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Preface | 


The Oxford Compact Dictionary & Thesaurus combines within one volume a concise 
dictionary and a useful thesaurus. These two elements have been carefully integrated 
so that a single entry contains information on meaning, spelling, and pronunciation, 
and also offers, where relevant, lists of words which are related in meaning and from 
which an alternative word or phrase may be selected. 

Language panels and usage notes add invaluable information on grammar and 
punctuation, and helpful guidance on correct usage. 

Also included is a special Reverse Dictionary Supplement, providing a guide to 
related words, a vocabulary-builder, and a puzzle-solver‘all in one. 
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How to use the Oxford Compact 
Dictionary & Thesaurus 


The entry map below explains the different parts of an entry. 


Headword in bold — 
type introduces a 
new entry 


Sense number in 
bold type 


Compound and 
phrase section 
signalled by O 


Synonym section 
signalled by m 


Pronunciation in Part of speech in 
oblique strokes // italic type 


brief /bri:f/ adjective 1 of short duration. 2 
concise. 3 scanty. © 7rewn—t-tin-pinrsh-shert—New part of speech 
pants,2 summary of case for guidance of barris- signalled by © 
instructions for a task. verb 1 instruct 
rrister) by brief. 2 inform or instruct in 
dvance. Din brief to sum up. Obriefty-drer+— Derivative section 
briefnegs noun. signalled by o 
| m adizctive 1 cursory, ephemeral, liierary 
| ey escent, fast, fleeting, hasty, limited, little, 
omentary. passing, quick, sharp, short, short- 
/ lived, temporary, transient, transitory. 2 
| abbreviated, abridged, compact, compendious, 
| compressed, concise, condensed, crisp, curt, 
| curlailed, incisive, laconic, pilhy, shortened, 
| succinct, terse, thumbnail, to Ihe point. @ noun 4 
| (briefs) knickers, colloquial panties, pants, US 
shorts, trunks, underpants. 2 argument, case, 
| defence, dossier, summary. 3 directions, 
| information, instructions, orders. © verb advise, 
| Coach, direct, enlighten, colloquial fill in, give the 
| facis, guide, inform, instruci, prepare, prime, pul 
| in the picture. 


gut noun 1 intestine. 2 cin plural) bowels, 
entrails. 3 
determination. 4 slang stomach. 5 (in plural) 
contents; essence. 6 material for violin et 
strings or for fishing line. adjective instincti 
fundamental. © verb (-tt-) 4 remove or des 
internal fittings of (buildings). 2 remove guts of. 
s gutless adjective, 
+m noun 4 alimentary canal, bowel, intesti 
(guts) bowels, entrails, colloquial inna 
| colloquial insides, intestines, viscera. 3 (guts) see 


Synonym sense 
number refers back 
to defined meaning 


Cross-reference in — courace. 4 abdomen, belly, paunch, stomach, 


SMALL CAPITALS 


colloquial lummy. @ verb 1 clear, despoil, emply, 
lool, pillage, plunder, ransack, ravage, remove the 
| contents of, sack, strip. 2 clean, disembowel, 

į eviscerale. 


ra 
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vii HOW TO USE THIS DICTIONARY 
Headwords 


Words given their own entries are in bold type: 
abandon 
or in bold italic type if they are borrowed from another language and are 
usually printed in italics: 
autobahn 
Variant spellings are shown: 
almanac ... (also almanack) 
Variant American spellings are labelled US: 
anaemia ... (US anemia) . 
Words that are different but are spelt the same way (homographs) are printed 
with raised numbers: 
abode! 
abode? 


Inflections 


Irregular and difficult forms are given for: 


a. Nouns: 
ability ... (plural -ies) 
sheep ... (plural same) 
tomato ... (plural -es) 
(Irregular plurals are not given for compounds such as footman and 
schootchild). 


b. verbs: 
abate ... (-ting) 
abut ... (-tt-) [indicating abutted, abutting] 
ring? ... ( past rang; past participle rung) 
c. adjectives: 
good ... (better, best) 
narrow... (-er, -est) 
able ... (-r, -st) 


d. adverbs: 
well ... (better, best) . 


Definitions 
Round brackets are used for: 


a. optional words, e.g. at 
back ... verb (cause to) go backwards 
(because back can mean either ‘go backwards’ or ‘cause to go backwards’) 
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b. typical objects of verbs: 
bank? ... verb deposit (money) at bank 


c. typical subjects of verbs: 


break ... verb (of waves) curl over and foam 


d. typical nouns qualified by an adjective: 


catchy ... (of tune) easily remembered 


Phrases, compounds, and derivatives 


a. Phrases are entered under their main word: 
company... in company with 
A comma in a phrase indicates alternatives: 
in, to excess 
means that in excess and to excess are both phrases. 


b. Compounds are entered under their main word or element (usually the 
first): 
air ... air speed ... airstrip 
unless they need entries of their own: 
broad : 
broadcast 
broadside 
A comma in a compound indicates alternatives: 
block capitals, letters 
means that block capitals and block letters are both compounds. 


c. Derivatives are put at the end of the entry for the word they are derived 
from: 
rob ... robber noun 
unless they need defining: 
drive ... 


driver noun 4 person who drives. 2 golf club for driving from tee. 


Labels 


3 Ifthe use of a word i is restricted in any way, this is indicated by a label printed 
j in italics. 
Some labels indicate that a particular word or sense is used chiefly i in the 
regional English specified, for example: 
bill ... US banknote! 
brae ... Scottish hillside. 
Subject labels are sometimes included to help define the context in which a 
wordi is used: 
~ sharp ... Music above true pitch. 


i i i i n 
-= ~~ 
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Register labels indicate a particular level of usage, such as slang, archaic, or 
literary: 

ace ... slang excellent. 

raiment ... archaic clothing. 

bosky ... literary wooded. 


The same regional and register labels, and some subject labels, are attached 
to the words when they are listed as synonyms. The label precedes the 
synonym to which it applies: 

note ... 5,6 banknote, US bill, draft. 

hill ... Scottish brae, elevation... 

expert ... able, slang ace, brilliant... 

costume ... period dress, archaic raiment, robes... 

wooded ... afforested, literary bosky, forested... 


Cross-references 


Cross-references are printed in small capitals: 
anatto = ANNATTO 
arose past of ARISE 
glamour ... see BEAUTY! 


If the cross-reference is in the defining section, it indicates that a definition 
will be found at the entry referred to. 

If the cross-reference is in the synonym section, it indicates that a synonym 
list will be found at the entry (and sense) referred to. 


Synonym sections 


Synonym lists are matched to individual senses of a word and num- 
bered accordingly. Sometimes one list will be applicable to more than 
one sense of the word and then the senses will be identified by a combin- 
ation of sense numbers. If a single synonym list covers all the senses of a word 
then the list will not be given a sense number. 

Not all senses and not all words have synonyms. . 

Synonyms are listed alphabetically. Sometimes a semicolon is used to 
divide a list according to different contexts, and these are exemplified by 
phrases in italic type. 
Occasionally the synonyms are offered for a form other than the exact form 
of the headword. In these cases the altered form is given in brackets at the 
beginning of the synonym list. The use of bold or italic type, which mirrors 
that in the defining section of the entry, is governed by the type of information 
being offered. For example, the synonyms at sense 2 of the noun lodging 
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are substitutable for the plural lodgings; the synonyms at sense 1 of the verb 
consist are substitutable for the verb + of: 


lodging zoun 1 temporary accommodation. 2 
(in plural) room(s) rented for lodging in. 

| m1 accommodation, billet, sheller, temporary 

| home. 2 (lodgings) accommodation, 

| apartment(s), billet, boarding house, colloquial 

, digs, lodging house, slang pad, quarters, rooms. _ 


consist /kan'sist/ verh 1 (+ of) be composed 
of. 2 + in, of ) have its essential features in. 
| m1 (consist of ) be composed of, be made of, 


| comprise, contain, embody, include, incorporate. 


The adjective absorbing, which is defined at sense 4 of the entry for the 
verb absorb, is given in bold type in the defining section and at the relevant 


synonym list: 


absorb /sb'so:b/ verb 4 incorporate, assimilate. 
2 iake in (heat, knowledge, etc.), 3 deal with 
easily: reduce intensity of. 4 (often as absorbing 
adjective) engross attention of. 5 consume 
(resources). 
| 01, 2 assimilate, consume, digest, drink in, hold, 
| imbibe, incorporate, ingest, colloquial mop up, 
soak up, suck up, lake in. 3 cushion, deaden, 
| lessen, soften. 4 captivate, engage, engross, 
i enthral, fascinate, interest, occupy, preoccupy; 
| (absorbing) engrossing, fascinating, gripping, 
! interesting, spellbinding. 


Hyphens 


Hyphens introduced because a word is divided at the end of a line are printed 
sloping (-), while ‘permanent’ hyphens, as in accident-prone, are always 
printed horizontally (even at the end of a line). ` 


Pronunciation symbols 


Pronunciations are given in the International Phonetic Alphabet. 


Consonants 


but 
dog 
Sew 
get 
he 

yes 
cat 


mo n hh OO 


Vowels 
cat 
arm 
bed 
her 
sit 
see 


ren Oe & 


(ə) signifies the indeterminate sound as in garden, carnal, and rhythm. 


The mark ~ indicates a nasalized sound, as in the following vowels that are 
not natural in English: 

& (ingénue) 

& (élan) 

5 (bon voyage) 


The main or primary stress of a word is shown by ' before the relevant 


syllable. 


Ono ayo 


ogaryasd 


leg 
man 
no 
pen 
red 
sit 


hot 
saw 
run 
put 
too 
ago 


WATN Ast 


top 
voice 
we 
zoo 
she 
vision 


my 
how 
day 
no 
hair 
near 


or boy 
və poor 
arə fire 
avə sour 


Note on proprietary terms 


This dictionary includes some words which are, or are asserted to be, 
proprietary names or trade marks. Their inclusion does not imply that they 
have acquired for legal purposes a non-proprietary or general significance, 
nor is any other judgement implied concerning their legal status. In cases 
where the editor, has some evidence that a word is used as a proprietary 
name or trade mark this is indicated by the label proprietary term, but no 
judgement concerning the legal status of such words is made or implied 
thereby. 
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A abbreviation ampere(s). a A-bomb atomic 
bomb. A level advanced level in GCE exam. 


a /a, e1/ adjective (called the indefinite article) 
(also an /æn, ən/ before vowel sound) 1 one, 
some, any. 2 per. 


AA abbreviation 1 Automobile Association. 2 
Alcoholics Anonymous. 3 anti-aircraft. 


aardvark /‘a:dva:k/, noun mammal with 
tubular snout and long tongue. 


aback /a'beek/ adverb o take aback disconcert, 
surprise. 


abacus /'æbəkəs/ noun (plural -es) frame with 
wires along which beads are slid for calculating. 


abaft /a'ba:ft/ Nautical adverb in or towards 
stern of ship. © preposition nearer stern than. 


abandon /e'beend(e)n/ verb 4 desert (person, 
thing, place). 2 give up (hope, attempt, claim, 
etc.). © noun freedom from inhibitions. o aban- 
donment noun. 
m verb 1 (abandon a person) break with, desert, 
slang ditch, colloquial dump, forsake, jilt, leave 
behind, leave in the lurch, maroon, renounce, 
throw over; (abandon a place) evacuate, leave, 
quit, vacate, withdraw from. 2 abdicate, cancel, 
formal cede, colloquial chuck in, discontinue, 
disown, slang ditch, drop, forfeit, forgo, give up, 
relinquish, resign, surrender, waive, yield. 


abandoned adjective 1 deserted. 2 unre- 
strained. 

abase /ə'bers/ verb (-sing) humiliate, degrade. 
o abasement noun. 

abash /əbæf/ verb (usually as abashed 
adjective) embarrass, disconcert. 

abate /ə'bert/ verb (-ting) make or become less 
strong etc. o abatement noun. 

abattoir /'æbətwa:/ noun slaughterhouse. 

abbess /‘zbis/ noun female head of abbey of 
nuns. 

abbey /‘zbi/ noun ( plural-s) (building occupied 
by) community of monks or nuns. 

abbot /'æbət/ noun head of community of 
monks. 

abbreviate /a'bri:viert/ verb shorten. o abbre- 
viation noun. 


u abridge, compress, condense, cut, edit, précis, 
| reduce, shorten, summarize, truncate. 
ABC /erbi:'si:/ noun 1 alphabet. 2 rudiments of 
subject. 3 alphabetical guide. 


abdicate /'æbdikert/ verb renounce or resign 
from (throne. etc.). uabdication /-kerJ(e)n/ 
noun. 


| m renounce the throne, resign (from), step down. 


Ou eusveccvcueccduuaceuesencceucuscusuccuscercccccacccnceseucaaccacsssesss 


abdomen /'æbdəmən/ noun 1 belly. 2 rear part 
of insect etc. o abdominal /zeb'domm(e)!/ adjec- 
tive. 
abduct /ab'dakt/ verb carry off illegally, kidnap. 
o abduction noun. abductor noun. 
carry off, kidnap, seize, slang snatch. 


aberrant /z'berant/ adjective showing aberra- 
tion. 

aberration /æbə'rerf(ə)n/ noun 1 deviation 
from normal type or accepted standard. 2 distor- 
tion. 

abet /ə'bet/ verb 1 encourage (offender). 2 assist 
(offence). o abetter, Law abettor noun. 

abeyance /ə'berəns/ noun (usually after in, 
into) temporary disuse, suspension. 

abhor /eb‘ho:/ verb (-rr-) detest; regard with 
disgust. 


| n detest, execrate, hate, loathe, shudder at. 


abhorrence /əb'hvrəns/ noun disgust, detest- 
ation. 


abhorrent adjective (often + to) inspiring 
disgust; detestable. 

n abominable, detestable, execrable, hateful, 

loathsome, nauseating, obnoxious, repellent, 

revolting. 


abide /a'baid/ verb (-ding, past & past participle 
abode /a'baud/ or abided) 1 tolerate. 2 (+ by) act 
in accordance with (rule). 3 (+ by) K 
(promise). 4 archaic remain, dwell. 


m 1 accept, bear, endure, put up with, stand, 
stomach, suffer, tolerate. 2 (abide by) see OBEY 1. 
4seestay' verb 2. 


abiding /e'bardm/ adjective enduring, perman- 
ent. 

ability /ə'bilttr/ noun (plural -les) 1 (often + to 
do) capacity, power. 2 cleverness, talent. 

m 1 capacity, means, power, resources, Scope, 

strength. 2 aptitude, bent, brains, capability, 

cleverness, competence, expertise, flair, genius, 

gift, intelligence, knack, know-how, knowledge, 

proficiency, prowess, skill, talent, wit. 


ee 


abject /‘zbdgekt/ adjective 1 miserable. 2 
degraded. 3 despicable. o abjection f-dsek-/ 
noun. 
abjure /əb'd3uə/ verb renounce on oath. 
Oabjuration /-dgu'ret-/ noun. 
ablaze /ə'blerz/ adjective & adverb 1 on fire. 2 
glittering. 3 excited. 

u 1 afire, aflame, aglow, alight, blazing, burning, 

flaming, lit up, on fire, raging. 2 see BRIGHT 1. 


able /‘eib(2)l/ adjective Cr, -st) 1 (often + to do) 


ablution | abrupt 


having the means or power. 2 talented. 
o able-bodied healthy, fit. o ably adverb. 

m 1 allowed, at liberty, authorized, available, 
eligible, fit, free, permitted, willing. 2 
accomplished, adept, capable, clever, competent, 
effective, efficient, experienced, expert, handy, 
intelligent, masterly, practised, proficient, skilful, 
skilled, talented. 


ablution /ə'blu:f(ə)n/ noun (usually in plural) 1 
ceremonial washing of hands etc. 2 colloquial 
washing oneself. 

abnegate /‘zbnigeit/ verb (-ting) 1 give up. 2 
renounce. o abnegation noun. 

abnormal /æb'nə:m(ə)l/ adjective exceptional; 
deviating from the norm. o abnormality /-'mzl-/ 
noun. abnormally adverb. 

m aberrant, anomalous, atypical, bizarre, curious, 

deformed, deviant, distorted, eccentric, 

exceptional, extraordinary, freak, funny, 
idiosyncratic, irregular, colloquial kinky, 
malformed, odd, peculiar, perverted, queer, 
singular, strange, uncharacteristic, unnatural, 
unorthodox, unrepresentative, untypical, 
unusual, wayward, colloquial weird. 


aboard /s'bo:d/ adverb & preposition on or into 
(ship, aircraft, etc.). 
abode’ /a'baud/ noun dwelling place. 
abode? past & past participle of ABIDE. 
abolish /s'boliJ/ verb end existence of. o aboli- 
tion Jeba'lrf(e)n/ noun. abolitionist 
/eebe'lifanist/ noun. 
m abrogate, annul, delete, destroy, dispense with, 
colloquial do away with, eliminate, end, eradicate, 
finish, get rid of, liquidate, nullify, overturn, put an 
end to, quash, remove, suppress, terminate, 
withdraw. 


abominable /əbomməb(ə)l/ adjective 1 detest- 

able, loathsome. 2 colloquial very unpleasant. 

o Abominable Snowman yeti. o abominably 

adverb. 
m 1 abhorrent, appalling, atrocious, colloquial 
awtul, base, beastly, brutal, cruel, despicable, 
detestable, disgusting, dreadful, execrable, foul, 
hateful, heinous, horrible, inhuman, inhumane, 
loathsome, nasty, obnoxious, odious, repellent, 
repugnant, repulsive, revolting, colloquial terrible, 
vile. 2 see UNPLEASANT. 


abominate /əbommert/ verb (-ting) detest, 
loathe. 0 abomination noun. 

‘aboriginal /zba'r1d3m(e)1/ adjective 1 indigen- 
ous. 2 (usually Aboriginal) of the Australian 
Aborigines. @ noun aboriginal inhabitant, esp. 
(usually Aboriginal) of Australia. 

aborigines /æbə'rıdzmız/ plural noun abori- 
ginal inhabitants, esp. (usually Aborigines) of 
Australia. 


USAGE It is best to refer to one Aboriginal but 
several Aborigines, although Aboriginals is also 
acceptable. 


abort /ə'bə:t/ verb 1 (of woman) miscarry; 
undergo abortion. 2 (of foetus) suffer abortion. 3 


2 


effect abortion of. 4 (cause to) end before comple- 
tion. 


n 2 be born prematurely, die. 4 call off, end, halt, 
| nullify, stop, terminate. 


abortion /a'bo:S(@)n/ noun 1 natural or (esp.) 
induced expulsion of foetus before it can survive. 
2 stunted or misshapen creature. o abortionist 
noun. 


a 1 miscarriage, termination. 2 see MONSTER noun 
| 3. 


abortive /a'bo:trv/ adjective fruitless, unsuc- 
cessful. 


n fruitless, futile, ineffective, stillborn, unfruitful, 
| unsuccesstul, vain. 


abound /e'baund/ verb 1 be plentiful. 2 (+ in, 
with) be rich in; teem with. 

n 1 be plentiful, flourish, prevail, thrive. 2 (abound 

in, abound with) be filled with, be rich in, swarm 

with, teem with. 


about /a'baut/ preposition 1 on subject of. 2 relat- 
ing to; in relation to. 3 at a time near to. 4 around 
(in). 5surrounding. 6 here and there in. © adverb 
4 approximately. 2 nearby. 3 in every direction. 
4 on the move; in action. 5 all around. 
o about-face, -turn 1 turn made so as to face 
opposite direction. 2 change of policy etc. be 
about to be on the point of (doing something). 


above /ə'bav/ preposition 1 over, on top of, 
higher than. 2 more than. 3’ higher in rank, 
importance, etc. than. 4 too great or good for. 5 
beyond reach of. @ adverb 1 at or to higher point; 
overhead. 2 earlier on page or in book. o above 
all more than anything else. above board adjec- 
tive & adverb without concealment; fair or fairly. 


abracadabra /æbrəkə'dæbrə/ interjection 
supposedly magic word. 


abrade /ə'brerd/ verb (-ding) scrape or wear 
away by rubbing. 

abrasion /ə'brerz(ə)n/ noun 1 rubbing or scrap- 
ing away. 2 resulting damaged area. 


abrasive /ə'brersıv/: adjective 1 capable of 
rubbing or grinding down. 2 harsh or hurtful in 
manner. @noun abrasive substance. o abra- 
siveness noun. 

m adjective 2 biting, caustic, galling, grating, 

harsh, hurtful, irritating, rough, sharp. 


abreast /s'brest/ adverb 1 side by side and 
facing same way. 2 (+ of ) up to date with. 


abridge /a'brid3/ verb (-ging) shorten (a book 
etc.). o abridgement noun. 


abbreviate, compress, condense, cut, edit, pot, 
précis, reduce, shorten, summarize, truncate. 
abroad /e'bro:d/ adverb 1 in or to foreign 
country. 2 widely. 3 in circulation. 


abrogate /'æbrəgert/ verb (-ting) repeal, 
abolish (law etc.). o abrogation noun. 


abrupt /ə'brapt/ adjective 1 sudden, hasty. 2 


curt. 3 steep. o abruptly adverb. abruptness “ 


noun. 


ee a a a 


m 1 hasty, headlong, hurried, precipitate, quick, 
rapid, sudden, unexpected, unforeseen. 2 blunt, 
brisk, brusque, curt, discourteous, rude, colloquial 
snappy, terse, uncivil, ungracious. 3 precipitous, 
sharp, sheer, steep. 


abscess /‘ebsis/ noun (plural -es) swelling 
containing pus. 


abscond /ab'skond/ verb flee, esp. to avoid 
arrest; escape. 0 absconder noun. 


abseil /'æbse1l/ verb descend (building etc.) by 
using doubled rope fixed at higher point. e noun 
such a descent. 


absence /‘ebsans/ noun 1 being away. 2 dur- 
ation of this. 3 (+ of) lack of. o absence of mind 
inattentiveness. 


absent adjective /‘ebsant/ 1 not present or 
existing. 2 lacking. 3 inattentive. © verb /ab'sent/ 
(absent oneself) go or stay away. o absently 
adverb. 

m adjective 1 away, gone, missing, off, out, playing 

truant, slang skiving. 2 deficient, lacking, missing, 

non-existent, wanting. 3 see ABSENT-MINDED. 


absentee /zbsan'ti:/ noun person not present. 


absenteeism /ebson'ti:1z(9)m/ noun ab- 
senting oneself from work, school, etc. 

absent-minded adjective forgetful, inatten- 
tive. oabsent-mindedly adverb. absent- 
mindedness noun. 

m absent, absorbed, abstracted, careless, 

distracted, dreamy, forgetful, inattentive, 

oblivious, preoccupied, scatterbrained, unaware, 

unthinking, vague, withdrawn, wool-gathering. 


absinthe /'æbsm0/ noun wormwood-based, 
aniseed-flavoured liqueur. 


absolute /'æbsəlu:t/ adjective 1 complete, utter, 
perfect. 2 unconditional. 3 despotic. 4 not rela- 
tive; without exceptions. 5 (of adjective or tran- 
sitive verb) without expressed noun or object. 
6 (of decree etc.) final. o absolute majority one 
over all rivals combined. absolute temperature 
one measured from absolute zero, lowest pos- 
sible temperature (-273.15°C or 0°K). 
.| m 1 complete, dead, diametrical (opposites), 
downright, exact, genuine, implicit, inalienable, 
out and out, perfect, pure, sheer, thorough, total, 
unadulterated, unmitigated, utter. 2 categorical, 
unconditional, unqualified, unreserved, 
unrestricted. 3 autocratic, despotic, dictatorial, 
omnipotent, totalitarian, tyrannical. 4 certain, 
conclusive, decided, definite, indubitable, 
positive, sure, unambiguous, unequivocal. 


absolutely adverb 1 completely. 2 in an abso- 
lute sense.'3 colloquial quite so, yes. 

absolution /æbsə'lu:f(ə)n/ noun formal for- 
giveness of sins. 

absolutism /‘zbsalu:tiz(e)m/ noun absolute 
government. o absolutist noun. ; 

absolve /əb'zolv/ verb (-ving) (often + from, of) 
free from blame or obligation. : 

absorb /ab'so:b/ verb 1 incorporate, assimilate. 
2 take in (heat, knowledge, etc.). 3 deal with 


abscess | absurd 


easily; reduce intensity of. 4 (often as absorbing 
adjective) engross attention of. 5 consume 
(resources). 

u 1, 2 assimilate, consume, digest, drink in, hold, 
imbibe, incorporate, ingest, colloquial mop up, 
soak up, suck up, take in. 3 cushion, deaden, 
lessen, soften. 4 captivate, engage, engross, 
enthral, fascinate, interest, occupy, preoccupy; 
(absorbing) engrossing, fascinating, gripping, 
interesting, spellbinding. 


absorbent /sb'so:bant/ adjective tending to 
absorb. @ noun absorbent substance. 


| m adjective absorptive, spongy. 
absorption /eb'so:ps(a)n/ noun absorbing, 
being absorbed. o absorptive adjective. 
abstain /ab'stem/ verb 1 (usually + from) 
refrain (from acting or indulging). 2 decline to 
vote. o abstainer noun. 
u 1 (abstain from) avoid, formal cease, deny 
oneself, desist from, formal eschew, forgo, give 
up, go without, refrain from, refuse, resist, shun, 
withhold from. 


abstemious /ab'sti:mies/ adjective moderate 
or ascetic, esp. in eating and drinking. o abste- 
miously adverb. abstemiousness noun. 


n ascetic, frugal, moderate, restrained, 
| self-denying, sparing, temperate. 
abstention /ab'stenJ(a)n/ noun abstaining, 
esp. from voting. 
abstinence /‘zbstmens/ noun abstaining, esp. 
from food or alcohol. o abstinent adjective. 
abstract adjective |'æbstrækt/ 1 of or existing 
in theory rather than practice; not concrete. 2 (of 
art etc.) not representational. @ verb /ab'strekt/ 
41 (often + from) remove. 2 summarize. @ noun 
/‘eebstreekt/ 1 summary. 2 abstract idea, work of 
art, etc. 
m adjective 1 academic, hypothetical, indefinite, 
intangible, intellectual, metaphysical, notional, 
philosophical, theoretical, unreal. 2 non-pictorial, 
non-representational, symbolic. © noun 1 outline, 
précis, résumé, summary, synopsis. 


abstracted adjective inattentive. o abstract- 
edly adverb. 

abstraction /əb'strækf(ə)}n/ noun 1 
abstracting. 2 abstract idea. 3 abstract qualities 
in art. 4 absent-mindedness. 

abstruse /eb'stru:s/ adjective hard to under- 
stand; profound. 

m complex, cryptic, deep, devious, difficult, 

enigmatic, esoteric, hard, incomprehensible, 

mysterious, obscure, perplexing, problematical, 

profound, unfathomable. 


absurd /ab'ss:d/ adjective 1 wildly inappropri- 
ate. 2 ridiculous. o absurdity noun (plural-ies). 
absurdly adverb. 
u crazy, daft, eccentric, farcical, foolish, 
grotesque, illogical, incongruous, irrational, 
laughable, ludicrous, mad, nonsensical, 
outlandish, paradoxical, preposterous, 
ridiculous, senseless, silly, stupid, surreal, 
unreasonable, zany. 


ABTA | accessible 


ABTA /'æbtə/ abbreviation Association of 
British Travel Agents. 

abundance /ə'band(ə)ns/ noun 1 plenty; more 
than enough. 2 wealth. 

abundant adjective 1 plentiful. 2 (+ in) rich in. 
o abundantly adverb. 

m 1 ample, bountiful, copious, excessive, 

flourishing, generous, lavish, liberal, luxuriant, 

plentiful, profuse, rampant, rank. 2 (abundantin) 

overflowing with, rich in, teeming with, 

well-supplied with. 


abuse verb /ə'bju:z/ (-sing) 1 use improperly; 
misuse. 2 maltreat. 3 insult verbally. © noun 
[a'bju:s/ 1 misuse. 2 maltreatment. 3 insulting 
language. 4 corrupt practice. 0 abuser /ə'bju:zə/ 
noun. 
m verb 1 exploit, misuse. 2 assault, damage, harm, 
hurt, ill-treat, injure, maltreat, mistreat, molest, 
rape, spoil, treat roughly. 3 affront, berate, be rude 
to, call names, castigate, curse, defame, 
denigrate, insult, inveigh against, libel, malign, 
revile, slander, smear, sneer at, swear at, vilify, 
vituperate, wrong. © noun 1 misappropriation, 
misuse, perversion. 2 assault, ill-treatment, 
maltreatment. 3 execration, invective, obscenity, 
slander, vilification, vituperation. 


abusive /o'bju:siv/ adjective insulting, offen- 
sive. o abusively adverb. 

a acrimonious, angry, censorious, critical, cruel, 

defamatory, denigrating, derogatory, 

disparaging, hurtful, impolite, injurious, insulting, 

libellous, offensive, opprobrious, pejorative, rude, 

scathing, scornful, scurrilous, slanderous, 

vituperative. 


abut /ə'bat/ verb (-tt-) 1 (+ on) border on. 2 
(usually + on, against) touch; lean on. 

abysmal /ə'bızm(ə)l/ adjective 1 very bad, dire. 
2 profound. o abysmally adverb. 


m 1 see BAD 6. 2 bottomless, boundless, deep, 
immeasurable, incalculable, infinite, profound, 
vast. 


abyss /e'bis/ noun deep chasm. 
m bottomless pit, chasm, crater, fissure, gulf, hole, 
pit, rift, void. 


AC abbreviation alternating current. 

alc abbreviation account. 

acacia /ə'kerfə/ noun tree with yellow or white 
flowers. 

academia /zkoa'di:mre/ noun the world of 
scholars. 

academic /ækə'demık/ adjective 1 scholarly. 2 
of learning. 3 of no practical relevance. @ noun 
teacher or scholar in university etc. o academ- 
ically adverb. 

m adjective 1 bookish, brainy, clever, erudite, 

colloquial highbrow, intelligent, learned, 

scholarly, studious. 2 educational, pedagogical, 

scholastic. 3 abstract, conjectural, hypothetical, 

impractical, intellectual, speculative, theoretical. 

@ noun don, colloquial egghead, colloquial 

highbrow, intellectual, lecturer, professor, reader, 

scholar, thinker. 
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academician /əkædə'mıf(ə)n/ noun member 
of Academy. ; 

academy /ə'kædəmı/ noun (plural-ies) 1 place 
of specialized training. 2 (Academy) society of 
distinguished scholars, artists, scientists, etc. 3 
Scottish secondary school. 

acanthus /ə'kænðəs/ noun (plural -es) spring 
herbaceous plant with spiny leaves. 

ACAS /'eikzs/ abbreviation Advisory, Concili- 
ation, and Arbitration Service. 

accede /æk'si:d/ verb (-ding) (+ to) 1 take office, 
esp. as monarch. 2 assent to. 

accelerate /ak'selerert/ verb (ting) 1 increase 
speed (of). 2 (cause to) happen earlier. 0 accel- 
eration noun. 

m 1 colloquial get a move on, go faster, hasten, pick 

up speed, quicken, speed up. 2 bring on, expedite, 

spur on, step up, stimulate. 


accelerator noun 1 device for increasing 
speed, esp. pedal in vehicle. 2 Physics apparatus 
for imparting high speeds to charged particles. 


accent noun /‘eksont/ 1 style of pronunciation 
of region or social group (see panel). 2 emphasis. 
3 prominence given to syllable by stress or pitch. 
4 mark on letter indicating pronunciation (see 
panel). © verb /æk'sent/ 1 emphasize. 2 write or 
print accents on. 

m noun 1 brogue, dialect, intonation, 

pronunciation, speech pattern. 2 emphasis, 

stress, weight. 3 accentuation, beat, emphasis, 

pulse, rhythm, stress. 


accentuate /ak'sentJuert/ verb (-ting) empha- 
size, make prominent. o accentuation noun. 
accept /ok'sept/ verb 1 willingly receive. 2 
answer (invitation etc.) affirmatively. 3 regard 
favourably. 4 receive as valid or suitable. 5 toler- 
ate. o acceptance noun. accepted adjective. 
m 1 get, receive, take, welcome. 2 agree to, consent 
to, jump at. 3 receive, welcome. 4 abide by, accede 
to, acknowledge, acquiesce in, admit, agree to, 
believe in, be reconciled to, consent to, defer to, 
grant, recognize, swallow, take In. 5 bear, put up 
with, reconcile oneself to, resign oneself to, 
stomach, submit to, suffer, tolerate, undergo. 
o acceptance acquiescence, agreement, 
approval, consent. accepted acknowledged, 
agreed, axiomatic, common, indisputable, 
recognized, standard, undisputed, unquestioned. 


acceptable adjective 1 worth accepting. 2 
tolerable. o acceptability noun. acceptably 
adverb. 

m 1 agreeable, gratifying, pleasant, pleasing, 

worthwhile. 2 adequate, admissible, moderate, 

passable, satisfactory, suitable, tolerable. 


access /'ækses/ noun 1 way of approach or 
entry. 2 right or opportunity to reach, use, or 
visit. @ verb gain access to (data) in computer. 

accessible /ək'sesıb(ə)l/ adjective 1 reachable 
or obtainable. 2 easy to understand. o accessi- 
bility noun. 


m 1 approachable, at hand, attainable, available, 
close, convenient, handy, within reach. 
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accession /ək'sef(ə)n/ noun 1 taking office, 
esp. as monarch. 2 thing added. 


accessory /ək'sesərı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
additional or extra thing. 2 (usually in plural) 
small attachment or item of dress. 3 (often + to) 
person who abets in or is privy to illegal act. 


a 1, 2 addition, appendage, attachment, 
component, extra. 3 see ACCOMPLICE. 


accident /'æksıd(ə)nt/ noun 1 unintentional 
unfortunate esp. harmful event. 2 event without 
apparent cause; unexpected event. 3 chance. 
o accident-prone clumsy. by accident uninten- 
tionally. 

a 1 blunder, catastrophe, disaster, Law 

misadventure, mischance, mishap, mistake; (car 

accident) collision, crash, colloquial pile-up. 2 

coincidence, fluke. 3 chance, coincidence, fate, 

fluke, fortune, luck, potluck, serendipity. 


accidental /eeksr'dent(s)l/ adjective happening 
or done by chance or accident. @ noun Music 
sharp, flat, or natural indicating momentary 
departure of note from key signature. o acci- 
dentally adverb. 
adjective arbitrary, casual, chance, 
coincidental, fluky, fortuitous, fortunate, 
haphazard, inadvertent, lucky, random, 
unexpected, unforeseen, unintended, 
unintentional, unlucky, unplanned, 
unpremeditated. 


acclaim /ə'klem/ verb welcome or applaud 
enthusiastically. © noun 1 applause. 2 welcome. 
3 public praise. o acclamation /æklə-/ noun. 

u verb applaud, celebrate, cheer, clap, commend, 

extol, hail, honour, praise, salute, welcome. 


acclimatize /e'klametaiz/ verb (also -ise) 
(-zing or -sing) adapt to new climate or condi- 
tions. o acclimatization noun. 


acclivity /a'klivitr/ noun (plural -ies) upward 
slope. 


Accent 


accession | accomplice 


accolade /‘zkeleid/ noun 1 praise given. 2 
en made with sword at conferring of knight- 
ood. 
accommodate /ə'komədert/ verb (-ting) 1 
provide lodging or room for. 2 adapt, harmonize, 
reconcile. 3 do favour to. 4 (+ with) supply with. 
m 1 billet, board, house, lodge, provide for, put up, 
quarter, shelter, take in. 2 accustom, adapt, 
harmonize, reconcile. 3 assist, help, oblige, serve. 
4 (accommodate with) equip with, fit out with, fit 
with, furnish with, provide with, supply with. 


accommodating adjective obliging. 


| E See CONSIDERATE. 


accommodation noun 1 lodgings. 2 adjust- 
ment, adaptation. 3 convenient arrangement. 
u accommodation address postal address used 
instead of permanent one. 

m 1 abode, billet, board, colloquial digs, home, 

housing, lodgings, pied-à-terre, premises, 

quarters, residence, shelter. 


accompaniment /əkampənmənt/ noun 1 
instrumental or orchestral support for solo 
instrument, voice, or group. 2 accompanying 
thing. 

accompany /ə'kampənı/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 go 
with, attend. 2 (usually in passive; + with, by) be 
done or found with. 3 Music play accompaniment 
for. o accompanist noun Music. accompanying 
adjective. 

a 1 attend, chaperon, conduct, escort, go with, 

guard, guide, look after, partner, tag along with. 2 

be associated with, be linked with, belong with, 

complement, occur with, supplement. 

o accompanying associated, attached, 

attendant, complementary, related. 


accomplice /ə'kamplıs/ moun partner in 
crime. 


m abetter, Law abettor, accessory, associate, 
collaborator, colleague, confederate, conspirator, 
helper, partner. 


4 A person’s accent is the way he or she pronounces words. People from different regions and 
different groups in society have different accents. For instance, most people in northern 


England say path with a ‘short’ a, 


hile most people in southern England say it with a ‘long’ a. 


In America and Canada the r in far and port is generally pronounced, while in south-eastern 
England, for example, it is not. Everyone speaks with an accent, although some accents may be 
regarded as having more prestige, such as ‘Received Pronunciation’ (RP) in the UK. 


2 Anaccenton aletter is a mark added to it to alter the sound it stands for. In French, for example, 


there are 

- (acute), as in état 

` (grave), as in mère 

^ (circumflex), as in guêpe 
and German has 

“ (umlaut), as in München. 


There are no accents on native English words, but 


still have them, such as blasé and facade. 


“ (diaresis), as in Noël 
, (cedilla), as in français 


many words borrowed from other languages 


eecosososcssescsocecceosoccccoecosecesscaeeseseocsaasonnasn 


accomplish | acetic 


accomplish /a'kamplis/ verb succeed in doing; 
achieve, complete. 

m achieve, attain, bring off, carry out, carry 

through, complete, consummate, discharge, do, 

effect, finish, fulfil, realize, succeed in. 


accomplished adjective clever, skilled. 


adept, clever, expert, gifted, masterly, polished, 
| proficient, skilful, skilled, talented. 
accomplishment zoun 1 completion (of task 


etc.). 2 acquired esp. social skill. 3 thing 
achieved. 


m 2 ability, attainment, expertise, gift, skill, talent. 
| 3 achievement, attainment, feat. 
accord /a'ko:d/ verb 1 (often + with) be consist- 
ent or in harmony. 2 grant, give. @ noun agree- 
ment, consent. 0 of one’s own accord on one’s 


own initiative. 


m noun agreement, concord, consent, harmony, 
| rapport, understanding. 


accordance noun oin accordance with in 
conformity to. 


according adverb 1 (+ to) as stated by. 2 (+ to, 
as) in proportion to or as. 

accordingly adverb 1 as circumstances 
suggest or require. 2 consequently. 

accordion /e'ko:dren/ moun. musical reed 
instrument with concertina-like bellows, keys, 
and buttons. 


accost /a'kost/ verb approach and speak boldly 
to. 


account /ə'kaunt/ noun 1 narration, descrip- 
tion. 2 arrangement at bank etc. for depositing 
and withdrawing money etc. 3 statement of fi- 
nancial transactions with balance. 4 import- 
ance. 5 behalf. @ verb consider as. 0 account 
for 1 explain. 2 answer for. 3 kill, destroy. on 
account 1 to be paid for later. 2 in part pay- 
ment. on account of because of. on no account 
under no circumstances. take account of, 
take into account consider. 
m noun 1 commentary, description, diary, 
explanation, history, log, memoir, narrative, 
record, report, statement, story, tale, write-up. 3 
bill, calculation, US check, computation, invoice, 
receipt, reckoning, score, statement. 4 advantage,. 
benefit, concern, consequence, importance, 
interest, significance, use, value, worth. 
o account for 1 see EXPLAIN 4. 


accountable adjective 1 responsible; required 
to account for one’s conduct. 2 explicable. 
o accountability noun. > 

accountant noun professional keeper or veri- 
fier of financial accounts. o accountancy noun. 
accounting noun. 

accoutrements /ə'ku:trəmənts/ plural noun 
equipment, trappings. É 

accredit fa'kredrit/ verb (-t-) 1 (+ to) attribute to. 
2 (+ with) credit with. 3 (usually + to, at) send 
(ambassador etc.) with credentials. 

accredited adjective 1 officially recognized. 2 
generally accepted. : 
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accretion /a‘kri:J(@)n/ noun 1 growth by accu- 
mulation or organicenlargement. 2 the resulting 
whole. 3 matter so added. 

accrue /a'kru:/ verb (-ues, -ued, -uing) (often + 
to) come as natural increase or advantage, esp. 
financial. 

accumulate /e'kju:mjulert/ verb (-ting) 1 
acquire increasing number or quantity of: 
amass, collect. 2 grow numerous, increase. 
Oaccumulation noun. accumulative /-lətrv/ 
adjective. 

u 1 aggregate, amass, assemble, bring together, ` 

collect, gather, heap up, hoard, pile up, stockpile, 

store up. 2 accrue, build up, come together, grow, 

increase, multiply, pile up. 0 accumulation 

build-up, collection, conglomeration, gathering, 

heap, hoard, mass, stockpile, store. 


accumulator -noun 1 rechargeable electric 
cell. 2 bet placed on sequence of events, with win- 
nings and stake from each placed on next. 


accurate /'ækjurət/ adjective 1 precise. 2 con- 
forming exactly with truth etc. daccuracy 
noun. accurately adverb. 

u authentic, careful, correct, exact, factual, 

faultless, meticulous, minute, nice, perfect, 

precise, reliable, scrupulous, sound, colloquial 

spot on, true, truthful, unerring, formal veracious. 


accursed /a'ks:sid/ adjective 1 under a curse. 2 
colloquial detestable, annoying. 


accusative /ə'kju:zətrv/ Grammar noun case 
expressing object of action. © adjective of or in 
accusative. 

accuse /ə'kju:z/ verb (-sing) (often + of ) charge 
with fault or crime; blame. o accusation /zk-/ 
noun. accusatory adjective. 

m blame, bring charges against, censure, charge, 

condemn, denounce, impeach, indict, prosecute, 

esp. Law summons, tax. 0 accusation 

allegation, charge, citation, complaint, 

impeachment, indictment, summons. 


accustom /ə'kastəm/ verb (+ to) make used to. 


accustomed adjective 1 (usually + to) used (to 
a thing). 2 customary. o get accustomed to 
become used to; adapt to. 

m 1 (accustomed to) acclimatized to, familiar with, 

habituated to, used to. 2 common, customary, 

established, expected, familiar, habitual, normal, 

ordinary, prevailing, routine, traditional, usual. 

o get accustomed to see ADAPT 3. 


ace noun 1 playing card with single spot. 2 
person who excels in some activity. 3 Tennis 
unreturnable service. © adjective slang excel- 
lent. o within an ace of on the verge of. 

acerbic /a'sa:brk/ adjective harsh and sharp, 
esp. in speech or manner. o acerbity noun 
(plural -ies). 

acetate /'æsıtert/ noun 1 compound of acetic 
rea esp. the cellulose ester. 2 fabric made from 

is. . 

acetic /a'si:tik/ adjective of or like vinegar. 

o acetic acid clear liquid acid in vinegar. 
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acetone /‘zsiteun/ noun colourless volatile 
solvent of organic compounds. 


acetylene /a'setili:n/ noun inflammable hydro- 
carbon gas, used esp. in welding. 


ache /erk/ noun 1 continuous dull pain. 2 mental 
distress. © verb (aching) 1 suffer from or be the 
source of an ache. 2 yearn. 
a noun 1 discomfort, hurt, pain, pang, smart, 
soreness, throbbing, twinge. 2 anguish, distress, 
pain, pang, sorrow. © verb 1 be painful, be sore, 
hurt, smart, sting, throb. 2 (ache for) see DESIRE 
verb 1. 


achieve /a'tSi:v/ verb (-ving) 1 reach or attain by 
effort. 2 accomplish (task etc.). 3 be successful. 
o achievable adjective. achiever noun. achieve- 
ment noun. 

u 1 acquire, attain, earn, gain, get, obtain, reach, 

win. 2 accomplish, bring off, carry out, complete, 

conclude, do successfully, effect, engineer, 

execute, finish, fulfil, manage, succeed in. 


Achilles /ə'kli:z/ noun u Achilles heel vulner- 
able point. Achilles tendon tendon attaching calf 
muscles to heel. 


achromatic /ekrou'metik/ adjective 1 trans- 
mitting light without separating it into colours. 
2 free from colour. o achromatically adverb. 

achy /‘etk1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) suffering from 
aches. 

acid /‘zesid/ noun 1 Chemistry substance that 
neutralizes alkalis, turns litmus red, and usually 
contains hydrogen and is sour. 2 slang drug LSD. 
© adjective 1 having properties of acid. 2 sour. 3 
biting, sharp. o acid drop sharp-tasting boiled 
sweet. acid house synthesized music with 
simple beat, associated with hallucinogenic 
drugs. acid rain rain containing acid formed 
from industrial waste in atmosphere. acid test 
severe or conclusive test. o acidic /a'sid-/ adjec- 
tive. acidify /a'sid-/ verb (-ies, -ied). acidity 
/e'sid-/ noun. 

n adjective 2 sharp, sour, tangy, tart, vinegary. 3 

biting, cutting, mordant, sharp, stinging, tart. 


acidulous /o'sidjules/ adjective somewhat acid. 


acknowledge /ək'nolid3/ verb (-ging) 1 recog- 
nize; accept truth of. 2 confirm receipt of (letter 
etc.). 3 show that one has noticed. 4 express 
gratitude for. 

m 1 accede to, accept, acquiesce in, admit, allow, 

concede, confess, confirm, endorse, grant, own 

up to, profess. 2 answer, react to, reply to, respond 

to, return. 3 greet, hail, recognize, say hello to. 


acknowledgement noun (also acknow- 

ledgment) 1 acknowledging. 2 thing given or 

done in gratitude. 3 letter etc. confirming receipt. 

Rey in plural) author's thanks, prefacing 
ok. 


acme /'ækmr/ noun highest point. 


m apex, crown, height, peak, pinnacle, summit, 
top, zenith. 


acne /‘ekni/ noun skin condition with red 
pimples. 


acetone | acrimonious 


acolyte /'ækəlart/ noun assistant, esp. of priest. 

aconite /'ækənart/ noun 1 any of various 
poisonous plants, esp. monkshood. 2 drug made 
from these. 

acorn /‘erko:n/ noun fruit of oak. 

acoustic /ə'ku:strk/ adjective 1 of sound or 
sense of hearing. 2 (of musical instrument etc.) 
without electrical amplification. o acoustically 
adverb. 

acoustics plural noun 1 properties (of a room 
etc.) in transmitting sound. 2 (treated as 
singular) science of sound. 

acquaint /a'kwemt/ verb (+ with) make aware 
of or familiar with. o be acquainted with know. 
a (acquaint with) apprise of, brief about, enlighten 

about, inform of, make aware of, make familiar 

with, notify of, tell about. 


acquaintance noun 1 being acquainted. 2 
person one knows slightly. o acquaintanceship 
noun. 


u 1 awareness, familiarity, knowledge, 
understanding. 2 see FRIEND 1. 


acquiesce /ekwres/ verb (-cing) (often + in) 
agree, esp. tacitly. o acquiescence noun. acqui- 
escent adjective. i 

acquire /ə'kwarə/ verb (-ring) gain possession 
of. o acquired immune deficiency syndrome = 
Ams. acquired taste liking developed by experi- 
ence. 


u buy, come by, earn, get, obtain, procure, 
purchase. 


acquirement noun thing acquired or attained. 
acquisition /ækwr'zif(ə)n/ noun 1 (esp. useful) 
thing acquired. 2 acquiring, being acquired. 


m 1 accession, addition, colloquial buy, gain, 
| possession, purchase. 
acquisitive /o'kwizittv/ adjective keen to 
acquire things. o acquisitiveness noun. 
acquit /a'kwit/ verb (-tt-) 1 (often + of) declare 
not guilty. 2 (acquit oneself) behave, perform. 3 
(acquit oneself; + of) discharge (duty etc.). 
o acquittal noun. 
m 1 absolve, clear, declare innocent, discharge, 
excuse, exonerate, find innocent, free, let off, 
release, reprieve, set free, vindicate. 2 (acquit 
oneself) see BEHAVE 1. 


acre /‘erka/ noun measure of land, 4840 sq. yards, 
0.405 ha. 


acreage /‘etkarid3/ noun number of acres. 


acrid /'ækrıd/ adjective bitterly pungent. 
o acridity /“krid-/ nour. 


| u bitter, caustic, pungent, sharp, unpleasant. 


acrimonious /zkrimeuntes/ adjective bitter 
in manner or temper. O acrimony /‘zekriment/ 
noun. 
m abusive, acerbic, angry, bad-tempered, bitter, 
caustic, hostile, hot-tempered, ill-natured, 
ill-tempered, irascible, quarrelsome, rancorous, 
sarcastic, sharp, spiteful, tart, testy, venomous, 
virulent, waspish. P 


acrobat | acute 


acrobat /'ækrəbæt/ noun performer of acrobat- 
ics. o acrobatic /-'bet-/ adjective. 

acrobatics /zkra'betiks/ plural noun gym- 
nastic feats. 


acronym /‘z2krenm/ noun word formed from 
initial letters of other words (e.g. laser, NATO). 


acropolis /a‘kropelis/ noun citadel of ancient 
Greek city. 

across /a‘kros/ preposition 1 to or on other side 
of. 2 from one side to another side of. @ adverb 1 
to or on other side. 2 from one side to another. 
Dacross the board applying to all. 


acrostic /a'krostik/ noun poem etc. in which 
first (or first and last) letters of lines form 
word(s). 

acrylic /a'krilk/ adjective made from acrylic 
acid. @ noun acrylic fibre, fabric, or paint. 


acrylic acid noun a pungent liquid organic 
acid. 
act noun 1 thing done, deed. 2 process of doing. 
3 item of entertainment. 4 pretence. 5 main divi- 
sion of play. 6 decree of legislative body. @ verb 
4 behave. 2 perform actions or functions. 3 (often 
+on) have effect. 4 perform in play etc. 5 pretend. 
6 play part of. o act for be (legal) representative 
of. act on perform or carry out. act out translate 
into action. act up colloquial misbehave, give 
trouble. put on an act colloquial carry out pre- 
tence. 
m noun 1 action, deed, exploit, feat, operation, 
undertaking. 3 performance, routine, sketch, turn. 
6 decree, edict, law, regulation, statute. @ verb 1 
behave, conduct oneself, deport oneself. 2 do 
something, function, operate, react, serve, take 
steps. 3 function, operate, take effect, work. 4 see 
PERFORM 4. 5 see PRETEND verb 1. 6 appear as, 
characterize, enact, impersonate, mimic, perform 
as, personify, play, portray, pose as, represent. 


acting adjective serving temporarily as. 
| m interim, temporary. 


actinism /‘ektmiz(s)m/ noun property of 
short-wave radiation that produces chemical 
changes, as in photography. 
action /'zkJ(e)n/ noun 1 process of doing or 
acting. 2 forcefulness, energy. 3 exertion of 
energy or influence. 4 deed, act. 5 (often after 
the) series of events in story, play, etc. 6 slang 
exciting activity. 7 battle. 8 mechanism ofinstru- 
ment. 9 style of movement. 10 lawsuit. 
o action-packed full of action or excitement. 
action replay playback of part of television 
broadcast. out of action not functioning. 
m 1 activity, movement, operation, performance. 2 
energy, enterprise, liveliness, vigour, vitality. 3 
effect, force, influence. 4 act, deed, exertion, 
exploit, feat, measure, proceeding, step, 
undertaking, work. 5 events, incidents, plot, story. 
6 activity, adventure, drama, excitement. 7 see 
BATTLE OUN 1.8 mechanism, movement, 
operation, workings, works. 


actionable adjective providing grounds for 
legal action. 
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activate /‘zktrveit/ verb (-ting) 1 make active. 
2 make radioactive. o activation noun. 

m 1 actuate, energize, excite, fire, galvanize, 

initiate, mobilize, rouse, setin motion, set off, start, 


stimulate, trigger. 


active /'æktıv/ adjective 1 marked by action; 
energetic, diligent. 2 working, operative. 3 
Grammar (of verb) of which subject performs 
action (e.g. saw in he saw a film). @noun 
Grammar active form or voice. 0 active service 
military service in wartime. o actively adverb. 
a adjective 1 animated, brisk, bustling, busy, 
committed, dedicated, devoted, diligent, dynamic, 
energetic, enthusiastic, hard-working, 
hyperactive, industrious, involved, live, lively, 
militant, nimble, occupied, colloquial on the go, 
restless, sedulous, sprightly, staunch, strenuous, 
vigorous, vivacious, zealous. 2 functioning, 
operative, working. 


activism noun policy of vigorous action, esp. 
for a political cause. o activist noun. 


activity /ek'trvitt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 being 
active. 2 busy or energetic action. 3 (often in 
plural) occupation, pursuit. 

m 1, 2 action, animation, bustle, commotion, 

energy, hurly-burly, hustle, industry, life, 

movement, stir. 3 employment, hobby, interest, job, 

occupation, pastime, pursuit, task, venture, work. 


actor /'æktə/ noun person who acts in play, film, 
etc. 

w actress, artist, artiste, entertainer, performer, 

player, star, Thespian, trouper; (actors) cast, 

company, troupe. 


actress /‘zktris/ moun female actor. 


l m see ACTOR. 


actual /‘ektJuel/ adjective 1 existing, real. 2 
current. o actuality /-'æ1-/ noun (plural -ies). 
m 1 authentic, bona fide, confirmed, corporeal, 
definite, existing, factual, genuine, indisputable, 
legitimate, living, material, real, tangible, true, 
verifiable. 2 current, existing, present, prevailing. 


actually adverb in fact, really. 


actuary /'æktfvərı/ noun (plural -ies) statisti- 
cian, esp. one calculating insurance risks and 
premiums. o actuarial /-'eər-/ adjective. 


actuate /‘ektSuert/ verb (-ting) cause to move, 
function, act. 


acuity /a'kju:1tt/ noun acuteness. 


acumen /'ækjumen/ noun keen insight or dis- 
cernment. 


acupuncture /‘zkju:panktfa/ noun medical 
treatment using needles in parts of the body. 
o acupuncturist noun. 


acute /e'kju:t/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 keen, penetrat- 
ing; perceptive. 2 (of pain) severe, sharp. 3 (of 
disease) coming quickly to crisis. 4 (of problem 
etc.) severe, critical. 5 (of angle) less than 90°. 
© noun = ACUTE ACCENT. O acute accent mark (") 
over letter indicating pronunciation. o acutely 
adverb. acuteness moun. 


m adjective 1 alert, analytical, astute, canny, 
clever, colloquial cute, discerning, incisive, 
intelligent, keen, penetrating, perceptive, 
sensitive, sharp, shrewd, subtle. 2 excruciating, 
exquisite, extreme, intense, keen, piercing, 
racking, severe, sharp, shooting, violent. 3 critical, 
sudden. 4 critical, immediate, overwhelming, 
pressing, serious, urgent. 5 narrow, pointed, 
sharp. 


AD abbreviation of the Christian era (Anno 
Domini). 

ad noun colloquial advertisement. 

adage /‘zedid3/ noun proverb, maxim: 


adagio /a'da:31au/ Music adverb & adjective in 
slow time. © noun (plural -s) adagio passage. 


adamant /‘edemant/ adjective stubbornly 
resolute. o adamantly adverb. 


adamantine /ædə'mæntam/ adjective un- 
breakable; unshakeable. 


Adam’s apple /'ædəmz/ noun cartilaginous 
projection at front of neck. 


adapt /ə'dæpt/ verb 1 (usually + to) fit, adjust; 
alter. 2 (+ to, for) make suitable, modify. 3 
(usually + to) adjust to new conditions. o adapt- 
able adjective. adaptation /æd-/ noun. 
41, 2 adjust, alter, amend, change, convert, edit, 
fit, modify, process, rearrange, rebuild, 
reconstruct, refashion, remake, reorganize, suit, 
tailor, transform. 3 (adapt to) acclimatize to, 
accustom to, adjust to, attune to, become 
conditioned to, become hardened to, become 
reconciled to, get accustomed to, get used to, 
habituate to. 


adaptor noun 1 device for making equipment 
compatible. 2 Electricity device for connecting 
several electrical plugs to one socket. 


add verb 1 joinas increase or supplement. 2 unite 
(numbers) to get their total. 3 say further. o add 
in add, include. add to increase. add up 1 find 
total of. 2 (+ fo) amount to. 

m 1 annex, append, attach, combine, integrate, 

join, tack on, unite. o add in see INCLUDE. add to 

see INCREASE verb. add up 1 see TOTAL verb 2. 2 

(add up to) see TOTAL verb 1. 


addendum /ə'dendəm/ noun (plural -da) 1 
thing to be added. 2 material added at end of 
book. 


adder /'ædə/ noun small venomous snake. 


addict /‘zedikt/ noun 1 person addicted, esp. to 
drug. 2 colloquial devotee. 


m 1 slang junkie, colloquial user. 2 see ENTHUSIAST 
(ENTHUSIASM). 


addicted /e'diktid/ adjective (usually + to) 1 
dependent on a drug as a habit. 2 devoted to an 
interest. o addiction noun. 


a D addiction compulsion, craving, dependence, 
fixation, habit, obsession. 


addictive /ə'dıktıv/ adjective causing addiction. 
addition /a'diJ(e)n/ noun 1 adding. 2 person or 


AD | adhesion 


thing added. oin addition (often + to) also, as 
well. 

m 1 adding up, calculation, computation, 
reckoning, totalling, totting up. 2 accession, 
accessory, accretion, addendum, additive, 
adjunct, admixture, annexe, appendage, appendix, 
appurtenance, attachment, codicil (fo a will), 
continuation, development, expansion, 

extension, extra, increase, increment, postscript, 
supplement. 


additional adjective added, extra. o addition- 
ally adverb. 

u added, extra, further, increased, more, new, 

other, spare, supplementary. 


additive /'ædıtrv/ noun substance added, esp. to 
colour, flavour, or preserve food. 


addle /'æd(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 muddle, confuse. 
2 (usually as addled adjective) (of egg) become 
rotten. 


address /a'dres/ noun 1 place where person 
lives or organization is situated. 2 particulars of 
this, esp. for postal purposes. 3 speech delivered 
to an audience. @ verb 1 write postal directions 
on. 2 direct (remarks etc.). 3 speak or write to. 4 
direct one’s attention to. o address oneself to 1 
speak or write to. 2 attend to. 
a noun 1 directions, location, whereabouts. 3 
discourse, harangue, homily, lecture, sermon, 
speech, talk. @ verb 3 accost, approach, colloquial 
buttonhole, give a speech to, greet, hail, harangue, 
lecture, salute, speak to, talk to. 4 see TACKLE verb 
1. 


addressee /zdre'si:/ noun person to whom 
letter etc. is addressed. 

adduce /ə'dju:s/ verb (-cing) cite as proof or 
instance. o adducible adjective. 

adenoids /‘zdmoids/ plural noun enlarged 
lymphatic tissue between nose and throat, often 
hindering breathing. o adenoidal /-'no1-/ adjec- 
tive. 

adept adjective /a‘dept, 'ædept/ (+ at, in) skilful. 
@noun |'ædept/ adept person. dadeptness 
noun. 


m adjective clever, competent, expert, gifted, 
practised, proficient, skilful, talented. 
adequate /‘zdikwat/ adjective sufficient, satis- 
factory. o adequacy noun. adequately adverb. 
m acceptable, all right, average, competent, fair, 


middling, colloquial OK, passable, presentable, 
satisfactory, colloquial so so, sufficient, tolerable. 


adhere /əd'hrə/ verb (-ring) 1 (usually + to) stick 
fast. 2 (+ to) behave according to (rule etc.). 3 (+ 
to) give allegiance to. 


m 1 bind, bond, cement, cling, glue, gum, paste, 
| stick. 2 (adhere to) see FOLLOW 6. 


adherent noun supporter. @ adjective adher- 
ing. o adherence noun. 


u noun aficionado, devotee, fan, follower, 
| supporter. 


adhesion /əd'hi:3(0)n/ noun adhering. 


adhesive | admirable 


adhesive /əd'hi:srv/ adjective sticky, causing 
adhesion. @ noun adhesive substance. 


l m adjective glued, gluey, gummed, sticky. 

ad hoc /æd'hok/ adverb & adjective for one par- 
ticular occasion or use. 

adieu /ə'dju:/ interjection goodbye. 

ad infinitum /æd mfrnattem/ adverb without 
limit; for ever. 

adipose /‘zdipeuz/ adjective of fat, fatty. 
o adiposity /-'pos-/ noun. ` 

adjacent /ə'dzers(ə)nt/ adjective lying near, 
adjoining. o adjacency noun. 

adjective /‘zdziktrv/ noun word describing 
noun or pronoun (see panel). o adjectival 
/-'tarv-/ adjective. 

adjoin /ə'dzom/. verb (often as adjoining 
adjective) be next to and joined with. 


m abut on, border on, touch; (adjoining) adjacent, 
| contiguous, juxtaposed, neighbouring, next. 
adjourn /a'd33:n/ verb 1 postpone, break off. 2 
(+ to) transfer to (another place). o adjournment 
noun. 
m 1 break off, defer, discontinue, interrupt, 
postpone, put off, suspend. 0 adjournment 
break, interruption, pause, postponement, recess, 
stay, suspension. 


adjudge /a'dgad3/ verb (-ging) 1 pronounce 
judgement on. 2 pronounce or award judicially. 
o adjudg(e)ment noun. 

adjudicate /a'd3u:dikert/ verb (-ting) 1 act as 
judge. 2 adjudge. o adjudication noun. adjudi- 
cator noun. 

adjunct /‘zd3ankt/ noun (+ to, of ) subordinate 
or incidental thing. 

adjure /ə'd3və/ verb (-ring) (usually + to do) beg 
or command. o adjuration noun. 
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adjust /e'dgast/ verb 1 order, position; arrange, 
2 regulate. 3 (usually + to) adapt. 4 harmonize. 
o adjustable adjective. adjustment noun. 
u 1, 2 adapt, alter, amend, arrange, balance, 
change, convert, correct, modify, put right, rectify, 
regulate, remake, remodel, reorganize, reshape, 
set, tailor, temper, tune. 3 (adjust to) acclimatize 
to, accommodate oneself to, accustom oneself to, 
adapt to, habituate oneself to, reconcile oneself to. 


adjutant /‘zdsut(e)nt/ moun army officer 
assisting superior in administrative duties. 


ad lib /zed 'lrb/ verb (-bb-) improvise. © adjective 
improvised. © adverb to any desired extent. 


Adm. abbreviation Admiral. 


administer /ad'mmiste/ verb 1 manage 
(affairs). 2 formally deliver, dispense. 

m 1 administrate, conduct, control, direct, govern, 

lead, manage, organize, oversee, preside over, 

regulate, rule, run, supervise. 2 carry out, deliver, 

dispense, distribute, execute, give, hand out, 

implement, measure out, literary mete out, provide, 


supply. 


administrate /əd'mmıstrert/ verb administer; 
act as administrator. 


administration /edmum'streif(a)n/ noun 1 
administering, esp. public affairs. 2 government 
in power. 


administrative /əd'mmıstrətıv/ adjective of 
the management of affairs. 


administrator /əd'mmıstrertə/ noun manager 
of business, public affairs, or person’s estate. 

m bureaucrat, chief, civil servant, controller, 

director, executive, manager, mandarin, organizer. 


admirable /'ædmərəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 deserving 
admiration. 2 excellent. o admirably adverb. 


Adjective 


An adjective is a word that describes a noun or pronoun, e.g. 
red, clever, German, depressed, battered, sticky, shining 


Most can be used either before a noun, e.g. 
the red house alazy man 
aclever woman 

or after a verb like be, seem, or call, e.g. 
The house is red. 

She seems very clever. 


Some can be used only before a noun, e.g. 


Iwouldn’t call him lazy. 


the chief reason (one cannot say “the reason is chief) 


Some can be used only after a verb, e.g. 


The ship is still afloat. (one cannot say *an afloat ship) 
A few can be used only immediately after a noun, e.g. 
the president elect (one cannot say either *an elect president or *The president is elect) 


(See also panels at COMPARATIVE and SUPERLATIVE.) 
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m 1 awe-inspiring, commendable, creditable, 

deserving, estimable, exemplary, honourable, 
laudable, meritorious, pleasing, praiseworthy, 
wondertul, worthy. 2 see EXCELLENT. 


admiral /‘zdmar(e)l/ noun 1 commander-in- 
chief of navy. 2 high-ranking naval officer; 
commander. 


Admiralty noun (plural -ies) (in full Admiralty 
Board) historical committee superintending 
Royal Navy. 


admire /ad'mato/ verb 1 regard with approval, 
respect, or satisfaction. 2 express admiration of. 
o admiration /edme'rel-/, noun. admirer noun. 
admiring adjective. admiringly adverb. 
a applaud, appreciate, approve of, be delighted 
by, commend, esteem, have a high opinion of, 
honour, idolize, laud, look up to, marvel at, praise, 
respect, revere, think highly of, value, venerate, 
wonder at. a admiration appreciation, awe, 
commendation, esteem, hero-worship, high 
regard, honour, praise, respect: admiring see 
COMPLIMENTARY 1, RESPECTFUL. 


admissible /ad'misib(9)l/ adjective 1 worth 
accepting or considering. 2 allowable. 
o admissibility noun. 


admission /ad'm1J(2)n/ noun 1 acknowledge- 
ment (of error etc.). 2 (right of) entering. 3 
entrance charge. 

m 1 acceptance, acknowledgement, affirmation, _ 

concession, confession, declaration, disclosure, 

revelation. 2 access, admittance, entrance, entry. 


admit /ad'mit/ verb (-tt-) 1 (often + to be, that) 
acknowledge, recognize as true. 2 (+ to) confess 
to. 3 let in. 4 take (patient) into hospital. 5 accom- 
modate. 6 (+ of ) allow as possible. 

m 1 accept, acknowledge, allow, concede, declare, 

disclose, recognize, reveal, say reluctantly. 2 

(admit to) confess to, own up to. 3, 4 accept, allow 

in, let in, receive, take in. 


admittance noun admitting or being admitted, 
usually to a place. 


admittedly adverb as must be admitted. 


admixture /æd'mıkstfə/ noun 1 thing added, 
esp. minor ingredient. 2 adding of this. 


admonish /ad'montJ/ verb 1 reprove. 2 urge. 3 
(+ of) warn of. o admonishment noun. admon- 
ition /ædmə'nı-/ noun. admonitory adjective. 


ad nauseam /æd ‘no:ziem/ adverb to a 
sickening extent. 


ado /a'du:/ noun fuss, trouble. 
adobe /ə'dəvbı/ noun sun-dried brick. 


adolescent /ædə'lesənt/ adjective between 
childhood and adulthood. © noun adolescent 
person. o adolescence noun. 

m adjective boyish, girlish, immature, juvenile, 
pubescent, teenage, youthful. © noun boy, girl, 

Juvenile, minor, teenager, youngster, youth. 

ū adolescence boyhood, girlhood, growing up, 

puberty, teens, youth. 


adopt /ə'dopt/ verb 4 legally take (child) as one’s 


own. 2 take over (another's idea etc.). 3 choose. 4 
accept responsibility for. 5 approve (report etc.). 
o adoption noun. 

m 1 foster, take in. 2 appropriate, embrace, 
espouse, follow, support, take over, take up. 3 
choose, go for, take on. 5 accept, approve, back, 
embrace, endorse, support. 


adoptive adjective because of adoption. 


adorable /e'do:rab(e)l/ adjective 1 deserving 
adoration. 2 colloquial delightful, charming. 

adore /ə'də:/ verb (-ring) 1 love intensely. 2 
worship. 3 colloquial like very much. o ador- 
ation /ædə'rer-/ noun. adorer noun. 

m 1 admire, cherish, dote on, idolize, love. 2 exalt, 

glorify, hallow, honour, revere, venerate, worship. 


adorn /ə'də:n/ verb add beauty to, decorate. 
o adornment noun. 


m beautify, decorate, embellish, garnish, 
ornament, trim. 


adrenal /ə'dri:n(ə)l/ adjective of adrenal glands. 
© noun (in full adrenal gland) either of two duct- 
less glands above the kidneys. 

adrenalin /ə'drenəlm/ noun stimulative 
hormone secreted by adrenal glands. 3 

adrift /ə'drıft/ adverb & adjective 1 drifting. 2 
colloquial unfastened. 3 out of order. 1 

a adjective 1 afloat, aimless, anchorless, astray, 

directionless, drifting, floating, lost, purposeless. 


adroit /ə'drərt/ adjective dexterous, skilful. 
o adroitness noun. 

adsorb /ad'so:b/ verb attract and hold thin layer 
of (gas or liquid) on its surface. 0 adsorbent 
adjective & noun. adsorption nour. 

adulate /‘zdjoleit/ verb hold in high regard; 
flatter obsequiously. o adulatory adjective. 

adulation /zdjo'lerJ(9)n/ moun obsequious flat- 
tery. 

adult /‘zedalt/ adjective 1 grown-up, mature. 2 of 
or for adults. @ noun adult person. o adulthood 
noun. 


m adjective 1 full-grown, full-size, grown-up, 
mature. ` 


adulterate /ə'daltərert/ verb (-ting) debase (esp. 
food) by adding other substances. o adulteration 
noun. : 


m alloy, contaminate, corrupt, debase, dilute, 
colloquial doctor, pollute, taint, weaken. 


adultery /ə'daltərı/ noun voluntary sexual 
intercourse of married person other than with 
spouse. o adulterer, adulteress noun. adulter- 
ous adjective. 

adumbrate /'ædambrert/ verb. (-ting)1 indicate 
faintly or in outline. 2 foreshadow. 0 adumbra- 
tion noun. 

advance /ad'va:ns/ verb (-cing) 1 move or put 
forward. 2 progress. 3 pay or lend beforehand. 4 
promote. 5 present (idea etc.). @noun 1 going 
forward. 2 progress. 3 loan. 4 payment before- 
hand, 5 (in plural) amorous approaches. 6 rise 


advanced | adverb 


in price. @ adjective done etc. beforehand; going 
before others. oadvance on approach 
threateningly. in advance ahead, beforehand. 
m verb 1 approach, come near, forge ahead, go 
forward, move forward, press on, proceed, push 
on. 2 develop, evolve, forge ahead, gain ground, 
improve, make headway, make progress, 
progress, prosper, thrive. 3 lend, offer, pay, 
provide, supply. 4 accelerate, assist, benefit, 
boost, further, help the progress of, promote. 5 
adduce, give, present, propose, put forward, 
submit, suggest. © noun 1, 2 development, 
evolution, forward movement, growth, headway, 
improvement, progress. 


advanced adjective 1 well ahead. 2 well 
developed. 3 not elementary. 4 ahead of the 
times; progressive. 0 advanced level high level 
GCE exam. 

m 2 grown-up, mature, precocious, sophisticated, 

well developed. 3 complex, difficult, hard, higher. 

4 forward-looking, innovative, new, novel, 

pioneering, progressive. 


advancement noun promotion of person, 
cause, etc. 


advantage /ad'va:ntid3/ noun 1 beneficial 
feature. 2 benefit, profit. 3 (often + over) superior- 
ity.4 Tennisnext pointafter deuce. @ verb (-ging) 
benefit, favour. o take advantage of 1 make 
good use of. 2 exploit. oadvantageous 
/ædvən'terd3əs/ adjective. 
m noun 1 asset, benefit, bonus, boon, plus, 
strength. 2 aid, assistance, benefit, gain, help, 
profit, usefulness. 3 dominance, edge, head start, 
superiority. 0 take advantage of 2 see EXPLOIT 
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verb 2. 0 advantageous beneficial, favourable, 
helpful, positive, profitable, salutary, useful, 
valuable, worthwhile. 


Advent /'ædvent/ moun 1 season before 
Christmas. 2 coming of Christ. 3 (advent) 
arrival. 

Adventist noun member of sect believing in 
imminent second coming of Christ. 


adventitious /zdv(e)n'tifes/ adjective acci- 
dental, casual. 

adventure /ad'ventfe/ noun 1 unusual and 
exciting experience. 2 hazardous activity. 3 
danger, excitement. 4 enterprise. © verb (-ring) 
dare, venture. o adventure playground one with 
climbing frames etc. 

u noun 1 experience, incident. 2 enterprise, 

escapade, exploit, feat, undertaking, venture. 3 

adventurousness, danger, excitement, hazard, 

risk. 4 enterprise, risk, speculation, venture. 


adventurer noun (feminine adventuress) 1 
person who seeks adventure esp. for personal 
gain or pleasure. 2 financial speculator. 


adventurous adjective 1 venturesome, enter- 
prising. 2 marked by adventure. o adventur- 
ousness noun. 

m 1 audacious, bold, brave, courageous, 

daredevil, daring, foolhardy, intrepid, reckless, 

venturesome. 2 challenging, dangerous, difficult, 

exciting, hazardous, risky. ; 


adverb /'ædv3:b/ noun word indicating manner, 
degree, circumstance, etc. used to modify verb, 
adjective, or other adverb (see panel). n adver- 
bial /ad'va:-/ adjective. 


Adverb 
An adverb is used: 
4 witha verb, to say: 


a how something happens, e.g. He walks quickly.. 


b where something happens, e.g. J live here. 


c when something happens, e.g. They visited us yesterday. 
d how often something happens, e.g. We usually have coffee. 


2 tostrengthen or weaken the meaning of: 


aa verb, e.g. He really meant it. I almost fell asleep. 
ban adjective, e.g. She is very clever. This is a slightly better result. 
c another adverb, e.g. It comes off terribly easily. The boys nearly always get home late. 


3 to.add to the meaning of a whole sentence, e.g. 


He is probably our best player. Luckily, no one was hurt. 
In writing or in formal speech, it is Incorrect to use an adjective instead of an adverb. For example, 


*Do it proper. 


use 
~ Doitproperly. and not 
butnote that many words are both an adjective and an adverb, e.g. 
adjective adverb i 
- afast horse Heran fast. 
along time Have you been here long? 


mrocecacsscceccsoeceececccecoccoccoccoccecococcococcocccosoccocoococccooceccccococooooeoo 
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adversary /'ædvəsərı/ noun (plural -ies) 
enemy; opponent. o adversarial /-'sea-/ adjec- 
tive. 


a antagonist, attacker, enemy, foe, opponent, 
| rival. 


adverse /'ædvs:s/ adjective 1 unfavourable. 2 
harmful. o adversely adverb. 
m 1 attacking, censorious, critical, derogatory, 
disadvantageous, hostile, inimical, negative, 
opposing, prejudicial, uncomplimentary, 
uncongenial, unfavourable, unkind, unpropitious, 
unsympathetic. 2 deleterious, detrimental, 
harmful, hurtful, injurious. 


adversity /ad'vs:sit1/ noun misfortune. 
advert /‘zedvs:t/ noun colloquial advertisement. 


advertise /‘zdvataiz/ verb (-sing) 1 promote 
publicly to increase sales. 2 make generally 
known. 3 seek to sell, fill (vacancy), or (+ for) buy 
or employ by notice in newspaper etc. 

a 1 market, merchandise, colloquial plug, 

promote, publicize, push, tout. 2 announce, 

broadcast, display, flaunt, make known, proclaim, 

publicize, show off. 


advertisement /ad'vs:tisment/ noun 4 public 
announcement advertising something. 2 adver- 
tising. 

a 1 colloquial ad, colloquial advert, bill, blurb, 

circular, commercial, handout, leaflet, notice, 

placard, colloquial plug, poster, sign. 2 marketing, 

promotion, publicity. 


advice /ad'vais/ noun 1 recommendation on 
how to act. 2 information. 3 notice of transac- 
tion. 

a 1 admonition, counsel, guidance, help, opinion, 

recommendation, tip, view, warning. 2 see NEWS 1. 


advisable /ad'vaizab(s)1/ adjective to be recom- 
mended; expedient. o advisability noun. 

m expedient, judicious, politic, prudent, 

recommended, sensible, wise. 


advise /ad'vaiz/ verb (-sing) 1 give advice (to); 
recommend. 2 (usually + of, that) inform. 
m 1 admonish, caution, counsel, enjoin, exhort, 
guide, instruct, recommend, suggest, urge, warn. 2 
see INFORM 1. 


advisedly /ad'varzidl1/ adverb deliberately. 


adviser noun person who advises, esp. offi- 
cially. 


m confidant(e), consultant, counsellor, guide, 
mentor. 


advisory /əd'varzərı/ adjective giving advice. 


advocaat /ædvə'ka:t/ noun liqueur of eggs, 
sugar, and brandy. 


advocacy /'ædvəkəsı/ noun support or argu- 
ment for cause etc. 


advocate noun /'ædvəkət/ 1 (+ of) person who 
Speaks in favour of. 2 person who pleads for 
another, esp. in law court. everb /'ædvəkert/ 
(ting) recommend by argument. 


adversary | affair 


m noun 1 apologist, backer, champion, proponent, 
Supporter. 2 see LAWYER. @ verb argue for, back, 
champion, favour, recommend, speak for, uphold. 


adze /zdz/ noun (US adz) axe with arched blade 
at right angles to handle. 


aegis /'i:d31s/ noun protection, support. 

aeolian harp /i:‘aulran/ noun (US eolian harp) 
stringed instrument sounding when wind passes 
through it. 

aeon /'i:on/ noun (also eon) 1 long or indefinite 
period. 2 an age. 


aerate /'eərert/ verb (-ting) 1 charge with carbon 
dioxide. 2 expose to air. o aeration noun. 

aerated /e:'reitid/ adjective (of liquid) charged 
with gas; effervescent. 2 slang agitated; angry. 

aerial /'eər1əl/ noun device for transmitting or 
receiving radio signals. @ adjective 1 from the 
air. 2 existing in the air. 3 like air. 

aero- combining form 1 air. 2 aircraft. 

aerobatics /eərə'bætıks/ plural noun 1 feats of 
spectacular flying of aircraft. 2 (treated as 
singular) performance of these. 

aerobics /ea'raubiks/ plural noun vigorous 
exercises designed to increase oxygen intake. 
o aerobic adjective. 

aerodrome /‘eeredraum/ noun small airport or 
airfield. 

aerodynamics /esreudarnemiks/ plural 
noun (usually treated as singular) dynamics of 
solid bodies moving through air. o aero- 
dynamic adjective. 

aerofoil /‘earafoil/ noun structure with curved 
surfaces (e.g. aircraft wing), designed to give lift 
in flight. 

aeronautics /eərəv'nə:tıks/ plural noun 
(usually treated as singular) science or practice 
of motion in the air. o aeronautical adjective. 


aeroplane /'eərəplem/ noun powered 
heavier-than-air aircraft with wings. 

aerosol /‘esresnl/ noun pressurized container 
releasing substance as fine spray. 


aerospace /‘eorauspels/ noun 1 earth's at- 
mosphere and outer space. 2 aviation in this. 

aesthete /'i:s0i:t/ noun person who appreciates 
beauty. 

aesthetic /i:s'Getik/ adjective 1 of or sensitive 
to beauty. 2 tasteful. o aesthetically adverb. 
aestheticism /-siz(s)m/ noun. 


m 1 artistic, cultivated, refined, sensitive. 2 artistic, 
| beautiful, tasteful. 


aetiology /i:t'nled31/ noun (US etiology) study 
of causation or of causes of disease. o aetio- 
logical /-a'lnd3-/ adjective. 

afar /ə'fa:/ adverb at or to a distance. 

affable /'æfəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 friendly. 2 courte- 
ous. o affablility noun. affably adverb. 

affair /a'feo/ noun 1 matter, concern. 2 colloquial 
thing, event. 3 love affair. 4 (in plural) business. 


affect | afraid 


m 1 business, concern, interest, matter. 2 
circumstance, episode, event, happening, 
incident, occurrence, thing. 3 amour, attachment, 
intrigue, involvement, liaison, colloquial 
relationship, romance. 4 (affairs) activities, 
business, dealings, transactions. 


affect /a'fekt/ verb 1 produce effect on. 2 (often 
as affected adjective) (of disease etc.) attack. 3 
move emotionally. 4 use for effect. 5 pretend to 
feel. 6 (+ to do) pretend to. 


USAGE Affect is often confused with effect, which 
means ‘to bring about’. 

m 1 alter, change, have an effect on, have an impact 
on, impinge on, influence, relate to. 2 afflict, attack, 
damage, strike; (affected) afflicted, damaged, 
infected, injured, poisoned, archaic stricken, 
troubled. 3 agitate, concern, disturb, impress, 
influence, move, perturb, stir, touch, trouble, 
upset. 4 adopt, assume, use. 5 fake, feign, pretend, 
puton, sham. 


affectation /æfek'terf(ə)n/ noun 1 artificial 
manner. 2 pretentious display. 


m 1 artificiality, insincerity, mannerism, posturing. 
2 see PRETENCE 4. 


affected adjective 1 pretended. 2 full of affec- 
tation. 
m 1 artificial, contrived, insincere, pretended, put 
on, studied, unnatural. 2 see PRETENTIOUS, 
UNNATURAL 4. > : 


affection /ə'fekf(ə)n/ noun 1 goodwill, fond 
feeling. 2 disease. 

m 1 attachment, fondness, friendliness, friendship, 

goodwill, liking, love, partiality, tenderness, 

warmth. 


affectionate /s'fekJanat/ adjective loving. 
o affectionately adverb. 
m Caring, doting, fond, kind, loving, tender, warm. 


otidavit /efi'dervit/ noun written statement on 
oath. Sis 


affiliate /ə'filtert/ verb (-ting) (+ to, with) attach 
to, connect to, or adopt as member or branch. 


affiliation noun affiliating, being affiliated. 
affiliation order legal order compelling sup- 
posed father to support illegitimate child. 


affinity /ə'fmıtı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 attraction. 
2 relationship. 3 resemblance. 4 Chemistry ten- 
dency of substances to combine with others. 
m 2closeness, compatibility, kinship, 
like-mindedness, rapport, relationship, sympathy. 
3 likeness, resemblance, similarity. 


affirm /a'f3:m/ verb 1 stateas fact. 2makesolemn 
declaration in place of oath. o affirmation 
/zfa'merf(e)n/ noun. 

m assert, formal aver, formal avow, declare, 

maintain, state, swear, testify. o affirmation 

assertion, formal avowal, declaration, promise, 

statement, testimony. 
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affirmative /e'fs:mativ/ adjective affirming, 
expressing approval. @ noun affirmative state- 
ment. 


m adjective agreeing, assenting, concurring, 
| confirming, positive. 


affix verb /e'fiks/ 1 attach, fasten. 2 add in 
writing. @ noun /'æfiks/ 1 addition. 2 prefix, 
suffix. 


afflict /a'flikt/ verb distress physically or men- 
tally. 
m affect, annoy, beset, bother, burden, distress, 
harass, harm, hurt, oppress, pain, colloquial 
plague, torment, torture, trouble, try, worry, 
wound. 


affliction noun 1 distress, suffering. 2 cause of 
this. ` 

affluent /‘zfluent/ adjective rich. o affluence 
noun. 

m colloquial flush, slang loaded, moneyed, 

opulent, prosperous, rich, wealthy, colloquial 

well-heeled, well off, well-to-do. 


afford /a'fo:d/ verb 1 (after can, be able to) have 
enough money, time, etc., for; be able to spare 
(time etc.). 2 (+ to do) be in a position to. 3 
provide. 


m 1 be rich enough, have the means, manage to 
give. 3 see PROVIDE 1. 


afforest /o'forist/ verb 1 convert into forest. 2 
plant with trees. o afforestation noun. 


affray /ə'frer/ noun breach of peace by fighting 
or rioting in public. ` 3 


affront /a'frant/ noun open. insult. @verb 1 
insult openly. 2 embarrass. ‘ 


Afghan /'æfgæn/ noun native, national, or lan- 
guage of Afghanistan. @ adjective of Afghanistan. 
o Afghan hound tall dog with long silky hair. 


aficionado /efisja'na:deu/ noun (plural -os) 
devotee of particular sport or pastime. 


afield /o'ft:ld/ adverb to or at a distance. 


aflame /ə'flem/ adverb & adjective 1 in flames. 
2 very excited. 


afloat /ə'fləvt/ adverb & adjective 4 floating. 2 at 
sea. 3 out of debt. 
L] 1 adrift, floating. 2 aboard, on board ship, under 
sail. z 2 


afoot /a'fut/ adverb & adjective in operation; pro- 
gressing. a 


afore /ə'fo:/ preposition & adverb archaic before. 
afore- combining form previously. 


aforethought adjective (after noun) premedi- 
ed. : 


a fortiori [e1 fo:t'o:rat/ adverb & adjective with 
stronger reason. [Latin] . 


afraid /ə'frerd/ adjective alarmed, frightened. 
o be afraid colloquial politely regret. 
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aghast, agitated, alarmed, anxious, 
apprehensive, cowardly, cowed, daunted, 
diffident, faint-hearted, fearful, frightened, . 
hesitant, horrified, intimidated, colloquial jittery, 
nervous, panicky, panic-stricken, reluctant, 
scared, terrified, timid, timorous, trembling, 
unheroic, colloquial windy. 0 be afraid be 
apologetic, be regretful, be sorry, regret. 


afresh /ə'fref/ adverb anew; with fresh start. 


African /‘zfrrken/ noun 1 native of Africa. 2 
person of African descent. © adjective of Africa. 


Afrikaans /zfri'ka:ns/ noun language derived 
from Dutch, used in S. Africa. 


Afrikaner /æfrrka:nə/ noun Afrikaans- 
speaking white person in S. Africa. 


Afro /'æfrəu/ adjective (of hair) tightly-curled 
and bushy. © noun (plural -s) Afro hairstyle. 


Afro- combining form African. 
aft /a:ft/ adverb at or towards stern or tail. 


after /'a:ftə/ preposition 1 following in time. 2 in 
view of. 3 despite. 4 behind. 5 in pursuit or quest 
of. 6 about, concerning. 7 in allusion to or imita- 
tion of. © conjunction later than. @ adverb 1 later. 
2 behind. © adjective later. u after all in spite of 
everything. afterbirth placenta etc. discharged 
after childbirth. aftercare attention after 
leaving hospital etc. after-effect delayed effect 
of accident etc. afterlife life after death. afters 
colloquial sweet dessert. aftershave lotion 
applied after shaving. afterthought thing 
thought of or added later. 


u o afterthought addendum, addition, extra, 
postscript. 


aftermath /‘a:ftamz0/ noun consequences. 


afternoon /a:fto'nu:n/ noun time between 
midday and evening. 


afterwards /‘a:ftawedz/ adverb later, sub- 
sequently. 


again /ə'gen/ adverb 1 another time. 2 as previ- 
ously. 3 in addition. 4 on the other hand. o again 
and again repeatedly. 


against /ə'genst/ preposition 1 in opposition to. 
2 into collision or in contact with. 3 to the disad- 
vantage of. 4 in contrast to. 5 in anticipation of. 
6 as compensating factor to. 7 in return for. 


agape /ə'gerp/ adjective gaping. 


agate /‘zgat/ noun usually hard streaked chal- 
cedony. s 


agave /a'gervi/ noun spiny-leaved plant. 


age noun 1 length of past life or existence, 2 
(often in plural) colloquial a long time. 3 histor- 
ical period. 4 old age. @ verb (ageing) 1 (cause to) 
show signs of age. 2 grow old. 3 mature. 0 come 
of age reach legal adult status. under age notold 
enough. 

m noun 1 life span, lifetime. 3 days, epoch, era, 

time. 4 advancing years, decrepitude, dotage, old 

age, senility. @ verb 1, 2 degenerate, grow older, 
look older. 3 mature, mellow, ripen. 


afresh | aggressive 


aged adjective 1 /erd3d/ of the age of. 2 /'e1d31d/ 
old. 


| @ 2see OLD 1. 


ageism /‘e1d31z(9)m/ noun prejudice or discrim- 
ination on grounds of age. 

ageless /'eid3lis/ adjective never growing or 
appearing old. . 

agency /‘eid3ens1/ noun ( plural -ies) 1 business 
or premises of agent. 2 action. 3 intervention. 

agenda /ə'dzendə/ noun (plural -s) 1 list of 
items to be considered at meeting. 2 things to be 
done. 


| u list, plan, programme, schedule, timetable. 


agent /‘eid3(9)nt/ moun 1 person acting for 
another in business etc. 2 person or thing produ- 
cing effect. 
m 1 broker, delegate, envoy, executor, functionary, 
go-between, intermediary, mediator, middleman, 
negotiator, proxy, representative, surrogate, 
trustee. 


agent provocateur /a:30 ~- prevoke'ts:/ noun 
(plural agents provocateurs same pronunci- 
ation) person tempting suspected offenders 
to self-incriminating action. [French] 


agglomerate /a'glomoreit/ verb (-ting) collect 
into mass. o agglomeration noun. 

agglutinate /a'glu:tmeit/ verb (-ting) stick as 
with glue. o agglutination noun. agglutinative 
/-natrv/ adjective. 

aggrandize /a'greendaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) 1 increase power, rank, or wealth of. 
2 make seem greater. O aggrandizement /-diz-/ 
noun. 


aggravate /'ægrəvert/ verb (-ting) 1 increase 
seriousness of. 2 disputed annoy. O aggravation 
noun. 


USAGE The use of aggravate to mean ‘annoy’ is 
considered incorrect by some people, but it is 
common in informal use. 

m 1 add to, augment, compound, exacerbate, 
exaggerate, increase, inflame, intensify, worsen. 2 
see ANNOY 1. 


aggregate noun /'xgrigot/ 1 sum total. 2 
crushed stone etc. used in making concrete. 
@adjective |'ægrıgət/ collective, total. e@ verb 
/'zegrigert/ 4 collect together, unite. 2 colloquial 
amount to. o aggregation noun. 
aggression /ə'gref(ə)n/ noun 1 unprovoked 
attack. 2 hostile act or feeling. O aggressor 
noun, 


a o aggressor assailant, attacker, instigator, 
invader. 


aggressive /a'grestv/ adjective 1 given to 
aggression. 2 forceful, self-assertive. O aggres- 
sively adverb. aggressiveness noun. 
m 1 antagonistic, bellicose, belligerent, bullying, 
destructive, hostile, militant, offensive, 
pugnacious, quarrelsome, violent, warlike. 2 
assertive, bold, forceful, colloquial pushy, 
self-assertive. 


I 


aggrieved | Aids 


aggrieved /a'gri:vd/ adjective having griev- 
ance. 

aggro /'ægrəv/ noun slang 1 aggression. 2 diffi- 
culty. 

aghast /ə'ga:st/ adjective amazed and horrified. 

agile /‘zdsaul/ adjective quick-moving, nimble. 
o agility /ə'dzüıtı/ noun. ; 

m acrobatic, adroit, deft, poetical or literary fleet, 

graceful, lissom, lithe, mobile, nimble, 

quick-moving, sprightly, Spry, supple. 


agitate /'ædzıtert/ verb (-ting) 1 (often as agi- 
tated adjective) disturb, excite. 2 (often + for, 
against) campaign, esp. politically. 3 shake 
briskly. o agitation noun. agitator noun. 

m 1 alarm, arouse, confuse, discomfit, disconcert, 

disturb, excite, fluster, incite, perturb, stir up, 

trouble, unsettle, upset, worry; (agitated) see 

NERVOUS 1,2,4, EXCITED (EXCITE). 3 beat, churn, 

ruffle, shake, stimulate, stir, toss, work up. 

UD agitator firebrand, rabble-rouser, 

revolutionary, troublemaker. 


aglow /o'glau/ adjective & adverb glowing; in 
glow of warmth or excitement. 


AGM abbreviation annual general meeting. 

agnail /‘egnel/ noun 1 torn skin at root of fin- 
gernail. 2 resulting soreness. 

agnostic /zg'nnstik/ noun person who believes 
that existence of God is not provable. @ adjective 
of agnosticism. o agnosticism /-siz(e)m/ noun. 

ago /a'gau/ adverb in the past. 

agog /2'gng/ adjective eager, expectant. 

agonize /'zgena/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 undergo mental anguish; suffer agony. 2 
cause to suffer agony. 3 (as agonized adjective) 
expressing agony. 


| m 1 labour, suffer, worry, wrestle. 


agony /'ægənı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 extreme 
physical or mental suffering. 2 severe struggle. 
Gagony aunt colloquial writer answering 
letters in agony column colloquial, section of 
magazine etc. offering personal advice. 


m 1 anguish, distress, pain, suffering, torment, 
torture. 


agoraphobia /zgore'feubie/ noun extreme 
fear of open spaces. o agoraphobic adjective. 


agrarian /a'greerien/ adjective of land or its cul- 
vation. @noun advocate of redistribution of 


agree /ə'gri:/ verb (-ees, -eed) 1 (often + with) 
hold similar opinion. 2 (often + with) be or 
become in harmony; suit, be compatible. 3 (often 
+1o, todo) consent. 4 admit as true. 5 reach agree- 
ment about. 6 (+ on) decide on. 
m 1 be unanimous, be united, concur, see eye to 
eye; (agree with) see ENDORSE 1. 2 accord, 
Correspond, fit, get on, harmonize, match, suit. 3 
(agree to) accede to, acquiesce in, assent to, be 
willing to, consent to, make a contract to, Pledge 
oneself to, promise to, undertake to. 4 admit, allow, 
concede, grant. 6 (agree on) see CHOOSE 1. 
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agreeable adjective 1 pleasing. 2 willing to 
agree. o agreeably adverb. 


= 1 acceptable, delightful, enjoyable, nice, 
pleasant. 


agreement noun 1 act or state of agreeing. 2 
arrangement, contract: 
m 1 accord, compatibility, concord, conformity, 
consensus, consent, consistency, 
correspondence, harmony, similarity, sympathy, 
unanimity, unity. 2 alliance, armistice, 
arrangement, bargain, compact, contract, 
convention, covenant, deal, entente, pact, 
settlement, treaty, truce, understanding. 


agriculture /‘zgrikaltfe/ noun cultivation of 
the soil and rearing of animals. o agricultural 
/-kal-/ adjective. agriculturalist /-‘kal-/ noun. 

m agronomy, crofting, cultivation, farming, 

husbandry, tilling. o agricultural agrarian, 

bucolic, farming, pastoral, rural. 


agronomy /2'gronemi/ moun science of soil 
management and crop production. O agrono- 
mist noun. 


aground /a'graund/ adjective & adverb on(to) 
bottom of shallow water. 


u adjective beached, grounded, helpless, 
marooned, shipwrecked, stranded. 


ague /'eigju:/ moun 1 shivering fit. 2 historical 
malarial fever. 

ah /a:/ interjection: expressing surprise, pleasure, 
or realization. 

aha /a:‘ha:/ interjection: expressing surprise, 
triumph, mockery, etc. 

ahead /a‘hed/ adverb 1 in advance, in front. 2 
(often + on) in the lead (on points etc.). 


ahoy /ə'hə1/ interjection Nautical call used in 
hailing. 

Al abbreviation 1 artificial insemination. 2 arti- 
ficial intelligence. 


aid noun 1 help. 2 person or thing that helps. 
@ verb 1 help. 2 promote (recovery etc.). o in aid 
of 1 in support of. 2 colloquial for purpose of. 
m noun 1 assistance, avail, backing, benefit, 
cooperation, donation, funding, grant, guidance, 
help, loan, patronage, relief, sponsorship, subsidy, 
archaic or formal succour, support. 2 see HELPER 
(HELP), TOOL noun 1. @ verb 1 abet, assist, back, 
benefit, collaborate with, contribute to, cooperate 
with, give a hand to, help, lend a hand to, prop up, 
rally round, relieve, subsidize, archaic or formal 
succour, support. 2 assist, encourage, facilitate, 
help, promote. 


aide /erd/ noun 1 aide-de-camp. 2 assistant. 
aide-de-camp /eid də 'ka-/ noun (plural 
aides- same pronunciation) officer assisting 
senior officer. 

aide-mémoire /idmem'wa:/ noun (plural 
aides-mémoires or aides-mémoire same 
pronunciation) an aid to the memory. 

Aids noun (also AIDS) acquired immune defi- 
ciency syndrome. 
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ai verb be ill or in poor condition. o ailing adjec- 
ive. 
a C ailing feeble, ill, infirm, poorly, sick, unwell; 
weak. 


aileron /‘elleron/ noun hinged flap on aircraft 
wing. 

ailment noun illness, esp. minor one. 

m affliction, complaint, disease, disorder, illness, 

infirmity, malady, sickness. 


aim verb 1 intend, try. 2 (usually + at) direct, 
point. 3 take aim. © noun 1 purpose, object. 2 
directing of weapon etc. at object. o take aim 
direct weapon etc. at object. 
u verb 1 aspire, design, endeavour, formal essay, 
intend, plan, propose, resolve, strive, try, want, 
wish. 2 address, beam, direct, point, sight, train, 
turn; (aim af) focus on, home in on, zero in on. 3 
line up, take aim. © noun 1 ambition, cause, 
design, destination, direction, dream, focus, goal, 
hope, intent, intention, mark, object, objective, 
plan, purpose, wish. 


aimless adjective purposeless. o aimlessly 
adverb. 


u directionless, purposeless, rambling, random, 
undisciplined, unfocused. 


ain’t /emt/ colloquial 1 am not, is not, are not. 2 
has not, have not. 


USAGE The use ofaint is incorrect in standard 
English. . ; 
air noun 1 mixture chiefly of oxygen and nitrogen 
surrounding earth. 2 open space. 3 earth’s atmo- 
sphere, often as place where aircraft operate. 4 
appearance, manner. 5 (in plural) affected 
manner. 6 light wind. 7 tune. @ verb 1 expose 
(room, clothes, etc.) to air; ventilate. 2 express 
and discuss publicly. o airbase base for military 
aircraft. air-bed inflatable mattress. airborne 1 
transported by air. 2 (of aircraft) in the air. air- 
brick brick perforated for ventilation. Air Com- 
modore RAF officer next above Group Captain. 
air-conditioned adjective equipped with air- 
conditioning. air-conditioning 1 regulation 
of humidity and temperature in building. 2 
apparatus for this. airfield area with runway(s) 
for aircraft. air force branch of armed forces 
fighting in the air. airgun gun using compressed 
air to fire pellets. air hostess stewardess in air- 
craft. air letter sheet of paper forming airmail 
letter. airlift @ noun emergency transport of sup- 
plies etc. by air. @ verb transport thus. airline 
public air transport company. airliner large pas- 
senger aircraft. airlock 1 stoppage of flow by air 
bubble in pipe etc. 2 compartment giving access 
to pressurized chamber. airmail 1 system of 
transporting mail by air. 2 mail carried thus. 
airman pilot or member of aircraft crew. Air 
(Chief, Vice-) Marshal high ranks in RAF. air- 
plane US aeroplane. airport airfield with facil- 
ities for passengers and cargo. air raid attack by 
aircraft. air rifle rifle using compressed air to fire 
pellets. airs and graces affected manner. airship 
powered aircraft lighter than air. airsick nau- 
seous from air travel. airspace air above a 


ail | alarm 


country. air speed aircraft’s speed relative to 
air. airstrip strip of ground for take-off and 
landing of aircraft. air terminal building with 
transport to and from airport. air traffic control- 
ler official who controls air traffic by radio. 
airway 1 recognized route of aircraft. 2 passage 
for air into lungs. airwoman woman pilot or 
member of aircraft crew. by air by or in aircraft. 
on the air being broadcast. up in the air (of pro- 
jects etc.) uncertain; undecided. 

m noun 2, 3 airspace, atmosphere, ether, heavens, 
sky. 4 ambience, appearance, aspect, aura, 
bearing, character, demeanour, feeling, 
impression, look, manner, literary mien, mood, 
style. 6 breath, breeze, draught, wind, literary 
zephyr. © verb 1 aerate, freshen, ventilate. 2 
articulate, display, exhibit, express, give vent to, 
make known, make public, vent, voice. O airman 
aviator, flyer, pilot. airport aerodrome, airfield, 
airstrip, heliport, landing strip, runway. 


aircraft noun (plural same) aeroplane, helicop- 
ter. o aircraft carrier warship that carries and 
acts as base for aircraft. aircraftman, aircraft- 
woman lowest rank in RAF. 

Airedale /'eədel/ noun terrier of large 
rough-coated breed. 


airless adjective 1 stuffy. 2 still, calm. 

airtight adjective impermeable to air. 

airworthy adjective (of aircraft) fit to fly. o air- 
worthiness noun. 

airy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 well ventilated. 2 flip- 


pant. 3lightas air. o airy-fairy colloquial unreal- 
istic, impractical. 


| E 1 breezy, draughty, fresh, open, ventilated. 


aisle /al/ noun 1 side part of church divided 
by pillars from nave. 2 passage between rows of 
pews, seats, etc. - 


| m 2 corridor, passage, passageway. 


aitchbone /‘eit{baun/ noun 1 rump bone of 
animal. 2 cut of beef over this. 

ajar /ə'd3a:/ adverb & adjective (of door etc.) 
slightly open. 

Akela /a:'keila/ noun adult leader of Cub Scouts. 


akimbo /ə'kmbəu/ adverb (of arms) with hands 
on hips and elbows out. 


akin /əkm/ adjective 1 related by blood. 2 
similar. 
| m 2 allied, related, similar. 

alabaster /'æləba:stə/ moun translucent 
usually white form of gypsum. @ adjective 1 of 
alabaster. 2 white, smooth. 

a la carte /æ la: 'ka:t/ adverb & adjective with 
individually priced dishes. 

alacrity /a'‘lekriti/ noun briskness, readiness. 

a la mode /æ la: 'maud/ adverb & adjective in 
fashion; fashionable. 


alarm /a'‘la:m/ noun 1 warning of danger etc. 2 
warning sound or device. 3 alarm clock. 4 appre- 
hension. @verb 1 frighten, disturb. 2 warn. 


alarmist | alive 


calarm clock clock that rings at set time. 
o alarming adjective. 

m noun 1 alert, signal, warning. 2, 3 alarm clock, 
bell, horn, siren, tocsin, whistle. 4 anxiety, 
consternation, dismay, fear, fright, nervousness, 
panic, uneasiness. @ verb 1 agitate, dismay, 
distress, disturb, frighten, panic, colloquial put the 
wind up, shock, startle, unnerve, worry. 


alarmist /əla:mıst/ noun person spreading 
unnecessary alarm. 

alas /o'les/ interjection: expressing grief or 
regret. 

alb noun long white vestment worn by Christian 
priests. 

albatross /‘zlbstrns/ noun 1 long-winged 
seabird related to petrel. 2 Golf score of 3 strokes 
under par for hole. 

albeit /o:1'bi:1t/ conjunction although. 

albino /æl'bi:nəu/ noun (plural -s) person or 
animal lacking pigment in skin, hair, and eyes. 
o albinism /‘zelbmiz(s)m/ noun. 

album /'ælbəm/ noun 1 book for displaying 
photographs etc. 2 long-playing gramophone 
record. 3 set of recordings issued together. 

albumen /‘2lbjomm/ noun egg white. 

albumin /‘zelbjumm/ noun water-soluble pro- 
tein found in egg white, milk, blood, etc. 

alchemy /'ælkəmı/ noun medieval chemistry, 
esp. seeking to turn base metals into gold. 
o alchemist noun. 

alcohol /‘zlkehnl/ noun 1 colourless volatile 
liquid, esp. as intoxicant present in wine, beer, 
spirits, etc. and as a solvent, fuel, etc. 2 liquor 
containing this. 3 other compound of this type. 


| m 2 colloquial booze, drink, liquor, spirits, wine. 
alcoholic /zlka‘holik/ adjective of, like, con- 


l taining, or caused by alcohol. @ noun person suf- 
$- fering from alcoholism. 


m adjective brewed, distilled, fermented, 
intoxicating, strong. © noun dipsomaniac, 
drunkard, inebriate. 


alcoholism /‘zlkehvliz(e)m/ noun condition 
resulting from addiction to alcohol. 
alcove /‘zlkavv/ noun recess in wall of room, 
garden, etc. 
alder /‘9:ldo/ noun tree related to birch. 
a alderman /'9:ldemen/ noun esp. historical civic 
d dignitary next in rank to mayor. 
ale zoun beer. 
i} alehouse /‘etlhavs/ noun archaic tavern. 
alert /a'ls:t/ adjective watchful; mentally agile. 
@noun 1 alarm. 2 state or period of special vigi- 
Fi lance. @verb (often + to) warn. o alertness 
noun. 


m adjective active, attentive, awake, careful, 
eagle-eyed, heedful, lively, observant, on one’s 
guard, on one's toes, on the lookout, on the watch, 
perceptive, quick, ready, sharp-eyed, vigilant, 
watchful, wide awake; (alert to) alive to, sensitive 
to, colloquial wise to. @ verb advise, alarm, 
forewarn, make aware, notify, signal, tip off, warn. 
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alfalfa /zl'feelfo/ noun clover-like plant used for 
fodder. 

alfresco /æl'freskəu/ adjective & adverb in the 
open air. 

alga /'ælgə/ noun (plural -gae /-d3i:/) (usually in 
plural) non-flowering stemless water plant. 

algebra /'zld3ibra/ noun branch of mathemat- 
ics using letters to represent numbers. o alge- 
braic /-breuk/ adjective. 

Algol /'ælgol/ moun high-level computer- 
programming language. 

algorithm /'zlger16()m/ noun process or rules 
for (esp. computer) calculation etc. 

alias /‘eiltes/ adverb also known as. @noun 
assumed name. 

alibi /'zelibar/ noun (plural -s) 1 proof that one 
was elsewhere. 2 disputed excuse. 


USAGE The use of alibi to mean ‘an excuse’ is 
considered incorrect by some people. 


| m 2 excuse, explanation. 


alien /'etlian/ adjective 1 (often + fo) unfamiliar, 
repugnant. 2 foreign. 3 of beings from another 
world. © noun 1 non-naturalized foreigner. 2 a 
being from another world. 

m adjective 1, 2 exotic, foreign, outlandish, 

strange, unfamiliar. 3 extraterrestrial. @ noun 1 

foreigner, newcomer, outsider, stranger. 


alienate /‘etlrenert/ verb (-ting) 1 cause to 
become unfriendly or hostile. 2 (often as alien- 
ated adjective) cause to feel isolated or estranged. 
3 transfer ownership of. o alienation noun. 

alight! /a'lart/ adjective 4 on fire. 2 lit up. 

m 1 ablaze, aflame, blazing, burning, fiery, ignited, 

live, on fire. 2 ablaze, illuminated, lit up. 


alight? /a'latt/ verb 4 (often + from) get down.or 
off. 2 come to earth, settle. 
m 1 descend, disembark, dismount, get down, get 
off. 2 come down, come to rest, land, perch, settle, 
touch down. 


align /ə'lam/ verb 4 place in or bring into line. 2 
(usually + with) ally (oneself etc.). o alignment 
noun. 

m 1 arrange in line, line up, straighten up. 2 affiliate, 

ally, associate, join, side, sympathize. 


„alike /a'latk/ adjective similar, like. e adverb in 


similar way. 

m adjective analogous, cognate, comparable, 
equivalent, identical, indistinguishable, like, 
matching, parallel, resembling, similar, twin, 
uniform. 


alimentary /eli'mentert/ adjective 4 con- 

cerning nutrition. 2 nourishing. o alimentary 
canal channel through which food passes during 
digestion. : 


alimony ['ælmənı/ noun money payable to a 
divorced or separated spouse. A 
alive /ə'Jarv/ adjective 4 living. 2 lively, active. 3 


panay to) alert to. 4 (usually + with) swarm- 
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a 1 animate, breathing, existing, extant, 
flourishing, in existence, live, living, archaic quick. 
3 (alive to) see ALERT adjective. 


- alkali /'ælkəlar/ noun (plural -s) substance that 
neutralizes acids, turns litmus blue, and forms 
caustic solutions in water. a alkaline adjective. 
alkalinity /-'lIm-/ noun. 


alkaloid /‘zlkoloid/ noun plant-based com- 
pound often used as drug, e.g. morphine, 
quinine. 

all /9:1/ adjective whole amount, number, or 
extent of. ọ noun 1 all people or things con- 
cerned. 2 (+ of) the whole of. © adverb entirely, 
quite. o all along from the beginning. all at once 
1 suddenly. 2 simultaneously. all but very 
nearly. all for colloquial strongly in favour of. 
all-clear signal that danger or difficulty is over. 
all fours hands and knees. all in exhausted. all-in 
inclusive of all. all in all everything considered. 
all out (all-out before noun) involving all one’s 
strength etc. all over 1 completely finished. 2 in 
or on all parts of one’s body. all-purpose having 
many uses. all right 1 satisfactory; safe and 
sound; in good condition. 2 satisfactorily. 3 I 
consent. all-right (before noun) colloquial accept- 
able. all round 1 in all respects. 2 for each person. 
all-round (of person) versatile. all-rounder ver- 
satile person. All Saints’ Day 1 Nov. all set collo- 
quial ready to start. all the same nevertheless. 
all there colloquial mentally alert or normal. all 
together all at same time; all in one place. at all 
(with negative or in questions) in any way; to 
any extent. in all in total; altogether. 


USAGE See note at ALTOGETHER. 
Allah /'ælə/ noun: Muslim name of God. 


allay /ə'le1/ verb lessen, alleviate. 

m alleviate, calm, check, diminish, ease, lessen, 
mollify, pacify, quell, quench, quieten, reduce, - 
relieve, slake (thirst), subdue. 


allege /ə'led3/ verb declare, esp. without proof. 
Dallegation /zlig'erf(s)n/ moun. allegedly 
fa'ledgidl1/ adverb. 

m assert, asseverate, attest, formal aver, formal 

avow, claim, declare, depose, maintain, make a 

. charge, plead, state. o allegation accusation, 

assertion, charge, claim, declaration, statement, \ 

testimony. 


allegiance /2'li:d3(2)ns/ noun 1 loyalty. 2 duty 
of subject. 


l m devotion, duty, faithfulness, fidelity, loyalty. 


allegory /'ælgərı/ noun (plural -ies) story with 
moral represented symbolically. o allegorical 
/-gor-/ adjective. allegorize verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing). 

allegretto /ælrgretəv/ Music adverb & adjec- 
tive in fairly brisk tempo. @7oun (plural -s) 
allegretto movement or passage. 

allegro /a'legrau/ Music adverb & adjective in 
lively tempo. @ oun (plural -s) allegro move- 
ment or passage. 


alleluia /zlrlu;jo/ (also hallelujah /hæl-/) inter- 


alkali | alloy 


jection God be praised. @ noun ( plural -s) song of 
praise to God. 
all-embracing adjective including much or all; 
comprehensive. 

allergic /o'ls:dzik/ adjective 1 (+ to) having 
allergy to. 2 (+ to) colloquial having strong 
dislike for. 3 caused by allergy. 


m 2 (allergic to) antipathetic to, averse to, hostile 
to, incompatible with, opposed to. 


allergy /'zled31/ noun (plural -ies) reaction to 
certain substances. 


alleviate /a'li:viert/ verb (-ting) make (pain etc.) 
less severe. o alleviation noun. 

a abate, allay, ameliorate, assuage, check, 

diminish, ease, lessen, lighten, mitigate, 

moderate, quell, quench, reduce, relieve, slake 

(thirst), soften, subdue, temper. 


alley /'ælr/ noun (plural -s) 1 narrow street or 
passage. 2 enclosure for skittles, bowling, etc. 


alliance /o'laisns/ noun formal union or associ- 
ation of states, political parties, etc. or of families 
by marriage. = 

u affiliation, bloc, cartel, coalition, confederation, 

connection, consortium, federation, guild, 

marriage, pact, partnership, relationship, union. 


allied /‘zlaid/ adjective 4 connected or related. 2 
(also Allied) associated in an alliance. 


alligator /‘zligerte/ noun large reptile of croco- 
dile family. 

alliteration /əlrtə'rerf(ə)n/ noun recurrence of 
same initial letter or sound in adjacent or nearby 
words, as in The fair breeze blew, the white foam 
flew, the furrow followed free. o alliterate /-'lit-/ 
verb. alliterative /a'litaratrv/ adjective. 

allocate /‘zlokert/ verb (-ting) (usually + to) 
assign. o allocation noun. 

allot /ə'lvt/ verb (-tt-) apportion or distribute to 
(person). 

u allocate, allow, apportion, assign, deal out, 

colloquial dish out, dispense, distribute, dole out, 

give out, grant, provide, ration, share out. 


allotment /ə'lotmənt/ noun 1 small plot of land 
nted for cultivation. 2 share. 3 allotting. 


allow /e'lau/ verb 1 (often + to do) permit. 2 
assign fixed sum to. 3 (usually + for) provide or 
setaside for a purpose. 4 admit to betrue. o allow 
for take into consideration. 

m 1 approve, authorize, consent to, enable, grant 

permission for, license, permit, sanction, stand, 

tolerate; (allow to) let. 2 see ALLOT. 4 acknowledge, 
admit, concede, grant, own. 


allowance noun 1 amount or sum allowed, esp. 
regularly. 2 deduction, discount. o make allow- 
ances (often + for) judge leniently. 

m 1 alimony, allocation, annuity, grant, measure, 

payment, pension, pocket money, portion, quota, 

ration, share. 2 deduction, discount, rebate, 

reduction. 0 make allowances (make 

allowances for) see TOLERATE 2,3. 


alloy /‘zlo1/ noun 1 mixture of metals. 2 inferior 


Se ee 
. 


all-powerful | altar 


metal mixed esp. with gold orsilver. e@verb1mix 
(metals). 2 /a'lor/ debase by admixture. 3 /ə'lə1/ 
spoil (pleasure). 


m noun 1 aggregate, amalgam, blend, compound, 
| fusion, mixture. 2 admixture. 


all-powerful adjective having complete power. 

allspice /‘s:lspais/ noun 1 spice made from 
berry of pimento plant. 2 this berry. 

allude /a'lu:d/ verb (-ding) (+ to) make allusion 
to. 


u (allude to) hint at, mention, refer to, speak of, 
| touch on. 


allure /ə'ljvə/ verb (-ring) attract, charm, entice. 
enoun attractiveness, charm. callurement 
noun. 

u verb attract, beguile, cajole, charm, decoy, draw, 

entice, fascinate, lead on, lure, magnetize, seduce, 

tempt. 


allusion /ə'lu:3(ə)n/ noun (often + to) passing or 
indirect reference. o allusive /-stv/ adjective. 


| m mention, reference, suggestion. 


alluvium /o'lu:viem/ noun (plural -via) deposit 
left by flood, esp. in river valley. o alluvial adjec- 
tive. 
ally noun /‘zlat/ (plural -ies) state or person 
formally cooperating or united with. another, 
esp. in war. @ verb (also /ə'lar/) (-ies, -ied) (often 
ally oneself; often + with) combine in alliance. 
m noun abetter, Law abettor, accessory, 
accomplice, associate, backer, collaborator, 
colleague, companion, comrade, confederate, 
friend, helper, helpmate, mate, partner, supporter. 
© verb affiliate, amalgamate, associate, band 
together, collaborate, combine, confederate, 
cooperate, form an alliance, fraternize, join, join 
forces, league, link up, marry, merge, side, team 
up, unite. 


Alma Mater /zlma 'ma:tə/ noun one’s univer- 
sity, school, or college. 

almanac /'o:lmenek/ noun (also almanack) 
calendar, usually with astronomical data. 

almighty /9:I'maitt/ adjective‘ infinitely power- 
ful. 2 slang very great. @ noun (the Almighty) 


m adjective 1 all-powerful, omnipotent, supreme. 
2 see BIG adjective 1. 


almond /‘a:mand/ noun 1 kernel of nutlike fruit 
related to plum. 2 tree bearing this. 
almoner /'a:mənə/ noun social worker attached 
to hospital. 
almost /‘o:Imaust/ adverb all but; very nearly. 
m about, all but, approximately, around, as good 
as, just about, nearly, not quite, practically, 
Virtually, 


alms /a:mz/ plural noun historical donation of 
money or food to the poor. o almshouse charit- 
pa eueison for the poor. almsgiving giving 


aloe /'æləu/ noun 1 plant with toothed fleshy 
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leaves. 2 (in plural) strong laxative from aloe 
juice. o aloe vera /‘viera/ variety yielding sub- 
stance used in cosmetics; this substance. 
aloft /a'lvft/ adjective & adverb high up, over- 
head. 
alone /ə'ləun/ adjective 1 without company or 
help. 2 lonely. @ adverb only, exclusively. 
m adjective 1 apart, by oneself, isolated, on one's 
own, separate, single, solitary, solo, 
unaccompanied, unassisted. 2 deserted, 
desolate, forlorn, friendless, isolated, lonely, esp. 
US lonesome. 


along /2'lvn/ preposition beside or through (part 
of) the length of. @ adverb 1 onward; into more 
advanced state. 2 with oneself or others. 3 beside 
or through (part of) thing’s length. o alongside 
at or close to side (of). along with in addition to. 


aloof /ə'lu:f/ adjective unconcerned, unsympa- 
thetic. © adverb away, apart. o aloofness noun. 
m adjective chilly, cold, cool, detached, disputed 
disinterested, dispassionate, distant, formal, 
frigid, haughty, inaccessible, indifferent, remote, 
reserved, reticent, self-contained, self-possessed, 
stand-offish, supercilious, unapproachable, 
unconcerned, undemonstrative, unemotional, 
unforthcoming, unfriendly, uninterested, 
uninvolved, unresponsive, unsociable, 
unsympathetic. 


aloud /o'laud/ adverb audibly. 


l m audibly, clearly, distinctly. 


alp noun high mountain, esp. (the Alps) those in 
Switzerland and adjacent countries. 

alpaca /æl'pækə/noun 1S. American llama-like 
animal. 2 its long wool. 3 fabric made from this. 

alpha /'ælfə/ noun first letter of Greek alphabet 
(A, a). 0 alpha and omega beginning and end. 
alpha particle helium nucleus emitted by radio- 
active substance. 

alphabet /'ælfəbet/ noun set of letters or signs 
used in a language. o alphabetical /-‘bet-/ adjec- 
tive. 

alphanumeric /ezlfenju:'merik/ adjective con- 
taining both letters and numbers. 

alpine /‘zlpam/ adjective of high mountains or 
(Alpine) the Alps. @ noun 1 plant suited to moun- 
tain regions. 2 = ROCK PLANT. 

already /o:l'redi/ adverb 1 before the time in 
question. 2 as early as this. : ; 


alright adverb = ALL RIGHT 2. : 
USAGE Although alright is widely used, it is not 
correct in standard English. 

Alsatian /zI'seif(e)n/ noun large dog of a breed 
of wolfhound. 

also /'a:lsau/ adverb in addition, besides. 


also-ran 1 loser in race. 2 undistinguished 
person. 


m additionally, besides, furthermore, in addition, 
moreover, too. > 


altar /'s:lte/ noun 4 flat table or block for 
offerings to deity. 2 Communion table. ` 
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alter /'2:ltə/ verb change in character, shape, etc, 

oalterable adjective. alteration /-'re1{(a)n/ 

noun. . 
a adapt, adjust, amend, change, convert, edit, 
emend, enlarge, modify, reconstruct, reduce, 
reform, remake, remodel, reorganize, reshape, 
revise, transform, vary. 0 alteration adaptation, 
adjustment, amendment, change, conversion, 
difference, modification, reorganization, revision, 
transformation. 


altercation /s:lte'kerJ(e)n/ noun dispute, 
wrangle. 


alternate adjective /o:I'tamat/ 4 (with noun in 
plural) every other. 2 (of things of two kinds) 
alternating. © verb /‘s:ltenert/ (-ting) 1 (often + 
with) arrange or occur by turns. 2 (+ between) 
go repeatedly from one to another. o alternating 
current electric current regularly reversing dir- 
ection. o alternately adverb. alternation noun. 


USAGE See note at ALTERNATIVE. 


m verb 1 follow each other, interchange, replace 
each other, rotate, substitute for each other, take 
turns. 2 fluctuate, oscillate, see-saw, vacillate, 


waver. 


alternative /9:l'ts:nativ/ adjective 1 available 
as another choice. 2 unconventional. © noun 1 
any of two or more possibilities. 2 freedom or 
opportunity to choose. o alternatively adverb. 


USAGE The adjective alternative is often con- 
fused with alternate, which is correctly used in 
‘there will be a dance on alternate Saturdays’. 


l noun 1 choice, option, possibility. 


alternator /'o:ltanerta/ noun dynamo generat- 
ing alternating current. 


although /9:1'dau/ conjunction though. 
altimeter /‘zltmmi:ta/ noun instrument meas- 
uring altitude. 


altitude /‘zltitju:d/ noun height, esp. of object 
above sea level or horizon. 


| m elevation, height. 


alto /‘zlteu/ noun (plural -s) 1 = CONTRALTO. 2 
highest adult male singing voice. 3 singer with 
this. © adjective having range of alto. 


altogether /o:lta'geda/ adverb 1 totally. 2 on the 
whole. 3 in total. 


USAGE Note that altogether means “in total’, as 
in six rooms altogether, whereas all together 
means ‘all at same time’ or ‘all in one place’ as in 
six rooms all together. 


m 1 absolutely, completely, entirely, fully, perfectly, 
quite, thoroughly, totally, utterly, wholly. 


altruism /‘zltru:1z(e)m/ noun unselfishness as 
principle of action. o altruist noun. altruistic 
|-18-/ adjective. 

alumina /əlu:mmə/ noun aluminium oxide, 
emery. 

aluminium /eljo'mmiem/ noun (US aluminum 
/a'lummam/) a light silvery metallic element. 


alter | amaze 


alumnus /ə'lamnəs/ noun (plural -ni |-nat/) 
former pupil or student. 

always /'o:lweiz/ adverb 1 at all times. 2 for all 
ae 3 whatever the circumstances. 4 repeat- 
edly. 

m 1,2 consistently, constantly, continuously, 

endlessly, eternally, everlastingly, evermore, 

forever, invariably, perpetually, persistently, 

unceasingly, unfailingly, unremittingly. 3 as a last 

resort, at any rate, in any case. 4 continually, often, 

regularly, repeatedly. 


Alzheimer’s disease /‘zltshaimez/ noun 
brain disorder causing senility. 

AM abbreviation amplitude modulation. 

am Ist singular present of BE. 

a.m. abbreviation before noon (ante meridiem). 

amalgam /e'mzlgem/ noun 1 mixture, blend. 2 
alloy of any metal with mercury. 

amalgamate /ə'mælgəmert/ verb (ting) mix, 
unite. o amalgamation noun. 

u affiliate, ally, associate, band together, blend, 

coalesce, combine, come together, compound, 

confederate, form an alliance, fuse, integrate, join, 

join forces, league, link up, marry, merge, mix, 

put together, synthesize, team up, unite. 


amanuensis /emenju:ensis/ noun (plural 
-enses /-si:z/) assistant, esp. writing from dicta- 
tion. 

amaranth /‘emoeren6/ noun 1 plant with green, 
red, or purple flowers. 2 imaginary unfading 
flower. o amaranthine /-'rænĝam/ adjective. 

amaryllis /emea'rilis/ noun plant with lily-like 
flowers. 


amass /ə'mæs/ verb heap together, accumulate. 


amateur /'æmətə/ noun 1 person engaging in 
pursuit as pastime not profession. 2 person with 
limited skill. @ adjective 1 for amateurs; done by 
amateurs. 2 unskilful. o amateurish adjective. 
amateurism noun. 
m noun 1 dabbler, dilettante, enthusiast, layman, 
layperson, laywoman, non-professional. 
© adjective 1 inexperienced, lay, 
non-professional, unpaid, unqualified. 2 see 
AMATEURISH. O amateurish adjective clumsy, 
crude, do-it-yourself, incompetent, inept, 
inexpert, rough-and-ready, second-rate, shoddy, 
unpolished, unprofessional, unskilful, unskilled, 
untrained. 


amatory /‘emotert/ adjective of sexual love. 
amaze /a'merz/ verb (-zing) fill with surprise or 
wonder. o amazement noun. amazing adjective. 
m astonish, astound, awe, bewilder, confound, 
daze, disconcert, dumbfound, colloquial 
flabbergast, perplex, rock, shock, stagger, startle, 
stun, stupefy, surprise. 0 amazing astonishing, 
astounding, awe-inspiring, breathtaking, 
exceptional, exciting, extraordinary, colloquial 
fantastic, colloquial incredible, miraculous, 
notable, phenomenal, prodigious, remarkable, 
colloquial sensational, shocking, special, 
staggering, startling, colloquial stunning, 
stupendous, unusual, wonderful. 


Amazon | amiss 


Amazon /'æməzən/ noun 1 one of a mythical 
race of female warriors. 2 (amazon) strong or 
athletic woman. o Amazonian /-'zou-/ adjective. 

ambassador /em'besede/ noun 1 diplomat 
living abroad as representative of his or her 
country. 2 promoter; messenger. O ambas- 
sadorial /-'do:-/ adjective. 

m 1 agent, attaché, chargé d'affaires, consul, 

diplomat, emissary, envoy, legate, nuncio, 

plenipotentiary, representative. 2 agent, 
messenger, promoter, representative, 
spokesperson. 


amber /‘emba/ noun 1 yellow translucent fossil 
resin. 2 colour of this. @ adjective of or like 
amber. 

ambergris /'æmbəgrıs/ noun waxlike sub- 
stance from sperm whale, used in perfumes. 

ambidextrous /zmbr'dekstras/ adjective able 
to use either hand equally well. 

ambience /‘embiens/ noun ‘surroundings, 
atmosphere. 

ambient /'æmbiənt/ adjective surrounding. 

ambiguous /zm'bigjuas/ adjective 1 having a 
double meaning. 2 difficult to classify. o ambi- 
guity /-‘gju:-/ noun (plural -ies). 

u confusing, enigmatic, equivocal, imprecise, 

inconclusive, indefinite, indeterminate, puzzling, 

uncertain, unclear, vague, woolly. 


ambit /'æmbıt/ noun scope, bounds. 


ambition /æm'bif(ə)n/ noun 1 determination to 
succeed. 2 object of this. 
m 1 commitment, drive, energy, enterprise, 
enthusiasm, go, initiative, push, self-assertion, 
thrust, zeal. 2 aim, aspiration, desire, dream, goal, 
hope, ideal, intention, object, objective, target, 
wish. 


ambitious adjective 1 full of ambition. 2 (of 
scheme etc.) showing or requiring ambition. 

m 1 assertive, committed, eager, energetic, 

enterprising, enthusiastic, go-ahead, 

hard-working, industrious, keen, colloquial pushy, 

zealous. 2 colloquial big, far-reaching, grand, 

grandiose, large-scale, unrealistic. 


ambivalent /em'bivelent/ adjective having 
mixed feelings towards person or thing. O am- 
bivalence zoun. 

m doubtful, equivocal, inconsistent, 

self-contradictory, uncertain, unclear, 

uncommitted, unresolved, unsettled, vacillating. 


amble /'æmb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) walk at leisurely 
pace. @ noun leisurely pace. 

ambrosia /zm'breuzie/ noun 1 food of the gods 
in classical mythology. 2 delicious food etc. 


ambulance /‘zmbjulens/ noun 1 vehicle for 
timg patients to hospital. 2 mobile army hos- 
p 


ambulatory /'æmbjulətərı/ adjective of or for 
walking. 


ambuscade /æmbəs'kerd/ noun & verb (-ding) 
ambush. 
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ambush /‘zembuf/ noun:1 surprise attack by 
people hiding. 2 hiding place for this. @ verb 4 
attack from ambush. 2 waylay. 

m noun 1 ambuscade, attack, snare, surprise 

attack, trap. 2 cover, hiding place. © verb 1 attack, 

ensnare, entrap, intercept, pounce on, surprise, 

swoop on, trap. 2 lie in wait for, waylay. 


ameliorate /ə'mi:lrərert/ verb (-ting) make or 
become better. a amelioration noun. ameliora- 
tive /-rativ/ adjective. 

amen /a:'men/ interjection (esp. at end of prayer) 
so be it. 

amenable /ə'mi:nəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 responsive, 
docile. 2 (often + ĉo) answerable (to law etc.). 

a 1 accommodating, acquiescent, adaptable, 

agreeable, biddable, formal complaisant, 

compliant, cooperative, deferential, docile, 

open-minded, persuadable, responsive, 

submissive, tractable, willing. 


amend /a'mend/ verb 1 correct error in. 2 make 
minor alterations in. 3 improve. 

m 1 correct, emend, put right, rectify. 2 adapt, 

adjust, alter, change, convert, edit, modify, reform, 

reorganize, reshape, revise, transform, vary. 3 

ameliorate, improve, make better, mend, remedy. 


amendment noun minor alteration or add- 
ition in document etc. 


amends noun o make amends (often + for) give 
compensation. 


l m o make amends see COMPENSATE 2. 


amenity /ə'mi:nıtr/ noun (plural -ies) 1 pleas- 
ant or useful feature or facility. 2 pleasantness 
(ofa place etc.). 


American /a'meriken/ adjective of America, 
esp. the US. © noun 1 native, citizen, or inhabit- 
ant of America, esp. the US. 2 English as spoken 
in the US. o Americanize verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing). 

Americanism noun word etc. of US origin or 
usage. 

amethyst /'æməðıst/ noun purple or violet 
semiprecious stone. 


amiable /'eimiəb(ə)l/ adjective friendly and 
pleasant; likeable. o amiability noun. amiably 
adverb. 

m affable, agreeable, amicable, friendly, genial, 

good-natured, kind-hearted, kindly, likeable, 

pleasant, well disposed. 


amicable /'æmıkəb(ə)l/ adjective friendly. 
o amicably adverb. 


amid /a'mid/ preposition in the middle of. 


amidships /a'midsips/ adverb in(to) the middle 
ofa ship. 


amidst /a'midst/ = AMD. 


amino acid /a'mi:nau/ noun organic acid found 
in proteins. 


amir = EMR. 
amiss /o'mis/ adjective out of order, Wrong. 
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@adverb wrong(ly), inappropriately. uo take 
amiss be offended by.. 


amity /'æmıtı/ noun friendship. 


ammeter /‘zmita/ noun instrument for meas- 
uring electric current. 


ammo /'æməv/ noun slang ammunition. 


ammonia /a'meaunie/ noun 1 pungent strongly 
alkaline gas. 2 solution of this in water. 


ammonite [‘eemenait/ noun coil-shaped fossil 
she 


ammunition /emju'nif(e)n/ noun 1 bullets, 
shells, grenades, etc. 2 information usable in 
argument. 

E 1 bullets, cartridges, grenades, missiles, 

projectiles, shells, shot(s). 


amnesia /zm'ni:z1a/ noun loss of memory. 
o amnesiac adjective & noun. 


amnesty /‘zmnist!/ noun (plural -ies) general 
pardon, esp. for political offences. 


amniocentesis /æmniəvsen'ti:sıs/ noun 
(plural -teses /-si:z/) sampling of amniotic fluid 
to detect foetal abnormality. 


amniotic fluid /eemnr'vttk/ noun fluid sur- 
rounding embryo. 


amoeba /ə'mi:bə/ noun (plural -s) microscopic 
single-celled organism living in water. 


amok /ə'mok/ adverb urun amok, amuck 
/a'mak/ run wild. 

among /e'man/ preposition (also amongst) 1 
surrounded by. 2 included in or in the category 
of. 3 from the joint resources of. 4 between. 


amoral /er'mor(s)1/ adjective 1 beyond morality; 
neither moral nor immoral. 2 without moral 
principles. o amorality /-'reelitt/ noun. 


m lax, loose, unethical, unprincipled, without 
standards. 


amorous /'æmərəs/ adjective showing or 
feeling sexual love. 

u affectionate, ardent, carnal, doting, enamoured, 

erotic, fond, impassioned, loving, lustful, 

passionate, randy, sexual, sexy. 


amorphous /ə'mə:fəs/ adjective 1 of no definite 
shape. 2 vague. 3 non-crystalline. 


amount /e'maunt/ noun total number, size, 
value, extent, etc. @ verb (+ to) be equivalent in 
number, size, etc. to. 

m noun aggregate, bulk, entirety, extent, colloquial 

lot, mass, measure, quantity, quantum, reckoning, 

size, sum, supply, total, value, volume, whole. 

© verb (amount to) add up to, colloquial 

aggregate, be equivalent to, come to, equal, make, 

mean, total. 


amour /a'mua/ noun (esp. secret) love affair. 
amp noun 1 ampere. 2 colloquial amplifier. 


ampere /'æmpeə/ noun SI unit of electric 
current. 

ampersand /‘zempeseend/ noun the sign ‘&’ (= 
and). 


amity | amusement 


amphetamine /zm'‘fetemi:n/ noun synthetic 
stimulant drug. 

amphibian /em'fibien/ noun amphibious 
animal or vehicle. 


amphibious /zm‘fibies/ adjective 1 living or 
operating on land and in water. 2 involving milit- 
ary forces landed from the sea.” ` 


amphitheatre /‘zmfi61eta/ noun round open 
building with tiers of seats surrounding central 
space. 

amphora /'æmfərə/ noun (plural -rae |-ri:/) 
Greek or Roman two-handled jar. 

ample /'æmp(ə)l/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 plentiful, 
extensive, 2 more than enough. a amply adverb. 
m abundant, bountiful, broad, capacious, 

commodious, considerable, copious, extensive, 

fruitful, generous, great, large, lavish, liberal, 

munificent, plentiful, profuse, roomy, spacious, 

substantial, unstinting, voluminous. 


amplifier /‘eemplifaie/ noun device for amplify- 
ing sounds or electrical signals. 

amplify /‘eemplifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 increase 
strength of (sound or electrical signal). 2 add 
details to (story etc.). o amplification zoun. 

m 1 boost, heighten, increase, intensify, magnify, 

make louder, raise the volume of. 2 add to, 

augment, broaden, develop, dilate upon, ~ 

elaborate, enlarge, expand, expatiate on, extend, 

fill out, lengthen, supplement. 


amplitude /‘emplitju:d/ noun 1 spaciousness. 
2 maximum departure from average of oscil- 
lation, alternating current, etc. O amplitude 
modulation modulation of a wave by variation 
of its amplitude. 


ampoule /'æmpu:l/ noun small sealed capsule 
holding solution for injection. 

amputate /‘zempjotert/ verb (-ting) cut off sur- 
gically (limb etc.). o amputation zoun. amputee 
/-'tis/ noun. 


m chop off, cut off, dock, lop off, poll, pollard, 
remove, sever, truncate. 


amuck = amok. 


amulet /‘zmjolit/ noun charm worn against 
evil. 


amuse /ə'mju:z/ verb (-sing) 1 cause to laugh 
or smile; delight. 2 interest, occupy. o amusing 
adjective. — 
m 1 cheer (up), delight, enliven, gladden, please, 
tickle. 2 absorb, beguile, divert, engross, 
entertain, interest, involve, occupy. 0 amusing 
see ENJOYABLE, FUNNY 1. 


amusement oun 1 being amused. 2 thing that 
amuses, esp. device for entertainment at fair- 
ground etc. o amusement arcade indoor area 
with slot machines etc. 

m 1 delight, diversion, enjoyment, entertainment, 

fun, hilarity, interest, laughter, merriment, mirth, 

play, pleasure, recreation, sport. 2 distraction, 

diversion, entertainment, game, hobby, interest, 

joke, leisure activity, pastime, sport. 


an | ancillary 


an see A. * 

anabolic steroid /zne'bolik/ noun synthetic 
steroid hormone used to build muscle. 

anachronism /a'nzkreniz(e)m/ noun 1 attri- 
bution of custom, event, etc. to wrong period. 
2 thing thus attributed. 3 out-of-date person or 
thing. o anachronistic /-'n1s-/ adjective. 

anaconda /ena'kondoa/ noun large S. American 
constrictor. 

anaemia /e'ni:mre/ noun (US anemia) defi- 
ciency of red blood cells or their haemoglobin, 
causing pallor and listlessness. o anaemic 
adjective. 


a o anaemic bloodless, colourless, feeble, frail, 
| pale, pallid, pasty, sallow, sickly, unhealthy, wan, 
weak. 


anaesthesia /enis'‘0i:zia/ noun (US anes-) 
artificially induced insensibility to pain. 

anaesthetic /znis'tetik/ (US anes-) noun 
drug, gas, etc. producing anaesthesia. @ adjective 
producing anaesthesia. 

anaesthetist /ə'ni:sðətıst/ noun (US anes-) 
person who administers anaesthetics. 

anaesthetize /ə'ni:sðətarz/ verb (also -ise; US 
also anes-) (-zing or -sing) administer anaes- 
thetic to. 

anagram /'ænəgræm/ noun word or phrase 
formed by transposing letters of another. 

anal /'em(ə)l/ adjective of the anus. 

analgesia /enal'd3i:z1a/ noun absence or relief 
of pain. 

analgesic /enel'd3i:sik/ noun pain-killing 
drug. © adjective pain-killing. 

analogous /ə'næləgəs/ adjective (usually + to) 
partially similar or parallel. 

analogue /'ænəlng/ (US analog) noun ana- 
logous thing. @ adjective (of computer (usually 
analog), watch, etc.) using physical variables 
(e.g. voltage, position of hands) to represent 
numbers. 

analogy /e'nzleds1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 corres- 
pondence, similarity. 2 reasoning from parallel 
cases. 


m 1 comparison, likeness, metaphor, parallel, 
resemblance, similarity, simile. 


analyse /'ænəlaz/ verb (-sing) (US analyze; 
=zing) perform analysis on. 
m assay, break down, criticize, dissect, evaluate, 
examine, interpret, investigate, scrutinize, 
separate out, take apart, test. 


analysis /o‘nzlisis/ noun (plural -lyses /-si:z/) 
1 detailed examination. 2 Chemistry determin- 
ation of constituent parts. 3 psychoanalysis. 

m 1 breakdown, critique, dissection, enquiry, 

evaluation, examination, interpretation, 

investigation, colloquial post-mortem, scrutiny, 

study, test. 2 breakdown, division. 


analyst /‘2nolist/ noun person who analyses. 


analytical /zeno'litikal/ adjective (also analytic) 
of or using analysis. 
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a critical, in-depth, inquiring, investigative, 
logical, methodical, penetrating, questioning, 
rational, searching, systematic. 


analyze US = ANALYSE. 

anarchism /'ænəkız(ə)m/ noun belief that gov- 
ernment and law should be abolished. o anarch- 
ist noun. anarchistic /-‘kisttk/ adjective. 


anarchy /'ænəkı/ noun disorder, esp. political. 
o anarchic /ə'na:kık/ adjective. 


u bedlam, chaos, confusion, disorder, 
| disorganization, lawlessness, pandemonium. 


anathema /ənæðəmə/ noun (plural -s) 1 
detested thing. 2 Church’s curse. 

anatomy /ə'nætəmı/ noun (plural-ies) (science 
of) animal or plant structure. O anatomical 
/ene'tomik(e)l/ adjective. anatomist noun. 


anatto = ANNATTO. 
ANC abbreviation African National Congress. . 
ancestor /‘ensesta/ noun 1 person, animal, or 


plant from which another has descended or 
evolved. 2 prototype. 


m 1 forebear, forefather, predecessor, progenitor. 
2 antecedent, forerunner, precursor, predecessor, 
prototype. 


ancestral /zn'sestr(e)l/ adjective inherited 
from ancestors. 

ancestry /'ænsestrı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
lineage. 2 ancestors collectively. 

m blood, derivation, descent, extraction, family, 

genealogy, heredity, line, lineage, origin, 

parentage, pedigree, roots, stock, strain. 


anchor /‘zyka/ noun metal device used to moor 
ship to sea-bottom. © verb 1 secure with anchor. 
2 fix firmly. 3 cast anchor. o anchorman, 
anchorperson, anchorwoman coordinator, esp. 
compére in broadcast. 


| m verb 1, 2 see FASTEN 1. 


anchorage /'æņkərıdz3/ noun 1 place for 
anchoring. 2 lying at anchor. 


anchorite /'æņykərart/ noun (feminine anchor- 
ess /-res/) hermit, recluse. 


anchovy /'æntfəvı/ noun (plural -ies) small 
strong-flavoured fish of herring family. 

ancien régime |a sje - re'3i:m/ noun super- 
seded regime, esp. that of pre-Revolutionary 
France. [French] 


ancient /‘emJ(e)nt/ adjective 4 of times long 
past. 2 very old. 
m 1 bygone, earlier, early, former, immemorial, 
archaic olden, past, prehistoric, primeval, 
primitive, primordial, remote, literary of yore. 2 
aged, colloquial antediluvian, antiquated, antique, 
archaic, elderly, colloquial fossilized, obsolete, 
old, old-fashioned, outmoded, out of date, passé, 
superannuated, time-worn, venerable. 


ancillary /en'siler1/ adjective1 subsidiary, aux- 
iliary. 2 (esp. ofhealth workers) providing essen- 
tial support. © noun (plurdl -ies) 1 auxiliary. 2 
ancillary worker. 
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and conjunction: connecting words, clauses, or 
Sentences. 
andante /zn'denti/ Music adverb & adjective 


in moderately slow time. @ noun andante move- 
ment or passage. 


androgynous /æn'drodzməs/ adjective herm- 
aphrodite. 

android /'ændrərd/ noun robot with human 
appearance. 


anecdote /‘znikdaut/ noun short, esp. true, 
story. o anecdotal /-'daut(s)l/ adjective. 

anemia US = ANAEMIA. 

anemic US = ANAEMIC. 


anemometer /zni'momite/ noun instrument 
for measuring wind force. 


anemone /a'‘nemani/ noun plant related to but- 
tercup. 

aneroid barometer /'ænərəid/ noun barom- 
eter that measures air pressure by registering 
its action on lid of box containing vacuum. 

anesthesia etc. US = ANAESTHESIA etc. 


aneurysm /'ænjurız(ə)m/ noun (also aneurism) 
excessive enlargement of artery. 

anew /ə'nju:/ adverb 1 again. 2 in different way. 

angel /'emd3(ə)l/ noun 1 attendant or messenger 
of God usually represented as human with 
wings. 2 kind or virtuous person. o angel cake 
light sponge cake. angelfish small fish with 
winglike fins. 


1 archangel, cherub, divine messenger, seraph. 


angelic /zen'd3eltk/ adjective 1 of or like angels. 
2 kind or virtuous. o angelically adverb. 

@ 1 colloquial beatific, blessed, celestial, cherubic, 

divine, ethereal, heavenly, holy, seraphic, spiritual. 

2 exemplary, good, holy, innocent, kind, pious, 

pure, saintly, unworldly, virtuous. 


angelica /en'dgeltka/ noun 1 aromatic plant. 2 
its candied stalks. 


angelus /‘end3iles/ noun 1 RC prayers said at 
morning, noon, and sunset. 2 bell rung for this. 


anger ['æņgə/ noun extreme displeasure. @ verb 
make angry. a 
m noun annoyance, antagonism, bitterness, 
archaic choler, displeasure, exasperation, fury, 
hostility, indignation, literary ire, irritability, 
outrage, passion, pique, rage, rancour, 
resentment, spleen, temper, vexation, literary 
wrath. © verb disputed aggravate, annoy, 
antagonize, slang bug, displease, colloquial drive 
mad, enrage, exasperate, incense, incite, inflame, 
infuriate, irritate, madden, colloquial needle, 
outrage, pique, provoke, colloquial rile, vex. 


angina /æn'dzamə/ noun (in full angina 
pectoris) chest pain brought on by exertion, 
owing to poor blood supply to heart. 

angle‘ /‘zng(e)l/ noun 1 space between two 
meeting lines or surfaces, esp. as measured in 
degrees. 2 corner. 3 point of view. @ verb (-ling) 
4 move or place obliquely. 2 present (infor- 
mation) in biased way. 


m noun 2 bend, corner, crook, nook. 3 approach, 
outlook, perspective, point of view, position, slant, 
standpoint, viewpoint. @ verb 1 bend, bevel, 
chamfer, slant, turn, twist. 


angle? /'æņg(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 fish with line and 
hook. 2(+for) seek objective indirectly. o angler 
noun. 


Anglican /‘zngliken/ adjective of Church of 
England. © moun member of Anglican Church. 
o Anglicanism noun. 

Anglicism /‘znglisiz(e)m/ moun English 
expression or custom. 

Anglicize /‘znglisaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) make English in character etc. 

Anglo- combining form English or British (and). 

Anglo-Catholic /æņngləv'kæðəlrk/ adjective of 
High Church Anglican group emphasizing its 
Catholic tradition. @ noun member of this group. 

Anglo-Indian /engleu'mdren/ adjective 1 of 
England and India. 2 of British descent but 
Indian residence. @ noun Anglo-Indian person. 


Anglophile /'æņgləvfal/ noun admirer of 
England or the English. 

Anglo-Saxon /ængləv'sæks(ə)n/ adjective 1 of 
English Saxons before Norman Conquest. 2 of © 
English descent. @ noun 1 Anglo-Saxon person 
or language. 2 colloquial plain (esp. crude) 
English. : 

angora /2n'go:ra/ noun fabric made from hair of 
angora goat or rabbit. o angora cat, goat, rabbit 
long-haired varieties. 


angostura /æņgə'stjuərə/ noun aromatic bitter 
bark of S. American tree. 
angry /‘zngri/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 feeling or 
showing anger. 2 (of wound etc.) inflamed, 
painful. o angrily adverb. 
m 1 slang aerated, annoyed, apoplectic, 
bad-tempered, bitter, bristling, choked, choleric, 
cross, disgruntled, enraged, exasperated, excited, 
fiery, fuming, furious, heated, hostile, hot under 
the collar, ill-tempered, incensed, indignant, 
infuriated, in high dudgeon, irascible, irate, 
colloquial livid, colloquial mad, outraged, 
provoked, raging, colloquial ratty, raving, 
resentful, colloquial riled, seething, smouldering, 
sore, splenetic, colloquial steamed up, stormy, 
tempestuous, ugly, up in arms, vexed, colloquial 
wild, literary wrathful; (be angry, become angry) 
colloquial be in a paddy, colloquial blow up, boil, 
bridle, bristle, flare up, colloquial fly off the handle, 
fulminate, fume, colloquial get steamed up, lose 
one’s temper, rage, rant, rave, colloquial see red, 
seethe, snap, storm. 


angst /ezyst/ noun 1 anxiety, neurotic fear. 2 
guilt. 


angstrom /‘znstrem/ noun unit of wavelength 
measurement. 

anguish /‘zngwiJ/ moun severe mental or phys- 
ical pain. o anguished adjective. 

m agony, anxiety, distress, grief, heartache, 

misery, pain, sorrow, suffering, torment, torture, 

tribulation, woe. 


ara aaa fa OM i Pad 


SR metas Tai 


Re- wanna 


angular | announcer 


angular /‘zngjule/ adjective 4 having sharp 
Seas 2 (of person) having: sharp features; 
bony. 3 (of distance) measured by angle. 0 angu- 
larity /-lær-/ noun. 


m 1 bent, crooked, indented, jagged, zigzag. 2 see. 
| BONY 1. 


aniline /'ænli:n/ noun colourless oily liquid 
used in dyes, drugs, and plastics. 

animadvert /znimzd'vs:t/ verb (+ on) literary 
criticize, censure. 0 animadversion noun. 


` animal /'ænm(ə)l/ noun 4 living organism, esp. 


other than man, having sensation and usually 
ability to move. 2 brutish person. © adjective 1 of 
or like animal. 2 carnal. 

m noun 1 beast, being, brute, creature, organism; 
(animals) fauna, wildlife. 2 beast, brute, monster. 

© adjective 2 carnal, fleshly, physical, sensual. 


animality /entmeltt/ noun 1 the animal 
world. 2 animal behaviour. 


animate adjective |'ænmət/ 1 having life. 2 
lively. © verb |'ænmert/ (-ting) 1 enliven. 2 give 
life to. 5 

m adjective 4 alive, animated, breathing, feeling, 

live, living, sentient. 2 see ANIMATED 1. © verb 

activate, arouse, brighten up, colloquial buck up, 
cheer up, encourage, energize, enliven, excite, 
exhilarate, fire, galvanize, incite, inspire, 
invigorate, kindle, liven up, make lively, move, 
colloquial pep up, perk up, quicken, rejuvenate, 
revitalize, revive, rouse, spark, spur, stimulate, stir, 
urge, vitalize. 


animated /‘enimertid/ adjective 1 lively. 2 
living. 3 (of film) using animation. 

m 1 active, alive, animate, bright, brisk, bubbly, 
busy, cheerful, eager, ebullient, energetic, 
enthusiastic, excited, exuberant, gay, 
impassioned, lively, passionate, quick, spirited, 
sprightly, vibrant, vigorous, vivacious, zestful. 2 
see ANIMATE 1. 


animation /ænr'merf(ə)n/ noun 1 liveliness. 2 
being alive. 3 technique of film-making by photo- 
graphing sequence of drawings or positions of 
puppets etc. to create illusion of movement. 

m 1 activity, briskness, eagerness, ebullience, 

energy, enthusiasm, excitement, exhilaration, 

gaiety, high spirits, life, liveliness, colloquial pep, 
sparkle, spirit, sprightliness, verve, vigour, vitality, 
vivacity, zest. 


animator /'ænmertə/ noun artist who prepares 
animated films. 


animism /'ænmız(ə)m/ noun belief that inani- 
Mate objects and natural phenomena have souls. 
O animist zoun. animistic /-‘mis-/ adjective. 


animosity /æn'mvsıtı/ noun (plural -ies) hos- 
tility. 


m acerbity, acrimony, animus, antagonism, 
antipathy, asperity, aversion, bad blood, 
bitterness, dislike, enmity, grudge, hate, hatred, 
hostility, ill will, loathing, malevolence, malice, 
malignancy, malignity, odium, rancour, 
resentment, sarcasm, sharpness, sourness, 
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spite, unfriendliness, venom, vindictiveness, 
virulence. 


animus /'ænməs/ noun hostility, ill feeling. 
anion /‘znaren/ noun negatively charged ion. 
anise /'ænıs/ noun plant with aromatic ’seeds. ° 
aniseed /'ænısi:d/ noun seed of anise. 
ankle /'æņk(ə)l/ noun joint connecting foot with 
leg. 
anklet /‘nklit/ noun ornament worn round 
ankle. 
ankylosis /enkrleusis/ noun stiffening of joint 
by fusing of bones. ; 
annals /'æn(ə)lz/ plural noun 1-narrative of 
events year by year. 2 historical records. 
o annalist noun. : 
annatto /ənætəu/ moun (also  anatto) 
orange-red food colouring made from tropical 
fruit. 
anneal /e'ni:1/ verb heat (metal, glass) and cool 
slowly, esp. to toughen. 
annelid /‘enolid/ noun segmented worm, e.g. 
earthworm. 
annex /z‘neks/ verb 1 (often + to) add as subor- 


dinate part. 2 take possession of. o annexation 
noun. 


m 2 acquire, appropriate, conquer, occupy, formal 
or jocular purloin, seize, take over, usurp... 


annexe /'æneks/ noun supplementary building. 


annihilate /ə'narəlert/. verb (-ting) destroy 
utterly. o annihilation noun. 

m destroy, eliminate, eradicate, erase, 

exterminate, extinguish, extirpate, colloquial finish 

off, kill off, liquidate, nullify, obliterate, raze, 

slaughter, wipe out. : 


anniversary /zni'v3:ser1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
yearly return of date of event. 2 celebration of 
this. 

Anno Domini /zneu 'dommai/ see AD. 


annotate /‘enoteit/ verb (-ting) add explana- 
tory notes to. 0 annotation noun. 

u o annotation comment, commentary, 

elucidation, explanation, footnote, gloss, 

interpretation, note. 


announce /ə'nauns/ verb (-cing) 1 make pub- 

licly known. 2 make Known the approach of; 

introduce. o announcement noun. 
m 1 advertise, broadcast, declare, disclose, 
divulge, give notice of, intimate, make public, 
notify, proclaim, promulgate, propound, publicize, 
publish, put out, report, reveal, state. 2 introduce, 
lead into, preface, present. o announcement _ 
advertisement, bulletin, communiqué, 3 
declaration, disclosure, notification, proclamation, 
promulgation, publication, report, revelation, 
statement. 


announcer noun person who announces, esp- 
in broadcasting. 
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m anchorman, anchorwoman, broadcaster, 
commentator, compère, disc jockey, DJ, 
harbinger, herald, Master of Ceremonies, MC, 
messenger, newscaster, newsreader, reporter. 


annoy /a'no1/ verb 1 (often in passive + at, with) 
anger or distress slightly. 2 harass. a annoyed 
adjective. annoying adjective. 
a 1 disputed aggravate, anger, antagonize, bother, 
slang bug, chagrin, displease, distress, colloquial 
drive mad, exasperate, fret, gall, grate, infuriate, irk, 
irritate, jar, madden, make cross, colloquial 
needle, nettle, offend, colloquial peeve, pique, put 
out, rankle, colloquial rile, rub up the wrong way, 
ruffle, spite, trouble, try (person's) patience, upset, 
vex, worry; (be annoyed) colloquial go off ina huff, 
take offence, take umbrage. 2 badger, bother, 
slang bug, harass, harry, molest, pester, colloquial 
plague, provoke, tease, worry. 0 annoyed angry, 
chagrined, cross, displeased, exasperated, huffy, 
irritated, jaundiced, colloquial miffed, colloquial 
needled, nettled, offended, colloquial peeved,. 
piqued, put out, colloquial riled, colloquial shirty, 
sore, upset, vexed. annoying disputed 
aggravating, bothersome, displeasing, colloquial 
dreadful, exasperating, galling, grating, 
inconvenient, infuriating, irksome, irritating, 
jarring, maddening, offensive, provocative, 
provoking, colloquial tiresome, troublesome, 
trying, upsetting, vexatious, vexing, wearisome, 
worrying. 


annoyance noun 1 annoying, being annoyed. 
2 thing which annoys. 

u 1 anger, chagrin, crossness, displeasure, 

exasperation, irritation, pique, vexation. 2 

disputed aggravation, bother, harassment, irritant, 

nuisance, offence, colloquial pain in the neck, 

pest, provocation, worry. 


annual /‘zenjuel/ adjective 1 reckoned by the 
year. 2 recurring yearly. © noun 1 book etc. pub- 
lished yearly. 2 plant living only one year. 
o annually adverb. 

annuity /o'nju:ttt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 yearly 
grant or allowance. 2 investment yielding fixed 
annual sum for stated period. 

annul /a'nal/ verb (-ll-) 1 declare invalid. 2 
cancel, abolish. o annulment noun. 

annular /'ænjulə/ adjective ring-shaped. 

annulate /‘znjulet/ adjective marked with or 
formed of rings. 

annunciation /ənansr'erf(ə)n/ moun an- 
nouncement, esp. (Annunciation) that made by 
the angel Gabriel to Mary. 


anode /'znoud/ noun positive electrode. 


anodize /‘snodaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) coat (metal) with protective layer by ales 
trolysis. 

anodyne /'ænədam/ adjective 1 paiitfelteving 
2 soothing. © moun anodyne drug etc. 

anoint /s‘nomt/ verb apply oil or ointment to, 
esp. ritually. 

anomalous /ə'nomələs/ adjective irregular, 
abnormal. 


annoy | ante 


anomaly /e'nomalt/ noun (plural -ies) anomal- 
ous thing. 


anon /a'non/ adverb archaic soon. 
anon. abbreviation anonymous. 


anonymous /a'nonimes/ adjective 1 of 
unknown name or authorship. 2 featureless. 
o anonymity /ænə'nım-/ noun. 

a 1 incognito, nameless, unacknowledged, — 

unattributed, unidentified, unknown, unnamed, 

unsigned, unspecified, unsung. 2 characterless, 

featureless, impersonal, nondescript, 

unidentifiable, unrecognizable, unremarkable. ` 


anorak /'ænəræk/ noun waterproof usually 
hooded jacket. 


anorexia /zno'reksie/ noun lack of appetite, 
esp." (in full anorexia nervosa /n3:'vəusə/) 
obsessive desire to lose weight by refusing to eat. 
o anorexic adjective & noun. 


another /ə'naðə/ adjective an additional or dif- 
ferent. @pronoun an additional or different 
person or thing. 


answer /‘a:nso/ noun 1 something said or done 
in reaction to a question, statement, charge, or 
circumstance. 2 solution to problem. @ verb 1 
make an answer or response (to). 2 suit. 3 (+ fo, 
for) be responsible to or for. 4 (+ to) correspond 
to (esp. description). oO answer back answer 
insolently. answering machine, answerphone 
tape recorder which answers telephone calls and 
takes messages. 
u noun 1 acknowledgement, slang comeback, 
reaction, rejoinder, reply, response, retort, riposte. 
2 explanation, outcome, solution. @ verb 1 
acknowledge, react, rejoin, reply, respond, retort, 
return; (answer a charge) counter, defend oneself 
against, rebut, refute. 2 meet, satisfy, serve, 
suffice for, suit. 4 (answer to) correspond to, fit, 
match up to. o answer back see ARGUE 1. 


answerable adjective 1 (usually + to, for) 
responsible. 2 that can be answered. 

ant noun small usually wingless insect living in 
complex social group. canteater mammal 
feeding on ants. anthill moundlike ants’ nest. 

antacid /zn'tzsid/ noun & adjective preventive 
or corrective of acidity. 

antagonism /æn'tægənız(ə)m/ noun active 
hostility. . 

m antipathy, dissension, enmity, friction, hostility, 

opposition, rancour, rivalry, strife. 


antagonist /zn'tegenist/ noun opponent. 
o antagonistic /-'nis-/ adjective. 

antagonize /æn'tægəænarz/ verb (also -ise) 
(-zing or -sing) provoke. 

m alienate, anger, annoy, embitter, estrange, 

irritate, make an enemy of, offend, provoke, put 

off, upset. 


Antarctic /zn'ta:kttk/ adjective of south polar 
region. @ noun this region. 

ante /'æntı/ noun 1 stake put up by poker player 
before receiving cards. 2 amount payable in 
advance. 


ante- | antiphon 


ante- /‘zentt/ prefix before. 

antecedent /zntrsi:d(e)nt/ noun 1 preceding 
thing or circumstance. 2 Grammar word, 
phrase, etc., to which another word refers. 3 (in 
plural) person's ancestors. @ adjective previous. 

antechamber /‘entit/emba/ noun ante-room. 


antedate /entrdert/ verb (-ting) 1 precede in 
time. 2 give earlier than true date to. 

antediluvian /entidrlu:vien/ adjective 1 
before the Flood. 2 colloquial very old. 

antelope /‘entileup/ noun ( plural same or -s) 
swift deerlike animal. 

antenatal /entr'nertal/ adjective 1 before birth. 
2 of pregnancy. 

antenna /æn'tenə/ noun (plural -tennae /-ni:/) 
4 each of pair of feelers on head of insect or 
crustacean. 2 (plural -s) aerial. 

anterior /zn'trerio/ adjective 1 nearer the front. 
2 (often + to) prior. 

ante-room /‘entru:m/ noun small room 
leading to main one. 

anthem /'‘zn@am/ noun 1 choral composition 
for church use. 2 song of praise, esp. for nation. 


l m 1 canticle, chant, chorale, hymn, psalm. 


anther /'æn9ə/ noun part of stamen containing 
pollen. 

anthology /æn'ðolədşr/ noun (plural -ies) col- 
lection of poems, essays, stories, etc. 


m collection, compendium, compilation, digest, 
miscellany, selection, treasury. 
anthracite /'ænðrəsart/ noun hard kind of coal. 


anthrax /'ænðræks/ noun disease of sheep and 
cattle transmissible to humans. 


anthropocentric /ænðrəpəv'sentrık/ adjec- 
tive regarding humankind as centre of existence. 


anthropoid /'znérapoid/ adjective human in 
form. © noun anthropoid ape. 


anthropology /znéra'ppled31/ noun study of 
humankind, esp. societies and customs. 
o anthropological /-pa'lnd3-/ adjective. anthro- 
pologist noun. 

anthropomorphism /ænðrəpə'mə:frz(ə)m/ 
noun attributing of human characteristics to 
god, animal, or thing. o anthropomorphic 
adjective. anthropomorphize verb (also -ise) 
(zing or -sing). 

anthropomorphous /zn@rape'mo:fes/ ad- 
jective human in form. 


anti /'ænti/ preposition opposed to. enoun 
(plural antis) person opposed to particular 
policy, cause, etc. 

antl-prefix 1 opposed to. 2 preventing. 3 opposite 
of. 4 unlike conventional form of. 


anti-abortion /-ə'bv:f(ə)n/ adjective opposing 
abortion. o anti-abortionist noun. 


anti-aircraft /-eakra:ft/ adjective for defence 
against enemy aircraft. 
antibiotic /-bar'nttk/ noun substance that can 
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inhibit or destroy bacteria etc. © adjective func- 
tioning as antibiotic. 

antibody /‘zntibod1/ noun (plural -ies) blood 
protein produced in reaction to antigens. 


antic /‘entrk/ noun (usually in plural) foolish 
behaviour. 

u (antics) buffoonery, capers, clowning, 

escapades, foolery, fooling, colloquial larking 

about, pranks, skylarking, tomfoolery, tricks. 


anticipate /zn'tisrpert/ verb (-ting) 1 deal with 
or use before proper time. 2 disputed expect. 3 
forestall. o anticipation moun. anticipatory 
adjective. 
USAGE The use of anticipate to mean ‘expect’ is 
well established in informal use, but is regarded 
as incorrect by some people. 


H 2 see FORESEE. 3 forestall, obviate, preclude, 
pre-empt, prevent. 


anticlimax /-'klamæks/ noun disappointing 
conclusion to something significant. 


| u bathos, comedown, disappointment, let-down. 


anticlockwise /-'klokwatz/ adverb in opposite 
direction to hands of clock. © adjective moving 
anticlockwise. 

anticyclone /-'‘saikleun/ noun system of winds 
rotating outwards from area of high pressure, 
producing fine weather. 

antidepressant /-di'pres(a)nt/ noun drug etc. 
alleviating depression. © adjective alleviating 
depression. 

antidote /‘zntideut/ noun medicine used to 
counteract poison. 


m antitoxin, corrective, countermeasure, cure, 
drug, remedy. 


antifreeze /‘zentrfri:z/ noun substance added to 
water (esp. in vehicle’s radiator) to lower its 
freezing point. 

antigen /‘zntid3(2)n/ moun foreign substance 
causing body to produce antibodies. 

anti-hero /‘zntihierev/ noun (plural -es) 
central character in story, lacking conventional 
heroic qualities. 

antihistamine /-histemi:n/ noun drug that 
counteracts effect of histamine, used esp. to treat 
allergies. r 

antiknock /'æntmok/ noun substance added to 
motor fuel to prevent premature combustion. 


anti-lock /‘zntilok/ adjective (of brakes) not 


. locking when applied suddenly. 


antimony /‘zntimon!/ noun brittle silvery 
metallic element. 

anti-nuclear /-'nju:klie/ adjective opposed to 
development of nuclear weapons or power. 

antipathy /æn'trpəðr/ noun (plural -ies) (often 
+ to, for, between) strong aversion or dislike. 
Oantipathetic /-‘det-/ adjective. 

antiperspirant /-'ps:sporent/ noun substance 
inhibiting perspiration. 


antiphon /'æntf(ə)n/ moun hymn sung alter- 
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nately by two groups. o antiphonal /-'tif-/ adjec- 
tive. 

antipodes /zn'tipadi:z/ plural noun places dia- 
metrically opposite each other on the earth, esp. 
(also Antipodes) Australasia in relation to 
Europe. o antipodean /-'di:ən/ adjective & noun. 

antiquarian /æntrkweəriən/ adjective of or 
dealing in rare books. © noun antiquary. 


antiquary /‘zntikwort/ noun (plural -ies) 
student or collector of antiques etc. 


antiquated § /‘enttkweitid/ adjective old- 
fashioned. 
anachronistic, ancient, colloquial antediluvian, 
antique, archaic, dated, medieval, obsolete, old, 
old-fashioned, colloquial out, outdated, 
outmoded, out of date, passé, colloquial past it, 
prehistoric, primeval, primitive, quaint, 
superannuated, unfashionable. 


antique /zn'ti:k/ noun old valuable object, esp. 
piece of furniture etc. © adjective 1 of or existing 
since old times. 2 old-fashioned. 

a noun collectable, collector's item, curio, 

curiosity, objet d'art, rarity. © adjective 1 ancient, 

antiquarian, collectable, historic, old, traditional, 

veteran, vintage. 2 see ANTIQUATED. 


antiquity /en'tikwati/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
ancient times, esp. before Middle Ages. 2 (in 
plural) great age. 3 (in plural) remains from 
ancient times. 


1 classical times, days gone by, former times, 
archaic olden days, the past. 
antirrhinum /enti'ramem/ noun snapdragon. 
anti-Semitic /-si'mittk/ adjective prejudiced 


against Jews. o anti-Semite /-'si:mait/ noun. 
anti-Semitism /-'sem-/ noun. 


antiseptic /-'septk/ adjective 1 counteracting 
sepsis by destroying germs. 2 sterile; free from 
germs. © noun antiseptic substance. 

a adjective 1 disinfectant, germicidal, sterilizing. 

2 aseptic, clean, disinfected, germ-free, hygienic, 

medicated, sanitized, sterile, sterilized, 

unpolluted. 


antisocial /-'sauJ(2)l/ adjective 1 not sociable: 2 
opposed or harmful to society. 


USAGE It is a mistake to use antisocial instead 
of unsocial in the phrase unsocial hours. 

1 alienated, misanthropic, reclusive, retiring, 
unfriendly, unsociable, withdrawn. 2 anarchic, 
disagreeable, disorderly, disruptive, nasty, 
obnoxious, offensive, rebellious, rude, surly, 
troublesome, uncooperative, undisciplined, 
unruly. 


antistatic /-stetik/ adjective counteracting 
effect of static electricity. 


antithesis /en'tidesis/ noun (plural -theses 
/-si:z/) 1 (often + of, to) direct opposite. 2 contrast. 
3 rhetorical use of strongly contrasted words. 
o antithetical /-'9et-/ adjective. 


antitoxin /-toksm/ noun antibody counter- 
acting toxin. o antitoxic adjective. 


antipodes | apathy 


antitrades /-'treidz/ plural noun winds 
blowing above and in opposite direction to trade 
winds. 

antiviral /-varer(e)l/ adjective effective against 
viruses. 

antler /‘zntlo/ noun branched horn of deer. 

antonym /'æntənm/ noun word opposite in 
meaning to another, e.g. wet is an antonym of 


anus /'emas/ noun (plural -es) excretory 
opening at end of alimentary canal. 

anvil /'ænvıl/ noun iron block on which metals 
are worked. 


anxiety /æn'zarətı/ noun (plural-ies) 1 troubled 
state of mind. 2 worry. 3 eagerness. 
m 1, 2 angst, apprehension, concern, disquiet, 
distress, doubt, dread, fear, foreboding, 
fretfulness, misgiving, nervousness, qualm, 
scruple, strain, stress, tension, uncertainty, 
unease, worry. 3 desire, eagerness, enthusiasm, 
impatience, keenness, longing, solicitude, 
willingness. 


anxious /'æņkfəs/ adjective 1 mentally 
troubled. 2 marked by anxiety. 3 (+ to do) uneas- 
ily wanting to. o anxiously adverb. 
m 1 afraid, agitated, alarmed, apprehensive, 
concerned, distracted, distraught, distressed, 
disturbed, edgy, fearful, fraught, fretful, colloquial 
jittery, nervous, colloquial nervy, on edge, 
overwrought, perturbed, restless, tense, troubled, 
uneasy, upset, watchful, worried. 3 avid, careful, 
desirous, desperate, dying, eager, impatient, 
intent, itching, keen, longing, solicitous, willing, 
yearning. 


any /‘ent/ adjective 1 one or some. 2 no matter 
which. @ pronoun 1 any one. 2 any number or 
amount. © adverb at all. co anybody © pronoun 
any person. @noun an important person. 
anyhow 1 anyway. 2 at random. anyone 
anybody. anything 1 any thing. 2 a thing of any 
kind. anyway 1 in any way. 2 in any case. any- 
where (in or to) any place. 

AOB abbreviation any other business. 


aorta /er's:ta/ noun (plural -s) main artery 
carrying blood from heart. 

apace /ə'pers/ adverb literary swiftly. 

apart /s'pa:t/ adverb 1 separately. 2 into pieces. 
3 at or to a distance. 


apartheid /s'po:tett/ noun racial segregation, 
esp. in S. Africa. 


apartment /o'pa:tment/ noun 1 (US or esp. for 
holidays) flat. 2 (usually in plural) room. 


apathy /‘zpe01/ noun lack of interest, indiffer- 
ence. o apathetic /-'Qet-/ adjective. 

m coolness, inactivity, indifference, lassitude, 
lethargy, listlessness, passivity, torpor. 
o apathetic casual, cool, dispassionate, dull, 
emotionless, half-hearted, impassive, inactive, 
indifferent, indolent, languid, lethargic, listless, 
passive, phlegmatic, slow, sluggish, tepid, torpid, 
unambitious, uncommitted, unconcerned, 
unenterprising, unenthusiastic, unfeeling, 


apatosaurus | apparition 


uninterested, uninvolved, unmotivated, 
unresponsive. 


apatosaurus /əpætə'sə:rəs/ noun : (plural 
-ruses) large long-necked plant-eating dinosaur. 

ape noun 1 tailless monkey. 2 imitator. @ verb 
(-ping) imitate. 

aperient /a'pertant/ adjective & noun laxative. 

aperitif /aperr'ti:f/ noun alcoholic drink before 
meal. 

aperture /'æpətfə/ noun opening or gap, esp. 
variable one letting light into camera. 

apex /‘erpeks/ noun (plural -es) 1 highest point. 

2 climax. 3 tip. 

| m 1 crest, crown, head, peak, pinnacle, summit, 

top. 2 acme, apogee, climax, consummation, 

crowning moment, culmination, height, high point, 

peak, pinnacle, zenith. 3 point, tip, vertex. 


aphasia /a'ferzie/ noun loss of verbal under- 
standing or expression. 


aphelion /s'fi:lian/ noun (plural -lia) point of 
orbit farthest from sun. 


aphid /‘eifid/ noun insect infesting plants. 
aphis /‘erfis/ noun (plural aphides /-di:z/) aphid. 


aphorism /'æfərız(ə)m/ noun short wise saying. 
Oaphoristic /-'rıs-/ adjective. 


aphrodisiac /æfrə'dızıæk/ adjective arousing 
sexual desire. © noun aphrodisiac substance. 


| m adjective arousing, erotic, sexy, stimulating. 


apiary /‘erpier1/ noun (plural -ies) place where 
bees are kept. o apiarist noun. 


apiculture /‘erpikaltfa/ noun bee-keeping. 
apiece /9'pi:s/ adverb for each one. 
aplomb /ə'plom/ noun self-assurance. 


apocalypse /ə'pokəlps/ noun 1 destructive 
event. 2 revelation, esp. about the end of the 
world. o apocalyptic /-‘lip-/ adjective. 


Apocrypha /ə'pokrifə/ pluralnoun 1 Old Testa- 
ment books not in Hebrew Bible. 2 (apocrypha) 
writings etc. not considered genuine. O apoc- 
ryphal adjective. 

apogee /'zpad3i:/ noun 1 highest point. 2 point 
farthest from earth in orbit of moon etc. 

apolitical /erpa'litik(e)l/ adjective not inter- 
ested or involved in politics. 

apologetic /apvla'dzettk/ adjective expressing 
regret. o apologetically adverb. 


m conscience-stricken, contrite, penitent, 
regretful, remorseful, repentant, rueful, sorry. 
apologia /zpa'leudse/ noun formal defence of 
conduct or opinions. 
apologist /e'ppledszist/ noun person who 
defends by argument. 


apologize /s'polad3aiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
=sing) make apology. 


| Mask pardon, express regret, repent, Say sorry. 


apology /ə'poləd3r/ noun ( plural -ies) 4 regret- 
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ful acknowledgement of offence or failure. 2 
explanation. 

a 1 acknowledgement, confession. 2 defence, 
excuse, explanation, justification, plea. 


apophthegm /'æpəðem/ noun short. wise 
saying. à 

apoplexy /'æpəpleksı/ noun sudden paralysis 
caused by blockage or rupture of brain artery. 
o apoplectic /-‘plek-/ adjective. 

apostasy /ə'postəsı/ noun (plural -ies) aban- 
donment of belief, faith, etc. 

apostate /ə'pvstertt/ moun person who 
renounces belief. o apostatize /-tat-/ verb. (also 
-ise) (-zing or -sing). 

a posteriori /e1postert'o:rat/ adjective & adverb 
from effects to causes. 


apostle /ə'pos(ə)l/ noun 1 (Apostle) any of 
twelve men sent by Christ to preach gospel. 2 
leader of reform. 
m 2 champion, crusader, evangelist, pioneer, 
preacher, propagandist, proponent, proselytizer, 
teacher. 


apostolic /zpos'tolik/ adjective 1 of Apostles. 2 
of the Pope. 


apostrophe /e'pnstrafi/ moun punctuation 
mark (’) indicating possession or marking omis- 
sion of letter(s) or number(s) (see panel). 


apostrophize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 
address (esp. absent person or thing). 


apothecary /o'podekeri/ noun (plural -ies) 
archaic pharmacist. J P 


apotheosis /appbr'ausis/ noun (plural -oses 
/-si:z/) 1 deification. 2 glorification or sublime 
example (of thing). 

appal /ə'pə:1/ verb (-ll-) 1 dismay, horrify. 2 (as 
appalling adjective) colloquial very bad, shock- 
ing. ; 

@ 1 alarm, disgust, dismay, distress, frighten, 

harrow, horrify, nauseate, outrage, revolt, shock, 

sicken, terrify, unnerve. 2 (appalling) see 

ATROCIOUS 2, BAD 2. 


apparatus /æpə'rertəs/ noun equipment for sci- 
entific or other work. 
m appliance, contraption, device, equipment, 
gadget, gear, implement, instrument, machine, 
machinery, mechanism, system, tackle, tool, 
utensil. 


apparel /a'pzr(e)l/ noun formal clothing. 
o appareliled adjective. 

apparent /əpærənt/ adjective 1 obvious. 2 
seeming. 0 apparently adverb. 

m 1 blatant, clear, conspicuous, detectable, 

discernible, evident, manifest, noticeable, 

observable, obvious, overt, patent, perceptible, 

recognizable, self-explanatory, unconcealed, 

unmistakable, visible. 2 ostensible, outward, 

seeming. 


apparition /zpo'rif(e)n/ noun 1 thing that 
appears, esp. of startling kind. 2 ghost. 
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u 1 hallucination, illusion, manifestation, 
presence, vision. 2 ghost, phantasm, phantom, 
literary shade, spectre, spirit, colloquial spook, 
wraith. 


appeal /o'pi:l/ verb 1 make earnest or formal 
request. 2 (usually + to) be attractive. 3 (+ to) 
resort to for support. 4 (often + to) apply to higher 
court for revision of judicial decision. 5 Cricket 
ask umpire to declare batsman out. © noun 1 
appealing. 2 request for aid. 3 attractiveness. 
m verb 1 ask earnestly, beg, call, cry out, plead, 
pray; (appeal to the Queen) beseech, entreat, 
implore, invoke, petition, request, solicit, literary 
supplicate. 2 (appeal to) see ATTRACT 3. © noun 1 
application, call, cry, entreaty, petition, plea, 
prayer, request, solicitation, literary supplication. 3 
allure, attractiveness, charisma, charm, pull, 
seductiveness. 


likeable. 


appealing adjective attractive, 
o appealingly adverb. 


appear /ə'prə/ verb 1 become or be visible. 2 
seem. 3 present oneself, esp. on stage or in court. 
4 be published. 

u 1 arise, arrive, be revealed, be seen, bob up, 
come, come into view, come out, crop up, enter, 
develop, emerge, heave in sight, loom, colloquial 
materialize, occur, originate, present oneself, 


Apostrophe’ 
This is used: 


4 to indicate possession: 
with a singular noun: 


colloquial show, colloquial show up, spring up, 
surface, turn up. 2 look, seem. 3 see PERFORM 4. 4 
be published, come out. 


appearance noun 1 appearing. 2 outward 
form. 3 (in plural) outward show of prosperity, 
virtue, etc. 

m 1 arrival, advent, emergence, presence, rise. 2 

air, aspect, bearing, demeanour, exterior, 

impression, likeness, look, literary mien, pretence, 

semblance, show. 


appease /ə'pi:z/ verb (-sing) 1 make calm or 
quiet, esp. conciliate (aggressor) with conces- 
sions. 2 satisfy (appetite etc.). o appeasement 
noun. appeaser noun. 

m 1 assuage, calm, conciliate, humour, mollify, 

pacify, placate, propitiate, quiet, reconcile, satisfy, 

soothe, sweeten, tranquillize, win over. 2 assuage, 

relieve, satisfy, slake. 


appellant /ə'pelənt/ noun person who appeals 
to higher court. 

appellation /zpe'lers(a)n/ noun formal name, 
title. 

append /ə'pend/ verb (usually + to) attach, affix, 
add. 

appendage /e'pendid3/ noun thing attached, 
addition. 


eecc ccc cec eevee ccsec cece sccecccocecesesesesesescosessossoosoososeoslenseeee 


a boy’s book; a week’s work; the boss's salary 


with a plural already ending with s: 


agirls’ school; two weeks’ newspapers; the bosses’ salaries 


with a plural not already ending with s: 
the children’s books; women’s liberation 
with a singular name: 


Bill’s book; John’s coat; Barnabas’ (or Barnabas’s) book; Nicholas’ (or Nicholas’s) coat 
with a name ending in -es that is pronounced /-1z/: 


Bridges’ poems; Moses’ mother 
and before the word sake; 


for God's sake; for goodness’ sake; for Nicholas’ sake 


but it is often omitted in a business name: 


Barclays Bank : 

2 tomarkan omission of one or more letters or numbers: 
he’s (he is or he has) haven't (have not) 
can’t (cannot) we'll (we shall) 
won't (will not) o'clock (of the clock) 
the summer of 68 (1968) 


3 it is sometimes used to form a plural of individual letters or numbers, although this use is 


dimishing. It is helpfulin: _ 
cross your t’s 

but it is unnecessary in, e.g.: 
MPs; the 1940s 


appendectomy | apprehensive 


appendectomy /zpen'dektam1/ noun (also 
appendicectomy /apendr'sektam1/) ( plural-ies) 
surgical removal of appendix. 

appendicitis /apendr'sattis/ noun inflamma- 
tion of appendix. 

appendix /a'pendiks/ noun (plural -dices 
/-si:z/) 1 tubular sac attached to large intestine. 
2 addition to book etc. 


m 2 addendum, addition, codicil, epilogue, 
| postscript, rider, supplement. 


appertain /æpə'tem/ verb (+ to) 1 belong to. 2 
relate to. 

appetite /'æpıtart/ noun (usually + for) 1 desire 
(esp. for food). 2 inclination, desire. 

m 1 hunger. 2 craving, demand, desire, eagerness, 

fondness, hankering, hunger, keenness, longing, 

lust, passion, predilection, proclivity, relish, 

stomach, taste, thirst, urge, willingness, wish, 

yearning, colloquial yen, zeal, zest. 


appetizer /‘zpitaiza/ noun (also -iser) thing 
eaten or drunk to stimulate appetite. 

appetizing /‘zpitaizm/ adjective (also -ising) 
(esp. of food) stimulating appetite. 


| m delicious, mouth-watering, tasty, tempting. 


applaud /s'plo:d/ verb 1 express approval (of) by 
clapping. 2 express approval of; commend. 
m 1 clap, colloquial give (person) a hand. 2 
acclaim, approve, cheer, commend, compliment, 
congratulate, eulogize, extol, hail, laud, praise, 
salute. 


applause /ə'plo:z/ noun warm approval, esp. 
clapping. 

m acclaim, acclamation, approval, cheering, 

clapping, éclat, ovation, plaudits, praise. 


apple /‘zp(e)l/ noun roundish firm fruit. 
o apple of one’s eye cherished person or thing. 
apple-pie bed bed with sheets folded so that one 
cannot stretch out one’s legs. apple-pie order 
extreme neatness. 


appliance /a'platens/ noun device etc. for 
specific task. 

m apparatus, contraption, device, gadget, 

implement, instrument, machine, mechanism, 

tool, utensil. 


applicable /'æplrkəb(ə)l/ adjective (often + to) 
that may be applied. o applicability noun. 

applicant /‘zplikent/ noun person who applies 
for job etc. 

m aspirant, candidate, competitor, entrant, 

interviewee, participant, postulant. 


application /æplrkerf(ə)n/ noun 1 formal 
request. 2 applying. 3 thing applied. 4 diligence. 

_Srelevance. 6 use. 

applicator /‘zplikerta/ noun device for apply- 
ing ointment etc. 

appliqué /z'pli:ke1/ noun work in which tut-out 
fabric is fixed on to other fabric. @ verb (-qués, 
-quéd, -quéing) decorate with appliqué. 


apply /ə'plar/ verb (-les, -ied) 1 (often + for, to, to 
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do) make formal request. 2 (often + to) be rele- 
vant. 3 make use of. 4 (often + to) put or spread 
(on). 5 (apply oneself; often + to) devote oneself. 
u 1 (apply for) see REQUEST verb 1; (apply to) see 
REQUEST verb 2. 2 be relevant, have a bearing, 
pertain; (apply to) appertain to, refer to, relate to. 3 
bring into use, employ, exercise, implement, 
practise, use, utilize, wield. 4 administer, affix, lay 
on, puton, rub on, spread. 5 (apply oneself) see 
CONCENTRATE 1. 


appoint /a'pomt/ verb 1 assign job or office to. 
2 (often + for) fix (time etc.). 3 (as appointed 
adjective) equipped, furnished. 

n 1 assign, choose, co-opt, delegate, depute, . 

designate, detail, elect, name, nominate, plump 

for, select, settle on, vote for. 2 arrange, authorize, 

decide on, determine, establish, fix, ordain, 

prescribe, settle. 


appointment noun 1 appointing, being 
appointed. 2 arrangement for meeting. 3 job 
available. 4 (in plural) equipment, fittings. 
m 1 choice, choosing, commissioning, election, 
naming, nomination, selection. 2 arrangement, 
assignation, consultation, colloquial date, 
engagement, fixture, interview, meeting, 
rendezvous, session, archaic tryst. 3 job, office, 
place, position, post, formal situation. 


apportion /a'po:J(e)n/ verb (often + to) share 
out. o apportionment noun. 


apposite /'æpəzıt/ adjective (often + to) 1 well 
expressed. 2 appropriate. 


apposition /æpə'zıf(ə)n/ noun juxtaposition, 
esp. of syntactically parallel words etc. (e.g. my 
friend Sue). 


appraise /2'preiz/ verb (-sing) estimate value or 
quality of. o appraisal noun. 


appreciable /ə'pri:fəb(ə)l/ adjective signifi- 
cant; considerable. 


appreciate /a'pri:Siert/ verb (-ting) 1 (highly) 
value; be grateful for. 2 understand, recognize. 3 
rise in value. o appreciation noun. appreciative 
|-Satrv/ adjective. 

m 1 admire, approve of, be grateful for, cherish, 

enjoy, esteem, find worthwhile, like, praise, prize, 

rate highly, regard highly, respect, treasure, value, 

welcome. 2 acknowledge, apprehend, be 

sensitive to, comprehend, know, realize, 

recognize, see, sympathize with, understand. 3 

escalate, gain, go up, grow, improve, increase, 

inflate, mount, rise, soar, strengthen. 


apprehend /zprrhend/ verb 1 arrest. 2 under- 
stand. 


apprehension /zprrhen{(e)n/ noun 1 fearful 
anticipation. 2 arrest. 3 understanding. 


apprehensive /zprrhensiv/ adjective uneasy, 
fearful. C.apprehensively adverb. apprehen- 
siveness moun. 

E afraid, anxious, concerned, disturbed, edgy, 

fearful, colloquial jittery, nervous, colloquial 

nervy, on edge, troubled, uneasy, worried. 
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apprentice /o'prentis/ noun person learning 
trade by working for agreed period. e@verb 
(usually + to) engage as apprentice. o appren- 
ticeship noun. 

m noun beginner, learner, novice, probationer, 

pupil, starter, tiro, trainee. 


apprise /o'praiz/ verb (-sing) (usually + of) 
inform. 


approach /ə'prəvtf/ verb 1 come nearer (to) 
in space or time. 2 be similar to. 3 approximate 
to. 4 set about. 5 make tentative proposal to. 
@noun 1 act of approaching. 2 means of 
approaching. 3 approximation. 4 technique. 5 
request, proposal. 6 part ofaircraft’s flight before 
landing. 
a verb 1 advance, bear down on, catch up, come 
near, draw near, gain on, loom, move towards, near, 
progress. 4 see BEGIN 1. 5 see CONTACT ver. 
© noun 1 advance, advent, arrival, coming, 
movement, nearing. 2 access, doorway, entrance, 
entry, passage, road, way in. 4 attitude, course, 
manner, means, method, mode, modus operandi, 
procedure, style, system, technique, way. 5 
appeal, application, invitation, offer, overture, 
proposal, proposition. 


approachable /ə'prəvtfəb(ə)l/ 
friendly; able to be approached. 

m accessible, affable, friendly, informal, kind, 

open, relaxed, sympathetic, unstuffy, well 

disposed. 


adjective 


approbation /epre'beis(a)n/ noun approval, 
consent. 


appropriate adjective /a'praupriet/ suitable, 
proper. © verb (-ting) /a'‘prauprieit/ 1 take posses- 
sion of. 2 devote (money etc.) to special purpose. 
o appropriately adverb. appropriateness noun. 
appropriation noun. 
adjective applicable, apposite, apropos, apt, 
becoming, befitting, compatible, correct, 
decorous, deserved, due, felicitous, fit, fitting, 
germane, happy, just, archaic meet, opportune, 
pertinent, proper, relevant, right, seasonable, 
seemly, suitable, tactful, tasteful, timely, well 
judged, well suited, well timed. © verb 1 annex, 
arrogate, commandeer, confiscate, expropriate, 
gain control of, hijack, requisition, seize, steal, 
take, take over, usurp. 


approval /ə'pru:v(ə)l/ noun 1 approving. 2 
consent. oon approval returnable if not satis- 
factory. 

um 1 acclaim, acclamation, admiration, applause, 

appreciation, approbation, commendation, 

esteem, favour, liking, plaudits, praise, regard, 
respect, support. 2 acceptance, acquiescence, 
agreement, assent, authorization, blessing, 
confirmation, consent, endorsement, go-ahead, 
green light, licence, mandate, colloquial OK, 
permission, ratification, sanction, seal, support, 
thumbs up, validation. 


approve /ə'pru:v/ verb (-ving) 1 sanction. 2 
(often + of) regard with favour. 


apprentice | aquaplane 


a 1 accede to, accept, affirm, agree to, allow, 
assent to, authorize, back, confirm, consent to, 
countenance, endorse, give one's blessing to, go 
along with, pass, permit, ratify, rubber-stamp, 
sanction, sign, subscribe to, support, tolerate, 
uphold, validate. 2 (approve of ) see ADMIRE 1. 


approx. abbreviation approximate(ly). - 
approximate adjective /e'proksmet/ fairly 
correct; near to the actual. @ verb /ə'proksmert/ 
(-ting) (often + fo) be or make near. o approxi- 
mately adverb. approximation noun. 
n adjective close, estimated, imprecise, inexact, 
loose, near, rough. © verb (approximate to) 
approach, be close to, be similar to, border on, 
come near to, equal roughly, look like, resemble, 
simulate, verge on. O approximately about, 
approaching, around, circa, close to, just about, 
loosely, more or less, nearly, colloquial pushing, 
roughly. 


appurtenance /e'p3:tmons/ noun (usually in 
plural) a belonging; an appendage or accessory. 

APR abbreviation annual(ized) percentage rate. 

Apr. abbreviation April. 

après-ski /eprei'ski:/ noun activities after a 
day’s skiing. @adjective suitable for these. 
[French] 

apricot /‘erprikot/ noun 1 small orange-yellow 
peachlike fruit. 2 its colour. e@adjective 
orange-yellow. 

‘April: /‘erpr(e)l/ noun fourth month of year. 
u April Fool victim of hoax on 1 Apr. 

a priori /er prar's:rar/ adjective 1 from cause to 
effect. 2 not derived from experience. 3 assumed 
without investigation. @ adverb 1 deductively. 2 
as far as one knows. 

apron /‘erpren/ noun 1 garment protecting front 
of clothes. 2 area on airfield for manoeuvring or 
loading. 3 part of stage in front of curtain. 

apropos /zpre'pau/ adjective 1 appropriate. 2 
(often + of) colloquial in respect of. @ adverb 1 

appropriately. 2 incidentally. 

apse /eps/ noun arched or domed recess esp. at 
end of church. 

apsis /‘zpsts/ noun (plural apsides /-di:z/) ap- 
helion or perihelion of planet; apogee or peri- 
gee of moon: 

apt adjective 1 suitable, appropriate. 2 (+ fo do) 
having a tendency to. 3 quick to learn. o aptness 
noun. 

aptitude /‘eptitju:d/ noun talent; ability, esp. 

specified. 


m ability, bent, capability, facility, fitness, flair, gift, 
| skill, suitability, talent. 


aqualung /'ækwəlaņy/ moun portable under- 
water breathing-apparatus. 

aquamarine /ækwəməri:n/ noun 1 bluish- 
green beryl. 2 its colour. @ adjective bluish- 
green. 

aquaplane /'ækwəplem/ noun board for riding 
on water, pulled by speedboat. @ verb (-ning) 1 


aquarelle | architect 


ride on this. 2 (of vehicle) glide uncontrollably 
on wet surface. 

aquarelle /zkwe'rel/ noun painting in trans- 
parent watercolours. — è 

aquarium /ə'kweərrəm/ noun (plural -s) tank 
for keeping fish etc. 

Aquarius /ə'kweərıəs/ noun eleventh sign of 
zodiac. 

aquatic /a'kwztik/ adjective 1 growing or living 
in water. 2 done in or on water. 

aquatint /'ækwətmt/ noun etched print like 
watercolour. ` 

aqueduct /‘ekwidakt/ noun water channel, 
esp. raised structure across valley. 

aqueous /‘eikwias/ adjective of or like water. 

aquiline /‘ekwilam/ adjective 1 of or like an 
eagle. 2 (of nose) curved. 

Arab /‘zrab/ noun 1 member of Semitic people 
inhabiting originally Saudi Arabia, now Middle 
East generally. 2 horse of breed originally native 
to Arabia. @ adjective of Arabia or Arabs. 

arabesque /ærə'besk/ noun 1 decoration with 
intertwined leaves, scrollwork, etc. 2 ballet 
posture with one leg extended horizontally back- 
wards. 


Arabian /e'reibien/ adjective of Arabia. e noun 
Arab. 


Arabic /'zrebik/ noun language of Arabs. 
© adjective of Arabs or their language. o arabic 
numerals 1, 2, 3, etc. 


arable /'ærəb(ə)l/ adjective fit for growing crops. 

arachnid /əræknıd/ noun creature of class 
comprising spiders, scorpions, etc. 

arachnophobia /arekne'feubie/ noun ex- 
treme fear of spiders. 


Aramaic /ærə'menk/ noun language of Syria at 
time of Christ. © adjective of or in Aramaic. 
arbiter /‘a:bite/ noun 1 arbitrator. 2 person 
influential in specific field. 
arbitrary /‘a:bitreri/ adjective 1 random; capri- 
cious. 2 despotic. o arbitrarily adverb. 
E 1 capricious, casual, chance, erratic, fanciful, 
illogical, indiscriminate, irrational, random, 
Subjective, unplanned, unpredictable, 
unreasonable, whimsical, wilful. 2 absolute, 
autocratic, despotic, dictatorial, high-handed, 
imperious, summary, tyrannical, tyrannous, 
uncompromising. 


arbitrate /‘a:bitrert/ verb (-ting) settle dispute 
between others. o arbitration noun. arbitrator 
noun. 

m adjudicate, decide, intercede, judge, make 
peace, mediate, negotiate, pass judgement, 

referee, settle, umpire. o arbitration 

adjudication, intercession, judgement, mediation, 

negotiation, settlement. arbitrator adjudicator, 

- | arbiter, go-between, intermediary, judge, 

mediator, middleman, negotiator, ombudsman, 

peacemaker, referee, troubleshooter, umpire. 


arboreal /a:‘bo:rtel/ adjective of or living in 
trees. 
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arboretum /a:ba'ri:tam/ noun (plural -ta) 
tree-garden. } 

arboriculture /‘a:bertkaltSa/ noun cultivation 
of trees and shrubs. 

arbour /‘a:ba/ noun (US arbor) shady garden 
alcove enclosed by trees etc. 

arc noun 1 part of circumference of circle or 
other curve. 2 luminous discharge between two 
electrodes. arc lamp, arc light one using elec- 
tric arc. arc welding using electric arc to melt 
metals to be welded. 

arcade /a:'kerd/ noun 1 covered walk, esp. lined 
with shops. 2 series ofarches supporting or along 
wall. 

Arcadian /a:'kerdien/ adjective ideally rustic. 

arcane /a:'kem/ adjective mysterious, secret. 

arch! noun curved structure supporting bridge, 
floor, etc. as opening or ornament. © verb 1 form 
arch. 2 provide with or form into arch. 


m noun arc, archway, bridge, vault. © verb arc, 
bend, bow, curve. 


arch? adjective self-consciously or affectedly 
playful. 

archaeology /a:kr'vled31/ moun (US arche- 
ology) study of ancient cultures, esp. by excav- 
ation of physical remains. o archaeological 
/-a'lod3-/ adjective. archaeologist noun. 

archaic /a:'keuk/ adjective 1 antiquated. 2 (of 
word) no longer in ordinary use. 3 of early period 
in culture. 

archaism /‘a:kenz(e)m/ noun 1 archaic word 
etc. 2 use of the archaic. oarchaistic /-'1st-/ 
adjective. 

archangel /‘a:kemd3(e)1/ noun angel of highest 
rank. 


archbishop /a:tS'bifap/ noun chief bishop. 

archbishopric noun office or diocese of arch- 
bishop. 

archdeacon /a:tf'di:kən/ noun church digni- 
tary next below bishop. o archdeaconry noun 
(plural -ies). 

archdiocese /a:iS‘datasis/ noun archbishop's 
diocese. darchdiocesan /-dar'nsis(a)n/ adjec- 
tive. 

arch-enemy /a:tf'enəm1/ noun (plural -ies) 
chief enemy. 

archeology US = ARCHAEOLOGY. 


archer /‘a:tJa/ oun person whoshoots with bow 
and arrows. 


archery /'a:tfərı/ noun shooting with bow and 
arrows. 


archetype /‘a:kitarp/ noun original model; 
poical specimen. o archetypal /-'tarp-/ adjec- 
ve. 
m classic, example, ideal, model, original, 
paradigm, pattern, precursor, prototype, ` 
standard. 


archipelago /a:kr'pelagau/ noun (plural -s) 1 
group of islands. 2 sea with many islands. 


architect /‘a:kitekt/ noun 1 designer of build- 
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ings etc. 2 (+ af) person who brings about speci- 
fied thing. 

architectonic /a:kitek'tonik/ adjective. of 
architecture. 

architecture /'a:kıtektfə/ noun 1 design and 
construction of buildings. 2 style of building. 
o architectural /-'tek-/ adjective. 

architrave /‘a:kitrerv/ noun 1 moulded frame 
round doorway or window. 2 main beam laid 
across tops of classical columns. 

archive /‘a:karv/ noun (usually in plural) 4 col- 
lection of documents or records. 2 place where 
these are kept. 


(archives) 1 annals, chronicles, documents, 
history, papers, records, registers. 2 library, 
museum. ‘ 


archivist /‘a:kivist/ noun keeper of archives. 
archway /'a:tfwer/ noun arched entrance or 
passage. 
Arctic /'a:ktık/ adjective 1 of north polar region. 
2 (arctic) very cold. © noun Arctic region. 
ardent /'a:d(a)nt/ adjective eager, fervent, pas- 
sionate; burning. o ardently adverb. 
a burning, eager, enthusiastic, fervent, hot, 
impassioned, intense, keen, passionate, warm, 
zealous. 


ardour /'a:də/ noun zeal, enthusiasm. 

arduous /‘a:djuas/ adjective 1 hard to accom- 
plish. 2 strenuous. 

a back-breaking, demanding, difficult, 

exhausting, gruelling, hard, heavy, Herculean, 

laborious, onerous, punishing, rigorous, severe, 

strenuous, taxing, tiring, tough, uphill. 


are see BE. 
area /‘eorta/ noun 1 extent or measure of surface. 
2 region. 3 space set aside for a purpose. 4 scope, 
range; field of study. 5 space in front of house 
basement. 
1 acreage, breadth, expanse, extent, patch, 
sheet, size, space, stretch, surface, tract, width. 2 
district, environs, locality, neighbourhood, part, 
precinct, province, quarter, region, sector, terrain, 
territory, vicinity, zone. 4 field, sphere, subject. 


arena /a'ri:na/ noun 1 centre of amphitheatre. 2 
scene of conflict. 3 sphere of action. 
aren't /a:nt/ 1 are not. 2 (in questions) am not. 
arête /z'reit/ noun sharp mountain ridge. 
argon /‘a:gon/ noun inert gaseous element. 
argot /‘a:gau/ noun jargon of group or class. 
argue /'a:gju:/ verb (-ues, -ued, -uing) 1 
exchange views, esp. heatedly. 2 (often + that) 
maintain by reasoning. 3 (+ for, against) reason. 
u arguable adjective. arguably adverb. 
m 1 answer back, bandy words, bargain, bicker, 
debate, deliberate, demur, differ, disagree, 
discuss, dispute, dissent, expostulate, fall out, 
fight, haggle, have words, object, protest, quarrel, 
remonstrate, colloquial row, spar, squabble, take 
exception, wrangle. 2 assert, claim, contend, 
demonstrate, hold, maintain, plead, prove, reason, 
show, suggest. 3 make a case, plead, reason. 


architectonic | arm 


argument /‘a:gjumant/ moun 1 (esp. heated) 

exchange of views. 2 reason given; reasoning. 3 

summary of book etc. o argumentation /-men-/ 

noun. i 
m 1 altercation, bickering, clash, conflict, 
contention, controversy, debate, difference (of 
opinion), disagreement, dispute, expostulation, 
fight, polemic, protest, quarrel, remonstration, 
colloquial row, colloquial set-to, squabble, tiff, 
wrangle. 2 case, contention, defence, 


deliberation, dialectic, discussion, exposition, 
hypothesis, reasoning, thesis. 3 abstract, gist, 
idea, outline, plot, summary, synopsis, theme. 


argumentative /a:gju'mentativ/ adjective 
fond of arguing. 

argy-bargy /a:d31'ba:d31/ noun jocular dispute, 
wrangle. 

aria /‘a:rta/ noun song for one voice in opera, 
oratorio, etc. l 

arid /'ærıd/ noun 1 dry, parched. 2 uninteresting. 
o aridity /ə'rıd-/ noun. 

m 1 barren, desert, dry, fruitless, infertile, lifeless, 

parched, sterile, torrid, unproductive, waste, 

waterless. 2 boring, dreary, dull, pointless, tedious, 

uninspired, uninteresting, vapid. 


Aries /'eəri:z/ noun first sign of zodiac. 

aright /a'rait/ adverb rightly. 

arise /ə'rarz/ verb (-sing; past arose /a'rauz/; past 
participle arisen /a'riz(e)n/) 1 originate. 2 
(usually + from, out of) result. 3 emerge, 4 rise. 


m 3 appear, come up, crop up, emerge. 4 get up, 
rise, stand up. 


aristocracy /zris'tokresi/ noun (plural -ies) 
ruling class, nobility. 

aristocrat /'ærıstəkræt/ noun member of aris- 
tocracy. 


m grandee, lady, lord, noble, nobleman, 
| noblewoman, patrician, peer. 
aristocratic /eriste'krettk/ adjective 1 of the 
aristocracy. 2 grand, distinguished. 
m 1 blue-blooded, courtly, elite, gentle, high-born, 


lordly, noble, patrician, princely, royal, 
thoroughbred, titled, upper class. 


arithmetic noun /ə'rıðmətık/ 1 science of 
numbers. 2 computation; use of numbers. 
@ adjective /er10'metik/ (also arithmetical) of 
arithmetic. 

ark noun ship in which Noah escaped the Flood. 
u Ark of the Covenant wooden chest containing 
tables of Jewish law. 

arm’ noun 1 upper limb of human body. 2 sleeve. 
3 raised side part of chair. 4 branch. 5 armlike 
thing. o armchair 1 chair with arms. 2 theor- 
etical rather than active. arm in arm with 
arms linked. armpit hollow under arm at shoul- 
der. at arm's length at a distance. with open 
arms cordially. o armful noun. 


m 4 bough, branch, limb, offshoot. 5 appendage, - 
| branch, extension, offshoot, projection. 


arm? noun 1 (usually in plural) weapon. 2 


a 


SE 


ee 2 


armada | arrive 


branch of military forces. 3 (in plural) heraldic 
devices. @ verb 1 equip with arms; equip oneself 
with arms. 2 make (bomb) ready. 0 armed ser- 
vices military forces. up in arms (usually + 
against, about) actively resisting. 

m noun 1 see WEAPON 1. DO armed services air 
force, army, forces, military, militia, navy, troops. 


armada /a:'ma:də/ noun fleet of warships. 


armadillo /a:mə'diləu/ noun (plural -s) S. 
American burrowing mammal with plated body. 


Armageddon /a:ma'ged(a)n/ noun huge battle 
at end of world. 


armament /‘a:mement/ noun 1 military 
weapon etc. 2 equipping for war. 

armature /'a:mətfə/ noun 1 rotating coil or 
coils of dynamo or electric motor. 2 iron bar 
placed across poles of magnet. 3 framework on 
which sculpture is moulded. 


armistice /‘a:mistis/ noun truce. 


| m agreement, ceasefire, peace, treaty, truce. 


armlet /‘a:mlit/ noun band worn round arm. 
armorial /a:'mo:rtel/ adjective of heraldic arms. 


armour /'a:mə/ noun 1 protective covering for- 
merly worn in fighting. 2 metal plates etc. pro- 
tecting ship, car, tank, etc. 3 armoured vehicles. 
o armoured adjective. 


armourer noun 1 maker of arms or armour. 2 
official in charge of arms. 


armoury /'a:mərı/ noun (plural -ies) arsenal. 


m ammunition dump, arsenal, depot, magazine, 
ordnance depot. 


army /‘a:m1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 organized 
armed land force. 2 vast number. 3 organized 
body. 

arnica /‘a:nike/ noun 1 plant with yellow 
flowers. 2 medicine made from it. 


aroma /ə'rəumə/ noun 1 pleasing smell. 2 subtle 
quality. o aromatic /era'metik/ adjective. 


m 1 bouquet, fragrance, odour, perfume, 
redolence, savour, scent, smell, whiff. 


aromatherapy noun use of plant extracts and 
oils in massage. 0 aromatherapist noun. 


arose past of ARISE. 


around /a'raund/ adverb 1 on every side. 2 all 
round. 3 colloquial in existence. 4 colloquial near 
at hand. @ preposition 1 on or along the circuit 
of. 2 on every side of. 3 here and there in or near. 
4 about. 


arouse /s'ravz/ verb (-sing) 1 induce (esp. 
emotion). 2awake from sleep. 3 stir into activity. 
4stimulate sexually. o arousal noun. 

= 1 awaken, call forth, encourage, foment, foster, 

induce, kindle, provoke, quicken, stimulate, stir up, 

whip up. 2 see AWAKE verb 1. 3 see ANIMATE verb 

1. 


arpeggio /a:'ped31eu/ noun (plural -s) notes of 
chord played in rapid succession. 

arrack /‘zrak/ noun alcoholic spirit made esp. 
from rice. 
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arraign /ə'rem/ verb 1 indict, accuse. 2 find fault 
with. o arraignment noun. 


arrange /əs'remd3/ verb (-ging) 1 put in order. 2 
plan or provide for. 3 (+ to do, for) take measures, 
4 (+ with person) agree about procedure for. 5 
Music adapt (piece). 

m 1 adjust, align, array, categorize, classify, 

collate, display, dispose, distribute, grade, group, 

lay out, line up, marshal, order, organize, 
pigeon-hole, position, put in order, range, rank, set 
out, sort (out), space, systematize, tabulate, tidy 
up. 2 bring about, contrive, coordinate, devise, 
manage, organize, plan, prepare, see to, settle, set 
up. 5 adapt, orchestrate, score. 


arrangement noun 1 arranging, being 
arranged. 2 manner in which thing is ordered or 
placed. 3 deal, agreement. 4 Music adaptation (of 
piece). 
m 1 adjustment, alignment, design, disposition, 
distribution, grouping, layout, marshalling, 
organization, planning, positioning, setting out, 
spacing, tabulation. 2 see ORDER oun 1,2.3 
agreement, bargain, compact, contract, deal, pact, 
scheme, settlement, terms, understanding. 4 
adaptation, orchestration, version. 


arrant /'ærənt/ adjective literary downright, 
utter. 


arras /'ærəs/ noun tapestry wall-hanging. 


array /a'ret/ noun 1 imposing series or 
display. 2 ordered arrangement, esp. of troops. 
@verb 1 deck, adorn. 2 set in order. 3 marshal 
(forces). 

a noun 1 assemblage, collection, demonstration, 

display, exhibition, line-up, panoply, parade, 

presentation, show, spectacle. 2 arrangement, 

formation, line-up, muster, parade. © verb 1 

adorn, attire, clothe, deck, decorate, dress, equip, 

fit out, garb, rig out, robe, wrap. 2 see ARRANGE 1. 


arrears /ə'rrəz/ plural noun 1 outstanding debt. 
2 what remains undone. oin arrears behind- 
hand, esp. in payment. 


arrest /a'rest/ verb 1 lawfully seize. 2 stop. 3 
catch attention of. enoun 1 arresting, being 
arrested. 2 stoppage. 

m verb 1 apprehend, capture, catch, colloquial 
collar, detain, have up, hold, slang nab, slang nick, 
slang pinch, colloquial run in, seize, take into 
custody, take prisoner. 2 bar, block, check, delay, 
end, halt, hinder, impede, inhibit, interrupt, 
obstruct, prevent, restrain, retard, slow, stem, 
stop. @ noun 1 apprehension, capture, detention, 
seizure. 


arrival /ə'rarv(ə)l/ noun 1 arriving. 2 person or 
thing arriving. : 

m 1 advent, appearance, approach, coming, 

entrance, landing, return, touchdown. 2 caller, 

newcomer, visitor, 


arrive /ə'rarv/ verb (-ving) 1 come to destination. 
2 (+ at) reach (conclusion). 3 colloquial become 
successful. 4 be born. 
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m 1 appear, come, disembark, drive up, enter, get 
in, land, make an entrance, rollin, colloquial roll 
up, colloquial show up, touch down, turn up. 2 
(arrive af) See REACH Verb 3,4. 3 see SUCCEED 1. 


arrogant /‘zragent/ adjective aggressively 
assertive or presumptuous. o arrogance noun. 
arrogantly adverb. 
m boastful, brash, brazen, bumptious, cavalier, 
colloquial cocky, conceited, condescending, 
disdainful, egotistic(al), haughty, colloquial high 
and mighty, high-handed, imperious, impudent, 
| insolent, lofty, lordly, overbearing, patronizing, 
pompous, presumptuous, proud, scornful, 
self-admiring, self-important, smug, snobbish, 
colloquial snooty, colloquial stuck-up, 
supercilious, superior, vain. 


arrogate /‘zrageit/ verb (-ting) claim without 
right. o arrogation noun. 


arrow /‘zrau/ noun 1 pointed missile shot from 
bow. 2 representation of this, esp. to show direc- 
tion. o arrowhead pointed tip of arrow. 


arrowroot /‘zrauru:t/ noun nutritious starch. 


arse /a:s/ noun (US ass) coarse slang the but- 
tocks. 


arsenal /'a:sən(ə)l/ noun place where weapons 
and ammunition are made or stored. 


arsenic /'a:sənık/ noun 1 brittle semi-metallic 
element. 2 its highly poisonous trioxide. 


arson /‘a:san/ noun crime of deliberately setting 
property on fire. o arsonist noun. 


a o arsonist colloquial firebug, fire-raiser, 
incendiary, pyromaniac. 


art noun 1 human creative skill; its application. 
2 branch of creative activity concerned with 
imitative and imaginative designs, sounds, or 
ideas, e.g. painting, music, writing. 3 creative 
activity resulting in visual representation. 4 
thing in which skill can be exercised. 5 (in 
plural) certain branches of learning (esp. lan- 
guages, literature, history, etc.) as distinct from 
sciences. 6 knack, skill. 7 cunning. cart 
nouveau /a: nu:'vau/ art style of late 19th c., with 
flowing lines. : 

m 1 artistry, craft, craftsmanship, creativity, 

workmanship. 5 (the arts) humanities. 6 aptitude, 

cleverness, craft, dexterity, expertise, facility, 

knack, proficiency, skilfulness, skill, talent, 

technique, touch, trick. 


artefact /‘a:tifekt/ noun (also artifact) man- 
made object. 

arterial /a:'tiortel/ adjective of or like artery. 
ū arterial road important main road. 

arteriosclerosis /a:tiartausklie'reusis/ noun 
hardening and thickening of artery walls. 

artery /‘a:tar1/ noun (plural-ies) 1 blood vessel 
carrying blood from heart. 2 main road or 
railway line. 

artesian well /a:'ti:zien/ well in which water 
rises by natural pressure through vertically 
drilled hole. 


arrogant | artist 


artful /‘c:tful/ adjective sly, crafty. o artfully 
adverb. artfulness noun. 

m astute, canny, clever, crafty, cunning, deceitful, 

designing, devious, slang fly, foxy, ingenious, 

scheming, shrewd, skilful, sly, smart, 

sophisticated, subtle, tricky, wily. 


arthritis /a:'6rartis/ noun inflammation of joint. 
o arthritic /-'6rit-/ adjective & noun. 


arthropod /‘a:6rapod/ noun animal with seg- 
mented body and jointed limbs, e.g. insect, 
spider, crustacean. 


artichoke fa:titfauk/ noun 1 plant allied to 
thistle. 2 its partly edible flower. 3 Jerusalem 
artichoke.. 


article /'a:tık(ə)l/ noun 1 item or thing. 2 short 
piece of non-fiction in newspaper etc. 3 clause 
of agreement etc. 4 = DEFINITE ARTICLE, INDEFINITE 
ARTICLE. @verb employ under contract as 
trainee. 

m noun 1 item, object, thing. 2 composition, essay, 

feature, newspaper column, piece, treatise. 


articular /a:'tikjule/ adjective of joints. 


articulate adjective /a:'tikjulet/ 1 fluent and 
clear in speech. 2 (of speech) in which separate 
sounds and words are clear. 3 having joints. 
© verb /a:'tikjuleit/ (-ting) 1 speak distinctly. 2 
express clearly. 3 (often as articulated adjective) 
connect with joints. o articulated lorry one with 
sections connected by flexible joint. o articu- 
lately adverb. articulation noun. 

n adjective 1 clear, coherent, comprehensible, 

distinct, eloquent; expressive, fluent, intelligible, 

lucid, understandable, vocal. @ verb 1,2 see SPEAK 

1,2. 3 (articulated) bending, flexible, hinged, 

jointed. 


artifact = ARTEFACT. 
artifice /‘a:tifis/ noun 1 trick. 2 cunning. 3 skill. 
artificer /a:'tfısə/ noun craftsman. 


artificial /a:tr'fiJ(e)l/ adjective 1 not natural. 2 
imitating nature. 3 insincere. o artificial insem- 
ination non-sexual injection of semen into 
uterus. artificial intelligence (use of) computers 
replacing human intelligence. artificial respir- 
ation manual or mechanical stimulation of 
breathing. o artificiality /-Sr'zl-/ noun. artifi- 
cially adverb. 

a 1, 2 fabricated, man-made, manufactured, 

synthetic, unnatural. 3 affected, assumed, bogus, 

contrived, counterfeit, fake, false, feigned, forced, 
imitation, insincere, laboured, mock, colloquial 
phoney, pretended, pseudo, puton, sham, 
simulated, spurious, unreal. 


artillery /aʻtlərı/ noun 1 large guns used in 
fighting on Jand. 2 branch of army using these. 
Dartilleryman zoun. 

artisan /a:t'zzn/ oun skilled worker or crafts- 
man. 

artist /‘a:tist/ noun 1 person who practises any. 
art, esp. painting. 2 artiste. o artistic adjective. 
artistically adverb. artistry noun. 


artiste | asparagus 


E 2 see MUSICIAN, PERFORMER (PERFORM). i 
U artistic aesthetic, attractive, beautiful, creative, 
cultured, decorative, imaginative, ornamental, 


tasteful. 

artiste /a:'ti:st/ noun professional singer, 
dancer, etc. 

artless adjective 4 guileless, ingenuous. 2 
natural. 3 clumsy. o artlessly adverb. 

arty adjective (-ier,-iest)colloquialpretentiously 
or affectedly artistic. 

arum /'eərəm/ noun plant with arrow-shaped 
leaves. 

Aryan /‘earten/ noun speaker of any Indo-Euro- 
pean language. © adjective of Aryans. 

as /æz, əz/ adverb to the same extent. © conjunc- 
tion 1 in the same way that. 2 while, when. 3 
since, seeing that. 4 although. © preposition in 
the capacity or form of. Gas ... as ... to the 
same extent that ... is, does, etc. 

asafoetida /æsə'fetrdə/ noun (US asafetida) 
resinous pungent gum. 

asbestos /es'bestns/ noun 1 fibrous silicate 
mineral. 2 heat-resistant or insulating substance 
made from this. 

ascend /s'send/ verb 1 slope upwards. 2 go or 
come up; climb. 
! m 1 climb, go up, rise, slope upwards. 2 climb, 


come up, fly, go up, make an ascent, mount, move 
| up, rise, scale, soar, take off. 
ascendancy noun (often + over) dominant 
control. 


ascendant adjective rising. oin the ascend- 
ant gaining or having power or authority. 

ascension /e'senJ(9)n/ moun ascent, esp. 
(Ascension) of Christ into heaven. 

ascent /ə'sent/ noun 1 ascending, rising. 2 
upward path or slope. 

m 1 ascension, climb, rise. 2 climb, gradient, hill, 

incline, ramp, rise, slope. 


ascertain /eso'tem/ verb find out for certain. 
D ascertainment noun. 
m confirm, determine, discover, establish, find 
out, identify, learn, make certain, make sure, 


| settle, verify. 


ascetic /a'setik/ adjective severely abstinent; 
self-denying. @7oun ascetic person. o asceti- 
cism /-tis-/ noun. 

m adjective abstemious, austere, celibate, chaste, 

frugal, harsh, hermit-like, plain, puritanical, 

restrained, rigorous, self-controlled, self-denying, 

self-disciplined, severe, Spartan, strict, 

temperate. 


ascorbic acid /s'sko:brk/ noun vitamin C. 


ascribe /o'skraib/ verb (-bing) (usually + to) 1 
attribute. 2 regard as belonging. o ascription 
/“skrip-/ noun. 

asepsis /er'sepsis/ noun 1 absence of sepsis or 
harmful ia. 2 aseptic method in surgery. 
o aseptic adjective. 
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asexual /er'seksjual/ adjective 1 without sex or 
sexuality. 2 (of reproduction) not involving 
fusion of gametes. o asexually adverb. 


ash!’ noun 1 (often in plural) powdery residue 
left after burning. 2 (in plural) human remains 
after cremation. 3 (the Ashes) trophy in cricket 
between England and Australia. o ashean US 
dustbin. ashtray receptacle for tobacco ash. Ash 
Wednesday first day of Lent. 


| m 1 (ashes) burnt remains, cinders. 


ash? noun 1 tree with silver-grey bark. 2 its 
wood. 

ashamed /2'Jemmd/ adjective 1 embarrassed by 
shame. 2 (+ to do) reluctant owing to shame. 

m 1 abashed, apologetic, blushing, chagrined, 

chastened, conscience-stricken, contrite, 

discomfited, distressed, embarrassed, guilty, 

humbled, humiliated, mortified, penitent, š 

red-faced, remorseful, repentant, rueful, 

shamefaced, sheepish, sorry, upset. 


ashen /'æf(ə)n/ adjective grey, pale. 
ashore /2'fo:/ adverb to or on shore. 


ashram /'æfræm/ noun religious retreat for 
Hindus. 


Asian /'erf(ə)n/ adjective of Asia. © noun 1 native 
of Asia. 2 person of Asian descent. 


aside /o'said/ adverb 1 to or on one side: 2 away, 
apart. @ noun words spoken aside, esp. by actor 
to audience. 


asinine /'æsmam/ adjective 1 asslike. 2 stupid. 


ask /a:sk/ verb 1 call for answer to or about. 2 
seek to obtain from another person. 3 invite. 4 (+ 
-for) seek to obtain or meet. 5 (+ for) invite 
(trouble etc.). ask after inquire about (esp. 
person). 
m 1 enquire of, inquire of, interrogate, pose a 
question to, query, question, quiz. 2, 4 beg, 
beseech, entreat, implore, importune, petition, 
pray; (ask for) appeal for, apply for, badger for, 
crave, demand, plead for, press for, request, seek, 
solicit, sue for, literary supplicate (for). 3 invite, 
summon. 5 (ask for) see ATTRACT 2. 


askance /əskæns/ adverb sideways. o look 
askance at regard suspiciously. 


askew /e'skju:/ adverb crookedly. © adjective 
oblique; awry. S 

aslant /ə'sla:nt/ adverb at a slant. @ preposition 
obliquely across. 


asleep /ə'sli:p/ adjective 1 sleeping. 2 colloquial 
inattentive. 3 (of limb) numb. @ adverb into state 
of sleep. 
m adjective 1 comatose, colloquial dead to the 
world, dormant, dozing, hibernating, inactive, 
slang kipping, napping, resting, sedated, sleeping, 
poetical slumbering, colloquial snoozing, 
unconscious, under sedation. 2 see INATTENTIVE. 
3 see NUMB adjective. 


asp noun small venomous snake. 


asparagus /əs'pærəgəs/ noun 1 plant of lily 
family. 2 its edible shoots. 
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aspect /‘zspekt/ noun 1 viewpoint, feature, etc, 
to be considered. 2 appearance, look. 3 side 
facing specified direction. ý 
a 1 angle, attribute, characteristic, circumstance, 
detail, element, facet, feature, quality, side, 
standpoint, viewpoint. 2 air, appearance, attitude, 
bearing, countenance, demeanour, expression, 
face, look, manner, literary mien, literary visage. 3 
direction, orientation, outlook, position, prospect, 
situation, view. 


aspen /‘zspen/ noun poplar with fluttering 
leaves. 


asperity /es'peritt/ noun 1 sharpness of temper 
or tone. 2 roughness. 

a 1 abrasiveness, acerbity, acidity, acrimony, 

astringency, bitterness, churlishness, crossness, 

harshness, hostility, irascibility, irritability, 

peevishness, rancour, roughness, severity, 

sharpness, sourness, venom, virulence. 


aspersion /as'p3:J(a)n/ noun ocast asper- 
sions on defame. 

asphalt /'æsfælt/ noun 1 bituminous pitch. 2 
mixture of this with gravel etc. for surfacing 
roads etc. © verb surface with asphalt. 


asphodel /‘zsfodel/ noun kind of lily. 


asphyxia /æs'ftksrə/ noun 1 lack of oxygen in 
blood. 2 suffocation. 


asphyxiate /as'fiksieit/ verb (-ting) suffocate. 
o asphyxiation noun. 


aspic /‘zspik/ noun clear savoury jelly. 

aspidistra /æspr'dıstrə/ noun house plant with 
broad tapering leaves. 

aspirant /'æspırənt/ adjective aspiring. © noun 
person who aspires. 


aspirate noun /'æspərət/ 1 sound ofh. 2 conson- 
ant blended with this. @ verb /'æspərert/ (-ting) 1 
pronounce with A. 2 draw (fluid) by suction from 
cavity. 

aspiration /æspə'rerf(ə)n/ noun 1 ambition, 
desire. 2 aspirating. 

@ 1 aim, ambition, craving, desire, dream, goal, 

hope, longing, objective, purpose, wish, yearning. 


aspire /ə'sparə/ verb (-ring) (usually + to, after, 
to do) have ambition or strong desire. o aspiring 
adjective. 

a (aspire to) aim for, crave, desire, dream of, hope 

for, long for, pursue, seek, set one's sights on, 

want, wish for, yearn for. 0 aspiring see 

POTENTIAL adjective. 


aspirin /‘zsprm/ noun (plural same or -s) 1 
white powder used to reduce pain and fever. 2 
tablet of this. 


ass noun 1 4-legged animal with long ears, 
related to horse. 2 donkey. 3 stupid person. 


assail /a'serl/ verb attack physically or verbally. 
o assailant noun. 


l m assault, attack, bombard, pelt, set on. 


assassin /ə'sæsm/ noun killer, esp. of political 
or religious leader. 


aspect | assertive 


assassinate /ə'sæsmert/ verb (-ting) kill for 


Political or religious motives. o assassination 
noun. 


assault /s'so:lt/ noun 1 violent physical or 
verbal attack. 2 Law threat or display of violence 
against person. e@verb make assault on. 
Gassault and battery Law threatening act 
resulting in physical harm to person. 

m noun 1 attack, Law battery, GBH, mugging, 

Offensive, onslaught, rape, strike. @ verb abuse, 

assail, attack, beat up, s/ang do over, fight, fly at, 

jump on, lash out at, colloquial lay into, mob, 

| molest, mug, colloquial pitch into, pounce on, rape, 
tush at, colloquial set about, set on, strike at, 

violate, colloquial wade into. 


assay /ə'ser/ noun test of metal or ore for ingredi- 
ents and quality. @ verb make assay of. 


assegaii /'æsıgar/ noun light iron-tipped S. 
African spear. 


assemblage /s'semblid3/ moun assembled 
group. 

assemble /s'semb(s)I/ verb (-ling) 1 fit together 
parts of; fit (parts) together. 2 bring or come 
together. 

m 1 build, construct, erect, fabricate, fit together, 

make, manufacture, piece together, produce, put 

together. 2 accumulate, amass, bring together, 

collect, come together, congregate, convene, 

converge, crowd, flock, gather, get together, group, 

herd, join up, marshal, meet, mobilize, muster, pile 

up, rally (round), round up, swarm, throng (round). 


assembly /e'sembli/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
assembling. 2 assembled group, esp..as parlia- 
ment etc. 3 fitting together of parts. o assembly 
line machinery arranged so that product can be 
progressively assembled. 

2 assemblage, conclave, conference, 

congregation, congress, convention, 

convocation, council, crowd, gathering, meeting, 

parliament, rally, synod. 


assent /o'sent/ noun consent, approval. @ verb 
(usually + ¢o) agree, consent. 
n noun acceptance, accord, acquiescence, 
agreement, approbation, approval, compliance, 
consent, go-ahead, permission, sanction, 
willingness. @ verb accede, accept, acquiesce, 
agree, approve, be willing, comply, concede, 
concur, consent, express agreement, say yes, 
submit, yield. 


assert /a'ss:t/ verb 1 declare. 2 enforce claim to. 
3 (assert oneself) insist on one’s rights. 

m 1 affirm, allege, argue, asseverate, attest, claim, 

contend, declare, emphasize, insist, maintain, 

proclaim, profess, protest, state, stress, swear, 

testify. 2 claim, demand, insist on. 3 (assert 

oneself) see INSIST. 


assertion /9's3:{(e)n/ noun declaration; forth- 
right statement. 


assertive adjective asserting oneself; forth- 
right, positive. assertively adverb. assert- 
iveness noun. 


assess | assortment 


m aggressive, assured, authoritative, bold, 
colloquial bossy, certain, confident, decided, 
decisive, definite, dogmatic, domineering, 
emphatic, firm, forceful, forthright, insistent, 
opinionated, peremptory, positive, colloquial 
pushy, self-assured, strong, strong-willed, 
stubborn, uncompromising. 


assess /a'ses/ verb 1 estimate size or quality of. 
2 estimate value of (property etc.) for taxation. 
o assessment noun. 
m 1 appraise, assay (metal), calculate, compute, 
consider, determine, estimate, evaluate, fix, 
gauge, judge, price, reckon, review, colloquial size 
up, value, colloquialweigh up, work out. 2 
appraise, evaluate, price, value. 


assessornoun 1 person who assesses taxes etc. 
2judge’s technical adviser in court. 


asset /‘zset/ noun 1 useful or valuable person 
or thing. 2 (usually in plural) property and pos- 
sessions. 
m 1 advantage, aid, benefit, blessing, boon, 
godsend, good, help, profit, resource, strength, 
support. 2 (assets) capital, effects, estate, funds, 
goods, holdings, means, money, possessions, 
property, resources, savings, securities, 
valuables, wealth. 


asseverate /a'sevoareit/ verb declare solemnly. 
a asseveration /-'rerf(ə)n/ noun. 


assiduous /e'sidjuas/ adjective persevering, 
hard-working. oassiduity /esr'dju:tti/ noun. 
assiduously adverb. 


assign /ə'sam/ verb 1 allot. 2appoint. 3 fix (time, 

place, etc.). 4 (+ to) ascribe to. 5 (+ to) Law trans- 

fer formally to. 
m 1 allocate, allot, apportion, consign, dispense, 
distribute, give, hand over, share out. 2 appoint, 
delegate, designate, nominate, ordain, select. 3 
appoint, authorize, designate, fix, nominate, 
ordain, prescribe, put down, select, specify, 
stipulate. 4 (assign to) accredit to, ascribe to, 
attribute to, credit to. 


assignation /esig'neif(e)n/ noun 1 appoint- 
ment, esp. made by lovers. 2 assigning, being 
assigned. 


assignee /asar'ni:/ noun Law person to whom 
property or right is assigned. 

assignment /e'samment/ noun 1 task or 
mission. 2 assigning, being assigned. 

m 1 chore, commission, duty, errand, job, mission, 

obligation, post, project, responsibility, task, work. 


assimilate /e'smileit/ verb (-ting) 1 absorb or 
be absorbed into system. 2 (usually + fo) make 
like. a assimilable adjective. assimilation noun. 
assimilative /-lativ/ adjective. 


assist /o'sist/ verb (often + in) help. o assist- 
ance noun. 
m abet, advance, aid, back, benefit, boost, 
collaborate with, cooperate with, facilitate, 
further, give a hand, help, lend a hand, promote, 
rally round, reinforce, relieve, second, serve, 
archaic or formal succour, support, sustain, work 
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with. o assistance aid, backing, benefit, 
collaboration, contribution, cooperation, 
encouragement, help, patronage, reinforcement, 
relief, sponsorship, subsidy, archaic or formal _ 
succour, support. 


assistantnoun 1 helper. 2 subordinate worker, 
3 = SHOP ASSISTANT. 

® 1 abetter, Law abettor, accessory, accomplice, 
acolyte, aide, ally, associate, backer, collaborator, 
colleague, companion, comrade, confederate, 
helper, helpmate, usually derogatory henchman, 
mainstay, mate, partner, right-hand man, 
right-hand woman, standby, supporter. 2 
auxiliary, deputy, mate, derogatory minion, 
second, second in command, subordinate. 


assizes /ə'sarzız/ plural noun historical court 
periodically administering civil and criminal 
law. 


Assoc. abbreviation Association. 


associate verb /a'saufieit/ (-ting) 1 connect 
mentally. 2join, combine. 3 (usually + with) have 
frequent dealings. © noun /a'sausiet/ 1 partner, 
colleague. 2 friend, companion. © adjective 
/a'savsrat/ joined, allied. 
m verb 1 bracket together, connect, put together, 
relate. 2 combine, join up, link up. 3 (associate 
with) ally oneself with, be friends with, consort 
with, fraternize with, gang up with, go around with, 
slang hang out with, hobnob with, keep company 
with, make friends with, mingle with, mix with, side 
with, socialize with. © noun 1 see ASSISTANT 1.2 
see FRIEND 1. 


association /əsəvsir'erf(ə)}n/ noun 1 group 
organized for joint purpose. 2 associating, being 
associated. 3 fellowship. 4 connection of ideas. 
o association football kind played with round 
ball which may be handled only by goalkeeper. 
m 1 alliance, body, brotherhood, cartel, clique, 
club, coalition, company, confederation, 
consortium, cooperative, corporation, federation, 
fellowship, group, league, organization, 
partnership, party, society, syndicate, trust, union. 
2 affiliation, alliance, amalgamation, coalition, 
combination, confederation, federation, marriage, 
merger, union. 3 companionship, fellowship, 
friendship, partnership. 


assonance /'æsənəns/ noun partial resem- 
blance of sound between syllables, as in run-up, 
or wary and barely. o assonant adjective. 

assort /o'so:t/ verb arrange in sorts, classify. 

assorted /2'so:tid/ adjective of various sorts; 
mixed. 

m different, differing, archaic divers, diverse, 

heterogeneous, manifold, miscellaneous, mixed, 

motley, multifarious, sundry, varied, various. 


assortment /a'so:tmont/ noun diverse group 
or mixture. 

m agglomeration, array, choice, collection, 

diversity, farrago, jumble, medley, mélange, 

miscellany, mishmash, mixed bag, mixed bunch, 

mixture, pot-pourri, range, selection, variety. 
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assuage /o'sweid3/ verb (-ging) 1 soothe. 2 
appease. 0 assuagement noun. 


assume /ə'sju:m/ verb (-ming) 1 take to be true. 
2 undertake. 3 simulate. 4 put on (disguise etc.). 
5 take on (aspect, attribute, etc.). ` 
m 1 believe, deduce, expect, guess, imagine, infer, 
presume, presuppose, suppose, surmise, 
suspect, think, understand. 2 accept, embrace, 
take on, undertake. 3 affect, fake, feign, pretend, 
simulate. 4 adopt, don, dress up in, put on, try on, 
wear. 5 acquire, take on. 


assumption /o'samp/(e)n/ noun 1 assuming. 
2 thing assumed. 3 (Assumption) reception of 
Virgin Mary bodily into heaven. : 

a 2 belief, conjecture, expectation, guess, 

hypothesis, premiss, presumption, 

presupposition, supposition, surmise, theory. 


assurance noun 1 declaration; promise. 2 
insurance, esp. of life. 3 certainty. 4 self- 
confidence. 


m 1 commitment, guarantee, oath, pledge, 
promise, undertaking, vow, word (of honour). 


assure /ə'fuə/ verb (-ring) 1 (often + of) con- 
vince. 2 tell (person) confidently. 3 ensure, guar- 
antee (result etc.). 4 insure (esp. life). 5 (as 
assured adjective) confident. 

a 1 convince, persuade, reassure. 2 give a 

promise, guarantee, pledge, promise, swear, vow. 

3 ensure, guarantee, make sure, secure. 5 

(assured) see CONFIDENT 1. 


assuredly /a'Juaridli/ adverb certainly. 


aster /'æstə/ noun plant with bright daisy-like 
flowers. 


asterisk /'æstərısk/ noun symbol (*) used as ref- 
erence to footnote, to mark omission, etc. 


astern /ə'st3:n/ adverb 1 in or to rear of ship or 
aircraft. 2 backwards. 


asteroid /'æstərəıd/ noun any of numerous 
small planets between orbits of Mars and 
Jupiter. 


asthma /'æsmə/ noun condition marked by dif- 
ficulty in breathing. o asthmatic /-'mzet-/ adjec- 
tive & noun. 

astigmatism /e'stigmetiz(a)m/ noun eye or 
lens defect resulting in distorted images. 
Oastigmatic /zestig'mztik/ adjective. 


astir /a'sts:/ adverb & adjective 1 in motion. 2 out 
of bed. 


astonish /ə'stonıf/ verb amaze, surprise. 

o astonishing adjective. astonishment noun. 

@ amaze, astound, baffle, bewilder, confound, 
daze, dazzle, dumbfound, electrify, colloquial 
flabbergast, leave speechless, nonplus, shock, 
stagger, startle, stun, stupefy, surprise, take 
aback, take by surprise, take person's breath 
away, slang wow. 0 astonishing see AMAZING 
(amaze). 


astound /a'staund/ verb astonish greatly. 
ü astounding adjective. 
H See ASTONISH. 


astrakhan /æstrəkæn/ noun 1 dark curly 
fleece of Astrakhan lamb. 2 cloth imitating this. 


astral /'æstr(ə)l/ adjective 4 of stars, 2 starry. 


astray /ə'strer/ adverb & adjective away from 


right way. ogo astray be lost. lead astray lead 
into error. 


u adrift, amiss, awry, lost, off course, wrong. 
O lead astray see MIsLEAD. 


astride /e'strard/ adverb (often + of) with one 
leg on each side. © Preposition astride of. 


astringent /e'strmdgent/ adjective 4 con- 
tracting body tissue, esp. to check bleeding. 2 
austere, severe. @ oun astringent substance. 
Oastringency noun. i 

astrolabe /‘zstraleib/ noun instrument for 
measuring altitude of stars etc. 


astrology /e'stroledsi/ noun study of supposed 
planetary influence on human affairs. o astrol- 
oger noun. astrological /zestra'lod3-/ adjective. 

astronaut /‘estrano:t/ noun space traveller. 


astronautics /æstrə'nə:trks/ plural noun 
(treated as singular) science of space travel. 
o astronautical adjective. 
astronomical /æstrə'nomık(ə)l/ adjective 
(also astronomic) 1 of astronomy. 2 vast. 
o astronomically adverb. 


astronomy /ə'stronəmr/ noun science of celes- 
tial bodies. o astronomer noun. 


astrophysics /æstrəv'fızıks/ plural noun 
(treated as singular) study of physics and chem- 
istry of celestial bodies. o astrophysical adjec- 
tive. astrophysicist noun. : 


astute /o'stju:t/ adjective shrewd. oastutely 
adverb. astuteness noun. 

u acute, adroit, artful, canny, clever, crafty, 

cunning, discerning, slang fly, foxy, guileful, 

ingenious, intelligent, knowing, observant, 

perceptive, perspicacious, sagacious, sharp, 

shrewd, sly, subtle, wily. 


asunder /a'sanda/ adverb literary apart. 


asylum /ə'saləm/ noun 1 sanctuary. 2 = POLIT- 
ICAL ASYLUM. 3 historical mental institution. 


m 1, 2 cover, haven, refuge, protection, retreat, 
| safety, sanctuary, shelter. 


asymmetry /ersmətrı/ noun lack of sym- 
metry. o asymmetric(al) /-'met-/ adjective. 


m o asymmetric(al) awry, crooked, distorted, 
irregular, lopsided, unbalanced, uneven, slang 
wonky. 


at /æt, at/ preposition: expressing position, point 
in time or on scale, engagement in activity, value 
or rate, or motion or aim towards. 

atavism /‘zteviz(e)m/ noun 1 resemblance to 
remote ancestors. 2 reversion to earlier type. 
Datavistic /-'vis-/ adjective. 

ate past of EAT. 

atelier /a'teliet/ noun workshop; artist's studio. 


ism /‘e10uz(e)m/ noun belief that no God 
ee [=] a noun. atheistic /-'1st-/adjective. 


atherosclerosis | attain 


| m o atheist see NON-BELIEVER. 


atherosclerosis [æðərəusklə'rəusıs/ noun 
formation of fatty deposits in the arteries. 


athlete /'æ0li:t/ noun person who engages in 
athletics, exercises, etc. o athlete’s foot fungal 


foot disease. 


athletic /z0'lettk/ adjective 1 of athletes or ath- 
letics. 2 physically strong or agile. o athletically 
adverb. athleticism /-‘letts1z(a)m/ noun. 

m 2 acrobatic, active, energetic, fit, muscular, 

powerful, robust, sinewy, colloquial sporty, 

strapping, strong, sturdy, vigorous, well built, wiry. 


athletics plural noun (usually treated as 
singular) physical exercises, esp. track and field 
events. 


atlas /'ætləs/ noun book of maps. 


atmosphere /‘ztmesfia/ noun 1 gases envelop- 
ing earth, other planet, etc. 2 tone, mood, etc., of 
place, book, etc. 3 unit of pressure. 0 atmos- 
pheric /-‘fer-/ adjective. 

m 1 aerospace, air, ether, heavens, ionosphere, 

sky, stratosphere, troposphere. 2 ambience, aura, 

character, climate, environment, feeling, mood, 

spirit, tone, colloquial vibes, vibrations. 


atmospherics /ætməs'ferıks/ plural noun 1 
electrical disturbance in atmosphere. 2 interfer- 
ence with telecommunications caused by this. 


atoll /'ætol/ noun ring-shaped coral reef enclos- 
ing lagoon. 

atom /'ztam/ noun 1 smallest particle of chem- 
ical element that can take part in chemical reac- 
tion. 2 this as source of nuclear energy. 3 minute 
portion or thing. o atom bomb bomb in which 
energy is released by nuclear fission. 

m 3 bit, crumb, grain, iota, jot, molecule, morsel, 

particle, scrap, speck, colloquial spot, trace. 


atomic /a'tomik/ adjective 1 of atoms. 2 of or 
using atomic energy or atom bombs. o atomic 
bomb atom bomb. atomic energy nuclear 
energy. atomic number number of protons in 
nucleus of atom. atomic weight ratio of mass 
of one atom of element to 1/12 mass of atom of 
carbon-12. 


atomize /‘ztemaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) reduce to atoms or fine spray. 


atomizer noun (also -iser) aerosol. 


atonal /er'taun(s)l/ adjective Music not written 
in any key. oa atonality /-'nzl-/ noun. 


atone /a'taun/ verb (-ning) (usually + for) make 
amends. o atonement noun. 

m do penance, make amends, make reparation, 

pay the penalty, pay the price, redeem oneself; 

(atone for) answer for, compensate for, expiate, 

make up for, recompense for, redeem, redress. 


atrium /'ertrrom/ noun (plural-s or atria) either 
of upper cavities of heart. 


atrocious /a'traufas/ adjective 1 wicked, brutal. 
2 colloquial very bad or unpleasant. o atro- 
ciously adverb. 
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1 barbaric, bloodthirsty, brutal, brutish, Callous, 
cruel, diabolical, evil, execrable, fiendish, grim, 
gruesome, hateful, heartless, heinous, hideous, 
horrendous, horrible, horrific, horrifying, è 
inhuman, merciless, monstrous, sadistic, savage, 
terrible, vicious, vile, villainous, wicked. 2 h 
colloquial abominable, abysmal, colloquial 
appalling, colloquial awful, bad, diabolical, 
dreadful, colloquial frightful, horrendous, 
colloquial horrible, nauseating, revolting, 
colloquial shocking, sickening, colloquial terrible, 
woeful. 


atrocity /o'trosttt/ noun (plural -ies) wicked or 
cruel act. 


| m crime, cruelty, enormity, evil, offence, outrage. 


atrophy /'ztrefi/ noun wasting away, esp, 
through disuse. overb (-ies, -ied) 1 suffer 
atrophy. 2 cause atrophy in. 


atropine /'ætrəpi:n/ noun poisonousalkaloidin - 
deadly nightshade. 

attach /ə'tætf/ verb 1 fasten, affix, join. 2 (in 
passive; + to) be very fond of. 3 (+ to) attribute or 
be attributable to. r 

@ 1 add, affix, anchor, append, bind, combine, 

connect, couple, fasten, fix, join, link, secure, 

stick, tie, unite, weld. 2 (be attached to) adore, be 

close to, be fond of, be in love with, dote on, love; 

(attached) see LOVING adjective. 3 (attach to) 

ascribe to, assign to, associate with, attribute to, 

impute to, place on, relate to. 


attaché /ə'tæfer/ noun specialist member of 
ambassador's staff. o attaché case small rect- 
‘angular document case. 


attachment noun 1 thing attached, esp. for 
particular purpose. 2 affection, devotion. 3 
attaching, being attached. 


attack /ə'tæk/ verb 1 try to hurt or deflect using 
force. 2 criticize adversely. 3 act harmfully on. 
4 Sport try to score against. 5 vigorously apply 
oneself to. @ noun 1 act of attacking. 2 criticism. 
3 sudden onset of illness. o attacker noun. 
m verb 1 ambush, assail, assault, beat up, 
bombard, charge, counter-attack, descend on, 
slang do over, engage, fight, fly at, invade, jump on, 
lash out at, colloquial lay into, mob, mug, 
colloquial pitch into, pounce on, raid, round on, 
rush, colloquial set about, set on, storm, strike at, 
colloquial wade into. 2 abuse, censure, criticize, 
denounce, impugn, inveigh against, colloquial lay 
into, libel, malign, round on, slander, snipe at, 
traduce, vilify. 5 see BEGIN 1. @ noun 1 aggression, 
ambush, assault, Law battery, colloquial blitz, 
bombardment, broadside, cannonade, charge, 
counter-attack, foray, incursion, invasion, 
offensive, onset, onslaught, pre-emptive strike, 
raid, rush, sortie, storm, strike. 2 abuse, censure, 
criticism, diatribe, invective, outburst, tirade. 3 
bout, convulsion, fit, outbreak, paroxysm, seizure, 
spasm, stroke, colloquial turn. o attacker 
aggressor, assailant, belligerent, critic, detractor, 
enemy, intruder, invader, mugger; opponent, 
persecutor, raider, slanderer. 


attain /a'tem/ verb 1 gain, accomplish. 2 (often 
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+ to) reach, arrive at (goal etc.). o attainable 
adjective. 

a 1 accomplish, achieve, acquire, complete, earn, 
fulfil, gain, get, grasp, make, obtain, procure, pull 
off, realize, secure, win. 2 arrive at, come to, get to, 
colloquial make, reach, touch. ` 


attainment noun 1 attaining. 2 (often in 
plural) skill, achievement. 


attar /'æta:/ moun perfume made from rose- 
petals. 


attempt /o'tempt/ verb 1 try. 2 try toaccomplish 
or conquer. © noun (often + at, on) attempting; 
endeavour. 
a verb 1 aim, aspire, do one's best, endeavour, 
exert oneself, make a bid, make an effort, seek, 
spare no effort, strive, try, undertake, venture. 2 
formal essay, colloquial have a crack at, have ago 
at, make an assault on, tackle, undertake. © noun 
bid, effort, endeavour, go, start, try. 


attend /o'tend/ verb 1 be present at. 2 go regu- 
larly to. 3 accompany. 4 wait on. 5 (often + to) 
apply mind or oneself. 6 (+ to) deal with; take 
care of. o attender noun. 

1, 2 appear at, be present at, frequent, go to, 

present oneself at, put in an appearance at, visit. 

3 accompany, chaperon, conduct, escort, guard, 

usher. 4 mind, wait on. 5 concentrate, follow, hear, 

heed, listen, mark, mind, note, notice, observe, pay 

attention, think, watch. 6 (attend to) assist, care 

for, help, look after, mind, minister to, nurse, see to, 

take care of, tend. 


attendance noun 1 attending. 2 number of 
people present. 


attendant noun person attending, esp. to 
provide service. © adjective 1 accompanying. 2 
(often + on) waiting. > 


l u noun assistant, escort, helper, servant, usher. 


attention /ə'tenf(ə)n/ noun 1 act or faculty of 
applying one’s mind. 2 notice. 3 consideration, 
care. 4 Military erect attitude of readiness. 5 (in 
plural) acts of politeness; courtesies. 

u 1 alertness, attentiveness, awareness, 

concentration, diligence, vigilance. 2 awareness, 

heed, notice, recognition. 3 care, concern, 

Consideration, heed, regard, thought. 5 

(attentions) civilities, courtesies, gallantry, good 

manners, kindnesses, politeness, 

thoughtfulness. 


attentive Je'tentrv/ adjective 1 (often + to) 
paying attention. 2 polite. o attentively adverb. 
attentiveness noun. 


8 1 alert, awake, concentrating, heedful, intent, 
observant, watchful. 2 see POLITE 1. : 


attenuate /a'tenjuert/ verb (-ting) 1 make thin. 
2 reduce in force or value. o attenuated adjec- 
tive. attenuation noun. 


attest /ə'test/ verb 1 certify validity of. 2 (+ to) 
ear witness to. o attestation /æt-/ noun. 


attic l'ætik/ noun room or space immediately 
Under roof of house. 


attainment | attribute 


attire /ə'tarə/ no 
elites | noun clothes, esp. formal. © verb 


m noun accoutrements, formal apparel, array, 
clothes, clothing, costume, dress, finery, garb, 
garments, colloquial gear, outfit, archaic raiment, 
Wear, archaic weeds. @ verb see DRESS verb 1. 


attired adjective dressed, esp: formally. 
attitude /‘ztitju:d/ noun 1 opinion; way of 
thinking. 2 (often + to) behaviour reflecting this. 
3 bodily posture. 
m 1,2 approach, belief, demeanour, disposition, 
feeling, frame of mind, manner, literary mien, 
mood, opinion, orientation, outlook, position, 
posture, stance, standpoint, thought, view, 
viewpoint. 3 air, aspect, bearing, Carriage, pose, 
posture, stance. 


attitudinize /etrtju:dmaw/ verb (also -ise) 
(-zing or -sing) adopt attitudes. 

attorney /ə'ts:nı/ noun (plural-s)1 person, esp. 
lawyer, appointed to act for another in business 
or legal matters. 2 US qualified lawyer. 
u Attorney-General chief legal officer of govern- 
ment. 

attract /ə'trækt/ verb 1 (of magnet etc.) exert 
pull on, 2 draw to itself or oneself; invite. 3 
arouse interest or admiration in. 

u 1 drag, draw, pull, tug at. 2 ask for, cause, court, 

encourage, generate, incite, induce, invite, 

provoke, seek out, stir up. 3 allure, appeal to, 

beguile, bewitch, bring in, captivate, charm, 

decoy, enchant, entice, fascinate, interest, 

inveigle, lure, magnetize, seduce, tempt, 

colloquial turn on. 


attraction /a'treks(e)n/ noun 1 attracting, 
being attracted. 2 attractive quality. 3 person or 
thing that attracts. 

attractive /o'trektiv/ adjective 1 attracting esp. 
interest or admiration. 2 pleasing. o attractively 


adverb. attractiveness adjective. 


n colloquial adorable, alluring, appealing, 
appetizing, beautiful, becoming, bewitching, 
captivating, catchy (tune), charming, esp. US 
colloquial cute, delightful, desirable, disarming, 
enchanting, endearing, engaging, enticing, 
enviable, fascinating, fetching, flattering, 
glamorous, good-looking, colloquial gorgeous, 
handsome, hypnotic, interesting, inviting, 
irresistible, lovable, colloquial lovely, magnetic, 
personable, pleasing, prepossessing, pretty, 
quaint, seductive, sought after, colloquial 
stunning, taking, tasteful, tempting, winning, 
winsome. 


attribute verb /s'tribju:t/ (-ting) varan o) 
regard as belonging to or as written, said, 

caused by, etc. @noun /‘etribju:t/ 1 quality 
ascribed to person or thing; characteristic 
quality. 2 object frequently associated with 


n, Office, or status. attributable 
Tattribjoteb(e)l/ adjective. attribution 
fetrr'bju:J(e)n/ noun. 


u verb accredit, ascribe, assign, charge, credit, 
Impute, put down, refer, trace back. enoun 1 
characteristic, feature, property, quality, trait. 


attributive | austere 


attributive /e'tribjutrv/ adjective 1 expressing 
an attribute. 2 (of adjective or noun) preceding 
word it describes. 

attrition /a'trif(@)n/ noun 1 gradual wearing 
down. 2 friction, abrasion. 

attune /a'tju:n/ verb (-ning) 1 (usually + to) 
adjust. 2 Music tune. 

atypical /er'tmpik(a)l/ adjective not typical. 
o atypically adverb. 

aubergine /‘suba3i:n/ noun (plant with) oval 
usually purple fruit used as vegetable. 


aubrietia /v:'bri:fə/ noun (also aubretia) dwarf 
perennial rock plant. 

auburn /'3:bən/ adjective (usually of hair) 
reddish-brown. 

auction /‘s:kJ(e)n/ noun sale in which each 
article is sold to highest bidder. @ verb sell by 
auction. 


auctioneer /9:kfe'nia/ moun person who con- 
ducts auctions. 


audacious /o:'derfas/ adjective 1 daring, bold. 
2 impudent. o audacity /-'dæs-/ noun. 
m 1 adventurous, bold, cool, courageous, daring, 
fearless, foolhardy, intrepid, rash, reckless, 
venturesome. 2 see IMPUDENT. 0 audacity 
boldness, cheek, courage, effrontery, 
forwardness, colloquial guts, impertinence, 
impudence, colloquial nerve, presumptuousness, 
rashness, colloquial sauce, temerity. 


audible /'s:dib(e)l/ adjective that can be heard. 
o audibility noun. audibly adverb. 


m clear, detectable, distinct, high, loud, noisy, 
recognizable. 


audience /'o:drens/ noun 1 group of listeners 
or spectators. 2 group of people reached by any 
spoken or written message. 3 formal interview. 
m 1 assembly, congregation, crowd, gathering, 
house, listeners, onlookers, spectators, turnout, 
viewers. 3 interview, meeting. 


audio /'o:drau/ noun (reproduction of) sound. 
o audiotape magnetic tape for recording sound. 
audio typist person who types from tape record- 
ing. audio-visual using both sight and sound. 


audit /'‘o:dit/ noun official scrutiny of accounts. 
© verb (-t-) conduct audit of. o auditor noun. 


audition /o:'d1J(e)n/ noun test of performer’s 
ability. @ verb assess or be assessed at audition. 


auditorium /2:dr'to:r1am/ noun (plural -s) part 
of theatre etc. for audience. 


| m assembly room, concert hall, hall, theatre. 


auditory /‘o:diter1/ adjective of hearing. 
au fait /au ‘fet/ adjective (usually + with) conver- 
sant. 


Aug. abbreviation August. 


auger /'0:g2/ noun tool with screw point for 
boring holes in wood. 


aught /9:t/ noun archaic anything. 
augment /o:g'ment/ verb make greater, in- 


crease. O augmentation noun. 
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m add to, amplify, boost, eke out, enlarge, expand 
extend, fill out, grow, increase, intensify, magnify, 
multiply, raise, reinforce, strengthen, supplement 
swell. ` 


augur /'9:gə/ verb portend; serve as omen. 


m bode, forebode, foreshadow, forewarn, herald, 
| portend, predict, promise, prophesy, signal. 


augury /'o:gjurt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 omen, 2 
interpretation of omens. 


m 41 forewarning, omen, portent, sign, warning, 2 
see PROPHECY 2. 


August /'3:gəst/ noun eighth month of year, 

august /9:'gast/ adjective venerable, imposing. 

auk /9:k/ noun black and white seabird with 
small wings. 

aunt /a:nt/ oun 1 parent’s sister. 2 uncle’s wife, 
o Aunt Sally 1 game in which sticks or balls are 
thrown at dummy. 2 target of general abuse. 

aunty /‘a:ntt/ noun (also auntie) (plural -ies) col- 
loquial aunt. 

au pair /əu'peə/ noun young foreign woman who 
helps with housework in return for room and 
board. 

aura /'o:ra/ noun 1 distinctive atmosphere. 2 
subtle emanation. 

aural /'o:r(e)l/ adjective of ear or hearing. 
o aurally adverb. 

aureate /‘o:rrat/ adjective 1 golden. 2 brilliant. 
3 (of language) elaborate. 

aureole /‘o:r1aul/ noun (also aureola /9:'ri:ala/) 
halo. 

au revoir Javu ra'vwa:/ interjection & noun 
goodbye (until we meet again). [French] 

auricle /‘o:r1k(e)1/ noun 1 external ear ofanimal. 
2 atrium of heart. 

auriferous /9:'riferas/ adjective yielding gold. 

aurora /9:'ro:ra/ noun (plural -s or -rae /-ri:/) 
streamers of light above northern (aurora bor- 
ealis /borretlis/) or southern (aurora australis 
/o:'stretlts/) polar region. 

auscultation /v:skal'terf(ə)n/ noun listening to 
sound of heart etc. to help diagnosis. 

auspice /'o:spis/ noun 1 omen. 2 (in plural) pat- 
ronage. 

auspicious /o:'spifes/ adjective promising, 
favourable. 


m favourable, hopeful, lucky, positive, promising, 
propitious. 


Aussie /‘vz1/ noun & adjective slang Australian. 
austere /n'stie, 9:'stte/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 
severely simple. 2 lacking comfort. 3 stern. 4 
morally strict. o austerity /-'ter-/ noun. 
m 1 modest, plain, simple, unadorned, unfussy. 2 
economical, frugal, hard, harsh, parsimonious, 
rigorous, Spartan, thrifty, unpampered. 3 cold, 
exacting, forbidding, formal, grave, harsh, 
serious, severe, stern, strict. 4 abstemious, 
ascetic, chaste, puritanical, restrained, 
self-denying, self-disciplined, sober, strait-laced, 
strict. 
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austral /‘o:str(e)l/ adjective southern. 


Australasian /vstrə'lerz(ə)n/ adjective of Aus- 
tralia and SW Pacific islands. 


Australian /o'stretlian/ adjective of Australia. 
e noun native or national of Australia. , 


autarchy /'9:ta:k1/ noun absolute rule. 
autarky /'o:ta:k1/ noun self-sufficiency. 


authentic /2:'ðentık/ adjective 1 of undisputed 
origin; genuine. 2 reliable. o authentically 
adverb. authenticity /-'tis-/ noun. 

a accurate, actual, authoritative, bona fide, 

certain, dependable, factual, genuine, honest, 

legitimate, original, real, reliable, true, trustworthy, 

undisputed, valid. 


authenticate /9:‘dentrkert/ verb (-ting) estab- 
lish as true, genuine, or valid. o authentication 
noun. 


u certify, confirm, corroborate, endorse, 

| substantiate, validate, verify. 
author /'0:6a/ moun (feminine authoress 

['a:9rıs/) 1 writer of book etc. 2 originator. 

o authorship noun. : 
u 1 composer, dramatist, novelist, playwright, 
poet, scriptwriter, writer. 2 architect, literary 
begetter, creator, designer, father, founder, 
initiator, inventor, maker, organizer, originator, 
parent, planner, prime mover, producer. 


authoritarian /o:8vrr'tesrien/ adjective 
favouring strict obedience to authority. © noun 
authoritarian person. o authoritarianism noun. 
m adjective autocratic, colloquial bossy, despotic, 
dictatorial, dogmatic, domineering, strict, 
tyrannical. 


authoritative /v:'0vrıtətıv/ adjective reliable, 
esp. having authority. 

m approved, authentic, certified, definitive, 

dependable, official, recognized, sanctioned, 

scholarly. : 


authority /9:'6orit1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 power 
or right to enforce obedience. 2 delegated power; 
permission. 3 (esp. in plural) body having this. 
4 influence based on recognized knowledge or 
expertise. 5 expert. 
m 1 charge, command, control, domination, force, 
influence, jurisdiction, might, power, prerogative, 
right, sovereignty, supremacy, sway, weight. 2 
approval, authorization, consent, licence, 
mandate, permission, permit, sanction, warrant. 3 
(authorities) administration, government, 
management, officialdom. 4 influence, power, 
sway, weight. 5 colloquial boffin, colloquial buff, 
connoisseur, expert, scholar, specialist. 


authorize /‘s:daraiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 (+ to do) give authority to (person). 
2 sanction officially. o Authorized Version 
English franslation (1611) of Bible. o authoriza- 
tion noun. authorized adjective. 
u 1 allow, commission, empower, entitle, license, 
mandate, permit. 2 accede to, agree to, allow, 
approve, back, commission, consent to, endorse, 
legalize, license, make official, colloquial OK, 


austral | auxiliary 


pass, permit, ratify, rubber-stamp, sanction, 
Validate. authorized see OFFICIAL adjective 3. 


autism /'9:t1z(e)m/ noun condition characte 
ized by self-absorption and withdrawal. o A 
istic /-ts-/ adjective. = 

auto- combining form self. 2 one’s own. 3 of or 
by oneself or itself. 

autobahn |'s:tavba:n/ noun German, Austrian, 
or Swiss motorway. [German] 


autobiography /9:taubar'ngraft/ noun (plural 
sles) story of one’s own life. a autobiographer 
noun, autobiographical /-a'gref-/ adjective. 

autocracy /9:'tokrasi/ noun (plural -ies) abso- 
lute rule by one person. 


autocrat /‘s:takret/ noun absolute ruler. 
o autocratic /-'kret-/ adjective. autocratically 
|-kreet-/ adverb. 


autocross /‘s:taukros/ moun motor racing 
across country or on unmade roads. 

autograph /‘o:tagra:f/ noun signature, esp. of 
celebrity. @ verb write on or sign in one’s own 
handwriting. 


automate /'o:tameit/ verb (-ting) convert to or 
operate by automation. 


automatic /::ta'mztik/ adjective 1 working by 
itself, without direct human involvement.2 done 
spontaneously. 3 following inevitably. 4 (of 
firearm) that can be loaded and fired continu- 
ously. 5 (of vehicle or its transmission) using 
gears that change automatically. © noun auto- 
matic firearm, vehicle, etc. o automatically 
adverb. 
m adjective 1 automated, computerized, 
electronic, mechanical, programmable, 
programmed, robotic, self-regulating, unmanned. 
2 conditioned, habitual, impulsive, instinctive, 
involuntary, natural, reflex, spontaneous, 
unconscious, unintentional, unthinking. 


automation noun use of automatic equipment 
in place of manual labour. 

automaton /9:'tomat(s)n/ noun (plural -mata 
or -s) machine controlled automatically. 

automobile /‘s:tamabi:l/ noun US motor car. 

automotive /o:ta'moeutrv/ adjective of motor 
vehicles. 

autonomous /o:'tonames/ adjective 1 self- 
governing. 2 free to act independently. 


o autonomy noun. s 
m free, independent, self-determining, self- 


governing, sovereign. 


autopsy [‘o:topsi/ noun (plural -ies) post- 
mortem. 
auto-suggestion Jo:teuse'dgest(e)n/ noun 
hypnotic or subconscious suggestion made to 
oneself. a 
tumn /'2:təm/ noun season tween summer 
a he u autumnal /3:'tamn(ə)l/ adjective. 
auxiliary /9:9'zijert/ adjective 1 giving help. 2 
IRon subsidiary. @noun (plural -ies) 1 
auxiliary person or thing. 2 (in plural) foreign 


avail | avoid 


or allied troops in service of nation at war. 3 
auxiliary verb. o auxiliary verb one used with 
another verb to form tenses etc. (see panel). 

m adjective 4 ancillary, assisting, helping, 
supporting, supportive. 2 additional, ancillary, 
backup, emergency, extra, reserve, secondary, 
Spare, subordinate, subsidiary, substitute, 
supplementary. 


avail /ə've1l/ verb 1 (often + fo) be of use; help. 
2 (avail oneself of) use, profit by. © noun use, 
profit. 


available adjective 1 at one’s disposal. 2 (of 
person) free, able to be contacted. 3 sexually 
unattached. o availability noun. 
u 1 accessible, at hand, convenient, disposable, 
free, handy, obtainable, procurable, ready, to 
hand, uncommitted, unused, usable. 2 accessible, 
contactable, free, on hand, uncommitted, 
unengaged. 


avalanche /'ævəla:ntf/ moun 1 mass of snow 
and ice rapidly sliding down mountain. 2 sudden 
abundance. 


avant-garde /æva -'ga:d/ noun innovators, 
esp. in the arts. © adjective new, pioneering. 


avarice /‘evaris/ noun greed for wealth. 
o avaricious /-'r1J-/ adjective. 

m o avaricious acquisitive, covetous, grasping, 

greedy, mercenary, miserly. 


avatar /'ævəta:/ noun Hindu Mythology descent 
of god to earth in bodily form. 


avenge /a'vends/ verb (-ging) 1 inflict retribu- 
tion on behalf of. 2 exact retribution for. 


m exact punishment for, colloquial get one’s own 
back for, repay, requite, take revenge for. 


avenue /‘zvanju:/ noun 1 road or path, usually 
tree-lined. 2 way of approach. 


aver /ə'v3:/ verb (-rr-) formal assert, affirm. 


average /‘zvarid3/ noun 1 usual amount, 
extent, or rate. 2 number obtained by dividing 
sum of given numbers by how many there are. 
© adjective 1 usual, ordinary. 2 mediocre. 3 con- 
stituting average. © verb (-ging) 1 amount on 


46 


average to. 2 do on average. 3 estimate ave 

of. o average out (at) result in average (f). on 
average as an average rate etc. 

m noun 1 norm, standard. 2 mean. © adjective 4 
common, everyday, normal, ordinary, regular, 
typical, usual. 2 commonplace, mediocre, 
medium, middling, moderate, run-of-the-mill, 
unexceptional. 3 mean. 


averse /ə'v3:s/ adjective (usually + to) opposed 
disinclined. 3 

m antipathetic, disinclined, hostile, opposed, 

reluctant, resistant, unwilling. 


aversion /e'v3:{(@)n/ noun 1 (usually + to, for) 
dislike, unwillingness. 2 object of this. 

a 1 antagonism, antipathy, dislike, distaste, 

hatred, hostility, reluctance, repugnance, 

unwillingness. 2 dislike, hate. 


avert /ə'v3:t/ verb 1 prevent. 2 (often + from) turn 
away. 
m 1 fend off, parry, prevent, stave off, ward off. 2 
change the course of, deflect, turn aside, turn 
away. 


aviary /‘erviert/ noun (plural -ies) large cage or 
building for keeping birds. 


aviation /ervrers(a)n/ noun the flying of air- 
craft. 


aviator /‘ervieita/ noun person who flies air- 
craft. 


avid /'zvid/ adjective eager, greedy. o avidity 
/“vid-/ noun. avidly adverb. 


avocado /eve'ka:deu/ noun (plural -s) (in full 
avocado pear) dark green pear-shaped fruit 
with creamy flesh. 


avocation /eva'kerf(a)n/ noun 1 secondary 
activity done in addition to a person’s main 
work. 2 colloquial person’s occupation or calling. 


avocet /‘zvaset/ noun wading bird with long 
upturned bill. 


avoid /a'void/ verb 1 keep away or refrain from. 2 
escape; evade. o avoidable adjective. avoidance 
noun. 


Auxiliary verb 


An auxiliary verb is used in front of another verb to alter its meaning. Mainly, it expresses: 
1 when something happens, by forming a tense of the main verb, e.g. Ishall go. He was going. 
2 permission, necessity, or possibility to do something, e.g. They may go. You must go. I can’t g0. 


Imight go. She would go if she could. 


3 the likelihood of something happening, e.g. I might go. She would go if she could. 


The principal auxiliary verbs are: 
be have must will 
can let ought would 
could may Shall 
do might should 


. 
ceaceececcccocecoccoccseccccccocoocecocececcecocoscococcocoocococsccooceccooacoo ceeste? 


41 


a abstain from, be absent from, bypass, 
circumvent, dodge, elude, escape, formal 
eschew, evade, find a way round, get out of the 
way of, get round, give a wide berth to, help (can’t 
help it), ignore, keep away from, keep clear of, 
refrain from, run away from, shirk, shun, sidestep, 
skirt round, slang skive off, steer clear of. 


avoirdupois /ævədə'pəız/ noun system of 
weights based on pound of 16 ounces. 


avow /o'vau/ verb formal declare, confess. 
o avowal noun. avowedly /a'vauidli/ adverb. 


avuncular /a'vankjula/ adjective of or like an 
uncle. 


await /ə'wert/ verb 1 wait for. 2 be in store for. 


a 1 be ready for, expect, hope for, lie in wait for, 
look out for, wait for. 


awake /ə'werk/ verb (-king; past awoke; past 
participle awoken) 1 rouse from sleep. 2 cease to 
sleep. 3 (often + to) make or become alert, aware, 
or active. © adjective 1 not asleep. 2 alert. 

u verb 1 arouse, call, revive, rouse, wake, waken. 

2 awaken, wake, waken. 3 alert, animate, arouse, 

excite, kindle, revive, rouse, stimulate, stir up. 

© adjective 1 aware, conscious, insomniac, 

restless, sleepless, wakeful, wide awake. 2 see 

ALERT adjective. 


awaken /o'weiken/ verb 1 = AWAKE verb. 2 (often 
+ to) make aware. 


award /ə'wə:d/ verb give or order to be given as 
payment, penalty, or prize. @noun 1 thing 
awarded. 2 judicial decision. 

m verb accord, allot, assign, bestow on, confer on, 

decorate with, endow with, give, grant, present. 

© noun 1 badge, cap, cup, decoration, 

endowment, grant, medal, prize, reward, 

scholarship, trophy. 


aware /ə'weə/ adjective (often + of, that) con- 
scious, having knowledge. 0 awareness moun. 
m informed, knowledgeable, observant, 
responsive, sensitive; (aware of ) acquainted 
with, alive to, appreciative of, awake to, formal 
cognizant of, conscious of, conversant with, 
familiar with, heedful of, mindful of, sensible of, 
versed in. 


awash /a'woS/ adjective 1 at surface of and just 
covered by water. 2 (+ with) abounding in. 


away adverb 1 to or at distance. 2 into 
non-existence. 3 constantly, persistently. 
© adjective (of match etc.) played on opponent’s 
ground. 


awe /9:/ noun reverential fear or wonder. © verb 
(awing) inspire with awe. o awe-inspiring 
awesome, magnificent. 
a noun admiration, amazement, apprehension, 
dread, fear, respect, reverence, terror, veneration, 
wonder. o awe-inspiring awesome, poetical 
awtul, breathtaking, dramatic, fearsome, grand, 
imposing, impressive, magnificent, marvellous, 
overwhelming, solemn, colloquial stunning, 
stupendous, sublime, wonderful, poetical 
wondrous. 


z avoirdupois | axle 
aweigh /ə'wer/ adjective (of anchor) just lifted 
from sea bottom. i 
awesome adjective inspiring awe. O awe- 
Someness noun. _ 
awful /'o:fol/ adjective 1 colloquial very bad. 2 
colloquial very great. 3 poetical inspiring awe. 
o awfulness noun. 


| m 1 see BAD 1—2. 3 see AWE-INSPIRING (AWE). 


awfully adverb colloquial 1 badly. 2 very. 
awhile /ə'wa1l/ adverb for a short time. 


awkward /'o:kwad/ adjective 1 difficult to use 
or handle. 2 clumsy. 3 embarrassing. 4 embar- 
rassed. 5 hard to deal with. 
m 1 bulky, cumbersome, inconvenient, 
unmanageable, unwieldy. 2 blundering, bungling, 
clumsy, gauche, gawky, colloquial ham-fisted, 
inelegant, inept, inexpert, maladroit, 
uncoordinated, ungainly, ungraceful, unskilful, 
wooden. 3, 4 embarrassing, touchy, tricky, 
uncomfortable, uneasy. 5 (awkward problem) 
difficult, perplexing, thorny, ticklish, tricky, 
troublesome, trying, vexatious, vexing; (awkward 
customer) colloquial bloody-minded, slang 
bolshie, defiant, disobedient, disobliging, 
exasperating, intractable, obstinate, perverse, 
prickly, rebellious, recalcitrant, refractory, 
stubborn, touchy, uncooperative, unruly, 
wayward. 


awl /9:1/ noun small tool for pricking holes, esp. 
in leather. 


awning /'o:nņ/ noun fabric roof, shelter. 


m canopy, flysheet, screen, shade, shelter, 
tarpaulin. 


awoke past of AWAKE. 
awoken past participle of AWAKE. 


AWOL /‘e1wnl/ abbreviation colloquial absent 
without leave. 


awry /e'ral/ adverb 1 crookedly. 2 amiss. 
@ adjective 1 crooked. 2 unsound. 

axe /æks/ noun (US ax) 1 chopping-tool with 
heavy blade. 2 (the axe) dismissal (of 
employees). 3 (the axe) abandonment of project 
etc. @ verb (axing) 1 cut (staff, services, etc.). 2 
abandon (project). 

a noun 1 battleaxe, chopper, cleaver, hatchet, 

tomahawk. @ verb 1 cancel, cut, discharge, 

discontinue, dismiss, eliminate, get rid of, slang 

give the chop to, make redundant, rationalize, 

remove, colloquial sack, terminate, withdraw. 2 

abandon, cancel, discontinue, terminate. 


axial /'æks1əl/ adjective of, forming, or placed 
round axis. 

axiom /'‘zkstem/ noun 1 established principle. 
2 self-evident truth. o axiomatic /-'meet-/ adjec- 
tive. 

axis /'æksıs/ noun (plural axes /-si:z/) 1 imagin- 
ary line about which object rotates. 2 line divid- 
ing regular figure symmetrically. 3 reference 
line for measurement of coordinates etc. 

axle /'zks(s)l/ noun spindle on which wheel 
turns or is fixed. 


ayatollah | azure 48 


waodusnalt, spindle: azalea /ə'zeilta/ noun kind of rhododendron 


ayatollah /are'tole/ noun religious leader in azimuth /'æzmə0/ noun angular ` dj 
sd between point below star etc. and north ores 


aye /a1/ adverb archaic or dialect yes. enoun _zimuthal adjective. 
affirmative answer or vote. azure /'23a/ adjective & noun sky blue. 


eaeueceucuceccccccececueseucouctusseccccssseusseensaensausesens 
aeccccccroceccsccucccusussceussenseccecoucoussceusaeesanseceusanesceurccuunsuuersceaces, 


auauevencccuveccccccucovceuscecececceusccsacsescccecsccccsscccecccuccsesce 


B abbreviation black (pencil lead). 
b. abbreviation born. 
BA abbreviation Bachelor of Arts. 


baa /ba:/ noun & verb (baas, baaed or baa'd) 
bleat. 

babble /'bæb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 talk, chatter, or 
say incoherently or excessively. 2 (of stream) 
murmur. 3 repeat foolishly. © noun 1 babbling. 
2 murmur of water, voices, etc. 


babe noun baby. 


babel /'berb(ə)l/ noun confused noise, esp. of 
voices. 

baboon /bə'bu:n/ noun large kind of monkey. 

baby /'berbı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 very young 
child. 2 childish person. 3 youngest member of 
family etc. 4 very young animal. 5 small speci- 
men. oObaby boom colloquial temporary 
increase in birth rate. baby grand small grand 
piano. o babyhood noun. 


l 1 babe, child, infant, newborn, toddler. 


babyish /‘berbuS/ adjective 4 childish, simple. 
2 immature. o babyishly adverb. babyishness 
noun. 

m 1 childish, infantile, simple. 2 immature, infantile, 

often derogatory juvenile, puerile. 


babysit verb (-tt-; past & past participle -sat) 
look after child while parents are out. a baby- 
sitter noun. 

baccarat /'bækəra:/ noun gambling card game. 
Bacchanalia /beke'neilia/ plural noun 1 
Roman festival of Bacchus, god of wine. 2 
(bacchanalia) drunken revelry. o Bacchanal- 
ian adjective & noun. 

bachelor /'bætfələ/ noun 1 unmarried man. 2 
person with a university first degree. o bach- 
elorhood noun. 


bacillus /be'stlas/ noun (plural bacilli /-la1/) 
rod-shaped bacterium. o bacillary adjective. 


back noun 1 rear surface of human body from 
shoulders to hips; spine. 2 upper surface of 
animal’s body. 3 reverse or more distant part. 4 
part of garment covering back. 5 defensive 
player in football etc. @ adverb 1 to rear, away 
from front. 2 in(to) the past or an earlier or 
normal position or condition. 3 in return. 4 at 
a distance. @ verb 1 help with money or moral 
support. 2 (often + up) (cause to) go backwards. 
3 bet on. 4 provide with or serveas back, support, 
or backing to. 5 Music accompany. @ adjective 1 
Situated to rear. 2 past, not current. 3 reversed. 
Obackache ache in back. backbencher MP 
without senior office. backbiting malicious talk. 
back boiler one behind domestic fire etc. back- 
bone 1 spine. 2 main support. 3 firmness of char- 


acter. backchat colloquial verbal insolence. 
backcloth painted cloth at back of stage. back- 
date 1 make retrospectively valid. 2 put earlier 
date to. back door secret or ingenious means. 
back down withdraw from confrontation. back- 
drop backcloth. backfire 1 (of engine or vehicle) 
undergo premature explosion in cylinder or 
exhaust pipe. 2 (of plan etc.) have opposite of 
intended effect. backhand Tennis etc. (stroke) 
made with hand across body. backhanded indir- 
ect, ambiguous. backhander slang bribe. back- 
lash violent, usually hostile, reaction. backlog 
arrears (of work etc.). back number old issue of 
magazine etc. back out (often + of) withdraw. 
backpack rucksack. back-pedal reverse previ- 
ous action or opinion. back room place where 
(esp. secret) work goes on. back seat less prom- 
inent or important position. backside colloquial 
buttocks. backslide return to bad ways. back- 
stage behind the scenes. backstreet @ oun 
side-street, alley..@ adjective illicit, illegal. back- 
stroke stroke made by swimmer lying on back. 
back to front with back and front reversed. 
backtrack 1 retrace one’s steps. 2 reverse one’s 
policy or opinion. back up 1 give (esp. moral) 
support to. 2 Computing make backup of. backup 
4 support. 2 Computing (making of) spare copy 
of data. backwash 1 receding waves. 2 repercus- 
sions. backwater 1 peaceful, secluded, or dull 
place. 2 stagnant water fed from stream. back- 
woods remote uncleared forest land. turn one’s 
back on 1 abandon. 2 ignore. u backer noun. 

m noun. 1 rear, spine. 3 end, rear, reverse, stern, 
tail, tail-end, verso. @ verb 1 see SUPPORT Verb 4.2 
back away, back off, beat a retreat, go backwards, 
move back, recede, recoil, retire, retreat, reverse. 
@ adjective 1 dorsal, end, hind, hinder, hindmost, 
last, posterior, rear, rearmost. 0 back down see 
RETREAT verb 1. back out see WITHDRAW 5. 
backside see BUTTOCK. O backer advocate, 
benefactor, patron, promoter, sponsor, supporter. 


back-breaking adjective (esp. of manual 
work) extremely hard. 

backgammon /‘bekgzmen/ noun board game 
with pieces moved according to throw of dice. 

background /‘bekgraund/ noun 1 back part of 
scene etc. 2 inconspicuous position. 3 person’s 
education, social circumstances, etc. 4 explana- 
tory information; circumstances surrounding 
thing. 

m 1 setting, surroundings. 3 breeding, 

circumstances, education, experience, 

grounding, history, tradition, training, upbringing. 

4 circumstances, context, setting. 


backing noun 1 help orsupport. 2 material used 
for thing’s back or support. 3 musical accom- 
paniment. 


backward | bagpipes 


m 1 aid, approval, assistance, encouragement, 
endorsement, funding, grant, help, investment, 


loan, patronage, sponsorship, subsidy, support. 3 
| accompaniment, orchestration, scoring. 


backward adjective 1 directed backwards. 2 
reverting to inferior state. 3 slow in learning. 4 
shy. 

aH rearward, retreating, reverse. 2 regressive, 

retrograde, retrogressive. 3 disadvantaged, 

handicapped, immature, retarded, slow, 

subnormal, underdeveloped, undeveloped. 4 

afraid, bashful, coy, diffident, hesitant, inhibited, 

modest, reluctant, reserved, reticent, self-effacing, 
shy, timid, unassertive, unforthcoming. 


backwards adverb 1 away from one’s front. 2 
back foremost. 3 in reverse of usual way. 4 into 
worse state. 5 into past. 6 back towards starting 
point. o bend over backwards colloquial make 
every effort. 

bacon /'berkən/ noun cured meat from back and 
sides of pig. 

bacteriology /bektrarr'pled31/ noun study of 
bacteria. 


bacterium /bzk'tiariem/ noun (plural -ria) 
single-celled micro-organism. o bacterial adjec- 
tive. 
USAGE It is a mistake to use the plural form 
bacteria when only one bacterium is meant. 


bad adjective (worse, worst) 1 wicked, naughty; 
morally offensive. 2 unpleasant; unfortunate. 3 
serious, severe. 4 harmful. 5 decayed; foul. 6 
inadequate, defective. 7 incorrect; not valid. 8 ill; 
injured. 9 regretful; guilty. o bad debt debt that 
is not recoverable. bad-tempered. irritable. 
O badness noun. 
m 1 abhorrent, abominable, atrocious, colloquial 
awful, base, beastly, blameworthy, corrupt, 
criminal, cruel, dangerous, delinquent, deplorable, 
depraved, detestable, evil, guilty, immoral, 
infamous, malevolent, malicious, malignant, 
mean, mischievous, nasty, naughty, Offensive, 
regrettable, reprehensible, rotten, shameful, 
sinful, unworthy, vicious, vile, villainous, wicked, 
wrong. 2 colloquial appalling, atrocious, colloquial 
awful, deplorable, disagreeable, discouraging, 
colloquial dreadful, colloquial frightful, colloquial 
ghastly, harsh, colloquial horrible, inappropriate, 
inauspicious, irksome, colloquial lousy, 
regrettable, s/ang rotten, uncongenial, 
unfavourable, unfortunate, unhelpful, unpleasant, 
unpropitious. 3 critical, crucial, dire, grave, 
grievous, serious, severe. 4 adverse, dangerous, 
deleterious, destructive, detrimental, harmful, 
hostile, hurtful, injurious, prejudicial, unhealthy, 
unwholesome. 5 decayed, decomposing, foul, 
loathsome, mildewed, mouldy, nauseating, 
noxious, objectionable, obnoxious, odious, 
offensive, polluted, putrid, rancid, repellent, 
repulsive, revolting, rotten, sickening, smelly, 
sour, spoiled, tainted, vile. 6 abysmal, colloquial 
chronic, defective, deficient, diabolical, 
disgraceful, dreadful, egregious, execrable, faulty, 
feeble, slang grotty, hopeless, imperfect, 
inadequate, incompetent, ineffective, inefficient, 
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inferior, colloquial lousy, pitiful, poor, colloquial 
ropy, shoddy, sorry, substandard, unsatisfactory, 
unsound, colloquial useless, weak, worthless, 7 
incorrect, invalid, unusable, void, worthless. 8 see 
ILL adjective 1. 9 See REGRETFUL (REGRET), 

o bad-tempered acrimonious, angry, bilious, 
cantankerous, churlish, crabbed, cross, crotchety, 
disgruntled, disobliging, dyspeptic, fretful, gruff, 
grumbling, grumpy, hostile, hot-tempered, 
ill-humoured, ill-tempered, irascible, irritable, 
malevolent, malign, moody, morose, peevish, 
petulant, quarrelsome, querulous, rude, scowling, 
short-tempered, shrewish, colloquial snappy, 
colloquial stroppy, sulky, sullen, testy, truculent, 
unfriendly, unsympathetic. 


baddy /'bædr/ noun (also baddie) (plural -ies) 
colloquial villain or criminal, esp. in story, film 
etc. 

bade archaic past of Bp. 

badge noun small flat emblem worn as sign ‘of 
office, membership, etc. or bearing slogan etc. 

m crest, device, emblem, insignia, logo, mark, 

medal, sign, symbol, token. 


badger /‘beed3a/ noun nocturnal burrowing 
mammal with black and white striped head. 
© verb pester. 


badinage /'beedma:3/ noun banter. [French] 

badly adverb (worse, worst) 1-in bad manner. 2 
severely. 3 very much. o badly off poor. 

badminton /'bædmmnt(ə)n/ noun game played 
with rackets and shuttlecock. 


baffle /‘bzf(s)l/ verb 1 perplex. 2 frustrate. 
@ noun device that hinders flow of fluid or sound. 
o bafflement noun. baffling adjective. 

m verb 1 colloquial bamboozle, bemuse, bewilder, 

confound, confuse, floor, colloquial flummox, 

mystify, perplex, puzzle, stump. 2 defeat, foil, 

frustrate, thwart. o baffling see INEXPLICABLE, 


bag noun 1 soft open-topped receptacle. 2 
woman’s handbag. 3 piece of luggage. 4 (in 
plural; usually + of) colloquial large amount. 5 
animal’s sac. 6 amount of game shot by one 
person. © verb 1 colloquial secure, take posses- 
sion of. 2 bulge, hang loosely. 3 putin bag. 4shoot 
(game). 

m noun 1 carrier, carrier bag, sack, shopping bag. 

2 handbag, US purse, shoulder bag. 3 (bags) see 

LUGGAGE. @ verb 4 capture, catch, ensnare, snare. 


bagatelle /bzge'tel/ noun 1 game in which 
small balls are struck into holes on inclined 
board. 2 mere trifle. 


bagel /'be1g(ə)l/ noun ring-shaped bread roll. 

baggage /'bægıd3/ noun 1 luggage. 2 portable 
equipment of army. 

a 1 accoutrements, bags, belongings, gear, 

impedimenta, luggage, paraphernalia, things. 


baggy adjective (-ier, -iest) hanging loosely. 


bagpipes /'begpams/ plural noun musical 
instrument with windbag for pumping air 
through reeded pipes. 
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baguette /bz'get/ noun long thin French loaf, 


bail’ noun 1 security given for released | 


prisoner’s return for trial. 2 person(s) pledgi 
this. © verb (usually + out) give bail for ani 
secure release of (prisoner). 


bail? noun Cricket either of two crosspieces 
resting on stumps. 


bail’ verb (also bale) (usually + out) scoop (water) 
out of (boat etc.). o bail out = BALE OUT. 


bailey /'beili/ noun (plural -s) 1 outer wall of 
castle. 2 court enclosed by this. 


bailiff /‘berlif/ moun 1 sheriff's officer who 
executes writs, performs distraints, etc. 2 land- 
lord’s agent or steward. 


bailiwick /‘berliwik/ noun district of bailiff. 


bairn /bean/ noun Scottish & Northern English 
child. 


bait noun 1 food to entice prey. 2 allurement. 

overb 1 torment (chained animal). 2 harass 

(person). 3 put bait on or in (fish-hook, trap, etc.). 
a noun allurement, attraction, bribe, carrot, decoy, 
enticement, inducement, lure, temptation. © verb - 
1, 2 annoy, goad, harass, hound, jeer at, colloquial 
needle, persecute, pester, provoke, tantalize, 
tease, torment. 


baize /berz/ noun usually green felted woollen 
fabric used for coverings etc. 


bake verb (-king) 1 cook or become cooked by 
dry heat esp. in oven. 2 colloquial be very hot. 3 
harden by heat. a baking powder mixture used 
as raising agent. 


Bakelite /‘berkalatt/ noun proprietary term kind 
of plastic. 


baker /‘beiko/ noun professional bread-maker. 
o baker's dozen thirteen. 


bakery /'berkərı/ noun (plural-ies) place where 
bread is made or sold. 


baksheesh /‘bek/i:S/ noun gratuity, tip. 


Balaclava /bzle'kla:va/ noun (in full Bala- 
clava helmet) woollen covering for head and 
neck. 


balalaika = /belo'latke/ noun Russian 
triangular-bodied guitar-like musical instru- 
ment. 


balance /'bæləns/ noun 1 even distribution of 
weight or amount. 2 stability of body or mind. 3 
weighing apparatus. 4 counteracting weight or 
force. 5 regulating device in clock etc. 6 decisive 
weight or amount. 7 difference between credits 
and debits; remainder. @ verb (-cing) 1 bring or 
come into or keep in equilibrium. 2 offset, 
compare. 3 equal, neutralize. 4 (usually as bal- 
anced adjective) make well proportioned and 
harmonious. 5 equalize.debits and credits of 
account; have debits and credits equal. 
o balance of payments difference between pay- 
ments into and out of a country. balance of 
power 1 position in which no country etc. pre- 
dominates. 2 power held by small group when 
larger groups are of (almost) equal strength. 
balance of trade difference between exports and 


baguette | ballast 


imports. balance sheet statement giving 

balance of account. on balance all things con- 

sidered. 
m noun 1 correspondence, equality, equivalence, 
evenness, parity, symmetry. 2 equanimity, 
equilibrium, equipoise, poise, stability, steadiness. 
3 scales, weighing machine. 7 difference, excess, 
remainder, residue, rest, surplus. © verb 1 poise, 
stabilize, steady, support; (balanced) see STABLE 
adjective 1.2 compare, offset, colloquial weigh up. 
3 cancel out, compensate for, counteract, 
counterbalance, counterpoise, equalize, even up, 
level, match, neutralize, offset, parallel, stabilize, 
Steady; (balanced) see EVEN adjective 3, 
IMPARTIAL. 


balcony /'bælkənı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 outside 
balustraded or railed platform with access from 
upper floor. 2 upper tier of seats in theatre etc. 


bald /bo:1d/ adjective1lackingsome orall hairon 
scalp. 2 without fur, feathers, etc. 3 with surface 
worn away. 4 direct. o baldly adverb. baldness 
noun. 
u 1, 2 bald-headed, bare, hairless, smooth, thin on 
top. 4 direct, forthright, plain, simple, stark, 
straightforward, unadorned, uncompromising. 


balderdash /'bv:ldədæf/ noun nonsense. 

balding /‘bo:ldim/ adjective becoming bald... 

bale’ noun bundle of merchandise or hay. © verb 
(-ling) make up into bales. o bale out (also bail 
out) make emergency parachute jump from air: - 
craft. 


m noun bunch, bundle, pack, package, truss. 
a bale out eject, jump out, parachute down. 


bale? = sar’. 

baleful /‘berlful/- adjective 1 menacing. 2 
destructive, malignant. 

balk = BAULK. “ 


ball’ /bo:1/ noun 1 spherical object or mass. 2 
usually spherical object used in game. 3 rounded 
part of foot or hand at base of big toe or thumb. 4 
cannon ball. 5 delivery or pass of ball in game. 
o ball-bearing 1 bearing using ring of small balls 
between its two parts. 2 one such ball. balicock 
valve operated by floating ball that controls level 
of water in cistern. ball game US 1 baseball 
game. 2 colloquial affair or matter. ballpoint 
(pen) pen with tiny ball as writing point. 

l m 1 drop, globe, globule, orb, sphere, spheroid. 


ball? /bo:l/ noun 1 formal social gathering for 
dancing. 2 slang enjoyable time. 


l m 41 dance, colloquial disco, party, social. 


ballad /'bæləd/ noun 1 poem or song narrating 
popular story. 2 slow sentimental song. O bal- 
ladry noun. 


balladeer /beele'die/ moun singer or composer 
of ballads. 

ballast /'bæləst/ noun 1 heavy material stabiliz- 
ing ship, controlling height of balloon, etc. 2 
coarse stone etc. as bed ofroad or railway. @ verb 
provide with ballast. 


ballerina | bang 


ballerina /bælə'ri:nə/ noun female ballet — 


dancer. 

ballet /'bæler/ noun 1 dramatic or representa- 
tional style of dancing to music. 2 piece or per- 
formance of ballet. a ballet dancer dancer of 
ballet. o balletic /ba'letik/ adjective. 

ballistic /ba'listtk/ adjective of projectiles. 
o ballistic missile one that is powered and 
guided but falls by gravity. 

ballistics plural noun (usually treated -as 
singular) science of projectiles and firearms. 

balloon /ba'lu:n/ noun 1 small inflatable rubber 
toy or decoration. 2 large inflatable flying bag, 
esp. one with basket below for passengers. 3 
outline containing words or thoughts in strip 
cartoon. © verb (cause to) swell out like balloon. 
o balloonist noun. 


a noun 2 airship, dirigible, hot-air balloon. @ verb 
| see BILLOW Verb. 


ballot /'bælət/ noun 1 voting in writing and 
usually secret. 2 votes recorded in ballot. @ verb 
(-t-) 1 hold ballot. 2 vote by ballot. 3 take ballot of 
(voters). oOballot box container for ballot 
papers, slips for marking votes. 


| u noun 1 election, plebiscite, poll, referendum, 
vote. 


ballroom /‘bo:lrom/ noun large room for 
dancing. oballroom dancing formal social 
dancing for coyples. 

bally /‘bzli/ adjective & adverb archaic slang: 
mild form of BLOODY. 

ballyhoo /bælrhu:/ noun 1 loud noise, fuss. 2 
noisy publicity. 

balm /ba:m/ noun 1 aromatic ointment. 2 fra- 
grantoil orresin exuded from some trees. 3 thing 
that heals or soothes. 4 aromatic herb. 

balmy /'ba:m1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 fragrant, 
mild, soothing. 2 slang = BARMY. 

balsa /'bv:lsə/ noun lightweight tropical Amer- 
ican wood used for making models. 

balsam /'bo:lsam/ noun 1 balm from trees. 2 
ointment. 3 tree yielding balsam. 4 any of several 
flowering plants. 

baluster /‘belasta/ noun short pillar sup- 
porting rail. 

balustrade /bzle'streid/ noun railing sup- 
ported by balusters, esp. on balcony. 

bamboo /bem'bu:/ noun 1 tropical giant woody 
grass. 2 its hollow stem. 

bamboozle /bæm'bu:z(ə)l/ verb (ling) collo- 
quial 1 cheat. 2 mystify. 

ban verb (-nn-) prohibit, esp. formally. e noun 
formal prohibition. 

m verb banish, bar, debar, disallow, exclude, 

forbid, interdict, make illegal, ostracize, outlaw, 

prevent, prohibit, proscribe, restrict, stop, 

Suppress, veto. © noun boycott, embargo, 

interdiction, moratorium, prohibition, proscription, 

taboo, veto. 


banal /ba'na:l/ adjective commonplace, trite. 
o banality /-'næl-/ noun (plural -ies). 
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m boring, clichéd, cliché-ridden, commonplace 
colloquial corny, dull, hackneyed, humdrum, ` 
obvious, colloquial old hat, ordinary, overuseg 
pedestrian, platitudinous, predictable, t 
stereotyped, trite, unimaginative, uninteresting, 
unoriginal, vapid. 


banana /bə'na:nə/ noun 1 long curved yellow 
tropical fruit. 2 treelike plant bearing it. 

band noun 1 flat strip or loop of thin material. 2 
stripe. 3 group of musicians. 4 organized group 
of criminals etc. 5 range of values, esp. frequen- 
cies or wavelengths. © verb 1 (usually + together) 
unite. 2 put band on. 3 mark with Stripes, 
o bandbox hatbox. bandmaster conductor of 
band. bandsman player in band. bandstand 
outdoor platform for musicians. x 

m noun 1 belt, fillet, hoop, loop, ribbon, ring, strip, 

swath. 2 border, line, ring, strip, stripe. 3 ensemble, 

group, orchestra. 4 association, body, clique, club, 

company, crew, flock, gang, group, derogatory 

herd, usually derogatory horde, party, society, 

troop. 


bandage /'bændıdz/ noun strip of material for 
binding wound etc. © verb (-ging) bind with 
bandage. 


l a noun dressing. 


bandanna /bæn'dænə/ noun large patterned 
handkerchief. 

bandeau /'bændəv/ noun ( plural-x /-z/) narrow 
headband. 

bandit /‘beendit/ noun robber, esp. of travellers. 
o banditry noun. 

u brigand, buccaneer, desperado, gangster, 

gunman, historical highwayman, hijacker, 

marauder, outlaw, pirate, robber, thief. 


bandolier /bændə'lrə/ noun (also bandoleer) 
shoulder belt with loops or pockets for cart- 
ridges. 

bandwagon noun o climb, jump on the band- 
wagon join popular or successful cause. 
bandy’ /‘bendi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) (of legs) 
curved wide apart at knees. o bandy-legged 
adjective. 


l u bandy-legged, bowed, bow-legged. 


bandy’ /‘beendi/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 (often + about) 
pass (story etc.) to and fro; discuss disparagingly. 
2 (often + about) throw (ball etc.) to and fro. 3 
(often + with) exchange (blows, insults, etc.). 


@ 2 pass, throw, toss. 3 exchange, interchange, 
swap; (bandy words) see ARGUE 1. 


bane zoun cause of ruin or trouble. o baneful 
adjective. 

bang noun 1 loud short sound. 2 sharp blow. 
© verb 1 strike or shut noisily. 2 (cause to) make 
bang. @ adverb 1 with bang. 2 colloquial exactly. 
O bang on colloquial exactly right. 

m noun 1 blast, boom, clang, clank, clap, crash, 

explosion, pop, report, thud, thump. 2 blow, box: 

bump, cuff, hit, knock, punch, slam, smack, stroke. 

thump, colloquial wallop, colloquial whack. © ver: 

1 see HIT verb 1. 
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banger noun 1 firework making bang. 2 slang 
sausage. 3 slang noisy old car. 


-bangle /'bzn9(2)I/ noun rigid bracelet or anklet. 
banian = Banyan. 


banish ['bænıf/ verb 1 condemn to exile. 2 
dismiss from one’s mind. o banishment noun. 

m 1 deport, drive out, eject, evict, exclude, 

excommunicate, exile, expatriate, expel, 

ostracize, oust, outlaw, proscribe, rusticate, send 

away, ship away, transport. 2 cast out, dismiss, 

drive out, eliminate, expel, get rid of, remove. 


banister /‘benista/ noun (also bannister) 


(usually in plural) uprights and handrail beside 
staircase. 


banjo /bændzəu/ noun (plural -s or -es) 
round-bodied guitar-like musical instrument. 
o banjoist noun. 


bank' noun 1 sloping ground on each side of 
river. 2 raised shelf of ground, esp. in sea; slope. 
3 mass of cloud etc. © verb 1 (often + up) heap 
or rise into banks. 2 pack (fire) tightly for slow 
burning. 3 (cause to) travel round curve with one 
side higher than the other. 

m noun 1 brink, edge, margin, shore, side. 2 

camber, declivity, dyke, earthwork, embankment, 

gradient, incline, mound, ramp, rampart, ridge, 

rise, slope, tilt. © verb 3 cant, heel, incline, lean, 

list, pitch, slant, slope, tilt, tip. 


bank? noun 1 establishment, usually a public 
company, where money is deposited, withdrawn, 
and borrowed. 2 pool of money in gambling 
game. 3 storage place. © verb 1 deposit (money) 
at bank. 2 (often + at, with) keep money (at bank). 
o bank card cheque card. bank holiday public 
holiday when banks are closed. banknote piece 
of paper money. bank on colloquial rely on. 


l m verb deposit, save. 


bank? noun row (of lights, switches, organ keys, 
etc.). 


u array, collection, display, file, group, line, panel, 
rank, row, series. ; : 


banker noun 1 owner or manager of bank. 2 
keeper of bank in gambling game. o banker’s 
card cheque card. 


bankrupt /‘beenkrapt/ adjective 1 insolvent. 2 
(often + of) drained (of emotion etc.). © noun 
insolvent person. @verb make bankrupt. 
o bankruptcy noun (plural -ies). 

m adjective 1 colloquial broke, failed, colloquial 

gone bust, gone into liquidation, insolvent, ruined, 

wound up. 


banner /'bænə/ noun 1 large portable cloth sign 
bearing slogan or design. 2 flag. 


m colours, ensign, flag, pennant, pennon, 
standard, streamer. 


bannister = BANISTER. 
bannock /‘bznek/ noun Scottish & Northern 
English round flat loaf, usually unleavened. 


banns plural noun announcement of intended 
marriage read in church. 


banger | barathea 


banquet /‘beenkwit/ noun sumptuous esp. 
formal dinner. © verb (-t-) 1 give banquet for. 2 
attend banquet. 


m noun slang binge, slang blow-out, dinner, feast, 
meal, formal repast, colloquial spread. 


banquette /bzn‘ket/ noun upholstered bench 
along wall. 


banshee /bæn'fi:/ noun female spirit whose 
wail warns of death in a house. 

bantam /‘bentam/ noun kind of small domestic 
fowl. o bantamweight boxing weight (51-54 kg). 

banter /‘bente/ noun good-humoured teasing. 
© verb 1 tease. 2 exchange banter. 

@ noun badinage, chaffing, joking, persiflage, 

pleasantry, raillery, repartee, ribbing, ridicule, 

teasing. 


banyan /‘benjan/ noun (also banian) Indian fig 
tree with self-rooting branches. 

baobab /'bersubeeb/ noun African tree with 
massive trunk and edible fruit. 


bap noun soft flattish bread roll. 


baptism /‘bzptiz(2)m/ noun symbolic admis- 
sion to Christian Church, with immersing in or 
sprinkling with water and usually name-giving. 
o baptismal /-'tiz-/ adjective. 
Baptist /‘beptist/ noun member of Church prac- 
tising adult baptism by immersion. 
baptize /bæp'tarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 administer baptism to. 2 give name to. 
bar' noun 1 long piece of rigid material, esp. used 
to confine or obstruct. 2 (often + of ) oblong piece 
(of chocolate, soap, etc.). 3 band of colour or light. 
4counter for serving alcoholic drinks etc. 5 room 
or building containing it. 6 counter for particu- 
lar service. 7 barrier. 8 prisoner’s enclosure in 
law court. 9 section of music between vertical 
lines. 10 heating element of electric fire. 11 strip 
below clasp of medal as extra distinction. 12 (the 
Bar) barristers. 13 (the Bar) their profession. 
© verb (-rr-) 1 fasten with bar. 2 (usually + in, out) 
keep in or out. 3 obstruct, prevent. 4 (usually + 
from) exclude. © preposition except. 0 bar code 
machine-readable striped code on packaging etc. 
barmaid, barman, bartender woman, man, 
person serving in pub etc. 
m noun 1 beam, girder, pole, rail, railing, rod, shaft, 
stake, stick, strut. 2 block, cake, chunk, hunk, 
ingot, lump, nugget, piece, slab, wedge. 3 band, 
belt, line, streak, strip, stripe. 5 café, inn, lounge, 
colloquial pub, public house, US saloon, taproom, 
archaic or literary tavern, wine bar. 7 barricade, 
barrier, check, deterrent, hindrance, impediment, 
obstacle, obstruction. © verb 2 (bar in) see 
CONFINE Verb 1; (bar out) keep out, lock out, shut 
out. 3 arrest, block, check, deter, halt, hinder, 
impede, obstruct, prevent, stop, thwart. 4 ban, 
banish, debar, exclude, forbid, keep out, ostracize, 
outlaw, prohibit, proscribe. o barmaid, barman, 
bartenderattendant, server, steward, stewardess, 
waiter, waitress. 


bar? noun unit of atmospheric pressure. 
barathea /bærə'ði:ə/ noun fine wool cloth. 


barb | barque 


barb noun 1 backward-facing point on arrow, 
fish-hook, etc. 2 hurtful remark. © verb fit with 
barb. o barbed wire wire with spikes, used for 
fences. 


barbarian /ba:'beərıən/ noun uncultured or 
primitive person. © adjective uncultured, primi- 
tive. 

a noun boor, churl, heathen, hun, ignoramus, lout, 

pagan, philistine, savage, vandal, slang yob. 

© adjective see BARBARIC 1,3. 


barbaric /ba:'beertk/ adjective 1 uncultured. 2 
cruel. 3 primitive. 

a 1, 3 barbarian, barbarous, crude, primitive, 

rough, savage, uncivil, uncivilized, uncultivated, 

uncultured, wild. 2 see CRUEL. 


barbarism /'ba:bariz(a)m/ noun 1 barbaric 
state or act. 2 non-standard word or expression. 


barbarity /ba:'beritt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
savage cruelty. 2 barbaric act. 


barbarous /‘ba:baras/ adjective 1 uncultured. 2 
cruel. 


barbecue /‘ba:bikju:/ noun 1 meal cooked over 
charcoal etc. out of doors. 2 party for this. 3 grill 
etc. used for this. © verb (-cues, -cued, -cuing) 
cook on barbecue. 


barber /‘ba:ba/ noun person who cuts men’s 
hair. 

barbican /'ba:biken/ noun outer defence, esp. 
double tower over gate or bridge. 


barbiturate /ba:bitjorat/ moun sedative 
derived from barbituric acid /ba:br'tjuarik/, an 
organic acid. 


bard noun 1 poet. 2 historical Celtic minstrel. 3 
prizewinner at Eisteddfod. o bardic adjective. 


bare /beə/ adjective 1 unclothed, uncovered. 2 
leafless. 3 empty. 4 unadorned, plain. 5 scanty, 
just sufficient. @ verb (-ring) uncover, reveal. 
o bareback without saddle. bare bones essen- 
tial part. barefaced shameless, impudent. bare- 
foot with bare feet. bareheaded without hat. 
m adjective 1 denuded, exposed, naked, nude, 
shorn, stark naked, stripped, unclad, unclothed, 
uncovered, undressed. 2 defoliated, denuded, 
leafless, stripped. 3 barren, blank, bleak, desolate, 
empty, featureless, open, treeless, unfurnished, 
unoccupied, unwooded, vacant, windswept. 4 
austere, bald, clean, direct, explicit, hard, honest, 
literal, open, plain, simple, straightforward, 
unadorned, unconcealed, undecorated, 
undisguised, unembellished. 5 basic, essential, 
just adequate, just sufficient, minimal, minimum, 
scanty. © verb betray, bring to light, disclose, 
expose, lay bare, make known, publish, reveal, 
show, uncover, undress, unmask, unveil. 


barely adverb 1 scarcely. 2 scantily. 


bargain /'ba:gm/ noun 1 agreement on terms of 
sale etc. 2 cheap thing. @ verb discuss terms of 
sale etc. o bargain for be prepared for. into the 
bargain moreover. 
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u noun 1 agreement, arrangement, compact, 
contract, covenant, deal, negotiation, pact, 

pledge, promise, settlement, transaction, treaty, 
understanding. 2 colloquial give-away, colloquial ~ 
good buy, good deal, loss-leader, reduced item, 
slang snip, special offer. © verb argue, barter, do 

a deal, haggle, negotiate. O0 bargain for see 
EXPECT 1. 


barge /ba:d3/ noun 1 large flat-bottomed cargo 
boat on canal or river. 2 long ornamental pleas- 
ure boat. © verb (-ging) 1 (+ in) intrude or inter- 
rupt. 2 (+ into) collide with. 

bargee /ba:'d3i:/ noun person in charge of 
barge. 

baritone /‘beriteon/ noun 1 adult male singing 
voice between tenor and bass. 2 singer with this, 

barium /'beərrəm/ noun white metallic element, 
Obarium meal mixture swallowed to reveal 
digestive tract on X-ray. 

bark’ noun sharp explosive cry of dog etc. © verb 
1 give a bark. 2 speak or utter sharply or 
brusquely. 


l m verb 1 growl, yap. 


bark? noun tough outer layer of tree. @ verb 1 
graze (shin etc.). 2 strip bark from. 


l m verb 1 abrade, chafe, graze, rub, scrape, scratch. 


barker noun tout at auction or sideshow. 

barley /'ba:lı/ noun 1 cereal used as food and in 
spirits. 2 (also barleycorn) its grain. o barley 
sugar hard sweet made from sugar. barley water 
drink made from boiled barley. 

barm noun froth on fermenting malt liquor. 


bar mitzvah /ba: 'mitsva/ noun religious initi- 
ation of Jewish boy at13. 

barmy /'ba:mı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) slang crazy. 

barn noun building for storing grain etc. 0 barn 
dance social gathering for country dancing. 
barn owl kind of owl frequenting barns. 

barnacle /'ba:nok(e)l/ noun small shellfish 
clinging to rocks, ships’ bottoms, etc. o barnacle 
goose kind of Arctic goose. 

barney /'ba:nı/ noun (plural-s) colloquial noisy 
quarrel. 

barometer /be'romita/ noun instrument meas- 
uring atmospheric pressure. o barometric 
/beera'metrik/ adjective. 

baron /'bærən/ noun 1 member of lowest order 
of British or foreign nobility. 2 powerful busi- 
nessman etc. O baronial /ba'rauniel/ adjective. 

baroness /'bærənıs/ noun 1 woman holding 
rank of baron. 2 baron’s wife or widow. 

baronet /‘bzranit/ noun member of lowest 
British hereditary titled order. o baronetcy 
noun (plural -ies). 

barony /‘berent/ noun (plural -ies) baron 
rank or domain. `~ 

baroque /bə'rok/'adjective (esp. of 17th- & 18th¢ 
European architecture and music) ornate an 
extravagant in style. e noun baroque style. 

barque /ba:k/ noun kind of sailing ship. 
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barrack‘ /‘berak/noun (usually in plural, often 
treated as singular) 1 housing for soldiers. 2 
large bleak building. 


m 1 (barracks) billet, camp, garrison, quarters. 


barrack? /‘berek/ verb shout or jeer (at). 


barracuda /bærə'ku:də/ noun (plural same or 
-s) large voracious tropical sea fish. 


barrage /'bera:3/ noun 1 concentrated artillery 
bombardment. 2 rapid succession of questions 
etc. 3 artificial barrier in river etc. 


a 1 assault, attack, bombardment, cannonade, 
fusillade, gunfire, onslaught, salvo, storm, volley. 
3 see BARRIER 1. 


barrel /‘ber(e)l/ noun 1 cylindrical usually 
convex container. 2 contents or capacity of this. 
3 tube forming part of thing, esp. gun or pen. 
© verb (-ll-; US -I-) put in barrels. o barrel organ 
musical instrument with rotating pin-studded 
cylinder. 


a noun 1 butt, cask, drum, hogshead, keg, tank, 
tub, tun, water-butt. 


barren /‘beren/ adjective (-er, -est) 1 unable to 
bear young. 2 unable to produce fruit or vegeta- 
tion. 3 unprofitable. 4 dull. o barrenness noun. 
m 1 childless, fruitless, infertile, sterile, sterilized, 
unfruitful. 2 arid, bare, desert, desolate, dried-up, 
dry, empty, infertile, lifeless, non-productive, 
treeless, uncultivated, unproductive, untilled, 
waste. 3 non-productive, unproductive, 
unprofitable, useless. 


barricade /bærrkerd/ noun barrier, esp. impro- 
vised. © verb (-ding) block or defend with this. 


m noun see BARRIER 1. © verb bar, block off, 
defend, obstruct. 


barrier /'bærrə/ noun 1 fence etc. barring 
advance or access. 2 obstacle to communication 
etc. o barrier cream protective skin cream. 
barrier reef coral reef separated from land by 
channel. 
m 1 bar, barrage, barricade, blockade, boom, 
bulwark, dam, earthwork, embankment, fence, 
fortification, frontier, hurdle, obstacle, obstruction, 
palisade, railing, rampart, stockade, wall. 2 check, 
drawback, handicap, hindrance, impediment, 
limitation, restriction, stumbling block. 


barrister /'beriste/ noun advocate practising 
in higher courts. 


barrow’ /‘berau/ noun 1 two-wheeled handcart. 
2 wheelbarrow. 


barrow’ /‘berav/ noun ancient grave mound. 
Bart. abbreviation Baronet. 


barter /‘ba:ta/ verb exchange goods, rights, etc., 
without using money. @noun trade by bar- 
tering. 


verb bargain, deal, exchange, negotiate, swap, 
US trade, traffic. 


basal /'bers(ə)l/ adjective of, at, or forming base. 


basalt /‘beso:lt/ noun dark volcanic rock. 
o basaltic /bə'sə:ltık/ adjective. 


barrack | basin 


base' noun 1 what a thing rests or depends on; 
foundation. 2 principle; starting point. 3 head- 
quarters. 4 main ingredient. 5 number in terms 
of which other numbers are expressed. 6 sub- 
stance combining with acid to form salt. © verb 
(-sing) 1 (usually + om, upon) found, establish. 2 
station. a base rate interest rate set by Bank of 
England and used as basis for other banks’ rates. 
m noun 1 basis, bed, bedrock, bottom, essentials, 
foot, footing, foundation, fundamentals, 
groundwork, infrastructure, pedestal, plinth, rest, 
stand, substructure, support, underpinning. 2 
basis, ground, premiss, principle, starting point. 3 
camp, centre, depot, headquarters, post, station. 
© verb 1 build, construct, establish, found, 
ground, secure, set up. 2 locate, position, post, 
station. 3 


base? adjective 1 cowardly, despicable. 2 menial. 
3 (of coin) alloyed. 4 (of metal) low in value. 
a baseness noun. 
m 1 contemptible, cowardly, depraved, despicable, 
detestable, dishonourable, evil, ignoble, immoral, 
low, mean, scandalous, selfish, shabby, shameful, 
sordid, undignified, unworthy, vulgar, vile, wicked. 
2 degrading, ignoble, inferior, low, lowly, mean, 
unworthy. 


baseball noun game played esp. in US with bat 
and ball and circuit of 4 bases. 


baseless adjective unfounded, groundless. 


basement /'bersmənt/ noun floor below ground 
level. 


| g cellar, crypt, vault. 


bases plural of BAsE', Basis. . 


bash verb 1 strike bluntly or heavily. 2 (often + 
up) colloquial attack violently. © noun 1 heavy 
blow. 2 slang attempt. 3 slang party. 


bashful /'bæfful/ adjective shy, diffident. 
a bashfulness noun. 
u abashed, backward, blushing, coy, demure, 
diffident, embarrassed, faint-hearted, inhibited, 
meek, modest, nervous, reserved, reticent, 
retiring, self-conscious, self-effacing, 
shamefaced, sheepish, shy, timid, timorous, 
uneasy, unforthcoming. 


BASIC /'betsik/ noun computer programming 
language using familiar English words. 


basic /‘beisik/ adjective 1 serving as base. 2 fun- 
damental. 3 simplest; lowest in level. © noun 
(usually in plural) fundamental fact or principle. 
o basically adverb. 

m adjective 2 central, chief, crucial, essential, 

foremost, fundamental, important, intrinsic, key, 

main, necessary, primary, principal, radical, 

underlying, vital. 3 elementary, primary, simple. 


basil /'bæz(ə)l/ noun aromatic herb. 

basilica /bə'zılikə/ noun 1 ancient Roman hall 
with apse and colonnades. 2 similar church. 

basilisk /‘beezilisk/ noun 1 mythical reptile 
with lethal breath and look. 2 American crested 
lizard. 


basin /‘beis(e)n/ noun 1 round vessel for liquids 


basis | batten 


or preparing food in. 2 washbasin. 3 hollow 
depression. 4 sheltered mooring area. 5 round 
valley. 6 area drained by river. 


m 1 bath, bowl, container, dish, stoup. 2 sink, 
washbasin. 


basis /'beisis/ noun (plural bases /-si:z/) 1 
foundation. 2 main ingredient or principle. 3 
starting point for discussion etc. 
ua i, 2 base, core, footing, foundation, ground, 
infrastructure, principle, support, underpinning. 3 
base, premiss, principle, starting point. 


bask /ba:sk/ verb 1 relax in warmth and light. 2 
(+ in) revel in. 

m 1 lie, lounge, relax, sunbathe. 2 (bask in) delight 

in, enjoy, glory in, luxuriate in, revel in, wallow in. 


basket /‘ba:skit/ noun 1 container made of 
woven canes, wire, etc. 2 amount held by this. 
o basketball team game in which goals are 
scored by putting ball through high nets. bas- 
ketry, basketwork 1 art of weaving cane etc. 2 
work so produced. 


l u hamper, pannier, punnet, trug. 


bas-relief /‘bzsrili:f/ noun carving or sculpture 
projecting slightly from background. 

bass! /bers/ noun 1 lowest adult male voice. 2 
singer with this. 3 colloquial double bass. 4 collo- 
quial bass guitar. 5 low-frequency sound of 
radio, record player, etc. @ adjective 1 lowest in 
pitch. 2 deep-sounding. o bass guitar electric 
guitar playing low notes. o bassist noun. 


bass? /bees/ noun (pluralsame or-es)1 common 
perch. 2 other fish of perch family. 


basset /‘besit/ noun (in full basset-hound) 
short-legged hunting dog. 

bassoon /bs'su:n/ noun bass musical instru- 
ment of oboe family. o bassoonist noun. 


bast /best/ noun fibre from inner bark of tree, 
esp. lime. 


bastard /'ba:stad/ noun 1 archaic or offensive 
person born of parents not married to each other. 
2 slang person regarded with dislike or pity. 3 
slang difficult or awkward thing. @ adjective 1 
archaic or offensive illegitimate by birth. 2 
hybrid. o bastardy noun. 


| m noun 1 illegitimate child, love child, natural child. 


bastardize /'ba:stadaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or-sing) 1 corrupt, debase. 2 declare illegitimate. 


baste" /beist/ verb (-ting) 1 moisten (roasting 
meat etc.) with fat etc. 2 beat, thrash. 


baste? /berst/ verb (-ting) sew with long loose 
stitches; tack. 


bastinado /bestr'neideu/ noun caning on soles 
of feet. © verb (-es, -ed) punish with this. 


bastion /‘bestian/ noun 1 projecting part of for- 
tification. 2 thing regarded as protection. 


bat! noun 1 implement with handle for hitting 
ball in games. 2 turn at using this. 3 batsman. 
© verb (-tt-) 1 use bat; hit (as) with bat. 2 take 
one’s turn at batting. o batsman person who 
bats, esp. at cricket. 
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a noun 1 club, racket. 


bat? noun mouselike nocturnal flying mamma}, 
o bats slang crazy. 


bat’ verb (-tt-) unot bat an eyelid colloquial 
show no reaction. 


batch noun 1 group, collection, set. 2 loaves 
baked at one time. © verb arrange in batches. 


bated /‘bettid/ adjective a with bated breath 
anxiously. 

Bath /ba:6/ noun o Bath bun round spiced bun 
with currants. Bath chair invalid’s wheelchair. 


bath /ba:0/ noun (plural -s /ba:6z/) 1 container 
for sitting in and washing the body. 2 its con- 
tents. 3 act of washing in it. 4 (usually in plural) 
building for swimming or bathing. © verb wash 
in bath. o bath cube cube of bath salts, sub- 
stance for scenting and softening bath water. 
bathroom 1 room with bath. 2 US room with 
lavatory. 

m noun 1 proprietary term Jacuzzi, sauna, 

shower-bath, colloquial tub. 3 shower-bath, soak, 

wash. 4 (baths) lido, pool, swimming pool. 


bathe /be1d/ verb (-thing) 1 immerse oneself in 
water etc., esp. to swim or wash. 2 immerse in 
or treat with liquid. 3 (of sunlight etc.) envelop. 
@ noun swim. o bathing costume garment worn 
for swimming. j 

m verb 1 go swimming, paddle, plunge, splash 

about, swim, take a dip. 2 clean, cleanse, immerse, 

moisten, rinse, soak, steep, swill, wash. 


bathos /'be1ðos/ noun lapse from sublime to 
trivial; anticlimax. o bathetic /bə'ðetık/ adjec- 
tive. 


a anticlimax, comedown, disappointment, 
let-down. 


bathrobe /'ba:0raub/ noun loose robe worn esp. 
after taking bath; dressing gown. 

bathyscaphe /‘be(iskef/, bathysphere /-sfto/ 
nouns vessel for deep-sea diving. 

batik /ba'ti:k/ noun method of dyeing textiles by 
waxing parts to be left uncoloured. 


batiste /bz'ti:st/ noun fine cotton or linen 
fabric. 


batman /‘betman/ noun army officer's servant. 


baton /‘bzet(e)n/ noun 1 thin stick for conducting 
orchestra etc. 2 short stick carried in relay race. 
3 stick carried by drum major. 4 staff of office. 


| m cane, mace, rod, staff, stick, truncheon, wand. 


batrachian /ba'tretkren/ noun amphibian that 
discards gills and tail, esp. frog or toad. eadjec- _ 
tive of batrachians. 

battalion /bə'tæljən/ noun army unit usually of 
300-1000 men. 


batten’ /'bæt(ə)n/ noun 1 long narrow piece of 
squared timber. 2 strip for securing tarpaulin 
over ship’s hatchway. everb strengthen Or 
(often + down) fasten with battens. 

batten? /'bæt(ə)n/ verb (often + on) thrive at the 
expense of. 
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batter /'bætə/ verb 1 strike hard and repeatedly. 
2 (esp. as battered adjective) subject to long-term 
violence. @noun mixture of flour and eggs 
beaten up with liquid for cooking. o battering 
ram historical swinging beam for breaching 
walls. 


m verb 1 beat, bludgeon, slang clobber, club, 
cudgel, hit, keep hitting, pound, colloquial wallop. 


battery /'bætərı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 portable 
container of cell or cells for supplying electricity. 
2 series of cages etc. for poultry or cattle. 3 set of 
connected or similar instruments etc. 4 emplace- 
ment for heavy guns. 5 Law physical violence 
inflicted on person. 


m 1 accumulator, cell. 5 assault, attack, beating, 
blows, mugging, onslaught, thrashing, violence. 


battle /'bæt(ə)l/ noun 1 prolonged fight, esp. 
between armed forces. 2 contest, struggle. © verb 
(-ling) (often + with, for) struggle. u battleaxe 1 
medieval weapon. 2 colloquial domineering 
middle-aged woman. battlecruiser historical 
heavy-gunned ship of higher speed and lighter 
armour than battleship. battle-cry cry or slogan 
of participants in battle or contest. battledress 
soldier’s everyday uniform. battlefield, battle- 
ground scene of battle. battleship most heavily 
armed and armoured warship. 
a noun 1 action, air raid, Armageddon, attack, 
colloquial blitz, brush, campaign, clash, combat, 
conflict, confrontation, historical crusade, 
dogfight, encounter, engagement, fight, fray, 
hostilities, offensive, pitched battle, pre-emptive 
strike, siege, skirmish, strife, war, warfare. 2 
campaign, conflict, confrontation, contest, 
crusade, encounter, quarrel, struggle, war. @ verb 
see FIGHT verb 1. o battlefield arena, ' 
battleground, theatre of war. 


battlement /'bæt(ə)lmənt/ noun (usually in 
plural) parapet with gaps at intervals at top of 
wall. 


batty /'bætr/ adjective (-ier, -iest) slang crazy. 

batwing adjective (esp. of sleeve) shaped like a 
bat’s wing. 

bauble /'bo:b(e)1/ noun showy trinket. 

baulk /bo:1k/ (also balk) verb 1 (often + at) jib, 


hesitate. 2 thwart, hinder. 3 disappoint. © noun . 


: 1 hindrance. 2 stumbling block. 


bauxite /‘bo:ksart/ noun claylike mineral, chief 
source of aluminium. 

bawdy /'bv:d1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) humorously 
indecent. enoun bawdy talk or writing. 
o bawdy house brothel. 

m adjective blue, broad, coarse, dirty, earthy, 

erotic, immoral, improper, indecent, indecorous, 

indelicate, lascivious, lecherous, lewd, licentious, 

lusty, colloquial jocular naughty, obscene, 

pornographic, prurient, racy, colloquial raunchy, 

ribald, risqué, colloquial rude, salacious, sexy, 

smutty, spicy, suggestive, titillating, vulgar. 


bawl verb shout or weep noisily. 0 bawl out col- 
loquial reprimand severely. 


| m Cry, roar, shout, thunder, wail, weep, yell, yelp. 


batter | bead 


bay' noun broad curving inlet of sea. 
m bight, cove. 


bay’ noun 1 laurel with deep green leaves. 2 (in 
plural) victor's or poet’s bay wreath. 3 (in 
plural) fame. o bay leaf leaf of bay tree, used for 
flavouring. 


bay’ noun 1 recess; alcove in wall. 2 compart- 


ment. 3allotted area. o bay window window pro- 
jecting from line of wall. 


@ 1 alcove, niche, nook, opening, recess. 2, 3 see 
COMPARTMENT. 


bay‘ adjective reddish-brown (esp. of horse). 
@ noun bay horse. 


bay° verb bark loudly. @ noun bark of large dog, 
esp. chorus of pursuing hounds. o at bay unable 
to escape. keep at bay ward off. 


bayonet /‘beronet/ noun stabbing-blade attach- 
able to rifle. @verb (-t-) stab with bayonet. 
o bayonet fitting connecting-part engaged by 
pushing and twisting. 

bazaar /ba'za:/ noun 1 oriental market. 2 sale of 
goods, esp. for charity. 

u 1 market, market place. 2 auction, bring-and-buy 

sale, fair, féte, jumble sale, sale. 


bazooka /ba'zu:ke/ moun anti-tank rocket 
launcher. 


BBC abbreviation British Broadcasting Corpor- 
ation. 


BC abbreviation 1 before Christ. 2 British Colum- 
bia. 

BCG abbreviation Bacillus Calmette-Guérin, an 
anti-tuberculosis vaccine. 

be /bi:/ verb ( present singular Ist am, 2nd are /a:/, 
3rd is /1z/, plural are /a;/; past singular Ist was 
/woz/, 2nd were /w3:/, 3rd was /woz/, plural were 
/ws:/; present participle being; past participle 
been) 1 exist, live. 2 occur. 3 remain, continue. 
4have specified identity, state, or quality. @ aux- 
iliary verb with past participle to form passive, 
with present participle to form continuous tenses, 
with infinitive to express duty, intention, possibil- 
ity, etc. u be-all and end-all colloquial whole 
being, essence. be off colloquial go away; leave. 

n verb 1 be alive, breathe, endure, exist, live. 2 

arise, poetical befall, come about, happen, occur, 

take place. 3 continue, dwell, inhabit, keep going, 

last, persist, remain, stay, survive. 


beach noun sandy or pebbly shore of sea, lake, 
etc. @verb run or haul (boat etc.) on shore. 
u beachcomber person who searches beaches 
for articles of value. beachhead fortified pos- 
ition set up on beach by landing forces. 


m noun bank, coast, foreshore, littoral, sand, 
sands, seashore, seaside, shore, esp. poetical 
strand. 


beacon /'bi:ken/ noun 1 signal-fire on hill or 
pole. 2 signal. 3 signal-station. 4 Belisha beacon. 


| m 1, 2 bonfire, fire, flare, light, signal. 3 lighthouse. 


bead noun 1 small ball of glass, stone, etc. 
pierced for threading with others. 2 drop of 


beading | beat 


liquid. 3 small knob in front sight of gun. © verb 
adorn with bead(s) or beading. 


a noun 1 (beads) chaplet, necklace, pearls, 
rosary. 2 blob, bubble, drip, drop, droplet, globule, 
| pearl. 


beading noun moulding like series of beads. 

beadle /'bi:d(ə)l/ noun ceremonial officer of 
church, college, etc. 

beady adjective (-ier, -iest) (of eyes) small and 
bright. oObeady-eyed 1 with beady eyes. 2 
observant. 

beagle /'bi:g(ə)l/ noun small hound used for 
hunting hares. 

beak noun 1 bird’s horny projecting jaws. 2 
slang hooked nose. 3 historical prow of warship. 
4 spout. 

beaker /'bi:ka/ noun 1 tall cup for drinking. 2 
lipped glass vessel for scientific experiments. 


| m 1 cup, glass, tumbler. 


beam noun 1 long piece of squared timber or 
metal used in house-building etc. 2 ray of light 
or radiation. 3 bright smile. 4 series of radio or 
radar signals as guide to ship or aircraft. 5 cross- 
bar of balance. 6 (in plural) horizontal 
cross-timbers of ship. @ verb 1 emit (light, radio 
waves, etc.). 2 shine. 3 smile radiantly. o off 
beam colloquial mistaken. 
| m noun 1 bar, board, boom, brace, girder, joist, 
plank, post, rafter, spar, stanchion, stud, support, 
timber. 2 gleam, pencil, ray, shaft, stream. © verb 
1 aim, broadcast, direct, emit, radiate, send out, 
shine, transmit. 2 gleam, glow, radiate, shine. 3 
grin, look radiant, smile. 


bean noun 1 climbing plant with kidney-shaped 
seeds in long pods. 2 seed of this or of coffee or 
other plant. o beanbag 1 small bag filled with 
dried beans and used as ball. 2 large bag filled 
with polystyrene pieces and used as seat. bean 
sprout sprout of bean seed as food. full of beans 
colloquial lively, exuberant. not a bean slang no 
money. 


beano /'bi:neu/ noun (plural -s) slang party, 
celebration. 


bear' /bea/ verb (past bore; past participle borne 
or born) 1 carry. 2 show. 3 produce, yield (fruit); 
give birth to. 4 sustain, support. 5 endure, toler- 
ate. 0 bear down exert downward pressure. bear 
down on approach rapidly or purposefully. bear 
out confirm, support. bear up raise one’s spirits; 
not despair. bear witness testify. 
m 1 bring, carry, convey, deliver, move, take, 
transfer, transport. 2 display, exhibit, have, 
| possess, show. 3 breed, bring forth, develop, 
engender, generate, give birth to, produce, spawn, 
yield. 4 carry, hold, prop up, shoulder, support, 
sustain, take. 5 abide, accept, brook, cope with, 
endure, live with, permit, put up with, reconcile 
oneselfto, stand, stomach, suffer, sustain, tolerate, 
undergo. O bear out see CONFIRM 1. bear up see 
SURVIVE 1. bear witness see TESTIFY. 


bear’ /bea/ noun 1 heavy thick-furred mammal. 
2 rough surly person. 3 person who sells shares 
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for future delivery in hope of buying them More 
cheaply before then. O beargarden noisy or 
rowdy scene. bear-hug powerful embrace. bear. 
skin guardsman’s tall furry cap. 


bearable adjective endurable. 


m acceptable, endurable, supportable, survivable, 
sustainable, tolerable. 


beard /bied/ noun 1 facial hair on chin etc. 2 part 
on animal (esp. goat) resembling beard. © verh 
oppose, defy. o bearded adjective. beardless 
adjective. 

bearer noun 1 carrier of message, cheque, etc. 2 
carrier of coffin, equipment, etc. 


bearing noun 1 outward behaviour, posture. 2 
(usually + on, upon) relation, relevance. 3 part 
of machine supporting rotating part. 4 direction 
relative to fixed point. 5 (in plural) relative pos- 
ition. 6 heraldic device or design. 

a 1 air, appearance, aspect, attitude, behaviour, 

carriage, demeanour, deportment, look, manner, 

literary mien, poise, posture, presence, stance, 
style. 2 applicability, application, connection, 
import, pertinence, reference, relation, 
relationship, relevance, significance. 5 (bearings) 
orientation, position, sense of direction. 


beast noun 1 animal, esp. wild mammal. 2 
brutal person. 3 colloquial disliked person or 
thing. f 

m 1 animal, brute, creature. 2 barbarian, brute, 
monster, ogre, savage, colloquial swine. 


beastly adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 likeʻa beast. 2 
colloquial unpleasant. 


m 1 barbaric, bestial, brutal, cruel, savage. 2 see 
UNPLEASANT. 


beat verb (past beat; past participle beaten) 1 
strike repeatedly or persistently; inflict blows 
on. 2 overcome, surpass. 3 exhaust, perplex. 4 
(often + up) whisk (eggs etc.) vigorously. 5 (often 
+ out) shape (metal etc.) by blows. 6 pulsate. 7 
mark (time of music) with baton, foot, etc. 8 move 
or cause (wings) to move up and down. © noun 1 
main accent in music or verse. 2 strongly 
marked rhythm of popular music etc. 3 move- 
ment of conductor’s baton. 4 throbbing. 5 stroke 
on drum. 6 police officer’s appointed course. 7 
one’s habitual round. eadjective colloquial 
exhausted, tired out. o beat about the bush not 
come to the point. beat a retreat withdraw. beat 
down 1 cause (seller) to lower price by bar- 
gaining. 2 (of sun, rain, etc.) shine or fall relent- 
lessly. beat it slang go away. beat off drive back 
(an attack etc.). beat up beat with punches and 
kicks. beat-up colloquial dilapidated. o beat- 
able adjective. 

m verb 1 bash, batter, bludgeon, buffet, cane, 
slang clobber, clout, cudgel, flail, flog, hammer, { 
hit, knock about, lash, colloquial lay into, colloquial 
manhandle, pound, punch, scourge, strike, slang 
tan, thrash, thump, trounce, colloquial wallop, 
colloquial whack, whip. 2 colloquial best, conquer. 
crush, defeat, get the better of, colloquial lick, 
master, outclass, outdistance, outdo, outpace, 
outrun, outwit, overcome, overpower, overthrow, 
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overwhelm, rout, subdue, surpass, thrash, 
trounce, literary vanquish, win against, worst. 4 
agitate, blend, mix, stir, whip, whisk. 6 palpitate, 
pound, pulsate, race, throb, thump. 8 flap, flutter. 

© noun 1, 2 accent, pulse, rhythm, stress, tempo, 
throb. 4 pulsation, pulse, throb, throbbing. 6, 7 
course, itinerary, journey, path, rounds, route, way. 
o beat up see ATTACK verb 1. 


beater noun 1 whisk. 2 implement for beating 
carpet. 3 person who rouses game at a shoot. 

beatific /bi:a'trftk/ adjective 1 making blessed. 2 
colloquial blissful. 

beatify /bi:'zetrfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 RC Church 
declare to be blessed as first step to canonization. 
2 make happy. o beatification noun. 


beatitude /bi:'ztitju:d/ noun 1 blessedness. 2 
(in plural) blessings in Matthew 5: 3-11. 

beau /bau/ noun (plural -x |-z/) 1 boyfriend. 2 
dandy. 

Beaufort scale /'bəvfət/ noun scale of wind 
speeds. } 

Beaujolais /'bəvz3əle1/ noun red or white wine 
from Beaujolais district of France. 

beauteous /'bju:trəs/ adjective poetical beauti- 
ful. 

beautician /bju:'tif(e)n/ moun specialist in 
beauty treatment. 


beautiful /‘bju:trful/ adjective 1 having beauty. . 


2 colloquial excellent. o beautifully adverb. 

a 1 aesthetic, alluring, appealing, artistic, 
attractive, becoming, bewitching, brilliant, 
captivating, charming, literary comely, dainty, 
decorative, delightful, elegant, exquisite, archaic 
fair, fascinating, fetching, fine, good-looking, 
glamorous, colloquial glorious, colloquial 
gorgeous, graceful, handsome, irresistible, lovely, 
magnificent, neat, picturesque, pleasing, pretty, 
literary pulchritudinous, quaint, radiant, ravishing, 
scenic, seductive, sensuous, sexy, spectacular, 
splendid, colloquial stunning, superb, tasteful, 
tempting. 2 see EXCELLENT. 


beautify /‘bju:trfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) make beau- 
tiful, adorn. o beautification noun. 

a adorn, bedeck, deck, decorate, embellish, 

garnish, ornament, prettify, colloquial tart up, 

colloquial titivate. 


beauty /‘bju:tt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 combin- 
ation of qualities that delights the sight or other 
senses or the mind. 2 person or thing having this. 
o beauty queen woman judged most beautiful 
in contest. beauty parlour, salon establishment 
for cosmetic treatment. beauty spot beautiful 
locality. 

m 1 allure, appeal, attractiveness, charm, 

elegance, fascination, glamour, glory, grace, 

handsomeness, loveliness, magnificence, 

picturesqueness, prettiness, literary pulchritude, 

radiance, splendour. 


beaver noun 1 large amphibious broad-tailed 
rodent. 2 its fur. 3 hat of this. 4 (Beaver) member 
of most junior branch of Scout Association. 


beater | bedraggled 


© verb colloquial (usually + away) work hard. 


becalm /br'ka:m/ verb (usually in passive) 
deprive (ship etc.) of wind. 


m (becalmed) helpless, idle, motionless, still, 
unmoving. 


became past of BECOME. 


because /brkoz/ conjunction for the reason 
that. o because of by reason of. 


beck' noun brook, mountain stream. 


beck? oun o at (person's) beckand call subject 
to his or her constant orders. 


beckon /'bekən/ verb 1 (often + to) summon by 
gesture. 2 entice. 


| u 1 gesture, motion, signal, summon, wave. 


become /brkam/ verb (-ming; past became; 
past participle become) 1 come to be; begin to 
be. 2 (often as becoming adjective) suit; look well 
on. oc become of happen to. 

n 1 be transformed into, change into, develop into, 

grow into, mature into, metamorphose into, turn 

into. 2 be appropriate to, befit, enhance, fit, flatter, 

harmonize with, set off, suit; (becoming) see 

SUITABLE, ATTRACTIVE. 


becquerel /'bekərel/ noun Sl unit ofradioactiv- 
ity. 

bed noun 1 place to sleep or rest, esp. piece of 
furniture for sleeping on. 2 garden plot for 
plants. 3 bottom of sea, river, etc. 4 flat base on 
which thing rests. 5 stratum. everb (-dd-) 1 
(usually + down) put or go to bed. 2 (usually + 
out) plant in garden bed. 3 fix firmly. 4 colloquial 
have sexual intercourse with. o bedclothes 
sheets, blankets, etc. bedfellow 1 person who 
shares bed. 2 associate, partner. bedlinen sheets, 
pillowcases, duvet covers, etc. bedpan pan for 
use as toilet by invalid in bed. bedridden con- 
fined to bed by infirmity. bedrock 1 solid rock 
under alluvial deposits etc. 2 basic principles. 
bedroom room for sleeping in. bed-sitting room, 
bedsitter combined bedroom and sitting room. 
bedsore sore developed by lying in bed. bed- 
spread cloth for covering bed. bedstead frame- 
work of bed. bedtime hour for going to bed. 

u noun 2 border, garden, patch, plot. 3 bottom, 

channel, watercourse. 4 base, foundation, 

groundwork, layer, substratum. 0 bedclothes 

bedding, bedlinen, covers. 


bedaub /br'do:b/ verb smear with paint etc. 


bedding noun 1 mattress and bedclothes. 2 
litter for cattle etc. a bedding plant annual 
flowering plant put in garden bed. 

bedeck /bi'dek/ verb adorn, decorate. 

bedevil /brdev(e)l/ verb (-ll-; US -I-) 1 trouble, 
torment. 2 confuse. o bedevilment noun. 

bedlam /'bedlam/ noun scene of confusion or 
uproar. 

Bedouin /'bedum/ noun (plural same) nomadic 
Arab of the desert. 


bedraggled /brdreg(e)ld/ adjective dishev- 
elled, untidy. 


bee | beginner 


m dirty, dishevelled, drenched, messy, muddy, 
colloquial scruffy, sodden, soiled, stained, 
unkempt, untidy, wet, wringing. 


bee noun 1 4-winged stinging insect, collecting 
nectar and pollen and producing wax and honey. 
2 busy worker. 3 meeting for combined work or 
amusement. o beehive hive. a bee in one’s 
bonnet an obsession. beeswax wax secreted by 
bees for honeycomb. 

Beeb noun (the Beeb) colloquial the BBC. 


beech noun 1 smooth-barked glossy-leaved tree. 
2 its wood. o beechmast fruit of beech. 


beef noun 1 meat of ox, bull, or cow. 2 (plural 
beeves or US -s) beef animal. 3 (plural -s) slang 
protest. everb slang complain. o beefburger 
hamburger. beefeater warder in Tower of 
London. beefsteak thick slice of beef for grilling 
or frying. beef tea stewed beef extract for 
invalids. beef tomato large tomato. 

beefy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 like beef. 2 solid, 
muscular. 

beeline /‘bi:lam/ noun straight line between 
two places. o make a beeline for hurry directly 
to. 

been past participle of BE. 

beep noun short high-pitched sound. e verb 
emit beep. 

beer /bia/ noun alcoholic liquor made from fer- 
mented malt etc. flavoured esp. with hops. 


o beer garden garden where beer is sold and 
drunk. beer mat small mat for beer glass. 


| m ale, bitter, lager, porter, stout. 


beery adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 showing influence 
of beer. 2 like beer. 

beeswing /'bi:zwm/ noun filmy crust on old 
port wine etc. 

beet noun plant with succulent root used for 
salads etc. and sugar-making (see BEETROOT, 
SUGAR BEET). 

beetle’ /'bi:t(ə)l/ noun insect with hard protect- 
ive outer wings. © verb (-ling) (+ about, off, etc.) 
colloquial hurry, scurry. 

beetle? /'bi:t(ə)l/ adjective projecting, shaggy, 
scowling. © verb (usually as beetling adjective) 
overhang. 

beetle? /'bi:t(ə)l/ noun heavy-headed tool for 
ramming, crushing, etc. 

beetroot noun dark red root of beet, used as 
vegetable. 

befall /br'fo:l/ verb (past befell; past participle 
befallen) poetical 1 happen. 2 happen to. 

m 1 be the outcome, chance, come about, Crop up, 

happen, occur, take place, disputed transpire. 2 

become of, esp. poetical betide, happen to. 


befit /br'fit/ verb (-tt-) be appropriate for. 
petog /br'fog/ verb (-gg-) 1 obscure. 2 envelop in 
og. 


before /bi'fo:/ conjunction 1 sooner than. 2 
rather than. @ preposition 1 earlier than. 2 in 
front of; ahead of. 3 in presence of. @ adverb 1 
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ahead, in front. 2 previously, already. 3 in the 
past 


a adverb 2 already, earlier, in advance, Previously, 
sooner. 


beforehand adverb in anticipation; in readi- 
ness; before time. : 

befoul /br'faul/ verb poetical 1 make foul. 2 
degrade; defile. 

befriend /br'frend/ verb act as friend to; help. 

m colloquial chat up, gang up with, get to know, 

make friends with, make the acquaintance of, 

colloquial pal up with. 


befuddle /br'fad(e)l/ verb (-ling) 1 make drunk. 
2 confuse. o befuddilement noun. 


beg verb (-gg-) 1 ask for as gift. 2 live by begging. 
3 ask earnestly, entreat. 4 ask formally. a beg 
the question assume truth of thing to be proved. 
go begging be unwanted. 


USAGE The expression beg the question is often 
used incorrectly to mean ‘to invite the obvious 
question (that ...)’. 

m1 cdiloquial cadge, scrounge, solicit, sponge. 3 
ask, beseech, crave, entreat, implore, importune, 
petition, plead, pray, literary supplicate. 4 petition, 
plead, pray, request, literary supplicate. 


began past of BEGIN. 

begat archaic past of BEGET. 

beget /bi'get/ verb (-tt-; past begot, archaic 
begat; past participle begotten) literary 1 be the 
father of. 2 give rise to. o begetter noun. 

m 1 father, procreate, sire. 2 breed, bring about, 

cause, create, engender, generate, give rise to, 

produce, propagate, result in, spawn. 


beggar /‘bega/ noun 1 person who begs or lives 
by begging. 2 colloquial person. @ verb 1 make 
poor. 2 be too extraordinary for (belief, descrip- 
tion, etc.). 


m noun 1 cadger, down-and-out, mendicant, 
pauper, scrounger, sponger, tramp, vagrant. 


beggarly adjective 1 mean. 2 poor, needy. 
beggary /'begərı/ noun extreme poverty. 
begin /br'gm/ verb (-nn-; past began; past parti- 
ciple begun) 1 perform first part of. 2 come into 
being. 3 (often + to do) start; take first step. 4 
(ualiy in negative) colloquial show any likeli- 
ood. 
m 1 activate, approach, attack, broach, formal 
commence, conceive, create, embark on, enter 
into, found, inaugurate, initiate, inspire, instigate, 
introduce, kindle, launch, move into, open, 
originate, pioneer, precipitate, provoke, set about, 
setin motion, set up, spark off, start, take up, touch 
off, trigger off, undertake, 2 appear, arise, break 
out, come into existence, crop up, emerge, get 
going, happen, materialize, originate, spring up. 3 
be first, colloquial get cracking, get going, 
colloquial kick off, lead off, move off, open, set off, 
Set out, start, take steps, take the initiative. 


beginner noun learner. 


61 


r= apprentice, colloquial fresher, greenhorn, 
inexperienced person, initiate, learner, novice, 
recruit, starter, tiro, trainee. 


beginning noun 1 time at which thing begins. 
2 source, origin. 3 first part. 
E 1, 2 birth, formal commencement, conception, 
creation, dawn, embryo, emergence, 
establishment, foundation, genesis, germ, 
inauguration, inception, initiation, instigation, 
introduction, launch, onset, opening, origin, 
outset, point of departure, rise, source, start, 
starting point, threshold. 3 introduction, opening, 
preface, prelude, prologue. 


begone /br'gon/ interjection poetical go away at 

once! 

begonia /br'geunte/ noun plant with orna- 
mental foliage and bright flowers. 


begot past of BEGET. 

begotten past participle of BEGET. 

begrime /bi'gramm/ verb make grimy. 

begrudge /br'grad3/ verb (-ging) 1 grudge. 2 
feel or show resentment at or envy of. 3 be dissat- 
isfied at. 


u be bitter about, envy, grudge, mind, object to, 
resent. 


beguile /br'gail/ verb (-ling) 1 charm. 2 divert. 3 
delude, cheat. o beguilement noun. 

beguine /br'gi:n/ noun W. Indian dance. 

begum /'bergəm/ noun (in India, Pakistan, and 
Bangladesh) 1 Muslim woman of high rank. 2 
(Begum) title of married Muslim woman. 

begun past participle of BEGIN. 

behalf /brha:f/ noun con behalf of, on 
(person’s) behalf 1 in the interests of. 2 as rep- 
resentative of. 

behave /brherv/ verb (-ving) 1 react or act in 
specified way. 2 work well (or in specified way). 
3 (often behave oneself) conduct oneself 
properly. 

u 1, 2 acquit oneself, act, literary comport oneself, 

conduct oneself, function, operate, perform, react, 

respond, run, work. 3 act properly, be good, be on 

one’s best behaviour. 


behaviour /brhetvja/ noun (US behavior) 
manners; conduct, way of behaving. 0 behav- 
ioural adjective. 

m actions, attitude, bearing, literary comportment, 

conduct, demeanour, deportment, manners, 

performance, reaction, response, ways. 


behaviourism noun (US behaviorism) study 
of human actions by analysis of stimulus and 
response. O behaviourist noun. 

behead /brhed/ verb 1 cut head from (person). 
2 execute thus. 


l m decapitate, guillotine. 


beheld past & past participle of BEHOLD. 

behest /brhest/ noun literary command, 
request. 

behind /brhamd/ preposition 1 in or to rear of. 


beginning | believe 


2 hidden by; on farther side of. 3 in past in rela- 
tion to. 4 inferior to. 5 in support of. @ adverb 1 
in or to rear. 2 on far side. 3 remaining after 
others’ departure. 4 (usually + with) in arrears. 
@ noun colloquial buttocks. o behindhand 1 in 
arrears. 2 behind time; too late. behind time 
unpunctual. behind the times old-fashioned, 
antiquated. 


behold /brhauld/ verb (past & past participle 
beheld) literary look at; take notice, observe. 


m descry, discern, espy, look at, note, notice, see, 
set eyes on, view. 


beholden /brhauld(e)n/ adjective (usually + to) 
under obligation. 


behove /brhauv/ verb (-ving) formal 1 be incum- 
bent on. 2 befit. 


beige /ber3/ noun pale sandy fawn colour. 
@ adjective of this colour. 


being /'bi:m/ noun 1 existence. 2 constitution, 
nature. 3 existing person etc. 

m 1 actuality, essence, existence, life, living, 

reality, solidity, substance. 3 animal, creature, 

individual, person, spirit, soul. 


belabour /br'leiba/ verb (US belabor) attack 
physically or verbally. 

belated /brieitid/ adjective coming (too) late. 
o belatedly adverb. 


a behindhand, delayed, last-minute, late, 
overdue, posthumous, tardy, unpunctual. 
bel canto /bel 'keentau/ noun singing marked 
by full rich tone. 


belch verb 1 emit wind from stomach through 
mouth. 2 (of volcano, gun, etc.) emit (fire, smoke, 
etc.). © noun act of belching. 


m verb 1 colloquial burp. 2 discharge, emit, gush, 
send out, spew out, vomit. 
beleaguer /br'li:ga/ verb 1 besiege. 2 vex; 
harass. 


belfry /‘belfr1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 bell tower. 2 
space for bells in church tower. 


belie /brlat/ verb (belying) 1 give false impres- 
sion of. 2 fail to confirm, fulfil, or justify. 


belief /brili:f/ noun 1 act of believing. 2 what 
one believes. 3 trust, confidence. 4 acceptance as 
true. 
u 2 attitude, conviction, creed, doctrine, dogma, 
ethos, faith, feeling, ideology, morality, notion, 
opinion, persuasion, principles, religion, 
standards, tenet, theory, view. 3 assurance, 
certainty, confidence, reliance, security, sureness, 
trust. 4 acceptance, assent, credence. 


believe /br'li:v/ verb (-ving) 1 accept as true. 2 
think. 3 (+ in) have faith or confidence in. 4 trust 
word of. 5 have religious faith. o believable 
adjective. believer noun. 

m 1 accept, be certain of, credit, swallow, trust. 2 
assume, consider, dare say, feel, gather, guess, 
hold, imagine, judge, know, maintain, postulate, 
presume, speculate, suppose, take itfor granted, 
think. 3 (believe in) count on, depend on, have faith 


Belisha beacon | bendy 


in, reckon on, rely on, subscribe to, colloquial 
swear by, trust in. o believer adherent, devotee, 
disciple, fanatic, follower, proselyte, supporter, 
upholder, zealot. 


Belisha beacon /be'li:fa/ moun flashing 
orange ball on striped post, marking pedestrian 
crossing. 

belittle /brlit(e)l/ verb (-ling) disparage. 
o belittlement noun. 

a criticize, decry, denigrate, deprecate, 
depreciate, detract from, disparage, minimize, 
play down, slight, speak slightingly of, underrate, 
undervalue. 


bell noun 1 hollow esp. cup-shaped metal body 
emitting musical sound when struck. 2 sound 
of bell. 3 bell-shaped thing. o bell-bottomed (of 
trousers) widening below knee. bell pull cord 
pulled to sound bell. bell push button pressed to 
ring electric bell. give (person) a bell colloquial 
telephone him or her. 


8 noun 2 alarm, carillon, chime, knell, peal, ring, 
signal. 


belladonna /bele'dona/ noun 1 deadly night- 
shade. 2 drug obtained from this. 


belle /bel/ noun 1 handsome woman. 2 reigning 
beauty. 

belles-lettres /bel ‘letr/ plural noun (also 
treated as singular) writings or studies of purely 
literary kind. 

bellicose /‘belikaus/ adjective eager to fight. 


belligerent /brlidserant/ adjective1 engaged in 
war. 2 given to constant fighting; pugnacious. 
© noun belligerent person or nation. o belliger- 
ence noun. 
m adjective 1 fighting, hostile, militant, warring. 2 
aggressive, antagonistic, argumentative, 
bellicose, bullying, combative, contentious, 
defiant, disputatious, fierce, hawkish, hostile, 
jingoistic, martial, militaristic, Provocative, 
pugnacious, quarrelsome, unfriendly, violent, 
warlike, warmongering. 


bellow /'beləu/ verb emit deep loud roar. © noun 
bellowing sound. 


bellows /'belauz/ plural noun (also treated as 
singular) 1 device for driving air into fire, organ, 
etc. 2 expandable part of camera etc. 


belly /'beli/ noun (plural -ies) 1 cavity of body 
containing stomach, bowels, etc. 2 stomach. 3 
front of body from waist to groin. 4 underside 
of animal. 5 cavity or bulging part of anything. 
@verb (-ies, -ied) (often + out) swell, bulge. 
Obellyache enoun colloquial stomach pain. 
@verb slang complain noisily or persistently. 
belly button colloquial navel. belly dance dance 
by woman (belly dancer) with voluptuous move- 
aoe of belly. belly laugh loud unrestrained 
ugh. 


bellyful noun 1 enough to eat. 2 colloquial more 
than one can tolerate. 

belong [br'lon/ verb 1 (+ to) be property of. 2 (+ 
to) be assigned to. 3 (+ to) be member of. 4 fit 
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socially. 5 be rightly placed or classified. 

8 1, 2 (belong to) be owned by, go with, pertain to 
relate to. 3 (belong to) be affiliatedwith,bea ` 
member of, be connected with. 4 be at home, feel 
welcome, have a place. 


belongings plural noun possessions, luggage, 
m chattels, effects, gear, goods, impedimenta, 
possessions, property, things. 


beloved /br'lavid/ adjective loved. o noun 
beloved person. 

below /br'lau/ preposition 1 under. 2 lower than, 
3 less than. 4 of lower rank or importance etc. 
than. 5 unworthy of. © adverb 1 at or to lower 
point or level. 2 further on in book etc. 

belt noun 1 strip of leather etc. worn round waist 
or across chest. 2 continuous band in machinery, 
3 distinct strip of colour etc. 4 zone, district. 5 
slang heavy blow. © verb1 put beltround. 2 slang 
thrash. 3 slang move rapidly. o below the belt 
unfair(ly). belt out slang sing or play (music) 
loudly. belt up 1 slang be quiet. 2 colloquial put 
on seat belt. tighten one’s belt economize. under 
one’s belt securely acquired. 

m noun 1 literary cincture, cummerbund, girdle, 

girth, sash, strap, waistband, archaic zone. 3 

band, circle, line, loop, stretch, strip, swath. 4 area, 

district, tract, zone. 


bemoan /bi'meun/ verb lament, complain 
about. 

bemuse /br'mju:z/ verb (-sing) make (person) 
confused. o bemusement noun. 


m befuddle, bewilder, confuse, mix up, muddle, 
perplex, puzzle, stupefy. 


bench noun 1 long seat of wood or stone. 2 car- 
penter’s or laboratory table. 3 (seat of) judge or 
magistrate. 4 judges and magistrates collect- 
ively. 5 law court. o benchmark 1 surveyor’s 
mark at point in line of levels. 2 standard, point 
of reference. 

m 1 form, pew, seat, settle. 2 counter, table, 

workbench, work table, worktop. 3 judge, 

magistrate. 5 court, courtroom, tribunal. 


bend verb (past & past participle bent except in 
bended knee) 1 force into curve or angle. 2 be 
altered in this way. 3 incline from vertical; bow, 
stoop. 4 interpret or modify (rule) to suit oneself. 
5 (force to) submit. @ noun 1 bending, curve. 2 
bent part of thing. 3 (the bends) colloquial symp- 
toms due to too rapid decompression under 
water. Ground the bend colloquial crazy, 
insane. o bendable adjective. 
m verb 1, 2 arch, be flexible, bow, buckle, coil, 
contort, crook, curl, curve, deflect, distort, divert, 
flex, fold, give, loop, mould, refract, shape, turn, 
twist, warp, wind, yield. 3 bow, crouch, curtsy, 
duck, genuflect, kneel, lean, stoop. @ noun 1, 2 
angle, arc, bow, corner, crank, crook, curvature, 
Curve, loop, turn, turning, twist, zigzag. o round 
the bend see map 1, 


bender noun slang wild drinking spree. 


bendy /'bendr/ adjective colloquial capable of 
bending; flexible. 
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beneath /br'ni:9/ preposition 1 below; under. 2 
unworthy of. © adverb below, underneath. 

Benedictine /benr'diktm/ noun 4 monk or nun 
of Order of St Benedict. 2 /-ti:n/ proprietary term 
kind of liqueur. © adjective of St Benedict or his 
order. 

benediction /benr'dikJ(9)n/ noun utterance of 
blessing. 0 benedictory adjective. 

benefaction /benr'feekJ(9)n/ noun 1 charitable 
gift. 2 doing good. 

benefactor /'bentfeekts/ noun (feminine 
benefactress) person who has given financial or 
other help. 


u backer, donor, fairy godmother, patron, 
philanthropist, promoter, sponsor, supporter. 
benefice /'benifis/ noun living from a church 
Office. 


beneficent /bi'nefisent/ adjective doing good; 
actively kind. o beneficence noun. 


beneficial /bentr'frJ(9)l/ adjective advantageous. 
o beneficially adverb. 
a advantageous, benign, constructive, 
favourable, fruitful, good, health-giving, healthy, 
helpful, improving, nourishing, nutritious, 
positive, productive, profitable, rewarding, 
salubrious, salutary, supportive, useful, valuable, 
wholesome. 


beneficiary /benr'fifart/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
receiver of benefits. 2 holder of church living. 


m 1 heir, heiress, inheritor, legatee, recipient, 
successor (to title). 


benefit /‘benrfit/ noun 1 advantage, profit. 2 
payment made under insurance or social secur- 
ity. 3 performance or game etc. of which pro- 
ceeds go to particular player or charity. © verb 
(-t-; US -tt-) 1 do good to. 2 receive benefit. 
u benefit of the doubt assumption of innocence 
rather than guilt. 

u noun 1 advantage, asset, blessing, boon, 

convenience, gain, good thing, help, privilege, 

prize, profit, service, use. 2 aid, allowance, 
assistance, colloquial dole, handout, grant, 
payment, social security, welfare. © verb1 
advance, advantage, aid, assist, better, boost, do 
good to, enhance, further, help, improve, promote, 
serve. 2 gain, profit. 


benevolent /brnevalent/ adjective 1 wishing to 
do good; kind and helpful. 2 (of fund, society, etc.) 
charitable. o benevolence noun. 
m 1 altruistic, beneficent, benign, caring, 
compassionate, considerate, friendly, generous, 
helpful, humane, humanitarian, kind, 
kind-hearted, kindly, liberal, magnanimous, 
merciful, philanthropic, supportive, sympathetic, 
unselfish, warm-hearted. 2 charitable, 
philanthropic. 


Bengali /beņ'go:lı/ noun (plural -s) native or 
language of Bengal. @ adjective of Bengal. 
benighted /brinaitid/ adjective intellectually or 
morally ignorant. 

benign /brnam/ adjective 1 kindly, gentle. 2 


beneath | berserk 


favourable, salutary. 3 Medicine mild, not malig- 
nant. o benignity /brnigniti/ noun. 
E 1 benevolent, compassionate, gentle, harmless, 
kind, kind-hearted, kindly, merciful, mild, 
sympathetic, warm-hearted. 2 see FAVOURABLE 1, 


BENEFICIAL. 


benignant /br'nignent/ adjective 1 kindly. 2 
beneficial. a benignancy noun. 


bent past & past participle of BEND. © adjective 1 
curved or having angle. 2 slang dishonest. 3 (+ 
on) set on doing or having. @ noun 1 inclination, 
bias. 2 (+ for) talent for. 

m adjective 1 angled, arched, bowed, buckled, 

coiled, contorted, crooked, curved, distorted, 

folded, hunched, looped, twisted, warped. 2 
corrupt, criminal, dishonest, immoral, 

untrustworthy, wicked. @ noun 1 see BIAS noun 1. 

2 see APTITUDE. 


benumb /brnam/ verb 1 make numb; deaden. 2 
paralyse. 

benzene /'benzi:n/ noun chemical got from coal 
tar and used as solvent. 

benzine /‘benzi:n/ noun spirit obtained from 
petroleum and used as cleaning agent. 

benzoin /‘benzeum/ noun fragrant resin of E. 
Asian tree. 0 benzoic /-'zourk/ adjective. 

bequeath /brkwi:d/ verb 1 leave by will. 2 
transmit to posterity. 


n Law devise, endow, hand down, leave, make 
over, pass on, settle, transmit, will. 


bequest /bi'kwest/ noun bequeathing; thing 
bequeathed. 


n endowment, gift, inheritance, legacy, 
settlement. 


berate /brreit/ verb (-ting) scold. 

bereave /brri:v/ verb (-ving) (esp. as bereaved 
adjective) (often + of ) deprive of relative, friend, 
etc., esp. by death. o bereavement noun. 


l a o bereavement death, loss. 
bereft /brreft/ adjective (+ of ) deprived of. 


m (bereft of ) deprived of, destitute of, devoid of, 

| lacking (In), robbed of, wanting (in). 

beret /'berer/ oun round flat brimless cap of felt 
etc. 

berg noun iceberg. 

bergamot /‘bs:gamot/ noun 1 perfume from 
fruit of a dwarf orange tree. 2 an aromatic herb. 

beriberi /bertber!/ moun nervous disease 
caused by deficiency of vitamin By. 

Bermuda shorts /ba'mju:de/ plural noun 
close-fitting knee-length shorts. 

berry /‘ber1/ noun (plural-ies) any small round 
juicy stoneless fruit. 

berserk /ba'z3:k/ adjective (esp. after go) wild, 
frenzied. 

n beside oneself, crazed, crazy, demented, 

deranged, frantic, frenetic, frenzied, furious, 

infuriated, insane, mad, maniacal, rabid, violent, 

wild; (go berserk) see RAGE Verb 1, RAMPAGE verb. 


berth | betray 


berth noun 1 sleeping place. 2 ship's place at 

wharf. 3 sea room. 4 colloquial situation, 
appointment. @ verb 1 moor (ship) in berth. 2 
provide sleeping berth for. 0 give a wide berth 
to stay away from. 

m noun 1 bed, bunk, hammock. 2 moorings. 

© verb 1 dock, moor, tie up. O give a wide berth 

to see AVOID 1. 


beryl /‘beril/ oun 1 transparent (esp. green) pre- 
cious stone. 2 mineral species including this and 
emerald. 

beryllium /ba'rilrem/ noun hard white metallic 
element. 

beseech /br'si:tf/ verb (past & past participle 
besought /-'so:t/ or beseeched) entreat; ask 
earnestly for. 

m ask, beg, entreat, implore, importune, plead, 

literary supplicate. 


beset /bi'set/ verb (-tt-; past & past participle 
beset) 1 attack or harass persistently. 2 sur- 
round, hem in. 


beside /br'said/ preposition 1 at side of: close 
to. 2 compared with. 3 irrelevant to. o beside 
oneself frantic with anger or worry etc. 


besides preposition in addition to; apart from. 
@ adverb also, as well. 

besiege /brsi:d3/ verb (-ging) 1 lay siege to. 2 
crowd round eagerly. 3 assail with requests. 

m 1, 2 beleaguer, beset, blockade, cut off, encircle, 

encompass, hemin, isolate, lay siege to, surround. 

3 assail, beleaguer, beset, harass, overwhelm, 

pester, colloquial plague. 


besmirch /bi'sm3:tJ/ verb soil, dishonour. 
besom /'bi:z(ə)m/ noun broom made of twigs. 


besotted /br'sptid/ adjective 4 infatuated. 2 stu- 
pefied. 


besought past & past participle of BESEECH. 


bespatter /br'spætə/ verb 1 spatter all over. 2 
defame. 


bespeak /br'spi:k/ verb (past bespoke; past 
Participle bespoken) 1 engage beforehand. 2 
order (goods). 3 be evidence of. 


bespectacled /br'spektak(a)ld/ adjective 
wearing spectacles. 


bespoke /bi'spavk/ adjective made to order. 


best adjective (superlative of GOOD) most excel- 
lent. @ adverb (superlative of wet.) 4 in the best 
Way. 2 to greatest degree. e noun that which is 
best. @ verb colloquial defeat, outwit. O best man 
bridegroom’s chief attendant at wedding. 
best-seller 1 book with large sale, 2 author of 
such book. do one’s best do all one can. 
m adjective choicest, excellent, finest, first-class, 
foremost, incomparable, leading, matchless, 
optimum, outstanding, pre-eminent, superlative, 
Supreme, top, unequalled, unrivalled, 
unsurpassed, 


bestial /‘bestral/ adjective 1 brutish. 2 of or like 
beasts. d bestiality /-'zl-/ noun. 
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m 1 barbaric, beastly, brutal, brutish, callous, crug| 
inhuman, savage, subhuman. 2 animal, beast-like, 
beastly. 


bestiary /'bestrar1/ noun (plural -ies) medieva] 
treatise on beasts. 

bestir /br'sts:/ verb (-rr-) (bestir oneself) exert 
or rouse oneself. 

bestow /bi'stau/ verb (+ on, upon) confer as gift. 
o bestowal noun. 


| m award, confer, donate, give, grant, present. 


bestrew /brstru:/ verb (past participle 
bestrewed or bestrewn) 1 strew. 2 lie scattered 
over. 

bestride /bi'stratd/ verb (-ding; past bestrode; 
past participle bestridden) 1 sit astride on, 2 
stand astride over. 


bet verb (-tt-; past & past participle bet or betted) 
risk one’s money etc. against another’s on result 
of event. @ noun 1 such arrangement. 2 sum of 
money bet. 

m verb colloquial chance, gamble, slang have a 

flutter, hazard, lay bets, colloquial punt, risk, 

speculate, stake, venture, wager. © noun 1 slang 

flutter, gamble, punt, speculation, wager. 2 ante, 

stake, wager. 


beta /'bi:tə/ noun second letter of Greek alphabet 
(B, p). o beta-blocker drug used to prevent 
unwanted stimulation of the heart in angina etc. 
beta particle fast-moving electron emitted by 
radioactive substance. 

betake /br'terk/ verb (-king; past betook; past 
participle betaken) (betake oneself) go. 

betatron /'bi:tətron/ noun apparatus for ac- 
celerating electrons. 


betel /'bi:t(ə)1/ noun leaf chewed with betel-nut. 
O betel-nut seed of tropical palm. 


bête noire [beit ‘nwa:/ noun (plural bétes 
noires same pronunciation) particularly dis- 
liked person or thing. [French] 

bethink /br'6mk/ verb (past & past participle 
bethought /-'03:t/) (bethink oneself) formal 1 
reflect, stop to think. 2 be reminded. 


betide /britaid/ verb esp. poetical happen to. 
Owoe betide (person) misfortune will befall 
him or her. 


Retlmes [brtamz/ adverb literary in good time; 
early. 


betoken /brtəvkən/ verb be sign of. 
betook past of BETAKE. 


betray /brtrer/ verb 1 be disloyal to (person, 
one's country, etc.), 2 give up or reveal treacher- 
ously. 3 reveal involuntarily; be evidence of. 
o betrayal noun. 
m 1, 2 be a Judas to, be a traitor to, be false to, 
cheat, conspire against, deceive, denounce, 
desert, double-cross, give away, slang grass on, 
incriminate, inform against, inform on, jilt, let 
down, raton, report, sell out, slang shop, tell tales 
about. 3 disclose, divulge, expose, give away, 
indicate, let out, let slip, manifest, reveal, show, tell. 
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betroth /br'traud/ verb (usually as betrothed 
adjective) bind with promise to marry. 
o betrothal noun. 

better /'betə/ adjective (comparative of coop) 1 
more excellent. 2 partly or fully recovered from 
illness. @ adverb (comparative of wELL') 1 in 
better manner. 2 to greater degree. © noun better 
thing or person. © verb 1 improve upon; surpass. 
2 improve. o better half colloquial one’s wife or 
husband. better off in better (esp. financial) situ- 
ation. get the better of defeat, outwit. 

a adjective 1 preferable, recommended, superior. 

2 convalescent, cured, fitter, healed, healthier, 

improved, on the mend, progressing, recovered, 

recovering, restored. © verb 1 see SURPASS 1.2 see 

IMPROVE 1. 


betterment noun improvement. 

between /br'twi:n/ preposition 1 in or into space 
or interval. 2 separating. 3 shared by. 4 to and 
from. 5 taking one or other of. © adverb (also in 
between) between two or more points; between 
two extremes. 


bevel /'bev(ə)l/ noun 1 slope from horizontal or 
vertical in carpentry etc. 2 sloping edge or 
surface. 3 tool for marking angles. © verb(-ll-; US 
-I-) impart bevel to; slant. 

beverage /‘bevarid3/ noun formal drink. 


bevvy /‘bevi/ slang noun (plural -ies) drink. 
o verb (-ies, -ied) drink. 


bevy /‘bevi/ noun (plural -ies) company, flock. 
bewail /br'werl/ verb wail over; mourn for. 


beware /br'wea/ verb (only in imperative or 
infinitive) 1 take heed. 2 (+ of ) be cautious of. 

u 1 be alert, be careful, be cautious, be on one’s 

guard, look out, take care, take heed, take 

precautions, watch out, watch one's step. 2 

(beware of ) avoid, guard against, heed, keep 

clear of, mind, shun, steer away from. 


bewilder /br'wilda/ verb perplex, confuse. 
o bewildering adjective. bewilderment noun. 

0 baffle, colloquial bamboozle, bemuse, 

confound, confuse, daze, disconcert, 

disorientate, distract, floor, colloquial flummox, 

mislead, muddle, mystify, perplex, puzzle, stump. 


bewitch /br'witS/ verb 1 enchant, greatly 
delight. 2 cast spell on. o bewitching adjective. 
bewitchment noun. 

m 1 captivate, charm, delight, enchant, enrapture, 

enthral, fascinate. 2 casta spell on, charm, 

enchant, spellbind. 


at or to further 
side of. 2 outside the range or understanding of. 
3 more than. @ adverb 1 at or to further side. 2 
further on. © noun (the beyond) life after death. 
0 back of beyond very remote place. 


bezel /'bez(ə)l/ noun 1 sloped edge of chisel etc. 


beyond /brjond/ preposition 1 


2 oblique face of cut gem. 3 groove holding 
watch-glass or gem. 

bezique /brzi:k/ noun card game for two. 

biannual /bar'zenjual/ adjective occurring etc. 
twice a year. 


betroth | bid 


bias /'barəs/ noun 1 predisposition, prejudice. 2 
distortion of statistical results. 3 edge cut 
obliquely across weave of fabric. 4 Sport bowl’s 
curved course due to its lopsided form. © verb (-s- 
or -ss-) 1 give bias to. 2 (esp. as biased adjective) 
prejudice; influence (usually unfairly). o bias 
binding strip of fabric cut obliquely and used to 
bind edges. 

m noun 1 aptitude, bent, bigotry, favouritism, 

imbalance, inclination, injustice, leaning, liking, 

one-sidedness, partiality, partisanship, penchant, 
predilection, predisposition, preference, 

prejudice, proclivity, proneness, propensity, 

tendency, unfairness. © verb 2 see INFLUENCE 

verb; (biased) bigoted, blinkered, distorted, 
emotive, influenced, interested, jaundiced, loaded, 
one-sided, partial, partisan, prejudiced, slanted, 
derogatory tendentious, unfair, unjust, warped. 


biathlon /baræ0lən/ noun athletic contest in 
skiing and shooting. a biathlete noun. 

bib noun 1 cloth put under child's chin while 
eating. 2 upper part of apron etc. 

Bible /'barb(e)l/ noun 1 Christian scriptures. 2 
(bible) copy of these. 3 (bible) colloquial any 
authoritative book. o biblical /‘bib-/ adjective. 

bibliography /bibli'vgraft/ noun (plural-ies) 1 
list of books of any author, subject, etc. 2 history 
of books, their editions, etc. o bibliographer 
noun. bibliographical /-o'gref-/ adjective. 

bibliophile /‘bibliafail/ noun collector of books; 
book-lover. 

bibulous /‘bibjules/ adjective fond of or addicted 
to alcoholic drink. 

bicameral /barkæmər(ə)l/ adjective having 
two legislative chambers. 

bicarb /‘batka:b/ noun colloquial bicarbonate of 
soda. 

bicarbonate /barka:banit/ moun 1 anyacidsalt 
of carbonic acid. 2 (in full bicarbonate of soda) 
compound used in cooking and as antacid. 


bicentenary /baisen'ti:neri/ noun (plural-ies) 
200th anniversary. 

bicentennial /batsen'tental/ moun bicenten- 
ary. © adjective recurring every 200 years. 

biceps /'barseps/ noun (plural same) muscle 
with double head or attachment, esp. thatatfront 
of upper arm. 

bicker /‘bike/ verb quarrel, wrangle pettily. 

bicuspid /barkaspid/ adjective having two 
cusps. © noun bicuspid tooth. 


bicycle /‘baistk(e)l/ noun two-wheeled pedal- 
driven vehicle. @ verb (-ling) ride bicycle. 


a noun colloquial bike, cycle, colloquial 
| push-bike. 


bid verb (-dd-; past bid, archaic bade /beed, berd/; 
past participle bid, archaic bidden) 1 make offer, 
make bid. 2 command, invite. 3 literary utter 
(greeting, farewell) to. 4 Cards state before play 
number of tricks intended. @ noun 1 act of 
bidding. 2 amount bid. 3 colloquial attempt, 
effort. 


biddable | billet 


m verb 1 offer, proffer, propose, tender. 2 see 
COMMAND verb 1. © noun 1, 2 offer, price, 
proposal, proposition, tender. 3 attempt, colloquial 
crack, effort, endeavour, go, try, venture. 


biddable adjective obedient, docile. 

bidding noun command, invitation. 

bide verb (-ding) archaic or dialect stay, remain. 
o bide one's time wait for good opportunity. 

bidet /'bi:der/ noun low basin that one can sit 
astride to wash crotch area. 

biennial /bar'entel/ adjective 1 lasting 2 years. 2 
recurring every 2 years. @noun plant that 
flowers, fruits, and dies in second year. 

bier /bie/ noun movable stand on which coffin or 
corpse rests. 

biff slang noun smart blow. © verb strike. 

bifid /‘barfid/ adjective divided by cleft into two 
parts. 


bifocal /bar'feuk(s)l/ adjective (of spectacle 
lenses) with two parts of different focal lengths. 
@ noun (in plural) bifocal spectacles. 


bifurcate /'barfekert/ verb (-ting) divide into 
two branches; fork. o bifurcation noun. 
big adjective (-gg-) 1 large (in size, amount, 
intensity, etc.). 2 important; significant. 3 
grown-up. 4 boastful. 5 colloquial ambitious. 6 
colloquial generous. 7 (usually + with) advanced 
in pregnancy. @adverb colloquial 1 in big 
manner. 2 with great effect; impressively. o Big 
Apple US slang New York City. Big Brother 
seemingly benevolent dictator. big business 
large-scale commerce. big end end of connecting 
rod in engine, encircling crank-pin. big-head col- 
loquial conceited person. big-headed adjective. 
big-headedness zoun. big-hearted generous: 
big name famous person. big shot colloquial 
important person. big time Slang highest rank 
among entertainers. big top main tent at circus. 
bigwig colloquial important person. ina big way 
colloquial with great enthusiasm. o biggish 
adjective. bigness noun. 
m adjective 1 (big thing, person, etc.) above 
average, slang almighty, ample, broad, bulky, 
burly, capacious, colossal, commodious, 
considerable, elephantine, enormous, extensive, 
fat, formidable, gargantuan, generous, giant, 
gigantic, grand, great, gross, hearty (appetite), 
heavy, hefty, high, huge, colloquial hulking, husky, 
immense, impressive, colloquial jumbo, king-size, 
large, largish, lofty, long, mammoth, massive, 
mighty, monstrous, monumental, mountainous, | 
overgrown, oversized, prodigious, roomy, 
sizeable, spacious, stupendous, substantial, 
swingeing (increase), tall, colloquial terrific, thick, 
colloquial thumping, colloquial tidy (sum), titanic, 
towering, colloquial tremendous, vast, 
voluminous, weighty, colloquial whacking, 
colloquial whopping, wide; (big number) see 
INFINITE. 2 great, important, influential, main, 
major, momentous, powerful, prime, principal, 
Serious, significant. 


bigamy ['bigami/ noun (plural -ies) crime of 
making second marriage while first is stil] valid. 
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o bigamist noun. bigamous adjective. 

bight /bart/ noun 1 recess of coast; bay. 2 loop of 
rope. 

bigot /'bigat/ noun obstinate and intolerant 
adherent of creed or view. o bigoted adjective, 


bigotry noun. 
m dogmatist, fanatic, zealot. bigoted biased, 
intolerant, one-sided, partial, prejudiced. 


bijou /"bi:zu:/ noun (plural -x same pro- 
nunciation) jewel, trinket. © adjective (bijou) 
small and elegant. [French] 
bike colloquial noun bicycle; motorcycle. © ver} 
(-king) ride a bike. o biker noun. 
bikini /br'kimnt/ noun (plural -s) woman’s brief 
two-piece bathing suit. 
bilateral /barlætər(ə)l/ adjective 1 of, on, or 
with two sides. 2 between two parties. o bilater- 
ally adverb. 
bilberry /‘bilbart/ noun (plural -ies) 1 N. Euro- 
pean heathland shrub. 2 its small dark blue 
edible berry. 
bile noun 1 bitter fluid secreted by liver to aid 
digestion. 2 bad temper, peevishness. 
bilge /bilds/ noun 1 nearly flat part of ship’s 
bottom. 2 (in full bilge-water) foul water in bilge. 
3 slang nonsense, rubbish. 
bilharzia /bil'ha:tste/‘noun disease caused by 
tropical parasitic flatworm. 
biliary /‘bitert/ adjective of bile. 
bilingual /bar'lmgw(e)l/ adjective of, in, or 
speaking two languages. 
bilious /‘biltes/ adjective 1 affected by disorder 
of the bile. 2 bad-tempered. o biliousness noun. 
bilk verb slang evade payment of: cheat. 
bill’ noun 1 statement of charges for goods, work 
done, etc. 2 draft of proposed law. 3 poster; 
leaflet. 4 programme of entertainment. 5 US 
banknote. © verb 1 send statement of charges to. 
2 announce; put in programme. 3 (+ as) advertise 
as. O bill of exchange written order to pay sum 
on given date. bill of fare menu. billposter, bill- 
sticker person who pastes up advertisements on 
hoardings etc. 
a noun 1 account, invoice, statement, tally. 3 
advertisement, broadsheet, bulletin, circular, 
handout, leaflet, notice, placard, poster, sheet. 


bil? noun 4 beak (of bird). 2 narrow promontory. 
© verb (of doves etc.) stroke bill with bill. o bill 
and coo exchange caresses. 

bi noun historical weapon with hook-shaped 

ade. 

billabong /‘bilebon/ noun Australian branch of 
river forming backwater. 

billboard noun large outdoor board for advert 
isements. 

billet! /‘bilit/ noun 1 place where soldier etc. is 
lodged. 2 colloquial appointment, job. @ verb (-t-) 
quarter (soldiers etc.). 

billet? /‘bilit/ noun 4 thick piece of firewood. 2 
small metal bar. 
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billet-doux< /bilr'du:/ noun (plural billets-doux 
/-'du:z/) love letter. 


billhook noun 
instrument. 


billiards /‘brljadz/ noun game played with cues 
and 3 balls on cloth-covered table. o billiard ball, 
room, table, etc. ones used for billiards. 


billion /‘biljan/ noun (plural same) 1 thousand 
million. 2 million million. 3 (billions) colloquial 
very large number. o billionth adjective & noun. 


billow /‘bilau/ noun 1 wave. 2 any large mass. 
o verb rise or move in billows. o billowy adjec- 
tive. 


u verb balloon, belly, bulge, fill out, heave, puff out, 
rise, roll, surge, swell, undulate. 
billy‘ /'bil/ noun (plural -ies) (in full billycan) 
Australian tin or enamel outdoor cooking pot. 


billy? /'bilt/ noun (plural -ies) (in full billy goat) 
male goat. 


bin noun large receptacle for rubbish or storage. 
Obin-liner bag for lining rubbish bin. binman 
colloquial dustman. 


binary /‘bamert/ adjective 1 of two parts; dual. 2 
of system using digits 0 and 1 to code informa- 
tion. 


bind /bamd/ verb (past & past participle bound 
/baund/) 1 tie or fasten tightly. 2 restrain. 3 
(cause to) cohere. 4 compel; impose duty on. 5 
edge with braid etc. 6 (often + up) put bandage 
etc. round. 7 fasten (pages of book) into cover. 
o noun colloquial nuisance; restriction. 
u verb 1 attach, clamp, connect, fasten, hitch, hold 
together, join, lash, link, rope, secure, strap, tie, 
truss. 3 cohere, combine, consolidate, fuse, unify, 
unite, weld. 4 compel, constrain, force, 
necessitate, oblige, require. 6 bandage, cover, 
dress, encase, swathe, wrap. 


concave-edged pruning- 


binder noun 1 cover for loose papers. 2 sub- 
stance that binds things together. 3 historical 
sheaf-binding machine. 4 bookbinder. 

bindery noun (plural -ies) bookbinder’s work- 
shop. 

binding noun 1 book cover. 2 braid etc. for 
edging. © adjective obligatory. 
| adjective see COMPULSORY, FORMAL 5. 


bindweed noun convolvulus. 

binge /bmds3/ slang noun bout of excessive 
eating, drinking, etc.; spree. everb (-ging) 
indulge in binge. 

bingo /‘bmgau/ noun gambling game in which 
each player marks off numbers on card as they 
are called. } 

binnacle /'bmək(ə)l/ noun case for ship’s 
compass. 

binocular /barnokjulə/ adjective for both eyes. 

binoculars /brnvkjulez/ plural noun instru- 
ment with lens for each eye, for viewing distant 
objects. 


binomial /bar'neumrel/ noun algebraic expres- 


billet-doux | birth 


sion of: ‘sum or difference of two terms. © adjective 
consisting of two terms. 


bio- combining form 1 biological. 2 life. 


biochemistry /bareu'kemistri/ moun chem- 
istry of living organisms. o biochemical adjec- 
tive. biochemist noun. 


biodegradable /bareudr'greideb(e)l/ adjective 
able to be decomposed by bacteria or other living 
organisms. 

biography [bar'ogreft/ noun (plural -ies) 
written life of person. o biographer noun. bio- 
graphical /-o'greef-/ adjective. 


u autobiography, life, life story, memoirs, 
recollections. 


biological /bato'lnd3ik(e)1/ adjective of biology; 
of living organisms. 0 biological warfare use of 
bacteria etc. to spread disease among enemy. 
a biologically adverb. 


biology /bar'vled31/ noun study of living organ- 
isms. o biologist noun. 

bionic /bar'onik/ adjective having electronically 
operated body parts. 


biorhythm /‘bareorid(2)m/ noun biological 
cycle thought to affect person’s physical or 
mental state. 


biosphere /‘batousfie/ noun earth’s crust and 
atmosphere containing life. 


bipartite /bar'pa:tart/ adjective 1 of two parts. 2 
involving two parties. 

biped /‘bamped/ noun two-footed animal. 
© adjective two-footed. 


biplane /‘barplem/ noun aeroplane with two 
pairs of wings, one above the other. 


birch noun 1 tree with thin peeling bark. 2 
bundle of birch twigs used for flogging. e verb 
flog with birch. 

bird noun 4 feathered vertebrate with two wings 
and two feet. 2 slang young woman. Oa bird in 
the hand something secured or certain. birdlime 
sticky stuff spread to catch birds. bird of 
passage 1 migratory bird. 2 person who travels 
habitually. bird of prey one hunting animals for 
food. birdseed seeds as food for caged birds. 
bird’s-eye view general view from above. birds 
of a feather similar people. bird table platform 
on which food for wild birds is placed. 


birdie /‘ba:di/ noun 4 colloquial little bird. 2 Golf 
hole played in one under par. 


biretta /brreta/ noun square cap of RC priest. 


Biro /‘batarau/ noun (plural -s) proprietary term 
kind of ballpoint pen. 


birth noun 1 emergence of young from mother’s 
body. 2 origin, beginning. 3 ancestry; inherited 
position. birth control prevention of un- 
desired pregnancy. birthday anniversary of 
birth. birthmark unusual mark on body from 
birth. birth rate number of live births per thou- 
sand of population per year. birthright rights 
belonging to one by birth. give birth bear child, 
young, etc. give birth to 1 produce (young). 2 
originate, found. 


birthplace | black 


m 1 childbirth, confinement, delivery, labour, 
nativity, formal parturition. 2 see BEGINNING 1,2. 3 
ancestry, background, blood, breeding, 
derivation, descent, extraction, family, genealogy, 
line, lineage, parentage, pedigree, race, stock, 
strain. o give birth to 1 bear, breed, bring forth, 
drop, produce. 2 begin, develop, engender, found, 
generate, originate, produce, start, yield. 


birthplace noun place where person was born. 


biscuit /‘biskit/ moun 1 flat thin unleavened 
cake, usually crisp and sweet. 2 fired unglazed 
pottery. 3 light brown colour. 

bisect /bar'sekt/ verb divide into two (usually 
equal) parts. 0 bisection noun. bisector noun. 


| B cross, cut in half, divide, halve, intersect. 


bisexual /bat'sekJuel/ adjective 1 feeling or 
involving sexual attraction to members of both 
sexes. 2 hermaphrodite. @ noun bisexual person. 
o bisexuality /-'zl-/ noun. 


bishop /'bifap/ oun 1 senior clergyman usually 
in charge of diocese. 2 mitre-shaped chess piece. 


bishopric /‘bifaprik/ noun office or diocese of 
bishop. 

bismuth /'bizme0/ noun 1 reddish-white metal- 
lic element. 2 compound of it used medicinally. 


bison /'bats(2)n/ noun (plural same) wild ox. 
bisque’ /bi:sk/ noun rich soup. 


bisque? /bisk/ noun advantage of one free point 
or stroke in certain games. 


bisque’ /bisk/ noun fired unglazed pottery. 


bistre /‘bista/ noun brown pigment made from 
soot. 


bistro /'bi:strau/ noun (plural-s) small informal 
restaurant. 


bit’ noun 1 small piece or amount. 2 short time 
or distance. 3 mouthpiece of bridle. 4cutting part 
of tool etc. o bit by bit gradually. 
m 1 atom, bite, chip, crumb, dollop, fraction, 
fragment, gobbet, grain, helping, iota, modicum, 
morsel, mouthful, part, particle, piece, portion, 
sample, scrap, section, segment, share, slice, 
Snippet, soupgon, speck, colloquial spot, taste, 
titbit, trace. 2 flash, instant, colloquial jiffy, minute, 
momen colloquial second, colloquial tick, time, 
while. 


bit? past of sire. 


bit? noun Computing unit of information 
expressed as choice between two possibilities. 


bitch /bitJ/ noun 1 female dog, fox, or wolf. 2 
offensive slang spiteful woman. © verb colloquial 
1 speak spitefully. 2 grumble. 


bitchy adjective slang spiteful. a bitchily 
adverb. bitchiness noun. 


bite verb (-ting; past bit; past participle bitten) 1 
nip or cut into or off with teeth. 2 sting. 3 pene- 
trate, grip. 4 accept bait. 5 be harsh in effect, esp. 
intentionally. e noun 1 act of biting. 2 wound 
so made. 3 small amount to eat. 4 pungency. 5 
iIncisiveness. O bite the dust slang 1 die. 2 fail. 
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m verb 1 champ, chew, crunch, gnaw, masticate, 
munch, nibble, nip, snap, tear at. 2 pierce, Sting. 3 
grip, hold. © noun 1, 2 nip, pinch, sting. 3 bit, 
morsel, mouthful, nibble, snack, taste. 


bitter /'bita/ adjective 1 having sharp pungent 
taste; not sweet. 2 causing pain or sorrow. 3 
showing or feeling resentment; harsh, virulent, 
4 piercingly cold. © noun 1 bitter beer, Strongly 
flavoured with hops. 2 (in plural) liquor with 
bitter flavour, esp. of wormwood. o bitterly 
adverb. bitterness noun. 
m adjective 4 acid, acrid, harsh, sharp, sour, 
unpleasant. 2 distasteful, distressing, galling, 
hateful, heartbreaking, painful, poignant, 
sorrowful, unhappy, unwelcome, upsetting. 3 
acerbic, acrimonious, angry, cruel, cynical, 
embittered, envious, harsh, hostile, jaundiced, 
jealous, malicious, rancorous, resentful, savage, 
sharp, spiteful, stinging, vicious, violent, virulent, 
waspish. 4 biting, cold, fierce, freezing, colloquial 
perishing, piercing, raw. 


bittern /‘bit(e)n/ noun wading bird of heron 
family. 

bitty adjective (-ier, -iest) made up of bits. 

bitumen /‘bitjumm/ noun tarlike mixture of 
hydrocarbons derived from petroleum. o bitu- 
minous /bi'tju:mmas/ adjective. 

bivalve /'barvælv/ noun aquatic mollusc with 
hinged double shell. @ adjective with sucha shell. 

bivouac /'bivuæk/ noun temporary encamp- 
ment without tents. © verb (-ck-) make, or camp 
in, bivouac. 

bizarre /br‘za:/adjective1 strange in appearance 
or effect. 2 grotesque. o bizarreness noun. 

m curious, eccentric, fantastic, freakish, 

grotesque, odd, outlandish, outré, peculiar, 

strange, surreal, colloquial weird. 


blab verb (-bb-) talk or tell foolishly or indis- 
creetly. 


black adjective 1 very dark; having no colour 
from absence or complete absorption of light. 2 
(Black) of human group with dark skin, esp. 
African. 3 heavily overcast. 4 angry, gloomy. 5 
sinister, wicked. 6 declared untouchable by 
workers in dispute. © noun 1 black colour, paint, 
clothes, etc. 2 (player using) darker pieces in 
chess etc. 3 (of tea or coffee) without milk. 4 
(Black) member of dark-skinned race, esp. 
African. © verb 1 make black. 2 declare (goods 
etc.) ‘black’. o black and blue badly bruised. 
black and white 1 not in colour. 2 comprising 
only opposite extremes. 3 (after in) in print. 
black art (after the) black magic. blackball 
exclude from club, society, etc. black beetle 
common cockroach. black belt (holder of) 
highest grade of proficiency in judo, karate, etc. 
black box flight recorder. black comedy 
comedy presenting tragedy in comic terms. 
black eye bruised skin round eye. blackfly kind 
of aphid. Black Forest gateau chocolate sponge 
with cherries and whipped cream. blackhead 
black-topped pimple. black hole region of space 
from which matter and radiation cannot escape: 
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black ice thin hard transparent ice. blacklead 
graphite. blackleg derogatory person refusing to 
join strike etc. black magic magic supposed to 
invoke evil spirits. Black Maria slang police van. 
black mark mark of discredit. black market 
illicit traffic in rationed, prohibited, or scarce 
commodities. black marketeer person who 
trades in the black market. Black Mass travesty 
of Mass in worship of Satan. black out 1 effect 
blackout on. 2 undergo blackout. blackout 1 tem- 
porary loss of consciousness or memory. 2 loss 
of electric power, radio reception, etc. 3 compul- 
sory darkness as precaution against air raids. 
black pudding sausage of blood, suet, etc. Black 
Rod chief usher of House of Lords. black sheep 
disreputable member. blackshirt historical 
Fascist. black spot place of danger or trouble. 
blackthorn thorny shrub bearing white flowers 
and sloes. black tie man’s formal evening dress. 
black velvet mixture of stout and champagne. 
black widow venomous spider of which female 
devours male. in the black in credit or surplus. 
a blackness noun. 

u adjective 1 blackish, coal-black, dark, ebony, 
inky, jet, jet-black, moonless, pitch-black, 
pitch-dark, raven, esp. poetical sable, sooty, 
starless, unlit. 3 dark, dusky, funereal, gloomy, 
murky, overcast. © verb 2 see BLACKLIST verb. 

o blackleg colloquial derogatory scab, 
strikebreaker, traitor. 


blackberry noun (plural-ies) dark edible fruit 
of bramble. 

blackbird noun European songbird. 

blackboard noun board for chalking on in 
classroom etc. 

blackcurrant noun 1 small black fruit. 2shrub 
on which it grows. 

blacken verb 1 make or become black. 2 
slander. 

blackguard /'bleega:d/ noun villain, scoundrel. 
o blackguardly adjective. 

blacking noun black polish for boots and shoes. 

blacklist noun list of people etc. in disfavour. 
© verb put on blacklist. A 

u verb ban, bar, black, blackball, boycott, debar, 

disallow, exclude, ostracize, preclude, proscribe, 

put an embargo on, repudiate, snub, veto. 


blackmail noun 1 extortion of payment in 
return for silence. 2 use of threats or pressure. 
@verb extort money from (person) thus. 
o blackmailer noun. 


blacksmith noun smith working in iron. 

bladder /'blædə/ noun sac in humans and other 
animals, esp. that holding urine. 

blade noun 1 cutting part of knife etc. 2 razor 
blade. 3 flat part of oar, spade, propeller, etc. 4 
flat narrow leaf of grass and cereals. 5 flat bone 
in shoulder. 6 poetical sword. 

m 6 see SWORD. 


blame verb (-ming) 1 assign fault or responsibil- 
ity to. 2 (+ on) assign responsibility for (error 
etc.) to. © noun 1 responsibility for bad result. 2 


blackberry | blarney 


blaming; attributing of responsibility. o blame- 
able adjective (US also blamable). blameless 
lective. 
m verb 1 accuse, admonish, censure, charge, 
archaic chide, condemn, criticize, denounce, hold 
responsible, incriminate, rebuke, formal 
reprehend, reprimand, reproach, formal reprove, 
round on, scold, tax, upbraid. © noun 1 
accountability, culpability, fault, guilt, liability, 
onus, responsibility. 2 accusation, castigation, 
censure, charge, complaint, condemnation, 
criticism, imputation, incrimination, slang rap, 
recrimination, reprimand, reproach, formal 
reproof, colloquial stick, stricture. o blameless 
faultless, guiltless, innocent, irreproachable, 
moral, unimpeachable, upright. 


blameworthy adjective deserving blame. 
a blameworthiness noun. 


blanch /bla:ntJ/verb1 make or grow pale. 2 peel 

(almonds etc.) by scalding. 3 immerse briefly in 

poing water. 4 whiten (plant) by depriving it of 
ight. 


blancmange /ble'mond3/ noun sweet opaque : 
jelly of flavoured cornflour and milk. 


bland adjective 1 mild; insipid, tasteless. 2 
gentle, suave. o blandly adverb. 
a 1 banal, boring, characterless, dull, flat, insipid, 
mild, nondescript, soft, soothing, tasteless, trite, 
unappetizing, unexciting, uninspiring, 
uninteresting, vapid, watery, weak, colloquial 
wishy-washy. 2 affable, amiable, calm, gentle, mild, 
smooth, suave. 


blandishment /‘blendifmant/ noun (usually 
in plural) flattering attention; cajolery. 


blank adjective 1 not written or printed on. 2 (of 
form etc.) not filled in. 3 (ofspace) empty. 4 plain, 
unadorned. 5 without interest, result, or expres- 
sion. @ noun 1 space to be filled up in form etc. 2 
blank cartridge. 3 empty space or surface. 4 dash 
written in place of word. o blank cartridge one 
without bullet. blank cheque one with amount 
left for payee to fill in. blank verse unrhymed 
verse, esp. iambic pentameters. o blankly 
adverb. 
m adjective 1, 2 clean, unfilled, unmarked, unused. 
3, 4 bare, clear, empty, plain, spotless, unadorned, 
void. 5 apathetic, baffled, baffling, dead, deadpan, 
emotionless, expressionless, featureless, glazed, 
immobile, impassive, inane, inscrutable, lifeless, 
poker-faced, uncomprehending, unresponsive, 
vacant, vacuous. @ noun 1 box, break, gap, line, 
space. 3 emptiness, nothingness, vacuity, 
vacuum, void. 


blanket /‘blenkit/ noun 1 large esp. woollen 
sheet as bed-covering etc. 2 thick covering layer. 
@ adjective general; covering all cases or classes. 
e verb (-t-) cover (as) with blanket. a blanket 
stitch stitch used to finish edges of blanket etc. 


blare verb (-ring) 1 sound or utter loudly. 2 make 
sound of trumpet. @ noun blaring sound. 


blarney /‘bla:nt/ noun cajoling talk; flattery. 
@ verb (-eys, -eyed) flatter, use blarney. 


blasé | blessing 


blasé /‘bla:zer/ adjective bored or indifferent, 
esp. through familiarity. 

blaspheme /blæs'fi:m/ verb (-ming) 1 treat reli- 
gious name or subject irreverently. 2 talk irrev- 


erently about. 
| m curse, execrate, profane, swear. 


blasphemy /'blesfemi/ noun (plural -ies) 
(instance of) blaspheming. O blasphemous 
adjective. 

m o blasphemous disrespectful, godless, 

impious, irreligious, irreverent, profane, 

sacrilegious, sinful, ungodly, wicked. 


blast /bla:st/ noun 1 strong gust. 2 explosion. 3 
destructive wave of air from this. 4 loud note 
from wind instrument, car horn, whistle, etc. 5 
colloquial severe reprimand. © verb 1 blow up 
with explosive. 2 (of wind) blow fiercely. 3 blight, 
destroy; curse. 4 (cause to) make explosive 
sound. 5 colloquial reprimand severely. 6 collo- 
quial shoot; shoot at. © interjection damn. 0 blast 
furnace one for smelting with compressed hot 
air driven in. blast off (of rocket) take off from 
launching site. o blast-off noun. 

m noun 1 gale, gust, wind. 2, 3 see EXPLOSION 1-2. 

4 blare, din, noise, racket, roar, sound. @ verb 1 

see EXPLODE 1,2. O blast off see LAUNCH’ verb 2. 


blasted colloquial adjective annoying. © adverb 
extremely. 


blatant /‘blert(s)nt/ adjective flagrant, un- 
ashamed. o blatantly adverb. 

m apparent, barefaced, bold, brazen, 

conspicuous, evident, flagrant, glaring, obtrusive, 

obvious, open, overt, shameless, stark, 

unconcealed, undisguised, unmistakable, visible. 


blather /‘blzda/ noun (also blether /‘bleda/) 
foolish talk. @ verb talk foolishly. 


blaze' noun 1 bright flame or fire. 2 violent out- 
burst of passion. 3 bright display or light. © verb 
(-zing) 1 burnorshine brightly or fiercely. 2 burn 
with excitement etc. o blaze away shoot con- 
tinuously. 

m noun 1 conflagration, fire, flame, holocaust, 

inferno. 2 flare-up, outburst, rush, surge. © verb 1 

burn, flame, flare, shine. 2 burn, erupt, flame, flare. 


blaze? noun white mark on face of horse or 
chipped in bark of tree. @ verb (-zing) mark (tree, 
path) with blaze(s). 


blazer noun jacket without matching trousers, 
esp. lightweight and part of uniform. 


blazon ['blerz(ə)n/ verb 1 proclaim. 2 describe 
or paint (coat of arms). 0 blazonry noun. 


bleach verb whiten in sunlight or by chemical 
process. @ noun bleaching substance or process. 

m verb blanch, discolour, etiolate, fade, lighten, 

pale, peroxide (hair), whiten. 


bleak adjective 1 exposed, windswept. 2 dreary, 
grim. o bleakness noun. 
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m 1 bare, barren, blasted, chilly, cold, desolate, 
exposed, windswept, wintry. 2 cheerless, 
comfortless, depressing, dismal, dreary, grim, 
hopeless, joyless, sombre, uncomfortable, 
unpromising. 


bleary /'bliərı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 dim. 
sighted. 2 blurred. obleary-eyed having dim 
sight. 

m 2 blurred, blurry, cloudy, dim, filmy, fogged, 

foggy, fuzzy, hazy, indistinct, misty, murky, 

obscured, smeary, unclear, watery. 


bleat verb 1 utter cry of sheep, goat, etc. 2 speak 
plaintively. © noun bleating cry. 


bleed verb (past & past participle bled) 1 emit 
blood. 2 draw blood from. 3 colloquial extort 
money from. 


bleep noun intermittent high-pitched sound. 
© verb 1 make bleep. 2 summon by bleep. 


bleeper noun small electronic device alerting 
person to message by bleeping. 


biemish /‘blem1s/ noun flaw, defect, stain. 
© verb spoil, mark, stain. 

a noun blot, blotch, defect, deformity, 

disfigurement, eyesore, fault, flaw, imperfection, 

mark, mess, scar, smudge, speck, spot, stain. 

© verb deface, disfigure, flaw, mar, mark, scar,- 

spoil, stain, tarnish. 


blench verb flinch, quail. 


blend verb 1 mix (various sorts) into required . 
sort. 2 become one. 3 mingle intimately. © noun 
mixture. 

m verb 1 beat, combine, mix, stir together, whip, 

whisk. 2 amalgamate, coalesce, combine, 

compound, fuse, harmonize, integrate, merge, 
synthesize, unite. 3 literary commingle, 
intermingle, intermix, mingle. © noun alloy, 
amalgam, amalgamation, combination, 

composite, compound, concoction, fusion, 

mélange, mix, mixture, synthesis, union. 


blender noun machine for liquidizing or chop- 
ping food. 


blenny /‘blent/ noun (plural -ies) spiny-finned 
sea fish. 


bless verb (past & past participle blessed, poet- 
ical blest)1 ask God to look favourably on. 2 con- 
secrate. 3 glorify (God). 4 thank. 5 make happy. 
m 2 anoint, consecrate, dedicate, grace, hallow, 
make sacred, ordain, sanctify. 3 adore, exalt, extol, 
glorify, archaic magnify, praise. 


blessed /'blesid/ adjective 1 holy. 2 euphemistic 
cursed. 3 RC Church beatified. 4 happy, fortu- 
nate. o blessedness noun. 


m 1 adored, divine, hallowed, holy, revered, 
sacred, sanctified. 4 see HAPPY 1-2. 


blessing noun 1 invocation of divine favour: 2 
grace said at meals. 3 approval. 4 benefit, advan: 
tage. 
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u 1 benediction, consecration, prayer. 2 grace, 
prayer. 3 approbation, approval, backing, 
concurrence, consent, leave, permission, 
sanction, support. 4 advantage, asset, benefit, 
boon, comfort, convenience, godsend, help. 


blether = BLATHER. 
blew past of BLow'. 


blight /blart/ noun 1 disease of plants caused by 
insects or fungi. 2 insect or fungus causing such 
disease. 3 harmful or destructive force. © verb 1 
affect with blight. 2 spoil, destroy. 

‘| a noun 1 canker, mildew, rot, rust. 3 affliction, 

ailment, bane, cancer, canker, curse, decay, 

disease, evil, illness, infestation, misfortune, 

pestilence, plague, pollution, scourge, sickness, 

trouble. © verb 2 see SPOIL verb 1,2. 


blighter noun colloquial annoying person. 

blimey ['blamı/ interjection slang: expressing 
surprise. 

blimp noun 1 small non-rigid airship. 2 (also 
(Colonel) Blimp) reactionary person. 


blind /blamd/ adjective 1 without sight. 2 
without adequate foresight, discernment, or 
information. 3 (often + to) unwilling or unable to 
appreciate (a factor). 4 not governed by purpose. 
5 reckless. 6 concealed. 7 closed at one end. 
overb1 deprive of sight or judgement. 2 deceive. 
© noun 1 screen for window. 2 thing used to hide 
truth. 3 obstruction to sight or light. © adverb 
blindly. o blind date colloquial date between two 
people who have not met before. blind man’s buff 
game in which blindfold player tries to catch 
others. blind spot 1 spot on retina insensitive 
to light. 2 area where vision or judgement fails. 
blindworm slow-worm. turn a blind eye to 
pretend not to notice; disregard. o blindly 
adverb. blindness noun. 

a adjective 1 blinded, eyeless, sightless, 

unseeing, visually handicapped. 2 blinkered, 

heedless, ignorant, inattentive, indifferent, 
indiscriminate, insensible, insensitive, irrational, 
mindless, oblivious, prejudiced, unaware, 
unobservant, unreasoning. © verb 1 dazzle, make 
blind. 2 see DECEIVE 1. © noun 1 awning, cover, 
curtain, screen, shade, shutters. 


blindfold verb cover eyes of (person) with tied 
cloth etc. @ noun cloth etc. so used. © adjective & 
adverb 1 with eyes covered. 2 without due care. 


blink verb 1 shut and open eyes quickly. 2 (often 
+ back) prevent (tears) by blinking. 3 shine 
unsteadily, flicker. © noun 1 act of blinking. 2 
momentary gleam. o blink at ignore, shirk. on 
the blink slang (of machine etc.) out of order. 


m verb 3 coruscate, flash, flicker, flutter, gleam, 
glimmer, shimmer, sparkle, twinkle. 


blinker noun (usually in plural) either of 
Screens on bridle preventing horse from seeing 
Sideways. @ verb 1 obscure with blinkers. 2 (as 
blinkered adjective) prejudiced, narrow-minded. 

blinking adjective & adverb slang: expressing 
mild annoyance. 


blip noun 1 minor deviation or error. 2 quick 


blether | blond 


popping sound. 3 small image on radar screen. 


bliss noun 1 perfect joy. 2 being in heavı 
n blissful adjective, blissfully adverb, ai 
u blessedness, delight, ecstasy, euphoria, felicity, 
gladness, glee, happiness, heaven, joy, nirvana, 
paradise, pleasure, rapture. 


blister /‘bliste/ noun 1 small bubble on skin 
filled with watery fluid. 2 any swelling resem- 
bling this. © verb 1 become covered with blisters. 
2 raise blister on. 


blithe /blaid/ adjective 1 poetical cheerful, 
happy. 2 carefree, casual. o blithely adverb. 


blithering /‘bliderm/ adjective colloquial 4 
utter, hopeless. 2 contemptible. 


blitz /blits/ colloquialnoun intensive (esp. aerial) 
attack. © verb inflict blitz on. 


blizzard /‘blizad/ noun severe snowstorm. 


bloat verb 1 inflate, swell. 2 (as bloated 
adjective) puffed up, swollen. 


a 2 (bloated) dilated, distended, enlarged, 
inflated, puffy, swollen. 


‘bloater noun herring cured by salting and 


smoking. 
blob noun small drop or spot. 


bloc noun group of governments etc. sharing 
some common purpose. 


block oun solid piece ofhard material. 2large 
building, esp. when subdivided. 3 group of build- 
ings surrounded by streets. 4 obstruction. 5large 
quantity as a unit. 6 piece of wood or metal 
engraved for printing. @ verb 1 obstruct (passage 
etc.); impede. 2 restrict use of. 3 stop (cricket 
ball) with bat. a block and tackle system of 
pulleys and ropes used for lifting. blockboard 
board with core of wooden strips. blockbuster 
slang very successful film, book, etc. blockhead 
stupid person. block capitals, letters separate 
capital letters. block out shut out (light, noise, 
view, etc.). block up 1 shut in. 2 fill (window 
etc.) in. block vote vote proportional in size to 
number of people voter represents. mental block 
mental inability due to subconscious factors. 
m noun 1 bar, brick, cake, chock, chunk, hunk, 
ingot, lump, mass, piece, slab. 4 see BLOCKAGE. 
@ verb 1 (block a passage) bar, barricade, bung up, 
choke, clog, close off, congest, constrict, dam, fill, 
jam, obstruct, plug, shut off, stop up; (block a plan) 
deter, halt, hamper, hinder, hold back, impede, 
prevent, prohibit, resist, scotch, stonewall, stop, 
thwart. 


blockade /blo'kerd/ noun surrounding or 
blocking of place by enemy. everb (-ding) 
subject to blockade. 


blockage noun obstruction. 


m barrier, block, bottleneck, congestion, 
constriction, hindrance, impediment, jam, 
obstacle, obstruction, resistance, stoppage. 


bloke noun slang man, fellow. 


blond (of woman, usually blonde) adjective 
light-coloured; fair-haired. @ noun blond person. 


blood | blow 


n adjective bleached, fair, flaxen, golden, light, 
platinum, silvery, yellow. 


blood /blad/ noun 1 fluid, usually red, circulat- 
ing in arteries and veins of animals. 2 killing, 
bloodshed. 3 passion, temperament. 4 race, 
descent. 5 relationship. © verb 1 give first taste 
of blood to (hound). 2 initiate (person). o bad 
blood ill feeling. blood bank store of blood for 
transfusion. bloodbath massacre. blood count 
number of corpuscles in blood. blood-curdling 
horrifying. blood donor giver of blood for trans- 
fusion. blood group any of types ofhuman blood. 
bloodhound large keen-scented dog used for 
tracking. bloodletting surgical removal of blood. 
blood orange red-fleshed orange. blood 
poisoning diseased condition due to 
micro-organisms in blood. blood pressure pres- 
sure of blood in arteries. blood relation one 
related by birth. bloodshed killing. bloodshot 
(of eyeball) inflamed. blood sport one involving 
killing of animals. bloodstain discoloration 
caused by blood. bloodstained 1 stained with 
blood. 2 guilty of bloodshed. bloodstream circu- 
lating blood. bloodsucker 1 leech. 2 extortioner. 
bloodthirsty eager for bloodshed. bloodthirsti- 
ness eagerness for bloodshed. blood vessel vein, 
artery, or capillary carrying blood. 
a o bloodshed bloodletting, butchery, carnage, 
killing, murder, slaughter, slaying, violence. 
bloodthirsty barbaric, brutal, cruel, feral, 
ferocious, fierce, homicidal, inhuman, murderous, 
pitiless, ruthless, colloquial sadistic, sanguinary, 
savage, vicious, violent, warlike. 


bloodless adjective 1 without blood or blood- 
shed. 2 unemotional. 3 pale. 


bloody adjective (-ier; -iest) 1 of or like blood. 2 
running or stained with blood. 3 involving blood- 
shed, cruel. 4 coarse slang annoying. 5 coarse 
slang very great. e@adverb coarse slang 
extremely. @ verb (-ies, -ied) stain with blood. 
o bloody-minded colloquial deliberately unco- 
operative. 

a adjective 2 bleeding, bloodstained, raw. 3 

bloodthirsty, brutal, cruel, gory, sanguinary. 


bloom /blu:m/ noun 1 flower; flowering state. 2 
prime; freshness. 3 fine powder on fruit etc. 
@ verb 1 bear flowers; be in flower. 2 flourish. 

m noun 1 blossom, bud, floret, flower. 2 beauty, 

blush, flush, glow, prime. @ verb 1 blossom, bud, 

burgeon, come out, flower, grow, open, sprout. 2 

be healthy, blossom, burgeon, develop, flourish, 

prosper, thrive. 


bloomer’ noun slang blunder. 

bloomer noun long loaf with diagonal marks. 

bloomers plural noun colloquial woman's long 
loose knickers. 

blooming adjective 1 flourishing, healthy, 2 
slang annoying. 3 slang very great. @ adverb 
slang extremely. 


blossom /'blosam/ noun 1 flower. 2 mass of 
flowers on tree. @verb 1 open into flower. 2 
flourish. 
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blot noun 1 spot of ink etc. 2 disgraceful act. 3 
blemish, ugliness. © verb (-tt-) 1 make blot on: 
stain. 2 dry with blotting paper. oblot one’s 
copybook damage one’s reputation. blot out 4 
obliterate. 2 obscure. blotting paper absorbent 
paper for drying wet ink. 

m noun 1 blob, blotch, mark, smear, smirch, 

smudge, colloquial splodge, spot, stain. 3 

blemish, defect, eyesore, fault, flaw. © verb 1 

bespatter, blemish, blotch, blur, disfigure, mar, 

mark, smudge, spoil, spot, stain. o blot out 1 see 

OBLITERATE. blot one’s copybook see MISBEHAVE, 


blotch noun 1 inflamed patch on skin. 2 irregu- 
lar patch of colour. a blotchy adjective (-ier, 
-iest). 


a o blotchy blemished, brindled, discoloured, 
inflamed, marked, patchy, smudged, spotty, 
streaked, uneven. 


blotter noun device holding blotting paper. 


blouse /blauz/ noun 1 woman’s shirtlike 
garment. 2 type of military jacket. 


blow’ /blau/ verb (past blew /blu:/; past parti- 
ciple blown) 1 send directed air current esp. from 
mouth. 2 drive or be driven by blowing. 3 move 
as wind does. 4 sound (wind instrument). 5 (past 
participle blowed) slang curse, confound. 6 clear 
(nose) by forceful breath. 7 pant. 8 make or shape 
by blowing. 9 break or burst suddenly. 10 (cause 
to) break electric circuit. 11 slang squander. 
@noun 1 blowing. 2 short spell in fresh air. 
o blow-dry arrange (hair) while using hand-held 
dryer. blowfly bluebottle. blow in 1 send inwards 
by explosion. 2 colloquial arrive unexpectedly. 
blowlamp device with flame for plumbing, 
burning off paint, etc. blow one’s own trumpet 
praise oneself. blow one’s top (US also stack) 
colloquial explode in rage. blow out 1 extinguish 
by blowing. 2 send outwards by explosion. 
blow-out noun 1 colloquial burst tyre. 2 slang 
large meal. blow over fade away. blowpipe tube 
for blowing through, esp. one from which dart 
or arrow is projected. blowtorch US blowlamp. 
blow up 1 explode. 2 colloquial rebuke strongly. 
3 colloquial lose one’s temper. 4 inflate. 5 eX 
aggerate. 6 colloquial enlarge (photograph). 
blow-up noun colloquial enlargement of photo- 
graph. 
m verb 1 breathe, exhale, puff. 2 drive, fan, waft, 
whirl. 3 blast, gust, puff, roar, waft, whine, whistle. 
blow up 1 (blow up a dam) blast, bomb, 
dynamite, shatter; (the device blew up) burst, 
erupt, explode, go off; (blow up a bomb) detonate, 
set off. 3 erupt, get angry, lose one's temper, rage- 
4 dilate, enlarge, expand, fill, inflate, pump UP- 5 
exaggerate, magnify, make worse, overstate. 


blow? /bleu/ noun 1 hard stroke with hand oF 
weapon. 2 disaster, shock. 

m 1 bang, bash, slang belt, slang biff, box (0n ears) 
buffet, bump, colloquial clip, clout, clump, hit, jolt, 
knock, punch, rap, slap, slang slosh, smack, 
colloquial sock, stroke, swat, colloquial swip®; 
thump, thwack, colloquial wallop, welt, colloquia 
whack. 2 affliction, bombshell, calamity, 
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disappointment, disaster, misfortune, shock, 
surprise, upset. 


blower /'bləvə/ noun 1 device for blowing. 2 col- 
loquial telephone. 


blowy /blout/ adjective (-ier, -iest) windy. 

blowzy /'blavzı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 4 
coarse-looking, red-faced. 2 dishevelled. 

blub verb (-bb-) slang sob. 


blubber /'blabə/ noun whale fat. e verb sob 
noisily. o blubbery adjective. 


bludgeon /'blad3(ə)n/ noun heavy club. © verb 
1 beat with bludgeon. 2 coerce. 


blue /blu:/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 coloured like clear 
sky. 2 sad, depressed. 3 pornographic. © noun 
4 blue colour, paint, clothes, etc. 2 person who 
represents Oxford or Cambridge University at 
sport. 3 (in plural) type of melancholy music of 
American black origin. 4 (the blues) depression. 
overb (blues, blued, bluing or blueing) slang 
squander. o blue baby one with congenital heart 
defect. bluebell woodland plant with bell-shaped 
blue flowers. blueberry small edible blue or 
blackish fruit of various plants. blue blood noble 
birth. bluebottle large buzzing fly. blue cheese 
cheese with veins of blue mould. blue-collar 
manual, industrial. blue-eyed boy colloquial 
favourite. bluegrass type of country and 
western music. Blue Peter blue flag with central 
white square hoisted before sailing. blueprint 1 
photographic print of building plans etc. in white 
on blue paper. 2 detailed plan. bluestocking 
usually derogatory intellectual woman. blue tit 
small blue and yellow bird. blue whale rorqual 
(largest known living mammal). 

a adjective 1 aquamarine, azure, cerulean, cobalt, 

indigo, navy, sapphire, sky blue, turquoise, 

ultramarine. 2 see saD 1. 3 see BAWDY. © verb see 

SQUANDER. O blueprint design, draft, model, 

outline, pattern, pilot, plan, proposal, prototype. 


blue blood noun noble birth. o blue-blooded 
adjective. 

bluff! verb pretend to have strength, knowledge, 
etc. © noun bluffing. 


u verb literary cozen, deceive, delude, dupe, fool, 
hoodwink, mislead. 


bluff? adjective 1 blunt, frank, hearty. 2 with 
- TER or vertical broad front. © noun bluff head- 
and. 


blunder /'blandə/ noun serious or foolish 
mistake. @ verb 1 make blunder. 2 move about 
clumsily. 
@ noun colloquial boob, botch, slang clanger, 
error, fault, faux pas, gaffe, colloquial howler, 
indiscretion, miscalculation, misjudgement, 
mistake, slip, colloquial slip-up, solecism. @ verb 
1 botch, bumble, bungle, slang drop a clanger, err, 
foul up, slang goof, go wrong, make a mistake, 
mess up, miscalculate, misjudge, colloquial put 
One's foot in it, colloquial slip up. 2 flounder, 
Stumble. 


blunderbuss /'blandəbas/ noun historical 
Short large-bored gun. 


blower | board 


blunt adjective 1 without sh edge or poin 
plain-spoken. © verb make blunt ee aloan 
o bluntly adverb. bluntness noun. 
ua adjective 1 dull, rounded, thick, unpointed, 
unsharpened, worn. 2 abrupt, bluff, brusque, 
candid, curt, direct, downright, forthright, frank, 
honest, insensitive, outspoken, plain-spoken, 
rude, straightforward, tactless, unceremonious, 
undiplomatic. © verb abate, allay, deaden, dull, 
lessen, numb, soften, take the edge off, weaken. 


blur verb (-rr-) 1 make or become less distinct. 2 
smear. @ noun indistinct object, sound, memory, 
etc. o blurred adjective. blurry adjective. 

a verb 1 befog, cloud, conceal, confuse, darken, 

dim, fog, mask, muddle, obscure, unfocus. 2 

Smear, smudge. o blurred bleary, blurry, clouded, 

cloudy, confused, dim, faint, foggy, fuzzy, hazy, 

ill-defined, indefinite, indistinct, misty, nebulous, 
out of focus, smoky, unclear, unfocused, vague. 


biara noun promotional description, esp. of 
ook. 


blurt verb (usually + out) utter abruptly or tact- 
lessly. 

(blurt out) blab, burst out with, come out with, 

cry out, disclose, divulge, exclaim, give away, let 

out, let slip, reveal, tell, utter. 


blush verb 1 be or become red (as) with shame 
or embarrassment. 2 be ashamed. e@noun 1 
blushing. 2 pink tinge. 


| m verb 1 colour, flush, glow, go red, redden. 


blusher noun coloured cosmetic for cheeks. 


bluster /‘blasta/ verb 1 behave pompously. 2 
storm boisterously. @ noun 1 noisy pompous 
talk. 2 empty threats. oblustering adjective. 
blustery adjective. 

a o blustering angry, boasting, boisterous, 

bragging, bullying, crowing, defiant, domineering, 
hectoring, noisy, ranting, self-assertive, colloquial 

showing off, storming, swaggering, threatening, 
literary vaunting, violent. blustery gusty, squally, 
unsettled, windy. 


BMA abbreviation British Medical Association. 


BMX noun 1 organized bicycle racing on dirt 
track. 2 bicycle used for this. 


BO abbreviation colloquial body odour. 


boa /'bəvə/ noun 1 large snake that kills its prey 
by crushing it. 2 long stole of fur or feathers. 
u boa constrictor species of boa. 

boar noun 1 male wild pig. 2 uncastrated male 
pig. 

board noun 1 thin piece of sawn timber. 2 ma- 
terial resembling this. 3 slab of wood etc., e.g. 
ironing board, notice board. 4 thick stiff card. 5 
provision of meals. 6 directors of company; con- 
mittee. 7 (the boards) stage. @ verb 4goon board 
(ship etc.). 2 receive, or provide with, meals and 
usually lodging. 3 (usually + up) cover with 
boards. o board game game played on a board. 
boarding house unlicensed house providing 
board and lodging. boarding school one in 
which pupilslivein term-time. boardroom room 


boarder | Bohemian 


where board of directors meets. on board on or 
into ship, train, aircraft, etc. 

a noun 1, 2 blockboard, chipboard, panel, plank, 
plywood, sheet, slab, slat, timber, weatherboard. 

6 cabinet, committee, council, directorate, jury, 
panel. @ verb 4 catch, embark (on), enter, get on, 
go aboard. 2 accommodate, billet, feed, house, 
lodge, put up, quarter, stay. 


boarder noun person who boards, esp. at board- 
ing school. 
boast verb 1 declare one’s achievements etc. 
with excessive pride. 2 have (desirable thing). 
@noun 1 boasting. 2 thing one is proud of. 
Uboaster noun. boastful adjective. boast- 
fulness zoun. 
m verb 1 blow one’s own trumpet, bluster, brag, 
crow, exaggerate, gloat, praise oneself, colloquial 
show off, sing one’s own praises, swagger, 
colloquial swank, colloquial talk big, literary vaunt. 
o boaster colloquial big-head, braggart, poser, 
colloquial show-off, swaggerer. boastful 
colloquial big-headed, bragging, colloquial cocky, 
conceited, egotistic(al), ostentatious, proud, 
puffed up, swaggering, colloquial swanky, 
colloquial swollen-headed, vain, vainglorious. 


boat noun 1 small vessel propelled by oars, sails, 

or engine. 2 ship. 3 long low jug for sauce etc. 
© verb go in boat, esp. for pleasure. 0 boat-hook 

` long pole with hook for moving boats. boathouse 
shed at water’s edge for boats. boatman person 
who hires out or provides transport by boats. 
boat people refugees travelling by sea. 
boat-train train scheduled to connect with ship. 

m noun 1 craft, colloquial ship, vessel. 

a boatman bargee, coxswain, ferryman, 

gondolier, oarsman, rower, sailor, waterman, 

yachtsman. 


boater noun flat straw hat with straight brim. 


boatswain /'baus(e)n/ noun (also bosun) ship’s 
officer in charge of equipment and crew. 


bob’! verb (-bb-) 1 move up and down. 2 rebound. 
3 (usually + up) appear suddenly. 4 cut (hair) in 
bob. 5 curtsy. @noun 1 bobbing movement. 2 
curtsy. 3 hairstyle with hair hanging evenly 
above shoulders. 4 weight on pendulum etc. 
o bobtail 1 docked tail. 2 horse or dog with this. 
m verb 1 bounce, dance, hop, jerk, jig about, jolt, 

jump, leap, nod, twitch. 3 (bob up) see APPEAR 1. 


pop oun (pluralsame) historical slang shilling 
= 5p). 

bobbin [‘bobm/ oun spool or reel for thread etc. 
pobble ['bob(ə)l/ noun small woolly ball on hat 
etc. 


bobby /'‘bvbr/noun( plural-ies)colloguialpolice 
officer. 


bobsled noun US bobsleigh. 


bobsleigh noun racing sledge steered and 
braked mechanically. 


bod noun colloguial person. 


bode verb (-ding) o bode well, ill be good or bad 
sign. 
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bodge /bnd3/ = BoTcH. 


bodice /'bodis/ noun part of woman’s dress 
above waist. 


bodily /‘bodrli/ adjective of the body. © adver 1 
as a whole (body). 2 in person. 


bodkin /‘bodkm/ noun blunt thick needle for 
drawing tape etc. through hem. 


body /‘bod1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 physical struc- 
ture of person or animal, alive or dead. 2 person's 
or animal’s trunk. 3 main part. 4 group of people 
regarded as unit. 5 quantity, mass. 6 piece of 
matter. 7 colloquial person. 8 full or substantia] 
quality of flavour etc. 9 body stocking 
o body-building exercises to enlarge and 
strengthen muscles. bodyguard escort or per- 
sonal guard. body politic state, nation. body 
shop workshop where bodywork is repaired. 
body stocking woman’s undergarment covering 
trunk. bodywork outer shell of vehicle. 

1 build, figure, form, frame, physique, shape; 

(dead body) cadaver, carcass, corpse, mortal 

remains, remains, slang stiff. 2 torso, trunk. 4 

association, band, committee, company, 

corporation, group, society. 5 accumulation, 

agglomeration, collection, corpus, mass. 

o bodyguard defender, guard, slang minder, 

protector. 


Boer /'bo:/ noun S. African of Dutch descent. 
boffin /‘bofm/ noun colloquial researchscientist. 


bog noun 1 (area of) wet spongy ground. 2 slang 
lavatory. © verb (usually in passive) 1 cause to be 
stuck. 2 (+ down) hinder. o boggy adjective (-ier, 
-iest). 
a noun 1 fen, marsh, marshland, mire, literary 
morass, mudflat(s), peat bog, quagmire, salt 
marsh, slough, swamp, wetland(s). © verb 1 (get 
bogged) get stuck, sink. 2 (get bogged down) be 
hampered, be hindered, get into difficulties, get 
stuck. 5 


bogey! /‘baugi/ noun (plural -s) Golf 1 score of 
one more than par for hole. 2 (formerly) par. 

bogey? /"baugi/ noun (also bogy) (plural -eys 
or -ies) 1 evil or mischievous spirit. 2 awk 
thing. 

bogeyman noun (also bogyman) person (real 
or imaginary) causing fear or difficulty. 
boggle /'bog(ə)l/ verb (cling) colloquial be 
startled or baffled. 


bogie /'baugi/ noun wheeled undercarriag® 
below locomotive etc. 


bogus /‘bauges/ adjective sham, spurious. 


m counterfeit, fake, false, fictitious, fraudulent, ` 
imitation, colloquial phoney, sham, spurious. 


bogy = Bocey? 
tive of 


Bohemian /bav'‘hi:mien/ noun 1 na ; 
Bohemia. 2 (also bohemian) socially unconvert 
tional person, esp. artist or writer. @ adjectivé i 
of Bohemia. 2 (also bohemian) socially unc? 
ventional. o bohemianism noun. 
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a adjective 2 colloquial arty, bizarre, eccentric, 
colloquial hippie, informal, nonconformist, Offbeat, 
unconventional, unorthodox, colloquial way-out, 
colloquial weird. 


boil’ verb 4 (of liquid or its vessel) bubble up with 
heat; reach temperature at which liquid turns to 
vapour. 2 bring to boiling point. 3 subject to heat 
of boiling water; cook thus. 4 be agitated, esp. 
by anger. Onoun 1 boiling. 2 boiling point. 
o boiling (hot) colloquial very hot. boiling point 
temperature at which a liquid boils. boil over 
spill over in boiling. 


a verb 1 bubble, effervesce, foam, seethe, steam. 
| 3 cook, heat, simmer, stew. 4 see RAGE verb 1. 


boil? noun inflamed pus-filled swelling under 
skin. 

a abscess, blister, carbuncle, chilblain, eruption, 

gathering, gumboil, inflammation, pimple, pock, 

pustule, sore, spot, ulcer, esp. US slang zit. 


boiler noun 1 apparatus for heating hot-water 
supply. 2 tank for heating water or turning it 
into steam. 3 vessel for boiling things in. o boiler 
suit protective garment combining trousers and 
shirt. 


boisterous /'boisteras/ adjective 1 noisily 
cheerful. 2 (of weather, sea, etc.) violent, rough. 
o boisterousness noun. 

u 1 animated, disorderly, exuberant, irrepressible, 

lively, loud, noisy, obstreperous, riotous, 

rollicking, rough, rowdy, tumultuous, 

undisciplined, unrestrained, unruly, uproarious, 

wild. 2 rough, stormy, tempestuous, violent, wild. 


bold /bəvld/ adjective 1 confident; adventurous, 
courageous. 2 impudent. 3 distinct, vivid. 
O boldly adverb. boldness noun. 
a 1 adventurous, audacious, brave, confident, 
courageous, daredevil, daring, dauntless, 
enterprising, fearless, foolhardy, forceful, gallant, 
hardy, heroic, intrepid, plucky, rash, reckless, 
resolute, self-confident, unafraid, valiant, 
valorous, venturesome. 2 brash, brazen, cheeky, 
forward, colloquial fresh, impertinent, impudent, 
insolent, pert, presumptuous, rude, saucy, 
shameless, unashamed. 3 big, bright, clear, 
conspicuous, colloquial eye-catching, large, 
obvious, prominent, pronounced, showy, striking, 
strong, vivid. 


bole noun trunk of tree. 


bolero noun (plural -s) 4 /be'learav/ Spanish 
dance. 2 /'bolerau/ woman’s short jacket without 
fastenings. 


Boll [baul/ noun round seed vessel of cotton, flax, 
etc. 


bollard /‘bola:d/ noun short thick post instreet 
etc. 2 post on ship or quay for securing ropes to. 

boloney [bə'ləvnı/ noun slang nonsense. 

bolshie /‘bolji/ adjective (-r, -st) (also Bolshie) 
slang rebellious, uncooperative. 

bolster /‘baulsta/ noun long cylindrical pillow. 


©verb (usually + up) 1 encourage. 2 support, 
Prop up. 


m noun cushion, pillow. © verb 1 see su 
4. 2 see SUPPORT verb 1,2. pip mead. 


bolt! /bault/ noun 1 door-fastening of metal 
ba 
and socket. 2headed metal pin aded with Aet 
or nut. 3 discharge of lightning. 4 arrow shot 
from crossbow. 5 bolting. @ verb 1 fasten with 
bolt. 2 (+ in, out) keep in or out by bolting door. 
3 dart off, run away. 4 (of horse) escape from 
control. 5 gulp down unchewed. 6 run to seed. 
ūbolt from the blue complete surprise. 
bolt-hole means of escape. bolt upright erect. 
a noun 1 bar, catch, fastening, latch, lock. 2 peg, 
pin, rivet, rod, screw. 4 arrow, dart, missile, 
projectile. © verb 1 bar, close, fasten, latch, lock, 
secure. 3, 4 abscond, dart away, dash away, 
escape, flee, fly, run off, rush off. o bolt from the 
blue see SURPRISE noun 1. 


bolt? /bault/ verb (also boult) sift. 


bomb /bom/ noun 1 container filled with explo- 
sive, incendiary material, etc., designed to 
explode and cause damage. 2 (the bomb) the 
atomic bomb. 3 slang large amount of money. 
overb 1 attack with bombs; drop bombs on. 2 
colloquial travel fast. o bombshell great sur- 
prise or disappointment. 


| m verb 1 see BOMBARD 1. 


bombard /bom'ba:d/ verb 1 attack with heavy 
guns etc. 2 question or abuse persistently. 3 
subject to stream of high-speed particles. 0 bom- 
bardment noun. 
m 1 assail, assault, attack, batter, blast, colloquial 
blitz, bomb, fire at, pelt, pound, shell, shoot at, 
strafe. 2 badger, beset, harass, importune, pester, 
colloquial plague. 0 bombardment attack, 
barrage, colloquial blast, colloquial blitz, 
broadside, burst, cannonade, discharge, fusillade, 
hail, salvo, volley. 


bombardier /bpmbe'dia/ noun 1 artillery NCO 
below sergeant. 2 USairman whoreleases bombs 
from aircraft. 

bombast /‘bombeest/ moun pompous or extra- 
vagant language. 0 bombastic /-'bæs-/ adjective. 

a o bombastic extravagant, grandiloquent, 

grandiose, high-flown, inflated, pompous, turgid. 


Bombay duck /‘bombei/ noun dried fish eaten 
as relish, esp. with curry. 

bomber noun 1 aircraft equipped for bombing. 
2 person who throws or plants bomb. o bomber 
jacket one gathered at waist and cuffs. 


bona fide /bauna 'fardı/ adjective & adverb in 
good faith; genuine(ly). 

bonanza /be'nenze/ noun 1 source of great 
wealth. 2 large output, esp. from mine. 

bon-bon noun sweet. 

bond noun 1 thingor force that unites. 2 (usually 
in plural) thing or force that restrains. 3 binding 
agreement. 4 certificate issued by government 
or company promising to repay money at fixed 
rate of interest. 5 adhesiveness. 6 document 
binding person to pay or repay money. 7 linkage 
of atoms in molecule. @ verb 1 bind or connect 


bondage | boor 


together. 2 put in bond. ubond paper 
high-quality writing paper. in bond stored by 
Customs until duty is paid. 

u noun 1 affiliation, affinity, attachment, 
connection, link, relationship, tie, unity. 2 
fastening, restraint; (bonds) chains, cords, fetters, 
handcuffs, manacles, ropes, shackles. 3 
agreement, compact, contract, covenant, 
guarantee, pledge, promise, word. © verb 1 see 
STICK? 4. 


bondage /"bondids/ noun 1 slavery. 2 subjec- 
tion to constraint. 

u 1 enslavement, historical serfdom, servitude, 

slavery, literary thraldom, historical vassalage. 2 

oppression, subjection, subjugation, 

suppression. 


bondsman /‘bondzmen/ noun serf, slave. 


bone noun 1 any of separate parts of vertebrate 
skeleton. 2 (in plural) skeleton, esp. as remains. 
3 substance of which bones consist. @verb 
(ning) remove bones from. o bone china fine 
semi-translucent earthenware. bone dry com- 
pletely dry. bone idle completely idle. bone 
marrow fatty substance in cavity of bones. bone- 
meal crushed bone as fertilizer. boneshaker 
jolting vehicle. 

bonehead noun slang stupid person. 0 bone- 
headed adjective. 

bonfire noun open-air fire. 


bongo /‘bongau/ noun (plural -s or -es) either of 
pair of small drums played with fingers. 


bonhomie /bonv'mi:/ noun geniality. 

bonkers /‘boynkaz/ adjective slang crazy. 

bonnet /'‘bonit/ noun 1 woman’s or child’s hat 
tied under chin. 2 Scotsman’s floppy beret. 3 
hinged cover over engine of vehicle. 

bonny /‘bon1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) esp. Scottish 
& Northern English healthy-looking, attractive. 

bonsai /‘bonsai/ noun (plural same) 1 dwarfed 
tree or shrub. 2 art of growing these. 


bonus /'beunes/ noun 1 extra benefit. 2 extra 
payment. 

m 1 addition, advantage, benefit, extra, plus. 2 

bounty, commission, dividend, gift, gratuity, 

handout, honorarium, largesse, payment, 

colloquial perk, reward, supplement, tip. 


bon voyage /b3 vwa:'ja:3/ interjection have a 
good trip. [French] 

bony /‘baunt/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 thin with 
prominent bones. 2 having many bones. 3 of or 
like bone. 

m 1 angular, emaciated, gangling, gawky, lanky, 

lean, scraggy, scrawny, skinny, thin, ungainly. 


boo interjection 1 expressing disapproval or con- 
tempt. 2 sound intended to surprise. © noun utter- 
ane of ‘boo’. © verb (boos, booed) utter boos 
at). 
boob noun 1 colloquial silly mistake. 2 slang 
woman's breast. @ verb colloquial make mistake. 


booby /'bu:bi/ noun (plural -ies) silly or 


16 


awkward person. 0 booby prize prize for com: 
last. booby trap 1 practical joke in form ore 
2 disguised bomb etc. triggered by unknow 
victim. 

book /buk/ noun 1 written or printed work wi 
pages bound along one side. 2 work intendeq fo 
publication. 3 bound set of blank sheets for 
writing or drawing in. 4 bound set of tickets 
stamps, matches, cheques, etc. 5 (in plural) set of 
records or accounts. 6 main division of lite 
work or Bible. 7 telephone directory. 8 colloquial 
magazine. 9 libretto. 10 record of bets made 
© verb 1 reserve (seat etc.) in advance. 2 engasa 
(entertainer etc.). 3 take personal details of 
(offender). 4 enter in book or list. 0 bookcase 
cabinet of shelves for books. bookend prop to 
keep books upright. bookkeeper person who 
keeps accounts. bookmaker professional taker 
of bets. bookmark thing for marking place in 
book. bookplate decorative personalized label 
in book. book token voucher exchangeable for 
books. bookworm 1 colloquial devoted reader. 2 
larva that eats through books. the good book the 
Bible. 

m noun 1, 2 booklet, copy, edition, hardback, 

manuscript, paperback, publication, scroll, tome, 

volume, work, writing. 3 album, diary, exercise 

book, jotter, journal, ledger, notebook, scrapbook, 

sketchbook. 8 see MAGAZINE 1. © verb 1 buy, order, 

organize, reserve. 2 arrange, engage, organize, 

sign up. 3 arrest, take details of, take name of. 


ing 


bookie /'bukı/ noun colloquial bookmaker. 

bookish adjective 1 fond of reading. 2 getting 
knowledge mainly from books. 

booklet /‘buklit/ moun small usually paper- 
covered book. 


| E brochure, leaflet, pamphlet. 


boom! /bu:m/ oun deep resonant sound. @ verb 
make or speak with boom. 

a noun bang, blast, explosion, reverberation, roar, 

rumble. © verb bang, bellow, blast, resonate, 

reverberate, roar, rumble, thunder. 


boom? /bu:m/ noun period of economic prosper- 
ity or activity. @ verb be suddenly prosperous. 
m noun bonanza, boost, expansion, growth, 
improvement, increase, prosperity, spurt, 
upsurge, upturn. © verb see PROSPER. 


boom? /bu:m/ noun 1 pivoted spar to which sail 
is attached. 2 long pole carrying camera, M1 
phone, etc. 3 barrier across harbour etc. 


| E 3 see BARRIER 1. = 


boomerang /‘bu:marzey/ noun flat V-shaped 
Australian hardwood missile returning 
thrower. @ verb (of plan) backfire. 

boon! /bu:n/ noun advantage, blessing. 

boon? /bu:n/ adjective intimate, favourite. 

boor /bua/ noun ill-mannered person. 0 bo 
adjective. boorishness noun. 

8 O boorish barbarian, colloquial ignorant, 


‘ill-bred, ill-mannered, loutish, oafish, philistine: 
uncultured, vulgar. 


orish 
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boost /bu:st/ verb 1 promote, encourage; 

increase, assist. 2 push from below. @noun 1 

increase or advance in value, reputation etc. 2 

ush. 

pa verb 1 advance, aid, assist, augment, bolster, 
build up, buoy up, encourage, enhance, enlarge, 
expand, foster, further, give an impetus to, 
heighten, help, improve, increase, inspire, lift, 
promote, push, raise, support, sustain. 2 heave, 
hoist, lift, push up, raise. @ noun aid, 
encouragement, fillip, impetus, help, lift, push, 
stimulus. 


booster noun 1 device for increasing power or 
voltage. 2 auxiliary engine or rocket for initial 
speed. 3 dose renewing effect of earlier one. 


boot /bu:t/ noun 1 outer foot-covering reaching 
above ankle. 2 luggage compartment of car. 3 
‘colloquial firm kick. 4 colloquial dismissal. 
@ verb 1 kick. 2 (often + out) eject forcefully. 3 
(usually + up) make (computer) ready. o boot- 
lace cord for lacing boot. 


bootee /bu:'ti:/ noun baby’s soft shoe. 


booth /bu:ð/ noun 1 temporary structure used 
esp. as market stall. 2 enclosure for telephoning, 
voting, etc. 


n 1 stall, stand. 2 box, compartment, cubicle, hut, 
kiosk. 


bootleg /'bu:tleg/ adjective smuggled, illicit. 
© verb (-gg-) illicitly make or deal in. o bootleg- 
ger noun. 


bootless /‘bu:tlis/ adjective archaic unavailing, 
useless. 


bootstrap /'bu:tstræp/ noun a pull oneself up 
by one’s bootstraps better oneself by one’s 
unaided effort. 

booty ['bu:ti/ noun 1 loot, spoils. 2 colloquial 
prize. 

8 1 contraband, gains, haul, loot, pickings, 

plunder, spoils, slang swag, takings. 2 gains, loot, 

prize, trophies, winnings. 


booze colloquial noun alcoholic drink. © verb 
(-zing) drink alcohol, esp. excessively. 0 boozy 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 

boozer noun colloquial 1 habitual drinker. 2 
public house. 


bop' colloquial noun spell of dancing, esp. to pop 
music. © verb (-pp-) dance, esp. to pop music. 


bop? colloquial noun hit, blow. © verb (-pp-) hit. 


boracic /ba'reesik/ adjective of borax. 0 boracic 
acid boric acid. 


borage /‘borid3/ noun plant with leaves used as 
flavouring. 


borax I"bo:reeks/ noun salt of boric acid used as 
antiseptic. 

border /'bo:da/ noun 1 edge, boundary, or part 
near it. 2 line or region separating countries. 
3 distinct edging, esp. ornamental strip. 4 long 
harrow flower bed. @ verb 1 put or be border to. 
2 adjoin. o borderline noun line marking 


boundary or dividing two conditions. © adjective 
on borderline. 


boost | boss-eyed 


m noun 1 boundary, brim, brink, edge, frame, 
fringe, limit, margin, perimeter, periphery, rim, 
verge. 2 borderline, boundary, frontier, limit. 3 
edge, edging, frame, frieze, frill, fringe, hem, 
margin, surround, trimming. 4 bed, herbaceous 
border. © verb 1 see EDGE verb 2. 2 abuton, adjoin, 
be adjacent to, be alongside, join, touch. 


bore' verb (-ring) 4 make (hole), esp. with revolv- 
Ing tool. 2 make hole in. enoun 1 hollow of 
barrel or cylinder. 2 diameter of this. 3 
deep hole made to find water etc. 
m verb drill, gouge (out), mine, penetrate, 
perforate, pierce, sink, tunnel. 


bore? noun tiresome or dull person or thing. 
© verb (-ring) weary by tedious talk or dullness. 
O bored adjective. boring adjective. 
a verb exhaust, jade, tire, colloquial turn off, 
weary. O boring arid, commonplace, dead, 
dreary, dry, dull, flat, humdrum, long-winded, 
monotonous, prolix, repetitious, repetitive, 
soporific, stale, tedious, tiresome, trite, uneventful, 
unexciting, uninspiring, uninteresting, vapid, 
wearisome, wordy. 


bore? noun very high tidal wave rushing up 
estuary. 


bore‘ past of BEAR’. 

boredom noun being bored (BorE’). 

boric acid /‘bo:rik/ noun acid used as antisep- 
tic. 

born adjective 1 existing as a result of birth. 2 
being (specified thing) by nature. 3 (usually + to 
do) destined. 


a 2 congenital, genuine, instinctive, natural, 
untaught. 


borne past participle of Bear’. 

boron /‘bo:ron/ noun non-metallic element. 

borough /'bara/ noun 1 administrative area, 
esp. of Greater London. 2 historical town with 
municipal corporation. 

borrow /‘boreu/ verb 1 get temporary use of 
(something to be returned). 2 use another's 
(invention, idea, etc.). 0 borrower noun. 

u 1 be lent, have the loan of. 2 adopt, appropriate, 

copy, colloquial crib, make use of, obtain, pirate, 

plagiarize, take, use, usurp. 


Borstal /'bo:st(ə)l/ noun historical residential 
institution for youth custody. 

bosky /‘boski/ adjective literary wooded. 

bosom /‘buz(2)m/ noun 1 person’s breasts. 2 col- 
loquial each of woman's breasts. 3 enclosure 
formed by breast and arms. 4 emotional centre. 
o bosom friend intimate friend. 

j ial noun employer, manager, or 

bosa eae (usually + about, around) give 

orders to. 
u nourn see CHIEF NOUN. 

boss? noun round knob or stud. 

boss-eyed adjective colloquial 1 cross-eyed. 2 
crooked. 


bossy | boundless 


bossy adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial domin- 
eering. O bossiness noun. 7 : 
m aggressive, assertive, authoritarian, autocratic, 
bullying, despotic, dictatorial, domineering, 
exacting, hectoring, high-handed, imperious, 
lordly, magisterial, masterful, officious, ; 
oppressive, overbearing, peremptory, colloquial 
pushy, self-assertive, tyrannical. 


bosun = BOATSWAIN. 


botany /'botənı/ noun study of plants. 
u botanic(al) /bə'tæn-/ adjective. botanist noun. 


botch verb 1 bungle. 2 patch clumsily. © noun 


` bungled or spoilt work. 


both /bau0/ adjective & pronoun the two (notonly 
one). © adverb with equal truth in two cases. 


bother /'bnda/ verb 1 trouble, worry. 2 take 
trouble. © noun 1 person or thing that bothers; 
nuisance. 2 trouble, worry. © interjection: 
expressing irritation. obothersome /-səm/ 
adjective. 
m verb 1 annoy, bewilder, concern, confuse, 
disconcert, dismay, disturb, exasperate, harass, 
colloquial hassle, inconvenience, irk, irritate, 
molest, nag, perturb, pester, colloquial plague, 
trouble, upset, vex, worry. 2 be concerned, be 
worried, care, mind, take trouble, trouble oneself. 
@ noun 1 annoyance, inconvenience, irritation, 
nuisance, pest, problem, trouble, worry. 2 ado, 
difficulty, disorder, disturbance, fuss, colloquial 
hassle, to-do, trouble, worry. 


bottle /‘bot(s)l/ noun 1 container, esp. glass or 

plastic, for storing liquid. 2 liquid in bottle. 3 
slang courage. © verb (-ling) 1 put into bottles. 
2 preserve (fruit etc.) in jars. 3 (+ up) restrain 
(feelings etc.). o bottle bank place for depositing 
bottles for recycling. bottle green dark green. 
bottleneck 1 narrow congested area esp. on road 
etc. 2 thing that impedes. bottle party one to 
which guests bring bottles of drink. 

m noun 1 carafe, carboy, decanter, flagon, flask, 

jeroboam, magnum, phial. © verb 3 (bottle up) see 

SUPPRESS 2. 


bottom /'botəm/ noun 1 lowest point or part. 2 
buttocks. 3 less honourable end of table, class, 
etc. 4 ground under water. 5 basis. 6 essential 
character. @adjective lowest, last. @everb 1 
(usually + out) reach its lowest level. 2 find extent 
of. 3 touch bottom (of). o bottom line colloquial 
underlying truth; ultimate criterion. 

m noun 1 base, depth, foot, foundation, lowest 

point, nadir, pedestal, substructure, underneath, 

underside. 2 coarse slang arse, colloquial 
backside, colloquial behind, slang bum, buttocks, 
posterior, colloquial rear, rump, seat. 4 bed, floor, 

ground. 5 basis, grounds, origin, root, source. 6 

core, essence, heart. © adjective deepest, last, 

least, lowest, minimum. 


bottomless adjective 1 without bottom. 2 inex- 
haustible. 


m 1 deep, immeasurable, unfathomable, 
unplumbed. 2 see ENDLESS 1. 
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botulism /‘botjuliz(2)m/ noun poisoning caus 
by bacillus in badly preserved food. ed 
boudoir /'bu:dwa:/ noun woman's private room 
bougainvillaea /bu:gen'vilie/ noun tropica 
plant with large coloured bracts. 
bough /bav/ noun branch of tree. 
bought past & past participle of Buy. 
bouillon /‘bu;jon/ noun clear broth. 
boulder /‘bauldo/ noun large smooth rock. 
boulevard /‘bu:leva:d/ noun broad tree-lineg 
street. 
boult = Bot’. ; 
bounce /bauns/ verb (-cing) 1 (cause to) 
rebound. 2 colloquial (of cheque) be returned to 
payee by bank when there are no funds to meet 
it. 3 jump, spring; rush boisterously. © noun 4 
rebound. 2 colloquial swagger, self-confidence, 
3 aguiar liveliness. 0 bouncy adjective (-ier, 
-iest). 


m verb 1 rebound, recoil, ricochet, spring back. 3 
bob, bound, jump, leap, spring. 


bouncer noun slang doorman employed to eject 
troublemakers from nightclub etc. 

bouncing adjective big and healthy. 

bound! /baund/ verb 1 spring, leap. 2 (of ball 
etc.) bounce. © noun 1 springy leap. 2 bounce. 

m verb 1 bounce, caper, frisk, frolic, gambol, hop, 

hurdle, jump, leap, pounce, romp, skip, spring, 

vault. 2 bounce, rebound, recoil, ricochet. 


bound? /baund/ noun (usually in plural) 1 limi- 
tation, restriction. 2 border, boundary. © verb 1 
limit. 2 be boundary of. o out of bounds outside 
permitted area. Z 

bound? /baund/ adjective (usually + for) starting 
or having started. 


(bound for) aimed at, directed towards, going 
to, heading for, making for, off to, travelling 
towards. 


bound’ /baund/ past & past participle of BIND. 
bound to 1 certain to. 2 compelled to. bound 
up with closely associated with. 

a o hound to 1 certain to, destined to, doomed to, 

fated to, sure to. 2 committed to, compelled to, 

constrained to, forced to, obligated to, obliged to, 

pledged to, required to. 


boundary /‘baunderi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 line 
marking limits. 2 Cricket hit crossing limit 
field. 3 Cricket runs scored for this. 

m 1 border, borderline, bounds, brink, 

circumference, confines, demarcation, edge, end, 

extremity, fringe, frontier, interface, limit, margin; 

perimeter, threshold, verge. 


bounder /‘baunde/ noun colloquial or jocular 


dishonourable person. 
boundless adjective unlimited. [bound 
lessness noun. 
m endless, everlasting, immeasurable, 
incalculable, inexhaustible, infinite, limitless: 
unbounded, unconfined, unflagging, unlimited, 
unrestricted, untold, vast. 
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pounteous /‘baunttes/ adjective poetical boun- 


tiful. 
pountiful /‘bauntiful/ adjective 1 generous. 2 
ample. 
bounty /‘bount!/ noun (plural-ies) 1 generosity. 
2 official reward; gift 
4 altruism, beneficence, benevolence, charity, 
generosity, giving, goodness, kindness, largesse, 
liberality, munificence, philanthropy, 
unselfishness. 


bouquet /bu:'ker/ noun 1 bunch of flowers. 2 
scent of wine. 3 compliment. o bouquet garni 
(/'ga:nt/) bunch or bag of herbs for flavouring. 


m 1 arrangement, bunch, buttonhole, corsage, 

bourbon /'b3:bən/ noun US whisky from maize 
and rye. 

bourgeois /'buəzwa:/ often derogatory adjective 
4 conventionally middle-class. 2 materialist. 3 
capitalist. @moun (plural same) bourgeois 
person. 

bourgeoisie /bue3zwa:'zi:/ noun bourgeois 
class. 

bourn /ba:n/ noun stream. 

bourse /buas/ noun money market, esp. 
(Bourse) Stock Exchange in Paris. 

bout noun 1 spell of work etc. 2 fit of illness. 3 
wrestling or boxing match. 

u 1, 2 attack, fit, period, run, spell, stint, stretch, 

time, turn. 3 battle, competition, contest, 

encounter, engagement, fight, match, round, 

colloquial set-to, struggle. 


boutique /bu:'ti:k/ noun small shop selling fash- 
ionable clothes etc. 

bouzouki /bu:'zu:k1/ noun (plural -s) form of 
Greek mandolin. 

bovine /'bəuvam/ adjective 1 of cattle. 2 dull, 
stupid. 

bow' /bau/ noun 1 weapon for shooting arrows. 
2 rod with horsehair stretched from end to end 
for playing violin etc. 3 knot with two loops. 4 
ribbon etc. so tied. 5 shallow curve or bend. 
@verb use bow on (violin etc.). 0 bow-legged 
having bandy legs. bow tie necktie in form of 
bow. bow window curved bay window. 

bow? /bau/ verb 1 incline head or body, esp. in 
greeting or acknowledgement. 2 submit. 3 
incline (head etc.). @ noun bowing. 

m verb 1 bend, curtsy, genuflect, historical 

kowtow, nod, prostrate oneself, salaam, stoop. 2 

Se@ SUBMIT 1. 3 bend, bob, drop, incline, nod. 


bow’ /bau/ noun 1 (often in plural) front end of 
boat or ship. 2 rower nearest bow. 
bowdlerize /'baudlerarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) expurgate. o bowdlerization noun. 
bowel /‘baval/ noun 4 (often in plural) intestine. 
2 (in plural) innermost parts. 
u 1 gut, intestine; (bowels) entrails, guts, 
colloquial innards, colloquial insides, viscera, 
Vitals. 2 (bowels) centre, core, depths, heart, 
colloquial innards, inside. 


bounteous | boy 


bower /'bava/ no 
un arbour; summer house. 
Shee Australasian bird, the male of 
which constructs elaborate bowers or runs. 
a ea gazebo, grotto, hideaway, 
, Pergola, recess, retreat, 
shelter, summer tious. er ee: 


bowie knife ['bəvr/ noun long hunting knife. 


bowl! /baul/ noun 4 dish, es iqui 
1 , esp. for food or liquid. 
2 any deep-sided container. 3 hollow ah of 


tobacco pipe, spoon, etc. 4 natur i 
depression. ah esr 


| u 1 basin, bath, casserole, container, dish, pan, 
tureen. 


bowl? /baul/ noun 1 hard heavy ball made with 
bias to run in curve. 2 (in plural; usually treated 
as singular) game with these on grass. © verb 1 
roll (ball etc.). 2 play bowls. 3 Cricket deliver ball. 
4 Cricket (often + out) put (batsman) out by 
knocking off bails with bowled ball. 5 (often + 
along) go along rapidly. a bowling alley long 
enclosure for skittles or tenpin bowling. bowling 
green lawn for playing bowls. 


l 8 verb 3 fling, hurl, lob, pitch, throw, toss. 


bowler’ /‘baula/ noun Cricket etc. playér who 
bowls. 


bowler’ /'bəvlə/ noun hard round felt hat. 


bowsprit /‘bausprit/ moun spar running 
forward from ship’s bow. 5 

box' noun 1 container, usually flat-sided and 
firm. 2 amount contained in this. 3 compartment 
in theatre, law court, etc. 4 telephone box. 5 facil- 
ity at newspaper office for replies to advertise- 
ment. 6 (the box) colloquial television. 7 
enclosed area or space. @ verb put in or provide 
with box. o box girder hollow girder with square 
cross-section. box junction yellow-striped road 
area which vehicle may enter only ifexitis clear. 
box office ticket office at theatre etc. box pleat 
two parallel pleats forming raised band. 


n noun 1 caddy, carton, case, casket, chest, 
| coffer, container, crate, pack, package, receptacle, 
trunk. 


box? verb 1 fight with fists as sport. 2 slap 
(person’s ears). © noun slap on ear. 


m verb 1 engage in fisticuffs, fight, punch, 
| colloquial scrap, spar. 2 see HIT verb 1. 
box? moun 1 evergreen shrub with small dark 
green leaves. 2 its wood. 
boxer noun 1 person who boxes. 2 short-haired 
dog with puglike face. n boxer shorts man's 
loose underpants. 


| m 1 prizefighter, pugilist, sparring partner. 
boxing noun fighting with fists, esp. aS sport. 
o konii glove padded glove worn in this. 
Boxing Day noun first weekday after 
Christmas Day. 


i 2son. 3 male 

boy noun 1 male child, young man. 
a @ interjection: expressing pleasure a 
prise, etc. 0 boyfriend person's regular e 


i 
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boycott | braise 


companion. boy scout Scout. a boyhood noun. 
boyish adjective. 


m noun 1 usually derogatory brat, colloquial kid, 

| lad, schoolboy, stripling, urchin, youngster, youth. 
boycott /‘borkvt/ verb 1 refuse social or com- 

mercial relations with. 2 refuse to handle 

(goods). @ noun such refusal. 
i m verb 1 avoid, blackball, blacklist, exclude, give 
the cold shoulder to, ignore, make unwelcome, 
ostracize, outlaw, prohibit, spurn, stay away from. 
2 avoid, black, reject. © noun ban, blacklist, 
embargo, prohibition. 


bra /bra:/ noun woman's undergarment sup- 
porting breasts. 

brace noun 1 device that clamps or fastens 
tightly. 2 timber etc. strengthening framework. 
3 (in plural) straps supporting trousers from 
shoulders. 4 wire device for straightening teeth. 
5 (plural same) pair. @verb (-cing) 1 make 
steady by supporting. 2 fasten tightly. 3 (esp. as 
bracing adjective) invigorate. 4 (often brace 
oneself) prepare for difficulty, shock, etc. 

m verb 3 (bracing) crisp, exhilarating, 

health-giving, invigorating, refreshing, 

restorative, stimulating, tonic. 


bracelet /‘breislit/ moun 1 ornamental band or 
chain worn on wrist or arm. 2 slang handcuff. 


brachiosaurus /brekie'sa:res/ noun (plural 
-ruses) huge long-necked plant-eating dinosaur. 
bracken /'brækən/ noun 1 large coarse fern. 2 
mass of these. 
bracket /'brekit/ noun 1 support projecting 
from vertical surface. 2 shelf fixed to wall with 
this. 3 punctuation mark used in pairs—( ), [ ], 
or { }—enclosing words or figures (see panel). 
4 group classified as similar or falling between 
limits. @ verb (-t-) 1 enclose in brackets. 2 group 
in same category. 
wager [breek1S/ adjective (of water) slightly 


bract noun leaflike part of plant growing before 
flower. 
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brad noun thin flat nail. 
bradawil /‘brzedo:1/ noun small boring-too}, 
brae /bret/ noun Scottish hillside. 


brag verb (-gg-) talk boastfully. © noun 1 ç 
game like poker. 2 boastful statement or talk. 


m verb blow one's own trumpet, boast, crow, gloat 
colloquial show off, colloquial talk big. g 
braggart /'brægət/ noun boastful person. 


Brahma /'bra:mə/ noun 1 Hindu Creator, 2 
supreme Hindu reality. 


Brahman /‘bra:man/ noun (plural -s) (also 
Brahmin) member of Hindu priestly caste. 


braid noun 1 woven band as edging or trimming, 
2 plait of hair. © verb 1 plait. 2 trim with braid. 


Braille /bretl/ noun system of writing and print- 
ing for the blind, with patterns of raised dots. 


brain noun 1 organ ofsoft nervous tissue in skull 
of vertebrates; centre of sensation or thought. 2 
(often in plural) intelligence. 3 colloquial intelli- 
gent person. © verb dash out brains of. o brain- 
child colloquial person’s clever idea or 
invention. brain drain colloquial emigration of 
skilled people. brainstorm © noun mental dis- 
turbance. @ verb hold brainstorming session 
(about). brainstorming pooling of spontaneous 
ideas about problem etc. brain-teaser colloquial 
puzzle or problem. brains trust group of experts 
answering questions, usually impromptu. brain- 
wash implant ideas or esp. ideology into (person) 
by repetition etc. brainwave colloquial bright 
idea. 

a noun 1 cerebrum, grey matter. 2 colloquial grey 

matter, intellect, intelligence, mind, colloquial 

nous, reason, sense, understanding, wisdom, wit. 

o brainwash condition, indoctrinate, re-educate. 


brainless adjective stupid, foolish. 
brainpower noun mental ability, intelligence. 
brainy adjective (-ier, -iest) intellectually clever. 


braise /brerz/ verb (-sing) stew slowly in closed 
container with little liquid. 


Brackets () [] 


Round brackets, also called parentheses, are used mainly to enclose: 
1 explanations and extra information or comment, e.g. 


Zimbabwe (formerly Rhodesia) 
He is (as he always was) a rebel. 


This is done using integrated circuits (see page 38). 
2 inthis dictionary, the type of word which can be used with the word being defined, e.g. 


crow ... (of baby) utter happy sounds 


pave ... cover (street, floor, etc.) with durable surface 


Square brackets are used mainly to enclose: 


1 words added by someone other than the original writer or speaker, e.g. 
Then the man said, ‘He [the police officer] can’t prove I did it.’ 
2 various special types of information, such as stage directions, e.g. 


HEDLEY: Goodbye! [Exit]. 
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brake noun 1 device for stopping or slowing 
wheel or vehicle. 2 thing that impedes. © verb 
(-king) 1 apply brake. 2 slow or stop with brake. 


bramble ['bræmb(ə)l/ noun wild thorny shrub, 
esp. blackberry. 
bran noun husks separated from flour. 


branch /bra:nt{/ noun 1 limb or bough of tree. 2 
lateral extension or subdivision of river, 
railway, family, etc. 3 local office of business. 
o verb (often + off) divide, diverge. o branch out 
extend one’s field of interest. 

n noun 1 arm, bough, limb, shoot, sprig, twig. 2 
department, division, offshoot, part, ramification, 
section, subdivision, wing. © verb diverge, divide, 
fork, ramify, split, subdivide. 0 branch out see 
DIVERSIFY 1,2. 


brand noun 1 particular make of goods; trade 
mark, label, etc. 2 (usually + of) characteristic 
kind. 3 identifying mark made with hot iron. 4 
iron stamp for this. 5 piece of burning or charred 
wood. 6 stigma. 7 poetical torch. © verb 1 mark 
with hot iron. 2 stigmatize. 3 assign trade mark 
etc. to. 4 impress unforgettably. o brand new 
completely new. 

noun 1 kind, label, make, sort, trade mark, type, 

variety. 2 see KIND Noun 2. © verb 1 burn, scar. 2 

characterize as, denounce as, discredit as, 

stigmatize as, vilify as. 3 identify, label, mark, 

stamp, tag. 


brandish /‘breend1S/ verb wave or flourish. 


brandy /'breendi/ noun (plural -ies) strong 
spirit distilled from wine or fermented fruit 
juice. o brandy snap crisp rolled gingerbread 
wafer. 


brash adjective 1 vulgarly assertive; impudent. 
2 rash, reckless. o brashly adverb. brashness 
noun. 

@ 1 arrogant, brazen, bumptious, colloquial cocky, 

impertinent, impudent, insolent, presumptuous, 

colloquial pushy, rude, self-assertive. 2 hasty, 

impetuous, impulsive, rash, reckless. 


brass /bra:s/ noun 1 yellow alloy of copper and 
zinc. 2 brass objects. 3 brass wind instruments. 
4 slang money. 5 brass memorial tablet. 6 collo- 
quial effrontery. @adjective made of brass. 
o brass band band of brass instruments. brass 
rubbing 1 reproducing of design from engraved 
brass on paper by rubbing with heelball. 2 
impression obtained thus. brass tacks slang 
essential details. 


brasserie /'bræsərı/ noun restaurant, origin- 
ally one serving beer with food. 

brassica |‘breestke/ noun plant of cabbage 
family. $ 

brassière [‘breezia/ noun bra. 

brassy /'bra:st/ adjective (-ier, -lest) 1 of or like 
ee 2 impudent. 3 vulgarly showy. 4 loud and 

8. 


brat noun usually derogatory child. 
bravado /bra'va:deu/ noun show of boldness. 
§ arrogance, bluster, machismo, swagger. 


brake | bread 


prave adjective (-r, -st) 1 able to face and endure 
a per or pain. 2 formal splendid, spectacular. 
a es ae ete bravely or defiantly. @ noun 
h n i 
levee lan warrior. O bravely adverb. 
a adjective 1 adventurous, audacious, bold, 
chivalrous, Cool, courageous, daring, dauntless, 
determined, fearless, gallant, game, colloquial 
gutsy, heroic, indomitable, intrepid, lion-hearted, 
macho, noble, plucky, resolute, spirited, stalwart 
stoical, stout-hearted, tough, unafraid, i 
uncomplaining, undaunted, unshrinking, valiant, 
valorous, venturesome. o bravery audacity, 
boldness, slang bottle, courage, daring, 
dauntlessness, determination, fearlessness, fibre, 
firmness, fortitude, gallantry, colloquial grit, 
colloquial guts, heroism, intrepidity, mettle, nerve, 
pluck, prowess, resolution, spirit, colloquial 
spunk, stoicism, tenacity, valour, will-power. 


bravo /bra:'vau/ interjection & noun (plural -s) 
cry of approval. 


bravura /bra'vjvera/ noun 1 brilliance of execu- 
tion. 2 music requiring brilliant technique. 


brawl noun noisy quarrel or fight. everb 1 
engage in brawl. 2 (of stream) flow noisily. 
o brawler noun. 

u noun affray, altercation, colloquial bust-up, 

clash, colloquial dust-up, fracas, fray, free-for-all, 

mêlée, colloquial punch-up, quarrel, colloquial 
row, colloquial scrap, scuffle, colloquial set-to, 

tussle: @ verb 1 see FIGHT verb 1. 


brawn noun 1 muscular strength. 2 muscle, lean 
flesh. 3 jellied meat made esp. from pig’s head. 
o brawny adjective (-ier, -iest). 

bray noun cry ofdonkey. 2 harsh sound. @ verb 
4 make a bray. 2 utter harshly. 


braze verb (-zing) solder with alloy of brass. 


brazen /‘breiz(a)n/ adjective 1 shameless. 2 ofor 
like brass. @ verb (+ out) face or undergo defi- 
antly. o brazenly adverb. brazenness noun. 

n adjective 4 barefaced, blatant, brassy, cheeky, 

defiant, flagrant, impertinent, impudent, insolent, 

rude, shameless, unabashed, unashamed. 


brazier /'brerzta/ noun pan or stand for holding 
burning coals. 

Brazil nut /bre'zil/ noun large S-sided S. 
American nut. = : 

ri:tf/ noun 1 breaking or neglect o! 

Drea eae etc. 2 breaking off of rela- 
tions; quarrel. 3 gap. © verb 1 break through. 2 
make gap in. 3 break (aw etc.). 

a noun 1 contravention, infringement, x 

transgression, violation. 2 alienation, difference, 

disagreement, divorce, drifting apart, 

estrangement, quarrel, rift, rupture, schism, x 

separation, split. 3 aperture, break, chasm, crack, 

fissure, gap, hole, opening, rent, space, split. 


bread /bred/ noun 1 baked dough of Tour 


i .3 

leavened with yeast. 2 necessary foo! 
ma ON: o breadcrumb small fragment of 
bread, esp. (in plural) for use in cooking. bread- 


breadth | breed 


line subsistence level. breadwinner person 
whose work supports a family. 


m 2see FOOD 1. 


breadth /bred@/ noun 1 broadness; distance 
from side to side. 2 freedom from mental limita- 
tions or prejudices. 


break /brerk/ verb (past broke; past participle 
broken /‘brauk(2)n/)1 separate into pieces under 
blow or strain; shatter. 2make or become inoper- 
ative. 3 break bone in (limb etc.). 4 interrupt; 
pause. 5 fail to observe or keep. 6 makeor become 
weak, destroy; tame, subdue. 7 weaken effect of 
(fall, blow, etc.). 8 surpass (record). 9 reveal or 
be revealed. 10 come, produce, change, etc., with 
suddenness or violence. 11 (of waves) curl over 
and foam. 12 (of voice) change in quality at 
manhood or with emotion. 13 escape; emerge 
from. @ noun 1 breaking. 2 point where thing is 
broken; gap. 3 pause in work etc. 4 sudden dash. 
5 a chance. 6 Cricket deflection of ball on boun- 
cing. 7 points scored in one sequence at billiards 
etc. o break away make or become free or separ- 
ate. break down 1 fail. 2 collapse. 3 demolish. 4 
analyse. break even make neither profitnor loss. 
break in 1 intrude forcibly esp. as thief. 2 inter- 
rupt.3 accustom to habit. 4 tame (animal); accus- 
tom (horse) to saddle, bridle, etc. breakneck (of 
speed) dangerously fast. break off 1 detach by 
breaking. 2 bring to an end. 3 cease talking etc. 
break open open forcibly. break out 1 escape by 
force. 2 begin suddenly. 3 (+ in) become covered 
in (rash etc.). breakout forcible escape. break 
person’s heart see HEART. break through pene- 
trate. breakthrough major advance in know- 
ledgeetc. break up 1 break into pieces. 2 disband. 
3 part. break-up 1 disintegration, collapse. 2 dis- 
persal. breakwater barrier breaking force of 
waves. break wind release gas from anus. 
m verb 4 breach, burst, colloquial bust, chip, crack, 
crumple, crush, damage, demolish, destroy, 
disintegrate, fracture, fragment, knock down, ruin, 
shatter, shiver, smash, smash to smithereens, 
snap, splinter, split, squash, wreck. 2 colloquial 
bust, damage, destroy, disable, ruin, wreck. 5 
contravene, defy, disobey, disregard, flout, go back 
on, infringe, transgress, violate. 8 beat, better, do 
more than, exceed, excel, go beyond, outdo, 
outstrip, pass, surpass. © noun 1,2 breach, 
breakage, burst, chink, cleft, crack, crevice, cut, 
fissure, fracture, gap, gash, hole, leak, opening, 
rent, rift, rupture, slit, split, tear. 3 colloquial 
breather, breathing-space, disruption, halt, hiatus, 
interlude, intermission, interruption, interval, 
lapse, colloquial let-up, lull, pause, respite, rest, 
suspension, tea break. o break down 3 see 
DEMOLISH 1. 4 see ANALYSE. break in 1 see INTRUDE 
1. 2 see INTERRUPT 1. break off 2 see FINISH verb 
1. break out 1 see ESCAPE Verb 1. break through 
see PENETRATE 1. breakthrough advance, 
development, discovery, find, improvement, 
innovation, invention, leap forward, revolution, 
success. break up 1 see DISINTEGRATE 1. 
breakwater groyne, jetty, mole, pier. 


breakable adjective easily broken. 
breakage noun 1 broken thing. 2 breaking. 
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breakdown noun 1 mechanical failure. 2 loss 
of (esp. mental) health. 3 collapse; deterioration, 
4 analysis. 
a 4 collapse, failure, fault, hitch, malfunction, 
stoppage. 2 collapse. 3 collapse, destruction, 
deterioration, disintegration, downfall, failure, 
ruin. 4 analysis, classification, dissection, 
itemization, listing, rundown. 


breaker noun heavy breaking wave. 


breakfast /‘brekfest/ noun first meal of day. 
© verb have breakfast. 


bream noun (plural same) 1 yellowish fresh- 
water fish. 2 similar sea fish. 


breast /brest/ noun 1 either of two milk- 
secreting organs on woman’s chest. 2 chest. 3 
part of garment covering this. 4 seat of emotions, 
everb 1 contend with. 2 reach top of (hill). 
Ubreastbone bone connecting ribs in front. 
breastfeed feed (baby) from breast. breast- 
plate armour covering chest. breaststroke 
stroke made while swimming on breast by ex- 
tending arms forward and sweeping them back. 
make a clean breast of confess fully. 


breath /bre0/ noun 1 air drawn into or expelled 
from lungs. 2 one respiration. 3 breath as per- 
ceived by senses. 4 slight movement of air. 5 
slight rumour. uo breathtaking astounding, 
awe-inspiring. breath test test with Breath- 
alyser. take person's breath away astonish or 
delight a person. 

a 1, 2 exhalation, inhalation, pant, puff, 

respiration, sigh. 4 breeze, gust, puff, stir, waft, 

whiff. 5 hint, murmur, whisper. 


breathalyse verb give breath test to. 


Breathalyser /'breðəlaızə/ noun proprietary 
term instrument for measuring alcohol in 
breath. 


breathe /bri:ð/ verb (thing) 1 take air into 
lungs and send it out again. 2 live. 3 utter or 
sound, esp. quietly. 4 pause. 5 send out or take in 
(as) with breathed air. o breathing-space time 
to recover; pause. 


m 1 exhale, inhale, pant, puff, respire. 3 hint, letout, 
murmur, tell, whisper. 


breather /‘bri:6a/ noun colloquial short period 
of rest. 


breathless /'breðlıs/ adjective 1 panting, out of 
breath. 2 still, windless. o breathlessly adverb. 


1 exhausted, gasping, out of breath, panting, 
puffed, puffing, tired out, wheezy, winded. 


bred past & past participle of BREED. 


breech /bri:t{/ noun 1 back part of gun or gun 
barrel. 2 (in plural) short trousers fasten 
below knee. o breech birth birth in which but 
tocks emerge first. 


breed verb (past & past participle bred) 1 
produce offspring. 2 propagate; raise (animals). 
3 yield, result in. 4 arise, spread. 5 train, bring 
up. 6 create (fissile material) by nuclear reaction. 
@ noun stock of animals within species. 270% 
lineage. 3 sort, kind. o breeder reactor nuclear 


83 


reactor creating surplus fissile material. 
o breeder noun. 

verb 1 bear young, literary beget young, multiply, 
procreate, produce young, reproduce. 2 cultivate, 
propagate, raise, rear. 3 arouse, cause, create, 
cultivate, develop, engender, foster, generate, 
induce, nourish, nurture, occasion. © noun 1 
stock, strain. 2 ancestry, clan, family, line, lineage, 
pedigree, race, stock. 3 kind, sort, species, type, 
variety. 


breeding noun 1 raising of offspring. 2 social 
behaviour. 3 ancestry. 


breeze’ noun gentle wind. © verb (-zing) (+ in, 
out, along, etc.) colloquial saunter casually. 


a noun air current, breath, draught, waft, wind, 
literary zephyr. 


breeze’ noun small cinders. u breeze-block 
lightweight building block made from breeze. 


breezy adjective (-ier, -iest) slightly windy. 
a airy, blowy, draughty, fresh, gusty, windy. 
Bren noun lightweight quick-firing machine- 
gun. 
brent noun small migratory goose. 
brethren see BROTHER 3—4. 


Breton /'bret(ə)n/ noun native or language of 
Brittany. © adjective of Brittany. 


breve /bri:v/ noun 1 Music note equal to two 
semibreves. 2 mark (~) indicating short or 
unstressed vowel. 


breviary /‘bri:vior1/ noun ( plural-ies) book con- 
taining RC daily office. 7 


brevity /‘breviti/ noun conciseness, shortness. 
u briefness, compactness, conciseness, 
concision, curtness, economy, incisiveness, 
pithiness, shortness, succinctness, terseness. 


brew verb1 make (beer etc.) by infusion, boiling, 
and fermenting. 2 make (tea etc.) by infusion. 3 
undergo these processes. 4 be forming. 5 concoct. 
@noun 1 amount brewed. 2 liquor brewed. 
o brewer noun. 
a verb 1-3 boil, cook, ferment, infuse, make, 
simmer. 5 concoct, contrive, colloquial cook up, 
develop, devise, foment, hatch, plan, plot, prepare, 
scheme, stir up. © noun 2 blend, compound, 
concoction, drink, infusion, liquor, mixture, potion, 
preparation, punch. 


brewery /'bru:ərı/ noun (plural-ies) factory for 
brewing beer etc. 

briar’? = BRIER". 

bribe verb (-bing) persuade to act improperly by 
gift of money etc. @ noun money or services 
offered in bribing. o bribable adjective. bribery 
noun. 

m verb buy off, corrupt, entice, influence, pervert, 

reward, suborn, tempt, tip. @ noun slang 

backhander, carrot, enticement, colloquial graft, 

incentive, inducement, esp. US slang payola, 

colloquial sweetener. 


breeding | brief 


bric-a-brac /'brıikəbræk/ noun cheap orna- 
ments, trinkets, etc. 


brick noun 1 small rectangular block of baked 

clay, concrete, etc., used in building. 2 toy build- 
ing block. 3 brick-shaped thing. 4 slang generous 
or loyal person. © verb (+ in, up) close or block 
with brickwork. e adjective made of bricks. 
o brickbat 1 piece of brick, esp. as missile. 2 
insult. bricklayer person who builds with bricks. 
brickwork building or work in brick. 

m noun 1 block, breeze-block, cube, stone. 2 

block, cube. . 


bridal /‘braid(e)l/ adjective of bride or wedding. 


bride noun woman on her wedding day and 
shortly before and after it. o bridegroom man on 
his wedding day and shortly before and after it. 
bridesmaid woman or girl attending bride at 
wedding. 

bridge' noun 1 structure providing way over 
road, railway, river, etc. 2 thing joining or con- 
necting. 3 superstructure from which ship is dir- 
ected. 4 upper bony part of nose. 5 prop under 
strings of violin etc. 6 bridgework. © verb (-ging) 
be or make bridge over. o bridgehead position 
held on enemy’s side of river etc. bridgework 
dental structure covering gap and joined to teeth 
on either side. bridging loan loan to cover inter- 
val between buying one house and selling 
another. 

a noun 1 aqueduct, arch, crossing, flyover, 

footbridge, overpass, span; suspension bridge, 

viaduct, way over. 2 connection, link, tie. © verb 

connect, cross, fill, join, link, pass over, span, 

straddle, tie together, traverse, unite. 


bridge? noun card games derived from whist. 


bridle /'brard(ə)l/ noun 1 headgear for control- 
ling horse etc. 2 restraining thing. © verb (-ling) 
4 put bridle on. 2 control, curb. 3 express resent- 
ment, esp. by throwing up head and drawing in 
chin. o bridle path (also bridleway) rough path 
for riders or walkers. 


l m verb 2 check, control, curb, restrain. 


Brie /bri:/ noun flat round soft creamy French 
cheese. 
brief /bri:f/ adjective 1 of short duration. 2 
concise. 3 scanty. © noun 1 (in plural) short 
pants. 2 summary of case for guidance of barris- 
ter. 3 instructions for a task. @ verb 1 instruct 
(barrister) by brief. 2 inform or instruct in 
advance. o in brief to sum up. O briefly adverb. 
briefness noun. 
m adjective 1 cursory, ephemeral, literary 
evanescent, fast, fleeting, hasty, limited, little, 
momentary, passing, quick, sharp, short, 
short-lived, temporary, transient, transitory. 2 
abbreviated, abridged, compact, compendious, 
compressed, concise, condensed, crisp, curt, 
curtailed, incisive, laconic, pithy, shortened, 
succinct, terse, thumbnail, to the point. @ noun 1 
(briefs) knickers, colloquial panties, pants, US 
shorts, trunks, underpants. 2 argument, case, 
defence, dossier, summary. 3 directions, 
information, instructions, orders. @ verb advise, 
coach, direct, enlighten, colloquial fill in, give the 


briefcase | bristle 


facts, guide, inform, instruct, prepare, prime, putin 
the picture. 


briefcase /‘bri:fkets/ noun flat document case. 

briefing /‘bri:fm/ noun 1 meeting for giving 
information or instructions. 2 information or 
instructions given. 

brier‘ /brata/ noun (also briar) wild-rose bush. 

brier? /braia/ noun (also briar) 1 white heath of 
S. Europe. 2 tobacco pipe made from its root. 

brig’ noun two-masted square-rigged ship. 

brig? noun Scottish & Northern English bridge. 

brigade /brr'geid/ noun 1 military unit forming 
part of division. 2 organized band of workers etc. 

brigadier /brige‘die/ noun army officer next 
below major-general. 

brigand /‘brigend/ noun member of robber 


gang. 
u bandit, buccaneer, desperado, gangster, 

historical highwayman, marauder, outlaw, pirate, 
robber, ruffian, thief. 


bright /brart/ adjective 1 emitting or reflecting 
much light; shining. 2 vivid. 3 sunny. 4 clever. 5 
cheerful. 6 (of prospects etc.) promising. 0 look 
on the bright side be optimistic. o brightly 
adverb. brightness noun. 
a 1 ablaze, aglow, alight, beaming, blazing, 
burnished, dazzling, flashing, flashy, glaring, 
gleaming, glistening, glittering, glossy, glowing, 
incandescent, lambent, light, luminous, lustrous, 
pellucid, polished, radiant, literary refulgent, 
resplendent, scintillating, shimmering, shining, 
shiny, sparkling, twinkling. 2 see viv 1. 3 clear, 
cloudless, fair, sunny. 4 see CLEVER 1.5 see 
CHEERFUL 1-2. 6 auspicious, favourable, good, 
hopeful, optimistic, rosy. 


brighten verb (often + up) 1 make or become 
lighter. 2 make or become more cheerful. 

m 1 become sunny, clear up, lighten. 2 cheer (up), 

enliven, gladden, illuminate, light up, liven up, perk 

up, revitalize, smarten up. 


brill’ noun (plural same) flatfish resembling 
turbot. 


brill? adjective colloquial excellent. 


brilliant /‘briltent/ adjective 1 bright, sparkling. 
2 highly talented. 3 showy. 4 colloquial excellent. 
@noun diamond of finest quality. o brilliance 
noun. brilliantly adverb. 
m adjective 1 bright, coruscating, dazzling, 
glaring, glittering, intense, radiant, resplendent, 
scintillating, shining, sparkling, vivid. 2 see 
TALENTED (TALENT). 3 dazzling, gaudy, glaring, 
glittering, colloquial glorious, impressive, showy, 
splendid, striking. 4 see EXCELLENT. 


brilliantine /‘briljenti:zn/ noun cosmetic for 
making hair glossy. 

brim noun edge of vessel or hollow. 2 projecting 
edge of hat. @ verb (-mm-) fill or be full to brim. 

m noun 1 brink, circumference, edge, limit, lip, 

margin, perimeter, rim, verge. 
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brimstone /‘brimsteun/ noun archaic sulphur 


brindled /'brmd(ə)ld/ adjective brown 
streaks of other colour. 


brine noun salt water; sea water. 


bring verb (past & past participle brought 
[bra:t/) 1 come with; carry, convey. 2 cause to 
present. 3 cause, result in. 4 be sold for. 5 submit 
(criminal charge); initiate (legal action). o brin 
about cause to happen. bring-and-buy san 
charity sale at which people bring goods for sale 
and buy what is brought by others. bring down 
cause to fall. bring forth 1 produce, emit, cause 
2 give birth to. bring forward 1 move to earlier 
time. 2 transfer from previous page or account 
3 draw attention to. bring in 1 introduce, 2 
produce as profit. bring off succeed in. bring on 
cause to happen, appear, or progress. bring out 
4-emphasize. 2 produce; publish. bring round 1 
restore to consciousness. 2 win over. bring to 
bear (usually + on) direct and concentrate 
(forces). bring up 1 raise and educate. 2 vomit. 3 
draw attention to. X 
m 1 accompany, bear, carry, conduct, convey, 
deliver, escort, fetch, guide, lead, take, transport, 
usher. 2 attract, draw, get, induce, lead. 3 cause, 
create, earn, engender, generate, give rise to, lead 
to, occasion, produce, prompt, provoke, resultin. 
U bring about see CREATE 1. bring in 1 see 
INTRODUCE 3. 2 see EARN 2. bring off see ACHIEVE 
2. bring on see ACCELERATE 2, CAUSE verb 1. bring 
out 1 see EMPHASIZE. 2 See PRODUCE Verb 1, PUBLISH 
1. bring up 1 see RAISE verb 8, EDUCATE. 3 see 
RAISE verb 7. 


With 


brink noun 1 edge of precipice etc. 2 furthest 
point before danger, discovery, etc. 0 brinkman- 
ship policy of pursuing dangerous course to 
brink of catastrophe. 

u 1 bank, border, boundary, brim, circumference, 

edge, fringe, limit, lip, margin, perimeter, 

periphery, rim, skirt, threshold, verge. 


briny /‘bram1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) of brine or 
sea; salt. © noun (the briny) slang the sea. 


briquette /brrket/ noun block of compressed 
coal dust as fuel. 


brisk adjective 4 active, lively, quick. 2 (of wind) 
fresh, invigorating. o briskly adverb. briskness 
noun. > 
m 1 active, alert, animated, bright, businesslike, 
bustling, busy, crisp, decisive, energetic, fast, 
keen, lively, nimble, quick, rapid, colloquial 
snappy, spanking ( pace), speedy, spirited, 
sprightly, spry, vigorous. 2 bracing, enlivening, 
fresh, invigorating, refreshing, stimulating. 


brisket /‘briskit/ noun animal’s breast, esp: 9 
joint of meat. 


brisling /‘brizlm/ noun (pluralsame or 
herring or sprat. 


bristle /'brıs(ə)l/ noun short stiff hair, esp: on 
used in brushes etc. © verb (-ling) 1 (of hair & 
(cause to) stand up. 2 show irritation. 3 (usus n) 
+ with) be covered (with) or abundant (in). 
o bristly adjective. 


-S) small 


m nour hair, whisker; (bristles) stubble. © verb 2 
become angry, become defensive, become 
indignant, bridle, flare up. 


British /‘britif/ adjective of Britain. © plural 
noun (the British) the British people. o British 
Summer Time = SUMMER TIME. 


Briton /‘brit(e)n/ noun 1 inhabitant of S. Britain 
before Roman conquest. 2 native of Great 
Britain. 

brittle /‘brit(2)l/ adjective apt to break, fragile. 

m breakable, crisp, crumbling, delicate, easily 

broken, fragile, frail, frangible, weak. 


broach /breut/ verb 1 raise for discussion. 2 
pierce (cask) to draw liquor. 3 open and start 
using. 


broad /bro:d/ adjective 1 large across, extensive. 
2 of specified breadth. 3 full, clear. 4 explicit. 5 
general, undetailed; wide-ranging. 6 tolerant. 7 
coarse. 8 (of accent) marked, strong. © noun 1 
broad part. 2 US slang woman. 3 (the Broads) 
large areas of water in E. Anglia. o broad bean 
1 bean with large flat seeds. 2 one such seed. 
broadloom (carpet) woven in broad width. 
broadsheet large-sized newspaper. 0 broaden 
verb. broadly adverb. broadness noun. 
a adjective 1 ample, capacious, expansive, 
extensive, great, large, open, roomy, spacious, 
sweeping, vast, wide. 3 clear, complete, full, open, 
plain. 4 clear, direct, explicit, obvious, plain, 
undisguised. 5 all-embracing, catholic, 
comprehensive, eclectic, encyclopedic, general, 
imprecise, indefinite, inexact, non-specific, 
sweeping, undetailed, universal, vague, 
wide-ranging. 6 see BROAD-MINDED. 7 bawdy, blue, 
coarse, earthy, improper, impure, indecent, 
indelicate, racy, ribald, suggestive, vulgar. 
o broaden branch out, build up, develop, 
diversify, enlarge, expand, extend, increase, open 
up, spread, widen. 


broadcast verb ( past & past participle -cast) 1 
transmit by radio or television. 2 take part in 
such transmission. 3 scatter (seed) etc. 4 dissem- 
inate widely. © noun radio or television pro- 
gramme or transmission. O broadcaster noun. 
broadcasting noun. 

m verb 1 air, radio, relay, screen, send out, televise, 

transmit. 3 scatter, sow. 4 advertise, announce, 

circulate, disseminate, make known, make public, 
proclaim, promulgate, publish, report, send out, 
spread about. © noun programme, relay, show, 
telecast, transmission. o broadcaster 
anchorman, anchorperson, anchorwoman, 
announcer, commentator, compère, disc jockey, 

DJ, newsreader, presenter. 


broad-minded adjective tolerant or liberal in 
one’s views. o broad-mindedness noun. 

a broad, enlightened, liberal, open-minded, 

permissive, tolerant, unbiased, unbigoted, 

unprejudiced, unshockable. 


broadside noun 1 vigorous verbal attack. 2 
firing ofall guns on one side of ship. o broadside 
on sideways on. 


British | brood 


brocade /brə'kerd/ moun fabric woven with 
raised pattern. 

broccoli /‘brokal:/ noun brassica with greenish 
flower heads. 

brochure /"bravfe/ noun booklet, pamphlet, 
esp. containing descriptive information. 


m booklet, catalogue, circular, folder, leaflet, 
Pamphlet, prospectus, tract. 


broderie anglaise /braudert a ‘gleiz/ noun 
open embroidery on usually white cotton or 
linen. 

brogue /braug/ noun 1 strong shoe with orna- 
mental perforations. 2 rough shoe of untanned 
leather. 3 marked local, esp. Irish, accent. 


broil verb 1 grill (meat). 2 make or be very hot. 
broiler noun young chicken for broiling. 


broke past of BREAK. @adjective colloquial 
having no money, bankrupt. 

broken /‘brouken/ past participle of BREAK. 
© adjective 1 that has been broken. 2 reduced to 
despair. 3 (of language) spoken imperfectly. 4 
interrupted. o broken-hearted crushed by grief. 
broken home family disrupted by divorce or sep- 
aration. 

broker oun 1 middleman, agent. 2stockbroker. 
o broking noun. 


brokerage noun broker's fee or commission. 

brolly /‘broli/ noun (plural -ies) colloquial 
umbrella. 

bromide /‘braumaid/ noun 1 binary compound 
of bromine, esp. one used as sedative. 2 trite 
remark. 

bromine /‘breumi:n/ noun poisonous liquid 
non-metallic element with choking smell. 

bronchial /‘bronktel/ adjective of two main divi- 
sions of windpipe or smaller tubes into which 
they divide. 

bronchitis /broy'kaitis/ noun inflammation of 
bronchial mucous membrane. 


bronco /'bronkau/ noun (plural -s) wild or 
half-tamed horse of western US. 
brontosaurus /bronte'so:res/ noun (plural 
-ruses) = APATOSAURUS. f 
bronze /bronz/ noun 1 brown alloy of copper 
and tin. 2 its colour. 3 work of art or medal in 
it. @ adjective made of or coloured like bronze. 
overb (-zing) 1 make or grow brown. 2 tan. 
o Bronze Age period when tools were of bronze. 
bronze medal medal given usually as third prize. 


brooch /brautS/ noun ornamental hinged pin. 


| badge, clasp, clip, fastening. 


brood /'bru:d/ noun 1 bird's or other animal’s 
young produced at one hatch or birth. 2 collo- 
quial children of a family. © verb 1 (often + on, 
over) worry or ponder, esp. resentfully. 2 (of hen) 
sit on eggs. 

m noun 1 clutch (of eggs), issue, litter, offspring, 

progeny, young. 2 children, family, offspring, 

progeny. © verb 1 agonize, eat one's heart out, fret, 

mope, ponder, sulk, worry; (brood on) dwell on. 2 

hatch, incubate, sit on. 


broody | brute 


broody adjective (ier, -iest) 1 (of hen) wanting 
to brood. 2 sullenly thoughtful. 3 colloquial (of 
woman) wanting pregnancy. 


brook’ /brok/ noun small stream. 
hannel, rill, rivulet, runnel, 


u beck, Scottish burn, C! 
| stream, watercourse. 
brook? /bruk/ verb tolerate, allow. 
| m see TOLERATE 1. 


broom /bru:m/ noun 1 long-handled brush for 
sweeping. 2 chiefly yellow-flowered shrub. 
u broomstick broom-handle. 


Bros. abbreviation Brothers. 
broth /bro6/ noun thin meat or fish soup. 


brothel /‘bro4(2)l/ noun premises for prostitu- 
tion. 

brother /‘braéa/ noun 1 man or boy in relation 
to his siblings. 2 close man friend. 3 (plural also 
brethren /‘bredrm/) member of male religious 
order. 4 (plural also brethren) fellow Christian 
etc. 5 fellow human being. O brother-in-law 
(plural brothers-in-law) 1 wife’s or husband’s 
brother. 2 sister’s husband. o brotherly adjec- 
tive. 

brotherhood noun 1 relationship (as) between 
brothers. 2 (members of) association for mutual 
help etc. 

brought past & past participle of BRING. 

brow /brau/ noun 1 forehead. 2 (usually in 
plural) eyebrow. 3 summit of hill. 4 edge of cliff 
etc. 


browbeat verb (past -beat, past participle 
-beaten) intimidate, bully. 


m badger, bully, coerce, cow, frighten, hector, 
intimidate, tyrannize. 


brown /braun/ adjective 1 of colour of dark wood 
or rich soil. 2 dark-skinned; tanned. @ noun 
brown colour, paint, clothes, etc. © verb make or 
become brown. o brown bread bread made of 
wholemeal or wheatmeal flour. browned off col- 
loquial bored, fed up. Brown Owl adult leader 
of Brownies. brown rice unpolished rice. brown 
sugar partially refined sugar. 0 brownish adjec- 
tive. 

m adjective 1 beige, bronze, buff, chestnut, 

chocolate, dun, fawn, khaki, ochre, russet, sepia, 

tan, tawny, terracotta, umber. © verb bronze, burn, 

grill, sear, suntan, tan, toast. 


Brownie /'braunı/ noun 1 junior Guide. 2 
(brownie) small square of chocolate cake with 
nuts. 3 (brownie) benevolent elf. 


browse /bravz/ verb (-sing) 1 read or look 
around desultorily. 2 feed on leaves and young 
shoots. @ noun 1 browsing. 2 twigs, shoots, etc. 
as fodder. 

m verb 1 dip in, flick through, leaf through, look 
through, peruse, read here and there, scan, skim, 

thumb through. 2 crop grass, eat, feed, graze, 

pasture. 


bruise /bru:z/ noun 1 discoloration of skin 
caused by blow or pressure. 2 similar damage on 
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fruit etc. @ verb (-sing) 1 inflict bruise on. 2}, 
susceptible to bruises. “ADE 
a noun 1 black eye, bump, contusion, 
discoloration, colloquial shiner, welt. © verb 4 
blacken, damage, discolour, injure, knock, mark 
wound. e 


bruiser noun colloquial tough brutal person, 

bruit /bru:t/ verb (often + abroad, about) spread 
(report or rumour). 

brunch noun combination of breakfast and 
lunch. 

brunette /bru:'net/ noun woman with dark 
hair. 

brunt noun chief impact of attack etc. 


brush noun 1 cleaning or hairdressing or paint- 
ing implement of bristles etc. set in holder, 2 
application of brush. 3 short esp. unpleasant 
encounter. 4 fox’s tail. 5 carbon or metal piece 
serving as electrical contact. © verb 1 use brush 
on. 2 touch lightly, graze in passing. O brush 
aside dismiss or discard lightly. brush off 
dismiss abruptly. brush-off noun dismissal, 
rebuff. brush up 1 clean up or smarten. 2 revise 
(subject, skill). brushwood 4 undergrowth, 
thicket. 2 cut or broken twigs etc. brushwork 
painter’s way of using brush. 

u noun 1 besom, broom. 3 see CONFLICT NOUN 1. 

© verb 1 groom, scrub, sweep. 2 graze, touch. 

o brush aside see DISMISS 3,4, DISREGARD verb. 

brush-off see REBUFF Noun. brush up 2 see 

REVISE 3. 


brusque /brusk/ adjective abrupt, offhand. 
o brusquely adverb. brusqueness noun. 

Brussels sprout /'bras(ə)lz/ noun 1 brassica 
with small cabbage-like buds on stem. 2 such 
bud. 

brutal /‘bru:t(e)l/ adjective 1 savagely cruel. 2 
mercilessly frank. o brutality /-teel-] noun 
(plural -ies). brutalize verb (also -ise) zing, 
-sing). s 

m 1 atrocious, barbaric, barbarous, beastly, 

bestial, bloodthirsty, bloody, brutish, callous, 

cold-blooded, cruel, dehumanized, ferocious, 

hard-hearted, heartless, inhuman, inhumane, 

merciless, murderous, pitiless, remorseless, 

ruthless, colloquial sadistic, savage, uncivilized, 

unfeeling, vicious, violent, wild. 2 see UNKIND. 

o brutalize dehumanize, harden. 


brute /bru:t/ noun 1 cruel person. 2 colloquial 
unpleasant person. 3 animal other than mi 
@adjective 1 unthinking. tuple 
o brutish adjective. 

m noun barbarian, beast, bully, devil, monster. 

ogre, colloquial sadist, savage. 2 colloquial rat, 

slang rotter, colloquial so-and-so, slang stinker, 

colloquial swine. 3 animal, beast, creature. 

© adjective 1 crude, irrational, mindless, rough 

stupid, unfeeling, unthinking. 2 see BRUTISH- 

o brutish animal, barbaric, barbarous, beastly, 

bestial, boorish, brutal, coarse, cold-blooded, 

crude, cruel, gross, inhuman, insensitive, Joutist: 

mindless, savage, senseless, stupid, subhuman: 

uncouth, unintelligent, unthinking. 


2 cruel, S 
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bryony /‘braient/ noun (plural -i imbi 
era (p es) climbing 


B.Sc. abbreviation Bachelor of Science. 
BST abbreviation British Summer Time. 
Bt. abbreviation Baronet. 


bubble ['bab(Ə)l/ noun 1 thin sphere of liquid 
enclosing air or gas. 2 air-filled cavity in glass 
etc. 3 transparent domed cavity. © verb (-ling) 1 
send up or rise in bubbles. 2 make sound of 
boiling. o bubble and squeak cooked potatoes 
and cabbage fried together. bubble bath 1 addi- 
tive to make bathwater bubbly. 2 bath with this 
added. bubblegum chewing gum that can be 
blown into bubbles. 

a noun 1 (bubbles) effervescence, fizz, foam, 
froth, head, lather, spume, suds. 2 blister, hollow, 
vesicle. © verb boil, effervesce, fizz, fizzle, foam, 
froth, gurgle, seethe, sparkle. 


bubbly adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 full of bubbles. 2 
exuberant. © noun colloquial champagne. 


a adjective 4 carbonated, effervescent, fizzy, 
foaming, seething, sparkling. 2 see LIVELY 1. 


bubonic /bju:'bonik/ adjective (of plague) 
marked by swellings esp. in groin and armpits. 


buccaneer /bakə'nıə/ noun pirate; adventurer. 
a buccaneering adjective & noun. 


m adventurer, bandit, brigand, corsair, marauder, 
pirate, privateer, robber. 


buck’ noun male deer, hare, or rabbit. © verb 1 
(of horse) jump vertically with back arched. 2 
throw (rider) thus. 3 (usually + up) colloquial 
cheer up. 4 (usually + up) colloquial hurry up. 
o buckshot coarse shot for gun. buck-tooth pro- 
jecting upper tooth. 


buck? noun US & Australian slang dollar. 


buck? noun slang small object placed before 
dealer at poker. o pass the buck colloquial shift 
responsibility. 


bucket /‘bakit/ noun 4 usually round open con- 
tainer with handle, for carrying or holding water 
etc. 2 amount contained in this. 3 (in plural) col- 
loquial large quantities. 4 compartment or scoop 
in waterwheel, dredger, or grain elevator. © verb 
(-t-) 1 (often + down) colloquial (esp. of rain) pour 
heavily. 2 (often + along) move jerkily or 
bumpily. o bucket seat one with rounded back, 
to fit one person. bucket shop 1 agency dealing 
in cheap airline tickets. 2 unregistered broking 
agency. 


| a noun 1, 2 can, pail, scuttle. 


buckle /'bak(ə)l/ noun clasp with usually hinged 
pin for securing strap or belt etc. © verb (-ling) 1 
fasten with buckle. 2 (cause to) crumple under 
pressure. Obuckle down make determined 
effort. 

m noun catch, clasp, clip, fastener, fastening. 

© verb 1 clasp, clip, do up, fasten, hitch up, hook 

up, secure. 2 bend, bulge, cave in, collapse, 

contort, crumple, curve, dent, distort, fold, twist, 

warp. 


bryony | buffet 


buckram /‘bakrem/ moun coarse linen etc. 
stiffened with paste etc. 


buckshee /bak'si:/ adjective & adverb slang 
free of charge. 

buckwheat noun seed of plant related to 
rhubarb. 


bucolic /bju:'kolik/ adjective of shepherds; 
rustic, pastoral. 


bud noun 1 projection from which branch, leaf, 
or flower develops. 2 flower or leaf not fully open. 
3 asexual growth separating from organism as 
new animal. © verb (-dd-) 1 form buds. 2 (often 
as budding adjective) begin to grow or develop. 3 
graft bud of (plant) on another plant. 

a noun 1 shoot, sprout. © verb 1 burgeon, 

develop, shoot, sprout. 2 burgeon, develop; 

(budding) see POTENTIAL adjective, PROMISING. 


Buddhism /'budiız(ə)m/ noun Asian religion 
founded by Gautama Buddha. o Buddhist adjec- 
tive & noun. 

buddleia /'badlia/ noun shrub with flowers 
attractive to butterflies. 

buddy /‘badi/ noun (plural -ies) colloquial 
friend, mate. 

budge verb (-ging) 1 move in slightest degree. 2 
cause to move or change opinion. 3 (+ up) move 
to make room for another person. 

u 1 change position, give way, move, shift, stir, 

yield. 2 alter, change, dislodge, influence, move, 

persuade, propel, push, remove, shift, sway. 


budgerigar /badgert'ga:/ noun small parrot 
often kept as pet. 

budget /‘badzit/ moun 1 amount of money 
needed or available. 2 (the Budget) annual 
estimate of country’s revenue and expenditure. 
3 similar estimate for person or group. @ verb 
(-t-) (often + for) allow or arrange for in budget. 
o budgetary adjective. 

a noun 1 allocation, allowance, funds, means, 

resources. 3 accounts, estimate, financial 

planning. © verb allocate money, allot resources, 

estimate expenditure, plan one's spending, ration 

one's spending; (budget for) allow for, provide for. 


budgie /‘bad31/ noun colloquial budgerigar. 

buff adjective of yellowish beige colour. @ noun 1 
this colour. 2 colloquialenthusiast. 3 velvety dull 
yellow leather. @ verb 1 polish. 2 make (leather) 
velvety. o in the buff colloquial naked. 


a noun 2 see ENTHUSIAST (ENTHUSIASM). @ verb 1 
burnish, clean, polish, rub, shine, smooth. 
buffalo /‘bafeleu/ noun (plural same or -es) 1 
any of various kinds of ox. 2 American bison. 
buffer' noun apparatus for deadening impact 
esp. of railway vehicles. © verb act as buffer to. 


o buffer state minor one between two larger 
ones, regarded as reducing friction. 


l m bumper, cushion, pad, shield, shock absorber. 


buffer? noun slang old or incompetent fellow. 


buffet’ /'bufer/ noun 1 room or counter where 
refreshments are sold. 2 self-service meal of 


buffet | bully 


several dishes set out at once. 3 (also [baft 
sideboard. o buffet car railway coach in which 
refreshments are served. 


l u 1 bar, café, cafeteria, counter, snack bar. 


buffet? /‘bafit/ verb (-t-) strike repeatedly. 
e noun 1 blow with hand. 2 shock. 


(Da soem vero 


buffoon /bə'fu:n/ noun 1 silly or ludicrous 
person. 2 jester. 0 buffoonery noun. 


bug noun 1 small insect. 2 concealed micro- 
phone. 3 colloquial error in computer program 
etc. 4 slang micro-organism, or disease caused by 
it. 5 slang enthusiasm, obsession. © verb (-gg-) 1 
conceal microphone in. 2 listen in by means of 
concealed microphone. 3 slang annoy. 

m noun 1 see INSECT. 3 defect, error, failing, fault, 

flaw, colloquial gremlin, imperfection, 

malfunction, mistake, virus. 4 see MICROBE, 

DISEASE. © verb 1, 2 intercept, listen in to, spy on, 

tap. 3 see ANNOY 1-2. 


bugbear noun 1 cause of annoyance. 2 object of 
baseless fear. 


buggy /"bagi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 small sturdy 
motor vehicle. 2 lightweight pushchair. 3 light 
horse-drawn vehicle for one or two people. 


bugle /'bju:g(e)l/ noun brass instrument like 
small trumpet. @verb (-ling) sound bugle. 
o bugler noun. 


build /bild/ verb (past & past participle built 
/bult/) 1 construct or cause to be constructed. 2 
develop or establish. © noun 1 physical propor- 
tions. 2style ofconstruction. o build in incorpor- 
ate. build up 1 increase in size or strength. 2 
praise. 3 gradually establish or be established. 
build-up moun 1 favourable description in 
advance. 2 gradual approach to climax. 3 accu- 
mulation. 

m verb 1 assemble, construct, erect, fabricate, 

form, knock together, make, put together, put up, 

raise, rear. 2 develop, establish, found, set up. 

o build up 1 see INTENSIFY. 


builder noun 1 contractor who builds houses 
etc. 2 bricklayer etc. on building site. 


l m 2 bricklayer, construction worker, labourer. 


building moun house or other structure with 

roof and walls. o building society financial 
organization (not public company) that pays 
interest on savings accounts, lends money esp. 
for mortgages, etc. 


m construction, edifice, erection, pile, premises, 
structure. 


built /bilt/ past & past participle of BUILD. 
Dae integral. built-up covered with build- 
bulb noun 1 rounded base of stem of some plants. 

` 2light bulb. 3 bulb-shaped thing or part. 


| = 1 corm. 


bulbous /'balbes/ adjective bulb-shaped, 
bulging. 


88 


n bloated, bulging, convex, distended, ovoid 
pear-shaped, pot-bellied, rotund, rounded, j 
spherical, swollen, tuberous. 


bulge noun 1 irregular swelling. 2 colloquial 
temporary increase. @verb (-ging) swell out- 
wards. o bulgy adjective. 

m noun 1 bump, distension, hump, knob, lump, 

projection, protrusion, protuberance, rise, 

swelling. © verb belly, billow, dilate, distend, 

enlarge, expand, project, protrude, stick out, swell, 


bulimia /bu'lmnie/ noun (in full bulimia nervosa 
/ns:'vausa/) disorder in which overeating alter. 
nates with self-induced vomiting, fasting, etc. 


bulk noun 1 size, magnitude, esp. when great, 
2 (the bulk) the greater part. 3 large quantity, 
verb 1 seem (in size or importance). 2 make 
thicker. o bulk buying buying in quantity at dis- 
count. bulkhead upright partition in ship, air- 
craft, etc. 

a noun 1 amplitude, body, dimensions, extent, 

immensity, magnitude, mass, size, substance, 

volume, weight..2 (the bulk) the greater part, the 

lion's share, the majority, most. 


bulky /'balkı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) large, un- 
wieldy. 


u awkward, big, chunky, cumbersome, large, 
unwieldy, weighty. 


bull’ /bul/ noun 1 uncastrated male ox. 2 male 
whale or elephant etc. 3 bull’s-eye of target. 4 
person who buys shares in hope of selling at 
higher price later. o bulldog 1 short-haired 
heavy-jowled sturdy dog. 2 tenacious and cour- 
ageous person. Bulldog clip strong sprung clip 
for papers etc. bulldoze 1 clear with bulldozer. 2 
colloquial intimidate. 3 colloquial make (one’s 
way) forcibly. bulldozer powerful tractor with 
broad upright blade for clearing ground. bull- 
fight public baiting, and usually killing, of bulls. 
bullfinch pink and black finch. bullfrog large 
American frog with booming croak. bullring 
arena for bullfight. bull’s-eye 1 centre of target. 
2 hard minty sweet. bull terrier cross between 
bulldog and terrier. o bullish adjective. 


| a o bull’s-eye 1 bull, centre, mark, target. 

bull? /bul/ noun papal edict. 

bull? /bul/ noun 1 slang nonsense. 2 slang UN- 
necessary routine tasks. 3 absurdly illogi 
statement. 

bullet /'bultt/ noun small pointed missile fired 
from rifle, revolver, etc. o bulletproof resistant 
to bullets. 


bulletin /‘bulitm/ noun 1 short official state- 
ment. 2 short broadcast news report. 

a 1 announcement, communication, 

communiqué, dispatch, message, notice, report, 

statement. 2 newsflash, report. 


bullion /‘bulian/ noun gold or silver in lump or 
valued by weight. 


bullock /'bulek/ noun castrated bull. 3 
bully’ /‘buli/ noun (plural -ies) person coercing 
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others by fear. © verb (-ies, -ied) persecute or 
oppress by force or threats. © interjection (+ for) 
very good. 

m verb bludgeon, browbeat, coerce, cow, 
domineer, frighten, harass, hector, intimidate, 
oppress, persecute, pick on, colloquial push 
around, terrorize, threaten, torment, tyrannize. 


bully? /‘boli/ (in full bully off) noun (plural -ies) 
putting ball into play in hockey. © verb (ies, 
-ied) start play thus. 
bully? /'bulr/ noun (in full bully beef) corned beef. 


bulrush /‘bulraf/ noun 1 tall rush. 2 Biblical 
papyrus. è 
bulwark /'bulwək/ noun 1 defensive wall, esp. 
of earth. 2 person or principle that protects. 3 
(usually in plural) ship’s side above deck. 
1 barrier, defence, earthwork, fortification, 
parapet, protection, rampart, Military redoubt, 
wall. 2 see SHIELD noun 2. 


bum’ noun slang buttocks. obumbag small 
pouch worn round waist. 


bum? US slang noun loafer, dissolute person. 
verb (-mm-) 1 (often + around) loaf, wander 
around. 2 cadge. © adjective of poor quality. 

bumble /'bamb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 (+ on) speak 
ramblingly. 2 be inept; blunder. o bumble-bee 
large bee with loud hum. 


bump noun 1 dull-sounding blow or collision. 2 
swelling caused by it. 3 uneven patch on road 
etc. 4 prominence on skull, thought to indicate 
mental faculty. © verb 1 come or strike with 
bump against. 2 hurt thus. 3 (usually + along) 
move along with jolts. o bump into colloquial 
meet by chance. bump off slang murder. bump 
up colloquial increase. 

u noun 1 bang, blow, buffet, collision, crash, 
knock, smash, thud, thump. 2 bulge, distension, 
hump, knob, lump, projection, protrusion, 
protuberance, rise, swelling, tumescence, welt. 

© verb 1, 2 bang, collide with, crash (into), hit, jar, 
knock, ram, run into, slam (into), smash (into), 
strike, thump, colloquial wallop. 3 bounce, jerk, jolt, 
shake. o bump into see MEET’ verb 1. bump off 
see KILL verb 1. 


bumper noun 1 horizontal bar on motor vehicle 
to reduce damage in collisions. 2 Cricket ball 
rising high after pitching. 3 brim-full glass. 
© adjective unusually large or abundant. 
bumpkin /‘bampkm/ noun rustic or awkward 
person. 
bumptious /‘bampfes/ adjective self-assertive, 
conceited. 
m arrogant, colloquial big-headed, boastful, 
brash, colloquial cocky, conceited, egotistic(al), 
forward, immodest, officious, overbearing, 
overconfident, pompous, presumptuous, 
pretentious, colloquial pushy, self-assertive, 
self-important, smug, colloquial snooty, 
colloquial stuck-up, swaggering, vain, 
vainglorious, literary vaunting. 


bumpy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 causing jolts. 2 
having many bumps. 


bully | Bunsen burner 


m 1 bouncy, jarring, jerky, jolting. 2 broken, 
irregular, jagged, knobbly, lumpy, pitted, rocky, 
rough, rutted, stony, uneven. 


bun noun 1 small sweet cake or bread roll often 
with dried fruit. 2 small coil of hair at back of 
head. : 


bunch noun 1 cluster of things growing or 
fastened together. 2 lot or set. 3 colloquial gang, 
group. © verb 1 arrange in bunch(es). 2 gather in 
folds. 3 come, cling, or crowd together. 
m noun 1 bundle, clump, cluster, sheaf, tuft; 
(bunch of flowers) bouquet, posy, spray. 2 batch, 
collection, heap, lot, number, usually derogatory 
pack, quantity, set. 3 band, colloquial crowd, gang, 
gathering, group, colloquial mob, party, team, 
troop. © verb 3 assemble, cluster, collect, 
congregate, crowd, flock, gather, group, herd, 
huddle, mass, pack. 


bundle /‘band(e)l/ noun 1 collection of things 
tied or fastened together. 2 set ofnerve fibres etc. 
3 slang large amount of money. © verb (-ling) 1 
(usually + up) tie in bundle. 2 (usually + into) 
throw or move carelessly. 3 (usually + out, aff, 
away, etc.) send away hurriedly. 

m noun 1 bale, bunch, collection, pack, package, 

packet, parcel, sheaf, truss. © verb 1 bale, bind, 

fasten, pack, package, roll, tie, truss, wrap. 3 

(bundle ouf) see EJECT 1. 


bung noun stopper, esp. for cask. @ verb 1 stop 
with bung. 2 slang throw. o bung up block up. 


a noun cork, plug, stopper. © verb 2 see THROW 
verb1,2. ` 


bungalow /'bangaleu/ noun one-storeyed 
house. 


bungee /‘band3i/ noun elasticated cord. 
o bungee jumping sport of jumping from great 
height while secured by bungee. 


bungle /‘bang(e)!/ verb (-ling) 1 mismanage, fail 
to accomplish. 2 work awkwardly. @ noun 
bungled work or attempt. 

a verb 1 botch, foul up, slang fluff, colloquial make 

ahash of, make a mess of, mess up, mismanage, 

colloquial muff, ruin, slang screw up, spoil. 2 

blunder, bumble, make a mess. 


bunion /‘banjan/ noun swelling on foot, esp. on 
side of big toe. 


bunk’ noun shelflike bed against wall. o bunk 
bed each of two or more bunks one above the 
other. 


bunk? slang a do a bunk run away. 
bunk? noun slang nonsense, humbug. 


bunker noun 1 container for fuel. 2 reinforced 
underground shelter. 3 sandy hollow in golf 
course. 


bunkum /‘bankem/ noun nonsense, humbug. 
bunny /‘bant/ noun (plural -ies) childish name 
Sor rabbit. 


Bunsen burner /‘bans(9)n/ noun small adjust- 
able gas burner used in laboratory. 


bunting | burnish 


bunting! /‘bantm/ noun small bird related to 
finches. 

bunting? /‘bantm/ noun 1 flags and other dec- 
orations. 2 loosely woven fabric for these. 

buoy /bə1/ noun 1 anchored float as navigational 
mark etc. 2lifebuoy. © verb 1 (usually + up) keep 
afloat. 2 (usually + up) encourage. 3 (often + out) 
mark with buoy(s). 


a noun 1 beacon, float, marker, mooring buoy. 
| © verb 2 (buoy up) see RAISE verb 11. 
buoyant /‘borent/ adjective 1 apt to float. 2 resili- 
ent; light-hearted, exuberant. 0 buoyancy noun. 


l m 1 floating, light. 2 see CHEERFUL 1. 


bur noun (also burr) 1 clinging seed vessel or 
flower head. 2 plant producing burs. 3 clinging 
person. 
burble /'bs:b(e)I/ verb (-ling) 1 talk ramblingly. 
2 make bubbling sound. 
burden /'bs:d(e)n/ noun 1 thing carried, load. 2 
oppressive duty, expense, emotion, etc. 3 refrain 
of song. 4 theme. © verbload, encumber, oppress. 
u burden of proof obligation to prove one’s case. 
o burdensome adjective. 
n noun 1 cargo, encumbrance, load, weight. 2 
affliction, anxiety, care, cross, duty, handicap, 
millstone, obligation, onus, problem, 
responsibility, sorrow, strain, trial, trouble, worry. 
© verb afflict, bother, encumber, hamper, 
handicap, impose on, load, lumber, oppress, 
overload, saddle, tax, trouble, weigh down, worry. 
u burdensome bothersome, difficult, exacting, 
hard, heavy, onerous, oppressive, taxing, tiring, 
troublesome, trying, wearisome, wearying, 
weighty, worrying. 


burdock /'b3:dok/ noun plant with prickly 
flowers and docklike leaves. 


bureau /'bjuareu/ noun (plural -s or -x /-2/) 1 
writing desk with drawers. 2 US chest of 
drawers. 3 office or department for specific busi- 
ness. 4 government department. 


m 1 desk, writing desk. 3, 4 agency, department, 
office, service. 


bureaucracy /bjue'rpkresi/ noun (plural -ies) 
1 government by central administration. 2 gov- 
ernment officials esp. regarded as oppressive 
and inflexible. 3 conduct typical of these. 

m 1 administration, government. 2 officialdom. 3 

paperwork, red tape, regulations. 


bureaucrat /‘bjuerakrzt/ noun official in bur- 
eaucracy. O bureaucratic /-'kreetik/ adjective. 


purgeon /'b3:d3(e)n/ verb grow rapidly, flour- 
ish. 

burger /'b3:gə/ noun colloquial hamburger. 
burgher /'b3:gə/ noun citizen, esp. of foreign 
town. 


burglar /'bs:gle/ noun person who commits 
burglary. 


m cat burglar, housebreaker, intruder, robber, 
| thief. 


burglary noun (plural -ies) illegal entry into 


90 


building to commit theft or other crime. 
m break-in, forcible entry, housebreaking, 
pilfering, robbery, stealing, theft, thieving. 


larceny, 


burgle /'bs:9(8)l/ verb (-ling) commit burglary 
(on). 

burgundy /'b3:gəndı/ noun (plural-ies) 1 redor 
white wine produced in Burgundy. 2 dark req 
colour. j F 

burial /‘bertel/ noun burying, esp. of corpse: 
funeral. á 


| entombment, funeral, interment, obsequies. 


burlesque /bs:'lesk/ noun 1 comic imitation 
parody. 2 US variety show, esp. with striptease. 
© adjective of or using burlesque. © verb (-ques, 
-qued, -quing) parody. : 
noun 1 caricature, imitation, mockery, parody, 
pastiche, satire, colloquial send-up, colloquial 
spoof, colloquial take-off, travesty. 


burly /‘bs:li/ adjective (-ier, -iest) large and 
sturdy. ; 
m athletic, beefy, brawny, heavy, hefty, colloquial 
hulking, husky, muscular, powerful, stocky, stout, 
strapping, strong, sturdy, thickset, tough, well 
built. 


burn’ verb (past & past participle burnt or 
burned) 1 (cause to) be consumed by fire. 2 blaze 
or glow with fire. 3 (cause to) be injured or 
damaged by fire, sun, or great heat. 4 use or be 
used as fuel. 5 produce (hole etc.) by fire or heat. 
6 char in working. 7 brand. 8 give or feel sensa- 
tion or pain (as) of heat. © moun sore or mark 
made by burning. o burn out 1 be reduced to 
nothing by burning. 2 (cause to) fail by burning. 
3 (usually burn oneself out) suffer exhaustion. 
burnt offering sacrifice offered by burning. 
m verb 1 carbonize, cremate, destroy by fire, fire, 
ignite, incinerate, kindle, light, reduce to ashes, set 
alight, setfire to, set on fire. 2 be alight, blaze, flame, 
flare, flicker, glow, smoke, smoulder, spark. 3 
blister, brand, char, scald, scorch, sear, singe, 
toast. © noun blister, scald, scorch. 


burn? noun Scottish brook. 


burner noun part of lamp or cooker etc. that 
emits flame. 
burning adjective 1 on fire. 2 causing injury oF 
damage by fire. 3 causing sensation as ifon fire. 
4 causing damage by action of acid. 5 (of smell 
produced by thing being on fire. 6 ardent. 
important, fervently discussed. 3 
1 ablaze, afire, aflame, alight, blazing, flaming: 
glowing, incandescent, lit up, on fire, raging, 
smouldering. 2, 3 biting, blistering, fiery, hot, _ 
inflamed, scalding, scorching, searing, smarting: 
stinging. 4 acid, caustic, corrosive. 5 acrid, 
pungent, reeking, scorching, smoky: 6 acute, 
ardent, consuming, eager, fervent, flaming, 
frenzied, heated, impassioned, intense, 
passionate, colloquial red-hot, vehement. 
crucial, important, pertinent, pressing, relevant, 
urgent, vital. - 


burnish /'banxj/ verb polish by rubbing. ©7104” 
shine produced by rubbing; lustre. 
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burnt past & past participle of Burn’. 
burp verb & noun colloquial belch. 


burr' noun 1 whirring sound. 2 rough sounding 
ofr. 3 rough edge on metal etc. 


burr = Bur. 


burrow /"barau/ noun hole dug by animal as 
dwelling. overb 1 make burrow. 2 make by 
digging. 3 (+ into) investigate or search. 

m noun earth, excavation, hole, retreat, sett, 

shelter, tunnel, warren. © verb 1, 2 poetical delve, 

dig, excavate, mine, tunnel. 


bursar /'b3:so/ noun 1 treasurer of college etc. 2 
holder of bursary. 


bursary /'bs:sar1/ noun (plural -ies) grant, esp. 
scholarship. 


burst verb (past & past participle burst) 1 force 
or be forced open; fly violently apart or give way 
suddenly; explode. 2 appear or come suddenly 
and forcefully. 3 (often + out, into) let out violent 
expression of feeling. © noun 1 bursting, explo- 
sion, outbreak. 2 spurt. 

a verb 1 break, colloquial bust, crack, 

disintegrate, erupt, explode, force open, give way, 

open suddenly, part suddenly, puncture, rupture, 

shatter, split, tear. 2 see RUSH' verb 1. 


burton /'b3:t(ə)n/ noun o go for a burton slang 
be lost, destroyed, or killed. 
bury /"bert/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 place (corpse) in 
ground, tomb, or sea. 2 put underground, hide in 
earth; cover up. 3 consign to obscurity. 4 (bury 
oneself or in passive; usually + in) involve 
(oneself) deeply. a bury the hatchet cease to 
quarrel. 
© 1 entomb, inter, lay to rest. 2 cover, embed, 
enclose, engulf, hide, immerse, implant, insert, 
plant, put away, secrete, sink, submerge. 4 (be 
buried) be absorbed, be engrossed, be immersed, 
be involved. 


bus noun (plural buses, US busses) large public 
passenger vehicle usually plying on fixed route. 
© verb (buses or busses, bussed, bussing) 1 go 
by bus. 2 US transport by bus (esp. to aid racial 
integration). o busman's holiday leisure spent 
in same occupation as working hours. bus 
shelter shelter for people waiting for bus. bus 
station centre where buses depart and arrive. 
bus stop regular stopping place of bus. 


m noun historical charabanc, coach, 
| double-decker, minibus, formal omnibus. 


busby /'bazbi/ noun (plural -ies) tall fur cap 
worn by hussars etc. 

bush!’ /buS/ noun 1 shrub; clump of shrubs. 2 
clump of hair or fur. 3 Australian etc. unculti- 
vated land; woodland. obush-baby small 
African lemur. Bushman member or language 
of a S. African aboriginal people. bushman 
dweller or traveller in Australian bush. bush 
telegraph rapid informal spreading of informa- 
tion etc. 

bush? /buS/ noun 1 metal lining of axle-hole etc. 
2 electrically insulating sleeve. 


burnt | busy 


bushel /'buf(ə)l/ noun measure of capacity for 
corn, fruit, etc. (8 gallons, 36.4 litres). 


bushy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 growing thickly or 
like bush. 2 having many bushes. 


m 1 dense, fluffy, fuzzy, hairy, luxuriant, shaggy, 
| thick. 


business /"biznis/ noun 1 one’s occupation or 
profession. 2 one’s own concern. 3 task, duty; 
thing(s) needing dealing with. 4 (difficult or 
unpleasant) matter or affair. 5 serious work. 6 
buying and selling; trade. 7 commercial firm. 
o businesslike practical, systematic. busi- 
nessman, businesswoman person engaged in 
trade or commerce. 
m 1 calling, career, craft, employment, industry, 
job, line of work, occupation, profession, pursuit, 
trade, vocation, work. 2 affair, concern, obligation, 
responsibility. 3 agenda, concern, duty, function, 
job, matter, point, question, subject, topic. 4 affair, 
issue, matter, problem, situation, subject, topic. 6 
buying and selling, commerce, dealings, industry, 
marketing, merchandising, selling, trade, trading, 
transactions. 7 company, concern, corporation, 
enterprise, establishment, firm, organization, 
colloquial outfit, partnership, practice, venture. 
o businesslike careful, efficient, hard-headed, 
logical, methodical, neat, orderly, practical, 
professional, prompt, systematic, well organized. 
businessman, businesswoman dealer, 
entrepreneur, executive, financier, industrialist, 
magnate, manager, merchant, trader, tycoon. 


busk verb perform esp. music in street etc. for 
tips. o busker noun. 


bust' noun 1 human chest, esp. of woman. 2 
sculpture of head, shoulders, and chest. 


bust? colloquial verb ( past & past participle bust 
or busted) 1 burst, break. 2 raid, search. 3 arrest. 
@adjective 1 burst, broken. 2 bankrupt. 
o bust-up quarrel; violent split or separation. go 
bust become bankrupt; fail. 


bustard /b'asted/ noun large swift-running 
bird. 


bustle’ /'bas(ə)l/ verb (ling) 1 (often + about) 
move busily and energetically. 2 make (person) 
hurry. 3 (as bustling adjective) active, lively. 
o noun excited activity. 

m verb 1 dart, dash, fuss, hasten, hurry, hustle, 

make haste, rush, scamper, scramble, scurry, 

scuttle, colloquial tear, whirl. 2 hurry, hustle, rush. 

@ noun activity, agitation, commotion, 

excitement, fuss, haste, hurly-burly, hurry, hustle, 

movement, restlessness, scurrying, toing and 

froing. 


bustle? /‘bas(a)l/ noun historical padding worn 
under skirt to puff it out behind. 


busy /'biz1/ adjective (ier, -lest) 1 occupied or 
engaged in work etc. 2 full of activity. 3 fussy. 
@ verb (-ies, -ied) occupy, keep busy. a busy- 
body meddlesome person. busy Lizzie house 
plant with usually red, pink, or white flowers. 
o busily adverb. 


but | by 


m adjective 1 active, assiduous, bustling about, 
committed, dedicated, diligent, employed, 
energetic, engaged, engrossed, immersed, 
industrious, involved, keen, occupied, colloquial 
onthe go, pottering, preoccupied, slaving, tied up, 
tireless, working. 2 bustling, frantic, full, hectic, 
lively. 3 see ELABORATE adjective 2.0 busybody 
gossip, meddler, scandalmonger, colloquial 
snooper, spy; (be a busybody) see INTERFERE 1,3. 


but conjunction 1 however. 2 on the other hand. 3 
otherwise than. © preposition except, apart from. 
© adverb only. o but for without the help or hin- 
drance etc. of. but then however. 


butane /'bju:tem/ noun hydrocarbon used in 
liquefied form as fuel. 


butch /botS/ adjective slang masculine, tough- 
looking. 

butcher /‘butJa/ noun 1 person who sells meat. 
2 slaughterer of animals for food. 3 brutal mur- 
derer. © verb1 slaughter or cut up (animal). 2 kill 
wantonly or cruelly. 3 colloquial ruin through 
incompetence. o butchery noun (plural -ies). 


butler /‘batle/ noun chief manservant of house- 
hold. 


butt! verb 1 push with head or horns. 2 (cause 
to) meet end to end. @ noun push or blow with 
head or horns. o butt in interrupt, meddle. 

w verb 4 buffet, bump, hit, jab, knock, poke, prod, 

punch, push, ram, shove, strike, thump. o butt in 

see INTERRUPT 1. 


butt? noun 1 (often + of) object of ridicule etc. 
2 mound behind target. 3 (in plural) shooting 
range. 


l m 1 end, mark, object, subject, target, victim. 


butt? noun 1 thicker end, esp. of tool or weapon. 
2 stub of cigarette etc. 3 US slang buttocks. 


u 1 haft, handle, shaft, stock. 2 end, remains, 
remnant, stub. 


butt‘ noun cask. 


| m barrel, cask, water-butt. 


butter /‘bate/ noun 1 yellow fatty substance 
made from cream, used as spread and in cooking. 
2 substance of similar texture. @ verb spread, 
cook, etc., with butter. o butter-bean dried large 
flat white bean. buttercup plant with yellow 
flowers. butter-fingers colloquial person likely 
to drop things. buttermilk liquid left after 
butter-making. butter muslin thin loosely woven 
cloth. butterscotch sweet made of butter and 
sugar. butter up colloquial flatter. 


butterfly /‘bateflat/ noun (plural -ies) 1 insect 
with 4 often showy wings. 2 (in plural) nervous 
sensation in stomach. a butterfly nut kind of 
wing-nut. butterfly stroke method of swimming 
with both arms lifted at same time. 


buttery’ adjective like or containing butter. 


buttery? noun (plural -ies) food store or snack 
bar, esp. in college. 


buttock /"batek/ noun (usually in plural) 1 
either protuberance on lower rear part of human 
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trunk. 2 corresponding part of animal. 

a (buttocks) coarse slang arse, colloquial 
backside, colloquial behind, bottom, slang bum 
US slang butt, haunches, hindquarters, Posterior 
colloquial rear, rump, seat. ` 


button /'bat(ə)n/ noun 1 disc or knob sewn to 
garmentetc. as fastening or for ornament. 2 knob 
etc. pressed to operate electronic equipment. 
© verb (often + up) fasten with buttons. o button 
mushroom small unopened mushroom. 


buttonhole noun 1 slit in cloth for button. 2 
flower(s) worn in lapel buttonhole. © verb (-ling) 
colloquial accost and detain (reluctant listener), 


buttress /‘batris/ noun support built against 
wall etc. © verb support or strengthen. 


m noun pier, prop, stay, support. © verb brace, 
prop up, reinforce, shore up, strengthen, support. 
buxom /'baksem/ adjective plump and rosy; 
large and shapely. 


m ample, full-figured, healthy-looking, plump, 
| robust, rounded, shapely, voluptuous. 
buy /bat/ verb (buys, buying; past & past parti- 
ciple bought /bo:t/) 1 obtain in exchange for 
money etc. 2 procure by bribery; bribe. 3 get by 
sacrifice etc. 4 slang accept, believe. © noun collo- 
quial purchase. o buy out pay (person) for own- 
ership, an interest, etc. buyout purchase of 
controlling share in company. buy up buy as 
much as possible of. 
m verb 1 acquire, come by, gain, get, get on hire 
purchase, invest in, obtain, pay for, procure, 
purchase. 


buyer noun person who buys, esp. stock for large 
shop. o buyer's market time when goods. are 
plentiful and cheap. 


u client, consumer, customer, patron, purchaser, 
shopper. 


buzz noun 1 hum of bee etc. 2 sound of buzzer. 3 
low murmur. 4 hurried activity. 5 slang tele- 
phone call. 6 slang thrill. everb 1 hum. 2 
summon with buzzer. 3 (often + about) move 
busily. 4 be filled with activity or excitement. 
o buzzword colloquial 1 fashionable technical 
word. 2 catchword. 


buzzard /"bazad/ noun large bird of hawk 
family. 


buzzer noun electrical buzzing device as signal. 


by /bat/ preposition 1 near, beside, along. 2 
through action, agency, or means of. 3 not later 
than. 4 past; via. 5 during. 6 to extent of. 7 accord- 
ingto. © adverb 1 near. 2aside, in reserve. 3 past. 
a by and by before long. by-election parliamen- 
tary election between general elections. 
by-product substance or result produced me 
dentally in making of something else. byroa 
minor road. by the by, by the way incidental: 
byway byroad or secluded path. byword 1 perso” 
or thing as notable example. 2 proverb. 


m o by-product adjunct, complement, 
consequence, corollary, repercussion, result, 
side effect, spin-off. 
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bye" /bat/ noun 4 Cricket run made from ball that 
passes batsman without being hit. 2 (in 
tournament) position of competitor left without 
opponent in round. 


bye? /bat/ interjection (also bye-bye) colloquial 
goodbye. 

bygone adjective past, departed. u let bygones 
be bygones forgive and forget past quarrels. 


by-law noun regulation made by local authority 
etc. 


byline noun line in newspaper etc. naming 
writer of article etc. 


bypass noun main road round town or its 
centre. © verb avoid. 


bye | Byzantine 


m verb avoid, circumvent, dodge, evade, find a way 
round, get out of, go round, ignore, omit, sidestep, 
skirt. 


byre /bato/ noun cowshed. 


bystander noun person present but not taking 
part. 


m eyewitness, looker-on, observer, onlooker, 
passer-by, spectator, watcher, witness, 
byte /bait/ noun Computing group of 8 binary 
digits, often representing one character. 
Byzantine /bi'zentam/ adjective 1 of Byzan- 
tium or E. Roman Empire. 2 of architectural etc. 


style developed in Eastern Empire. 3 compli- 
cated. 4 underhand. 


quccwecavancvcuscecucoucnnesscsccscocscccauscucwoscusneccuecscencensseurses 


eucuscccccscccvccccccses 
evocvccwccncscccuscscccusceucusscuscccscuscsssccssveccusscscusses 


Ct noun (also c) (Roman numeral) 100. 

C? abbreviation Celsius, centigrade. 

c.' abbreviation 1 century. 2 cent(s). 

c.? abbreviation: circa. 

ca. abbreviation: circa. 

CAA abbreviation Civil Aviation Authority. 

cab noun‘ taxi. 2 driver’s compartment in lorry, 
train, crane, etc. 

cabal /ke'bel/ noun 1 secret intrigue. 2 political 
clique. 

cabaret /'kæbərer/ noun entertainment in res- 
taurant etc. 

cabbage /‘kebid3/ moun 1 vegetable with green 
or purple leaves forming a round head. 2 collo- 
quial dull or inactive person. 0 cabbage white 
kind of white butterfly. 

cabby /‘keb1/ noun (plural -ies) colloquial taxi 
driver. 

caber /'kerbə/ noun tree trunk tossed as sport in 
Scotland. 

cabin /‘kebm/ noun 1 small shelter or house, 
esp. of wood. 2 room or compartment in aircraft, 
ship, etc. o cabin boy boy steward on ship. cabin 
cruiser large motor boat with accommodation. 


a 1 chalet, cottage, hut, lodge, shack, shanty, 
shed, shelter. 2 berth, compartment, quarters. 


cabinet /‘kebmut/ noun 1 cupboard or case for 
storing or displaying things. 2 casing of radio, 
television, etc. 3 (Cabinet) group of senior minis- 
ters in government. ocabinetmaker skilled 
joiner. 

cable /'kerb(ə)l/ noun 1 encased group of insu- 
lated wires for transmitting electricity etc. 2 
thick rope of wire or hemp. 3 cablegram. © verb 
(ling) send (message) or inform (person) by 
cable. o cable car small cabin on loop of cable 
for carrying passengers up and down mountain 
etc. cablegram message sent by undersea cable 
etc. cable stitch knitting stitch resembling 
twisted rope. cable television transmission of 
television programmes by cable to subscribers. 
m noun 1 cord, flex, lead, wire. 2 chain, cord, guy, 

hawser, line, mooring, rope, wire. 3 message, 

telegram, colloquial wire. 


caboodle /kə'bu:d(ə)l/ noun athe whole 
caboodle slang the whole lot. 

caboose /kə'bu:s/ noun 1 kitchen on ship's 
deck. 2 US guard’s van on train. 

cabriolet /kæbrrəv'ler/ noun car with folding 
top. 

cacao /kə'kau/ noun (plural -s) 1 seed from 
which cocoa and chocolate are made. 2 tree 
bearing it. 


wou ccccuccucccccvccccucusceusecccusoccvcessscessuscssesevesseues 
Pores 
. 


cache /kzJ/ noun 1 hiding place for treasure 
supplies, etc. 2 things so hidden. © verb (ching) 
place in cache. 


cachet /'kæfer/ noun 1 prestige. 2 distin- 
guishing mark or seal. 3 flat capsule for medi- 
cine. 


cack-handed /kæk'hændıd/ adjective collo- 
quial 1 clumsy. 2 left-handed. 


cackle /‘kzk(e)l/ noun 1 clucking of hen. 2 
raucous laugh. 3 noisy chatter. © verb (-ling) 4 
emit cackle. 2 chatter noisily. : 


cacophony /kə'kofənı/ noun (plural -ies) 
harsh discordant sound. 0 cacophonous adjec- 
tive. 

m atonality, caterwauling, din, discord, 

disharmony, dissonance, harshness, jangle, 

noise, racket, colloquial row, colloquial rumpus, 

tumult. o cacophonous discordant, dissonant, 

harsh, noisy, unmusical. 


cactus /‘kektes/ noun (plural -ti /-tat/ or 
-tuses) plant with thick fleshy stem and usually 
spines but no leaves. 

CAD abbreviation computer-aided design. 

cad noun man who behaves dishonourably. 
o caddish adjective. 

cadaver /ka'dzva/ noun corpse. 0 cadaverous 
adjective. 

caddie /'kzed1/ (also caddy) noun (plural -ies) 
golfer’s attendant carrying clubs etc. © verb 
(caddying) act as caddie. 

caddis /‘kedis/ noun o caddis-fly small noc- 
turnal insect living near water. caddis-worm 
larva of caddis-fly. 

caddy! /‘keedt/ noun (plural -ies) small con- 
tainer for tea. 

caddy? = canne. 

cadence /'kerd(ə)ns/ noun 1 fall in pitch of 
voice. 2 tonal inflection. 3 rhythm. 4 close of 
musical phrase. 

u 2inflection, intonation, lilt, rise and fall, tune. 3 

accent, beat, metre, pattern, rhythm, stress. 


cadenza /ke'denza/ noun Music virtuoso 
passage for soloist during concerto. 


cadet /kə'det/ moun young trainee in armed ser- 
vices or police force. 


l w beginner, learner, recruit, tiro, trainee. 


cadge verb (-ging) colloquial get or seek by 
begging. 


| m ask for, beg, scrounge, sponge. = 


Cadi /‘ka:d1/ noun (plural -s) judge in Muslim 
country. 
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cadmium /‘kedmiem/ noun soft bluish-white 
metallic element. 


cadre /‘ka:da/ noun 1 basic unit, esp. of service- 
men. 2 group of esp. Communist activists. 

caecum /‘si:kam/oun(UScecum)(plural-ca) 
pouch between small and large intestines. 

Caerphilly /kea'fili/ noun kind of mild pale 
cheese. 

Caesarean /srzeərion/ (US Cesarean, 
Cesarian) adjective (of birth) effected by Ca- 
esarean section. @noun (in full Caesarean 
section) delivery of child by cutting into 
mother’s abdomen. 

caesura /sr'zjuara/ noun (plural -s) pause in 
line of verse. 

café /'kæfer/ noun coffee house, restaurant. 

n bar, bistro, brasserie, buffet, cafeteria, canteen, 

coffee bar, coffee house, coffee shop, US diner, 

restaurant, snack bar, take-away, tearoom, 
teashop. 


cafeteria /kzfi'tierie/ noun self-service res- 
taurant. 

cafetière /kzfo'tiea/ noun coffee pot with 
plunger for pressing grounds to bottom. 

caffeine /‘kefi:n/ noun alkaloid stimulant in 
tea leaves and coffee beans. 

caftan /'kæftæn/ noun (also kaftan) 1 long tunic 
worn by men in Near East. 2 long loose dress. 

cage noun 1 structure of bars or wires, esp. for 
confining animals. 2 open framework, esp. lift in 
mine etc. © verb (-ging) confine in cage. 


a noun 1 aviary, coop, enclosure, hutch, pen, 
pound. © verb see CONFINE ver 1. 
cagey /‘kerd31/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 
cautious and non-committal. o cagily adverb. 
cagoule /ke'gu:]/ noun light hooded windproof 
jacket. 
cahoots /kə'hu:ts/ plural noun cin cahoots 
slang in collusion. 


caiman = CAYMAN. 

cairn /keən/ noun mound of stones. o cairn 
terrier small shaggy short-legged terrier. 

cairngorm /'keəngo:m/ noun yellow or 
wine-coloured semiprecious stone. 

caisson /'kers(ə)n/ noun watertight chamber 
for underwater construction work. 

cajole /ke'dseul/ verb (-ling) persuade by flat- 
tery, deceit, etc. o cajolery noun. 


u colloquial butter up, coax, flatter, inveigle, 
persuade, seduce. 


cake noun 1 mixture of flour, butter, eggs, sugar, 
etc. baked in oven. 2 flattish compact mass. 
overb (-king) 1 form into compact mass. 2 
(usually + with) cover (with sticky mass). 

m noun 1 bun, gateau. 2 bar, block, chunk, cube, 

loaf, lump, mass, piece, slab. @ verb 1 coagulate, 

congeal, consolidate, dry, harden, solidify, thicken. 

2 coat, clog, cover, encrust. 


calabash /'kæləbæf/ noun 1 gourd-bearing 


cadmium | calibrate 


tropical American tree. 2 bowl or pipe made from 
gourd. 

calabrese /'kæləbri:s, 
variety of broccoli. 


calamine /'kæləmaimn/ noun powdered zinc car- 
bonate and ferric oxide used in skin lotion. 


calamity /kəlæmıtı/ noun (plural -ies) disas- 
ter. o calamitous adjective. 
u accident, affliction, cataclysm, catastrophe, 
disaster, misadventure, mischance, misfortune, 
mishap, tragedy, tribulation. 0 calamitous 
colloquial awful, cataclysmic, catastrophic, 
deadly, devastating, dire, disastrous, distressful, 
dreadful, fatal, ghastly, ruinous, serious, 
colloquial terrible, tragic, unfortunate, unlucky, 
woeful. 


kælə'brersı/ moun 


calcareous /kzl'keartes/ adjective of or con- 
taining calcium carbonate. 


calceolaria /kelsta'‘learte/ noun plant with 
slipper-shaped flowers. 


calcify /'kælsıfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) harden by 
deposit of calcium salts. o calcification noun. 


calcine /‘kelsam/ verb (-ning) decompose or be 
decomposed by roasting or burning. o calcin- 
ation /-sm-/ noun. 

calcium /‘kezlsiem/ noun soft grey metallic 
element. 


calculate /‘kelkjulert/ verb (-ting) 1 ascertain 
or forecast by exact reckoning. 2 plan deliber- 
ately. a calculable adjective. calculation noun. 
m 41 add up, ascertain, assess, compute, count, 
determine, enumerate, estimate, evaluate, figure 
out, find out, gauge, judge, reckon, total, weigh, 
work out. 


calculated adjective 1 done with awareness of 
likely consequences. 2 (+ to do) designed to. 


| m 1 see DELIBERATE adjective 1. 


calculating adjective scheming, mercenary. 
| see CRAFTY. 


calculator noun device (esp. small electronic 
one) used for making calculations. 

calculus /‘kzlkjules/ noun (plural -luses or -li 
/-lat/) 1 Mathematics particular method of calcu- 
lation. 2 stone in body. : 

Caledonian /keli'deunten/ literary adjective of 
Scotland. @ noun Scot. 

calendar /‘kelmde/ noun 1 system fixing year’s 
beginning, length, and subdivision. 2 chart etc. 
showing such subdivisions. 3 list of special dates 
or events. o calendar year period from 1 Jan. to 
31 Dec. inclusive. 

calends /‘kzlendz/ plural noun (also kalends) 
first of month in ancient Roman calendar. 

calf" /ka:f/ noun (plural calves /ka:vz/) 1 young 
cow, bull, elephant, whale, etc. 2 calf leather. 
o calf-love romantic adolescent love. 

calf? /ka:f/ noun (plural calves /ka:vz/) fleshy 
hind part of human leg below knee. 

calibrate /‘kelibreit/ verb (-ting) 1 mark 
(gauge) with scale of readings. 2 correlate read- 


calibre | calvados 


ings of (instrument) with standard. 3 find calibre 
of (gun). a calibration noun. 
calibre /‘kzliba/ noun (US caliber) 1 internal 
diameter of gun or tube; diameter of bullet or 
shell. 2 strength or quality of character; ability; 
importance. i: 
m 1 bore, diameter, gauge, measure, size. 2 ability, 
capability, capacity, character, competence, 
distinction, excellence, genius, gifts, importance, 
merit, proficiency, quality, skill, stature, talent, 
worth z 


calico /'kælikəv/ noun (plural -es or US -s) 1 
cotton cloth, esp. white or unbleached. 2 US 
printed cotton cloth. © adjective 1 of calico. 2 US 
multicoloured. 

caliper = CALLIPER. 

caliph /‘keilif/ noun historical chief Muslim civil 
and religious ruler. 

calk US =cauLk. 

call /ko:1/ verb 1 (often + out) cry, shout, speak 
loudly. 2 emit characteristic sound. 3 communi- 
cate with by radio or telephone. 4 summon. 5 (+ 
Sor) fetch: 6 (often + on, in, at) make brief visit. 7 
order to take place. 8 name, describe, or regard 
as. 9 rouse from sleep. 10 (+ for) demand. © noun 
1 shout. 2 bird’s cry. 3 brief visit. 4 telephone 
conversation. 5 summons. 6 need, occasion. 7 
demand. o call box telephone box. call-girl pros- 
titute accepting appointments by telephone. call 
in 1 withdraw from circulation. 2 seek advice or 
services of. call off 1 cancel. 2 order (pursuer) to 
desist. call person names abuse or insult 
person. call the shots, tune colloquial be in 
control. call up 1 telephone. 2 recall. 3 summon 
(esp. to do military service). call-up noun 
summons to do military service. o caller noun. 

m verb 1 bellow, clamour, cry out, exclaim, hail, 

roar, shout, yell. 3 contact, dial, colloquial phone, 

ring, telephone. 4 convene, gather, invite, order, 
summon. 5 see FETCH 1. 6 (call on) colloquial drop 
in on, look in on, pop in on, visit. 7 arrange, order, 
organize, set up. 8 baptize, christen, dub, entitle, 
name, title. 9 arouse, awake, awaken, get up, rouse, 

wake, waken. 10 (call for) see DEMAND verb 1-2, 

REQUEST Verb 1. @ noun 1 bellow, cry, exclamation, 

roar, scream, shout, yell. 3 stay, stop, visit. 5 

bidding, invitation, signal, summons. 6 cause, 

excuse, justification, need, occasion. 7 demand, 
need, request, requirement. o call off 1 see 

CANCEL 1. call person names see INSULT 1. 


calligraphy /ke'ligrefi/ noun 1 beautiful hand- 
writing. 2 art of this. o calligrapher noun. calli- 
graphic /kælr'græfrk/ adjective. 


m copperplate, handwriting, illumination, 
lettering, penmanship, script. 


calling zoun 1 profession, occupation. 2 voca- 
tion. 

m 1 business, career, employment, job, line of 

work, métier, occupation, profession, pursuit, 

trade, work. 2 mission, vocation. 


calliper /'kælrpə/ noun (also caliper) 1 metal 
splint to support leg. 2 (in plural) compasses for 
measuring diameters. 
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callisthenics /kælrs'ðenıks/ plural noun exer- 
cises for fitness and grace. o callisthenic adjeç. 
tive. 

callosity /kə'lvsıtt/ noun (plural -ies) callus, 


callous /'kæləs/ adjective 1 unfeeling, unsym.- 
pathetic. 2 (also calloused) (of skin) hardeneq 
Ocallously adverb. callousness noun. : 
1 apathetic, cold, cold-hearted, cool, cruel, 
dispassionate, colloquial hardbitten, hard-boiled 
hardened, hard-hearted, colloquial hard-nosed, : 
heartless, inhuman, insensitive, merciless, 
pitiless, ruthless, thick-skinned, uncaring, 
unconcerned, unemotional, unfeeling, 
unsympathetic. 


callow /‘kelou/ adjective inexperienced, imma- 
ture. 
m adolescent, green, immature, inexperienced, 
innocent, often derogatory juvenile, naive, raw, 
unsophisticated, wet behind the ears, young. 


callus /'kæləs/ noun (plural calluses) area of 
hard thick skin. 


calm /ka:m/ adjective 1 tranquil, windless. 2 not 
agitated. © noun calm condition or period. © verb 
(often + down) make or become calm. o calmly 
adverb. calmness noun. 
m adjective 1 airless, even, flat, glassy, halcyon 
(days), motionless, placid, quiet, slow-moving, 
smooth, still, unclouded, windless. 2 collected, 
complacent, composed, controlled, cool, 
dispassionate, equable, impassive, 
imperturbable, colloquial laid-back, level-headed, 
moderate, pacific, passionless, patient, peaceful, 
poised, quiet, relaxed, restful, restrained, sedate, 
self-possessed, serene, tranquil, 
undemonstrative, unemotional, unexcitable, 
colloquial unflappable, unhurried, unperturbed, 
unruffled, untroubled. © noun calmness, peace, 
quietness, serenity, stillness, tranquillity. © verb 
appease, compose, control, cool, lull, mollify, 
pacify, placate, quieten, sedate, settle (down), 
sober down, soothe, tranquillize. o calmness 
complacency, composure, equability, equanimity, 
imperturbability, level-headedness, peace of 
mind, sang-froid, self-possession, serenity, 
colloquial unflappability. 


calomel /'kæləmel/ noun compound of mercury 
used as laxative. 

Calor gas /'kælə/ noun proprietary term lique- 
fied butane under pressure in containers for 
domestic use. 

calorie /'kælərı/ noun unit of heat, amount 
required to raise temperature of one gram (small 
calorie) or one kilogram (large calorie) of water 

y 1°C. 

calorific /kælə'rıfık/ adjective producing heat. 

calumniate /kə'lamnıert/ verb slander. 
Ocalumniation /-'e1f(2)n/ noun. calumniator 
noun. 

calumny /‘kzlemn1/ noun (plural-ies) slander; 
malicious misrepresentation. o calumnious 
[ka'lam-/ adjective. 

calvados /‘kzlvedns/ noun apple brandy. 
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calve /ka:v/ verb (-ving) give birth to (calf). 
calves plural of cauF':, 


- Calvinism /‘kelvmiz(s)m/ noun Calvin's the- 
ology, stressing predestination. o Calvinist 
noun & adjective. Calvinistic /-'nis-/ adjective. 

calx noun (plural calces /'kelsi:z/) powdery 
residue left after heating of ore or mineral. 


calypso /ke'lipseu/ noun (plural -s) W. Indian 
song with improvised usually topical words. 


calyx /'kerliks/ noun (plural calyces /-lisi:z/ or 


-es) leaves forming protective case of flower in 
bud. 


cam noun projection on wheel etc., shaped to 
convert circular into reciprocal or variable 
motion. 


camaraderie /kæmə'ra:dərı/ noun friendly 
comradeship. 


camber /‘kembo/ noun convex surface of road, 
deck, etc. © verb construct with camber. 


camane ['kæmbrık/ noun fine linen or cotton 
cloth. 


camcorder /‘keemko:da/ noun combined port- 
able video camera and recorder. 


came past of COME. 


camel /'kæm(ə)l/ noun 1 long-legged ruminant 
with one hump (Arabian camel) or two humps 
(Bactrian camel). 2 fawn colour. 


camellia /kə'mi:lrə/ noun evergreen flowering 
shrub. 


Camembert /'kæməmbeə/ noun kind of soft 
creamy cheese. 


cameo /‘kzem1eu/ noun (plural -s) 1 small piece 
of hard stone carved in relief. 2 short literary 
sketch or acted scene. 3 small part in play or film. 


camera /‘kemre/ noun apparatus for taking 
photographs or for making motion film or televi- 
sion pictures. o cameraman operator of film or 
television camera. in camera in private. 


camiknickers | /‘kemmikez/ plural noun 
woman’s knickers and vest combined. 


camisole /‘kemiseul/ noun woman's under- 
bodice. 


camomile /‘kzmemail/ noun (also chamo- 
mile) aromatic herb with flowers used to make 
tea. 


camouflage /'kæməfla:3/ noun 1 disguising of 
soldiers, tanks, etc., so that they blend into back- 
ground. 2 such disguise. 3 animal's natural 
blending colouring. 4 concealment of true 
nature. © verb (-ging) hide by camouflage. 

m noun 1, 2 cover, disguise. 3 protective colouring. 

4blind, cloak, concealment, cover, disguise, 

facade, front, guise, mask, pretence, screen, veil. 
© verb cloak, conceal, cover up, disguise, hide, 

mask, obscure, screen, veil. 


camp‘ noun 1 place where troops are lodged or 
trained. 2 temporary accommodation of tents, 

- huts, etc., for detainees, holidaymakers, etc. 3 
fortified site. 4 party supporters regarded collect- 
ively. @ verb set up or live in camp. O camp. bed 
portable folding bed. camp follower 1 civilian 


calve | canasta 


worker in military camp. 2 disciple. campsite 
place for camping. 


a noun 1 base, bivouac, encampment. 2 camping 
ground, campsite, settlement. 

camp? colloquial adjective 1 affected; theat- 

rically exaggerated. 2 effeminate; homosexual. 


@7oun camp manner. @ verb behave or do in 
camp way. 


campaign /kem'pem/ noun 1 organized course 
of action, esp. to gain publicity. 2 series of mili- 
tary operations. @ verb take part in campaign. 
o campaigner noun. 

m noun 1 battle, crusade, drive, effort, fight, 

movement, offensive, push, struggle, war. 2 action, 

battle, historical crusade, fight, manoeuvre, 

movement, offensive, operation, war. 


campanile /kempea'ni:l/ noun bell tower, 
usually free-standing. 

campanology /kempe'nvled31/ noun 1 study 
of bells. 2 bell-ringing. 0 campanologist noun. 

campanula /kzm'penjule/ noun plant with 
bell-shaped flowers. 

camper noun 1 person who camps. 2 motor 
vehicle with beds. 

camphor /'kæmfə/ noun pungent crystalline 
substance used in medicine and formerly moth- 
balls. 

camphorate verb (-ting) impregnate with 
camphor. 

campion /‘kemprien/ noun wild plant with 
usually pink or white notched flowers. 

campus /‘kempss/ noun (plural -es) grounds 
of university or college. 


| u grounds, setting, site. 

camshaft noun shaft carrying cam(s). 

can! auxiliary verb (3rd singular present can, 
past could /kud/) 1 beable to. 2 have the potential 
to. 3 be permitted to. 

can? noun 1 metal vessel for liquid. 2 sealed tin 
container for preservation of food or drink. 3 
(in plural) slang headphones. 4 (the can) slang 
prison. 5 (the can) US slang lavatory. @ verb 
(-nn-) preserve (food etc.) in can. O canned 
music pre-recorded music. carry the can bear 
responsibility. in the can colloquial completed. 

canal /kə'næl/ noun 4 artificial inland water- 
way. 2 tubular duct in plant or animal. 


| m 1 channel, waterway. 


canalize /'kænəlarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 convert (river) into canal. 2 provide 
(area) with canal(s). 3 channel. o canalization 
noun. 

canapé /'kænəper/ noun small piece of bread or 
pastry with savoury topping. 

canard /‘kzna:d/ noun unfounded rumour. 

canary /kə'neərı/ noun (plural -ies) small song- 
bird with yellow feathers. 

canasta /kə'næstə/ noun card game resembling 
rummy. 


cancan | cant 


cancan /'kænkæn/ noun high-kicking dance. 
cancel /'kæns(ə)l/ verb (-Il-; US-I-) 1 revoke; dis- 
continue (arrangement); annul. 2 delete. 3 mark 
(ticket, stamp, etc.) to invalidate it. 4 (often + 
out) neutralize, counterbalance. 5 Mathematics 
strike out (equal factor) on each side of equation 
etc. o cancellation noun. 
m 1 abandon, abolish, abort, abrogate, annul, call 
off, countermand, drop, eliminate, give up, 
invalidate, override, overrule, quash, repeal, 
rescind, revoke, scrap, colloquial scrub, wipe out, 
write off. 2 cross out, delete, erase, expunge, 
obliterate, wipe out. 4 (cancel out) see NEUTRALIZE 
2. 


cancer /‘kensa/ noun 1 malignant tumour. 2 
disease caused by this. 3 corruption. 3 (Cancer) 
fourth sign of zodiac. o cancerous adjective. 


| m 1 carcinoma, growth, malignancy, tumour. 


candela /kæn'di:lə/ noun SI unit of luminous 
intensity. 


candelabrum /kendrla:brem/ noun (also 
-bra) (plural -bra, US -brums, -bras) large 
branched candlestick or lampholder. 


candid /‘kendid/ adjective 1 frank. 2 (of 

photograph) taken informally, usually without 

subject’s knowledge. o candidly adverb. 

| a 1 blunt, direct, forthright, frank, honest, 

| ingenuous, no-nonsense, objective, open, 

| outspoken, plain, sincere, straight, 

| Straightforward, transparent, true, truthful, 
unbiased, undisguised, unequivocal, unflattering, 
unprejudiced. 


candidate /‘kendidat/ noun 1 person nomin- 
ated for, seeking, or likely to gain, office, pos- 
ition, award, etc. 2 person entered for exam. 
o candidacy noun. candidature noun. 


| m 1 applicant, aspirant, competitor, contender, 
contestant, entrant, nominee, pretender (to 
throne), runner, suitor. 2 entrant, examinee. 


candle /'5kænd(ə)l/ noun (usually cylindrical) 
block of wax or tallow enclosing wick which 
gives light when burning. o candlelight light 
from candle(s). candlelit lit by candle(s). candle- 
stick holder for candle(s). candlewick 1 thick 
soft yarn. 2 tufted material made from this. 


candour /‘kendo/ noun (US candor) frankness. 


candy /‘kendi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 (in full 
Sugar-candy) sugar crystallized by repeated 
boiling and evaporation. 2 US sweets; a sweet. 
© verb (-ies, -ied) (usually as candied adjective) 
preserve (fruit etc.) in candy. o candyfloss fluffy 
mass of spun sugar. candy stripe alternate white 
and esp. pink stripes. 


candytuft /keendrtaft/ noun plant with white, 
pink, or purple flowers in tufts. 


cane noun 1 hollow jointed stem of giant reed 
or grass, or solid stem of slender palm, used for 
wickerwork or as walking stick, plant support, 
instrument of punishment, etc. 2 sugar cane. 
© verb(-ning) 1 beat with cane. 2 weave cane into 
(chair etc.). 
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| u noun 1 rod, stick. © verb 1 see THRASH 1. 


canine /'kemam/ adjective of a dog or dogs. 
enoun 1 dog. 2 (in full canine tooth) tooth 
between incisors and molars. 

canister /‘kenista/ noun 1 small usually metal 
box for tea etc. 2 cylinder of shot, tear gas, etc. 

canker /'kæņkə/ noun 1 disease of trees and 
plants. 2 ulcerous ear disease of animals. 3 cor- 
rupting influence. © verb 1 infect with canker. 2 
corrupt. o cankerous adjective. 

cannabis /‘kenebis/ noun 1 hemp plant. 2 parts 
of it used as narcotic. 

cannelloni /kænə'ləvnı/ plural noun tubes of 
pasta stuffed with savoury mixture. 

cannibal /‘keentb(e)l/ noun person or animal 
that eats its own species. a cannibalism noun. 
cannibalistic /-‘lis-/ adjective. 

cannibalize /‘kenibelarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) use (machine etc.) as source of spare 
parts 

cannon /‘kenon/ noun 1 automatic aircraft gun 
firing shells. 2 (plural usually same) historical 
large gun. 3 hitting of two balls successively by 
player’s ball in billiards. overb (usually + 
against, into) collide. o cannon ball historical 
large ball fired by cannon. 

cannonade /kænə'nerd/ noun period of con- 
anuon heavy gunfire. © verb bombard with can- 
nonade. 


cannot /‘kenot/ can not. 
canny /'kænı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 shrewd. 2 
thrifty. 


canoe /ka'nu:/ noun light narrow boat, usually 
paddled. © verb (-noes, -noed, -noeing) travel in 
canoe. o canoeist noun. 


| m noun dugout, kayak. 


canon /'kænən/ noun 1 general law, rule, prin- 
ciple, or criterion. 2 church decree. 3 member of 
cathedral chapter. 4 set of (esp. sacred) writings 
accepted as genuine. 5 part:of RC Mass con- 
taining words of consecration. 6 Music piece 
with different parts taking up same theme suc- 
cessively. o canon law ecclesiastical law. 


canonical /kə'nonık(ə)l/ adjective 1 according 
to canon law. 2 included in canon of Scripture. 3 
authoritative, accepted. 4 of (member of) cath- 
edral chapter. @noun (in plural) canonical 
dress of clergy. 


canonize /‘kenenarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) declare officially to be saint. o canoniza- 
tion noun. 


Canopy /'kænəpı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 sus- 
pended covering over throne, bed, etc. 2 over- 
hanging shelter. 3 sky. 4 rooflike projection. 
© verb (-ies, -ied) supply or be canopy to. 

eo 1, 2 awning, cover, covering, shade, 
shelter, 


cant! noun 1 insincere pious or moral talk. 2 
language peculiar to class, profession, etc.; 
jargon. @ verb use cant. 


cant? noun 1 slanting surface, bevel. 2 oblique 
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push or jerk. 3 tilted position. © verb push or 
pitch out of level. 


can’t /ka:nt/ can not. 


cantabile /ken'ta:bilet/ Music adverb & adjec- 
tive in smooth flowing style. © noun cantabile 
passage or movement. 


cantaloupe /‘kentalu:p/ noun (also canta- 
loup) small round ribbed melon. 


cantankerous /ken'tenkeres/ adjective 
bad-tempered, quarrelsome. o cantankerously 
adverb. cantankerousness noun. 


cantata /kæn'ta:tə/ noun composition for vocal 
soloists and usually chorus and orchestra. 


canteen /ken'ti:n/ noun 1 restaurant for 
employees in office, factory, etc. 2 shop for provi- 
sions in barracks or camp. 3 case of cutlery. 4 
soldier’s or camper’s water-flask. 


canter /‘keenta/ noun horse’s pace between trot 
and gallop. © verb (cause to) go at a canter. 


canticle /'kæntık(ə)l/ noun song or chant with 
biblical text. 


cantilever /‘kenttli:va/ noun 1 bracket, beam, 
etc. projecting from wall to support balcony etc. 
2 beam or girder fixed at one end only. o canti- 
lever bridge bridge made of cantilevers pro- 
jecting from piers and connected by girders. 
o cantilevered adjective. 


canto /'kæntəv/ noun ( plural-s) division of long 
poem. 

canton noun /‘kenton/ subdivision of country, 
esp. Switzerland. © verb /keen'tu:n/ put (troops) 
into quarters. 

cantonment /ken'tu:nmont/ noun lodgings of 
troops. 


cantor /‘keento:/ noun 1 church choir leader. 2 
precentor in synagogue. 


Canvas /'kænvəs/ noun 1 strong coarse cloth 
used for sails and tents etc. and for oil painting. 
2a painting on canvas. 


canvass /‘kenvas/ verb 1 solicit votes (from). 
2 ascertain opinions of. 3 seek custom from. 4 
propose (idea etc.). @ moun canvassing. O can- 
vasser noun. 

m verb 1 campaign, drum up support, electioneer, 

Solicit (votes). 2 see POLL verb 3. @ noun 

Campaign, census, enquiry, examination, 

investigation, market research, opinion poll, poll, 

probe, scrutiny, survey. 


Canyon /'kænjən/ noun deep gorge. 


| u defile, gorge, US gulch, pass, ravine, valley. 


CAP abbreviation Common Agricultural Policy 
(Of EC). 


Cap noun 1 soft brimless hat, often with peak. 
2 head-covering of nurse etc. 3 cap as sign of 
membership of sports team. 4 academic mor- 
tarboard. 5 cover resembling cap, or designed to 
close, seal, or protect something. 6 contraceptive 
diaphragm. 7 percussion cap. 8 dental crown. 
© verb (-pp-) 1 put cap on. 2 cover top or end of. 
3 limit. 4 award sports cap to. 5 form top of. 6 
surpass, 


can’t | capital 


m noun 1-4 hat, head-covering. 5 covering, lid, top. 
© verb2 see cover verb 1. 


capable /'kerpəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 competent, 
able. 2 (+ of) having ability, fitness, etc. for. 
a capability noun ( plural -ies). capably adverb. 
m 1 able, accomplished, adept, clever, competent, 
effective, efficient, experienced, expert, gifted, 
handy, intelligent, masterly, practised, proficient, 
qualified, skilful, skilled, talented, trained. 2 
(capable of ) apt to, disposed to, equal to, liable to. 


capacious /ka'perfes/ adjective roomy. 
o capaciousness noun. 


capacitance /ke'pzsit(a)ns/ noun ability to 
store electric charge. 


capacitor /kə'pæsıtə/ noun type of device for 
storing electric charge. 


capacity /kə'pæsıtı/ noun (plural-ies) 1 power 
to contain, receive, experience, or produce. 2 
maximum amount that can be contained etc. 3 
mental power. 4 position or function. @ adjective 
fully occupying available space etc. 

a noun 2 content, dimensions, magnitude, room, 

size, volume. 3 ability, acumen, capability, 

cleverness, competence, intelligence, potential, 

power, skill, talent, wit. 4 duty, function, job, office, 

place, position, post, province, responsibility, role. 


caparison /ke'peris(s)n/ literary noun 1 
horse's trappings. 2 finery. @ verb adorn. 


cape’ noun short cloak. 
l m cloak, cope, mantle, shawl, wrap. 


cape? noun 1 headland, promontory. 2 (the 
Cape) Cape of Good Hope. 


l m 1 head, headland, peninsula, point, promontory. 


caper' /‘kerpa/ verb jump playfully. @ noun 1 
playful leap. 2 prank. 3 slang illicit activity. 

m verb 1 bound, cavort, dance, frisk, frolic, 

gambol, hop, jig about, jump, leap, play, prance, 

romp, skip, spring. 


caper /‘kerpa/ noun 1 bramble-like shrub. 2 (in 
plural) its pickled buds. 


capercaillie /kepo'kerli/ noun (also caper- 
cailzie /-kerlz1/) large European grouse. 


capillarity /keprlertt/ noun rise or depres- 
sion of liquid in narrow tube. 


capillary /ke'pilert/ adjective 1 of hair. 2 of 
narrow diameter. © noun (plural -ies) capillary 
tube or blood vessel. o capillary action capillar- 
ity. 

capital /'kæpt(ə)l/ noun 1 chief town or city of 
a country or region. 2 money etc. with which 
company starts in business. 3 accumulated 
wealth. 4 capital letter. 5 head of column or 
pillar. e@ adjective 1 involving punishment by 
death. 2 most important. 3 (of letters) large; used 
to begin sentence or name. 4 colloquial excellent. 
o capital gain profit from sale of investments or 
property. capital goods machinery, plant, etc. 
capital transfer tax historical tax levied on 
transfer of capital by gift or bequest etc. 


capitalism | caramel 


m noun 4 centre of government, chief city. 2, 3 
assets, cash, finance, funds, investments, money, 
principal, property, slang the ready, resources, 
tiches, savings, stock, wealth, colloquial the 
wherewithal. @ adjective 2 chief, controlling, first, 
foremost, important, leading, main, paramount, 
pre-eminent, primary, principal. 3 big, block, initial, 
large, upper-case. 4 see EXCELLENT. 


capitalism noun economic and political 
system dependent on private capital and 
profit-making. 

capitalist noun 1 person using or possessing 
capital. 2 advocate of capitalism. © adjective of 
or favouring capitalism. o capitalistic /-‘lis-/ 
adjective. 

capitalize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 

_ convert into or provide with capital. 2 write 

(letter ofalphabet) as capital. 3 begin (word) with 
capital letter. 4 (+ on) use to one’s advantage. 
O capitalization noun. 


capitulate /ka'pitjulert/ verb (-ting) surrender. 
o capitulation noun. 

m acquiesce, concede, fall, give in, relent, submit, 

succumb, surrender, throw in the towel, yield. 


capon /‘kerpen/ noun castrated cock. 


cappuccino /kepu'tJi:neu/ noun (plural -s) 
frothy milky coffee. 


caprice /ka'pri:s/ oun 1 whim. 2lively or fanci- 
ful work of music etc. 


Capricious /ka'prifes/ adjective subject to 
whims; unpredictable. ocapriciously adverb. 
capriciousness noun. 

m changeable, erratic, fanciful, fickle, fitful, flighty, 
impulsive, inconstant, mercurial, moody, quirky, 
uncertain, unpredictable, unreliable, unstable, 

variable, wayward, whimsical. 


Capricorn /‘kepriko:n/ noun tenth sign of 
zodiac. 

capsicum /‘kepsikem/ noun 1 plant with 
edible fruits. 2 red, green, or yellow fruit of this. 


capsize /kzp'saiz/ verb (-zing) 1 (of boat) be 
overturned. 2 overturn (boat). 


m flip over, invert, keel over, overturn, tip over, 
turn over, turn turtle, turn upside down. 


capstan /‘kepst(a)n/ noun 1 thick revolving 

cylinder for winding cable etc. 2 revolving 
spindle controlling speed of tape on tape 
recorder. o capstan lathe lathe with revolving 
tool holder. 


capsule keepsju:l/ noun 1 small soluble case 

enclosing medicine. 2 detachable compartment 
of spacecraft or nose-cone of rocket. 3 enclosing 
membrane. 4 dry fruit releasing seeds when 
ripe. 


| m 1 lozenge, pill, tablet. 


Capt. abbreviation Captain. 


captain /'5kæptm/ noun 1 chief, leader; leader 
of team. 2 commander of ship. 3 pilot of civil 
aircraft. 4 army officer next above lieutenant. 
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@ verb be captain of. a captaincy noun (plural 
-ies). 

a noun 1 colloquial boss, chief, head, leader. 2 
commander, master, officer in charge, pilot, 
skipper. 


caption /‘kepJ(e)n/ noun 1 wording appended 
to illustration or cartoon. 2 wording on cinema 
or television screen. 3 heading of chapter, 
article, etc. @ verb provide with caption. 

a noun description, explanation, heading, 

headline, subtitle, surtitle, title. 


captious /‘kepJas/ adjective fault-finding. 

captivate /‘keptivert/ verb (-ting) fascinate, 
charm. o captivation noun. 

n attract, beguile, bewitch, charm, delight, 

enamour, enchant, enrapture, enslave, ensnare, 

enthral, entrance, fascinate, hypnotize, infatuate, 

mesmerize, seduce, win. 


captive /‘keptrv/ noun confined or imprisoned 
person or animal. © adjective 1 taken prisoner; 
confined. 2 unable to escape. o captivity /-'trv-/ 
noun. 
m noun esp. historical convict, detainee, hostage, 
internee, prisoner, slave. © adjective 1 caged, 
captured, chained, confined, detained, enslaved, 
ensnared, fettered, imprisoned, incarcerated, 
jailed, restricted, secure, taken prisoner, under 
lock and key. o captivity bondage, confinement, 
custody, detention, imprisonment, incarceration, 
internment, prison, protective custody, remand, 
restraint, servitude, slavery. 


captor /'kæptə/ noun person who captures. 


capture /'kæptfə/ verb (-ring) 1 take prisoner; 
seize. 2 portray in permanent form. 3 record on 
film or for use in computer. @ noun 1 act of cap- 
turing. 2 thing or person captured. 

m verb 1 apprehend, arrest, colloquial bag, catch, 

colloquial collar, conquer, corner, ensnare, entrap, 

get, slang nab, net, slang nick, overpower, secure, 

seize, snare, take prisoner, trap. © noun 1 

apprehension, arrest, seizure. 


Capuchin [keepjot{m/ noun 1 friar of branch 
of Franciscans. 2 (capuchin) monkey with hair 
like black hood. 


Car noun 1 motor vehicle for driver and small 
number of passengers. 2 railway carriage of spe- 
cified type. 3 US any railway carriage or van. 
Ocar bomb terrorist bomb placed in or under 
parked car. car boot sale sale of goods from 
(tables stocked from) boots of cars. car park area 
for parking cars. car phone radio-telephone for 
use in car etc. carport roofed open-sided shelter 
for car. carsick nauseous through car travel. 

m 1 USautomobile, slang banger, colloquial jalopy, 
maior, motor car, motor vehicle, vehicle, slang 
eels. 


Caracul = KARAKUL. 


carafe [kə'ræf/ noun glass container for water 
or wine. 


caramel /‘keramel/ noun 4 burnt sugar or 
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syrup. 2 kind of soft toffee. o caramelize verb 
(also -ise) (-zing or -sing). 

carapace /'kerapels/ noun upper shell of tor- 
toise or crustacean. 


carat /'kærət/ noun 1 unit of weight for precious 
stones. 2 measure of purity of gold. 


caravan /'kærəvæn/ noun 1 vehicle equipped 
for living in and usually towed by car. 2 people 
travelling together, esp. across desert. o cara- 
vanner noun. 


caravanserai /kærə'vænsərar/ noun Eastern 
inn with central courtyard. 


caravel /'kærəvel/ noun historical small light 
fast ship. 


caraway /'kærəwer/ noun plant with small aro- 
matic fruit (caraway seed) used in cakes etc. 


carbide /‘ka:baid/ noun binary compound of 
carbon. 


carbine /'ka:bam/ noun kind of short rifle. 


carbohydrate /ka:ba‘haidrert/ noun energy- 
producing compound of carbon, hydrogen, 
and oxygen. 


carbolic /ka:'bolik/ noun (in full carholic acid) 
kind of disinfectant and antiseptic. o carbolic 
soap soap containing this. 


carbon /‘ka:ben/ noun 1 non-metallic element 
occurring as diamond, graphite, and charcoal, 
and in all organic compounds. 2 carbon copy. 3 
carbon paper. 0 carbon copy 1 copy made with 
carbon paper. 2 person or thing identical or 
similar to another. carbon dating determination 
of age of object from decay of carbon-14. carbon 
dioxide gas found in atmosphere and formed by 
respiration. carbon fibre thin filament of carbon 
used as strengthening material. carbon-14 
radioactive carbon isotope of mass 14. carbon 
monoxide poisonous gas formed by burning 
carbon incompletely. carbon paper thin 
carbon-coated paper for making copies. carbon 
tax tax on fuels producing greenhouse gases. 
carbon-12 stable isotope of carbon used as a 
standard. 


carbonate /‘ka:baneit/ noun salt of carbonic 
acid. © verb (-ting) fill with carbon dioxide. 

carbonic § /ka:'bonik/ adjective containing 
carbon. o carbonic acid weak acid formed from 
carbon dioxide in water. 

carboniferous /ka:ba'ntferes/ adjective produ- 
cing coal. 

Carbonize /‘ka:banaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 reduce to charcoal or coke. 2 convert 


to carbon. 3 coat with carbon. o carbonization 
noun. 


carborundum /ka:bə'randəm/ noun com- 
pound of carbon and silicon used esp. as abra- 
sive. 

Carboy /'ka:bo1/ noun large globular glass bottle. 
Carbuncle /‘ka:bank(e)l/ noun 4 severe skin 
abscess. 2 bright red jewel. 

Carburettor /ka:be'reta/ noun apparatus 
mixing air with petrol vapour in internal- 
Combustion engine. 


carapace | care 


Carcass /'ka:kes/ noun (also carcase) 1 dead 
body of animal or bird or (colloquial) person. 2 
framework. 3 worthless remains. 

m 1 body, cadaver, corpse, meat, remains. 2 
framework, hulk, remains, shell, skeleton, 
structure. 


carcinogen /ka:'smad3(e)n/ noun substance 
producing cancer. ocarcinogenic /-dzen-/ 
adjective. 

carcinoma /ka:srnauma/ noun (plural carcin- 
omata /-ta/ or carcinomas) cancerous growth. 


card' noun‘ thick stiffpaper or thin pasteboard. 
2 piece of this for writing or printing on, esp. to 
send greetings, to identify person, or to record 
information. 3 small rectangular piece of plastic 
used to obtain cash, credit, etc. 4 playing card. 5 
(in plural) card-playing. 6 (in plural) colloquial 
employee's tax etc. documents. 7 programme of 
events at race meeting etc. 8 colloquial eccentric 
person. O card-carrying registered as member 
(esp. of political party). card index index with 
separate card for each item. cardphone public 
telephone operated by card instead of money. 
card-sharp swindler at card games. card vote 
block vote. on the cards possible or likely. 


m 1 cardboard, pasteboard. 3 bank card, cash 
card, charge card, cheque card, credit card. 
card? noun wire brush etc. for raising nap on 
cloth etc. @ verb brush with card. 


cardamom /‘ka:demem/ noun seeds of SE 
Asian aromatic plant used as spice. 

cardboard noun pasteboard or stiff paper. 

cardiac /'ka:dræk/ adjective of the heart. 

cardigan /‘ka:digan/ noun knitted jacket. 

cardinal /'ka:dm(ə)l/ adjective 1 chief, funda- 
mental, 2 deep scarlet. @ noun one of leading RC 
dignitaries who elect Pope. o cardinal number 
number representing quantity (1, 2, 3, etc.); 
compare ORDINAL. 

cardiogram /‘ka:dreugrem/ noun record of 
heart movements. 

cardiograph /‘ka:drevgra:f/ noun instrument 
recording heart movements. Oo cardiographer 
]-ngrəfə/ noun. cardiography /-'ogrofi/ noun. 

cardiology /ka:dr'vled31/ noun branch of medi- 
cine concerned with heart. a cardiologist noun. 


cardiovascular /ka:dreu'veeskjula/ adjective 
of heart and blood vessels. 


care /kea/ noun 1 (cause of) anxiety or concern. 
2 serious attention; caution. 3 protection, 
charge. 4 task. @ verb (-ring) (usually + about, 
for, whether) feel concern or interest or affection. 
Din care (of child) under local authority super- 
vision. take care 1 be careful. 2 (+ to do) not fail 
or neglect to. take care of 1 look after. 2 deal 
with. 3 dispose of. 
a noun 1 anxiety, burden, concern, difficulty, 
hardship, problem, responsibility, sorrow, stress, 
tribulation, trouble, vexation, woe, worry. 2 
attention, carefulness, caution, circumspection, 
concentration, concern, diligence, exactness, 
forethought, heed, meticulousness, pains, 


careen | carob 


j prudence, solicitude, thoroughness, thought, 
vigilance, watchfulness. 3 charge, control, 
custody, guardianship, keeping, management, 
protection, safe keeping, archaic ward. @ verb be 
troubled, bother, concern oneself, mind, worry; 
(care for) see LOVE verb 1, TEND”. 


careen /kə'ri:n/ verb 1 turn (ship) on side for 
repair. 2 move or swerve wildly. 

career /ka'r1a/ noun 1 professional etc. course 
through life. 2 profession or occupation. 3 swift 
course. @ adjective 1 pursuing or wishing to 
pursue a career. 2 working permanently in speci- 
fied profession. © verb move or swerve wildly. 

n noun 2 business, calling, craft, employment, job, 

livelihood, living, métier, occupation, profession, 

trade, vocation, work. © verb see RUSH‘ verb 1. 


careerist noun person predominantly con- 
cerned with personal advancement. 


carefree adjective1 light-hearted, joyous. 2 free 
of troubles. 
m 1 blasé, careless, casual, cheery, contented, 
debonair, easygoing, happy, happy-go-lucky, 
indifferent, insouciant, colloquial laid-back, 
light-hearted, nonchalant, relaxed, unconcerned, 
unworried. 2 easy, leisured, peaceful, quiet, 


| relaxing, restful, trouble-free, untroubled. 


careful adjective 1 painstaking. 2 cautious. 3 
taking care; not neglecting. o carefully adverb. 
carefulness noun. 

m 1 accurate, conscientious, deliberate, diligent, 

exhaustive, fastidious, fussy, judicious, 

methodical, meticulous, neat, orderly, organized, 
painstaking, particular, precise, punctilious, 
responsible, rigorous, scrupulous, systematic, 
thorough, well organized. 2 alert, attentive, 
cautious, chary, circumspect, heedful, mindful, 
observant, prudent, solicitous, thoughtful, vigilant, 

wary, watchful; (be careful) see BEWARE 1. 


careless adjective 1 done without care. 2 not 
taking care or paying attention. 3 unthinking, 
insensitive. 4 light-hearted. o carelessly 
adverb. carelessness noun. 
a 1 casual, confused, cursory, disorganized, 
hasty, imprecise, inaccurate, messy, perfunctory, 
shoddy, slapdash, slipshod, sloppy, slovenly, 
thoughtless, untidy. 2 absent-minded, inattentive, 
incautious, irresponsible, negligent, rash, 
reckless, scatterbrained, unwary. 3 heedless, 
ill-considered, imprudent, inconsiderate, 
thoughtless, uncaring, unguarded, unthinking. 4 
Se@ CAREFREE 1. O carelessness haste, 
inattention, irresponsibility, negligence, 
recklessness, sloppiness, slovenliness, 
thoughtlessness, untidiness. 


Carer noun person who cares for sick or elderly 
person, esp. at home. 

caress /ka'res/ verb touch lovingly. enoun 
loving touch. 


m verb cuddle, embrace, fondle, hug, kiss, pat, pet, 
smooth, stroke, touch. 


caret /'kærət/ noun mark indicating insertion 
in text. 
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caretaker noun person in charge of mainten- 
ance of building. © adjective taking temporary 
control. 


| a noun custodian, janitor, keeper, porter. 


careworn adjective showing effects of pro- 
longed anxiety. 


| m gaunt, grim, haggard, weary. 


cargo /‘ka:gau/ noun (plural -es or -s) goods 
carried by ship or aircraft. 


m consignment, freight, goods, load, 
| merchandise, payload, shipment. 


Caribbean /kærə'bi:ən/ adjective of the West 
Indies. 


caribou /‘keribu:/ noun (plural same) N. 
American reindeer. 


caricature /‘keriketfua/ noun grotesque 
usually comically exaggerated representation. 
© verb (-ring) make or give caricature of. 0 cari- 
caturist nour. 
m noun burlesque, cartoon, parody, satire, 
colloquial send-up, colloquial spoof, colloquial 
take-off, travesty. © verb burlesque, distort, 
exaggerate, imitate, lampoon, make fun of, mimic, 
mock, overact, overdo, parody, ridicule, satirize, 
colloquial send up, colloquial take off. 


caries /"keari:z/ noun (plural same) decay of 
tooth or bone. 

carillon /ka'riljen/ noun 1 set of bells sounded 
from keyboard or mechanically. 2 tune played 
on this. 

Carmelite /‘ka:molait/ noun 1 friar of Order 
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. 2 nun of similar 
order. © adjective of Carmelites. 

carminative /'ka:mmətıv/ adjective relieving 
flatulence. @ noun carminative drug. 4 

carmine /‘ka:mam/ adjective of vivid crimson 
colour. @zoun 1 this colour. 2 pigment from 
cochineal. 


carnage /‘ka:nid3/ noun great slaughter. 


m bloodbath, bloodshed, butchery, holocaust, 
killing, massacre, pogrom, shambles, slaughter. 


carnal /‘ka:n(a)l/ adjective 1 of the flesh; 
worldly. 2 sensual, sexual. o carnality noun. 


u animal, bodily, erotic, fleshly, lustful, physical, 
sensual, sexual. 


carnation /ka:'nerf(ə)n/ noun 1 clove-scented 
pink. 2 rosy-pink colour. @ adjective rosy-pink. 


carnelian = CORNELIAN. à 


carnival /'ka:nıv(ə)l/ noun 4 festivities or festi- 
val, esp. preceding Lent. 2 merrymaking. 

m celebration, fair, festival, festivity, fête, fiesta, 

gala, jamboree, merrymaking, pageant, parade, 

procession, revelry, show, spectacle. 


carnivore /'ka:nıvə:/ noun animal or plant that 
meas on flesh. o carnivorous /-'nrvəras-/ adjec- 
ve. 


carob /'kærəb/ noun seed pod of Mediterranean 
tree used as chocolate substitute. 
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carol /"ker(e)l/ noun joyous song, esp. 
Christmas hymn. © verb(-ll-; US-1-) 41 sing carols. 
2 sing joyfully. 

carotene /‘kerati:n/ noun orange-coloured 
pigment in carrots etc. 


carotid /ka'rotid/ noun each of two main arter- 
ies carrying blood to head. © adjective of these 
arteries. 


carouse /ko'rauz/ verb (-sing) have lively 
drinking party. © noun such party. 0 carousal 
noun. carouser noun. 


carousel /kero'sel/ noun 1 US merry-go-round. 
2 rotating delivery or conveyor system. 


carp’ noun (plural same) freshwater fish often 
bred for food. 


carp? verb find fault, complain. o carper noun. 
u cavil, complain, find fault, colloquial go on, 
colloquial gripe, grumble, object, pick holes, 
quibble, split hairs, colloquial whinge. 


carpal /‘ka:p(o)l/ adjective of the wrist-bones. 
o noun wrist-bone. 


carpel /'ka:p(ə)l/ noun female reproductive 
organ of flower. 


carpenter /‘ka:pmte/ noun person skilled in 
woodwork. © verb do woodwork; make by wood- 
work. o carpentry noun. 


| a o carpentry joinery, woodwork. 


carpet /‘ka:pit/ noun 1 thick fabric for covering 
floors etc. 2 piece ofthis. 3 thing resembling this. 
0 verb (-t-) 1 cover (as) with carpet. 2 colloquial 
rebuke. o carpet-bag travelling bag originally 
made of carpet-like material. carpet-bagger col- 
loquial political candidate etc. without local con- 
nections. carpet slipper soft slipper. carpet 
sweeper implement for sweeping carpets. 


Carpeting noun 1 material for carpets. 2 
carpets collectively. 


carpus /'ka:pas/ noun (plural -pi /-pat/) group 
of small bones forming wrist. 


Carrageen /'kezragi:n/ noun edible red sea- 
weed. 


Carriage /‘keerid3/ noun 1 railway passenger 
vehicle. 2 wheeled horse-drawn passenger 
vehicle. 3 conveying of goods. 4 cost of this. 5 
bearing, deportment. 6 part of machine that 
carries other parts. 7 gun carriage. o carriage 
clock portable clock with handle. carriageway 
part of road used by vehicles. 

m 1, 2 coach. 5 bearing, demeanour, deportment, 
gait, manner, literary mien, posture, presence, 
stance. 


Carrier /'keerta/ noun 1 person or thing that 
Carries. 2 transport or freight company. 3 carrier 
bag. 4 framework on bicycle for carrying luggage 
or passenger. 5 person or animal that may trans- 
mit disease without suffering from it. 6 aircraft 
carrier. o carrier bag plastic or paper bag with 
handles. carrier pigeon pigeon trained to carry 
Messages. carrier wave high-frequency electro- 
magnetic wave used to convey signal. 


carol | cartography 


a 1 bearer, conveyor, courier, delivery man, 
delivery woman, dispatch rider, errand-boy, 
errand-girl, haulier, messenger, porter, postman, 
runner. 5 contact, host, transmitter. 


Carrion /‘kerien/ noun 1 dead flesh. 2 filth. 
ū carrion crow crow feeding on carrion. 


Carrot /‘kzrat/ noun 1 plant with edible 
tapering orange root. 2 this root. 3 incentive. 
Ocarroty adjective. 


Carry /'kærı/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 support or hold 
up, esp. while moving. 2 have with one. 3 convey. 
4 (often + to) take (process etc.) to specified point. 
5 involve. 6 transfer (figure) to column of higher 
value. 7 hold in specified way. 8 (of newspaper 
etc.) publish. 9 (of radio or television station) 
broadcast. 10 keep (goods) in stock. 11 (ofsound) 
be audible ata distance. 12 win victory or accept- 
ance for. 13 win acceptance from. 14 capture. 
Ocarry away 1 remove. 2 inspire. 3 deprive of 
self-control. carrycot portable cot for baby. 
carry forward transfer (figure) to new page or 
account. carry it off do well under difficulties. 
carry off 1 remove (esp. by force). 2 win. 3 (esp. 
of disease) kill. carry on 1 continue. 2 colloquial 
behave excitedly. 3 (often + with) colloquial flirt. 
carry-on noun colloquial fuss. carry out put into 
practice. carry-out noun & adjective take-away. 
carry over 1 carry forward. 2 postpone. carry 
through 1 complete. 2 bring safely out of diffi- 
culties. carry weight be influential or import- 
ant. 

m 1 bear, hold up, shoulder, support, take. 2 bring, 

lug, take. 3 bring, cart, convey, ferry, fetch, haul, 

lug, manhandle, move, remove, ship, take, transfer, 
transmit, transport. 5 demand, entail, involve, lead 
to, occasion, require, result in. 0 carry on 1 see 

CONTINUE 1. carry out see DO‘ verb 1. 


cart noun 1 open usually horse-drawn vehicle 
for carrying loads. 2 light vehicle for pulling by 
hand. @ verb 4 carry in or as in cart; convey. 2 
slang carry with difficulty. o cart horse horse of 
heavy build. cart off remove esp. by force. cart- 
wheel 1 wheel of cart. 2 sideways somersault 
with arms and legs extended. 


m noun 1 dray, truck, wagon. 2 barrow, trolley, 
| wheelbarrow. @ verb 1 see CARRY 3. 

carte blanche /ka:t 'bla J/ noun full discre- 
tionary power. 

cartel /ka:'tel/ noun union of suppliers etc. set 
up to control prices. 

Cartesian coordinates /ka:'ti:zren/ plural 
noun system of locating point by its distance 
from two perpendicular axes. 

carthorse /‘ka:tho:s/ noun thickset horse fit for 
heavy work. 

Carthusian /ka:'ju:zren/ noun monk of con- 
templative order founded by St Bruno. @ adjec- 
tive of this order. 

cartilage /‘ka:tilids/ noun firm flexible con- 
nective tissue in vertebrates. O cartilaginous 
|-1æd3-/ adjective. 

cartography /ka:'togrefi/ noun map-drawing. 


carton | cassette 


o cartographer noun. cartographic /-tə'græf-/ 
adjective. 

carton /‘ka:t(e)n/ noun light esp. cardboard con- 
tainer. 


l m box, case, container, pack, package, packet. 


cartoon /ka:'tu:n/ noun 1 humorous esp. topical 
drawing in newspaper etc. 2 sequence of draw- 
ings telling story. 3 such sequence animated on 
film. 4 full-size preliminary design for work of 
art. o cartoonist noun. 


m 1 caricature. 2 comic strip. 3 animation. 4 
| drawing, sketch. 


cartouche /ka:'tu:f/ noun 1 scroll-like orna- 
ment. 2ovalenclosing name and title of pharaoh. 


cartridge /‘ka:trid3/ noun 1 case containing 
explosive charge or bullet. 2 sealed container of 
film etc. 3 component carrying stylus on record 
player. 4 ink-container for insertion in pen. 
Ucartridge-belt belt with pockets or loops for 
cartridges. cartridge paper thick paper for 
drawing etc. 


m 1 magazine, round, shell. 2 canister, capsule, 
case, cassette, container, cylinder, tube. 


Carve verb (-ving) 1 make or shape by cutting. 2 
cut pattern etc. in. 3 (+ into) form pattern etc. 
from. 4 cut (meat) into slices. o carve out take 
from larger whole. carve up 1 subdivide. 2 drive 
aggressively into path of (another vehicle). 
o carver noun. 

u 1, 3 chip (away) at, chisel, fashion, hew, 
sculpture, shape. 2 engrave, incise, inscribe. 4 cut, 
slice. 


Carvery noun (plural -ies) restaurant etc. with 
joints displayed for carving. 


carving noun carved object, esp. as work of art. 
O carving knife knife for carving meat. 


caryatid /kerretid/ noun (plural -tides 
/-tidi:z/ or -tids) supporting pillar in form of 
female figure. 


cascade /kæs'kerd/ noun waterfall, esp. one in 
Series. © verb (-ding) fall in or like cascade. 


| m noun cataract, falls, waterfall. © verb see POUR 
1. 


case" /kels/ noun 1 instance ofsomething occur- 
ring. 2 hypothetical or actual situation; state of 
affairs. 3 person’s illness, circumstances, etc. as 
regarded by doctor, social worker, etc. 4 such a 
person. 5 crime etc. investigated by detective or 
police. 6 suit at law. 7 sum of arguments on one 
side. 8 (valid) set of arguments. 9 Grammar rela- 
tion of word to others in sentence. 10 Grammar 
form of word expressing this. o case law law as 
established by decided cases. casework social 
work concerned with individual’s background. 
in any case whatever the truth or Possible 
outcome is. in case 1 in the event that. 2 lest; in 
provision against a possibility. in case of in the 
event of. is (not) the case is (not) so. 
m 1 example, illustration, instance, occurrence, 
specimen. 2 circumstances, context, situation, 
State, state of affairs. 3 circumstances, condition, 


casein /‘keisim/ moun main protein in milk and 
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plight, predicament, situation, state. 5 inquiry, 
investigation. 6 action, cause, dispute, lawsuit, 
suit. 


case? /keis/ noun container or cover enclosing 
something. © verb (-sing) 1 enclose in case. 2 (+ 
with) surround with. 3 slang inspect closely, esp. 
for criminal purpose. oO case-harden 1 harden 
surface of (esp. steel). 2 make callous. 

a noun box, cabinet, carton, casket, chest, 

container, crate, pack, packaging, piece of 

luggage, suitcase, trunk. 


cheese. 


casement /‘keismant/ noun (part of) window 
hinged to open like door. 


cash noun 1 money in coins or notes. 2 full 
payment at time of purchase. © verb give or 
obtain cash for. ocash and carry 1 (esp. 
wholesaling) system of cash payment for goods 
removed by buyer. 2 store where this operates. 
cash card plastic card for use in cash dispenser. 
cash crop crop produced for sale. cash desk 
counter etc. where goods are paid for. cash dis- 
penser automatic machine for withdrawal of 
cash. cash flow movement of money into and out 
ofa business. cashin 1 obtain cash for. 2 (usually 
+ on) colloquial profit (from). cash register till 
recording sales, totalling receipts, etc. cash up 
count day’s takings. 

m noun 1 banknotes, bills, change, coins, 

currency, slang dough, funds, legal tender, money, 

notes, s/ang the ready, colloquial the wherewithal. 

© verb exchange for cash, realize, sell. 0 cash in 

2 (cash in on) see PROFIT verb 2. 


cashew /'kæfu:/ noun 1 evergreen tree bearing 
kidney-shaped edible nut. 2 this nut. 


cashier" /kz'fia/ noun person dealing with cash 
transactions in bank etc. 


l u checkout person, clerk, teller. 


cashier? /kze'Sta/ verb dismiss from service. 
E see DISMISS 2. 


cashmere /kæf'miə/ noun fine soft (material 
of) wool, esp. of Kashmir goat. 


casing noun enclosing material or cover. 
casino /ke'si:nau/ noun (plural -s) public room 
etc. for gambling. 


cask /ka:sk/ noun barrel, esp. for alcoholic 
liquor. 


l E barrel, butt, hogshead, tub, tun, vat. 


casket /‘ka:skit/ noun 1 small box for holding 
valuables. 2 US coffin. 


Cassava /kə'sa:və/ noun 1 plant with starchy 
roots. 2 starch or flour from these. 


casserole ['kæsərəvl/ noun 1 covered dish for 
cooking food in oven. 2 food cooked in this. 
© verb (-ling) cook in casserole. 


cassette [kə'set/ noun sealed case containing 
magnetic tape, film, etc., ready for insertion in 
tape recorder, camera, etc. 
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cassia /‘keeste/ noun tree whose leaves and pod 
yield senna. 
cassis /ke'st:s/ noun blackcurrant flavouring 
for drinks etc. 
cassock /‘kesak/ noun long usually black or 
red clerical garment. 
cassowary /'kæsəweərı/ noun (plural -ies) 
large flightless Australian bird. 
cast /ka:st/ verb (past & past participle cast) 1 
throw. 2 direct, cause to fall. 3 express (doubts 
etc.). 4 let down (anchor etc.). 5 shed or lose. 6 
register (vote). 7 shape (molten metal etc.) in 
mould. 8 make (product) thus. 9 (usually + as) 
assign (actor) to role. 10 allocate roles in (play, 
film, etc.). 11 (+ in, into) arrange (facts etc.) in 
specified form. © noun 1 throwing of missile, 
dice, fishing line, etc. 2 thing made in mould. 3 
moulded mass of solidified material. 4 actors in 
play etc. 5 form, type, or quality. 6 tinge of colour. 
7 slight squint. 8 worm-cast. o cast about, 
around search. cast aside abandon. cast down 
depress, cause to feel dejected. casting vote 
deciding vote when votes on two sides are equal. 
cast iron hard but brittle iron alloy. cast-iron 
adjective 1 of cast iron. 2 very strong; unchal- 
lengeable. cast off 1 abandon. 2 finish piece of 
knitting. 3 untie (ship). cast-off noun abandoned 
or discarded (thing, esp. garment). cast on make 
first row of piece of knitting. 
a verb 1 bowl, colloquial chuck, drop, fling, hurl, 
launch, lob, pelt, pitch, project, scatter, shy, 
colloquial sling, throw, toss. 7, 8 fashion, form, 
found, mould, sculpture, shape. © noun 2 see 
SCULPTURE oun. 2. 4 actors, actresses, company, 
dramatis personae, performers, players, troupe. 
U cast off 1 see SHED? 1-2. 3 see UNTIE. 


castanet /kesta'net/ moun (usually in plural) 
each of pair of hand-held wooden or ivory shells 
clicked together in time with esp. Spanish 
dancing. y 

castaway /'ka:stəwer/ noun shipwrecked 
person. © adjective 1 shipwrecked. 2 cast aside. 


a adjective 1 marooned, shipwrecked, stranded. 
2 abandoned, deserted, exiled, rejected. 


caste /ka:st/ noun 1 any of Hindu hereditary 
Classes whose members have no social contact 
with other classes. 2 exclusive social class. 


a class, grade, level, position, rank, standing, 
Station, status, stratum. 


Castellated /‘kestaleitid/ adjective built with 
battlements. o castellation noun. 
Caster = castor. 


castigate /‘kestigert/ verb (-ting) rebuke; 
punish. o castigation noun. 

a censure, chasten, chastise, archaic chide, 

Correct, criticize, discipline, lash, punish, rebuke, 

reprimand, scold, colloquial tell off. 


Castle /'ka:s(ə)l/ noun 4 large fortified residen- 
tial building. 2 Chess rook. @ verb (-ling) Chess 
make combined move of king and rook. 

m noun 1 chateau, citadel, fort, fortress, mansion, 
Palace, stately home, stronghold, tower. 


cassia | catacomb 


castor /‘ka:sta/ noun (also caster) 1 small swiv- 

elled wheel enabling heavy furniture to be 
moved. 2 container perforated for sprinkling 
Sugar etc. Ocastor sugar finely granulated 
white sugar. 


castor oil noun vegetable oil used as laxative 
and lubricant. 


castrate /kæs'trert/ verb (-ting) remove tes- 
ticles of. o castration noun. 


| m emasculate, geld, neuter, sterilize, unsex. 


casual /‘ke3ual/ adjective 1 chance. 2 not 
regular or permanent. 3 unconcerned, careless. 
4 (of clothes etc.) informal. enoun 1 casual 
worker. 2 (usually in plural) casual clothes or 
shoes. o casually adverb. 
m adjective 1 accidental, chance, fortuitous, 
incidental, random, serendipitous, unexpected, 
unforeseen, unintentional, unplanned, 
unpremeditated. 2 erratic, irregular, occasional, 
colloquial promiscuous, sporadic, temporary, 
unstructured, unsystematic. 3 apathetic, blasé, 
careless, easygoing, free and easy, lackadaisical, 
colloquial laid-back, lax, negligent, nonchalant, 
offhand, relaxed, colloquial slap-happy, 
throw-away, unconcerned, unenthusiastic, 
unprofessional. 4 comfortable, informal. 


casualty /‘ke3velt1/ noun (plural-ies) 1 person 
killed or injured in war or accident. 2 thing lost 
or destroyed. 3 casualty department. 4 accident. 
o casualty department part of hospital for treat- 
ment of casualties. 


u 1 dead person, death, fatality, injured person, 
injury, loss, victim, wounded person. 


casuist /‘ke3uist/ noun 1 person who resolves 
cases of conscience etc., esp. cleverly but falsely. 
2 sophist, quibbler. o casuistic adjective. casu- 
istry /-‘Is-/ noun. 


cat oun 1 small furry domestic 4legged animal. 
2 wild animal of same family. 3 colloquial mali- 
cious or spiteful woman. 4 cat-o’-nine-tails. o cat 
burglar burglar who enters by climbing to upper 
storey. catcall (make) shrill whistle of disap- 
proval. catfish fish with whisker-like filaments 
round mouth. cat flap small flap allowing cat 
passage through outer door. catnap (have) short 
sleep. cat-o’-nine-tails historical whip with nine 
knotted cords. cat's cradle child’s game with 
string. Catseye proprietary term reflector stud 
set into road. cat’s-paw person used as tool by 
another. catsuit close-fitting garment with 
trouser legs, covering whole body. catwalk 
narrow walkway. rain cats and dogs colloquial 
rain hard. ` 


u 1 kitten, slang mog, slang moggie, colloquial 
| pussy, tabby, tom, tom-cat. 
catachresis /kætə'kri:sıs/ noun (plural 
-chreses /-si:z/) incorrect use of words. O cata- 
chrestic /-‘kres-/ adjective. : 
cataclysm /'kætəklz(ə)m/ noun violent 
upheaval. a cataclysmic /-"kliz-/ adjective. 
catacomb /‘ketoku:m/ noun (often in plural) 
underground cemetery. 


catafalque | category 
| m crypt, sepulchre, tomb, vault. 


catafalque /'kætəfælk/ noun decorated bier, 
esp. for state funeral etc. 

Catalan /'kætəlæn/ noun native or language of 
Catalonia in Spain. © adjective of Catalonia. 


catalepsy /‘ketalepsi/ noun trance or seizure 
with rigidity of body. o cataleptic /-'lep-/ adjec- 
tive & noun. 

catalogue /'kætəlvg/ (US catalog) noun com- 
plete or extensive list, usually in alphabetical or 
other systematic order. © verb (-logues, -logued, 
-loguing; US -logs, -loged, -loging) 1 make cata- 
logue of. 2 enter in catalogue. 

m noun brochure, directory, index, inventory, list, 

record, register, roll, schedule, table. © verb 

classify, codify, file, index, list, make an inventory 

of, record, register, tabulate. 


catalysis /ke'telisis/ noun (plural -lyses 
/-si:z/) acceleration of chemical reaction by cata- 
lyst. o catalyse verb (-sing) (US -lyze; -zing). 

catalyst /‘ketelist/ noun 1 substance speeding 
chemical reaction without itself permanently 
changing. 2 person or thing that precipitates 
change. 

catalytic /keta'litik/ adjective involving or 
causing catalysis. o catalytic converter device 
in vehicle for converting pollutant gases into less 
harmful ones. 


catamaran /kætəmə'ræn/ noun boat or raft 
with two parallel hulls. 


catapult /ketapalt/ noun 1 forked stick with 
elastic for shooting stones. 2 historical military 
machine for hurling stones etc. 3 device for 
launching glider etc. © verb 1 launch with cata- 
pult. 2 fling forcibly. 3 leap or be hurled forcibly. 


| m verb 1, 2 fire, fling, hurl, launch, throw. 


cataract /‘ketereekt/ noun 1 waterfall, down- 
pour. 2 progressive opacity of eye lens. 


| u 1 cascade, falls, rapids, torrent, waterfall. 


catarrh /ke'ta:/ noun 1 inflammation of mucous 
membrane, air-passages, etc. 2 mucus in nose 
caused by this. o catarrhal adjective. 


catastrophe /ko'testrafi/ noun 1 great usually 
sudden disaster. 2 denouement of drama. 
ū catastrophic /kztea'strof-/ adjective. cata- 
strophically /kzta'strof-/ adverb. 

m 1 blow, calamity, cataclysm, crushing blow, 

débâcle, devastation, disaster, fiasco, holocaust, 

mischance, misfortune, mishap, ruin, ruination, 

tragedy, upheaval. 


catch /kætj/ verb (past & past participle caught 
/ko:t/) 1 capture in trap, hands, etc. 2 detect or 
surprise. 3 intercept and hold (moving thing) in 
hand etc. 4 Cricket dismiss (batsman) by catch- 
ing ball before it hits ground. 5 contract (disease) 
by infection etc. 6 reach in time and board (train 
etc.). 7 apprehend. 8 check or be checked. 9 
(cause to) become entangled. 10 (of artist etc.) 
reproduce faithfully. 11 reach or overtake. 
@noun 1 act of catching. 2 Cricket chance or act 
of catching ball. 3 amount of thing caught. 4 
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thing or person caught or worth catching. 5 ques- 
tion etc. intended to deceive etc. 6 unexpected 
difficulty or disadvantage. 7 device for fastening 
door etc. 8 musical round. o catch fire begin to 
burn. catch on colloquial 1 become popular. 2 
understand what is meant. catch out 1 detect in 
mistake etc. 2 Cricket catch. catchpenny inten- 
ded merely to sell quickly. catchphrase phrase 
in frequent use. catch-22 colloquial dilemma 
from which there is no escape because of mutu- 
ally conflicting conditions. catch up 1 (often + 
with) reach (person etc. ahead). 2 (often + with) 
make up arrears. 3 involve. 4 fasten. catchword 
1 phrase or word in frequent use. 2 word so 
placed as to draw attention. 
m verb 1 apprehend, arrest, capture, clutch, slang 
cop, corner, ensnare, entrap, grab, grasp, grip, 
hang on to, hold, hook, slang nab, net, slang 
nobble, seize, snare, snatch, take, trap. 2 come 
upon, detect, discover, expose, find, surprise, take 
by surprise, uncover. 3 grab, intercept, seize, 
snatch, stop, take. 5 become infected by, contract, 
get. 6 be in time for, get on. 9 entangle, hook, snag, 
stick, tangle. © noun 3, 4 bag, booty, capture, haul, 
prey, prize, take. 6 difficulty, disadvantage, 
drawback, obstacle, problem, snag, trap. 7 bolt, 
clasp, clip, fastener, fastening, hasp, hook, latch, 
lock. 0 catch on 1 see SUCCEED 2. 2 see 
UNDERSTAND 1. catchphrase see SAYING. 
catch-22 see QUANDARY. 


catching adjective infectious. 


m communicable, contagious, infectious, 
transmissible, transmittable. 


catchment area noun 1 area served by 
school, hospital, etc. 2 area from which rainfall 
flows into river etc. 

catchy adjective (-ier, -iest) (of tune) easily 
remembered; attractive. 


a attractive, haunting, memorable, popular, 
singable, tuneful. 


catechism /‘kettkiz(a)m/ noun 1 (book 
containing) principles of a religion in form of 
questions and answers. 2 series of questions. 


catechize /‘ketikazz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) instruct by question and answer. o cat- 
echist noun. 


catechumen /keetr'kju:men/ noun person 
being instructed before baptism. 


categorical /kætr'gorık(ə)l/ adjective uncon- 
ditional, absolute; explicit. o categorically 
adverb. 
m absolute, authoritative, certain, complete, 
decided, decisive, definite, direct, dogmatic, 
downright, emphatic, explicit, express, firm, 
forceful, out and out, positive, strong, total, 
unambiguous, unconditional, unequivocal, 
unmitigated, unqualified, unreserved, utter, 
vigorous. 


categorize /‘ketigeraiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) place in category. o categorization 
noun. 


category l'kætıgərı/ noun (plural -ies) class or 
division (of things, ideas, etc.), 
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a class, classification, division, grade, group, 
head, heading, kind, order, rank, ranking, section, 
sector, set, sort, type, variety. 


cater /‘keita/ verb 1 supply food. 2 (+ for) provide 
what is required for. 3 (+ to) pander to. o caterer 
noun. 

m 1 cook, provision. 2 (cater for) minister to, 

provide for, serve, supply. 3 (cater to) humour, 

indulge, pander to. 


caterpillar /'kætəp1lə/ noun 1 larva of butterfly 
or moth. 2(Caterpillar) (in full Caterpillar track) 
proprietary term articulated steel band passing 
round wheels of vehicle for travel on rough 
ground. 

caterwaul /‘kztewo:]/ verb howl like cat. 


catgut noun thread made from intestines of 
sheep etc. used for strings of musical instru- 
ments etc. 

catharsis /kə'ða:sıs/ noun (plural catharses 
/-si:z/) 1 emotional release. 2 emptying of bowels. 

cathartic /kə'ða:tık/ adjective effecting cathar- 
sis. © moun laxative. 


cathedral /kə'ði:dr(ə)l/ noun principal church 
of diocese. 


Catherine wheel /‘kz@rm/ noun rotating 
firework. 


catheter /‘kz61ta/ noun tube inserted into body 
cavity to introduce or drain fluid. 


cathode /‘kz@aud/ noun 1 negative electrode of 
cell. 2 positive terminal of battery. o cathode 
ray beam of electrons from cathode of vacuum 
tube. cathode ray tube vacuum tube in which 
cathode rays produce luminous image on fluor- 
escent screen. 

catholic /'kæðlık/ adjective 1 universal. 2 
all-embracing; broad-minded. 3 (Catholic) 
Roman Catholic. 4 (Catholic) including all 
Christians or all of Western Church. @ noun 
(Catholic) Roman Catholic. o Catholicism 
[kə'ðolıs-/ noun. catholicity /-o'lis-/ noun. 

m adjective 1, 2 all-embracing, all-inclusive, 

broad, broad-minded, comprehensive, 

cosmopolitan, eclectic, general, liberal, universal, 

varied, wide, wide-ranging. 


cation /'kætaron/ noun positively charged ion. 
O cationic /-'on1k/ adjective. 


Catkin /'kætkm/ noun spike of usually hanging 
flowers of willow, hazel, etc. 


Catmint noun pungent plant attractive to cats. 

Catnip noun catmint. 

Cattery noun (plural -ies) place where cats are 
boarded. 


cattle /'kæt(ə)l/ plural noun large ruminants, 
bred esp. for milk or meat. a cattle grid grid over 
aieh, allowing vehicles to pass over butnot live- 


E bullocks, bulls, calves, cows, heifers, livestock, 
oxen, steers, stock. 


Catty adjective (-ier, -iest) spiteful. o cattily 
adverb. cattiness noun. 


cater | cauterize 


m slang bitchy, ill-natured, malevolent, malicious, 
mean, nasty, rancorous, sly, spiteful, unkind, 
venomous, vicious. 


Caucasian /ko:"ke13(8)n/ adjective of the white 
or light-skinned race. @ noun Caucasian person. 

caucus /"ko:kas/ noun (plural -es) 1 US meet- 
ing of party members to decide policy. 2 often 
derogatory (meeting of) group within larger 
organization. 

caudal /'ko:d(ə)l/ adjective of, like, or at tail. 
caudate /‘ko:dert/ adjective tailed. 

caught past & past participle of CATCH. 


caul /ko:1/ noun 1 membrane enclosing foetus. 2 
pare of this sometimes found on child’s head at 
irth. 


cauldron /‘ko:ldran/ noun large vessel for 
boiling things in. 


cauliflower /‘koliflava/ noun cabbage with 
large white flower head. 


caulk /ko:k/ verb (US calk) 1 stop up (ship’s 
seams). 2 make watertight. 


causal /'ko:z(ə)l/ adjective relating to cause (and 
effect). o causality /-'zeel-/ noun. 
causation /ko:'ze1S(9)n/ noun 1 causing. 2 caus- 
ity. 
cause /ko:z/ noun 1 person or thing producing 
effect or giving rise to something. 2 reason or 
motive; justification. 3 principle, belief, or 
purpose. 4 matter to be settled, or case offered, at 
law. © verb (-sing) 1 be cause of; produce. 2 (+ to 
do) make. ` 
u noun 1 agent, author, basis, literary begetter, 
beginning, creator, genesis, initiator, inspiration, 
inventor, origin, originator, producer, root, source, 
spring, stimulus. 2 basis, excuse, explanation, 
grounds, justification, motivation, motive, 
occasion, pretext, reason. 3 aim, belief, concern, 
end, ideal, object, purpose, undertaking. @ verb 1 
arouse, awaken, begin, bring about, bring on, 
create, effect, effectuate, engender, foment, 
generate, give rise to, incite, kindle, lead to, 
occasion, precipitate, produce, provoke, resultin, 
set off, spark off, stimulate, trigger off, whip up. 2 
(cause fo) compel to, force to, induce to, lead to, 
make, motivate to, stimulate to. 


cause célèbre /ko:z se'lebr/ noun (plural 
causes célébres same pronunciation) lawsuit 
that excites much interest. [French] 


causeway /'ko:zwer/ noun 1 raised road across 
low ground or water. 2 raised path by road. 
caustic /‘ko:stik/ adjective 1 corrosive, burning. 
2 sarcastic, biting. @ moun caustic substance. 
u caustic soda sodium hydroxide. o causticity 
/-tts-/ noun. 
u adjective 1 burning, corrosive, destructive. 2 
acerbic, acid, acrimonious, astringent, biting, 
bitter, critical, cutting, mordant, pungent, 
sarcastic, scathing, severe, sharp, stinging, 
trenchant, virulent, waspish. 


cauterize /‘ko:teraiz/ verb (also -ise) (zing or 
-sing) burn (tissue), esp. to stop bleeding. 


caution | celebrate 


caution /'ko:J(s)n/ noun 1 attention to safety. 
2 warning. 3 colloquial amusing or surprising 
person or thing. © verb 1 warn. 2 admonish and 
warn formally. 
m noun 1 alertness, attentiveness, care, 
carefulness, circumspection, discretion, 
forethought, heed, heedfulness, prudence, a 
vigilance, wariness, watchfulness. 2 admonition, 
caveat, colloquial dressing down, injunction, 
reprimand, colloquial talking-to, colloquial 
ticking-off, warning. © verb 1 advise, alert, 
counsel, forewarn, inform, tip off, warn. 2 
admonish, censure, give a warning to, formal 
reprehend, reprimand, colloquial tell off, 
colloquial tick off. 


cautionary adjective warning. 
cautious /‘ko:fas/ adjective having or showing 
caution. o cautiously adverb. cautiousness 
noun. 
u alert, attentive, colloquial cagey, calculating, 
careful, chary, circumspect, deliberate, discreet, 
gingerly, grudging, guarded, heedful, hesitant, 
judicious, noncommittal, prudent, restrained, 
scrupulous, suspicious, tactful, tentative, 
unadventurous, vigilant, wary, watchful. 


cavalcade /kævəl'kerd/ noun procession of 
riders, cars, etc. 


l m march past, parade, procession, spectacle. 


cavalier /kævə'lrə/ noun 1 courtly gentleman. 2 
archaic horseman. 3 (Cavalier) historical sup- 
porter of Charles I in English Civil War. © adjec- 
tive offhand, supercilious, curt. ` 


cavalry /'kævəlrı/ noun (plural -ies) (usually 
treated as plural) soldiers on horseback or in 
armoured vehicles. o cavalryman (plural-men) 
soldier of cavalry regiment. 


Gave noun large hollow in side of cliff, hill, etc., 
or underground. © verb (-ving) explore caves. 
o cave in 1 (cause to) subside or collapse. 2 yield, 
submit. cave-in 1 collapse of wall, earth over 
hollow, etc. 2 instance of yielding to pressure. 

m noun cavern, cavity, den, grotto, hole, pothole, 
underground chamber. o cave in 1 see COLLAPSE 
verb 1. 2 see SURRENDER verb 2. 


Caveat /'kæviæt/ noun warning; proviso. 


cavern /‘kzv(2)n/ noun cave, esp. large or dark 
one. 


Cavernous adjective 1 full of caverns. 2 huge or 
deep as cavern. 


caviar /‘kzvia:/ noun (also caviare) pickled 
sturgeon-roe. 

Cavil /‘kevil/ verb (-ll-; US -1-) (usually + at, 
aboun make petty objections. e noun petty objec- 
‘ion. 

cavity Ikevitt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 hollow 
within solid body. 2 decayed part of tooth. 


n cavity wall two walls separated by narrow 
space. 


| m 1 cave, crater, dent, hole, hollow, pit. 


Cavort /ka'vo:t/ verb caper. 
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caw noun cry of rook etc. © verb utter this cry, 

cayenne /ker'en/ noun (in full cayenne pepper) 
powdered red pepper. 

cayman /'kemən/ noun (also caiman) (plural 
-s) S. American alligator-like reptile. 

CB abbreviation 1 citizens’ band. 2 Commander 
of the Order of the Bath. 

CBE abbreviation Commander of the Order of 
the British Empire. 

CBI abbreviation Confederation of British Indus- 
try. 

cc abbreviation cubic centimetre(s). 

CD abbreviation 1 compact disc. 2 Corps Diplo- 
matique. 

CD-ROM /si:di:'rom/ abbreviation compact disc 
read-only memory (for retrieval of text or data 
on VDU screen). 

cease /si:s/ formal verb (-sing) stop; bring or 
come to an end. o ceasefire (order for) truce. 
without cease unending. 

break off, call a halt, conclude, cut off, desist, 

discontinue, end, finish, halt, slang kick (a habit), 

colloquial knock off, colloquial lay off, leave off, 
colloquial pack in, colloquial pack up, refrain, 
stop, terminate. 


ceaseless adjective without end. o cease- 
lessly adverb. 

m chronic, constant, continual, continuous, 

endless, everlasting, incessant, interminable, 

never-ending, non-stop, permanent, perpetual, 

persistent, relentless, unending, unremitting, 

untiring. 


cedar /'si:da/ noun 1 evergreen conifer. 2 its 
durable fragrant wood. 

cede /si:d/ verb (-ding) formal give up one’s 
rights to or possession of. 

cedilla /srdile/ noun mark (,) under c (in 
French, to show it is pronounced /s/, not /k/). 

ceilidh /‘kerl/ noun informal gathering for 
music, dancing, etc. 

Ceiling /'si:lm/ noun 1 upper interior surface 
of room or other compartment. 2 upper limit. 3 
maximum altitude of aircraft. 

celandine /'selandam/ noun yellow-flowered 
plant. 

celebrant ['selibrent/ noun person performing 
rite, esp. priest at Eucharist. 

celebrate /'selibreit/ verb (-ting) 1 engage in 
festivities. 2 mark with festivities. 3 perform 
(rite or ceremony). 4 (esp. as celebrated 
adjective) praise publicly. o celebration moun. 
celebratory /-'breit-/ adjective. 

m 1 have a celebration, colloquial live it up, make 

merry, colloquial paint the town red, rejoice, revel, 

archaic wassall. 2 commemorate, hold, honour, 
keep, observe, remember. 3 Officiate at, 

solemnize. 4 (celebrated) see Famous 1. 

o celebration banquet, carnival, 

commemoration, feast, festival, festivity, fate, gala, 

jamboree, jollification, jubilee, merrymaking, 
observance, orgy, Party, colloquial rave-up, 
revelry, (church) service, colloquial shindig, 
solemnization. 
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celebrity /srlebriti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
well-known person. 2 fame. 


u 1 big name, colloquial bigwig, dignitary, idol, 
notable, personality, public figure, star, superstar, 
VIP, worthy. 2 see FAME. 


celeriac /srlerizk/ noun variety of celery. 
celerity /srlerttt/ noun archaic swiftness. 


celery /'selərı/ noun plant of which stalks are 
used as vegetable. 


celesta /sr'lesta/ moun keyboard instrument 
with steel plates struck with hammers. 


celestial /sr'lestial/ adjective 1 of sky or heav- 
enly bodies. 2 heavenly, divinely good. 

n 1 astronomical, cosmic, galactic, interplanetary, 

interstellar, starry, stellar, universal. 2 angelic, 

blissful, divine, ethereal, godlike, heavenly, 

seraphic, spiritual, sublime, supernatural, 

transcendental, visionary. 


celibate /'selibat/ adjective unmarried, or 
abstaining from sexual relations, often for reli- 
gious reasons. © noun celibate person. o celi- 
bacy noun. 

a adjective abstinent, chaste, continent, 

immaculate, single, unmarried, unwedded, virgin. 

o celibacy abstinence, chastity, continence, 

purity, self-restraint, virginity. 


cell /sel/ noun 1 small room, esp. in prison or 
monastery. 2 small compartment, e.g. in honey- 
comb. 3 small active political group. 4 unit of 
structure of organic matter. 5 enclosed cavity in 
organism etc. 6 vessel containing electrodes for 
current-generation or electrolysis. 0 cellphone 
portable radio-telephone. 

a 1 chamber, cubicle, den, prison, room. 2 cavity, 

compartment, enclosure, section, space, unit. 


cellar /'selə/ noun 1 underground storage room. 
2 stock of wine in cellar. 


| a 1 basement, crypt, vault, wine cellar. 


cello /'tfelou/ noun (plural -s) bass instrument 
of violin family, held between legs of seated 
player. o cellist noun. 


Cellophane ['seləfem/ noun proprietary term 
thin transparent wrapping material. 


cellular /'seljula/ adjective 1 consisting of cells. 
2 of open texture; porous. o cellularity /-ler-/ 
noun. 


cellulite /‘seljulait/ noun lumpy fat, esp. on 
women’s hips and thighs. 


celluloid /'seljuloid/ noun 1 plastic made from 
camphor and cellulose nitrate. 2 cinema film. 


cellulose ['seljuleus/ noun 1 carbohydrate 
forming plant-cell walls. 2 paint or lacquer con- 
sisting of cellulose acetate or nitrate in solution. 


Celsius /'selstas/ adjective of scale of tempera- 
fare on which water freezes at 0° and boils at 

Celt /kelt/ noun (also Kelt) member of an ethnic 
group including inhabitants of Ireland, Wales, 
Scotland, Cornwall, and Brittany. 


celebrity | centennial 


Celtic /'keltik/ adjective of the Celts. enoun 
group of Celtic languages. 


cement /si'ment/ noun 1 substance made from 
lime and clay, mixed with water, sand, etc. to 
form mortar or concrete. 2 adhesive. © verb 1 
unite firmly. 2 strengthen. 3 apply cement to. 


cemetery /‘semitr1/ noun (plural -ies) burial 
ground, esp. one not in churchyard. 


| @ burial ground, graveyard, necropolis. 


cenotaph /‘senata:f/ noun tomblike monument 
to person(s) whose remains are elsewhere. 


Cenozoic /simne'zeurk/ adjective of most recent 
geological era, marked by evolution of mammals 
etc. © noun this era. 


censer /'sensa/ noun incense-burning vessel. 


censor /'senso/ noun official with power to sup- 
press or expurgate books, films, news, etc., on 
grounds of obscenity, threat to security, etc. 
@verb 1 act as censor of. 2 make deletions or 
changes in. ocensorial /-'so:r-/ adjective. cen- 
sorship noun. 


USAGE Asa verb, censor is often confused with 
censure, which means ‘to criticize harshly’. 


n verb 2 amend, bowdlerize, clean up, cut, edit, 
exclude, expurgate, remove. 
censorious /sen'so:rias/ adjective severely crit- 
ical. 
u critical, fault-finding, colloquial 
holier-than-thou, judgemental, moralistic, 
self-righteous. 


censure /'senfə/ verb (-ring) criticize harshly; 
reprove. © noun hostile criticism; disapproval. . 
u verb admonish, berate, blame, colloquial carpet, 
castigate, caution, archaic chide, condemn, y 
criticize, denounce, lecture, rebuke, reproach, 
formal reprove, scold, take to task, colloquial tear 
(person) offa strip, colloquial tell off, colloquial tick 
off, upbraid. © noun admonition, blame, 
castigation, condemnation, criticism, 
denunciation, diatribe, disapproval, colloquial 
dressing down, harangue, rebuke, reprimand, 
reproach, formal reproof, colloquial slating, 
stricture, colloquial talking-to, colloquial 
telling-off, tirade, verbal attack, vituperation. 


census /'sensəs/ noun (plural -suses) official 
count of population etc. 

cent /sent/ noun one-hundredth of dollar or 
other decimal unit of currency. 

cent. abbreviation century. 

centaur /‘sento:/ noun creature in Greek myth- 
ology with head, arms, and trunk of man joined 
to body and legs of horse. 

centenarian /senti'neerien/ noun person 100 
or more years old. © adjective 100 or more years 
old. 

centenary /sen'ti:nərı/ noun (plural -ies) 
(celebration of) 100th anniversary. @ adjective 1 
ofa centenary. 2 recurring every 100 years. 

centennial /sen'tental/ adjective 1 lasting 100 


centi- | ceremony 


years. 2 recurring every 100 years. @ noun US 


centenary. 
centi- combining form one-hundredth. 
centigrade /‘sentigrerd/ adjective Celsius. 
USAGE Celsius is the better term to use in tech- 
nical contexts. 


centilitre /'senitli:ta/ noun (US centiliter) 
one-hundredth of litre (0.018 pint). 


centime /'sa-ti:m/ moun one-hundredth of 


franc. 


centimetre /‘sentimi:ta/ noun (US centimeter) 
one-hundredth of metre (0.394 in.). 


centipede /'sentipi:d/ noun arthropod with 
wormlike body and many legs. 


central /'sentr(ə)l/ adjective 1 of, forming, at, 
or from centre. 2 essential, principal. o central 
bank national bank issuing currency etc. 
central heating heating of building from central 
source. central processor, central processing 
unit computer’s main operating part. o central- 
ity noun. centrally adverb. 

| m 1 focal, inner, innermost, interior, medial, 
middle. 2 chief, crucial, essential, fundamental, 

| important, key, main, major, overriding, pivotal, 


primary, principal, vital. 


centralize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 con- 

centrate (administration etc.) at single centre. 2 

, subject (state etc.) to this system. a centraliza- 
tion noun. 


m amalgamate, bring together, concentrate, 
rationalize, streamline, unify. 


centre /'sentə/ (US center) noun 1 middle point. 
2 core; point of concentration or dispersion. 3 
pivot. 4 place or buildings forming a central 
point or main area for an activity. 5 political 
party holding moderate opinions. 6 filing in 
chocolate etc. © verb (-ring) 1 (+ in, on, round) 
have as main centre. 2 place in centre. 
Ocentrefold centre spread that folds out, esp. 
with nude photographs. centre forward, back 
Football etc. middle player in forward or 
half-back line. centre of gravity point at which 
the mass of an object effectively acts. 
centrepiece 1 ornament for middle of table. 2 
main item. centre spread two facing middle 
pages of magazine etc. 
z noun 1 bull's-eye, middle, mid-point. 2 core, 
focal point, focus, heart, hub, inside, interior, 
kernel, middle, nucleus. 3 axis, hub, pivot. 6 filling, 
Inside; middle. © verb 1 concentrate, converge, 
focus. 


centrifugal /sentrr'fju:g(2)l/ adjective moving 


or tending to move from centre. o centrifugal 


force apparent force acting outwards on body 


revolving round centre. o centrifugally adverb. 
m dispersing, diverging, moving outwards, 
Scattering, spreading. 


centrifuge /'‘sentrifju:d3/ noun rapidly rotating 


machine for separating e.g. cream from milk. 
centripetal /sen'trtpit(s)l/ adjective moving or 
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tending to move towards centre. o centripetally 
adverb. 


| a converging. 


centrist /'sentrist/ noun often derogatory 
person holding moderate views. ucentrism 
noun. 

cents. abbreviation centuries. 


centurion /sen'tjuarten/ noun commander of 
century in ancient Roman army. 


century /'sentJar1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 100 
years. 2 Cricket score of 100 runs by one batsman. 
3 company in ancient Roman army. 


USAGE Strictly speaking, because the ist 
century ran from the year 1 to the year 100, the 
first year of a century ends in 1. However, a 
century is commonly regarded as starting witha 
year ending in 00, the 20th century thus running 
from 1900 to 1999. 


cephalic /sa'feelik/ adjective of or in head. 


cephalopod /'sefelapod/ noun mollusc with 
tentacles on head, e.g. octopus. 


ceramic /si'reemtk/ adjective 1 made of esp. 


baked clay. 2 of ceramics. @noun ceramic 
article. 

ceramics plural noun 1 ceramic products col- 
lectively. 2 (usually treated as singular) ceramic 
art. 


cereal /'stertal/ moun 1 edible grain. 2 breakfast 
food made from cereal. @adjective of edible 
grain. 


| m noun 1 corn, grain. 


cerebellum /serr'belem/ noun (plural -s or 


-bella) part of brain at back of skull. 


cerebral /‘sertbr(e)1/ adjective 1 of brain. 2 intel- 


lectual. o cerebral palsy paralysis resulting 
from brain damage before or at birth. 


cerebration /serrbrerf(ə)n/ noun working of 
brain. o cerebrate /'sertbrert/ verb. 


cerebrospinal /serıbrəv'spam(ə)l/ adjective of 
brain and spine. 


cerebrum /‘seribram/ noun (plural -bra) prin- 
cipal part of brain, at front of skull. 


ceremonial /serr'mauntial/ adjective of or with 
ceremony; formal. © noun system of rites or cere- 
monies. 

m adjective celebratory, dignified, formal, 

liturgical, majestic, Official, ritual, ritualistic, 

solemn, stately, 


ceremonious /seri'mauntas/ adjective fond of 
or characterized by ceremony; formal. o cere- 
moniously adverb. 

m civil, courteous, courtly, dignified, formal, 


grand, polite, pompous, proper, punctilious, 
starchy. 


ceremony /'sermani/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
formal procedure. 2 formalities, esp. ritualistic. 
3 excessively polite behaviour. 0 stand on cere- 
mony insist on formality. 
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u 1 celebration, commemoration, colloquial do, 
event, function, occasion, parade, rite, ritual, 
service, solemnity. 2 ceremonial, decorum, 
etiquette, formality, grandeur, pageantry, pomp, 
pomp and circumstance, protocol, ritual, 
spectacle. 


cerise /sə'ri:z/ noun & adjective light clear red. 
cert /s3:t/ noun (esp. dead cert) slang a cer- 
tainty. 
certain /'s3:t(ə)n/ adjective 1 convinced. 2 indis- 
putable. 3 (often + to do) sure, destined. 4 reli- 
able. 5 particular but not specified. 6 some. o for 
certain undoubtedly. make certain make sure. 
n 1 adamant, assured, confident, convinced, 
decided, determined, firm, positive, resolved, 
satisfied, settled, sure, undoubting, unshakeable, 
unwavering. 2 absolute, authenticated, 
categorical, certified, clear, clear-cut, conclusive, 
convincing, definite, dependable, established, 
genuine, guaranteed, incontestable, 
incontrovertible, indisputable, indubitable, 
infallible, irrefutable, known, official, plain, reliable, 
settled, sure, true, trustworthy, unarguable, 
undeniable, undisputed, undoubted, 
unmistakable, unquestionable, valid, verifiable. 3 
destined, fated, guaranteed, imminent, 
inescapable, inevitable, inexorable, predestined, 
predictable, unavoidable; (certain to) bound to, 
compelled to, obliged to, required to, sure to. 5 
individual, particular, specific, unnamed, 
unspecified. o for certain see DEFINITELY. make 
certain see ENSURE. 


certainly adverb 1 undoubtedly. 2 (in answer) 
yes. 

certainty noun (plural -ies) 1 undoubted fact. 
2 sure prospect. 3 absolute conviction. 4 reliable 
thing or person. 

m 1 actuality, fact, reality, truth. 2 foregone 

conclusion, inevitability, necessity, sure thing. 3 

assurance, authority, certitude, confidence, 

conviction, knowledge, positiveness, sureness. 


certificate noun /so'tiftket/ document formally 
attesting fact. © verb /sa'tiftkert/ (-ting) (esp. as 
certificated adjective) provide with certificate; 
license or attest by certificate. o certification 
/s3:-/ noun. 


a noun authorization, award, credentials, degree, 
diploma, document, guarantee, licence, pass, 
permit, warrant. 


certify /'ss:trfai/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 attest (to). 2 
declare by certificate (to be qualified or 
competent). 3 officially declare insane. O certi- 
fiable adjective. 

1 affirm, asseverate, attest, authenticate, formal 

aver, formal avow, bear witness, confirm, declare, 

endorse, guarantee, notify, sign, swear, testify, 
verify, vouch, formal vouchsafe, warrant, witness. 

2 authorize, charter, commission, franchise, 

license, recognize, validate. 


certitude /'ss:titju:d/ noun feeling certain. 
Cerulean /so'ru:lian/ adjective sky blue. 
cervical /sə'vark(ə)l/ adjective of cervix or neck. 


cerise | chair 


o cervical smear specimen from neck of womb 
for examination. 


cervix /'s3:viks/ noun (plural cervices /-si:z/) 1 
necklike structure, esp. neck of womb. 2 neck. 


Cesarean (also Cesarlan) US = CAESAREAN. 

cessation /se'serf(ə)n/ moun ceasing. 

cession ['seS(e)n/ noun 1 ceding. 2 territory 
ceded. 


cesspit /'sespit/ noun pit for liquid waste or 
sewage. 


cesspool /'sespu:l/ noun cesspit. 
cetacean /sr'te1J(2)n/ noun member of order of 


marine mammals including whales. © adjective 
of cetaceans. 


cf. abbreviation compare (Latin confer). 


CFC abbreviation chlorofluorocarbon (com- 
PTa used as refrigerant, aerosol propellant, 
etc.). 


cg abbreviation centigram(s). 
CH abbreviation Companion of Honour. 


Chablis /'fæbli:/ noun (plural same /-li:z/) dry 
white wine from Chablis in France. 


chaconne /Sa'kon/ noun 1 musical variations 
over ground bass. 2 dance to this. 


chafe /tSerf/ verb (-fing) 1 make or become sore 
or damaged by rubbing. 2 irritate. 3 show irrita- 
tion, fret. 4 rub (esp. skin) to warm. © noun sore 
caused by rubbing. 


chaff /tfa:f/ noun 1 separated grain-husks. 2 
chopped hay or straw. 3 good-humoured teasing. 
4 worthless stuff. © verb tease, banter. 


chaffinch /'tfæfmtf/ noun a common European 
finch. 


chafing dish /'tfefm/ noun vessel in which 
food is cooked or kept warm at table. 


chagrin /‘Szgrm/ noun acute vexation or disap- 
pointment. @ verb affect with this. 


chain noun 1 connected series of links. 2 thing 
resembling this. 3 (in plural) fetters. 4 (in plural) 
restraining force. 5 sequence, series, or set. 6 
unit of length (66 ft). © verb (often + up) secure 
with chain. achain gang historical convicts 
chained together at work etc. chain mail armour 
made from interlaced rings. chain reaction 1 
reaction forming products which themselves 
cause further reactions. 2 series of events each 
due to previous one. chainsaw motor-driven saw 
with teeth on loop of chain. chain-smoke smoke 
continuously, esp. by lighting next cigarette etc. 
from previous one. chain store one of series of 
shops owned by one firm. 
m noun 3, 4 (chains) bonds, fetters, handcuffs, 
irons, manacles, shackles. 5 column, 
combination, concatenation, line, progression, 
row, sequence, series, set, string, succession, 
train. @ verb bind, clap in irons, fasten, fetter, 
handcuff, manacle, shackle, tether, tie. 


chair noun 1 seat usually with back for one 
person. 2 (office of) chairperson. 3 professorship. 
4 US electric chair. @ verb 1 be chairperson of 
(meeting). 2 carry aloft in triumph. o chairlift 


a 


chaise | chancy 


series of chairs on loop of cable for carrying pas- 
sengers up and down mountain etc. chairman, 
chairperson, chairwoman person who presides 
over meeting, board, or committee. 
m verb 1 bein charge of, conduct, direct, lead, 
preside over, run. O chairman, chairperson, 
chairwoman chair, convenor, director, head, 


| leader, president. 


chaise /Serz/ noun horse-drawn usually open 
carriage for one or two people. 


chaise longue /fSe ‘long/ noun (plural 
chaise longues or chaises longues /'long(z)/) 
sofa with one arm rest. 


chalcedony /kæl'sedənı/ noun (plural -ies) 
type of quartz. 

chalet /'fæler/ noun 1 Swiss hut or cottage. 2 
similar house. 3 small cabin in holiday camp etc. 


chalice /'tfælrs/ noun 1 goblet. 2 Eucharistic 
cup. 

chalk /tfo:k/ noun 1 white soft limestone. 2 
(piece of) similar, sometimes coloured, sub- 
stance for writing or drawing. @verb 1 rub, 
mark, draw, or write with chalk. 2 (+ up) record 
with chalk; register (success etc.). o chalky 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 


challenge /'tfælmd3/ noun 1 call to take part 
in contest etc. or to prove or justify something. 2 
demanding or difficult task. 3 call to respond. 
© verb (-ging) 1 issue challenge to. 2 dispute. 3 
(as challenging adjective) stimulatingly diffi- 
cult. o challenger noun. 
m verb 1 confront, dare, defy, provoke, summon, 
take on. 2 argue against, call in doubt, contest, 
dispute, dissent from, impugn, object to, oppose, 
protest against, query, question, take exception to. 
3 (challenging) demanding, difficult, inspiring, 
stimulating, taxing, testing, thought-provoking, 
worthwhile. 


chamber /'tfemba/ oun 4 hallused by legislat- 
ive or judicial body. 2 body that meets in it, esp. 
ahouse ofa parliament. 3 (in plural) set ofrooms 
for barrister(s), esp. in Inns of Court. 4(inplural) 
judge’s room for hearing cases not needing to be 
taken in court. 5 archaic room, esp. bedroom. 6 
cavity or compartment in body, machinery, etc. 
(esp. part of gun that contains charge). o cham- 
bermaid woman who cleans hotel bedrooms. 
chamber music music for small group of instru- 
ments. Chamber of Commerce association to 
promote local commercial interests. chamber 
pot vessel for urine etc., used in bedroom. 


l m 6 cavity, cell, compartment, niche, nook, space. 


chamberlain /'tfembəlm/ noun 1 officer man- 
aging royal or noble household. 2 treasurer of 
corporation etc. 


chameleon /ka'mi:lien/ noun lizard able to 
change colour for camouflage. 


chamfer /'tfæmfə/ verb bevel symmetrically. 
@ noun bevelled surface. 


chamois noun 1 /'‘Semwa:/ (plural same 
/-wa:z/) small mountain antelope. 2 /'fæmi, 
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‘Jeemwa:/ (plural same /-mız, -wa:z/) (piece of) 
soft leather from sheep, goats, etc. 


chamomile = CAMOMILE. 


champ! verb munch or bite noisily. enoun 
chewing noise. o champ at the bit show impa- 
tience. 


champ? noun slang champion. 


champagne /Szm'pem/ noun white sparkling 
wine from Champagne in France. 


champion /'tfæmprən/ noun 1 person or thing 
that has defeated all rivals. 2 person who fights 
for cause or another person. 3 archaic knight 
who fought for king. © verb support cause of: 
defend. © adjective colloquial splendid. 
m noun 1 conqueror, hero, medallist, prizewinner, 
record-breaker, colloquial superman, colloquial 
superwoman, title-holder, victor, winner. 2 
campaigner, backer, defender, guardian, patron, 
protector, supporter, upholder. © verb see SUPPORT 
verb 6. © adjective great, leading, 
record-breaking, supreme, top, unrivalled, 
victorious, winning, world-beating. 


championship noun 1 (often in plural) contest 
to decide champion in sport etc. 2 position of 
champion. 


| m 1 competition, contest, series, tournament. 


chance /tJa:ns/ noun 1 possibility. 2 (often in 
plural) probability. 3 opportunity. 4 unplanned 
occurrence. 5 fate. 6 risk. © adjective fortuitous. 
@verb (-cing) 1 colloquial risk. 2 happen. 
o chance on happen to find. ` 
m noun 1, 2 danger, liability, likelihood, possibility, 
probability, prospect, risk. 3 occasion, 
opportunity, time, turn. 4 accident, coincidence, 
fluke. 5 destiny, fate, fortune, luck, misfortune, 
serendipity. 6 gamble, hazard, risk. © adjective 
accidental, adventitious, casual, coincidental, 
fluky, fortuitous, haphazard, inadvertent, 
incidental, lucky, random, unexpected, 
unforeseen, unlooked-for, unplanned, 
unpremeditated. @ verb 1 see RISK verb 2. 


chancel /'tJa:ns(e)l/ noun part of church near 
tar. 


chancellery /‘t{a:nsalort/ noun ( plural -ies) 1 
chancellor's department, staff, or residence. 2 US 
office attached to embassy. 


chancellor /'tfa:nsələ/ noun 1 state or legal 
official. 2 head of government in some European 
countries. 3 non-resident honorary head of uni- 
versity. 4 (in full Lord Chancellor) highest 
officer of the Crown, presiding in House of Lords. 
5 (in full Chancellor of the Exchequer) UK 
finance minister. 


Chancery ['tfa:nseri/.noun Lord Chancellor’s 
division of High Court of Justice. 


chancy /tSamnst/ adjective (-ier, -iest) uncertain; 
risky. 


m dangerous, slang dicey, colloquial dodgy, 
hazardous, colloquial iffy, insecure, precarious, 
risky, speculative, ticklish, tricky, uncertain, 
unpredictable, unsafe. 
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chandelier /fændə'lə/ noun branched hanging 
support for lights. 


chandler /'tfa:ndlə/ noun dealer in candles, oil, 
soap, paint, etc. 
change /tSemd3/ noun 1 making or becoming 
different. 2 low-value money in small coins. 3 
money returned as balance of that given in 
payment. 4 new experience. 5 substitution ofone 
thing or person for another. 6 one of different 
orders in which bells can be rung. © verb (-ging) 
4 undergo, show, or subject to change. 2 take or 
use another instead of. 3 (often + with) inter- 
change; exchange. 4 give or get money in 
exchange for. 5 put fresh clothes or coverings on. 
u change hands be passed to different owner. 
change one’s mind come to different opinion. 
changeover change from one system or situ- 
ation to another. o changeful adjective. change- 
less adjective. 
n noun 1 adaptation, adjustment, alteration, 
conversion, deterioration, development, 
difference, diversion, improvement, innovation, 
metamorphosis, modification, modulation, 
mutation, new look, rearrangement, refinement, 
reformation, reorganization, revolution, shift, 
substitution, swing, transfiguration, 
transformation, transition, translation, jocular 
transmogrification, transmutation, transposition, 
turn-about, U-turn, variation, literary vicissitude. 2 
see CASH noun 1. © verb 1 acclimatize, 
accommodate, accustom, adapt, adjust, affect, 
alter, amend, be transformed, chop and change, 
convert, develop, diversify, fluctuate, influence, 
metamorphose, modify, mutate, process, 
rearrange, reconstruct, refashion, reform, 
remodel, reorganize, reshape, restyle, shift, tailor, 
transfigure, transform, translate, jocular 
transmogrify, transmute, vary; (change into) see 
BECOME 1. 2, 3 alternate, displace, exchange, 
replace, substitute, swap, switch, trade, transpose. 
4 barter, convert, trade in. o change one’s mind 
See RECONSIDER. 


changeable adjective 1 inconstant. 2 able to 
change or be changed. o changeableness noun. 
u 1 capricious, chequered (career), erratic, fickle, 
fitful, fluctuating, fluid, inconsistent, inconstant, 
irregular, mercurial, literary mutable, protean, 
shifting, temperamental, uncertain, unpredictable, 
unreliable, unsettled, unstable, unsteady, 
colloquial up and down, vacillating, variable, 
varying, volatile, wavering. 


changeling noun child believed to be substi- 
tute for another. 


channel /'tfæn(ə)l/ noun 1 piece of water con- 

necting two seas. 2 (the Channel) the English 
Channel. 3 medium of communication; agency. 4 
band of frequencies used for radio and television 
transmission. 5 course in which thing moves. 6 
bed of river, watercourse, etc. 7 navigable part 
of waterway. 8 passage for liquid. 9 lengthwise 
strip on recording tape etc. @ verb (-ll-; US -I-) 1 
guide, direct. 2 form channel(s) in. 

u noun 1 narrows, sound, strait. 3 avenue, means, 

medium, path, route, way. 4 colloquial side, 

Station, waveband, wavelength. 5 course, groove, 


chandelier | char 


slot, track. 6, 7 aqueduct, canal, condult, course, 
dyke, ditch, duct, gully, gutter, moat, overflow, 
Pipe, sluice, trench, trough, watercourse, 
waterway. @ verb 1 conduct, convey, direct, guide, 
lead, pass on, route, send, transmit. 


chant /tfa:nt/ noun 1 spoken singsong phrase. 
2 melody for reciting unmetrical texts. 3 song. 
@ verb 1 talk or repeat monotonously. 2 sing or 
intone (psalm etc.). 

m noun 3 canticle, hymn, plainsong, psalm, song. 

© verb 2 intone, sing. 


chanter noun melody-pipe of bagpipes. 


chantry /‘tSa:ntr1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 endow- 
ment for singing of masses. 2 priests, chapel, etc., 
so endowed. 


chaos /‘kervs/ noun 1 utter confusion. 2 form- 
less matter supposed to have existed before uni- 
verse’s creation. o chaotic /ker'pttk/ adjective. 
m 1 anarchy, bedlam, confusion, disorder, 
disorganization, lawlessness, mayhem, muddle, 
pandemonium, colloquial shambles, tumult, 
turmoil. o chaotic anarchic, confused, deranged, 
disordered, disorderly, disorganized, haphazard, 
colloquial haywire, higgledy-piggledy, jumbled, 
lawless, muddled, rebellious, riotous, colloquial 
shambolic, topsy-turvy, tumultuous, 
uncontrolled, ungovernable, unruly, untidy, upside 
down. 


chap! noun colloquial man; boy. 

chap? verb (-pp-) 1 (esp: of skin) develop cracks 
or soreness. 2 (of wind etc.) cause this. @ noun 
(usually in plural) crack in skin etc. 

chaparral /fæpə'ræl/ noun US dense tangled 
brushwood. 

chapatti /tfe'pa:ti/ noun (also chupatty) 
(plural chapattis or chupatties) flat thin cake 
of unleavened bread. 

chapel /‘tJep(o)l/ noun 1 place for private 
worship in cathedral or church, with its own 
altar. 2 place of worship attached to private 
house, institution, etc. 3 place or service of 
worship for Nonconformists. 4 branch of 
printers’ or journalists’ trade union at a work- 
place. 

chaperon /‘Szpereun/ noun person, esp. older 
woman, in charge of young unmarried woman 
on certain social occasions. @ verb act as chap- 
eron to. 

chaplain /'tJeplm/ noun member of clergy 
attached to private chapel, institution, ship, regi- 
ment, etc. o chaplaincy noun (plural -ies). 

chaplet /‘tJzplit/ noun 1 wreath or circlet for 
head. 2 string of beads; short rosary. 

chapter /'tfæptə/ noun 1 division of book. 2 
aed of time. 3 canons of cathedral etc. 4 
meeting of these. 

char’ verb (-rr-) 1 blacken with fire; scorch. 2 
burn to charcoal. 

m 1 blacken, brown, burn, scorch, sear, singe. 2 
burn, carbonize. 


char? colloquial noun charwoman. @ verb (-rr-) 


yo 


char | charm 


work as charwoman. aū charlady, charwoman 
one employed to do housework. 


char noun slang tea. 
char“ noun (plural same) a kind of trout. 


charabanc /'Seroben/ noun historical early 
form of motor coach. 
character /‘kerikta/ noun 1 distinguishing 
qualities or characteristics. 2 moral strength. 3 
reputation. 4 person in novel, play, etc. 5 collo- 
quial (esp. eccentric) person. 6 letter, symbol. 7 
testimonial. o in, out of character consistent or 
inconsistent with person’s character. o charac- 
terful adjective. characterless adjective. 
m 1 attributes, characteristics, constitution, 
disposition, distinctiveness, flavour, idiosyncrasy, 
individuality, make-up, manner, nature, peculiarity, 
personality, quality, stamp, taste, temper, 
temperament, uniqueness. 2 see INTEGRITY 1. 3 
see REPUTATION. 4 part, persona, role. 5 colloquial 
card, eccentric, figure, colloquial individual, slang 
nutcase, oddity, person, personality, colloquial 
type, colloquial weirdo. 6 cipher, figure, 
hieroglyphic, ideogram, letter, mark, rune, sign, 
symbol. 


characteristic /kzrikte'ristik/ . adjective 

typical, distinctive. @noun characteristic 

feature or quality. o characteristically adverb. 
m adjective distinctive, distinguishing, essential, 
idiosyncratic, individual, particular, peculiar, 
recognizable, representative, singular, special, 
specific, symptomatic, typical, unique. © noun 
attribute, feature, hallmark, idiosyncrasy, mark, 
peculiarity, property, quality, symptom, trait. 


characterize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 
describe character of. 2 (+ as) describe as. 3 be 
characteristic of. o characterization noun. 

m 1, 2 brand, delineate, depict, describe, draw, 

identify, portray, present, represent. 3 

differentiate, distinguish, identify, individualize, 
| mark, typify. 


charade /Je'ra:d/ noun 1 (usually in plural; 
treated as singular) game of guessing word(s) 
from acted clues. 2 absurd pretence. 

m 2 absurdity, deceit, deception, fabrication, farce, 

make-believe, masquerade, mockery, play-acting, 

pose, pretence, put-up job, sham. 


charcoal noun black residue of partly burnt 
wood etc. 


charge verb (-ging) 1 ask (amount) as price. 2 
ask (person) for amount as price. 3 (+ to, up to) 
debit cost of to. 4 (often + with) accuse (of 
offence). 5 (+ to do) instruct or urge to do. 6 (+ 
with) entrust with. 7 make rushing attack (on). 8 
(often + up) give electric charge to; store energy 
in. 9 (often + with) load, fill. © noun 1 price. 2 
financial liability. 3 accusation. 4 task. 5 
custody. 6 person or thing entrusted. 7 (signal 
for) impetuous attack, esp. in battle. 8 appro- 
priate amount of material to be put in mechan- 
ism at one time, esp. explosive in gun. 9 cause of 
electrical phenomena in matter. o charge card 
credit card, esp. used at particular shop. in 
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charge having command. o chargeable adjec- 
tive. 

u verb 1, 2 ask for, debit, exact, levy, require. 4 
accuse, blame, impeach, indict, prosecute, tax. 5 
ask, command, direct, enjoin, exhort, instruct, 
urge. 6 burden, entrust, give, trust. 7 assail, 
assault, attack, rush, set on, storm. © noun 1 cost, 
fare, fee, price, rate, terms, toll. 2 expenditure, 
expense, payment. 3 accusation, allegation, 
imputation, indictment. 5 care, command, control, 
custody, guardianship, jurisdiction, keeping, 
protection, responsibility, safe keeping, 
supervision, trust. 7 assault, attack, drive, 
incursion, invasion, offensive, onslaught, raid, 
rush, sally, sortie, strike. 


chargé d'affaires /JSa:3e1 dæ'feə/ noun 
(plural chargés d'affaires same pronunciation) 
4 ambassador’s deputy. 2 envoy to minor 
country. 

charger noun 1 cavalry horse. 2 apparatus for 
charging battery. 

chariot /‘tSeriet/ noun historical two-wheeled 
horse-drawn vehicle used in ancient warfare and 
racing. 

charioteer /tfzria‘tia/ noun chariot driver. 

charisma /kə'rızmə/ noun 1 power to inspire 
or attract others. 2 divinely conferred power or 
talent. o charismatic /keriz'meetik/ adjective. 


charitable /'tJeritab(e)l/ adjective 1 generous 
to those in need. 2 of or connected witha charity. 
3 lenient in judging others. o charitably adverb. 
u 1 bountiful, generous, humanitarian, kind, 
liberal, munificent, open-handed, philanthropic, 
unsparing. 


charity /'tfærrtr/ noun (plural-ies) 1 giving vol- 
untarily to those in need. 2 organization for 
helping those in need. 3 love of fellow men. 4 
lenience in judging others. 
m 1 aid, historical alms, almsgiving, assistance, 
bounty, financial support, largesse, patronage. 2 
foundation, fund, good cause, trust. 3 affection, 
altruism, benevolence, bounty, caring, 
compassion, consideration, generosity, 
goodness, helpfulness, humanity, kindness, love, 
mercy, philanthropy, self-sacrifice, sympathy, 
tender-heartedness, unselfishness, 
warm-heartedness. 4 see TOLERANCE 1. 


charlatan I'Sa:let(an/ noun person falsely 
claiming knowledge or skill. o charlatanism 
noun. 


charlotte /'fa:lvt/ noun pudding of stewed fruit 
under bread etc. 


charm noun 1 power of delighting, attracting, 
or influencing. 2 trinket on bracelet etc. 3 object, 
act, or word(s) supposedly having magic power. 
© verb 1 delight, captivate. 2 influence or protect 
(as) by magic. 3 (often + into, out of ) obtain or 

influence by charm. a charmer noun. 
m noun 1 allure, appeal, attractiveness, charisma, 
fascination, lure, magic, magnetism, power, pull, 
seductiveness, 2 ornament, trinket. 3 [object] 
amulet, lucky charm, mascot, talisman; [act or 
words] curse, incantation, Spell. @ verb 1 allure, 
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attract, beguile, bewitch, captivate, cast a spell on, 
delight, enchant, enrapture, enthral, entrance, 

fascinate, hold spellbound, hypnotize, mesmerize, 
please, seduce, soothe, win over. 3 beguile, cajole, 
coax, decoy, disarm, intrigue, lure, seduce, win. 


charming adjective delightful. o charmingly 
adverb. 


| m see ATTRACTIVE. 


charnel house /'tJa:n(e)l/ noun place con- 
taining corpses or bones. 


chart noun 1 map esp. for sea or air navigation 

or showing weather conditions etc. 2 sheet of 
information in form of tables or diagrams. 3 
(usually in plural) colloquial list of currently 
best-selling pop records. © verb make chart of. 


n noun 1 map, sketch map. 2 diagram, graph, plan, 
| table. 


charter noun 1 written grant of rights, esp. by 
sovereign or legislature. 2 written description 
of organization’s functions etc. © verb 1 grant 
charter to. 2 hire (aircraft etc.). o charter flight 
flight by chartered aircraft. 


m verb 1 see CERTIFY 2. 2 employ, engage, hire, 
| lease, rent. 


chartered adjective qualified as member of pro- 
fessional body that has royal charter. 


Chartism noun working-class reform move- 
ment of 1837-48. o Chartist noun. 


chartreuse /Ja:'tr3:z/ noun green or yellow 
brandy liqueur. 


chary /'tJeart/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 cautious. 2 
sparing. 


chase’ /tfers/ verb (-sing) 1 pursue. 2 (+ from, 
out of, to, etc.) drive. 3 hurry. 4 (usually + up) 
colloquial pursue (thing overdue). 5 colloquial 
try to attain. 6 colloquial court persistently. 
© noun 1 pursuit. 2 unenclosed hunting-land. 
verb 1 follow, go after, hound, hunt, pursue, run 
after, track, trail. 2 (chase out of ) drive out of, evict 
from, expel from, send away from, throw out of. 


chase? /tfers/ verb (-sing) emboss or engrave 
(metal). 


chaser noun 1 horse for steeplechasing. 2 collo- 
quial drink taken after another of different kind. 


chasm /'kæz(ə)m/ noun 1 deep cleft in earth, 
rock, etc. 2 wide difference in opinion etc. 

u 1 abyss, canyon, cleft, crater, crevasse, drop, 

fissure, gulf, hole, hollow, opening, pit, ravine, rift, 

split. 2 gap, gulf, rift, split. 


chassis /'fæsr/ noun (plural same /-stz/) 1 base 
se of vehicle. 2 frame for (radio etc.) compon- 


chaste /tfeist/ adjective 1 abstaining from 
extramarital or from all sexual intercourse. 2 
(Of behaviour, speech, etc.) pure, decent. 3 


unadorned. uchastely adverb. chasteness 
noun. 


charming | cheap 


a 1 abstinent, celibate, continent, immaculate, 
inexperienced, innocent, undefiled, virgin, 

virginal. 2 decent, good, innocent, moral, pure, 
sinless, uncorrupted, undefiled. 


chasten /'tfers(ə)n/ verb 4 (esp. as chastening, 


chastened adjectives) restrain. 2 punish, discip- 
e. 


m 1 humble, humiliate, restrain, subdue. 2 see 
CHASTISE 1, PUNISH 1. 


chastise /tfes'taz/ verb (-sing) 1 rebuke 
severely. 2 punish, beat. o chastisement noun. 


m 1 castigate, chasten, correct, discipline, rebuke, 
reprimand, formal reprove, scold. 2 see PUNISH 1, 
THRASH 1. 


chastity /'‘tJestrtr/ noun being chaste. 

a abstinence, celibacy, continence, innocence, 
maidenhood, morality, purity, sinlessness, 
Virginity, virtue. 


chasuble /'tSzzjub()l/ noun sleeveless outer 
vestment worn by celebrant of Eucharist. 


chat verb (-tt-) talk in light familiar way. © noun 
informal talk. ochatline telephone service 
setting up conversations between groups of 
people on separate lines. chat show television or 
radio broadcast with informal celebrity inter- 
views. chat up colloquial chat to, esp. flirta- 
tiously. 
verb chatter, converse, gossip, colloquial natter, 
prattle, talk. © noun chatter, slang chinwag, 
colloquial chit-chat, conversation, colloquial gab, 
gossip, heart-to-heart. o chat up court, archaic 
make love to, woo. 


chateau /'Jztau/ noun (plural -x |-2/) large 
French country house. 

chatelaine /‘Sztalem/ noun 1 mistress of large 
house. 2 historical appendage to woman’s belt for 
carrying keys etc. 

chattel /‘tfzt(a)l/ noun (usually in plural) 
movable possession. 

chatter /'tfætə/ verb talk fast, incessantly, or 
foolishly. © moun such talk. ochatterer noun. 
chattery adjective. 

chatty adjective (ier, -iest) fond of or resem- 
bling chat. 

chauffeur /‘Saufa/ noun person employed to 
drive car. © verb drive (car or person). 

chauvinism /'fəvvmız(ə)m/ noun 1 exagger- 
ated or aggressive patriotism. 2 excessive or pre- 
judiced support or loyalty for something. 

chauvinist /‘Sauvmust/ noun 1 person exhibit- 
ing chauvinism. 2 (in full male chauvinist) man 
who believesinmalesuperiority. 0 chauvinistic 
/-nis-/ adjective. : 

m 1 bigot, jingoist, patriot, xenophobe. 


eap adjective 1 low in price. 2 charging low 
alee ater low quality or value. 4 easily got; 
worthless. 5 contemptible. o cheap and nasty 
of low cost and bad quality. o cheaply adverb. 
cheapness noun. 


cheapen | cheerless 


m 1 bargain, budget, cut-price, colloquial dirt 

cheap, discount, economical, economy, fair, 
| inexpensive, colloquial knock-down, low-priced, 
reasonable, reduced, rock-bottom, sale, 
underpriced. 3 base, inferior, poor, second-rate, 
shoddy, colloquial tatty, tawdry, tinny, esp. US 
trashy, worthless. 4, 5 contemptible, crude, 
despicable, facile, glib, ill-bred, ill-mannered, 
mean, silly, tasteless, unworthy, vulgar. 


cheapen verb make or become cheap; degrade. 
a belittle, debase, degrade, demean, devalue, 
discredit, downgrade, lower the tone (of), 
popularize, prostitute, vulgarize. 


cheapskate noun esp. US colloquial stingy 
person. 


cheat verb 1 (often + into, out of ) deceive. 2 (+ 
of) deprive of. 3 gain unfair advantage esp. in 
examination, game, etc. © noun 1 person who 
cheats. 2 deception. a cheat on colloquial be 
sexually unfaithful to. o cheater noun. 
m verb 1 colloquial bamboozle, beguile, slang bilk, 
slang con, deceive, defraud, colloquial diddle, 
slang do, double-cross, dupe, slang fiddle, fleece, 
fool, hoax, hoodwink, outwit, colloquial rip off, rob, 
short-change, swindle, take in, trick. 2 (cheat of ) 
See DEPRIVE 1. 3 copy, colloquial crib, plagiarize. 
@ noun 1 charlatan, cheater, con man, 
counterfeiter, deceiver, double-crosser, 
extortioner, forger, fraud, hoaxer, impersonator, 
impostor, mountebank, colloquial phoney, quack, 
racketeer, rogue, colloquial shark, swindler, 
trickster, colloquial twister. 2 artifice, bluff, slang 
con, confidence trick, deceit, deception, colloquial 
fiddle, fraud, hoax, imposture, lie, 
misrepresentation, pretence, put-up job, slang 
racket, colloquial rip-off, ruse, sham, swindle, 
colloquial swizz, treachery, trick. 


check verb 1 test, examine; verify. 2 stop or slow 
motion of. 3 colloquial rebuke. 4 threaten oppon- 
ent’s king at chess. 5 US agree on comparison. 6 
US deposit (luggage etc.). @ noun 1 test for ac- 
curacy, quality, etc. 2 stopping or slowing of 
motion. 3 rebuff. 4 restraint. 5 pattern of small 
Squares. 6 fabric so patterned. 7 (also as 
interjection) exposure of chess king to attack. 8 
US restaurant bill. 9 US cheque. 10 US token of 
identification for left luggage etc. 11 US counter 
used in card games. © adjective patterned with 
small squares. ocheck in register at hotel, 
airport, etc. check-in noun act or place of check- 
ing in. check out 1 leave hotel etc. with due form- 
alities. 2 colloquial examine, test. checkout 1 act 
of checking out. 2 pay-desk in supermarket etc. 
check-up thorough (esp. medical) examination. 
m verb 1 audit, colloquial check out, cross-check, 
examine, inspect, investigate, monitor, research, 
scrutinize, test, verify. 2 arrest, bar, block, bridle, 
control, curb, delay, foil, govern, halt, hamper, 
hinder, hold back, impede, inhibit, keepin check, 
obstruct, regulate, rein, repress, restrain, retard, 
slow down, stem, stop, stunt (growth), thwart. 
(J noun 1 audit, check-up, examination, colloquial 
going-over, inspection, investigation, colloquial 
once-over, scrutiny, test. 2 break, delay, halt, 
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hesitation, hiatus, interruption, pause, stop, 
stoppage, suspension. © adjective see CHECKED. 


checked adjective having a check pattern. 


| a check, chequered, tartan. 


checker = cHEQUER. 

checkmate noun (also as interjection) check 
at chess from which king cannot escape. © verb 
(-ting) 1 put into checkmate. 2 frustrate. 

Cheddar /'tfedə/ noun kind of firm smooth 
cheese. 

cheek noun 1 side of face below eye. 2 impertin- 
ence; impertinent speech. 3 slang buttock. © verb 
be impertinent to. 

a noun 2 audacity, boldness, brazenness, 

effrontery, impertinence, impudence, insolence, 

presumptuousness, rudeness, shamelessness, 

temerity. 


cheeky adjective (-ier, -iest) impertinent. 
o cheekily adverb. cheekiness noun. 
m arrogant, audacious, bold, brazen, cool, 
discourteous, disrespectful, flippant, forward, 
impertinent, impolite, impudent, insolent, 
insulting, irreverent, mocking, pert, 
presumptuous, rude, saucy, shameless, 
tongue-in-cheek. 


cheep noun shrill feeble note of young bird. 
© verb make such cry. 


cheer noun 1 shout of encouragement or 
applause. 2 mood, disposition. 3 cheerfulness. 
4 (as cheers interjection) colloquial: expressing 
good wishes or thanks. overb 1 applaud. 2 
(usually + on) urge with shouts. 3 shout for joy. 
4 gladden, comfort. o cheer up make or become 
less sad. 
m noun 1 acclamation, applause, cry, 
encouragement, hurrah, ovation, shout. 3 see 
HAPPINESS. © verb 1 acclaim, applaud, clap, shout, 
yell. 4 cheer up, comfort, console, delight, 
encourage, exhilarate, gladden, please, solace, 
uplift. 0 cheer up see BRIGHTEN 2, COMFORT verb, 
ENTERTAIN 1; [as exhortation] colloquial buck up, 
smile, slang snap out of it, take heart. 


cheerful adjective 1 in good Spirits. 2 bright, 
Pleasant. o cheerfully adverb. cheerfulness 
noun. 
m 1 animated, bouncy, bright, buoyant, cheery, 
colloquial chirpy, contented, convivial, delighted, 
elated, festive, gay, genial, glad, gleeful, 
good-humoured, happy, hearty, hopeful, jaunty, 
literary jocund, jolly, Jovial, joyful, joyous, jubilant, 
laughing, light, light-hearted, lively, merry, 
optimistic, perky, pleased, positive, rapturous, 
Sparkling, spirited, sprightly, sunny, 
warm-hearted. 2 bright, cheery, gay, pleasant, 
sunny, warm. 


cheerio /tfiərrəv/ 
goodbye. 


cheerless adjective gloomy, dreary. 
a bleak, comfortless, dark, depressing, desolate, 
dingy, disconsolate, dismal, drab, dreary, dull, 
forbidding, forlorn, frowning, funereal, gloomy, 


interjection colloquial 
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grim, joyless, melancholy, miserable, mournful, 
sad, sober, sombre, sullen, sunless, uncongenial, 
unhappy, uninviting, unpleasant, unpromising, 
woeful, wretched. 


cheery adjective (-ier, -iest) cheerful. n cheerily 
adverb. 


cheese /tSi:z/ moun 1 food made from milk 
curds. 2 cake of this with rind. 3 thick conserve 
of fruit. o cheeseburger hamburger with cheese 
in or on it. cheesecake 1 tart filled with 
sweetened curds. 2 slang sexually stimulating 
display of women. cheesecloth thin loosely 
woven cloth. cheesed (often + off) slang bored, 
fed up. cheese-paring stingy. cheese plant 
climbing plant with holey leaves. o cheesy 
adjective. 

cheetah /'‘tfi:ta/ noun swift-running spotted 
feline resembling leopard. 


chef /Sef/ noun (esp. chief) cook in restaurant 
etc. 


chef-d'œuvre  /Ser'da:vr(a)/_ noun (plural 
chefs-d'œuvre same pronunciation) master- 
piece. 


Chelsea /'tJelsi/ noun o Chelsea bun kind of 
spiral-shaped currant bun. Chelsea pensioner 
inmate of Chelsea Royal Hospital for old or dis- 
abled soldiers. 


chemical /‘kemrk(e)l/ adjective of, made by, 
or employing chemistry. omoun substance 
obtained or used in chemistry. o chemical 
warfare warfare using poison gas and other 
chemicals. o chemically adverb. 


| a noun compound, element, substance. 


chemise /fa'mi:z/ noun woman’s loose-fitting 
undergarment or dress. 


chemist /‘kemist/ noun 1 person or business 
dealing in medicinal drugs etc. 2 expert in chem- 
istry. 


© 1 archaic apothecary, dispensary, dispenser, 
US drugstore, pharmacist, pharmacy. 


chemistry /‘kemtstrt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
science of elements and their laws of combin- 
ation and change. 2 colloquial sexual attraction. 


chenille /fə'ni:1/ noun 1 tufted velvety yarn. 2 
fabric made of this. 


cheque /tJek/ noun 1 written order to bank to 
pay sum of money. 2 printed form for this. 
Uchequebook book of forms for writing 
cheques. cheque card card issued by bank to 
guarantee honouring of cheques up to stated 
amount. : 


chequer /'tSeka/ (also checker) noun 1 (often 
in plural) pattern of squares often alternately 
coloured. 2 (in plural; usually checkers) US 
game of draughts. © verb 1 (often as chequered 
adjective) mark with chequers, like chessboard. 
2 variegate; break uniformity of. 3 (as 
chequered adjective) with varied fortunes. 


| m verb 3 (chequered) see CHANGEABLE 1. P 


cherish /'tferıf/ verb 1 tend lovingly. 2 hold 
dear. 3 cling to. 


cheery | chicane 


u 1 care for, cosset, foster, keep safe, look after, 
love, nourish, nurse, nurture, protect, tend. 2 be 
fond of, hold dear, prize, treasure, value. 3 cling to, 
foster, harbour, hold on to, nurse, nurture. 


cheroot /fa'ru:t/ noun cigar with both ends 
open. 


cherry /‘tfert/ noun (plural -ies) 1 small stone 
fruit. 2 tree bearing it. 3 wood of this. 4 light red. 
© adjective of light red colour. 


cherub /'tferəb/ noun 1 representation of 
winged child. 2 beautiful child. 3 (plural -im) 
angelic being. o cherubic /tfr'ru:bik/ adjective. 


Chervil /'t{3:vil/ noun herb with aniseed flavour. 


chess noun game for two players with 16 chess- 
men each, on chequered chessboard of 64 
squares. 


chest noun 1 large strong box. 2 part of body 
enclosed by ribs. 3 front surface of body from 
neck to bottom of ribs. 4 small cabinet for medi- 
cines etc. o chest of drawers piece of furniture 
with set of drawers in frame. 

1 box, caddy, case, casket, coffer, crate, 

strongbox, trunk. 2, 3 breast, thorax. 


chesterfield /'tfestəfi:ld/ noun sofa with arms 
and back of same height. 


chestnut /‘tfesnat/ noun 1 glossy hard brown 
edible nut. 2 tree bearing it. 3 horse chestnut. 4 
reddish-brown horse. 5 colloquial stale joke etc. 
6 reddish-brown. © adjective reddish-brown. 

chesty adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial inclined 
to or symptomatic of chest disease. o chestily 
adverb. chestiness noun. 


cheval glass /fə'væl/ noun tall mirror pivot- 
ing in upright frame. 

chevalier /Seva'lra/ noun member of certain 
orders of knighthood etc. 


chevron /‘Sevran/ noun V-shaped line or stripe. 


chew verb work (food etc.) between teeth. 

@noun 1 act of chewing. 2 chewy sweet. 

Ochewing gum flavoured gum for chewing. 

chew on 1 work continuously between teeth. 2 

think about. chew over 1 discuss. 2 think about. 
m verb bite, champ, crunch, gnaw, grind, 
masticate, munch, nibble. o chew over 2 see 
CONSIDER 1. 


chewy adjective (-ier, -iest) requiring or suit- 
able for chewing. 

chez /Set/ preposition at the home of. [French] 

Chianti /kr'zenti/ noun (plural-s) red wine from 
Chianti in Italy. 

chiaroscuro /kia:ra'skuarau/ noun 1 treat- 
ment of light and shade in painting. 2 use ofcon- 
trast in literature etc. 

chic /Si:k/ adjective (chic-er, chic-est) stylish, 
elegant. © noun stylishness, elegance. 

chicane /frkem/ noun 1 artificial barrier or 
obstacle on motor-racing course. 2 chicanery. 
© verb (-ning) 1 archaicuse chicanery. 2 (usually 
+ into, out of, etc.) cheat (person). 


chicanery | chimera 


chicanery /fi'kemori/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
clever but misleading talk. 2 trickery, deception. 


chick noun 1 young bird. 2 slang young woman. 


| m 1 fledgling, nestling. 


chicken /‘tfikm/ noun 1 domestic fowl. 2 its 
flesh as food. 3 young domestic fowl. 4 youthful 
person. © adjective colloquial cowardly. © verb 
(+ out) colloquial withdraw through cowardice. 
o chicken feed 1 food for poultry. 2 colloquial 
insignificant amount esp. of money. 
chicken-hearted (also chicken-livered) lacking 
nerve or courage. chickenpox infectious disease 
with rash of small blisters. chicken wire light 
wire netting. 


m noun 1 bantam, broiler, cockerel, fowl, hen, 
| pullet, rooster. 3 pullet. 


chickpea noun pealike seed used as vegetable. 
chickweed noun a small weed. 
Chicle /'tfık(ə)l/ noun juice of tropical tree, used 
in chewing gum. 
chicory /'tfikərı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 salad 
plant. 2 its root, roasted and ground and used 
with or instead of coffee. 3 endive. 
chide verb (-ding; past chided or chid; past parti- 
ciple chided or chidden) archaic scold, rebuke. 
chief /tfi:f/ noun 1 leader, ruler. 2 head of tribe, 
clan, etc. 3 head of department etc. @ adjective 1 
first or highest in position, rank, or influence. 2 
prominent; most important. 
| m noun administrator, authority figure, colloquial 
bigwig, colloquial boss, captain, chairperson, 
chieftain, commander, commanding officer, 
commissioner, controller, director, employer, 
executive, foreman, forewoman, colloquial gaffer, 
governor, head, king, leader, manager, managing 
director, master, mistress, organizer, overseer, 
owner, president, principal, proprietor, ringleader, 
| ruler, superintendent, supervisor, supremo. 
| © adjective 4 arch, best, first, foremost, greatest, 
į head, highest, leading, major, premier, principal, 
senior, supreme, top, unequalled, unrivalled, 
uppermost. 2 basic, cardinal, central, dominant, 
especial, essential, fundamental, high-priority, 
indispensable, key, leading, main, major, 
necessary, outstanding, overriding, paramount, 
predominant, primary, prime, prominent, salient, 
significant, substantial, vital, weighty. 


chiefly adverb above all; mainly but not exclu- 
sively. 

m especially, essentially, generally, in particular, 
mainly, mostly, particularly, predominantly, 

primarily, principally, usually. 


chieftain /'tfi:ft(ə)n/ noun leader of tribe, clan, 
etc. Oo chieftaincy moun (plural -ies). 


chiffchaff /‘t{ift{ef/ noun small European 
warbler. 


chiffon /‘fifon/ noun diaphanous silky fabric. 
chignon I'Sinjo -/ noun coil of hair at back of 
eai 


chihuahua /tfrwa:wə/ noun tiny smooth- 
coated dog. 
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chilblain /‘tSiblem/ noun itching swelling on 
hand, foot, etc., caused by exposure to cold. 


child /tSaild/ noun (plural children /'tSildran/) 4 
young human being. 2 one’s son or daughter. 3 
(+f) descendant, follower, or product of. o child 
benefit regular state payment to parents of child 
uptocertain age. childbirth giving birth to child. 
child’s play easy task. o childless adjective. 

a 1 adolescent, babe, baby, Scottish & Northern 

English bairn, boy, usually derogatory brat, girl, 

guttersnipe, infant, juvenile, colloquial kid, lad, 

esp. Scottish & Northern English or poetical lass, 
minor, newborn, colloquial nipper, offspring, 

stripling, toddler, tot, urchin, youngster, youth. 2 

daughter, descendant, heir, issue, offspring, 

progeny, son. 3 descendant, disciple, follower, 
product. 


childhood noun state or period of being a child. 
a adolescence, babyhood, boyhood, girlhood, 
infancy, minority, teens, youth. 


childish adjective 1 of or like child. 2 immature, 
silly. o childishly adverb. childishness noun. 

u 1 boyish, childlike, girlish. 2 babyish, credulous, 

foolish, immature, infantile, juvenile, naive, 

puerile, silly. 


childlike adjective innocent, frank, etc., like 
child. 

u artless, frank, green, guileless, ingenuous, 

innocent, naive, natural, simple, trustful, 

unaffected, unsophisticated. 


chili = cou. 


chill noun 1 cold sensation. 2 feverish cold. 3 
unpleasant coldness (of air etc.). 4 depressing 
influence. © verb 1 make or become cold. 2 pre- 
serve (food or drink) by cooling. 3 depress; 
horrify. © adjective literary chilly. 


m noun 3 see coLD noun 1. © verb1,2cool, freeze, 
keep cold, make cold, refrigerate. 


chilli /‘tSut/ noun (also chili) (plural -es) 

hot-tasting dried red capsicum pod. o chilli con 

came [kon 'ka:nı/ chilli-flavoured mince and 
jeans. 


chilly adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 rather cold. 2 sensi- 
tive to cold. 3 unfriendly, unemotional. 
m 1 literary chill, cold, cool, crisp, fresh, frosty, icy, 
colloquial nippy, colloquial or dialect parky, raw, 
sharp, wintry. 3 aloof, cool, dispassionate, frigid, 
hostile, ill-disposed, remote, reserved, 
stand-offish, unforthcoming, unfriendly, 
unresponsive, unsympathetic, unwelcoming. 


chime noun 1 set of attuned bells. 2 sounds made 
by this. © verb (-ming) 1 (of bells) ring. 2 show 
(time) by chiming. 3 (usually + together, with) be 
in agreement. o chime in 1 interject remark. 2 
join in harmoniously. 


m noun 2 carillon, peal, striking, tintinnabulation, 
tolling. @ verb 1 see RING? verb 1. 


chimera /kar'mrera/ noun 1 monster in Greek 
mythology with lion’s head, goat’s body, and ser- 
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pent’s tail. 2 bogey. 3 wild impossible scheme or 
fancy. o chimerical /-'merrtk(ə)l/ adjective. 


chimney /'tfmnı/ noun (plural -s) 1 channel 

conducting smoke etc. away from fire etc. 2 part 
of this above roof. 3 glass tube protecting 
lamp-flame. o chimney breast projecting wall 
round chimney. chimney pot pipe at top of 
chimney. chimney sweep person who clears 
chimneys of soot. 


| m1 flue, funnel: 2 smokestack, stack. 


chimp noun colloquial chimpanzee. 


chimpanzee /tfmpoen'zi:/ noun manlike 
African ape. 

chin noun front of lower jaw. o chinless wonder 
ineffectual person. chinwag noun & verb slang 
chat. 


china /'tfamə/ noun 1 fine white or translucent 
ceramic ware. 2 things made of this. @ adjective 
made of china. o china clay kaolin. 


| a noun 1 porcelain. 2 see CROCKERY. 


chinchilla /t{m'tfila/ noun 1 S. American 
rodent. 2 its soft grey fur. 3 breed of cat or rabbit. 


chine noun 1 backbone. 2 joint of meat con- 
taining this. 3 ridge. © verb (-ning) cut (meat) 
through backbone. 


Chinese /tSar'ni:z/ adjective of China. © noun 
1 Chinese language. 2 (plural same) native or 
national of China. 3 (plural same) person of 
Chinese descent. a Chinese lantern 1 collaps- 
ible paper lantern. 2 plant with inflated 
orange-red calyx. Chinese leaf lettuce-like 
cabbage. 


chink' noun narrow opening. 
a cleft, crack, cranny, crevice, cut, fissure, gap, 
opening, rift, slit, slot, space, split. 


chink? verb (cause to) make sound of glasses or 
coins striking together. © noun this sound. 


chintz noun printed multicoloured usually 
glazed cotton cloth. 


chip noun 1 small piece cut or broken off. 2 place 
where piece has been broken off. 3 strip of potato 
usually fried. 4 US potato crisp. 5 counter used 
as money in some games. 6 microchip. © verb 
(-pp-) 1 (often + off) cut or break (piece) from 
hard material. 2 (often + at, away at) cut pieces 
off (hard material). 3 be apt to break at edge. 4 
(usually as chipped adjective) make (potato) into 
chips. o chipboard board made of compressed 
wood chips. chip in colloquial 1 contribute 
(money etc.). 2 interrupt. 
& noun 1 bit, flake, fleck, fragment, piece, scrap, 
shard, shaving, shiver, slice, sliver, splinter, 
wedge. 2 crack, flaw, gash, nick, notch, scratch, 
snick. © verb 1 break, cut, snap. 2 break, crack, 
damage, gash, nick, notch, scratch, splinter; (chip 
at, chip away at) see CHISEL verb 1. 3 break, crack, 
damage, scratch, splinter. o chip in 1 see 
CONTRIBUTE 1. 2 see INTERRUPT 1. 


chipmunk /‘t{mmank/ noun N. American 
Striped ground squirrel. 


chipolata /tftpə'la:tə/ noun small thin sausage. 


chimney | chocolate 


Chippendale /‘t{mender/ adjective of an 
18th-c. elegant style of furniture. 


chiropody /krropadi/ noun treatment of feet 
and their ailments. o chiropodist noun. 


chiropractic /karerau'prektik/ noun treat- 
ment of disease by manipulation of spinal 
column. o chiropractor /‘kata-/ noun. 


chirp verb 1 (of small bird etc.) utter short thin 
sharp note. 2 speak merrily. © noun chirping 
sound. 

chirpy adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial cheerful. 
Ochirpily adverb. 

chirrup /‘tStrap/ verb (-p-) chirp, esp. repeatedly. 
@ noun chirruping sound. 

chisel /'tfız(ə)l/ noun tool with bevelled blade 
for shaping wood, stone, or metal. © verb (-Il-; US 
-l-) 1 cut or shape with chisel. 2 (as chiselled 
adjective) (of features) clear-cut. 3 slang defraud. 


a verb 1 carve, chip (away) at, cut, engrave, 
fashion, model, sculpture, shape. 


chit! noun 1 derogatory or jocular young small 
woman. 2 young child. 


chit? noun written note. 


chit-chat noun colloquial light conversation, 
gossip. 

chivalry /‘{rvalr1/ noun 1 medieval knightly 
system. 2 honour and courtesy, esp. to the weak. 
o chivalrous adjective. chivalrously adverb. 

m o chivalrous courageous, courteous, courtly, 

gallant, generous, gentlemanly, heroic, 7 

honourable, historical knightly, noble, polite, 

respectable, true, trustworthy, worthy. 


Chive noun herb related to onion. 
chivvy /'t/rv1/ verb (-ies, -ied) urge persistently; 
nag. 


chloral /‘klo:r(e)l/ noun compound used in 
making DDT, sedatives, etc. 


chloride /‘klo:raid/ noun compound of chlorine 
and another element or group. 

chlorinate /'klo:rmert/ verb (-ting) impregnate 
or treat with chlorine. o chlorination noun. 

chlorine /‘klo:ri:n/ noun poisonous gas used for 
bleaching and disinfecting. 


chlorofluorocarbon see CFC. 


chloroform /‘klorefo:m/ noun colourless vola- 
tile liquid formerly used as general anaesthetic. 
@ verb render unconscious with this. 

chlorophyll /'klorəfil/ noun green pigment in 
most plants. 

choc noun colloquial chocolate. a choc ice bar 
of ice cream covered with chocolate. 


chock noun block of wood; wedge. @ verb make 
fast with chock(s). ao chock-a-block (often + 
with) crammed together, full. chock-full (often + 
of ) crammed full. 


chocolate /'t/oklat/ noun 1 food made as paste, 
powder, or solid block from ground cacao seeds. 
2 sweet made of or covered with this. 3 drink 
containing chocolate. 4 dark brown. © adjective 
4 made from chocolate. 2 dark brown. 


choice | Christian 


choice noun 1 act of choosing. 2 thing or person 
chosen. 3 range to choose from. 4 power to 
choose. @ adjective of superior quality. 

m noun 1 decision, election, nomination, pick, 

preference, say, selection, vote. 2 nomination, 

pick, preference, selection. 3 array, assortment, 

diversity, miscellany, mixture, range, selection, 

variety. 4 alternative, option, say, voice, vote. 

© adjective see EXCELLENT. 


choir /kwate/ noun 1 regular group of singers. 2 
chancel in large church. ochoirboy, choirgirl 
boy or gir] singer in church choir. 


choke verb (-king) 1 stop breathing of (person 
or animal). 2 suffer such stoppage. 3 block up. 4 
(usually + back) hold back (feelings, tears, etc.) 
with difficulty. 5 (as choked adjective) speech- 
less from emotion. 6 (as choked adjective) dis- 
gusted, disappointed. @noun 1 valve in 
carburettor controlling inflow of air. 2 device 
for smoothing variations of alternating electric 
current. 

m verb 1 asphyxiate, garrotte, smother, stifle, 

strangle, suffocate, throttle. 2 gag, gasp, retch, 

suffocate. 3 block, bung up, clog, close, congest, 

constrict, dam, fill, jam, obstruct, smother, stop up. 

4 (choke back) see SUPPRESS 2. 


choker noun close-fitting necklace. 

choler /'kolə/ noun 1 historical bile. 2 archaic 
anger, irascibility. 

cholera /'kolərə/ noun infectious often fatal 
bacterial disease of small intestine. 


choleric /‘kolarik/ adjective easily angered. 


cholesterol /ke'lestarnl/ noun sterol present in 
human tissues including the blood. 


chomp /tfomp/ verb munch noisily. 


choose /tfu:z/ verb (-sing; past chose /tJauz/; 
past participle chosen) 1 select out of greater 
number. 2 (usually + between, from) take one or 
another. 3 (usually + to do) decide. 
m 1 adopt, agree on, appoint, decide on, determine 
on, draw lots for, elect, identify, name, nominate, 
opt for, pick out, plump for, select, settle on, show 
a preference for, single out, vote for. 2 decide, 
make up one's mind, reach a decision. 3 decide, 
determine, elect, opt, vote. 


choosy /'tSu:zi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 
fussy; hard to please. 

m dainty, discerning, discriminating, exacting, 

fastidious, finical, finicky, fussy, hard to please, 

nice, particular, colloquial pernickety, colloquial 

picky, selective. 


chop' verb (-pp-) 1 (usually + off, down, etc.) cut 
with axe etc. 2 (often + up) cut into small pieces. 
3 strike (ball) with heavy edgewise blow. © noun 
1 cutting blow. 2 thick slice of meat usually 
including rib. 3 (the chop) slang dismissal from 
job. 4 (the chop) slang killing, being killed. 

m verb 1 literary cleave, cut, hack, hew, lop, slash, 
split. 2 cube, cut, dice, mince. 


chop? noun (usually in plural) jaw. 
chop verb (-pp-) a chop and change vacillate. 
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| u o chop and change see CHANGE Verb 1. 


chopper noun 1 large-bladed short axe. 2 
cleaver. 3 colloquial helicopter. 

choppy adjective (-ier, -iest) (of sea etc.) fairly 
rough 


| G] roughish, ruffled, turbulent, uneven, wavy. 


chopstick /'tfopstrk/ noun each of pair of sticks 
held in one hand as eating utensils by Chinese, 
Japanese, etc. 

chop suey /iJop'su:/ noun (plural -s) 
Chinese-style dish of meat fried with vegetables. 

choral /‘ko:r(e)l/ adjective of, for, or sung by 
choir or chorus. 

chorale /ke'ra:1/ noun 1 simple stately hymn 
tune. 2 choir. 

chord! /ko:d/ noun combination of notes 
sounded together. 

chord? /ko:d/ noun 1 straight line joining ends 
of arc. 2 string of harp etc. 

chore noun tedious or routine task, esp. 
domestic. 


| a burden, duty, errand, job, task, work. 


choreography /kori‘vgrefi/ moun design or 
arrangement of ballet etc. ochoreograph 
[koriegra:f/ verb. choreographer /-'ngrəfə/ 
noun. choreographic /-ə'græf-/ adjective. 
chorister /‘korista/ moun member of choir, esp. 
choirboy. 


chortle /'tfo:t(ə)l/ noun gleeful chuckle. © verb 
(ling) chuckle gleefully. 
chorus /'ko:ras/ noun (plural -es) 1 group of 
singers; choir. 2 music for choir. 3 refrain of 
song. 4 simultaneous utterance. 5 group of 
singers and dancers performing together. 6 
group of performers commenting on action in 
ancient Greek play. 7 any of its utterances. 
© verb (-s-) utter simultaneously. 


m noun 1 choir, choral society, vocal ensemble. 3 
refrain, response. 


chose past of cHoose. 

chosen past participle of CHOOSE. 

chough /tfaf/ noun red-legged crow. 

choux pastry /fu:/ noun very light pastry 
made with eggs. 

chow noun 1 slang food. 2 Chinese breed of dog. 

chow mein /t{au 'mem/ noun Chinese-style 
dish of fried noodles usually with shredded meat 
and vegetables. 


christen /‘kris(a)n/ verb 4 baptize. 2 name. 
Ochristening noun. 


m 1 anoint, baptize. 2 call, dub, name, nickname, 
term. 


Christendom krisendem/ noun Christians 
worldwide. 


Christian /krist{(e)n/ adjective 4 of Christ’s 
teaching. 2 believing in or following Christian 
religion. 3 charitable, kind. e noun adherent of 
Christianity. o Christian era era counted from 
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Christ's birth. Christian name forename, esp. 
given at christening. Christian Science system 
of belief including power of healing by prayer 
alone. Christian Scientist adherent of this. 


Christianity /kristr'zeniti/ noun Christian reli- 
gion, quality, or character. 


Christmas /‘krismes/ noun (period around) 
festival of Christ’s birth celebrated on 25 Dec. 
o Christmas box present or tip given at 
Christmas. Christmas Day 25 Dec. Christmas 
Eve 24 Dec. Christmas pudding rich boiled 
pudding with dried fruit. Christmas rose 
white-flowered winter-flowering hellebore. 
Christmas tree evergreen tree decorated at 
Christmas. o Christmassy adjective. 


chromatic /kro'mzttk/ adjective 1 of colour; in 
colours. 2 Music of or having notes not belonging 
to prevailing key. u chromatic scale scale that 
proceeds by semitones. 0 chromatically adverb. 


chrome /kraum/ noun 1 chromium. 2 yellow 
pigment got from a compound of chromium. 


chromium /‘kraumiem/ noun metallic element 
used as shiny decorative or protective.coating. 


chromosome /‘kraumessum/ noun Biology 
threadlike structure occurring in pairs in cell- 
nucleus, carrying genes. 


chronic /‘kronik/ adjective 1 (of disease) 
long-lasting. 2 (of patient) having chronic illness. 
3 colloquial habitual. 4 colloquial bad, intense, 
severe. O chronically adverb. 

a 1 ceaseless, constant, continuing, deep-rooted, 

incessant, incurable, ineradicable, ingrained, 

lasting, lifelong, lingering, long-lasting, long-lived, 

long-standing, never-ending, non-stop, 

permanent, persistent, unending. 4 see BAD 6. 


chronicle /‘krontk(a)1/ noun record of events in 
order of occurrence. @verb (-ling) record 
(events) thus. o chronicler noun. 

noun account, annals, chronology, description, 

diary, history, journal, narrative, record, register, 

Saga, story. 


chronological /krona'lnd3ik(a)l/_ adjective 
according to order of occurrence. o chrono- 
logically adverb. 


| m consecutive, in order, sequential. : 


chronology /kra'‘nvled3i/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
science of computing dates. 2 arrangement of 
events etc. according to date. 3 document dis- 
playing such arrangement. 

u 2 dating, order, sequence, timing. 3 almanac, 

calendar, diary, journal, log, schedule, timetable. 


chronometer /kra'‘nomite/ noun time- 
pa instrument, esp. one used in navi- 
gation. 


Chrysalis /‘krisalis/ noun (plural-lises) 1 pupa 
of butterfly or moth. 2 case enclosing it. 


chrysanthemum __/krr'sen@emem/ 
garden plant flowering in autumn. 


Chub noun (plural same) thick-bodied river fish. 
Chubby adjective (-ier, -iest) plump, round. 


noun 


Christianity | chute 


m buxom, dumpy, fat, plump, podgy, portly, 
rotund, round, stout, tubby. 


chuck! verb 1 colloquial fling or throw care- 
lessly. 2 (often + in, up) colloquial give up.3 touch 
playfully, esp. under chin. © noun 1 act of chuck- 
ing. 2 (the chuck) slang dismissal. o chuck out 
colloquial 1 expel. 2 discard. 


chuck? noun 1 cut of beef from neck to ribs. 2 
eeu for holding workpiece or bit. @ verb fix in 
uck. 


chuckle /'tfak(ə)l/ verb (-ling) laugh quietly or 
inwardly. © noun quiet or suppressed laugh. 


chuff verb (of engine etc.) work with regular 
sharp puffing sound. 


chuffed adjective slang delighted. 


chug verb (-gg-) 1 make intermittent explosive 
sound. 2 move with this. 


chukka /'tfakə/ noun (US chukker) period of 
play in polo. ` 

chum noun colloquial close friend. o chum up 
(-mm-) (often + with) become close friend (of). 
o chummy adjective (-ier, -iest). 


chump noun 1 colloquial foolish person. 2 thick 
end of loin of lamb or mutton. 3 lump of wood. 


chunk noun lump cut or broken off. 


u bar, block, brick, chuck, hunk, lump, mass, 
piece, portion, slab, wedge. 


chunky adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 consisting of or 
resembling chunks. 2 small and sturdy. 


chunter /'tfantə/ verb colloquial mutter, 
grumble. 
chupatty = cCHAPATTI. 


church noun 1 building for public Christian 
worship. 2 public worship. 3 (Church) Chris- 
tians collectively. 4 (Church) clerical profes- 
sion. 5 (Church) organized Christian society. 
Ochurchgoer person attending church regu- 
larly. churchgoing noun & adjective. church- 
man, churchwoman member of clergy or 
Church. churchwarden elected lay representa- 
tive of Anglican parish. churchyard enclosed 
ground round church, esp. used for burials. 
m 1 abbey, basilica, cathedral, chapel, Scottish & 
Northern‘English kirk, minster, parish church, 
shrine, temple. o churchyard burial ground, 
cemetery, graveyard. 


churl noun bad-mannered, surly, or stingy 
person. 

churlish /'tfə:lf/ adjective surly; mean-spirited. 
a churlishness noun. 

churn noun 1 large milk can. 2 butter-making 
machine. © verb 1 agitate (milk etc.) in churn. 2 
make (butter) in churn. 3 (usually + up) upset, 
agitate. o churn out produce in large quantities. 

chute’ /Su:t/ noun 1 slide for taking things to 
lower level. 2 slide into a swimming pool. 


| m channel, incline, ramp, slide, slope. 


chute? /Su:t/ noun colloquial parachute. 


chutney | circulate 


chutney /‘tfatni/ noun (plural -s) relish made 
of fruits, vinegar, spices, etc. 

chyle /kail/ noun milky fluid into which chyme 
is converted. 

chyme /kam/ noun pulp formed from 
partly-digested food. 

CIA abbreviation (in US) Central Intelligence 
Agency. 

ciabatta /tJa'ba:te/ noun Italian bread made 
with olive oil. 

ciao /tfau/ interjection colloquial 1 goodbye. 2 
hello. 

cicada /sr'ka:də/ noun winged chirping insect. 

cicatrice /'stkatris/ moun scar of healed wound. 

cicely /'stsali/ noun (plural-ies) flowering plant 
related to parsley and chervil. 

CID abbreviation Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment. 

cider /'sardə/ noun drink of fermented apple 
juice. 

cigar /st'ga:/ noun roll of tobacco leaves for 
smoking. 

cigarette /siga'ret/ moun finely cut tobacco 
rolled in paper for smoking. 

cilium /‘siliam/ noun (plural cilia) 1 hairlike 
structure on animal cells. 2 eyelash. o ciliary 
adjective. 

cinch /smtJ/ noun colloquial 1 certainty. 2 easy 
task. 

cinchona /sm'kəvnə/ noun 1 S. American ever- 
green tree. 2 (drug from) its bark which contains 
quinine. 

cincture /‘smktJa/ noun literary girdle, belt, or 
border. 

cinder /'smda/ noun residue of coal etc. after 
burning. 

Cinderella /smde'rela/ noun person or thing of 
unrecognized merit. 

cine- /sm1/ combining form cinematographic. 

cinema /'smma:/ noun 1 theatre where films 
are shown. 2 films collectively. 3 art or industry 
of producing films. o cinematic /-'mzt-/ adjec- 
tive. 


m 2 films, colloquial the flicks, esp. US motion 
pictures, esp. US colloquial movies, pictures. 


cinematography /smme'togrefi/ noun art of 
making films. o cinematographer noun. cine- 
matographic /-mzta'greefik/ adjective. 

cineraria /sma'reerte/ noun plant with bright 
flowers and downy leaves. 

cinnabar /'smeba:/ noun 1 red mercuric sul- 
phide. 2 vermilion. 


cinnamon /'sməmən/ noun 1 aromatic spice 
from bark of SE Asian tree. 2 this tree. 3 
yellowish-brown. 

cinquefoil /‘smkfoll/ noun plant with com- 
pound leaf of 5 leaflets. 

Cinque Port /smk/ noun any of (originally 5) 
ports in SE England with ancient privileges. 
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cipher /'sarfə/ (also cypher) noun 1 secret or dis- 
guised writing. 2 key to this. 3 arithmetical 
symbol 0. 4 person or thing of no importance, 
© verb write in cipher. 


circa |'s3:ke/ preposition (usually ` preceding 
date) about. [Latin] 


circle /'s3:k(ə)l/ noun 1 perfectly round plane 
figure. 2 roundish enclosure, structure, etc. 3 
ring. 4 curved upper tier of seats in theatre etc, 
5 circular route. 6 cycle. 7 set or restricted group. 
8 people grouped round centre of interest. © verb 
(-ling) (often + round, about) move in or form 
circle. 
a noun 1 circlet, disc, ring, round. 3 band, belt, - 
circlet, coil, girdle, hoop, loop, ring, round, wheel. 
5 circuit, circulation, circumnavigation, cycle, 
gyration, lap, loop, orbit, revolution, rotation, 
round, tour, turn. 7 association, band, body, clique, 
club, company, coterie, fellowship, US fraternity, 
gang, group, party, set, society, sphere. © verb 
circumnavigate, circumscribe, coil, compass, 
corkscrew, curl, curve, encircle, enclose, 
encompass, girdle, go round, gyrate, hem in, loop, 
orbit, pirouette, pivot, reel, revolve, ring, rotate, 
skirt, spin, spiral, surround, swirl, swivel, tour, 
turn, wheel, whirl, wind. 


circlet /'ss:klit/ noun 1 small circle. 2 circular 
band, esp. as ornament. 


circuit /'s3:kit/ noun 1 line, course, or distance 

enclosing an area. 2 path of electric current. 3 
apparatus through which current passes. 4 
judge’s itinerary through district. 5 such a dis- 
trict. 6 chain of theatres, cinemas, etc. under 
single management. 7 motor-racing track. 8 
sphere of operation. 9 sequence of sporting 
events. 


a 1 circle, circumference, lap, orbit, revolution, 
round, tour. 


circuitous /s3:'kju:ttas/ adjective indirect, 
roundabout. 

m curving, devious, indirect, labyrinthine, 

meandering, oblique, roundabout, serpentine, 

tortuous, twisting, winding, zigzag. 


circuitry /'s3:kitr1/ noun (plural -ies) system of 
electric circuits. 


circular /'s3:kjula/ adjective 1 having form of or 
moving in circle. 2 (of reasoning) using point to 
be proved as argument for its own truth. 3 (of 
letter etc.) distributed to several people. © noun 
circular letter etc. o circular saw power saw 
with rotating toothed disc. o circularity /-‘leerttt/ 
noun. 

m adjective 4 annular, ring-like, round. 2 

circumlocutory, cyclic, periphrastic, repeating, 

repetitive, roundabout, tautologous. © noun 

advertisement, leaflet, letter, notice, pamphlet. 


circularize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) send 
circular to. 


circulate ['ss:kjuleit/ verb (-ting) 1 be in circu- 
lation. 2 put in circulation. 3 send circulars to. 4 
mingle among guests etc. 
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1 circle, go round, move about, move round, 
orbit. 2 advertise, disseminate, distribute, issue, 
make known, noise abroad, promulgate, publicize, 
publish, put about, send round, spread about. 4 
go round, mingle, mix, move round. 


circulation noun 1 movement from and back 
to starting point, esp. that of blood -from and to 
heart. 2 transmission, distribution. 3 number of 
copies sold. o circulatory adjective. 

a 1 flow, movement, pumping, recycling. 2 

broadcasting, diffusion, dissemination, 

distribution, promulgation, publication, spreading, 

transmission. 3 distribution, sales figures. 


circumcise /'s3:komsaiz/ verb (-sing) cut off 
foreskin or clitoris of. o circumcision /-'s13(9)n/ 
noun. 


circumference /sə'kamfərəns/ noun 1 line 
enclosing circle. 2 distance round. 

m 1 border, boundary, circuit, edge, fringe, limit, 

margin, outline, perimeter, periphery, rim, verge. 


circumflex /'s3:kəmfleks/ noun (in full circum- 
flex accent) mark (^) over vowel indicating pro- 
nunciation. 


circumlocution /s3:komle'kju:J(a)n/ noun 1 
roundabout expression. 2 evasive speech. 3 verb- 
osity. 0 circumlocutory /-'lokjot-/ adjective. 


circumnavigate  /ss:kam'nevigert/ verb 
(-ting) sail round. o circumnavigation noun. 


circumscribe /'ss:komskraib/ verb (-bing) 1 
enclose or outline. 2 lay down limits of; confine, 
restrict. o circumscription /-'skripJ(9)n/ noun. 


circumspect /'ss:kemspekt/ adjective cau- 
tious; taking everything into account. o circum- 
spection /-'spekf(a)n/ noun. circumspectly 
adverb. 


circumstance /'ss:kamst(a)ns/ moun 1 fact, 
occurrence, or condition, esp. (in plural) con- 
nected with or affecting an eventetc. 2(in plural) 
financial condition. 3 ceremony, fuss. 
m 1 colloquial affair, event, happening, incident, 
occasion, occurrence; (circumstances) 
background, causes, conditions, considerations, 
context, contingencies, details, factors, facts, 
influences, particulars, position, situation, state of 
affairs, surroundings. 2 (circumstances) finances, 
income, resources. 


circumstantial /s3:kəm'stænj(ə)l/ adjective 1 
(of account, story) detailed. 2 (of evidence) 
tending to establish a conclusion by reasonable 
inference. 


l @ 2 conjectural, deduced, inferred, unprovable. 


circumvent /ss:kem'vent/ verb 1 evade. 2 
outwit. 


circus /'ss:kas/ noun (plural -es) 1 travelling 
show of performing acrobats, clowns, animals, 
etc. 2 colloquial scene of lively action. 3 group of 
people in common activity. 4 open space in town, 
Where several streets converge. 5 historical 
arena for sports and games. 


Cirrhosis /sr'rausis/ noun chronic liver disease. 


circulation | civil 


cirrus /'siras/ noun (plural cirri /-rat/) white 
wispy cloud. 


Cissy = sissy. 

Cistercian /sis'ts:J(a)n/ noun monk or nun of 
strict Benedictine order. @ adjective of the Cister- 
cians. 

cistern /‘sist(e)n/ noun 1 tank for storing water. 
2 underground reservoir. 


| a bath, container, reservoir, tank. 


citadel /'sıtəd(ə)l/ noun fortress protecting or 
dominating city. 

m acropolis, bastion, castle, fort, fortification, 

fortress, garrison, stronghold, tower. 


citation /sarterf(ə)n/ noun 1 citing or passage 
cited. 2 description of reasons for award. 

cite verb (-ting) 1 mention as example. 2 quote 
(book etc.) in support. 3 mention in military dis- 
patches. 4 summon to law court. 

@ 1, 2 adduce, advance, bring up, enumerate, 

mention, name, quote, reel off, refer to, specify. 3 

mention, name, refer to. 


citizen /‘sitrz(e)n/ noun 1 native or national of 
state. 2 inhabitant of particular city. o citizen’s 
band system of local intercommunication by 
radio. o citizenry noun. citizenship noun. 

m 1 denizen, inhabitant, national, native, 

passport-holder, subject, taxpayer, voter. 2 

burgher, dweller, freeman, householder, 

inhabitant, ratepayer, resident. 


citrate /‘sitrert/ noun salt of citric acid. 

citric /'sitrik/ adjective ucitric acid sharp- 
tasting acid in citrus fruits. 

citron /'sitran/ noun 1 tree bearing large 
lemon-like fruits. 2 this fruit. 


citronella /sıtrə'nelə/ noun 1 a fragrant oil. 2 
grass from S. Asia yielding it. 


citrus /‘sitras/ noun (plural -es) 1 tree of group 
including orange, lemon, and grapefruit. 2 (in 
full citrus fruit) fruit of such tree. 


city /'sıtr/ noun (plural-ies) 1 large town. 2 town 
created city by charter and containing cathedral. 
3 (the City) part of London governed by Lord 
Mayor and Corporation. 4 (the City) business 
quarter of this. 5 (the City) commercial circles. 


E 1, 2 conurbation, metropolis, town, urban 
| district. 


civet /‘stvit/ noun 1 (in full civet cat) catlike 
animal of Central Africa. 2 strong musky 
perfume got from this. 


civic /‘stvik/ adjective of city or citizenship. 


civics plural noun (usually treated as singular) 
study of civic rights and duties. 


civil /'sıv(ə)l/ adjective 1 of or belonging to cit- 
izens. 2 non-military. 3 polite, obliging. 4 Law 
concerning private rights and not criminal 
offences. o civil defence organization for pro- 
tecting civilians in wartime. civil engineer 
person who designs or maintains roads, bridges, 
etc. civil list annual allowance by Parliament for 
royal family’s household expenses. civil mar- 


civilian | clarify 


riage one solemnized without religious cere- 
mony. civil rights rights of citizens to social and 
political freedom, equal opportunity, and 
non-discriminatory treatment. civil servant 
member of civil service. civil service all 
non-military and non-judicial branches of state 
administration. civil war one between citizens of 
same country. 
| m 1 communal, domestic, internal, national, 
public, social, state. 2 civilian. 3 affable, civilized, 
considerate, courteous, obliging, polite, 
respectful, urbane, well bred, well mannered. 
o civil servant administrator, bureaucrat, 
mandarin. 


civilian /si'vilren/ noun person not in armed 
forces. © adjective of or for civilians. 


civility /si'vilrtr/ noun (plural -ies) 1 politeness. 
2 act of politeness. 


civilization noun (also -sation) 1 advanced 
stage of social development. 2 peoples regarded 
as having achieved, or been instrumental in 
evolving, this. 3 customs, achievements, beliefs, 
etc. of such peoples. 

m 1 cultivation, culture, enlightenment, 

refinement, sophistication. 2 community, culture, 

nation, people, society. 3 see CULTURE Noun 3. 


civilize /‘stvilaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 
1 bring out of barbarism. 2 enlighten, refine. 
o civilized adjective. 
u 1 domesticate, humanize, socialize, tame. 2 
cultivate, educate, enlighten, improve, organize, 
refine. O civilized advanced, cultivated, cultured, 
developed, domesticated, educated, enlightened, 
humane, orderly, polite, refined, sociable, social, 
sophisticated, urbane, well behaved, well run. 


cl abbreviation centilitre(s). 


clack verb make sharp sound as of boards struck 
together. © noun such sound. 


clad adjective 1 clothed. 2 provided with clad- 
ding. 


cladding noun protective covering or coating. 


claim verb 1 demand as one’s due. 2 assert. 3 
represent oneself as having. 4 (+ to do) profess 
to. @ noun 1 demand. 2 (+ to, on) right or title. 3 
assertion. 4 thing claimed. 

m verb 1 ask for, collect, demand, exact, insist on, 

take. 2-4 affirm, allege, argue, assert, attest, 

contend, declare, insist, maintain, pretend, 
profess, state. 


claimant noun person making claim, esp. in 
lawsuit or for state benefit. 


clairvoyance /klea'voiens/ noun supposed 
faculty of perceiving the future or the unseen. 


clairvoyant noun person having clairvoyance. 
© adjective having clairvoyance. 

m noun fortune-teller, oracle, prophet, seer, sibyl, 

soothsayer. @ adjective extrasensory, oracular, 

prophetic, psychic, telepathic. 


clam noun edible bivalve mollusc. © verb (-mm-) 
(+ up) colloquial refuse to talk. 
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clamber /'klæmbə/ verb climb using hands or 
with difficulty. 


l a climb, crawl, scramble. 


clammy /'klæmı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) damp and 
sticky. 


| m close, damp, dank, humid, moist, muggy, slimy, 
sticky, sweaty, wet. 


clamour /‘klema/(US clamor) noun shouting, 
confused noise. 2 protest, demand. © verb make 
clamour, shout. o clamorous adjective. 

m noun 1 babel, commotion, din, hubbub, 

hullabaloo, noise, outcry, racket, colloquial row, 

screeching, shouting, storm, uproar. © verb call 

out, cry out, exclaim, shout, yell. 


clamp' noun 1 device, esp. brace or band of iron 
etc., for strengthening or holding things 
together. 2 device for immobilizing illegally 
parked vehicles. © verb 1 strengthen or fasten 
with clamp. 2 place or hold firmly. 3 immobilize 
(car) with clamp. o clamp down (usually + on) 
become stricter (about). 

clamp? noun heap of earth and straw over har- 
vested potatoes etc. 

clan noun 1 group of families with common 
ancestor, esp. in Scotland. 2 family as social 
group. 3 group with common interest. o clans- 
man, clanswoman member or fellow member of 
clan. o clannish adjective. . 

m 1 family, house, tribe. o clannish cliquish, 

close, close-knit, insular, isolated, narrow, united. 


clandestine /klen'destm/ adjective surrepti- 
tious, secret. 


clang noun loud resonant metallic sound. © verb 
(cause to) make clang. 

clanger /'klæņə/ noun slang mistake; blunder. 
o drop a clanger commit conspicuous indiscre- 
tion. 

clangour /'klæņgə/ noun (US clangor) con- 
tinued clanging. o clangorous adjective. 

clank noun sound as of metal on metal. © verb 
(cause to) make clank. 


clap verb (-pp-) 1 strike palms of hands together, 
esp. as applause. 2 put or place quickly or with 
determination. 3 (+ on) give friendly slap on. 
@noun 1 act of clapping. 2 explosive noise, esp. 
of thunder. 3 slap. o clap eyes on colloquial see. 
clapped out slang worn out; exhausted. 
m verb 1 applaud, show approval. 3 see HIT verb 1. 
© noun 2 bang, crack, crash, report. 3 slap, 
smack, spank. 


clapper noun tongue or striker of bell. o clap- 
Perboard device in film-making for making 
sharp noise to synchronize picture and sound. 

claptrap noun insincere or pretentious talk; 
nonsense. 

claque /klæk/ noun people hired to applaud. 

claret /‘klzrat/ noun red Bordeaux wine. 

clarify /‘klertfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 make or 
become clear. 2 free from impurities. 3 make 
transparent. o clarification noun. 


125 


a 1 clear up, define, elucidate, explain, explicate, 
gloss, illuminate, simplify, spell out, throw light on. 
2 cleanse, clear, filter, purify, refine. 


clarinet /klerrnet/noun woodwind instrument 
with single reed. o clarinettist noun. 


clarion /‘klerien/ noun 1 rousing sound. 2 his- 
torical war-trumpet. 


clarity /‘kleritt/ noun clearness. 


clash noun 1 loud jarring sound as of metal 
objects struck together. 2 collision. 3 conflict. 4 
discord of colours etc. © verb 1 (cause to) make 
clash. 2 coincide awkwardly. 3 (often + with) be 
discordant or at variance. 


a verb 1 bang, clang, clank, crash, resonate, ring. 
2 see COINCIDE 1. 3 see CONFLICT verb. 


clasp /kla:sp/ noun 1 device with interlocking 
parts for fastening. 2 embrace. 3 handshake. 4 
bar on medal-ribbon. © verb 1 fasten (as) with 
clasp. 2 grasp. 3 embrace. o clasp-knife large 
folding knife. 

a noun 1 brooch, buckle, catch, clip, fastener, 

fastening, hasp, hook, pin. 2, 3 cuddle, embrace, 

grasp, grip, hold, hug. © verb 1 see FASTEN 1. 2,3 

cling to, clutch, embrace, enfold, grasp, grip, hold, 

hug, squeeze. i 


class /kla:s/ noun 1 any set of people or things 
grouped together or differentiated from others. 
2 division or order of society. 3 colloquial 
high quality. 4 set of students taught together. 
5 their time of meeting. 6 their course of 
instruction. © verb place in a class. o classmate 
person in same class at school. classroom room 
where class of students is taught. o classless 
adjective. 
m noun 1 category, classification, division, 
domain, genre, genus, grade, group, kind, league, 
order, quality, rank, set, sort, species, sphere, type. 
2caste, descent, extraction, grouping, lineage, 
pedigree, standing, station, status. 4 band, form, 
US grade, group, set, stream, year. © verb see 
CLASSIFY 1. 


classic /'klæsık/ adjective‘ first-class; of lasting 
importance. 2 typical. 3 ofancient Greek or Latin 
culture etc. 4 (of style) simple and harmonious. 
5 famous because long-established. © noun 1 
classic writer, artist, work, or example. 2 (in 
plural) study of ancient Greek and Latin. 
u adjective 1 abiding, ageless, deathless, 
enduring, established, excellent, exemplary, 


clarinet | claw 


first-class, first-rate, flawless, ideal, immortal, 
lasting, colloquial legendary, masterly, 
memorable, notable, outstanding, perfect, 
time-honoured, undying, unforgettable, vintage. 2 
archetypal, characteristic, definitive, model, 
paradigmatic, regular, standard, typical, usual. 

@ noun 1 masterpiece, model. 


‘classical adjective 4 of ancient Greek or Latin 


literature etc. 2 (of language) having form used 
by standard authors. 3 (of style) harmonious, 
elegant, simple. 4 (of music) serious or conven- 
tional. 

m 1 ancient, Greek, Hellenic, Latin, Roman. 3 
austere, dignified, elegant, harmonious, pure, 
restrained, simple, symmetrical, well 
proportioned. 


classicism /'klæsısız(ə)m/ noun 1 following of 
classic style. 2 classical scholarship. o classi- 
cist noun. 


classification /klesifi'ke1f(a)n/ noun 1 arran- 
ging in classes. 2 class in which thing or person 
is placed. 
m 1 categorization, codification, ordering, 
organization, systematization, tabulation, 
taxonomy. 2 see CLASS noun. 


classify /‘kleesifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 arrange 
in classes; class. 2 (often as classified adjective) 
designate as officially secret. 

m 1 arrange, bracket together, catalogue, 

categorize, class, grade, group, order, organize, 

pigeon-hole, put into sets, sort, systematize, 

tabulate. 2 (classified) see SECRET adjective 1. 


classy /‘kla:s1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 
superior. o classiness noun. 


clatter /'klætə/ noun sound as of hard objects 
struck together. @ verb (cause to) make clatter. 


clause /klo:z/ noun 1 group of words including 
finite verb (see panel). 2 single statement in 
treaty, law, contract, etc. 

m 2 article, condition, item, paragraph, part, 

passage, provision, proviso, section, subsection. 


claustrophobia /klo:stra'feubia/ noun abnor- 
mal fear of confined places. o claustrophobic 
adjective. 

clavichord /‘klzviko:d/ noun small keyboard 
instrument with very soft tone. 

clavicle /'klævık(ə)l/ noun collar-bone. 


claw noun 1 pointed nail on animal’s foot. 2 foot 


Clause 


A clause is a group of words that includes a finite verb. If it makes complete sense by itself, it is 


known as a main clause, e.g. 
The sun came out. 


Otherwise, it must be attached to a main clause; it is then known as a subordinate clause, e.g. 


when the sun came out 


(as in When the sun came out, we went t outside: ) 
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clay | clef 


armed with claws. 3 pincers of shellfish. 4 device 
for grappling, holding, etc. © verb scratch, maul, 
or pull with claws or fingernails. . 


m noun 1 nail, talon. © verb lacerate, maul, rip, 
| scrape, scratch, slash, tear. 


clay noun stiff sticky earth, used for bricks, 
pottery, etc. aclay pigeon breakable disc 
thrown into air as target for shooting. a clayey 
adjective. 

claymore /‘klemo:/ noun historical Scottish 
two-edged broad-bladed sword. 


clean adjective 1 free from dirt. 2 clear. 3 pris- 
tine. 4 not obscene or indecent. 5 attentive to 
cleanliness. 6 clear-cut. 7 without record of 
crime etc. 8 fair. @ adverb 1 completely. 2 simply. 
3 in a clean way. © verb make or become clean. 
@moun process of cleaning. oclean-cut 1 
sharply outlined. 2 (of person) clean and tidy. 
clean out 1 clean thoroughly. 2 slang empty or 
deprive (esp. of money). clean-shaven without 
beard or moustache. clean up 1 make tidy or 
clean. 2 slang acquire as or make profit. 
o cleaner noun. cleanness noun. 
| m adjective 1 decontaminated, disinfected, 
hygienic, immaculate, laundered, perfect, 
polished, sanitary, scrubbed, spick and span, 
spotless, sterile, sterilized, unadulterated, 
unsoiled, unstained, unsullied, washed, 
wholesome. 2 clarified, clear, distilled, fresh, pure, 
purified, unpolluted. 3 blank, new, plain, pristine, 
unmarked, untouched, unused. 4 chaste, decent, 
good, innocent, moral, respectable, upright, 
virtuous. 6 clear-cut, definite, neat, regular, 
smooth, straight, tidy. 8 chivalrous, fair, honest, 
honourable, sporting, sportsmanlike. © verb 
bath, bathe, brush, buff, cleanse, clear up, 
decontaminate, deodorize, disinfect, dry-clean, 
dust, filter, flush, groom, hoover, launder, mop, 
polish, purge, purify, rinse, sandblast, sanitize, 
scour, scrape, scrub, shampoo, shower, soap, 
Sponge, spring-clean, spruce up, sterilize, swab, 
sweep, swill, tidy up, colloquial vacuum, wash, 
wipe. o clean-shaven beardless, shaved, ` 
shaven, shorn, smooth. 


cleanly’ adverb in a clean way. 

cleanly? /‘klenli/ adjective (-ier, -iest) habitually 
clean; attentive to cleanness and hygiene. 
Ocleanliness noun. 


cleanse /klenz/ verb (-sing) make clean or pure. 
o cleanser noun. 


clearadjective 1 free from dirt or contamination. 
2 not clouded. 3 transparent. 4 (of colours) 
bright. 5 readily perceived; distinct. 6 unam- 
biguous; easily understood. 7 evident, manifest. 
8 able to discern readily. 9 free from guilt. 10 
unobstructed. 11 (often + of ) free, unhampered. 
12 net, without deduction; complete. © adverb 1 
clearly. 2 completely. 3 apart. © verb 1 make or 
become clear. 2 (often + of ) free from obstruction 
etc. 3 remove (obstruction etc.). 4 make or 
become empty. 5 (often + of ) show (person) to be 
innocent. 6approve (person etc.) for special duty, 
access, etc. 7 pass through (customs). 8 pass over 
or by without touching. 9 make (sum) as net gain. 
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10 pass (cheque) through clearing house. 11 (of 
fog etc.) disappear. uclear away remove, 
clear-cut sharply defined. clear off colloquial go 
away. clear out 1 empty. 2 remove. 3 colloquial 
goaway. clear-outoun tidying by emptyinganq 
sorting. clear up 1 tidy. 2 solve. clearway road 
where vehicles may not stop. o clearly adverb, 
clearness noun. 
a adjective 1 clarified, clean, distilled, filtered, 
fresh, pure, purified, unpolluted. 2 cloudless, fair, 
fine, sunny, starlit, unclouded. 3 colourless, 
crystalline, glassy, limpid, pellucid, pure, 
transparent. 4 bright, lustrous, shining, sparkling, 
strong, vivid. 5 (clear image) bold, clean, definite, 
distinct, explicit, focused, legible, positive, 
recognizable, sharp, simple, visible, well-defined; 
(clear sound) audible, distinct, penetrating, sharp. 
6 clear-cut, coherent, comprehensible, explicit, 
intelligible, lucid, perspicuous, precise, specific, 
straightforward, unambiguous, understandable, 
unequivocal, well presented. 7 apparent, blatant, 
clear-cut, conspicuous, evident, glaring, 
indisputable, manifest, noticeable, obvious, 
palpable, perceptible, plain, pronounced, 
straightforward, unconcealed, undisguised, 
unmistakable. 8 see PERCEPTIVE. 9 blameless, 
easy, guiltless, innocent, quiet, satisfied, sinless, 
undisturbed, untroubled, unworried. 10 empty, 
free, open, passable, uncluttered, uncrowded, 
unhampered, unhindered, unimpeded, 
unobstructed. © verb 1 brighten, clarify, clean, 
filter, purify. 2 clean out, free, open up, unblock, 
unclog, unstop. 3 eliminate, get rid of, remove, strip. 
4 empty, evacuate. 5 absolve, acquit, formal 
exculpate, excuse, exonerate, free, let off, liberate, 
release, vindicate. 8 bound over, jump, leap over, 
pass over, spring over, vault. 11 disappear, 
evaporate, fade, melt away, vanish. o clear away 
see REMOVE verb 1. clear off see DEPART 1,2. clear 
up 1 see CLEAN Verb. 2 see EXPLAIN 1,2. 


clearance noun 1 removal of obstructions etc. 
2 space allowed for passing of two objects. 3 
special authorization. 4 clearing for special duty, 
of cheque, etc. 5 clearing out. 

clearing noun treeless area in forest. o clearing 
bank member of clearing house. clearing house 
1 bankers’ institution where cheques etc. are 
exchanged. 2 agency for collecting and distribut- 
ing information etc. 


l i gap, glade, opening, space. 


cleat noun device for fastening ropes to projec- 
tion on gangway, sole, etc. to provide grip. 

cleavage noun 1 hollow between woman's 
proasta; 2 division. 3 line along which rocks etc. 
split. 

cleave" verb (-ving; past clove /klauv/, cleft, 
or cleaved; past participle cloven, cleft, or 
cleaved) literary 1 break or come apart. 2 make 
one’s way through. 


| m 1 cut, divide, halve, slit, split. 


cleave? verb (-ving) (+ to) literary adhere to. 
cleaver noun butcher's heavy chopping tool. 


clef noun Music symbol at start of staff showing 
pitch of notes on it. 
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cleft' adjective split, partly divided. u cleft 
palate congenital split in roof of mouth. 


cleft? noun split, fissure. 


clematis /‘klematis/ noun climbing flowering 
plant. 


clement /‘klemont/ adjective 1 mild. 2 merciful. 
o clemency moun. 


clementine /'klemənti:n/ noun 
tangerine-like fruit. 

clench verb 1 close tightly. 2 grasp firmly. 
o noun 1 clenching action. 2 clenched state. 


a verb 2 clasp, grasp, grip, hold. 


clergy /'kls:d31/ noun (plural -ies) (usually 
treated as plural) those ordained for religious 
duties. 
clergyman /'kls:d3mən/ noun (feminine 
clergywoman) member of clergy. 
m archbishop, bishop, canon, cardinal, chaplain, 
churchman, churchwoman, confessor, cleric, 
curate, deacon, deaconess, dean, divine, 
ecclesiastic, minister, padre, parson, pastor, 
preacher, prebendary, prelate, priest, primate, 
rector, vicar. 


small 


cleric /‘klertk/ noun member of clergy. 


clerical adjective 1 of clergy, clergymen, or 
clergywomen. 2 of or done by clerks. 

a 1 canonical, ecclesiastical, episcopal, 

ministerial, pastoral, priestly, sacerdotal, spiritual. 

2 office, secretarial, white-collar. 


clerihew /‘klerthju:/ noun witty or comic 4-line 
biographical verse. 


clerk /kla:k/ noun 1 person employed to keep 
records, accounts, etc. 2 secretary or agent of 
local council, court, etc. 3 lay officer of church. 
© verb work as clerk. 

u noun 1 assistant, bookkeeper, computer 

operator, copyist, filing clerk, office worker, 

colloquial derogatory pen-pusher, receptionist, 

secretary, shorthand typist, esp. US 

stenographer, typist. 2 recorder, scribe, secretary. 


clever /‘kleva/ adjective (-er, -est) 1 skilful, tal- 
ented; quick to understand and learn. 2 adroit. 3 
ingenious. o cleverly adverb. cleverness noun. 
u 1 able, academic, accomplished, acute, adept, 
apt, artistic, astute, brainy, bright, brilliant, 
capable, discerning, expert, gifted, intellectual, 
intelligent, judicious, keen, knowing, 
knowledgeable, observant, penetrating, 
perceptive, percipient, perspicacious, 
precocious, quick, quick-witted, sagacious, sage, 
sensible, sharp, shrewd, skilful, skilled, smart, 
subtle, talented, wise, witty. 2 adroit, deft, 
dexterous, handy, skilful, skilled. 3 artful, astute, 
canny, crafty, creative, cunning, colloquial cute, 
foxy, guileful, imaginative, ingenious, inventive, 
resourceful, shrewd, slick, sly, subtle, wily. 
ū cleverness ability, acuteness, astuteness, 
brilliance, cunning, expertise, ingenuity, intellect, 
intelligence, mastery, quickness, sagacity, 
sharpness, shrewdness, skill, subtlety, talent, 
wisdom, wit. 


cleft | clinch 


cliché I'kli:fer/ noun hackneyed phrase or 
opinion. 


m banality, colloquial chestnut, commonplace, 
platitude, stereotype, truism, well-worn phrase. 


clichéd adjective hackneyed, full of clichés. 
@ see HACKNEYED. 


click noun slight sharp sound. @ verb 1 (cause 
to) make click. 2 colloquial become clear or 
understood. 3 colloquial be successful. 4 (+ with) 
colloquial become friendly with. 


client /‘klarent/ noun 1 person using services of 
lawyer or other professional person. 2 customer. 


u consumer, customer, patient, patron, shopper, 
user; (clients) clientele. 


clientele /kli:on'tel/ noun 4 clients collectively. 
2 customers. 


cliff noun steep rock face, esp. on coast. 
a cliffhanger story etc. with strong element of 
suspense. 


a bluff, crag, escarpment, precipice, rock face, 
scar. 


climacteric /klarmæktərık/ noun period of 
1e iden fertility and sexual activity are in 
ecline. 


climate /'klamıt/ noun 1 prevailing weather 
conditions of an area. 2 region with particular 
weather conditions. 3 prevailing trend of 
opinion etc. o climatic /-'mæt-/ adjective. cli- 
matically /-'mæt-/ adverb. 

E 1 see WEATHER noun. 3 ambience, atmosphere, 

aura, disposition, environment, feeling, mood, 

spirit, temper, trend. 


climax /‘klameks/ noun 1 event or point of 
greatest intensity or interest, culmination. 2 
point of greatest sexual excitement. @ verb collo- 
quial reach or bring to a climax. o climactic 
adjective. 

u noun 1 acme, apex, apogee, crisis, culmination, 
head, highlight, high point, peak, summit, zenith. 

2 orgasm. 


climb /klam/ verb 1 (often + up) ascend, mount, 
go up. 2 (of plant) grow up wall etc. by clinging 
etc. 3 rise, esp. in social rank. 4 slope upwards. 5 
reach top of (mountain etc.). @ noun 1 action of 
climbing. 2 hill etc. (to be) climbed. a climb 
down 1 descend. 2 withdraw from position taken 
in argument. o climber noun. 

m verb 1 ascend, clamber up, go up, mount, move 

up, scale, shin up, soar, swarm up. 4 incline, rise, 

slope up. 5 conquer, reach top of. @ noun 1 ascent. 

2 ascent, grade, gradient, hill, incline, pitch, rise, 

slope. 0 climb down 1 see DESCEND 1. 


clime noun literary 1 region. 2 climate. 


clinch verb 1 confirm or settle conclusively. 2 
(of boxers) become too closely engaged. 3 secure 
(nail or rivet) by driving point sideways when 
through. @ noun 1 clinching. 2 resulting state. 3 
colloquial embrace. 


cling | close 


m verb 1 agree, close, complete, conclude, 
confirm, decide, determine, finalize, make certain 
of, ratify, secure, settle, shake hands on, sign, 
verify. 


cling verb (past & past participle clung) 1 (often 
+ fo) adhere. 2 (+ to) be emotionally dependent 
onorunwilling to give up. 3 (often + fo) maintain 
grasp. Ocling film thin transparent plastic 
covering for food. o clingy adjective (-ier, -iest). 


m 1 adhere, attach, fasten, fix, hoid fast, stick. 2 
| (cling to) see KEEP verb 1,2. 3 (cling to) see HOLD' 
verb 1. 


clinic /‘klmik/ noun 4 private or specialized hos- 
pital. 2 place or occasion for giving medical treat- 
mentor specialist advice. 3 teaching of medicine 
at hospital bedside. 


u 1 health centre, infirmary, medical centre. 2 
| infirmary, sickbay, surgery. 


clinical adjective 1 of or for the treatment of 
patients. 2 objective, coldly detached. 3 (of room 
etc.) bare, functional. o clinically adverb. 


clink' noun sharp ringing sound. © verb (cause 
to) make clink. 


clink? noun slang prison. 


clinker /'klmkə/ noun 1 mass of slag or lava. 2 
stony residue from burnt coal. 


clinker-built adjective (of boat) with external 
planks overlapping downwards. 


clip’ noun 1 device for holding things together. 2 
piece of jewellery fastened by clip. 3 set of 
attached cartridges for firearm. © verb (-pp-) fix 
with clip. 0 clipboard board with spring clip for 
holding papers etc. 


| m verb clasp, fasten, pin, staple. 


Clip? verb (-pp-) 1 cut with shears or scissors. 2 
cut hair or wool of. 3 colloquial hit sharply. 4 
omit (letter) from word; omit parts of (words 
uttered). 5 punch hole in (ticket) to show it has 
been used. 6 cut from newspaper etc. © noun 1 
clipping. 2 colloquial sharp blow. 3 extract from 
motion picture. 4 yield of wool. 

m verb 1,2 crop, cut, dock, prune, shear, snip, trim. 
© noun 3 bit, cutting, excerpt, extract, fragment, 
kary passage, portion, quotation, section, snippet, 
trailer. 


clipper noun 1 (usually in plural) instrument 
for clipping. 2 historical fast sailing ship. 


clipping noun piece clipped, esp. from news- 
paper. 

clique /kli:k/ noun exclusive group of people. 
o cliquey adjective (cliquier, cliquiest). cliquish 
adjective. 

clitoris /'klterts/ noun small erectile part of 
female genitals. 


Clir abbreviation Councillor. 


cloak noun 1 loose usually sleeveless outdoor 

garment. 2 covering. © verb 1 cover with cloak. 
2 conceal, disguise. o cloakroom 1 room for 
maenor clothes or luggage. 2 euphemistic lav- 
atory. 
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m noun 1 cape, cope, mantle, poncho, robe, wrap. 
2 see COVERING. © verb 1 cover, mantle, shroud, 
wrap. 2 conceal, cover, disguise, hide, mantle, 
mask, screen, shroud, veil, wrap. 


clobber' /'klobə/ verb slang 1 hit (repeatedly), 
2 defeat. 3 criticize severely. 

clobber’ /'klvbə/ noun slang clothing, belong- 
ings. 

cloche /klpJ/ noun 1 small translucent cover for 
outdoor plants. 2 woman’s close-fitting 
bell-shaped hat. 

clock' noun 1 ‘instrument measuring and 
showing time by hands on dial or by digital 
display. 2 measuring device resembling this. 3 
colloquial speedometer, taximeter, or stopwatch. 
4 seed-head of dandelion. verb colloquial 1 
(often + up) attain or register (distance etc.). 2 
time (race etc.) by stopwatch. o clock in (or 
on), or out (or off) register time of arrival, or 
departure, by automatic clock. clockwise 
(moving) in same direction as hands of clock. 
clockwork mechanism with coiled springs etc. 
on clock principle. like clockwork with mech- 
anical precision. 


| a noun 1 chronometer, timepiece. 3 meter. 


clock? noun ornamental pattern on side ofstock- 
ing or sock. 


clod noun lump of earth or clay. 


clog noun wooden-soled shoe. overb (-gg-) 1 
(often + up) (cause to) become obstructed; choke. 
2 impede. 

m verb 1 block, bung up, choke, close, congest, 

dam, fill, jam, obstruct, plug, stop up. 2 see IMPEDE. 


cloister /‘kloista/ noun 1 covered walk esp. in 
college or ecclesiastical building. 2 monastic life; 
seclusion. © verb seclude. 


clone noun 1 group of organisms produced 
asexually from one ancestor. 2 one such organ- 
ism. 3 colloquial person or thing regarded as 
dential to another. © verb (-ning) propagate as 
one. 


close’ /klous/ adjective 4 (often + to) at short 
distance or interval. 2 having strong or immedi- 
ate relation. 3 corresponding almost precisely. 4 
(almost) in contact. 5 dense, compact. 6 nearly 
equal. 7 rigorous; concentrated. 8 stifling. 9 shut. 
10 secret; secretive. 11 niggardly. © adverb at 
Short distance or interval. @ noun 1 street closed 
atoneend. 2 precinctofcathedral. o close-fisted 
niggardly. close harmony singing of parts 
within an octave. close-knit 1 tightly inter- 
locked. 2 closely united. close season season 
when killing of game etc. is illegal. close shave 
colloquial narrow escape. close-up photograph 
etc. taken at short range. oclosely adverb. 
closeness noun. 
m adjective 1 accessible, adjacent, adjoining, at 
hand, convenient, handy, near, neighbouring, 
point-blank (range). 2 affectionate, attached, dear, 
devoted, familiar, fond, friendly, intimate, loving, 
colloquial thick. 3 alike, analogous, comparable, 
compatible, corresponding, related, resembling, 
similar. 5 compact, compressed, congested, 
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cramped, crowded, dense, colloquial jam-packed, 
packed, thick. 7 attentive, careful, concentrated, 
detailed, minute, painstaking, precise, rigorous, 
searching, thorough. 8 airless, colloquial fuggy, 
humid, muggy, oppressive, stale, stifling, stuffy, 
suffocating, sweltering, unventilated, warm. 10 
confidential, private, reserved, reticent, secret, 
secretive, taciturn. 11 illiberal, mean, colloquial 
mingy, miserly, niggardly, parsimonious, 
penurious, stingy, colloquial tight, tight-fisted, 
ungenerous. 


close? /klauz/ verb (-sing) 1 shut. 2 block up. 3 
bring or come to an end. 4 end day’s business. 5 
bring or come closer or into contact. 6 (often + 
up) (of gap) make or become smaller. 7 make 
(electric circuit) continuous. © noun conclusion, 
end. o closed-circuit (of television) transmitted 
by wires to restricted number of receivers. close 
down discontinue working. closed shop busi- 
ness etc. where employees must belong to speci- 
fied trade union. 

n verb 1 bolt, fasten, lock, make inaccessible, 
padlock, put out of bounds, seal, secure, shut. 2 
-bar, barricade, block, make impassable, obstruct, 
seal off, stop up. 3 complete, conclude, culminate, 
discontinue, end, finish, settle, stop, terminate, 
wind up. 5 come together, connect, draw together, 
join up. 6 (close up) narrow, reduce, shorten. 

© noun cadence, cessation, coda, completion, 


conclusion, culmination, denouement, end, finale, 
| finish, stop, termination. 
closet /'klozıt/ noun 1 small room. 2 cupboard. 


3 water-closet. © adjective secret. © verb (-t-)shut 
away, esp. in private consultation etc. 


closure /'kləv3ə/ noun 1 closing; closed state. 2 
procedure for ending debate. 


clot noun 1 thick lump formed from liquid, esp. 
blood. 2 colloquial foolish person. © verb (-tt-) 
form into clots. 

m noun 1 embolism, lump, mass, thrombosis. 

© verb coagulate, coalesce, congeal, curdle, set, 

Solidify, stiffen, thicken. 


cloth /klv0/ noun 1 woven or felted material. 2 
piece of this. 3 (the cloth) the clergy. 


@ 1 fabric, material, stuff, textile. 


clothe /‘klaud/ verb (-thing; past & past parti- 
ciple clothed or clad) 1 put clothes on; provide 
with clothes. 2 cover as with clothes. : 
u 1 array, attire, cover, deck, drape, dress, fit out, 
a kit out, robe, swathe, wrap up. 2 see COVER 
verb 1. 


Clothes /klauiz/ plural noun 1 things worn to 
cover body and limbs. 2 bedclothes. o clothes 
horse frame for airing washed clothes. 

1 formal apparel, attire, slang clobber, clothing, 

costume, dress, ensemble, finery, garb, garments, 

colloquial gear, colloquial get-up, outfit, archaic 
raiment, colloquial rig-out, suit, colloquial togs, 
trousseau, underclothes, uniform, vestments, 
wardrobe, wear, archaic weeds. 


clothier /'kləvðrə/ noun dealer in men's clothes. 
clothing /‘klevdm/ noun clothes. 


cloud /klaud/ noun 1 visible mass of condensed 
watery vapour floating in air. 2 mass of smoke 
or dust. 3 (+ of) great number of (birds, insects, 
etc.) moving together. 4 state of gloom, trouble, 
or suspicion. @verb 1 cover or darken with 
cloud(s). 2 (often + over, up) become overcast or 
gloomy. 3 make unclear. a cloudburst sudden 
violent rainstorm. o cloudless adjective. 
a noun 1 fog, haze, mist, vapour. 2 billow. © verb 
1 cover, darken, dull, eclipse, enshroud, mantle, 
mist up, obscure, screen, shroud, veil. 2 darken, 
dim. 3 blur, conceal, confuse, dull, hide, muddy, 
obfuscate, obscure, veil. o cloudless bright, 
clear, starlit, sunny, unclouded. 


cloudy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 covered with 
clouds. 2 not transparent, unclear. o cloudiness 
noun. 

a 1 dark, dismal, dull, gloomy, grey, leaden, 

lowering, overcast, sullen, sunless. 2 (cloudy 

windows) blurred, blurry, dim, misty, opaque, 

steamy, unclear; (cloudy liquid) hazy, milky, 

muddy, murky. 


clout /klaut/ noun 1 heavy blow. 2 colloquial 
influence; power of effective action. 3 piece of 
cloth or clothing. © verb hit hard. 


clove’ /kleuv/ noun dried bud of tropical tree, 
used as spice. 


clove? /klauv/ noun segment of compound bulb, 
esp. of garlic. 


clove? past of CLEAVE’. 


clove hitch noun knot for fastening rope round 
pole etc. 


cloven /‘klauv(s)n/ adjective split. u cloven 
hoof, foot divided hoof, as of oxen, sheep, etc., or 
the Devil. 


clover /‘kleuva/ noun kind of trefoil used as 
fodder. o in clover in ease and luxury. 


clown /klaun/ noun 1 comic entertainer, esp. in 
circus. 2 foolish or playful person. © verb (often 
+ about, around) behave like clown. a clownish 
adjective. 

m noun buffoon, comedian, comic, historical fool, 

funny man, funny woman, historical jester, joker, 

wag. 


cloy verb satiate or sicken by sweetness, rich- 
ness, etc. 


club noun 1 heavy stick used as weapon. 2 stick 
with head, used in golf. 3 association of people 
for social, sporting, etc. purposes. 4 premises of 
this. 5 playing card of suit marked with black 
trefoils. 6 (in plural) this suit. @ verb (-bb-) 1 
strike (as) with club. 2 (+ together) combine, esp. 
to make up sum of money. o club foot congeni- 
tally deformed foot. clubhouse premises of club. 
clubland area with many nightclubs. clubroot 
disease of cabbages etc. club sandwich sandwich 
with 2 layers of filling and 3 slices of bread or 
toast. 


clubbable | coarse 


| moun 1 bat, baton, bludgeon, colloquial cosh, 
cudgel, staff, stick, truncheon. 3 association, 
brotherhood, circle, company, federation, 
fellowship, US fraternity, group, guild, league, 
order, organization, party, set, sisterhood, society, 
US sorority, union. @ verb 1 see HIT verb 1.2 (club 
together) see COMBINE verb 1. 


clubbable /'klabəb(ə)l/ adjective sociable. 


cluck noun chattering cry of hen. © verb emit 
cluck(s). 

clue noun 1 guiding or suggestive fact. 2 piece of 
evidence used in detection of crime. 3 word(s) 
used to indicate word(s) for insertion in cross- 
word. @ verb (clues, clued, cluing or clueing) 
provide clue to. o clue In, up slang inform. 

anoun 1, 2 hint, idea, indication, indicator, inkling, 

key, lead, colloquial pointer, sign, suggestion, 

suspicion, tip, tip-off, trace. 


clueless /‘klu:lis/ adjective colloquial ignorant, 
stupid. o cluelessly adverb. cluelessness noun. 


clump noun (+ of ) cluster, esp. of trees. © verb 1 
form clump. 2 heap or plant together. 3 tread 
heavily. 


u noun bunch, bundle, cluster, collection, group, 
mass, shock (of hair), thicket, tuft. 


clumsy /‘klamzi/ adjective (ier, -iest) 1 
awkward in movement or shape. 2 difficult to 
handle or use. 3 done without skill. 4 tactless. 
a clumsily adverb. clumsiness noun. 

a 1 awkward, blundering, bumbling, bungling, 

fumbling, gangling, gawky, graceless, colloquial 

ham-fisted, heavy-handed, colloquial hulking, 
inelegant, lumbering, maladroit, shambling, 

uncoordinated, ungainly, ungraceful, unskilful. 2 

awkward, badly made, bulky, cumbersome, heavy, 

inconvenient, inelegant, large, ponderous, rough, 
shapeless, unmanageable, unwieldy. 3 see 

AMATEURISH (AMATEUR). 4 boorish, gauche, 

ill-judged, inappropriate, indelicate, indiscreet, 

inept, insensitive, tactless, uncouth, undiplomatic, 
unsubtle, unsuitable. 


clung past & past participle of CLING. 


cluster /‘klaste/ noun close group or bunch of 
similar people or things. @ verb 1 be in or form 
intocluster(s). 2 (+ round, around) gather round. 
m noun assembly, batch, bunch, bundle, clump, 
collection, crowd, gathering, group, knot, tuft. 
@ verb2 see GATHER verb 1. 


clutch’ verb 1 seize eagerly; grasp tightly. 2 (+ 
at) snatch at. @ noun 1 tight or (in plural) cruel 
grasp. 2 (in vehicle) device for connecting engine 
to transmission. 3 pedal operating this. o clutch 
bag handbag without handles. 

m verb 1 catch, clasp, cling to, grab, grasp, grip, 

hang onto, hold on to, seize, snatch, take hold of. 

2 (clutch af) grab at, grasp at, seize, snatch at. 
@noun 1 clasp, grasp, grip, hold; (clutches) 

control, possession, power. 


clutch? noun 1 set of eggs. 2 brood of chickens. 
clutter /‘klate/ noun crowded untidy collection 
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of things. © verb (often + up, with) crowd un- 
tidily; fill with clutter. 

a noun chaos, confusion, disorder, jumble, junk, 
litter, lumber, mess, muddle, odds and ends, 
rubbish, tangle, untidiness. © verb be scattered 
about, fill, lie about, litter, make untidy, mess up, 
muddle, strew. 


cm abbreviation centimetre(s). 

Cmdr. abbreviation Commander. 

CND abbreviation Campaign for Nuclear Dis- 
armament. 

CO abbreviation Commanding Officer. 

Co. abbreviation 1 company. 2 county. 

CO- /kau/ prefix 1 (added to nouns) joint, mutual, 
common. 2 (added to adjectives and adverbs) 
jointly, mutually. 3 (added to verbs) together 
with another or others. 

clo abbreviation care of. 

coach noun 1 single-decker bus usually for 
longer journeys. 2 railway carriage. 3 closed 
horse-drawn carriage. 4 sports trainer or private 
tutor. © verb train or teach. o coachload group 
of tourists etc. travelling by coach. coachman 
driver of horse-drawn carriage. coachwork 
bodywork of road or rail vehicle. 

m noun 1 bus, historical charabanc. 4 instructor, 

teacher, trainer, tutor. © verb direct, drill, exercise, 

guide, instruct, prepare, teach, train, tutor. 


coagulate /kəv'ægjulert/ verb (-ting) 1 change 
from liquid to semi-solid. 2 clot, curdle. 
o coagulant zoun. coagulation noun. 

m 1 colloquial jell, set, solidify, stiffen, thicken. 2 

clot, congeal, curdle. 


coal noun 1 hard black mineral used as fuel etc. 
2pieceofthis. 0 coalface exposed surface of coal 
in mine. coalfield area yielding coal. coal gas 
mixed gases formerly extracted from coal and 
used for heating, cooking, etc. coal mine place 
where coal is dug. coal miner worker in coal 
mine. coal scuttle container for coal for 
domestic fire. coal tar tar extracted from coal. 
coal tit small bird with greyish plumage. 


coalesce /kəvə'les/ verb (-cing) come together 
and form a whole. o coalescence noun. coales- 
cent adjective. 


coalition /kaua'li{(e)n/ noun 1 temporary alli- 
ance. esp. of political parties. 2 fusion into one 
whole. 


coaming ['kəumm/ noun raised border round 
ship’s hatches etc. 


coarse /ko:s/ adjective 1 rough or loose in 
texture; of large particles. 2 lacking refinement; 
crude, obscene. o coarse fish freshwater fish 
other than salmon and trout. o coarsely adverb. 
coarsen verb. coarseness noun. 

m 1 bristly, gritty, hairy, harsh, lumpy, prickly, 

rough, scratchy, sharp, stony, uneven, unfinished. 

2 bawdy, blasphemous, boorish, derogatory 

common, crude, earthy, foul, immodest, impolite, 

improper, impure, indecent, indelicate, offensive, 

ribald, colloquial rude, smutty, uncouth, 

unrefined, vulgar. 
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coast moun border of land near sea; seashore. 
o verb 1 ride or move (usually downhill) without 
use of power. 2 make progress without exertion. 
3 sail along coast. U coastguard (member of) 
group of people employed to keep watch on 
coasts, prevent smuggling, etc. coastline line of 
seashore, esp. with regard to its shape. o coastal 
adjective. 

a noun beach, coastline, littoral, seaboard, 

seashore, seaside, shore. © verb 1 cruise, drift, 

freewheel, glide, sail, skim, slide, slip. o coastal 

maritime, nautical, naval, seaside. 


coaster noun 1 ship that sails along coast. 2 
tray or mat for bottle or glass. 


coat noun 1 sleeved outer garment; overcoat, 
jacket. 2 animal’s fur or hair. 3 layer of paint etc. 
overb 1 (usually + with, in) cover with coat or 
layer. 2 form covering on. o coat of arms her- 
aldic bearings or shield. coat-hanger shaped 
piece of wood etc. for hanging clothes on. 
u noun 1 anorak, blazer, cagoule, historical 
doublet, duffle coat, greatcoat, jacket, jerkin, 
mackintosh, overcoat, parka, raincoat, tailcoat, 
topcoat, trench coat, tunic, windcheater. 2 fleece, 
fur, hair, hide, pelt, skin. 3 coating, cover, covering, 
film, finish, glaze, layer, membrane, overlay, 
patina, sheet, veneer, wash. © verb see COVER verb 
1. O coat of arms see CREST NOUN 4. 
[Cabernet Rererersinan ars aiearmesr si aanreared ernest asa ener we mee 
coating noun 1 layer of paint etc. 2 cloth for 
coats. 


coax verb 1 (usually + into, to) persuade gradu- 
ally or by flattery. 2 (+ out of) obtain (thing) from 
(person) thus. 3 manipulate gently. 

5 1 allure, beguile, cajole, charm, decoy, entice, 

induce, inveigle, manipulate, persuade, tempt, 

urge, wheedle. 2 (coax out of ) extract from, prise 

out of, wheedle out of, winkle out of, worm out of. 


coaxial /kau'eekstel/ adjective 1 having common 
axis. 2 (of electric cable etc.) transmitting by 
means of two concentric conductors separated 
by insulator. 


cob noun 1 roundish lump. 2 domed loaf. 3 corn 
cob. 4 large hazelnut. 5 sturdy short-legged 
riding-horse. 6 male swan. 
cobalt /'kəvbə:lt/ noun 1 silvery-white metallic 
plement: 2 (colour of) deep blue pigment made 
mit. 


cobber /'kvbə/ noun Australian & NZ colloquial 
companion, friend. 

cobble’ /'kob(ə)l/ noun (in full cobblestone) 
rounded stone used for paving. @ verb (-ling) 
Pave with cobbles. 

cobble? /'kvb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 mend or patch 


(esp. shoes). 2 (often + together) assemble 
roughly. 


m 1 mend, patch up. 2 (cobble together) knock up, 
put together. 


Cobbler noun 1 mender of shoes. 2 (in plural) 
Slang nonsense. 


COBOL ['kəubnl/ noun computer language for 
use in business operations. 


coast | cocoon 


cobra /‘kaubra/ noun venomous hooded snake. 


cobweb /'kobweb/ noun spider’s network or 
thread. o cobwebby adjective. 

coca /‘kauke/ noun 1 S. American shrub. 2 its 
leaves chewed as stimulant. 

cocaine /kau'kem/ noun drug from coca, used 
as local anaesthetic and as stimulant. 

Coccyx /‘koksiks/ noun (plural coccyges 
/-dsi:z/) bone at base of spinal column. 

Cochineal /kotSrni:l/ noun 1 scarlet dye. 2 
insects whose dried bodies yield this. 

cock' noun 1 male bird, esp. domestic fowl. 2 
slang (as form of address) friend, fellow. 3 slang 
nonsense. 4 firing lever in gun released by 
trigger. 5 tap or valve controlling flow. © verb 1 
raise or make upright. 2 turn or move (eye or ear) 
attentively or knowingly. 3 set (hat etc.) aslant. 
4 raise cock of (gun). a cock-a-hoop exultant. 
cock-a-leekie Scottish soup of boiled fowl with 
leeks. cockcrow dawn. cock-eyed colloquial 1 
crooked, askew. 2 absurd. 

cock? noun conical heap of hay or straw. 


cockade /kv'kerd/ noun rosette etc. worn in 
hat. 

cockatco /knka'tu:/ noun crested parrot. 

cockchafer /‘koktSerfe/ noun large pale brown 
beetle. 

cocker /‘koke/ noun (in full cocker spaniel) 
small spaniel. 

cockerel /'kokər(ə)l/ noun young cock. 

cockle /'kok(ə)l/ noun 1 edible bivalve shellfish. 
2 its shell. 3 (in full cockleshell) small shallow 
boat. 4pucker or wrinkle. o cockles ofthe heart 
innermost feelings. 

cockney /‘kokn1/ noun (plural -s) 1 native of 
London, esp. East End. 2 cockney dialect. 
@ adjective of cockneys. 

cockpit noun 1 place for pilot etc. in aircraft or 
spacecraft or for driver in racing car. 2 arena of 
war etc. 

cockroach /‘kokrautS/ zoun dark brown insect 
infesting esp. kitchens. 

cockscomb /‘kokskeum/ noun cock's crest. 

cocksure /kok'Jue/ adjective arrogantly con- 
fident. 

cocktail /‘kokterl/ noun 4 drink of spirits, fruit 
juices, etc. 2 appetizer containing shellfish etc. 3 
any hybrid mixture. o cocktail stick small 
pointed stick. 

cocky adjective (-ier, -lest) colloquial conceited, 
arrogant. o cockiness noun. 

coco j'kəvkəv/ noun (plural -s) coconut palm. 

cocoa /'keukau/ noun 1 powder of crushed cacao 
seeds. 2 drink made from this. 

coconut /‘keukanat/ noun large brown seed of 
coco, with edible white lining enclosing milky 
juice. o coconut matting matting made from 
fibre of coconut husks. coconut shy fairground 
sideshow where balls are thrown to dislodge 
coconuts. 

cocoon /kə'ku:n/ noun 1 silky case spun by 


cocotte | coherent 


larva to protect it as pupa. 2 protective covering. 
@ verb wrap (as) in cocoon. 

cocotte /kə'kvt/ noun small fireproof dish for 
cooking and serving food. 

COD abbreviation cash (US collect) on delivery. 

cod' noun (also codfish) (plural same) large sea 
fish. o cod liver oil medicinal oil rich in vita- 
mins. 

cod? noun & verb (-dd-) slang 1 hoax. 2 parody. 


coda /'kəudə/ noun final passage of piece of 
music. 

coddle /'kod(ə)l/ verb (ling) 1 treat as an 
invalid, pamper. 2 cook in water just below 
boiling point. o coddler noun. 


code noun.1 system of signals or of symbols etc. 
used for secrecy, brevity, or computer pro- 
cessing of information. 2 systematic set of laws 
etc. 3standard ofmoral behaviour. © verb (-ding) 
put into code. 

m noun 1 cipher, secret language, signals, sign 

system. 2 laws, regulations, rules, system. 3 

etiquette, form, manners, principles, protocol, 

tules, standard, system. 


codeine /‘koudi:n/ noun alkaloid derived from 
morphine, used as pain-killer. 

codex /‘koudeks/ noun (plural codices 
/‘kaudisi:z/) manuscript volume esp. of ancient 
texts. 


codger /'kod3ə/ noun (usually in old codger) 
colloquial (strange) person. 

codicil /‘kaudisil/ noun addition to will. 

codify /‘kaudifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) arrange (laws 
etc.) into code. o codification noun. 

codling’ /'kodlm/ noun (also codlin) 4 variety 
of apple. 2 moth whose larva feeds on apples. 

codling? noun (plural same) small cod. 

co-education /kavedju'kerJ(a)n/ noun educa- 
tion of both sexes together. o co-educational 
adjective. 

coefficient /kaur'fi{(e)nt/ noun 1 Mathematics 
quantity or expression placed before and multi- 
plying another. 2 Physics multiplier or factor by 
which a property is measured. 

coeliac disease /'si:lizk/ noun intestinal 
disease whose symptoms include adverse reac- 
tion to gluten. 

coequal /kau'i:kw(s)l/ adjective & noun equal. 

coerce /kau's:s/ verb (-cing) persuade or 
restrain by force. o coercion /-'3:{(a)n/ noun. 
coercive adjective. 

m bludgeon, browbeat, bully, compel, constrain, 

dragoon, force, frighten, intimidate, press-gang, 

pressurize, terrorize. 0 coercion browbeating, 

brute force, bullying, compulsion, constraint, 

duress, force, intimidation, pressure, strong-arm 

tactics, threats. 


coeval /kəv'i:v(ə)l/ formal adjective of the same 
AER; contemporary. @noun coeval person or 
ng. 


coexist /kəvig'zıst/ verb (often + with) exist 
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together, esp. in mutual tolerance. o coexist- 
ence noun. coexistent adjective. 


coextensive /keurk'stenstv/ adjective ex- 
tending over same space or time. 


C. of E. abbreviation Church of England. 


coffee /‘kofi/ noun 1 drink made from roasted 
and ground seeds of tropical shrub. 2 cup of this. 
3 the shrub. 4 the seeds. 5 pale brown. o coffee 
bar café selling coffee and light refreshments 
from bar. coffee bean seed of coffee. coffee mill 
small machine for grinding coffee beans. coffee 
morning morning gathering, esp. for charity, at 
which coffee is served. coffee shop small res- 
taurant, esp. in hotel or store. coffee table small 
low table. coffee-table book large illustrated 
book. 

coffer /'kofə/ noun 1 large box for valuables. 2 
(in plural) funds, treasury. 3 sunken panel in 
ceiling etc. 

coffin /‘kofm/ noun box in which corpse is 
buried or cremated. 


cog noun each of series of projections on wheel 
etc. transferring motion by engaging with 
another series. 0 cogged adjective. 

cogent /‘kaud3(a)nt/ adjective (of argument etc.) 
convincing, compelling. ocogency noun. 
cogently adverb. 

m compelling, conclusive, convincing, effective, 

forceful, forcible, indisputable, irresistible, 

logical, persuasive, potent, powerful, rational, 

sound, strong, unanswerable, weighty, well 

argued. 


cogitate /‘knd3iteit/ verb (-ting) ponder, medi- 
tate. u cogitation noun. | 

cognac /‘konjek/ noun French brandy. 

cognate /'kognert/ adjective descended from 
same ancestor or root. © noun cognate person or 
word. 

cognition /kog'n1J(e)n/ noun knowing, perceiv- 
ing, or conceiving, as distinct from emotion and 
volition. o cognitive /'kng-/ adjective. 

cognizance /‘kogniz(e)ns/ noun formal know- 
ledge or awareness. 

cognizant /‘kogniz(s)nt/ adjective formal (+ of ) 
having knowledge or being aware of. 

cognomen /kpg'neumen/ noun 1 nickname. 2 
Roman History surname. 

cohabit /kau‘hebit/ verb (-t-) live together as 
husband and wife. o cohabitation noun. 

cohere /kau‘hio/ verb (ring) 1 stick together. 2 
(of reasoning) be logical or consistent. 

m 1 bind, cake, cling together, coalesce, combine, 


fuse, hold together, join, stick together, unite. 2 
hang together, hold. 


coherent adjective 1 intelligible. 2 consistent, 
easily understood. ao coherence noun. coher- 
ently adverb. 

m articulate, connected, consistent, intelligible, 

logical, lucid, orderly, organized, rational, 

reasonable, reasoned, sound, structured, 

systematic, well ordered, well structured. 
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cohesion /kəv'hi:3(ə)n/ noun 1 sticking to- 
gether. 2 tendency to cohere. o cohesive /-srv/ 
adjective. 

cohort /‘keuho:t/ noun 1 one-tenth of Roman 
legion. 2 people banded together. 


coif /korf/ noun historical close-fitting cap. 


coiffeur /kwa:'f3:/ noun (feminine coiffeuse 
/-'f3:z/) hairdresser. 


coiffure /kwa:'fjua/ noun hairstyle. 


coil verb 1 arrange or be arranged in concentric 
rings. 2 move sinuously. @noun 1 coiled 
arrangement (of rope, electrical conductor, etc.). 
2 single turn of something coiled. 3 flexible con- 
traceptive device in womb. 

n verb 1 bend, curl, entwine, loop, roll, spiral, turn, 

twine, twirl, twist, wind. 2 curl, snake, twist, wind, 

writhe. © noun 1, 2 circle, convolution, corkscrew, 

curl, helix, kink, loop, ring, roll, screw, spiral, twirl, 

twist, vortex, whirl, whorl. 


coin noun 1 stamped disc of metal as official 
money. 2 metal money. © verb 1 make (coins) by 
stamping. 2 invent (word, phrase). o coin box 
telephone operated by coins. 
m noun 1 bit, piece. 2 cash, change, coppers, loose 
change, silver, small change. © verb 1 forge, 
make, mint, mould, stamp. 2 conceive, concoct, 
create, devise, dream up, fabricate, hatch, 
introduce, invent, make up, originate, produce, 
colloquial think up. 


coinage noun 1 coining. 2 system of coins in 
use. 3 invention of word. 4 invented word. 


coincide /kaum'said/ verb (-ding) 1 occur at 
same time. 2 (often + with) agree or be identical. 
@ 1 clash, coexist, come together, concur, fall 
together, happen together, synchronize. 2 accord, 
agree, be congruent, be identical, be in unison, be 
the same, concur, correspond, harmonize, match, 
square, tally. 


coincidence /keu'msid(a)ns/ noun 1 coincid- 
ing; agreement. 2 remarkable concurrence of 
events etc., apparently by chance. o coincident 
adjective. 

u 1 accord, agreement, coexistence, 

concurrence, conformity, congruence, congruity, 

correspondence, harmony, similarity. 2 accident, 

chance, fluke, luck. 


coincidental /kəumsr'dent(ə)l/ adjective in the 
nature of or resulting from coincidence. o coin- 
cidentally adverb. 


Coir /'korə/ noun coconut fibre used for ropes, 
matting, etc. 


Coition /keu'1{(e)n/ noun coitus. 


Coitus /‘kavitas/ noun sexual intercourse. 
Ucoital adjective. 


coke’ noun solid left after gases have been 
isto from coal. @ verb (-king) convert (coal) 
0 coke. 


Coke? noun slang cocaine. 
Col. abbreviation Colonel. 


cohesion | collaborate 


Col noun depression i it- i 
aa p! in summit-line of mountain 

cola ['kəvlə/ noun 1 W. African tree with seeds 
containing caffeine. 2 carbonated drink fla- 
voured with these. 

colander [Kalenda/ noun perforated vessel 
used as strainer in cookery. 


cold /kauld/ adjective 1 of or at low temperature. 
2 not heated; having lost heat. 3 feeling cold. 4 
(of colour) suggesting cold. 5 colloquial uncon- 
scious. 6 lacking ardour or friendliness; apa- 
thetic. 7 dispiriting. 8 (of hunting-scent) grown 
faint. @ noun 1 prevalence of low temperature; 
cold weather. 2 infection of nose or throat. 
© adverb unrehearsed. o cold-blooded 1 having 
body temperature varying with that of environ- 
ment. 2 callous. cold-bloodedness moun. cold 
call marketing call on person not previously 
interested in product. cold cream cleansing 
ointment. cold feet fear, reluctance. cold fusion 
nuclear fusion at room temperature. 
cold-hearted unfriendly, lacking warmth. cold 
shoulder unfriendly treatment. cold-shoulder 
be unfriendly to. cold sweat state of sweating 
induced by fear or illness. cold turkey slang 
abrupt withdrawal from addictive drugs. cold 
war hostility between nations without actual 
fighting. in cold blood without emotion. throw 
cold water on discourage. o coldly adverb. 
coldness noun. 
m adjective arctic, biting, bitter, bleak, literary 
chill, chilly, cool, crisp, cutting, draughty, freezing, 
fresh, frosty, glacial, ice-cold, icy, inclement, keen, 
colloquial nippy, numbing, colloquial or dialect 
parky, penetrating, colloquial perishing, piercing, 
polar, raw, shivery, snowy, wintry. 2 chilled, 
unheated. 3 chilled, freezing, frozen, numbed, 
shivering, shivery. 6 aloof, apathetic, callous, 
cold-blooded, cold-hearted, cool, cruel, 
dispassionate, distant, frigid, hard, hard-hearted, 
heartless, impassive, impersonal, indifferent, 
inhospitable, inhuman, insensitive, passionless, 
phlegmatic, reserved, stand-offish, stony, 
thick-skinned, uncaring, unconcerned, 
undemonstrative, unemotional, unenthusiastic, 
unfeeling, unfriendly, unkind, unresponsive, 
unsympathetic. @ noun 1 chill, coldness, 
coolness, freshness, Iciness, wintriness. 2 
catarrh, colloquial flu, influenza, the sniffles. 
o cold-blooded barbaric, brutal, callous, cruel, 
hard-hearted, inhuman, inhumane, merciless, 
pitiless, ruthless, savage. 


coleslaw /‘keulslo:/ noun salad of sliced raw 
cabbage etc. 
coley /‘keuli/ noun (plural -s) any of several 
edible fish, esp. rock-salmon. 
colic /‘kolik/ noun spasmodic abdominal pain. 
o colicky adjective. 
colitis /kelattis/ noun inflammation of colon. 
collaborate /ko'lebarett/ verb (-ting) (often + 
with) work jointly. o collaboration noun. col- 
laborative /-rətıv/ adjective. collaborator noun. 
m band together, cooperate, join forces, pull 
together, team up, work together, (collaborate with 
enemy) collude, connive, conspire. 


collage | collocate , 


| o collaboration association, concerted effort, 
cooperation, partnership, teamwork; i 
(collaboration with enemy) collusion, connivance, 
conspiracy, treachery. collaborator accomplice, 
ally, assistant, associate, colleague, confederate, 
fellow worker, helper, helpmate, partner, partner 
in crime, team-mate; (collaborator with enemy) 
Judas, quisling, colloquial traitor. 


collage /‘kola:3/ noun picture made by gluing 
pieces of paper etc. on to backing. 


collapse /ke'lzps/ oun 1 falling down of struc- 
ture. 2 sudden failure of plan etc. 3 physical or 
mental breakdown. © verb (-sing) 1 (cause to) fall 
down or in, fold up, or give way. 2 undergo phys- 
ical or mental breakdown. 3 colloquialrelax com- 
pletely after effort. 4 (cause to) fail or lose value. 
o collapsible adjective. 
u noun 1 breakdown, breakup, cave-in, 
destruction, disintegration, fall, ruin, subsidence. 
2 downfall, end, failure, ruin, ruination. © verb 1 
break down, break up, buckle, cave in, crumble, 
crumple, deflate, disintegrate, double up, fall apart, 
fall down, fall in, fold up, give way, slang go west, 
sink, subside, tumble down. 2 become ill, black 
out, break down, colloquial crack up, faint, fall 
apart, founder, go to pieces, go under, keel over, 
pass out, literary swoon. 4 crash, deteriorate, . 
diminish, drop, fail, slump, worsen. o collapsible 
adjustable, folding, retractable, telescopic. 


collar /'kolə/ noun 1 neckband, upright or 
turned over, of coat, shirt, dress, etc. 2 leather 
band round animal's neck. 3 band, ring, or pipe 
in machinery. @verb 1 seize by the collar or 
neck. 2 colloquial capture. 3 colloquial accost. 
4 slang appropriate. o collar-bone bone joining 
breastbone and shoulder blade. 


collate /kə'lert/ verb (-ting) collect and put in 
order. o collator noun. 


collateral /kə'lætər(ə)l/ noun security pledged 
as guarantee for repayment of loan. © adjective 
1 side by side. 2 additional but subordinate. 3 
descended from same ancestor but by different 
line. a collaterally adverb. 


collation noun 1 collating. 2 light meal. 


colleague /'koli:g/ noun fellow worker, esp. in 
profession or business. 


m associate, business partner, collaborator, 
co-worker, fellow worker. 


collect! /kə'lekt/ verb 1 bring or come together; 
assemble, accumulate. 2 seek and acquire 
(books, stamps, etc.). 3 obtain (contributions, 
taxes, etc.) from people. 4 call for; fetch. 5 concen- 
trate (one’s thoughts etc.). 6 (as collected 
adjective) not perturbed or distracted. e adjective 
& adverb US (of telephone call, parcel, etc.) to be 
paid for by recipient. 
m verb 1 accumulate, agglomerate, aggregate, 
amass, assemble, bring together, cluster, come 
together, concentrate, congregate, convene, 
converge, crowd, forgather, garner, gather, group, 
harvest, heap, hoard, lay up, muster, pile up, put by, 
rally, reserve, save, scrape together, stack up, 
stockpile, store. 3 be given, obtain, raise, secure, 
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take. 4 acquire, bring, fetch, get, load up, obtain, 
pick up. 6 (collected) see CALM adjective 2. 


collect? /‘kolekt/ noun short prayer of Anglican 


or RC Church. 


collectable (also collectible) /kə'lektrb(ə)1/ 


adjective worth collecting. 


collection /ke'lekJ(e)n/ noun 1 collecting, 


being collected. 2 (group of) things collected. 3 
collecting of money; money collected, esp. at 
church service etc. 

m 2 accumulation, array, assemblage, assortment, 
cluster, conglomeration, group, heap, hoard, 
mass, pile, set, stack, store. 3 flag day, offertory, 
voluntary contributions, colloquial whip-round. 


collective /ke'lektrv/ adjective 1 of or relating 


to group or society as a whole. 2 joint; shared. 
@ noun 1 cooperative enterprise. 2 its members. 
a collective bargaining negotiation of wages 
etc. by organized group of employees. collective 
noun singular noun denoting group of indi- 
viduals. o collectively adverb. collectivize verb 
(also -ise) (-zing or -sing). 

u adjective combined, common, composite, 
cooperative, corporate, democratic, group, joint, 
shared, unified, united. 


collectivism noun theory or practice of col- 


lective ownership of land and means of produc- 
tion. o collectivist noun & adjective. 


collector noun 1 person collecting things of 


interest. 2 person collecting taxes, rents, etc. 


colleen /‘koli:n/ noun Irish girl. 
college /‘kolid3/ noun 1 establishment for 


further, higher, or professional education. 2 
teachers and students in a college. 3 school. 4 
organized group of people with shared functions 
and privileges. 


u 1 academy, esp. US conservatory, institute, 
polytechnic, US school, university. 


collegiate /kə'li:d3rət/ adjective 1 of or consti- 
tuted as college; corporate. 2 (of university) con- 
sisting of different colleges. 


collide /kə'lard/ verb (-ding) (often + with) come 
into collision or conflict. 
u (collide with) bump into, cannon into, crash into, 
hit, pocki run into, slam into, smash into, strike, 
touch. 


collie /'kolt/ noun sheepdog originally of Scot- 
tish breed. 

collier /‘kolra/ noun 1 coal miner. 2 coal ship. 3 
member of its crew. 

colliery /‘koliert/ noun (plural -ies) coal mine 
and its buildings. 

Collision /kə'lız(ə)n/ noun 1 violent impact of 


moving body against another or fixed object. 2 
clashing of interests etc. 


a1 accident, bump, clash, crash, head-on 
Collision, impact, knock, colloquial pile-up, smash. 


collocate /‘kolekert/ verb (-ting) place (word 
etc.) next to another. o collocation noun. 
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colloid /'kolord/ noun 1 substance consisting of 
minute particles. 2 mixture, esp. viscous solu- 
tion, of this and another substance. o colloidal 
adjective. : 

colloquial /ke'leukwrel/ adjective of ordinary 
or familiar conversation; informal. o colloqui- 
ally adverb. 


n chatty, conversational, everyday, informal, 
slangy, vernacular. 


colloquialism /ka'leukwreliz(s)m/ noun collo- 
quial word or phrase. 


colloquy /‘kolokw1/ noun (plural -quies) liter- 
ary talk, dialogue. 

collude /ke'lu:d/ verb (-ding) conspire. o collu- 
sion /-3(2)n/ noun. collusive /-stv/ adjective. 

collywobbles /‘koliwob(e)lz/ plural noun col- 
loquial 1 ache or rumbling in stomach. 2 appre- 
hensive feeling. 

cologne /ke'leun/ noun eau-de-Cologne or 
similar toilet water. 

colon’ /'kəvlən/ noun punctuation mark (:) used 
between main clauses or before list or quotation 
(see panel). 

colon? /‘kaulen/ noun lower and greater part of 
large intestine. 

colonel /'ks:n(ə)l/ moun army officer com- 
manding regiment, next in rank below brigadier. 
ocolonelcy noun (plural -ies). 

colonial /kə'ləvnıəl/ adjective 1 of a colony or 
colonies. 2 of colonialism. © noun inhabitant of 
colony. 

colonialism noun policy of having colonies. 


colonist /‘kolenist/ noun settler in or inhabit- 
ant of colony. 


a colonizer, pioneer, settler. 


colonize /'kolənarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 establish colony in. 2 join colony. o col- 
onization noun. colonizer noun. 


m 1 occupy, people, populate, settle in. 


colonnade /kole'neid/ noun row of columns, 
esp. supporting roof. o colonnaded adjective. 

Colony /‘kolent/ noun (plural -ies) 1 settlement 
or settlers in new territory remaining subject 
to mother country. 2 people of one nationality, 
occupation, etc. forming community in town etc. 


colloid | colourant 


3 group of animals that live close together. 
m 1 dependency, dominion, possession, 
Protectorate, province, settlement, territory. 


colophon I'kolaf(e)n/ noun tailpiece in book. 
Color etc. US =coxour etc. 


Colorado beetle /kole'ra:deu/ noun small 
beetle destructive to potato. i . 


coloration [kale'rerf(2)n/ noun (also colour- 
ation) colouring; arrangement of colours. 


coloratura [kplera'tuara/ noun 1 elaborate pas- 
sages in vocal music. 2 singer of these, esp. 
soprano. 


colossal [kə'los(ə)l/ adjective 1 huge. 2 collo- 
quial splendid. o colossally adverb. 

u 1 big, elephantine, enormous, gargantuan, 

giant, gigantic, Herculean, huge, immense, 

colloquial jumbo, mammoth, massive, mighty, 

monstrous, monumental, prodigious, titanic, 

towering, vast. 


colossus /ka'lnses/ noun (plural -ssi /-sat/ or 
-ssuses) 1 statue much bigger than life size. 2 
gigantic or remarkable person etc. 


colour /'kalə/ (US color) noun 1 one, or any 
mixture, of the constituents into which light is 
separated in rainbow etc. 2 use ofall colours as in 
photography. 3 colouring substance, esp. paint. 4 
skin pigmentation, esp. when dark. 5 ruddiness 
of face. 6 appearance or aspect. 7 (in plural) flag 
of regiment or ship etc. 8 coloured ribbon, 
rosette, etc. worn as symbol of school, club, polit- 
ical party, etc. everb 1 give colour to; paint, 
stain, dye. 2 blush. 3 influence. o colour-blind 
unable to distinguish certain colours. 
colour-blindness moun. colour scheme 
arrangement of colours. colour supplement 
magazine with colour printing, sold with news- 
paper. 
u noun 1 hue, shade, tincture, tinge, tint, tone. 3 
colourant, dye, paint, pigment, stain, tint. 4 
coloration, colouring, pigment, pigmentation. 5 
bloom, blush, flush, glow, rosiness, ruddiness. 7 
(colours) see FLAG' noun. @ verb 1 crayon; dye, 
paint, pigment, shade, stain, tinge, tint. 2 blush, 
burn, flush, redden. 3 affect, bias, distort, impinge 
on, influence, pervert, prejudice, slant, sway. 


colourant /‘kalor(a)nt/ noun colouring sub- 
stance. 


Colon: 
This is used: 


1 between two main clauses of which the second explains, enlarges on, or follows from the first, 


e.g. 


It was not easy: to begin with I had to find the right house. : 
2 to introduce a list of items (a dash should not be added), and after expressions such as namely, 
Jor example, to resume, to sum up, and the following, e.g. 
You will need: a tent, a sleeping bag, cooking equipment, and a rucksack. 


3 beforea quotation, e.g. 


The poem begins: ‘Earth has not anything to show more fair’. 


coloured | come 


coloured (US colored) adjective 1 having 
colour. 2 wholly or partly of non-white descent. 
3 South African of mixed white and non-white 
descent. @ noun coloured person. 

colourful adjective (US colorful) 1 full of colour. 
2 full of interest; lively. a colourfully adverb. 
colourfulness noun. 

@ 1 bright, brilliant, chromatic, flashy, gaudy, 

iridescent, multicoloured, psychedelic, showy, 

vibrant, vivid. 2 dashing, dynamic, eccentric, 

energetic, exciting, flamboyant, florid, graphic, 

interesting, lively, picturesque, rich, stimulating, 

striking, telling, unusual, vigorous, vivid. 


colouring noun (US coloring) 1 appearance as 
regards colour, esp. facial complexion. 2 applica- 
tion of colour. 3 substance giving colour. 


| @ 1 see COLOUR noun 4. 3 colourant, dye, pigment, 
pigmentation, stain, tincture. 


colourless adjective (US colorless) 1 without 
colour. 2 lacking interest. 
j m 1 albino, ashen, blanched, faded, grey, 
monochrome, neutral, pale, pallid, sickly, wan, 
washed out, waxen, white. 2 bland, boring, 
characterless, dingy, dismal, dowdy, drab, dreary, 
dull, insipid, lacklustre, lifeless, ordinary, tame, 
uninspiring, uninteresting, vacuous, vapid. 


colt /kəvlt/ noun 1 young male horse. 2 Sport 
inexperienced player. o coltish adjective. 


Colter US = COULTER. 


coltsfoot noun (plural -s) yellow wild flower 
with large leaves. 


columbine /'koləmbam/ noun garden plant 
with purple-blue flowers. 


column /'koləm/ noun 1 pillar, usually round 
and with base and capital. 2 column-shaped 
thing. 3 series of numbers, one under the other. 
4verticaldivisionof printed page. 5 part ofnews- 
paper regularly devoted to particular subject or 
written by one writer. 6 long, narrow arrange- 
ment of advancing troops, vehicles, etc. 

m 1 pilaster, pile, pillar, pole, post, prop, shaft, 

support, upright. 5 article, feature, leader, leading 

article, piece. 6 cavalcade, file, line, procession, 

queue, rank, row, string, train. 


columnist /kolemnist/ noun journalist con- 
tributing regularly to newspaper etc. 

coma ['kəumə/ noun (plural -s) prolonged deep 
unconsciousness. 


comatose /‘kaumataus/ adjective 1 in coma. 2 
sleepy. 


comb /kaum/ noun 1 toothed strip of rigid ma- 
terial for arranging hair. 2 thing like comb, esp. 
for dressing wool etc. 3 red fleshy crest of fowl, 
esp. cock etc. 4 honeycomb. e verb 1 draw comb 
through (hair). 2 dress (wool etc.) with comb. 3 
colloquial search (place) thoroughly. 
m verb 1 arrange, groom, neaten, smarten up, 
spruce up, tidy, untangle. 3 hunt through, ransack, 
rummage through, scour, search. 


combat /'kombæt/ noun fight, struggle. @ verb 
(-t-) 1 do battle (with). 2 strive against, oppose. 
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uw noun action, battle, bout, clash, conflict, 
contest, duel, encounter, engagement, fight, 
skirmish, struggle, war, warfare. © verb battle 
against, contest, counter, defy, face up to, fight, 
grapple with, oppose, resist, stand up to, strive 
against, struggle against, tackle, withstand. 


combatant /‘kombot(s)nt/ noun fighter. 


© adjective fighting. 


combative /‘kombattv/ adjective pugnacious. 
combe = coos. 
combination /kombr'nerf(ə)n/ noun 1 combin- 


ing, being combined. 2 combined state. 3 com- 
bined set of things or people. 4 motorcycle with 
sidecar. 5 sequence of numbers etc. used to open 
combination lock. 

i 1, 2 aggregate, alloy, amalgam, amalgamation, 
blend, compound, concoction, conjunction, 
fusion, marriage, merger, mix, mixture, synthesis, 
unification, union. 3 alliance, amalgamation, 
association, coalition, confederacy, 
confederation, consortium, federation, grouping, 
merger, partnership, set, syndicate, union. 


combine verb /kəm'bam/ (-ning) 1 join 


together; unite. 2 form into chemical compound. 
@noun /'kombam/ combination of esp. busi- 
nesses. O0 combine harvester /‘kombam/ com- 
bined reaping and threshing machine. 

m verb 1 add together, ally, amalgamate, 
associate, band together, bind, blend, bring 
together, club together, coalesce, compound, 
connect, cooperate, form an alliance, fuse, 
colloquial gang together, colloquial gang up, 
incorporate, integrate, intertwine, interweave, join, 
join forces, link, lump together, marry, merge, 
mingle, mix, pool, put together, synthesize, team 
up, unify, unite. 2 bind, blend, coalesce, 
compound, synthesize, unite. 


combustible /kəm'bastıb(ə)l/ adjective 
capable of or used for burning. © noun combust- 
ible substance. o combustibility noun. 


l a adjective flammable, inflammable. 


combustion /kem'bast{(a)n/ noun 1 burning. 
2 development of light and heat from combin- 
ation of substance with oxygen. 

come /kam/ verb (-ming; past came; past parti- 
ciple come) 1 move or be brought towards or 
reach a place, time, situation, or result. 2 be 
available. 3 occur. 4 become. 5 traverse. 6 collo- 
quial behave like. u come about happen. come 
across 1 meet or find by chance. 2 give specified 
impression. 3 colloquial be effective or under- 
stood. come again colloquial what did you say? 
come along 1 make progress. 2 hurry up. come 
apart disintegrate. come at attack. comeback 1 
return to success. 2 slang retort or retaliation. 
come back (to) recur to memory (of). come by 
obtain. come clean colloquial confess. come- 
down 1 loss of status; decline. 2 disappointment. 
come down 1 lose position. 2 be handed down. 3 
be reduced. 4 (+ with) begin to suffer from 
(disease). come forward offer oneself for task etc. 
come in 1 become fashionable or seasonable. 2 
prove to be. come in for receive.: come into 


137 


inherit. come off 1 succeed; occur. 2 fare. come 
off it colloquial: expression of disbelief. come on 
make progress. come out 1 emerge, become 
known. 2 be published. 3 go on strike. 4 (ofphoto- 
graph or its subject) be (re)produced clearly. 5 
(of stain) be removed. come out with declare, 
disclose. come over 1 come some distance to 
visit. 2 (of feeling) affect. 3 appear or sound in 
specified way. come round 1 pay informal visit. 
2 recover consciousness. 3 be converted to 
another’s opinion. come through survive. come 
to 1 recover consciousness. 2 amount to. come 
to pass happen. come up 1 arise; be mentioned 
or discussed. 2 attain position. come up against 
be faced with. come upon meet or find by chance. 
come up with produce (idea etc.). 

m 1 advance, appear, approach, arrive, draw near, 
enter, move (towards), near, reach, colloquial 
show up, visit. 3 happen, colloquial materialize, 
occur. O0 come about see HAPPEN 1. come across 
1 see FIND verb 1. come apart see DISINTEGRATE 
1. come clean see CONFESS 2. come out with see 
Say verb 1,2. come round 2 see RECOVER 2. come 
up 1 see ARISE 3. come upon see FIND verb 1. 


comedian /ke'mi:dien/ noun 1 humorous per- 
former. 2 actor in comedy. 3 slang buffoon. 

a 1, 3 buffoon, clown, comic, historical fool, 

humorist, historical jester, joker, wag. 


comedienne /kəmi:dren/ noun female 
comedian. 


comedy /'komadt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 play or 
film of amusing character; humorous kind of 
drama etc. 2 humour. 3 amusing aspects. 
o comedic /ka'mi:dik/ adjective. 
E 2 buffoonery, clowning, facetiousness, farce, 
hilarity, humour, jesting, joking, satire, slapstick, 
wit. 


comely /‘kamli/ adjective (-ier, -iest) literary 
handsome, good-looking. o comeliness noun. 


comestibles /kə'mestıb(ə)lz/ plural noun 
formal things to eat. 


comet /‘komit/ moun hazy object with ‘tail’ 
moving in path round sun. 


comeuppance /kam'apans/ noun colloquial 
deserved punishment. 


comfort /‘kamfat/ noun 1 physical or mental 
well-being. 2 consolation. 3 person or thing 
bringing consolation. 4 (usually in plural) 
things that make life comfortable. @verb 
console. o comfortless adjective. 
a noun 1 affluence, contentment, cosiness, ease, 
luxury, opulence, plenty, relaxation, well-being. 2 
aid, cheer, consolation, encouragement, help, 
moral support, reassurance, relief, solace, archaic 
or formal succour, sympathy. © verb assuage, 
calm, cheer up, console, encourage, gladden, 
hearten, help, reassure, relieve, solace, soothe, 
archaic or formal succour, sympathize with. 


comfortable /‘kamf(e)teb(s)l/ adjective 1 
giving ease. 2 at ease. 3 having adequate stand- 
ard of living. 4 appreciable. o comfortableness 
noun. comfortably adverb. 


comedian | commander 


u 1 agreeable, colloquial comfy, convenient, cosy, 
easy, homely, informal, pleasant, reassuring, 
relaxing, restful, snug, soft, warm, well fitting. 2 at 
ease, colloquial comfy, contented, cosy, easy, 
happy, relaxed, serene, tranquil, untroubled. 3 
affluent, luxurious, prosperous, well off. 


comforter /‘kamfata/ noun 1 person who com- 
forts. 2 baby’s dummy. 3 archaic woollen scarf. 


comfrey /‘kamfr1/ noun tall bell-flowered plant. 


comfy /‘kamfi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 
comfortable. 


comic /‘komik/ adjective 4 of or like comedy. 2 
funny. © noun 1 comedian. 2 periodical in form 
of comic strips. o comic strip sequence of draw- 
ings telling comic story. acomical adjective. 
comically adverb. 

m adjective 2 absurd, amusing, comical, diverting, 

droll, facetious, farcical, funny, hilarious, 

humorous, hysterical, jocular, joking, laughable, 
ludicrous, colloquial priceless, rich, ridiculous, 
sarcastic, sardonic, satirical, side-splitting, silly, 
uproarious, waggish, witty. © noun 1 see 

COMEDIAN 1,3. 2 See MAGAZINE 1. 


comma /'komə/ noun punctuation mark (,) 
indicating pause or break between parts of sen- 
tence (see panel). 


command /ka'ma:nd/ verb 1 give formal order 
to. 2 have authority or control over. 3 have at 
one’s disposal. 4 deserve and get. 5 look down 
over; dominate. © noun 1 order, instruction. 2 
holding of authority, esp. in armed forces. 3 
mastery. 4 troops or district under commander. 
Ocommand module control compartment in 
spacecraft. command performance one given at 
royal request. 
a verb 1 adjure, bid, charge, compel, decree, 
demand, direct, enjoin, instruct, ordain, order, 
prescribe, request, require. 2 administer, be in 
charge of, control, direct, govern, have authority 
over, head, lead, manage, reign over, rule, 
supervise. @ noun 1 literary behest, bidding, 
commandment, decree, directive, edict, 
injunction, instruction, mandate, order, 
requirement, ultimatum, writ. 2 authority, charge, 
control, direction, government, jurisdiction, 
management, oversight, power, rule, sovereignty, 
supervision, sway. 3 grasp, knowledge, mastery. 


commandant /‘komendent/ noun com- 
manding officer, esp. of military academy. 
commandeer /koman'die/ verb 1 seize (esp. 
goods) for military use. 2 take possession of 
without permission. 


m appropriate, confiscate, hijack, impound, 
| requisition, seize, sequester, take over. 


commander noun person who commands, 
esp. naval officer next below captain. 
Ucommander-in-chief (plural commanders- 
in-chief) supreme commander, esp. of nation’s 
forces. 


m captain, chief, commandant, commanding 
| officer, general, head, leader, officer in charge. 


commanding | commendable 138 


jective 1 impressive. 2 giving commence /ke'mens/ verb (-cing) formal 
cones ja eee 7 begin. o commencement noun. 


i mmani a begin, embark on, enter on, inaugurate, initiate, 
commandmen Ee T launch, open, set off, set out, set up, start. 
commando /kə'ma:ndəv/ noun (plural -s) 1 


unit of shock troops. 2 member of this. commend /ke'mend/ verb 1 praise. 2 recom- 
commemorate /ke'memereit/ verb (-ting)1 mend. 3 entrust. u commendation 
preserve inmemory by celebrationor ceremony. /kpmen'derf(e)n/ noun. commendatory 
2 be memorial of. o commemoration noun. fkp'mendət(ə)rı/ adjective. 

commemorative /-rətrv/ adjective. m 1 acclaim, applaud, approve of, compliment, 

m 1 celebrate, honour, immortalize, keep alive the congratulate, eulogize, extol, praise. 2 see 

memory of, memorialize, pay homage to, pay one's RECOMMEND 1. 

respects to, pay tribute to, remember, salute, 

solemnize. 2 be a memorial to, be a reminder of, commendable adjective praiseworthy. 
honour. u commendably adverb. 


POCO R TR OO ESE O HOSE OEEEOSEOSHSSTOSTETSEESESSSESEHSSSHSHSESTOHSESTOOSOSSOOSSSESEOSEORCCTE 


Comma, 
The comma marks a slight break between words, phrases, etc. In particular, it is used: 


4 toseparate items in a list, e.g. 
red, white, and blue (or red, white and blue) 
We bought some shoes, socks, gloves, and handkerchiefs. 
2 toseparate adjectives that describe something in the same way, e.g. 
It is a hot, dry, dusty place. 
but not if they describe it in different ways, e.g. 
a distinguished foreign author 5 
or if one adjective adds to or alters the meaning of another, e.g. 
a bright red tie. 
3 toseparate a name or word used to address someone, e.g. 
David, I’m here. 
Well, Mr Jones, we meet again. 
Have you seen this, my friend? 
4 toseparate a phrase from the rest of the sentence, e.g. 
Having had lunch, we went back to work. 
especially in order to clarify the meaning, e.g. 
In the valley below, the village looked very small. 
5 after words that introduce direct speech, or after direct speech where there is no question mark 
or exclamation mark, e.g. 
They answered, ‘Here we are.’ 
‘Here we are,’ they answered. 
6 after Dear Sir, Dear Sarah, etc., and Yours faithfully, Yours Sincerely, etc. in letters. 


7 toseparate a word, phrase, or clause that is secondary or adds information or a comment, e.g. 
Iam sure, however, that it will not happen. 
Fred, who is bald, complained of the cold. 
but not with a relative clause (one usually beginning with who, which, or that) that restricts the 
meaning of the noun it follows, e.g. 
Men who are bald should wear hats. 


(See panel at RELATIVE CLAUSE.) 


No comma is needed between a month anda year in dates, e.g. 
in December 1993 

or between a number and aroad in addresses, e.g. 
17 Devonshire Avenue. 
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m admirable, creditable, deserving, good, 
laudable, meritorious, praiseworthy, worthwhile. 


commensurable /ka'menJerab(e)l/ adjective 
4 (often + with, to) measurable by same standard. 
2 (+ to) proportionate to. o commensurability 
noun. 


commensurate /kə'menfərət/ adjective 4 
(usually + with) extending over same space or 
time. 2 (often + to, with) proportionate. 


comment /‘koment/ noun 1 brief critical or 
explanatory note or remark; opinion. 2 com- 
menting. overb (often + on, that) make 
comment(s). O no comment colloquial I decline 
to answer your question. 

a noun 1 literary animadversion, annotation, 

clarification, commentary, criticism, elucidation, 

explanation, footnote, gloss, interjection, 

interpolation, mention, note, observation, 

opinion, reaction, reference, remark, statement. 

© verb literary animadvert, criticize, elucidate, 

explain, interject, interpolate, interpose, mention, 

note, observe, opine, remark, say, state. 


commentary /'koməntərı/ noun (plural -ies) 
1 broadcast description of event happening. 2 
series of comments on book or performance etc. 
a 1 account, broadcast, description, report. 2 
analysis, criticism, critique, discourse, elucidation, 
explanation, interpretation, notes, review. 


commentate /‘komontert/ verb (-ting) act as 
commentator. 


commentator noun writer or speaker of com- 
mentary. 


@ announcer, broadcaster, journalist, reporter. 


commerce /'koms:s/ noun buying and selling; 
trading. 

a business, buying and selling, dealings, financial 

transactions, marketing, merchandising, trade, 

trading, traffic, trafficking. 


commercial /kə'ms:f(ə)l/ adjective 1 of, in, or 
for commerce. 2 done or run primarily for finan- 
cial profit. 3 (of broadcasting) financed by advert- 
ising. @ noun television or radio advertisement. 
ū commercial broadcasting broadcasting fi- 
nanced by advertising. commercial traveller 
firm’s representative visiting shops etc. to get 
orders. 0 commercially adverb. 

m adjective 1, 2 business, economic, financial, 

mercantile, monetary, moneymaking, pecuniary, 

profitable, trading. @ noun colloquial ad, colloquial 

advert, advertisement, break, colloquial plug. 


Commercialize verb (also-ise) (-zing or-sing) 
1 exploit or spoil for profit. 2 make commercial. 
Ocommercialization noun. 

Commie I'kom1/ noun slang derogatory Com- 
munist. 

commingle /kə'mmg(ə)l/ verb (-ling) literary 
mix, unite. 

commiserate /kə'mızərert/ verb (-ting) 
(usually + with) have or express sympathy. 
ū commiseration noun. 


commensurable | committee 


ube Sympathetic, show sympathy; (commiserate 
with) be sorry for, comfort, condole with, console, 
feel for, feel sorry for, grieve with, mourn with, 

sympathize with. 


commissar /‘komisa:/ noun historical head of 
government department in USSR. 


commissariat /komr'seertet/ noun 1 depart- 
ment responsible for supply of food etc. for army. 
2 food supplied. 


commissary /‘komiseri/ noun (plural -ies) 
deputy, delegate. 


Commission /ka'm1S(@)n/ noun 1 authority to 
perform task. 2 person(s) given such authority. 
3 order for specially produced thing. 4 warrant 
conferring officer rank in armed forces. 5 rank 
so conferred. 6 pay or percentage received by 
agent. 7 committing. © verb 1 empower, give 
authority to. 2 give (artist etc.) order for work. 3 
order (work) to be written etc. 4 give (officer) 
command of ship. 5 prepare (ship) for active 
service. 6 bring (machine etc.) into operation. 
din or out of commission ready or not ready for 
active service. 

E noun 2 see COMMITTEE. 3 booking, order, 

request. 4 appointment, promotion, warrant. 6 

allowance, slang cut, fee, percentage, colloquial 

rake-off, reward. 


commissionaire /kemife'nea/ noun uni- 
formed door attendant. 


commissioner noun 1 person commissioned 
to perform specific task. 2 member of govern- 
ment commission. 3 representative of govern- 
ment in district etc. 


commit /ko'mit/ verb (-tt-) 1 do or make (crime, 
blunder, etc.). 2 (usually + to) entrust, consign. 3 
send (person) to prison. 4 pledge or bind (esp. 
oneself) to policy or course of action. 5 (as com- 
mitted adjective) (often + to) dedicated. 6 (as 
committed adjective) (often + fo) obliged. 
m 1 carry out, do, enact, execute, perform, 
perpetrate. 2 consign, deliver, deposit, entrust, 
give, hand over, transfer. 4 (commit oneself ) see 
PROMISE verb 1. 5 (committed) active, ardent, 
card-carrying, dedicated, devoted, earnest, 
enthusiastic, fervent, firm, keen, passionate, 
resolute, single-minded, staunch, unwavering, 
wholehearted, zealous. 


commitment noun 1 engagement, obligation. 
2 committing oneself; pledge. 3 dedication. 4 
committing, being committed. 

m 1 appointment, arrangement, engagement, 

obligation. 2 assurance, duty, guarantee, liability, 

pledge, promise, undertaking, vow, word. 3 

adherence, dedication, determination, devotion, 

involvement, loyalty, zeal. 


committal noun act of committing esp. to 
prison, grave, etc. 

committee /ke'miti/ noun group of people 
appointed for special function by (and usually 
out of) larger body. 


m board, body, cabinet, often derogatory caucus, 
commission, council, group, panel, quango, 
colloquial think-tank, working party. 


commode /ka'meud/ noun 1 chamber pot in 
chair or box with cover. 2 chest of drawers. 

commodious /ke'meudies/ adjective roomy. 

commodity /ke'mndit/ noun (plural -ies) 
article of trade. 

commodore /‘komedo:/ noun 1 naval officer 


next above captain. 2 commander of squadron or 
other division of fleet. 3 president of yacht club. 


common /‘koman/ adjective (-er, -est) 1 occur- 
ring often. 2 ordinary; of the most familiar kind. 
3 shared by all; belonging to the whole commun- 
ity. 4 derogatory low-class; inferior, vulgar. 5 
Grammar (of gender) referring to individuals of 
either sex. @ moun piece of open public land. 
o common ground point or argument accepted 
by both sides. common law unwritten law based 
on custom and precedent. common-law 
husband, wife partner recognized by common 
law without formal marriage. Common Market 
European Community. common or garden collo- 
quial ordinary. common room room for social 
use of students or teachers at college etc. 
common sense good practical sense. common 
time Music 4 crotchets in a bar. in common 
shared; in joint use. 
m adjective 1 customary, daily, everyday, familiar, 
frequent, habitual, prevalent, regular, routine, 
usual, widespread. 2 average, colloquial common 
or garden, commonplace, conventional, everyday, 
‘| familiar, normal, ordinary, plain, regular, routine, 
run-of-the-mill, standard, stock, traditional, 
typical, undistinguished, unexceptional, 
unsurprising, usual, well known, workaday. 3 
collective, communal, general, joint, colloquial 
disputed mutual, open, popular, public, shared, 
universal. 4 boorish, churlish, coarse, crude, 
disreputable, ill-bred, inferior, loutish, low, lower 
class, lowly, plebeian, proletarian, rude, uncouth, 
unrefined, vulgar, slang yobbish. @ noun heath. 


~- commonalty /‘komanalt1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
general community. 2 common people. 


commoner noun person below rank of peer. 
commonly adverb usually, frequently. 


commonplace /‘komanpleis/ adjective 1 
lacking originality. 2 ordinary, usual. e noun 1 
event, topic, etc. that is ordinary or usual. 2 trite 
remark. 

m adjective 1 banal, boring, forgettable, 

hackneyed, humdrum, mediocre, obvious, 

ordinary, pedestrian, plain, platitudinous, 
predictable, prosaic, routine, standard, trite, 
unexciting, unremarkable. 2 see coMMON adjective 

2. © noun 2 see PLATITUDE. 


commons /'komənz/ plural noun 1 the 
common people. 2 (the Commons) House of 
Commons. 


commonwealth /‘komenwel®/ noun 1 inde- 
pendent state or community. 2 (the 
Commonwealth) association of UK with states 
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previously part of British Empire. 3 republican 
government of Britain 1649-60. 


commotion /ka'mauS(a)n/ noun noisy disturb- 
ance. 
n ado, agitation, bedlam, bother, brawl, colloquial 
bust-up, chaos, clamour, confusion, 
contretemps, din, disorder, disturbance, 
excitement, ferment, flurry, fracas, fray, furore, 
fuss, hubbub, hullabaloo, incident, colloquial 
kerfuffle, noise, colloquial palaver, 
pandemonium, colloquial punch-up, quarrel, 
racket, riot, colloquial row, colloquial rumpus, 
sensation, stir, to-do, tumult, turbulence, turmoil, 
unrest, upheaval, uproar, upset. 


communal /‘komjun(e)l/ adjective 1 shared 
between members of group or community. 2 (of 
conflict etc.) between communities. o commu- 
nally adverb. 


a 1 collective, common, general, joint, colloquial 
disputed mutual, open, public, shared. 


commune! /‘komju:n/ noun 1 group of people 
sharing accommodation and goods. 2 small 
administrative district in France etc. 

commune? /ka'mju:n/ verb (-ning) (usually + 
with) 1 speak intimately. 2 feel in close touch. 


communicable /kə'mju:nıkəb(ə)l/ adjective 
(esp. of disease) able to be passed on. 
communicant /ke'mju:nikent/ moun receiver 
of Holy Communion. 
communicate /ke'mju:nikert/ verb (-ting) 1 
impart, transmit (news, feelings, ideas, etc.). 2 
transmit (disease). 3 (often + with) have social 
dealings. 4 (often + with) (of room) be connected. 
o communicator noun. 
m 1 advise, announce, broadcast, convey, declare, 
disclose, disseminate, divulge, express oneself, 
get across, impart, indicate, inform, intimate, make 
known, mention, network, notify, pass on, 
proclaim, promulgate, publish, put across, put 
over, relay, report, reveal, say, show, speak, 
spread, state, transfer, transmit, write. 2 give, infect 
with, pass on, spread, transfer, transmit. 3 
commune, confer, converse, correspond, get in 
touch, make contact, speak, talk, write. 4 
(communicate with) be connected with, lead to. 


communication noun 1 communicating, 
being communicated. 2 letter, message, etc.; 
information communicated. 3 connection or 
means of access. 4 social dealings. 5 (in plural) 
science and practice of transmitting informa- 
tion. o communication cord cord or chain 
pulled to stop train in emergency. com- 
munication(s) satellite artificial satellite used 
to relay telephone calls, TV, radio, etc. 
m 1 communion, contact, conversation, 
correspondence, dialogue, interaction, 
Intercourse, transmission. 2 announcement, 
bulletin, cable, card, communiqué, directive, 
dispatch, document, fax, letter, colloquial memo, 
memorandum, message, note, notice, 
proclamation, report, telegram, colloquial wire. 5 
(communications) broadcasting, mass media, the 
media, the.press, telecommunications. 
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communicative /kə'mju:nıkətıv/ adjective 
ready to talk and impart information. 
particulate, chatty, frank, informative, 
loquacious, open, outgoing, responsive, 
sociable, talkative. 


communion /ke'mju:njen/ noun 1 sharing, esp. 
of thoughts, interests, etc.; fellowship. 2 group of 
Christians of same denomination. 3 (Holy 
Communion) Eucharist. 


communiqué /kə'mju:nıker/ noun official com- 
munication, esp. news report. 


communism /‘komjuniz(s)m/ noun 1 social 
system based on public ownership of most prop- 
erty. 2 political theory advocating this. 3 
(usually Communism) form of socialist society 
in Cuba, China, etc. o communist, Communist 
noun & adjective. communistic /-'nistik/ adjec- 
tive. 

community /kə'mju:nıtı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
group of people living in one place or having 
same religion, ethnic origin, profession, etc. 2 
commune. 3 joint ownership. o community 
centre place providing social facilities for neigh- 
bourhood. community charge historical tax 
levied locally on every adult. community home 
institution housing young offenders. commu- 
nity singing singing by large group. com- 
munity spirit feeling of belonging to community. 


a 1 colony, commonwealth, country, group, 
nation, society, state. 2 commune, kibbutz. 


commute /ka'mju:t/ verb (-ting) 1 travel some 
distance to and from work. 2 (usually + to) 
change (punishment) to one less severe. 


E 1 see TRAVEL verb 1. 2 adjust, alter, curtail, 
decrease, lessen, lighten, mitigate, reduce, 
shorten. 


commuter noun person who commutes to and 
from work. 


compact! adjective /kəm'pækt/ 1 closely 
packed together. 2 economically designed. 3 
concise. 4 (of person) small but well propor- 
tioned. overb /kəm'pækt/ make compact. 
©noun |'kompækt/ small flat case for face 
powder etc. a compact disc disc from which 
digital information or sound is reproduced by 
reflection of laser light. a compactly adverb. 
compactness noun. 
m adjective 1 close-packed, compacted, 
compressed, dense, firm, heavy, packed, solid, 
tight-packed. 2 handy, neat, portable, small. 3 
abbreviated, abridged, brief, compendious, 
compressed, concentrated, concise, condensed, 
short, small, succinct, terse. 


= pect [‘kompzekt/ noun agreement, con- 
act. 


| H see AGREEMENT 2. 


Companion /kam'pznjan/ noun 1 person who 
accompanies or associates with another. 2 
Person paid to live with another. 3 handbook, 
reference book. 4 thing that matches another. 5 
(Companion) member of some orders of knight- 


communicative | comparison 


hood. a companionway staircase from ship's 
deck to cabins etc. 

m 1 accomplice, assistant, associate, chaperon, 
Colleague, comrade, confederate, confidant(e), 
consort, often derogatory crony, escort, fellow, 
follower, friend, helper, usually derogatory 
henchman, mate, partner, stalwart. 


companionable adjective sociable, friendly. 
u companionably adverb. 

companionship noun friendship; being 
together. 

Company /‘kamponi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
number of people assembled; crowd. 2 guest(s). 3 
companionship. 4 commercial business. 5 actors 
etc. working together. 6 subdivision of infantry 
battalion. cin company with together with. 
keep company (often + with) associate habitu- 
ally. part company (often + with) separate. 
ship’s company entire crew. 

u 1 assemblage, band, body, circle, crowd, 

entourage, gang, gathering, throng, troop, troupe 

(of actors). 2 callers, guests, visitors. 3 

companionship, fellowship, friendship, society. 4 

business, cartel, concern, conglomerate, 

consortium, corporation, establishment, firm, 
house, organization, partnership, syndicate. 


comparable /'kompərəb(ə)l/ adjective (often + 
with, to) able to be compared. o comparability ` 
noun. comparably adverb. 


USAGE Comparable is often pronounced 
[kəm'pærəb(ə)l/ (with the stress on the -par-), but 
this is considered incorrect by some people. 
m analogous, cognate, commensurate, 
compatible, corresponding, equal, equivalent, 
matching, parallel, proportionate, related, similar, 
twin. 


comparative /kem'pzrativ/ adjective 1 per- 
ceptible or estimated by comparison. 2 relative. 
3 of or involving comparison. 4 Grammar (of 
adjective or adverb) expressing higher degree of 
a quality (see panel). @ noun Grammar com- 
parative expression or word. O comparatively 
adverb. 

compare /kəm'peə/ verb (-ring) 1 (usually + to) 
express similarities in. 2 (often + to, with) esti- 
mate degree of similarity of. 3 (often + with) 
bear comparison. © noun comparison. 0 com- 
pare notes exchange ideas or opinions. 

n verb 1 draw parallels (between), equate, liken, 

make connections (between). 2 contrast, 

juxtapose, set side by side; (compare to or with) 

correlate with, measure against, relate to, weigh 

against. 3 (compare with) see EQUAL verb 2. 


comparison /kem'peris(e)n/ noun 1 compar- 
ing. 2 example of similarity. 3 (in full degrees of 
comparison) Grammar positive, comparative, 
and superlative forms of adjectives and adverbs. 
obear comparison (often + with) be able to be 
compared favourably. 
m 1 contrast, correlation, distinction, 
juxtaposition. 2 analogy, comparability, : 
correlation, likeness, parallel, relationship, 
resemblance, similarity. 


compartment | competitive 


compartment /kam'pa:tment/ noun space 
partitioned off within larger space. 

m alcove, area, bay, cell, chamber, cubby hole, 
| cubicle, division, hole, locker, niche, nook, 


| pigeon-hole, section, slot, space, subdivision. 


compartmentalize [kompa:t'ment(ə)laız/ 
verb (also -ise) divide into compartments or cat- 
egories. o compartmentalization /-zerS(2)n/ 
noun. 

compass /'kampəs/ noun 1 instrument 
showing direction of magnetic north and bear- 
ings from it. 2 (usually in plural) V-shaped 
hinged instrument for drawing circles and 
taking measurements. 3 scope, range. 

compassion /kam'pzJ(e)n/ noun pity. 

compassionate /kəm'pæfənət/ adjective 
showing compassion; sympathetic. 0 compas- 
sionate leave leave granted on grounds of 
bereavement etc. o compassionately adverb. 

compatible /kam'pztib(e)l/ adjective 1. (often + 
with) able to coexist. 2 consistent. 3 (of 
equipment) able to be used in combination. 
o compatibility noun. 

a 1 harmonious, like-minded, similar, well 

matched. 2 congruent, consistent, consonant, 

matching, reconcilable. 


compatriot /kem'pztriet/ noun person from 
one’s own country. 


compeer /kem'pie/ noun 1 peer, equal. 2 
comrade. 


compel /kam'pel/ verb (-ll-) 4 force, constrain. 2 
arouse irresistibly. 3 (as compelling adjective) 
arousing strong interest. 

m 1 bind, bully, coerce, constrain, dragoon, drive, 

exact, force, impel, make, necessitate, oblige, 

order, press, press-gang, pressurize, require, 
colloquial shanghai, urge. 


compendious /kam'pendies/ adjective com- 
prehensive but brief. ; 
compendium /kam'pendiam/ noun (plural -s 


or -dia) 1 abridgement; summary. 2 handbook. 3 
collection of table games etc. 


m 1 abridgement, abstract, condensation, digest, 
summary. 3 anthology, collection. 


compensate /‘kompensert/ verb (-ting) 1 
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(often + for) recompense. 2 (often + for) make 
amends. 3 counterbalance. 


m 1 indemnify, make reparation, make restitution, 
pay back, recompense, reimburse, remunerate, 
repay, requite. 2 atone, make amends, make 
reparation, make restitution; (compensate for) 
expiate, make good, make up for, redress. 3 
counterbalance, counterpoise, even up, 
neutralize, offset. 


compensation noun 1 compensating, being 
compensated. 2 money etc. given as recompense. 
o compensatory /-'seit-/ adjective. 


m amends, damages, indemnity, recompense, 
reimbursement, reparation, repayment, 
restitution. 


compere /'kompeə/ noun person introducing 
variety show. © verb (-ring) act as compère (to). 


n noun anchorman, anchorwoman, announcer, 
disc jockey, host, hostess, Master of Ceremonies, 
MC, presenter. 


compete /kem'pi:t/ verb (-ting) 1 take part in 
contest etc. 2 (often + with or against person, for 
thing) strive. 

m 1 be a contestant, enter, participate, perform, 

take part, take up the challenge. 2 conflict, 

contend, fight, strive, struggle, vie; (compete with 

or against) emulate, oppose, rival, undercut. 


competence /‘kompit(e)ns/ noun being com- 
petent; ability. 

competent adjective adequately qualified or 
capable; effective. 0 competently adverb. 

u able, acceptable, accomplished, adept, 

adequate, capable, clever, effective, efficient, 

experienced, expert, fit, handy, practical, 

proficient, qualified, satisfactory, skilful, skilled, 

trained, workmanlike, worthwhile. 


competition /kompə'tıf(ə)n/ noun 1 (often + 
for) competing. 2 event in which people compete. 
3 other people competing; opposition. 

a 1 competitiveness, conflict, contention, 

emulation, rivalry, struggle. 2 challenge, 

championship, contest, event, game, heat, match, 

quiz, race, rally, series, tournament, trial. 


competitive /kem'petitv/ adjective 1 of or 
involving competition. 2 (of prices etc.) compar- 


Comparative 


The form of an adjective used to compare two people or things in respect of a certain quality is 
called the comparative. Comparative adjectives are formed in two ways: generally, short words 


add -er to the base form, e.g. 
smaller, faster, greater. 

Often, the base form alters, e.g. 
bigger, finer, easier. 

Long words take more in front of them, e.g. 
more beautiful, more informative. 


143 


ing well with those ofrivals. 3 having strong urge 
to win. o competitiveness noun. 

a 1 cut-throat, hard-fought, keen, lively, well 
fought. 2 average, fair, keen, moderate, 
reasonable. 


competitor /kem'petite/ noun person who com- 
petes; rival, esp. in business. 

a adversary, antagonist, candidate, challenger, 

contender, contestant, entrant, finalist, opponent, 

participant, rival. 


compile /kem'patl/ verb (-ling) collect and 
arrange (material) into list, book, etc. 0 com- 
pilation /kompr'lerf(ə)n/ noun. 

u accumulate, amass, arrange, assemble, collate, 

collect, compose, edit, gather, marshal, organize, 

put together. 


complacent /kem'pleis(a)nt/ adjective smugly 
self-satisfied or contented. o complacency 
noun. 


complain /kem'plem/ verb 1 (often + about) 
express dissatisfaction. 2 (+ of) say that one is 
suffering from (an ailment). 3 (+ of) state griev- 
ance concerning. 0 complainant noun. 

m 1 slang beef, slang bellyache, carp, cavil, find 

fault, colloquial gripe, groan, colloquial grouch, 
colloquial grouse, grumble, colloquial moan, 

object, protest, wail, whine, colloquial whinge; 

(complain about) see CRITICIZE 1. 


complaint noun 1 complaining. 2 grievance; 
cause of dissatisfaction. 3 formal protest. 4 
ailment. 
a 2, 3 accusation, slang beef, charge, criticism, 
grievance, colloquial gripe, colloquial grouse, 
grumble, colloquial moan, objection, protest, 
stricture, whine, colloquial whinge. 4 affliction, 
ailment, disease, disorder, illness, infection, 
malady, malaise, sickness, upset. 


complaisant /kem'pleiz(a)nt/ adjective formal 
deferential; willing to please; acquiescent. 
o complaisance noun. 

u accommodating, acquiescent, amenable, 

biddable, compliant, cooperative, deferential, 

docile, obedient, obliging, polite, submissive, 

tractable, willing. 


complement noun /‘komplment/ 1 thing that 
completes. 2 full number. 3 word(s) added to verb 
to complete predicate of sentence. 4 amount by 
which angle is less than 90°. e verb /-ment/ 4 com- 
plete. 2 form complement to. o complementary 
/-‘men-/ adjective. 
m noun 1 completion, finishing touch, perfection. 
2 aggregate, capacity, quota, sum, total. © verb 


competitor | complication 


add to, complete, make whole, perfect, round off, 
top up. O complementary interdependent, 
matching, reciprocal, toning, twin. 


complete /kem'pli:t/ adjective 1 having all its 
parts. 2 finished. 3 total. © verb (-ting) 1 finish. 2 
make complete. 3 fill in (form etc.). 0 completely 
adverb. completeness noun. completion noun. 
a adjective 1 comprehensive, entire, exhaustive, 
fall, intact, total, unabbreviated, unabridged, 
uncut, unedited, unexpurgated, whole. 2 
accomplished, achieved, completed, concluded, 
done, ended, finished, over, perfect. 3 absolute, 
literary arrant, downright, extreme, out and out, 
outright, pure, rank, sheer, thorough, 
thoroughgoing, total, unmitigated, unmixed, 
unqualified, utter, wholesale. © verb 1 
accomplish, achieve, carry out, clinch, close, 
conclude, do, end, finalize, finish, fulfil, perform, 
round off, terminate, wind up. 2 crown, perfect, 
round off, top off. 3 answer, fill in. 


complex /‘kompleks/ noun 1 buildings, rooms, 
etc. made up of related parts. 2 group of usually 
repressed feelings or thoughts causing abnormal 
behaviour or mental state. @ adjective 1 compli- 
cated. 2 consisting of related parts. o complex- 
ity /kem'pleks-/ noun (plural -ies). 
m adjective 1 complicated, convoluted, elaborate, 
heterogeneous, intricate, involved, knotty 
(problem), labyrinthine, ornate, perplexing, 
problematical, sophisticated, tortuous, tricky. 2 
composite, compound, manifold, multifarious, 
multiple. 


complexion /kem'plekJ(e)n/ noun 1 natural 
colour, texture, and appearance of skin, esp. of 
face. 2 aspect. 


m 1 appearance, colour, colouring, look, 
pigmentation, skin, texture. 


compliance /kem'plarens/ noun 1 obedience to 
request, command, etc. 2 capacity to yield. 


compliant adjective obedient, yielding. 0 com- 
pliantly adverb. 


complicate /‘komplikeit/ verb (-ting) 1 make 
difficult or complex. 2 (as complicated adjective) 
complex, intricate. 

m 1 compound, confound, confuse, elaborate, 

entangle, mix up, muddle, s/ang screw up, snarl 

up, tangle, twist. 2 (complicated) see COMPLEX 

adjective 1. 


complication noun 1 involved or confused 
condition. 2 complicating circumstance; diffi- 
culty. 3 (often in plural) disease or condition 
arising out of another. 


Complement 


A complement is a word or phrase that comes after a verb but has the same reference as the subject 


or object, e.g. 


the culprit in The dog was the culprit. 
President in They elected him president. 


complicity | compress 


m 1,2 complexity, confusion, convolution, 
difficulty, disputed dilemma, intricacy, mix-up, 

| obstacle, problem, ramification, setback, snag, 
tangle. 


complicity /kam'plisiti/ noun partnership in 
wrongdoing. 

compliment noun /‘kompliment/ 1 polite 
expression of praise. 2 (in plural) formal greet- 
ings accompanying gift etc. @ verb /-ment/ (often 
+ on) congratulate; praise. 

m noun 1 accolade, commendation, eulogy, 

panegyric, tribute; (compliments) 

congratulations, felicitations, plaudits. © verb 

applaud, commend, congratulate, eulogize, extol, 

felicitate, flatter, give credit, laud, pay homage to, 

praise, salute, speak highly of. 


complimentary /komplrmentert/ adjective 1 
expressing compliment. 2 given free of charge. 
m 1 admiring, appreciative, approving, 
commendatory, congratulatory, eulogistic, 
favourable, flattering, generous, laudatory, 
panegyrical, rapturous, supportive. 


comply /kem'plar/ verb (-ies, -ied) (often + with) 
act in accordance (with request or command). 
m acquiesce, agree, assent, concur, conform, 
consent, defer, fit in, submit, yield; (comply with) 
abide by, accede to, adhere to, coincide with, 
correspond to, fall in with, follow, fulfil, harmonize 
with, keep (to), match, meet, obey, observe, 
perform, respect, satisfy, square with, suit. 


component /kam'paunent/ adjective being part 
of larger whole. @ noun component part. 

m noun bit, constituent, element, ingredient, item, 

part, piece, spare, spare part, unit. 


comport /kem'po:t/ verb (comport oneself) lit- 
erary conduct oneself, behave. 0 comportment 
noun. 


compose /kəm'pəuz/ verb (-sing) 1 create in 
music or writing. 2 make up; constitute. 3 
arrange artistically. 4 set up (type); arrange in 
type. 5 settle, calm. 6 (as composed adjective) 
calm, self-possessed. 
m 1 create, devise, make (up), produce, write. 2 
compile, constitute, construct, fashion, form, 
frame, make (up), put together; (be composed of ) 
see COMPRISE. 5 calm, control, pacify, quieten, 
settle, soothe, tranquillize. 6 (composed) see 
CALM adjective 2. 


composer noun person who composes esp. 
music. 


composite /‘kompozit/ adjective 1 made up of 
parts. 2 (of plant) having head of many flowers 
forming one bloom. @ noun composite thing or 
plant. 


composition /kompea'zif(a)n/ noun 1 act of 
putting together; constitution of substance. 2 
arrangement of parts of picture etc. 3 thing com- 
posed, esp. musical work. 4 school essay. 5 com- 
pound artificial substance. 
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m 1 assembly, constitution, construction, creation, 
establishment, formation, formulation, make-up, 
setting up. 2 arrangement, balance, configuration, 
layout, organization, structure. 3 opus, piece, 
work. 4 article, essay, piece of writing, story. 


compositor /kem'pozite/ noun person who sets 
up type for printing. 

compos mentis /kompops 'mentis/ adjective 
having control of one’s mind; sane. 


compost /‘komppst/ noun mixture of decayed 
organic matter used as fertilizer. 
composure /kəm'pəv3ə/ noun calm manner. 
compote /‘kompout/ noun fruit in syrup. 
compound! /‘kompaund/ noun 1 mixture of 
two or more things. 2 word made up of two or 
more existing words. 3 substance formed from 
two or more elements chemically united. 
@ adjective 1 made up of two or more ingredients 
or parts. 2 combined, collective. © verb 
/kem'paund/ 1 mix or combine. 2 increase 
(difficulties etc.). 3 make up (whole). 4 settle 
(matter) by mutual agreement. O compound 
fracture one complicated by wound. compound 
interest interest paid on capital and accumu- 
lated interest. 
u noun 1 alloy, amalgam, blend, combination, 
composite, composition, fusion, mixture, 
synthesis. © adjective 1 complex, complicated, 
composite, intricate, involved, multiple. © verb 1 
see COMBINE Verb 1-2. 2 see COMPLICATE 1. 


compound? /‘kompaund/ noun enclosure; 
fenced-in space. 


| m corral, enclosure, pen, run. 


comprehend /komprrhend/ verb 1 under- 
stand. 2 include. 

u 1 appreciate, apprehend, conceive, discern, 

fathom, follow, grasp, know, perceive, realize, see, 

take in, colloquial twig, understand. 


comprehensible adjective that can be under- 
stood. 
clear, easy, intelligible, lucid, meaningful, plain, 
self-explanatory, simple, straightforward, 
understandable. 


comprehension noun 1 understanding. 2 text 
set as test of understanding. 3 inclusion. 


comprehensive adjective 1 including all or 
nearly all. 2 (of motor insurance) providing pro- 
tection against most risks. © noun (in full com- 
prehensive school) secondary school for 
children of all abilities. o comprehensively 
adverb. 

m adjective 1 all-embracing, broad, catholic, 

compendious, complete, detailed, encyclopedic, 

exhaustive, extensive, far-reaching, full, inclusive, 

indiscriminate, sweeping, thorough, total, 

universal, wholesale, wide-ranging. 


compress verb /kom'pres/ 1 squeeze together. 
2 bring into smaller space or shorter time. 
© noun /'kompres/ pad pressed on part of body to 
relieve inflammation, stop bleeding, etc. O0 com- 
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pressed adjective. compressible adjective. 

g verb 1 compact, constrict, cram, crush, flatten, 
jam, press, squash, squeeze, stuff, telescope. 2 
abbreviate, abridge, compact, concentrate, 
condense, contract, précis, shorten, summarize, 
telescope, truncate. 0 compressed see compact’ 
adjective 1, CONCISE. 


compression /kam'pref(a)n/ noun 1 com- 
pressing. 2 reduction in volume of fuel mixture 
in internal-combustion engine before ignition. 


compressor noun machine for compressing 
air or other gas. 


comprise /kem'praiz/ verb (-sing) include; 
consist of. 


USAGE It is a mistake to use comprise to mean 
‘to compose’ or ‘to make up’. 


u be composed of, comprehend, consist of, 
contain, cover, embody, embrace, include, 
incorporate, involve. . 


compromise /'komprəmaız/ noun 1 agree- 
ment reached by mutual concession. 2 (often + 
between) intermediate state between conflicting 
opinions etc. © verb (-sing) 1 settle dispute by 
compromise; modify one’s opinions, demands, 
etc. 2 (often as compromising adjective) bring 
into disrepute or danger by indiscretion. 
a noun 1 bargain, concession, give and take, 
settlement. 2 halfway house, middle course, 
middle way. © verb 1 concede a point, go to 
arbitration, make concessions, meet halfway, 
negotiate a settlement, reach a formula, settle, 
strike a balance. 2 damage, discredit, disgrace, 
dishonour, imperil, jeopardize, prejudice, risk, 
undermine, weaken; (compromising) see 
SHAMEFUL. 


comptroller /kan'travla/ noun controller. 

compulsion /kam'palJ(a)n/ oun 1 compelling, 
being compelled. 2 irresistible urge. 

a 1 coercion, constraint, duress, force, necessity, 

obligation, pressure. 2 drive, impulse, urge. 


compulsive adjective 1 compelling. 2 resulting 
or acting (as if) from compulsion. 3 irresistible. 
ū compulsively adverb. 

E 1,3 besetting, compelling, driving, instinctive, 

involuntary, irresistible, overpowering, 

overwhelming, powerful, uncontrollable, urgent. 2 

addicted, habitual, incorrigible, incurable, 

Obsessive, persistent. 


Compulsory adjective required by law or rule. 
n compulsorily adverb. 

u binding, contractual, de rigueur, enforceable, 
essential, imperative, imposed, incumbent, 
indispensable, inescapable, mandatory, 
necessary, obligatory, official, prescribed, 


required, requisite, set, statutory, stipulated, 
unavoidable. 


compunction /kem'payks(e)n/ noun guilty 
feeling; slight regret. 

"contrition, pang of conscience, qualm, regret, 
L'emorse, scruple, self-reproach. 


Compression | conceive 


Compute /kem'pju:t/ verb tin 
Ei -ting) 1 calculate. 2 
use computer. o computation [kom:/ noun. 
m 1 add up, ascertain, assess, calculate, count, 


determine, estimate, evaluate, m 
total, work out. sa tape 


computer noun electronic device for stori 
and Processing data, making calculations 
controlling machinery. o computer-literate 
able to use computers. computer science study 
of computers. computer virus code maliciously 
introduced into program to destroy data etc. 

computerize [kəm'pju:tərarz/ verb (also -ise) 
zing or -sing) equip with or store, perform, or 
produce by computer. a computerization noun. 

comrade /‘komrerd/ oun 1 companion in some 


activity. 2 fellow socialist or communist. 0 com- 
radeship noun. 


a 1 associate, colloquial chum, colleague, 
companion, friend, mate. 


con! slang noun confidence trick. @ verb (-nn-) 
swindle, deceive. 


con? noun (usually in plural) reason against. 
con® verb (US conn) (-nn-) direct steering of 
(ship). 


concatenation /konkætrnerf(ə)jn/ noun 
series of linked things or events. 


concave /kpn'kerv/ adjective curved like inter- 
iorofcircle or sphere. o concavity /-kæv-/ noun. 
conceal /kən'si:l/ verb hide; keep secret. 0 con- 
cealed adjective. concealment noun. 
blot out, bury, camouflage, cloak, cover up, 
disguise, envelop, gloss over, hide, hush up, keep 
dark, keep quiet, keep secret, mask, obscure, _ 
screen, secrete, suppress, veil. 0 concealed see 
HIDDEN adjective 1. 


concede /kon'si:d/ verb (-ding) 1 admit to be 
true. 2 admit defeat (in). 3 grant, surrender 
(points, rights, etc.). 

m 1 accept, acknowledge, admit, agree, allow, 

confess, grant, own, profess, recognize. 2 

capitulate, cave in, give in, give up, resign, 

surrender. 3 allow, formal cede, give up, grant, 

relinquish, surrender, yield. 


conceit /kən'si:t/ noun 1 personal vanity. 2 lit- 
erary far-fetched comparison. 


n 1 arrogance, boastfulness, egotism, pride, 

| self-admiration, self-esteem, self-love, vanity. 
conceited adjective vain. cconceitedly 

adverb. 

m arrogant, colloquial big-headed, boastful, 
bumptious, cocksure, colloquial cocky, ; 
egocentric, egotistic(al), haughty, colloquial high 
and mighty, Immodest, narcissistic, overweening, 
proud, self-centred, self-important, self-satisfied, 
smug, snobbish, colloquial snooty, colloquial 
stuck-up, supercilious, colloquial : 
swollen-headed, colloquial toffee-nosed, vain, 
vainglorious. : 


i an'si:v/ verb (-ving) 1 become preg- 
ee (often + of) imagine. 3 (usually 


concentrate | conclusion 


in passive) formulate (plan etc.). o conceivable 
adjective. conceivably adverb. 

| m 2envisage, fancy, imagine, realize, think, 

Í visualize. 3 conjure up, create, design, devise, 
dream up, evolve, form, formulate, frame, 
germinate, hatch, initiate, invent, makeup, 
originate, plan, plot, produce, suggest, colloquial 
think up, work out. 


concentrate /‘konsentreit/ verb (-ting) 1 
(often + on) focus one’s attention. 2 bring 
together to one point. 3 (often as concentrated 
adjective) increase strength of (liquid etc.) by 
removing water etc. 4 (as concentrated 
adjective) (of effort, feeling, etc.) intense, intensi- 
fied. @ noun concentrated solution. 

m verb 1 apply oneself, attend, be absorbed, be 

attentive, engross oneself, think, work hard. 2 

accumulate, centralize, centre, cluster, collect, 

congregate, converge, crowd, focus, gather, 

mass. 3 condense, reduce, thicken; 

(concentrated) condensed, evaporated, 

reduced, strong, thick, undiluted. 4 

(concentrated) see INTENSIVE 1. © noun 

distillation, essence, extract. 


concentration noun 1 concentrating, being 
concentrated. 2 weight of substance in given 
amount of mixture. 3 mental attention. o con- 
centration camp place for detention of political 
prisoners etc. 


concentric /ken'sentrik/ adjective having 
common centre. o concentrically adverb. 


concept /‘konsept/ noun general notion; 
abstract idea. 


conception /kan'sepJ(e)n/ noun 1 conceiving, 
being conceived. 2 idea. 3 understanding. 

a 1 literary begetting, beginning, fathering, 

fertilization, genesis, impregnation, initiation, 

origin. 2 see DEA 1-2. 


conceptual /ken'septjual/ adjective of mental 
concepts. o conceptually adverb. 


conceptualize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 
form concept or idea of. o conceptualization 
noun. 


concern /ken's3:n/ verb 1 be relevant or import- 
ant to. 2 relate to; be about. 3 worry, affect. 4 
(concern oneself; often + with, about, in) inter- 
est or involve oneself. © noun 1 anxiety, worry. 
2 care, consideration. 3 matter of interest or 
importance to one. 4 firm, business. 
u verb 1, 2 affect, be important to, be relevant to, 
interest, involve, matter to, pertain to, refer to, relate 
to. © noun 1 anxiety, burden, disquiet, distress, 
fear, malaise, solicitude, worry. 2 attention, care, 
consideration, heed, interest, regard. 3 affair, 
business, charge, matter, problem, responsibility, 
task. 4 business, company, corporation, 
enterprise, establishment, firm, organization. 


concerned adjective 1 involved, interested. 2 
anxious, troubled. 
m 1 connected, implicated, interested, involved, 
referred to, relevant, responsible. 2 anxious, 


146 


bothered, caring, distressed, disturbed, fearful, 
perturbed, solicitous, touched, troubled, uneasy, 
unhappy, upset, worried. 


concerning preposition about, regarding. 
m about, colloquial apropos of, germane to, 
involving, re, regarding, relating to, relevant to, 
with reference to, with regard to. 


concert /‘konsat/ noun 1 musical performance, 
2 agreement. ý 


u 1 entertainment, extravaganza, colloquial gig, 
| performance, programme, recital, show. 
concerted /kon'ss:tid/ adjective jointly 
planned. 


a collaborative, collective, combined, 
cooperative, joint, colloquial disputed mutual, 
shared, united. 


concertina /konsə'ti:nə/ noun portable 
musical instrument like accordion but smaller. 
@ verb (-nas, -naed /-nəd/ or -na’d, -naing) com- 
press or collapse in folds like those of concertina. 

concerto /kən'tfeətəu/ noun (plural -tos or -ti 
/-t/) composition for solo instrument(s) and 
orchestra. 

concession /kən'sef(ə)n/ noun 1 conceding, 
thing conceded. 2 reduction in price for certain 
category of people. 3 right to use land, sell goods, 
etc. o concessionary adjective. 


| u 2 adjustment, allowance, reduction. 


conch /kontS/ moun 1 large spiral shell of 
various marine gastropod molluscs. 2 such gas- 
tropod. 

conchology /kon'koled31/ noun study of shells. 

conciliate /ken'siliert/ verb (-ting) 1 make 
calm; pacify. 2 reconcile. o conciliation noun. 
conciliator noun. conciliatory adjective. 

concise /ken'sais/ adjective brief but compre- 
hensive. oconcisely adverb. conciseness 
noun. concision /kan's!3(8)n/ noun. 

u brief, compact, compendious, compressed, 

concentrated, condensed, epigrammatic, 

laconic, pithy, short, small, succinct, terse. 


conclave /‘konklerv/ noun 1 private meeting. 2 
assembly or meeting-place of cardinals for elec- 
tion of pope. 

conclude /ken'klu:d/ verb (-ding) 1 bring or 
come to end. 2 (often + from, that) infer. 3 settle 
(treaty etc.). 

1 formal cease, close, complete, culminate, end, 

finish, round off, stop, terminate. 2 assume, 

decide, deduce, gather, infer, judge, reckon, 
suppose, surmise, think. 


conclusion /kən'klu:3(ə)n/ noun 1 ending. 2 
judgement reached by reasoning. 3 summing-uP. 
4 settling of peace etc. o in conclusion lastly. 

m 1 close, completion, culmination, end, ending, 

epilogue, finale, finish, rounding-off, termination. 

2 answer, belief, decision, deduction, inference, 

interpretation, judgement, opinion, outcome, 

resolution, result, solution, upshot, verdict. 3 

peroration, recapitulation, summing-up. 
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conclusive /ken'klu:siv/ adjective decisive, 
convincing. O conclusively adverb. 

certain, convincing, decisive, definite, 

persuasive, unambiguous, unanswerable, 

unequivocal, unquestionable. 


concoct /kən'kokt/ verb 1 make by mixing 
ingredients. 2 invent (story, lie, etc.). 0 concoc- 
tion noun. 

u 1 make, prepare, put together. 2 contrive, 
colloquial cook up, counterfeit, devise, fabricate, 

feign, formulate, hatch, invent, make up, plan, put 

together, colloquial think up. 


concomitant /kan'komit(9)nt/ adjective (often 
+ with) accompanying. ©noun accompanying 
thing. o concomitance noun. 


concord /‘koyko:d/ noun agreement, harmony. 
o concordant /ken'ko:d(e)nt/ adjective. 


| u agreement, euphony, harmony, peace. 


concordance /kan‘ko:d(9)ns/ noun 1 agree- 
ment. 2 index of words used in book or by author. 


concordat /ken'ko:dzet/ noun agreement, esp. 
between Church and state. 


concourse /‘koyko:s/ noun 1 crowd. 2 large 
open area in railway station etc. 


concrete /‘konkri:t/ adjective 1 existing in ma- 
terial form; real. 2 definite. © noun mixture of 
gravel, sand, cement, and water used for build- 
ing. © verb (-ting) cover with or embed in con- 
crete. o concretely adverb. concreteness noun. 
m adjective actual, definite, existing, factual, firm, 
material, objective, palpable, physical, real, solid, 
substantial, tactile, tangible, touchable, visible. 


concretion /kən'kri:f(ə)n/ noun 1 hard solid 
mass. 2 forming of this by coalescence. 


concubine /‘konkjubam/ noun 1 literary mis- 


te 2 (among polygamous peoples) secondary 
wife. 


concupiscence /kən'kju:pıs(ə)ns/ noun 
formal lust. 0 concupiscent adjective. 


Concur /ken'ks:/ verb (-rr-) 1 (often + with) 
agree. 2 coincide. 


| n 1 accede, accord, agree, assent. 2 see COINCIDE 


concurrent /kən'karant/ adjective (often + 
with) existing or in operation at the same time. 

O concurrence noun. concurrently adverb. 

u coexisting, coinciding, concomitant, 

contemporaneous, contemporary, overlapping, 

parallel, simultaneous, synchronous. 


Concuss /kən'kas/ verb subject to concussion. 


concussion /ken'kas()n/ noun 1 temporary 
Unconsciousness or incapacity due to head 
injury. 2 violent shaking. 


condemn /ken‘dem/ verb 1 express strong dis- 
approval of. 2 (usually + to) sentence (to 
Punishment). 3 (usually + fo) doom (to something 
q Pleasant). 4 pronounce unfit for use. 0 con- 
emnation /kondem'nerf(ə)n/ noun. condem- 
natory l“demnat(ə)rr/ adjective. 


conclusive | condor 


m 1 blame, castigate, censure, criticize, damn, 
decry, denounce, deplore, deprecate, disapprove 
of, disparage, execrate, rebuke, formal reprehend, 
formal reprove, revile, slang slam, colloquial slate, 
upbraid. 2 convict, find guilty, prove guilty. : 


condensation /konden'serf(a)n/ noun 1 
densing, being condensed. 2 id3 
eee condensed liquid. 3 


m 2 haze, mist, steam, water drops. 


condense [ken‘dens/ verb (-sing) 1 make 
denser. 2 make more concise. 3 ee or be 
reduced from gas to liquid. 

a 1 concentrate, reduce, thicken. 2 abbreviate, 

abridge, compress, contract, curtail, précis, 

reduce, shorten, summarize. 


condescend /kondr'send/ verb 1 (usually + to 
do) graciously consent to do a thing while 
showing one’s superiority. 2 (+ to) pretend to be 
on equal terms with (inferior). 3 (as condes- 
cending adjective) patronizing. o condes- 
cendingly adverb. condescension noun. 


m 1 deign, demean oneself, humble oneself, lower 
oneself, stoop. 3 (condescending) see HAUGHTY. 


condiment /‘kondment/ noun seasoning or 
relish for food. 


condition /ken'dif(e)n/ noun 1 stipulation; 
thing on fulfilment of which something else 
depends. 2 state of being or fitness of person or 
thing. 3 ailment. 4 (in plural) circumstances. 
@ verb 1 bring into desired state. 2 accustom. 3 
determine. 4 be essential to. 
m noun 1 limitation, obligation, prerequisite, 
proviso, qualification, requirement, requisite, 
restriction, stipulation. 2 fettle, fitness, form, 
health, colloquial nick, order, shape, state, trim, 
working order. 3 see ILLNESS 1. 4 (conditions) see 
CIRCUMSTANCE 1. © verb 1 educate, fit, prepare, 
teach, train. 2 acclimatize, accustom, brainwash, 
educate, mould, re-educate, teach, train. 


conditional adjective 1 (often + on) dependent; 
not absolute. 2 Grammar (of clause, mood, etc.) 
expressing condition. o conditionally adverb. 


m 1 dependent, limited, provisional, qualified, 
| restricted. 


condole /kən'dəvl/ verb (-ling) (+ with) express 
sympathy with (person) over loss etc. 
USAGE Condole is commonly confused with 
console, which means ‘to comfort’. 

condolence noun (often in plural) expression 
of sympathy. 

condom /‘kondom/ noun contraceptive sheath. 

condominium /konde'mmrem/ noun 1 joint 
rule or sovereignty. 2 US building containing 
individually owned flats. > 

condone /kən'dəun/ verb (ning) forgive, over- 


look. 
m allow, connive at, disregard, endorse, excuse, 


forgive, ignore, overlook, pardon, tolerate. 


condor /‘kondo:/ noun large S. American 
vulture. 


conducive | confident 


conducive /kan'dju:stv/ adjective (often + to) 
contributing or helping (towards something). 
| m advantageous, beneficial, encouraging, 
| favourable, helpful, supportive; (be conducive to) 


[ESSIEN COURAGE S AE eS 


conduct noun /‘kondakt/ 1 behaviour. 2 
manner of conducting business, war, etc. @ verb 
/ken'dakt/ 1 lead, guide. 2 control, manage. 3 be 
conductor of (orchestra etc.). 4 transmit by con- 
duction. 5 (conduct oneself) behave. 

a noun 1 actions, attitude, bearing, behaviour, 

literary comportment, demeanour, deportment, 

manners, ways. 2 administration, control, 
direction, discharge, government, guidance, 
handling, leading, management, operation, 
organization, regulation, running, supervision. 

@ verb 1 accompany, escort, guide, lead, pilot, 

steer, take, usher. 2 administer, be in charge of, 

chair, command, control, direct, govern, handle, 
head, lead, look after, manage, organize, oversee, 
preside over, regulate, rule, run, steer, superintend, 

supervise. 4 carry, channel, convey, transmit. 5 

(conduct oneself) see BEHAVE 1,2. 


conduction /ken'dakJ(e)n/ noun transmission 
of heat, electricity, etc. 


conductive /koen'daktrv/ adjective transmit- 
ting heat, electricity, etc. - o conductivity 
/kondak'trv-/ noun. 


conductor noun 1 director of orchestra etc. 2 
(feminine conductress) person who collects 
fares on bus etc. 3 conductive thing. 


conduit /‘kondit/ noun channel or pipe for con- 
veying liquid or protecting insulated cable. 


cone noun 1 solid figure with usually circular 

base and tapering to a point. 2 cone-shaped 
object. 3 dry fruit of pine or fir. 4 ice cream 
cornet. : 


coney = cony. 


confab /'konfæb/ noun colloquial confabula- 
tion. 


confabulate /kən'fæbjulert/ verb (-ting) talk 
together. 0 confabulation zoun. 


confection /kon'fekJ(a)n/ noun sweet dish or 
delicacy. 


confectioner oun dealer insweetsor pastries 
etc. o confectionery noun. 


confederacy [kon'fedərəsı/ noun (plural -ies) 
alliance or league, esp. of confederate states. - 


confederate /kan'fedarat/ adjective esp. Polit- 
ics allied. @ noun ally; accomplice. © verb /-reit/ 
(-ting) (often + with) bring or come into alliance. 
o Confederate States those which seceded from 
US in 1860-1. 


confederation /kanfeda'rei{(a)n/ noun union 
or alliance, esp. of states. 


confer /kan'fs:/ verb (-rr-) 1 (often + on, upon) 
grant, bestow. 2 (often + with) meet for discus- 
sion. 
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u 1 accord, award, bestow, give, grant, honour 
with, impart, invest, present. 2 compare notes, 
consult, converse, debate, deliberate, discourse, 
discuss, exchange ideas, put heads together, seek 
advice, talk. 


conference /'konfər(ə)ns/ noun 1 consult- 
ation. 2 meeting for discussion. 

u 1 consultation, deliberation, dialogue, 

discussion. 2 congress, convention, council, 

forum, meeting, seminar, symposium. 


conferment /ken'fs:ment/ noun conferring (of 
honour etc.). 


confess /kon'fes/ verb 1 acknowledge, admit. 2 
declare one’s sins, esp. to priest. 3 (of priest) hear 
confession of. 

a 1 acknowledge, admit, concede, disclose, 
divulge, make a clean breast of, own (up to). 2 
colloquial come clean, own up, unbosom oneself, 
unburden oneself. 


confessedly /ken'fesidl1/ adverb by one’s own 
or general admission. 


confession /kan'fef(a)n/ noun 1 act of con- 
fessing; thing confessed. 2 statement of prin- 
ciples etc. 

1 acknowledgement, admission, declaration, 

disclosure, revelation. 2 affirmation, declaration, 

profession, statement, testimony. 


confessional noun enclosed place where 
priest hears confession. © adjective of confes- 
sion. 


confessor noun priest who hears confession. 


confetti /ken'feti/ noun small bits of coloured 
paper thrown by wedding guests at bride and 
groom. 


confidant /‘konfideent/ noun (feminine con- 
fidante same pronunciation) person trusted 
with knowledge of one’s private affairs. 


confide /ken'faid/ verb (-ding) (usually + to) 1 
tell (secret). 2 entrust (task). o confide in talk 
confidentially to. 


u 1 disclose, divulge, entrust, impart, reveal, 
colloquial spill the beans, tell all, tell secrets, trust. 


confidence /‘konfid(e)ns/ noun 1 firm trust. 2 
feeling of certainty. 3 self-reliance; boldness. 4 
something told as a secret. o confidence trick 
(also con-trick) swindle in which victim is per- 
suaded to trust swindler. confidence trickster 
person using confidence tricks. in confidence aS 
a secret. in (person’s) confidence trusted with 
his or her secrets. 

u 1 belief, credence, faith, reliance, trust. 2 

certainty, conviction, firmness, hope, optimism, 

positiveness. 3 aplomb, assurance, boldness, 
composure, nerve, panache, self-assurance, 
self-confidence, self-possession, self-reliance, 
spirit, verve. 


confident adjective 1 feeling or showing con 
fidence. 2 trusting. o confidently adverb. 
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a 1 assertive, assured, bold, cocksure, 
composed, cool, definite, fearless, secure, 
self-assured, self-confident, self-possessed, 
self-reliant, unafraid. 2 certain, convinced, 
hopeful, optimistic, positive, sanguine, sure, 
trusting. 


confidential /konfi'denJ(e)l/ adjective 1 
spoken or written in confidence. 2 (of secretary 
etc.) entrusted with secrets. 3 confiding. o con- 
fidentiality /-fræl-/ noun. confidentially adjec- 
tive. ; 

a 1 classified, colloquial hush-hush, intimate, off 
the record, personal, private, restricted, secret, 
suppressed, top secret. 2 personal, private, 
trusted. 


configuration /kenfigju'reis(an/ noun 1 
manner ofarrangement. 2 shape, outline. o con- 
figure /-'figa/ verb. 


confine verb /ken'fam/ (-ning) 1 keep or restrict 

within certain limits. 2 imprison. enoun 

I‘konfam/ (usually in plural) boundary. ube 

confined be in childbirth. 
a verb 1 barin, bind, box in, cage, circumscribe, 
constrain, contain, coop up, cordon off, cramp, 
curb, detain, enclose, hedge in, hem in, hold down, 
isolate, keep in, limit, localize, restrain, restrict, 
rope off, shut in, shut up, surround, wall up. 2 see 
IMPRISON 2. 


confinement /kan'fammant/ noun 1 confining, 
being confined. 2 childbirth. 


confirm /kən'fs:m/ verb 1 provide support for 
truth or correctness of. 2 establish more firmly. 
3 formally make definite. 4 administer rite of 
confirmation to. 

a 1 authenticate, back up, bear out, corroborate, 

demonstrate, endorse, establish, give credence 

to, justify, lend force to, prove, reinforce, show, 

substantiate, support, underline, vindicate, 

witness to. 2 clinch, establish, fortify, reinforce, 

settle, strengthen. 3 authorize, formalize, 

guarantee, make legal, make official, ratify, 

sanction, validate, verify. 


confirmation /konfe'meis(a)n/ noun 1 con- 
firming circumstance or statement. 2 rite con- 
firming baptized person as member of Christian 
Church. 


confirmed adjective firmly settled in habit or 
condition. 


confiscate /‘konfiskert/ verb (-ting) take or 
seize by authority. o confiscation noun. 

m appropriate, commandeer, expropriate, 

impound, remove, seize, sequester, sequestrate, 

take away, take possession of. 


conflagration /konflə'grerf(ə)n/ noun large 
destructive fire. 


conflate /kən'flert/ verb (-ting) fuse together, 
blend. o conflation zoun. 


Conflict noun /‘konflikt/ 4 fight, struggle. 2 
Opposition. 3 (often + of) clashing of opposed. 
anne etc. © verb /kan'flikt/ clash, be incom- 
patible. 


confidential | confuse 


m noun 1 altercation, battle, brush, clash, combat, 
confrontation, contest, dispute, encounter, 
engagement, feud, fight, quarrel, colloquial row, 
colloquial set-to, skirmish, struggle, war, warfare, 
wrangle. 2 antagonism, antipathy, contention, 
contradiction, difference, disagreement, discord, 
dissension, friction, hostility, incompatibility, 
inconsistency, opposition, strife. © verb beat odds, 
be at variance, be incompatible, clash, compete, 
contend, contradict each other, contrast, cross 
swords, differ, disagree, fight, oppose each other, 
quarrel. 


confluent /‘konfluant/ adjective merging into 
one. @7oun stream joining another. o conflu- 
ence noun. 


conform /ken'fo:m/ verb 1 comply with rules or 
general custom. 2 (+ to, with) be in accordance 
with. 
@ 1 be good, behave conventionally, blend in, do 
what one is told, fit in, keep in step, toe the line. 2 
see COMPLY. 


conformable adjective 1 (often + to) similar. 2 
(often + with) consistent. 


conformation /konfo:'merf(e)n/ noun thing's 
structure or shape. 


conformist noun person who conforms to 
established practice. © adjective conventional. 
o conformism noun. 


| m noun traditionalist, colloquial yes-man. 


conformity noun 1 conforming with estab- 
lished practice. 2 suitability. 

m 1 formal complaisance, compliance, 

conventionality, obedience, orthodoxy, 

submission, uniformity. 


confound /ken'faund/ verb 1 baffle, confuse. 2 
archaic defeat. o confound (person, thing)! 
interjection; expressing annoyance. 

confounded adjective colloquial damned. 


confront /kən'frant/ verb 1 meet or stand 
facing, esp. in hostility or defiance. 2 face up to 
(problem etc.). 3 (of problem etc.) present itself 
to. 4(+ with) bring face to face with. o confronta- 
tion /kon-/ noun. confrontational /kon-/ adjec- 
tive. 

ua 1, 2 accost, argue with, attack, brave, challenge, 

defy, encounter, face up to, meet, oppose, resist, 

stand up to, take on, withstand. 


confuse /kan'fju:z/ verb (-sing) 1 (often as con- 
fused adjective) bewilder. 2 mix up; fail to distin- 
guish. 3 make obscure. 4 (often as confused 
adjective) throw into disorder. o confusing 
adjective. 
m 1 addle, agitate, baffle, befuddle, bemuse, 
bewilder, confound, disconcert, disorientate, 
distract, colloquial flummox, fluster, fuddle, 
mislead, mystify, perplex, puzzle, colloquial rattle, 
colloquial throw; (confused) addle-brained, 
dazed, colloquial in a tizzy, muddle-headed, 
muzzy, nonplussed. 2 mix up, muddle. 4 
disarrange, disorder, distort, entangle, garble, 
jumble, mess up, mingle, mix up, muddle, tangle, 


confusion | conjure 


throw into disarray, upset; (confused) aimless, 
| chaotic, contradictory, disconnected, disjointed, 
disorderly, disorganized *higgledy-piggledy, 
incoherent, inconsistent, irrational, messy, 
| misleading, obscure, rambling, slang screwed up, 
| colloquialshambolic, topsy-turvy, twisted, unclear, 
| unsound, unstructured, woolly. 0 confusing see 


PUZZLE Verb 3. 
SSS EE ee 


confusion /kan'fju:3(2)n/ noun 1 mixing up. 2 
misunderstanding. 3 disorder; jumble. 4 bewil- 
derment. 

3 ado, anarchy, bedlam, bother, chaos, clutter, 

commotion, confusion, din, disorder, 

disorganization, disturbance, fuss, hubbub, 
hullabaloo, jumble, mayhem, mélée, mess, 
muddle, pandemonium, racket, riot, colloquial 
rumpus, colloquial shambles, tumult, turbulence, 

turmoil, upheaval, uproar, welter, whirl. 4 

bemusement, bewilderment, disorientation, 

distraction, mystification, perplexity, puzzlement. 


confute /kan'fju:t/ verb (-ting) prove to be false 
or wrong. o confutation /kon-/ noun. 


conga /‘konga/ noun 1 Latin American dance, 
usually performed in single file. 2 tall narrow 
drum beaten with hands. 


congeal /ken'd3i:l/ verb 1 make or become 
semi-solid by cooling. 2 (of blood) coagulate. 
a clot, coagulate, curdle, freeze, harden, 
colloquial jell, set, solidify, stiffen, thicken. 


congenial /kən'dzi:nrəl/ adjective 1 having 
sympathetic nature, similar interests, etc. 2 
(often + to) suited or agreeable. 0 congeniality 
/-el-/ noun. congenially adverb. 

u 1 amicable, companionable, compatible, 

friendly, genial, kindly, sympathetic, 

understanding, well suited. 2 acceptable, 

agreeable, suitable, suited, well suited. 


congenital /kən'dzenıt(ə)l/ adjective existing 
or as such from birth. o congenitally adverb. 

m hereditary, inborn, inbred, inherent, inherited, 

innate, natural. 


conger /‘konga/ noun large sea eel. 


congest /ken'dsest/ verb (esp. as congested 
adjective) affect with congestion. 


m (congested) blocked, choked, clogged, 
crammed, crowded, full, jammed, obstructed, 
overcrowded, stuffed. 


congestion noun abnormal accumulation or 
obstruction, esp. of traffic etc. or of mucus in nose 
etc. 


conglomerate  /ken'glomerat/ adjective 
gathered into rounded mass. @ noun 41 hetero- 
geneous mass. 2 business etc. corporation of 
merged firms. @verb /-rert/ (-ting) collect 
into coherent mass. o conglomeration noun. 


congratulate /ken'gretfuleit/ verb (-ting) 
(often + on) express pleasure at happiness, excel- 
lence, or good fortune of (person). o congratu- 
latory /-lətər1/ adjective. 


| m applaud, compliment, felicitate, praise. 
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congratulation noun 1 congratulating. 2 
(usually in plural) expression of this. 


congregate /‘kongrigeit/ verb (-ting) collect or 
gather in crowd. 

a assemble, cluster, collect, come together, 

convene, converge, crowd, flock, forgather, 

gather, get together, herd, mass, meet, muster, 

rally, rendezvous, swarm, throng. 


congregation noun 1 assembly of people, esp. 
for religious worship. 2 group of people regularly 
attending particular church etc. 
congregational adjective 1 of a congregation. 
2 (Congregational) of or adhering to Congrega- 
tionalism. - 
Congregationalism noun system in which 
individual churches are self-governing. 0 Con- 
gregationalist noun. ‘ 
congress /‘koygres/ noun 1 formal meeting of 
delegates for discussion. 2 (Congress) national 
legislative body of US etc. 0 congressman, con- 
gresswoman member of US Congress. O con- 
gressional /Kan'greJ-/ adjective. 
congruent /‘koygruant/ adjective 1 (often + 
with) suitable, agreeing. 2 Geometry (of figures) 
coinciding exactly when superimposed. o con- 
gruence noun. 
congruous /‘kongrvas/ adjective (often + with) 
suitable, agreeing. o congruity /-'gru:it/ noun. 
conic /‘kontk/ adjective of a cone. : 
conical adjective cone-shaped. 
conifer /'kpnifə/ noun cone-bearing tree. 0 con- 
iferous /ka'niferas/ adjective. 
conjectural /ken'd3ektfer(e)l/ adjective in- 
volving conjecture. 
conjecture /kan'd3ektfa/ moun formation of 
opinion on incomplete information; guess. 
© verb (-ring) guess. 
conjoin /ken'd3om/ verb formal join, combine. 
conjoint /kən'dzomt/ adjective formal associ- . 
ated, conjoined. 
conjugal /‘kond3ug(s)1/ adjective of marriage; 
between husband and wife. 
conjugate verb /‘kond3ugert/ (-ting) 1 give the 
different forms of (verb). 2 unite; become fused. 
© adjective /-gat/ joined together. 
conjugation noun Grammar system of verbal 
inflection. 
conjunct /ken'dgankt/ adjective joined; com- 
bined; associated. 
conjunction noun 1 joining, connection. 2 
word used to connect sentences, clauses, OY 
words (see panel). 3 combination of events or 
circumstances. n conjunctive adjective. 
conjunctiva /kondgayk'tarva/ noun (plural-s) 
mucous membrane covering front of eye an 
inside of eyelid. 
conjunctivitis /kəndzanktr'vartrs/ 
inflammation of conjunctiva. 
conjure /'kand3ə/ verb (-ring) 1 perform seem- 
ingly magical tricks, esp. by movement of hands. 
2 summon (spirit). 3 cause to appear, happen. 


noun 
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etc., as if by magic. o conjure up produce as if by 
magic, evoke. 0 conjuring noun. 

m 2 bewitch, charm, enchant, invoke, raise, rouse, 
summon. O conjure up see PRODUCE verb 1. 

u conjuring illusions, legerdemain, magic, sleight 
of hand, tricks, wizardry. 


conjuror noun (also conjurer) performer ofcon- 
juring tricks. 

conk' verb colloquial (usually + out) 1 break 
down. 2 become exhausted; faint; fall asleep. 


conk? slang noun (punch on) nose or head. 
© verb hit on nose or head. 


conker /‘koyka/ noun 1 horse chestnut fruit. 2 
(in plural) children’s game played with conkers 
on strings. 

con man noun confidence trickster. 


connect /ka'nekt/ verb 1 (often + to, with) join; 
be joined. 2 associate mentally or practically. 3 
(+ with) (of train etc.) arrive in time for passen- 
gers to transfer to another. 4 put into commu- 
nication by telephone. 5 (usually in passive; + 
with) unite or associate with (others) in relation- 
ship etc. o connecting rod rod between piston 
and crankpin etc. in engine. o connector noun. 
1 attach, combine, couple, engage, fasten, fix, 
interlock, join, link, put on, tie, unite. 2 associate, 
bracket together, make a connection between, put 
together, relate, tie up. 


connection noun (also connexion) 1 con- 
necting, being connected. 2 point at which things 
are connected. 3 association of ideas; relation- 
ship. 4 link, esp. by telephone. 5 (often in plural) 
(esp. influential) relative or associate. 6 con- 
necting train etc. 

© 2 see JOINT noun 1,2, LINK noun 3. 3 affinity, 

association, bond, coherence, contact, 

correlation, correspondence, interrelationship, 

link, relationship, relevance, tie, tie-up. 


connective adjective connecting. a connect- 
ive tissue body tissue forming tendons and liga- 
ments, supporting organs, etc. 


conning tower /‘konm/ noun 1 raised struc- 


conjuror | conscientious 


ture ofsubmarine containing periscope. 2 wheel- 
house of warship. 

connive /ka'narv/ verb ving) 1 (+ at) tacitly 
consent to (wrongdoing). 2 conspire. o conniv- 
ance noun. 


connoisseur /kone'ss:/ noun (often + of, in) 
person with good taste and judgement. 
connote /ka'naut/ verb (-ting) 1 imply in addi- 
tion to literal meaning. 2 mean. o connotation 
/kona-/noun. connotative /‘knnatettiv/ adjective. 
connubial /ke'nju:brel/ adjective conjugal. 
conquer /‘koyka/ verb 1 overcome, defeat; sub- 
jugate. 2 be victorious. 3 reach top of (mountain). 
o conquerable adjective. conqueror noun. 
u 1 annex, beat, colloquial best, capture, 
checkmate, crush, defeat, get the better of, 
humble, colloquial lick, master, occupy, outdo, 
overcome, overpower, overrun, overthrow, 
overwhelm, possess, prevail over, quell, rout, 
seize, silence, subdue, subject, subjugate, 
succeed against, surmount, take, thrash, triumph 
over, literary vanquish, worst. 2 see win verb 2. 3 
climb, reach top of. 


conquest /‘koypkwest/ noun 1 conquering. 2 
something won. 3 person whose affections have 
been won. 

m 1 annexation, appropriation, capture, defeat, 

domination, invasion, occupation, overthrow, 

subjection, subjugation, takeover, triumph, 
victory. 2 prize, trophy. 


consanguineous /konseen'gwmies/ adjective 
descended from same ancestor; akin. o consan- 
guinity noun. 

conscience /‘konJ(2)ns/ noun moral sense of 
right and wrong, esp. as affecting behaviour. 
a conscience money money paid to relieve con- 
science, esp. in respect of evaded payment etc. 
conscience-stricken made uneasy by bad con- 
science. 0 conscienceless adjective. 

m compunction, ethics, honour, misgivings, 

morality, morals, principles, qualms, 

reservations, scruples, standards. 


conscientious /konfrenJes/ adjective dili- 


Conjunction 


A conjunction is used to join parts of a sentence which usually, but not always, contain their own 


verbs, e.g. 


He found it difficult so I helped him. 
I waited until you came. 


There are two types of conjunction. Coordinating conjunctions (and, or, but) join two equal 
clauses, phrases, or words. Subordinating conjunctions join a subordinate clause to a main 


unless 
until 
when 
where 
whether 


clause. 
The most common subordinating conjunctions are: 
after so 
although in order that so that 
as like than 
because now that 
before once though 
Jor since till 


while 


conscious | considerate 


gent and scrupulous. 0 conscientious objector 
person who refuses to do military service on 
grounds of conscience. O conscientiously 
adverb. conscientiousness noun. 
m accurate, attentive, careful, diligent, dutiful, 
exact, hard-working, high-minded, honest, 
meticulous, painstaking, particular, punctilious, 
responsible, rigorous, scrupulous, serious, 
thorough. 


conscious /‘konJas/ adjective 1 awake and 
aware of one’s surroundings etc. 2 (usually + of, 
that) aware, knowing. 3 intentional. O con- 
sciously adverb. consciousness noun. 

m 1 alert, awake, aware, compos mentis, sensible, 

waking. 2 aware, formal cognizant, knowing. 3 

calculated, deliberate, intended, intentional, 

planned, premeditated, self-conscious, studied, 

voluntary, wilful. 


conscript verb /kan'skript/ summon for com- 
pulsory state (esp. military) service. onoun 
/'konskript/ conscripted person. o conscription 
noun. 


consecrate /‘konsikrert/ verb (-ting) 1 make 
or declare sacred; dedicate formally to religious 
purpose. 2 (+ #0) devote to (a purpose). 0 conse- 
cration noun. 


| m 1 bless, dedicate, devote, hallow, sanctify. 


consecutive /ken'sekjutiv/ adjective following 
continuously; in unbroken or logical order. 
o consecutively adverb. 
m continuous, following, one after the other, 
running (3 days running), sequential, succeeding, 
successive. 


consensus /kon'sensas/ noun (often + of) 
general agreement or opinion. 


consent /kan'sent/ verb (often + to) express will- 
ingness; give permission; agree. © moun agree- 
ment; permission. 

| m verb accede, acquiesce, agree, comply, 

concede, concur, conform, submit, yield; (consent 

to) see ALLOW 1. @ noun acquiescence, 

agreement, approval, assent, concurrence, 

imprimatur, permission, seal of approval. 


consequence /'konsikwens/ noun 1 result of 
what has gone before. 2 importance. 

m 1 aftermath, by-product, corollary, effect, end, 

follow-up, issue, outcome, repercussion, result, 

sequel, side effect, upshot. 2 account, concern, 

importance, moment, note, significance, value, 

weight. 


consequent /‘konsikwant/ adjective 1 that 
results. 2 (often + on, upon) following as con- 
sequence. o consequently adverb. 
| m consequential, ensuing, following, resultant, 
resulting, subsequent. 


consequential /konsi'kwenJ(e)l/ adjective 1 
resulting, esp. indirectly. 2 important. 


conservancy /ken'ss:vans!/ noun (plural-ies) 
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4 body controlling river, port, etc. 2 body con- 
cerned with preservation of natural resources, 
3 conservation; official preservation (of forests 
etc.). 


conservation /konso'verJ(9)n/ noun preserva- 
tion, esp. of natural environment. O conserva- 
tionist noun. 

m economy, husbandry, maintenance, 

management, preservation, protection, 

safeguarding, saving, upkeep. 

a conservationist ecologist, environmentalist, 

green. 


conservative /ken'ss:vativ/ adjective 1 averse 
to rapid change. 2 (of estimate) purposely low. 3 
(usually Conservative) of Conservative Party. 
@noun 1 conservative person. 2 (usually 
Conservative) member or supporter of Conser- 
vative Party. a Conservative Party political 
party promoting free enterprise. O conserva- 
tism noun. 
adjective 1 conventional, diehard, hidebound, 
moderate, narrow-minded, old-fashioned; 
reactionary, sober, traditional, unadventurous. 2 
cautious, moderate, reasonable, understated, 
unexaggerated. 3 colloquial Tory. © noun 1 
conformist, diehard, reactionary, traditionalist. 2 
colloquial Tory. 


conservatoire /ken'ss:vatwa:/ noun (usually 
European) school of music or other arts. 


conservatory /kən's3:vətərı/ noun (plural 
-ies) 1 greenhouse for tender plants. 2 esp. US 
conservatoire. 


conserve /kan'ss:v/ verb (-ving) preserve; keep 
from harm or damage. © noun /'konss:v/ fruit 
etc. preserved in sugar; fresh fruit jam. 

m verb be economical with, hold in reserve, keep, 

look after, maintain, preserve, protect, safeguard, 

save, store up, use sparingly. 


consider /kən'sıdə/ verb 1 contemplate; deliber- 
ate thoughtfully. 2 make allowance for; take into 
account. 3(+ that) have the opinion that. 4 regard 
as. 5 show consideration for. 6 (as considered 
adjective) (esp. of an opinion) formed after 
careful thought. 
m 1 chew over, cogitate, contemplate, deliberate, 
discuss, examine, meditate on, mull over, muse 
on, ponder, puzzle over, reflect on, ruminate on, 
study, think about, think over, turn over, colloquial 
weigh up. 3 believe, judge, reckon, think. 4 formal 
deem, judge, look upon as, rate, regard as, take to 
be, think. 


considerable adjective 1 a lot of. 2 notable, 
important. o considerably adverb. 

1 appreciable, big, biggish, comfortable, large, 

largish, noticeable, perceptible, reasonable, 

respectable, significant, sizeable, substantial, 

colloquial tidy (amouni), tolerable. 2 important, 

notable, noteworthy, significant, worthwhile. 


considerate /kon'siderat/ adjective giving 
thought to feelings or rights of others. a consid- 
erately adverb. 
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m accommodating, altruistic, attentive, caring, 
charitable, cooperative, friendly, generous, 
gracious, helpful, kind, kind-hearted, kindly, 
neighbourly, obliging, polite, sensitive, solicitous, 
sympathetic, tactful, thoughtful, unselfish. 


consideration /kensida'rers(a)n/ noun 41 
careful thought. 2 being considerate. 3 fact or 
thing taken into account. 4 compensation, 
payment. o take into consideration make allow- 
ance for. 


considering preposition in view of. 


consign /ken'sam/ verb (often + to) 1 commit; 
deliver. 2 send (goods etc.). cconsignee 
/kensar'ni:/ noun. consignor noun. 

m 1 commit, convey, deliver, devote, entrust, give, 

hand over, pass on, relegate, transfer. 2 convey, 

deliver, send, ship, transmit. 


consignment noun consigning; goods con- 
signed. 


a batch, cargo, delivery, load, lorry-load, 
shipment, van-load. 


consist /kan'sist/ verb 1 (+ of) be composed of. 
2 (+ in, of ) have its essential features in. 


a 1 (consist of ) be composed of, be made of, 
comprise, contain, embody, include, incorporate. 


consistency noun (plural -ies) 1 degree of 
density or firmness, esp. of thick liquids. 2 being 
consistent. 


consistent adjective 1 constant to same prin- 
ciples. 2 (usually + with) compatible. o consist- 
ently adverb : 
m 1 constant, dependable, faithful, predictable, 
regular, reliable, stable, steadfast, steady, 
unchanging, undeviating, unfailing, uniform, 
unvarying. 2 compatible, congruous, consonant, 
in accordance, in agreement, in harmony, ofa 
piece. 


consistory noun (plural -ies) RC Church 
council of cardinals. 


consolation /konse'lers(a)n/ noun 1 allevi- 
ation of grief or disappointment. 2 consoling 
person or thing. o consolation prize one given 
to competitor just failing to win main prize. 
Oconsolatory /kan'svl-/ adjective. 


console’ /ken'saul/ verb (-ling) bring consola- 
tion to. 


USAGE Console is often confused with condole. 
To condole with someone is to express sympathy 
with that person. 


a cheer, comfort, encourage, hearten, relieve, 
Solace, soothe, archaic or formal succour. 


console? /‘konsaul/ noun 1 panel for switches, 
controls, etc. 2 cabinet for television etc. 3 
cabinet with keys and stops of organ. 4 bracket 
Supporting shelf etc. 


consolidate /ken'splideit/ verb (-ting) 1 make 

or become strong or secure. 2 combine 
(territories, companies, debts, etc.) into one 
whole. o consolidation noun. 


consideration | constant 


| m 1 reinforce, stabilize, strengthen. 


consommé /kən'somer/ noun clear meat soup. 


consonance /'konsənəns/ noun agreement, 
harmony. 


Consonant oun 1 speech sound that forms syl- 
lable only in combination with vowel. 2 letter(s) 
representing this. © adjective (+ with, to) consist- 
ent with; in agreement or harmony with. o con- 
sonantal /-'næn-/ adjective. 


consort’ noun /"konso:t/ wife or husband, esp. 
of royalty. @verb /kan'so:t/ (usually + with, 
together) 1 keep company. 2 harmonize. 
m verb 1 (consort with) accompany, associate 
with, befriend, be friends with, be seen with, 
fraternize with, gang up with, keep company with, 
mix with. 


consort? /‘konso:t/ noun Music group of players 
or instruments. 


consortium /ken'so:ttam/ noun (plural -tia or 
-s) association, esp. of several business com- 
panies. 


conspicuous /ken'spikjuas/ adjective 1 clearly 
visible. 2 attracting attention. o conspicuously 
adverb. 
m apparent, blatant, clear, discernible, 
distinguished, dominant, eminent, evident, 
flagrant, glaring, impressive, manifest, marked, 
notable, noticeable, obtrusive, obvious, 
ostentatious, outstanding, patent, perceptible, 
plain, prominent, pronounced, self-evident, 
shining (example), showy, striking, unconcealed, 
unmistakable, visible. 


conspiracy /ken'spiresi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
act of conspiring. 2 plot. 

a 1 collusion, connivance, insider dealing, 

intrigue, machinations, treason. 2 cabal, slang 

frame-up, intrigue, plot, slang racket, scheme, 

stratagem. 


conspirator /kan'spireta/ noun person who 
takes part in conspiracy. o conspiratorial /-'to:-/ 
adjective. 


| m plotter, schemer, traitor. 


conspire /ken'spate/ verb (-ring) 1 combine 
secretly for unlawful or harmful purpose. 2 (of 
events) seemingly work together. 

u 1 bein league, collude, combine, connive, 

cooperate, hatch a plot, have designs, intrigue, 

plot, scheme. 


constable /‘kanstab(e)l/ noun 1 (also police 
constable) police officer of lowest rank. 2 gov- 
ernor of royal castle. a Chief Constable head of 
police force of county etc. 

constabulary /ken'stebjolert/ noun (plural 
-ies) police force. 

constancy /'konstansi/ noun dependability; 
faithfulness. 

constant adjective 1 continuous. 2 frequently 
occurring. 3 having constancy; unchanging. 
o noun Mathematics & Physics unvarying quan- 
tity. o constantly adverb. 


constellation | consumptive 


m adjective 1 ceaseless, chronic, consistent, 

continuous, endless, colloquial eternal, 

everlasting, incessant, never-ending, non-stop, 
| permanent, perpetual, persistent, relentless, 
stable, steady, sustained, unbroken, unending, 
uninterrupted, unremitting. 2 continual, frequent, 
regular, repeated. 3 dedicated, dependable, 
determined, devoted, faithful, firm, fixed, 
immutable, indefatigable, invariable, loyal, 
predictable, reliable, resolute, stationary, staunch, 
steadfast, tireless, true, trustworthy, archaic or 
joculartrusty, unchanging, unflagging, uniform, 
unswerving, unvarying, unwavering. 


constellation /konste'le1s(2)n/ noun group of 
fixed stars. 

consternation /konsta'ne1J(a)n/ moun amaze- 
ment, dismay. 

constipate /‘konstmpert/ verb (-ting) (esp. as 
constipated adjective) affect with constipation. 

constipation noun difficulty in emptying 
bowels. 

constituency /ken'stitjvensi/ noun (plural 
-ies) 1 body electing representative. 2 area rep- 
resented. 

constituent /ken'stitjuent/ adjective 1 making 
part of whole. 2 appointing; electing. © noun 1 
member of constituency. 2 component part. 

constitute /‘konstitju:t/ verb (-ting) 1 be 
essence or components of. 2 amount to. 3 estab- 
lish. 

m 1 compose, form, make up. 3 appoint, bring 

together, create, establish, form, found, 

inaugurate, make, set up. 


constitution /konstr'tju:[(e)n/ noun 1 com- 
position. 2 set of principles by which state etc. 
is governed. 3 person’s inherent state of health, 
strength, etc. 


constitutional adjective 1 ofor inline with the 
constitution. 2 inherent. © noun walk taken as 
exercise. 0 constitutionally adverb. 


constitutive /‘konstitju:trv/ adjective 1 able to 
form or appoint. 2 constituent. 

constrain /kan'strem/ verb 1 compel. 2 confine. 
3 (as constrained adjective) forced, embar- 
rassed. 


constraint zoun 1 compulsion. 2 restriction. 3 
self-control. 


constrict /ken'strikt/ verb make narrow or 
tight; compress. o constriction noun. constrict- 
ive adjective. 

constrictor noun 1 snake that kills by com- 
pressing. 2 muscle that contracts a part. 


construct verb /ken'strakt/ 1 fit together; 
build. 2 Geometry draw. @noun /'konstrakt/ 
thing constructed, esp. by the mind. ocon- 
structor /ken'strakta/ noun. 

m verb 1 assemble, build, create, engineer, erect, 

fabricate, fashion, fit together, form, knock 

together, make, manufacture, pitch (tenf), produce, 

put together, put up, set up. 


construction /ken'straks(a)n/ noun 1 con- 
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structing. 2 thing constructed. 3 syntactical 
arrangement. 4 interpretation. O construc- 
tional adjective. 

= 1 assembly, building, creation, erecting, 
erection, manufacture, production. 2 building, 
edifice, erection, structure. 


constructive /ken'straktiv/ adjective positive, 
helpful. o constructively adverb. 

m advantageous, beneficial, cooperative, creative, 

helpful, positive, practical, productive, useful, 

valuable, worthwhile. 


construe /ken'stru:/ verb (-strues, -strued, 
-struing) 1 interpret. 2 (often + with) combine 
(words) grammatically. 3 translate literally. 


consubstantiation /konsəbstænfr'erf(ə)n/ 
noun presence of Christ’s body and blood 
together with bread and wine in Eucharist. 

consul /'kvns(ə)l/ noun 1 official appointed by 
state to protect its interests and citizens in 
foreign city. 2 historical either of two annually 
elected magistrates in ancient Rome. o consular 
/-sjula/ adjective. 

consulate /‘konsjulet/ noun offices or position 
of consul. 

consult /ken'salt/ verb 1 seek information or 
advice from. 2 (often + with) refer to. 3 take into 
consideration. 

a 1, 2 confer with, discuss with, exchange views 

with, refer to, seek advice from, speak to, talk 

things over with. 


consultant /kan'salt(a)nt/ moun 1 person who 
gives professional advice. 2 senior medical spe- 
cialist. o consultancy noun. 

consultation /konsol'te1f(a)n/ noun (meeting 
for) consulting. 

consultative /ken'saltetiv/ adjective of or for 
consultation. 


consume /koen'sju:m/ verb (-ming) 1 eat or 
drink. 2 use up. 3 destroy. o consumable adjec- 
tive. 
m 1 devour, digest, drink, eat, gobble up, guzzle, 
put away, swallow. 2 absorb, deplete, drain, eat 
into, employ, exhaust, expend, swallow up, use UP, 
utilize. 


consumer noun user of product or service. 
o consumer goods goods for consumers, not for 
producing other goods. 


consumerism noun 1 protection or promotion 
of consumers’ interests. 2 (often derogatory) con- 
tinual increase in consumption. o consumerist 
adjective. 

consummate verb /‘konsamert/ (-ting) com- 
plete (esp. marriage by sexual intercourse). 
© adjective /kan'samit/ complete, perfect; fully 
skilled. o consummation /kpnse-/ noun. 

consumption /ken'samp/(e)n/ noun 1 con- 
suming, being consumed. 2 purchase and use of 
goods etc. 3 archaic tuberculosis of lungs. 

consumptive /ken'samptrv/ archaic adjective 
suffering or tending to suffer from tuberculosis. 
@ noun consumptive person. 
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cont. abbreviation continued. 


contact /‘kontekt/ noun 1 condition or state of 
touching, meeting, or communicating. 2 person 
who is, or may be, contacted for information etc. 
3 person likely to carry contagious disease 
through being near infected person. 4 connec- 
tion for passage of electric current. © verb get in 
touch with. o contact lens small lens placed on 
eyeball to correct vision. o contactable adjec- 
tive. 
a noun 1 communication, connection, join, 
junction, meeting, touch, union. © verb apply to, 
approach, call on, communicate with, correspond 
with, get hold of, get in touch with, make overtures 
to, notify, colloquial phone, ring, sound out, speak 
to, talk to, telephone, write to. 


contagion /kan'te1d3(2)n/ noun 1 spreading of 
disease by contact. 2 moral corruption. o conta- 
gious adjective. 


ua oO contagious catching, communicable, 
infectious, transmittable. 


contain /kan'tem/ verb 1 hold or be capable of 
holding within itself. 2 include, comprise. 3 
prevent from moving or extending. 4 control, 
restrain. 

a 1 accommodate, enclose, hold. 2 be composed 

of, comprise, consist of, embody, embrace, 

include, incorporate, involve. 3 see CONFINE verb 1. 

4 check, control, curb, hold back, keep back, limit, 

repress, restrain, stifle. 


container noun 1 box etc. for holding things. 2 
large metal box for transporting goods. 


| u 1 holder, receptacle, repository, vessel. 


containment /ken'temment/ noun action or 
policy of preventing expansion ofhostile country 
or influence. 


contaminate /kon'temmeit/ verb (-ting) 
pollute; infect. o contaminant noun. contam- 
ination noun. 

m adulterate, poetical befoul, corrupt, debase, 

defile, dirty, foul, infect, poison, pollute, soil, spoil, 

stain, sully, taint. 


contemplate /‘kontempleit/ verb (-ting) 1 
survey with eyes. 2 survey with mind; consider. 
3 regard as possible. 4 intend. o contemplation 
noun, 

u 1 eye, gaze at, look at, observe, regard, stare at, 

survey, view, watch. 2 cogitate, consider, 

daydream, deliberate, examine, meditate, mull 

Over, muse, ponder, reflect, ruminate, study, think 

(about), work out. 3 see ENVISAGE, EXPECT 1.4 

intend, plan, propose. 


contemplative /kən'templətıv/ adjective of or 
given to (esp. religious) contemplation. 

contemporaneous /kentempa'remies/ ad- 
Jective (usually + with) existing or occurring at 
same time. 

contemporary /kən'tempərərı/ adjective 1 
belonging to same time. 2 of same age. 3 modern 
in style or design. @ noun (plural -ies) contem- 
porary person or thing. 


cont. | contention 


m adjective 1 formal coeval, coexistent, 
coinciding, concurrent, contemporaneous, 
Simultaneous, synchronous. 2 formal coeval. 3 
current, fashionable, (the) latest, modern, newest, 
novel, present-day, topical, colloquial often 
derogatory trendy, up to date, colloquial with it. 

© noun formal coeval, peer. 


contempt /ken'tempt/ noun 1 feeling that 
person or thing deserves scorn or reproach. 2 
condition of being held in contempt. 3 (in full 
contempt of court) disobedience to or disrespect 
for court of law. o contemptible adjective. 
a 1 abhorrence, contumely, derision, detestation, 
disdain, disgust, dislike, disrespect, hatred, 
loathing, ridicule, scorn; ( feel contempt for) see 
DESPISE. O contemptible base, beneath contempt, 
despicable, detestable, discreditable, disgraceful, 
dishonourable, disreputable, hateful, ignominious, 
inferior, loathsome, low-down, mean, odious, 
pitiful, shabby, shameful, worthless, wretched. 


contemptuous adjective feeling or showing 
contempt. o contemptuously adverb. 

m arrogant, belittling, condescending, derisive, 
disdainful, dismissive, disrespectful, haughty, 
colloquial holier-than-thou, imperious, insolent, 
insulting, jeering, lofty, patronizing, sarcastic, 
scathing, scornful, sneering, snide, snobbish, 
colloquial snooty, slang snotty, supercilious, 
superior, withering; (be contemptuous of ) see 
DESPISE. 


contend /ken'tend/ verb 1 compete. 2 (usually 
+ with) argue. 3 (+ that) maintain that. o con- 
tender noun. 

u 1, 2 argue, compete, contest, cope, dispute, 

fight, grapple, oppose, quarrel, rival, strive, 

struggle, vie. 3 affirm, allege, argue, assert, claim, 

declare, maintain, plead. 


content! /ken'tent/ adjective 1 satisfied. 2 (+ to 
do) willing to. @verb make content; satisfy. 
@ noun contented state; satisfaction. o content- 
ment noun. : 

m adjective 1 see CONTENTED. 2 see WILLING 1. 

© verb see SATISFY 1,4. O0 contentment comfort, 

content, contentedness, ease, fulfilment, 

happiness, relaxation, satisfaction, serenity, 

smugness, tranquillity, well-being. 


content? /‘kontent/ noun 4 (usually in plural) 
what is contained, esp. in vessel, house, or book. 
2 amount contained. 3 substance of book etc. as 
opposed to form. 4 capacity, volume. 


m 1 (contents) constituents, elements, 
| ingredients, parts. 


contented /ken'tentid/ adjective happy, satis- 
fied. acontentedly adverb. contentedness 
noun. 

m cheerful, comfortable, complacent, content, 

fulfilled, gratified, happy, peaceful, pleased, 

relaxed, satisfied, serene, smiling, smug, 

uncomplaining, untroubled, well fed. 


contention /kən'tenf(ə)}n/ noun 1 dispute; 
rivalry. 2 point contended for in argument. 


contentious | contract 


contentious /kən'tenfəs/ adjective 1 quarrel- 
some. 2 likely to cause argument. 
contest noun /‘kontest/ 1 contending. 2 com- 
petition. @ verb /ken'test/ 1 dispute. 2 contend or 
compete for; compete in. ; 
n noun 1 see FIGHT noun 1. 2 see COMPETITION 2. 
@ verb 1 argue against, challenge, debate, 
dispute, doubt, oppose, query, question, resist. 2 
compete for, contend for, fight for, make a bid for, 
strive for, struggle for, take up the challenge of, vie 
for. 


contestant /kən'test(ə)nt/ noun person taking 
part in contest. 
į m candidate, competitor, contender, entrant, 


opponent, participant, player, rival. 


context /‘kontekst/ noun 1 what precedes and 
follows word or passage. 2 relevant circum- 
stances. o contextual /ken'tekstjual/ adjective. 
a background, circumstances, environment, 
frame of reference, framework, milieu, position, 
setting, situation, surroundings. 


contiguous /ken'tigjues/ adjective (usually + 
with, to) touching; in contact. 

continent! /‘kontment/ noun 1 any of the 
earth’s main continuous bodies of land. 2 (the 
Continent) the mainland of Europe. 


continent? /kontmont/ adjective 1 able to 
control bowels and bladder. 2 exercising esp. 
sexual self-restraint. 0 continence moun. 


continental /kontrnent(ə)l/ adjective of or 
characteristic ofa continent or (Continental) the 
Continent. o continental breakfast light break- 
fast of coffee, rolls, etc. continental quilt duvet. 
continental shelf shallow seabed bordering con- 
tinent. 


contingency /ken'tmd3ensi/ noun (plural 
-ies) 1 event that may or may not occur. 2 some- 
thing dependent on another uncertain event. 
contingent adjective 1 (usually + on, upon) con- 
ditional, dependent. 2 that may or may not occur. 
3 fortuitous. © noun 1 group (of troops, ships, 
etc.) forming part of larger group. 2 people 
sharing interest, origin, etc. 

continual /ken'tmjusl/ adjective frequently 
ee ee always happening. o continually 
adverb. , 


USAGE Continual means ‘happening frequently 
(but with breaks between each occurrence)’ 
while continuous means ‘uninterrupted, inces- 
sant’. 

m constant, colloquial eternal, everlasting, 
frequent, limitless, ongoing, perennial, colloquial 
perpetual, recurrent, regular, repeated. 


continuance /ken'tmjuens/ noun 1 continuing 
in existence or operation. 2 duration. 

continuation /kentmju'ers(e)n/ noun 4 con- 
tinuing, being continued. 2 thing that continues 
something else. 

m 1 continuance, extension, maintenance, 

prolongation, protraction, resumption. 2 addition, 

appendix, postscript, sequel, supplement. 
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continue /ken'tmju:/ verb (-ues, -ued, -uing) 1 
maintain. 2 resume. 3 prolong. 4 remain. 
u 1 carry on (with), go on (with), keep on (with), 
keep up, maintain, persevere with, persist in, 
proceed with, pursue, colloquial stick at, sustain. 
2 recommence, restart, resume. 3 extend, 
lengthen, prolong. 4 carry on, endure, last, linger, 
persist, remain, stay, survive. 


continuity /kontr'nju:1tt/ noun (plural -ies) 4 
being continuous. 2 logical sequence. 3 detailed 
scenario of film. 4 linkage of broadcast items. 


continuo /ken'tmjueu/ noun (plural -s) Music 
bass accompaniment played usually on key- 
board instrument. 

continuous /ken'tmjuas/ adjective connected 
without break; uninterrupted. o continuously 
adverb. 


USAGE See note at CONTINUAL. 

a ceaseless, constant, continuing, endless, 
incessant, interminable, lasting, never-ending, 
non-stop, permanent, persistent, relentless, 
round the clock, solid, sustained, unbroken, 
unceasing, unending, uninterrupted, unremitting. 


continuum /kən'tmjvəm/ noun (plural -nua) 
thing with continuous structure. 


contort /kan'to:t/ verb twist or force out of 
normal shape. o contortion noun. 


contortionist noun entertainer who adopts 
contorted postures. 


contour /‘kontua/ noun 1 outline. 2 (in full 
contour line) line on map joining points at same 
altitude. 


a 1 curve, form, outline, relief, shape. 


contraband /'kontrəbænd/ noun smuggled 
goods. © adjective forbidden to be imported or 
exported. 


contraception /kontra'seps(e)n/ noun use of 
contraceptives. 


contraceptive /kontra'septiv/ adjective pre- 
venting pregnancy. @ noun contraceptive device 
or drug. 
contract noun /‘kontrekt/ 1 written or spoken 
agreement, esp. one enforceable by law. 2 docu- 
ment recording it. @ verb /kən'trækt/ 1 make or 
become smaller. 2 (usually + with) make con- 
tract. 3 (often + out) arrange (work) to be done by 
contract. 4 become affected by (a disease). 5 incur 
(debt). 6 draw together. 7 shorten. o contract 
bridge type of bridge in which only tricks bid 
and won count towards game. contract in (or 
out) elect (not) to enter scheme etc. 
m noun 1 agreement, bargain, bond, commitment, 
compact, concordat, covenant, deal, indenture, 
lease, pact, settlement, treaty, understanding, 
undertaking. © verb 1 close up, condense, 
decrease, diminish, draw together, dwindle, fall 
away, lessen, narrow, reduce, shrink, shrivel, slim 
down, thin out, wither. 2 agree, arrange, close a 
deal, covenant, negotiate a deal, promise, sign an 
agreement, undertake. 4 acquire, become infe 
with, catch, develop, get, go down with. 
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contraction /ken'treks(e)n/ noun 1 con- 
tracting. 2 shortening of uterine muscles during 
childbirth. 3 shrinking; diminution. 4 shortened 
word. 


a 3 diminution, narrowing, shortening, shrinkage, 
| shrivelling. 4 abbreviation, diminutive. 


contractor /ken'trekte/ noun person who 
undertakes contract, esp. in building, engineer- 
ing, etc. 

contractual /ken'trektjual/ adjective of or in 
the nature ofa contract. 


contradict /kontre'dikt/ verb 1 deny; oppose 
verbally. 2 be at variance with. o contradiction 
noun. contradictory adjective. 
a 1 argue with, challenge, confute, controvert, 
deny, disagree with, dispute, gainsay, impugn, 
oppose, speak against. 0 contradictory 
antithetical, conflicting, contrary, different, 
discrepant, incompatible, inconsistent, 
irreconcilable, opposed, opposite. 


contradistinction /kontredis'tiyks(e)n/ 
noun distinction made by contrasting. 


contraflow /‘kontraflev/ moun transfer of 
traffic from usual half of road to lane(s) of other 
half. 


contralto /kon'treltau/ noun (plural -s) 1 
lowest female singing voice. 2 singer with this 
voice. 


contraption /kən'træpf(ə)n/ noun machine or 
device, esp. strange one. 

a apparatus, contrivance, device, gadget, 

invention, machine, mechanism. 


contrapuntal adjective 


[kontrə'pant(ə)l/ 
Music of or in counterpoint. 


contrariwise /kən'treərıwaız/ adverb 1 on the 
other hand. 2 in the opposite way. 


contrary /‘kontrari/ adjective 1 (usually + to) 
opposed in nature, tendency, or direction. 2 
/ken'treart/ perverse, self-willed. emoun (the 
contrary) the opposite. © adverb (+ to) in oppos- 
ition. o on the contrary the opposite is true. 
a adjective 1 adverse, conflicting, contradictory, 
converse, different, hostile, inimical, opposed, 
opposing, opposite, other, reverse, unfavourable. 
2 awkward, cantankerous, defiant, difficult, 
disobedient, disobliging, disruptive, intractable, 
obstinate, perverse, rebellious, colloquial stroppy, 
stubborn, subversive, uncooperative, unhelpful, 
wayward, wilful. 


contrast noun /‘kontra:st/ 1 comparison 
showing differences. 2 difference so revealed. 3 
(often + to) thing or person having different qual- 
ities. 4 degree of difference between tones in 
photograph or television picture. e@verb 
/ken'tra:st/ (often + with) 1 compare to reveal 
gels 2 show contrast. o contrasting adjec- 
ve. 
m noun 1,2 comparison, difference, 
differentiation, disparity, dissimilarity, distinction, 
divergence, opposition. 3 antithesis, foil, opposite. 
@ verb 1 compare, differentiate, discriminate, 


contraction | control 


distinguish, set against. 2 clash, conflict, differ, 
diverge; (contrast with) be set off by, set off, throw 
into relief. o contrasting see DISSIMILAR. 


contravene /kontre'vin/ verb (-ning) 1 in- 
fringe. 2 conflict with. o contravention /-'ven-/ 
noun. 


contretemps /‘kontrata -/ noun (plural same 
/-ta - z/) 1 unlucky accident. 2 unfortunate occur- 
rence, 


contribute /kan'tribju:t/ verb (ting) 1 (often + 
to) give jointly with others to common purpose. 
2 supply (article etc.) for publication with others. 
3 (+ to) help to bring about. o contribution 
/kontrr'bju:S(@)n/ noun. contributory adjective. 


USAGE Contribute is. often pronounced 
/‘kontribju:t/ (with the stress on the con-), but 
this is considered incorrect by some people. 


m 1 bestow, colloquial chip in, donate, slang fork 
out, furnish, give, present, provide, put up, 
subscribe, supply; (contribute to) see SUPPORT verb 
4. 3 (contribute to) see am verb 1. 0 contribution 
donation, fee, gift, grant, handout, help, input, 
offering, payment, sponsorship, subscription, 
support. 


contributor /kon'tribjute/ noun person who 
contributes (esp. to literary publication). 

m backer, benefactor, donor, giver, helper, patron, 
sponsor, subscriber, supporter; (contributor to 

journal, etc.) see WRITER. 


contrite /ken'trait/ adjective penitent, feeling 
guilt. a contritely adverb. contriteness noun. 
contrition /-'tr1J-/ noun. 


contrivance noun 1 something contrived, esp. 
device or plan. 2 act of contriving. 


contrive /ken'trarv/ verb (-ving) 1 devise, plan. 
2 (often + to do) manage. Oo contriver noun. 


contrived adjective artificial, forced. 


control /ken'traul/ noun 1 power of directing 
or restraining; self-restraint. 2 means of 
restraining or regulating. 3 (usually in plural) 
device to operate machine, vehicle, etc. 4 place 
where something is controlled or verified. 5 
standard of comparison for checking results of 
experiment. © verb (-Il-) 1 have control of. 2 regu- 
late. 3 hold in check. 4 verify. o in control (often 
+ of) in charge. out of control no longer manage- 
able. o controllable adjective. controllability 
noun. 
a noun 1 administration, authority, charge, 
command, direction, discipline, government, grip, 
guidance, influence, jurisdiction, leadership, 
management, mastery, orderliness, organization, 
oversight, power, regulation, restraint, rule, 
strictness, supervision, supremacy, sway. 2 
check, curb, restraint. 3 button, dial, handle, key, 
lever, switch. © verb 1, 2 administer, be atthe 
helm, be in charge, colloquial boss, command, 
conduct, cope with, deal with, direct, dominate, 
engineer, govern, guide, handle, lead, look after, 
manage, manipulate, order about, oversee, 
regiment, regulate, rule, run, superintend, 
supervise. 3 check, confine, contain, curb, hold 


controller | convertible 


| back, keep in check, master, repress, restrain, 
subdue, suppress. 


controller oun 1 person or thing that controls. 
2 person controlling expenditure. 
controversial /kontra'v3:S(e)l/ adjective 1 
causing or subject to controversy. 2 given to con- 
troversy. 
i m 1 arguable, contentious, controvertible, 
| debatable, disputable, doubtful, moot, polemical, 
problematical, provocative, questionable. 2 
| argumentative, contentious, disputatious, 
litigious, provocative. 


controversy /‘kontrevs:s!/ noun (plural -ies) 
dispute, argument. 
USAGE Controversy is often pronounced 
/ken'trovast/ (with the stress on the -trov-), but 
this is considered incorrect by some people. 
a altercation, argument, confrontation, 
contention, debate, disagreement, dispute, 
dissension, issue, polemic, quarrel, war of words, 
wrangle. 


controvert /kontre'vs:t/ verb dispute, deny. 
o controvertible adjective. 

contumely /‘kontju:mii, -tju:mli/ noun 1 
insult, rudeness. 2 disgrace. 

contuse /kan'tju:z/ verb (-sing) bruise. o con- 
tusion moun. 

conundrum /ke'nandrem/ noun 1 riddle. 2 
hard question. 

conurbation /kons:'berf(ə)n/ noun group of 
towns united by expansion. 

convalesce /konve'les/ verb (-cing) recover 
health after illness. 


m get better, improve, make progress, mend, 
recover, recuperate, regain strength. 


convalescent /konvə'les(ə)nt/ adjective 
recovering from illness. @ noun convalescent 
person. ū convalescence noun. 


m adjective healing, improving, on the mend, 
recovering, recuperating. 


convection /kən'vekf(ə)n/ noun heat transfer 
by upward movement of heated medium. 


convector /kən'vektə/ noun heating appliance 
that circulates warm air by convection. 


convene /kən'vi:n/-verb (-ning) 1 summon. 2 
assemble. 0 convener, convenor noun. 


| m 1 call, convoke, summon. 2 see GATHER verb 1. 


convenience /kan'vi:niens/ noun 1 state of 

being convenient; suitability. 2 advantage. 3 
useful thing. 4 public lavatory. o convenience 
food food needing little preparation. 


convenient adjective 1 serving one’s comfort 
or interests; suitable. 2 available or occurring at 
suitable time or place. 3 well situated. ao con- 
veniently adverb. 

u 1 appropriate, commodious, expedient, handy, 

helpful, labour-saving, neat, serviceable, suitable, 

usable, useful. 2, 3 accessible, at hand, available, 

handy, nearby, opportune, timely, well situated. 


158 


convent /'konv(ə)nt/ noun 1 religious commu- 
nity, esp. of nuns. 2 its house. 


convention /kən'venf(ə)n/ noun 1 general 
agreement on social behaviour etc. by implicit 
consent of majority; customary practice. 2 
assembly, conference. 3 agreement, treaty. 


@ 1 custom, etiquette, formality, matter of form, 
practice, rule, tradition. 2 see ASSEMBLY 2. 


conventional adjective 1 depending on or 
according with convention; customary. 2 (of 
person) bound by social conventions. 3 not spon- 
taneous, original, or sincere. 4 (of weapons etc.) 
non-nuclear. o conventionality /-'nzlitr/ noun. 
conventionally adverb. 
m 1 accepted, accustomed, commonplace, 
correct, customary, decorous, expected, formal, 
habitual, mainstream, ordinary, orthodox, 
prevalent, received, standard, traditional, usual. 2 
often derogatory bourgeois, conservative, formal, 
hidebound, reactionary, rigid, colloquial straight, 
stuffy. 3 insincere, pedestrian, run-of-the-mill, 
stereotyped, stock, unadventurous, 
unimaginative, unoriginal, unsurprising. 


converge /kan'v3:d3/ verb (-ging) 1 come 
together or towards same point. 2 (+ on, upon) 
approach from different directions. o conver- 
gence noun. convergent adjective. 

m 1 coincide, combine, come together, join, link up, 

meet, merge, unite. 


conversant /kan'vs:s(a)nt/ adjective (+ with) 
well acquainted with. 
conversation /konve'seis(a)n/ noun 1 
informal spoken communication. 2 instance of 
this. 
m 1 chat, literary colloquy, communication, 
dialogue, discourse, discussion, gossip, 
intercourse, talk. 2 chat, slang chinwag, literary 
colloquy, conference, dialogue, discourse, 
discussion, exchange of views, gossip, 
heart-to-heart, colloquial natter, powwow, talk, 
tête-à-tête. 


conversational adjective 4 of or in conversa- 
tion. 2 colloquial. o conversationally adverb. 


conversationalist noun person fond of or 
good at conversation. 


Converse] [kən'vs:s/ verb (-sing) (often + with) 


converse? /'konvs:s/ adjective opposite, con- 
trary, reversed. @ noun converse statement or 
proposition. o conversely adverb. 


conversion /kan'vs:{(a)n/ noun 1 converting, 
being converted. 2 converted (part of) building. 


convert verb /ken'vs:t/ 1 (usually + into) 
change. 2 cause (person) to change belief etc. 3 
change (money etc.) into different form or cur- 
rency etc. 4 alter (building) for new purpose. 5 
Rugby kick goal after (try). © noun /'konvs:t/ 
person converted, esp. to religious faith. 
m verb 1,4 see CHANGE verb 1. 2 convince, 
persuade, re-educate, win over. 


convertible /kan'vs:t1b(e)]/ adjective able to be 
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converted. © noun car with folding or detachable 
roof. 


convex < /‘konveks/ adjective curved like outside 
of sphere or circle. : 


convey /kən'ver/ verb 1 transport, carry. 2 com- 
municate (meaning etc.). 3 transfer by legal 
process. 4 transmit (sound etc.). 
a 1 bear, bring, carry, conduct, deliver, drive, 
export, ferry, fetch, forward, import, move, send, 
shift, ship, shuttle, take, taxi, transfer, transport. 2 
communicate, disclose, impart, imply, indicate, 
mean, reveal, signify, tell. 4 pass on, relay, send, 
transmit. 


conveyance noun 1 conveying, being con- 
veyed. 2 vehicle. 3 legal transfer of property. 4 
document effecting this. 


conveyancing noun branch of law dealing 
with transfer of property. 0 conveyancer noun. 


conveyor noun person or thing that conveys. 
u conveyor belt endless moving belt conveying 
articles in factory etc. 


convict verb /kan'vikt/ (often + of) prove or 
declare guilty. © noun /"konvikt/ esp. historical 
sentenced criminal. 


u verb condemn, declare guilty, prove guilty. 
@ noun condemned person, criminal, culprit, 
felon, malefactor, prisoner, wrongdoer. 


conviction /ken'vik(e)n/ noun 1 convicting, 
being convicted. 2 being convinced. 3 firm belief. 
m 2 assurance, certainty, confidence, firmness. 3 
belief, creed, faith, opinion, persuasion, position, 
principle, tenet, view. 


convince /ken'vms/ verb (-cing) firmly per- 
suade. o convincing adjective. convincingly 
adverb. 
m assure, bring round, convert, persuade, prove 
to, reassure, satisfy, sway, win over. 
O convincing see PERSUASIVE. 


convivial §/kon'vrviel/ adjective fond of 
company; sociable, lively. o conviviality /-‘zl-/ 
noun, 

convocation /konve'kelS(e)n/ noun 1 convok- 
ing. 2 large formal gathering. 

convoke /ken'vauk/ verb (-king) call together; 
summon to assemble. 

convoluted /konva'lu:tid/ adjective 1 coiled, 
twisted. 2 complex. 

convolution /konva'lu:{(e)n/ noun 1 coiling. 2 
coil, twist. 3 complexity. 

convolvulus /ken'volvjules/ noun (plural -es) 
twining plant, esp. bindweed. 
Convoy /‘konvo1/ noun group of ships, vehicles, 
etc. travelling together. o in convoy as a group. 
convulse /kan'vals/ verb (-sing) affect with con- 
vulsions. 

convulsion noun 1 (usually in plural) violent 
irregular motion of limbs or body caused by 
involuntary contraction of muscles. 2 violent 
disturbance. 3 (in plural) uncontrollable laugh- 


convex | co-op 


ter. cconvulsive adjective. 
adverb. 

m 1 attack, fit, paroxysm, seizure, spasm. 2 
disturbance, eruption, outburst, tremor, 
turbulence, upheaval. o convulsive jerky, 
shaking, spasmodic, twitchy, uncontrolled, 
uncoordinated, violent. 


convulsively 


cony /‘kauni/ noun (plural -ies) (also coney) 1 
rabbit. 2 its fur. 


coo noun soft murmuring sound as of doves. 
© verb (coos, cooed) emit coo. 

copse I'ku:i:/ interjection: used to attract atten- 
ion. 

cook /kuk/ verb 1 prepare (food) by heating. 2 
undergo cooking. 3 colloquial falsify (accounts 
etc.). @ noun person who cooks. o cookbook US 
cookery book. cooking apple one suitable for 
eating cooked. cook up colloquial concoct 
(scheme, story, etc.). o cooking noun. 


m verb 1 concoct, heat up, make, prepare, warm 
up. O cook up see PLOT verb 3. o cooking 
baking, catering, cookery, cuisine. 


cooker noun 1 appliance or vessel for cooking 
food. 2 fruit (esp. apple) suitable for cooking. 


cookery noun art of cooking. o cookery book 
book containing recipes. 


cookie /‘kuki/ noun US sweet biscuit. 


cool /ku:]/ adjective 1 of or at fairly low tem- 
perature. 2 suggesting or achieving coolness. 3 
calm. 4lacking enthusiasm. 5 unfriendly. 6 over- 
confident, audacious. 7 slang marvellous; fash- 
ionable. © noun 1 coolness. 2 cool place. 3 slang 
composure. © verb 1 (often + down, off) make or 
become cool. 2 calm; lessen (feelings etc.). 
o cool-headed calm; not easily excited. o coolly 
['ku:llr/ adverb. coolness noun. 
a adjective 1 chilled, chilly, cold, coldish, iced, 
refreshing, unheated. 3 calm, collected, 
composed, dignified, colloquial laid-back, 
level-headed, phlegmatic, quiet, relaxed, 
self-possessed, sensible, serene, unemotional, 
unexcited, unflustered, unruffled, urbane. 4 
apathetic, dispassionate, half-hearted, indifferent, 
lukewarm, negative, offhand, reserved, 
unconcerned, unemotional, unenthusiastic, 
uninvolved, unresponsive. 5 aloof, cold-blooded, 
cold-hearted, distant, frigid, offhand, reserved, 
stand-offish, unfriendly, unsociable, unwelcoming. 
6 see AUDACIOUS 1. 7 See EXCELLENT, TRENDY 
adjective. © verb 1 chill, freeze, ice, refrigerate. 2 
abate, allay, assuage, calm, diminish, lessen, 
moderate, quiet, temper. 


coolant noun cooling agent, esp. fluid. 

cooler noun 1 vessel in which thing is cooled. 2 
slang prison cell. 

coomb /ku:m/ noun (also combe) 1 valley on 
side of hill. 2 short valley running up from coast. 

coon /ku:n/ noun US racoon. 

coop /ku:p/ noun cage for keeping poultry. 
e verb (often + up, in) confine. 

co-op /'kəuop/ noun colloquial cooperative 
society or shop. 


cooper | cord 


cooper noun maker or repairer of casks and 
barrels. 


cooperate /kau'ppereit/ verb (also co-operate) 
(ting) (often + with) work or act together. 
o cooperation noun. 
m act in concert, collaborate, combine, conspire, 
help each other, join forces, colloquial pitch in, 
play along, colloquial play ball, pull together, 
support each other, unite, work as a team, work 
together. 0 cooperation assistance, 
collaboration, coordination, help, joint action, 
mutual support, teamwork. 


cooperative [kəv'npərətıv/ (also 
co-operative) adjective 1 willing to cooperate. 2 
based on cooperation. 3 (of business etc.) jointly 
owned and run by members, with profits shared. 
@ noun cooperative society or enterprise. 

m adjective 1 accommodating, comradely, 

constructive, hard-working, helpful, keen, 

obliging, supportive, united, willing. 2 collective, 

combined, communal, concerted, coordinated, 

corporate, joint, shared. 


co-opt /kau'ppt/ verb appoint to committee etc. 
by invitation of existing members. o co-option 
noun. co-optive adjective. 


coordinate (also co-ordinate) verb 
[kəv'a:dmert/ (-ting) 1 cause to work together 
efficiently. 2 work or act together effectively. 
© adjective /-nat/ equal in status. © noun /-not/ 1 
Mathematics each of set of quantities used to fix 
position of point, line, or plane. 2 (in plural) 
matching items of clothing. o coordination 
noun. coordinator noun. 


Coot /ku:t/ noun 1 black waterfowl with white 
horny plate on head. 2 colloquial stupid person. 


cop slang noun 1 police officer. 2 capture. © verb 
(-pp-) catch. o cop-out cowardly evasion. not 
much cop of little value or use. 


copal /"keup(e)l/ noun kind of resin used for 
varnish. 


copartner /kav'pa:tna/ noun partner, associ- 
ate. o copartnership noun. 


cope" verb (-ping) 1 manage. 2 (often + with) deal 
effectively or contend. 


m 1 colloquial get by, make do, manage, survive, 
win through. 2 (cope with) see ENDURE 2, MANAGE 
5. 


cope’ noun priest’s long cloaklike vestment. 
copeck /‘keupek/ noun. (also kopek, kopeck) 
hundredth of rouble. 


copier /'kopiə/ noun machine that copies (esp. 
documents). 


copilot /‘kaupailat/ noun second pilot in air- 


coping /‘keupm/ noun top (usually sloping) 
course of masonry in wall. g coping stone stone 
used in coping. 


copious ['Kəuprəs/ adjective 1 abundant. 2 pro- 
ducing much. o copiously adverb. copiousness 
noun. 


160 


u abundant, ample, bountiful, extravagant, 
generous, great, huge, inexhaustible, large, 
lavish, liberal, luxuriant, overflowing, plentiful, 
profuse, unsparing, unstinting. 


copper’ /'kopə/ noun 1 red-brown metal. 2 
(usually in plural) bronze coin, esp. one of little 
value. 3 large metal vessel for boiling laundry, 
@ adjective made of or coloured like copper. 
a copperplate 1 copper plate for engraving or 
etching. 2 print taken from it. 3 ornate sloping 
handwriting. 


copper. /‘kopa/ noun slang police officer. 


coppice /'kopis/ noun area of undergrowth and 
small trees. 


copse /kops/ noun small wood. 


copulate /‘kopjuleit/ verb (-ting) (often + with) 
(esp. of animals) have sexual intercourse. 
o copulation noun. 


copy /'kopi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 thing made to 
look like another. 2 specimen of book etc. 3 ma- 
terial to be printed, esp. regarded as good etc. 
reading matter. © verb (-ies, -ied) 1 make copy 
of. 2 imitate. o copy-typist typist working from 
document or recording. copywriter writer of 
copy, esp. for advertisements. 
a noun 1 carbon copy, colloquial clone, 
‘counterfeit, double, duplicate, facsimile, fake, 
forgery, imitation, likeness, model, pattern, 
photocopy, print, replica, representation, 
reproduction, tracing, transcript, twin, proprietary 
term Xerox. 2 edition, volume. © verb 1 borrow, 
counterfeit, colloquial crib, duplicate, emulate, 
follow, forge, imitate, photocopy, plagiarize, print, 
repeat, reproduce, simulate, transcribe. 2 see 
IMITATE verb 2. 


copyist /'kopust/ noun person who makes 
copies. 


copyright noun exclusive right to print, 
publish, perform, etc., material. © adjective pro- 
tected by copyright. © verb secure copyright for 
(material). 


coquette /ka'ket/ noun woman who flirts. 
O coquetry /‘kokitr1/ noun (plural-ies). coquet- 
tish adjective. 


coracle /‘korak(s)l/ noun small boat of wicker- 
work covered with waterproof material. 


coral /'kor(ə)l/ noun hard substance built up by 
marine polyps. © adjective of (red or pink colour 
of) coral. o coral island, reef one formed by 
growth of coral. 


cor anglais /ko:r 'ongler/ noun (plural cors 
anglais /ko:z/) woodwind instrument like oboe 
but lower in pitch. 


Corbel /'ka:b(e)l/ noun stone or timber projec- 
tion from wall, acting as supporting bracket. 


cord noun 1 thick string. 2 piece of this. 3 similar 
structure in body. 4 ribbed cloth, esp. corduroy. 
5 (in plural) corduroy trousers. 6 electric flex. 
© verb secure with cords. 

m noun 1, 2 cable, catgut, lace, line, rope, strand, 

String, twine. 6 cable, flex, line, wire. 
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cordial /‘ko:drel/ adjective 1 heartfelt. 2 friendly. 
o noun fruit-flavoured drink. a cordiality /-'zl-/ 
noun. cordially adverb. 


cordite /‘ko:dait/ noun smokeless explosive. 


cordless adjective (of electrical appliance, tele- 
phone, etc.) working without connection to 
mains supply or central unit. 


cordon /‘ko:d(@)n/ noun 1 line or circle of police 
etc. 2 ornamental cord or braid. 3 fruit tree 
trained to grow as single stem. © verb (often + 
off) enclose or separate with cordon of policeetc. 


n noun 1 line, ring, row. © verb (cordon off ) see 
ISOLATE 1,2. 


cordon bleu /ko:don 'bl3:/ adjective (of cooking) 
first-class. 


corduroy /‘ko:daro1/ noun 1 fabric with velvety 
ribs. 2 (in plural) corduroy trousers. 


core noun 1 horny central part of certain fruits, 
containing seeds. 2 centre or most important 
part. 3 part of nuclear reactor containing fissile 
material. 4 inner strand of electric cable. 5 piece 
of soft iron forming centre of magnet etc. © ver. 
(-ring) remove core from. . 

a noun 1 centre, heart, inside, kernel, middle. 2 

centre, crux, essence, gist, heart, kernel, slang 

nitty-gritty, nub, nucleus. 


co-respondenćt /kəurr'spond(ə)nt/ 


noun 
person cited in divorce case as having committed 
adultery with respondent. 


corgi /‘ko:g1/ noun ( plural -s) short-legged breed 
of dog. 


coriander /korr'ændə/ noun 1 aromatic plant. 
2 its seed, used as flavouring. 


cork noun 1 thick light bark of S. European oak. 
2 bottle-stopper made of cork etc. © verb (often + 
up) 1 stop, confine. 2 restrain (feelings etc.). 


| u noun 2 bung, plug, stopper. 


corkage noun charge made by restaurant etc. 
for serving customer’s own wine etc. 


corked adjective (of wine) spoilt by defective 
cork. 


corkscrew noun 1 spiral steel device for 
extracting corks from bottles. 2 thing with spiral 
shape. © verb move spirally. é 


corm noun swollen underground stem in certain 
plants, e.g. crocus. 


cormorant /‘ko:merent/ noun diving seabird 
with black plumage. 


corn’ noun 1 cereal before or after harvesting, 
esp. chief crop of a region. 2 grain or seed of 
cereal plant. 3 colloquial something corny. 
Ocorncob cylindrical centre of maize ear. corn- 
crake ground-nesting bird with harsh cry. corn 
dolly plaited straw figure. cornflakes breakfast 
cereal of toasted maize flakes. cornflour 
fine-ground maize flour. cornflower blue- 
flowered plant originally growing in cornfields. 
corn on the cob maize eaten from the corn cob. 


corn? noun small tender hard area of skin, esp. 
on toe. 


cordial | corporation 


cornea /‘ko:nto/ noun transparent circular part 
of front of eyeball. 


corned adjective preserved in salt or brine. 


cornelian /ko:'ni:lian/ noun (also carnelian 
[ka:-/) dull red variety of chalcedony. 


corner /'ko:nə/ noun 1 place where converging 
Sides, edges, streets, etc. meet. 2 recess formed 
by meeting of two internal sides of room, box, 
etc. 3 difficult or inescapable position. 4 remote 
or secluded place. 5 action or result of buying 
whole available stock ofa commodity. 6 Football 
& Hockey free kick or hit from corner of pitch. 
@ verb 1 force into difficult or inescapable posi- 
tion. 2 buy whole available stock of (commodity). 
3 dominate (market) in this way. 4 go round 
corner. oO cornerstone 1 stone in projecting 
angle of wall. 2 indispensable part or basis. 
a noun 1 bend, crossroad(s), intersection, 
junction, turn, turning. 2 angle, crook, joint, nook, 
recess. 4 hideaway, hiding place, hole, niche, nook, 
recess, retreat. @ verb 1 capture, catch, trap. 


cornet /‘ko:nit/ noun 1 brass instrument resem- 
bling trumpet. 2 conical wafer for holding ice 
cream. 

cornice /‘ko:nis/ noun ornamental moulding, 
esp. along top of internal wall. 

Cornish /'ko:n1f/ adjective of Cornwall. © noun 
Celtic language of Cornwall. a Cornish pasty 
pastry envelope containing meat and vegetables. 

cornucopia /ko:nju‘keupte/ noun horn over- 
flowing with flowers, fruit, etc., as symbol of 
plenty. 

corny adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 1 banal. 2 
feebly humorous. 3 sentimental. 

corolla /kə'rolə/ noun whorl of petals forming 
inner envelope of flower. 

corollary /ke'rolert/ noun (plural -ies) 1 pro- 
position that follows from one proved. 2 (often + 
of) natural consequence. 

corona /ka'raune/ noun (plural -nae /-ni:/) halo 
round sun or moon, esp. that seen in total eclipse 
of sun. 

coronary /‘koranari/ noun (plural -ies) coron- 
ary thrombosis. o coronary artery artery sup- 
plying blood to heart. coronary thrombosis 
blockage of coronary artery by blood clot. 


coronation /korə'nerf(ə)n/ moun ceremony of 
crowning sovereign. 


coroner /‘korena/ noun official holding inquest 
on deaths thought to be violent or accidental. 


coronet /‘koranit/ noun small crown. 

corpora plural of CORPUS. 

corporal! /‘ko:p(2)r(@)l/ noun army or air-force 
NCO next below sergeant. 

corporal? /‘ko:p(2)r(e)l/ adjective of human 
body. a corporal punishment physical punish- 
ment. 

corporate /‘ko:peret/ adjective of, being, or 
belonging to a corporation or group. 

corporation /ko:pe'rerf(8)n/ noun 1 group of 


corporative | corsair 


people authorized to act as individual, esp. in 
business. 2 civic authorities. 


| m 1 company, concern, enterprise, firm, 
| organization. 2 council, local government. 
corporative /'ko:pərətıv/ adjective 1 of cor- 


poration. 2 governed by or organized in corpora- 
tions. 


corporeal /ko:'po:riel/ adjective bodily, phys- 
ical, material. o corporeality /-‘zeliti/ noun. 


corps /ko:/ noun (plural same /ko:z/) 1 military 
unit with particular function. 2 organized group 
of people. 


corpse /ko:ps/ noun dead body. 


| m body, cadaver, carcass, mortal remains, 
remains, slang stiff. 


corpulent /‘ko:pjulent/ adjective fleshy; bulky. 
o corpulence noun. 


corpus /‘ko:pas/ noun (plural -pora j-pərə/) 
body or collection of writings, texts, etc. 


corpuscle /‘ko:pas(9)l/ noun minute body or 
cell in organism, esp. (in plural) red or white 
cells in blood of vertebrates. o corpuscular 
/-‘paskjule/ adjective. 


corral /ka'ra:]/ noun 1 US pen for horses, cattle, 
etc. 2 enclosure for capturing wild animals. 
© verb (-Il-) put or keep in corral. 


correct /ka'rekt/ adjective 1 true, accurate. 2 
proper, in accordance with taste, standards, etc. 
@ verb 1 set right. 2 mark errors in. 3 admonish. 
4 counteract. o correctly adverb. correctness 
noun. 

m adjective 1 accurate, authentic, confirmed, 
exact, factual, faithful, faultless, flawless, genuine, 
literal, precise, reliable, right, strict, true, truthful, 
verified. 2 acceptable, appropriate, fitting, just, 
normal, proper, regular, standard, suitable, tactful, 
unexceptionable, well mannered. © verb 1 adjust, 
alter, cure, debug, put right, rectify, redress, 
remedy, repair. 2 assess, mark. 3 see REPRIMAND 
verb. 


correction noun 1 correcting, being corrected. 
2 thing substituted for what is wrong. 


correctitude /ke'rektitju:d/ noun consciously 
correct behaviour. 


corrective adjective serving to correct or coun- 
teract. @ noun corrective measure or thing. 


correlate /‘koreleit/ verb (-ting) (usually + 
with, to) have or bring into mutual relation. 
@ noun either of two related or complementary 
things. o correlation noun. 


correlative /kə'relətıv/ adjective 1 (often + 
with, to) having a mutual relation. 2 (of words) 
corresponding and regularly used together. 
© noun correlative thing or word. 


correspond /kpr1'spond/ verb 1 (usually + fo) 
be similar or equivalent. 2 (usually + to, with) 
agree. 3 (usually + with) exchange letters. n cor- 
responding adjective. 
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u 1, 2 accord, agree, be congruous, be Consistent, 
coincide, concur, conform, correlate, fit, 
harmonize, match, parallel, square, tally. 3 
(correspond with) communicate with, send letters 
to, write to. 0 corresponding see EQUIVALENT 
adjective. 
correspondence moun 1 agreement or simi- 
larity. 2 (exchange of) letters. 0 correspond- 
ence course course of study conducted by post. 


a 2letters, memoranda, colloquial memos, 
| messages, notes, writings. 


correspondent noun 1 person who writes 
letter(s). 2 person employed to write or report for 
newspaper or broadcasting. 


| m 2 contributor, journalist, reporter, writer. 


corridor /‘kprido:/ noun 1 passage giving access 
into rooms. 2 passage in train giving access into 
compartments. 3 strip of territory of one state 
running through that of another. 4 route for air- 
craft over foreign country. 


l m 1 esp. US hall, hallway, passage, passageway. 


corrigendum /korrdzendəm/ noun (plural 
-da) error to be corrected. 

corrigible /‘korid3ib(2)l/ adjective able to be 
corrected. 

corroborate /ke'rvbereit/ verb (-ting) give 
support to; confirm. o corroboration noun. cor- 
roborative /-rativ/ adjective. corroboratory 
/-rat(e)rt1/ adjective. 

corrode /ka'raud/ verb (-ding) 1 wear away, esp. 
by chemical action; decay. 2 destroy gradually. 

u 1 consume, crumble, deteriorate, disintegrate, 

eat into, erode, oxidize, rot, rust, tarnish. 


corrosion /ke'rau3(e)n/ noun 1 corroding, 
being corroded. 2 corroded area. o corrosive 
|-stv/ adjective & noun. 

corrugate /'korəgert/ verb (-ting) (esp. as cor- 
rugated adjective) bend into wavy ridges. o cor- 
rugation noun. 

a (corrugated) creased, crinkly, fluted, furrowed, 

lined, puckered, ribbed, ridged, wrinkled. 


corrupt /ka'rapt/ adjective 1 influenced by or 
using bribery; dishonest. 2 immoral, wicked. 3 
(of computer files etc.) having errors or alter- 
ations. @ verb make or become corrupt. O cor- 
ruptible adjective. corruptibility noun. corrup- 
tion noun. corruptly adverb. 
m adjective 1 slang bent, bribable, criminal, 
colloquial crooked, dishonest, dishonourable, 
false, fraudulent, illegal, unethical, unprincipled, 
unscrupulous, untrustworthy, venal. 2 
debauched, decadent, degenerate, depraved, 
dirty, dissolute, evil, immoral, iniquitous, low, 
perverted, profligate, rotten, sinful, unsound, 
vicious, wicked. © verb bribe, debauch, deprave, 
colloquial fix, influence, lead astray, pervert, 
seduce, suborn, subvert. 


corsage /ko:'sa:3/ noun small bouquet worn by 
woman. 


corsair /ko:'sea/ noun 4 pirate ship. 2 pirate. 
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corset /‘ko:sit/ noun tight-fitting supporting 
undergarment worn esp. by women. u corsetry 
noun. 

cortege /ko:'ter3/ moun procession, esp. for 
funeral. 

cortex /‘ko:teks/ noun (plural -tices /-tisi:z/) 
outer part of organ, esp. brain. o cortical 
['ko:ttk(2)l/ adjective. 

cortisone /‘ko:trzaun/ noun hormone used in 
treating inflammation and allergy. 

coruscate /‘koraskeit/ verb 1 flash, sparkle. 2 
beshowy or brilliant. o coruscation /-'skerf(ə)n/ 
noun. : 

corvette /ko:'vet/ moun small naval escort- 
vessel. 

cos’ /kps/ noun crisp long-leaved lettuce. 

cos? /kpz/ abbreviation cosine. 

cosh colloquial noun heavy blunt weapon. 
overb hit with cosh. 

cosine /‘keusam/ noun ratio of side adjacent to 
acute angle (in right-angled triangle) to hypoten- 
use. 

cosmetic /koz'metık/ adjective 1 beautifying, 
enhancing. 2 superficially improving. 3 (of 
surgery etc.) restoring or enhancing normal 
appearance. ©Ənoun cosmetic preparation. 
o cosmetically adverb. 


| m noun (cosmetics) make-up, toiletries. 


cosmic /‘kozmtk/ adjective 1 of the cosmos. 2 of 
or for space travel. o cosmic rays high-energy 
radiations from outer space. 

cosmogony /koz'mvgənı/ noun (plural -ies) 
(theory about) origin of universe. 

cosmology /koz'moled31/ noun science or 
theory of universe. o cosmological /-mo'lod3-/ 
adjective. cosmologist noun. 

cosmonaut /‘kozmano:t/ moun Russian astro- 
naut. 

cosmopolitan /kozme'pnlit(e)n/ adjective 1 of 
or knowing all parts of world. 2 free from 
national limitations or prejudices. @noun 
cosmopolitan person. ocosmopolitanism 
noun. 


a adjective catholic, international, multicultural, 
sophisticated, universal, urbane. 


cosmos /‘kozmns/ noun universe as a well- 
ordered whole. 


Cossack /'kosæk/ noun member of S. Russian 
People famous as horsemen. 

cosset /‘knsit/ verb (-t-) pamper. 

cost verb ( past & past participle cost) 1 have as 
price. 2 involve as loss or sacrifice. 3 (past & past 
participle costed) fix or estimate cost of. © noun 
1 price. 2 loss, sacrifice. 3 (in plural) legal 
expenses. o cost-effective effective in relation 
to cost. cost of living cost of basic necessities of 
life. cost price price paid for thing by person 
who later sells it. 

m verb 1 be valued at, be worth, fetch, go for, 

realize, sell for, colloquial set one back. @ noun 1 

amount, charge, expenditure, expense, fare, 

figure, outlay, payment, price, rate, tariff, value. 


corset | cough 


costal /'kost(ə)l/ adjective of ribs. 


costermonger /‘kostamange/ noun pe 
who sells fruit etc. from parental ret 


costive /‘knstrv/ adjective constipated. 


costly adjective (-ier, -iest) costing much, 
expensive. oO costliness noun. 


costume [kostju:m/ noun 1 style of dress, esp. 
of particular place or period. 2 set of clothes. 3 
clothing for particular activity. 4 actor’s clothes 
for part. verb provide with costume. 
ū costume jewellery artificial jewellery. 

u formal apparel, attire, clothes, clothing, dress, 

fancy dress, garb, garments, colloquial get-up, 

livery, outfit, period dress, archaic raiment, robes, 

uniform, vestments. 


costumier /kos'tju:mre/ noun person who deals 
in or makes costumes. 

cosy /'kəvzı/ (US cozy) adjective (-ier, -iest) 
snug, comfortable. © noun (plural -ies) cover to 
keep teapot etc. hot. a cosily adverb. cosiness 
noun. 

u adjective comfortable, colloquial comfy, easy, 

homely, intimate, reassuring, relaxing, restful, 

secure, snug, soft, warm. 


cot noun 1 small high-sided bed for child etc. 2 
small light bed. o cot death unexplained death 
of sleeping baby. 

cote noun shelter for birds or animals. 

coterie /'kəvtərı/ noun exclusive group of 

- people sharing interests. 

cotoneaster /koteunrzste/ moun shrub 
bearing red or orange berries. 

cottage /‘kotid3/ noun small house, esp. in the 
country. o cottage cheese soft white lumpy 
cheese. cottage industry small business carried 
on at home. cottage ple shepherd's pie. 

cottager noun person who lives in cottage. 

cotter /‘kota/ noun (also cotter pin) wedge or 
pin for securing machine part such as bicycle 
pedal crank. 

cotton /'kot(ə)n/ noun 1 soft white fibrous sub- 
stance covering seeds of certain plants. 2 such a 
plant. 3 thread or cloth from this. o cotton on 
(often + to) colloquial begin to understand. 
cotton wool wadding originally made from raw 
cotton. 

cotyledon /kotrli:d(ə)n/ noun first leaf pro- 
duced by plant embryo. 

couch! /kaut// noun upholstered piece of furni- 
ture for several people; sofa. @ verb (+ in) express 
in (language of specified kind). O couch potato 
US slang person who likes lazing at home. 

couch? /ku:tJ/ noun (in full couch grass) kind 
of grass with long creeping roots. 

couchette /ku:'Jet/ noun 1 railway carriage 
with seats convertible into sleeping berths. 2 
berth in this. 

cougar /‘ku:ga/ noun US puma. 

cough /kof/ verb expel air from lungs with 
sudden sharp sound. @noun 1 (sound of) 
coughing. 2 condition of respiratory organs 


could | countersign 


causing coughing. 0 cough mixture medicine to 
relieve cough. cough up 1 eject with coughs. 2 
slang give (money, information, etc.) reluc- 
tantly. 

could past of can’. 

couldn't /'kud(ə)nt/ could not. 

coulomb /‘ku:lom/ noun SI unit of electrical 
charge. 

coulter /‘keulta/ noun (US colter) vertical blade 
in front of ploughshare. 

council /'kauns(ə)l/ noun 1 (meeting of) advis- 
ory, deliberative, or administrative body. 2 local 
administrative body of county, city, town, etc. 
o council flat, house one owned and let by local 
council. council tax local tax based on value of 
property and number of residents. 


u 1 assembly, committee, conclave, convention, 
convocation, corporation, gathering, meeting. 


councillor noun member of (esp. local) council. 


counsel /'kauns(ə)l/ noun 1 advice, esp. formal. 
2consultation. 3 (pluralsame) legal adviser, esp. 
barrister; group of these. @ verb (-ll-; US -I-) 
advise, esp. on personal problems. o counsellor 
(US counselor) noun. 


m noun 3 see LAWYER. © verb advise, discuss with, 
give help, guide. 


counselling /‘kauns(a)lm/ noun (US 

counseling) process in which esp. professional 
help is given for emotional or psychological 
problems. 


count! verb 1 find number of, esp. by assigning 
successive numerals. 2 repeat numbers in order. 
3 (+ in) include or be included in reckoning. 4 
consider to be. 5 have significance. enoun 1 
counting, reckoning. 2 total. 3 Law each charge 
in an indictment. ocountdown counting 
numbers backwards to zero, esp. before launch- 
ing rocket etc. count on rely on. count out 
exclude, disregard. 

m verb 1 add up, calculate, check, compute, 

enumerate, estimate, figure out, keep account of, 

notch up, number, reckon, score, total, tot up, work 

out. 5 be important, have significance, matter, 

signify. 0 count on see EXPECT 1. 


count! noun foreign noble corresponding to 
earl. 


countable /'kavntəb(ə)l/ adjective that can be 
counted. 


countenance /‘kauntmans/ noun 1 face or its 
expression. 2 composure. 3 moral support. 
© verb (-cing) support, approve. 
a noun 1 air, appearance, aspect, demeanour, 
expression, face, features, look, literary visage. 
@ verb see APPROVE 1. 


counter" nour 1 flat-topped fitment in shop etc. 
across which business is conducted. 2 small disc 
used for playing or scoring in board games, 
cards, etc. 3 device for counting things. 


| m 1 bar, table. 2 chip, disc, piece, token. 


counter” verb 1 oppose, contradict. 2 meet by 
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countermove. @adverb in opposite direction, 
@adjective opposite. @noun parry, counter- 
move. 


u verb answer, contradict, defend oneself against, 
hit back at, parry, react to, rebut, refute, reply to, 
resist, ward off. 


counteract /kaunte'rekt/ verb neutralize or 
hinder by contrary action. o counteraction 
noun. counteractive adjective. 

m act against, annul, be an antidote to, cancel out, 

counterbalance, fight against, foil, invalidate, 

militate against, negate, neutralize, offset, 

oppose, resist, thwart, withstand, work against. 


counter-attack verb & noun attack in reply to 
enemy’s attack. 

counterbalance noun weight or influence 
balancing another. © verb (-cing) act as counter- 
balance to. 


m verb balance, compensate for, counteract, 
counterpoise, counterweight, equalize. 


counter-clockwise adverb & adjective US 
anticlockwise. 
counter-espionage noun action taken 
against enemy spying. 
counterfeit /‘kauntefit/ adjective imitation; 
forged; not genuine. © noun forgery, imitation. 
verb imitate fraudulently; forge. o counter- 
feiter noun. 
m adjective artificial, bogus, copied, ersatz, fake, 
false, feigned, forged, fraudulent, imitation, 
make-believe, meretricious, pastiche, colloquial 
phoney, colloquial pretend, pseudo, sham, 
simulated, spurious, synthetic. © verb copy, fake, 
falsify, feign, forge, imitate, pretend, put on, sham, 
simulate. 


counterfoil noun part of cheque, receipt, etc. 
retained as record. 

counter-intelligence 
espionage. 

countermand /kaunta'ma:nd/ verb revoke; 
recall by contrary order. 

countermeasure noun action taken to coun- 
teract danger, threat, etc. 

countermove noun move or action in oppos- 
ition to another. 

counterpane noun bedspread. 

counterpart noun 1 person or thing equiva- 
lent or complementary to another. 2 duplicate. 

counterpoint noun 1 harmonious combina- 
tion of melodies in music. 2 melody combined 
with another. 3 contrasting argument, plot, liter- 
ary theme, etc. 

counterpoise noun 1 counterbalance. 2 state 
of equilibrium. @ verb (-sing) counterbalance. 

counter-productive adjective having oppos- 
ite of desired effect. 

counter-revolution noun revolution oppos- 
ing former one or reversing its results. 

countersign verb add confirming signature to. 
@ noun password spoken to person on guard. 


noun counter- 
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countersink verb (past & past participle 
-sunk) 1 shape (screw-hole) so that screw-head 
lies level with surface. 2 provide (screw) with 
countersunk hole. 

counter-tenor noun 1 male alto singing voice. 
2 singer with this. 

countervail /kaunte'verl/ verb 1 counterbal- 
ance. 2 oppose. 

counterweight 
weight. 

countess /‘kauntis/ noun 1 earl’s or count’s 
wife or widow. 2 woman with rank of earl or 
count. 

countless adjective too many to count. 

u endless, immeasurable, incalculable, infinite, 

innumerable, limitless, many, measureless, 

literary myriad, numberless, numerous, 

unnumbered, untold. 


noun counterbalancing 


countrified /‘kantrifaid/ adjective rustic. 


country /‘kantr1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 nation’s 
territory, state. 2 land of person’s birth or citi- 
zenship. 3 rural districts, as opposed to towns. 4 
region with regard to its aspect, associations, etc. 
5 national population, esp. as voters. o country 
and western type of folk music originated by 
southern US whites. country dance trad- 
itional dance. countryman, countrywoman 1 
person of one’s own country or district. 2 person 
living in rural area. countryside rural areas. 

u 1 commonwealth, domain, empire, kingdom, 

land, nation, power, principality, formal realm, 

state, territory. 3 countryside, provinces. 4 land, 

landscape, region, scenery, terrain, territory. 5 

nation, people, populace, population, public. 


county /‘kaunti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 territorial 
division of country, forming chief unit of local 
administration. 2 US political and administra- 
tive division of State. 3 people, esp. gentry, of 
county. o county council elected governing 
body of county. county court law court for civil 
cases. county town administrative capital of 
county. 


coup /ku:/ noun (plural -s /ku:z/) 1 successful 
stroke or move. 2 coup d’état. 

coup de grace /ku: də ‘gra:s/ noun finishing 
Stroke. [French] 

coup d'état /ku: der'ta:/ noun (plural coups 
d’étatsame pronunciation) sudden overthrow of 
government, esp. by force. [French] 

Coupé /'ku:per/ noun (US coupe /ku:p/) 
two-door car with hard roof and sloping back. 

Couple /'kap(ə)l/ noun 1 (about) two. 2 two 
People who are married or in a sexual relation- 
ship. 3 pair of partners in a dance etc. @ verb 
ling) 1 link, fasten, or associate together. 
2 copulate. 

u noun brace, duo, pair, twosome. © verb 1 

combine, connect, fasten, hitch, join, link, match, 

pair, unite, yoke. 2 see MATE verb. 


Couplet /‘kaplit/ noun two successive lines of 
rhyming verse. 


countersink | court 


coupling /kaplm/ noun link connecting 
railway carriages or parts of machinery. 


coupon /‘ku:pon/ noun ticket or form entitling 
holder to something. 


| m ticket, token, voucher. 


Courage /"karid3/ noun ability to disregard 
fear; bravery. O courageous [kə'rerdzəs/ adjec- 
tive. courageously adverb. : 

[e] audacity, boldness, slang bottle, bravery, 

daring, dauntlessness, determination, 

fearlessness, fibre, firmness, fortitude, gallantry, 
colloquial grit, colloquial guts, heroism, 
indomitability, intrepidity, mettle, nerve, pluck, 
prowess, resolution, spirit, colloquial spunk, 
stoicism, tenacity, valour, will-power. 

o courageous audacious, bold, brave, cool, 

daring, dauntless, determined, fearless, gallant, 

game, colloquial gutsy, heroic, indomitable, 
intrepid, lion-hearted, noble, plucky, resolute, 
spirited, stalwart, stoical, stout-hearted, tough, 
unafraid, uncomplaining, undaunted, unshrinking, 
valiant, valorous. 


courgette /kuə'zet/ noun small vegetable 
marrow. 


courier /‘kuria/ noun 1 person employed to 
guide and assist group of tourists. 2 special mes- 
senger. 


course /ko:s/ noun 1 onward movement or pro- 
gression. 2 direction taken. 3 line of conduct. 4 
series of lectures, lessons, etc. 5 each successive 
part of meal. 6 golf course, race-course, etc. 7 
sequence of medical treatment etc. 8 continuous 
line of masonry or bricks at one level of building. 
9 channel in which water flows. © verb (-sing) 1 
use hounds to hunt (esp. hares). 2 move or flow 
freely. in the course of during. of course nat- 
urally; as expected; admittedly. on, off course 
following or deviating from desired direction or 


m noun 1 advance, continuation, development, 
movement, passage, passing, progress, 
progression, succession. 2 circuit, direction, line, 
orbit, path, route, track, way. 4 curriculum, 
programme, schedule, sequence, series, syllabus. 


court /ko:t/ noun 1 number of houses enclosing 
a yard. 2 courtyard. 3 rectangular area for a 
game. 4 (in full court of law) judicial body 
hearing legal cases. 5 courtroom. 6 sovereign’s 
establishmentandretinue. @ verb1 pay amorous 
attention to; seek to win favour of. 2 try to win 
(fame etc.). 3 unwisely invite. acourt card 
playing card that is king, queen, or Jack. 
courthouse 1 building in which judicial court is 
held. 2 US county administrative offices. court 
martial (plural courts martial) judicial court of 
military officers. court-martial verb GI; US -l-) 
try by court martial. courtroom room in which 
court of law sits. court shoe woman’s light shoe 
with low-cut upper. courtyard space enclosed by 
walls or buildings. 
u noun 2 see COURTYARD. 4 historical assizes, bar, 
bench, law court, tribunal. 6 entourage, followers, 
palace, retinue, train. @ verb 1 colloquial date, go 
out with, make advances to, archaic make love to, 


courteous | cower 


| woo. 3 ask for, attract, invite, provoke, seek, solicit. 
o courtyard court, enclosure, forecourt, 
colloquial quad, quadrangle, yard. 


courteous /'ka:tias/ adjective polite, consider- 
ate. ucourteously adverb. courteousness 
noun. 3 

m civil, considerate, gentlemanly, ladylike, polite, 

respectful, urbane, well bred, well mannered. 


courtesan /ko:tr'zen/ noun literary prostitute, 
esp. one with wealthy or upper-class clients. 

courtesy /'ks:təsı/ noun (plural-ies) courteous 
behaviour or act. o by courtesy of with formal 
permission of. courtesy light light in car 
switched on when door is opened. 

courtier /‘ko:t1a/ noun person who attends sov- 
ereign’s court. 


m attendant, follower, lady, lord, noble, page, 
| steward. 


courtly adjective (-ier, -iest) dignified; refined in 
manners. O courtliness noun. 

courtship noun courting, wooing. 

couscous /‘ku:sku:s/ noun N. African dish of 
cracked wheat steamed over broth. 

cousin /'kaz(ə)n/ noun (also first cousin) child 
of one’s uncle or aunt. 

couture /ku:'tjue/ noun design and making of 
fashionable garments. 

couturier /ku:'tjuariet/ noun fashion designer. 


cove /kavv/ noun 1 small bay or inlet. 2sheltered 
recess. 


coven /‘kav(a)n/ noun assembly of witches. 


covenant /‘kavanent/ moun 1 agreement. 2 Law 
sealed contract. @ verb agree, esp. by legal coven- 
ant. 


Coventry /‘koventr1/ noun o send to Coventry 
refuse to associate with or speak to. 


cover /"kava/ verb 1 (often + with) protect or 
conceal with cloth, lid, etc. 2 extend over. 3 
clothe. 4 include; deal with. 5 (of sum) be large 
enough to meet (expense). 6 protect by insur- 
ance. 7 report on for newspaper, television, etc. 
8 travel (specified distance). 9 aim gun etc. at. 
10 protect by aiming gun. © noun 1 thing that 
covers, esp. lid, binding of book, wrapper, etc. 2 
(in plural) bedclothes. 3 shelter; protection. 4 
funds to meet liability or contingent loss. 5 
place-setting at table. u cover charge service 
charge per person in restaurant. cover note tem- 
porary certificate of insurance. cover up 1 cover 
completely. 2 conceal. cover-up noun concealing 
of facts. take cover find shelter. 
m verb 1 blot out, bury, camouflage, cap, carpet, 
cloak, clothe, cloud, coat, conceal, curtain, 
disguise, drape, encase, enclose, enshroud, 
envelop, hide, hood, mantle, mask, obscure, 
overlay, plaster, protect, screen, shade, sheathe, 
shield, shroud, surface, tile, veil, veneer, wrap up. 
2 extend over, lie over, overspread, Spread over, 
strew. 3 see CLOTHE 1. 4 comprise, contain, deal 
with, embrace, encompass, include, incorporate, 
involve, treat. 5 be enough for, match, meet, pay 
for, suffice for. @ noun 1 see COVERING; (cover for 
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jar) cap, lid, top; (book cover) binding, dust-jacket, 
jacket; (cover for papers) case, envelope, file, 
folder, portfolio, wrapper. 2 see BEDCLOTHES. 3 
camouflage, cloak, concealment, cover-up, 
deception, defence, disguise, façade, front, hiding 
place, mask, pretence, protection, refuge, 
sanctuary, screen, shelter, smokescreen, support. 


coverage noun 1 area or amount covered. 2 
reporting of events in newspaper etc. 


covering noun thing that covers, esp. blanket, 
quilt, or clothes. 

m blanket, canopy, cap, carpet, casing, cladding, 
cloak, coat, coating, cocoon, cover, crust, facing, 
film, incrustation, layer, lid, mantle, outside, pall, 
rind, roof, screen, sheath, sheet, shell, shield, 
shroud, skin, surface, tarpaulin, top, veil, veneer, 
wrapping. 


covering letter noun explanatory letter with 
other documents. 

coverlet /‘kavalit/ noun bedspread. 

covert /'kavat/ adjective secret, disguised. 
@ noun shelter, esp. thicket hiding game. o cov- 
ertly adverb. 

covet /‘kavit/ verb (-t-) desire greatly (esp. thing 
belonging to another person). ccovetable 
adjective. 

covetous /‘kavites/ adjective 1  coveting; 
greatly desiring. 2 greedy for possessions. 
o covetousness oun. 


covey /'kavi/ noun (plural -s) 1 brood of par- 
tridges. 2 family, set. 


coving /‘kauvin/ noun curved surface at junc- 
tion of wall and ceiling. 


cow’ /kau/ noun 1 fully grown female of esp. 
domestic bovine animal. 2 female of elephant, 
rhinoceros, whale, seal, etc. ocowboy 1 
(feminine cowgirl) person who tends cattle, esp. 
in western US. 2 colloquial unscrupulous or 
incompetent business person. cowherd person 
who tends cattle. cowhide (leather made from) 
cow’s hide. cow-pat round flat piece of cow-dung. 
cowpox disease of cows, source of smallpox 
vaccine. 


cow? /kau/ verb intimidate. 


coward /'kavad/ noun person easily frightened. 
o cowardly adjective. cowardliness noun. 

m colloquial chicken, colloquial wimp. 

O cowardly abject, afraid, base, chicken-hearted, 

cowering, craven, dastardly, faint-hearted, fearful, 

frightened, colloquial gutless, lily-livered, formal 

pusillanimous, spineless, submissive, timid, 

timorous, unchivalrous, ungallant, unheroic, 

colloquial wimpish, colloquial yellow. 


cowardice /‘kauvadis/ moun lack of bravery. 


m cowardliness, faint-heartedness, fear, slang 
funk, spinelessness, timidity. 


cower [kava] verb crouch or shrink back in 
ear. 


a cringe, crouch, flinch, grovel, hide, quail, shiver, 
shrink, skulk, tremble. 


167 


cowl /kaul/ noun 1 (hood of) monk's cloak. 2 
(also cowling) hood-shaped covering of chimney 
or shaft. a cowl neck wide loose roll neck on 
garment. 


cowrie /‘kauri/ noun 1 tropical mollusc with 
bright shell. 2 its shell as money in parts of Asia 
etc. 


cowslip /‘kauslip/ moun  yellow-flowered 
primula growing in pastures etc. 


cox moun coxswain. © verb act as cox (of). 


coxcomb /‘kokskeum/ noun conceited showy 
person. 


coxswain /'koks(ə)n/ moun person who steers 
esp. rowing boat. 


coy adjective 1 affectedly shy. 2 irritatingly reti- 
cent. o coyly adverb. coyness noun. 

a 1 arch, bashful, coquettish, demure, diffident, 

embarrassed, modest, reserved, retiring, 

self-conscious, sheepish, shy, timid. 2 evasive, 

hesitant, reserved, reticent, unforthcoming. 


coyote /kor'auti/ noun (plural same or -s) N. 
American wild dog. 


coypu /‘korpu:/ noun (plural -s) amphibious 
rodent like small beaver, originally from S. 
America. 


cozen /'kaz(ə)n/ verb literary 1 cheat, defraud. 2 
beguile. 


cozy US = cosy. 


crab noun 1 shellfish with 10 legs. 2 this as food. 
3 (in full crab-louse) (often in plural) parasite 
infesting human body. © verb (-bb-) colloquial 1 
criticize; grumble. 2 spoil. o catch a crab (in 
rowing) get oar jammed under water; miss water. 
crab-apple 1 wild apple tree. 2 its sour fruit. 


crabbed /kreebid/ adjective 1 crabby. 2 (of 
handwriting) ill-formed, illegible. 


crabby adjective (-ier, -iest) morose, irritable. 
a crabbily adverb. 


crabwise /'kræbwarz/ adverb & adjective (of 
movement) sideways like a crab. 


crack noun 1 sudden sharp noise. 2 sharp blow. 
3 narrow opening; break or split. 4 colloquial 
joke; malicious remark. 5 sudden change in 
vocal pitch. 6 colloquial attempt. 7 slang crystal- 
line cocaine. © verb 1 (cause to) make crack. 2 
suffer crack or partial break. 3 (of voice) change 
pitch sharply. 4 tell (joke). 5 open (bottle of wine 
etc.). 6 break into (safe). 7 find solution to 
(problem). 8 give way; yield. 9 hit sharply. 10 (as 
cracked adjective) crazy. 11 (as cracked 
adjective) (of wheat) coarsely broken. © adjective 
excellent; first-rate. ocrack-brained crazy. 
crackdown colloquial severe measures (esp. 
against lawbreakers). crack down on colloquial 
take severe measures against. crack of dawn 
daybreak. crackpot colloguial eccentric or 
impractical person. crack up colloquial collapse 
under strain. get cracking colloquial begin 
promptly and vigorously. 


cowl | cramped 


m noun 3 breach, break, chink, chip, cleavage, 

cleft, cranny, crevice, fissure, flaw, fracture, gap, 
opening, rift, rupture, slit, split. 4 see JOKE noun 1. 
© verb 2 break, chip, fracture, snap, splinter, split. 
9 see HIT verb 1. 0 crack up see DISINTEGRATE 1. 


cracker noun 1 small paper cylinder containing 
paper hat, joke, etc., exploding with crack when 
ends are pulled. 2 explosive firework. 3 thin crisp 
savoury biscuit. 

crackers adjective slang crazy. 


cracking /‘kreekm/ adjective slang 1 excellent. 
2 fast and exciting. 


crackle /'kræk(ə)l/ verb (-ling) make repeated 
light cracking sound. @noun such a sound. 
a crackly adjective. 


crackling noun crisp skin of roast pork. 
cracknel /'krækn(ə)l/ noun light crisp biscuit. 


cradle /'krerd(ə)l/ noun 1 baby’s bed, esp. on 
rockers. 2 place regarded as origin of something. 
3 supporting framework or structure. © verb 
(-ling) contain or shelter as in cradle. 


craft /kra:ft/ noun 1 special skill or technique. 2 
occupation needing this. 3 (plural same) boat, 
vessel, aircraft, or spacecraft. 4 cunning. @ verb 
make using skill. 

u noun 1 art, craftsmanship, handicraft, skill, 
technique. 2 job, occupation, trade, vocation. 4 
see CUNNING NOUN 2. © verb see MAKE verb 1. 


craftsman /‘kra:ftsmen/ moun (feminine 
craftswoman) person who practises a craft. 
o craftsmanship noun. 

a o craftsmanship art, artistry, cleverness, craft, 

dexterity, expertise, handiwork, knack, know-how, 

skill, workmanship. 


crafty adjective (-ier, -iest) cunning, artful. 
Ucraftily adverb. craftiness noun. 

m artful, astute, calculating, canny, cheating, 
clever, conniving, cunning, deceitful, designing, 
devious, colloquial dodgy, foxy, furtive, guileful, 
ingenious, knowing, machiavellian, manipulative, 
scheming, colloquial shifty, shrewd, sly, sneaky, 
tricky, wily. 


crag noun steep rugged rock. 


craggy adjective (-ier, -iest) rugged; rough- 
textured. 


| m jagged, rocky, rough, rugged, steep, uneven. 


cram verb (-mm-) 1 fill to bursting. 2 (often + in, 
into) force. 3 study or teach intensively for exam. 
u 1,2 compress, crowd, crush, fill, force, jam, 
overcrowd, overfill, pack, press, squeeze, stuff. 3 
see STUDY Verb 3. 


crammer noun institution that crams pupils 
for exam. 

cramp noun painful involuntary contraction of 
muscles. @ verb 1 affect with cramp. 2 restrict, 
confine. 

cramped adjective 1 (of space) small. 2 (of 
handwriting) small and with the letters close 
together. 


crampon | cream 


u 1 close, crowded, narrow, restricted, tight, 
uncomfortable. 


crampon /‘krempon/ noun spiked iron plate 
fixed to boot for climbing on ice. 

cranberry /‘krenbert/ noun (plural -ies) 
(shrub bearing) small red acid berry. 

crane noun 1 machine with projecting arm for 
moving heavy weights. 2 large long-legged 
wading bird. © verb (-ning) stretch (one’s neck) 
in order to see something. ocrane-fly 
two-winged long-legged fly. cranesbill kind of 
wild geranium. 


| m noun 1 davit, derrick, hoist. 


cranium /‘kremiem/ noun (plural -s or -nia) 
bones enclosing brain; skull. o cranial adjective. 


crank noun 1 part of axle or shaft bent at right 
angles for converting rotary into reciprocal 
motion or vice versa. 2 eccentric person. © verb 
turn with crank. o crankpin pin attaching con- 
necting rod to crank. crankshaft shaft driven by 
crank. crank up start (engine) by turning crank. 


cranky adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 eccentric. 2 shaky. 
3 esp. US crotchety. 


cranny /‘kreni/ noun (plural -ies) chink, 
crevice. 


crape noun crèpe, usually of black silk, formerly 
used for mourning. 


Craps plural noun (also crap game) US gam- 
bling game played with dice. 

crapulent /'kræpjulənt/ adjective suffering the 
effects of drunkenness. Ocrapulence noun. 
crapulous adjective. 


crash verb 1 (cause to) make loud smashing 
noise. 2 (often + into) (cause to) collide or fall 
violently. 3 fail, esp. financially. 4 (of computer, 
system, etc.) fail suddenly. 5 colloquial gate- 
crash. 6 (often + out) slang fall asleep; sleep. 
@noun 1 sudden violent noise. 2 violent fall or 
impact, esp. of vehicle. 3 ruin, esp. financial. 4 
sudden collapse, esp. of computer, system, etc. 
@ adjective done rapidly or urgently. ocrash 
barrier barrier to prevent car leaving road. 
crash-dive © verb 1 (of submarine) dive hastily 
and steeply. 2 (ofaircraft) dive and crash. © noun 
sucha dive. crash helmet helmet worn to protect 
head. crash-land land or cause (aircraft etc.) to 
land with crash. crash landing instance of 
landing with crash. 
m verb 2 bump, collapse, collide, crash-dive, dive, 
fall, knock, lurch, pitch, plummet, plunge, smash, 
topple; (crash into) see HIT verb 2. 3, 4 see FAIL 
verb 1,2;7. @ noun 1 bang, boom, clash, explosion. 
2 accident, bump, collision, derailment, disaster, 
impact, knock, colloquial pile-up, smash, wreck. 3 
collapse, failure, fall. 


Crass adjective 1 grossly stupid. 2 insensitive. 
Ocrassly adverb. crassness noun. 
crate noun 1 slatted wooden case. 2 slang old 
aircraft, car, etc. @ verb (-ting) pack in crate. 
m noun 1 box, carton, case, tea chest. 


crater /‘kreita/ noun 1 mouth of volcano. 2 
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bowl-shaped cavity, esp. hollow on surface of 
moon etc. 


| a 2 cavity, hole, hollow, opening, pit. 


cravat /kra'vet/ noun man’s scarf worn inside 
open-necked shirt. 


crave verb (-ving) (often + for) long or beg for. 


craven /‘krerv(e)n/ adjective cowardly; abject. 
o cravenly adverb. cravenness noun. 


craving noun strong desire, longing. 
craw noun crop of bird or insect. 


crawfish noun (plural same) large spiny 
sea-lobster. 


crawl verb 1 move slowly, esp. on hands and 
knees or with body close to ground. 2 colloquial 
behave obsequiously. 3 (often + with) be filled 
with moving people or things. 4 (esp. of skin) 
creep. © noun 1 crawling motion. 2 slow rate of 
motion. 3 fast swimming stroke. ocrawler 
noun. 

verb 1 creep, slither, squirm, worm, wriggle. 2 

cringe, fawn, flatter, grovel, colloquial suck up, 

toady. 


crayfish /‘krerfif/ noun .(plural same) 1 
lobster-like freshwater crustacean. 2 crawfish. 


crayon /‘kretan/ noun stick or pencil of coloured 
wax, chalk, etc. overb draw or colour with 
crayons. 

craze verb (-zing) 1 (usually as crazed adjective) 
make insane. 2 produce fine surface cracks on. 3 
develop such cracks. © noun 1 usually tempor- 
ary enthusiasm. 2 object of this. 

a noun 1 diversion, enthusiasm, fad, fashion, 

mania, novelty, obsession, passion, pastime, 

rage, colloquial thing, trend, vogue. 


crazy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 insane, mad. 2 
foolish. 3 (usually + about) colloquial extremely 
enthusiastic. o crazy paving paving made of 
irregular pieces. o crazily adverb. 

m 1 berserk, confused, crazed, delirious, 

demented, deranged, frantic, frenzied, hysterical, 

insane, lunatic, mad, slang potty, unbalanced, 
unhinged, wild. 2 absurd, daft, eccentric, farcical, 
foolish, idiotic, ill-considered, illogical, 
impractical, irrational, ludicrous, ridiculous, 
senseless, silly, stupid, unrealistic, unreasonable, 
unwise, slang wacky, zany. 


creak noun harsh scraping or squeaking sound. 
verb 1 emit creak. 2 move stiffly. o creaky 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 


cream noun 1 fatty part of milk. 2 its 
yellowish-white colour. 3 food or drink like or 
made with cream. 4 creamlike cosmetic etc. 5 
(usually after the) best part or pick of something. 
© verb‘ take cream from. 2make creamy. 3 form 
cream or scum. @adjective yellowish-white. 
O cream cheese soft rich cheese made of cream 
and unskimmed milk. cream cracker crisp 
unsweetened biscuit. cream off remove best part 
of. cream of tartar purified tartar, used in medi- 
cine, baking powder, etc. cream tea afternoon 
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tea with scones, jam, and cream. O creamy 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 


a o creamy milky, oily, rich, smooth, thick, 
velvety. 


creamer noun 1 cream substitute for use in 
coffee. 2 jug for cream. 


creamery noun (plural -ies) 1 factory produ- 
cing dairy products. 2 dairy. 


crease /kri:s/ zoun 1 line made by folding or 
crushing. 2 Cricket line defining position of 
bowler or batsman. © verb(-sing) 1 make creases 
in. 2 develop creases. 

m noun 1 corrugation, crinkle, fold, furrow, groove, 

line, pleat, pucker, ridge, ruck, tuck, wrinkle. 

© verb crimp, crinkle, crumple, crush, fold, furrow, 

pleat, pucker, ridge, ruck, rumple, wrinkle. 


create /kri:'ert/ verb (-ting) 1 bring into exist- 
ence; originate. 2 invest with rank. 3 slang make 
fuss. 
1 literary beget, begin, breed, bring about, bring 
into being, build, cause, compose, conceive, 
concoct, constitute, construct, design, devise, 
dream up, engender, engineer, establish, father, 
forge, form, found, generate, give rise to, hatch, 
imagine, institute, invent, make (up), manufacture, 
occasion, originate, produce, set up, shape, sire, 
colloquial think up. 


creation /kri:'e1J(a)n/ noun 1 creating, being 
created. 2 (usually the Creation) God's creating 
of the universe. 3 (usually Creation) all created 
things. 4 product of imaginative work. 
a 1 beginning, birth, building, conception, 
constitution, construction, establishing, 
formation, foundation, generation, genesis, 
inception, institution, making, origin, procreation, 
production, shaping. 4 achievement, colloquial 
brainchild, concept, colloquial effort, handiwork, 
invention, product, work of art. 


creative /kri:‘ertrv/ adjective inventive, im- 
aginative. o creatively adverb. creativity /-'trv-/ 
noun. 

u artistic, clever, fecund, fertile, imaginative, 

ingenious, inspired, inventive, original, positive, 

productive, resourceful, talented. 


creator /kri:'eita/ noun 1 person who creates. 2 
(the Creator) God. 

E 1 architect, author, literary begetter, builder, 

composer, designer, deviser, discoverer, initiator, 

inventor, maker, manufacturer, originator, parent, 

producer. 


creature /'kri:tfə/ moun 1 living being, esp. 
animal. 2 person, esp. one in subservient pos- 
ition. 3 anything created. 


@ 1 animal, beast, being, brute, mortal being, 
organism. 


crèche /kref/ noun day nursery. 
credence /‘kri:d(e)ns/ noun belief. 


credentials /kri'denJ(9)lz/ plural noun docu- 
ments attesting to person’s education, character, 
etc. 


creamer | creep 


a authorization, documents, identity card, 
licence, passport, permit, proof of identity, 
warrant. 


credible /‘kredib(2)l/ adjective believable; 
worthy of belief. o credibility noun. 


USAGE Credible is sometimes confused with 
credulous, which means ‘gullible’. 

believable, conceivable, convincing, 
imaginable, likely, persuasive, plausible, 
possible, reasonable, tenable, thinkable, 
trustworthy. 


credit /‘kredit/ noun 1 belief, trust. 2 good repu- 
tation. 3 person's financial standing. 4 power to 
obtain goods before payment. 5 acknowledge- 
ment of payment by entry in account. 6 sum 
entered. 7 acknowledgement of merit or (usually 
in plural) of contributor’s services to film, book, 
etc. 8 grade above pass in exam. 9 educational 
course counting towards degree. @ verb (-t-) 1 
believe. 2 (usually + to, with) enter on credit side 
of account. o credit card card authorizing pur- 
chase of goods on credit. credit (person) with 
ascribe to him or her. credit rating estimate of 
person’s suitability for commercial credit. 
creditworthy suitable to receive credit. on 
credit with arrangement to pay later. to one’s 
credit in one’s favour. 
u noun 2 approval, commendation, distinction, 
esteem, fame, glory, honour, colloquial kudos, 
merit, praise, prestige, recognition, reputation, 
status, tribute. © verb 1 accept, believe, slang buy, 
count on, depend on, have faith in, reckon on, rely 
on, subscribe to, swallow, colloquial swear by, 
trust. 2 add, enter. Oo credit with ascribe to, 
attribute to. 


creditable adjective praiseworthy. O credit- 
ably adverb. 


m admirable, commendable, estimable, good, 
honourable, laudable, meritorious, praiseworthy, 
respectable, well thought of, worthy. 


creditor noun person to whom debt is owing. 

credo /‘kri:dau/ noun (plural -s) creed. 

credulous /‘kredjules/ adjective too ready to 
believe; gullible. o credulity /krr'dju:-/ moun. 
USAGE Credulous is sometimes confused with 
credible, which means ‘believable’. 

easily taken in, green, gullible, naive, soft, 

trusting, unsuspecting. 


creed noun 1 set of beliefs; system of beliefs. 2 
(often the Creed) formal summary of Christian 
doctrine. 


m 1 belief, conviction, doctrine, dogma, faith, 
| principle, teaching, tenet. 


creek noun 1 inlet on sea-coast. 2 arm of river; 
stream. 


| 1 bay, cove, estuary, harbour, inlet. 
creel żoun fisherman's wicker basket. 


creep verb (past & past participle crept) 1 crawl. 
2movestealthily, timidly, or slowly. 3 colloquial 


creeper | criminal 


act obsequiously. 4 (of plant) grow along ground 
or up wall etc. 5 advance or develop gradually. 6 
(of flesh) shudder with horror etc. © noun 1 act 
of creeping. 2 (the creeps) colloquial feeling of 
revulsion or fear. 3 slang unpleasant person. 4 
gradual change in shape of metal under stress. 

u verb 1 crawl, slither, worm, wriggle, writhe. 2 
crawl, edge, inch, colloquial pussyfoot, slink, slip, 
sneak, steal, tiptoe. 


creeper noun creeping or climbing plant. 


creepy adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial feeling or 
causing horror or fear. 0 creepy-crawly (plural 
-crawlies) small crawling insect etc. o creepily 
adverb. 

u disturbing, eerie, frightening, ghostly, 

hair-raising, macabre, ominous, colloquial scary, 

sinister, spine-chilling, colloquial spooky, 

supernatural, threatening, uncanny, unearthly, 

weird. 


cremate /kri'mert/ verb (-ting) burn (corpse) to 
ashes. o cremation noun. 


crematorium /kreme'to:riem/ noun (plural 
-ria or -s) place where corpses are cremated. 


crenellated /‘krenoleitid/ adjective having 
battlements. o crenellation noun. 


Creole /‘kri:ul/ moun 1 descendant of European 
settlers in W. Indies or Central or S. America, or 
of French settlers in southern US. 2 person of 
mixed European and black descent. 3 language 
formed from a European and African language. 
@ adjective 1 of Creoles. 2 (usually creole) of 
Creole origin etc. 


creosote /'kri:səvt/ noun oily wood- 
preservative distilled from coal tar. © verb(-ting) 
treat with creosote. 


crêpe /krerp/ noun 1 fine crinkled fabric. 2 thin 
pancake with savoury or sweet filling. 3 wrin- 
kled sheet rubber used for shoe-soles etc. 
o crêpe de Chine /da ‘Ji:n/ fine silk crêpe. crêpe 
paper thin crinkled paper. 


crept past & past participle of CREEP. 


crepuscular /krr'paskjule/ adjective 1 of twi- 
light. 2 (of animal) active etc. at twilight. 


crescendo /krr'Jendsu/ Music noun (plural-s) 
gradual incréase in loudness. e@adjective & 
adverb increasing in loudness. 


USAGE Crescendo is sometimes wrongly used to 
moan a climax rather than the progress towards 
i 

crescent l'Kkres(ə)nt/ noun 1 sickle shape, as of 
waxing or waning moon. 2 thing with this shape, 
esp. curved street. © adjective crescent-shaped. 


cress noun plant with pungent edible leaves. 


crest noun 1 comb or tuft on animal’s head. 2 
plume of helmet. 3 top of mountain, wave, etc. 4 
Heraldry device above shield or on writing paper 
etc. @ verb 1 reach crest of. 2 crown; serve as 
crest to. 3 form crest. o crestfallen dejected. 
Ocrested adjective. 
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a noun 1 comb, plume, tuft. 3 apex, brow, crown, 

head, peak, pinnacle, ridge, summit, top. 4 badge 
coat of arms, design, device, emblem, insignia, y 
seal, sign, symbol. 


cretaceous /krri'terfəs/ adjective chalky. 


cretin /'kretm/ noun 1 person with deformity 
and mental retardation caused by thyroid defi- 
ciency. 2 colloquial stupid person. u cretinism 
noun. cretinous adjective. 


cretonne /kre'ton/ noun heavy cotton usually 
floral upholstery fabric. 


crevasse /kra'vzs/ noun deep open crack in 
glacier. 


crevice /‘krevis/ moun narrow opening or 
fissure, esp. in rock. 

a break, chink, cleft, crack, cranny, fissure, 

furrow, groove, rift, slit, split. 


crew’ /kru:/ noun 1 group of people working 
together, esp. manning ship, aircraft, spacecraft, 
etc. 2 these, other than the officers. © verb 1 
supply or act as crew (member) for. 2 act as crew. 
Ocrew-cut close-cropped hairstyle. crew neck 
round close-fitting neckline. 


| m noun band, company, gang, group, party, team. 


crew?” archaic past of crow. 


crewel /‘kru:ol/ noun thin worsted yarn for 
embroidery. 


crib noun 1 baby’s small bed or cot. 2 model of 
Nativity with manger. 3 colloquial plagiarism. 4 
colloquial translation. 5 colloquial cribbage. 
© verb (-bb-) 1 colloquial copy unfairly. 2 confine 
in small space. 


cribbage /‘kribid3/ noun a card game. 


crick noun sudden painful stiffness, esp. in neck. 
© verb cause crick in. 


cricket! /‘krikit/ noun team game, played on 
grass pitch, in which ball is bowled at wicket 
defended with bat by player of other team. o not 
cricket colloquial unfair behaviour. o cricketer 
noun. 


cricket? /‘krikit/ noun jumping chirping insect. 
cried past & past participle of cry. Z 


crier /‘krata/ noun (also cryer) official making 
public announcements in law court or street. 


crikey /'krarkı/ interjection slang: expressing 
astonishment. 


crime noun 1 act punishable by law. 2 such acts 
collectively. 3 evil act. 4 colloquial shameful act. 
1, 2 delinquency, dishonesty, felony, illegality, 
lawbreaking, lawlessness, misconduct, misdeed, 
misdemeanour, offence, slang racket, sin, 
transgression of the law, violation, wrongdoing. 


criminal /'krmm(ə)l/ noun person guilty of 
crime. © adjective 1 of, involving, or concerning 
crime. 2 colloquial deplorable. o criminality 
/-neel-/ noun. criminally adverb. 
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m noun colloquial baddy, esp. historical convict, 
colloquial crook, culprit, delinquent, desperado, 
felon, gangster, jailbird, knave, slang (old) lag, 
lawbreaker, malefactor, miscreant, offender, 
outlaw, recidivist, ruffian, scoundrel, thug, 
transgressor, colloquial villain, wrongdoer. 

© adjective 1 slang bent, corrupt, colloquial 
crooked, culpable, dishonest, felonious, illegal, 
illicit, indictable, lawless, nefarious, shady, 
unlawful, wicked, wrong. 


criminology /krmi'nvled3i/ noun study of 
crime. o criminologist noun. 


crimp verb 1 press into small folds or waves. 2 
corrugate. 


Crimplene /‘krimpli:n/ noun proprietary term 
synthetic crease-resistant fabric. 


crimson /‘krimz(a)n/ adjective & noun rich deep 
red. 


cringe verb (-ging) 1 cower. 2 (often + to) behave 
obsequiously. 
a 1 blench, cower, crouch, flinch, quail, quiver, 
recoil, shrink back, shy away, tremble, wince. 2 see 
GROVEL 1. 


crinkle /'krmk(ə)l/ noun wrinkle, crease. @ verb 
(-ling) form crinkles (in). u crinkly adjective. 


crinoline /‘krmalm/ noun hooped petticoat. 


cripple /‘krrp(e)l/ moun lame person. @verb 
(ling) 1 lame; disable. 2 damage seriously. 
o crippled adjective. 

p verb 1 disable, hamper, hamstring, incapacitate, 

lame, maim, mutilate, paralyse, weaken. 2 

damage, put out of action, sabotage, spoil. 


crisis /‘kratsts/ noun (plural crises |-si:z/) 1 
time of acute danger or difficulty. 2 decisive 
moment. 

a 1 calamity, catastrophe, danger, difficulty, 

disaster, emergency, predicament, problem. 2 

climax, critical moment, turning point. 


crisp adjective 1 hard but brittle. 2 bracing. 3 
brisk; decisive. 4 clear-cut. 5 crackling. 6 curly. 
© noun (in full potato crisp) very thin fried slice 
of potato. © verb make or become crisp. o crisp- 
bread thin crisp biscuit. o crisply adverb. crisp- 
ness noun. 

m adjective 1 breakable, brittle, crackly, crispy, 
crunchy, fragile, friable. 2 see BRACE verb 3.3 see 
BRISK 1. 


‘ 


crispy adjective (-ier, -iest) crisp. 

criss-cross noun pattern of crossing lines. 
© adjective crossing; in crossing lines. @ adverb 
crosswise. © verb 1 intersect repeatedly. 2 mark 
with criss-cross lines. 

Criterion /krar'trarien/ noun (plural -ria) prin- 
ciple or standard of judgement. 


USAGE It is a mistake to use the plural form 
criteria when only one criterion is meant. 


m measure, principle, standard, touchstone, 
yardstick. 


Critic /'krıtık/ noun 1 person who criticizes. 2 


criminology | crocodile 


reviewer of literary, artistic, etc. works. 
@ 1 attacker, detractor. 2 analyst, authority, 
commentator, judge, pundit, reviewer. 7 


critical adjective 4 fault-finding; expressing 
criticism. 2 discerning; analytical. 3 providing 
textual criticism. 4 of the nature of a crisis; 
decisive. 5 marking transition from one state to 
another. o critically adverb. 
u 1 captious, carping, censorious, criticizing, 
deprecatory, depreciatory, derogatory, 
disapproving, disparaging, fault-finding, 
judgemental, colloquial nit-picking, scathing, 
slighting, uncomplimentary, unfavourable. 2 
analytical, discerning, discriminating, intelligent, 
judicious, perceptive, probing, sharp. 4 basic, 
crucial, dangerous, decisive, important, key, 
momentous, pivotal, vital. 


criticism /‘kritisiz(e)m/ noun 1 finding fault; 
cones. 2 critical article, remark, etc. 3 work of 
critic. 

a 1, 2 censure, condemnation, diatribe, 

disapproval, disparagement, reprimand, 

reproach, stricture, tirade, verbal attack. 3 

analysis, appraisal, appreciation, assessment, 

commentary, critique, elucidation, evaluation, 

judgement, review, valuation. 


criticize /‘kritisaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 find fault with. 2 discuss critically. 
n 1 belittle, berate, blame, carp, cast aspersions 
on, castigate, censure, archaic chide, complain 
about, condemn, decry, disapprove of, disparage, 
fault, find fault with, flay, colloquial get at, impugn, 
slang knock, lash, colloquial pan, pick holes in, 
colloquial pitch into, rap, rate, rebuke, reprimand, 
satirize, scold, slang slam, colloquial slate, snipe 
at. 2 analyse, appraise, assess, evaluate, discuss, 
judge, review. 


critique /krrti:k/ noun critical analysis. 

croak noun deep hoarse sound, esp. of frog. 
© verb 1 utter or speak with croak. 2 slang die. 
Ocroaky adjective (-ier, -iest). croakily adverb. 

Croat /'krəvæt/ (also Croatian /krəv'erf(ə)n/) 
noun 1 native of Croatia. 2 person of Croatian 
descent. 3 Slavonic dialect of Croats. @ adjective 
of Croats or their dialect. 

crochet /‘kraufet/ noun needlework of hooked 
yarn producing lacy patterned fabric. © verb 
(crocheted /-Seid/; crocheting /-Semm/) make by 
crochet. 

crock’ noun colloquial old or worn-out person 
or vehicle. 

crock? noun 1 earthenware jar. 2 broken piece 
of this. 

crockery moun earthenware or china dishes, 
plates, etc. 


u ceramics, china, crocks, dishes, earthenware, 
| porcelain, pottery, tableware. 
crocodile /‘krokadatl/ noun 1 large amphibi- 
ous reptile. 2 colloquial line of schoolchildren 
etc. walking in pairs. o crocodile tears insin- 


cere grief. 


crocus | crotchety 


crocus /‘kravkas/ noun (plural -es) small plant 
with corm and yellow, purple, or white flowers. 

croft noun 1 small piece of arable land. 2 small 
rented farm in Scotland or N. England. © verb 
farm croft. 

crofter noun person who farms croft. 

Crohn’s disease /kraunz/ moun inflammatory 
disease of alimentary tract. 

croissant /‘krwasa-/ noun rich crescent- 
shaped roll. 

cromlech /‘kromlek/ noun 1 dolmen. 2 prehis- 
toric stone circle. 

crone noun withered old woman. 

crony /'krəvnı/ noun (plural -ies) often deroga- 
tory friend, companion. 

crook /krok/ noun 1 hooked staff of shepherd 
or bishop. 2 bend, curve. 3 colloquial swindler, 
criminal. © verb bend, curve. 


a noun 2 angle, bend, corner, curve, hook. 3 see 
CRIMINAL NOUN. 


crooked /‘krukid/ adjective (-er, -est) 1 not 
Straight, bent. 2 colloquial dishonest. 


o crookedly adverb. crookedness noun. 
@ 1 angled, askew, awry, bent, bowed, contorted, 
curved, curving, deformed, gnarled, lopsided, 
misshapen, off-centre, tortuous, twisted, twisty, 
warped, winding, zigzag. 2 see CRIMINAL adjective 
1. 


croon /kru:n/ verb hum or sing in low voice. 
@ noun such singing. o crooner noun. 


Crop noun 1 produce of any cultivated plant or 
of land. 2 group or amount produced at one time. 
3 handle of whip. 4 very short haircut. 5 pouch in 
bird’s gullet where food is prepared for digestion. 
© verb (-pp-) 1 bite off; eat down. 2 cut off. 3 cut 
(hair) short. 4 raise crop on (land). 5 (of land) 
bear crop. o crop circle circle of crops inexplic- 
ably flattened. crop up occur unexpectedly. 
| a noun 1 gathering, harvest, produce, vintage, 

yield. © verb 1 bite off, browse, graze, nibble. 2, 3 
see CUT verb 2. O crop up see ARISE 3. 


cropper noun slang o come a cropper 1 fall 
heavily. 2 fail badly. 

croquet /‘kraukei/ noun 1 lawn game with 
hoops, wooden balls, and mallets. 2 croqueting. 
@ verb (croqueted /-keid/; croqueting /-kemn/) 
drive away (opponent’s ball) by Striking one’s 
own ball placed in contact with it. 

croquette /krə'ket/ noun fried breaded ball of 
meat, potato, etc. 


crosier /‘krauzia/ noun (also crozier) bishop’s 
ceremonial hooked staff. 


Cross noun 1 upright stake with transverse bar, 
used in antiquity for crucifixion. 2 represen- 
tation of this as emblem of Christianity. 3 
cross-shaped thing or mark, esp. two short inter- 
Secting lines (+ or x). 4 cross-shaped military etc. 
decoration. 5 intermixture of breeds; hybrid. 6 (+ 
between) mixture of two things. 7 trial, affliction. 
@verb 1 (often + over) go across. 2 place cross- 
wise. 3 lie across; intersect. 4 draw line(s) across. 
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5 meet and pass. 6 make sign of cross on or over 
7 thwart. 8 (cause to) interbreed. 9 cross-fertiliza 
(plants). @ adjective 1 (often + with) peevish 
angry. 2 transverse; reaching from side to side. 
3 intersecting. 4reciprocal. o atcross Purposes 
misunderstanding each other. crossbar hori- 
zontal bar, esp. between uprights. cross-bench 
bench in House of Lords for non-party members, 
crossbones See SKULL AND CROSSBONES. crossbow 
bow fixed across wooden stock with mechanism 
working string. cross-breed (produce) hybrid 
animal or plant. cross-check check by alter- 
native method. cross-country adjective & 
adverb across fields etc., not following roads, 
@noun cross-country race. cross-examine 
question (esp. opposing witness in law 
court). cross-examination such questioning. 
cross-eyed having one or both eyes turned 
inwards. cross-fertilize fertilize (animal or 
plant) from another of same species. crossfire 
firing of guns in two crossing directions. 
cross-grained 1 (of wood) with grain running 
irregularly. 2(ofperson) perverse or intractable. 
cross-hatch shade with crossing parallel lines. 
cross-legged (sitting) with legs folded across 
each other. cross off, out cancel, expunge. cross- 
over point or process of crossing. crosspatch 
colloquial bad-tempered person. cross-ply (of 
tyre) having crosswise layers of cords. cross- 
question cross-examine. cross-reference 
reference to another passage in same book. 
crossroad (usually in plural) intersection 
of roads. cross-section 1 drawing etc. of thing 
as ifcut through. 2 representative sample. cross 
stitch cross-shaped stitch. cross swords argue, 
clash. crosswise intersecting, diagonally. 
crossword (puzzle) puzzle in which words cross- 
ing each other vertically and horizontally have 
to be filled in from clues. on the cross diagonally. 
Ocrossly adverb. crossness noun. 

m noun 2 crucifix, rood. 3 intersection, X. 5 
cross-breed, hybrid, mongrel. 6 amalgam, blend, 
combination, halfway house, mixture. 7 affliction, 
burden, difficulty, grief, misfortune, problem, 
sorrow, trial, tribulation, trouble, worry. © verb 1 
bridge, ford, go across, pass over, span, traverse. 
3 criss-cross, intersect, meet. 7 annoy, block, 
frustrate, hinder, impede, interfere with, oppose, 
stand in the way of, thwart. © adjective 1 angry, 
annoyed, bad-tempered, cantankerous, 

crotchety, grumpy, ill-tempered, irascible, irate, 
irritable, peevish, short-tempered, testy, tetchy, 
upset, vexed. O cross out see CANCEL 2. 
crossroad interchange, intersection, junction. 
Cross swords see CONFLICT verb. 


crossing noun place where things (esp. roads) 
meet. 2 place for crossing street etc. 3 journey 
across water. 


l @ 3 see JOURNEY NOUN. 


crotch noun fork, esp. between legs (of person, 
trousers, etc.). 

crotchet /‘krot{it/ noun Music black-headed 
note with stem, equal to quarter of semibreve 
and usually one beat. 


crotchety adjective peevish. 
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crouch verb stand, squat, etc. with legs bent 
close to body. © noun this position. 


| m verb squat, stoop. 


croup’ /kru:p/ noun laryngitis in children, with 
sharp cough. 

croup? /kru:p/ noun rump, esp. of horse. 

croupier /‘kru:pte/ noun person in charge of 
gaming table. 

croaton /‘kru:ton/ noun small piece of fried or 
toasted bread served esp. with soup. 


crow /krau/ noun 1 any of various kinds of large 
black-plumaged bird. 2 cry of cock or baby. 
overb (past crowed or archaic crew /kru:/) 1 
(of cock) utter loud cry. 2 (of baby) utter happy 
sounds. 3 exult. o crow’s-foot wrinkle at outer 
corner of eye. crow’s-nest shelter for look-out 
man at ship’s masthead. 


crowbar noun iron bar used as lever. 


crowd /kraud/ noun 1 large gathering of people. 
2 colloquial particular set of people. 3 group of 
spectators. © verb 1 (cause to) collect in crowd. 2 
(often in passive; often + with) cram. 3 force way. 
4 (+ into) force or compress into. 5 colloquial 
come aggressively close to. o crowd out exclude 
by crowding. 
u noun 1 army, assemblage, assembly, cluster, 
collection, crush, flock, gathering, usually 
derogatory horde, host, mass, mob, multitude, 
usually derogatory pack, press, rabble, swarm, 
throng. 2 colloquial bunch, circle, company, group, 
lot, set. 3 audience, gate, spectators. © verb1 
assemble, cluster, collect, congregate, flock, 
gather, get together, herd, huddle, mass, muster, 
swarm, throng. 2 (crowded) congested, crammed, 
cramped, full, jammed, colloquial jam-packed, 
overcrowded, overflowing, packed, swarming, 
teeming, thronging. 4 bundle, compress, cram, 
crush, jam, jostle, pack, pile, press, push, shove, 
squeeze. 


crown /kraun/ noun 1 monarch’s jewelled head- 
dress. 2 (the Crown) monarch as head of state. 3 
(the Crown) his or her authority. 4 wreath for 
head as emblem of victory. 5 top part of head, 
hat, hill, etc. 6 visible part of tooth. 7 artificial 
replacement for this. 8 coin worth 5 shillings or 
25 pence. © verb 1 put crown on. 2 make king or 
queen. 3 (often as crowning adjective) be con- 
summation, reward, or finishing touch to. 4 
slang hit on head. a Crown colony British 
colony controlled by the Crown. Crown Court 
court of criminal jurisdiction in England and 
Wales. crown jewels sovereign’s regalia. crown 
prince male heir to throne. crown princess 1 
Wife of crown prince. 2 female heir to throne. 

a noun 1 circlet, coronet, diadem, tiara. 5 apex, 

brow, head, peak, ridge, summit, top. © verb 2 

enthrone, install. 3 cap, complete, conclude, 

consummate, culminate, finish off, perfect, round 

Off, top. 


Crozier = CROSIER. 
CRT abbreviation cathode ray tube. 
Cruces plural of crux. 


crouch | crumb 


crucial Ikru:S(@)l/ adjective 1 decisive, critical. 
2 wiy important. 3 slang excellent. o crucially 


a 1 central, critical, decisive, essential, important, 
major, momentous, pivotal, serious. 


crucible /‘kru:sib(a)l/ noun melting pot for 
metals. 

cruciferous /kru:'sfərəs/ adjective with 4 
equal petals arranged crosswise. 

crucifix /‘kru:sifiks/ noun image of Christ on 
Cross. 

crucifixion /kru:sr'fikS(e)n/ noun crucifying, 
esp. of Christ. 


cruciform /‘kru:sifo:m/ adjective cross-shaped. 


crucify /‘kru:stfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 put to death 
by fastening to cross. 2 persecute, torment. 


crude adjective 1 in natural or raw state. 2 
lacking finish, unpolished. 3 rude, blunt. 4 in- 
decent. © noun natural mineral oil. a crudely 
adverb. crudeness noun. crudity noun. 

u adjective 1 natural, raw, unprocessed, 
unrefined. 2 amateurish, awkward, bungling, 
clumsy, inartistic, incompetent, inelegant, inept, 
makeshift, primitive, rough, rudimentary, 
unpolished, unskilful, unworkmanlike. 4 see 
VULGAR 1. 


crudités /kru:drtet/ plural noun hors d'oeuvre 
of mixed raw vegetables. [French] 
cruel /‘kru:al/ adjective (-ll- or -I-) causing pain 
or suffering, esp. deliberately; harsh, severe. 
o cruelly adverb. cruelty noun (plural -ies). 
m atrocious, barbaric, barbarous, beastly, bestial, 
bloodthirsty, bloody, brutal, callous, 
cold-blooded, cold-hearted, diabolical, ferocious, 
fiendish, fierce, grim, hard, hard-hearted, harsh, 
heartless, hellish, implacable, inexorable, 
inhuman, inhumane, malevolent, merciless, 
murderous, pitiless, relentless, remorseless, 
ruthless, colloquial sadistic, savage, severe, 
sharp, spiteful, stern, stony-hearted, tyrannical, 
.| unfeeling, unjust, unkind, unmerciful, 
unrelenting, vengeful, venomous, vicious, violent. 
u cruelty barbarity, bestiality, bloodthirstiness, _ 
brutality, callousness, cold-bloodedness, ferocity, 
hard-heartedness, heartlessness, inhumanity, 
malevolence, ruthlessness, colloquial sadism, 
savagery, unkindness, viciousness, violence. 


cruet /‘kru:t/ noun set of small salt, pepper, etc. 
containers for use at table. 

cruise /kru:z/ verb (-sing) 1 sail about, esp. 
travel by sea for pleasure, calling at ports. 2 
travel at relaxed or economical speed. 3 achieve 
objective with ease. @moun cruising voyage. 
cruise missile one able to fly low and guide 
itself. 


[noun sail, voyage. 


cruiser noun 1 high-speed warship. 2 cabin 
cruiser.  crulserweight light heavyweight. 

crumb /kram/ noun 1 small fragment esp. of 
bread. 2 soft inner part of loaf. 3 (crumbs 
interjection) slang: expressing dismay. @verb 1 


crumble | crystallize 


coat with breadcrumbs. 2 crumble (bread). 
o crumby adjective. 

m noun 1 bit, bite, fragment, grain, morsel, particle, 
scrap, shred, sliver, speck. 


crumble /'kramb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) break or fall 
into fragments; disintegrate. @ noun dish of 
cooked fruit with crumbly topping. o crumbly 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 

m verb break apart, break up, crush, decay, 

decompose, deteriorate, disintegrate, fall apart, 

fragment, grind, perish, pound, powder, pulverize. 

O crumbly friable, granular, powdery. 


crumbhorn = kRUMMHORN. 

crummy /‘krami/ adjective (-ier, -iest) slang 
squalid, inferior. i 

crumpet /‘krampit/ noun flat soft yeasty cake 
eaten toasted. 

crumple /‘kramp(e)l/ verb (-ling) 1 (often + up) 
crush or become crushed into creases. 2 give 
way, collapse. 


@ 1 crease, crinkle, crush, dent, fold, mangle, 
pucker, rumple, wrinkle. 


crunch verb 1 crush noisily with teeth. 2 make 
or emit crunch. © noun 1 crunching sound. 2 col- 
loquial decisive event. o crunchy adjective (-ier, 
-lest). 


| m verb 41 champ, chew, crush, grind, munch, 
| scrunch. 


crupper /'krapə/ noun strap looped under 
horse’s tail to hold harness back. 

crusade /kru:'seid/ noun 1 historical medieval 
Christian military expedition to recover Holy 
Land from Muslims. 2 vigorous campaign for 
cause. @ verb (-ding) take part in crusade. o cru- 
sader noun. 

@ noun 1 campaign, expedition, holy war, war. 2 

campaign, drive, movement, struggle, war. 


cruse /kru:z/ noun archaic earthenware jar. 


crush verb 1 compress violently so as to break, 
bruise, etc. 2 crease, crumple. 3 defeat or subdue 
completely. © noun 1 act of crushing. 2 crowded 
mass of people. 3 drink made from juice of 
crushed fruit. 4 (usually + on) colloquial infatu- 
ation. ocrushable adjective. crusher noun. 
crushing adjective (esp..in sense 3 of verb). 

u verb 1 break, bruise, compress, crunch, grind, 

mangle, mash, pound, press, pulp, colloquial 

pulverize, shiver, smash, splinter, squash, 

Squeeze. 2 crease, crinkle, crumple, wrinkle. 3 

conquer, defeat, humiliate, mortify, overwhelm, 

quash, rout, subdue, thrash, literary vanquish. 

© noun 2 congestion, crowd, jam, press, swarm. 


crust noun 1 hard outer part of thing, esp. bread. 
2 pastry covering pie. 3 rocky outer part of the 
earth. 4 deposit, esp. on sides of wine bottle. 
© verb cover with, form into, or become covered 
with crust. 
m noun 1 covering, outer layer, outside, tind, scab, 
shell, skin, surface. 4 deposit, incrustation. 


crustacean /kra‘stetf(e)n/ noun hard-shelled 
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usually aquatic animal, e.g. crab or lobster. 


© adjective of crustaceans. 


crusty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 having a crisp 
crust. 2 irritable, curt. 


crutch noun 1 support for lame person, usually 
with cross-piece fitting under armpit. 2 support, 
3 crotch. 


crux noun (plural -es or cruces /‘kru:si:z/) 
decisive point at issue. 


l a centre, core, crucial issue, essence, heart, nub. 


cry /krar/ verb (cries, cried) 1 (often + out) make 
loud or shrill sound, esp. to express pain, grief, 
joy, etc. 2 weep. 3 (often + out) utter loudly, 
exclaim. 4 (+ for) appeal for. © noun (plural 
cries) 1 loud shout of grief, fear, joy, etc. 2 loud 
excited utterance. 3 urgent appeal. 4 fit of 
weeping. 5callofanimal. o cry-baby person who 
weeps frequently. cry down disparage. cry off 
withdraw from undertaking. cry out for need 
badly. cry wolf see woLr. a far cry a long way. 
E verb 1, 3 (cry out) see SHOUT verb. 2 bawl, 
blubber, colloquial grizzle, howl, keen, shed tears, 
snivel, sob, wail, weep, whimper, colloquial 
whinge. © noun 1, 2 battle-cry, bellow, call, 
caterwaul, ejaculation, exclamation, hoot, howl, 
outcry, roar, scream, screech, shout, shriek, 
whoop, yell, yelp, yowl. 0 cry off see WITHDRAW 5. 


cryer = CRIER. 

crying adjective (of injustice etc.) flagrant, 
demanding redress. 

cryogenics /krareu'dgentks/ noun branch of 
physics dealing with very low temperatures. 
O cryogenic adjective. 


crypt /kript/ noun vault, esp. below church, 
usually used as burial place. 


m basement, catacomb, cellar, grave, sepulchre, 
tomb, undercroft, vault. 


cryptic adjective obscure in meaning; secret, 
Mysterious. o cryptically adverb. 

u arcane, coded, concealed, enigmatic, esoteric, 

hidden, mysterious, mystical, obscure, occult, 

perplexing, puzzling, recondite, secret, unclear, 

unintelligible, veiled. 


cryptogam /‘kriptagem/ noun plant with 
no true flowers or seeds, e.g. fern or fungus. 
Ocryptogamic /-'gzem-/ adjective. 

cryptogram /‘kriptagreem/ noun text written 
in cipher. 


crystal /‘krist(s)l/ noun 1 (piece of) transparent 
colourless mineral. 2 (articles of) highly trans- 
parent glass. 3 substance solidified in definite 
geometrical form. © adjective of or as clear as 
crystal. o crystal ball glass globe used in 
crystal-gazing. crystal-gazing study of glass 
globe in attempt to see picture of future events. 
crystal-gazer noun. 


crystalline /‘kristalam/ adjective of or as clear 
as crystal. 


crystallize /‘kristalaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing OF 
-sing) 1 form into crystals. 2 make or become 
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definite. 3 preserve or be preserved in sugar. 
a crystallization noun. 


CS gas noun tear gas used to control riots. 
cu. abbreviation cubic. 


cub noun 1 young of fox, bear, lion, etc. 2 Cub 
(Scout) junior Scout. 3 colloquial young news- 
paper reporter. © verb give birth to (cubs). 


cubby hole /‘kabthaul/ noun 1 very smallroom. 
2 snug space. 


cube /kju:b/ noun 1 solid contained by 6 equal 
squares. 2 cube-shaped block. 3 product of a 
number multiplied by its square. © verb (-bing) 
4 find cube of. 2 cut into small cubes. o cube root 
number which produces given number when 
cubed. 


cubic /‘kju:bik/ adjective 1 of 3 dimensions. 2 
involving cube of a quantity. o cubic metre etc., 
volume of cube whose edge is one metre etc. 
o cubical adjective. 


cubicle /‘kju:bik(9)l/ noun small screened 
space, esp. sleeping compartment. 

cubism /‘kju:biz(e)m/ noun art style in which 
objects are represented geometrically. o cubist 
adjective & noun. 


cubit /‘kju:bit/ noun ancient measure of length, 
approximately length of forearm. 


cuboid /‘kju:boid/ adjective like a cube; 
cube-shaped. noun solid with 6 rectangular 
faces. 


cuckold /‘kakauld/ moun husband of adulteress. 
© verb make cuckold of. 


cuckoo /‘kuku:/ noun bird with characteristic 
cry and laying eggs in nests of small birds. 
© adjective slang crazy. u cuckoo clock clock 
with figure of cuckoo emerging to make call on 
the hour. cuckoo-pint wild arum. cuckoo-spit 
froth exuded by larvae of certain insects. 


cucumber /‘kju:kamba/ noun long green fleshy 
fruit used in salads. 


cud noun half-digested food chewed by rumin- 
, ant. 


cuddle /‘kad(e)l/ verb (-ling) 1 hug. 2 lie close 
and snug; nestle. © noun prolonged hug. 

a verb 1 caress, clasp lovingly, dandle, embrace, 

fondle, hold closely, hug, nurse, pet. 2 huddle 

against, nestle against, snuggle up to. 


cuddly adjective (-ier, -iest) soft and yielding. 


cudgel /'kad3(ə)l/ noun thick stick used as 


weapon. © verb (-ll-; US-I-) beat with cudgel. 
u noun baton, bludgeon, club, colloquial cosh, 
stick, truncheon. © verb batter, beat, bludgeon, 
slang clobber, colloquial cosh, hit, pound, 
pummel, thrash, thump, thwack. 


cue! /kju:/ noun 4 last words of actor's speech as 
signal for another to begin. 2 signal, hint. @ verb 
(cues, cued, cueing or cuing) give cue to. 0 cue 
in insert cue for. on cue at correct moment. 


| a noun hint, prompt, reminder, sign, signal. 


cue? /kju:/ noun long rod for striking ball in bil- 
liards etc. © verb (cues, cued, cueing or cuing) 


CS gas | culture 


strike with cue. o cue ball ball to be struck with 
cue. 


cuff' noun 1 end part ofsleeve. 2 trouser turn-up. 
3 (in plural) colloquial handcuffs. o cuff link 
either of pair of fasteners for shirt cuffs. off the 
cuff extempore, without preparation. 


cutn verb strike with open hand. © noun such a 
low. 


cuisine /kwr'zi:n/ noun style of cooking. 

cul-de-sac /‘kaldesek/ noun (plural 
culs-de-sac same pronunciation, or cul-de-sacs 
/-seeks/) road etc. closed at one end. 

culinary /‘kalmoeri/ adjective of or for cooking. 

cull verb 1 select, gather. 2 pick (flowers). 3 select 
and kill (surplus animals). © noun 1 culling. 2 
animal(s) culled. 

culminate /‘kalmmett/ verb (-ting) (usually + 


in) reach highest or final point. o culmination 
noun. 


a climax, conclude, end, finish, reach a finale, rise 
to a peak. 


culottes /kju:'lnts/ plural noun woman's 
trousers cut like skirt. 

culpable /‘kalpab(e)l/ adjective deserving 
blame. o culpability noun. 

a blameworthy, criminal, guilty, liable, 

punishable, reprehensible, wrong. 


culprit /‘kalprit/ noun guilty person. 


a criminal, delinquent, malefactor, miscreant, 
offender, wrongdoer. 


cult oun 1 religious system, sect, etc. 2 devotion 
or homage to person or thing. 3 popular fashion. 
4 followers of fashion, religious sect, etc. 


H 1 see DENOMINATION 1. 3 craze, fashion, trend, 
vogue. 4 devotees, following, party, school. 
cultivar /‘kalttva:/ noun plant variety produced 
by cultivation. 


cultivate /‘kaltrvert/ verb (-ting) 1 prepare and 
use (soil) for crops. 2 raise (plant etc.). 3 (often as 
cultivated adjective) improve (manners etc.). 4 
nurture (friendship etc.). o cultivation noun. 
1 farm, plough, prepare, till, work. 2 grow, plant, 
produce, raise, sow, tend. 3 (cultivated) see 
CULTURED. 4 court, develop, encourage, foster, 
further, improve, nurture, promote, pursue. 
u cultivation agriculture, agronomy, breeding, 
culture, farming, gardening, growing, horticulture, 
husbandry. 


cultivator noun agricultural implement for 
breaking up ground etc. 


culture /‘kaltfa/ noun 1 intellectual and artistic 
achievement or expression. 2 refined appreci- 
ation of arts etc. 3 customs and civilization of 
a particular time or people. 4 improvement by 
mental or physical training. 5 cultivation of 
plants, rearing of bees etc. 6 quantity of bacteria 
grown for study. © verb (-ring) grow (bacteria) 
for study. o culture shock disorientation felt by 
person subjected to unfamiliar way of life. o cul- 
tural adjective. 


cultured | curiosity 


| wnoun art, background, civilization, customs, 

| education, learning, mores, traditions, way of life. 

| 5 see CULTIVATION (CULTIVATE). O cultural 

| aesthetic, artistic, civilized, civilizing, educational, 

| elevating, enlightening, colloquial highbrow, 
improving, intellectual. 


cultured adjective having refined tastes etc. 
Ocultured pearl one formed by oyster after 
insertion of foreign body into its shell. 
| m artistic, civilized, cultivated, discriminating, 
educated, elegant, erudite, colloquial highbrow, 
knowledgeable, polished, refined, scholarly, 
| sophisticated, well bred, well educated, well read. 


culvert /‘kalvat/ noun underground channel 
carrying water under road etc. 


cumbersome /'kambəsəm/ adjective (also 
cumbrous /‘kambres/) inconveniently bulky, 
unwieldy. 


cumin /‘kamm/ noun (also cummin) 1 plant with 
aromatic seeds. 2 these as flavouring. 


cummerbund /' amaband/ noun waist sash. 


cumulative ; sju:mjuletrv/ adjective increas- 
ing in force etc. by successive additions. 
o cumulatively adverb. 


cumulus /‘kju:mjules/ noun (plural -tì /-la1/) 
cloud formation of heaped-up rounded masses. 


cuneiform /‘kju:nifo:m/ noun writing made up 
of wedge shapes. © adjective of or using cunei- 
form. 


cunning /‘kanm/ adjective (-er, -est) 1 deceitful, 
crafty. 2 ingenious. © noun 1 ingenuity. 2 craft. 
o cunningly adverb. 

m adjective 1 artful, crafty, devious, colloquial 

dodgy, guileful, insidious, knowing, 

machiavellian, sly, subtle, tricky, wily. 2 adroit, 

astute, clever, ingenious, skilful. © noun 4 

cleverness, expertise, ingenuity, skill. 2 artfulness, 

chicanery, craft, craftiness, deceit, deception, 

deviousness, duplicity, guile, slyness, trickery. 


cup noun 1 small bowl-shaped drinking vessel. 2 
cupful. 3 cup-shaped thing. 4 flavoured usually 
chilled wine, cider, etc. 5 cup-shaped trophy as 
prize. @ verb (-pp-) 1 make cup-shaped. 2 hold as 
in cup. o Cup Final final match in (esp. football) 
competition. cup-tie match in such competition. 
o cupful noun. 


USAGE A cupful is a measure, and so three 
cupfuls is a quantity of something: three cups full 
means the actual cups and their contents, as in 
He brought us three cups full of water. 


m noun 1 mug, tankard, teacup. 5 award, prize, 
trophy. 


cupboard /‘kabad/ noun recess or piece of fur- 
niture with door and usually shelves. 


cabinet, closet, dresser, larder, locker, 
sideboard, wardrobe. 


Cupid /‘kju:pid/ noun Roman god of love, pic- 
tured as winged boy with bow. 


Cupidity /kju:'prditi/ noun greed, avarice. 
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cupola /'kju:pələ/ noun 1 small dome. 2 revoly- 
ing gun-turret on ship or in fort. 


cuppa /‘kape/ noun colloquial cup of (tea). 

curnoun 1 mangy bad-tempered dog. 2 colloquial 
contemptible person. 

curable /'kjvərəb(ə)l/ adjective able to be cured. 


| m operable, remediable, treatable. 


curagao /‘kjusrasau/ noun (plural +s) 
orange-flavoured liqueur. 

curacy /'kjvərəsı/ noun (plural -ies) curate’s 
office or position. 

curare /kjus'ra:r1/ noun vegetable poison used 
on arrows by S. American Indians. 


curate /'kjvərət/ noun assistant to parish priest. 
Ocurate’s egg thing good in parts. 


curative /‘kjuarativ/ adjective tending to cure. 
© noun curative agent. 


curator /kjue'rerta/ noun custodian of museum 
etc. 


curb noun 1 check, restraint. 2 (bit with) chain 
etc. passing under horse’s lower jaw. 3 kerb. 
© verb 1 restrain. 2 put curb on. 

m verb 1 bridle, check, contain, control, deter, 

hamper, hinder, hold back, impede, inhibit, limit, 

moderate, repress, restrain, restrict, subdue, 

suppress. 


curd noun (often in plural) coagulated acidic 
milk product, made into cheese or eaten as food. 

curdle /'k3:d(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 coagulate. 2 (of 
milk) go sour. oO make (person's) blood curdle 
horrify. 


| u clot, coagulate, congeal, go sour, thicken. 


cure /kjua/ verb 1 (often + of) restore to health; 
relieve. 2 eliminate (evil etc.). 3 preserve (meat 
etc.) by salting etc. @noun 1 restoration to 
health. 2 thing that cures. 3 course of treatment. 
m verb 1 alleviate, correct, counteract, ease, fix, 
heal, help, mend, palliate, put right, rectify, relieve, 
remedy, repair, restore, solve, treat. © noun 1 
healing, recovery, recuperation, restoration, 
revival. 2, 3 antidote, corrective, medication, 
medicine, nostrum, palliative, panacea, 
prescription, remedy, restorative, solution, 
therapy, treatment. 


curé |'kjuərer/ noun parish priest in France etc. 
[French] 

curette /kjua'ret/ noun surgeon’s scraping- 
instrument. @verb (-tting) scrape with this. 
o curettage noun. 

curfew /'ks:fju:/ noun signal or time after which 
people must remain indoors. 

curie /‘kjuart/ noun unit of radioactivity. 

curio /‘kjvarieu/ noun (plural-s) rare or unusual 
object. 


curiosity /kjverr'psitr/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
Gesire toknow; inquisitiveness. 2rare or strange 
ing. 
m 1 inquisitiveness, interest, interference, 
meddling, nosiness, prying, colloquial snooping- 
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curious /‘kjuartes/ adjective 1 eager. to learn; 
inquisitive. 2 strange, surprising. o curiously 
adverb. 

1 inquiring, inquisitive, interested, interfering, 

intrusive, meddlesome, colloquial nosy, probing, 

prying, puzzled, questioning, searching. 2 see 

STRANGE 1. 


curl verb 1 (often + up) bend or coil into spiral. 
2 move in curve. 3 (of upper lip) be raised in 
contempt. 4 play curling. © noun 1 curled lock of 
hair. 2 anything spiral or curved inwards. 
o curly adjective (-ier, -iest). 
u verb 1,2 bend, coil, corkscrew, curve, loop, 
spiral, turn, twine, twist, wind, writhe; (cur! hair) 
crimp, frizz, perm, wave. © noun 1 coil, kink, 
ringlet, wave. 2 bend, coil, curve, kink, loop, scroll, 
spiral, swirl, turn, twist, wave, whorl. o curly 
crimped, curled, curling, frizzy, permed, wavy. 


curler noun pin, roller, etc. for curling hair. 

curlew /'ks:lju:/ moun long-billed wading bird 
with musical cry. 

curling noun game like bowls played on ice with 
round flat stones. 


curmudgeon /kə'mad3(ə)n/ noun bad- 
tempered or miserly person. 0 curmudgeonly 
adjective. 

currant /‘karent/ noun 1 small seedless dried 
grape. 2 (fruit of) any of various shrubs produ- 
cing red, black, or white berries. 


currency /‘karensi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 money 
in use in acountry. 2 being current. 3 prevalence 
(of ideas etc.). 


current adjective 1 belonging to present time; 
happening now. 2 in general circulation or use; 
not expired. © noun 1 body of moving water, air, 
etc., passing through still water etc. 2 movement 
of electrically charged particles. 3 general ten- 
dency or course. o current account bank ac- 
count that may be drawn on by cheque without 
notice. o currently adverb. 
u adjective 4 alive, contemporary, continuing, 
existing, extant, fashionable, living, modern, 
ongoing, present, present-day, reigning, 
remaining, surviving, colloquial often derogatory 
trendy, up to date. 2 accepted, prevailing, 
prevalent, usable, valid. © noun 1 draught, flow, 
stream, tide, undercurrent, undertow. 3 course, 
drift, stream, tendency, tide, trend. 


curriculum /ke'rikjulem/ noun (plural -la) 
course of study. o curriculum vitae /‘vi:tat/ brief 
account of one’s education, career, etc. 


| course, programme of study, syllabus. 


curry! /‘kari/ noun (plural -ies) meat, vege- 
tables, etc. cooked in spicy sauce, usually served 
with rice. © verb (-ies, -ied) make into or flavour 
like curry. o curry powder mixture of spices for 
making curry. 

curry? /‘kari/ verb (-les, -ied) 1 groom (horse 
etc.) with curry-comb. 2 dress (leather). 
o curry-comb metal device for grooming horses 
etc. curry favour ingratiate oneself. 


curse /k3:s/ noun 1 invocation of destruction or 


curious | curve 


punishment. 2 violent or profane exclamation. 3 
thing causing evil. @ verb (-sing) 1 utter curse 
against. 2 (usually in passive; + with) afflict with. 
3 swear. o cursed /'k3:sıd/ adjective. 

m noun 1 formal imprecation, malediction. 2 
blasphemy, exclamation, expletive, oath, 
obscenity, profanity, swear-word. 3 see EVIL noun 
1. © verb 1 blaspheme at, damn, execrate, 
fulminate against, swear at. 3 blaspheme, 
execrate, swear. O cursed see HATEFUL. 


cursive ['Ks:sıv/ adjective (of writing) having 
joined characters. @ noun cursive writing. 

cursor /'k3:sə/ noun indicator on VDU screen 
showing particular position in displayed matter. 


cursory /‘ks:sert/ adjective hasty, hurried. 


Ocursorily adverb. 
u brief, careless, casual, desultory, fleeting, hasty, 
hurried, perfunctory, quick, slapdash, superficial. 


curt adjectivenoticeably or rudely brief. a curtly 
adverb. curtness noun. 

m abrupt, blunt, brief, brusque, concise, crusty, 

gruff, laconic, monosyllabic, offhand, rude, sharp, 

short, colloquial snappy, succinct, tart, terse, 

unceremonious, uncommunicative, ungracious. 


curtail /ks:'teil/ verb cut short, reduce. oO cur- 
tailment noun. 

m abbreviate, abridge, break off, contract, cut 

short, decrease, diminish, dock, guillotine, halt, 

lessen, lop, prune, reduce, restrict, shorten, stop, 

terminate, trim, truncate. 


curtain /‘ks:t(e)n/ oun 1 piece of cloth etc. hung 
upas screen, esp. at window. 2 rise or fall ofstage 
curtain. 3 curtain-call. 4 (in plural) slang the 
end. © verb provide or (+ off) shut off with cur- 
tains. ocurtain-call audience’s applause sum- 
moning actors to take bow. curtain-raiser 1 
short opening play etc. 2 preliminary event. 


a noun 4 blind, US drape, drapery, hanging, 
screen. 


curtsy /‘ks:ts1/ (also curtsey) noun (plural -ies 
or -eys) woman's or girl’s acknowledgement or 
greeting made by bending knees. © verb (-ies, 
-ied or -eys, -eyed) make curtsy. 
m verb bend the knee, genuflect. 


curvaceous /ks:'versas/ adjective colloquial 
(esp. of woman) shapely. ‘ 
curvature /‘ks:vatfe/ noun 1 curving. 2 curved 
form. 3 deviation of curve from plane. 
curve noun 1 line or surface of which no part is 
straight. 2 curved line on graph. © verb (-ving) 
bend or shape so as to form curve. O curved 
adjective. curvy adjective (ier, -iest). 
a noun arc, arch, bend, bow, bulge, camber, circle, 
convolution, corkscrew, crescent, curl, curvature, 
loop, meander, spiral, swirl, trajectory, turn, twist, 
undulation, whorl. © verb arc, arch, bend, bow, 
bulge, camber, circle, coil, corkscrew, curl, loop, 
meander, snake, spiral, swerve, swirl, turn, twist, 
wind. o curved concave, convex, convoluted, 
crescent, crooked, curvilinear, curving, curvy, 
rounded, serpentine, shaped, sinuous, sweeping, 
swelling, tortuous, turned, undulating, whorled. 


x 


curvet | cute 


curvet /ks:'vet/ noun horse's frisky leap. © verb 
(-tt- or -t-) perform curvet. 

curvilinear /ks:v1'lmre/ adjective contained by 
or consisting of curved lines. 

cushion /‘kuJ(a)n/ noun 1 bag stuffed with soft 
material for sitting on etc. 2 protection against 
shock. 3 padded rim of billiard table. 4 air sup- 
porting hovercraft. @ verb 1 provide or protect 
with cushions. 2 mitigate effects of. 

m noun 1 bolster, hassock, pad, pillow. © verb 1 

bolster, protect, support. 2 absorb, deaden, 

lessen, mitigate, muffle, protect from, reduce the 

effect of, soften. 


cushy /‘kuJ1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial (of 
job etc.) easy, pleasant. 
cusp noun point at which two curves meet, e.g. 
horn of crescent moon. 
cuss colloquial noun 1 curse. 2awkward person. 
@ verb curse. 
cussed /'kasıd/ adjective colloquial awkward, 
stubborn. 
custard /‘kasted/ noun pudding or sweet sauce 
of eggs or flavoured cornflour and milk. 
custodian /kas'teudien/ noun guardian, 
keeper. 
m caretaker, curator, guardian, keeper, overseer, 
superintendent, warden, warder, watchdog, 
watchman. 


custody /'kastədı/ noun 1 guardianship. 2 
imprisonment. o custodial /-'stau-/ adjective. 

m 1 care, charge, guardianship, keeping, 

possession, protection, safe keeping: 2 captivity, 

confinement, detention, imprisonment, 

incarceration, remand. 


custom /‘kastam/ noun 1 usual behaviour. 2 
established usage. 3 business dealings; cus- 
tomers. 4 (in plural; also treated as singular) 
duty on imports. 5 (in plural: also treated as 
singular) government department or (part of) 
building at port etc. dealing with this. 
o custom-built, -made made to customer's 
aoe custom house customs office at frontier 
etc. 

m 1, 2 convention, etiquette, fashion, form, 

formality, habit, institution, manner, policy, 

practice, procedure, routine, tradition, usage, way, 
formalor jocularwont. 3 business, buyers, 
customers, patronage, support, trade. 


customary l'kastəmərı/ adjective in accord- 
ance with custom; usual. o customarily adverb. 
m accepted, accustomed, common, 
commonplace, conventional, established, 
everyday, expected, fashionable, general, 
habitual, normal, ordinary, popular, prevailing, 
regular, routine, traditional, typical, usual, wonted. 


customer noun 1 person who buys goods or 
services. 2 colloquial person of specified kind. 
m 1 buyer, client, consumer, patron, purchaser, 
shopper. 


customize verb (also -ise) (-zing or-sing) make 
or modify to order; personalize. 
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cut verb (-tt-; past & past participle cut) 1 divide 
detach, wound, or penetrate with edged instru. 
ment. 2 trim, reduce size, etc. by cutting. 3 reduce 
length of (book, film, etc.). 4 (+ loose, open, etc.) 
loosen by cutting. 5 (esp. as cutting adjective) 
cause pain to. 6 reduce (prices, wages, Services, 
etc.). 7 make by cutting or removing material, 8 
cross, intersect. 9 divide (pack of cards). 10 edit 
(film). 11 stop cameras. 12 end acquaintance or 
ignore presence of. 13 US deliberately miss (class 
etc.). 14 chop (ball). 15 switch off (engine etc.). 16 
(+ across, through, etc.) pass through as shorter 
route. @noun 1 act of cutting. 2 division or 
wound made by cutting. 3 stroke with knife, 
sword, whip, etc. 4 reduction (in price, wages, 
services, etc.). 5 cessation (of power supply etc.), 
6 removal of part of play, film, etc. 7 slang com- 
mission; share of profits, etc. 8 style in which 
hair, clothing, etc. is cut. 9 particular piece of 
meat. 10 cutting of ball. 11 deliberate ignoring 
of person. o a cut above noticeably superior to, 
cut and dried completely decided; inflexible. cut 
and run colloquial run away. cut back 1 reduce 
(expenditure). 2 prune. cutback reduction in 
expenditure. cut both ways serve both sides. cut 
corners do task perfunctorily. cut dead refuse to 
recognize; ignore. cut down (often + on) reduce 
one’s consumption. cut glass glass with patterns 
cut on it. cut in 1 interrupt. 2 pull in too closely 
in front of another vehicle. cut noice slang have 
no influence. cut off © verb 1 remove by cutting. 
2 bring to abrupt end. 3 interrupt. 4 disconnect. 
© adjective isolated. cut-off point at which some- 
thing is cut off. cut one’s losses abandon an 
unprofitable scheme. cut out 1 shape by cutting. 
2 (cause to) cease functioning. 3 stop doing or 
using. cut-out device for automatic disconnec- 
tion. cut-price selling at reduced price. cut short 
1 bring to premature end. 2 shorten. cut-throat 
@noun murderer. @adjective 1 murderous. 
2 (of competition) intense and merciless. cut- 
throat razor one with long unguarded blade 
set in handle. cut a tooth have it appear 
through gum. cut up 1 cut in pieces. 2 (usually 
in passive) greatly distress. cut up rough show 
resentment. 
verb 1 amputate, axe, carve, chip, chisel, chop, 
literary cleave, clip, detach, dice, dissect, divide, 
engrave, fell, gash, gouge, graze, guillotine, hack, 
hew, incise, knife, lacerate, lance, lop, mince, nick, 
notch, open, pierce, reap, saw, historical scalp, 
Score, sever, shred, slash, slice, slit, snick, snip, 
Split, stab, subdivide, wound. 2 clip, crop, dock, 
halve, lop, mow, pare, poll, pollard, prune, shave, 
shear, trim, whittle. 3 abbreviate, abridge, n 
bowdlerize, censor, condense, curtail, edit, précis, 
prune, reduce, shorten, summarize, truncate. 
© noun 2 gash, graze, groove, incision, laceration, 
nick, notch, opening, rent, rip, slash, slice, slit, 
snick, snip, split, stab, tear. 4 cutback, decrease, 
fall, lowering, reduction, saving. o cut and dried 
See DEFINITE 1. cut in 1 see INTERRUPT 1. cut off 1 
See REMOVE verb 1.2 see stop verb 1-2. cut short 


See CURTAIL. 


cutaneous /kju:'temtes/ adjective of the skin. 
cute /kju:t/ adjective colloquial 1 esp. US attract- 
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ive, sweet. 2 clever, ingenious. o cutely adverb. 
cuteness noun. 


cuticle /‘kju:ttk(9)l/ noun skin at base of fin- 
gernail or toenail. 


cutlass /‘katlas/ moun historical short 
broad-bladed curved sword. i 


cutlery /'katlərı/ noun knives, forks, and spoons 
for use at table. 


cutlet /'katlıt/ noun 1 neck-chop of mutton or 
lamb. 2 small piece of veal etc. for frying. 3 flat 
cake of minced meat etc. 


cutter noun 1 person or thing that cuts. 2 (in 
plural) cutting tool. 3 small fast sailing ship. 4 
small boat carried by large ship. 


| 2 (cutters) clippers, scissors, secateurs, shears. 


cutting noun 1 piece cut from newspaper etc. 2 
piece cut from plant for replanting. 3 excavated 
channel in hillside etc. for railway or road. 
adjective 1 that cuts. 2 hurtful. ocuttingly 
adverb. 

n adjective 2 acute, biting, caustic, hurtful, 
incisive, keen, mordant, sarcastic, satirical, sharp, 
trenchant. 


cuttlefish /‘kat(a)lfs/ noun (plural same or 
-es) 10-armed sea mollusc ejecting black fluid 
when pursued. 


cutwater noun 1 forward edge of ship’s prow. 
2 wedge-shaped projection from pier of bridge. 


C.V. abbreviation (also CV) curriculum vitae. 
cwm /kum/ noun (in Wales) coomb. 
cwt abbreviation hundredweight. 


cyanide /'satonaid/ noun highly poisonous sub- 
stance used in extraction of gold and silver. 


cyanosis /sate'nousis/ noun bluish skin due to 
oxygen-deficient blood. 


cybernetics /saiba'nettks/ plural noun 
(usually treated as singular) science of control 
systems and communications in animals and 
machines. o cybernetic adjective. 


cyclamen /'sıkləmən/ noun plant with pink, 
red, or white flowers with backward-turned 
petals. 


cycle /'saik(ə)l/ noun 1 recurrent round or 
period (of events, phenomena, etc.). 2 series of 
related poems etc. 3 bicycle, tricycle, etc. © verb 
(ling) 1 ride bicycle etc. 2 move in cycles. 
u cycle lane part of road reserved for bicycles. 
cycle track, cycleway path for bicycles. 

noun 1 circle, repetition, revolution, rotation, 

round, sequence, series. 3 bicycle, colloquial bike, 

moped, colloquial motorbike, motorcycle, 

penny-farthing, scooter, tandem, tricycle. 


cuticle | Czechoslovak 


cyclic /'sarklık/ adjective (also cyclical 
['sıklık(ə)l/) 1 recurring in cycles. 2 belonging to 
chronological cycle. o cyclically adverb. 


m circular, recurring, repeating, repetitive, 
rotating. 


cyclist /‘saiklist/ moun rider of bicycle. 

cyclone /'sarkləun/ noun 1 winds rotating 
around low-pressure region. 2 violent destruc- 
tive form of this. o cyclonic /-klon-/ adjective. 

cyclotron /'sarklətron/ noun apparatus for 
acceleration of charged atomic particles revolv- 
ing in magnetic field. 

cygnet /‘signit/ noun young swan. 

cylinder /‘siimda/ noun 1 solid or hollow 
roller-shaped body. 2 container for liquefied gas 
etc. 3 piston-chamber in engine. o cylindrical 
/-‘lm-/ adjective. 

cymbal /'smb(ə)l/ noun concave disc struck 
usually with another to make ringing sound. 

cynic /‘smik/ noun person with pessimistic view 
of human nature. o cynical adjective. cynically 
adverb. cynicism /-s1z(2)m/ noun. 


. | a o cynical doubting, colloquial hardbitten, 


incredulous, misanthropic, mocking, negative, 
pessimistic, questioning, sceptical, sneering. 


cynosure /'saməzjvə/ noun centre of attention 
or admiration. 

cypher = CIPHER. 

cypress /'saipras/ noun conifer with dark 
foliage. 

Cypriot /‘stpriet/ (also Cypriote /-aut/) noun 
native or national of Cyprus. eadjective of 
Cyprus. 

Cyrillic /sr'riltk/ adjective of alphabet used esp. 
for Russian and Bulgarian. © noun this alphabet. 

cyst /sist/ noun sac formed in body, containing 
liquid matter. 

cystic adjective 1 of the bladder. 2 like a cyst. 
UO cystic fibrosis hereditary disease usually with 
respiratory infections. 

cystitis /si'startis/ noun inflammation of the 
bladder. 

czar = TSAR. 

cezarina = TSARINA. 

Czech /tfek/ noun 1 native or national of Czech 
Republic or historical Czechoslovakia. 2 lan- 
guage of Czech people. © adjective of Czechs or 
their language; of Czech Republic. 

Czechoslovak /tSeke'slouveek/ (also 
Czechoslovakian /-sle'veekien/) historical noun 
native or national of Czechoslovakia. © adjective 
of Czechoslovaks or Czechoslovakia. 


weccnuccvcccccucceuseusccscccccsccucccucuecccccucuccucsusnaccoucuscuousees 


D noun (also d) (Roman numeral) 500. o D-Day 1 
day of Allied invasion of France (6 June 1944). 2 
important or decisive day. 

d. abbreviation 1 died. 2 (pre-decimal) penny. 

dab’ verb (-bb-) 4 (often + at) press briefly and 
repeatedly with cloth etc. 2 (+ on) apply by 
dabbing. 3 (often + at) aim feeble blow. 4 strike 
lightly. © noun 1 dabbing. 2 small amount (of 
paint etc.) dabbed on. 3 light blow. 

dab? noun (plural same) kind of marine flatfish. 

dabble /'dæb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 (usually + in, at) 
engage (in an activity etc.) superficially. 2 move 
about in shallow water etc. o dabbler noun. 


| E 1 potter about, tinker, work casually. 2 paddle, 
splash. o dabbler amateur, dilettante, potterer. 
dabchick noun little grebe. 

dab hand noun (usually + at) expert. 

da capo /da: 'ka:pəu/ adverb Music repeat from 
beginning. 

dace noun (plural same) small freshwater fish. 
dacha /'dætfə/ noun Russian country cottage. 
dachshund /‘dekshund/ noun short-legged 
long-bodied dog. 

dactyl /‘deektil/ noun metrical foot of one long 
followed by two short syllables. o dactylic /-'tl-/ 
adjective. 

dad noun colloquial father. 

daddy /'dædı/ noun (plural -ies) colloquial 
father. o daddy-long-legs crane-fly. 

dado /‘deidau/ noun (plural-s) lower, differently 
decorated, part of interior wall. 

daffodil /‘defedi/ noun spring bulb with 
trumpet-shaped yellow flowers. 

daft /da:ft/ adjective (-er, -est) foolish, silly, 
crazy. 

dagger /‘dzgo/ noun 1 short knifelike weapon. 2 
obelus. o look daggers (often + at) glare angrily. 


l m 1 bayonet, dirk, knife, poniard, stiletto. 


daguerreotype /da'geravtarp/ noun early 
photograph using silvered plate. 

dahlia /'deilrə/ noun garden plant with large 
showy flowers. 

Dáil (Eireann) /dou 'eərən/ noun lower house 
of Parliament in Republic of Ireland. 

daily /'del1/ adjective done, produced, or occur- 
ring every (week)day. © adverb 1 every day. 2 
constantly. @ noun (plural -ies) colloquial 1 
daily newspaper. 2 cleaning woman. 

m adjective diurnal, everyday, quotidian, regular. 


dainty /‘demti/ adjective Cier, -iest) 1 delicately 
pretty or small. 2 choice. 3 fastidious. @noun 


oa pessconbensssusedsnenessecsssucssestevecessensavccessessascaccect ee 


(plural -ies) delicacy. o daintily adverb. dainti- 
ness noun. 

m adjective 1 charming, delicate, exquisite, fine, 
graceful, meticulous, neat, nice, pretty. 2 
appealing, appetizing, choice, delectable, 
delicious. 3 colloquial choosy, discriminating, 
fastidious, finicky, fussy, genteel, sensitive, 
squeamish. 


daiquiri /‘dekert/ noun (plural -s) cocktail of 
rum, lime juice, etc. 

dairy /‘deart/ noun (plural -ies) place for pro- 
cessing, distributing, or selling milk and milk 
products. © adjective of, containing, or used for 
milk and milk products. o dairymaid woman 
employed in dairy. dairyman man looking after 
cows. 


dais /‘dens/ noun low platform, esp. at upper end 
of hall. 


daisy /‘derzi/ noun (plural -ies) flowering plant 
with white radiating petals. o daisy chain string 
of field daisies threaded together. daisy wheel 
spoked disc bearing printing characters, used in 
word processors and typewriters. 

dale noun valley. 

dally /'dælr/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 delay; waste time. 
2 (often + with) flirt. o dalliance noun. 

1 dawdle, delay, colloquial dilly-dally, hang 

about, idle, linger, loaf, loiter, procrastinate, 

saunter, archaic tarry, waste time. 


Dalmatian /dæl'merf(ə)n/ noun large white dog 
with dark spots. 


dam!’ noun barrier across river etc., usually 
forming reservoir or preventing flooding. © verb 
(-mm-) 1 provide or confine with dam. 2 (often + 
up) block up; obstruct. 


l m noun barrage, barrier, weir. 


dam? noun mother (of animal). 
damage /‘dzemid3/ noun 1 harm; injury. 2 (in 
plural) financial compensation for loss or injury. 
3 (the damage) slang cost. © verb (-ging) inflict 
damage on. ? 
m noun 1 destruction, devastation, harm, havoc, 
hurt, injury, loss, mutilation, sabotage. 2 
(damages) see comeensation. © verb blemish, 
break, buckle, burst, colloquial bust, chip, crack, 
cripple, deface, destroy, disable, disfigure, do 
mischief to, flaw, fracture, harm, hurt, immobilize, 
impair, incapacitate, injure, mar, mark, mutilate, 
colloquial play havoc with, ruin, rupture, sabotage, 
Scar, scratch, spoil, strain, vandalize, warp, 
weaken, wound, wreck. o damaged see FAULTY. 
damaging see HARMFUL. 


damask /'dæməsk/ noun fabric with wo 
design made visible by reflection of light 
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@ adjective 1 made of damask. 2 velvety pink. 
o damask rose old sweet-scented rose. 


dame noun 1 (Dame) (title of) woman who has 
been knighted. 2 comic female pantomime char- 
acter played by man. 3 US slang woman. 


damn /dzm/ verb 1 (often as interjection) curse. 
2censure. 3 condemn to hell. 4 (often as damning 
adjective) show or prove to be guilty. © noun 
uttered curse. @adjective & adverb damned. 
o damn all slang nothing. 
m verb 1 curse, execrate, swear at. 2 attack, berate, 
colloquial blast, colloquial carpet, castigate, 
censure, criticize, denounce. 3 condemn, doom, 
sentence. 


damnable /'dæmnəb(ə)l/ adjective hateful, 
annoying. 

damnation /dzm'‘ne1J(9)n/ noun eternal pun- 
ishment in hell. © interjection: expressing anger. 


| a noun doom, everlasting fire, hell, perdition, ruin. 


damned /dzemd/ adjective damnable. © adverb 
extremely. 


damp adjective slightly wet. © noun slight dif- 
fused or condensed moisture. @verb 1 make 
damp. 2 (often + down) discourage. 3 (often + 
down) make burn less strongly. 4 Music stop 
vibration of (string etc.). o damp course layer of 
damp-proof material in wall to keep damp from 
rising. o dampness noun. 

u adjective clammy, dank, dewy, drizzly, foggy, 

humid, misty, moist, muggy, perspiring, rainy, 

steamy, sticky, sweaty, unaired, unventilated, wet, 

wettish. © verb 1 dampen, humidify, moisten, 

sprinkle. 2 see DISCOURAGE 1. 


dampen verb 1 make or become damp. 2 dis- 
courage. 

damper noun 1 device that reduces shock, 
vibration, or noise. 2 discouraging person or 
thing. 3 metal plate in flue to control draught. 


damsel /'dæmz(ə)l/ noun archaic young unmar- 
ried woman. 


damson /‘demz(a)n/ noun small dark purple 
plum. 

dance /da:ns/ verb (-cing) 1 move rhythmically, 
usually to music. 2 perform (dance role etc.). 3 
jump or bob about. © noun 1 dancing as art. 2 
style or form of this. 3 social gathering for 
dancing. 4 lively motion. a dance attendance 
(on) serve obsequiously. o dancer noun. 

m verb 1 colloquial bop, jive. 3 bob, caper, cavort, 

frisk, frolic, gambol, jig, jump, leap, prance, skip, 

whirl. © noun 3 ball, barn dance, ceilidh, colloquial 

disco, discothèque, colloquial hop, colloquial 

knees-up, party, colloquial shindig, social. 


dandelion /‘dendilaren/ noun yellow-flowered 
wild plant. 

dander noun u get one’s dander up colloquial 
become angry. 

dandle /'dænd(ə)l/ verb (-ling) bounce (child) on 
one’s knees etc. 

dandrutt /‘deendraf/ noun flakes of dead skin in 

ir. 


dame | daring 


dandy /‘dendi/ noun (plural -les) man exces- 
sively devoted to style and fashion. © adjective 
(-ier, -iest) colloquial splendid. o dandy-brush 
stiff brush for grooming horses. 


Dane noun 1 native or national of Denmark. 2 
historical Viking invader of England. 

danger /‘demd3e/ noun 1 liability or exposure 
to harm. 2 thing causing or likely to cause harm. 
o dangerlistlist of those dangerously ill. danger 
money extra payment for dangerous work. 

a 1 chance, hazard, insecurity, jeopardy, liability, 

peril, possibility, risk, threat. 2 hazard, menace, 

peril, pitfall, snare, threat, trouble. 


dangerous adjective involving or causing 
danger. o dangerously adverb. 
a alarming, breakneck, chancy, critical, 
desperate, destructive, explosive, grave, slang 
hairy, harmful, hazardous, menacing, nasty, 
noxious, perilous, precarious, reckless, risky, 
threatening, toxic, treacherous, uncertain, 
unmanageable, unpredictable, unsafe, violent, 
volatile, wild. 


dangle /'dæņg(Ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 hang loosely. 2 
hold or carry swaying loosely. 3 hold out 
(temptation etc.). 

a 1 be suspended, droop, flap, hang, sway, swing, 

trail, wave about. 2 swing, trail, wave about. 


Danish /‘dem1S/ adjective of Denmark. @ noun 
1 Danish language. 2 (the Danish) (treated as 
plural) the Danish people. o Danish blue white 
blue-veined cheese. Danish pastry yeast cake 
with icing, nuts, fruit, etc. 


dank adjective damp and cold. odankness 
noun. 


| a chilly, clammy, damp, moist, unaired. 
daphne /‘deefnt/ noun a flowering shrub. 


dapper adjective 1 neat and precise, esp. in 
dress. 2 sprightly. 

dapple /‘dzp(e)l/ verb (-ling) (often as dappled 
adjective) mark with spots of colour or shade; 
mottle. o dapple grey (ofhorse) grey with darker 
spots. dapple grey such a horse. 

u (dappled) blotchy, brindled, dotted, flecked, 

freckled, marbled, motley, mottled, particoloured, 

patchy, pied, speckled, spotted, stippled, 

streaked, variegated. 


Darby and Joan noun devoted old married 
couple. o Darby and Joan club social club for 
pensioners. 


dare /deə/ verb (-ring; 3rd singular present often 
dare) 1 (+ (to) do) have the courage or impudence 
(to). 2 (usually + to do) defy, challenge. © noun 
challenge. o daredevil reckless (person). | dare 
say 1 very likely. 2 I grant that. 


a verb 1 risk, take a chance, venture. 2 challenge, 
defy, provoke, taunt. 


daring noun adventurous courage. © adjective 
bold; prepared to take risks. o daringly adverb. 


| m adjective see BOLD 1. 


dariole | date 


dariole /‘dzrteul/ noun dish cooked and served 
in a small mould. 


dark adjective 1 with little or no light. 2 of deep 
or sombre colour. 3 (of a person) with dark col- 
ouring. 4 gloomy. 5 sinister. 6 angry. 7 secret, 
mysterious. © noun 1 absence of light or know- 
ledge. 2 unlit place. o after dark after nightfall. 
Dark Ages 5th-l0th-c., unenlightened period. 
dark horse little-known person who is unexpect- 
edly successful. darkroom darkened room for 
photographic work. in the dark without informa- 
tion or light. o darken verb. darkly adverb. dark- 
ness noun. 
u adjective 1 black, blackish, cheerless, clouded, 
cloudy, coal-black, dim, dingy, dismal, drab, 
dreary, dull, dusky, funereal, gloomy, glowering, 
inky, moonless, murky, overcast, pitch-black, 
pitch-dark, esp. poetical sable, shadowy, shady, 
sombre, starless, literary Stygian, sullen, sunless, 
literary tenebrous, unilluminated, unlighted, unlit. 
2 deep, dull, sombre, strong. 3 black, brown, 
dark-skinned, dusky, swarthy, tanned. 7 see 
HIDDEN adjective 2, MYSTERIOUS. O darken 
become overcast, blacken, cloud over, dim, 
eclipse, obscure, overshadow, shade. 


darling /‘da:lm/ noun beloved or endearing 
person or animal. © adjective 1 beloved, lovable. 
2 colloquial charming. 
m noun apple of one's eye, beloved, colloquial 
blue-eyed boy, dear, favourite, honey, love, loved 
| one, pet, sweetheart, true love. 


darn’ verb mend by interweaving wool etc. 
across hole. © noun darned area. 


darn? verb, interjection, adjective, & adverb collo- 
quial: mild form of DAMN. 


darnel /‘da:n(e)l/ noun grass growing in cereal 
crops. 


dart noun 1 small pointed missile. 2 (in plural 
treated as singular) indoor game of throwing 
darts at a dartboard. 3 sudden rapid movement. 
4 tapering tuck in garment. © verb (often + out, 
in, past, etc.) move, send, or go suddenly or 
aE: O dartboard circular target in game of 
| m noun 1 arrow, archaic shaft. © verb bound, 
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dash, fling, flit, fly, hurtle, leap, shoot, spring, whiz 
| zip. ; 


Darwinian /da:'wmiən/ adjective of Darwin's 
theory of evolution. © noun adherent of this 
o Darwinism /‘da:-/ noun. Darwinist /‘da:-/ noun, 


dash verb 1 rush. 2 strike or fling forcefully so 
as to shatter. 3 frustrate, dispirit. 4 colloquial 
(as interjection) damn. © noun 1 rush; onset, 2 
punctuation mark (—) used to indicate break in 
sense (see panel). 3 longer signal of two in Morse 
code. 4 slight admixture. 5 (capacity for) impetu- 
ous vigour. o dashboard instrument panel of 
vehicle or aircraft. dash off write hurriedly, 

u verb 1 bolt, chase, dart, fly, hasten, hurry, race, 

run, rush, speed, sprint, colloquial tear, zoom. 2 

see HIT verb 1. © noun 1 chase, race, run, rush, 

sprint, spurt. 


dashing adjective spirited; showy. 
a animated, dapper, dynamic, elegant, lively, 
smart, spirited, stylish, vigorous. 


dastardly 
despicable. 


data /‘deita/ plural noun (also treated as 
singular) 1 known facts used for inference or 
reckoning. 2 quantities or characters operated 
on by computer. o data bank store or source of 
data. database structured set of data held in 
computer. data processing series of operations 
on data by computer. 


USAGE In scientific, philosophical, and general 
use, data is usually considered to mean a number 
of items and is treated as plural, with datumasits 
singular. In computing and allied subjects (and 
sometimes in general use), it is treated as singu- 
lar, as in Much useful data has been collected. 
However, data is not singular, and it is wrong to 
say a data or every data or to make the plural 
form datas. 


/'deestedli/ adjective cowardly, 


m details, evidence, facts, figures, information, 
statistics. 


date' noun 1 day of month. 2 historical day or 
year. 3 day, month, and year of writing etc. at 
head of document etc. 4 period to which work of 
art etc. belongs. 5 time when an event takes 


Dash — 
This is used: 


1 tomark the beginning and end of an interruption in the structure ofa sentence: 
My son—where has he gone?—would like to meet you. 


2 toshow faltering speech in conversation: 


Yes—well—I would—only you see—it’s not easy. 
3 to show other kinds of break in a sentence, often where a comma, semicolon, or colon would 


traditionally be used, e.g. 
Come tomorrow—if you can. 


The most important thing is this—don’t rush the work. 
A dash is not used in this way in formal writing. 
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place. 6 colloquial social appointment, esp. with 
person of opposite sex. 7 esp. US colloquial 
person to be met at this. © verb (-ting) 1 mark 
with date. 2 assign date to. 3 (+ to) assign to a 
particular time, period, etc. 4 (often + from, back 
to, etc.) have origin at a particular time. 5 expose 
as or appear old-fashioned. 6 colloquial make 
date with. 7 colloquial go out together as sexual 
partners. o date line 1 line partly along merid- 
ian 180° from Greenwich, to the east of which 
date is a day earlier than to the west. 2 date and 
place of writing at head of newspaper article 
etc. out of date (out-of-date before noun) 
old-fashioned; obsolete. to date until now. up to 
date (up-to-date before noun) fashionable; 
current. 


a noun 6 appointment, assignation, engagement, 
fixture, meeting, rendezvous. 0 out of date see 
OBSOLETE. up to date see MODERN adjective. 


date? noun 1 oval stone fruit. 2 (in full 
date-palm) tree bearing this. 


dative /‘dertrv/ Grammar noun case expressing 
indirect object or recipient. © adjective of or in 
the dative. 


datum /'dertəm/ singular of pata. 


daub /do:b/ verb 1 paint or spread (paint etc.) 
crudely or unskilfully. 2 smear (surface) with 
paint etc. © noun 1 paint etc. daubed on a surface. 
2 crude painting. 3 clay etc. coating wattles to 
form wall. 


daughter /‘do:ta/ noun 1 female child in rela- 
tion to her parents. 2 female descendant or 
member of family etc. o daughter-in-law (plural 
daughters-in-law) son’s wife. 
daunt /domt/ verb discourage, intimidate. 
o daunting adjective. 
a alarm, depress, deter, discourage, dishearten, 
dismay, frighten, intimidate, overawe, put off, 


unnerve. 


dauntless adjective intrepid, persevering. 
o dauntlessness noun. 

dauphin /‘do:fin/ noun historical eldest son of 
King of France. 

Davenport /‘devenpo:t/ noun 1 kind of writing 
desk. 2 US large sofa. 

davit /‘devit/ noun small crane on ship for 
holding lifeboat. 

daw noun jackdaw. 

dawdle /'də:d(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 walk slowly and 
idly. 2 waste time; procrastinate. 

a be slow, dally, delay, colloquial dilly-dally, hang 

about, idle, lag, linger, loaf about, loiter, 

procrastinate, straggle, take it easy, take one's 

time, trail behind. 


dawn noun 1 daybreak. 2 beginning. © verb 1 
(of day) begin; grow light. 2 (often + on, upon) 
become evident (to). o dawn chorus birdsong at 
daybreak. 


u noun 1 daybreak, first light, peep of day, sunrise. 
2 see BEGINNING 1,2. 


day noun 1 time between sunrise and sunset. 2 


date | dead 


24 hours as a unit of time. 3 daylight. 4 time 
during which work is normally done. 5 (also 
plural) historical period. 6 (the day) present 
time. 7 period of prosperity. o daybreak first 
light in morning. day centre place for care of 
elderly or handicapped during day. daydream 
(indulge in) fantasy etc. while awake. day off 
day’s holiday. day release part-time education 
for employees. day return reduced fare or ticket 
for a return journey in one day. day school 
school for pupils living at home. daytime part 
of day when there is natural light. day-to-day 
mundane, routine. day trip trip completed in one 
day. day tripper noun. 
m 1 daytime. 3 daylight, daytime, light. 5 age, 
epoch, era, period, time. o daydream noun 
dream, fantasy, hope, illusion, pipe dream, reverie, 
vision. @ verb dream, fantasize, imagine, 
meditate. s 


daylight noun 1 light of day. 2 dawn. 3 visible 
gap between things. 4 (usually in plural) slang 
life. o daylight robbery blatantly excessive 
charge. daylight saving longer summer evening 
daylight, achieved by putting clocks forward. 


daze verb (-zing) stupefy, bewilder. © noun 
dazed state. 


m verb amaze, benumb, bewilder, colloquial 
| flabbergast, paralyse, shock, stun, stupefy. 
dazzle /'dæz(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 blind or confuse 
temporarily with sudden bright light. 2 impress 
or overpower with knowledge, ability, etc. 
© noun bright confusing light. o dazzling adjec- 
tive. 


a verb 1 blind, confuse, disorientate. o dazzling 
see BRILLIANT adjective 1;3. 
dB abbreviation decibel(s). 


DC abbreviation 1 direct current. 2 District of 
Columbia. 3 da capo. 


DDT abbreviation colourless chlorinated hydro- 
carbon used as insecticide. 


deacon /‘di:ken/ noun 1 (in episcopal churches) 
minister below priest. 2 (feminine deaconess 
/-nes/) (in Nonconformist churches) lay officer. 


deactivate /dr'ektiveit/ verb (-ting) make 
inactive or less reactive. 


dead /ded/ adjective 1 no longer alive. 2 numb. 
3 colloquial extremely tired or unwell. 4 (+ to) 
insensitive to. 5 not effective; extinct. 6 extin- 
guished. 7 inanimate. 8 lacking vigour. 9 not res- 
onant. 10 quiet; not transmitting sounds. 11 out 
of play. 12 abrupt, complete, exact. @ adverb 1 
absolutely, completely. 2 colloquial very. @ noun 
time of silence or inactivity. o dead beat collo- 
quial utterly exhausted. dead-beat colloquial 
tramp. dead duck useless person or thing. dead 
end closed end of road etc. dead-end adjective 
having no prospects. dead heat race in which 
competitors tie. dead letter law etc. no longer 
observed. deadline time limit. deadlock @ noun 
state of unresolved conflict. @ verb bring or come 
to a standstill. dead loss useless person or thing. 
dead man’s handle handle on electric train etc. 
disconnecting power supply if released. dead 


deaden | debatable 


march funeral march. dead on exactly right. 
deadpan lacking expression or emotion. dead 
reckoning estimation of ship’s position from log, 
compass, etc., when visibility is bad. dead shot 
unerring marksman. dead to the world collo- 
quial fast asleep. dead weight 1 inert mass. 2 
heavy burden. dead wood colloquial useless 
person(s) or thing(s). o deadness noun. 
m adjective 1 dead and buried, formal deceased, 
departed, colloquial done for, killed, late, lifeless, 
perished. 2 deadened, insensate, insensitive, 
numb, paralysed, without feeling. 5 defunct, died 
out, extinct, flat (battery), inoperative, not going, 
not working, obsolete, out of order, unresponsive, 
used up, useless, worn out. 6 died out, 
extinguished, out. 7 inanimate, inert, lifeless. 8 
boring, dull, moribund, slow, stagnant, 
uninteresting. 12 see ExAcT adjective. 
o deadlock noun halt, impasse, stalemate, 
standstill, stop, stoppage, tie. dead to the world 
see ASLEEP adjective 1. 


deaden verb 1 deprive of or lose vitality, force, 
etc. 2 (+ fo) make insensitive to. 

m 1 blunt, check, cushion, damp, diminish, hush, 

lessen, mitigate, muffle, mute, quieten, reduce, 

smother, soften, stifle, suppress, weaken. 2 

anaesthetize, desensitize, dull, numb, paralyse. 


deadly adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 causing fatal 
injury or serious damage. 2 intense. 3 accurate. 
4 deathlike. 5 dreary. © adverb 1 as if dead. 2 
extremely. o deadly nightshade plant with poi- 
sonous black berries. 


n adjective 1 dangerous, destructive, fatal, 
harmful, lethal, mortal, noxious, terminal. 


deaf /def/ adjective 1 wholly or partly unable to 
hear. 2 (+ fo) refusing to listen ro or comply with. 
o deaf-aid hearing aid. deaf-and-dumb alpha- 
bet, language sign language. deaf mute deafand 
dumb person. o deafness noun. 


deafen verb (often as deafening adjective) over- 
power or make deaf with noise, esp. temporarily. 
o deafeningly adverb. 


| m (deafening) see Loup adjective 1. 


deal! verb (past & past participle dealt /delt/) 4 
(+ with) take measures to resolve, placate, etc. 2 
(+ with) treat (subject). 3 (+ with) do business 
or associate with. 4 (often + by, with) behave in 
specified way. 5 (+ in) sell. 6 (often + out, round) 
distribute. 7 administer. @ noun 1 (usually a 
good or great deal) large amount. 2 (usually a 
good or great deal) considerably. 3 business 
arrangement etc. 4 specified treatment. 5 dealing 
of cards. 6 player’s turn to deal. 
verb 1 (deal with) see MANAGE 5. 2 (deal with) 

see TREAT ver 1. 5 (dealin) buy and sell, do 

business in, trade in, traffic in. 6 allot, apportion, 
assign, dispense, distribute, divide, dole out, give 
out, share out. 7 administer, deliver, give, inflict, 
literary mete out. © noun 1 amount, quantity, 
volume. 3 agreement, arrangement, bargain, 
contract, pact, settlement, transaction, 
understanding. 


deal? noun fir or pine timber, esp. as boards. 
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dealer oun 1 trader. 2 player dealing at cards 
m 1 agent, broker, distributor, esp. US & Scottish j 
merchant, retailer, shopkeeper, stockist, supplier. 
trader, tradesman, vendor, wholesaler. 4 


dealings plural noun conduct or transactions. 


dean noun 1 head of ecclesiastical chapter. 2 
(usually rural dean) clergyman supervising 
parochial clergy. 3 college or university officia] 
with disciplinary functions. 4 head of university 
faculty. 


deanery noun (plural -ies) 1 dean’s house or 
position. 2 parishes presided over by rural dean. 


dear adjective 1 beloved. 2 used before person's 
name, esp. at beginning of letter. 3 (often + to) 
precious. 4 expensive. ©noun dear person. 
© adverb at great cost. © interjection (usually oh 
dear! or dear mel) expressing surprise, dismay, 
etc. o dearly adverb. 
m adjective 1 adored, beloved, close, darling, 
intimate, lovable, loved, venerated. 3 cherished, 
esteemed, precious, prized, treasured, valued. 4 
costly, exorbitant, expensive, highly priced, 
high-priced, overpriced, colloquial pricey. © noun 
see DARLING NOUN. 


dearth /d3:6/ noun scarcity, lack. 


death /de6/ noun 1 dying; end of life. 2 being 

dead. 3 person killed. 4 cause of death. 5 destruc- 
tion. o death blow 1 blow etc. causing death. 2 
action, event etc. ending something. death mask 
cast of dead person’s face. death penalty capital 
punishment. death rate yearly deaths per 1000 
of population. death rattle gurgling in throat at 
death. death row part of prison for those sen- 
tenced to death. death squad paramilitary 
group. death trap unsafe place, vehicle, etc. 
death warrant order of execution. death-watch 
beetle beetle that bores into wood and makes 
ticking sound. put to death kill; cause to be 
killed. o deathless adjective. deathlike adjec- 
tive. 

E 1 esp. Law formal decease, demise, dying, end. 

3 aay fatality, victim. o put to death see KILL 

verb 1. 


deathly adjective (-ier, -iest) like death. 
@ adverb in deathly manner. 


deb noun colloquial débutante. 


debacle /derba:k(ə)l/ noun 1 utter collapse. 2 
confused rush. 


debar /dr'ba:/ verb (-rr-) (+ from) exclude from. 
o debarment noun. 


debark /di:'ba:k/ verb land from ship; go ashore. 
o debarkation /-'kerf(ə)n/ noun. 


debase /dr'bers/ verb (-sing) 4 lower in charac- 
ter, quality, or value. 2 depreciate (coin) by 
alloying etc. o debasement noun. 

m 1 belittle, degrade, demean, depreciate, devalue, 

diminish, lower the tone of, pollute, ruin, soil, spoil, 

sully, vulgarize. 


debatable /dr'bertab(a)l/ adjective question 
able. 
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a arguable, contentious, controversial, 
controvertible, disputable, doubtful, dubious, 
moot ( point), open to doubt, open to question, 
problematical, questionable, uncertain, 
unsettled, unsure. 


debate /dr'bert/ verb (-ting) 1 discuss or dispute, 
esp. formally. 2 consider, ponder. @ noun discus- 
sion, esp. formal. 
a verb 1 argue, deliberate, discuss, dispute, 
question, wrangle. 2 chew over, consider, 
deliberate, mull over, ponder, reflect on, think over, 
colloquial weigh up. © noun argument, 
conference, controversy, deliberation, discussion, 
disputation, dispute, polemic. 


debauch /dr'bo:tJ/ verb 1 corrupt, deprave, 
debase. 2 (as debauched adjective) dissolute. 
o noun bout of debauchery. 


debauchee /dibo:'tSi:/ noun debauched person. 


debauchery noun excessive sensual indul- 
gence. . 


debenture /dr'bentfə/ noun company bond pro- 
viding for payment of interest. 


debilitate /dr'bilıtext/ verb (-ting) enfeeble. 
o debilitation noun. 


debility noun feebleness, esp. of health. 


debit /‘debit/ noun entry in account recording 
sum owed. © verb (-t-) (+ against, to) enter on 
debit side of account. 


| u verb bill, charge, invoice. 


debonair /deba'nea/ adjective 1 self-assured. 2 
pleasant. 


debouch /dr'bautJ/ verb 1 come out into open 
ground. 2 (often + into) (of river etc.) merge. 
o debouchment noun. 


debrief /di:'bri:f/ verb question (diplomat etc.) 
about completed mission. o debriefing noun. 


debris /‘debri:/ moun scattered fragments; 
wreckage. 


m bits, detritus, flotsam, fragments, litter, pieces, 
remains, rubbish, rubble, ruins, waste, wreckage. 


debt /det/ noun 1 money etc. owing. 2 obligation; 
state of owing. 

u 1 arrears. 2 indebtedness, liability, obligation; (in 

debt) beholden, defaulting, indebted, insolvent. 


debtor noun person owing money etc. 


debug /di:'bag/ verb (-gg-) 1 remove hidden 
microphones from. 2 remove defects from. 


debunk /di:'bank/ verb colloquial expose as 
spurious or false. 


début /'derbju:/ noun first public appearance. 


débutante /‘debju:ta:nt/ noun young woman 
making her social début. 


Dec. abbreviation December. 
deca- combining form ten. 


decade ['dekerd/ noun 1 10 years. 2 set or series 
of 10 


decadence /‘dekad(a)ns/ noun 1 moral or cul- 


debate | deceive 


tural decline. 2 immoral behaviour. o decadent 
adjective. 


m o decadent corrupt, debased, debauched, 
declining, degenerate, dissolute, immoral, 
self-indulgent. 


decaffeinated /di:'kzfmertid/ adjective with 
caffeine removed. 

decagon |'dekegen/ noun plane figure with 10 
sides and angles. o decagonal /-'kæg-/ adjective. 

decahedron /deka‘hi:dren/ noun solid figure 
with 10 faces. o decahedral adjective. 

decamp /di:'kemp/ verb 1 depart suddenly. 2 
break up or leave camp. 

decant /drkænt/ verb pour off (wine etc.) 
leaving sediment behind. 

decanter noun stoppered glass container for 
decanted wine or spirit. 

decapitate /drkepitert/ verb (-ting) behead. 
o decapitation zoun. 

decarbonize /di:'ka:banaiz/ verb (also -ise) 
(-zing or -sing) remove carbon etc. from (engine 
of car etc.). o decarbonization noun. 

decathlon /drke6len/ noun athletic contest of 
10 events. o decathlete noun. 

decay /dr'ke1/ verb 1 (cause to) rot or decompose. 
2 decline in quality, power, etc. © noun 1 rotten 
state. 2 decline. 

u verb 1 break down, corrode, decompose, 

disintegrate, fall apart, fester, go bad, go off, 

mortify, moulder, perish, putrefy, rot, spoil. 2 

atrophy, crumble, degenerate, deteriorate, 

disintegrate, dissolve, fall apart, shrivel, waste 

away, weaken, wither. 


decease /di'si:s/ noun esp. Law formal death. 
deceased formal adjective dead. © noun (the 
deceased) person who has died. 
deceit /di'si:t/ moun 1 deception. 2 trick. 
o deceitful adjective. deceitfulness noun. 
a 1 artifice, cheating, chicanery, craftiness, 
cunning, deceitfulness, deception, dishonesty, 
dissimulation, double-dealing, duplicity, guile, 
hypocrisy, insincerity, lying, misrepresentation, 
pretence, sham, slyness, treachery, trickery, 
underhandedness, untruthfulness. 2 see 
DECEPTION 2. D deceitful cheating, crafty, 
cunning, deceiving, deceptive, designing, 
dishonest, double-dealing, duplicitous, false, 
fraudulent, furtive, hypocritical, insincere, lying, 
secretive, colloquial shifty, sneaky, treacherous, 
tricky, two-faced, underhand, unfaithful, 
untrustworthy, wily. 


deceive /dr'si:v/ verb (-ving) 1 make (person) 
believe what is false; mislead. 2 (deceive 
oneself) persist in mistaken belief. 3 be unfaith- 
ful to. o deceiver noun. 
u 1 colloquial bamboozle, be an impostor, beguile, 
betray, blind, bluff, cheat, slang con, defraud, 
delude, colloquial diddle, double-cross, dupe, fool, 
fox, colloquial have on, hoax, hoodwink, colloquial 
kid, lead on, lie to, mislead, mystify, outsmart, 
outwit, swindle, colloquial take for a ride, take in, 
trick. 


decelerate | declassify 


decelerate /di:'seloreit/ verb (-ting) (cause to) 
reduce speed. o deceleration noun. 


m brake, decrease speed, go slower, lose speed, 
| slow down. 


December /dr'sembə/ noun twelfth month of 
year. 

decency /'di:sənsı/ noun (plural-ies) 1 correct, 
honourable, or modest behaviour. 2 (in plural) 
proprieties, manners. 

decennial /di'sentel/ adjective 1 lasting 10 
years. 2 recurring every 10 years. 

decent /'di:s(ə)nt/ adjective 1 conforming with 
standards of decency; not obscene. 2 respectable. 
3 acceptable; adequate. 4 kind.* o decently 
adverb. 

a 1, 2 acceptable, appropriate, becoming, 

befitting, chaste, courteous, decorous, delicate, 

fitting, honourable, modest, polite, presentable, 

proper, pure, respectable, seemly, sensitive, 

suitable, tasteful. 3 acceptable, adequate, fair, 

good, passable, reasonable, satisfactory. 4 see 

KIND adjective. 


decentralize /di:'sentralaiz/ verb (also -ise) 
(-zing or -sing) transfer (power etc.) from central 
to local authority. 0 decentralization noun. 


deception /di'sepf(e)n/ noun 1 deceiving, 
being deceived. 2 thing that deceives. 

m 1 see DECEIT 1. 2 bluff, cheat, slang con, 

confidence trick, cover-up, deceit, fake, feint, 

colloquial fiddle, fraud, hoax, imposture, lie, 

pretence, ruse, sham, stratagem, subterfuge, 

swindle, trick, wile. 


gocoptive /dr'septrv/ adjective likely to mis- 
lead. 

m ambiguous, deceiving, delusive, dishonest, 
distorted, equivocal, evasive, fallacious, false, 
fraudulent, illusory, insincere, misleading, 
specious, spurious, treacherous, unreliable, 
wrong. 


deci- combining form one-tenth. 


decibel /‘desibel/ noun unit used in comparison 
of sound etc. levels. 


decide /di'said/ verb (-ding) 1 (usually + to do, 
that, on, about) resolve after consideration. 2 
Settle (issue etc.). 3 (usually + between, for, 
against, in favour of, that) give judgement. 
1 choose, conclude, determine, elect, make up 
one's mind, opt, resolve; (decide on) choose, opt 
for, pick, select, settle on. 2 determine, resolve, 
settle. 3 adjudicate, arbitrate, judge, reach a 
decision. 


decided adjective 1 definite, unquestionable. 2 
positive, resolute. o decidedly adverb. 


| @ see DEFINITE 1-2. 


deciduous /dt'sidjuas/ adjective 1 (of tree) shed- 
ding leaves annually. 2 (of leaves etc.) shed peri- 
odically. 

decimal /‘desm(e)!/ adjective 1 (of system of 
numbers, weights, measures, etc.) based on 10. 
2 of tenths or 10. 3 proceeding by tens. © noun 
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decimal fraction. u decimal fraction fraction 
expressed in tenths, hundredths, etc., esp, by 
units to right of decimal point. decimal point dot 
placed before fraction in decimal fraction; 


decimalize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 
express as decimal. 2 convert to decimal System, 
o decimalization noun. 3 


decimate /‘desmeit/ verb (-ting) destroy large 
proportion of. o decimation noun. 


USAGE Decimate should not be used to Mean 
‘defeat utterly’. 


decipher /di'sarfe/ verb 1 convert (coded 
information) into intelligible language. 2 deter- 
mine the meaning of. o decipherable adjective. 


u decode, figure out, read, translate, unravel, 
unscramble, work out. 


decision /d1'si3(a)n/ noun 1 deciding. 2 reso. 
lution after consideration. 3 settlement. 4 reso- 
luteness. 


u 2, 3 conclusion, decree, finding, judgement, 
outcome, result, ruling, verdict. 


decisive /dr'satstv/ adjective 1 conclusive; set- 
tling an issue. 2 unhesitating. o decisively 
adverb. decisiveness noun. 

m 1 conclusive, convincing, crucial, final, 

influential, positive, significant. 2 certain, 

confident, decided, definite, determined, firm, 

forceful, forthright, resolute, strong-minded, sure, 

unhesitating. 


deck noun 1 platform ina ship serving asa floor. 
2 floor of bus etc. 3 section for playing discs or 
tapes etc. in sound system. 4 US pack of cards. 
overb (often + out) decorate. odeck-chair 
outdoor folding chair. 


declaim /drkleim/ verb speak, recite, etc. as if 
addressing audience. o declamation noun. 
declamatory /-'klæm-/ adjective. 


declaration /deklə'rerf(ə)n/ noun 1 declaring. 
2 emphatic, deliberate, or formal statement. 
1, 2 affirmation, announcement, assertion, 
formal avowal, confirmation, deposition, 
disclosure, proclamation, profession, 
promulgation, pronouncement, protestation, 
revelation, statement. 2 edict, manifesto, notice, 
testimony. 


declare /dr'klea/ verb (-ring) 1 announce openly 
or formally. 2 pronounce. 3 (usually + that) 
assert emphatically. 4 acknowledge possession 
of (dutiable goods, income, etc.). 5 Cricket close 
(innings) voluntarily before team is out. 6 Car 
pane trump suit. o declaratory /-'klzr-/ adjec- 
ive. 
8 1, 2 announce, broadcast, decree, disclose, 
make known, proclaim, pronounce, report, reveal: 
show, trumpet forth. 3 affirm, assert, attest, for! mal 
avow, certify, claim, confirm, contend, emphasize, 
insist, maintain, profess, protest, say, state, swear, 
testify, witness. 


declassify /di:'klæsıfa1/ verb (-les, led) declar? 
(information etc.) to be no longer secret- 
o declassification noun. 
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declension /drklenJ(e)n/ noun 1 Grammar 
variation of form of noun etc., to show gram- 
matical case. 2 Grammar class of nouns with 
same inflections. 3 deterioration. 


declination /deklrne1f(a)n/ noun 1 downward 
bend. 2 angular distance north or south of celes- 
tial equator. 3 deviation of compass needle from 
true north. 


decline /dr'klam/ verb (-ning) 1 deteriorate; lose 
strength or vigour; decrease. 2 refuse. 3 slope or 
bend downwards. 4 Grammar state case forms 
of (noun etc.). © noun deterioration. o declining 
years old age. 
a verb 1 decrease, degenerate, deteriorate, die 
away, diminish, drop away, dwindle, ebb, fail, fall 
off, flag, lessen, peter out, reduce, shrink, sink, 
slacken, subside, tail off, taper off, wane, weaken, 
wilt, worsen. 2 refuse, reject, turn down. © noun 
decrease, degeneration, deterioration, Music 
diminuendo, diminution, downturn, drop, fall, 
falling off, loss, recession, reduction, slump, 
worsening. 


declivity /dr'klıvıtı/ noun (plural -ies) down- 
ward slope. 

declutch /di:'klatS/ verb disengage clutch of 
motor vehicle. 

decoction /di'kokS(a)n/ noun 1 concentration 
or extraction of essence by boiling. 2 extracted 
essence. 

decode /di:'koud/ verb (-ding) decipher. 
a decoder noun. 


a crack, decipher, explain, figure out, interpret, 
make out, read, solve, understand, unravel, 
unscramble. 


decoke /di:'kəvk/ verb (-king) colloquial decar- 
bonize. 

décolletage /derkol'ta:3/ noun low neckline of 
woman’s dress. [French] 

décolleté /der'knlter/ adjective (also 
décolletée) having low neckline. [French] 

decompose /di:kem'pauz/ verb (-sing) 1 rot. 
2 separate into elements. ao decomposition 
/di:kompe'z1J(e)n/ noun. 


a 1 break down, decay, disintegrate, go off, 
moulder, putrefy, rot. 


decompress /di:kəm'pres/ verb subject to 
decompression. 

decompression /di:kom'pref(a)n/ noun 1 
release from compression. 2 reduction of pres- 
sure on deep-sea diver etc. o decompression 
chamber enclosed space for decompression. 

decongestant /di:ken'd3est(e)nt/ noun medi- 
cine etc. that relieves nasal congestion. 

decontaminate /di:kan'teemmeit/ verb (ting) 
remove contamination from. odecontamin- 
ation noun. 


décor /‘derko:/ noun furnishings and decoration 
of room, stage, etc. 

decorate /'dekərert/ verb (-ting) 1 adorn. 2 
paint, wallpaper, etc. (room etc.). 3 give medal or 
award to. 


declension | decree 


u 1 adorn, array, beautify, bedeck, colour, deck, 
embellish, embroider, festoon, garnish, 
ornament, prettify, smarten up, spruce up, 
colloquial tart up, trim. 2 colloquial do up, paint, 
paper, redecorate, refurbish, renovate, wallpaper. 
3 give a medal to, honour, reward. 


decoration noun 1 decorating. 2 thing that dec- 
orates. 3 medal etc. 4 (in plural) flags etc. put up 
on festive occasion. 

m 2 accessory, adornment, arabesque, 

elaboration, embellishment, flourish, ornament, 

ornamentation, trimming; (decorations) finery, 

trappings. 3 award, badge, colours, medal, order, 

ribbon, star. : 


decorative /'dekərətıv/ adjective pleasing in 
appearance. o decoratively adverb. 


m elaborate, fancy, non-functional, ornamental, 
ornate. 


decorator noun person who decorates for a 
living. 

decorous /‘dekeres/ adjective having or 
showing decorum. o decorously adverb. 

m appropriate, becoming, befitting, correct, 

decent, dignified, fitting, genteel, polite, 

presentable, proper, refined, respectable, sedate, 

seemly, staid, suitable, well behaved. 


decorum /di'ko:rem/ noun polite dignified 
behaviour. 
m correctness, decency, dignity, etiquette, good 
form, good manners, gravity, modesty, 
politeness, propriety, protocol, respectability, 
seemliness. 


decoy noun /‘di:ko1/ thing or person used as 
lure; bait, enticement. @ verb /di'ko1/ lure by 
decoy. 

a noun bait, distraction, diversion, enticement, 

inducement, lure, red herring, stool-pigeon, trap. 

© verb allure, attract, bait, draw, entice, inveigle, 

lead, lure, seduce, tempt, trick. 


decrease verb /di'kri:s/(-sing) make or become 
smaller or fewer. © noun /‘di:kri:s/ 1 decreasing. 
2 amount of this. 
m verb abate, condense, contract, curtail, cut, 
decline, die away, diminish, dwindle, ease off, fall 
off, lessen, lower, peter out, reduce, shrink, 
slacken, slim down, subside, tail off, taper off, turn 
down, wane. © noun abatement, contraction, 
curtailment, cut, cutback, decline, Music 
diminuendo, diminution, downturn, drop, 
dwindling, easing off, ebb, fall, falling off, lessening, 
lowering, reduction, shrinkage, wane. 


decree /drkri:/ noun 1 official legal order. 2 
legal decision. @verb (-ees, -eed) ordain by 
decree. o decree absolute final order for com- 
pletion of divorce. decree nisi /'narsar/ provi- 
sional order for divorce. 

a noun 1 act, command, declaration, dictate, 
dictum, directive, edict, enactment, fiat, 
injunction, law, mandate, order, ordinance, 
proclamation, promulgation, regulation, ruling, 
statute. 2 see JUDGEMENT 4. © verb command, 


decrepit | defective 


| decide, declare, determine, dictate, direct, ordain, 
order, prescribe, proclaim, promulgate, 
| pronounce, rule. 


decrepit /dr'krepit/ adjective 1 weakened by age 
or infirmity. 2 dilapidated. o decrepitude noun. 
m 1 feeble, frail, infirm, old, weak. 2 battered, 
broken-down, derelict, dilapidated, ramshackle, 
tumbledown, worn out. 


decry /dr'krar/ verb (-ies, -ied) disparage. 


dedicate /‘dedikeit/ verb (-ting) 1 (often + to) 
devote (oneself) to a purpose etc. 2 (often + to) 
address (book etc.) to friend or patron etc. 3 (often 
+ to) devote (building etc.) to saint etc. 4 (as 
dedicated adjective) having single-minded loy- 
alty or purpose. o dedicatory adjective. 

m 1 commit, consecrate, devote, give, pledge, set 

apart. 2 address, inscribe. 3 consecrate, hallow, 

sanctify. 4 (dedicated) see KEEN’ 1, LOYAL. 


dedication noun 1 dedicating. 2 words with 
which book is dedicated. 

m 1 adherence, allegiance, commitment, devotion, 

enthusiasm, faithfulness, fidelity, loyalty, 

single-mindedness, zeal. 2 inscription. 


deduce /di'dju:s/ verb (-cing) (often + from) 
infer logically. o deducible adjective. 
m conclude, divine, draw the conclusion, 
extrapolate, gather, glean, infer, reason, surmise, 
slang suss out, understand, work out. 


deduct /dr'dakt/ verb (often + from) subtract, 
take away, withhold. 


| m knock off, subtract, take away, withhold. 


deductible adjective that may be deducted esp. 
from tax or taxable income. 


deduction /di'dakS(a)n/ noun 1 deducting. 2 
amount deducted. 3 inference from general to 
particular. 

m 1 removal, subtraction, withdrawal. 2 allowance, 

discount, reduction. 3 conclusion, finding, 

inference, reasoning, result. ‘ 


deductive adjective of or reasoning by deduc- 
tion. 


deed noun 1 thing done; action. 2 legal docu- 
ment. Odeed of covenant agreement to pay 
regular sum, esp. to charity. deed poll deed made 
by one party only, esp. to change one’s name. 

m 1 accomplishment, achievement, act, action, 

adventure, colloquial effort, endeavour, enterprise, 

exploit, feat, performance, stunt, undertaking. 


deem verb formal consider, judge. 


deep adjective 1 extending far down or in. 2 to 
or at specified depth. 3 low-pitched. 4 intense. 5 
profound. 6 (+ in) fully absorbed in, over- 
whelmed by. @ adverb 1 deeply. 2 far down or in. 
@ noun 1 deep state. 2 (the deep) poetical the sea. 
Odeep-freeze @ noun freezer. © verb freeze or 
Store in freezer. deep-fry fry with fat covering 
food. o deepen verb. deeply adverb. 
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m adjective 1 bottomless, fathomless, profound, 
unfathomable, unplumbed, yawning. 3 bass, 
booming, growling, low, low-pitched, resonant, 
reverberating, sonorous. 4 (deep feelings) 
earnest, extreme, genuine, heartfelt, intense, 
serious, sincere; (deep colour) dark, rich, strong, 
vivid; (deep sleep) heavy, sound. 5 abstruse, 
arcane, difficult, esoteric, intellectual, learned, 
obscure, profound, recondite. 6 (deep in) 
absorbed in, engrossed in, immersed in, lostin, 
overwhelmed by, preoccupied with, rapt in. 


deer noun (plural same) 4-hoofed grazing 
animal, male usually with antlers. u deer- 
stalker cloth peaked cap with ear-flaps. 


deface /drfets/ verb (-cing) disfigure. o deface- 
ment noun. 

m blemish, damage, disfigure, harm, impair, 

injure, mar, mutilate, ruin, spoil, vandalize. 


de facto /det ‘feektau/ adjective existing in fact, 
whether by right or not. © adverb in fact. 


defame /dr'ferm/ verb (-ming) attack good name 
of. o defamation /defe'mers(a)n/ noun. defama- 
tory /-'feem-/ adjective. 


default /drfo:lt/ noun 1 failure to act, appear, or 
pay. 2 option selected by computer program etc. 
unless given alternative instruction. © verb fail 
to fulfil obligations. o by default because of lack 
ofan alternative etc. o defaulter noun. 


defeat /dr'fi:t/ verb 1 overcome in battle, contest, 
etc. 2 frustrate, baffle. © moun defeating, being 
defeated. o defeated adjective. 
u verb 1 beat, colloquial best, be victorious over, 
checkmate, slang clobber, conquer, crush, 
destroy, colloquial flatten, foil, get the better of, 
colloquial hammer, lay low, colloquial lick, master, 
outdo, outvote, outwit, overcome, overpower, 
overthrow, overwhelm, prevail over, put down, 
quell, repulse, rout, ruin, smash, subdue, 
subjugate, suppress, thrash, triumph over, 
trounce, literary vanquish, slang whip. 2 baffle, 
baulk, check, confound, foil, frustrate, stop, 
thwart. © noun beating, conquest, downfall, 
drubbing, failure, humiliation, colloquial licking, 
overthrow, colloquial put-down, rebuff, repulse, 
reverse, rout, setback, subjugation, thrashing, 
trouncing. 0 defeated see UNSUCCESSFUL. 


defeatism noun readiness to accept defeat. 
o defeatist noun & adjective. 


defecate /‘di:fikert/ verb (-ting) evacuate the 
bowels. o defecation noun. 


defect noun /'di:fekt/ 1 shortcoming. 2 fault. 
© verb /dr'fekt/ desert one’s country, cause, etc-, 
for another. o defection noun. defector noun. 
m noun 1 deficiency, failing, imperfection, 
inadequacy, lack, shortcoming, shortfall, want, 
weakness, weak point. 2 blemish, colloquial bug, 
error, fault, flaw, imperfection, irregularity, mark, 
mistake, spot, stain. © verb change sides, desert, 
go over. 


defective /drfektrv/ adjective faulty, imperfect. 
o defectiveness noun. 
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a broken, deficient, faulty, flawed, gone wrong, 
imperfect, incomplete, slang on the blink, 
unsatisfactory, wanting, weak. 


defence /di'fens/ noun (US defense) 1 (means 
of) defending. 2 justification. 3 defendant’s case 
or counsel. 4 players in defending position. 5 (in 
plural) fortifications. u defenceless adjective. 
a 1 barrier, cover, deterrence, deterrent, guard, 
protection, safeguard, security, shelter, shield. 2 
disputed alibi, apologia, apology, excuse, 
explanation, justification, plea, testimony, 
vindication. o defenceless exposed, helpless, 
impotent, insecure, powerless, unguarded, 
unprotected, vulnerable, weak. 


defend /di'fend/ verb 1 (often + against, from) 
resist attack made on; protect. 2 uphold by argu- 
ment. 3 Law conduct defence (of). 4 compete to 
retain (title). o defendable adjective. defender 
noun. 

u 1 cover, fight for, fortify, guard, keep safe, 

preserve, protect, safeguard, screen, secure, 

shelter, shield, stick up for, watch over. 2, 3 argue 

for, champion, justify, plead for, speak up for, stand 

by, stand up for, support, uphold, vindicate. 


defendant noun person accused or sued in 
court of law. 


| u accused, appellant, offender, prisoner. 


defense US = DEFENCE. 


defensible /di'fenstb(e)l/ adjective able to be 
defended or justified. 


defensive /drfenstv/ adjective 1 done or in- 
tended for defence. 2 overreacting to criticism. 
uon the defensive 1 expecting criticism. 2 
ready to defend. o defensively adverb. defen- 
siveness noun. 


| u 1 protective. 2 apologetic, self-justifying. 


defer’ /dr'fs:/ verb (-rr-) postpone. o deferment 
noun. deferral noun. 


adjourn, delay, hold over, lay aside, postpone, 
prorogue (parliament), put off, shelve, suspend. 
defer? /dr'fs:/ verb (-rr-) (+ to) yield or make con- 
cessions to. 


l m see YIELD verb 3. 


deference /'defərəns/ noun 1 respectful 
conduct. 2 compliance with another’s wishes. 
Din deference to out of respect for. 


n 1 see RESPECT moun 1.2 acquiescence, 
compliance, obedience, submission. 
deferential /defe'renS(e)l/ adjective respectful. 
o deferentially adverb. 


defiance /drfatons/ noun open disobedience; 
bold resistance. o defiant adjective. defiantly 
adverb. 
u o defiant aggressive, antagonistic, belligerent, 
bold, brazen, challenging, daring, disobedient, 
headstrong, insolent, insubordinate, mutinous, 
obstinate, rebellious, recalcitrant, refractory, 
self-willed, stubborn, truculent, uncooperative, 
unruly, unyielding. 


defence | deflation 


deficiency /dr'fifenst/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
being deficient. 2 (usually + of ) lack or shortage. 
3 thing lacking. 4 deficit. o deficiency disease 
disease caused by lack of essential element in 
et. 


deficient /drfif(e)nt/ adjective (often + in) 
incomplete or insufficient. 

m defective, inadequate, insufficient, lacking, 

meagre, scanty, scarce, short, colloquial sketchy, 

unsatisfactory, wanting, weak. 


deficit /‘defistt/ noun 1 amount by which total 
falls short. 2 excess of liabilities over assets. 

defile’ /drfanl/ verb (-ling) 1 make dirty; pollute. 
2 profane. o defilement noun. 

m 1 contaminate, dirty, foul, infect, poison, pollute, 

soil, stain, sully, taint, tarnish. 2 corrupt, degrade, 

desecrate, dishonour, profane, violate. 


defile? /dr'fail/ noun narrow gorge or pass. 
@ verb (-ling) march in file. 


define /dr'fam/ verb (-ning) 1 give meaning of. 2 
describe scope of. 3 outline; mark out the bound- 
ary of. o definable adjective. 

a 1 clarify, explain. 2 delineate, describe, 

determine, formulate, specify, spell out. 3 bound, 

circumscribe, demarcate, determine, fix, limit, 
mark off, mark out, outline. 


definite /‘defmit/ adjective 1 certain, firm, 
settled. 2 clearly defined; precise. o definite 
article the word (the in English) placed before a 
noun and implying a specific object, person, or 
idea. o definitely adverb. 
u 1 assured, categorical, certain, confident, 
confirmed, cut and dried, decided, determined, 
emphatic, firm, fixed, positive, settled, sure, 
unequivocal. 2 apparent, clear, clear-cut, decided, 
discernible, distinct, exact, explicit, express, 
marked, noticeable, obvious, particular, 
perceptible, plain, precise, pronounced, specific, 
unambiguous, unmistakable, well defined. 
n definitely beyond doubt, certainly, doubtless, 
for certain, indubitably, positively, surely, 
unquestionably, without doubt, without fail. 


definition /defi'n1J(e)n/ noun 1 defining. 2state- 
ment of meaning of word etc. 3 distinctness in 
outline. 


m 14, 2 clarification, elucidation, explanation, 
interpretation. 3 clarity, clearness, focus, precision, 
sharpness. 


definitive /drfmrtrv/ adjective 1 decisive, 
unconditional, final. 2 (of edition etc.) most 
authoritative. 
u 4 complete, conclusive, decisive, final, last 
(word), permanent, settled, ultimate, 
unconditional. 2 authoritative, official, reliable, 
standard. 


deflate /di'flert/ verb (-ting) 1 let air out of (tyre 
etc.). 2 (cause to) lose confidence. 3 subject 
(economy) to deflation. 

deflation noun 1 deflating. 2 reduction of 
money in circulation to combat inflation. 
D deflationary adjective. 


deflect | delectation 


deflect /drflekt/ verb 1 bend or turn aside from 
purpose or course. 2 (often + from) (cause to) 
deviate. 0 deflection noun. 

m avert, deviate, divert, fend off, head off, 

intercept, parry, prevent, sidetrack, swerve, 

switch, turn aside, veer, ward off. 


deflower /di:'flava/ verb 1 deprive of virginity. 
2 ravage. 

defoliate /di:'fouliert/ verb (-ting) destroy 
leaves of. o defoliant noun. defoliation noun. 


deforest /di:'forist/ verb clear of forests. 
o deforestation noun. 


deform /di'fo:m/ verb (often as deformed 
adjective) make ugly or misshapen; disfigure. 
o deformation /di:-/ noun. 

u (deformed) bent, buckled, contorted, crippled, 

crooked, defaced, disfigured, distorted, gnarled, 

grotesque, malformed, mangled, misshapen, 

mutilated, twisted, ugly, warped. 


deformity /di'fo:miti/ noun (plural-ies) 1 being 
deformed. 2 malformation. 


defraud /dr'fro:d/ verb (often + of) cheat by 
fraud. o defrauder noun. 

| m cheat, slang con, literary cozen, deceive, 

colloquial diddle, embezzle, fleece, colloquial rip 

off, rob, swindle, trick. 


defray /drfret/ verb provide money for (cost). 
o defrayal noun. 


defrock /di:'‘frok/ verb deprive (esp. priest) of 
Office. 


defrost /di:'frost/ verb 1 remove frost or ice 
from. 2 unfreeze. 3 become unfrozen. 


deft adjective dexterous, skilful. o deftly adverb. 
deftness noun. 
| m adept, adroit, agile, clever, dexterous, expert, 
handy, neat, colloquial nifty, nimble, proficient, 
quick, skilful. 


defunct /drfankt/ adjective 1 no longer existing 
or in use. 2 dead. 


defuse /di:'fju:z/ verb(-sing) 1 remove fuse from 
(bomb etc.). 2 reduce tension in (crisis etc.). 
defy /drfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 resist openly. 2 
present insuperable obstacles to. 3 (+ to do) chal- 
lenge to do or prove something. 
m 1 challenge, confront, disobey, face up to, flout, 
kick against, rebel against, resist, stand up to, 
withstand. 2 baffle, beat, defeat, elude, foil, 
frustrate, repel, repulse, resist, thwart, withstand. 
3 challenge, dare. 


degenerate /dr'dzenərət/ adjective having lost 
usual or good qualities; immoral. © noun degen- 
erate person etc. @ verb /-reit/ (ting) become 
degenerate; get worse. o degeneracy noun. 
degeneration noun. 

m adjective see corRUPT adjective 2. © verb 

become worse, decline, deteriorate, regress, 

retrogress, sink, slip, weaken, worsen. 


degrade /drgreid/ verb (-ding) 1 (often as 
degrading adjective) humiliate; dishonour. 2 
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rank. o degradation 


reduce to lower 
Įdegrə'derf(ə)n/ noun. ; 
m 1 abase, cheapen, debase, dishonour, humiliate 
mortify; (degrading) see SHAMEFUL. 2 cashier, ` 


demote, depose, downgrade. 


degree /dr'gri:/ noun 1 stage in scale, series, or 
process. 2 stage in intensity. 3 unit of measure- 
ment of angle or temperature. 4 extent of burns, 
5 academic rank conferred by university etc, 

u 1 calibre, class, grade, order, position, rank, 

standard, standing, station, status. 2 extent, 

intensity, level, measure. 


dehumanize /di:‘hju:menarz/ verb (also -ise) 
(-zing or -sing) 1 remove human qualities from. 
2 make impersonal. o dehumanization noun. 


dehydrate /di:har'drert/ verb (-ting) 1. remove 


. water from. 2 make dry. 3 (often as dehydrated 


adjective) deprive of fluids; make very thirsty. 
o dehydration noun. 
de-ice /di:'ais/ verb (-cing) 1 remove ice from. 2 
prevent formation of ice on. o de-icer noun. 
deify /'di:fa1/ verb (-ies, -ied) make god or idol 
of. o deification noun. 


| m idolize, venerate, worship. 


deign /dem/ verb (+ to do) condescend to. 


m condescend, demean oneself, lower oneself, 
stoop, formal vouchsafe. 


deism /‘di:1z(2)m/ noun reasoned belief in exist- 
ence ofa god. o deist noun. deistic /-'1stk/ adjec- 
tive. 

deity /'dentr/ noun ( plural-ies) 1 god or goddess. 
2 divine status or nature. 

1 creator, divinity, god, goddess, godhead, idol, 

immortal, power, spirit, supreme being. 2 divinity. 


déjà vu /derza: 'vu:/ noun illusion of having 
already experienced present situation. [French] 


dejected /dr'dzektıd/ adjective sad, depressed. 
o dejectedly adverb. dejection noun. 

m depressed, disconsolate, dispirited, colloquial 

down, downcast, downhearted, heavy-hearted, 

in low spirits, sad. 


delay /dr'ler/ verb 1 postpone. 2 make late. 3 be 
late. @noun 1 delaying, being delayed. 2 time 
lost by this. 
m verb 1 defer, hold over, postpone, put back, put 
off, set back, stay, suspend. 2 check, detain, - 
hinder, hold up, impede, keep back, retard, set 
back, slow down, archaic or literary stay. 3 be slow, 
bide one's time, dally, dawdle, colloquial dilly-dally; 
drag one's feet, get bogged down, hang about, 
hang back, hang fire, hesitate, lag, linger, loiter, 
mark time, pause, play for time, procrastinate, 
Stall, archaic tarry, temporize, vacillate, wait. 
@ noun check, deferment, deferral, filibuster, 
hiatus, hitch, hold-up, interruption, moratorium, 
pause, postponement, setback, stay (ofexecution), 
stoppage, wait. 


delectable /drlektab(e)!/ adjective delightful. 
delectation /di:lek'ters(e)n/ noun enjoyment. 
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delegate noun /'deligat/ 1 elected representa- 
tive sent to conference. 2 member of delegation 
etc. © verb /‘deligeit/ (-ting) 1 (often + to) commit 
(power etc.) to deputy etc. 2 (often + to) entrust 
(task) to another. 3 send or authorize as repre- 
sentative. 

noun agent, ambassador, emissary, envoy, 

go-between, legate, messenger, nuncio, 

plenipotentiary, representative, spokesperson. 

© verb 1,2 assign, commit, depute, entrust, give. 

3 appoint, authorize, charge, commission, depute, 

designate, empower, mandate, nominate. 


delegation /delr'gerf(ə)n/ noun 1 group repre- 
senting others. 2 delegating, being delegated. 


| u 1 commission, deputation, mission. 


delete /dr'li:t/ verb (-ting) strike out (word etc.). 
o deletion noun. 

u blot out, cancel, cross out, cut out, edit out, 

efface, eliminate, eradicate, erase, expunge, 

obliterate, remove, rub out, strike out, wipe out. 


deleterious /delrtorrəs/ adjective harmful. 


delft noun (also delftware) type of glazed earth- 
enware. 


deli /‘deli/ noun (plural -s) colloquial delicates- 
sen. 


deliberate adjective /di'liberat/ 1 intentional, 
considered. 2 unhurried. overb /dr'liberert/ 
(-ting) 1 think carefully. 2 discuss. o deliber- 
ately adverb. 
u adjective 1 arranged, calculated, cold-blooded, 
conscious, contrived, designed, intended, 
| intentional, knowing, organized, planned, 
pre-arranged, preconceived, premeditated, 
prepared, purposeful, studied, thought out, wilful, 
worked out. 2 careful, cautious, circumspect, 
considered, diligent, measured, methodical, 
orderly, painstaking, regular, slow, thoughtful, 
unhurried, watchful. © verb 1 see THINK verb 3. 2 
see DISCUSS. 


deliberation /diliba'rerJ()n/ noun careful con- 
sideration or slowness. 


deliberative /drlıbərətrv/ adjective (esp. of 
assembly etc.) of or for deliberation. 


delicacy /‘delikast/ noun (plural -ies) 1 being 
delicate. 2 choice food. 

m 1 accuracy, care, cleverness, daintiness, 

discrimination, exquisiteness, fineness, finesse, 

fragility, intricacy, precision, sensitivity, subtlety, 

tact. 2 rarity, speciality, treat. < 


delicate /‘delikat/ adjective 1 fine in texture, 

quality, etc. 2 subtle; hard to discern. 3 suscep- 

tible; tender. 4 requiring tact. 5 tactful, sensi- 

tive. 6 skilful. o delicately adverb. 
m 1 dainty, diaphanous, elegant, exquisite, 
feathery, fine, flimsy, fragile, gauzy, gentle, 
intricate, light, slender, soft. 2 faint, mild, muted, 
pale, slight, subtle. 3 feeble, fragile, frail, puny, 
sickly, susceptible, tender, unhealthy, weak. 4 
awkward, confidential, embarrassing, private, 
problematical, prudish, colloquial sticky, ticklish, 
touchy. 5 considerate, diplomatic, discreet, 


delegate | deliver 


judicious, prudent, sensitive, tactful. 6 accurate, 
careful, clever, deft, precise, skilled. 


delicatessen /delika'tes(a)n/ moun 


i shop 
selling esp. exotic cooked meats, cheeses, etc. 

delicious /drlifas/ adjective highly enjoyable 
esp. to taste or smell. o deliciously adverb. 


n appetizing, choice, delectable, enjoyable, 
luscious, mouth-watering, nice, palatable, 
savoury, colloquial scrumptious, succulent, tasty, 
tempting, toothsome, colloquial yummy. 


delight /drlatt/ verb 1 (often as delighted 
adjective) please greatly. 2 (+ in) take great pleas- 
ure in. ọnoun 1 great pleasure. 2 thing that 
delights. o delightful adjective. delightfully 
adverb. 
a verb 1 amuse, bewitch, captivate, charm, cheer, 
divert, enchant, enrapture, entertain, enthral, 
entrance, fascinate, gladden, gratify, please, 
ravish, thrill, transport; (delighted) see HAPPY 1, 
PLEASED (PLEASE). 2 (delight in) see ENJOY 1. 
© noun 1 bliss, delectation, ecstasy, 
enchantment, enjoyment, felicity, gratification, 
happiness, joy, paradise, pleasure, rapture, 
satisfaction. 2 joy, pleasure, satisfaction. 
u delightful agreeable, attractive, captivating, 
charming, congenial, delectable, diverting, 
enjoyable, nice, pleasant, pleasing, pleasurable, 
rewarding, satisfying, spellbinding. 


delimit /dr'init/ verb (-t-) fix limits or boundary 
of. o delimitation noun. 


delineate /dr'lmteit/ verb (-ting) portray by 
drawing or in words. o delineation noun. 


delinquent /drlmkwənt/ noun offender. 
© adjective 1 guilty ofmisdeed. 2 failing ina duty. 
o delinquency noun. 

a noun criminal, culprit, hooligan, lawbreaker, 

malefactor, miscreant, offender, colloquial 

roughneck, ruffian, colloquial tearaway, vandal, 

wrongdoer, young offender. 


deliquesce /delikwes/ verb (-cing) 1 become 
liquid. 2 dissolve in moisture from the air. 
o deliquescence noun. deliquescent adjective. 


delirious /drliries/ adjective 1 affected with 
delirium. 2 wildly excited. o deliriously adverb. 
n 1 beside oneself, crazy, demented, deranged, 
distracted, drunk, feverish, frantic, frenzied, 
hysterical, incoherent, irrational, light-headed, 
mad, rambling, wild. 2 ecstatic, excited. 


delirium /drlirrem/ noun 1 disordered state of 
mind, with incoherent speech etc. 2 wildly 
excited mood. o delirium tremens /‘tri:menz/ 
psychosis of chronic alcoholism with tremors 
and hallucinations. 


deliver /di'lrva/ verb 1 convey (letters, goods) to 
destination. 2 (often + to) hand over. 3 (often + 
from) save, rescue, set free. 4 assist in giving 
birth or at birth of. 5 utter (speech). 6 launch 
or aim (blow etc.). 7 (in full deliver the goods) 
colloquial provide or carry out what is required. 
o deliverer noun. 


deliverance | demolish 


| m 1, 2 bear, bring, carry, cart, convey, distribute, 
give out, hand over, make over, present, supply, 
surrender, take round, transfer, transport, turn 
cover. 3 see RESCUE Verb 1. 5 announce, 

Í broadcast, give, make, present, read, recite, speak, 

| utter. 6 administer, aim, deal, direct, fire, inflict, 

launch, strike, throw. 


deliverance noun rescuing. 
delivery /driivari/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
delivering; distribution of letters etc. 2 thing 
delivered. 3 childbirth. 4 manner of delivering 
(of speech, ball, etc.). 
m 1 consignment, conveyance, dispatch, 
distribution, shipment, transmission, 
transportation. 3 childbirth, confinement, formal 
parturition. 4 enunciation, execution, 
implementation, performance, presentation. 


dell noun small wooded valley. 
delouse /di:'laus/ verb (-sing) rid of lice. 
delphinium /del'fmiam/ noun (plural -s) 
garden plant with spikes of usually blue flowers. 
delta /‘delta/ noun 1 triangular alluvial tract at 
mouth of river. 2 fourth letter of Greek alphabet 
(4, 6). 3 fourth-class mark for work etc. o delta 
wing triangular swept-back wing of aircraft. 
delude /dr'lu:d/ verb (-ding) deceive, mislead. 
deluge /‘delju:ds/ noun 1 flood. 2 downpour of 
rain. 3 overwhelming rush. © verb (-ging) flood, 
inundate. 
m noun 1 flood, inundation, spate. 2 downpour, 
rainstorm, torrent. 3 flood, rush, spate, stream, 
torrent. @ verb drown, engulf, flood, inundate, 
overwhelm, submerge, swamp. 


delusion /dr'lu:3(2)n/ noun false belief or hope. 
O delusive adjective. delusory adjective. 

m dream, fantasy, hallucination, illusion, mirage, 

misconception, mistake, self-deception. 


de luxe /da 'laks/ adjective luxurious; superior; 
sumptuous. 

delve verb (-ving) 1 (often + in, into) research, 
search deeply. 2 poetical dig. 


m 1 explore, investigate, probe, research, search. 
2 burrow, dig. 


demagogue /‘demagng/ noun political agitator 
appealing to emotion. o demagogic /-'gogik/ 
adjective. demagogy /-gog1/) noun. 

demand /di'ma:nd/ noun 1 insistent and per- 
emptory request. 2 desire for commodity. 3 
urgent claim. @ verb 1 (often + of, from, to do, 
that) ask for insistently. 2 require. 3 (as 
demanding adjective) requiring effort, attention, 
etc. o demand feeding feeding baby whenever it 
cries. in demand wanted. 

m noun 1 literary behest, command, expectation, 
importunity, insistence, order, request, 

requisition. 2 call, desire, need, requirement, want. 
3 call, claim. @ verb 1 ask for, call for, claim, exact, 

insist on, order, request, require, requisition. 2 call 

for, cry out for, necessitate, need, require, want. 3 

(demanding) see DIFFICULT 1, IMPORTUNATE. O in 

demand see POPULAR 1. 
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demarcation /di:ma:'ker(ə)}n/ noun 1 
marking of boundary or limits. 2 trade union 
practice of restricting job to one union 
o demarcate /'di:-/ verb (-ting). 


demean /drmi:n/ verb (usually demean 
oneself) lower dignity of. a demeaning adjec- 
tive. 

@ abase, cheapen, debase, degrade, disgrace, 

humble, humiliate, lower, undervalue. 

o demeaning see SHAMEFUL. 


demeanour /di'mi:na/ noun (US demeanor) 1 
bearing. 2 outward behaviour. 


demented /di'mentid/ adjective mad. 


dementia /drmenfə/ noun chronic insanity. 
o dementia praecox /'pri:koks/ schizophrenia. 

demerara /dema'reara/ noun light brown cane 
sugar. 

demerit /di:'merit/ noun fault, defect. 

demesne /di'mi:n/ noun 1 landed property, 
estate. 2 possession (of land) as one’s own. 

demigod /‘demigod/ noun 1 partly divine being. 
2 colloquial godlike person. 

demijohn /‘demid3nn/ noun large wicker-cased 
bottle. 

demilitarize /di:muuteraiz/ verb (also -ise) 
(-zing or -sing) remove army etc. from (zone etc.). 

demi-monde /'demmond/ noun 1 class of 
women of doubtful morality. 2 semi-respectable 
group. [French] 

demise /dr'maiz/ noun death; termination. 


demisemiquaver /demi'semikwerva/ noun 
Music note equal to half semiquaver. 


demist /di:'mist/ verb clear mist from (wind- 
screen etc.). o demister noun. 


demo /‘demau/ noun (plural -s) colloquial 
demonstration, esp. political. 


demobilize /di:'maubilaiz/ verb (also -ise) 
(-zing or -sing) disband (troops etc.). 0 demobil- 
ization noun. 

democracy /dr'mokrasi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
government by the whole population, usually 
irongti elected representatives. 2 state so gov- 
erned. 


democrat /'deməkræt/ noun 1 advocate of 
democracy. 2 (Democrat) member of US Demo- 
cratic Party. 


democratic /demə'krætık/ adjective 1 of, like, 
or practising democracy. 2 favouring soci 
equality. o democratically adverb. democra- 
tize /dr'mvokrətarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing oF 
-sing). democratization noun. 


m 1 chosen, elected, elective, popular, 
representative. 2 classless, egalitarian. 


demography /di'mpgrefi/ noun study of stat- 
istics of birth, death, disease, etc. o demo- 
graphic /demo'greefik/ adjective. 

demolish /dr'molif/ verb 1 pull down (building); 
destroy. 2 refute. 3 jocular eat up voraciously- 
a demolition /demə'lıf(ə)n/ noun. 
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a 1 break down, bulldoze, destroy, dismantle, 
flatten, knock down, level, pull down, raze, tear 
down, topple, undo, wreck. 


demon /‘di:man/ noun 1 devil; evil spirit. 2 
forceful or skilful performer. o demonic 
/di'montk/ adjective. 


l a 1 devil, evil spirit, fiend, goblin, imp, spirit. 


demoniac /dr'mooniek/ adjective 1 frenzied. 2 
supposedly possessed by evil spirit. 3 of or like 
demons. @moun demoniac person. O demon- 
iacal /di:mə'narək(ə)l/ adjective. 

demonology /di:me'nvled31/ noun study of 
demons. 

demonstrable /‘demanstrab(s)l/ adjective 
able to be shown or proved. o demonstrably 
adverb. 

evident, incontrovertible, indisputable, 

irrefutable, palpable, positive, provable, 

undeniable, unquestionable, verifiable. 


demonstrate /‘demanstreit/ verb (-ting) 1 
show (feelings etc.). 2 describe and explain by 
experiment etc. 3 prove truth or existence of. 4 
take part in public demonstration. 

u 4 display, embody, evince, exemplify, exhibit, 

express, indicate, manifest, represent, show, 

typify. 2 describe, display, exhibit, explain, 
expound, illustrate, show, teach. 3 confirm, 
establish, prove, substantiate, verify. 4 march, 
parade, picket, protest. 


demonstration noun 1 demonstrating. 2 (+ 
of ) show of feeling etc. 3 political public march, 
meeting, etc. 4 proof by logic, argument, etc. 
u 1 description, display, exhibition, exposition, 
illustration, presentation, show, test, trial. 2 display, 
exhibition, expression, indication, manifestation, 
representation, show. 3 colloquial demo, march, 
parade, picket, protest, rally, sit-in. 4 confirmation, 
evidence, proof, substantiation, verification. 


demonstrative /drmonstrotiv/ adjective 1 
showing feelings readily; affectionate. 2 
Grammar indicating person or thing referred to. 
u demonstratively adverb. demonstrativeness 
noun. 

u 1 affectionate, effusive, emotional, loving, open, 

uninhibited, unreserved, unrestrained. 


demonstrator /‘demanstreite/ noun person 
making or taking part in demonstration. 

demoralize /di:'morelaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) destroy morale of. o demoralization 
noun. 

demote /di:'maut/ verb (-ting) reduce to lower 
rank or class. o demotion /-'mauJ(a)n/ noun. 


| m downgrade, reduce, relegate. 


demotic /di'motik/ noun colloquial form of a 
language. © adjective colloquial, vulgar. 

demotivate /di:'mautrveit/ verb (-ting) cause to 
lose motivation. o demotivation noun. 

demur /di'ms:/ verb (-rr-) (often + to, at) raise 
objections. @ noun (also demurral) /di'mar(2)!/ 
(usually in negative) objection, objecting. 


demon | denouement 


demure /di'mjuo/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 quiet, 
modest. 2 coy. o demurely adverb. demureness 
noun. 

[a] 1 diffident, modest, quiet, reserved, reticent, 

retiring, sedate, shy, sober, staid. 2 bashful, coy, 

prim, prissy. 


demystify /di:'mıstıfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) remove 
mystery from. 

den noun 1 wild animal's lair. 2 place of crime 
or vice. 3 small private room. 

u 1 burrow, hole, lair. 3 hideaway, hideout, hiding 

place, private place, retreat, sanctuary, secret 

place, study. 


denarius /di'neartes/ noun (plural -rii /-r1at/) 
ancient Roman silver coin. 


denationalize /di:'næfənəlarz/ verb (also -ise) 
(-zing or -sing) transfer (industry etc.) from 
national to private ownership. o denationaliza- 
tion noun. 

denature /di:'nertfə/ verb (-ring) 1 change prop- 
erties of. 2 make (alcohol) unfit for drinking. 

dendrology /den'drolad31/ noun study of trees. 
o dendrologist noun. 


denial /di'natel/ noun denying or refusing. 

u abnegation, contradiction, disavowal, 
disclaimer, negation, refusal, refutation, rejection, 
renunciation, repudiation, veto. 


denier /‘denja/ noun unit of weight measuring 
fineness of silk, nylon, etc. 


denigrate /‘denigreit/ verb (-ting) blacken 
reputation of. o denigration noun. denigratory 
/“grett-/ adjective. 

m belittle, criticize, decry, disparage, impugn, 

malign, colloquial put down, colloquial run down, 

sneer at, traduce, vilify. 


denim /‘denm/ noun 1 twilled cotton fabric. 2 
(in plural) jeans etc. made of this. 


denizen /‘deniz(s)n/ noun (usually + of) inhab- 
itant or occupant. 

denominate /drnommerit/ verb (-ting) give 
name to; describe as, call. 


denomination noun 1 Church or religious 
sect. 2 class of measurement or money. 3 name, 
esp. for classification. o0 denominational adjec- 
tive. 

u 1 church, communion, creed, cult, order, 

persuasion, schism, school, sect. 2class, size, 

unit, value. 3 category, class, classification, 

designation, kind, sort, species, type. 


denominator noun number below line in 
vulgar fraction; divisor. 

denote /dr'nəvt/ verb (-ting) 1 (often + that) be 
sign of; indicate. 2 be name for; signify. o de- 
notation /di:na'te1s(e)n/ noun. 


u designate, express, indicate, mean, represent, 
| signal, signify, stand for, symbolize. 


denouement /der'nu:ma/ noun final reso- 
lution in play, novel, etc. 


denounce | dependent 


u climax, colloquial pay-off, resolution, solution, 
sorting out, unravelling. 


denounce /dr'nauns/ verb (-cing) 1 accuse pub- 

licly. 2 inform against. 

| m 1 accuse, attack, blame, brand, censure, 
complain about, condemn, criticize, declaim 
against, decry, fulminate against, hold forth 
against, impugn, incriminate, inveigh against, 
pillory, stigmatize, vilify, vituperate. 2 betray, 
inform against, report, reveal. 


dense /dens/ adjective 1 closely compacted. 2 
crowded together. 3 stupid. o densely adverb. 
denseness noun. 

m 1 close, compact, concentrated, heavy, 

impassable, impenetrable, lush, massed, solid, 

thick, tight, viscous. 2 concentrated, crowded, 

colloquial jam-packed, packed. 3 see STUPID 1. 


| 


density /'densıtı/ moun (plural -ies) 1 
denseness. 2 quantity of mass per unit volume. 3 
opacity of photographic image. 

dent noun 1 depression in surface. 2 noticeable 
adverse effect. © verb make dent in. 

m noun 1 concavity, depression, dimple, dint, dip, 

hollow, indentation, pit. @ verb bend, buckle, 

crumple, knock in. 


dental /‘deni(2)l/ adjective 1 of teeth or dentis- 
try. 2 (of sound) made with tongue-tip against 
front teeth. o dental floss thread used to clean 
between teeth. dental surgeon dentist. 


dentate /‘deniert/ adjective toothed, notched. 

dentifrice /‘dentifris/ noun tooth powder or 
toothpaste. 

dentine /‘denti:n/ noun hard dense tissue 
forming most of tooth. 


dentist /‘dentist/ noun person qualified to treat, 
extract, etc., teeth. o dentistry noun. 

denture /‘dentfa/ noun (usually in plural) 
removable artificial teeth. 

denude /di'nju:d/ verb (-ding) 1 make naked or 
bare. 2 (+ of) strip of (covering etc.). o denuda- 
tion /di:-/ noun. 


m 1 bare, defoliate, deforest, expose, Strip, 
unclothe, uncover. 


denunciation /dmansrer{(a)n/ noun denoun- 
cing. 
deny /dr'nar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 declare untrue or 
non-existent. 2 repudiate. 3 (often + to) withhold 
from. 4 (deny oneself) be abstinent. 
m 1 contradict, controvert, dispute, gainsay, 
negate, oppose, rebut, disputed refute. 2 disclaim, 
disown, reject, repudiate. 3 begrudge, deprive of, 
disallow, refuse, withhold. 4 (deny oneself) see 
ABSTAIN 1. 


deodorant /di:'sudarant/ noun substance 
applied to body or sprayed into air to conceal 
smells. 

deodorize /di:'‘sudaraiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or-sing) remove smell of. o deodorization noun. 
deoxyribonucleic acid /di:okstratbav- 
nju:'klenk/ see DNA. 
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dep. abbreviation 1 departs. 2 deputy. 


depart /dr'pa:t/ verb 1 (often + from) go away; 

leave. 2 (usually + for) set out. 3 (usually + from) 

deviate. 4 die; leave by death. 
n 1, 2 abscond, check out, colloquial clear off, 
decamp, disappear, embark, emigrate, escape, 
exit, go away, slang hit the road, leave, make off, 
colloquial make oneself scarce, colloquial make 
tracks, migrate, move away, move off, colloquial 
push off, quit, retire, retreat, run away, run off, 
slang scarper, colloquial scram, set forth, set off, 
set out, start, take one's leave, vanish, withdraw. 3 


see DEVIATE. 


departed adjective bygone. onoun (the 
departed) euphemistic dead person or people. 


l m adjective see DEAD adjective 1. 


department noun 1 separate part of complex 
whole, esp. branch of administration; division 
of school etc.; section of large store. 2 area of 
expertise. 3 French administrative district. 
o department store shop with many depart- 
ments. o departmental /di:pa:t'ment(a)]/ adjec- 
tive. 

@ 1 branch, division, office, part, section, sector, 

subdivision, unit. 2 area, concern, domain, field, 

function, job, line, province, responsibility, 

specialism, sphere. 


departure /di'pa:tfa/ noun 1 departing. 2 new 
course of action etc. 

m 1 disappearance, embarkation, escape, exit, 

exodus, going, retirement, retreat, withdrawal. 


depend /di'pend/ verb 1 (often + on, upon) be 
controlled or determined by. 2 (+ on, upon) need; 
rely on. 
m 1 (depend on) be contingent on, hinge on, pivot 
on, rest on. 2 (depend on) colloquial bank on, 
count on, need, put one’s faith in, reckon on, rely 
on, trust. 


dependable adjective reliable. u dependabil- 
ity noun. 
m conscientious, consistent, faithful, honest, 
regular, reliable, safe, sound, steady, true, 
trustworthy, unfailing. 


dependant noun person supported, esp. finan- 
cially, by another. 


dependence noun 1 depending, being depend- 
ent. 2 reliance. 


1 see ADDICTION (ADDICTED). 2 confidence, 
reliance, trust. 


dependency noun (plural -ies) 1 country etc. 
coritrlled by another. 2 dependence (on drugs 
etc.). 


dependent adjective 1 (usually + on) de- 
pending. 2 unable to do without (esp. drug). 3 
maintained at another's cost. 4 (of clause etc.) 
subordinate to word etc. 

m 1 (dependent on) conditional on, connected 

with, controlled by, determined by, liable to, 

relative to, subject to, vulnerable to. 2 addicted, 

enslaved, slang hooked, reliant. 
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depict /dr'prkt/ verb 1 represent in painting etc. 
2 describe. o depiction noun. 

1 delineate, draw, illustrate, paint, picture, 

portray, represent, reproduce, show, sketch. 2 

delineate, describe, outline, portray, represent, 

sketch. 


depilate /‘depilert/ verb (-ting) remove hair 
from. o depilation noun. depilator noun. 


depilatory /dr'piletert/ adjective that removes 
unwanted hair. © noun (plural -ies) depilatory 
substance. 


deplete /dr'pli:t/ verb (-ting) 1 (esp. as depleted 
adjective) reduce in numbers, quantity, etc. 2 
exhaust. o depletion noun. 


a 1 cut, decrease, lessen, reduce. 2 consume, 

| drain, exhaust, use up. 
deplorable /dr'plo:rab(a)l/ adjective exceed- 

ingly bad. o deplorably adverb. 

a colloquial awful, bad, blameworthy, 
discreditable, disgraceful, disreputable, dreadful, 
execrable, lamentable, regrettable, reprehensible, 
sad, scandalous, shameful, colloquial shocking, 
unfortunate, unworthy. 


deplore /dr'plo:/ verb (-ring) 1 find deplorable. 2 
regret. 


m 1 see CONDENN 1. 2 grieve over, lament, mourn, 
regret. 


deploy /di'ploi/ verb 1 spread out (troops) into 
line for action. 2 use (arguments etc.) effectively. 
a deployment noun. 


m 1 arrange, bring into action, distribute, manage, 
position. 2 marshal, muster. 
deponent /di'paunant/ noun person making 
. deposition under oath. 


depopulate /di:'‘popjuleit/ verb (ting) reduce 
population of. 0 depopulation noun. 


deport /dr'po:t/ verb 1 remove forcibly or 
exile to another country. 2 (deport oneself) 
behave (well, badly, etc.). deportation 
/di:-/ noun. 


m 1 banish, exile, expatriate, expel, remove, send 
abroad, historical transport. 
deportee /di:po:'ti:/ noun deported person. ` 


deportment noun bearing, demeanour. 


depose /dr'pauz/ verb (-sing) 1 remove from 
Office; dethrone. 2 (usually + to, that) testify on 
oath. 


u 1 demote, dethrone, dismiss, displace, get rid of, 
oust, remove, topple. 


deposit /drpozit/ noun 1 money in bank 
account. 2 thing stored for safe keeping. 3 
payment as pledge or first instalment. 4 return- 
able sum paid on hire of item. 5 layer of accumu- 
lated matter. © verb (-t-) 1 entrust for keeping. 2 
pay or leave as deposit. 3 put or lay down. 
0 deposit account bank account that pays inter- 
est but is not usually immediately accessible. 


` 


depict | depression 


u noun 3 advance payment, down payment, initial 
payment, part payment. 5 accumulation, alluvium, 
dregs, lees, precipitate, sediment, silt, sludge. 
@ verb 2 bank, pay in, save. 3 drop, dump, lay 
down, leave, park, place, put down, set down. 


depositary /drpozıtərı/ noun (plural -ies) 
person to whom thing is entrusted. 


deposition /depa'z1s(e)n/ noun 1 deposing. 2 
sworn evidence. 3 giving of this. 4 depositing. 


depositor noun person who deposits money, 
property, etc. 


depository /drpoziteri/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
storehouse. 2 store (of wisdom etc.). 3 depositary. 


depot /‘depau/ noun 1 military storehouse or 
headquarters. 2 place where vehicles, e.g. buses, 
are kept. 3 goods yard. : 

u 1 arsenal, base, cache, depository, dump, 

headquarters, hoard, store, storehouse. 2 garage, 

station, terminus. 


deprave /dr'prerv/ verb (-ving) corrupt morally. 


ua brutalize, corrupt, debase, degrade, influence, 
pervert. 


depravity /dr'preeviti/ noun (plural -ies) moral 
corruption; wickedness. 


deprecate /‘deprikert/ verb (-ting) express dis- 
approval of. o deprecation noun. deprecatory 
/“‘kerter1/ adjective. 


USAGE Deprecate is often confused with depreci- 
ate, 


depreciate /drpri:frert/ verb (-ting) 1 diminish 
in value. 2 belittle. adepreciatory /-Setar1/ 
adjective. 
USAGE Depreciate is often confused with depre- 
cate. 


n 1 decrease, deflate, drop, fall, go down, lessen, 
lower, reduce, slump, weaken. 2 see DISPARAGE. 
depreciation oun 1 depreciating. 2 decline in 
value. 


depredation /depri'detf(e)n/ noun (usually in 
plural) despoiling, ravaging. 


depress /dr'pres/ verb 1 make dispirited. 2 
lower; push down. 3 reduce activity of (esp. 
trade). 4 (as depressed adjective) suffering from 
depression. o depressing adjective. depress- 
ingly adverb. 

n 1 burden, cast down, discourage, dishearten, 

dismay, dispirit, enervate, grieve, oppress, 

sadden, tire, upset, weary. 3 bring down, deflate, 
push down, undermine, weaken. 4 (depressed) 

see SAD 1. 0 depressing see SAD 2. 


depressant adjective reducing activity, esp.of ~ 
body function. @ noun depressant substance. 


depression /di'pref(e)n/ noun 1 extreme dejec- 
tion. 2 long slump. 3 lowering of atmospheric 
pressure. 4 hollow or sunken area on a surface. 


Sss 


mauca 


depressive | descendant 


m 1 the blues, dejection, desolation, despair, 
despondency, gloom, glumness, heaviness, 
hopelessness, low spirits, melancholy, misery, 
pessimism, sadness, weariness. 2 decline, hard 
times, recession, slump. 4 cavity, concavity, dent, 
dimple, dip, excavation, hole, hollow, impression, 
indentation, pit, recess, rut. 


depressive /drpresıv/ adjective 1 tending 
towards depression. 2 tending to depress. @ noun 
chronically depressed person. 

deprivation /deprr'verf(a)n/ noun depriving, 
being deprived. 

deprive /di'prarv/ verb (-ving) 1 (usually + of) 
prevent from having or enjoying. 2 (as deprived 
adjective) lacking what is needed; underpriv- 
ileged. 

m 1 (deprive of ) cheat of, deny, dispossess of, 

refuse, rob of, starve of, strip of, take away, 

withdraw, withhold. 2 (deprived) see POOR 1. 


Dept. abbreviation Department. 

depth noun 1 deepness. 2 measure of this. 3 
wisdom. 4 intensity. 5 (usually in plural) deep, 
lowest, or inmost part. 6 (usually in plural) 
middle (of winter etc.). 7 (usually in plural) 
abyss. 8 (usually in plural) depressed state. 
Odepth-charge bomb exploding under water. 
in-depth thorough; done in depth. 

deputation /depju'te1s(a)n/ noun delegation. 

depute /dr'pju:t/ verb (-ting) (often + to) 4 dele- 
gate (task, authority). 2 authorize as represen- 
tative. 

deputize /‘depjutaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) (usually + for) act as deputy. 


m (deputize for) cover for, do the job of, replace, 
represent, stand in for, substitute for, take over 
from, understudy. 


deputy /‘depjuti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 person 
appointed to act for another. 2 parliamentary 
representative in some countries. 
u 1 agent, ambassador, assistant, delegate, 
emissary, locum, proxy, relief, replacement, 
representative, reserve, second in command, 
spokesperson, stand-in, substitute, supply, 
surrogate, understudy, vice-captain, 
vice-president. 


deracinate /drresmeit/ verb literary 1 tear up 
by roots. 2 obliterate. 

derail /di:'reil/ verb cause (train etc.) to leave 
rails. o derailment noun. 

derange /di'remd3/ verb (-ging) (usually as 
deranged adjective) make insane. o derange- 
ment oun. 

Derby /‘da:bi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 annual horse 
race at Epsom. 2 similar race or sporting event. 
derelict /‘derilkt/ adjective 1 abandoned. 2 
dilapidated. @ noun 1 vagrant. 2 abandoned 

property. 
m adjective 1 abandoned, deserted, desolate, 
forgotten, forlorn, forsaken, neglected, 


uncared-for, untended. 2 decrepit, dilapidated, 
| ruined, run-down, tumbledown. 
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dereliction /derrlikJ(e)n/ noun (usually + of) 
neglect (of duty etc.). 

deride /drraid/ verb (-ding) mock. n derision 
/-'r13-/ noun. 

de rigueur /da rrg3s:/ adjective required by 
fashion or etiquette. 

derisive /drraistv/ adjective scoffing, ironical, 
o derisively adverb. 

derisory /drratsar1/ adjective 1 (of sum offereg 
etc.) ridiculously small. 2 derisive. 

derivation /dert'verf(e)n/ noun 1 deriving, 
being derived. 2 origin or formation esp. of word. 
3 tracing of this. 

u 1 extraction. 2, 3 ancestry, beginning, descent, 

etymology, extraction, origin, root, source. 


derivative /dr'rivatrv/ adjective derived, not 
original. @ noun derived word or thing. 

derive /drrarv/ verb (-ving) 1 (usually + from) 
get or trace from a source. 2 (+ from) arise from. 
3 (usually + from) assert origin and formation of 
(word etc.). 

@ 1 acquire, collect, colloquial crib, draw, extract, 

gain, gather, get, glean, colloquial lift, obtain, pick 

up, procure, receive, secure, take. 2 see ORIGINATE 

1. 


dermatitis /d3:mə'tartıs/ noun inflammation of 
skin. 
dermatology /d3:me'toled31/ noun study of 
skin diseases. o dermatological /-ta'lod3-/ 
adjective. dermatologist noun. 
derogatory /dr'rogətərı/ adjective disparaging; 
insulting. 
derrick /‘dertk/ noun 1 crane. 2 framework over 
oil well etc. for drilling machinery. 
derris /‘derts/ noun insecticide made from pow- 
dered root of tropical plant. 
derv noun diesel fuel for road vehicles. 
dervish /'d3:vıf/ noun member of Muslim fra- 
ternity vowed to poverty and austerity. 
DES abbreviation historical Department of Edu- 
cation and Science. 
gescale /di:'skeil/ verb (-ling) remove scale 
m. 
descant /'deskænt/ noun harmonizing treble 
melody above basic hymn tune etc. 
descend /dr'send/ verb 1 come or go down; sink. 
2 slope down. 3 (usually + on) make sudden 
attack or visit. 4 (+ to) stoop (to unworthy act). 5 
-be passed on by inheritance. 6 alight from 
vehicle. obe descended from have as an 
ancestor. a 
m 1 climb down, come down, drop, fall, get down, 
go down, move down, plummet, plunge, sink, 
swoop down. 2 decline, dip, incline, slant, slope. 3 
(descend on) see arack verb 1. 6 see ALIGHT’ 1. 
O be descended from see ORIGINATE 1. 


descendant /drsend(ə)nt/ noun person etc. 
descended from another. 

m child, heir, scion, successor; (descendants) 

family, issue, line, lineage, offspring, posterity, 

Progeny, seed. 
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descent /drsent/ noun 1 act of descending. 2 
downward slope. 3 way down. 4 lineage. 5 
decline; fall. 6 sudden attack. 

1 dive, drop, fall, plunge. 2 declivity, dip, drop, 

fall, incline, slant, slope. 4 ancestry, background, 

blood, derivation, extraction, family, genealogy, 
heredity, lineage, origin, parentage, pedigree, 

stock, strain. 5 see FALL noun 1. 


describe /di'skraib/ verb (-bing) 1 state appear- 
ance, characteristics, etc. of. 2 (+ as) assert to be. 
3 draw or move in (curve etc.). 
a 1 characterize, define, delineate, depict, detail, 
explain, express, give an account of, narrate, 
outline, picture, portray, present, recount, relate, 
report, represent, sketch, speak of, tell about. 2 
(describe as) call, characterize as, depict as, label, 
portray as, present as, represent as. 3 draw, mark 
out, trace. 


description /dr'skripf(e)n/ noun 1 describing, 
being described. 2 sort, kind. 

a 1 account, characterization, commentary, 

definition, delineation, depiction, explanation, 

narration, outline, portrait, portrayal, report, 

representation, sketch, story. 


descriptive /di'skriptiv/ adjective describing, 
esp. vividly. 


a colourful, detailed, explanatory, expressive, 
graphic, illustrative, pictorial, vivid. 


descry /di'skrai/ verb (-ies, -ied) catch sight of, 
discern. 


desecrate /‘desikreit/ verb (-ting) violate sanc- 
tity of. o desecration moun. desecrator noun. 

m contaminate, corrupt, debase, defile, degrade, 

dishonour, pollute, profane, treat blasphemously, 

treat disrespectfully, treat irreverently, vandalize, 

violate, vitiate. 


desegregate /di:'segrigett/ verb (-ting) 
abolish racial segregation in. o desegregation 
noun. 


deselect /di:sr'lekt/verbreject (esp. sitting MP) 
in favour of another. o deselection noun. 


desensitize /di:'sensttaiz/ verb (also -ise) 
(-zing or -sing) reduce or destroy sensitivity of. 
o desensitization noun. 


desert! /drz3:t/ verb 1 leave without intending 
to return. 2 (esp. as deserted adjective) forsake, 
abandon. 3 run away from military service. 
O deserter noun Military. desertion noun. 
m 1, 2 abandon, betray, forsake, give up, jilt, leave, 
leave in the lurch, maroon, quit, rat on, renounce, 
strand, vacate, walk out on; (deserted) see EMPTY 
adjective 2, LONELY 3. 3 abscond, decamp, defect, 
go absent, run away. o deserter absconder, 
absentee, backslider, betrayer, defector, escapee, 
fugitive, outlaw, renegade, runaway, traitor, truant, 
turncoat. 


desert? /‘dezat/ noun dry barren, esp. sandy, 
tract. e@adjective 1 barren. 2 uninhabited. 
o heared island (usually tropical) uninhabited 
island. 


descent | desire 


m noun dust bowl, wasteland, wilderness. 

© adjective 1 arid, barren, dry, infertile, sterile, 
uncultivated, waterless, wild. 2 desolate, isolated, 
lonely, unfrequented, uninhabited. 


noun 


desertification —_/diz3:tifi'ke1S(2)n/ 
making or becoming a desert. 


deserts /dr'zs:ts/ plural noun deserved reward 
or punishment, 


deserve /d1'z3:v/ verb (-ving) 1 (often + to do) be 
worthy of (reward, punishment). 2 (as deserving 
adjective) (often + of ) worthy (esp. ofhelp, praise, 
etc.). o deservedly /-vidl1/ adverb. 

u 1 be good enough for, be worthy of, earn, justify, 

merit, rate, warrant. 2 (deserving) see WORTHY 

adjective 1,2. 


desiccate /‘destkeit/ verb (-ting) remove mois- 
ture from, dry out. o desiccation noun. 


desideratum /dizide'ra:tem/ noun (plural -ta) 
something lacking but desirable. 


design /di'zam/ noun 1 (art of producing) sketch 
or plan for product. 2 lines or shapes as decor- 
ation. 3 layout. 4 established form of product. 
5 mental plan; purpose. © verb 1 produce design 
for. 2 be designer. 3 intend. 4 (as designing 
adjective) crafty, scheming. 0 have designs on 
plan to take, seduce, etc. 
m noun 1 blueprint, conception, draft, drawing, 
model, pattern, plan, proposal, prototype, sketch. 
3 arrangement, composition, configuration, form, 
layout, pattern, shape. 4 mark, style, type, version. 
5 aim, end, goal, intention, object, objective, 
purpose, scheme; (have designs) see PLOT verb 2. 
© verb 1 conceive, construct, contrive, create, 
delineate, devise, draft, draw, draw up, fashion, 
form, invent, lay out, make, map out, originate, | 
outline, plan, project, propose, shape, sketch, 
colloquial think up. 3 intend, mean, plan, plot, 
purpose. 4 (designing) see CRAFTY. 


designate verb /‘dezignert/ (-ting) 1 (often + as) 
appoint to office or function. 2 specify. 3 (often + 
as) describe as. e@adjective /‘dezignot/ (after 
noun) appointed but not yet installed. 


designation /dezig'ne1J(e)n/ noun 1 name or 
title. 2 designating. 


designedly /drzamudli/ adverb intentionally. 


designer noun person who designs e.g. cloth- 
ing, machines, theatre sets; draughtsman. 
e adjective bearing label of famous fashion 
designer; prestigious. o designer drug synthetic 
equivalent of illegal drug. 


n noun architect, artist, author, contriver, creator, 
| deviser, inventor, originator. 


desirable /drzarərəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 worth 
having or doing. 2 sexually attractive. o desir- 
ability noun. 


desire /dr'zato/ noun 1 unsatisfied longing. 2 
expression of this; request. 3 thing desired. 4 
sexual appetite. @ verb (-ring) 1 (often + to do, 
that) long for. 2 request. 


desirous | destroy 


| m noun 1 ache, ambition, appetite, covetousness, 
craving, cupidity, fancy, hankering, hunger, itch, 

| longing, thirst, urge, want, wish, yearning, z 

| colloquial yen. 2 request, requirement, want, wish. 
4 ardour, formal concupiscence, libido, love, lust, 
passion. @ verb 1 ache for, aspire to, covet, crave, 
dream of, colloquial fancy, hanker after, colloquial 

have ayen for, hope for, hunger for, itch for, like, 

long for, lust after, pine for, prefer, set one's heart 

on, set one’s sights on, thirst for, want, wish for, 

yearn for. 2 ask for, request, require. 


desirous adjective 1 (usually + of) desiring, 
wanting. 2 hoping. 


desist /dr'zist/ verb (often + from) cease. 


desk noun 1 piece of furniture with writing 
surface, and often drawers. 2 counter in hotel, 
bank, etc. 3 section of newspaper office. 


desktop noun 1 working surface of desk. 2 com- 
puter for use on ordinary desk. o desktop pub- 
lishing printing with desktop computer and 
high-quality printer. 


desolate adjective /‘desalat/ 1 left alone. 2 unin- 
habited; dreary. 3 forlorn. @verb /‘desaleit/ 
(-ting) 1 depopulate; devastate. 2 (esp. as deso- 
lated adjective) make wretched. o desolately 
/-latlt/ adverb. desolation noun. 
| m adjective 1 abandoned, alone, bereft, 
companionless, deserted, forsaken, isolated, 
lonely, neglected, solitary. 2 bare, barren, bleak, 
depressing, deserted, dismal, dreary, empty, 
forsaken, gloomy, godforsaken, inhospitable, 

į isolated, lonely, remote, unfrequented, 

uninhabited, wild, windswept. 3 cheerless, 

dejected, depressed, despairing, disconsolate, 

distressed, forlorn, inconsolable, melancholy, 

miserable, sad, suicidal, unhappy, wretched. 


despair /di'spea/ noun 1 loss or absence ofhope. 
2 cause of this. @ verb (often + of ) lose all hope. 

m noun 1 dejection, depression, desperation, 

despondency, hopelessness, misery, pessimism, 


resignation, wretchedness. © verb give up, lose 
| heart, lose hope. 


despatch = pispatcu. 


desperado /despə'ra:dəv/ noun (plural -es or 
US -s) desperate or reckless criminal etc. 


desperate /‘desparat/ adjective 1 reckless from 
despair; violent and lawless. 2 extremely danger- 
ous or serious. 3 (usually + for) needing or de- 
siring very much. o desperately adverb. des- 
peration noun. 

m 1 at one’s wits’ end, beyond hope, dangerous, 
despairing, foolhardy, impetuous, rash, reckless, 
violent, wild, wretched. 2 acute, bad, critical, 
dangerous, drastic, grave, hopeless, irretrievable, 
oe serious, severe, urgent. 3 see ANXIOUS 


despicable /'desprkəb(ə)l, dr'spik-/ adjective 
contemptible. o despicably adverb. 


despise /di'sparz/ verb (-sing) regard as inferior 
or contemptible. 
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m be contemptuous of, deride, disdain, feel 

contempt for, hate, have a low opinion of, look 
down on, colloquial put down, scorn, sneer at, 
spurn, undervalue. 


despite /dr'spait/ preposition in spite of. 
despoil /dr'sponl/ verb (often + of ) plunder, rob 
a despoliation /-spauli-/ noun. 3 
despondent /dr'spond(ə)nt/ adjective in low 
spirits; dejected. O despondence noun. des- 
pondency noun. despondently adverb. 
m dejected, depressed, discouraged, 
disheartened, down, downcast, colloquial down 
in the mouth, melancholy, miserable, morose, 
pessimistic, sad, sorrowful. 


despot /‘desppt/ noun 1 absolute ruler. 2.tyrant, 
o despotic /-'spnt-/ adjective. 

a o despotic absolute, arbitrary, authoritarian, 

autocratic, dictatorial, domineering, oppressive, 

totalitarian, tyrannical. 


despotism /‘despatiz(o)m/ noun rule by despot. 

dessert /dt'z3:t/ noun sweet course of a meal. 
UOdessertspoon 1 medium-sized spoon for 
dessert. 2 (also dessertspoonful) amount held 
by this. 


destabilize /di:'sterbilaiz/ verb(also-ise) (-zing 
or-sing) 1 make unstable. 2 subvert (esp. foreign 
government). o destabilization noun. 


destination /destrnerf(e)n/ noun place to 
which person or thing is going. 


m goal, objective, purpose, stopping place, target, 
terminus. 


destine /‘destm/ verb (-ning) (often + to, for, to 
do) appoint; preordain; intend. o be destined to 
be fated to. o destined adjective. 
@ appoint, doom, fate, intend, ordain, predestine, 
preordain. o be destined to be bound to, be 
certain to, be doomed to, be fated to, be meant to. 
u destined ineluctable, inescapable, inevitable, 
unavoidable. 


destiny /‘destm1/ noun (plural-ies) 1 fate. 2 this 
as power. 

m chance, doom, fate, fortune, Buddhism & 

Hinduism karma, kismet, lot, luck, portion, 

providence. 


destitute /‘destitju:t/ adjective 1 without food 
or shelter etc. 2 (usually + of ) lacking. o destitu- 
tion /-‘tju:-/ noun. 

m 1 bankrupt, deprived, down and out, homeless, 

impecunious, impoverished; formal indigent, 

insolvent, needy, penniless, poor, 

poverty-stricken, slang skint. 


destroy /dr'stror/ verb 1 pull or break down; 

make useless. 2 end existence of. 3 kill. 4 ruin 

financially. 5 defeat. - 
8 1 break down, burst, colloquial bust, crush, 
decimate, demolish, devastate, devour, dismantle, 
flatten, fragment, knock down, lay waste, level, 
nullify, pull down, colloquial pulverize, raze, ruin, 
sabotage, sack, scuttle, shatter, smash, undo, 
uproot, wipe out, wreck, write off. 2 abolish, 
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annihilate, cancel, dispose of, colloquial do away 
with, eliminate, end, eradicate, erase, exterminate, 
extinguish, extirpate, finish off, get rid of, liquidate, 
put an end to, put out of existence, root out, stamp 
out, vaporize, wipe out. 3 see KILL verb 1.5see 
DEFEAT Verb 1. 


destroyer /di'stra1o/ noun 1 fast medium-sized 
warship. 2 person or thing that destroys. 
destruct /di'strakt/ verb destroy or be des- 
troyed deliberately. o destructible adjective. 
destruction noun destroying, being des- 
troyed. 
g annihilation, damage, decimation, demolition, 
depredation, devastation, elimination, end, 
eradication, erasure, extermination, extinction, 
extirpation, havoc, holocaust, killing, liquidation, 
overthrow, pulling down, ruin, ruination, 
shattering, smashing, undoing, uprooting, wiping 
out, wrecking. 


destructive adjective 1 destroying or tending 
to destroy. 2 negatively critical. 
n 1 baleful, baneful, calamitous, catastrophic, 
damaging, dangerous, deadly, deleterious, 
detrimental, devastating, disastrous, fatal, 
harmful, injurious, internecine, lethal, malignant, 
pernicious, pestilential, ruinous, violent. 2 
adverse, antagonistic, negative. 


desuetude /dr'sju:itju:d/ noun formal state of 
disuse. 

desultory /'dezəltərı/ adjective 1 constantly 
turning from one subject to another. 2 unmeth- 
odical. 

detach /dr'tætf/ verb 1 (often + from) unfasten 
and remove. 2 send (troops) on separate mission. 
3 (as detached adjective) impartial, unemo- 
tional. 4 (as detached adjective) (of house) 
standing separate. o detachable adjective. 

u 1 cut loose, cut off, disconnect, disengage, 

disentangle, free, isolate, part, pull off, release, 

remove, segregate, separate, sever, take off, tear 

off, uncouple, undo, unfasten, unfix, unhitch. 3 

(detached) see IMPARTIAL, ALOOF. 4 (detached) 

see SEPARATE adjective. 


detachment noun 1 indifference. 2 impartial- 
ity. 3 detaching, being detached. 4 troops etc. 
detached for special duty. 
detail /'di:tetl/ noun 1 small separate item or 
particular. 2 these collectively. 3 minor or in- 
tricate decoration. 4 small part of picture etc. 
shown alone. 5 small military detachment. 
© verb 1 give particulars of; relate in detail. 2 (as 
detailed adjective) containing many details. 3 (as 
detailed adjective) itemized. 4 assign for special 
duty. o in detail item by item; minutely. 
m noun 1 aspect, circumstance, complexity, 
complication, component, element, fact, factor, 
feature, ingredient, intricacy, item, nicety, 
particular, point, refinement, respect, specific, 
technicality; (details) minutiae. @ verb 2 
(detailed) complete, complex, comprehensive, 
descriptive, exact, exhaustive, full, fussy, 
hair-splitting, intricate, itemized, minute, 
Particularized, specific. 


destroyer | determine 


detain /drtem/ verb 1 keep waiting: d 

keep in custody. o datainmen nòin eas 
a 1 colloquial buttonhole, delay, hinder, hold up, 
impede, keep, keep waiting, restrain, retard, slow, 
waylay. 2 arrest, capture, confine, hold, imprison, 
intern, jail. 


detainee /di:terni:/ noun person kept in 
custody, esp. for political reasons. 


detect /drtekt/ verb 1 discover. 2 perceive. 
Odetectable adjective. detection noun. 
detector noun. 

8 1 discover, expose, ferret out, find, locate, 

` | reveal, track down, uncover, unearth, unmask. 2 

ascertain, become aware of, diagnose, discern, 

feel, hear, identify, note, notice, observe, perceive, 

recognize, scent, see, sense, sight, smell, sniff out, 

colloquial spot, spy, taste. 


detective /drtektiv/ noun person, usually 
police officer, investigating crime etc. 
a investigator, policeman, policewoman, 
colloquial private eye, colloquial sleuth, colloquial 
snooper. 


détente /der'ta t/ noun relaxing of strained 
international relations. [French] 


detention /di'tenS(e)n/ noun detaining, being 
detained. o detention centre short-term prison 
for young offenders. 

m captivity, confinement, custody, imprisonment, 

incarceration, internment. 


deter /di'ts:/ verb (-rr-) (often + from) discourage 
or prevent, esp. through fear. 

a check, daunt, discourage, dismay, dissuade, 

frighten off, hinder, impede, intimidate, obstruct, 

prevent, put off, repel, send away, stop, colloquial. 

turn off, warn off. 


detergent /dr'ts:d3(ə)nt/ noun synthetic cleans- 
ing agent used with water. © adjective cleansing. 


deteriorate /di'tierterert/ verb (-ting) become 
worse. o deterioration noun. 

m crumble, decay, decline, degenerate, 

depreciate, disintegrate, fall off, get worse, lapse, 

relapse, slip, weaken, worsen. 


determinant /drts:mment/ noun decisive 
factor. 


determinate /di'ts:mmet/ adjective 1 limited. 
2 of definite scope or nature. 


determination /dits:mrne1J(e)n/ noun 1 reso- 
lute purpose. 2 deciding, determining. 
u 1 backbone, commitment, courage, dedication, 
doggedness, drive, firmness, fortitude, colloquial 
grit, colloquial guts, perseverance, persistence, 
pertinacity, resoluteness, resolution, resolve, 
single-mindedness, spirit, steadfastness, 
stubbornness, tenacity, will-power. 


determine /dr'ts:mm/ verb (-ning) 1 find out 
precisely. 2 settle, decide. 3 (+ todo) resolve to. 4 
be decisive factor in. 


determined | device 


| m 1 ascertain, discover, establish, find out, 
| identify. 2 arbitrate, choose, clinch, conclude, 
decide, decide on, judge, resolve, select, settle. 4 

| affect, condition, dictate, govern, influence, 

| regulate. 
determined adjective resolute. ube deter- 

mined (usually + to do) be resolved. o deter- 

minedly adverb. 

m adamant, assertive, bent (on success), certain, 
convinced, decided, decisive, definite, dogged, 
firm, insistent, intent, obstinate, persistent, 
pertinacious, purposeful, resolute, resolved, 
single-minded, steadfast, strong-minded, 
strong-willed, stubborn, sure, tenacious, tough, 
unwavering. 


determinism /drts:mmız(ə)m/ noun theory 
that action is determined by forces independent 
of will. o determinist noun & adjective. deter- 
ministic /-'nıs-/ adjective. 

deterrent /drterənt/ adjective deterring. 
@ noun thing that deters (esp. nuclear weapon). 
o deterrence noun. 

m noun barrier, caution, check, curb, difficulty, 

discouragement, disincentive, hindrance, 

impediment, obstacle, restraint, threat, colloquial 

turn-off, warning. 


detest /di'test/ verb hate, loathe. o detestation 
/di:tes'terf(a)n/ noun. 


m abhor, abominate, despise, execrate, hate, 
loathe. 


detestable /drtestab(e)l/ adjective hated, 
loathed. 

dethrone /di:'6raun/ verb (-ning) remove from 
throne or high regard. o dethronement noun. 

detonate /'detənert/ verb (-ting) 1 set off 
(explosive charge). 2 be set off. o detonation 
noun. 

detonator noun device for detonating. 


detour /‘di:tua/ noun divergence from usual 
route; roundabout course. 


m deviation, diversion, indirect route, roundabout 
route; (make a detour) see DEVIATE. 


detoxify /di:'tokstfar/ verb (-ies, -led) remove 
poison or harmful substances from. o detoxi- 
fication noun. . 

detract /drtrekt/ verb (+ from) diminish. 
o detraction noun. 


m (detract from) diminish, lessen, lower, reduce, 
take away from. 


detractor noun person who criticizes unfairly. 


detriment /‘detrmment/ noun 1 damage, harm. 
2 cause of this. o detrimental /-‘men-/ adjective. 
m CO detrimental damaging, deleterious, 
disadvantageous, harmful, hurtful, inimical, 
injurious, prejudicial, unfavourable. 


detritus /drtrartəs/ noun 1 gravel, rock, etc. pro- 

- duced by erosion. 2 debris. 

de trop /də 'trəu/ adjective superfluous; in the 
way. [French] o 
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deuce! /dju:s/ noun 1 two on dice or cards, 2 
Tennis score of 40 all. 


deuce? /dju:s/ noun (the deuce) (in ex. 
clamations) the Devil. 


deuterium /dju:'tiartem/ noun stable isotope of 
hydrogen with mass about twice that of the usual 
isotope. 

Deutschmark /'dortfma:k/ noun chief monet- 
ary unit of Germany. 


devalue /di:'velju:/ verb (-ues, -ued, -uing) 
reduce value of, esp. currency relative to others 
or to gold. o devaluation noun. 


devastate /'devəstert/ verb (-ting) 1 lay waste; 
cause great destruction to. 2 (often as devas- 
tated adjective) overwhelm with shock or grief, 
o devastation noun. 

m 1 demolish, destroy, flatten, lay waste, level, 

obliterate, overwhelm, ravage, raze, ruin, sack, 

waste, wreck. 2 see DISMAY Verb. 


devastating adjective 1 crushingly effective; 
overwhelming. 2 colloquial stunningly beauti- 
ful. o devastatingly adverb. 


develop /di'velap/ verb (-p-) 1 make or become 
fuller, bigger, or more elaborate, etc. 2 bring or 
come to active, visible, or mature state. 3 begin to 
exhibit or suffer from. 4 build on (land). 5 convert 
(land) to new use. 6 treat (photographic film) to 
make image visible. o developing country poor 
or primitive country. 0 developer noun. 
«a 1 amplify, augment, blow up, branch out, build 
up, diversify, elaborate (on), enlarge (on), evolve, 
expand (on), expatiate (on), extend, grow, 
increase, swell, unfold, work up. 2 advance, age, 
arise, blossom, come into existence, cultivate, 
evolve, flourish, foster, get better, grow, improve, 
mature, progress, ripen. 3 acquire, contract, get, 
Pick up. 


development noun 1 developing, being 
developed. 2 stage of growth or advancement. 
3 newly developed thing, event, etc. 4 area of 
developed land, esp. with buildings. o develop- 
mental /-'ment(ə)l/ adjective. 
a 1 advance, betterment, building, change, 
conversion, enlargement, evolution, expansion, 
exploitation, extension, furtherance, gain, growth, 
improvement, increase, progress, promotion, 
regeneration, reinforcement, spread. 3 happening, 
incident, occurrence, outcome, result, upshot. 


deviant /‘di:vient/ adjective deviating from 
normal, esp. sexual, behaviour. © noun deviant 
person or thing. o deviance noun. deviancy 
noun (plural -ies). 


deviate /‘di:viert/ verb (-ting) (often + from) turn 
aside; diverge. o deviation noun. 


m branch off, depart, digress, diverge, drift, err, 9° 
astray, make a detour, stray, swerve, turn aside, 
turn off, vary, veer, wander. 


device /dr'vars/ noun 4 thing made or adapted 
for particular purpose. 2 scheme, trick. 3 het 
aldic design. o leave (person) to his or her ow" 
devices leave (person) to do as he or she wishes. 
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m 1 apparatus, appliance, contraption, 
contrivance, gadget, implement, instrument, 
invention, machine, tool, utensil. 2 dodge, 
expedient, gambit, gimmick, manoeuvre, plan, 
ploy, ruse, scheme, stratagem, stunt, tactic, trick, 
wile. 3 badge, design, figure, logo, motif, sign, 
symbol, token. 


devil /'dev(ə)l/ noun 1 (usually the Devil) Satan; 
supreme spirit of evil. 2 personified evil. 3 mis- 
chievously clever person. © verb (-Il-; US -l-) 
(usually as devilled adjective) cooked with hot 
spices. o devil-may-care cheerful and reckless. 
devil’s advocate person who tests proposition 
by arguing against it. 


m noun 3 demon, fiend, imp, spirit. 


devilish adjective 1 of or like a devil. 2 mischiev- 
ous. @adverb colloquial very. o devilishly 
adverb. 

u adjective 1 demoniac(al), demonic, diabolic(al), 

evil, fiendish, hellish, infernal, inhuman, satanic. 2 

see MISCHIEVOUS (MISCHIEF). 


devilment noun mischief, wild spirits. 


deviiry /‘devalri/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
wickedness; reckless mischief. 2 black magic. 


devious /‘di:vies/ adjective 1 not straightfor- 

ward, underhand. 2 winding, circuitous. o devi- 

ously adverb. deviousness noun. 
a 1 calculating, cunning, deceitful, dishonest, 
evasive, insincere, misleading, scheming, 
slippery, sly, sneaky, treacherous, underhand, 
wily. 2 circuitous, crooked, deviating, indirect, 
periphrastic, roundabout, sinuous, tortuous, 
wandering, winding. 


devise /di'vaiz/ verb (-sing) 1 plan or invent. 2 

Law leave (real estate) by will. o deviser noun. 

| m 1 arrange, conceive, concoct, contrive, 

| colloquial cook up, create, design, engineer, form, 
formulate, frame, imagine, invent, make up, plan, 
plot, prepare, project, scheme, think out, 
colloquial think up, work out. 


dovotd /dt'void/ adjective (+ of) lacking, free 
m. 


devolution /di:və'lu:f(ə)n/ noun delegation of 
power esp. to local or regional administration. 
O devolutionist noun & adjective. 
devolve /di'volv/ verb (-ving) 1 (+ on, upon, etc.) 
(of duties etc.) pass or be passed to another. 2 (+ 
on, to, upon) (of property) descend to. 
devote /dr'vaut/ verb (-ting) (+ to) apply or give 
over to (particular activity etc.). 
devoted adjective loving, loyal. o devotedly 
adverb. devotedness noun. 
m committed, dedicated, enthusiastic, faithful, 
loving, loyal, staunch, true, unswerving, 
wholehearted, zealous. 


devotee /devau'ti:/ noun 1 (usually + of) enthu- 
slast, supporter. 2 pious person. 

m 1 colloquial addict, aficionado, colloquial buff, 

enthusiast, fan, follower, colloquial freak, 

supporter. 


devil | diadem 


devotion /dr'vaus(e)n/ noun 4 (usually + to) 
great love or loyalty. 2 worship. 3 (in plural) 
prayers. 4 devoutness. o devotional adjective. 
a1 allegiance, attachment, commitment, 
dedication, devotedness, enthusiasm, fanaticism, 
fervour, love, loyalty, zeal. 4 see PIETY. 


devour /dr'vaua/ verb 1 eat voraciously. 2 (of fire 
etc.) engulf, destroy. 3 take in greedily (with eyes 
or ears). 

@ 1 bolt, jocular demolish, eat up, gobble, gorge, 

gulp, guzzle, swallow, wolf. 2 consume, demolish, 

destroy, devastate, engulf, ravage. 


devout /di'vaut/ adjective earnestly religious or 
sincere. 0 devoutly adverb. devoutness noun. 

m God-fearing, godly, holy, pious, religious, 

sincere, spiritual. 


dew noun 1 condensed water vapour forming 
on cool surfaces at night. 2 similar glistening 
moisture. odewberry fruit like blackberry. 
dew-claw rudimentary inner toe on some dogs. 
dewdrop drop of dew. dew point temperature at 
which dew forms. u dewy adjective (-ier, -iest). 
Dewey Decimal system /‘dju:1/ noun 
system of library classification. . 
dewlap noun fold of loose skin hanging from 
throat esp. in cattle. $ 
dexter /'dekstə/ adjective on or of the right-hand 
side (observer's left) of a heraldic shield etc. 
dexterous /‘dekstras/ adjective (also dextrous) 
skilful at handling. o dexterity /-'ter-/ noun. dex- 
terously adverb. 
n adroit, agile, clever, deft, nimble, quick, sharp, 
skilful. 


dhal /da:1/ noun (also dal) 1 kind of split pulse 
from India. 2 dish made with this. 

dharma /‘da:ma/ noun 1 right behaviour. 2 
Buddhist truth. 3 Hindu moral law. 

dhoti /‘deutt/ noun (plural -s) loincloth worn by 
male Hindus. 

dia. abbreviation diameter. 

diabetes /darə'bi:ti:z/ moun disease in which 
sugar and starch are not properly absorbed by 
the body. 

diabetic /date'betik/ adjective ofor having dia- 
betes. 2 for diabetics. @ noun diabetic person. 

diabolical /darə'bolik(ə)l/ adjective (also 
diabolic) 1 of the Devil. 2 inhumanly cruel or 
wicked. 3 extremely bad. o diabolically adverb. 

m 1 demoniac(al), demonic, devilish, evil, fiendish, 

hellish, infernal, inhuman, satanic, wicked. 2 see 

INHUMAN, WICKED 1. 


diabolism /daræbəlz(ə)m/ noun 1 worship of 
the Devil. 2 sorcery. 

diaconate /dar'eekanot/ moun 1 office of deacon. 
2 deacons collectively. 

diacritic /dare'kritik/ noun sign (e.g. accent) 
indicating sound or value of letter. 

diacritical adjective distinguishing. 

diadem /‘datadem/ noun crown. 


diaeresis | diary 


diaeresis /darterasis/ noun (plural -reses 
/-si:z/) (US dieresis) mark (“) over vowel to show 
it is sounded separately. 
diagnose /darag'nəvz/ verb (-sing) make diag- 
nosis of. 
u detect, determine, distinguish, find, identify, 
isolate, name, pinpoint, recognize. 


diagnosis /datog'nausis/ noun (plural -noses 
/-si:z/) identification of disease or fault from 
symptoms etc. 

m analysis, conclusion, explanation, 

identification, interpretation, opinion, 

pronouncement, verdict. 


diagnostic /dateg'nvstik/ adjective of or 
assisting diagnosis. @ noun symptom. 

diagnostics noun 1 (treated as plural) pro- 
grams etc. used to identify faults in computing. 
2 (treated as singular) science of diagnosing 
disease. 

diagonal /darægən(ə)l/ adjective crossing a 
straight-sided figure from corner to corner, 
oblique. © noun straight line joining two oppos- 
ite corners. o diagonally adverb. 

diagram /‘daiagrem/ noun outline drawing, 
plan, etc. of thing or process. 0 diagrammatic 
]-grə'mætık/ adjective. 

a chart, drawing, figure, flow chart, graph, 

illustration, outline, picture, plan, representation, 

sketch, table. 


dial /‘datal/ noun 1 plate with scale and pointer 
for measuring. 2 face of clock or watch. 3 num- 
bered disc on telephone for making connection. 
4 disc on television etc. for selecting channel etc. 
© verb(-ll-; US-1-) select (telephone number) with 
dial. o dialling tone sound indicating that tele- 
phone caller may dial. 


f l m noun 1, 2 digital display, face, instrument, meter. 


dialect /‘datelekt/ noun regional form of lan- 
guage (see panel). 

m accent, argot, brogue, cant, creole, idiom, 

Jargon, language, patois, phraseology, 

pronunciation, slang, speech, tongue, vernacular. 


dialectic /dare'lekttk/ noun 1 process or situ- 
ation involving contradictions or conflict of 
opposites and their resolution. 2 = DIALECTICS. 


dialectical adjective of dialectic. o dialectical 

materialism Marxist theory that historical 

events arise from conflicting economic (and 

peretore social) conditions. udialectically 
verb. 


202 


dialectics noun (treated as singular or plural) 
art of investigating truth by discussion and logic. 


dialogue /‘datelog/ noun (US dialog) 1 conver- 
sation, esp. in a play, novel, etc. 2 discussion 
between people of different opinions. 
u 1 chat, slang chinwag, literary colloquy, 
communication, conversation, discourse, 
exchange, interchange, intercourse, oral 
communication, talk, téte-a-téte. 2 literary 
colloquy, communication, conference, 
conversation, debate, discussion, duologue, 
meeting, talk. 


dialysis /dar'æləsıs/ noun (plural -lyses /-si:z/) 
4 separation of particles in liquid by differences 
in their ability to pass through membrane, 2 
purification of blood by this technique. 


diamanteé /die'ma te1/ adjective decorated with 
synthetic diamonds etc. 


diameter /darzemita/ noun 1 straight line 
passing through centre of circle or sphere to its 
edges. 2 transverse measurement. 


diametrical /dato'metrik(2)l/ adjective (also 
diametric) 1 ofor along diameter. 2 (of opposites) 
absolute. o diametrically adverb. 


diamond /‘datomand/ noun 1 transparent very 
hard precious stone. 2 rhombus. 3 playing card 
of suit marked with red rhombuses. o diamond 
jubilee, wedding 60th (or 75th) anniversary of 
reign or wedding. 

diapason /darə'perz(ə)n/ noun 1 compass of 
musical instrument or voice. 2 either of two 
main organ stops. 


diaper /‘darapa/ noun US baby’s nappy. 


diaphanous /daræfənəs/ adjective (of fabric 
etc.) light and almost transparent. 
diaphragm /‘darafrem/ noun 1. muscular 
partititon between thorax and abdomen in 
mammals. 2 = Durc cap. 3 vibrating disc in 
microphone, telephone, loudspeaker, - etc. 4 
device for varying aperture of camera lens: 
diapositive /daia'pozitiv/ noun positive photo- 
graphic transparency. 

diarist /'darərıst/ noun person famous for 
keeping diary. 

diarrhoea /data'ri:a/ noun (US diarrhea) condi- 
tion of excessively loose and frequent bowel 
movements. 

diary /‘datert/ noun (plural -ies) 1 daily record 
of events etc. 2 book for this or for noting future 
engagements. 


Dialect 


Everyone speaks a particular dialect: that is, a particular type of English distinguished by its 
vocabulary and its grammar. Different parts.of the world and different groups of people speak 
different dialects: for example, Australians may say arvo while others say afternoon, anda London 
Cockney may say J done it while most other people say I did it. A dialect is not the same thing as 
an accent, which is the way a person pronounces words. ` $ 


(See also panel at STANDARD ENGLISH.) 
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m 1 annals, calendar, chronicle, journal, log, 
record. 2 appointment book, engagement book, 
journal, logbook. 


Diaspora /dar'æspərə/ noun 1 dispersion of the 
Jews. 2 the dispersed Jews. 

diatonic /data'tontk/ adjective Music (of scale 
etc.) involving only notes of prevailing key. 


diatribe /'darətrarb/ noun forceful verbal criti- 
cism. 

diazepam /daræzpæm/ noun tranquillizing 
drug. 

dibble /'dib(ə)l/ noun (also dibber /‘diba/) tool 
for making small holes for planting. © verb (-ling) 
plant with dibble. 


dice noun (plural same) 1 small cube marked 
on each face with 1-6 spots, used in games or 
gambling. 2 game played with dice. © verb(-cing) 
4 gamble, take risks. 2 cut into small cubes. 

dicey /‘daisi/ adjective (dicier, diciest) slang 
risky, unreliable. 


dichotomy /dar'kotem1/ oun ( plural-ies) divi- 
sion into two. 


dichromatic /darkrəv'mætık/ adjective of two 
colours. 


dick' noun colloquial (esp. in clever dick) 
person. 


dick? noun slang detective. 


dickens /‘dikmz/ noun (the dickens) (usually 
after how, what, why, etc.) colloquial the Devil. 


dicky /‘dik1/ noun (plural -ies) colloquial false 
shirt-front. adjective (-ier, -iest)‘ slang 
unsound. o dicky bow colloquial bow tie. 

dicotyledon /daikotrli:d(a)n/ noun flowering 
plant with two cotyledons. o dicotyledonous 
adjective. 

Dictaphone /‘diktafeun/ noun proprietary term 
machine for recording and playing back dicta- 
tion for typing. ` 


dictate verb /dik'tert/ (-ting) 1 say or read aloud 
(material to be recorded etc.). 2 state authori- 
tatively; order peremptorily. e@noun /‘dikt-/ 
(usually in plural) authoritative requirement of 
conscience etc. o dictation noun. 

u verb 2 command, decree, direct, enforce, give 

orders, impose, lay down the law, make the rules, 

ordain, order, prescribe, state categorically. 


dictator noun 1 usually unelected absolute 
ruler. 2 omnipotent or domineering person. 
a dictatorship noun. 


| u autocrat, Big Brother, despot, tyrant. 


dictatorial /dikte'to:rral/ adjective 1 of or like a 
dictator. 2 overbearing. o dictatorially adverb. 
u 1 absolute, arbitrary, authoritarian, autocratic, 
despotic, omnipotent, repressive, totalitarian, 
tyrannical, undemocratic. 2 authoritarian, A 
autocratic, colloquial bossy, despotic, dogmatic, 
dominant, domineering, illiberal, imperious, 
intolerant, oppressive, overbearing. 


diction /'dtkf(ə)n/ noun manner of enunciation. 


Diaspora | diet 


dictionary ['dīikfənərı/ noun ( 

nal plural -ies) 1 

book listing (usually alphabetically) and i 

Se woms of a language, or giving corres- 
ing words in another language. 2 simi 

book of terms for reference. peor 


u 1 glossary, lexicon, thesaurus, vocabulary. 2 
concordance, encyclopedia. 


dictum /‘diktam/ noun (plural dicta or -s) 1 
formal expression of opinion. 2a saying. 


did past of Do’. 


didactic [di'deekttk/ adjective 1 meant to 
instruct. 2 (of person) tediously pedantic. 
Odidactically adverb. didacticism /-stz(2)m/ 
noun. 


E 1 See INSTRUCTIVE. 2 lecturing, pedagogical, 
pedantic, schoolmasterly. 
diddle /‘d1d(s)l/ verb (-ling) colloquial swindle. 


didgeridoo /didgerrdu:/ noun long tubular 
Australian Aboriginal musical instrument. 


didn’t /‘did(e)nt/ did not. 


die" /dar/ verb (dying /'daım/) 1 cease to live or 
exist. 2 fade away. 3 (of fire) go out. 4 (+ on) cease 
to live or function while in the presence or 
charge of (person). 5 (+ of, from, with) be 
exhausted or tormented. o be dying for, to desire 
greatly. die down become less loud or strong. die 
hard (of habits etc.) die reluctantly. die off die 
one after another. die out become extinct; cease 
to exist. 2 
u 1 slang bite the dust, breathe one's last, formal 
cease to exist, come to the end, depart, drown, 
expire, fall, colloquial give up the ghost, slang kick 
the bucket, lay down one's life, lose one's life, pass 
away, slang peg out, perish, slang snuff it, starve. 
2 decline, decrease, die away, disappear, droop, 
dwindle, ebb, end, fade, fail, fizzle out, languish, 
lessen, peter out, stop, subside, vanish, wane, 
weaken, wilt, wither. 


die? /dat/ noun 1 engraved device for stamping 
coins etc. 2 (plural dice) a dice. o die-casting 
process or product of casting from metal moulds. 


diehard /‘datha:d/ noun conservative or stub- 
born person. 


dielectric /damlektrik/ adjective not con- 
ducting electricity. © noun dielectric substance. 


dieresis US = DIAERESIS. 


diesel /'di:z(ə)l/ noun 1 (in full diesel engine) 
internal-combustion engine in which heat pro- 
duced by compression of air in the cylinder 
ignites the fuel. 2 vehicle driven by or fuel for 
diesel engine. o diesel-electric driven by elec- 
tric current from diesel-engined generator. 
diese! oll petroleum fraction used in diesel 
engines. 

diet! /‘datat/ noun 1 habitual food. 2 prescribed 
food. @ verb (-t-) keep to special diet, esp. to slim. 
o dietary adjective. dieter noun. 

u noun 1 fare, food, intake, nourishment, 

nutriment, nutrition, sustenance. @ verb lose 

weight, ration oneself, slim. 


diet | dig 


diet? /‘darat/ noun 1 legislative assembly. 2 his- 
` torical congress. 
dietetic /daro'tetik/ adjective of diet and nutri- 
tion. 
dietetics plural noun (usually treated as 
singular) study of diet and nutrition. : 
dietitian /dare'tif{(e)n/ noun (also dietician) 
expert in dietetics. 
differ /‘difa/ verb 1 (often + from) be unlike or 
distinguishable. 2 (often + with) disagree. 
u 1 be different, be distinct, contrast, deviate, 
diverge, show differences, vary. 2 argue, beat odds, 
be at variance, clash, conflict, contradict, disagree, 
dispute, dissent, fall out, havea difference, 
oppose each other, quarrel, take issue with each 
other. 


difference /‘difrans/ noun 1 being different or 

unlike. 2 degree of this. 3 way in which things 

differ; thing which distinguishes. 4 quantity by 

which amounts differ. 5 remainder after subtrac- 

tion. 6 disagreement. o make a (or all the, no, 

etc.) difference have significant (or very sig- 

nificant, no, etc.) effect. with a difference hav- 

ing new or unusual feature. 

| m 1, 2 alteration, change, comparison, contrast, 

| development, deviation, differential, 
differentiation, discrepancy, disparity, 
dissimilarity, distinction, diversity, incompatibility, 
incongruity, inconsistency, inequality, 
modification, nuance, unlikeness, variation, 
variety. 3 see DISTINCTION 2. 4 deficit, differential, 
discrepancy, disparity, gap, margin. 6 argument, 

| clash, conflict, controversy, debate, disagreement, 

f disharmony, dispute, dissent, quarrel, strife, tiff, 


| wrangle. 

different /‘difrant/ adjective 1 (often + from, to) 
unlike; of another nature. 2 separate. 3 unusual. 
O differently adverb. 


USAGE The preferred phrase is different from; 
but different to is common in informal use. 

m 1, 2 altered, assorted, changed, clashing, 
conflicting, contradictory, contrasting, deviating, 
discordant, discrepant, disparate, dissimilar, 
distinct, distinguishable, divergent, diverse, 
heterogeneous, ill-matched, incompatible, 
inconsistent, miscellaneous, mixed, multifarious, 
opposed, opposite, poles apart, several, sundry, 
unlike, varied, various. 3 abnormal, anomalous, 
atypical, bizarre, distinctive, eccentric, 
extraordinary, fresh, individual, irregular, new, 
original, particular, peculiar, personal, 
revolutionary, separate, singular, special, specific, 
strange, uncommon, unconventional, unique, 
unorthodox, unusual. 


differential /dife'renS(9)1/ adjective 1 constitut- 
ing or relating to specific difference. 2 of, exhibit- 
ing, or depending on a difference. 3 Mathematics 
relating to infinitesimal differences. e noun dif- 
ference, esp. between rates of interest or 
wage-rates. o differential calculus method of 
calculating rates of change, maximum or 
minimum values, etc. differential gear gear 


enabling wheels to revolve at different speeds on 
corners. 
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differentiate /dife'renJtert/ verb (-ting) 1 con- 
stitute difference between or in. 2 distinguish. 3 
become different. o differentiation noun, — 


| m 2 contrast, discriminate, distinguish, tell apart, 


difficult /‘difik(e)lt/ adjective 1 hard to do or 
understand. 2 hard to deal with; troublesome, 
1 (difficult task) arduous, awkward, 
back-breaking, burdensome, challenging, 
daunting, demanding, exacting, exhausting, 
formidable, gruelling, heavy, Herculean, 
colloquial killing, laborious, onerous, punishing, 
rigorous, severe, strenuous, taxing, tough, uphill; 
(difficult problem) abstruse, advanced, baffling, 
complex, complicated, deep, colloquial dodgy, 
enigmatic, hard, intractable, intricate, involved, 
knotty, nasty, obscure, perplexing, problematical, 
puzzling, thorny, ticklish, tricky. 2 annoying, 
disruptive, fussy, headstrong, intractable, 
obstinate, obstreperous, refractory, stubborn, 
colloquial tiresome, troublesome, trying, 
uncooperative, unfriendly, unhelpful, 
unresponsive, unruly. 


difficulty /‘diftkelti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 being 
difficult. 2 difficult thing; hindrance. 3 (often in 
plural) distress, esp. financial. 
u 1 adversity, hardship, perplexity, tribulation, 
trouble. 2 adversity, challenge, complication, 
disputed dilemma, embarrassment, enigma, 
hardship, hiccup, hindrance, hurdle, impediment, 
obstacle, perplexity, pitfall, problem, puzzle, 
quandary, snag, stumbling block, tribulation, 
trouble, vexed question. 3 (difficulties) fix, 
colloquial jam, mess, colloquial pickle, plight, 
predicament, colloquial spot, straits, trouble. 


diffident /‘difid(a)nt/ adjective lacking 
self-confidence. o diffidence noun. diffidently 
adverb. 
m backward, bashful, coy, distrustful, doubtful, 
fearful, hesitant, hesitating, inhibited, insecure, 
introvert, meek, modest, nervous, private, 
reluctant, reserved, retiring, self-effacing, 
sheepish, shrinking, shy, tentative, timid, 
timorous, unadventurous, unassuming, 
underconfident, unsure, withdrawn. 


diffract /dr'frekt/ verb break up (beam of light) 
into series of dark and light bands or colou 
spectra. o diffraction noun. diffractive adjective. 


diffuse verb /drfju:z/ (-sing) 1 spread widely or 
thinly. 2 intermingle. eadjective /dr'fju:s/ 1 
spread out; not concentrated. 2 not concise. 
udiffuseness noun. diffusible adjective. dif- 
fusion noun. diffusive adjective. 

m verb 1 see SPREAD verb 4. © adjective 1 

dispersed, scattered, spread out. 2 digressive, 

discursive, long-winded, meandering, rambling, 

unstructured, vague, colloquial waffly, wandering, 

wordy. : 


dig verb (-gg-; past & past participle dug) 1 Gs 
+ up) break up and turn over (ground etc.). 
make (hole etc.) by digging. 3 excavate. 4 (+ UP: 
out) obtain by digging. 5 (+ up, out) find, discover- 
6 slang like; understand. 7 (+ in, into) muas 
prod. © noun 1 piece of digging. 2 thrust, poke- 
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colloquial pointed remark. 4 archaeological 
excavation. 5 (in plural) colloquial lodgings. 
o dig in colloquial begin eating. dig oneself in 
prepare defensive position. 

m verb 1 cultivate, fork over, grub (up), till, trench, 
turn over. 2, 3 burrow, poetical delve, excavate, 
gouge, hollow, mine, quarry, scoop, tunnel. 4 (dig 
up) disinter, exhume, grub up, unearth. 5 (dig ouf) 
see FIND verb 1.7 jab, nudge, poke, prod, punch, 
shove, thrust. 


digest verb /dar'dsest/ 1 assimilate food. 2 
assimilate information etc. © noun /‘datd3est/ 1 
periodical synopsis of current ‘news etc. 2 
summary, esp. of laws. o digestible adjective. 


n verb 2 absorb, assimilate, consider, ponder, 
study, take in, understand. © noun see SUMMARY 
noun. 


digestion noun 1 digesting. 2 capacity to digest 
food. 

digestive adjective of or aiding digestion. 
onoun (in full digestive biscuit) wholemeal 
biscuit. 

digger /'diga/ noun 1 person or machine that 
digs. 2 colloquial Australian, New Zealander. ` 


digit /‘did3it/ noun 1 any numeral from 0 to 9. 2 
finger or toe. 


| a 1 figure, integer, number, numeral. 

digital /‘didgit(a)l/ adjective 1 of digits. 2 (of 
clock, etc.) giving a reading by displayed digits. 
3 (of computer) operating on data represented by 
digits. 4 (of recording) sound-information rep- 
resented by digits for more reliable transmis- 
sion. o digitally adverb. 

digitalis /did3r'teris/ noun heart stimulant 
made from foxgloves. £ 

digitize verb (also ise) (-zing or -sing) convert 
(computer data etc.) into digital form. 

dignified /'dıgnıfard/ adjective having or 
showing dignity. 

august, calm, courtly, decorous, distinguished, 

elegant, formal, grand, grave, imposing, 

impressive, lofty, lordly, majestic, noble, proper, 

refined, regal, sedate, serious, sober, solemn, 

stately, tasteful, upright. 


dignify /'dıgnıfar/ verb (ies, -ied) give dignity to. 
dignitary /‘dignitart/ noun (plural -ies) person 
of high rank or office. 


u important person, luminary, notable, official, 
VIP, worthy. 


dignity /‘dignitt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 composed 
and serious manner. 2 being worthy of respect. 
3 high rank or position. 

u 1 calmness, courtliness, decorum, elegance, 

formality, gravity, majesty, nobility, propriety, 

respectability, seriousness, sobriety, solemnity, 

stateliness. 3 eminence, glory, grandeur, 

greatness, honour, importance, nobility, regality. 


digraph /‘dargra:f/ noun two letters repre- 
senting one sound, e.g. sh in show, or ey in key. 


USAGE Digraph is sometimes confused with lig- 


digest | dim 
ature, which means ‘two or more letters joined’. 
digress /dar'gres/ verb depart from main 


subject, o digression noun. digressive adjec- 
ve. 


a deviate, diverge, drift, get off the subject, go off 
at a tangent, ramble, stray, veer, wander. 


dike = pyxe. 


dilapidated /drlepidertid/ adjective in dis- 
repair. o dilapidation noun. 
m broken down, crumbling, decayed, decrepit, 
derelict, falling apart, falling down, in disrepair, 
in ruins, neglected, ramshackle, rickety, ruined, 
run-down, shaky, tottering, tumbledown, 
uncared-for. 


dilate /darlert/ verb (-ting) 1 widen or expand. 2 
speak or write at length. o dilatation noun. dila- 
tion noun. 


dilatory /'dilətərı/ adjective given to or causing 
delay. 


dilemma /dar'lema, dr'lemə/ noun 1 situation in 
which choice has to be made between equally 
undesirable alternatives. 2 disputed difficult 
situation. 


USAGE The use of dilemma to mean ‘a difficult 
situation or predicament’ is considered incor- 
rect by some people. 


m 1 colloquial catch-22. 2 deadlock, difficulty, 
embarrassment, fix, impasse, colloquial jam, 
mess, colloquial pickle, plight, predicament, 
problem, quandary, colloquial spot, stalemate. 


dilettante /dilr'tenti/ noun (plural dilettanti 
/-tt/ or -s) dabbler in a subject. o dilettantism 
noun. 


diligent /‘dilids(9)nt/ adjective 1 hard-working. 
2 showing care and effort. o diligence noun. dili- 
gently adverb. 
n assiduous, busy, careful, conscientious, 
constant, devoted, earnest, energetic, 
hard-working, indefatigable, industrious, 
meticulous, painstaking, persevering, persistent, 
pertinacious, punctilious, scrupulous, sedulous, 
studious, thorough, tireless. 


dill noun herb with aromatic leaves and seeds. 


dilly-dally /dir'dzli/ verb (-ies, -ied) colloquial 
dawdle; vacillate. 


dilute /dar'lju:t/ verb (-ting) 1 reduce strength (of 
fluid) by adding water etc. 2 weaken in effect. 
© adjective diluted. o dilution noun. 


| a verb adulterate, thin, water down, weaken. 


diluvial /dar'lu:vial/ adjective of flood, esp. Flood 
in Genesis. 

dim adjective (-mm-) 1 not bright; faintly lumi- 
nous or visible. 2 ill-defined; indistinctly per- 
ceived or remembered. 3 (of eyes) not seeing 
clearly. 4 colloquial stupid. © verb (-mm-) make 
or become dim. o take a dim view of colloquial 
disapprove of. o dimly adverb. dimness noun. 


dime | diphtheria 


| madjective 1 clouded, cloudy, dark, dingy, dull, 

| faint, fogged, foggy, fuzzy, gloomy, grey, hazy, 

| misty, murky, obscure, obscured, pale, shadowy, 

| sombre. 2 blurred, faint, foggy, fuzzy, hazy, 
ill-defined, imperceptible, indistinct, 
indistinguishable, misty, nebulous, obscure, 
unclear, vague, weak. 3 bleary, blurred, clouded, 
dull, weak. 4 see sTUPD 1. © verb blacken, cloud, 
darken, dull, fade, go out, lower, mask, obscure, 
shade, shroud. o take a dim view of see 

DISAPPROVE. 


dime noun US 10-cent coin. 

dimension /dat'menJ(e)n/ noun 1 any measur- 
able extent. 2 (in plural) size. 3 aspect. o dimen- 
sional adjective. 


m 1 see MEASUREMENT 2. 2 (dimensions) capacity, 
extent, magnitude, measurements, proportions, 
scale, scope, size. 


diminish /di'mm1S/ verb 1 make or become 
smaller or less. 2 (often as diminished adjective) 
lessen reputation of (person); humiliate. 
| m 1 abate, contract, curtail, cut, decline, decrease, 
depreciate, die down, dwindle, ease off, ebb, fade, 
lessen, colloquial let up, lower, peter out, recede, 
reduce, shorten, shrink, shrivel, slow down, 
subside, wane, wind down. 2 belittle, cheapen, 
demean, deprecate, devalue, disparage, 
minimize, undervalue. 


diminuendo /dimmju'endey/ Music noun 
(plural -s) gradual decrease in loudness. 
© adverb & adjective decreasing in loudness. 
diminution /dmmr'nju:J(e)n/ noun diminishing. 
diminutive /di'mmjutrv/ adjective 1 tiny. 2 (of 
word or suffix) implying smallness or. affection. 
@ noun diminutive word or suffix. 
m adjective 1 microscopic, midget, miniature, 
colloquial minuscule, minute, small, tiny, 
undersized. 


dimmer noun (in full dimmer switch) device for 
varying brightness of electric light. 
dimple /‘dimp(e)l/ noun small hollow, esp. in 
cae or chin. @verb (-ling) produce dimples 
in). 
dimwit /‘dimwit/ noun colloquial stupid person. 
o dim-witted adjective. 


din noun prolonged loud confused noise. © verb 
(-nn-) 1 (+into) force (information) into person 
by repetition. 2 make din. 

@ noun blaring, clamour, clangour, clatter, 

commotion, crash, hubbub, hullabaloo, noise, 

outcry, pandemonium, racket, roar, colloquial row, 

colloquial rumpus, shouting, tumult, uproar. 


dinar /‘di:na:/ noun chief monetary unit of 
(former) Yugoslavia and several Middle Eastern 
and N. African countries. 


dine verb (-ning) 1 eat dinner. 2 (+ on, upon) eat 
for dinner. 3 (esp. in phrase wine and dine) enter- 
tain with food. o dining car restaurant on train. 
dining room room in which meals are eaten. 


diner noun 1 person who dines. 2 small 
dining-room. 3 dining-car. 4 US restaurant. 


206 


ding-dong /'dmdoy/ noun 1 sound of chimes, 2 
colloquial heated argument. a 


dinghy /‘dingi/ noun (plural -ies) small, often 
inflatable, boat. 


dingle /'dmg(ə)l/ noun deep wooded valley. 


dingo /'dmgəv/ noun (plural -es) wild Aus. 
tralian dog. 

dingy /‘dmds1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) drab: 
dirty-looking. 0 dinginess noun. : 

a dark, depressing, dim, dirty, discoloured, 

dismal, drab, dreary, dull, faded, gloomy, grimy, 

murky, seedy, shabby, smoky, soiled, sooty, worn. 


dinkum /‘dijkem/ adjective & adverb (in full fair 
dinkum) Australian & NZ colloquial genuine(\y), 
honest(ly). 

dinky /'dmkı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 
pretty; small and neat. 

dinner /'dmə/ noun main meal, at midday or in 
the evening. n dinner dance formal dinner fol- 
lowed by dancing. dinner jacket man’s formal 
evening jacket. dinner lady woman who super- 
vises school dinners. dinner service set of 
matching crockery for dinner. 


l u banquet, feast, meal. 


dinosaur /'daməsə:/ noun extinct usually large 
reptile. 


dint noun dent. © verb mark with dints. o by dint 
of by force or means of. 


diocese /'darəsıs/ noun district under bishop’s 
pastoral care. o diocesan /dar'psis(a)n/ adjec- 
tive. 

diode /‘daiaud/ noun 1 semiconductor allowing 
current in one direction and having two ter- 
minals. 2 thermionic valve with two electrodes. 


dioxide /dar'pksaid/ noun oxide with two atoms 
of oxygen. 


Dip. abbreviation Diploma. 


dip verb (-pp-) 1 put or lower briefly into liquid 
etc.; immerse. 2 go below a surface or level. 3 
decline slightly ‘or briefly. 4 slope or extend 
downwards. 5 go briefly under water. 6 (+ into) 
look cursorily into (book, subject, etc.). 7 (+ into) 
put (hand etc.) into (container) to take something 
out. 8 (+ info) use part of (resources). 9 lower 
or be lowered, esp. in salute. 10 lower beam of 
(headlights). © noun 1 dipping, being dipped. 2 
liquid for dipping. 3 brief bathe in sea etc. 4 
downward slope or hollow. 5 sauce into which 
food is dipped. o dip switch switch for dipping 
vehicle’s headlights. 
a verb 1 douse, drop, dunk, immerse, lower, 
plunge, submerge. 2, 3 decline, descend, dive, fall. 
go down, sag, sink, slump, subside. 4 decline, 
descend, drop, fall, go down, slope down. 5dive, 
duck, plunge. © noun 1 immersion, plunge. 3 
bathe, dive, plunge, swim. 4 concavity, declivity, 
dent, depression, fall, hole, hollow, incline, slope. 


diphtheria /diftierte/ noun infectious disease 
with inflammation of mucous membrane esp. 0 
throat. 
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diphthong /‘dif8on/ noun union of two vowels 
in one syllable. ' 

diplodocus /di'plodakas/ noun (plural-cuses) 
huge long-necked plant-eating dinosaur. 

diploma /dr'pləumə/ noun 1 certificate of educa- 
tional qualification. 2 document conferring 
honour, privilege, etc. 

diplomacy /dr'pleumesi/ noun 1 management 
of international relations. 2 tact. 

u 1 foreign affairs, international relations, 

negotiation. 2 adroitness, delicacy, discretion, 

finesse, skill, tact, tactfulness. 


diplomat /‘diplemzt/ noun 1 member of diplo- 
matic service. 2 tactful person. 

a 1 ambassador, consul, government 

representative, minister, negotiator, official, 

peacemaker, politician, representative, tactician. 


diplomatic /diple'metik/ adjective 1 of or 
involved in diplomacy. 2 tactful: 0 diplomatic 
bag container for dispatching embassy mail. 
diplomatic immunity exemption of foreign dip- 
lomatic staff from arrest, taxation, etc. diplo- 
matic service branch of civil service concerned 
with representing a country abroad. o diplo- 
matically adverb. 

a 2 careful, considerate, delicate, discreet, 

judicious, polite, politic, prudent, sensitive, subtle, 

tactful, thoughtful, understanding. 


diplomatist /dr'pleumatist/ noun diplomat. 

dipper /‘dipe/ noun 1 diving bird. 2 ladle. 

SPRY ['dīpı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) slang crazy, 
silly. 

dipsomania /dipse'memtia/ noun alcoholism. 
o dipsomaniac noun. 

dipstick noun rod for measuring depth, esp. of 
oil in vehicle’s engine. 

dipterous /'dıptərəs/ adjective two-winged. 

diptych /‘diptik/ noun painted altarpiece on two 
hinged panels. 


diphthong | direction 


dire adjective 1 dreadful. 2 ominous. 3 colloquial 
very bad. 4 urgent. 


direct /darrekt/ adjective 1 extending or moving 
in straight line or by shortest route; not crooked 
or circuitous. 2 straightforward, frank. 3 
without intermediaries. 4 complete, greatest 
possible. © adverb 1 in a direct way. 2 by direct 
route. @ verb 1 control, guide. 2 (+ to do, that) 
order. 3 (+ to) tell way to (place). 4 (+ to) address 
(letter etc.). 5 (+ at, to, towards) point, aim, or 
turn. 6 supervise acting etc. of (film, play, etc.). 
O direct current electric current flowing in one 
direction only. direct debit regular debiting of 
bank account at request of payee. direct-grant 
school school funded by government, not local 
authority. direct object primary object of verbal 
action (see panel at oBJecT). direct speech words 
actually spoken, not reported (see panel). direct 
tax tax on income, paid directly to government. 
Odirectness noun. 
u adjective 1 shortest, straight, undeviating, 
unswerving. 2 blunt, candid, categorical, clear, 
decided, explicit, express, forthright, frank, 
honest, open, outspoken, plain, point-blank, 
sincere, straightforward, tactless, to the point, 
unambiguous, uncomplicated, undiplomatic, 
unequivocal, uninhibited, unqualified, 
unreserved. 3 empirical, first-hand, personal. 4 
absolute, complete, diametrical, exact, utter. 
© verb 1 administer, be in charge of, command, 
conduct, control, govern, guide, handle, lead, 
manage, mastermind, oversee, regulate, rule, run, 
stage-manage, superintend, supervise, take 
charge of. 2 bid, charge, command, enjoin, 
instruct, order, require, tell. 3 escort, guide, 
indicate the way, point, route, send, show the way, 
tell the way, usher. 5 aim, focus, level, target, train, 
turn. 


direction /dar'rekJ(e)n/ noun 1 directing. 2 
(usually in plural) orders, instructions. 3 point 
to, from, or along which person or thing moves 
or looks. o directionless adjective. 


Direct speech 


Direct speech is the actual words of a speaker quoted in writing. 
4 Inanoveletc., speech punctuation is used for direct speech: 


a The words spoken are usually put in quotation marks. 
b Each new piece of speech begins with a capital letter. i : 
c Each paragraph within one person's piece of speech begins with quotation marks, but only 


the last paragraph ends with them. 
For example: 


Christopher looked into the box. ‘There's nothing in here,’ he said. ‘It’s completely empty.’ 
2 Inascript (the written words of a play, a film, ora radio or television programme): 
a The names of speakers are written in the margin in capital letters. 


b Each name is followed by a colon. 
c Quotation marks are not needed. 


d Any instructions about the way the words are spoken or about the scenery or the actions of 
the speakers (stage directions) are written in the present tense in brackets or italics. 


For example: 


CHRISTOPHER: [Looks into box.] There's nothing in here. It's completely empty. 


directional | disappear 


| m 2 (directions) guidance, guidelines, instructions, 


orders, plans. 3 (compass) bearing, course, 

| orientation, path, road, route, tack, track, way. 

directional adjective 4 of or indicating direc- 
tion. 2sendingor receiving radio or sound waves 
in one direction only. 

directive /dar'rektrv/ noun order from an 
authority. - 

directly adverb 1 at once; without delay. 2 pres- 
ently, shortly. 3 exactly. 4 in a direct way. © con- 
junction colloquial as soon as. 

director noun person who directs, esp. for stage 
etc. or as member of board of company. 
n director-general chief executive. o direct- 
orial /-tə:-/ adjective. directorship noun. 


u administrator, colloquial boss, chief, executive, 
governor, manager, managing director, organizer, 
president, principal. 


directorate /darrektərət/ noun 1 board of 
directors. 2 office of director. 


directory /dar'rektar1/ noun (plural -ies) book 
with list of telephone subscribers, inhabitants of 
town etc., members of profession, etc. o direc- 
tory enquiries telephone service providing 
subscriber’s number on request. 
| m catalogue, index, list, register. 


dirge noun 1 lament for the dead. 2 dreary piece 
of music. 


dirham /‘direm/ noun monetary unit of Morocco 
and United Arab Emirates. 

dirigible /‘dirid3ib(9)l/ adjective that can be 
steered. © noun dirigible balloon or airship. 


dirk noun short dagger. 


dirndi /‘ds:nd(e)l/ noun 1 dress with close-fitting 
bodice and full skirt. 2 full gathered skirt with 
tight waistband. 


dirt noun 1 unclean matter that soils. 2 earth. 3 
foul or malicious talk. 4 excrement. o dirt cheap 
colloquial extremely cheap. dirt track racing 
track with surface of earth or cinders etc. 

a 1 dust, filth, grime, impurity, mess, mire, 

colloquial muck, ooze, pollution, slime, sludge, 

smut, soot. 2 clay, earth, loam, mud, soil. 3 see 

OBSCENITY 1. 4 excrement, muck, ordure. 


dirty /‘ds:t1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 soiled, 
unclean. 2 sordid, obscene. 3 dishonest, unfair. 
4 (of weather) rough. 5 muddy-looking. © adverb 
1 slang very. 2 in a dirty or obscene way. © verb 
Cies, -ied) make or become dirty. o dirty look 
colloquial look of disapproval or disgust. o dirti- 
ness noun. 
m adjective 1 poetical befouled, begrimed, 
besmirched, bespattered, black, contaminated, 
dingy, dusty, filthy, foul, grimy, grubby, impure, 
marked, messy, mucky, muddy, murky, nasty, 
poisoned, polluted, slatternly, smeary, smudged, 
soiled, sooty, sordid, spotted, squalid, stained, 
sullied, tainted, tarnished, uncared-for, unclean, 
untreated (water), unwashed. 2 coarse, crude, 
filthy, foul, improper, indecent, obscene, offensive, 
colloquial rude, smutty, sordid, vulgar. 3 corrupt, 
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dishonest, dishonourable, illegal, low-down, 
mean, nasty, rough, shabby, treacherous, unfair. 
ungentlemanly, unscrupulous, unsporting, : 
unsportsmanlike. © verb poetical befoul, defile. 
foul, mark, mess up, muddy, pollute, smear, ` 
smudge, soil, spatter, spot, stain, streak, tarnish. 


disability /diso'biltt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 per. 
manent physical or mental incapacity. 2 lack of 
some capacity, preventing action. 
a affliction, complaint, defect, disablement, 
handicap, impairment, incapacity, infirmity, 
weakness. 


disable /dr'serb(e)l/ verb (-ling) 1 deprive of an 
ability. 2 (often as disabled adjective) physically 
incapacitate. o disablement noun. 

u 1, 2 cripple, damage, debilitate, enfeeble, 

hamstring, handicap, immobilize, impair, 

incapacitate, injure, lame, maim, mutilate, 

paralyse, put out of action, ruin, weaken. 2 

(disabled) see HANDICAPPED. 


disabuse /arsa’bju:z/ verb (-sing) 1 (usually + 
of) free from mistaken idea. 2 disillusion. 


disadvantage /dised'va:ntid3/ noun 1 unfa- 
vourable condition or circumstance. 2 loss; 
damage. © verb (-ging) cause disadvantage to. 
Oat a disadvantage in an unfavourable pos- 
ition. o disadvantageous /diszedvon'teid3es/ 
adjective. 
a noun 1 drawback, handicap, hardship, 
hindrance, impediment, inconvenience, liability, 
colloquial minus, nuisance, privation, snag, 
trouble, weakness. 


disadvantaged adjective lacking normal 
opportunities through poverty, disability, etc. 


disaffected /diso'fektid/ adjective discon- 
tented, alienated (esp. politically). a disaffec- 
tion noun. 


disagree /disa'gri:/ verb (-ees, -eed) (often + 
with) 1 hold different opinion. 2 not correspond. 
3 upset. o disagreement noun. 

m 1 argue, bicker, clash, conflict, contend, differ, 

dispute, dissent, diverge, fall out, fight, quarrel, 

squabble, wrangle; (disagree with) see OPPOSE 1.2 

clash, conflict, differ, diverge. 0 disagreement 

altercation, argument, clash, conflict, contention, 
controversy, debate, difference, discrepancy, 
disharmony, disparity, dispute, dissension, 
dissent, divergence, incompatibility, 
inconsistency, misunderstanding, opposition, 
quarrel, squabble, strife, tiff, variance, wrangle. 


disagreeable adjective 1 unpleasant. 2 
bad-tempered. o disagreeably adverb. 

a 1 disgusting, distasteful, nasty, objectionable, 

obnoxious, offensive, off-putting, repellent, 

sickening, unpleasant, unsavoury. 


disallow /dise'lav/ verb refuse to allow oF 
accept; prohibit. 

disappear /dise'pia/ verb 1 cease to be visible. 
2 go missing. 3 cease to exist or be in circulatio! 
etc. o disappearance noun. 
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a 1 disperse, dissolve, literary evanesce, 
evaporate, fade, melt away, pass out of sight, 
vanish, vaporize, wane. 2 colloquial clear off, 
depart, escape, flee, fly, go, run away, walk away, 
withdraw. 3 die, die out, vanish, 


disappoint /disa'pomt/ verb 1. fail to fulfil 
desire or expectation of. 2 frustrate. o disap- 
pointed adjective. disappointing adjective. dis- 
appointment noun. 
o 1 chagrin, dash hopes of, disenchant, 
disillusion, dismay, displease, dissatisfy, let down, 
upset, vex. 2 see FRUSTRATE 2. O disappointed 
crestfallen, disenchanted, disillusioned, 
dissatisfied, frustrated, let down, sad, unsatisfied. 


disapprobation /dısæprə'berf(ə)n/ noun dis- 
approval. 


disapprove /disa'pru:v/ verb (-ving) (usually + 
of )have or express unfavourable opinion. o dis- 
approval noun. disapproving adjective. 

a (disapprove of ) be displeased by, belittle, 
censure, condemn, criticize, denounce, deplore, 
deprecate, dislike, disparage, frown on, jeer at, 
look askance at, object to, reject, colloquial take 
a dim view of, take exception to. o disapproval 
anger, censure, condemnation, criticism, 
disapprobation, disfavour, dislike, displeasure, 
dissatisfaction, hostility, reproach. disapproving 
see CRITICAL 1. 


disarm /d1'sa:m/ verb 1 deprive of weapons. 2 
abandon or reduce one’s own weapons. 3 (often 
as disarming adjective) make less hostile; charm, 
win over. o disarmament noun. disarmingly 
adverb. 


a 2 demilitarize, demobilize, disband troops. 3 
charm, mollify, pacify, placate. 


disarrange /dısə'remd3/ verb (-ging) put into 
disorder. 


disarray /diso're1/ noun disorder. 


disassociate /disa'saufiert/ verb (-ting) disso- 
ciate. o disassociation noun. 


disaster /drza:sts:/ moun 1 sudden or great mis- 
fortune. 2 colloquial complete failure. o disas- 
trous adjective. disastrously adverb. 
8 1 accident, blow, calamity, cataclysm, 
catastrophe, misadventure, mischance, 
misfortune, mishap, reverse, tragedy. 2 crash, 
débâcle, failure, fiasco, slang flop, colloquial 
wash-out. o disastrous appalling, colloquial 
awful, calamitous, cataclysmic, catastrophic, 
crippling, destructive, devastating, dire, dreadful, 
fatal, ruinous, colloquial terrible, tragic. 


disavow /diso'vau/ verb disclaim knowledge or 
approval of or responsibility for. a disavowal 
noun, 

disband /dis'bend/ verb break up, disperse. 


disbar /dis‘ba:/ verb (-rr-) deprive of status of 
barrister. o disbarment noun. 

disbelieve /disbrli:v/ verb (-ving) 1 refuse to 
believe; not believe. 2 be sceptical. o disbelief 
noun. disbeliever noun. disbelieving adjective. 
disbelievingly adverb. ; 


disappoint | disciple 


m 1 be sceptical of, discount; discredit, distrust, 
doubt, have no faith in, mistrust, reject, suspect. 2 
be sceptical, doubt, have no faith. 0 disbelieving 
See INCREDULOUS. 


disburden /dis'bs:d(e)n/ verb relieve (person, 
one’s mind, etc.) of burden. 


disburse /dis'bs:s/ verb (-sing) pay out (money). 
O disbursement noun. 


disc noun 1 flat thinnish circular object. 2 round 
flat or apparently flat surface or mark. 3 layer 
of cartilage between vertebrae. 4 gramophone 
record. 5 = compact pisc. 6 Computing = DISK. 
O disc brake one using friction of pads against a 


disc. disc jockey presenter of recorded popular 
music. 


@ 1, 2 circle, counter, plate, token. 4 album, 
long-playing record, LP, record, single. 
discard /dis‘ka:d/ verb 1 reject as unwanted. 2 
remove or put aside. 
@ 1 abandon, cast off, colloquial chuck away, 
dispense with, dispose of, slang ditch, dump, 
eliminate, get rid of, jettison, junk, reject, scrap, 
shed, throw away, toss out. 


discern /d's3:n/ verb 1 perceive clearly with 
mind or senses. 2 make out. odiscernible 
adverb. 

m be aware of, be sensitive to, detect, discover, 

discriminate, distinguish, make out, mark, notice, 

observe, perceive, recognize, see, spy. 

O discernible detectable, distinguishable, 

measurable, noticeable, perceptible. 


discerning adjective having good judgement or 
insight. o discernment noun. 


E see PERCEPTIVE. 


discharge verb /dis'tJa:d3/ (-ging) 1 release, let 
go. 2 dismiss from office or employment. 3 fire 
(gun etc.). 4 emit, pour out. 5 pay or perform 
(debt, duty). 6 relieve (bankrupt) of residual 
liability. 7 release an electrical charge from. 
8 relieve of cargo; unload. © noun /‘distSa:d3/ 1 
discharging, being discharged. 2 matter or thing 
discharged. 3 release of electric charge, esp. with 
spark. 
Pb 4 absolve, acquit, clear, dismiss, excuse, 
exonerate, free, let off, liberate, pardon, release. 2 
dismiss, fire, make redundant, remove, colloquial 
sack, throw out. 3 detonate, explode, fire, let off, 
shoot. 4 belch, eject, emit, expel, exude, give off, 
give out, pour out, produce, release, secrete, send 
out, spew out, spit out, throw out. 5 (discharge a 
debt) clear, liquidate, meet, pay, settle; (discharge 
a duty) accomplish, carry out, execute, fulfil, 
perform. © noun 1 dismissal, release. 2 emission, 
excretion, ooze, pus, secretion, suppuration. 


disciple /dr'sarp(ə)l/ noun 1 follower of leader, 
teacher, philosophy, etc. 2 follower of Christ, esp. 
one of the twelve Apostles. 

acolyte, adherent, admirer, Apostle, apprentice, 

devotee, follower, learner, proselyte, pupil, 

scholar, student, supporter. 


disciplinarian | discourage 


disciplinarian /distpl'‘nearren/ noun enforcer 
ofor believer in strict discipline. 
: m authoritarian, autocrat, despot, dictator, 
hardliner, hard taskmaster, martinet, slave-driver, 


stickler, tyrant. 


disciplinary /disiplmart/ adjective of or enfor- 
cing discipline. x 
discipline /'dısıplm/ noun 1 control or order 
exercised over people or animals. 2 system of 
rules for this. 3 training or way of life aimed at 
self-control or conformity. 4 behaviour resulting 
from such training. 5 branch of learning. 6 pun- 
ishment. © verb (-ning) 1 punish. 2 control by 
training in obedience. o disciplined adjective. 
u noun 1, 2 control, management, order, restraint, 
routine, strictness. 3 drilling, indoctrination, 
instruction, training. 4 good behaviour, obedience, 
orderliness, self-control, self-restraint. © verb 1 
castigate, chasten, chastise, correct, penalize, 
punish, rebuke, reprimand, formal reprove, scold. 
2 break in, coach, control, drill, educate, govern, 
indoctrinate, instruct, keep in check, manage, 
restrain, school, train. o disciplined see 
OBEDIENT. 


disclaim /dis'klem/ verb 1 disown, deny. 2 
renounce legal claim to. 


m deny, disown, forswear, reject, renounce, 
repudiate. 


disclaimer noun statement disclaiming some- 
thing. 

disclose /dis'kleuz/ verb (-sing) expose, make 
known, reveal. o disclosure noun. 


m divulge, expose, let out, make known, reveal, 
| tell. 


disco /‘diskau/ noun (plural -s) colloquial disco- 
théque. 


discolour /dis'kala/ verb (US discolor) 1 cause 
tochange from its usual colour. 2 stain or become 
stained. o discoloration noun. 
m bleach, dirty, fade, mark, stain, tarnish, tinge. 


discomfit /dis'kamfit/ verb (-t-) 1 disconcert, 
baffle. 2 frustrate. o discomfiture noun. 


discomfort /dis'kamfet/ noun 1 lack of 
comfort. 2 uneasiness of body or mind. © verb 
make uneasy; distress. 
m noun ache, care, difficulty, distress, hardship, 
inconvenience, irritation, pain, soreness, 
uncomfortableness, uneasiness. 


discompose /diskem'pevz/ verb (-sing) 
disturb composure of. o discomposure nour. 


disconcert /disken'ss:t/ verb disturb compos- 
ure of; fluster. 

m agitate, bewilder, confuse, discomfit, distract, 

disturb, fluster, nonplus, perplex, put off, puzzle, 

colloquial rattle, ruffle, colloquial throw, throw off 

balance, trouble, unsettle, upset, worry. 


disconnect /diske'nekt/ verb 1 break connec- 
tion of or between. 2 put (apparatus) out ofaction 
by disconnecting parts. 0 disconnection noun. 
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m 1 break off, cut off, detach, disengage, divide 
part, sever, uncouple, undo, unhitch, unhook, 
unplug. 2 switch off, turn off. iin 


disconnected adjective incoherent and i} 
logical. 
m see INCOHERENT. 


disconsolate /dıs'konsələt/ adjective . 4 
forlorn, unhappy. 2 disappointed. o disconso- 
lately adverb. 


discontent /dıskən'tent/ noun dissatisfaction: 

lack of contentment. © verb (esp. as discon. 
tented adjective) make dissatisfied. u discon- 
tentment noun. : 


a verb (discontented) annoyed, disgruntled, 
displeased, dissatisfied, fed up, restless, sulky, 
unhappy, unsettled. 


discontinue /disken'tmju:/ verb (-ues, -ued, 
-uing) 1 (cause to) cease. 2 not go on with 
(activity). 

discontinuous § /disken'tmjues/ adjective 
lacking continuity; intermittent. o discontinu- 
ity /-kontrnju:iti/ noun. 

discord /‘disko:d/ noun 1 disagreement, strife. 
2harsh noise, clashing sounds; lack of harmony. 

u 1 argument, conflict, contention, difference of 

opinion, disagreement, disharmony, friction, 

incompatibility, strife. 2 cacophony, clash, 

disharmony, jangle, noise. 


discordant /dis‘ko:dent/ adjective 1 disagree- 
ing; not fitting in. 2 (of sounds) harsh; not in 
harmony. 
n 1 conflicting, contrary, differing, disagreeing, 
dissimilar, divergent, incompatible, incongruous, 
inconsistent, opposed, opposite. 2 cacophonous, 
clashing, dissonant, grating, grinding, harsh, 
jangling, jarring, shrill, strident, tuneless, 
unmusical. 


discothèque /‘disketek/ noun nightclub etc. 
where pop records are played for dancing. 


discount noun /'diskaunt/ amount deducted 
fromnormal price. © verb /dis‘kaunt/ 1 disregard 
as unreliable or unimportant. 2 deduct amount 
from (price etc.). 3 give or get present value of 
(investment certificate which has yet to mature). 
o at a discount below nominal or usual price. 

u noun allowance, concession, cut, deduction, 

rebate, reduction. © verb 1 disbelieve, dismiss, 

disregard, gloss over, ignore, overlook, reject. 


discountenance /dıs'kauntməns/ verb 
(-cing) 1 disconcert. 2 refuse to approve of. 


discourage /dis'karid3/ verb (-ging) 1 reduce 

confidence or spirits of. 2 (usually + from) dS: 

suade, deter; try to prevent. 3 show disappro 

of. o discouragement noun. 
m 1 cow, damp, dampen, daunt, demoralize, 
depress, disenchant, dishearten, dismay, dispirit, 
frighten, inhibit, intimidate, overawe, scare, 
unman, unnerve. 2 deflect, deter, dissuade, 
hinder, inhibit, prevent, put an end to, put off, 
restrain, slow down, stop, suppress. 3 depreca™: 
disapprove of, frown on, throw cold water on- 
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o discouragement constraint, damper, 
deterrent, disincentive, hindrance, impediment, 
obstacle, restraint, setback. 


discourse noun j'dıskə:s/ 1 conversation. 2 
lengthy treatment of theme. 3 lecture, speech. 
o verb /dis'ko:s/ (-sing) 1 converse. 2 speak or 
write at length. 

m noun 1 see CONVERSATION 1-2. 2, 3 dissertation, 

essay, lecture, monograph, paper, speech, thesis, 

treatise, writing. © verb see SPEAK 3. 


discourteous /dis'ks:tres/ adjective rude, 
uncivil. o discourteously adverb. discourtesy 
]-est/ noun (plural -ies). 


discover /di'skava/ verb 1 find or find out, by 
effort or chance. 2 be first to find or find out in 
particular case. 3 find and promote (little-known 
performer). 0 discoverer noun. 
a 1, 2 ascertain, bring to light, come across, 
conceive, detect, dig up, disclose, dredge up, 
explore, expose, ferret out, find, hit on, identify, 
invent, learn, light (up)on, locate, notice, observe, 
perceive, recognize, reveal, search out, colloquial 
spot, slang suss out, track down, turn up, uncover, 
unearth. 0 discoverer creator, explorer, finder, 
initiator, inventor, originator, pioneer. 


discovery noun (plural -ies) 1 discovering, 
being discovered. 2 person or thing discovered. 
1 conception, detection, disclosure, 
exploration, innovation, invention, recognition, 
revelation. 2 breakthrough, conception, find, 
innovation, invention, revelation. 


discredit /dis'kredit/ verb (-t-) 1 cause to be dis- 

believed. 2 harm good reputation of. 3 refuse to 

believe. © noun 1 harm to reputation. 2 cause of 

this. 3 lack of credibility. 

| a verb 1 challenge, colloquial debunk, disprove, 
explode, prove false, raise doubts about. 2 attack, 
calumniate, defame, disgrace, dishonour, show 
up, slander, archaic or US slur, smear, vilify. 3 see 
DISBELIEVE 1. 


discreditable adjective bringing discredit, 
shameful. 


discreet /dr'skri:t/ adjective (-er, -est) 1 tactful, 

prudent. 2 cautious in speech or action. 3 unob- 

trusive. odiscreetly adverb. discreetness 

noun. 
8 1, 2 careful, cautious, chary, circumspect, 
considerate, delicate, diplomatic, guarded, 
judicious, polite, politic, prudent, sensitive, tactful, 
thoughtful, wary. 3 low-key, mild, muted, 
restrained, soft, subdued, understated, 
unobtrusive. 


_ discrepancy /dr'skrepensi/ noun (plural -ies) 
terence; inconsistency. o discrepant adjec- 
ive. > 

a Conflict, difference, disparity, dissimilarity, 

divergence, incompatibility, incongruity, 

inconsistency, variance. 


discrete /di'skri:t/ adjective separate, distinct. 
discretion /dr'skrej(e)n/ noun 4 being discreet. 


2 prudence, judgement. 3 freedom or authority 
toactasone thinks fit. o discretionary adjective. 
a 1,2 circumspection, diplomacy, good sense, 
judgement, maturity, prudence, responsibility, 
Sensitivity, tact, wisdom. 


discriminate /drskrmmert/ verb (ting) 1 
(often + between) make or see a distinction. 2 
(usually + against, in favour of) treat badly or 
well, esp. on the basis of race, gender, etc. o dis- 
criminating adjective. discriminatory /-netert/ 
adjective. 

m 1 differentiate, distinguish, draw a distinctjon, 

Separate, tell apart. 2 be biased, be intolerant, be 

prejudiced. o discriminating see PERCEPTIVE. 


discrimination noun 1 good taste. 2 biased or 
unfavourable treatment. 

m 1 discernment, good taste, insight, judgement, 

perceptiveness, refinement, selectivity, subtlety, ` 

taste. 2 bias, bigotry, favouritism, intolerance, 

prejudice, unfairness. 


discursive /dis'ks:stv/ adjective rambling; 
tending to digress. 


discus /‘diskas/ noun (plural-cuses) heavy disc 
thrown in athletic events. 


discuss /dis‘kas/ verb 1 talk about. 2 talk or 
write about (subject) in detail; examine, debate. 
o discussion noun. 
u argue about, confer about, consider, consult 
about, debate, deliberate, examine, put heads 
together about, speak about, talk about, thrash 
out, weigh the pros and cons of, write about. 
O discussion argument, literary colloquy, 
confabulation, conference, consideration, 
consultation, conversation, debate, deliberation, 
dialogue, discourse, examination, exchange of 
views, powwow, symposium, talk. 


disdain /dis'dem/ noun scorn, contempt. © verb 
4 regard with disdain. 2 refrain or refuse out of 
disdain. o disdainful adjective. 

a o disdainful contemptuous, jeering, mocking, 

scornful, sneering, supercilious, superior. 


disease /dr'zi:z/ noun 1 unhealthy condition of 
organism or part of organism. 2 (specific) dis- 
order or illness. 0 diseased adjective. 

BH affliction, ailment, blight, slang bug, complaint, 

condition, contagion, disorder, illness, infection, 

infirmity, malady, plague, sickness. c diseased 

ailing, ill, infirm, sick, unwell. 


disembark /disnm'ba:k/ verb 1 put or go ashore. 
2 get off aircraft, bus, etc. o disembarkation 


j/-emba:-/ noun. 


u 1 debark, go ashore, land, put ashore. 2 alight, 
| get off. 


disembarrass /dismm'beras/ verb 1 (usually 
+ of) rid or relieve (of a load etc.). 2 free from 
embarrassment. o disembarrassment noun. 


disembodied /disim'bodid/ adjective (of soul 
etc.) separated from body or concrete form; 
without a body. 


disembowel | dishonourable 


disembowel /dism'baval/ verb (-ll-; US -l-) 
remove entrails of. 0 disembowelment noun. 

disenchant /dism'tfa:nt/ verb disillusion. 
o disenchantment noun. 

disencumber /dism'kambo/ verb free from 
encumbrance. 

disenfranchise /dism'frentfaiz/ verb (-sing) 
deprive of right to vote, of citizen’s rights, or of 
franchise held. o disenfranchisement noun. 

disengage /dism'geid3/ verb (-ging) 1 detach, 
loosen, release. 2remove (troops) from battle etc. 
3 become detached. 4 (as disengaged adjective) 
at leisure, uncommitted. u disengagement 
noun. 

disentangle /dism'teeng(@)l/ verb (-ling) free or 
become free of tangles or complications. O dis- 
entanglement noun. 

disestablish /disr'steblif/ verb 1 deprive 
(Church) of state support. 2 end the establish- 
ment of. o disestablishment noun. 


disfavour /dis'ferva/ noun (US disfavor) 1 
dislike, disapproval. 2 being disliked. 

disfigure /dis'figa/ verb (-ring) spoil appearance 
of. o disfigurement noun. 

u blemish, damage, deface, deform, distort, 

impair, injure, make ugly, mar, mutilate, ruin, scar, 

spoil. 


disgorge /dis'go:d3/ verb (-ging) 1 eject from 
throat. 2 pour forth (food, fluid, etc.). 

disgrace /dis‘greis/ noun 1 shame, ignominy. 
2 shameful or very bad person or thing. © verb 
(-cing) 1 bring shame or discredit on. 2 dismiss 
from position of honour or favour. 

u noun 1 contumely, degradation, discredit, 

dishonour, disrepute, embarrassment, 

humiliation, ignominy, obloquy, odium, 

opprobrium, scandal, shame, stigma. 


disgraceful adjective causing disgrace; shame- 
ful. o disgracefully adverb. 

n bad, contemptible, degrading, dishonourable, 

embarrassing, humiliating, ignominious, 

shameful, shaming, wicked. 


disgruntled /dis'grant()ld/ adjective discon- 
tented; sulky. o disgruntlement noun. 

m annoyed, bad-tempered, cross, disaffected, 

disappointed, discontented, dissatisfied, fed up, 

grumpy, moody, sulky, sullen. 


disguise /dis'gaiz/ verb (-sing) 1 conceal iden- 

tity of; make unrecognizable. 2 conceal. © noun 1 

costume, make-up, etc. used to disguise. 2 action, 

mannan etc. used to deceive. 3 disguised condi- 
on. 
m verb 41 camouflage, dress up, mask, screen, 
shroud, veil; (disguise oneself as) see 
IMPERSONATE. 2 conceal, cover up, falsify, gloss 
over, hide, misrepresent. @ noun 1 camouflage, 
costume, cover, fancy dress, colloquial get-up, 
make-up, mask. 2 cover, front, pretence, 
smokescreen. 


disgust /dis'gast/ noun strong aversion; repug- 
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nance. @verb cause disgust in. a disgust; 
adjective. disgustingly adverb. 

a noun abhorrence, antipathy, aversion, 
contempt, detestation, dislike, distaste, hatreg 
loathing, nausea, outrage, repugnance, repulsion 
revulsion, sickness. © verb appal, be distasteful | 
to, displease, horrify, nauseate, offend, outrage, 
put off, repel, revolt, shock, sicken, turn (person's) 
stomach. o disgusting see HATEFUL. 


ng 


dish noun 1 shallow flat-bottomed container for 

food. 2 food served in dish. 3 particular kind of 
food. 4 (in plural) crockery etc. to be washed etc, 
after a meal. 5 dish-shaped object or cavity. 6 
colloquial sexually attractive person. © verb 4 
make dish-shaped. 2 colloquial outmanoeuvre: 
frustrate. o dish out colloquial distribute, allo. 
cate. dish up (prepare to) serve meal. 

u noun 1 basin, bowl, casserole, container, plate, 

platter, tureen. 3 concoction, food, recipe. O dish 

out see DISTRIBUTE 1. dish up See SERVE Verb 9. 


disharmony /dis‘ha:ment/ noun lack of har- 
mony; discord. 

dishearten /dis‘ha:t(2)n/ verb cause to lose 
courage or confidence. u disheartened adjec- 
tive. 


n depress, deter, discourage, dismay, put off, 
| sadden. o disheartened see SaD 1. 3 
dishevelled /drjev(ə)ld/ adjective (US 

disheveled) ruffled, untidy. 

a bedraggled, disarranged, disordered, knotted, 
matted, messy, ruffled, rumpled, colloquial 
scruffy, slovenly, tangled, tousled, uncombed, 
unkempt, untidy. 


dishonest /drsonıst/ adjective fraudulent; 
insincere. udishonestly adverb. dishonesty 
noun. 
slang bent, cheating, corrupt, criminal, 
colloquial crooked, deceitful, deceiving, 
deceptive, devious, dishonourable, disreputable, 
false, fraudulent, hypocritical, immoral, insincere, 
lying, mendacious, misleading, perfidious, shady, 
slippery, specious, swindling, thieving, 
treacherous, two-faced, underhand, unethical, 
unprincipled, unscrupulous, untrustworthy, 
untruthful. 


dishonour /dr'sona/ (US dishonor) noun 1 loss 
of honour; disgrace. 2 cause of this. © verb 1 dis: 
grace (person, family, etc.). 2 refuse to pay 
(cheque etc.). 3 archaic rape. 
n noun 1 degradation, discredit, disgrace, 
humiliation, ignominy, indignity, loss of face, 
obloquy, opprobrium, reproach, scandal, shame, 
slander. © verb 1 abuse, affront, debase, defile, 
degrade, disgrace, offend, profane, shame, slight- 
3 see RAPE’ verb. 


dishonourable adjective (US dishonorable)! 
causing disgrace; ignominious. 2 unprinc!P 

Odishonourably adverb. t 
u base, blameworthy, compromising, corrupt 
despicable, discreditable, disgraceful, i 
disgusting, dishonest, disloyal, disreputab Aai 
ignoble, ignominious, improper, infamous, 
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outrageous, perfidious, reprehensible, 
scandalous, shabby, shameful, shameless, 
treacherous, unchivalrous, unethical, 
unprincipled, unscrupulous, untrustworthy, 
unworthy, wicked. 


dishy adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial sexually 
attractive. 

disillusion /disr'lu:3(9)n/ verb free from illusion 
or mistaken belief, esp. disappointingly. © noun 
disillusioned state. uo disillusionment noun. 


a verb disabuse, disappoint, disenchant, 
enlighten, undeceive. 


disincentive /dism'sentrv/ noun thing that dis- 
courages, esp. from a particular line of action. 

disincline /dism'klam/ verb (-ning) (usually as 
disinclined adjective) make unwilling. u disin- 
clination /-klr'ner-/ noun. 


disinfect /dısm'fekt/ verb cleanse of infection. 
o disinfection noun. 


a clean, cleanse, decontaminate, fumigate, purge, 
purify, sanitize, sterilize. 


disinfectant noun substance that destroys 
germs etc. © adjective disinfecting. 


l a noun antiseptic, fumigant, germicide. 
disinformation /dısmfə'merf(ə)n/ noun false 
information, propaganda. 
disingenuous /dism'dgenjues/ adjective insin- 
cere; not candid. o disingenuously adverb. dis- 
ingenuousness noun. 


disinherit /dism‘hertt/ verb (-t-) deprive ofright 
to inherit; reject as one’s heir. o disinheritance 
noun. 


m cut out of a will, deprive person of his/her 
birthright. 


disintegrate /dr'smtigrett/ verb (-ting) 1 separ- 
ate into component parts; break up. 2 colloquial 
break down, esp. mentally. o disintegration 
noun, 

a 1 break into pieces, break up, come apart, 

crumble, decay, decompose, degenerate, 

deteriorate, fall apart, moulder, rot, shatter, smash, 

splinter. 2 break down, collapse, colloquial crack 

up. 


disinter /dism'ts:/ verb (-rr-) dig up (esp. corpse). 
o disinterment noun. 

disinterested /dr'smtristid/ adjective 1 impar- 
tial. 2 disputed uninterested. o disinterest noun. 
disinterestedly adverb. 


USAGE The use ofdisinterested to mean ‘uninter- 
ested’ is common in informal use but is widely 
considered incorrect. The use of the noun disin- 
terest to mean ‘lack of interest’ is also objected 
to, but it is rarely used in any other sense and 
the alternative uninterest is rare. 

m 1 detached, dispassionate, impartial, 
impersonal, neutral, objective, unbiased, 
uninvolved, unprejudiced. 


disjointed /dis‘dgomtid/ adjective discon- 
nected, incoherent. 


dishy | dismember 


a aimless, broken up, confused, desultory, 
disconnected, dislocated, disordered, disunited, 
divided, incoherent, jumbled, loose, mixed up, 
muddled, rambling, separate, Split up, 
unconnected, uncoordinated, wandering. 


disjunction /dis'dgank§(e)n/ noun separation. 
disjunctive /dis'dganktrv/ adjective 1 involv- 


ing separation. 2 (of a conjunction) expressing 
alternative. 


disk /disk/ noun (also disc) flat circular com- 
puterstorage device. u disk drive mechanism for 
ae disk and reading or writing data from 
or to it. 


dislike /dis'latk/ verb (-king) have aversion to; 
not like. @ noun 1 feeling of repugnance or not 
liking. 2 object of this. o dislikable adjective. 

m verb despise, detest, disapprove of, hate, object 

to, scorn, take against, take exception to. © noun 

41 animus, antagonism, antipathy, aversion, 

contempt, detestation, disapproval, disfavour, 

disgust, distaste, hatred, hostility, ill will, loathing, 

repugnance, revulsion. 


dislocate /‘dislekert/ verb (ting) 1 disturb 
normal connection of (esp. a joint in the body). 2 
disrupt. o dislocation noun. 


| u 1 disengage, displace, put out of joint. 


dislodge /dis'lod3/ verb (-ging) disturb or move. 
o dislodgement noun. 


disloyal /dıs'lərəl/ adjective unfaithful; lacking 
loyalty. o disloyalty noun. 
a faithless, false, insincere, perfidious, literary 
recreant, renegade, seditious, subversive, 
treacherous, treasonable, two-faced, unfaithful, 
unreliable, untrue, untrustworthy. 0 disloyalty 
betrayal, double-dealing, duplicity, faithlessness, 
falseness, inconstancy, infidelity, perfidy, 
treachery, treason, unfaithfulness. 


dismal /‘dizm(e)I/ adjective 1 gloomy; miserable; - 
dreary. 2 colloquial feeble, inept. a dismally 
adverb. 

u 1 bleak, cheerless, depressing, dreary, dull, 

funereal, gloomy, grey, grim, joyless, miserable, 

sad, sombre, wretched. 


dismantle /dis'mzent(e)l/ verb (-ling) 1 pull 
down; take to pieces. 2 deprive ofdefences, equip- 
ment, etc. 


u 4 demolish, knock down, strike, strip down, take 
| apart, take down. 


dismay /dis'met/ noun feeling of intense disap- 
pointment and discouragement. @ verb affect 
with dismay. 
a noun agitation, alarm, anxiety, apprehension, 
consternation, depression, disappointment, 
discouragement, distress, dread, fear, gloom, 
colloquial horror, pessimism, trepidation. © verb 
alarm, appal, daunt, depress, devastate, 
disappoint, discompose, discourage, disgust, 
dishearten, dispirit, distress, frighten, horrify, 
scare, shock, take aback, unnerve. 


dismember /dıs'membə/ verb 1 remove limbs 


dismiss | disperse 


from. 2 partition (country etc.). adismem- 
berment zoun. 
dismiss /dis'mis/ verb 1 send away; disband; 
allow to go. 2 terminate employment of, esp. dis- 
honourably. 3 put out of one’s thoughts. 4 treat 
summarily. 5 Law refuse further hearing to. 6 
Cricket put (batsman, side) out. O dismissal 
noun. 
u 1 disband, discharge, free, let go, pack off, 
release, send away, colloquial send packing. 2 
axe, cashier, disband, discharge, fire, get rid of, 
give notice to, colloquial give (person) the boot, 
colloquial give (person) the push, lay off, make 
redundant, colloquial sack. 3, 4 belittle, brush 
aside, discard, discount, disregard, drop, give up, 
pooh-pooh, reject, repudiate, set aside, shelve, 
shrug off, wave aside. 


dismissive adjective dismissing rudely or casu- 
ally; disdainful. o dismissively adverb. 
dismount /dis'maunt/ verb 1 get off or down 
from cycle or horseback etc. 2 remove (thing) 
from mounting. 
disobedient /diso'bi:dient/ adjective dis- 
obeying; rebellious. 0 disobedience noun. dis- 
obediently adverb. 
m anarchic, contrary, defiant, delinquent, 
disorderly, disruptive, fractious, headstrong, 
insubordinate, intractable, mutinous, naughty, 
obdurate, obstinate, obstreperous, perverse, 
rebellious, recalcitrant, refractory, riotous, 
self-willed, stubborn, uncontrollable, 
undisciplined, ungovernable, unmanageable, 
unruly, wayward, wild, wilful. 


disobey /dısə'ber/ verb fail or refuse to obey. 

m mutiny, protest, rebel, revolt, rise up; (disobey 
rules, etc.) break, contravene, defy, disregard, 
flout, ignore, infringe, oppose, rebel against, 
resist, transgress, violate. 


disoblige /disa'blaid3/ verb (-ging) refuse to 
help or cooperate with (person). disobliging 
adjective. 

disorder /di'so:da/ moun 1 confusion. 2 tumult, 
riot. 3 bodily or mental ailment. o disordered 
adjective. 

m 1 anarchy, chaos, confusion, disarray, 

disorderliness, disorganization, jumble, mess, 

muddle, colloquial shambles, tangle, untidiness. 2 

clamour, commotion, disturbance, fighting, 

fracas, fuss, lawlessness, riot, colloquial rumpus, 

tumult, uproar. 3 see ILLNESS 1. 


disorderly adjective 1 untidy; confused. 2 
riotous. O disorderliness noun. 


j m 1 see DISORGANIZED (DISORGANIZE). 2 see 
DISOBEDIENT. 


disorganize /dis'o:ganaiz/ verb (also -ise) 
(zing or -sing) 1 throw into confusion or dis- 
order. 2 (as disorganized adjective) badly organ- 
ized; untidy. o disorganization noun. 
a 2 (disorganized) aimless, careless, chaotic, 
confused, disorderly, haphazard, illogical, 
jumbled, messy, muddled, rambling, 
scatterbrained, slapdash, slipshod, sloppy, 
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slovenly, straggling, unmethodical, unplanneg 
unstructured, unsystematic, untidy. x 


disorientate  /dis'‘o:r1entert/ verb 
disorient) (-ting) confuse (person) as to his or he 
bearings. o disorientation noun. T 


disown /dis'aun/ verb deny or give up an 
nection with; repudiate. P any con- 


| m cast off, deny, disclaim, renounce, repudiate, 


disparage /dr'spzrid3/ verb (-ging) criticize: 
belittle. disparagement noun. disparaging 
adjective. 

a belittle, criticize, demean, depreciate, discredit 

insult, colloquial put down, slight, undervalue, 5 

o disparaging see UNCOMPLIMENTARY. 


disparate /'dıspərət/ adjective essentially dif- 
ferent; unrelated. 

disparity /drspærtı/ noun (plural -ies) 
inequality; difference; incongruity. 
dispassionate /di'spzJanat/ adjective 1 free 
from emotion. 2 impartial. o dispassionately 
adverb. 


a 1 calm, composed, cool, equable, 
even-tempered, level-headed, sober, 
unemotional. 2 see IMPARTIAL. 


dispatch /dis'pzt// (also despatch) verb 1 send 
off. 2 perform (task etc.) promptly. 3 kill. 4 collo- 
quial eat (food) quickly. © noun 1 dispatching, 
being dispatched. 2 official written message, esp. 
military or political. 3 promptness, efficiency. 
Odispatch box case for esp. parliamentary 
documents. dispatch rider motorcyclist etc. 
carrying messages. 

m verb 1 consign, convey, forward, mail, post, 

send, ship, transmit. 3 see KILL verb 1. © noun 2 

bulletin, communiqué, document, letter, message, 

report. 


dispel /dr'spel/ verb (-ll-) drive away (esp. 
unwanted ideas or feelings); scatter. 
dispensable /di'spensab(e)l/ adjective that can 
be dispensed with. 

dispensary /dr'spensərı/ noun (plural -les) 
place where medicines etc. are dispensed. 
dispensation /dispen'serf(a)n/ noun 1 distrib- 
uting, dispensing. 2 exemption from penalty, 
rule, etc. 3 ordering or management, esp- 
world by Providence. 

dispense /dr'spens/ verb (-sing) 1 distribute. z 
administer. 3 make up and give out (medicine). 
q tes) do without; make unnecessary; do away 


m 1 allocate, allot, apportion, assign, deal out, 
disburse, distribute, dole out, give out, issue, 
measure out, literary mete out, parcel out, provide, 
ration out, share. 4 (dispense with) see OMIT 1, 
REMOVE verb 1. 


ses some- 


dispenser noun 1 person who dispenses $7 


thing. 2 device that dispenses selected amou 
atime. 

disperse /dr'sps:s/ verb (-sing) 1 
widely or in different directions; scatter, 


a send 
err, dissem” 
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inate. 2 station at different points. 3 separate 
(light) into coloured constituents. o dispersal 
noun. dispersion noun. 

m 1 break up, broadcast, decentralize, devolve, 
disband, dismiss, dispel, dissipate, dissolve, 
distribute, divide up, drive away, scatter, send 
away, separate, spread, spread out, stray. 


dispirit /dr'sprit/ verb (esp. as dispiriting, dis- 
pirited adjectives) make despondent. 


displace /dis'plets/ verb (-cing) 1 move from its 
place. 2 remove from office. 3 oust; take the place 
of. u displaced person refugee in war etc. or 
from persecution. 

a 1 disarrange, dislocate, dislodge, disturb, 

misplace, move, shift. 2 depose, dispossess, 

evict, expel, unseat. 3 oust, replace, succeed, 

supersede, supplant, take the place of, usurp. 


displacement noun 1 displacing, being dis- 
placed. 2 amount of fluid displaced by object 
floating or immersed in it. 


display /dr'splei/ verb show, exhibit. © noun 1 
displaying. 2 exhibition. 3 ostentation. 4 image 
shown on a visual display unit etc. 

a verb advertise, air, betray, demonstrate, 

disclose, exhibit, expose, flaunt, flourish, give 

evidence of, parade, present, produce, put on 
show, reveal, set out, show, show off, unfold, unfurl, 
unveil, literary vaunt. © noun 1 demonstration, 
exhibition, manifestation, presentation. 2 array, 
demonstration, exhibition, pageant, parade, - 
presentation, show, spectacle. 3 ceremony, 
ostentation, pageantry, pomp, showing off. 


displease /dis'pli:z/ verb (-sing) offend; make 
angry or upset. o displeasure /-'pleza/ noun. 


| a anger, annoy, offend, put out, upset. 


disport /di'spo:t/ verb (also disport oneself) 
frolic, enjoy oneself. 

disposable adjective 1 that can be disposed of. 
2 designed to be discarded after one use. 

u 1 atone's disposal, available, spendable, usable. 

2 biodegradable, expendable, non-returnable, 

replaceable, throw-away. 


disposal noun disposing of. o at one's disposal 
available. 


dispose /dr'spauz/ verb (-sing) 1 (usually + to, to 
do) (usually in passive) incline, make willing. 2 
(usually + to, to do) (in passive) tend. 3 arrange 
suitably. 4 (as disposed adjective) having a speci- 
fied inclination. 5 determine events. a dispose 
of 1 get rid of. 2 deal with. 3 finish. 
u 1, 2 (be disposed) be apt, be inclined, disputed 
be liable, be likely, be minded, be prone, be 
tempted, be willing, tend. 3 adjust, arrange, array, 
distribute, group, order, organize, place, position, 
put, set out, situate. 0 dispose of 1 see DESTROY 2, 
DISCARD 1. 


disposition /dispa'z1f(e)n/ noun 1 natural ten- 
dency; temperament. 2 arrangement (of parts 
etc.). 


dispossess /dispe'zes/ verb 1 (usually + of) 


dispirit | disreputable 


(esp. as dispossessed adjective) deprive. 2 oust, 
dislodge. o dispossession noun. 


disproof /dis'pru:f/ noun refutation. 


disproportion /dispra'‘po:J(e)n/ noun lack of 
proportion. 


disproportionate adjective out of proportion; 
relatively too large or too small. o dispropor- 
tionately adverb. 

@ excessive, incommensurate, incongruous, 

inequitable, inordinate, out of proportion, 

unbalanced, uneven, unreasonable. 


disprove /dis'pru:v/ verb (-ving) prove (theory 
etc.) false. 
| a confute, contradict, controvert, demolish, 
discredit, explode, invalidate, negate, rebut, 
refute. 


disputable adjective open to question. 
disputant noun person in dispute. 


disputation /dispju:'terf(e)n/ noun 1 debate, 
esp. formal. 2 argument, controversy. 


disputatious /dispju:'teifas/ adjective argu- 
mentative. 


dispute /di'spju:t/ verb (-ting) 1 hold debate. 2 
quarrel. 3 question truth or validity of. 4 contend 
for. 5 resist. @ noun 1 controversy, debate. 2 
quarrel. 3 disagreement leading to industrial 
action. 

ti verb 1 see DEBATE Verb 1. 2 see QUARREL Verb 2. 

3 argue against, challenge, contest, contradict, 

controvert, deny, disagree with, doubt, fault, 

gainsay, impugn, object to, oppose, pick holes in, 
quarrel with, query, question, raise doubts about, 

take exception to. © noun 2 see QUARREL noun 1. 


disqualify /dis‘kwolifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) make 
or pronounce (competitor, applicant, etc.) unfit 
or ineligible. o disqualification noun. 


u bar, debar, exclude, preclude, prohibit, reject, 
turn down. 


disquiet /dis‘kwatet/ verb make anxious. 
@noun uneasiness, anxiety. odisquietude 
noun. 


disquisition /diskwrz1S(e)n/ noun discursive 
treatise or discourse. 


disregard /disri'ga:d/ verb ignore; treat as 
unimportant. © noun indifference, neglect. 
m verb brush aside, despise, discount, dismiss, 
disobey, exclude, fly in the face of, forget, ignore, 
leave out, make light of, miss out, neglect, omit, 
overlook, pass over, pay no attention to, 
pooh-pooh, reject, shrug off, skip, slight, snub, turn 
ablind eye to. 


disrepair /disri'pea/ noun bad condition due to 
lack of repairs. 


disreputable /dis'repjuteb()l/ adjective 1 
having a bad reputation; not respectable in char- 
acter. 2 not respectable in appearance. o disrep- 
utably adverb. 


disrepute | distance 


u 1 dishonest, dishonourable, colloquial dodgy, 
dubious, infamous, questionable, raffish, shady, 
suspect, suspicious, unconventional, unreliable, 
unsound, untrustworthy. 2 see SHABBY 1,2, 
SLOVENLY adjective. 


disrepute /disri‘pju:t/ noun lack of good reputa- 
tion; discredit. 

disrespect /disri'spekt/ noun lack of respect. 
n disrespectful adjective. 

a o disrespectful bad-mannered, blasphemous, 

derisive, discourteous, disparaging, impolite, 

impudent, inconsiderate, insolent, insulting, 

irreverent, mocking, rude, scornful, uncivil, 

uncomplimentary, unmannerly. 


disrobe /dis'raub/ verb (-bing) literary undress. 

disrupt /dis'rapt/ verb 1 interrupt continuity of; 
bring disorder to. 2 break (thing) apart. o dis- 
ruption noun. disruptive adjective. 

m 1 agitate, break up, confuse, disconcert, 

dislocate, disorder, disturb, interfere with, 

interrupt, intrude on, spoil, throw into disorder, 

unsettle, upset. 


dissatisfy /di'sztisfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) (usually 
as dissatisfied adjective) (often + with) fail to 
satisfy; make discontented. o dissatisfaction 
]-fæk-/ noun. 

a (dissatisfied) disaffected, disappointed, 

discontented, disgruntled, displeased, fed up, 

frustrated, unfulfilled, unhappy, unsatisfied. 

o dissatisfaction annoyance, chagrin, 

disappointment, discontentment, dismay, 

displeasure, disquiet, exasperation, frustration, 

irritation, malaise, regret, unhappiness. 


dissect /dr'sekt/ verb 1 cut in pieces, esp. for 
examination or post-mortem. 2 analyse or criti- 
cize in detail. o dissection noun. 


USAGE Dissect is often wrongly pronounced 
/dar'sekt/ (and sometimes written with only one 
s) because of confusion with bisect. 


dissemble /di'semb(e)I/ verb (-ling) 1 be hypo- 
critical or insincere. 2 conceal or disguise (a 
feeling, intention, etc.). 


disseminate /di'semmeit/ verb (-ting) scatter 
about; spread (esp. ideas) widely. o dissemin- 
ation noun. 

dissension /di'senJ(2)n/ noun angry disagree- 
ment. 

dissent /dr'sent/ verb 1 (often + from) disagree, 
esp. openly. 2 differ, esp. from established or 
Official opinion. @ noun 1 such difference. 2 
expression of this. 


dissenter noun 1 person who dissents. 2 
(Dissenter) Protestant dissenting from Church 
of England. 

dissentient /dr'senJ(e)nt/ adjective disagree- 
ing with the established or official view. e noun 
person who dissents. 


dissertation /disa'ters(a)n/ noun detailed dis- 
course, esp. as submitted for academic degree. 


disservice /dis'ss:vis/ noun harmful action. 
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dissident /‘disid(e)nt/ adjective disagree 
esp. with established government. @ noun aie 
dent person. l- 
m noun agitator, apostate, dissenter, independent 
thinker, nonconformist, protester, rebel, recusant 
refusenik, revolutionary. ' 


dissimilar /dr'smmue/ adjective not sim 
o dissimilarity /-lærıtı/ noun (plural -ies), 

a antithetical, clashing, conflicting, contrastin 

different, disparate, distinct, distinguishable, ` 

divergent, diverse, heterogeneous, incompatible 

irreconcilable, opposite, unlike, unrelated, various, 


dissimulate /drsmjulert/ verb (-ting) dis. 
semble. o dissimulation noun. 


dissipate /‘disrpett/ verb (-ting) 1 dispel, dis- 
perse. 2 squander. 3 (as dissipated adjective) dis. 
solute. 

n 1 break up, diffuse, disappear, disperse, scatter, 

2 fritter away, squander, throw away, use up, 

waste. 3 (dissipated) see IMMORAL. 


dissipation noun 1 dissolute way of life. 2 dis- 
sipating, being dissipated. 

dissociate /dr'səufiert/ verb (-ting) 1 discon- 
nect or separate; become disconnected. 2 
(dissociate oneself from) declare oneself uncon- 
nected with. o dissociation noun. 

m 1 cut off, detach, disconnect, disengage, 

distance, divorce, isolate, segregate, separate. 


dissolute /‘disolu:t/ adjective lax in morals; 
licentious. 


dissolution /disa'lu:S(e)n/ noun 1 dissolving, 
being dissolved. 2 dismissal or dispersal of 
assembly, esp. parliament. 3 breaking up; aboli- 
tion (of institution). 4 death. 


dissolve /dr'zplv/ verb (-ving) 1 make or become 
liquid, esp. by immersion or dispersion inliquid. 
2 (cause to) disappear gradually. 3 dismiss 
(assembly). 4 put an end to; annul (partnership 
etc.). 5 (often + in, into) be overcome (by tears, 
laughter, etc.). 

n 1 deliquesce, disperse, liquefy, melt away. 2 

diffuse, disappear, disintegrate, disperse, vanish. 

adjourn, break up, disband, dismiss, suspend, 

terminate, wind up. 4 annul, break up, cancel, end, 

sever, split up, terminate, wind up. 


dissonant /‘disanant/ adjective 1 discordant, 
harsh-toned. 2 incongruous. o dissonance 
noun. 

dissuade /dr'swerd/ verb (-ding) (often + from) 
discourage, persuade against. g dissuasion 
|-swerz(ə)n/ noun. 


n (dissuade from) advise against, argue out of, h 
deter from, discourage from, persuade not to, pU 
off, warn against. 


distaff /'dısta:f/ noun cleft stick holding wool 
etc. for spinning by hand. o distaff side fem 
branch of family. 

distance /‘dist(e)ns/ noun 1 being far ci 
remoteness. 2 space between two pomem 
distant point. 4 aloofness, reserve. 5 remo 
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field of vision. © verb (-cing) 1 place or cause to 
seem far off. 2 leave behind in race etc. nat a 
distance far off. keep one’s distance remain 
aloof. 

u noun 1 isolation, remoteness, separation. 2 
breadth, extent, gap, haul, interval, journey, 
length, measurement, mileage, range, space, 
span, stretch, width. 4 aloofness, coolness, 
haughtiness, remoteness, stand-offishness, 
unfriendliness. © verb 1 detach, dissociate, 
separate, set apart; (distance oneself ) be 
unfriendly, detach oneself, dissociate oneself, 
keep away, keep one's distance, remove oneself, 
separate oneself, set oneself apart, stay away. 


distant adjective 1 at specified distance. 2 
remote in space, time, relationship, etc. 3 aloof. 
4 abstracted. 5 faint. o distantly adverb. 

a 2 far, far-away, far-flung, godforsaken, 

inaccessible, outlying, out of the way, remote, 

removed. 3 aloof, cool, formal, frigid, haughty, 
reserved, reticent, stiff, unapproachable, 
unenthusiastic, unfriendly, withdrawn. 


distaste /dis'terst/ noun (usually + for) dislike, 
aversion. o distasteful adjective. 

a o distasteful disgusting, displeasing, nasty, 

nauseating, objectionable, offensive, off-putting, 

repugnant, revolting, unpalatable, unpleasant. 


distemper" /dr'stempa/ noun paint for walls, 
using glue etc. as base. © verb paint with distem- 
per. 


distemper /dr'stempa/ noun catarrhal disease 
of dogs etc. 


distend /d1'stend/ verb swell out by pressure 
from within. o distension noun. 


distich /‘disttk/ noun verse couplet. 


distil /drstl/ verb (US distill) (-Il-) 1 purify or 
extract essence from (substance) by vaporizing 
and condensing it and collecting remaining 
liquid. 2 extract gist of (idea etc.). 3 make 
(whisky, essence, etc.) by distilling. o distilla- 
tion noun. 


distiller noun person who distils, esp. alcoholic 
liquor. 


distillery noun (plural -ies) factory etc. for dis- 
tilling alcoholic liquor. 


distinct /dr'stmkt/ adjective 1 (often + from) sep- 
arate; different in quality or kind. 2 clearly per- 
ceptible. 3 definite, decided. o distinctly adverb. 
m 1 contrasting, detached, different, discrete, 
dissimilar, distinguishable, individual, separate, 
special, sui generis, unconnected, unique. 2, 3 
.| apparent, clear, clear-cut, decided, definite, 
evident, noticeable, obvious, palpable, patent, 
perceptible, plain, precise, recognizable, sharp, 
unambiguous, unequivocal, unmistakable, visible, 
well defined. 


distinction /drstmkS(e)n/ noun 1 discriminat- 
ing, distinguishing. 2 difference between things. 
3 thing that differentiates. 4 special consider- 
ation or honour. 5 excellence; eminence. 6 mark 
of honour. 


distant | distraught 


m 1 differentiation, discrimination, division, 
separation. 2 contrast, difference, dissimilarity, 
dividing line, separation. 3 distinctiveness, 
„individuality, particularity, peculiarity, 
uniqueness. 5 celebrity, credit, eminence, 
excellence, fame, glory, greatness, honour, 
importance, merit, prestige, renown, reputation, 
superiority, worth. 


distinctive adjective distinguishing, charac- 
teristic. o distinctively adverb. distinctiveness 
noun. 

u characteristic, different, distinguishing, 

idiosyncratic, individual, inimitable, original, 

peculiar, personal, singular, special, striking, 

typical, uncommon, unique. 


distingué /di'steenget/ adjective having distin- 
guished air, manners, etc. [French] 

distinguish /di'stmgwif/ verb 1 (often + from, 
between) see or draw distinctions. 2 characterize. 
3 make out by listening or looking etc. 4 (usually 
distinguish oneself; often + by) make promin- 
ent. o distinguishable adjective. 

m 1 differentiate, discriminate, separate, tell apart. 

3 ascertain, determine, discern, know, make out, 

perceive, pick out, recognize, see, single out, tell. 


distinguished adjective 1 eminent, famous. 2 
dignified. 


| u 1 see FAMOUS 1. 


distort /di'sto:t/ verb 1 pull or twist out ofshape. 
2 misrepresent (facts etc.). 3 transmit (sound) 
inaccurately. odistorted adjective. distortion 
/-‘sto:S(e)n/ noun. 

a 1 bend, buckle, contort, deform, twist, warp, 

wrench. 2 alter, exaggerate, falsify, garble, 

misrepresent, pervert, slant, tamper with, twist. 3 

garble, scramble. o distorted see FALSE 1. 


distract /di'strekt/ verb 1 (often + from) draw 
away attention of. 2 bewilder. 3 (as distracted 
adjective) confused, mad, or angry. 4 amuse, esp. 
to divert from pain etc. 

u 1 deflect, divert, sidetrack. 2 bewilder, 

confound, confuse, disconcert, mystify, perplex, 

puzzle, colloquial rattle. 3 (distracted) see 

DISTRAUGHT, MAD 1. 4 see DIVERT 2. 


distraction /dr'strækf(ə)n/ noun 1 distracting, 
being distracted. 2 thing which distracts. 3 
amusement, relaxation. 4 mental confusion. 5 
frenzy, madness. 

n 2disturbance, diversion, interference, 

interruption, temptation, upset. 3 see DIVERSION 2. 

4 agitation, befuddlement, bewilderment, 

confusion. 5 delirium, frenzy, insanity, madness. 


distrain /di'strem/ verb (usually + upon) impose 
distraint (on person, goods, etc.). — 

distraint /dr'stremt/ noun seizure of goods to 
enforce payment. ‘ 

distrait /drstrer/ adjective inattentive; dis- 
traught. [French] 

distraught /di'stro:t/ adjective distracted with 
worry, fear, etc.; very agitated. 


distress | dive 


lo agitated, anxious, beside oneself, distracted, 
| distressed, disturbed, emotional, excited, frantic, 


hysterical, overcome, overwrought, troubled, 
| upset, worked up. 


distress /di'stres/ noun 1 suffering caused by 
pain, grief, anxiety, etc. 2 poverty. 3 Law dis- 
traint. © verb cause distress to; make unhappy. 
n distressed adjective. distressful adjective. dis- 
tressing adjective. 
u noun 1 adversity, affliction, angst, anguish, 
anxiety, danger, desolation, discomfort, dismay, 
fright, grief, heartache, misery, pain, sadness, 
sorrow, stress, suffering, torment, tribulation, 
trouble, unhappiness, woe, worry, wretchedness. 
2 adversity, difficulty, hardship, poverty, privation. 
© verb afflict, alarm, bother, cut up, dismay, 
disturb, frighten, grieve, harass, harrow, hurt, 
oppress, pain, perplex, perturb, colloquial plague, 
sadden, scare, shake, shock, terrify, torment, 
torture, trouble, upset, vex, worry, wound. 


distribute /dr'strībju:t/ verb (-ting) 1 give 
shares of: deal out. 2 spread about; put at differ- 
ent points. 3 arrange; classify. o distribution 
/-bju:-/ noun. distributive adjective. 


USAGE Distribute is often pronounced 
/‘distribju:t/ (with the stress on the dis-), but this 
is considered incorrect by some people. 


u 1 allocate, allot, apportion, assign, circulate, 
deal out, deliver, colloquial dish out, dispense, 
divide out, dole out, give out, hand round, issue, 
literary mete out, partition, pass round, share out, 
take round. 2 disperse, disseminate, scatter, 
spread, strew. 3 arrange, class, classify, sort. 


distributor noun 1 agent who supplies goods. 
2 device in internal-combustion engine for 
passing current to each spark plug in turn. 


district /‘distrikt/ noun 1 region. 2 administra- 
tive division. o district attorney (in the US) 
public prosecutor of district. district nurse 
nurse who makes home visits in an area. 
m area, community, department, division, locality, 
neighbourhood, parish, part, precincts, province, 
quarter, region, sector, territory, vicinity, ward, 
zone. 


distrust /dis'trast/ noun lack of trust; suspicion. 
@verb have no confidence in. odistrustful 
adjective. 

m verb disbelieve, doubt, have misgivings about, 

have qualms about, mistrust, question, suspect. 

o distrustful cautious, chary, cynical, 

disbelieving, distrusting, doubtful, dubious, 

sceptical, suspicious, uncertain, uneasy, unsure, 

wary. 


disturb /dr'sts:b/ verb 1 break rest or quiet of. 2 
worry. 3 disorganize. 4 (as disturbed adjective) 
emotionally or mentally unstable. _ 

m 1 annoy, bother, discompose, disrupt, distract, 
excite, colloquial hassle, interrupt, intrude on, 
pester, startle, stir up, unsettle, upset. 2 agitate, 
alarm, bother, distress, fluster, frighten, perturb, 
ruffle, scare, shake, stir up, trouble, unsettle, upset, 
worry. 3 confuse, disorder, disorganize, interfere 
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with, jumble up, mess about with, move, muddle 
rearrange, reorganize. 4 (disturbed) see : 
DISTRAUGHT. 


disturbance noun 1 disturbing, 
turbed. 2 tumult; disorder; agitation. 


m 1 disruption, interference, upheaval, upset, 2 
see COMMOTION. 


disunion /disju:nien/ noun 1 separation, 2 lack 
of union. 


disunite /disju:nart/ verb (-ting) separate: 
divide. o disunited adjective. disunity [ius] 
noun. 

a o disunited divided, opposed, polarized, split, 

disunity difference, disagreement, discord, 

disharmony, disintegration, division, 

fragmentation, incoherence, opposition, 

polarization. 


being dis. 


disuse /dis'ju:s/ noun state of no longer being 
used. 


disused /dis'ju:zd/ adjective no longer in use. 
m abandoned, archaic, closed, dead, discarded, 
discontinued, idle, neglected, obsolete, 

superannuated, unused, withdrawn. 


disyllable /dar'sileb(2)1/ noun word or metrical 
foot of two syllables. o disyllabic /-‘leeb-/ adject- 
ive. 

ditch noun long narrow excavation esp. for 
drainage or as boundary. © verb 1 make or repair 
ditches. 2 slang abandon, discard. 


m noun channel, dyke, drain, gully, gutter, moat, 
trench, watercourse. © verb 2 see ABANDON verb 
1-2. 


dither /'d1ðə/ verb 1 hesitate; be indecisive. 2 
tremble, quiver. © noun colloquial state of agita- 
tion or hesitation. o ditherer moun. dithery 
adjective. 

dithyramb /‘di0rem/ noun 1 ancient Greek 
wild choral hymn. 2 passionate or inflated poem 
etc. o dithyrambic /-'reembrk/ adjective. 

ditto /‘ditav/ noun (plural -s) the aforesaid; the 
same (in accounts, lists, etc., or colloquial in 
speech). 

ditty /‘drtt/ noun (plural -ies) short simple song. 

diuretic /darju'rettk/ adjective causing M- 
creased output of urine. © noun diuretic drug. 

diurnal /dar's:n(e)l/ adjective 1 in or of day. 2 
daily. 3 occupying one day. 

diva /‘di:vo/ noun (plural-s) great woman opera 
singer. 

divalent /dar'veilent/ adjective Chemistry 
having a valency of 2. u divalency noun. 

divan /dr'vzen/ noun low couch or bed without 
back or ends. r 

dive verb (-ving) 1 plunge head foremost a 
water. 2 (of submarine or diver) submerge- A 5 
aircraft) descend fast and steeply. 4 g0 deep? 4 
(+ into) colloquial put one’s hand into. © 70 ple 
act of diving; plunge. 2 colloquial disreput@ 

nightclub, bar, etc. n dive-bomb bomb (tars? 
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from diving aircraft. diving board elevated 
board for diving from. 

u verb 1-3 crash-dive, descend, dip, drop, duck, 
fall, go under, jump, leap, nosedive, pitch, 
plummet, plunge, sink, submerge, swoop. 


diver noun 1 person who dives, esp. one who 
works under water. 2 diving bird. 


diverge /dar'vs:d3/ verb (-ging) 1 (often + from) 
depart from set course. 2 (of opinions etc.) differ. 
3 take different courses; spread outward from 
central point. o divergence noun. divergent 
adjective. 

a 1 depart, deviate, digress, go off at a tangent, 

stray, turn aside. 2 see DIFFER 1. 3 branch, deviate, 

divide, fork, part, radiate, ramify, separate, split, 

spread, subdivide. 


divers /‘datvs:z/ adjective archaic various, 
several. 


diverse /dat'vs:s/ adjective varied. 
a assorted, different, dissimilar, distinct, 
divergent, diversified, heterogeneous, 
miscellaneous, mixed, multifarious, varied, 
various. 


diversify /dar'va:sifai/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 make 
diverse; vary. 2 (often + into) expand range of 
products. 3 spread (investment) over several 
enterprises. o diversification noun. 


a1, 2 branch out, broaden out, develop, enlarge, 
| expand, extend, spread out, vary. 
diversion /dar'vs:J(2)n/ noun 1 diverting, being 
diverted. 2 recreation, pastime. 3 alternative 
route when road is temporarily closed. 4 strata- 
gem for diverting attention. o diversionary 
adjective. 
a 2 amusement, distraction, entertainment, fun, 
game, hobby, interest, pastime, play, recreation, 
relaxation, sport. 3 detour, deviation. 


diversity /dar'vs:sit1/ noun variety. 

divert /dar'vs:t/ verb 1 turn aside; deflect. 2 dis- 
tract (attention). 3 (often as diverting adjective) 
entertain, amuse. 

m 1 alter, avert, deflect, deviate, rechannel, 

redirect, reroute, shunt, sidetrack, switch, turn 

aside. 2 amuse, beguile, cheer up, delight, distract, 

engage, entertain, occupy, regale. 3 (diverting) 

see FUNNY 1, INTERESTING. 


divest /dar'vest/ verb 1 (usually + of) unclothe, 
strip. 2 deprive, rid. 
divide /dr'vaid/ verb (-ding) 1 (often + in, into) 
separate into parts; split or break up. 2 (often + 
out) distribute; deal; share. 3 separate (one thing) 
from another; classify into parts or groups. 4 
cause to disagree. 5 (+ by) find how many times 
number contains another. 6 (+ into) be contained 
exact number of times. 7 (of parliament) vote (by 
members entering either of two lobbies). @ noun 
dividing line; watershed. 
verb‘ branch, break up, cut up, detach, diverge, 
fork, move apart, part, separate, split up, literary 
sunder. 2 allocate, allot, apportion, deal out, 
dispense, distribute, dole out, give out, measure 


diver | divot 


out, literary mete out, parcel out, pass round, share 
out. 3 arrange, categorize, classify, grade, group, 
sort out, subdivide. 4 disunite, polarize, split. 


dividend /‘drvidend/ noun 1 share of profits paid 
to shareholders, football pools winners, etc. 2 
number to be divided. 


divider noun 1 screen etc. dividing room. 2 (in 
plural) measuring compasses. 


divination /drvr'ne1J(e)n/ noun supposed fore- 
seeing of the future, using special technique. 
divine /di'vam/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 of, from, or 
like God or a god; sacred. 2 colloquial excellent. 
© verb (-ning) 1 discover by intuition or guess- 
ing. 2 foresee. 3 practise divination. @ noun theo- 
logian. odivining-rod dowser’s forked twig. 
o divinely adverb. 
m adjective 1 angelic, celestial, godlike, hallowed, 
heavenly, holy, immortal, mystical, religious, 
sacred, saintly, seraphic, spiritual, superhuman, 
supernatural, transcendental. © verb 3 see 
PROPHESY 1. @ Noun See CLERGYMAN. 


diviner noun 1 practitioner of divination. 2 
dowser. 


divinity /di'vmitt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 being 
divine. 2 god. 3 theology; religious study. 


u 2 see GoD 1. 3 religion, religious studies, 
theology. 


divisible /drvızib(ə)l/ adjective capable of being 
divided. o divisibility noun. 
division /dr'viz(e)n/ noun 1 dividing, being 
divided. 2 dividing one number by another. 3 
disagreement. 4 one of parts into which thing 
is divided. 5 point at which thing is divided. 6 
administrative unit, esp. group of army units or 
of teams in sporting league. o divisional adjec- 
tive. 
u 1 allocation, allotment, apportionment, cutting 
up, dividing, partition, segmentation, separation, 
splitting. 3 disagreement, discord, disunity, feud, 
quarrel, rupture, schism, split. 4 compartment, 
part, section, segment, subdivision, unit. 5 border, 
borderline, boundary line, demarcation, divider, 
dividing wall, fence, frontier, margin, partition, 
screen. 6 branch, department, section, 
subdivision, unit. 


divisive /dr'vaistv/ adjective causing disagree- 
ment. o divisively adverb. divisiveness noun. 

divisor /drvaize/ noun number by which 
another is to be divided. 

divorce /di'vo:s/ noun 1 legal dissolution of mar- 
riage. 2 separation. © verb (-cing) 1 (usually as 
divorced adjective) (often +from) legally dissolve 
marriage of separate by divorce; end marriage 
with by divorce. 2 separate. È 

a noun 1 annulment, break-up, decree nisi, 

dissolution, separation, split-up. @ verb 1 annul 

marriage, dissolve marriage, part, separate, split 

up. 


divorcee /dıvə:'si:/ noun divorced person. 


divot /‘divat/ noun piece of turfdislodged by head 
of golf club. ; 


divulge | documentary 


divulge /dar'valds/verb(-ging) disclose (secret). 

di ['drvı/ colloquial noun (plural -ies) divi- 
dong, © verb (-ies, -ied) (often + up) share out. 

Dixie /‘dikst/ moun Southern States of US. 
o Dixieland 1 Dixie. 2 kind of jazz. 

dixie /‘diks1/ noun large iron cooking pot. 

DIY abbreviation do-it-yourself. 

di ['dxz1/ adjective (ier, -iest) 1 giddy; dazed. 
DEANE dizziness. © verb (-ies, -ied) 1 make 
dizzy. 2 bewilder. udizzily adverb. dizziness 
noun. 

m adjective 1 bewildered, confused, dazed, faint, 

giddy, light-headed, muddled, reeling, shaky, 

swimming, unsteady, colloquial woozy. 

o dizziness faintness, giddiness, 

light-headedness, vertigo. 


DJ abbreviation 4 disc jockey. 2 dinner jacket. 
dl abbreviation decilitre(s). 

D.Litt. abbreviation Doctor of Letters. 

DM abbreviation Deutschmark. 

dm abbreviation decimetre(s). 


DNA abbreviation deoxyribonucleic acid 
(substance carrying genetic information in 
chromosomes). 


do! /du:/ verb (8rd singular present does /daz/; 
past did; past participle done /dan/; present parti- 
ciple doing) 1 perform, carry out. 2 produce, 
make. 3 impart. 4 act, proceed. 5 work at. 6 be 
suitable; satisfy. 7 attend to, deal with. 8 fare. 
9 solve. 10 colloquial (often as done adjective) 
finish. 11 colloquial (often as done adjective) 
cook sufficiently. 12 colloquial (often as done 
adjective) (often + in) exhaust. 13 colloquial 
defeat; kill. 14 colloquial cater for. 15 slang rob. 
16 slang swindle. 17 slang prosecute, convict. 
@ auxiliary verb 4 used in questions and negative 
or emphatic statements and commands. 2 used as 
verbal substitute to avoid repetition. enoun 
(plural dos or do's) colloquial elaborate party or 
other undertaking. o do away with colloquial 1 
abolish. 2 kill. do down colloquial 1 swindle. 2 
overcome. do for 1 be sufficient for. 2 colloquial 
(esp. as done for adjective) destroy or ruin or kill. 
3 colloquial do housework for. do in 1 slang kill. 
2 colloquial exhaust. do-it-yourself (to be) done 
ormade by householder etc. do over slang attack, 
beat up. do up 1 fasten. 2 colloquial restore; 
repair. 3 dress up. do with (after could) would 
appreciate; would profit by. do without forgo; 
manage without. o doable adjective. doer noun. 
m verb 1 accomplish, achieve, bring about, carry 
out, cause, commit, complete, effect, execute, 
finish, fulfil, implement, initiate, instigate, organize, 
perform, produce, undertake. 4 act, behave, 
conduct oneself, perform, proceed. 6 be 
acceptable, be enough, be satisfactory, be 
sufficient, be suitable, satisfy, serve, suffice. 7 
arrange, attend to, cope with, deal with, handle, look 
after, manage, see to, work at. 9 answer, give one's 
mind to, puzzle out, solve, think out, work out. o do 
away with 1 see ABOLISH. 2 see KILL verb 1.do up 
1 see FASTEN 1. 2 see DECORATE 2. 
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do? = pon. 
do. abbreviation ditto. 
docile /‘deusal/ adjective submissive, easily 


managed. o docility /-'su-/ noun. 


m cooperative, domesticated, obedient, 
| submissive, tame, tractable. 


dock’ noun 1 enclosed harbour for loading, 
unloading, and repair of ships. 2 (usually in 
plural) range of docks with wharves, ware- 
houses, etc. @ verb 1 bring or come into dock, 2 
join (spacecraft) together in space, be thus 
joined. o dockyard area with docks and equip- 
ment for building and repairing ships. 

a noun 1 berth, jetty, landing stage, pier, quay, 

wharf. 2 (docks) dockyard, harbour, haven, 

marina, port. © verb 14 anchor, berth, drop anchor, 

land, moor, tie up. 


dock? noun enclosure in criminal court for 
accused. 


dock? noun weed with broad leaves. 


dock’ verb 1 cut short (tail). 2 reduce or deduct 
(money etc.). 


| m 1seecuT verb 2. 2 see REDUCE 1. 


docker noun person employed to load and 
unload ships. 


docket /‘dokit/ noun document listing goods 
delivered, jobs done, contents of package, etc. 
© verb (-t-) label with or enter on docket. 

doctor /'doktə/ noun 1 qualified medical practi- 
tioner. 2 holder of doctorate. © verb 1 colloquial 
tamper with, adulterate. 2 castrate, spay. ` 

| m noun 1 general practitioner, GP, medical officer, 

medical practitioner, MO, physician, slang quack, 

surgeon. 


doctoral adjective of the degree of doctor. 


doctorate /‘dnktarat/ noun highest university 
degree in any faculty. 

doctrinaire /doktrrneə/ adjective applying 
theory or doctrine dogmatically. 

doctrine /‘doktrm/ noun 1 what is taught. 2 
principle or set of principles of religious or polit- 
ical etc. belief. o doctrinal /-‘tram(e)l/ adjective. 


m 1 teaching. 2 axiom, belief, conviction, credo, 
creed, dogma, maxim, orthodoxy, postulate, 
precept, principle, tenet, theory, thesis. 


document noun /‘dokjument/ something 
written etc. that provides record or evidence of 
events, circumstances, etc. © verb /'dokjument, 
prove by or support with documents. 0 docu- 
mentation noun. 


m noun certificate, deed, instrument, paper, 
record. © verb see RECORD verb 1. 


documentary /dokju'mentert/ adjective 1 con 
sisting of documents. 2 factual; based on 
Staite @ noun (plural -ies) documentary 
etc. 
m adjective 1 authenticated, chronicled, recorded, 
substantiated, written. 2 factual, historical, 
non-fiction, real life. 
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dodder /‘doda/ verb tremble, totter; be feeble. 
o dodderer noun. doddery adjective. 


doddle /‘dnd(e)l/ noun colloquial easy task. 


dodecagon /dəv'dekəgən/ noun plane figure 
with 12 sides. 


dodecahedron /deudeks‘hi:dren/ noun solid 
figure with 12 faces. 


dodge verb (-ging) 1 move quickly to elude 
pursuer, blow, etc. 2 elude (pursuer, blow, etc.) 
by moving out of the way. 3 evade by cunning or 
trickery. © noun 1 quick evasive movement. 2 
trick, clever expedient. 
m verb 1 duck, sidestep, swerve, turn away, veer, 
weave. 2 avoid, elude, escape, evade, sidestep. 3 
evade, get out of, wriggle out of; (dodge work) 
shirk, slang skive; (dodge a question) equivocate, 
hedge, quibble, colloquial waffle. © noun 2 
contrivance, device, knack, manoeuvre, ploy, 
slang racket, ruse, scheme, stratagem, subterfuge, 
trick, colloquial wheeze. 


dodgem /'dodzəm/ noun small electrically 
powered car at funfair, bumped into others in 
enclosure. 

dodgy adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial unreliable, 
risky. : 

dodo /‘deudeu/ noun (plural -s) large extinct 
flightless bird. à 

DoE abbreviation Department of the Environ- 
ment. 


doe noun (plural same or -s) female fallow deer, 
reindeer, hare, or rabbit. 

does 3rd singular present of Do'. 

doesn’t /'daz(ə)nt/ does not. 

doff verb esp. literary take off (hat etc.). 

dog noun 1 4-legged flesh-eating animal of many 
breeds akin to wolf etc. 2 male of this or of fox or 
wolf. 3 colloquial despicable person. 4 (the dogs) 
colloquial greyhound racing. 5 mechanical 
device for gripping. © verb (-gg-) follow closely, 
pursue, track. odog cart two-wheeled 
driving-cart with cross seats back to back. dog 
collar colloquial clergyman’s stiff collar. dog 
days hottest period of year. dog-eared (of 
book-page etc.) with worn corners. dog-end 
slang cigarette-end. dogfight 1 fight between air- 
craft, 2 rough fight. dogfish small shark. dog- 
house 1 US & Australian kennel. 2 (in the 
doghouse) slang in disgrace. dog rose wild 
hedge-rose. dogsbody colloquial drudge. 
dog-star Sirius. dog-tired tired out. 


noun 1 bitch, cur, hound, mongrel, pup, PUPPY, 
whelp. © verb see FOLLOW 1. s 
doge /daud3/ noun historical chief magistrate of 
Venice or Genoa. 


dogged /‘dogid/ adjective tenacious. 0 dog- 
gedly adverb. doggedness noun. 

doggerel /'dvgər(ə)l/ noun poor or trivial verse. 

doggo /‘dngau/ adverb slang alie doggo wait 
motionless or hidden. 


doggy adjective 1 of or like dogs. 2 devoted to 
dogs. o doggy bag bag for restaurant customer 


dodder | dolt 


to take home leftovers. doggy-paddle elemen- 
tary swimming stroke. 
dogma /‘dogma/ noun 1 principle, tenet. 2 doc- 
trinal system. 
n article of faith, belief, conviction, creed, 
doctrine, orthodoxy, precept, principle, teaching, 
tenet, truth. 


dogmatic /dog'metik/ adjective imposing per- 
sonal opinions; authoritative, arrogant. o dog- 
matically adverb. dogmatism /'dogmətz(ə)m/ 
noun. dogmatist /‘dogmatist/ noun. 

u arbitrary, assertive, authoritarian, authoritative, 

categorical, certain, dictatorial, doctrinaire, 

hardline, hidebound, imperious, inflexible, 

intolerant, narrow-minded, obdurate, opinionated, 

pontifical, positive, stubborn. 


doh /deu/ noun (also do) Music first note of scale 
in tonic sol-fa. 

doily /'dorl1/ noun (plural -les) small lacy paper 
mat placed on plate for cakes etc. 

doings /‘du:mz/ plural noun 1 actions, exploits. 
2 slang thing(s) needed. 

Dolby /'dolbr/ noun proprietary term system 
used esp. in tape-recording to reduce hiss. 

doldrums /‘doldremz/ plural noun (usually the 
doldrums) 4 low spirits. 2 period of inactivity. 3 
equatorial ocean region of calms. 

dole noun 1 colloquial unemployment benefit. 2 
charitable (esp. niggardly) gift or distribution. 
verb (-ling) (usually + out) distribute spar- 
ingly. o on the dole colloquial receiving unem- 
ployment benefit. 


u noun 1 benefit, income support, social security, 
unemployment benefit. @ verb (dole ouf) see 
DISTRIBUTE 1. O on the dole see UNEMPLOYED 1. 


doleful /‘daulfol/ adjective 1 mournful. 2 dreary, 
dismal. o dolefully adverb. 


doll noun 1 model of esp. infant human figure as 
child’s toy. 2 ventriloquist’s dummy. 3 colloquial 
attractive young woman. © verb (+ up) colloquial 
dress smartly. f 
| a noun, 1 dolly, rag doll. 2 dummy, figure, puppet. 

dollar /‘dole/ noun chief monetary unit in US, 
Australia, etc. 

dollop /‘dvlep/ noun shapeless lump of food etc. 

dolly noun (plural -ies) 1 child's word for doll. 2 
movable platform for cine-camera etc. 

dolman sleeve /‘dolman/ noun loose sleeve 
cut in one piece with bodice. 

dolmen /‘dolman/ noun megalithic tomb with 
large flat stone laid on upright ones. 

dolomite /‘dolemart/ noun mineral or rock of 
calcium magnesium carbonate. 

dolour /‘dole/ noun (US dolor) literary sorrow. 
o dolorous adjective. 

dolphin /‘dolfm/ noun large porpoise-like sea 
mammal. 


dolt /dault/ noun stupid person. o doltish adjec- 
tive. 


Dom | door 


Dom noun: title prefixed to names of some RCdig- 
nitaries and Carthusian and Benedictine monks. 
domain /da'mem/ noun 1 area ruled over; 
realm. 2 estate etc. under one’s control. 3 sphere 

of authority. 

dome noun 1 rounded vault as roof. 2 dome- 
shaped thing. © verb (-ming) (usually'as domed 
adjective) cover with or shape as dome. 

domestic /da'mestik/ adjective 1 of home, 
household, or family affairs. 2 of one’s own 
country. 3 (of animal) tamed. 4 fond of home life. 
@ noun household servant. 

u adjective 1 family, home, household, private. 2 

indigenous, inland, internal, national. 


domesticate /da'mestikert/ verb (-ting) (often 
as domesticated adjective) 1 tame (animal) to 
live with humans. 2 accustom to housework etc. 
o domestication noun. 


u 1 (domesticated) house-trained, tame, tamed, 
| trained. 


domesticity /doma'stisiti/ noun 1 being 
domestic. 2 home life. 


domicile /‘domisail/ noun 1 dwelling place. 2 
place of permanent residence. verb (-ling) 
(usually as domiciled adjective) (usually + at, in) 
settle in a place. 

domiciliary /domr'silier1/ adjective formal (esp. 
of doctor’s etc. visit) to or at person’s home. 

dominant /‘domment/ adjective dominating, 
prevailing. @ noun Music 5th note of diatonic 
scale. o dominance noun. 

adjective ascendant, biggest, chief, 
commanding, conspicuous, controlling, 
dominating, domineering, colloquial eye-catching, 
governing, highest, imposing, influential, largest, 
leading, main, major, obvious, outstanding, 
powerful, predominant, pre-eminent, presiding, 
prevailing, primary, principal, reigning, ruling, 
supreme, tallest, uppermost, widespread. 


dominate /‘dommert/ verb (-ting) 1 command, 

control. 2 be most influential or obvious. 3 (of 

place) overlook. o domination noun. 
m 1 be dominant, control, direct, govern, influence, 
lead, manage, master, rule, subjugate, take control 
of, tyrannize. 2 be in the majority, influence, 
monopolize, outnumber, preponderate, prevail, 
stand out. 3 dwarf, look out over, overshadow, 
tower over. 


domineer /domr'nia/ verb (often as domin- 
eering adjective) behave overbearingly. 

m (domineering) authoritarian, autocratic, 

colloquial bossy, despotic, dictatorial, 

high-handed, masterful, oppressive, overbearing, 

colloquial pushy, strict, tyrannical. 


Dominican /da'mmikan/ noun friar or nun of 
graer founded by St Dominic. © adjective of this 
order. 


dominion /də'mmjən/ noun 1 sovereignty. 2 
realm, domain. 3 historical self-governing terri- 
tory of British Commonwealth. 


domino /‘dommau/ noun (plural -es) 1 any of 28 
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small oblong pieces marked with 0-6 Pipsin each 
half. 2 (in plural) game played with these, 3 lo 
cloak worn with half-mask. Ose 
don’ noun 1 university teacher, esp. senio; 
member of college at Oxford or Cambridge 5 
(Don) Spanish title prefixed to man’s name. ~ 


don? verb (-nn-) put on (garment). 


donate /dəv'nert/ verb (-ting) give (money etc.) 
esp. to charity. ? 


a contribute, give, grant, hand over, present, 
supply. 


donation noun 1 donating, being donated. 2 
thing (esp. money) donated. 


@ 1 contribution, giving. 2 historical alms, 
contribution, gift, offering, present. 


done /dan/ past participle of po'. © adjective 4 
completed. 2 cooked. 3 colloquial socially accept. 
able. 4 (often + in) colloquial tired out. 5 (esp. as 
interjection in response to offer etc.) accepted, 
ube done with have or be finished with. done 
for colloquial in serious trouble. 


doner kebab /'donə krbæb/ noun spiced lamb 
cooked on spit and served in slices, often with 
pitta bread. ; 

donkey /‘doyk1/ noun ( plural -s) 1 domesticass. 
2 colloquial stupid person. o donkey jacket 
thick weatherproof jacket. donkey’s years collo- 
quial very long time. donkey-work drudgery. ~ 

Donna /‘dono/ noun: title of Italian, Spanish, or ` 
Portuguese lady. 

donnish adjective 1 like a college don. 2 
pedantic. 


donor /‘dauna/ noun 1 person who donates. 2 
person who provides blood for transfusion, 
organ for transplantation, etc. 

u 1 backer, benefactor, contributor, giver, 

philanthropist, provider, sponsor, supplier, 

supporter. 


don’t /daunt/ verb do not. © noun prohibition. 


doodle /‘du:d(e)l/ verb (-ling) scribble or draw 
absent-mindedly. @noun such scribble or 
drawing. 


doom /du:m/ noun 1 terrible fate or destiny. 2 
ruin; death. © verb 1 (usually + to) condemn or 
destine. 2 (esp. as doomed adjective) consign to 
ruin, destruction, etc. o doomsday day of Last 
Judgement. . 

m noun 1 destiny, end, fate, fortune, Buddhism & 

Hinduism karma, kismet, lot. © verb 1 condemn, 

destine, fate, intend, ordain, predestine. 2 

(doomed) accursed, condemned, cursed, 

damned, fated, hopeless, ill-fated, ill-starred, 

luckless, unlucky. 


door /də:/ noun 1 hinged or sliding barrier 
closing entrance to building, room, cupboard, 
etc. 2 doorway. ndoormat 1 mat for wiping 
shoes on. 2 colloquial subservient person. door- 
step 1 step or area immediately outside esP- 
outer door. 2 slang thick slice of bread. doorstoP 
device for keeping door open or to keep it from 
striking wall. door-to-door (of selling etc.) done 


223 


at each house in turn. doorway opening filled by 
door. out of doors in(to) open air. 

2 doorway, entrance, exit, gate, gateway, 
opening, portal, archaic postern, way out. 


doorman /'do:mən/ noun person on duty at 
entrance to large building. 


dope noun 1 slang drug, esp. narcotic. 2 thick 
liquid used as lubricant etc. 3 varnish. 4 slang 
stupid person. 5 slang information. © verb 
(-ping) 1 give or add drug to. 2 apply dope to. 


dopey adjective (also dopy) (dopier, dopiest) col- 
loquial 1 half asleep, stupefied. 2 stupid. 


doppelganger /‘dop(e)lgzena/ noun (also dop- 
pelganger /-gene/) apparition or double of living 
person. 


Doppler effect /‘dopla/ noun change in fre- 
quency of esp. sound waves when source and 
observer are moving closer or apart. 


dormant /‘do:mant/ adjective 1 lying inactive; 
sleeping. 2 inactive; not being used. o dormancy 
noun. 

u 1 asleep, comatose, hibernating, inactive, inert, 

passive, quiescent, quiet, resting, sleeping, 

torpid. 2 hidden, latent, potential, unrevealed, 

untapped, unused. 


dormer /'do:ma/ noun (in full dormer window) 
upright window in sloping roof. 

dormitory /‘do:mitert/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
sleeping-room with several beds. 2 (in full dor- 
mitory town etc.) commuter town or suburb. 


dormouse /‘do:maus/ noun (plural -mice) 
small mouselike hibernating rodent. 


dorsal /'də:s(ə)l/ adjective of or on back. 


dory /‘do:r1/ noun (pluralsame or -ies) ediblesea 
fish. 


dosage noun 1 size of dose. 2 giving of dose. 


dose /daus/ noun 1 single portion of medicine. 2 
amount of radiation received. © verb (-sing) 1 
give medicine to. 2 (+ with) treat with. 


u noun amount, dosage, measure, portion, 
quantity. 


doss verb (often + down) slang sleep on make- 
shift bed or in doss-house. 0 doss-house cheap 
lodging house. a dosser noun. 


dossier /‘dosie, ‘dosiet/ noun file containing 
information about person, event, etc. 


| G file, folder, records. 1 


dot noun 1 small spot, esp. as decimal point, part 
of i or j etc. 2 shorter signal of the two in Morse 
code. © verb (-tt-) 1 mark or scatter with dot(s). 2 
place dot over (letter). 3 (often + about) scatter 
like dots. 4 partly cover as with dots. 5 slang hit. 
u dotted line line of dots for signature etc. on 
document. on the dot exactly on time. 

m noun 1 decimal point, fleck, full stop, mark, 

point, speck, spot. © verb 1, 4 fleck, punctuate, 

speckle, spot, stipple. 


dotage /‘doutid3/ noun feeble-minded senility. 


doorman | double 


dote verb (-ting) (usually + on or as doting 
adjective) be excessively fond of. 
| u (dote on) adore, idolize, love, worship. 
dotterel /'dntər(ə)l/ noun small plover. 
dotty adjective (-ier, -lest) colloquial 4 eccentric, 
silly, crazy. 2 (+ about) infatuated with. 
double /'dab(ə)l/ adjective 1 consisting of two 
things. 2 multiplied by two. 3 twice as much or 
many or large etc. 4 having twice the usual size, 
quantity, strength, etc. 5 having some part 
double. 6 (of flower) with two or more circles of 
petals. 7 ambiguous; deceitful. @ adverb 1 at or 
to twice the amount. 2 two together. e noun 1 
double quantity (of spirits etc.) or thing; twice 
the amount or quantity. 2 person or thing 
looking exactly like another. 3 (in plural) game 
between two pairs of players. 4 pair of victories. 
5 bet in which winnings and stake from first bet 
are transferred to second. © verb (-ling) 1 make 
or become double; increase twofold; amount to 
twice as much as. 2 fold over upon itself. 3 
become folded. 4 play (two parts) in same play 
etc. 5 (usually + as) play twofold role. 6 turn 
sharply. 7 Nautical get round (headland). o at 
the double running. double agent spy working 
for two rival countries etc. double back take 
reverse direction. double-barrelled 1 (of gun) 
having two barrels. 2 (of surname) hyphenated. 
double bass largest instrument of violin family. 
double-book mistakenly reserve (seat, room, 
etc.) for two people at once. double-breasted (of 
garment) overlapping across body. double chin 
chin with fold of flesh below it. double cream 
thick cream with high fat-content. double-cross 
cheat, deceive. double-crosser noun. double- 
dealing (practising) deceit, esp. in business. 
double-decker 1 bus etc. with two decks. 2 
colloquial sandwich with two layers of filling. 
double Dutch colloquial gibberish. double eagle 
figure of eagle with two heads. double-edged 
presenting both a danger and an advantage. 
double figures numbers from 10 to 99. double 
glazing two layers of glass in window. double 
negative Grammar negative statement (in- 
correctly) containing two negative elements 
(see note below). double pneumonia pneumonia 
of both lungs. double standard rule or principle 
not impartially applied. double take delayed 
reaction to unexpected element of situation. 
double-talk (usually deliberately) ambiguous or 
misleading speech. double up 1 bend or curl up 
(esp. in pain). 2 fold up. 
USAGE Double negatives like He didn’t do 
nothing and I’m never going nowhere like that 
are mistakes in standard English because one 
negative element is redundant. However, two 
negatives are perfectly acceptable in, for 
instance, a not ungenerous sum (meaning ‘quite 
a generous sum’). 
m adjective 1 coupled, doubled, dual, duple, 
duplicate, duplicated, paired, twin, twofold, 
two-ply. 2 twice. 3, 4 doubled, duplicate, twofold, 
two-ply. @ noun 2 colloquial clone, copy, 
counterpart, doppelganger, duplicate, lookalike, 
colloquial spitting image, twin. @ verb 1 duplicate, 
increase, multiply by two, reduplicate, repeat. 


double entendre | down 


u double back see RETURN verb 1. double-cross 
betray, cheat, deceive, let down, trick. double up 1 


see COLLAPSE Verb 1. 


double entendre /du:b(e)l a:n'ta:ndre/ noun 
phrase capable of two meanings, one usually 
indecent. [French] 


doublet /‘dablit/ noun 1 historical man’s 
close-fitting jacket. 2 one of pair of similar 
things. 

doubloon /da'blu:n/ noun historical Spanish 
gold coin. 


doubt /daut/ noun 1 uncertainty; undecided 
state of mind. 2 cynicism; feeling of disbelief. 3 
uncertain state. © verb 1 feel uncertain or unde- 
cided about. 2 hesitate to believe. 3 call in ques- 
tion. cin doubt open to question. no doubt 
certainly; admittedly. o doubter noun. 
a noun 1 anxiety, apprehension, confusion, 
diffidence, disquiet, fear, hesitation, indecision, 
misgiving, perplexity, qualm, reservation, 
uncertainty, worry. 2 agnosticism, cynicism, ~ 
disbelief, distrust, incredulity, mistrust, 
scepticism, suspicion. 3 ambiguity, confusion, 
uncertainty. © verb 1, 2 be dubious about, be 
sceptical about, disbelieve, distrust, feel 
uncertain about, have doubts about, have 
misgivings about, have reservations about, 
| mistrust, suspect. 3 see QUESTION verb 3. 


doubtful adjective 1 feeling doubt. 2 causing 
doubt. 3 unreliable. o doubtfully adverb. 
m 1 agnostic, cynical, diffident, disbelieving, 
distrustful, dubious, hesitant, incredulous, 
irresolute, sceptical, suspicious, tentative, 
uncertain, unclear, unconvinced, undecided, 
unsure, vacillating, wavering. 2 ambiguous, 
debatable, dubious, equivocal, colloquial iffy, 
inconclusive, problematical, questionable, 
suspect, vague, worrying. 3 dubious, 
questionable, suspect, uncommitted, 
undependable, unreliable, untrustworthy. 


doubtless adverb 1 certainly. 2 probably. 


douche /du:J/ noun 4 jet of liquid applied to part 
of body for cleansing or medicinal purposes. 2 
device for producing this. © verb (-ching) 1 treat 
with douche. 2 use douche. 


dough /dav/ noun 1 thick paste of flour mixed 
with liquid for baking. 2 slang money. o dough- 
nut (US donut) small fried cake of sweetened 
dough. o doughy adjective (-ier, -iest). 

doughty /‘dauti/ adjective (-ier, -iest) archaic 
valiant. o doughtily adverb. doughtiness noun. 


dour /dua/ adjective stern, grim; obstinate. 


douse /daus/ verb (also dowse) (sing) 1 throw 
we over. 2 plunge into water. 3 extinguish 


dove /dav/ noun 1 bird with short legs and full 
breast. 2 advocate of peaceful policies. 3 gentle 
or innocent person. o dovecot(e) pigeon house. 


dovetail noun mortise-and-tenon joint shaped 


like dove’s spread tail. everb 1 fit together; 
combine neatly. 2 join with dovetails. 
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dowager /'davəd3ə/ noun woman with ti 
property from her late husband. title or 


dowdy /'daudr/ adjective (-ier, -iest)1 (ofclothes) 
unattractively dull. 2 dressed dowdily 
o dowdily adverb. dowdiness noun. 3 
a 1 colourless, drab, dull, old-fashioned, Shabby, 
sloppy, slovenly, colloquial tatty, unattractive ~ 
unstylish. 2 frumpish, frumpy, shabby, 
unattractive, unstylish. 


dowel /‘daval/ noun cylindrical peg for holding 
parts of structure together. 


dowelling noun rods for cutting into dowels, 


dower /‘dava/ noun widow’s share for life of hus- 
band’s estate. 


down! /daun/ adverb 1 towards or into lower 
place, esp. to ground. 2 in lower place or position, 
3 to or in place regarded as lower, esp. south- 
wards or away from major city or university. 4 
in or into low or weaker position or condition. 5 
losing by. 6 (of a computer system) out of action. 
7 from earlier to later time. 8 in written or 
recorded form. @preposition 1 downwards 
along, through, or into. 2 from top to bottom of. 
3 along. 4 at lower part of. © adjective 1 directed 
downwards. 2 colloquial depressed. © verb collo- 
quial 1 knock or bring etc. down. 2 swallow. 
@noun 1 reverse of fortune. 2 colloquial period 
of depression. o be down to 1 be the responsibil- 
ity of. 2 havenothing left but. down and out desti- 
tute. down-and-out destitute person. downcast 
1 dejected. 2 (of eyes) looking down. downfall 1 
fall from prosperity or power. 2 cause of this. 
downgrade reduce in rank etc. downhearted 
despondent downhill © adverb in descending dir- 
ection; on a decline. @ adjective sloping down, 
declining. down in the mouth colloquial looking 
unhappy. downmarket of or to cheaper sector of 
market. down payment partial payment madeat 
time of purchase, booking, etc. downpour heavy 
fall of rain. downside negative aspect, draw- 
back. downstairs © adverb 1 down the stairs. 2 
to or on lower floor. © adjective situated down- 
stairs. downstream in direction of flow ofstream 
etc. down-to-earth practical, realistic. down 
tools colloquial cease working. downtown US 
(of) lower or central part of town or city. down- 
trodden oppressed. downturn decline, esp. in 
economic activity. down under colloquial in 
Australia or NZ. downwind indirection in which 
wind is blowing. down with expressing rejection 
of person or thing. have a down on colloquial 
be hostile to. n downward adjective & adverb. 
downwards adverb. = 

u o downfall collapse, defeat, overthrow, ruin, 

undoing. downhearted dejected, depressed, 

discouraged, colloquial down, downcast, — 

miserable, sad, unhappy. o downward adjective 

declining, descending, downhill, falling. 


down? /daun/ noun 1 baby bird’s fluffy covering. 
z bird’s under-plumage. 3 fine soft feathers Or 
airs. 


down? /daun/ noun 4 open rolling land. 2 (in 
plural) chalk uplands of S. England etc. 
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downright adjective 1 plain, straightforward. 2 
utter. © adverb thoroughly. 

Down’s syndrome noun congenital disorder 
with mental retardation and physical abnormal- 
ities. 

downy adjective (-ier, -iest) of, like, or covered 
with down. 


| a feathery, fleecy, fluffy, furry, fuzzy, soft, velvety, 
woolly. 


dowry /‘davart/ noun (plural -ies) property 
brought by bride to her husband. 

dowse’ /dauz/ verb (-sing) search for under- 
ground water or minerals by holding stick or 
rod which dips abruptly when over right spot. 
o dowser noun. 

dowse? = pouse. 


doxology /dok'svled31/ noun (plural -ies) litur- 
gical hymn etc. of praise to God. 

doyen /‘doten/ noun (feminine doyenne /dar'en/) 
senior member of group. 

doz. abbreviation dozen. 

doze verb (-zing) sleep lightly; be half asleep. 
© noun short light sleep. o doze off fall lightly 
asleep. 

dozen /‘daz(a)n/ noun 1 (plural same (after 
numeral) or -s) set of twelve. 2 (dozens, usually 
+ of) colloquial very many. 

D.Phil. abbreviation Doctor of Philosophy. 

Dr abbreviation Doctor. 

drab adjective (-bb-) 1 dull, uninteresting. 2 of 
dull brownish colour. o drabness noun. 

a 1 cheerless, colourless, dingy, dismal, dowdy, 

dreary, dull, flat, gloomy, grey, grimy, lacklustre, 

shabby, sombre, unattractive, uninteresting. 


drachm /drzm/ noun weight formerly used by 
apothecaries, = ¥% ounce. 

drachma /‘drekmo/ noun (plural-s) chiefmon- 
etary unit of Greece. 

Draconian /dre‘kaunten/ adjective (of laws) 
harsh, cruel. 


draft /dra:ft/ noun 1 preliminary written outline 
of scheme or version of speech, document, etc. 2 
written order for payment of money by bank. 3 
drawing of money on this. 4 detachment from 
larger group. 5 selection of this. 6 US conscrip- 
tion. 7 US draught. © verb 1 prepare draft of. 2 
select for special duty or purpose. 3 US con- 
script. 

u noun 1 notes, outline, plan, sketch. 2 bill of 

exchange, cheque, order, postal order. © verb 1 

compose, delineate, draw up, outline, plan, 

prepare, put together, sketch out, work out. 


draftsman /‘dra:ftsman/ noun 1 person who 

` rans documents. 2 person who makes draw- 
‘ings. 

dvafty US =DRAUGHTY. 

drag verb (-gg-) 1 pull along with effort. 2 (allow 
to) trail. 3 (of time etc.) pass tediously or slowly. 4 
search bottom of (river etc.) with grapnels, nets, 
etc. 5 (+ on, at) slang draw on (cigarette etc.). 


downright | dramatize 


@noun 1 obstruction to progress; retarding 
force. 2 colloquial boring or tiresome task, 
person, etc. 3 lure before hounds as substitute 
for fox. 4 apparatus for dredging. 5 slang a draw 
on cigarette etc. 6 slang women's clothes worn 
by men. o drag one’s feet be slow or reluctant. 
drag out protract. 


m verb 1 draw, haul, lug, pull, tow, tug. 2 dangle, 
stream, trail. 


draggle /'dræg(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 make dirty and 
wet by trailing. 2 hang trailing. 

dragon [‘dreegan/ noun 1 mythical monster like 
reptile, usually with wings and able to breathe 
fire. 2 fierce woman. 


dragonfly noun (plural -ies) large long-bodied 
gauzy-winged insect. 

dragoon /dre'gu:n/ noun 1 cavalryman. 2 fierce 
man. © verb (+ into) coerce or bully into. 


drain verb 1 draw off liquid from. 2 draw off 
(liquid). 3 flow or trickle away. 4 dry or become 
dry. 5 exhaust. 6 drink to the dregs. 7 empty 
(glass etc.) by drinking. © noun 1 channel or pipe 
carrying off liquid, sewage, etc. 2 constant 
outflow or expenditure. o draining board 
sloping grooved surface beside sink for draining 
dishes. drainpipe pipe for carrying off water etc. 
u verb 2 draw off, empty, extract, pump out, 
remove, tap. 3 drip, ebb, leak, ooze, seep, trickle. 5 
consume, deplete, exhaust, sap, spend, use up. 
© noun 1 channel, conduit, culvert, ditch, 
drainpipe, duct, dyke, gutter, outlet, pipe, sewer, 
trench, watercourse. 


drainage noun 1 draining. 2 system of drains. 
3 what is drained off. 


drake noun male duck. 
dram noun 1 small drink of spirits etc. 2drachm. 


drama /‘dra:ma/ noun 1 play for stage or broad- 
casting. 2 art of writing, acting, or presenting 
plays. 3 dramatic event or quality. 

na 1 dramatization, performance, play, production, 

radio play, screenplay, show, stage play, TV play. 

2 acting, dramatics, histrionics, stagecraft, theatre, 

theatricals, Thespian arts. 3 slang action, crisis, 

excitement, suspense, turmoil. 


dramatic /dre'metik/ adjective 1 of drama. 2 
unexpected and exciting:3 striking. 4 theatrical. 
o dramatically adverb. 

m 1 histrionic, stage, theatrical, Thespian. 2 see 

EXCITING (EXCITE). 4 exaggerated, flamboyant, 

histrionic, large, melodramatic, overdone, showy, 

theatrical. 


dramatics plural noun (often treated as 
singular) 1 performance of plays. 2 exaggerated 
behaviour. 


dramatis. personae /‘drzmotis ps:'seunai/ 
plural noun characters in a play. 


dramatist /‘dremetist/ noun writer of plays. 
| m playwright, scriptwriter. 


dramatize /'dræmətarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or-sing) 1 convert into play. 2 make dramatic. 3 


drank | dream 


behave dramatically. o dramatization noun. 
| m 1 adapt. 3 exaggerate, make too much of, 


overdo, overplay, overstate. 


drank past of DRINK. 

drape verb(-ping) 1 cover or hang or adorn with 
cloth etc. 2 arrange in graceful folds. © noun 
(often in plural) US curtain. 


| m verb 1 cover, decorate, festoon, hang, swathe. 


draper noun retailer of textile fabrics. 
drapery noun (plural -ies) 1 clothing or hang- 
ings arranged in folds. 2 draper’s trade or 
fabrics. 
drastic /‘drestik/ adjective far-reaching in 
effect; severe. o drastically adverb. 
m desperate, dire, Draconian, extreme, 
far-reaching, forceful, harsh, radical, rigorous, 
severe, strong, vigorous. 


drat colloquial verb (-tt-) (usually as interjection) 
curse. © interjection: expressing annoyance. 
draught /dra:ft/ noun (US draft) 1 current ofair 
indoors. 2 traction. 3 depth of water needed to 
float ship. 4 drawing of liquor from cask etc. 5 
single act of drinking or inhaling. 6 amount so 
drunk. 7 (in plural) game for two with 12 pieces 
each, on draughtboard (like chessboard). 
Odraught beer beer drawn from cask, not 
bottled. 
| m 1 breeze, current, puff, wind. 5, 6 dose, drink, 
| gulp, measure, pull, swallow, colloquial swig. 


draughtsman /‘dra:ftsmen/ noun 1 person 
who makes drawings. 2 piece in game of 
draughts. 
draughty adjective (US drafty) (-ier, -iest) (of a 
room etc.) letting in sharp currents of air. 
draw verb (past drew /dru:/; past participle 
drawn) 1 pull or cause to move towards or after 
one. 2 pull (thing) up, over, or across. 3 pull 
(curtains) open or shut. 4 attract; take in. 5 (+ at, 
on) inhale from. 6 extract; take from or out. 7 
make (line, mark, or outline). 8 make (picture) 
in this way. 9 represent (thing) in this way. 10 
finish (game etc.) with equal scores. 11 proceed 
to specified position. 12 infer. 13 elicit, evoke. 14 
induce. 15 haul up (water) from well. 16 bring 
out (liquid from tap, wound, etc.). 17 draw lots. 
18 obtain by lot. 19 (of tea) infuse. 20 (of 
chimney, pipe, etc.) promote or allow draught. 
21 (+ on) make demand on imagination, skill, 
experience, etc. 22 write out (bill, cheque, etc.). 
23 search (cover) for game etc. 24 (as drawn 
adjective) looking strained and tense. @ noun 1 
act of drawing. 2 person.or thing that draws 
custom or attention. 3 drawing of lots; raffle. 4 
drawn game etc. o draw back withdraw. draw- 
back disadvantage. drawbridge hinged retract- 
able bridge. draw in 1 (of days etc.) become 
shorter. 2 (of train etc.) arrive at station. draw 
out 1 prolong. 2 induce to talk. 3 (of days etc.) 
become longer. drawstring string or cord 
threaded through waistband, bag opening, etc. 
draw up 1 draft (document etc.), 2 bring into 
order. 3 come toa halt. 4 (draw oneself up) make 
oneself erect. 
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a verb 1 drag, haui, lug, pull, tow, tug. 4 allure 
attract, bring in, coax, entice, invite, lure, pull in 
win over. 6 extract, remove, take out, unsheathe 
withdraw. 7-9 depict, map out, mark out, outline 
paint, pen, pencil, portray, represent, sketch, trace, 
10 be equal, finish equal, tie. 12 (drawa 
conclusion) arrive at a conclusion, come toa 
conclusion, deduce, gather, infer, reacha 
conclusion, work out. 16 drain, let (blood), pour 
pump, siphon, tap. 18 choose, pick, select. ` 
© noun 2 attraction, enticement, lure, pull. 3 
competition, lottery, raffle. 4 dead heat, deadlock 
stalemate, tie. 0 drawback defect, difficulty," 
disadvantage, hindrance, hurdle, impediment, 
obstacle, obstruction, problem, snag, stumbling 
block. draw out 1 see EXTEND 1. draw up 1 see 
DRAFT verb 1.3 see HALT" verb. 


drawer /‘dro:a/ noun 1 person who draws. 2 (also 
/dro:/) receptacle sliding in and out-of frame 
(chest of drawers) or of table etc. 3 (in plural) 
knickers, underpants. 
drawing noun 1 art of representing by line with 
pencil etc. 2 picture etc. made thus. o drawing - 
board board on which paper is fixed for drawing 
on. drawing-pin flat-headed pin for fastening 
paper to a surface. 
m 1 design, graphics, illustration, sketching. 2 
cartoon, design, illustration, outline, picture, 
sketch. 


drawing-room noun room in private house for 
sitting or entertaining in. 

drawl verb speak with drawn-out vowel sounds. 
@ noun drawling utterance or way of speaking. 


dray noun low cart without sides for heavy loads, 
esp. beer barrels. 


dread /dred/ verb fear greatly, esp. in advance. 
© noun great fear or apprehension. © adjective 1 
dreaded. 2 archaic awe-inspiring. 

m verb be afraid of, fear, shrink from, view with 

horror. © noun anxiety, apprehension, awe, 

dismay, fear, nervousness, perturbation, qualm, 

trepidation, uneasiness, worry. 


dreadful adjective 1 terrible. 2 colloquial very 
annoying, very bad. o dreadfully adverb. 
a 1 alarming, appalling, colloquial awful, dire, 
distressing, evil, fearful, frightening, frightful, 
ghastly, grisly, gruesome, harrowing, hideous, 
horrible, horrifying, indescribable, monstrous, 
shocking, colloquial terrible, tragic, unspeakable, 
upsetting, wicked. 2 see ANNOYING (ANNOY), 
BAD 2. 


dream noun 1 series of scenes in mind of 
sleeping person. 2 daydream or fantasy. 3 ideal; 
aspiration. © verb (past & past participle dreamt 
/dremt/ or dreamed) 1 experience dream. 2 
imagine as in dream. 3 (esp. in negative; + of, 
that) consider possible or acceptable. 4 be ine 
active or unrealistic. o dream up think up, n 
vent. o dreamer noun. dreamlike adjective. 
a noun 1 (bad dream) nightmare. 2 daydream, 
delusion, fantasy, hallucination, illusion, mirage: 
reverie, trance, vision. 3 ambition, aspiration, 
ideal, pipe dream, wish. @ verb 14, 2 daydream, 
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fancy, fantasize, hallucinate, have a vision, 
imagine, think. o dream up see INVENT 1. 


dreamy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 given to day- 
dreaming. 2 dreamlike; vague. 3 colloquial 
delightful. o dreamily adverb 

dreary /‘drieri/ adjective (-ier, -iest) dismal, 
gloomy, dull. cdrearily adverb. dreariness 
noun. 

a bleak, boring, cheerless, depressing, dismal, 
dull, gloomy, joyless, miserable, sombre, 
uninteresting. 


dredge' noun apparatus used to collect oysters 
etc., or to clear mud etc., from bottom of sea etc. 
o verb (-ging) 1 bring up or clear (mud etc.) with 
dredge. 2 (+ up) bring up (something forgotten). 
3 clean with or use dredge. 

dredge’ verb (-ging) sprinkle with flour etc. 

dredger' noun 1 boat with dredge. 2 dredge. 


dredger noun container with perforated lid for 
sprinkling flour etc. ; 


dregs plural noun 1 sediment, grounds, 2 worst 
part. 


n 4 deposit, grounds (of coffee), lees, precipitate, 
remains, residue, sediment. 


drench verb 1 wet thoroughly. 2 force (animal) 
to take medicine. © noun dose of medicine for 
animal. 


u verb 1 douse, drown, flood, inundate, saturate, 

| soak, souse, steep, wet. 

dress verb 1 put clothes on. 2 have and wear 
clothes. 3- put on evening or formal dress. 4 
arrange or adorn. 5 put dressing on (wound etc.). 
6 prepare (poultry, crab, etc.) for cooking or 
eating. 7 apply manure to. @noun 1 woman’s 
one-piece garment of bodice and skirt. 2 clothing, 
esp. whole outfit. o dress circle first gallery in 
theatre. dressmaker person who makes 
women’s clothes, esp. for a living. dressmaking 
noun. dress rehearsal (esp. final) rehearsal in 
costume. dress up 1 put on special clothes. 2 
make (person, thing) more attractive or inter- 
esting. 

u verb 4 array, attire, clothe, robe. 5 bandage, bind 

up, treat. © noun 1 frock, gown, robe, shift. 2 

formalapparel, attire, clothes, clothing, costume, 

garb, garments, colloquial gear, colloquial get-up, 

outfit, archaic raiment. 


dressage /‘dresa:3/ noun training of horse in 
obedience and deportment. 


dresser’ /‘dresa/ noun tall kitchen sideboard 
with shelves. 


dresser noun person who helps actors or ac- 
tresses to dress for stage. 


dressing noun 1 putting one’s clothes on. 2 
sauce, esp. of oil, vinegar, etc., for salads. 3 
bandage, ointment, etc. for wound. 4compostetc. 
spread over land. o dressing down colloquial 
scolding. dressing gown loose robe worn while 
oneisnot fully dressed. dressing table table with 
mirror etc. for use while dressing, applying 
make-up, etc. 


dreamy | drill 


E 3 bandage, compress, plaster, poultice. 
a dressing gown bathrobe, housecoat, kimono, 
esp. US robe, wrapper. 


dressy adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial (ofclothes 
or person) smart, elegant. 


drew pastofpraw. 
drey /dre1/ noun squirrel’s nest. 


dribble /‘drib(e)l/ verb (-ling) 1 allow saliva to 
flow from the mouth. 2 flow or allow to flow in 
drops. 3 Football etc. move (ball) forward with 
slight touches of feet etc. © noun 41 act of drib- 
bling. 2 dribbling flow. 


m verb 1 drool, slaver, slobber. 2 drip, leak, ooze, 
run, seep, trickle. 


psn /‘drtblit/ noun small quantity (of liquid 
etc.). 


dribs and drabs plural noun colloquial small” 
scattered amounts. 


dried past & past participle of pry. 
drier’ comparative of DRY. 


drier? /‘draia/ noun (also dryer) machine for 
drying hair, laundry, etc. 


driest superlative of pry. 


drift noun 1 slow movement or variation. 2 this 
caused by current. 3 intention, meaning, etc. of 
what is said etc. 4 mass of snow etc. heaped up 
by wind. 5 state of inaction. 6 deviation of craft 
etc. due to current, wind, etc. © verb 1 be carried 
by or as if by current of air or water. 2 progress 
casually or aimlessly. 3 (of current) carry. 4 heap 
or be heaped into drifts. o drift-net net for sea 
fishing, which is allowed to drift. driftwood wood 
floating on moving water or washed ashore. 

ua noun 3 see Gist. 4 accumulation, bank, dune, 

heap, mound, pile. © verb 1 coast, float, waft. 2 

coast, float, meander, ramble, roam, rove, stray, 

wander. 4 accumulate, gather, heap up, pile up. 


drifter noun 1 aimless person. 2 fishing boat 
with drift-net. 


drill’ noun 1 tool or machine for boring holes. 
2 instruction in military exercises. 3 thorough 
training, esp. by repetition. 4 routine procedure 
in emergency. 5 colloquial recognized proced- 
ure. © verb 1 make hole in or through with drill. 
2 make (hole) with drill. 3 train or be trained by 
drill. 

u noun 2, 3 discipline, exercises, instruction, 

practice, training. 4, 5 see PROCEDURE. © verb1,2 

bore, penetrate, perforate, pierce. 3 coach, 

discipline, exercise, indoctrinate, instruct, 

practise, rehearse, school, teach, train. 


drill? noun 1 machine for making furrows, 
sowing, and covering seed. 2 small furrow for 
sowing seed in. 3 row of seeds sown by drill. 
e verb plant in drills. - 

drill? noun coarse twilled cotton or linen fabric. 


drill‘ noun W. African baboon related to man- 
drill. 


drily | drop 


drily adverb (also dryly) in a dry way. 
drink verb (past drank; past participle drunk) 1 
swallow (liquid). 2 take alcohol, esp. to excess. 3 
(of plant etc.) absorb (moisture). @ noun 1 liquid 
for drinking. 2 draught or specified amount of 
this. 3 alcoholic liquor. 4 glass, portion, etc., 
of this. 5 (the drink) colloquial the sea. 
odrink-driver colloquial person driving with 
excess alcohol in the blood. drink in listen 
eagerly to. drink to toast; wish success to. drink 
up drink all or remainder of. o drinkable adjec- 
tive. drinker noun. 
m verb 1 gulp, guzzle, imbibe, slang knock back, 
lap, partake of, literary quaff, sip, suck, swallow, 
colloquial swig, swill. 2 colloquial booze, carouse, 
get drunk, imbibe, colloquial indulge, tipple, 
archaic or literary tope. © noun 1 formal beverage, 
slang bewvy, potation. 2, 4 colloquial cuppa, dram, 
draught, glass, gulp, nightcap, nip, colloquial pint, 
sip, swallow, colloquial swig, colloquial tipple, tot. 
3 alcohol, colloquial booze, grog, liquor, colloquial 
plonk. 


drip verb (-pp-) 1 fall or let fall in drops. 2 (often 
+ with) be so wetas to shed drops. © noun 1 liquid 
falling in drops. 2 drop of liquid. 3 sound of drip- 
ping. 4 colloquial dull or ineffectual person. 

m verb 1 dribble, drizzle, drop, leak, plop, splash, 

sprinkle, trickle, weep. © noun 1-3 bead, dribble, 

drop, leak, splash, spot, tear, trickle. 


drip-dry verb dry or leave to dry crease-free 
when hung up. © adjective able to be drip-dried. 
drip-feed verb feed intravenously in drops. 
© noun 1 feeding thus. 2 apparatus for doing this. 
dripping noun fat melted from roasting meat. 
drive verb (-ving; past drove /drauv/; past parti- 
ciple driven /'drrv(ə)n/) 1 urge in some direction, 
esp. forcibly. 2 compel. 3 force into specified 
State. 4 operate and direct (vehicle etc.). 5 carry 
or becarried in vehicle. 6 (often + into) force (nail 


etc.) into place by blows; force to penetrate. 7. 


strike golf ball from tee. 8 (of wind etc.) carry 
along, propel. © noun 1 excursion in vehicle. 2 
driveway. 3 street, road. 4 motivation and 
energy; inner urge. 5 forcible stroke of bat etc. 6 
organized group effort. 7 transmission of power 
to machinery or wheels of motor vehicle etc. 8 
organized whist, bingo, etc. competition. o drive 
at seek, intend, mean. drive-in (bank, cinema, 
etc.) used while one sits in one’s car. drive out 
force out; take place of. driveway private road 
through garden to house. driving licence licence 
permitting person to drive vehicle. driving test 
Official test of competence to drive. driving wheel 
wheel transmitting power of vehicle to ground. 
8 verb 1 force, herd, propel, push, send, urge. 2 
coerce, compel, constrain, force, oblige, press, 

. | Pressure, pressurize, push, urge. 4 control, direct, 
guide, handle, manage, operate, pilot, steer. 5 see 
CONVEY 1.6 bang, force, hammer, hit, impel, knock, 
plunge, prod, push, ram, sink, stab, strike, thrust. 
© noun 1 excursion, jaunt, journey, outing, ride, 
run, colloquial spin, trip. 4 aggressiveness, 
ambition, determination, energy, enterprise, 
enthusiasm, colloquial get-up-and-go, impetus, 
industry, initiative, keenness, motivation, 


228 


persistence, push, vigour, colloquial vim, zeal 6 
campaign, crusade, effort. 0 drive out seg EXPEL 
1. 


drivel /'drrv(ə)l/ noun silly nonsense. @ verb (Js 
US-I-) 1 talk drivel. 2 run at mouth or nose, ` 


driver noun 1 person who drives. 2 golf club for 
driving from tee. 


drizzle /‘driz(e)l/ noun very fine rain. @ verb 
(-ling) fall in very fine drops. o drizzly adjective, 


droll /drəvl/ adjective 1 quaintly amus 


strange, odd. o drollery noun (plural 
droliness noun. 


dromedary /‘dromideri/ noun (plural ies) 
one-humped (esp. Arabian) camel bred for 
riding. 

drone noun 1 non-working male of honey-bee, 
2 idler. 3 deep humming sound. 4 monotonous 
speaking tone. 5 bass-pipe of bagpipes or its con- 
tinuous note. @verb (-ning) 1 make deep 
humming sound. 2 speak or utter monotonously. 


drool verb 1 slobber, dribble. 2 (often + over) ` 
admire extravagantly. 


droop /dru:p/ verb 1 bend or hang down, esp. 
from fatigue or lack of food, drink, etc. 2 flag. 
@noun 1 drooping position. 2 loss of spirit. 
o droopy adjective. 

m verb 1 be limp, bend, dangle, fall, flop, hang, sag, 

slump, wilt, wither. 2 see LANGUISH. 


-les), 


drop noun 1 globule of liquid that falls, hangs, or 
adheres to surface. 2 very small amount of liquid. 
3 abrupt fall or slope. 4 amount of this. 5 act 
of dropping. 6 fall in prices, temperature, etc. 7 
drop-shaped thing, esp. pendant or sweet. 8 (in 
plural) liquid medicine measured in drops. 
@ verb (-pp-) 1 fall; allow to fall; let go. 2 fall, let 
fall, or shed in drops. 3 sink down from exhaus- 
tion or injury. 4 cease; lapse; abandon. 5 collo- 
quial cease to associate with or discuss. 6 set 
down (passenger etc.). 7 utter or be uttered casu- 
ally. 8 fall or let fall in direction, amount, degree, 
pitch, etc. 9 (of person) jump down lightly; let 
oneself fall. 10 omit. 11 give birth to (amb). 12 
deliver from the air by parachute etc. 13 Football 
send (ball) or score (goal) by drop kick. 0 drop 
anchoranchor ship. drop back, behind fall back; 
get left behind. drop in, by colloquial visit casu- 
ally. drop kick kick at football made by dropping 
ball and kicking it as it touches ground. drop 
1 fall asleep. 2 drop (passenger). drop out (often 
+of )colloquial cease to participate (in). drop-out 
noun colloquial person who has dropped out 0 
esp. course of study or conventional society. 
drop scone scone made by dropping sp00! t 
of mixture into pan etc. drop shot tennis o 
dropping abruptly after clearing net. o drople 
noun. 
m noun 1 bead, blob, drip, droplet, globule, pearl, 
spot, tear. 2 dash, nip, tot. 3, 4 declivity, descent, 
dive, escarpment, fall, incline, plunge, precipice: 
scarp. 6 cut, decrease, reduction, slump. @ ver k 
fall, let go, release, relinquish. 3 collapse, fall, Si : 
slump. 4, 5 abandon, desert, discard, colloquia 


dump, forsake, give up, jilt, leave, reject, scrap, 
shed. 8 descend, dip, dive, fall, go down, lower, 
nosedive, plummet, plunge, sink, slump, subside, 
swoop, tumble. 10 eliminate, exclude, leave out, 
omit. o drop behind see Lac' verb. drop in (drop 
in on) see VISIT verb 1. drop off 1 see SLEEP verb 
1. 


dropper noun device for releasing liquid in 
drops. 

droppings pluralnoun 1 dung. 2 thing that falls 
or has fallen in drops. 

dropsy /‘dropsi/ noun oedema. odropsical 
adjective. 

dross noun 1 rubbish. 2 scum of molten metal. 
3 impurities. 

drought /draut/ noun prolonged absence of 
rain. 

drove' past of DRIVE. 


drove’ /dravv/ noun 1 moving crowd. 2 (in 
plural) colloquial great number. 3 herd or flock 
moving together. 

drover noun herder of cattle. 


drown /draun/ verb 1 kill or die by submersion. 
2 submerge; flood; drench. 3 deaden (grief etc.) 
by drinking alcohol. 4 (often + out) overpower 
(sound) with louder sound. 


m 1 see DIE" 1, KILL verb 1.2 deluge, drench, engulf, 
flood, immerse, submerge, swamp. 4 overpower, 
overwhelm, silence. 


drowse /drauz/ verb (-sing) be lightly asleep. 

drowsy /‘drauzt/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 very 
sleepy; almost asleep. 2 tending to make sleepy. 
o drowsily adverb. drowsiness noun. 

m 1 dozing, dozy, heavy-eyed, listless, colloquial 

nodding off, sleepy, sluggish, somnolent, tired, 

weary. 2 see SOPORIFIC adjective. 


drub verb (-bb-) 1 thrash, beat. 2 defeat thor- 
oughly. o drubbing noun. 


drudge noun person who does dull, laborious, 
or menial work. © verb (-ging) work hard or 
laboriously. o drudgery noun. 
a O drudgery chores, donkey-work, colloquial 
grind, labour, slavery, slog, toil, literary travail, 
work. 


drug noun 1 medicinal substance. 2 (esp. 
addictive) hallucinogen, stimulant, narcotic, etc. 
© verb (-gg-) 1 add drug to (drink, food, etc.). 2 
administer drug to. 3 stupefy. o drugstore US 
combined chemist’s shop and café. 
a noun 1 medicament, medication, medicine, esp. 
archaic physic, remedy, treatment. 2 analgesic, 
antidepressant, barbiturate, hallucinogen, 
narcotic, opiate, painkiller, sedative, stimulant, 
tonic, tranquillizer; (drugs) slang dope. @ verb2 
dose, medicate, treat. 3 anaesthetize, dope, knock 
out, poison, sedate, stupefy, tranquillize. 


drugget /‘dragit/ noun coarse woven fabric 
used for floor coverings etc. 


druggist noun pharmacist. 
Druid /‘dru:d/ noun 4 ancient Celtic priest. 2 


dropper | dry 


member of a modern Druidic order, esp. the 


Gorsedd. o Druidic /-'1dik/ adjective. Druldism 
noun. 


drum noun 1 hollow esp. cylindrical percussion 
instrument covered at one or both ends with 
Plastic, skin, etc. 2 sound of this. 3 cylindrical 
structure or object. 4 cylinder used for storage 
etc. 5 eardrum. © verb (-mm-)1 play drum. 2 beat 
or tap continuously with fingers etc. 3 (of bird 
etc.) make loud noise with wings. o drumbeat 
stroke or sound of stroke on drum. drum brake 
kind in which shoes on vehicle press against 
drum on wheel. drum into drive (facts etc.) into 
(person) by persistence. drum machine elec- 
tronic device that simulates percussion. drum 
major leader of marching band. drum majorette 
female baton-twirling member of parading 
group. drum out dismiss with ignominy. drum- 
stick 1 stick for beating drum. 2 lower leg of fowl 
pr eating. drum up summon or get by vigorous 
ort. 


| m noun 2 (drums) timpani. 4 see BARREL noun 1. 


drummer noun player of drum. 


drunk /drank/ past participle of DRINK. © adjec- 
tive 1 lacking control as result of drinking 
alcohol. 2 (often + with) overcome with joy, 
success, power, etc. © noun person whois drunk, 
esp. habitually. 
m adjective 1 delirious, fuddled, colloquial high, 
inebriate, inebriated, intoxicated, colloquial 
merry, slang paralytic, slang pickled, slang 
pie-eyed, slang plastered, slang sloshed, 
colloquial soused, colloquial sozzled, slang 
stoned, colloquial tiddly, colloquial tight, tipsy. 


drunkard /‘dranked/ noun person habitually 
drunk. 


a alcoholic, colloquial boozer, dipsomaniac, 
| drunk, sot, tippler, archaic or literary toper. 
drunken /‘dranken/ adjective 1 drunk. 2 caused 


by or involving drunkenness. 3 often drunk. 
Odrunkenly adverb. drunkenness noun. 


drupe /dru:p/ noun fleshy stone fruit. 


dry adjective (drier, driest) 1 free from moisture, 
esp. with moisture having evaporated, drained 
away, etc. 2 (of eyes) free from tears. 3 (of 
climate) notrainy. 4 (ofriver, well, etc.) dried up. 
5 (of wine etc.) not sweet. 6 plain, unelaborated. 
7 uninteresting. 8 (of sense of humour) ironic, 
understated. 9 prohibiting sale of alcohol. 10 (of 
bread) without butter etc. 11 (of provisions etc.) 
solid, not liquid. 12 colloquial thirsty. @ verb 
(dries, dried) 1 make or become dry. 2 (usually 
as dried adjective) preserve (food) by removing 
moisture. o dry-clean clean (clothes etc.) with 
solvents without water. dry-fly (of fishing) with 
floating artificial fly. dry ice solid carbon 
dioxide. dry out 1 make or become fully dry. 2 
treat or be treated for alcoholism. dry rot 1 decay 
in wood not exposed to air. 2 fungi causing this. 
dry run colloquial rehearsal. dry-shod without 
wetting one’s shoes. dry up 1 make or become 
completely dry. 2 dry dishes. o dryness noun. 


dryad | duke 


| a adjective 1 arid, baked, barren, dehydrated, 
desiccated, parched, scorched, shrivelled, 
waterless. 7 boring, dreary, dull, flat, prosaic, stale, 
tedious, tiresome, uninspired, uninteresting. 8 

| deadpan, droll, ironic, laconic, understated, wry. 


© verb 1 dehydrate, desiccate, go hard, parch, 
| shrivel, wilt, wither. 
dryad /‘dratzed/ noun wood nymph. 
dryer = DRIER’. 
dryly = parity. 
D.Sc. abbreviation Doctor of Science. 


DSC, DSM, DSO abbreviations Distinguished 
Service Cross, Medal, Order. 


DSS abbreviation Department of Social Security 
(formerly DHSS). 
DT abbreviation (also DT’s /di:'ti:z/) delirium 
tremens. 
DTI abbreviation Department of Trade and 
Industry. 
dual /‘dju:al/ adjective 1 in two parts; twofold. 2 
double. © noun Grammar dual number or form. 
o dual carriageway road with dividing strip 
between traffic flowing in opposite directions. 
dual control two linked sets of controls, esp. of 
vehicle used for teaching driving etc., enabling 
operation by either of two people. o duality 
/-'eI-] noun. 
u adjective binary, coupled, double, duplicate, 
linked, paired, twin. 


dub’ verb (-bb-) 1 make (person) into knight. 2 
give name or nickname to. 

dub? verb (-bb-) 1 provide (film etc.) with alter- 
native, esp. translated, soundtrack. 2 add 
(sound effects, music) to film or broadcast. 


dubbin /‘dabm/ noun (also dubbing) grease for 
softening and waterproofing leather. 


dubiety /dju:'baretr/ noun literary doubt. 


dubious /‘dju:bias/ adjective 1 doubtful. 2 ques- 
tionable. 3 unreliable. o dubiously adverb. dubi- 
ousness noun. 


u 1 see DOUBTFUL 1-3. 2 see QUESTIONABLE. 3 slang 
fishy, shady, suspect, suspicious, unreliable, 
untrustworthy. 


ducal /'dju:k(ə)l/ adjective of or like duke. 


ducat /'dakət/ noun gold coin formerly current 
in most European countries. 


duchess /'datfis/ noun 1 duke’s wife or widow. 
2 woman holding rank of duke. 


duchy /‘datf1/ noun (plural-ies) duke’s or duch- 
ess’s territory. 


duck noun (plural same or -s) 1 swimming bird, 
esp. domesticated form of mallard or wild duck. 
2 female of this. 3 its flesh as food. 4 Cricket bats- 
man’s score of 0. 5 (also ducks) colloquial (esp. 
as form of address) darling. © verb 1 bob down, 
esp. to avoid being seen or hit. 2 dip head briefly 
under water. 3 plunge (person) briefly in water. 
o duckweed any of various plants that grow on 
surface of still water. 
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m verb 1 bend, bob down, crouch, dodge, stoo; 


3 dip, immerse, plunge, push under, submerge 2, 


duckling noun young duck. 


duct noun 1 channel, tube. 2 tube in bod carry. 
ing secretions etc. y a 


ductile /‘daktatl/ adjective 1 (of metal) capable 
of being drawn into wire; pliable. 2 easily 
moulded. 3 docile. o ductility /-'t1l-/ noun, 


ductless adjective (of gland) secreting directly 
into bloodstream. 


dud slang noun 1 useless or broken thing. 2 coun. 
terfeit article. 3 (in plural) clothes, rags, 
© adjective defective, useless. à 


dude /du:d/ noun 1 slang fellow. 2 US dandy. 3 
US city man staying on ranch. 


dudgeon /'dadz(ə)n/ noun resentment; indigna- 
tion. o in high dudgeon very angry or angrily. _ 


due adjective 1 owing, payable. 2 merited, appro- 
priate. 3 (often + to do) expected or under obliga- 
tion to do something or arrive at certain time. 
@noun 1 what one owes or is owed. 2 (usually 
in plural) fee or amount payable. © adverb (of 
compass point) exactly, directly. o due- to 
because of; caused by. 


USAGE Many people believe that due to, 
meaning ‘because of’, should only be used after 
the verb to be, as in The mistake was due to ignor- 
ance, andnotas in All trains may bedelayed dueto 
a signal failure. Instead, owing to a signal. failure 
could be used. 
u adjective in arrears, outstanding, owed, owing, 
payable, unpaid. 2 adequate, appropriate, decent, 
deserved, expected, fitting, just, mature, merited, 
proper, requisite, right, rightful, scheduled, 
sufficient, suitable, well earned. © noui 4 deserts, 
entitlement, merits, reward, rights. 2 (dues) see 
DUTY 2. 


duel /‘dju:al/ noun 1 armed contest between two 
people, usually to the death. 2 two-sided contest. 
© verb (-ll-; US -I-) fight duel. o duellist noun. 

duenna /dju:'enə/ noun older woman acting as 
chaperon to girls, esp. in Spain. 

duet /dju:'et/ noun musical composition for two 
performers. 

duff noun boiled pudding. © adjective slang 
worthless, useless, counterfeit. 

duffer /‘dafe/ noun colloquial inefficient oF 
stupid person. 

duffle /‘daf(e)l/ noun (also duffel) coarse woole 
cloth. a duffle bag cylindrical canvas bag oios at 
by drawstring. duffle coat hooded overcoa 
duffle with toggle fastenings. 

dug' past & past participle of DIG. 

dug? noun udder, teat. 

dugong /‘du:gon/ noun (plural same 
Asian sea mammal. ia 

dugout noun 1 roofed shelter, esp. for troops y 
trenches. 2 underground shelter. 3 canoe 
from tree trunk. ü 

duke /dju:k/ noun 4 person holding highest he 


or -S) 
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editary title of the nobility. 2 sovereign prince 
ruling duchy or small state. o dukedom noun. 


dulcet /‘dalsit/ adjective sweet-sounding. 


dulcimer /'dalsımə/ noun metal-stringed 
musical instrument struck with two hand-held 
hammers. 


dull adjective 1 tedious; not interesting. 2 (of 
weather) overcast. 3 (of colour, light, sound, etc.) 
not bright, vivid, or clear. 4 slow-witted, stupid. 
5 (of knife-edge etc.) blunt. 6 listless, depressed. 
overb make or become dull. adullard noun. 
dullness noun. dully /‘dalli/ adverb. 
n adjective 1 boring, commonplace, dry, 
monotonous, prosaic, stodgy, tame, tedious, 
unexciting, uninteresting. 2 cloudy, dismal, grey, 
heavy, leaden, murky, overcast, sullen, sunless. 3 
(dull colours) dim, dingy, dowdy, drab, dreary, 
faded, flat, gloomy, lacklustre, lifeless, matt, plain, 
shabby, sombre, subdued; (dull sounds) 
deadened, indistinct, muffled, muted. 4 dense, 
colloquial dim, colloquial dim-witted, colloquial 
dumb, obtuse, slow, stupid, colloquial thick, 
unimaginative, unintelligent, unresponsive. 5 
blunt, blunted, unsharpened. 


duly /‘dju:l/ adverb 1 in due time or manner. 2 
rightly, properly. 


dumb /dam/ adjective 1 unable to speak. 2 silent, 
taciturn. 3 colloquial stupid, ignorant. 
o dumb-bell short bar with weight at each end, 
for muscle-building etc. dumbstruck speechless 
with surprise. 0 dumbness noun. 

a 1 inarticulate, colloquial mum, mute, silent, 

speechless, tongue-tied. 2 see SILENT 1;4. 


dumbfound /dam'faund/ verb nonplus; make 
speechless with surprise. 


dumdum /‘damdam/ noun (in full dumdum 
bullet) soft-nosed bullet that expands on impact. 


dummy /'damı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 model of 
human figure, esp. as used to display clothes or 
by ventriloquist or as target. 2 imitation object 
used to replace real or normal one. 3 baby’s 
rubber teat. 4 colloquial stupid person. 5 imagin- 
ary player in bridge etc., whose cards are 
exposed and played by partner. © adjective sham, 
imitation. @ verb (-ies, -ied) make pretended 
pass etc. in football. o dummy run trial attempt. 
a noun 1 doll, figure, manikin, puppet. 2 copy, 
counterfeit, duplicate, imitation, mock-up, model, 
reproduction, sample, sham, simulation, 
substitute, toy. 


dump noun 1 place for depositing rubbish. 2 col- 
loquial unpleasant or dreary place. 3 temporary 
store of ammunition etc. @ verb 1 put down 
firmly or clumsily. 2 deposit or discard as 
rubbish. 3 colloquial abandon. 4 sell (surplus 
goods) to foreign market at low price. 5 copy 
(contents of computer memory etc.) as diagnostic 
aid or for security. 
m noun 1 rubbish heap, scrapyard, tip. 3 arsenal; 
cache, depot, hoard, store. @ verb 1 deposit, drop, 
Park, place, plonk down, put down, throw down. 2 
discard, dispose of, s/ang ditch, get rid of, jettison, 


dulcet | duplicator 


Offload, scrap, throw away, tip, colloquial unload. 3 
abandon, desert, slang ditch, colloquial drop, jilt, 
reject, walk out on. 


dumpling /‘damplm/ noun ball of dough boiled 
in stew or containing apple etc. 


dumps plural noun (usually in down in the 
dumps) colloquial low spirits. 


dumpy /‘damp1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) short and 
stout. 


dun adjective greyish-brown. enoun 1 dun 
colour. 2 dun horse. 


dunce noun person slow at learning. 

dunderhead /‘dandehed/ noun stupid person. 

Suno /dju:n/ noun drift of sand etc. formed by 
wind. 


| m drift, hillock, hummock, mound, sand dune. 


dung noun excrement of animals; manure. 
© verb apply dung to (land). o dunghill heap of 
dung or refuse. 


dungarees /dange'ri:z/ plural noun trousers 
with bib attached. 

dungeon /‘dand3(e)n/ moun underground 
prison cell. 

dunk verb 1 dip (food) into liquid before eating 
it. 2 immerse. 

dunlin /‘danim/ noun red-backed sandpiper. 

dunnock /'danək/ noun hedge sparrow. 

duo /'dju:əu/ noun (plural -s) 1 pair of per- 
formers. 2 duet. 

duodecimal /dju:əv'desm(ə)l/ adjective 1 of 
twelfths or 12. 2 proceeding by twelves. 

duodenum /dju:au'di:nam/ noun (plural -s) 
part of small intestine next to stomach. o duo- 
denal adjective. 

duologue /‘dju:elog/ noun dialogue between 
two people. 

dupe /dju:p/ noun victim of deception. © verb 


. (ping) deceive, trick. 


duple /‘dju:p(e)l/ adjective of two parts. ū duple 
time Music rhythm with two beats to bar. 

duplex /‘dju:pleks/ noun US 1 flat on two floors. 
2 house subdivided for two families. @ adjective 
having two elements; twofold. 


duplicate adjective /‘dju:pliket/ 1 identical. 2 
doubled. © noun /-ket/ identical thing, esp. copy. 
© verb |-keit/ (-ting) 1 double. 2 make or be exact 
copy of. 3 repeat (an action etc.), esp. unneces- 
sarily. gin duplicate in two exact copies. 
o duplication noun. 

m adjective copied, identical, matching, twin. 

© noun carbon copy, colloquial clone, copy, 

double, facsimile, imitation, likeness, lookalike, 

match, photocopy, proprietary term Photostat, 
replica, reproduction, twin, proprietary term Xerox. 

@ verb 2 copy, photocopy, reproduce, xerox. 3 do 

again, redo, repeat, replicate. 


duplicator noun machine for producing mul- 
tiple copies of texts. 


duplicity | dynamite 


duplicity /dju:‘plisttt/ nour double-dealing; 
salar fal o duplicitous adjective. 


durable /‘djuerab(e)l/ adjective lasting; hard- 
wearing. o durability noun. 

n enduring, hard-wearing, heavy-duty, et 

indestructible, long-lasting, permanent, resilient, 

stout, strong, substantial, thick, tough. 


duration /djua'rerf(e)n/ noun time taken by 
event. o for the duration 1 until end of event. 2 


for very long time. 
duress /djua'res/ noun compulsion, esp. illegal 
use of force or threats. 


Durex /‘djuareks/ moun proprietary term 
condom. 

during /‘djoerm/ preposition throughout; at 
some point in. 

dusk noun darker stage of twilight. 


m evening, poetical gloaming, gloom, sundown, 
sunset, twilight. 


dusky adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 shadowy, dim. 2 
dark-coloured. 

dust noun 1 finely powdered earth or other ma- 
terial etc. 2 dead person’s remains. © verb 1 wipe 
the dust from (furniture etc.). 2 sprinkle with 
powder, sugar, etc. odustbin container for 
household refuse. dust bowl desert made by 
drought or erosion. dustcover 1 dust sheet. 2 
dustjacket. dustjacket paper cover on hardback 
book. dustman man employed to collect house- 
hold refuse. dustpan pan into which dust is 
brushed from floor etc. dust sheet protective 
cloth over furniture. dust-up colloquial fight, dis- 
turbance. 


| m noun 1 dirt, grime, grit, particles, powder. 


duster noun cloth etc. for dusting furniture etc. 


dusty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 covered with or full 
of dust. 2 like dust; powdery. 

m 1 dirty, filthy, grimy, grubby, mucky, uncleaned, 

unswept. 2 chalky, crumbly, dry, fine, friable, gritty, 

powdery, sandy, sooty. 


Dutch adjective of the Netherlands or its people 
or language. @ oun 1 Dutch language. 2 (the 
Dutch) (treated: as plural) the people of the 
Netherlands. o Dutch auction one in which 
price is progressively reduced. Dutch barn roof 
on poles over hay etc. Dutch cap dome-shaped 
contraceptive device fitting over cervix. Dutch 
courage courage induced by alcohol. Dutch- 
man, Dutchwoman native or national of the 
Netherlands. Dutch treat party, outing, etc. at 
which people pay for themselves. go Dutch share 
expenses on outing. 


dutiable /‘dju:tiab(e)l/ adjective requiring 
payment of duty. 

dutiful /‘dju:tiful/ adjective doing one’s duty; 
obedient. o dutifully adverb. 

m attentive, careful, compliant, conscientious, 

devoted, diligent, faithful, hard-working::loyal, 

obedient, obliging, punctilious, reliable, 

responsible, scrupulous, trustworthy, willing. 
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duty /‘dju:tt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 mo 
obligation; responsibility. 2 taxon et eel 
imports, etc. 3job or function arising from et 
ness or Office. o duty-free (of goods) on whe 
duty is not payable. on, off duty working ch 
working. » Not 
m 1 allegiance, faithfulness, loyalty, obedience 
obligation, onus, responsibility, service. 2 charge 
customs, dues, fee, impost, levy, tariff, tax, toll a 
assignment, business, charge, chore, function 
job, office, role, task, work. £ 


duvet /'du:ver/ noun thick soft quilt used instead 
of sheets and blankets. 

dwarf /dwo:f/ noun (plural -s or dwarves 
/dwo:vz/) 1 person, animal, or plant much below 
normal size, esp. with normal-sized head and 
body but short limbs. 2 small mythological be 
with magical powers. © adjective small; stunted, 
@ verb 1 stunt in growth. 2 make look small by 
contrast. o dwarfish adjective. 


m noun 1 midget, pygmy. © adjective see SMALL 
adjective 1. © verb 2 dominate, overshadow, 
tower over. 


dwell verb (past & past participle dwelt or 
dwelled) reside, live. o dwell on think, write, or 
speak at length on. o dweller noun. 


@ archaic abide, be accommodated, live, lodge, 
reside, stay; (dwell in) see INHABIT. 


dwelling noun (also dwelling place) house, 
residence. 


m abode, domicile, habitation, home, house, 
lodging, quarters, residence. 
dwindle /‘dwmd(e)l/ verb (-ling) 1 become 
gradually less or smaller. 2 lose importance. 
dye /dat/ noun 1 substance used to change colour 
of fabric, wood, hair, etc. 2 colour produced by 
this. @ verb (dyeing, dyed) 1 colour with dye. 2 
dye a specified colour. adyed in the wool 
unchangeable, inveterate. a dyer noun. 
dying /‘dam/ present participle of pie’. © adjec- 
tive of, or at the time of, death. 


m adjective declining, expiring, fading, failing, 
moribund, obsolescent. 4 


dyke /dark/ (also dike) noun 1 embankment built 
to prevent flooding. 2 low wall. © verb (-king) 
provide or protect with dyke(s). w 

dynamic /darnæmık/ adjective 4 energètic, 
active. 2 of motive force. 3 of force in operation- 
4 of dynamics. o dynamically adverb. 

m 1 active, committed, driving, eager, energetic, 

enterprising, enthusiastic, forceful, go-ahead, 

high-powered, lively, motivated, powerful, 

colloquial pushy, spirited, vigorous, zealous. 


treated 


as 
motion and 


un energy: 


dynamics plural noun (usually 
singular) mathematical study of 
forces causing it. 
“dynamism ‘/'daməmız(ə)m/ . no 
dynamic power. 
dynamite /‘damemart/ noun high 
mixture containing nitroglycerine. 
(-ting) charge or blow up with this. 


explosive 
ve verb 
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dynamo /'daməməu/ noun (plural -s) 4. 


machine converting mechanical into electrical 
energy. 2 colloquial energetic person. 
dynast /‘dmast/ noun 1 ruler. 2 member of 
eee (plural -ies) line ofh 
asty /‘dmastt/ noun (plural -ies) line of her- 
dynas e o dynastic /-‘nzes-/ adjective. 
e noun Physics force required to give a mass 
pa bie gram an acceleration of one centimetre 
per second per second. 


dynamo | dystrophy 
dysentery [‘dtsentrt/ noun inflammation of 
bowels, causing severe diarrhoea. 


dysfunction /dts'fankJ(e)n/ noun abnormality 
or impairment of functioning. 

dyslexia /dis'‘lekste/ noun abnormal difficulty 
in reading and spelling. odyslectic /-‘lekttk/ 

jective & noun. dyslexic adjective & noun. 

dyspepsia /dis'pepsie/ noun indigestion. 
o dyspeptic adjective & noun. 

dystrophy /‘distraft/ noun defective nutrition. 


E. abbreviation (also E) east(ern). 0 E-number 
number prefixed by letter E identifying food 
additive. 


each adjective every one of two or more, 
regarded separately. © pronoun each person or 
thing. o each way (of bet) backing horse etc. to 
win or come second or third. 


eager /‘i:g2/ adjective keen, enthusiastic. 
o eagerly adverb. eagerness noun. 
m agog, animated, anxious (to please), ardent, 
avid, bursting, committed, craving, desirous, 
earnest, enthusiastic, excited, fervent, fervid, 
hungry, impatient, intent, interested, itching, 
keen, keyed up, longing, motivated, passionate, 
colloquial raring to go, voracious, yearning, 
zealous. 0 eagerness alacrity, anxiety, appetite, 
ardour, avidity, commitment, desire, earnestness, 
enthusiasm, excitement, fervour, hunger, hurry, 
impatience, intentness, interest, keenness, 
longing, motivation, passion, thirst, zeal. 


eagle /'i:g(ə)l/ noun 1 large bird of prey. 2 Golf 
score of two under par for hole. o eagle eye keen 
sight, watchfulness. eagle-eyed adjective. 


eaglet /'i:glit/ noun young eagle. 


ear’ /1a/ noun 1 organ of hearing, esp. external 
part. 2 faculty of discriminating sound. 3 atten- 
tion. call ears listening attentively. earache 
pain in inner ear. eardrum membrane of middle 
ear. earphone (usually in plural) device worn 
on ear to listen to recording, radio, etc. earplug 
device worn in ear as protection from water, 
noise, etc. earring jewellery worn on ear. 
earshot hearing-range. ear-splitting excessively 
loud. ear-trumpet trumpet-shaped tubeformerly 
used as hearing aid. 


ear’ /te/ noun seed-bearing head of cereal 
plant. 


earl /3:l/ noun British nobleman ranking 
between marquess and viscount. o earldom 
noun. 


early /'3:li/ adjective & adverb (-ier, -iest) 1 
before due, usual, or expected time. 2 not far on 
in day or night. 3 not far on in development etc.; 
of first stage. o early bird colloquial person who 
arrives, gets up, etc. early. early days too soon 
to expect results etc. 

m 1 advance, ahead of time, before time, forward, 

premature. 3 ancient, antiquated, first, initial, old, 

original, primeval, primitive. 


earmark verb set aside for special purpose. 


earn /3:m/ verb 1 obtain as reward for work or 
merit. 2 bring as income or interest. o earner 
noun. 


m 1 attain, be worthy of, deserve, merit, qualify for 
warrant, win. 2 be paid, bring in, clear, gain, get, ; 
gross, make, make a profit of, net, obtain, pocket 
realize, receive, yield. ea 


earnest /‘s:nist/ adjective intensely serious, 

nin earnest serious(ly). o earnestly adverb 

earnestness noun. . ; 
m ardent, assiduous, committed, conscientious, 
dedicated, determined, devoted, diligent, eager, 
grave, hard-working, heartfelt, impassioned, ~ 
industrious, involved, purposeful, resolved 
serious, sincere, sober, solemn, thoughtful, well 
meant, zealous. . - 


earnings /'s:n12z/ plural noun money earned. - 
| m income, pay, salary, stipend, wages. 


earth /3:0/ noun 1 planet we live on (also Earth). 
2 and and sea as opposed to sky. 3 ground. 4 soil, 
mould. 5 this world as opposed to heaven or hell. 
6 Electricity connection to earth as completion 
of circuit. 7 hole of fox etc. © verb 1 Electricity 
connect to earth. 2 cover (roots) with earth. 
cearthwork bank of earth in fortification. 
earthworm worm living in earth. run to earth 
find after long search. 


a noun 4 clay, dirt, ground, humus, loam, mould, 
soil, topsoil. 


earthen adjective made of earth or baked clay. 
o earthenware pottery made of fired clay. 


n o earthenware ceramics, china, crockery, 
crocks, porcelain, pots, pottery. 
earthly adjective 1 of earth, terrestrial. 2 collo- 
quial (usually with negative) remotely possible. 


anot an earthly colloquial no chance or idea 
whatever. 


m 1 corporeal, human, material, materialistic, 
mortal, mundane, physical, secular, temporal, 
terrestrial, worldly. 


earthquake noun violent shaking of earth’s 
surface. 


| a colloquial quake, shock, tremor. 


earthy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of or like earth of 
soil. 2 coarse, crude. 


E 2 bawdy, coarse, crude, frank, lusty, obscen® 
tibald, uninhibited. 


earwig noun insect with pincers at rear end. 


ease /i:z/ noun 1 facility, effortlessnes> 
freedom from pain, trouble, or constraint. oa 
(-sing) 1 relieve from pain etc. 2 (often + 21) Sff, 
become less burdensome or severe. 3 (often ” ile ` 
up) relax, slacken. 4 move or be moved by gen 
orce. 


m noun 1 dexterity, easiness, effortlessness, 
facility, simplicity, skill, speed, 
straightforwardness. 2 aplomb, calmness, 
comfort, composure, contentment, enjoyment, 
happiness, leisure, luxury, nonchalance, peace, 
quiet, relaxation, repose, rest, serenity, 
tranquillity. © verb 1 allay, alleviate, assuage, calm, 
comfort, lighten, mitigate, moderate, pacify, quell, 
quieten, reduce, relax, relieve, soothe, tranquillize. 
2 abate, decrease, diminish, lessen, colloquial let 
up. 4 edge, guide, inch, manoeuvre, move 
gradually, slide, slip, steer. 


easel /'i:z(ə)l/ noun stand for painting, black- 
board, etc. 

easement noun Law right of way over 
another's property. 

easily /'i:zili/ adverb 4 without difficulty. 2 by 
far. 3 very probably. 


east noun 1 point of horizon where sun rises 
at equinoxes. 2 corresponding compass point. 3 
(usually the East) eastern part of world, country, 
town, etc. oO adjective 1 towards, at, near, or 
facing east. 2 (of wind) from east. @ adverb 1 
towards, at, or near east. 2 (+ of) further east 
than. o eastbound travelling or leading east, 
East End part of London east of City. 
east-north-east, east-south-east point midway 
between east and north-east or south-east. 
Oeastward adjective, adverb, & noun. east- 
wards adverb. 


Easter /'i:stə/ noun festival of Christ's resurrec- 
tion. o Easter egg artificial usually chocolate 
egg given at Easter. Easter Saturday 1 day 
before Easter. 2 (properly) Saturday after Easter. 


easterly /‘i:stalt/ adjective & adverb 1 ineastern 
position or direction. 2 (of wind) from east. 


eastern /'i:st(ə)}n/ adjective of or in east. 
a Eastern Church Orthodox Church. o east- 
ernmost adjective. 


easterner noun native or inhabitant of east. 


easy /'i:z1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 not difficult. 2 
free from pain, trouble, or anxiety. 3 relaxed and 
pleasant. 4 compliant. @ adverb with ease; in an 
effortless or relaxed way. o easy chair large 
comfortable armchair. easygoing placid and tol- 
erant. easy on the eye, ear, etc. colloquial pleas- 
ant to look at, listen to, etc. go easy (usually + 
on, with) be sparing or cautious. take it easy 1 
proceed gently. 2 relax. o easiness noun. 
adjective 1 (easy instructions) clear, 
elementary, facile, foolproof, manageable, plain, 
simple, straightforward, uncomplicated, 

| understandable, user-friendly; (easy job) 
colloquial cushy, effortless, light, painless, 
colloquial soft, undemanding, unexacting. 2 
Carefree, comfortable, contented, cosy, colloquial 
Cushy, leisurely, painless, peaceful, relaxed, 
relaxing, restful, serene, colloquial soft, tranquil, 
unhurried, untroubled. 3 see EASYGOING. 
ū easygoing accommodating, affable, amenable, 
calm, carefree, casual, cheerful, docile, 
even-tempered, flexible, forbearing, free and easy, 
friendly, genial, happy-go-lucky, indulgent, 
informal, colloquial laid-back, lax, lenient, liberal, 


easel | echelon 


mellow, natural, nonchalant, patient, permissive, 


placid, pleasant, relaxed, tol 
paad pi olerant, unexcitable, 


eat verb (past ate /et, eit/; past participle eaten 
1 chew and swallow (food). 2 Sones foods ae 
meal. 3 (+ away, into) destroy. 4 (+ away, into) 
consume. @7oun (in plural) colloquial food. 
u eating apple one suitable for eating raw. eat 
one's heart out suffer from excessive longing. 
eat out have meal away from home, esp. in res- 
taurant. eat up eat completely. 

m 1 consume, devour, digest, feed on, ingest, live 

on, partake of, swallow. 2 banquet, breakfast, dine, 

feast, have a meal, lunch, archaic sup. 3 (eat away, 

eat into) see ERODE. 


eatable adjective fit to be eaten. © noun (usually 
in plural) food. 


a adjective digestible, edible, fit to eat, good, 
palatable, safe to eat, wholesome, 


eater noun 1 person who eats. 2 eating apple. 
eau-de-Cologne /əudəkə'ləun/ noun toilet 
water originally from Cologne. 


eaves /i:vz/ plural noun underside of projecting 
roof. 


eavesdrop verb (-pp-) listen to private conver- 
sation. oO eavesdropper noun. 


ebb noun outflow of tide. @ verb 1 flow back. 2 
decline. 


m verb 1 fall, flow back, go down, recede, retreat, 
subside. 2 see DECLINE Verb 1. 


ebony /‘ebani/ noun hard heavy black tropical 
wood. © adjective made of or black as ebony. 


ebullient /rbalient/ adjective exuberant. 
Debullience noun. ebulliently adverb. 


EC abbreviation 1 European Community. 2 East 
Central. 


eccentric /ik'sentrik/ adjective 1 odd or capri- 
cious in behaviour or appearance. 2 not placed 
centrally; not having axis etc. placed centrally. 3 
not concentric. 4 not circular. © noun eccentric 
person. ceccentrically adverb. eccentricity 
/eksen'tris-/ noun (plural -ies). 
n adjective 1 aberrant, abnormal, anomalous, 
atypical, bizarre, capricious, cranky, curious, 
freakish, grotesque, idiosyncratic, colloquial 
kinky, odd, outlandish, out of the ordinary, 
peculiar, preposterous, quaint, queer, quirky, 
singular, strange, unconventional, unorthodox, 
unusual, slang wacky, colloquial way-out, 
colloquial weird, zany. 2, 3 irregular, off-centre. 
@ noun colloquial character, colloquial crackpot, 
crank, colloquial freak, individualist, 
nonconformist, colloquial oddball, oddity, 
colloquial weirdo. 


ecclesiastic /ikli:zr'eestik/ noun clergyman. 


ecclesiastical adjective of the Church or 


clergy. 
ECG abbreviation electrocardiogram. 


echelon /‘eSalon/ noun 1 level in organization, 


echidna | edge 


society, etc. 2 wedge-shaped formation of troops, 
aircraft, etc. 
echidna /rkidno/ noun Australian egg-laying 


spiny mammal. 2 
o /'ekəv/ noun (plural -es) 1 repetition o 
Ce e e of sound waves. 2 reflected 
radio or radar beam. 3 close imitation. 4 circum- 
stanceoreventreminiscentofearlier one. © verb 
(-es, -ed) 1 resound with echo. 2 (of sound) be 
repeated. 3 repeat, imitate. ; 
u verb 1 resound, reverberate, ring, sound again. 
3 ape, copy, duplicate, emulate, imitate, mimic, 
reiterate, repeat, reproduce, say again. 


éclair /erklea/ noun finger-shaped iced cake of 
choux pastry filled with cream. 


éclat /erkla:/ noun 1 brilliant display. 2 con- 
spicuous success; prestige. 


eclectic /rklektik/ adjective selecting ideas, 
style, etc. from various sources. © noun eclectic 
person. o eclecticism /-tis-/ noun. 


eclipse /rklps/ noun 1 obscuring of light of sun 
by moon (solar eclipse) or of moon by earth 
(lunar eclipse). 2 loss of light or importance. 
verb (-sing) 1 cause eclipse of. 2 intercept 
(ight). 3 outshine, surpass. 

m verb 1 block out, blot out, cloud, conceal, cover, 

darken, dim, extinguish, obscure, veil. 3 excel, 

outdo, outshine, overshadow, put in the shade, 

surpass, top. 


eclogue /‘eklog/ noun short pastoral poem. 


ecology /rkoled31/ noun study of relations of 
organisms to one another and their surround- 
ings. o ecological /i:ke'lnd3-/ adjective. eco- 
logically /i:ka'lnd3-/ adverb. ecologist noun. 


economic /i:ke'nomik/ adjective 1 of econom- 
ics; connected with trade and industry. 2 profit- 
able. o economically adverb. 

m 1 budgetary, business, commercial, financial, 

fiscal, industrial, mercantile, monetary, trading. 2 

moneymaking, paying, profitable, remunerative. 


economical /i:kə'nomık(ə)l/ adjective sparing; 
avoiding waste. 0 economically adverb. 
m (economical housekeeper) careful, 
cheese-paring, frugal, parsimonious, provident, 
prudent, sparing, thrifty; (economical meal) 
cheap, cost-effective, inexpensive, low-priced, 
reasonable. 


economics /i:ka'nomiks/ plural noun (treated 
as singular) 1 science of production and distribu- 
tion of wealth. 2 application of this to particular 
subject. 0 economist /1'konemuist/ noun. 


economize /rkonomaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) make economies; reduce expenditure. 
m be economical, cut back, cut costs, retrench, 
ame; scrimp, skimp, spend less, tighten one’s 
elt. ; 


economy /i'konəmı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 com- 
munity’s system of wealth creation. 2 frugality. 
3 instance of this. 4 sparing use. 
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a 1 budget, economic affairs, wealth. 
parsimony, providence, prudence, reat usally, 
saving, thrift. 4 see BREVITY. s 


ecosystem /‘i:kousistem/ noun biological co 
munity of interacting organisms and their the 
ical environment. 
ecru /‘etkru:/ noun light fawn colour. 
ecstasy /‘ekstasi/ noun (plural -ies) 4 oy, 
whelming joy or rapture. 2 slang type of hall 
cinogenic drug. o ecstatic /1k'steetrk/ adjective 
a 4 bliss, delight, delirium, elation, enthusiasm 
euphoria, exaltation, fervour, frenzy, gratification 
happiness, joy, rapture, thrill, trance, transport, | 
u ecstatic blissful, delighted, delirious, elated 
enraptured, enthusiastic, euphoric, exhilarated, 
exultant, fervent, frenzied, gleeful, happy, joyful 
orgasmic, overjoyed, over the moon, rapturous, 
transported. 


ECT abbreviation electroconvulsive therapy. 

ectoplasm /'ektəuplæz(ə)m/ noun supposed 
viscous substance exuding from body of spiritu- 
alistic medium during trance. 

ecu /‘ekju:/ noun (also Ecu) (plural-s) European 
Currency Unit. 

ecumenical /i:kju:'mentk(e)l/ adjective 1 of or 
representing whole Christian world. 2 seeking 
worldwide Christian unity. o ecumenism 
/i:'kju:men-/ noun. 

eczema /‘eksmo/ noun kind of inflammation of 
skin. 

ed. abbreviation 1 edited by. 2 edition. 3 editor. 

Edam /'i:dæm/ noun round Dutch cheese with 
red rind. 

eddy /‘ed1/ noun (plural-ies) circular movement 
of water, smoke etc. © verb (-ies, -led) move in 
eddies. 

m noun maelstrom, swirl, vortex, whirl, whirlpool, 

whirlwind. © verb spin, swirl, turn, whirl. 


edelweiss /'erd(ə)lvars/ noun Alpine plant with 
woolly white bracts. 

edema US = OEDEMA. 

Eden /'i:d(ə)n/ noun (in full Garden of Eden) 1 
home of Adam and Eve. 2 delightful place 0r 
state. 


. edge noun 1 boundary line or margin of area or 


surface. 2 narrow surface of thin object. 3 
meeting-line of surfaces. 4 sharpened side i 
blade. 5 sharpness. 6 brink of precipice. 7 or 
ofridge. 8 effectiveness. @ verb (-ging) 1 advan 
gradually or furtively. 2 give or form bo. a g 
3 sharpen. n edgeways, edgewise with r 
foremost or uppermost. have the edge onion 
have slight advantage over. on edge excit use 
irritable. set (person's) teeth on edge © 
unpleasant nervous sensation in. 

m noun 1 border, boundary, brim, brink, rb, 
circumference, edging, frame, fringe, hem, ke! 
limit, lip, margin, outline, outskirts, perimeter ss, 
periphery, rim, selvage, side, verge. 5 acuten ich, 
keenness, sharpness. @ verb 1 crawl, croan, aN 
move stealthily, sidle, slink, steal, work one 
worm. 2 bind, border, fringe, hem, trim. 
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edging noun thing forming edge or border. 

edgy adjective (ier, -iest) irritable; anxious. 
oedginess noun. 

edible /'edīb(ə)l/ adjective fit to be eaten. @ noun 
(in plural) food. 


n digestible, eatable, fit to eat, palatable, safe to 
| eat, wholesome. 


edict /‘i:dtkt/ noun order proclaimed by author- 
ity. 

edifice /‘edifis/ noun building, esp. imposing 
one. 

edify /‘edifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) improve morally. 
o edification noun. 

edit /‘edit/ verb (-t-) 1 prepare for publication or 
broadcast. 2 be editor of. 3 cut and collate (films, 
tapes, etc.) to make unified sequence. 4 reword, 
modify. 5 (+ out) remove (part) from text, record- 
ing, etc. 

a 1 adapt, annotate, arrange, assemble, compile, 

dub (sounds), format, get ready, organize, prepare, 

proof-read, put together, select. 3 collate, cut, put 

together, splice. 4 abridge, adapt, alter, amend, 

bowdlerize, censor, clean up, condense, correct, 

cut, emend, expurgate, modify, polish, rearrange, 

rephrase, revise, reword, rewrite, shorten. 5 (edit 

out) cut out, delete, erase, expunge, expurgate. 


edition /rdif(e)n/ noun 1 edited or published 

- form of book etc. 2 copies of book or newspaper 
etc. issued at one time. 3 instance of regular 
broadcast. 


a 1, 2 copy, issue, number, printing, print run, 
publication, version. 


editor /‘edita/ moun 1 person who edits. 2 person 
who directs writing of newspaper or news pro- 
gramme or section of one. 3 person who selects 
material for publication. o editorship noun. 


editorial /edr'to:r1el/ adjective of editing or an 
editor. © noun article giving newspaper’s views 
on current topic. 


educate /‘edjukert/ verb (-ting) 1 train or 
instruct mentally and morally. 2 provide system- 
atic instruction for. o educable adjective. edu- 
cated adjective. education noun. educational 
adjective. educator noun. 
@ bring up, civilize, coach, counsel, cultivate, 
discipline, drill, edify, enlighten, guide, improve, 
inculcate, indoctrinate, inform, instruct, lecture, 
nurture, rear, school, teach, train, tutor. 
educated cultured, enlightened, erudite, 
knowledgeable, learned, literate, numerate, 
Sophisticated, trained, well bred, well read. 
education coaching, curriculum, enlightenment, 
guidance, indoctrination, instruction, schooling, 
syllabus, teaching, training, tuition. 


educationist noun (also educationalist) 
expert in educational methods. 

Edwardian /ed'wo:dren/ adjective of or charac- 
teristic of reign (1901-10) of Edward VII. e noun 
person of this period. 


EEC abbreviation European Economic Com- 
munity. 


edging | effigy 


EEG abbreviation electroencephalogram. 

eel noun snakelike fish.’ 

eerie /‘teri/ adjective Cr, -st) strange; wei 
ee en eas Noun, oS saan 

m colloquial creepy, frightening, ghostly, 

mysterious, colloquial scary, spectral, colloquial 


spooky, strange, uncanny, unearthly, unnatural, 
weird. 


efface /rfets/ verb (-cing) 1 rub or wipe out. 2 
surpass, eclipse. 3 (efface oneself) treat oneself 
as unimportant. o effacement noun. 


effect /rfekt/ noun 1 result, consequence. 2 effi- 

cacy. 3 impression. 4 (in plural) possessions. 5 

(in plural) lighting, sound, etc. giving realism to 

play, ete; 6 physical phenomenon. © verb bring 
ut. 


USAGE Asa verb, effect should not be confused 
with affect. He effected an entrance means ‘He got 
in (somehow)’, but This won’t affect me means 
‘My life won’t be changed by this’. 

m noun 1 aftermath, conclusion, consequence, 
impact, influence, issue, outcome, repercussion, 
result, sequel, upshot. 3 feeling, illusion, 
impression, sensation, sense. © verb 
accomplish, achieve, bring about, bring in, carry 
out, cause, create, effectuate, execute, implement, 
initiate, make, produce, put into effect, secure. 


effective adjective 1 operative. 2 impressive. 3 
actual. 4 producing intended effect. o effectively 
adverb. effectiveness noun. 

m 1 functional, operational, operative. 2 cogent, 

compelling, convincing, impressive, persuasive, 

potent, powerful, striking, strong, telling. 3 actual, 
real. 4 able, capable, competent, effectual, 
efficacious, efficient, productive, proficient, 
serviceable, successful, useful, worthwhile. 


effectual /rfektfuəl/ adjective 1 producing 
required effect. 2 valid. 


effectuate /rfektJuert/ verb cause to happen. 


effeminate /rfemmat/ adjective (of a man) 
unmanly, womanish. o effeminacy noun. 


u colloquial camp, effete, girlish, colloquial sissy, 
| unmanly, weak, derogatory womanish. 
effervesce /efa'ves/ verb (-cing) give off 
bubbles of gas. o effervescence noun. efferves- 
cent adjective. 
u bubble, ferment, fizz, foam, froth, sparkle. 
u effervescent bubbling, bubbly, carbonated, 
fizzy, foaming, frothy, gassy, sparkling. 


effete /rfi:t/ adjective feeble; effeminate. 
efficacious /efikerfas/ adjective producing 
desired effect. o efficacy [‘eftkest/ noun. 
cient /rfis(e)nt/ adjective 1 productive with 
pune ae of effort. 2 competent, capable. 
u efficiency noun. efficiently adverb. 
m 1 cost-effective, economic, effective, productive, ; 
streamlined, thrifty. 2 see COMPETENT. 


effigy /‘efids1/ noun (plural -ies) sculpture or 
model of person. 


effloresce | élan 


effloresce /eflo:'res/ verb (cing) burst into 
flower. o efflorescence noun. 
effluence /‘efluans/ noun 1 flowing out (of light, 
electricity, etc.). 2 what flows out. 
uent /‘efluent/ adjective flowing out. © noun 
omer RW waste discharged into 
river etc. 2 stream flowing from lake etc. 


effluvium /rflu:viem/ moun (plural -via) 
unpleasant or harmful outflow. 

effort /‘efat/ noun 1 exertion. 2 determined 
attempt. 3 force exerted. 4 colloquial something 
accomplished. o effortless adjective. effort- 
lessly adverb. effortlessness noun. 

m 4 application, diligence, colloquial elbow 

grease, endeavour, exertion, industry, labour, 

pains, strain, stress, striving, struggle, toil, literary 

travail, trouble, work. 2 attempt, endeavour, go, try, 

venture. 4 accomplishment, achievement, exploit, 

feat, job, outcome, result. 


effrontery /rfrantar1/ oun impudence. 

effuse /1'fju:z/ verb (-sing) pour forth. 

effusion /1'fju:3(e)n/ noun outpouring. 

effusive /rfju:stv/ adjective demonstrative; 
gushing. oeffusively adverb. effusiveness 
noun. 


į m demonstrative, ebullient, enthusiastic, 
exuberant, fulsome, gushing, lavish, over the top, 
profuse, voluble. 


EFL abbreviation English as a foreign language. 


Efta /'efta/ noun (also EFTA) European Free 
Trade Association. 

e.g. abbreviation for example. 

egalitarian /igzlrtearien/ adjective of or 
advocating equal rights for all. © noun egalitar- 
ian person. o egalitarianism noun. 


egg' noun 1 body produced by female of birds, 
insects, etc., capable of developing into new indi- 
vidual. 2 edible egg of domestic hen. 3 ovum. 
oeggcup cup for holding boiled egg. egghead 
colloquial intellectual. eggplant aubergine. egg 
white white or clear part round yolk of egg. 

egg’ verb (+ on) urge. 

eglantine /‘eglontam/ noun sweet-brier. 

ego l'i:gəu/ noun (plural -s) 1 the self. 2 part of 
mind that has sense of individuality. 3 self- 
esteem. . 

egocentric /i:gau'sentrik/ adjective self- 
centred. 0 egocentricity noun. 

egoism /‘i:gauiz(e)m/ noun 1 self-interest as 
moral basis of behaviour. 2 systematic 
selfishness. 3 egotism. o egoist noun. egoistic 
/-"1s-/ adjective. 

m egocentricity, egotism, narcissism, pride, 

self-centredness, self-importance, self-interest, 

selfishness, self-love, self-regard, vanity. 


egotism /'i:gatiz(e)m/ noun 1 self-conceit. 2 
selfishness. o egotist noun. egotistic(al) /-'tis-/ 
adjective. 


m Degotistic conceited, egocentric, 
overweening, self-admiring, self-centred, selfish. 


Z 238 
egregious /rgri:d3əs/ adjective 4 
bad. 2 archaic remarkable. extremely 
egress /‘i:gres/ noun 1 going out. 2 way out 
egret /‘i:grit/ noun kind of white heron, 
Egyptian /rdzmf(e)n/ adjective of g 
@noun 1 native or national of Egypt. 2 lan Sypt 
of ancient Egyptians. Suage 


Egyptology /i:dsip'toledst/ noun study op 
ancient Egypt. o Egyptologist noun. 

eh /e1/ interjection colloquial: expressing inqui 
surprise, etc. Y, 
eider /'aidə/ noun northern species of duck. 
o eiderdown quilt stuffed with soft material, 
esp. down. 


eight /ert/ adjective & noun 1 one more than 
seven. 2 8-oared boat. 3 its crew. o eightsome 
reel lively Scottish dance for 8 people. o eighth 
/ert®/ adjective & noun. 


eighteen /er'ti:n/ adjective & noun one more 
than seventeen. o eighteenth adjective & noun. 


eighty /‘ertt/ adjective & noun (plural -ies) eight 
times ten. o eightieth adjective & noun. 

eisteddfod /ar'stedfed/ moun congress of Welsh 
poets and musicians gathering for musical and 
literary competition. 


either /‘atda, 'i:6a/ adjective & pronoun 1 one or 
other of two. 2 each of two. oadverb (with 
negative) any more than the other. o either ... 
or ... as one possibility ... and as the other .... 


ejaculate /rd3ekjuleit/ verb (-ting) 1 emit 
(semen) in orgasm. 2 exclaim. o ejaculation 
noun. 


eject /r'dzekt/ verb 1 throw out, expel. 2 (of pilot 
etc.) cause oneself to be propelled from 
in emergency. 3 emit. o ejection noun. 
a 1 banish, boot out, bundle out, deport, x 
discharge, dismiss, drive out, evict, exile, expel, get 
rid of, kick out, oust, push out, put out, remove, 
colloquial sack, send out, shoot out, shove out, 
throw out, turn out. 3 see EMIT. 


ejector seat noun device in aircraft for emer- 
gency ejection of pilot etc. 


eke verb (eking) neke out 1 supplement 
(income etc.). 2 make (living) or supp? 
(existence) with difficulty. 


elaborate adjective /rlæbərət/ 1 minutely 
worked out. 2 complicated. © verb /rlebert? 
(ting) 1 work out or explain in detail. 2 ma A 
more intricate. o elaborately adverb. elabo! 
ation noun. 
m adjective 1 detailed, exhaustive, intricate, 
meticulous, minute, painstaking, thorough. d 
baroque, busy, Byzantine, complex, complicate® 
decorative, fancy, fantastic, fussy, intricate, 
involved, ornamental, ornamented, oman 
rococo, showy. © verb add to, adorn, a 3 
PEET develop, embellish, ee 
on, enrich, expand (on), expatiate on, fill out, 
out, give details of, improve on, ornament. 


élan Jerla J noun vivacity, dash. [French] 
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eland /'i:lənd/ noun (plural same or -s) large 
‘African antelope. 


elapse /1'lzps/ verb (-sing) (of time) pass by. 
u go by, lapse, pass, slip by. 


elastic /rlestik/ adjective 1 able to resume 
normal bulk or shape after being stretched or 
squeezed. 2 springy. 3 flexible, adaptable. © noun 
elastic cord or fabric, usually woven with strips 
of rubber. o elastic band rubber band. o elasti- 
city /i:le'stis-/ noun. 

n adjective 1, 2 bouncy, ductile, expandable, 

flexible, plastic, pliable, pliant, resilient, rubbery, 

springy, stretchable, stretchy, yielding. 


elasticated /rlestikeitid/ adjective (of fabric) 
made elastic by weaving with rubber thread. 


elate /r'lert/ verb (-ting) (esp. as elated adjective) 
make delighted or proud. o elation noun. 


elbow /‘elbau/ noun 1 joint between forearm and 
upper arm. 2 part of sleeve covering elbow. 3 
elbow-shaped thing. overb 1 thrust or jostle 
(person). 2 make (one’s way) thus. o elbow 
grease colloquial vigorous polishing; hard work. 
elbow room colloquial adequate space to move 
or work in. | 

elder‘ /‘elda/ adjective older; senior. © noun 1 
older person. 2 official in early Christian and 
some modern Churches. 


elder? /‘elda/ noun tree with white flowers and 
black elderberries. 


elderly /‘eldali/ adjective rather old. 
n aged, ageing, getting on, old, oldish. 
eldest /‘eldist/ adjective first-born; oldest sur- 
viving. 
eldorado /elda'ra:dau/ noun (plural-s) imagin- 
ary land of great wealth. 


elect /r'lekt/ verb 1 choose by voting. 2 choose, 
decide. © adjective 1 chosen. 2 select, choice. 3 
(after noun) chosen but not yet in office. 

a verb adopt, appoint, choose, name, nominate, 

opt for, pick, select, vote for. © adjective 1 chosen, 

elected, selected. 3 designate, to be. 


election /r'leks(a)n/ noun 1 electing, being 
elected. 2 occasion for this. 


a 1 choice, selection, voting. 2 ballot, plebiscite, 
poll, referendum, vote. 


electioneer /lekfa'nıə/ verb take part in elec- 
tion campaign. 


| a campaign, canvass. 


elective [tlektrv/ adjective 1 chosen by or 
derived from election. 2 entitled to elect. 3 
optional. 
elector /rlekta/ noun person entitled to vote in 
election. n electoral adjective. 
electorate /rlektarat/ noun group of electors. 
m constituents, electors, voters. 


electric /rlektrik/ adjective 1 of, worked by, or 
charged with electricity. 2 causing or charged 
with excitement. o electric blanket one heated 


eland | electronic 


by internal wires. electric chair chair 
electrocution of criminals. electric af Abi 
fish able to give electric shock. electric fire port- 
able electric heater. electric shock effect of 
sudden discharge of electricity through body of 
person etc. o electrically adverb. 


a 1 battery-operated, electrical, mains-operated. 
2 see EXCITING (EXCITE). 


electrical adjective of or worked by electricity. 
o electrically adverb. 


electrician /lek'trıf(ə)n/ noun person who 
installs or maintains electrical equipment. 
electricity /dek'trisitr/ noun 1 form of energy 


present in protons and electrons. 2 science of 
electricity. 3 supply of electricity. 


| m 3 current, energy, power, power supply. 


electrify /rlektrifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 charge 
with electricity. 2 convert to electric working. 3 
Startle, excite. o electrification noun. 


elects: combining form of or caused by electri- 
city. 

electrocardiogram /ilektrau‘ka:diegrem/ 
noun. record of electric currents generated by 
heartbeat. o electrocardiograph instrument for 
recording such currents. 


electroconvulsive /iektrauken'valstv/ ad- 
jective (of therapy) using convulsive response to 
electric shocks. 

electrocute /rlektrakju:t/ verb (-ting) kill by 
electric shock. celectrocution /-kju:{(e)n/ 
noun. 

electrode /rlektroud/ moun conductor through 
which electricity enters or leaves electrolyte, 
gas, vacuum, etc. 

electroencephalogram 4 
/ilektreum'sefelegreem/ noun record ofelectrical 
activity of brain. oelectroencephalograph 
instrument for recording such activity. 

electrolysis /iek'trolisis/ noun 1 chemical 
decomposition by electric action. 2 breaking up 
of tumours, hair-roots, etc. thus. 

electrolyte /rlektralait/ noun 1 solution that 
can conduct electricity. 2 substance that can dis- 
solve to produce this. o electrolytic /-trau'lit-/ 
adjective. 

electromagnet /ilektrau'megnit/ noun soft 
metal core made into magnet by electric current 
through coil surrounding it. 

electromagnetism /llektreu'meegnitiz(3)m/ 
noun 1 magnetic forces produced by electricity. 
2 study of these. 

lectron /rlektron/ noun stable elementary 

Tarticle vith charge of negative electricity, 
found in all atoms and acting as primary carrier 
of electricity in solids. 0 electron microscope 
one with high magnification, using electron 
beam instead of light. 

electronic /1lek'trontk/ adjective 1 of electrons 
or electronics. 2 (of music) produced electronic- 
ally. o electronic mail messages distributed by 
a computer system. 0 electronically adverb. 


electronics | elm 


ctronics plural noun (treated as singular) 
Wee ernaverent ofelectrons in vacuum, gas, 
semiconductor, etc. si TA, 
ctroplate /rlektreuplert/ verb (-ting) coa 
S rp a n, silver, etc. by electrolysis. 
e noun electroplated articles. 
elegant /‘eligant/ adjective 1 graceful, tasteful, 
refined. 2 ingeniously simple. 0 elegance noun. 
elegantly adverb. À 
m ‘artistic, beautiful, chic, courtly, cultivated, 
dapper, debonair, dignified, exquisite, 
fashionable, fine, genteel, graceful, gracious, 
handsome, luxurious, modish, noble, pleasing, 
colloquial plush, colloquial posh, refined, smart, 
soigné(e), sophisticated, splendid, stately, 
stylish, suave, tasteful, urbane, well bred. 


elegiac /elr'dsarek/ adjective used for elegies; 
mournful. 

elegy /‘elidst/ noun (plural -ies) sorrowful song 
or poem, esp. for the dead. 


| a dirge, lament, requiem. 


element /‘elmont/ noun 1 component part. 2 
substance which cannot be resolved by chemical 
means into simpler substances. 3 any of the four 
elements (earth, water, air, fire) formerly sup- 
posed to make up all matter. 4 person’s preferred 
surroundings. 5 wire that gives out heat in elec- 
tricheater, cooker, etc. 6 (in plural) atmospheric 
agencies. 7 (in plural) rudiments, first prin- 
ciples. 8 (in plural) bread and wine of Eucharist. 
oin one’s element in one’s preferred situation. 

m 1 component, constituent, detail, essential, 

factor, feature, fragment, ingredient, part, piece, 

small amount, unit. 4 domain, environment, 
habitat, medium, sphere, territory. 6 (elements) 

See WEATHER NOUN. 7 (elements) see RUDIMENT 1. 


elemental /el'ment(ə)l/ adjective 1 of or like 
the elements or the forces of nature. 2 basic, 
essential. 


elementary /el'menteari/ adjective 1 dealing 
with simplest facts of subject. 2 unanalysable. 
o elementary particle Physics subatomic par- 
ticle, esp. one not known to consist of simpler 
ones. 
a 1 basic, early, easy, first, fundamental, initial, 
introductory, primary, principal, rudimentary, 
simple, straightforward, uncomplicated, 
understandable. 


elephant /'elif(e)nt/ noun (plural same or -s) 
Jarpest living land animal, with trunk and ivory 


elephantiasis /elifən'tarəsıs/ noun disease 
causing gross enlargement of limbs etc. 
elephantine /elrfeentam/ adjective 4 of el 
phants. 2 huge. 3 clumsy. i 
ee ee co 1 lift up, raise. 2 
ait in rank etc. 3 (usually as elevated adjecti 
raise morally or intellectually. eee) 
L 1 hold up, jack up, lift, make higher, raise, rear, 
uplift. 2 boost, exalt, move up, promote, upgrade. 


3 (elevated) see HIGH adjective 1;4, N 
adjective 2. : ae 
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elevation noun 1 elevating, bei 
angle above horizontal. 3 height above. 2 
level. 4 drawing showing one side of bulge 
elevator noun 1 US lift. 2 movable part ae 
plane for changing aircraft's altitude. 3 hoe 


machine. isting 
eleven /rlev(s)n/ adjective & noun 1 o; 

than ten. 2 team of 11 people in ericka e 
o eleventh hour last possible moment. n el 
enth adjective & noun. ev- 
elevenses /rlevənzız/ noun colloquia, 
mid-morning refreshment. loquial light 


elfnoun (pluralelves /elvz/) mythological bein 
esp. small and mischievous one. o elfish adjec. 
tive. 

elfin /‘elfm/ adjective of elves; elflike. 

elicit /rlisit/ verb (-t-) draw out (facts, response, 
etc.). 

n bring out, call forth, derive, draw out, evoke, 

extort, extract, get, obtain, wrest, wring. 


elide /rlaid/ verb (-ding) omit in pronunciation, 

eligible /'eld3ib(ə)l/ adjective 1 (often + for) fit 
or entitled to be chosen. 2 desirable or suitable, 
esp. for marriage. o eligibility noun. 

m 1 acceptable, allowed, authorized, competent, 

equipped, fit, fitting, proper, qualified, worthy. 2 

appropriate, available, desirable, suitable. 


eliminate /rlmmert/ verb (-ting) 1 remove, get 
rid of. 2 exclude. o elimination noun. eliminator 
noun. 
a 1 abolish, annihilate, delete, destroy, dispense 
with, colloquial do away with, eject, end, eradicate, 
exterminate, extinguish, finish off, get rid of, kill, 
murder, put an end to, remove, stamp out. 2 cut 
out, drop, exclude, knock out, leave out, omit, 
reject. 


elision /1l13(a)n/ noun omission of vowel or syl 
lable in pronunciation. 

elite /rli:t/ noun (also élite) 1 best part of larger 
body or group. 2 (the elite) group within society 
regarded as superior and favoured. 


m 1 best, cream, pick. 2 aristocracy, gentry, jetset, 
nobility. 


elitism noun (also élitism) advocacy of or ia 
ance on dominance by select group. O eli 
noun & adjective (also élitist). E 
elixir /rltkste/ noun 4 alchemist’s prepar: i 
supposedly able to change metal into go i 
prolong life indefinitely. 2 aromatic medicin a 
Elizabethan /ilma'bi:0(e)n/ adjective of time 
Elizabeth I or II. © noun person of this time. 
elk noun (plural same or -s) large type of deer 
ellipse /rlips/ noun regular oval. ia) 
ellipsis /rlpsıs/ noun (plural ellipses bes lee 
omission of words needed to complete con 
tion or sense. ike an 
elliptical /rimptik(e)l/ adjective 1 of or | 
ellipse. 2 (of language) confusingly conch” its 
elm noun 4 tree with rough serrated leaves- 
wood. 
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elocution /elo'kju:S(a)n/ noun art of clear and 
expressive speaking. 

elongate /‘i:longert/ verb (-ting) lengthen, 
extend. o elongation noun. 

elope /rleup/ verb (-ping) run away to marry 
secretly. o elopement noun. 

eloquence /‘elokwens/ noun fluent and effect- 


ive use of language. 0 eloquent adjective. elo- 
quently adverb. 


m o eloquent articulate, expressive, fluent, 
forceful, glib, moving, persuasive, plausible, 
powerful, unfaltering. 


else /els/ adverb 1 besides. 2 instead. 3 other- 
wise; if not. o elsewhere in or to some other 
place. 

elucidate /rlu:sidert/ verb (-ting) throw light 
on, explain. o elucidation noun. 

elude /rlu:d/ verb (-ding) 1 escape adroitly from. 
2 avoid. 3 baffle. 

u 1 avoid, dodge, escape, foil, get away from, give 

(person) the slip, shake off, slip away from. 2 

avoid, circumvent, dodge, evade. 


elusive /r'lu:stv/ adjective 1 difficult to find, 
catch, or remember. 2 avoiding the point raised. 
Uelusiveness noun. 

u 1 (an elusive person) always on the move, 

evasive, fugitive, hard to find, shifting, slippery; 

(an elusive quality) baffling, hard to pin down, 

indefinable, intangible, puzzling. 2 ambiguous, 

deceptive, evasive, indirect. 


elver /‘elva/ noun young eel. 
elves plural of ELF. 


Elysium /rlwziem/ noun 1 Greek Mythology 
home of the blessed after death. 2 place of ideal 
happiness. o Elysian adjective. 


em noun Printing unit of measurement approxi- 
mately equal to width of M. 


emaciate /rmeisiett/ verb (-ting) (esp. as ema- 
ciated adjective) make thin or feeble. a emaci- 
ation noun. 

u (emaciated) anorexic, atrophied, bony, 

cadaverous, gaunt, haggard, shrivelled, skeletal, 

skinny, thin, underfed, undernourished, wasted 

away, wizened. 


emanate /‘emonert/ verb (ting) (usually + 
from) issue or originate (from source). 0 eman- 
ation noun. 


emancipate /r'mensipet/ verb (ting) free 
from social, political, or moral restraint. 
o emancipation noun. 


m deliver, discharge, enfranchise, free, give rights 
to, let go, liberate, loose, release, set free, 
unchain. 


emasculate verb /i'meskjulert/ (ting) 1 
enfeeble. 2 castrate. © adjective /1meskjulet/ 1 
enfeebled. 2 castrated. 3 effeminate. o emascu- 
lation noun. 


embalm /m'ba:m/ verb 1 preserve (corpse) 


from decay. 2 preserve from oblivion. 3 make 
fragrant. 


elocution | emblem 


embankment /m'benkment/ noun bank con- 
Structed to confine water or carry road or 
railway. 


m bank, causeway, dam, earthwork, mound, 
rampart. 


embargo /m'ba:gəu/ noun (plural -es) 1 order 
forbidding ships to enter or leave port. 2 suspen- 
Sion of commerce or other activity. © verb (-es, 
-ed) place under embargo. 


embark /m'ba:k/ verb1 putor goon board ship. 
2 (+ on, in) begin (enterprise). 


u 1 board, get on, go aboard. 2 (embark on) see 
BEGIN 1. 


embarkation /emba:'kers(e)n/ moun em- 
barking on ship. 


embarrass /m'bærəs/ verb 1 make (person) 
feel awkward or ashamed. 2 (as embarrassed 
adjective) feeling ashamed or self-conscious. 3 
encumber. 4 (as embarrassed adjective) encum- 
bered with debts. o embarrassing adjective. 
embarrassment noun. 
m 1 abash, chagrin, confuse, discomfit, 
discompose, disconcert, discountenance, 
disgrace, distress, fluster, humiliate, make 
(person) blush, mortify, shame, show up, upset. 2 
(embarrassed) see ASHAMED 1. 0 embarrassing 
see AWKWARD 3,4, SHAMEFUL. 


embassy /‘embas1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 ambas- 
sador’s residence or offices. 2 deputation to 
foreign government. - 


embattled /m'bæt(ə)ld/ adjective 1 prepared 
or arrayed for battle. 2 fortified with battle- 
ments. 3 under heavy attack. 4 in trying circum- 
stances. 

embed /m'bed/ verb (also imbed) (-dd-) (esp. as 
embedded adjective) fix in surrounding mass. 

embellish /nm'beltS/ verb 1 beautify, adorn. 2 
improve story etc. with invented details. 
u embellishment noun. 

a 1 adorn, beautify, deck, decorate, embroider, 

garnish, ornament, colloquial tart up, colloquial 

titivate. 2 see ELABORATE Verb. 


ember /‘emba/ noun (usually in plural) small 
piece of glowing coal etc. in dying fire. o ember 
days days of fasting and prayer in Christian 
Church, associated with ordinations. 

embezzle /m'bez(ə)l/ verb (-ling) divert 
(money) fraudulently to own use. o embezzie- 
ment noun. embezzler noun. 

appropriate, misapply, misappropriate, 

peculate, steal, take fraudulently. 

n embezzlement fraud, misappropriation, 

misuse of funds, peculation, stealing, theft. 


embitter /m'bıtə/ verb arouse bitter feelings in. 
o embittered adjective. embitterment noun. 


a o embittered angry, bitter, disillusioned, 
| envious, rancorous, resentful, sour. 
emblazon /m'blerz(ə)n/ verb portray or adorn 


conspicuously. 
emblem /‘emblam/ noun 1 symbol. 2 (+ of) type, 


embody | emotive 


embodiment of. 3 distinctive badge. 0 emblem- 
atic /-mæt-/ adjective. ; 

| m 1,3 badge, crest, device, image, insignia, logo, 
mark, seal, sign, symbol, token. 


embody /1m'bodi/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 give con- 
crete form to. 2 be expression of. 3 include, com- 
prise. o embodiment noun. 
m 4 manifest, personify. 2 exemplify, express, 
represent, stand for, symbolize. 3 bring together, 
combine, comprise, embrace, enclose, gather 
together, include, incorporate, integrate, involve, 
take in, unite. 


embolden /m'bəuld(ə)n/ verb encourage. 


embolism /‘embaliz(a)m/ noun obstruction of 
artery by blood clot etc. 


emboss /m'bos/ verb carve or decorate with 
design in relief. 

embrace /m'breis/ verb (-cing) 1 hold closely 
in arms. 2 enclose. 3 accept, adopt. 4 include. 
@ noun act of embracing; clasp. 

verb 1 clasp, cling to, cuddle, enfold, grasp, hold, 

hug, kiss, snuggle up to. 3 accept, adopt, espouse, 

welcome. 4 see EMBODY 3. 


embrasure /m'brerzə/ noun 1 bevelling of wall 
at sides of window etc. 2 opening in parapet for 
gun. 

embrocation /embro'ke1J(a)n/ noun liquid for 
rubbing on body to relieve muscular pain. 


embroider /m'broida/ verb 1 decorate with 
needlework. 2 embellish. o embroidery noun. 


embroil /m'brəl/ verb (often + in) involve (in 
conflict or difficulties). o embroilment noun. 


embryo /‘embrisu/ noun (plural -s) 1 unborn 
or unhatched offspring. 2 thing in rudimentary 
stage. o embryonic /-'nn-/ adjective. 
a o embryonic early, immature, just beginning, 
rudimentary, underdeveloped, undeveloped, 
unformed. 


emend /rmend/ verb correct; remove errors 
from (text etc.). o emendation /i:-/ noun. 


emerald /'emər(ə)ld/ noun 4 bright green gem. 
2 colour of this. © adjective bright green. 


emerge /'m3:d3/ verb (-ging) come up or out 
into view or notice. o emergence noun. emer- 
gent adjective. 

@ appear, arise, be revealed, come out, come to 
light, come to notice, emanate, issue forth, leak 
out, peep (through), pop up, proceed, surface, 
transpire, turn out. 


emergency /rm3:d3ənsı/ noun (plural -ies) 
eaten State of danger etc., requiring immediate 
action. 


a crisis, danger, difficulty, exigency, predicament, 
serious situation. 


emeritus /t'merttes/ adjective retired and 
holding honorary title. 


emery /'emərī/ noun coarse corundum for pol- 


ishing metal etc. u emery board 
anne ry boa emery-coated 
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emetic /1'mettk/ adjective that cau: 
@ noun emetic medicine. ae Vomiting. 


emigrate /‘emigreit/ verb (-ting) leave 
country to settle in another. u emigrant na 
adjective. emigration noun. ng 


émigré /‘emigret/ noun emigrant, esp, 
exile. P. Political 


eminence /‘emmoens/ noun 1 reco 
superiority. 2 raised ground. 3 (His, Yo 
Eminence) title used of or to cardinal. a 


eminent /‘emment/ adjective dist 
notable. o eminently adverb. 

u august, celebrated, conspicuous, 

distinguished, elevated, esteemed, exalted, 

famous, great, honoured, illustrious, important 

notable, noted, noteworthy, outstanding, i 

pre-eminent, prominent, renowned, well known. 


guished, 


emir /e'mte/ noun (also amir /a'mia/) title of 
various Muslim rulers. 


emirate /‘emirat/ noun position, reign, or 
domain of emir. 


emissary /‘emiser1/ noun (plural -ies) person 
sent on diplomatic mission. 


emit /r'mıt/ verb (-tt-) give or send out; discharge. 
u emission /1'm1J(a)n/ noun. 

n belch, discharge, disgorge, ejaculate, eject, 

exhale, expel, exude, give off, give out, issue, 

radiate, send out, spew out, spout, transmit, vent, 

vomit. 


emollient /r'molient/ adjective softening, sooth- 
ing. © noun emollient substance. 


emolument /rmoljument/ noun fee from 
employment; salary. 

emotion /1'mavuS(a)n/ noun 1 strong instinctive 
feeling suchas love or fear. 2 emotional intensity 
or sensibility. o emotionless adjective. 

a 1 feeling, passion, sentiment. 2 agitation, 

excitement, feeling, fervour, intensity, passion, 

sentiment, warmth. 


emotional adjective 1 of or expressing 
emotion(s). 2 especially liable to emotion. 3 
arousing emotion. o emotionalism noun. emo- 
tionally adverb. 


USAGE See note at EMOTIVE. 


m 1 ardent, emotive, excited, fervent, heartfelt, 
heated, impassioned, moved, passionate, t 
sentimental, stirred, subjective, touched. 2 arden 
demonstrative, enthusiastic, excitable, fiery, 
hot-headed, intense, irrational, moved, 
passionate, romantic, stirred, touched, 
warm-hearted, worked up. 3 affecting, biased, 
emotive, heart-rending, inflammatory, loaded, 
moving, pathetic, poignant, prejudiced, hing- 
provocative, sentimental, stirring, tender, touc 


emotive /rmavtrv/ adjective of or arousing 
emotion. 
USAGE Although the senses of emotive and ne 


‘ I the 
tional overlap, emotive is more common issue 
sense ‘arousing emotion’, as in an emotive 


243 


and only emotional can mean ‘especially liable to 
emotion’, as in a highly emotional person. 


empanel /im'pzn(e)I/ verb (also impanel) (-Il-; 
US -1-) enter (jury) on panel. 

empathize /‘emp20a1z/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) (usually + with) exercise empathy. 

empathy /‘empea6i/ noun ability to identify with 
person or object. o empathetic adjective. 


emperor /'empərə/ noun ruler of empire. 


emphasis /‘emfesis/ noun (plural emphases 
/-si:z/) 1 importance attached to something. 2 sig- 
nificant stress on word(s). 3 vigour of expression 
etc. 

a 1 attention, gravity, importance, priority, 

prominence, stress, urgency, weight. 2 accent, 

stress. 3 force, intensity, strength, vigour. 


emphasize /‘emfosarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) lay stress on. 

m accent, accentuate, bring out, dwell on, focus 

on, give emphasis to, highlight, insist on, make 

obvious, play up, point up, rub it in, spotlight, 

stress, underline, underscore. 


emphatic /m'fætik/ adjective 1 forcibly 
expressive. 2 (of word) bearing emphasis (e.g. 
myself in Idid it myself ). emphatically adverb. 
u 1 affirmative, assertive, categorical, confident, 
definite, dogmatic, firm, forceful, insistent, 
positive, pronounced, resolute, strong, 
uncompromising, unequivocal. 


emphysema /emfi'si:me/ noun disease of 
lungs causing breathlessness. 

empire /‘empaie/ noun 1 large group of states 
under single authority. 2 supreme dominion. 3 
large commercial organization etc. owned or dir- 
ected by one person. 

empirical /m'pntk(e)l/ adjective based on 
observation or experiment, not on theory. 
empiricism /-ris-/ noun. empiricist /-r1s-/ 
noun. 


m experiential, experimental, observed, practical, 
pragmatic. 


emplacement /m'pleisment/ noun 1 platform 
for gun(s). 2 putting in position. 
employ /m'plo1/ verb 1 use services of (person) 
in return for payment. 2 use (thing, time, energy, 
etc.). 3 keep (person) occupied. o in the employ 
of employed by. o employed adjective. employer 
noun. 
m 1 commission, engage, enlist, have on the 
payroll, hire, pay, sign up, take on, use the services 
of. 2 apply, use, utilize. 0 employed active, busy, 
earning, engaged, hired, involved, in work, 
occupied, practising, working. employer 
colloquial boss, chief, colloquial gaffer, slang 
governor, head, manager, owner, proprietor, 
taskmaster. 


employee /emplori:/ noun person employed for 
wages. 


m hand, usually derogatory underling, worker; 
(employees) staff, workforce. 


empanel | en bloc 


employment noun 1 employing, being 
employed. 2 person’s trade or profession. 
o employment office government office finding 
work for the unemployed. 

m 2 business, calling, craft, job, line, livelihood, 

living, métier, occupation, profession, pursuit, 

trade, vocation, work. 


emporium /em'po:riem/ noun 1 large shop. 2 
centre of commerce. 


empower /m'pavə/ verb give power to. 


empress /‘empris/ noun 1 wife or widow of 
emperor. 2 woman emperor. 


empty /‘empti/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 containing 
nothing. 2 vacant, unoccupied. 3 hollow, insin- 
cere. 4 without purpose. 5 colloquial hungry. 6 
vacuous, foolish. @ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 remove con- 
tents of. 2 remove or transfer (contents). 3 
become empty. 4 (of river) discharge itself. 
@noun (plural -ies) colloquial emptied bottle 
etc. cempty-handed bringing or taking 
nothing. empty-headed foolish. o emptiness 
noun. 
m adjective 1 bare, blank, clean, clear, hollow, 
unfilled, unladen, unused, void. 2 deserted, 
desolate, forsaken, unfurnished, uninhabited, 
unoccupied, vacant. 3, 4 futile, hollow, idle, 
impotent, ineffective, insincere, meaningless, 
pointless, purposeless, senseless, unreal, 
worthless. © verb 1 clear, drain, evacuate, 
exhaust, unload, vacate, void. 2 discharge, drain, 
eject, pour out, remove, take out, transfer, unload. 
4 discharge, drain. s 


EMS abbreviation European Monetary System. 

emu /'i:mju:/ noun (plural -s) large flightless 
Australian bird. 

emulate /'emjulert/ verb (-ting) 1 try to equal 
or excel. 2 imitate. o emulation noun. emulator 
noun. 

emulsify /i'malsifai/ verb (-ies, -ied) make 
emulsion of. o emulsifier nour. 

emulsion /r'malf(e)n/ noun fine dispersion of 
one liquid in another, esp. as paint, medicine, 
etc. 

en noun Printing unit of measurement equal to 
halfem. 

enable /rnetb(e)l/ verb (-ling) 1 (+ to do) supply 
with means or authority to. 2 make possible. 

B 1 aid, allow, approve, assist, authorize, charter, 

empower, entitle, equip, facilitate, franchise, help, 

license, permit, qualify, sanction. 


enact /rnekt/ verb 1 ordain, decree. 2make (bill 
etc.) law. 3 play (part). o enactment nour. 

enamel /rnzm(e)l/ noun 1 glasslike opaque 
coating on metal. 2 any hard smooth coating. 3 
kind of hard gloss paint. 4 hard coating of teeth. 
© verb (-Il; US -I-) coat with enamel. 

enamour /rnzme/ verb (US enamor) (usually 
in passive; + of) inspire with love or delight. 

en bloc /a “blok/ adverb in a block; all at same 
time. [French] 


encamp | end 


encamp /m'kemp/ verb settle in (esp. military) 
camp. o encampment noun. 

encapsulate /m'keepsjulert/ verb (-ting) 1 
enclose (as) in capsule. 2 summarize. 

encase /m'kers/ verb (-sing) confine (as) ina 
case. 

encash /m'keJ/ verb convert into cash. 
o encashment noun. 

encephalitis /ensefə'lartıs/ noun inflamma- 
tion of brain. 

enchant /m'tJa:nt/ verb 1 delight. 2 bewitch. 
o enchanting adjective. enchantment noun. 

u 1 allure, beguile, captivate, charm, delight, 

enrapture, enthral, entrance, fascinate. 2 bewitch, 

casta spell on, charm, hypnotize, mesmerize, 

spellbind. o enchanting see ATTRACTIVE. 

enchantment charm, delight, magic, rapture, 

sorcery, spell, witchcraft, wizardry. 


enchanter noun (feminine enchantress) 
person who enchants, esp. by magic. 

encircle /m'ss:k(e)l/ verb (-ling) surround. 
o encirclement noun. 

enclave /‘enklerv/ noun 1 part of territory of 
one state surrounded by that of another. 2 group 
of people distinct from those surrounding them, 
esp. ethnically. 

enclose /m'kleuz/ verb (-sing) 1 surround with 
wall, fence, etc.; shut in. 2 put in receptacle (esp. 
in envelope besides letter). 3 (as enclosed 
adjective) (of religious community) secluded 
from outside world. 

m 1 bound, box, cage, case, cocoon, conceal, 

confine, contain, cover, encase, encircle, 

encompass, enfold, envelop, fence in, hedge in, 

hem in, immure, imprison, insert, limit, package, 

parcel up, pen, restrict, ring, secure, sheathe, shut 

in, shut up, surround, wall in, wall up, wrap. 


enclosure /m'kleu3e/ noun 1 enclosing. 2 
enclosed space or area. 3 thing enclosed. 

m 2arena, cage, compound, coop, corral, court, 

courtyard, farmyard, field, fold, paddock, pen, 

‘pound, ring, run, stockade, sty, yard. 3 contents, 

inclusion, insertion. 


encode /m'kaud/ verb (-ding) put into code. 


encomium /m'keomiem/ noun (plural -s) 
formal praise. 


encompass /m'kampes/ verb 1 contain, 
include. 2 surround. 


encore /‘nnko:/noun 1 audience's call for repeti- 
tion of item, or for further item. 2 such item. 
© verb (-ring) call for repetition of or by. @ inter- 
jection again. 

encounter /m'kaunta/ verb 1 meet by chance. 
2 meet as adversary. @moun 1 meeting by 
chance. 2 meeting in conflict. 

m verb 1 chance upon, come upon, happen upon, 

meet, run into. 2 clash with, confront, contend 

with, cross swords with, face, grapple with. @ noun 

1 confrontation, meeting. 2 battle, brush, clash, 

conflict, dispute, engagement, fight, skirmish, 

struggle. 
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encourage /m'karid3/ verb ging) 4 

courage to. 2 urge. 3 promote. o encourage; 

noun. encouraging adjective. ment 
n 1 animate, embolden, give hope to, hearten 
inspire, rally, reassure, rouse, support. 2 advo. 
egg on, incite, invite, persuade, prompt, Spur o 
urge. 3 abet, aid, be an incentive to, be conducive 
to, boost, engender, foster, further, generate hel 
increase, induce, promote, stimulate. mee. 
u encouragement approval, boost, exhortation, 
incentive, incitement, inspiration, reassurance, ` 
colloquial shot in the arm, stimulation, stimulus, 
support. encouraging comforting, favourable, 
heartening, hopeful, inspiring, optimistic, Positive 
promising, reassuring. 


encroach /m'kreut/ verb (usually + on, upon) 
intrude on other’s territory etc. u encroach- 
ment noun. 

a (encroach on, upon) enter, impinge on, infringe 

on, intrude on, invade, make inroads on, trespass 

on, violate. 


encrust /m'krast/ verb 1 cover with or form 
crust. 2 coat with hard casing or deposit. 


encumber /m'kambə/ verb 1 be burden to. 2 
hamper. 
encumbrance /m'kambrens/ noun 1 burden. 
2 impediment. 
encyclical /m'sıklrk(ə)l/ noun papal letter toall 
RC bishops. 
encyclopedia /msatkle'pi:die/ noun (also 
-paedia) book of information on many subjects 
or on many aspects of one subject. 
encyclopedic adjective (also -paedic) (of 
knowledge or information) comprehensive. 
end noun 1 limit; farthest point. 2 extreme point 
or part. 3 part furthest from front. 4 conclusion. 
5 latter part. 6 destruction; death. 7 result. 8 goal, 
object. 9 remnant. @ verb 1 bring to end. 2 put 
end to. 3 come to end. o endmost nearest the 
end. endpaper blank leaf of paper at beginning 
or end of book. end product final product of 
manufacture etc. end up 1 be or become even: 
tually. 2 arrive. in the end finally. make ends 
meet live within one’s income. no end colloqu' 
to a great extent. 
m noun 1, 2 boundary, edge, extreme, extremity, 
limit, terminus, tip. 3 back, rear, tail. 5 cessation, 
close, coda, completion, conclusion, culmination, 
curtain (of play), denouement (of plot), ending, 
expiration, expiry, finale, finish, colloquial pay-0' 
resolution, termination. 6 death, esp. Law 
decease, demise, destiny, destruction, doom, 
extinction, fate, passing, ruin. 7 consequence A 
effect, outcome, result, upshot. 8 aim, aspiratio g 
design, destination, goal, intention, object, = Sak 
objective, plan, purpose. © verb 1, 2 abolish, ie 
off, bring to an end, close, complete, conclude, 
off, destroy, discontinue, colloquial drop, í 
eliminate, exterminate, finalize, finish, get rid of 
halt, phase out, put an end to, round off, ruin, 
scotch, stop, terminate, wind up. 3 break uP: ‘a 
formal cease, close, come to an end, abate 
die, disappear, expire, fade away, finish, coll 
pack up, peter out, run out, stop, terminate. 
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endanger /m'‘demd3e/ verb place in danger. 
o endangered species one in danger of extinc- 
tion. 


a expose to risk, imperil, jeopardize, put at risk, 
| threaten. 


endear /m'diə/ verb (usually + to) make dear. 
o endearing adjective. 

n o endearing appealing, attractive, captivating, 

charming, disarming, enchanting, engaging, 

likeable, lovable, sweet, winning, winsome. 


endearment noun expression of affection. 


endeavour /m'devə/ (US endeavor) verb try, 
strive. © noun attempt, effort. 


a verb aim, aspire, attempt, do one’s best, exert 
| oneself, strive, try. 


endemic /en‘demik/ adjective (often + to) regu- 
larly found among particular people or in par- 
ticular area. o endemically adverb. 

ending noun end of word or story. 


endive /‘endarv/ noun curly-leaved plant used 
in salads. 


endless adjective 1 infinite. 2 continual. o end- 
lessly adverb. endlessness noun. 
n 1 bottomless, boundless, immeasurable, 
inexhaustible, infinite, limitless, measureless, 
unbounded, unfailing, unlimited. 2 abiding, 
ceaseless, constant, continual, continuous, 
enduring, eternal, everlasting, immortal, 
incessant, interminable, never-ending, non-stop, 
perpetual, persistent, unbroken, undying, 
unending, uninterrupted. 


endocrine /'endəukram/ adjective (of gland) 
secreting directly into blood. 

endogenous /en'dod3mes/ adjective growing 
or originating from within. 

endorse /m'də:s/ verb (-sing) 1 approve. 2 write 
on (document), esp. sign (cheque). 3 enter details 
of offence on (driving licence). o endorsement 
noun, 

@ 1 advocate, agree with, approve, authorize, 

back, condone, confirm, colloquial OK, sanction, 

set one's seal of approval to, subscribe to, support. 

2 countersign, sign. 


endoskeleton /‘endauskelitan/ noun internal 
skeleton. 


endow /m'dau/ verb 1 give permanent income 
to. 2 (esp. as endowed adjective) provide with 
talent or ability. 


endowment noun 1 endowing. 2 money with 
which person or thing is endowed. o endow- 
ment mortgage one in which borrower pays 
only premiums until policy repays mortgage 
capital. endowment policy life insurance policy 
paying out on set date or earlier death. 

endue /m'dju:/ verb (-dues, -dued, -duing) (+ 
with) provide (person) with (quality etc.). 

endurance noun power of enduring. 

m determination, fortitude, patience, 

perseverance, persistence, pertinacity, resolution, 

Stamina, staying power, strength, tenacity. 


endanger | engage 


endure /m'djva/ verb (-ring) 1 undergo. 2 bear. 
3 last. o endurable adjective. enduring adjective. 
u 1 experience, face, go through, submitto, suffer, 

undergo. 2 bear, cope with, put up with, stand, 

colloquial stick, stomach, suffer, tolerate, weather, 

withstand. 3 carry on, continue, exist, last, live on, 

persevere, persist, prevail, remain, stay, survive. 

O enduring see ENDLESS 2. 


endways adverb with an end facing forwards. 
ENE abbreviation east-north-east. 


enema /'enma/ noun 1 injection of liquid etc. 
into rectum, esp. to expel its contents. 2 liquid 
used for this. 

enemy /'enəmı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 person ac- 
tively hostile to another. 2 hostile army or 
nation. 3 member of this. 4 adversary, opponent. 
© adjective of or belonging to enemy. 


u noun adversary, antagonist, foe, opponent, 
opposition, rival. 


energetic /ena‘d3etik/ adjective full of energy. 
o energetically adverb. 
u active, animated, brisk, dynamic, enthusiastic, 
fast, forceful, hard-working, high-powered, 
indefatigable, lively, powerful, quick-moving, 
spirited, strenuous, tireless, unflagging, vigorous, 
zestful. 


energize /‘ened3arz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
sing) give energy to. 


nergy ['enədzı/ noun (plural -ies) 4 force, 


vigour, activity. 2 ability of matter or radiation 
to do work. 

m 1 animation, ardour, dash, drive, dynamism, 
élan, enthusiasm, exertion, fire, force, 


liveliness, might, colloquial pep, spirit, stamina, 
strength, verve, vigour, colloquial vim, vitality, 
vivacity, zeal, zest. 2 power. 


enervate /‘enavert/ verb (-ting) deprive of 
vigour. o enervation noun. 

en famille ja -fæ'mi:/ adverb in or with one’s 
family. [French] 

enfant terrible |a fa -te'ri:bl/ noun (plural 
enfants terribles same pronunciation) indis- 
creet or unruly person. [French] 

enfeeble /m'fi:b(ə)l/ verb (-ling) make feeble. 
o enfeeblement noun. 

enfilade /enfi'‘leid/ noun gunfire directed down 
length of enemy position. @ verb (-ding) direct 
enfilade at. 

enfold /m'fauld/ verb 1 wrap. 2 embrace. 
enforce /m'fo:s/ verb (-cing) 1 compel obser- 
vance of. 2 impose. o enforceable adjective. 
enforcement noun. 

administer, apply, carry out, compel, execute, 

implement, impose, inflict, insist on, put into 

effect, require, stress. 

enfranchise /m'frentJamz/ verb (-sing) give 
(person) right to vote. 0 enfranchisement/-tJ1z-/ 


noun. 
engage /m'gerd3/ verb (-ging) 1 employ, hire. 2 


forcefulness, colloquial get-up-and-go, go, life, 5 


engagement | enormous 


occupy. 3 hold (person’s s attention). 4 (as 
engaged adjective) occupied, busy. 5 (as 
engaged adjective) having promised to marry. 6 
cause parts of (gear) to interlock. 7 fit, interlock. 
8 bring into battle. 9 come into battle with 
(enemy). 10 (usually + in) take part. 11 (+ that, 
to do) undertake. 

m 1 employ, enlist, hire, recruit, sign up, take on. 2 
see occupy 6. 4 (engaged) see Busy adjective 1. 

5 (engaged) betrothed, archaic plighted, archaic 
promised, spoken for. 6, 7 bite, fit together, 
interlock. 10 (engage in) see PARTICIPATE. 11 see 
PROMISE verb 1. 


engagement /m'geidsmant/ noun 1 promise to 
marry. 2 appointment. 3 battle. 

1 betrothal, archaictroth. 2 appointment, 

arrangement, commitment, colloquial date, 

fixture, meeting, obligation, rendezvous. 3 see 

BATTLE NOUN 1. 


engender /m'dzendə/ verb give rise to. 


engine /‘endsm/ noun 1 mechanical contriv- 
ance of parts working together, esp. as source of 
power, 2 railway locomotive. 


l m 41 machine, motor. 2 locomotive. 


engineer /endzr'nrə/ noun 1 person skilled in a 
branch of engineering. 2 person who makes or is 
in charge of engines etc. 3 person who designs 
and constructs military works. 4 mechanic, tech- 
nician. © verb 1 contrive, bring about. 2 act as 
engineer. 3 construct or manage as engineer. 


| m verb 1 see DEVISE 1. 3 See CONSTRUCT verb 1. 


engineering noun application of science to 
design, building, and use of machines etc. 


English /‘mgltS/ adjective of England. © noun 1 
language of England, now used in UK, US, and 
most Commonwealth countries. 2 (the English) 
(treated as plural) the people of England.~ 
o Englishman, Englishwoman native of 
England. 

engraft /m'gra:ft/ verb (usually + into, on) 1 
graft. 2 implant. 3 incorporate. 

engrave /m'gretv/ verb (-ving) 1 inscribe or cut 
(design) on hard surface. 2 inscribe (surface). 
thus. 3 (often + on) impress deeply (on memory 
etc.). o engraver noun. 


| u 1, 2 carve, chisel, cut, etch, inscribe. 


engraving noun print made from engraved 
plate. 


engross /m'greus/ verb (usually as engrossed 
adjective) (+ in) fully occupy. 

engulf /m'galf/ verb flow over and swamp; over- 
whelm. 

enhance /m'ha:ns/ verb (-cing) intensify; 
improve. o enhancement noun. 

enigma /tnigme/ noun 1 puzzling person or 
Pine. 2 riddle. o enigmatic /enig'mztik/ adjec- 
ive. 


m 1 mystery, puzzle, riddle. 2 conundrum, 
colloquial poser, problem, puzzle, riddle. 


enjoin /m'd30m/ verb command, order. 
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enjoy /m'd3o1/ verb 1 find pleasure i 

oneself) find pleasure. 3 have use or ben aloy 
4 experience. n enjoyable adjective, enj tof. 
adverb. enjoyment noun. ; Oyably 
m 1 admire, appreciate, bask in, be happy in, 
delight in, go in for, indulge in, lap up, like luxu A 
in, rejoice in, relish, revel in, savour, take plea $ 
from, take pleasure in. 2 (enjoy oneself) E 
celebrate, gad about, have a good time, make 
merry. 3 benefit from, have, take advantage of 
use. 4 experience, have. 0 enjoyable agreeable 
amusing, delicious, delightful, diverting, : 
entertaining, gratifying, likeable, nice, pleasant 
pleasurable, rewarding, satisfying. 5 


enlarge /m'la:d3/ verb (-ging) 1 make or become 
larger. 2 (often + on, upon) describe in greater 
detail. 3 reproduce on larger scale. o enlarge- 
ment noun. 
m 1 amplify, augment, blow up, broaden, build up, 
develop, dilate, distend, diversify, elongate, 
expand, extend, fill out, grow, increase, inflate, 
lengthen, magnify, multiply, spread, stretch, 
supplement, swell, wax, widen. 2 (enlarge on) see 
ELABORATE verb. 


enlarger noun apparatus for enlarging photo- 
graphs. 

enlighten /m'lait(e)n/ verb 1 inform. 2 (as 
enlightened adjective) progressive. o enlight- 
enment noun. 


l u 1 edify, illuminate, inform, make aware, teach. 


enlist /m'list/ verb 1 enrol in armed services. 2 
secure as means of help or support. o enlistment 
noun. 


m 1 call up, conscript, US draft, enrol, join up, 
| muster, recruit, sign up, volunteer. 2 see OBTAIN 1. 
enliven /m'larv(ə)n/ verb make lively or cheer- 
ful. o enlivenment noun. 
m animate, arouse, brighten, cheer up, energize, 
inspire, colloquial pep up, quicken, rouse, 
stimulate, vitalize, wake up. 


en masse /a- 'mæs/ adverb all together. 
[French] ‘ 

enmesh /m'meJ/ verb entangle (as) in net. 

enmity /‘enmitt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 hostility. 
2 state of being an enemy. 

ennoble /rnəvb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) make noble. 
o ennoblement noun. 

ennui /p'nwi:/ noun boredom. 


enormity /rno:mrtr/ noun (plural -ies) 1 great 
wickedness. 2 monstrous crime. 3 great size- 


USAGE Many people believe it is wrong to US? 
enormity to mean ‘great size’. 


enormous /rno:mas/ adjective huge. 0 
ously adverb. enormousness noun. 
u big, colossal, elephantine, gargantuan, 
gigantic, gross, huge, colloquial hulking, 
immense, colloquial jumbo, king-size, !arg% 
mammoth, massive, mighty, monstrous, i 
mountainous, prodigious, stupendous, titan m 
towering, colloquial tremendous, vast. 


enorm 


giant, 
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enough /\'naf/ adjective as much or as many as 
required. @ noun sufficient amount or quantity. 
e@adverb 1 to required degree. 2 fairly. 3 very, 
quite. 


n adjective adequate, ample, as much as 
necessary, sufficient. 


enquire /m'kwarə/ verb (-ring) 1 seek informa- 
tion; ask question. 2 (+ after, for) ask about a 
person, person’s health, etc. 3 seek information 
formally; inquire. 
a 1 ask, demand, inquire, query, question, quiz, 
request. 3 see INQUIRE 1; (enquire into) see 
INVESTIGATE. 


enquiry noun (plural -ies) 1 asking. 2 inquiry. 
enrage /m're1d3/ verb (-ging) make furious. 


u anger, incense, inflame, infuriate, madden, 
provoke. 


enrapture /m'ræptfə/ verb (-ring) delight 
intensely. 


enrich /m'ritf/ verb make rich(er). u enrich- 
ment noun. 


enrol /m'raul/ verb (US enroll) (-Il-) 1 (cause to) 
join society, course, etc. 2 write one’s name on 


list. 3 writename of (person) on list. o enrolment 
noun, 


en route ja - ‘ru:t/ adverb on the way. [French] 

ensconce /m'sknns/ verb (-cing) (usually 
ensconce oneself or in passive) settle comfort- 
ably. 

ensemble /on'somb(e)I/ noun 1 thing viewed 
as whole. 2 set of clothes worn together. 3 group 
of performers working together. 4 Music passage 
for ensemble. 

enshrine /m'sram/ verb (-ning) 1 enclose in 
shrine. 2 protect, make inviolable. 

enshroud /m'fraud/ verb literary 1 cover with 
shroud. 2 cover; hide from view. 

ensign /‘ensam/ noun 1 banner, flag; esp. mili- 
tary or naval flag of nation. 2 standard-bearer. 3 
historical lowest commissioned infantry officer. 
4 US lowest commissioned naval officer. 


enslave /m'sleiv/ verb (-ving) make slave of. 
o enslavement noun. 


m disenfranchise, dominate, subject, subjugate, 
take away the rights of. 


ensnare /m'sneo/ verb (-ring) entrap. 

ensue /m'sju:/ verb (-sues, -sued, -suing) 
happen later or as a result. 

en Suite /a - 'swi:t/ adverb forming single unit. 
© adjective 1 (of bathroom) attached to bedroom. 
2 (of bedroom) with bathroom attached. 


ensure /im'Jua/ verb (-ring) make certain or safe. 


u confirm, guarantee, make certain, make sure, 
‘Secure. 


ENT abbreviation ear, nose, and throat. 


entail /m'terl/ verb 1 necessitate or involve 
unavoidably. 2 Law bequeath (estate) to speci- 
fied line of beneficiaries. © noun entailed estate. 


enough | entertainment 


m verb‘ call for, demand, give rise to, involve, lead 
to, necessitate, require. 


entangle /m'tæņg(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 catch or 
hold fast in snare etc. 2 involve in difficulties. 3 
complicate. o entanglement noun. 


entente /pn'tont/ noun friendly understanding 
between states. o entente cordiale entente, esp. 
between Britain and France since 1904. 


enter /‘enta/ verb 1 go or come in or into. 2 come 
on stage. 3 penetrate. 4 put (name, fact, etc.) into 
list or record etc. 5 (usually + for) name, or name 
oneself, as competitor. 6 become member of. 
o enterinto 1 engage in. 2 bind oneself by. 3form 
part of. 4 sympathize with. enter (up)on 1 begin; 
begin to deal with. 2 assume possession of. 
m 1 arrive, come in, getin, go in, infiltrate, invade, 
move in, step in. 3 dig into, penetrate, pierce, 
puncture, push into. 4 add, inscribe, insert, note 
down, put down, record, register, set down, sign, 
write. 5 engage in, go in for, participate in, take part 
in. 6 enlist in, enrol in, join, sign up for, volunteer 
for. o enter into 1 see BEGIN 1. : 


enteric /en'ter1k/ adjective of intestines. 


enteritis /ente'rattis/ noun inflammation of 
intestines. 


enterprise /‘entapraiz/ noun 1 bold undertak- 
ing. 2 readiness to engage in this. 3 business firm 
or venture. 
m 4 adventure, effort, endeavour, operation, 
programme, project, undertaking, venture. 2 
adventurousness, ambition, boldness, courage, 
daring, determination, drive, energy, colloquial 
get-up-and-go, initiative, push. 3 business, 
company, concern, firm, organization. 


enterprising adjective showing enterprise. 
n adventurous, ambitious, bold, courageous, 
daring, determined, eager, energetic, 
enthusiastic, go-ahead, hard-working, 
imaginative, indefatigable, industrious, intrepid, 
keen, purposeful, colloquial pushy, resourceful, 
spirited, venturesome, vigorous, zealous. 


entertain /ente'tem/ verb 1 amuse. 2 receive 
as guest. 3 harbour (feelings); consider (idea). 
u entertainer noun. entertaining adjective. 
1 amuse, cheer up, delight, divert, keep amused, 
make laugh, occupy, please, regale, tickle. 2 
accommodate, be hostess to, be host to, cater for, 
give hospitality to, put up, receive, treat, welcome. 
3 accept, agree to, approve, consentto, consider, 
contemplate, harbour, ponder, support, take 
seriously. o entertainer artist, artiste, performer, 
player. entertaining see INTERESTING. 


entertainment noun 1 entertaining, being 
entertained. 2 thing that entertains; perform- 
ance. 

m 1 amusement, distraction, diversion, 

enjoyment, fun, night-life, pastime, play, pleasure, 

recreation, sport. 2 exhibition, extravaganza, 

pageant, performance, presentation, production, 

show, spectacle. 


engagement | enormous 


occupy. 3 hold (person’s attention). 4 (as 
capaded adjective) occupied, busy. 5 (as 
engaged adjective) having promised to marry. 6 
cause parts of (gear) to interlock. 7 fit, interlock. 
8 bring into battle. 9 come into battle with 
(enemy). 10 (usually + in) take part. 11 (+ thai, 
to do) undertake. 

m 1 employ, enlist, hire, recruit, sign up, take on.2 

see occupy 6. 4 (engaged) see BUSY adjective 1. 
5 (engaged) betrothed, archaic plighted, archaic 
promised, spoken for. 6, 7 bite, fit together, 
interlock. 10 (engage in) see PARTICIPATE. 11 see 
PROMISE ver 1. 


engagement /m'getdsmant/ noun 1 promise to 
marry. 2 appointment. 3 battle. 

u 1 betrothal, archaic troth. 2 appointment, 

arrangement, commitment, colloquial date, 

fixture, meeting, obligation, rendezvous. 3 see 

BATTLE NOUN 1. 


engender /m'd3enda/ verb give rise to. 

engine /‘endsm/ noun 1 mechanical contriv- 
ance of parts working together, esp. as source of 
power. 2 railway locomotive. 


| m 1 machine, motor. 2 locomotive. 


engineer /end3r'nte/ noun 1 person skilled in a 
branch of engineering. 2 person who makes or is 
in charge of engines etc. 3 person who designs 
and constructs military works. 4 mechanic, tech- 
nician. @ verb 1 contrive, bring about. 2 act as 
engineer. 3 construct or manage as engineer. 


| a verb 1 see DEVISE 1. 3 see CONSTRUCT Verb 1. 


engineering noun application of science to 
design, building, and use of machines etc. 

English /‘mngliS/ adjective of England. e noun 1 
language of England, now used in UK, US, and 
most Commonwealth countries. 2 (the English) 
(treated as plural) the people of England.~ 
o Englishman, Englishwoman native of 
England. 

engraft /m'gra:ft/ verb (usually + into, on) 1 
graft. 2 implant. 3 incorporate. 

engrave /m'greiv/ verb (-ving) 1 inscribe or cut 
(design) on hard surface. 2 inscribe (surface) 
thus. 3 (often + on) impress deeply (on memory 
etc.). 0 engraver noun. 


| a 1, 2 carve, chisel, cut, etch, inscribe. 


engraving noun print made from engraved 
plate. 


engross /m'grəus; b 
adjective) (+ in) pt id a Pp a 


engulf /m'galf/ verb flow over and swamp; over- 
whelm. 


enhance /mha:ns/ verb (-cing) intensify; 
improve. o enhancement noun. 
enigma /rnigma/ noun 1 puzzling person or 
Hine 2 riddle. o enigmatic /enig'mzttk/ adjec- 
ive. 
a1 mystery, puzzle, riddle. 2 conundrum, 
colloquial poser, problem, puzzle, riddle. 


enjoin /m'd3om/ verb command, order. 
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enjoy /m'd3o1/ verb 1 find pleasure in. 2 (en; 
seal find pleasure. 3 have use or benehtcy 
4 experience. o enjoyable adjective. enjoyably 
adverb. enjoyment noun. 
a 1 admire, appreciate, bask in, be happy in, 
delight in, go in for, indulge in, lap up, like, luxuriate 
in, rejoice in, relish, revel in, savour, take pleasure 
from, take pleasure in. 2 (enjoy oneself) 
celebrate, gad about, have a good time, make 
merry. 3 benefit from, have, take advantage of, 
use. 4 experience, have. o enjoyable agreeable, 
amusing, delicious, delightful, diverting, 
entertaining, gratifying, likeable, nice, pleasant, 
pleasurable, rewarding, satisfying. 


enlarge /m'la:d3/ verb (-ging) 1 make or become 

larger. 2 (often + on, upon) describe in greater 

detail. 3 reproduce on larger scale. o enlarge- 

ment noun. 
u 1 amplify, augment, blow up, broaden, build up, 
develop, dilate, distend, diversify, elongate, 
expand, extend, fill out, grow, increase, inflate, 
lengthen, magnify, multiply, spread, stretch, 
supplement, swell, wax, widen. 2 (enlarge on) see 
ELABORATE Verb. 


enlarger noun apparatus for enlarging photo- 
graphs. 

enlighten /m'lait(e)n/ verb 1 inform. 2 (as 
enlightened adjective) progressive. o enlight- 
enment noun. 


| a 1 edify, illuminate, inform, make aware, teach. 


enlist /in'lst/ verb 1 enrol in armed services. 2 
secure as means of help or support. o enlistment 
noun. 

u 1 call up, conscript, US draft, enrol, join up, 

muster, recruit, sign up, volunteer. 2 see OBTAIN 1. 


enliven /m'larv(e)n/ verb make lively or cheer- 
ful. o enlivenment noun. 

n animate, arouse, brighten, cheer up, energize, 

inspire, colloquial pep up, quicken, rouse, 

stimulate, vitalize, wake up. 


en masse /a- 'mes/ adverb all together. 
[French] 


enmesh /m'me/ verb entangle (as) in net. 

enmity /‘enmit1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 hostility. 
2 state of being an enemy. 

ennoble /rnəvb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) make noble. 
O ennoblement noun. 


ennui /o'nwi:/ noun boredom. 


enormity /rno:miti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 great 
wickedness. 2 monstrous crime. 3 great size. 


USAGE Many people believe it is wrong to use 
enormity to mean ‘great size’. 


enormous /r'no:mas/ adjective huge. 0 enorm- 
ously adverb. enormousness noun. 
B big, colossal, elephantine, gargantuan, giant, 
gigantic, gross, huge, colloquial hulking, 
immense, colloquial jumbo, king-size, large, 
mammoth, massive, mighty, monstrous, 
mountainous, prodigious, stupendous, titanic, 
towering, colloquial tremendous, vast. 


ea 


947 
nough /r'naf/ adjective as much or as many as 
wequired. ọ noun sufficient amount or quantity. 
oadverb 1 to required degree. 2 fairly. 3 very, 


quite. S 
n adjective adequate, ample, as much as 
necessary, sufficient. 


enquire /m'kwate/ verb (-ring) 1 seek informa- 
tion; ask question. 2 (+ after, for) ask about a 
person, person’s health, etc. 3 seek information 


formally; inquire. 


u 1 ask, demand, inquire, query, question, quiz, 
request. 3 see INQUIRE 1; (enquire into) see 
INVESTIGATE. 


enquiry noun (plural -ies) 1 asking. 2 inquiry. 
enrage /in'reid3/ verb (-ging) make furious. 


a anger, incense, inflame, infuriate, madden, 
| provoke. 


enrapture /m'ræptfə/ verb (-ring) delight 
intensely. 

enrich /m'ritS/ verb make rich(er). o enrich- 
ment nour. 


enrol /m'raul/ verb (US enroll) (-Il-) 1 (cause to) 
join society, course, etc. 2 write one’s name on 
list. 3 write name of (person) on list. o enrolment 
noun. 


en route /a -'ru:t/ adverb on the way. [French] 


ensconce /m'skons/ verb (-cing) (usually 
ensconce oneself or in passive) settle comfort- 
ably. 


ensemble /vn'somb(ə)l/ noun 1 thing viewed 
as whole. 2 set of clothes worn together. 3 group 
of performers working together. 4 Music passage 
for ensemble. 


enshrine /m'fram/ verb (-ning) 1 enclose in 
shrine. 2 protect, make inviolable. 


enshroud /m'fraud/ verb literary 1 cover with 
shroud. 2 cover; hide from view. 


ensign /‘ensam/ noun 1 banner, flag; esp. mili- 
tary or naval flag of nation. 2 standard-bearer. 3 
historical lowest commissioned infantry officer. 
4 US lowest commissioned naval officer. 


enslave /m'slerv/ verb (-ving) make slave of. 
O enslavement noun. 


u disenfranchise, dominate, subject, subjugate, 
take away the tights of. 


ensnare /m'sneə/ verb (-ring) entrap. 


ensue /m'sju:/ verb (sues, -sued, -suing) 
happen later or as a result. 
en Suite [a - ‘swi:t/ adverb forming single unit. 
s adjective 1 (of bathroom) attached to bedroom. 
(of bedroom) with bathroom attached. 


ensure /m'fuə/verb(-ring)make certain or safe. 


m confirm, guarantee, make certain, make sure, 
‘Secure 


ENT abbreviation ear, nose, and throat. 


Tad /m'tetl/ verb 4 necessitate or involve 
ait n dably. 2 Law bequeath (estate) to speci- 
ne of beneficiaries. © noun entailed estate. 


enough | entertainment 


m verb 1 call for, demand, give rise to, involve, lead 
to, necessitate, require. 


entangle /m'tæņg(ə)l/ verb (ling) 1 catch or 
hold fast in snare etc. 2 involve in difficulties. 3 
complicate. o entanglement noun. 


entente /nn'tont/ noun friendly understanding 
between states. o entente cordiale entente, esp. 
between Britain and France since 1904. 


enter /'entə/ verb 1 go or come in or into. 2 come 
on stage. 3 penetrate. 4 put (name, fact, etc.) into 
list or record etc. 5 (usually -+ for) name, or name 
oneself, as competitor. 6 become member of. 
denterinto 1 engage in. 2 bind oneself by. 3 form 
part of. 4 sympathize with. enter (up)on 1 begin; 
begin to deal with. 2 assume possession of. 
m 1 arrive, come in, getin, go in, infiltrate, invade, 
move in, step in. 3 dig into, penetrate, pierce, 
puncture, push into, 4 add, inscribe, insert, note 
down, put down, record, register, set down, sign, 
write. 5 engage in, go in for, participate in, take part 
in. 6 enlistin, enrol in, join, sign up for, volunteer 
for. o enter into 1 see BEGIN 1. 


enteric /en'ter1k/ adjective of intestines. 


enteritis /enta'rattis/ noun inflammation of 
intestines. 


enterprise /‘entaprarz/ noun 1 bold undertak- 
ing. 2 readiness to engage in this. 3 business firm 
or venture. 
1 adventure, effort, endeavour, operation, 
programme, project, undertaking, venture. 2 
adventurousness, ambition, boldness, courage, 
daring, determination, drive, energy, colloquial 
get-up-and-go, initiative, push. 3 business, 
company, concern, firm, organization. 


enterprising adjective showing enterprise. 
@ adventurous, ambitious, bold, courageous, 
daring, determined, eager, energetic, 
enthusiastic, go-ahead, hard-working, 
imaginative, indefatigable, industrious, intrepid, 
keen, purposeful, colloquial pushy, resourceful, 
spirited, venturesome, vigorous, zealous, 


entertain /enta'tem/ verb 1 amuse. 2 receive 
as guest. 3 harbour (feelings); consider (idea). 
o entertainer noun. entertaining adjective. 
u 1 amuse, cheer up, delight, divert, keep amused, 
make laugh, occupy, please, regale, tickle. 2 
accommodate, be hostess to, be host to, cater for, 
give hospitality to, put up, receive, treat, welcome. 
3 accept, agree to, approve, consent to, consider, 
contemplate, harbour, ponder, support, take 
seriously. o entertainer artist, artiste, performer, 
player. entertaining see INTERESTING. 


entertainment noun 1 entertaining, being 
entertained. 2 thing that entertains; perform- 
ance. 

a 1 amusement, distraction, diversion, 

enjoyment, fun, night-life, pastime, play, pleasure, 

recreation, sport. 2 exhibition, extravaganza, 

pageant, performance, presentation, production, 

show, spectacle. 


enthral | enunciate 


enthral /m'éra:1/ verb (US enthrall) (-Il-) captiv- 
ate, please greatly. o enthralment noun. 


enthrone /m'éroun/ verb (-ning) place on 
throne. o enthronement noun. 


enthuse /m'8ju:z/ verb (-sing) colloquial be or 
make enthusiastic. 


enthusiasm /m'Qju:zizz(s)m/ noun 1 great 
eagerness or admiration. 2 object of this. 
o enthusiast noun. enthusiastic /-'zst-/ adjec- 
tive. enthusiastically adverb. Á 
u 1 ambition, ardour, avidity, commitment, drive, 
eagerness, excitement, exuberance, fanaticism, 
fervour, gusto, keenness, panache, passion, 
relish, spirit, verve, zeal, zest. 2 craze, diversion, 
fad, hobby, interest, passion, pastime. 
o enthusiast colloquial addict, adherent, 
admirer, aficionado, colloquial buff, champion, 
devotee, fan, fanatic, slang fiend, colloquial freak, 
lover, colloquial maniac, supporter, zealot. 
enthusiastic ambitious, ardent, avid, committed, 
delighted, devoted, eager, earnest, ebullient, 
energetic, excited, exuberant, fervent, fervid, 
hearty, impassioned, interested, involved, 
irrepressible, keen, lively, motivated, optimistic, 
passionate, positive, rapturous, colloquial raring to 
go, spirited, unqualified, unstinting, vigorous, 
wholehearted, zealous; (be enthusiastic) 
colloquial enthuse, get excited, go into raptures, 
colloquial go overboard, rave. 


entice /m'tais/ verb (-cing) attract by offer of 
pleasure or reward. o enticement noun. en- 
ticing adjective. enticingly adverb. 

m allure, attract, cajole, coax, decoy, inveigle, lead 

on, lure, persuade, seduce, tempt, trap, wheedle. 


entire /m'tarə/ adjective 1 complete. 2 unbroken; 
in one piece. 3 absolute. 


8 1, 2complete, full, intact, sound, total, unbroken, 
undivided, uninterrupted, whole. 


entirely adverb wholly. 


entirety /m'tarərətı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 com- 
pleteness. 2 sum total. o in its entirety in its com- 
plete form. 


entitle /m'tat(ə)l/ verb (ling) 1 (usually + to 
give (person) right or claim. 2 give title a 
o entitlement noun. 

m 1 allow, authorize, empower, enable, justify, 

license, permit, qualify, warrant. 2 call, christen, 

designate, dub, name, style, term, title. 

o entitlement claim, ownership, prerogative, 

right, title. 


entity /entiti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 thing with 
distinct existence. 2 thing’s existence. 


| m 1 article, being, object, Organism, thing, whole. 


entomb /m'tu:m/ verb 1 Place in tomb. 2 serve 
as tomb for. o entombment noun. 


entomology /ente'moleds/ noun study of 
Insects. o entomological /-ma'lod3-/ adjective. 
entomologist noun. 


entourage l'ontuara:3/ noun people atten 
important person. p ane 
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entracte /‘ontrekt/ moun (music or dance per- 
formed in) interval in play. 


entrails /‘entreilz/ plural noun 1 intestines, 2 
inner parts. 


m 1 bowels, guts, colloquial innards, inner organs, 
| colloquial insides, intestines, viscera. 


entrance' /‘entrens/ noun 1 place for entering, 
2 coming or going in. 3 right of admission, 
centrance hall area of building into which 
entrance opens. 

m 1 door, doorway, entry, gate, gateway, ingress, 

opening, portal, way in. 2 appearance, arrival, 

coming, entry. 3 access, admission, admittance. 

o entrance hall ante-room, foyer, lobby, passage, 

Passageway, vestibule. 


entrance? /m'tra:ns/ verb (-cing) 1 enchant, 
delight. 2 put into trance. 


entrant /‘entrant/ moun person who enters 
exam, profession, etc. 

u applicant, candidate, competitor, contender, 

contestant, entry, participant, player, rival. 


entrap /m'trep/ verb (-pp-) catch (as) in trap. 
entreat /m'tri:t/ verb ask earnestly, beg. 

ask, beg, beseech, implore, importune, petition, 
request, sue, literary supplicate. 


entreaty noun (plural -ies) earnest request. 


entrecôte /‘ontrekeut/ noun boned steak cut 
off sirloin. 


entrée /'ontrer/ moun 1 main dish of meal. 2 dish 
served between fish and meat courses. 3 right of 
admission. 


entrench /m'trentS/ verb 1 establish firmly. 2 
(as entrenched adjective) (of attitude etc.) not 
easily modified. 3 surround or fortify with 
trench. o entrenchment noun. 


entrepreneur /ontrapra'ns:/ noun person who 
undertakes commercial venture. o entrepre- 
neurial adjective. 


entropy /‘entrapi/ noun 1 measure of disorgan- 
ization of universe. 2 measure.of unavailability 
of system's thermal energy for conversion into 
mechanical work. 


entrust /m'trast/ verb 1 (+ to) give (person, 
thing) into care of. 2 (+ with) assign responsibil- 
ity for (person, thing) to. 


entry /'entrt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 coming or 
going in; entering. 2 item entered. 3 place of 
entrance. 4 alley. 5 entrant. 

E 1 see ENTRANCE' 2. 2 insertion, item, jotting, 

listing, note, record. 3 see ENTRANCE’ 1.5 see 

ENTRANT. 


entwine /m'twam/ verb (ning) twine round, 
interweave. 

enumerate /r'nju:mərert/ verb (ting) 1 specify 
(items). 2 count. o enumeration noun. 
enunciate li nanstiert/ verb (ting) 1 pronounce 
Corde) clearly. 2 state definitely. o enunciation 
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lop /m'velop/ verb (-p-) 1 wrap up, cover. 2 
onveler oenvelopment noun. 


1 cloak, cover, enclose, enfold, enshroud, hide, 
shroud, swathe, veil, wrap. 2 see SURROUND verb. 


envelope ['envalaup/ noun 1 folded Paper cover 
for letter etc. 2 wrapper, covering. 
a 2 cover, sheath, wrapper, wrapping. 


enviable /‘enviab(e)l/ adjective likely to excite 
envy. o enviably adverb. 
u attractive, covetable, desirable, favourable, 


sought after. 


envious /‘envies/ adjective feeling or showing 


envy. È ioe 
n begrudging, bitter, covetous, dissatisfied, 


grudging, jaundiced, jealous, resentful. 


environment /m'varorənmənt/ noun sur- 
roundings and circumstances affecting person’s 
life. o environmental /-'men-/ adjective. environ- 
mentally /-'men-/ adverb. 

a circumstances, conditions, context, 

ecosystem, environs, habitat, location, milieu, 

setting, situation, surroundings, territory. 


environmentalist /mvareren'mentelist/ 
noun person concerned with protection of 
natural environment. 


environs /m'vaterens/ plural noun district 
round town etc. 


envisage /m'vizid3/ verb (-ging) visualize, 
imagine, contemplate. 
m disputed anticipate, contemplate, dream of, 
fancy, forecast, foresee, imagine, picture, predict, 
visualize. 


envoy ['envo1/ noun 1 messenger, representa- 
tive. 2 diplomat ranking below ambassador. 


envy /‘envi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 discontent 
aroused by another’s better fortune etc. 2 object 
or cause of this. © verb (-ies, -ied) feel envy of. 

a noun 1 bitterness, covetousness, cupidity, 

desire, discontent, dissatisfaction, ill will, 

jealousy, longing, resentment. @ verb begrudge, 

grudge, resent. 


enzyme /‘enzam/ noun protein catalyst of 
Specific biochemical reaction. 

eolian harp US = AEOLIAN HARP. 

eon = AEON. 


EP abbreviation extended-play (record). 
epaulette /‘epalet/ noun (US epaulet) orna- 
mental shoulder-piece, esp. on uniform. 


ephedrine /‘efodrm, i ed 
toilla me z al noun alkaloid drug us 


ephemera /r'femera/ 

n pluralnoun th ofonly 

short-lived relevance. “= 

cbhemeral adjective short-lived, transitory. 

E rief, literary evanescent, fleeting, fugitive, 

S permanent, momentary, passing, short-lived, 
mporary, transient, transitory. 


epic /'eprk/ noun 1 long poem narrating adven- 


envelop | episode 


tures of heroic figure etc. 2 book or film based on 
this. © adjective 4 like an epic. 2 grand, heroic. 


epicene /'episi:n/ adjective 1 of or for both 
sexes. 2 having characteristics of both sexes or 
of neither sex. 


epicentre /‘episente/ noun (US epicenter) 
pont at which earthquake reaches earth’s 
surface. 


epicure [eptkjoe/ noun person with refined 
taste in food and drink. a epicurism noun. 


epicurean /eprkjua'ri:an/ noun person fond of 
pleasure and luxury. © adjective characteristics 
of an epicurean. o epicureanism noun. 


epidemic /epr'demrk/ noun widespread occur- 
rence of particular disease etc. in community at 
particular time. © adjective in the nature of an 
epidemic. 

m noun outbreak, pestilence, plague, rash, 

upsurge. © adjective general, pandemic, 

prevalent, spreading, universal, widespread. 


epidemiology /epidi:mr'vled31/ noun study of 
epidemics and their control. 


epidermis fepr'ds:mis/ noun outer layer of 
skin. 


epidiascope /epr'darəskəup/ noun optical pro- 
jector giving images of both opaque and trans- 
parent objects. 


epidural /epr‘djuer(e)l/ adjective (of an- 
aesthetic) injected close to spinal cord. e noun 
epidural injection. 

epiglottis /eprglotis/ noun flap of cartilage at 
root of tongue that covers windpipe during swal- 
lowing. o epiglottal adjective. 

epigram /‘epigrem/ noun 1 short poem with 
witty ending. 2 pointed saying. 0 epigrammatic 
/-gra'meet-/ adjective. 

epigraph /‘epigra:f/ noun inscription. 

epilepsy /‘epilepsi/ noun nervous disorder with 
convulsions and often loss of consciousness. 
U epileptic /-‘lep-/ adjective & noun. 

epilogue /'epilog/ noun 1 short piece ending lit- 
erary work. 2 short speech at end of play etc. 


Epiphany /1'pifent/ noun (festival on 6 Jan. 
commemorating) visit of Magi to Christ. 


episcopacy /rpiskepesi/ noun (plural -ies) 
bishops collectively. 

episcopal /rprskəp(ə)l/ adjective 1 of bishop or 
bishops. 2 (of church) governed by bishops. 
n Episcopal Church Anglican Church in Scot- 
land and US. 

Episcopalian /miske'perltsn/ adjective of the 
Episcopal Church or (episcopalian) an epis- 
copal church. @ noun member of the Episcopal 
Church. 

episcopate /rpiskepet/ noun 1 office or tenure 
of bishop. 2 bishops collectively. 

episode /‘episoud/noun1 incident in narrative. 


2 eventas part of: sequence. 3 part of serial story. 
o episodic /-'sod-/ adjective. 


epistemology | equipment 


į m 1 incident, part, passage, scene, section. 2 
| colloquial affair, event, happening, incident, 
| occurrence. 3 chapter, instalment, part. 


molo istr'moled31/ noun philo- 

pares Hila epistemological /-ə'lod3-/ 
adjective. 

epistle /1'pis(2)l/ noun 1 letter. 2 poem etc. in 
form of letter. 

epistolary /r'pistalart/ adjective of or in form of 
letters. 

epitaph /‘epita:f/ noun words in memory of dead 
person, esp. on tomb. 

epithelium /epr‘di:lram/ noun (plural -s or -lia) 
Biology tissue forming outer layer of body and 
lining many hollow structures. o epithelial 
adjective. 

epithet /‘epidet/ moun adjective etc. expressing 
quality or attribute. 

epitome /rpitemi/ noun 1 person or thing 
embodying a quality etc. 2 abstract of written 
work. 

u 1 archetype, embodiment, essence, exemplar, 

incarnation, personification, quintessence, 

representation. 2 see SUMMARY NOUN. 


epitomize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) make 
or be perfect example of (a quality etc.). 

EPNS abbreviation electroplated nickel silver. 

epoch /'i:pok/ noun 1 period marked by special 
events. 2 beginning of era. a epoch-making 
notable, significant. 

eponym /'epənm/ noun 1 word derived from 
person’s name. 2 person whose name is used in 
this way. 0 eponymous /r'ponimas/ adjective. 

epoxy resin /r'poksı/ noun synthetic thermo- 
Setting resin, used esp. as glue. 

Epsom salts /epsem/ noun magnesium 
sulphate used as purgative. 

equable /'ekwəb(ə)l/ adjective 4 not varying. 2 
moderate. 3 not easily disturbed. o equability 
noun. equably adverb. 

equal /'i:kw(ə)l/ adjective 1 same in number, 
size, merit, level, etc. 2 evenly balanced or 
matched. 3 having or giving same rights or 
status. @7oun person etc. equal to another. 
© verb (-Il-; US -I-) 1 be equal to. 2 achieve some- 
thing equal to. Oequal opportunity (often in 
Plural) opportunity to compete equally for jobs 
regardless of race, sex, etc. o equally adverb. 
USAGE It isa mistake to say equally as, as in She 
was equally as guilty. The correct version is 
She was equally guilty or possibly, for example, 
She was as guilty as he was. 


the same class as, compare with, correspond to, 


draw with, match, parallel, resemble, rival, tie with 
vie with. f 
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equality /rkwoliti/ noun being equal. 

g balance, congruence, correspondence, 
egalitarianism, equivalence, even-handedness, 
evenness, identity, parity, similarity, uniformity, 


equalize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 make 
or become equal. 2 (in games) reach opponent's 
score. 0 equalization noun. 


u 1 balance, compensate, even up, match, 
regularize, square, standardize. 2 catch up, draw 
level, even up. 


equalizer noun (also -iser) equalizing goal etc. 
equanimity /ekwə'nmıtı/ noun composure, 
calm. 


equate /rkweit/ verb (-ting) 1 (usually + to, with) 
regard as equal or equivalent. 2 (+ with) be equal 
or equivalent to. 

u 1 assume to be equal, compare, juxtapose, liken, 

set side by side. 2 (equate with) agree with, match, 

parallel, square with, tally with. 


equation /rkwei3(2)n/ noun 1 making or being 
equal. 2 Mathematics statement that two expres- 
sions are equal. 3 Chemistry symbolic repre- 
sentation of reaction. 

equator /rkweita/ noun imaginary line round 
the earth or other body, equidistant from poles. 

equatorial /ekwo'to:r1el/ adjective of or near 
equator. 

equerry /'ekwərı/ noun (plural -ies) officer 
attending British royal family. 

equestrian /rkwestrien/ adjective 1 of 
horse-riding. 2 on horseback. o equestrianism 
noun. 


equiangular /i:kwi'zengjule/ adjective having 
equal angles. 

equidistant /i:kwr'dist(a)nt/ adjective at equal 
distances. 

equilateral /i:kwrlætər(ə)l/ adjective having 
all sides equal. 

equilibrium /tkwrlibriem/ noun 1 state of 
balance. 2 composure. 

u 1 balance, equipoise, evenness, poise, stability, 

Steadiness, symmetry. 2 composure, equanimity. 


equine /‘ekwam/ adjective of or like horse. 


equinox /'i:kwmoks/ oun time or dateat which 
sun Crosses equator and day and night are of 
equal length. 


equip /rkwıp/ verb (- supply with what is 
ieee (-pp-) supply w. 


m arm, array, attire, literary caparison, clothe, 
dreas, fit out, fit up, furnish, kit out, provide, stock, 
supply. 


equipment noun 1 necessary tools, clothing, 
etc. 2 equipping, being equipped. 
a1 accoutrements, apparatus, appurtenances, 
slang clobber, clothes, furnishings, gear, 
hardware, implements, instruments, kit, 
machinery, materials, outfit, paraphernalia, plant, 
rig, stuff, supplies, tackle, things, tools, trappings. 
ee tacte, things, tools, trappings._ 
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equipoise /‘ekwrpo1z/ noun 1 equilibrium. 2 
counterbalancing thing. 


equitable /‘ekwitab(e)l/ adjective 1 fair, just. 2 
Law valid in equity. o equitably adverb. 
equitation /ekwr'terS(2)n/ noun horsemanship; 
horse-riding. 

equity /'ekwitt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 fairness. 2 
principles of justice supplementing law. 3 value 


of shares issued by company. 4 (in plural) stocks 
and shares not bearing fixed interest. 


equivalent /kwivalont/ adjective 1 (often + to) 
equal in value, meaning, etc. 2 corresponding. 
enoun equivalent amount etc. 0 equivalence 
noun. 

n adjective alike, analogous, commensurate, 

comparable, corresponding, equal, identical, 

interchangeable, like, parallel, the same, similar, 

synonymous; (equivalent to) tantamount to. 


equivocal /r'kwrvək(ə)l/ adjective 1 of double or 
doubtful meaning. 2 of uncertain nature. 
3 (of person etc.) questionable. o equivocally 
adverb. A 

u 1, 2 ambiguous, circumlocutory, doubtful, 

dubious, equivocating, evasive, noncommittal, 

oblique, periphrastic, roundabout, vague. 3 

dubious, questionable, suspect. 


equivocate /rkwivokeit/ verb (-ting) use words 
ambiguously to conceal truth. o equivocation 
noun. 

beat about the bush, be equivocal, dodge the 

issue, evade the question, fence, hedge, 

prevaricate, quibble, colloquial waffle. 


ER abbreviation Queen Elizabeth (Elizabetha 
Regina). 


era /'iərə/ noun 1 system of chronology starting 
Sorn ardcalar point. 2 historical or other 
period. 


| m age, day, epoch, period, time. 


eradicate /rreedikert/ verb (ting) root out, 
estroy. o eradication noun. 


m destroy, eliminate, erase, get rid of, root out, 
uproot. 


erase /rrerz/ verb (-sing) 1 rub out, obliterate. 2 
remove recording from (magnetic tape etc.). 
u 1 cancel, cross out, delete, efface, eradicate, 


expunge, obliterate, remove, rub out, wipe away, 
wipe off. 


eraser noun piece of rubber etc. for removing 
esp. pencil marks. 


aoe [trer3a/ noun 1 erasing. 2 erased word 


ere lea] pre iti A 
archaic bore ion & conjunction poetical or 


erect /rrekt/ adjective 1 upri 
pright, vertical. 2 (of 
nated body) enlarged and rigid, esp. from sexual 
è ement. © verb 1 raise, set upright. 2 build. 3 
Stablish. o erection noun. 


equipoise | erroneous 


a adjective 1 perpendicular, standing, straight, 
upright, vertical. 2 enlarged, hard, rigid, stiff, 
swollen. © verb 1, 2 build, construct, elevate, lift 
up, make upright, pitch (a tent), put up, raise, set 
up. 3 see FOUND? 1:3. 


erectile /rrektail/ adjective that can become 
erect. 


erg noun unit of work or energy. 

ergo |'s:geu/ adverb therefore. [Latin] 

ergonomics /3:gə'nomiks/ plural noun 
(treated as singular) study of relationship 
between people and their working environment. 
u ergonomic adjective. 


ergot /'s:gat/ noun disease of rye etc. caused by 
fungus. 


ERM abbreviation Exchange Rate Mechanism. 


ermine /'3:mm/ noun (plural same or -s) 1 stoat, 
esp. in its white winter fur. 2 this fur. 


Ernie /'a:nı/ moun device for drawing 
prize-winning numbers of Premium Bonds. 

erode /r'raud/ verb (-ding) wear away; gradually 
destroy. o erosion noun. erosive adjective. 


m abrade, corrode, eat away, eat into, gnaw away, 
grind down, wash away, wear away. 


erogenous /rrod3mes/ adjective (of part of 
body) sexually sensitive. 

erotic /1'rpttk/ adjective arousing sexual desire 
or excitement. u erotically adverb. eroticism 
|-siz-/ noun. 

m amatory, amorous, aphrodisiac, arousing, 

lubricious, lustful, randy, colloquial raunchy, 

seductive, sensual, sexy, venereal, voluptuous. 


erotica plural noun erotic literature or art. 


err /3:/ verb 1 be mistaken or incorrect. 2 sin. 

m 1 be mistaken, colloquial boob, get it wrong, go 
astray, go wrong, miscalculate, colloquial slip up. 
2 go astray, misbehave, sin, transgress, archaic 
trespass. 


errand /'erend/ noun 1 short journey, esp. on 
another’s behalf, to take message etc. 2 object of 
journey. cerrand-boy, -girl one who runs 
errands. 


m 1 journey, mission, trip. 2 assignment, 
| commission, duty, job, mission, task. 


errant /‘erant/ adjective 1 erring. 2 literary trav- 
elling in search of adventure. 


erratic /rreettk/ adjective 1 inconsistent in 
conduct etc. 2 uncertain in movement. o errat- 
ically adverb. 
m 1 aberrant, capricious, changeable, fickle, fitful, 
fluctuating, inconsistent, irregular, shifting, 
spasmodic, sporadic, uneven, unpredictable, 
unreliable, unstable, unsteady, variable, wayward. 
2 aimless, directionless, haphazard, meandering, 
wandering. 


erratum /rra:tam/ noun (plural -ta) error in 
printing etc. 

erroneous /rreunies/ adjective incorrect. 
u erroneously adverb. 


error | espousal 


'era/ noun 1 mistake. 2 condition of being 
ee ae bs 3 degree of inaccuracy in calcu- 
lation or measurement. 
ang bloomer, blunder, colloquial boob, 
| mieie erratum, fallacy, falsehood, fault, 
flaw, gaffe, colloquial howler, inaccuracy, 
inconsistency, inexactitude, lapse, a 
misapprehension, miscalculation, misconception, 
misprint, mistake, misunderstanding, omission, 
oversight, colloquial slip-up, solecism. 2 see SIN 
noun 1. 


ersatz j'eəzæts/ adjective & noun substitute, 
imitation. 

erstwhile /'s:stwatl/ adjective former. 

eructation /i:rak'te1f(9)n/ moun formal belch- 
ing. 

erudite /‘eru:dart/ adjective learned. o erudi- 
tion /-'d1J-/ noun. 

erupt /rrapt/ verb 1 break or burst out. 2 (of 
volcano) shoot out lava etc. 3 (of rash) appear on 
skin. u eruption noun. 

m 1 break out, burst out, explode. 2 blow up, 

explode. 3 appear, break out. o eruption burst, 

discharge, emission, explosion, outbreak, 

outburst, rash. 


erysipelas /err'sipiles/ noun disease causing 
deep red inflammation of skin. 

escalate /‘eskalert/ verb (-ting) increase or 
develop by stages. n escalation noun. 


escalator noun moving staircase. 


escalope /‘eskalnp/ noun thin slice of meat, 
esp. veal. 


escapade /'eskaperd/ noun piece of reckless 
behaviour. 


m adventure, exploit, colloquial lark, practical 
joke, prank, stunt. 


escape /is‘kerp/ verb (-ping) 1 get free. 2 leak. 3 
avoid punishment etc. 4 get free of. 5 elude, 
avoid. © noun 1 escaping. 2 means of escaping. 3 
leakage. 4 avoidance of or distraction from work, 
problems, etc. u escape clause clause releasing 
contracting party from obligation in specified 
circumstances. o escaper noun. 

a verb 1 abscond, slang beatit, bolt, break free, 

break out, colloquial cutand run, decamp, 

disappear, slang do a bunk, elope, flee, fly, get 
away, run, run away, slang scarper, slip away, take 
to one's heels, turn tail. 2 discharge, drain, leak, 
002e, pour out, run out, seep. 5 avoid, dodge, 
elude, evade, get away from, shirk. © noun 4 bolt, 
breakout, departure, flight, flit, getaway, retreat, 
running away. 3 discharge, emission, leak, 
leakage, seepage. 4 avoidance, distraction, 
diversion, escapism, evasion, relief. 


escapee /isker'pi:/ noun person who has 
escaped. 


escapism noun pursuit of distraction and 

renee ae rey, o escapist adjective & noun. 
aydreaming, fantasy, pretence, i 

wishtul thinking. ere Suey 
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escapology /eske'ppled31/ noun techniques of 
escaping from confinement, esp. as entertain. 
ment. o escapologist noun. 


escarpment /is'ka:pmont/ noun 
slope at edge of plateau etc. 

eschatology /eske'toled31/ noun doctrine of 
death and final destiny. o eschatological 
/-ta'lnd3-/ adjective. 

escheat /is'tfi:t/ noun 1 lapse of property to the 
state etc. 2 property so lapsing. © verb 1 hand 
over as escheat. 2 confiscate. 3 revert by escheat. 


eschew /is'tSu:/ verb formal abstain from. 


escort noun /'esko:t/ 1 person(s) etc. accom- 
panying another for protection or as courtesy. 
2 person accompanying another of opposite sex 
socially. @ verb /1'ska:t/ act as escort to. 
u noun 1 attendant, bodyguard, convoy, 
entourage, guard, guide, pilot, protection, 
protector, retinue, train. 2 companion, esp. US 
colloquial date, partner. © verb accompany, 
attend, chaperon, conduct, guard, keep an eye on, 
colloquial keep tabs on, look after, protect, 
shepherd, stay with, usher, watch. 


long Steep 


escritoire /eskri'twa:/ noun writing desk with 
drawers etc. 


escutcheon /rskatf(ə)n/ noun shield bearing 
coat of arms. 


ESE abbreviation east-south-east. 


Eskimo /‘eskimau/ noun 1 (plural same or -s) 
member of people inhabiting N. Canada, Alaska, 
Greenland, and E. Siberia. 2 their language. 
© adjective of Eskimos or their language. 


USAGE The Eskimos of N. America prefer the 
name Inuit. 

ESN abbreviation historical educationally sub- 
normal. 

esophagus US = OESOPHAGUS. 


esoteric /esa'tertk, i:sə'terık/ adjective intelli- 
gible only to those with special knowledge. 


ESP abbreviation extrasensory perception. 
esp. abbreviation especially. 


espadrille /espa‘dril/ noun light canvas shoe 
with plaited fibre sole. 


espalier /1'spzlra/ noun 1 framework for train- 
ing tree etc. 2 tree trained on espalier. 


esparto /e'spa:tav/ noun kind of grass used to. 
make paper. 
especial /r'spes(a)l/ adjective special, notable. 


especially adverb in particular; more than in 
other cases; Particularly. 


Esperanto /espə'ræntəv/ noun artificial uni- 
versal language. 


Spionage l'esprona:3/ noun spying or using 


esplanade lesplə'ne1d/ noun level space, esp- 
used as public promenade. 

espousal /rspavz(ə)l/ noun 1 espousing. 2 
archaic marriage, betrothal. 


_-- 
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espouse /1'spavz/ verb (-sing) 1 support (cause). 
2archaic marry. 

espresso /e'spresav/ noun (plural -s) coffee 
made under steam pressure. 

it de corps lespri: da 'ko:/ moun devotion 

ent aaa One’s group. [French] 

espy [r'spat/ verb (ies, -ied) catch sight of. 

Esq- abbreviation Esquire. 

esquire /i'skwarə/ noun: title placed after man’s 
name in writing. 

essay noun /‘ese1/ 1 short piece of writing, esp. 
on given subject. 2 formal attempt. © verb /e'ser/ 
formal attempt. 3 

essayist noun writer of essays. 

essence /'es(a)ns/ noun 1 fundamental nature; 
inherent characteristics. 2 extract obtained by 
distillation etc. 3 perfume. o in essence funda- 
mentally. 

n 1 centre, character, core, cornerstone, crux, 

heart, kernel, life, meaning, nature, pith, 

quintessence, soul, spirit, substance. 2 

concentrate, decoction, elixir, extract, flavouring, 

tincture. 3 fragrance, perfume, scent. 


essential /rsenf(ə)l/ adjective 1 necessary, 
indispensable. 2 of or constituting a thing’s 
essence. @ moun (esp. in plural) indispensable 
element or thing. o essential oil volatile oil with 
characteristic odour. o essentially adverb. 

a adjective 1 basic, chief, crucial, elementary, 

fundamental, important, indispensable, 

irreplaceable, key, leading, main, necessary, 

primary, principal, requisite, vital. 2 characteristic, 

inherent, innate, intrinsic, quintessential. 


establish /rstæblıf/ verb 1 set up. 2 settle. 3 
(esp. as established adjective) achieve perman- 
ent acceptance for. 4 place beyond dispute. 
Se mpashed Church Church recognized by 
State. ; 

u 1 base, begin, constitute, construct, create, 

decree, form, found, inaugurate, initiate, institute, 

introduce, organize, originate, set up, start. 2 

ensconce, entrench, install, lodge, secure, settle, 

Station. 3 (established) deep-rooted, 

deep-seated, indelible, ineradicable, ingrained, 

long-lasting, long-standing, permanent, proven, 
reliable, respected, rooted, secure, traditional, 
well known, well tried. 4 accept, agree, 
authenticate, certify, confirm, corroborate, decide, 
demonstrate, fix, prove, ratify, recognize, show to 
be true, substantiate, verify. 


establishment noun 1 establishing, being 
established. 2 public institution. 3 place of busi- 
n 4 staff, household, etc. 5 Church system 
Soha by law, 6 (the Establishment) social 
A 3 ; us 
change, uthority or influence and resisting 
rl Composition, constitution, creation, formation, 
enn: inauguration, inception, institution, 
ea oduction; setting up. 2, 3 business, company, 
concern, enterprise, factory, institution, office, 
ganization, Shop. 4 see HOUSEHOLD 2, STAFF NOUN 


espouse | etch 


estate /rstert/ noun 1 landed property. 2 area of 
homes or businesses planned as a whole. 3 dead 
person’s collective assets and liabilities. 
ū estate agent person whose business is sale 
and lease of buildings and land on behalf of 
others. estate car car with continuous area for 
Year passengers and luggage. 

u 1 demesne, domain, holding, land, property. 2 

area, development. 3 assets, belongings, capital, 

chattels, effects, fortune, goods, inheritance, 

lands, possessions, property, wealth. 


esteem /i'sti:m/ verb 1 (usually in passive) 
think highly of. 2 formal consider. e noun high 
regard. 
m verb 1 see RESPECT Verb 1. © noun admiration, 
credit, estimation, favour, honour, regard, respect, 
reverence, veneration. 


ester /‘esta/ noun compound formed by re- 
placing the hydrogen of an acid by an organic 
radical. 

estimable /'estməb(ə)l/ adjective worthy of 
esteem. 

estimate noun |'estmət/ 1 approximate judge- 
ment of cost, value, etc. 2 approximate price” 
stated in advance for work. @ verb /'estmmert/ 
(-ting) 1 form estimate of. 2 (+ that) make rough 
i Se 3 (+ af) put (sum etc.) at by estimat- 

g. 

a noun 1 appraisal, approximation, assessment, 

calculation, estimation, evaluation, guess, 

guesstimate, judgement, opinion, reckoning, 

valuation. 2 price, quotation. © verb 1 appraise, 

assess, consider, evaluate, gauge, guess, judge, 

think out, colloquial weigh up. 2, 3 assess, 

calculate, compute, gauge, guess, judge, project, 

reckon, work out. 


estimation /est'merf(ə)n/ noun 1 estimating. 
2judgement of worth. 

m 1 appraisal, assessment, calculation, 

computation, evaluation. 2 appraisal, 

appreciation, assessment, consideration, 

estimate, evaluation, judgement, opinion, view. 


estrange /r'stremd3/ verb (-ging) 1 (usually in 
passive; often + from) alienate; make hostile or 
indifferent. 2 (as estranged adjective) no longer 
living with spouse. 0 estrangement zoun. 

estrogen US = OESTROGEN. 

estuary /'estjvərı/ noun (plural -ies) tidal 
mouth of river. 


m creek, firth, fjord, inlet, Scottish loch, river 
| mouth. 


ETA abbreviation estimated time of arrival. 

et al abbreviation and others (et alii). 

etc. abbreviation et cetera. 

et cetera /et 'setra/ adverb (also etcetera) 1 
and therest. 2 andsoon. o etceteras pluralnoun 
the usual extras. 

etch verb1 reproduce (picture etc.) by engraving 
metal plate with acid, esp. to print copies. 2 
engrave (plate) thus. 3 practise this craft. 4 
(usually + on, upon) impress deeply. 


etching | evade 


etching noun print made from etched plate. 


eternal /rts:n(ə)l/ adjective 1 existing always; 
without i or beginning. 2 unchanging. 3 collo- 
quial constant, too frequent. o eternalize verb 
(also -Ise). eternally adverb. é 

n 1 ceaseless, deathless, endless, everlasting, 

immortal, infinite, lasting, limitless, never-ending, 

permanent, perpetual, timeless, undying, 

unending, unlimited. 2 immutable, invariable, 

unchanging. 3 see CONTINUAL. 


eternity /r'ts:nitt/ noun 1 infinite time. 2endless 
life after death. 3 (an eternity) colloquial a very 
long time. 


8 1 infinity, perpetuity. 2 afterlife, eternal life, 
| immortality. 


ethane /'i:ðem/ noun hydrocarbon gas present 
in petroleum and natural gas. 

` ethanol /‘eSanvl/ noun alcohol. 

ether /'i:63/ noun 1 volatile liquid used as anaes- 
thetic or solvent. 2 clear sky; upper air. 

ethereal /r6rartal/ adjective 1 light, airy. 2 deli- 
cate, esp. in appearance. 3 heavenly. 

ethic /‘e61k/ noun set of moral principles. 

ethical adjective 1 relating to morals or ethics. 
2 morally correct. 3 (of drug etc.) available only 
on prescription. o ethically adverb. 

u 2 decent, fair, good, honest, just, moral, noble, 

principled, righteous, upright, virtuous. 


ethics plural noun (also treated as Singular) 1 
moral philosophy. 2 (set of) moral principles. 

Ethiopian /i:¢raupren/ noun native or national 
of Ethiopia. @ adjective of Ethiopia. 


ethnic /‘eOntk/ adjective 1 (of social group) 

having common national or cultural tradition. 
2 (of clothes etc.) resembling those of an exotic 
people. 3 (of person) having specified origin 
by birth or descent rather than nationality. 
Gethnic cleansing euphemistic expulsion or 
murder of people of ethnic or religious group in 
certain area. o ethnically adverb. 

a E 3 cultural, folk, national, racial, traditional, 

ribal. 


ethnology [eð'nolədzı/ noun comparative 
study of peoples. o ethnological Į-nə'lvdz-/ 
adjective. 

ethos ['i:6ns/ noun characteristic spirit of com- 
munity, people, or system. 


ethylene /'eðili:n/ noun flammable hydrocar- 
bon gas. 


etiolate /i:tralert/ verb (-ting) 1 make pale by 
excluding light. 2 give sickly colour to. o etiola- 
tion noun. 


etiology US = AETIOLOGY. 


etiquette ['etiket/ noun conventional rules of 
social behaviour or professional conduct. 

m ceremony, civility, code of behaviour, 
conventions, courtesy, decency, decorum, form, 
formalities, manners, politeness, propriety, 
protocol, rules, standards of behaviour. 
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étude /ertju:d/ noun musical composition 
designed to develop player’s skill. 


etymology /etrmoləd31/ noun (plural -ies) 4 
word’s origin and sense-development. 2 account 
of these. 0 etymological /-mo'lnd3-/ adjective. 


eucalyptus /ju:kə'lıptəs/ noun (plural -tuses 
or -ti /-tat/) 1 tall evergreen tree. 2 its oil, used as 
antiseptic etc. 


Eucharist /‘ju:kerist/ noun 1 Christian sacra- 
ment in which bread and wine are consecrated 
and consumed. 2 consecrated elements, esp. 
bread. o Eucharistic /-'ris-/ adjective. 


eugenics /ju:‘dsentks/ plural noun (also 
treated as singular) improvement of qualities of 
race by control of inherited characteristics, 
o eugenic adjective. eugenically adverb. 


eulogize /‘ju:ledsaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) extol, praise. 


eulogy /'ju:led31/ noun (plural -ies) speech or 
writing in praise or commendation. o eulogistic 
/-'d3is-/ adjective. 

eunuch /'ju:nək/ noun castrated man. 


euphemism /‘ju:fimz(2)m/ noun mild expres- 

sion substituted for blunt one. o euphemistic 
/-mis-/ adjective. euphemistically /-mts-/ 
adverb. 


euphonium /ju:'feuntem/ noun brass instru- 
ment of tuba family. 


euphony /‘ju:fent/ noun pleasantness of sound, 
esp. in words. o euphonious /-'fau-/ adjective. 


euphoria /ju:'fo:ria/ noun intense sense of 
well-being and excitement. o euphoric l-'for-/ 
adjective. 

Eurasian /jvə'rerz(ə)n/ adjective 1 of mixed 
European and Asian parentage. 2 of Europe and 
Asia. © noun Eurasian person. 


eureka /jua'ri:ka/ interjection I have found it! 


Eurodollar ['juərəvudvlə/ noun dollar held in 
bank in Europe etc. 


European /jvərə'prən/ adjective of, in, or 
extending over Europe. ezoun 1 native or 
inhabitant of Europe. 2 descendant of one. . 


Eustachian tube [ju:'sterf(e)n/ noun passage 
between middle ear and back of throat. 


euthanasia lju:ðə'nerzrə/ noun killing person 
painlessly, esp. one who has incurable painful 


disease. 


evacuate /rvekjvert/ verb (ting) 1 remove 
(people) from place of danger. 2 make empty, 
clear. 3 withdraw from (place). 4 empty (bowels). 
0 evacuation noun. 

m 1 move out, remove, send away. 2 clear, deplete, 

drain, void. 3 abandon, decamp from, desert, 

empty, forsake, leave, pull out of, quit, relinquish, 

vacate, withdraw from. . 


evacuee /iveekju:'i:/ noun person evacuated. 


evade /r'verd/ verb (-ding) 1 escape from, avoid. 


2 avoid doing or answering directly. 3 avoid 
paying (tax) illegally 


2avoid, colloquial chicken out of, circumvent, 
7 ude, escape from, flinch from, get away 
hedge, parry, shirk, shrink from, shun, 
eD Saer clear of; (evade a question) see 
EQUIVOCATE. 


ate /r'veljuert/ verb (-ting) 1 assess, 
Gidle 2 find or state number or amount of. 
g evaluation noun. y : 
m 4 appraise, assess, estimate, judge, value, 
colloquial weigh up. 2 calculate value of, compute, 


work out. 


evanesce Jevanes/ verb (-cing) literary fade 
from sight. o evanescence noun. evanescent 
adjective. 

evangelical /izveen'dgelik(e)l/ adjective 1 of or 
according to gospel teaching. 2 of Protestant 
groups maintaining doctrine of salvation by 
faith. @noun member of evangelical group. 
oevangelicalism noun. 

evangelist /r'veend3elist/ noun 1 writer of one 
ofthe 4 Gospels. 2 preacher of gospel. o evangel- 
ism noun. evangelistic /-‘lis-/ adjective. 

evangelize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 
preach gospel to. o evangelization noun. 

evaporate /rvæpərert/ verb (-ting) 1 turn into 
vapour. 2 (cause to) lose moisture as vapour. 3 
(cause to) disappear. 0 evaporation noun. 

u 1 vaporize. 2 dehydrate, desiccate, dry up. 3 

disappear, disperse, dissipate, dissolve, literary 

evanesce, melt away, vanish. 


evasion /r'ver3(9)n/ noun 1 evading. 2 evasive 
answer. 


evasive /r'vetstv/ adjective seeking to evade. 
u evasiveness noun. 
u ambiguous, colloquial cagey, circumlocutory, 
deceptive, devious, disingenuous, equivocal, 
equivocating, inconclusive, indecisive, indirect, 
misleading, noncommittal, oblique, prevaricating, 
roundabout, colloquial shifty, sophistical, 
uninformative. 


eve noun 1 evening or day before festival etc. 2 
time just before event. 3 archaic evening. 
even /'i:v(ə)n/ adjective(-er, -est) 1 level, smooth. 
2 uniform. 3 equal. 4 equable, calm. 5 divisible 
by two. © adverb 4 still, yet. 2 (with negative) so 
much as. @ verb (often + up) make or become 
even. Geven-handed impartial, fair. even- 
handedness noun. even if in spite of the 
feet that; no matter whether. even out 1 become 
evel or regular. 2 spread (thing) over period or 
among group. even-tempered not easily 
angered. get even 1 (often + with) achieve 
revenge. 2 equalize score. n evenly adverb. even- 
ness noun. 
= aueccive 1 flat, flush, horizontal, level, plane, 
5 Ooth, straight, true. 2 consistent, constant, 
qualized, measured, metrical, monotonous, 
epee regular, rhythmical, symmetrical, 
i asat: en, uniform, unvarying. 3 balanced, equal, 
ES cal, level, matching, the same. 4 balanced, 
Tatts composed, cool, equable, even-tempered, 
ce imperturbable, pacific, peaceable, 
Ceful, placid, poised, reliable, self-possessed, 


evaluate | every 


serene, stable, steady, tranquil, unemotional, 
unexcitable, unruffled. © verb (even up) see 
EQUALIZE 1-2. 0 even out 1 see FLATTEN 1. get 
even see RETALIATE. 


evening /"i:vnmy/ moun end part of day, esp. from 
about 6 p.m. to bedtime. o evening class adult 
education class held in evening. evening dress 
formal clothes for evening wear. evening star 
planet, esp. Venus, conspicuous in west after 
sunset. 

u dusk, archaic or poetical eventide, poetical 

gloaming, nightfall, sundown, sunset, twilight. 


evensong noun evening service in Church of 
England. 


event /!'vent/ noun 1 thing that happens. 2 fact 
of thing occurring. 3 organized occasion. 4 (item 
in) sports programme. cin any event, at all 
events whatever happens. in the event as it 
turns or turned out. in the event of if (thing) 
happens. 
u 1 affair, business, circumstance, episode, 
experience, happening, incident, occurrence. 2 
conclusion, consequence, effect, issue, outcome, 
result, upshot. 3 activity, ceremony, 
entertainment, function, occasion. 4 bout, 
championship, competition, contest, 
engagement, fixture, game, match, meeting, 
tournament. 


eventful adjective marked by noteworthy 
events. 

eventide /‘i:v(s)ntaid/ noun archaic or poetical 
evening. 

eventual /r'ventSual/ adjective occurring in due 
course or in the end. o eventually adverb. 


u concluding, consequent, destined, due, 
ensuing, final, last, resultant, resulting, ultimate. 


eventuality /iventSo'eliti/ noun (plural -ies) 
possible event. 

ever /‘eva/ adverb 1 at all times; always. 2 at 
any time. o ever since throughout period since 
(then). ever so colloquial very. ever such a(n) 
colloquial a very. 


evergreen adjective retaining green leaves 
throughout year. @ noun evergreen plant. 


everlasting adjective‘ lasting for ever oralong 
time. 2 (of flower) retaining shape and colour 
when dried. o everlastingly adverb. 

um 1 ceaseless, deathless, endless, eternal, 

immortal, incorruptible, infinite, lasting, limitless, 

measureless, never-ending, permanent, 

perpetual, persistent, timeless, unchanging, 

undying, unending. 


evermore adverb for ever; always. 


| m always, eternally, for ever, unceasingly. 


every /‘evri/ adjective 1 each. 2 all. o everybody 
EN iki everyday 1 occurring every day. 2 
ordinary. Everyman ordinary or typical human 
being. every now and again or then occasion- 
ally. everyone everybody. every other each 


evict | exalt 


i t 
alternate. everything 1 all things. 2 the mos 
important thing. everywhere in every place. 

evict /r'vikt/ verb expel (tenant) by legal process. 
o eviction noun. : 

m boot out, dispossess, eject, expel, kick out, 

oust, put out, remove, throw out, colloquial turf 

out, turn out. 


evidence /‘evid(a)ns/ noun 1 (often + for, of) 
indication, sign. 2 information given to establish 
fact etc. 3 statement etc. admissible in court of 
law. © verb (-cing) be evidence of. 

m noun 1 indication, manifestation, proof, sign, 

symptom, token. 2 confirmation, corroboration, 

data, documentation, facts, grounds, information, 

statistics, substantiation. 3 attestation, deposition, 

statement, testimony; (give evidence) see TESTIFY. 


evident adjective obvious, manifest. 

@ apparent, certain, clear, discernible, manifest, 
noticeable, obvious, palpable, patent, 
perceptible, plain, self-explanatory, 
unambiguous, undeniable, unmistakable, visible. 


evidential /evi'denJ(e)l/ adjective of or provid- 
ing evidence. 


evidently adverb 1 seemingly. 2 as shown by 
evidence. 
evil /'i:v(ə)l/ adjective 1 wicked. 2 harmful. 3 dis- 
agreeable, unpleasant. e noun 1 evil thing. 2 
wickedness. o evildoer person who does evil. 
evildoing noun. evil eye gaze believed to cause 
harm. o evilly adverb. 
n adjective 1 amoral, atrocious, bad, base, 
black-hearted, blasphemous, corrupt, criminal, 
cruel, depraved, devilish, diabolical, dishonest, 
fiendish, foul, hateful, heinous, hellish, immoral, 
impious, infamous, iniquitous, irreligious, 
machiavellian, malevolent, malicious, nefarious, 
perverted, reprobate, satanic, sinful, sinister, 
ungodly, unprincipled, unrighteous, vicious, vile, 
villainous, wicked, wrong. 2 bad, baleful, 
destructive, harmful, malignant, noxious, 
pernicious, pestilential, poisonous, treacherous. 3 
disagreeable, foul, nasty, troublesome, 
unpleasant, unspeakable, vile. @ noun 1 affliction, 
bane, calamity, catastrophe, curse, disaster, 
enormity, harm, ill, misfortune, wrong. 2 amorality, 
blasphemy, corruption, crime, criminality, cruelty, 
depravity, dishonesty, fiendishness, heinousness, 
immorality, impiety, iniquity, knavery, 
malevolence, malice, mischief, sin, sinfulness, 
treachery, formal turpitude, ungodliness, 
unrighteousness, vice, viciousness, villainy, 
wickedness, wrongdoing. 


evince /r'vms/ verb (cing) show, indicate. 


eviscerate /tvisarert/ verb (-ting) disembowel. 
o evisceration noun. 

evocative /rvokətıv/ adjective evoking (feel- 
ings etc.). 

lm atmospheric, convincing, descriptive, emotive, 
graphic, imaginative, provoking, realistic, 
stimulating, suggestive, vivid. 


evoke /r'vauk/ verb (-king) call up (feeling etc.). 
ū evocation /eva-/ noun. 
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m arouse, awaken, call up, conjure up, elicit, 
excite, inspire, invoke, kindle, produce, Provoke, 
raise, rouse, stimulate, stir up, suggest, summon 


up. 


evolution /i:və'lu:f(ə)n/ noun 1 evolving, 2 
development of species from earlier forms, 3 
unfolding of events etc. 4 change in disposition 
of troops or ships. o evolutionary adjective. 

m 1,2 advance, development, emergence, 

formation, growth, improvement, maturing, 

progress. 3 development, unfolding. 


evolutionist noun person who regards evolu- 
tion as explaining origin of species. 
evolve /r'volv/ verb (-ving) 1 develop gradually 
and naturally. 2 devise. 3 unfold, open out. 
u 1 derive, descend, develop, emerge, grow, 
improve, mature, modify gradually, progress, 
unfold. 


ewe /ju:/ noun female sheep. 
ewer /'ju:ə/ noun water-jug with wide mouth. 


ex" preposition (of goods) sold from (warehouse 
etc.). o ex-directory not listed in telephone dir- 
ectory at subscriber's wish. 


ex? noun colloquial former husband or wife. 


ex- prefix formerly. 


exacerbate /ek'szesabert/ verb (ting) 1 make 
worse. 2 irritate. o exacerbation noun. 


exact /ig'zeekt/ adjective accurate; correct in all 
details. @ verb 1 demand and enforce payment 
of (fees etc.). 2 demand, insist on. o exactness 
noun. 
m adjective accurate, correct, dead (centre), 
detailed, faithful, faultless, flawless, literal, 
meticulous, painstaking, perfect, precise, 
punctilious, right, rigorous, scrupulous, specific, 
colloquial spot on, strict, true, truthful, formal 
veracious. © verb claim, compel, demand, 
enforce, extort, extract, get, impose, insist on, 
obtain, require. S 


exacting adjective demanding; requiring much 
effort. 


l E see DIFFICULT 1. 


exaction noun 1 exacting, being exacted. 2 
illegal or exorbitant demand. 


exactitude noun exactness. 
exactly adverb 1 precisely. 2 I agree: 


exaggerate /ig'zzedsarert/ verb (-ting) 1 make 
seem larger or greater than itreally is. 2 increase 
beyond normal or due proportions. o exagger- 
ated adjective, exaggeration noun. 

m 1 amplify, embellish, embroider, enlarge, inflate, 

colloquial lay it on thick, magnify, make too much 

of, maximize, overdo, overemphasize, 

overestimate, overstate, colloquial pile iton. 2 see 

CARICATURE verb. O exaggerated see EXCESSIVE. 


exalt /1g9'z:lt/ verb 4 raise in rank, power, etc. 
2 praise, extol. 3 (usually as exalted adjective) 
make lofty or noble. n exaltation /eg-/ noun. 


ee 
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t, elevate, lift, promote, raise, uplift. 2 see 
m 1 PTa (exalted) see HIGH adjective 4. 


exam /ig'zem/ noun examination, test. 
ion /igzzemt'nets(a)n/ noun 1 exam- 
examination fined. 2 detailed inspection. 3 
testing of knowledge or ability by questions. 4 
formal questioning of witness etc. in court. 
1, 2analysis, appraisal, assessment, audit, 
check-up, inspection, investigation, colloquial 
post-mortem, probe, review, scan, scrutiny, study, 
survey. 3 exam, colloquial oral, paper, test, ‘ 
colloquial viva, viva voce. 4 cross-examination, 
interrogation, questioning. 


examine /1g'zæmm/ verb (-ning) 1 inquire into. 
2 look closely at. 3 test knowledge or ability of. 4 
check health of. 5 question formally. 0 exam- 
inee /-'ni:/ noun. examiner noun. 
n 4, 2 analyse, appraise, audit (accounts), check, 
colloquial check out, explore, inquire into, inspect, 
investigate, look at, peruse, probe, research, scan, 
scrutinize, sift, sort out, study, slang suss out, vet, 
colloquial weigh up. 3 assess, evaluate, quiz, test. 
5 cross-examine, cross-question, grill, 
interrogate, pump, question, sound out, try. 


example /19'za:mp(e)l/ noun 1 thing illustrat- 
ing general rule; specimen. 2 model, pattern; pre- 
cedent. 3 warning to others. o for example by 
way of illustration. 

n 1 case, illustration, instance, occurrence, 

sample, specimen. 2 ideal, model, paragon, 

pattern, precedent, prototype. 3 lesson, warning. 


exasperate /ig'za:spərert/ verb (-ting) irritate 
intensely. o exasperation noun. 

u disputed aggravate, annoy, colloquial drive 

mad, gall, infuriate, irk, irritate, colloquial needle, 

pique, provoke, colloquial rile, vex. 


ex cathedra /eks kə'ði:drə/ adjective & adverb 
with full authority (esp. of papal pronounce- 
ment). [Latin] 


excavate ['ekskevert/ verb (-ting) 1 make (hole 
etc.) by digging. 2 dig out material from (ground). 
3 reveal or extract by digging. 4 dig systematic- 
ally to explore (archaeological site). o excav- 
ation noun. excavator noun. 

m 1 burrow, dig, gouge out, hollow out, mine, scoop 


Out. 3 dig up, expose, extract, reveal, uncover, 
unearth 


eee /tk'si:d/ verb 1 be more or greater than. 
; go beyond;.do more than is warranted by. 3 


= 1 beat, go over, outnumber, overtake, pass. 2 do 
A ore than, go beyond, overstep, transcend. 3 
xcel, outshine, outstrip, surpass, transcend. 


exceedingly adverb very. 

ae) especially, exceptionally, 

ane Ssively, extraordinarily, extremely, 
tandingly, specially, unusually, very. 


excel /rk'sel Jl- 
preeminent! verb (-ll-) 1 surpass. 2 be 


exam | excess 


m 1 beat, better, eclipse, exceed, outclass, outdo, 
outshine, Surpass, top. 2 be excellent, be 
pre-eminent, do best, shine, stand out. 


excellence /‘eksalens/ noun great merit. 


Excellency noun (plural -ies) (His, Her, Your 
Excellency) title used of or to ambassador, gov- 
ernor, etc. 

excellent adjective extremely good. 


m slang ace, admirable, colloquial beautiful, 
colloquial brilliant, colloquial capital, colloquial 
champion, choice, consummate, slang cool, slang 
cracking, distinguished, esteemed, estimable, 
exceptional, exemplary, extraordinary, colloquial 
fabulous, colloquial fantastic, fine, first-class, 
first-rate, flawless, colloquial gorgeous, colloquial 
great, high-class, ideal, impressive, colloquial 
magnificent, marvellous, model, notable, 
outstanding, perfect, phenomenal, remarkable, 
colloquial smashing, splendid, sterling, colloquial 
stunning, colloquial super, colloquial superb, 
superlative, supreme, surpassing, colloquial 
terrific, colloquial tiptop, colloquial top-notch, 
top-ranking, colloquial tremendous, unequalled, 
wonderful. 


except /1k'sept/ verb exclude from general state- 
ment etc. © preposition (often + for) not includ- 
ing; other than. 


| a verb exclude, leave out, omit. 
excepting preposition except. 
exception /ik'sepf(ə)n/ noun 1 excepting. 2 
thing or case excepted. 3 thing that does not 
follow rule. o take exception (often + to) object. 
m 1 exclusion, omission, rejection. 3 abnormality, 
anomaly, departure, deviation, eccentricity, freak, 
irregularity, oddity, peculiarity, quirk, rarity. 0 take 
exception see OBJECT verb. 


exceptionable adjective open to objection. 


USAGE Exceptionable is sometimes confused 
with exceptional. 


exceptional adjective 1 forming exception. 2 
unusual. 3 unusually good. o exceptionally 
adverb. 


USAGE Exceptional is sometimes confused with 
exceptionable. £ 

m 1, 2 aberrant, abnormal, anomalous, atypical, 
curious, deviant, eccentric, extraordinary, 
extreme, isolated, memorable, notable, odd, out of 
the ordinary, peculiar, phenomenal, quirky, rare, 
remarkable, singular, solitary, special, strange, 
surprising, uncommon, unconventional, 
unexpected, unheard-of, unique, unparalleled, 
unprecedented, unpredictable, untypical, 
unusual. 3 see EXCELLENT. 


excer| tnoun /‘eks3:pt/ shortextract from book, 
film, ey everb /ik'ss:pt/ take excerpts from. 
o excerption /tk's3:pJ (a)n/ noun. : 

u noun citation, clip, extract, fragment, highlight, 

part, passage, quotation, section, selection, 

trailer. 


excess noun. /1k'ses/ 1 exceeding. 2 amount by 


excessive | exclusive 


ich thing exceeds. 3 intemperance in eating 

Me niki o adjective j'ekses/ that exceeds 

limit or given amount. o in, to excess exceeding 

proper amount or degree. in excess of more 
than. 

i m noun 1 abundance, glut, over-abundance, 
overflow, overkill, profit, redundancy, 
superabundance, superfluity, surfeit, surplus. 3 
debauchery, dissipation, extravagance, 
intemperance, over-indulgence, profligacy, 
wastefulness. 


excessive /ik'sestv/ adjective too much or too 
great. o excessively adverb. ; 

m disproportionate, exaggerated, exorbitant, 
extortionate, extravagant, extreme, fanatical, 
immoderate, inflated, inordinate, intemperate, 
needless, overdone, prodigal, profligate, profuse, 
superfluous, undue, unjustifiable, unnecessary, 
unneeded, unrealistic, unreasonable, wasteful. 


exchange /iks't{emd3/ noun 1 giving one thing 
and receiving another in its place. 2 exchanging 
of money for equivalent, esp. in other currency. 
3 centre where telephone connections are made. 
4 place where merchants, stockbrokers, etc. 
transact business. 5 employment office. 6 short 
conversation. © verb (-ging) 1 give or receive 
in exchange. 2 interchange. o exchange rate 
price of one currency expressed in another. 
o exchangeable adjective. 

a noun 1 deal, interchange, reciprocity, 

replacement, substitution, swap, switch. © verb 

bargain, barter, change, convert (currency), 

interchange, reciprocate, replace, substitute, 

Swap, switch, trade, trade in, traffic. 


exchequer /tks't{eka/ noun 1 former govern- 
ment department in charge of national revenue. 
2 royal or national treasury. 

excise’ /'eksarz/ noun 1 tax levied on goods pro- 
duced or sold within the country. 2 tax on certain 
licences. 

excise? /ik'sarz/ verb 
OD excision /-'st3-/ noun. 

excitable adjective easily excited. o excitabil- 
ity noun. 

E bubbly, chattery, edgy, emotional, explosive, 

fidgety, fiery, highly-strung, hot-tempered, 

irrepressible, jumpy, lively, mercurial, nervous, 

Passionate, quick-tempered, restive, 

temperamental, unstable, volatile. 


excite (esate) verb (-ting) 1 move 
emotion. 2 arouse (feelings etc.). 3 provoke 
(action etc.). 4 stimulate to activity. o excited 
adjective. excitement noun. exciting adjective. 


(sing) cut out or away. 


to strong 


angry, enthusiastic, insistent, disappointed, hurt, surprised, etc, 
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m 1 agitate, animate, arouse, awaken, 
discompose, disturb, elate, electrify, enthral, 
exhilarate, fluster, get going, incite, inflame, 
interest, intoxicate, move, perturb, provoke, rouse 
stimulate, stir up, thrill, titillate, colloquial turn on, i 
upset, urge, colloquial wind up, work up. 2 arouse, 
awaken, cause, elicit, encourage, engender, 
evoke, fire, generate, kindle, motivate, Produce, 
whet. 3 call forth, cause, elicit, generate, incite, 
provoke, set off, stimulate. 4 see ACTIVATE 1. 

u excited agitated, boisterous, delirious, eager, 
enthusiastic, excitable, exuberant, feverish, 
frantic, frenzied, heated, colloquial het up, 
hysterical, impassioned, intoxicated, lively, 
moved, nervous, overwrought, restless, Spirited, 
vivacious, wild. excitement slang action, activity, 
adventure, agitation, animation, commotion, 
delirium, drama, eagerness, enthusiasm, furore, 
fuss, heat, intensity, colloquial kicks, Passion, 
stimulation, suspense, tension, thrill, unrest. 
exciting dramatic, electric, electrifying, eventful, 
fast-moving, galvanizing, gripping, hair-raising, 
heady, inspiring, intoxicating, provocative, 
riveting, rousing, sensational, spectacular, 
spine-tingling, stimulating, Stirring, suspenseful, 
tense, thrilling. 


exclaim /1k'sklem/ verb 4 cry out suddenly, 2 
utter or say thus. 

E bawl, bellow, blurt out, call, cry out, ejaculate, 

shout, vociferate, yell. 


exclamation /eksklo'merf(e)n/ noun 1 ex- 
claiming. 2 word(s) etc. exclaimed. 3 expletive. 
o exclamation mark punctuation mark () indi- 
cating exclamation (see panel). o exclamatory 
/tk'sklzmeter1/ adjective. 

E 1, 2 bellow, call, cry, ejaculation, interjection, 

shout, vociferation, yell. 3 expletive, oath, swear 

word. 


exclude /ik'sklu:d/ verb 
out. 2 make impossible, 
noun. 
m 1 ban, banish, bar, blacklist, debar, disown, 
eject, excommunicate, expel, keep out, leave out, 
lock out, omit, ostracize, oust, outlaw, proscribe, 
put an embargo on, refuse, reject, remove, 
repudiate, shut out. 2 bar, disallow, except, forbid, 
interdict, outlaw, preclude, prevent, prohibit, 
Proscribe, rule out, stop, veto. 


(-ding) 1 shut out, leave 
preclude. o exclusion 


exclusive hik'sklu:sv/ adjective 1 excluding 
other things. 2 (+ of) not including. 3 (of society 
etc.) tending to exclude outsiders, 4 high-class. 5 
not obtainable or published elsewhere. @ noun 
exclusive item of news, film, etc. o exclusively 


Iam not pleased at all! Iwish Icould ! 
Ljust love sweets! Ow! pdt 
Go away! He didn’t even Say goodbye! 


a 
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verb. exclusiveness NOUN. exclusivity 
Jeksklu:'srvıtı/ noun- og: 
jective 3 clannish, closed, private, restrictive, 
select, selective, snobbish. 4 colloquial classy, 
fashionable, high-class, colloquial posh, 
upmarket. 5 limited, restricted, sole, unique, 


unshared. 


communicate /ekske'mju:nikert/ verb 


(-ting) deprive (person) of membership and sac- 
raments of Church. o excommunication noun. 
oriate /eks'ko:rieit/ verb (-ting) 1 remove 
pe of skin of by abrasion. 2 remove (skin). 3 
censure severely. 0 excoriation noun. 


excrement ['ekskrmant/ noun faeces. 

excrescence /ik'skres(a)ns/ noun abnormal 
or morbid outgrowth. o excrescent adjective. 
excreta /1k'skri:ta/ plural noun faeces and 
urine. 


u droppings, dung, excrement, faeces, filth, 
| manure, sewage, urine, waste matter. 
excrete /ik'skri:t/ verb (-ting) (of animal or 


plant) expel (waste). o excretion moun. excre- 
tory adjective. 


u defecate, evacuate the bowels, go to the 
lavatory, relieve oneself. 


excruciating /ik'skru:fierttm/ -adjective 
acutely painful. o excruciatingly adverb. 

exculpate /‘ekskalpert/ verb (-ting) formal free 
from blame. o exculpation noun. 

excursion /1k'sks:J(9)n/ moun journey to place 
ahd back, made for pleasure. 

a cruise, expedition, jaunt, journey, outing, 

ramble, tour, trek, trip, voyage. 


exeursive /tk'ska:stv/ adjective literary digres- 
sive. 


excuse verb /ik'skju:z/ (-sing) 1 try to lessen 
blame attaching to (person, act); forgive. 2 serve 
as reason to judge (person, act) less severely. 3 
(often + from) grant exemption to. e oun 
[ik'skju:s/ 1 reason put forward to mitigate or 
Justify offence. 2 apology. abe excused be 
allowed to leave or be absent. excuse me polite 
request to be allowed to pass; polite apology for 
uerrupting or disagreeing. u excusable 
l“skju:z-/ adjective. 
m verb 1 absolve, acquit, apologize for, clear, 
condone, defend, disregard, formal exculpate, 
exonerate, forgive, ignore, overlook, pardon, pass 
rat Sanction, tolerate. 2 explain away, justify, 
aan vindicate, warrant. 3 absolve, discharge, 
Toe free, let off, colloquial let off the hook, 
Stas release. © noun disputed alibi, apology, 
“ence, explanation, extenuation, justification, 


mitigation, palliation, plea, pretext, rationalization, 


reason, vindication. 


ex. + as 
~ directory adjective not listed in telephone 
ctory at subscriber's wish. 


e 
ab able l'eksikrəb(ə)l/ adjective abomin- 


e [7 
xecrate /'eksıkrert/ verb (-ting) 1 express or 


excommunicate | exert 


feel abhorrence for. 2 curse. 0 execration noun. 
execute /‘eksikju:t/ verb (-ting) 1 ca 

perium 2 put to death. 9 heats 
a 1 accomplish, achieve, bring off, carry out 
complete, discharge, do, effect, anal Grist 
implement, perform, pull off. 2 see KILL verb 1. 


execution /eksr'kju:{()n/ noun 1 carrying out. 
2 performance. 3 capital punishment. me 

executioner noun person carrying out death 
sentence. 

executive /ig'zekjutiv/ noun 1 person or body 
with managerial or administrative responsibil- 
ity. 2 branch of government etc. concerned with 
executing laws, agreements, etc. @ adjective con- 
cerned with executing laws, agreements, etc. or 
with administration etc. 


m noun 1 administrator, colloquial boss, chief, 
director, manager. 


executor /ig'zekjute/ noun (feminine executrix 
/-triks/) person appointed by testator to carry out 
terms of will. o executorial /-'ta:rtal/ adjective. 

exegesis /ekst'd3i:sis/ noun explanation, esp. 
of Scripture. o exegetic /-‘d3ettk/ adjective. 

exemplar /19'zempla/ noun 1 model. 2 typical 
instance. 

exemplary adjective 1 outstandingly good. 2 
serving as example or warning. 


m1 admirable, commendable, faultless, flawless, 
ideal, model, perfect, praiseworthy, 
unexceptionable. 


exemplify /19'zemplifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) give or 
be example of. o exemplification noun. 


m demonstrate, depict, embody, illustrate, 
| personify, represent, show, symbolize, typify. 
exempt /ig'zempt/ adjective (often + from) free 
from obligation or liability imposed on others. 
© verb (usually + from) make exempt. O exemp- 


tion noun. 


m verb except, exclude, excuse, free, let off, 
| colloquial let off the hook, liberate, release, spare. 
exercise /‘eksasaiz/ noun 1 use of muscles etc., 
esp. for health. 2 task set for physical or other 
training. 3 use or application of faculties etc.; 
practice. 4 (often in plural) military drillor man- 
oeuvres. @verb (-sing) 1 use. 2 perform 
(function). 3 take exercise. 4 give exercise to. 5 
tax powers of. 6 perplex, worry. 
u noun 1 action, activity, effort, exertion. 2 
(exercises) aerobics, calisthenics, games, 
gymnastics, PE, sport, warm-up, workout. 3 
application, discipline, drill, operation, practice, 
training, use. 4 (exercises) drill, manoeuvres, 
training. @ verb 1 apply, bring to bear, display, 
effect, employ, execute, exert, expend, implement, 
put to use, show, use, utilize, wield. 3 drill, exert 
oneself, jog, keep fit, practise, train, work out. 6see 
WORRY verb 2. 


exert /19'23:t/ verb 1 use; bring to bear. 2 (exert 
oneself) make effort. 0 exertion noun. 


m o exertion action, effort, endeavour, strain, 
| striving, struggle, work. 


exfoliate | exoskeleton 


exfoliate /eks'feuliert/ verb (-ting) come off in 
scales or layers. 0 exfoliation nour. 
tia Jeks 'greifa/ adverb as favour and not 
that fen Pegal) compulsion. © adjective 
granted on this basis. [Latin] 
exhale /eks‘heil/ verb (-ling) 1 breathe out. 2 
give off or be given off in vapour. o exhalation 
/-ha-/ noun. 
exhaust /i9'zo:st/ verb 1 consume, use up. 2 
(often as exhausted adjective or exhausting 
adjective) tire out. 3 study or expound com- 
pletely. 4 empty of contents. ezoun 1 waste 
gases etc. expelled from engine after combustion. 
2 pipe or system through which they are 
expelled. o exhaustible adjective. exhaustion 
noun. 
a verb 1 consume, deplete, dissipate, expend, 
finish off, run through, sap, spend, use up. 2 
debilitate, enervate, colloquial fag, fatigue, 
prostrate, tax, tire, wear out, weary; (exhausted) 
See BREATHLESS 1, WEARY adjective 1; 
(exhausting) arduous, back-breaking, crippling, 
debilitating, demanding, difficult, enervating, 
fatiguing, gruelling, hard, laborious, punishing, 
severe, strenuous, taxing, tiring, wearying. 4 drain, 
empty, void. © noun 1 discharge, emission, fumes, 
gases, smoke. 0 exhaustion debility, fatigue, 
lassitude, tiredness, weakness, weariness. 


exhaustive adjective complete, comprehen- 
sive. o exhaustively adverb. 

Wall out, complete, comprehensive, extensive, 

full-scale, intensive, meticulous, thorough. 


exhibit /ig'zibrt/ verb (-t-) 1 show, esp. publicly. 
2 display. © noun thing exhibited. n exhibitor 
noun. 

m verb 1 arrange, display, offer, present, put up, set 
up, show. 2 air, betray, brandish, demonstrate, 

disclose, display, evidence, express, flaunt, 

Indicate, manifest, parade, reveal, show off. 


exhibition /ekst'biS(@)n/ noun 1 display, public 
show. 2 exhibiting, being exhibited. 3 scholar- 
ship, esp. from funds of college etc. 
m 1 demonstration, display, exposition, 
presentation, show, 


exhibitioner noun student receiving exhibi- 
on. 
exhibitionism noun 4 tendency towards 
attention-seeking behaviour. 2 compulsion to 
expose genitals in public. n exhibitionist noun. 
exhilarate hg'zilereit/ verb (-tin 

I 9) (often as 
exhilarating adjective or exhilarated adjective) 
enliven, gladden. o exhilaration noun. 
a (exhilarating) bracing, cheering, enlivening, 
exciting, invigorating, refreshing, rejuvenating, 
seating: tonic, uplifting; (exhilarated) see 
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exhume /eks'hju:m/ verb (-ming) dig up, 
oO exhumation noun. 

exigency /‘eksidgensi/ noun (plural -les) (also 
exigence) 1 urgent need. 2 emergency, 
o exigent adjective. 

exiguous /eg'zigjuas/ adjective scanty, small, 
o exiguity /-'gju:1tt/ noun. 

exile /'eksail/ noun 1 expulsion or long absence 
from one’s country etc. 2 person in exile, © verb 
(-ling) send into or condemn to exile. 

a noun 1 banishment, deportation, ©xpatriation, 

expulsion, historical transportation. 2 deportee, 

displaced person, émigré, expatriate, outcast, 

refugee. © verb ban, banish, bar, deport, drive out, 

eject, evict, expatriate, expel, oust, send away, 

historical transport. 


exist /rg'zist/ verb 1 be, have being. 2 occur, be 
found. 3 live with no pleasure. 4 live. o existing 
adjective. 

m 1 be, bein existence, be real. 2 be found, happen, 

occur. 4 archaic abide, continue, endure, hold out, 

keep going, last, live, remain alive, subsist, survive, 

o existing see ACTUAL 1-2, CURRENT adjective 1, 

LIVING adjective 1. 


existence noun 1 fact or manner of existing. 2 
all that exists. o existent adjective. 

a 1 actuality, being, continuance, life, living, 

persistence, reality, survival. 2 creation, life, 

universe. 


existential /egzr'stenJ(2)1/ adjective of or relat- 
ing to existence. 

existentialism noun philosophical theory 
emphasizing existence of individual as free and 
Self-determining agent. o existentialist adjective 
& noun. 

exit /‘eksit/ noun 1 way out. 2 going out, depar- 
ture. 3 place where vehicles leave motorway etc. 
© verb (-t-) make one’s exit. 

m noun 1 barrier, door, doorway, egress, gate, 

gateway, opening, portal, way out. 2 departure, 

escape, evacuation, exodus, flight, leave-taking, 

retreat, withdrawal. © verb see DEPART 1,2. 


exodus /'eksadas/ noun 1 mass departure. 2 
(Exodus) that of Israelites from Egypt. 
ex officio /eks a'fifrau/ adverb & adjective by 
virtue of one’s office. 
exonerate /ıg'zonərert/ verb (-ting) free or 
declare free from blame. o exoneration noun. 
exorbitant /1g'zo:bit(e)nt/ adjective grossly 
excessive, 
m disproportionate, excessive, expensive, 
extortionate, extravagant, high, inordinate, 
outrageous, Prohibitive, colloquial steep, 
unjustifiable, unrealistic, unreasonable, 
unwarranted. 


exorcize /'ekso:saiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 drive out (evil spirit) by prayers etc. 2 
free (person, place) thus. n exorcism noun. exor- 
cist noun. 


exoskeleton /eksauskelitan/ noun external 
skeleton. 


-_ 
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P ‘zottk/ adjective 1 introduced from 
eroti, [aah unusual. © noun exotic plant 
a n exotically adverb. ; 
adjective 1 alien, far-away, foreign, remote. 2 
rare different, extraordinary, foreign-looking, 
mal odd, outlandish, peculiar, rare, singular, 
ane striking, unfamiliar, unusual, colloquial 


weird. 


‘snzend/ verb 1 increase in size or 

arty 2 (often + on) give fuller account. 3 

become more genial. 4 write out in full. 5 spread 

out flat. o expandable adjective. expansion 
ret amplify, augment, froaden, build up, develop, 
dilate, distend, diversify, elaborate, enlarge, 
extend, fill out, grow, heighten, increase, lengthen, 
prolong, stretch, swell, thicken, widen. 2 see 
ELABORATE Verb. 5 open out, spread out, unfold. 


expanse /ik'spæns/ moun wide area or extent of 
land, space, etc. 


area, breadth, extent, range, sheet, space, 
| spread, stretch, surface, sweep, tract. 


expansionism noun advocacy of expansion, 
esp. of state’s territory. 0 expansionist noun & 
adjective. 

expansive adjective 1 able or tending to 
expand. 2 extensive. 3 genial. - 

m 2 see BROAD adjective 1. 3 affable, amiable, 

communicative, effusive, extrovert, friendly, 

genial, open, outgoing, sociable, talkative, well 

disposed. 


expatiate /1k'sperfiert/ verb (ting) (usually + 
on, upon) speak or write at length. o expatiation 
noun, 


expatriate adjective /eks'petriet/ 1 living 
abroad. 2 exiled. © noun /eks'pzetriet/ expatriate 
Person. © verb /eks'pzetriert/ (-ting) expel from 
native country. o expatriation /-'e1J(a)n/ noun. 


expect /ik'spekt/ verb 1 regard as likely. 2 look 
for as ‘One's due. 3 colloquial suppose. obe 
expecting colloquial be pregnant. 
m 1 disputed anticipate, await, colloquial bank on, 
rgain for, be Prepared for, contemplate, counton, 
invisage, forecast, foresee, have faith in, hope for, 
magine, look forward to, plan for, predict, 
Frephesy, reckon on, wait for; (expected) see 
vom whose (PREDICT). 2 demand, insist on, look 
cone, on, require, want. 3 assume, believe, 
he a ure, guess, imagine, judge, presume, 
UPpose, suppose, surmise, think. 


a1 eager, 
Optimistic, 
colloquial 


“xPectation 


|__/ekspek'ters(a)n/ 
probabili anticipation. 2 what one expects. 3 
ance. Y- 4 (in plural) prospects of inherit- 


©Xpectorant Jek: 


noun 1 


spektərənt/ adjective causing 


exotic | expensive 


expectoration. @ noun expectorant medicine. 


expectorate lek'spektərert/ verb (ting) cough 


or spit out from ch x 
toration noun. est or lungs; spit. o expec- 


expedient [tk’spi:dient/ adjective adv: 

: i k anta- 
geous; advisable on practical rather than moral 
grounds. © noun means of achieving an end; 
resource. o expediency noun. 


m adjective advantageous, advisabl appropri 
apropos, beneficial, convenient, desirable, beg 
helpful, judicious, opportune, politic, practical, 
pragmatic, profitable, propitious, prudent, right, 
sensible, suitable, toone's advantage, useful, 
worthwhile. © noun contrivance, device, dodge, 
manoeuvre, means, measure, method, ploy, 
recourse, resort, ruse, scheme, stratagem, tactic. 


expedite /‘ekspidart/ verb (-ting) 1 assist pro- 
gress of. 2 accomplish quickly. 


expedition /eksprdıf(ə)n/ noun 1 journey or 
voyage for particular purpose. 2 people etc. 
undertaking this. 3 speed. 

m 1 historical crusade, excursion, exploration, 

journey, mission, pilgrimage, quest, raid, safari, 

tour, trek, trip, undertaking, voyage. 


expeditionary adjective of or used on exped- 
ition. 


expeditious /ekspr'dıfəs/ adjective acting or 
done with speed and efficiency. n expeditiously 
adverb. expeditiousness noun. 


expel /ik'spel/ verb (-Il-) 1 deprive of member- 
ship. 2 force out; eject. 
m 1 ban, banish, cast out, colloquial chuck out, 
dismiss, drive out, eject, evict, exile, exorcize, fire, 
kick out, oust, remove, colloquial sack, send away, 
throw out, colloquial turf out, turn out. 2 belch, 
discharge, emit, exhale, give out, push out, send 
out, spew out. 


expend /tk'spend/ verb spend (money, time, 
etc.); use up. 


m consume, disburse, colloquial dish out, employ, 
| pay out, spend, use, use up. 


expendable adjective that may be sacrificed or 
dispensed with. 


u disposable, inessential, insignificant, 
| replaceable, throw-away, unimportant. 


expenditure /tk'spenditfe/ noun 1 expending. 
2 amount expended. 
xpense /ik'spens/ noun 1 cost, charge. 2 (in 
iiral) sl incurred in doing job etc. 3 reim- 
bursement of this. 
n 1 charge, cost, disbursement, fee, outlay, 
payment, price, rate. 2 (expenses) expenditure, 
outgoings, overheads, spending. 


expensive adjective costing or charging much. 
n expensively adverb. 

m costly, dear, exorbitant, extravagant, 

high-priced, overpriced, precious, colloquial 

pricey, colloquial steep, upmarket, valuable. 


experience | exploit 


ence /ik'sprarians/ noun 1 personal 

orpona A, 2 knowledge or skill 

based on this. 3 event that affects one. © verb 

(-cing) 1 have experience of; undergo. 2 feel. 

o experiential /-'en-/ adjective. 
u noun 1 background, familiarity, involvement, 
observation, participation, practice, taking part. 2 
expertise, know-how, knowledge, savoir faire, skill, 
understanding, wisdom. 3 adventure, i 
circumstance, episode, event, happening, 
incident, occurrence, ordeal, trial. © verb 1 
encounter, endure, face, go through, have a taste 
of, meet, practise, suffer, test out, try, undergo. 2 
feel, know, sample, suffer, taste. 


experienced adjective 1 having had much 
experience. 2 skilful through experience. 


experiment /ik'spermənt/ noun procedure 
adopted to test hypothesis or demonstrate 
known fact. © verb (also /-ment/) make experi- 
ment(s). experimentation /-men-/ noun. 


experimenter noun. 
a noun demonstration, investigation, practical, 
research, test, trial, try-out. © verb examine, 
investigate, make tests, probe, research, test, try 
out. 


experimental /iksperr'ment(e)l/ adjective 1 
based on experiment. 2 done by way of experi- 
ment. n experimentally adverb. 

m 1 empirical, experiential. 2 exploratory, on trial, 

pilot, provisional, tentative, trial. 


expert /‘eksps:t/ (often + at, in) adjective well 
informed or skilful in a subject. @ noun expert 
person. o expertly adverb. expertness noun. 
a adjective able, slang ace, brilliant, capable, 
Clever, competent, experienced, knowing, 
knowledgeable, masterful, masterly, practised, 
professional, proficient, qualified, skilful, skilled, ` 
sophisticated, specialized, trained, well versed, 
worldly-wise. © noun ace, authority, connoisseur, 
dab hand, genius, colloquial know-all, master, old 
hand, professional, pundit, specialist, veteran, 
virtuoso, wiseacre, wizard. 


expertise /eksps:'ti:z/ foun special 
knowledge. eai 


m adroitness, dexterity, expertness, judgement, 
know-how, knowledge, savoir faire, skill. 


expiate /‘ekspieit/ verb (-ting) pay penalty or 
make amends for (wrong). u expiation oun, 


expire /1k'spara/ verb (ring) 1 come to an end. 2 
cease to be valid. 3 die. 4 breathe out. o expira- 
tion /eksp1-/ noun. 

u 1 formal cease, come to an end, discontinue, 

end, finish, stop, terminate. 2 become invalid, 

lapse, run out. 3 see DIE’ 1. 


expiry noun end of validity or duration. 


explain /iks'plem/ verb 1 make intelligible. 2 


make known. 3 say by way of explanation. 4 
account for. 0 explainable adjective. > 
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a 1, 2 clarify, clear up, decipher, decode, define, 
demonstrate, describe, disentangle, elucidate, 
expound, get across, gloss, illustrate, interpret, 
make clear, make plain, shed light on, simplify, 
sort out, spell out, teach, translate, unravel, 4 
account for, excuse, give reasons for, justify, 
legitimize, make excuses for, rationalize, vindicate, 


explanation /eksplə-/ noun 1 explaining: state. 
ment or fact which clarifies. 2 excuse or reason, 


a 1 account, analysis, clarification, definition, 
demonstration, description, elucidation, 
exegesis, explication, exposition, gloss, 
illustration, interpretation, key, meaning, rubric, 
significance, solution, translation. 2 cause, 
excuse, justification, motivation, motive, 
rationalization, reason, vindication. 


explanatory /ik'splænətərı/ adjective serving 
to explain. 

m descriptive, helpful, illuminating, illustrative, 

interpretive, revelatory. 


expletive /tk'spli:trv/ moun swear-word or 
exclamation. 

explicable /1k'splikeb(e)l/ adjective explain- 
able. 

explicate /‘eksplikait/ verb develop meaning 
of; explain. o explication /-'kers(ə)n/ noun. 

explicit /ik'splisit/ adjective 1 expressly stated; 
stated in detail. 2 definite. 3 outspoken. o expli- 
citly adverb. explicitness noun. 

m 1, 2 categorical, clear, definite, detailed, exact, 

express, graphic, manifest, patent, plain, positive, 

precise, put into words, specific, spelt out, spoken, 

stated, unconcealed, unhidden, well defined. 3 

direct, forthright, frank, open, outspoken, 

plain-spoken, straightforward, unambiguous, 

unequivocal, unreserved. 


explode /1k'spleud/ verb (-ding) 1 expand vio- 
lently with loud noise. 2 cause (bomb etc.) to do 
this. 3 give vent suddenly to emotion, esp. anger. 
4 (of population etc.) increase suddenly. 5 dis- 
credit. 
m 1,2 backfire, blast, blow up, burst, detonate, 
erupt, go off, set off, shatter. 3 colloquial blow 
one's top, colloquial blow up, slang flip one's lid, 
colloquial fly off the handle, colloquial lose one's 
cool, lose one's temper, snap. 5 colloquial debunk, 
destroy, discredit, disprove, put an end to, rebut, 
refute, reject. 


exploit noun /‘eksploit/ daring feat. © verb 
/k'sploit/ 4 use or develop. 2 use for one’s own 
ends; take advantage of (esp. person). 
Dexploitation /-'terf(ə)n/ noun. exploitative 
/ik'splatt-/ adjective. exploiter noun. 
m noun achievement, adventure, attainment, 
deed, enterprise, feat. © verb 1 capitalize on, 
colloquial cash in on, develop, make capital out of, 
make use of, profit by, profit from, trade on, Use, 
utilize, work on. 2 enslave, ill-treat, impose on, 
keep down, manipulate, milk, misuse, oppress, 
prey on, colloquial rip off, take advantage of, treat 
unfairly, use. 


ae 
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e /tk'splo:/ verb (-ring) 1 travel through 
PPa Leto learn about it. 2 inquire into. 
3 examine (part of body); probe (wound). 
nexploration /eksplə-/ noun. exploratory 
/-splor-/ adjective. explorer noun. 
a 1 prospect, reconnoitre, scout, search, survey, 
tour, travel through. 2 analyse, examine, inquire 
into, inspect, investigate, look into, probe, 
research, scrutinize, study. 


explosion /1k'splavu3(@)n/ noun 1 exploding. 2 
loud noise caused by this. 3 outbreak. 4 sudden 
increase. 

a 1 blast, burst, detonation, discharge, eruption, 

firing. 2 bang, blast, boom, clap, crack, detonation, 

report. 3 fit, outbreak, outburst, paroxysm, spasm. 


explosive /1k'splousiv/ adjective 1 tending to 
explode. 2 likely to cause violent outburst etc. 
o noun explosive substance. 


n adjective dangerous, highly charged, sensitive, 
unstable, volatile. 


exponent /Ik'spaunant/ noun 1 person promot- 
ing ideaetc. 2 practitioner ofactivity, profession, 
etc. 3 person who explains or interprets. 4 type, 
representative. 5 Mathematics raised number or 
symbol showing how many ofa number are to be 
multiplied together, e.g. "in 2°=2x2x2. 


a 1 advocate, champion, defender, expounder, 
presenter, propagandist, proponent, supporter, 
upholder. 2 interpreter, performer, player. 


exponential /ekspa'nenJ(a)l/ adjective (of 
Inerease) more and more rapid. o exponentially 
verb. 


export verb /ik'spo:t/ sell or send (goods or 
services) to another country. © noun. /'ekspo:t/ 
1 exporting. 2 exported article or service. 3 (in 
plural) amount exported. o exportation noun. 
exporter /ik'spə:tə/ noun. 


expose /tk'spauz/ verb (-sing) 1 leave unprotec- 
ted, esp. from weather. 2 (+ to) put at risk of. 3 
(+ to) subject to (influence etc.). 4 Photography 
Subject (film etc.) to light. 5 reveal, disclose. 6 
exhibit, display. 7 (expose oneself) display 
one’s genitals indecently in public. 

E 5 bare, betray, bring to light, dig up, disclose, lay 
bare, leak, make known, reveal, show, show up, 
on unearth, unmask. 6 display, exhibit, 


@Xposé /ek'spauzer/ noun 4 orderly statement 
Of facts. 2 disclosure of discreditable thing. 


exposition /ekspa'zi1f(a)n/ noun 1 ex 
pounding, 
prplanation, 2 Music part of movement in which 
cipal themes are presented. 3 exhibition. 


ex post facto leks paust 'fæktəv/ adjective & 
adverb retrospective(ly), [Latin] 


eXxpostulate /ik'spnsti 
postjulert/ verb (-ting) make 
Protest, remonstrate. n expostulation noun. 


exposure līk'spəu3ə/ noun 1 exposing, being 

being as 2 Physical condition resulting from 

a taa Posed toelements. 3 Photography length 

TET m etc. is exposed. 4 Photography 
n of film etc. exposed at one time. 


explore | exquisite 


expound lik'spaund/ verb 1 set out in detail. 2 
explain, interpret. o expounder noun. 


express /ik'spres/ verb1 represent in language, 
conduct, etc.; put into words. 2 squeeze out (juice, 
milk, etc.). 3 (express oneself) communicate 
what one thinks, feels, or means. 4 represent by 
symbols etc. @ adjective 1 operating at high 
Speed. 2 definitely Stated. 3 delivered by specially 
fast service. © adverb 1 with speed. 2 by express 
messenger or train. © noun express train etc. 
o expressible adjective. 

m verb 1 air, articulate, communicate, convey, 

disclose, give vent to, make known, phrase, put 

into words, vent, ventilate, voice, word. 3 see 

COMMUNICATE 1. 4 denote, represent, signify, 

symbolize. 


expression /ik'spref(a)n/ noun 1 expressing, 
being expressed. 2 wording, word, phrase. 3 con- 
veying or depiction of feeling. 4 appearance (of 
face); intonation (of voice). 5 Mathematics collec- 
tion of symbols expressing quantity. o expres- 
sionless adjective. 
m 1 articulation, confession, declaration, 
disclosure, revelation, statement. 2 cliché, 
formula, phrase, phraseology, remark, saying, 
Statement, term, turn of phrase, usage, utterance, 
wording. 3 depth, emotion, expressiveness, 
feeling, intensity, nuance, pathos, sensibility, 
sensitivity, sympathy, tone, understanding. 4 
(expression on one's face) air, appearance, 
aspect, countenance, face, look, literary mien; 
(expression in one’s voice) accent, intonation, 
note, tone. ū expressionless (expressionless 
face) blank, deadpan, emotionless, empty, glassy, 
impassive, inscrutable, poker-faced, 
Straight-faced, uncommunicative, wooden; 
(expressionless voice) boring, dull, flat, 
monotonous, uninspiring, unmodulated, 
unvarying. 


expressionism noun style of painting etc. 
seeking to express emotion rather than depict 
external world. o expressionist noun & adjec- 
tive. 

expressive adjective 1 full of expression. 2 (+ 
of ) serving to express. 0 expressiveness moun. 

@ 1 articulate, eloquent, lively, meaningful, mobile, 

modulated, revealing, sensitive, significant, 

striking, telling, varied. 2 (expressive of ) 

indicative of, revealing of, suggestive of. 


expressly adverb explicitly. 

expropriate /1ks'praupriett/ verb (-ting) 1 take 
away (property). 2 dispossess. o expropriation 
noun. expropriator noun. 

expulsion /ik'spalf(a)n/ noun expelling, being 
expelled. 

expunge /1k'spand3/ verb (-ging) erase, remove. 

expurgate /‘ekspagert/ verb (-ting) 1 remove 
eters considered objectionable from (book 
etc.). 2 clear away (such matter). o expurgation 
noun. expurgator noun. 

exquisite /‘ekskwizit, ek'skwizit/ adjective 1 
extremely beautiful or delicate. 2 acute, keen. 
o exquisitely adverb. exquisiteness noun. 


ex-serviceman | extract 


| m 1 beautiful, delicate, elegant, fine, intricate, 
| refined, skilful, well crafted. 


-serviceman /eks'ss:visman/ noun 
Genii ex-servicewoman) person formerly 
member of armed forces. 
extant /ek'stænt/ adjective still existing. 
extempore /1k'stempert/ adverb & adjective 
without preparation. 
extemporize /ik'stempərarz/ verb (also -ise) 
(zing or -sing) improvise. 0 extemporization 
noun. 
extend /ik’stend/ verb 1 lengthen in space or 
time. 2 lay out at full length. 3 reach or be or 
make continuous over certain area. 4 (+ to) have 
certain scope. 5 offer or accord (feeling, invita- 
tion, etc.). 6 tax powers of. o extendible adjec- 
tive. extensible adjective. 
n 1 add to, broaden, build up, develop, draw out, 
enlarge, expand, increase, keep going, lengthen, 
open up, pad out, perpetuate, prolong, protract, 
spin out, spread, stretch, widen. 2 hold out, lay 
out, put out, reach out, stick out, stretch out. 3 
continue, range, reach. 5 accord, give, offer, 
present, proffer. 


extension /ik'sten/(s)n/ noun 1 extending. 2 
enlargement; additional part. 3 subsidiary tele- 
phone on same line as main one. 4 additional 
period of time. 


extensive /ik'stenstv/ adjective large, far- 
reaching. o extensively adverb. 

a broad, comprehensive, expansive, far-ranging, 

far-reaching, large, sweeping, vast, wide, 

widespread. 


extent /1k'stent/ noun 1 space covered; size, 
amount. 2 width of application; scope. 

u 1 amount, area, breadth, compass, dimensions, 

distance, expanse, length, magnitude, measure, 

measurement, proportions, range, reach, size, 

space, spread, sweep, width. 2 bounds, compass, 

degree, limit, range, scale, scope. 


extenuate /ik'stenjuett/ verb (-ting) (often as 
extenuating adjective) make (guilt etc.) seem less 
serious by partial excuse. o extenuation noun. 

exterior /ik'stiarta/ adjective 4 outer. 2 coming 
from outside. @noun 1 exterior aspect or 
surface. 2 outward demeanour. 

m adjective 1 external, outer, outside, outward, 

superficial. @ noun 1 coating, covering, fagade, 

front, outside, shell, skin, surface. 


exterminate /ik'sts:mmert/ verb (-ting) 
destroy utterly. a extermination noun. exter- 
minator noun. 

L] annihilate, destroy, eliminate, eradicate, 

extirpate, get rid of, kill, obliterate, put an end to, 

root out, terminate. ; 


external /1k'sta:n(a)l/ adjective 4 of or 
outside. 2 coming from outside. 3 relating’ oe 
country’s foreign affairs. 4 (of medicine) for use 
on outside of body. @ noun (in plural) external 
features or circumstances. o externality 
/ekst3:'‘nzelitr/ noun. externally adverb. 
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m adjective 1 exterior, outer, outside, outward, 
| superficial. 


externalize verb (also -ise) (zing or-sing) give 
or attribute external existence to. 


extinct /ik'stmkt/ adjective 1 no longer existing. 
2no longer burning. 3 (of volcano) that no longer 
erupts. 4 obsolete. 


m 1 dead, defunct, died out, exterminated, gone, 
vanished. 2 burnt out, extinguished, quenched. 3 
dormant, inactive. 4 see OLD 6. 


extinction noun 1 making or becoming extinct. 
2 extinguishing, being extinguished. 

extinguish /1k'stmgwiJ/ verb 1 put out (flame, 
light, etc.). 2 terminate, destroy. 3 wipe out 
(debt). 


u 1 blow out, damp down, douse, put out, quench, 
| smother, snuff out, switch off. 2 see DESTROY 2. 
extinguisher noun = FIRE EXTINGUISHER. 


extirpate /‘ekstopert/ verb (-ting) destroy; root 
out. o extirpation noun. 


extol /1k'staul/ verb (-Il-) praise enthusiastically. 
extort /1k'sto:t/ verb get by coercion. 


| n exact, extract, force, obtain by force. 


extortion noun 1 extorting, esp. of money. 2 
illegal exaction. oextortioner noun. extor- 
tionist noun. 


extortionate /ik'sto:fənət/ adjective exorbi- 
tant. 


extra /‘ekstro/ adjective additional; more than 
usual or necessary. @adverb 1 more than 
usually. 2 additionally. © noun 1 extra thing. 2 
thing for which one is charged extra. 3 person 
playing one of crowd etc. in film. 4 special edition 
of newspaper. 5 Cricket run not scored from hit 
with bat. 

u adjective accessory, added, additional, 

ancillary, auxiliary, excess, further, left-over, more, 

other, reserve, spare, superfluous, 

supernumerary, supplementary, surplus, 

temporary, unneeded, unused, unwanted. 


extra: combining form 1 outside. 2 beyond scope 
of. 


extract verb /ik'streekt/ 1 take out. 2 obtain 
(money, confession, etc.) against person’s will. 3 
obtain from earth. 4 obtain (information from 
book etc.); copy out, quote. 5 obtain (juice etc.) 
by pressure, distillation, etc. 6 derive (pleasure 
etc.) 7 Mathematics find (root of number). 
© noun j'ekstrækt/ 1 passage from book etc. 2 
preparation containing concentrated constitu- 
ent of substance. 
m verb 1 draw out, extricate, pull out, remove, take 
out, withdraw. 2 extort, force out, winkle out, worm 
out, wrench, wrest, wring. 4 choose, cite, copy OU! 
cull, derive, distil, gather, glean, colloquial lift, 
obtain, quote, select. © noun 1 abstract, citation, 
clip, clipping, cutting, excerpt, passage, quotation, 
selection. 2 concentrate, decoction, distillation, 
essence, quintessence. 


i 
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extraction /tk'streekJ(@)n/ noun 1 extracting. 2 
removal of tooth. 3 lineage. 

or /ik'strekte/ moun machine that 
ket a a acter fan one that extracts bad 


air etc. = 
extracurricular /ekstroke'rtkjule/ adjective 
outside normal curriculum. 


raditable adjective 1 liable to extradition. 
Serene) warranting extradition. 


extradite /‘ekstradart/ verb (ting) hand over 
(person accused of crime) to state where crime 
was committed. o extradition /-'diJ-/ noun. 


extramarital /ekstra'mertt(e)l/ adjective (of 
sexual relationship) outside marriage. 


extramural /ekstra'mjuer(s)l/ adjective addi- 
tional to ordinary teaching or studies. 


extraneous /tk'stremies/ adjective 1 of 
external origin. 2 (often + fo) separate, irrele- 
vant, unrelated. 


extraordinary /1k'stro:dmori/ adjective 1 
unusual, remarkable. 2 unusually great. 3 (of 
meeting etc.) additional. o extraordinarily 
adverb. extraordinariness noun. 
5 1, 2 abnormal, amazing, astonishing, 
astounding, awe-inspiring, bizarre, breathtaking, 
curious, exceptional, extreme, colloquial fantastic, 
funny, colloquial incredible, marvellous, 
miraculous, mysterious, mystical, notable, 
noteworthy, odd, outstanding, peculiar, 
phenomenal, prodigious, queer, rare, remarkable, 
colloquial sensational, signal, singular, special, 
staggering, strange, striking, colloquial stunning, 
Stupendous, surprising, unbelievable, 
uncommon, unheard-of, unimaginable, disputed 
unique, unprecedented, unusual, colloquial 
weird, wonderful. 3 additional, extra, special. 


extrapolate /ik'streepalert/ verb (-ting) esti- 
mate (unknown facts or values) from known 
data. o extrapolation noun. 


extrasensory [ekstrə'sensərı/ adjective de- 
rived by means other than known senses. 


extraterrestrial /ekstratr'restrial/ adjective 
outside the earth or its atmosphere. © noun fic- 
tional being from outer space. 


extravagant /ik'strævəgənt/ adjective 1 
spending (esp. money) excessively. 2 costing 
much. 3 excessive; absurd. o extravagance 
noun, extravagantly adverb. 

n 1 immoderate, improvident, lavish, prodigal, 
Profligate, reckless, self-indulgent, spendthrift, 

E sconomical, unthrifty, wasteful. 2 See EXPENSIVE. 
imma ee: excessive, flamboyant, grandiose, 

moderate, lavish, outrageous, overblown, 
overdone, pretentious, profuse, showy, 
unreasonable. n extra 


Aa vagance excess, 
immoderation, improvidence, lavishness, 


over-indulgence, overspendi igali 
e, pending, prodigality, 
Profligacy, Self-indulgence, wastefulness. 


ext; 
ta ravaganza likstrævə'gænzə/ noun 1 spec- 


theatrical or televisi i $ 
ciful composition on production. 2 fan: 


ext ; 
reme /ik Stri:m/ adjective 1 reaching high or 


extraction | eye 


highest degree. 2 severe, not moderate. 3 outer- 
most. 4 utmost. © noun 4 either of two things as 
remote or different as possible. 2 thing at either 


a adjective1 exceptional, extraordinary, greatest, 
intensest, maximum, outstanding, severest, 
colloquial terrific, utmost. 2 (extreme pain) acute, 
drastic, excessive, intense, severe; (extreme 
opinions) absolute, avant-garde, exaggerated, 
extravagant, extremist, fanatical, hardline, 
immoderate, intemperate, intransigent, militant, 
obsessive, outrageous, radical, uncompromising, 
colloquial way-out, zealous. 3 distant, endmost, 
farthest, furthermost, furthest, last, outermost, 
remotest. 4 furthest, greatest, last, maximum, 
ultimate, utmost, uttermost. © noun 1,2 bottom, 
edge, end, extremity, limit, maximum, minimum, 
pole, top, ultimate. 3 see MAXIMUM noun. 


extremis see IN EXTREMIS. 


extremism noun advocacy of extreme meas- 
ures. o extremist adjective & noun. 


extremity /ik'stremiti/ noun (plural cies) 1 
extreme point; end. 2 (in plural) hands and feet. 
3 condition of extreme adversity. 

extricate /‘ekstrikert/ verb (-ting) disentangle, 
release. o extrication noun. 

extrinsic /ek'strmsik/ adjective 1 not inherent 
or intrinsic. 2 (often + fo) extraneous. o extrin- 
sically adverb. 


extrovert /‘ekstravs:t/ noun 1 sociable or unre- 
served person. 2 person mainly concerned with 
external things. @ adjective typical or having 
nature of extrovert. o extroversion /-'vs:-/ noun. 
extroverted adjective. 


a o extroverted gregarious, outgoing, sociable, 
unreserved. 


extrude /ik'stru:d/ verb (-ding) 1 thrust or 
squeeze out. 2 shape by forcing through nozzle. 
o extrusion noun. 


exuberant /ig'zju:bərənt/ adjective 1 lively, 
high-spirited. 2 luxuriant, prolific. 3 (of feelings 
etc.) abounding. 4 ornate. o exuberance noun. 
m 1 animated, boisterous, bubbly, buoyant, 
cheerful, eager, ebullient, effervescent, effusive, 
energetic, enthusiastic, excited, exhilarated, 
exultant, high-spirited, irrepressible, lively, 
spirited, sprightly, vivacious. 2 abundant, copious, 
lush, luxuriant, profuse, prolific, rank, teeming. 4 
baroque, exaggerated, flamboyant, highly 
decorated, lavish, ornate, overdone, rich. 


off. 3 display (emotion) freely. o exudation noun. 
exult /1g'zalt/ verb rejoice. u exultant adjective. 
exultation /eg-/ noun. : 
a o exultant delighted, ecstatic, elated, joyful, 
jubilant, colloquial on top of the world, overjoyed, 
rejoicing. 


eye /ar/ noun 1 organ of sight. 2 iris of eye. 3 
Hale is eye. 4 faculty of sight. 5 gaze. 6 
perception. 7 eyelike thing. 8 leaf bud of potato. 


exude /1g'zju:d/ verb (-ding) 1 ooze out. 2 give 


eyeful | eyrie 


9 centre of hurricane. 10 spot, hole, loop. © verb 
(eyes, eyed, eyeing or eying) (often + up) 
observe; watch closely or suspiciously. o all 
eyes watching intently. eyeball ball of eye 
within lids and socket. eyebath vessel for apply- 
ing lotion to eye. eyebrow hair growing on ridge 
over eye. eye-catching colloquial striking. eye- 
glass lens for defective eye. eyehole hole to look 
through. eyelash any of hairs on edge of eyelid. 
eyelid fold of skin that can cover eye. eyeliner 
cosmetic applied as line round eye. eye-opener 
colloquial enlightening experience; unexpected 
revelation. eyepiece lens(es) to which eye is 
applied at end of optical instrument. eye-shade 
device to protect eyes from strong light. 
eye-shadow cosmetic for eyelids. eyesight 
faculty or power of sight. eyesore ugly thing. 
eye-tooth canine tooth in upper jaw. eyewash 
1 lotion for eyes. 2 slang nonsense. eyewitness 
person who saw thing happen and can tell of it. 
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have one's eye on wish or plan to obtain. k 
aneyeon 1 watch. 2look after. keepan eye ae 
one + Beth fas out carefully. see eye ae 
often + with) agree. set eyes on 
adjective. H peeo eyelass 
n noun 4 eyesight, sight, vision. 6 appreciation 
discernment, perception, sensitivity. © verb : 
contemplate, examine, inspect, look at, observe 
regard, scrutinize, study, watch. 0 eyewitness _ 
bystander, looker-on, observer, onlooker, 
passer-by, spectator, watcher, witness. 


eyeful noun (plural -s) colloquial 1 good 
visually striking person or thing. good look. 2 


eyelet /'arlıt/ noun small hole for i 
etc. through. Tee 


eyrie /‘1ar1/ noun nest of bird of pre 
built high up. pili 


pecsevecscusconnsaccausceuseseserseseosasaesssqvereerseseessesves 


qcucevcncccceccnsccuceeseveccessesescoecuseesceessescecen 
savevececees 


F abbreviation Fahrenheit. 
{ abbreviation (also f.) 1 female. 2 feminine. 3 


Music forte. 
FA abbreviation Football Association. 


fa = FAH. 

fable /‘ferb(2)l/ noun fictional tale, esp. legend- 
ary, or moral tale, often with animal characters. 

fabled adjective celebrated; legendary. 

fabric /‘feebrik/ noun 1 woven material. 2 walls, 
floor, and roof of building. 3 structure. 

n 1 cloth, material, stuff, textile. 2 construction, 

framework, structure. 3 constitution, 

construction, framework, make-up, structure, 

substance. 


fabricate /‘feebrikeit/ verb (-ting) 1 construct, 
esp. from components. 2 invent (fact). 3 forge 
(document). o fabrication noun. 

fabulous /'feebjules/ adjective 1 colloquial mar- 
vellous. 2 legendary. o fabulously adverb. 

m 1 see EXCELLENT. 2 fabled, fairy-tale, fanciful, 

fictitious, imaginary, legendary, mythical. 


façade /fə'sa:d/ noun 1 face or front of building. 
2 outward, esp. deceptive, appearance. 


face noun 1 front of head. 2 facial expression. 3 
surface. 4 front or facade of building etc. 5 dial 
of clock etc. 6 side of mountain. 7 functional side 
of tool, bat, etc. 8 aspect, feature. @ verb (-cing) 1 
look or be positioned towards. 2 be opposite. 3 
meet resolutely, confront. 4 put facing on 
(garment, wall, etc.). ofacelift 1 cosmetic 
nery to remove wrinkles etc. 2 improvement 

appearance. face up to accept bravely. face 
value 1 nominal value. 2 superficial appearance. 
ae face be humiliated. loss of face humili- 
Te on the face of it apparently. pull a face 
istort features. save face avoid humiliation. 
meoin 1 features, lineaments, slang mug, 

P yslognorny, literaryvisage. 2 appearance, 

S si enance, expression, look. 3 facet, side, 

ae eC 4 aspect, exterior, fagade, front, outside, 

loans side. @ verb 1 front on to, look 

Pelt Overlook. 3 appear before, brave, come 
wiper s with, confront, cope with, defy, encounter, 
ence, face up to, meet, oppose, stand up to, 


tackle. 4 ¢| e 
sheathe, wee Cover, dress, finish, overlay, 


fac fd tear 
aes adjective without identity; not identi- 


facet 
et /'fæstt/ noun 1 aspect. 2sideofcut gemetc. 


faceti > 
ie ib qed adjective intended to be 
UW s a ro) j 
adverb. fa cetiousų ee Bates o facetiously 


|a d 
Cheeky, flippant, impudent, irreverent: 


eessvenesaesoussenosuesosovonsossonssoes 


See eevecscccccecssvecsccccces 
SONGOCGteReeueuseuecevascececcesscscvesssscsesevoces 


facia = Fascia. 


facial /'fers(e)l/ adjective of or for the face. 
e: zon beauty treatment for the face. o facially 


facile /‘feesaul/ adjective 4 easi achieved 

little value. 2 glib. iy ae 
a1 cheap, easy, effortless, hasty, quick, simple, 
superficial, unconsidered. 2 fluent, glib, insincere, 
plausible, ready, shallow, slick, smooth. 


facilitate /fe'siirtert/ verb (-ting) ease (process 
etc.). o facilitation noun. 


facility /fe'stt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 ease: 
absence of difficulty. 2 dexterity. 3 (esp. in 
plural) opportunity or equipment for doing 
something. 

u 1 ease, effortlessness. 2 adroitness, deftness, 

dexterity, expertise, fluency, glibness, skill, 

smoothness. 3 amenity, convenience, help, 

provision, resource, service. 


facing noun 1 material over part of garment etc. 
for contrast or strength. 2 outer covering on wall 
etc. 
facsimile /feek'smmilt/ noun exact copy of 
writing, picture, etc. 
fact noun 1 thing known to exist, have occurred, 
or be true. 2 reality. 3 (usually in plural) item of 
information. o factsheet information leaflet. in 
fact 1 in reality. 2 in short. the facts of life 
information on sexual functions etc. 
m 1 certainty, event, fait accompli, occurrence. 2 
actuality, certainty, reality, truth. 3 ( facts) 
circumstances, data, details, evidence, 
information, colloquial low-down, particulars, 
statistics. 


faction /‘feekS(e)n/ noun 1 small dissenting 
group within larger one, esp. in politics. 2 such 
dissension. o factional adjective. 

factious /‘feekJes/ adjective of or inclined to 
faction. 

factitious /fek'tiSas/ adjective 1 specially con- 
trived. 2 artificial. 

factor /'fæktə/ noun 1 thing contributing to 
result. 2 whole number etc. that when multiplied 
produces given number (e.g. 2, 3, 4, and 6 are the 
factors of 12). 

m 1 aspect, cause, circumstance, component, 

consideration, constituent, contingency, detail, 

determinant, element, fact, influence, ingredient, 

item, part, particular. 


factorial /fek'to:rtel/ noun the product of a 
number and all whole numbers below it. 


factory /'fæktərı/ noun ( plural-ies) building(s) 
for manufacture of goods. o factory farming 


factotum | fair 
using intensive or industrial methods of rearing 
ivestock. i 

| m forge, foundry, manufacturing plant, mill, plant, 


refinery, works, workshop. 
factotum /fæk'təvtəm/ noun (plural -s) 
employee doing all kinds of work. 


l /feektjual/ adjective based on or con- 

Note with ae ean /-elitr/ noun. fact- 
ually adverb. E y 

u accurate, authentic, bona fide, circumstantial, 
correct, demonstrable, documentary, empirical, 
faithful, genuine, objective, realistic, real-life, 
straightforward, true, unadorned, unbiased, 
undistorted, unvarnished, valid, verifiable. 


faculty /'fækəltr/ noun (plural -ies) 1 aptitude 
for particular activity. 2 physical or mental 
power. 3 group of related university depart- 
ments. 4 US teaching staff of university etc. 

n 1, 2 ability, aptitude, capability, capacity, flair, 

genius, gift, knack, power, talent. 


fad noun 1 craze. 2 peculiar notion. 


faddy adjective (-ier, -iest) having petty likes and 
dislikes. 


fade verb (-ding) 1 (cause to) lose colour, light, 
or sound. 2 slowly diminish or disappear. 3 lose 
freshness or strength. © noun action of fading. 
o fade away 1 die away, disappear. 2 colloquial 
languish, grow thin. 
m verb 1 blanch, bleach, dim, discolour, dull, 
etiolate, grow pale, whiten. 2 become less, decline, 
decrease, diminish, disappear, dwindle, literary 
evanesce, fail, melt away, vanish, wane. 3 droop, 
flag, perish, shrivel, waste away, weaken, wilt, 
wither. 


faeces /'fi:si:z/ plural noun (US feces) waste 
matter from bowels. o faecal /-k(a)l/ adjective. 


fag noun 1 colloquial tedious task. 2 slang cigar- 
ette. 3 (at public schools) junior boy who runs 
errands for a senior. © verb (-gg-) 1 (often + out) 
colloquial exhaust. 2 act as fag. o fag-end slang 
cigarette-end. 


faggot /'fægət/ noun (US fagot) 1 baked or fried 
panot, seasoned chopped liver etc. 2 bundle of 
etc. 


fah /fa:/ noun (also fa) Music fourth not 
in tonic sol-fa. ESA 


Fahrenheit l'færənhart/ adjective of scale of 
temperature on which water freezes at 32° and 
boils at 212°. 


faience /‘fara-s/ noun decorated and 
earthenware and porcelain. ao 


fail verb 1 not succeed. 2 be or judge to be unsuc- 
cessful in (exam etc.). 3 (+ to do) be unable to, 
neglect to. 4 disappoint. 5 be absent or insuffi- 
cient. 6 become weaker. 7 cease functioning. 8 
become bankrupt. e7oun failure in exam, 
p aire betes n safe condition when 
. without fail for in; 
PA certain; whatever 
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m verb 4, 2 abort, be a failure, be unsuccessful 
come to grief, come to nothing, crash, fall throu, h 
slang flop, founder, meet with disaster, miscarry, ; 
misfire, miss out. 3 forget, neglect, omit. 4 ; 
abandon, disappoint, let down. 5 cut out, give out, 
peter out, run out, vanish. 6 decay, decline, 
deteriorate, diminish, disappear, dwindle, ebb, 
fade, fizzle out, get worse, give out, melt away, 
peter out, vanish, wane, weaken. 7 break down, 
close down, come to an end, colloquial conk out, 
crash, cut out, stop working. 8 colloquial fold (up), 
go bankrupt, colloquial go bust, go out of 
business. 


failed adjective 1 unsuccessful. 2 bankrupt. 


failing noun fault; weakness. © preposition in 
default of. 


m noun blemish, defect, fault, flaw, foible, 
| imperfection, shortcoming, weakness, weak spot. 


failure /‘ferlja/ noun 1 lack of success. 2 unsuc- 
cessful person or thing. 3 non-performance. 4 
breaking down or ceasing to function. 5 running 
short of supply etc. 

a 1 defeat, disappointment, colloquial disaster, 

downfall, loss, miscarriage. 2 slang dud, fiasco, 

slang flop, colloquial wash-out, wreck. 3 

dereliction, neglect, omission. 4 breakdown, 

collapse, crash, stoppage. 


fain archaic adjective (+ to do) 1 willing to. 2 
obliged to. @ adverb gladly. 


faint adjective 1 dim, pale, indistinct. 2 weak, 
giddy. 3 slight. 4 timid. @verb 1 lose con- 
sciousness. 2 become faint. © noun act or state of 
fainting. o faint-hearted cowardly, timid. faint- 
heartedness noun. o faintly adverb. faintness 
noun. 
m adjective 1 ( faint images, faint colour) blurred, 
blurry, dim, faded, feeble, hazy, ill-defined, 
indistinct, misty, muzzy, pale, pastel, shadowy, 
unclear, vague; ( faint smell) delicate, slight; (faint 
Sounds) distant, hushed, low, muffled, muted, soft, 
stifled, subdued, thin, weak. 2 dizzy, exhausted, 
feeble, giddy, light-headed, unsteady, weak, 
colloquial woozy. © verb 1 become unconscious, 
black out, collapse, flake out, keel over, pass out, 
literary swoon. 


fair' adjective 4 just, equitable. 2 blond, not dark. 
3 moderate in quality or amount. 4 (of weather) 
fine; (of wind) favourable. 5 archaic beautiful. 
@adverb 1 in a fair or just manner. 2 exactly, 
completely. fair and square 1 exactly. 2 
straightforwardly. fair copy transcript free from 
Corrections. fair game legitimate target Or 
object. fair-minded just. fair-mindedness noun- 
fair play just treatment or behaviour. fair- 
Weather friend friend or ally who deserts in 
crisis. O fairness noun. 
u adjective 1 disinterested, equitable, 
even-handed, fair-minded, honest, honourable, 
impartial, just, lawful, legitimate, non-partisan, 
open-minded, proper, right, unbiased, 
unprejudiced, upright. 2 blond, blonde, flaxen, 
golden, light, yellow. 3 acceptable, adequate, 
average, indifferent, mediocre, middling, 


ssable, reasonable, respectable, 
maer colloquial so so, tolerable. 4 ( fair 
ee ther) bright, clear, clement, cloudless, dry, fine, 
leasant, sunny; ( fair wind) benign, favourable. 5 


see BEAUTIFUL 1. 


i 4 stalls, amusements, etc. for public 
fait Tainment. 2 periodic market, often with 
entertainments. 3 trade exhibition. uo fair- 
ground outdoor site for fair. ; 
a 4 amusement park, carnival, festival, fête, 3 
funfair, gala. 2 bazaar, market, sale. 3 exhibition, 


exposition, show. 


Fair Isle noun multicoloured knitwear design 
characteristic of Fair Isle in the Shetland 


Islands. 
fairly adverb 1 in a fair way. 2 moderately. 3 to 
anoticeable degree. 


u 2 moderately, colloquial pretty, quite, rather, 
reasonably, tolerably. 3 quite, rather, somewhat, 
up toa point. 


fairway noun 1 navigable channel. 2 mown 
grass between golf tee and green. 

fairy /'feərı/ noun (plural -ies) small winged 
legendary being. o fairy cake small iced sponge 
cake. fairy godmother benefactress. fairyland 1 
home of fairies. 2 enchanted region. fairy lights 
small coloured lights for decoration. fairy ring 
ring of darker grass caused by fungi. fairy story, 
tale 1 tale about fairies. 2 unbelievable story; lie. 


fait accompli /feit a'kompli:/ noun (plural 
faits accomplis same pronunciation) thing done 
and past arguing about. [French] 


faith /fe10/ noun 4 trust. 2 religious belief: creed. 
3 loyalty, trustworthiness. uo faith healing 
healing dependent on faith rather than treat- 
ment. faith healer noun. 

m 1 assurance, belief, certitude, confidence, 

reliance, sureness, trust. 2 belief, conviction, 

creed, doctrine, dogma, persuasion, religion. 3 

allegiance, devotion, faithfulness, loyalty. 


faithful adjective 1 showi i 
ing faith. 2 (often + to) 
prn trustworthy. 3 accurate. o faithfulness 


be Constant, dependable, devoted, dutiful, loyal, 
oe staunch, steadfast, trusted, trustworthy, 
ae aic or jocular trusty, unswerving. 3 accurate, 
i ki consistent, exact, factual, literal, precise, 


faithfully adverb in a faithful way. 0 Yours 


faithfully written i j. 
l = 
ness : before signature at end of busi: 


fai ay 
cae faith, ective 1 disloyal. 2 without reli- 


n faithlessness noun. 


noun thing or person that is not genui 
o not genuine. 
Cay aaah counterfeit, not genuine. @verb 
anoun [thi e fake or imitation of. 2 feign. 
forge oaa] copy, counterfeit, duplicate, 
sham, Simu an; replica, reproduction, 
hoaxer hu R on; [person] charlatan, cheat, fraud, 
colloquial mbug, impostor, mountebank, 
Phoney, quack. © adjective artificial, 


fair | fallacy 


bogus, concocted, counterfeit, ersatz, factiti 
false, fictitious, forged, fraudulent, imitation, 
invented, made up, mock, colloquial phoney, 
pretended, sham, simulated, spurious, synthetic, 
trumped-up, unfounded, unreal. @ verb 1 Copy, i 
counterfeit, fabricate, falsify, forge, fudge, imitate 
reproduce. 2 affect, dissemble, feign, make f 
believe, pretend, puton, sham, simulate. 


fakir /'ferkrə/ noun Muslim or Hi 
terete or Hindu religious 


falcon ['D:lkən/ noun small hawk trained to 


falconry noun breeding and training of hawks. 


fall /f:1/ verb (past fell; past participle fallen) 4 
£0 or come down freely; descend. 2 (often + over) 
lose balance and come suddenly to ground. 3 
slope down. 4 hang down. 5 sink lower: subside. 
6 diminish. 7 decline in power, status, etc. 8 
occur. 9 become. 10 (of face) show dismay etc. 11 
be defeated. 12 die. @ noun 4 falling. 2amountor 
thing that falls. 3 overthrow. 4 (esp. in plural) 
waterfall. 5 US autumn. o fall about colloquial 
be helpless, esp. with laughter. fall apart 1 break 
into pieces. 2 (of situation etc.) collapse. 3 lose 
one’s capacity to cope. fall away 1 (of ground) 
slope downwards. 2 become scarce. fall back 
retreat. fall back on have recourse to. fall behind 
1 be outstripped, lag. 2 be in arrears. fall down 1 
collapse. 2 (often + on) colloquial fail (in). fall for 
be captivated or deceived by. fall foul of come 
into conflict with. fall guy slang 1 easy victim. 2 
scapegoat. fall in 1 collapse inwards. 2 Military 
take place in parade. fall in with 1 meet by 
chance. 2 agree or coincide with. falling star 
meteor. fall off decrease, deteriorate. falling-off 
noun. fall out 1 quarrel. 2 (of hair, teeth, etc.) 
become detached. 3 result, occur. 4 Military 
come out of formation. fallout noun radioactive 
nuclear debris. fall short of fail to reach or 
obtain. fall through fail. fall to start eating, 
working, etc. 

m verb 1 collapse, come down, crash down, 

descend, dive, drop down, founder, go down, 

pitch, plummet, plunge, sink, slump, spiral. 2 slang 
come a cropper, keel over, overbalance, stumble, 
topple, trip over, tumble. 3 descend, dip, drop, fall 
away, slope down. 4 be suspended, cascade, 
dangle, hang. 5, 6 become less, become lower, 
decline, decrease, diminish, dwindle, ebb, lessen, 
subside. 8 come, come about, happen, occur, 

settle. 11 see SURRENDER Verb 2. 12 see DIE‘ 1. 

© noun 1 collapse, crash, decline, decrease, 

depreciation, descent, dip, dive, downturn, drop, 

lowering, nosedive, plunge, reduction, slant, 
slump, tumble. 3 capitulation, capture, defeat, 
overthrow, seizure, submission, surrender. 0 fall 
apart 1 see DISINTEGRATE 1. 2 see COLLAPSE verb 

4.3 see COLLAPSE verb 2. fall back see RETREAT 

verb 1. fall behind 1 see Lac' verb. fall down 1 

see COLLAPSE verb 1. fall in 1 see COLLAPSE verb 1. 

fall off see DECLINE Verb 1. fall out 1 see QUARREL 

verb 2. fall through see FAIL verb 1,2. 


fallacy /‘felest/ noun (plural -ies) 1 mistaken 
belief 2 ears reasoning, misleading argument. 
u fallacious /fo'letfas/ adjective. 


fallible | fan 


| i i 2 error, 
u 1 delusion, misconception, mistake. A 
| flaw, miscalculation, mistake, sophism. 


fallible /‘feelib(e)l/ adjective capable of making 


mistakes. o fallibility noun. à 
u erring, frail, human, imperfect, uncertain, 


Fallopian tube /fa'leupren/ noun either of two 
fare olor which ova travel from ovaries to 
womb. 

fallow /'fæləv/ adjective (of land) ploughed but 
left unsown; uncultivated. © noun fallow land. 


a dormant, resting, uncultivated, unplanted, 
| unsown, unused. 


fallow deer noun small deer with white-spotted 
reddish-brown summer coat. 
false /fo:ls/ adjective 1 wrong, incorrect. 2 sham, 
artificial. 3 (+ to) deceitful, treacherous, unfaith- 
ful to. 4 deceptive. o false alarm alarm given 
needlessly. false name name taken to deceive. 
false pretences misrepresentations meant to 
deceive. uofalsely adverb. falseness noun. 
falsity noun. 
| n 1 distorted, erroneous, fabricated, fallacious, 
| faulty, fictitious, flawed, imprecise, inaccurate, 
incorrect, inexact, invalid, mistaken, spurious, 
unsound, untrue, wrong. 2 see FAKE adjective. 3 
deceitful, dishonest, disloyal, double-dealing, 
| faithless, lying, treacherous, two-faced, unfaithful, 
| unreliable, untrustworthy. 4 deceptive, misleading, 
unreliable, untrustworthy. o false name see 
| PSEUDONYM. 


falsehood noun 1 untrue thing, lie. 2 lying. 
m 1 fabrication, fib, fiction, lie, colloquial story, 
untruth, slang whopper. 2 deceit, deception, 
duplicity, fibbing, lying, mendacity, perjury, 
prevarication. 


falsetto /fo:l'setau/ noun male voice above 
normal range. 


falsify /‘fo:lstfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 4 fraudulently 
alter. 2 misrepresent. o falsification noun. 

u 1 alter, colloquial cook (the books), counterfeit, 

fake, forge, fudge, tamper with. 2 distort, 

exaggerate, imitate, misrepresent, oversimplify, 

pervert, simulate, slant, tell lies about, twist. 


falter /‘fo:lta/ verb 1 stumble; go unsteadily. 2 
lose courage; waver. 3 speak hesitatingly. o fal- 
tering adjective. 

8 1 stagger, stumble, totter. 2 become weaker, 
flag, flinch, hesitate, hold back, lose confidence, 
quail, vacillate, waver. 3 hesitate, pause, stammer, 
stutter. o faltering see HESITANT. s 


fame noun 1 renown, being famous. 2 archaic 
reputation. 
m acclaim, celebrity, distinction, eminence, glory, 
honour, illustriousness, importance, colloquial 
kudos, name, notoriety, pre-eminence, prestige, 
prominence, public esteem, renown, reputation 
repute, stardom. i 


famed adjective (+ for) much 
famous because of. AEAT 
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familial /fe'multal/ adjective of a family op its 
members. 


familiar /fə'miltə/ adjective 1 (often + to) well 
known, often encountered. 2 (+ with) know; 
(a thing) well. 3 (often + with) well acquainted: 
intimate. 4 (excessively) informal. @noun 4 
intimate friend. 2 supposed attendant of witch 
etc. o familiarity /-'ær-/ noun (plural-ies). famil- 
iarly adverb. 
m adjective 1 accustomed, common, 
conventional, current, customary, everyday, 
frequent, habitual, mundane, normal, ordinary, 
predictable, regular, routine, stock, traditional, 
usual, well known. 2 ( familiar with) acquainted 
with, at home with, aware of, conscious of, expert 
in, informed about, knowledgeable about, trained 
in, versed in. 3 close, friendly, intimate, near. 4 
chatty, forward, free and easy, impudent, informal, 
presumptuous, relaxed, sociable, 
unceremonious. 


familiarize /fe'milteraiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) (usually + with) make (person etc.) con- 
versant. o familiarization noun. 


family /‘feemtl1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 set of rela- 
tions, esp. parents and children. 2 person’s chil- 
dren. 3 household. 4 all the descendants of 
common ancestor; lineage. 5 group of similar 
things, people, etc. 6 group of related genera of 
animals or plants. o family credit regular state 
payment to low-income family. family planning 
birth control. family tree genealogical chart. 
m 1 flesh and blood, kin, kindred, kinsfolk, 
kinsmen, kinswomen, kith and kin, nearest and 
dearest, relations, relatives, usually derogatory 
tribe. 2 colloquial brood, children, issue, litter, 
offspring, progeny. 4 ancestors, ancestry, blood, 
clan, descendants, descent, dynasty, extraction, 
forebears, genealogy, house, line, lineage, 
pedigree, race, strain, tribe. 


famine /‘feemm/ noun 1 extreme scarcity, esp. 
of food. 2 archaic hunger, starvation. 


m 1 dearth, lack, scarcity, shortage, want. 2 
hunger, malnutrition, starvation. ` 


famish /fæmf/ verb (usually as famished 
adlertive colloquial) make or become extremely 


ungry. 
u (famished) hungry, colloquial peckish, 
ravenous, colloquial starved, colloquial starving. 


famous /'ferməs/ adjective 4 (often + for) well 
known; celebrated. 2 colloquial excellent. 0 fam- 
ously adverb. 
a 1 acclaimed, big, celebrated, distinguished, 
eminent, exalted, famed, glorious, great, historic, 
honoured, illustrious, important, colloquial 
legendary, lionized, notable, noted, notorious, 
outstanding, popular, prominent, proverbial, 
renowned, revered, time-honoured, venerable, 
well known, world-famous. 


fan' noun 1 apparatus, usually with rotating 
blades, for ventilation etc. 2 device, semicircular 
and folding, waved to cool oneself. 3 fan-shaP 
thing. © verb (-nn-) 1 blow air on, (as) with fan. 2 


sA 
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sually 
friving fan 


t) spread out like fan. o fan belt belt 

x ouh) ol radiator in vehicle. fanlight 
originally semicircular, window over 
sm rete. fantail pigeon with broad tail. 
ean 4 blower, extractor, propeller, ventilator. 

n? noun devotee. O fan club (club of) devotees. 
fan mail letters from fans. ] i 
a colloquial addict, admirer, aficionado, colloquial 
buff, devotee, enthusiast, fanatic, slang fiend, 
follower, colloquial freak, lover, supporter. 


ic /fa'neettk/ moun person obsessively 
mns i a belief, activity, etc. © adjective 
excessively enthusiastic. O fanatical adjective. 
fanatically adverb. fanaticism /-tisz(2)m/ noun. 
u noun activist, adherent, bigot, extremist, slang 
fiend, colloquial freak, colloquial maniac, militant, 
zealot. o fanatical bigoted, excessive, extreme, 
fervent, fervid, immoderate, irrational, colloquial 
maniacal, militant, obsessive, overenthusiastic, 
passionate, rabid, single-minded, zealous. 


fancier /‘feensia/ noun 1 connoisseur, enthusi- 
ast. 2 breeder, esp. of pigeons. 
fanciful /'‘feensiful/ adjective 1 imaginary. 2 
indulging in fancies. o fancifully adverb. 
u 1 chimerical, extravagant, fancy, fantastic, 
illusory, imaginary, imagined, make-believe, 
unrealistic. 2 capricious, dreamy, unrealistic, 
whimsical. 


fancy /‘feenst/ noun (plural -ies) 1 inclination; 
whim. 2 supposition. 3 imagination. © adjective 
(ier, -iest) 1 extravagant. 2 ornamental. © verb 
Cies, -ied) 1 (+ that) imagine, suppose. 2 collo- 
quial find attractive, desire. 3 have unduly high 
opinion of. 4 conceive; picture to oneself. o fancy 
dress costume for masquerading. fancy-free 
without (emotional) commitments. fancy man, 
woman woman’s or'man’s lover. o fancily 
adverb, 

a noun 1 see WHIM. 3 see IMAGINATION 1. 

© adjective 1 see FANCIFUL 1.2 decorative, 

elaborate, embellished, embroidered, intricate, 

ornamented, ornate, © verb 1 believe, conjecture, 

guess, imagine, suppose, think. 2 be attracted to, 

Crave, desire, Colloquial have a yen for, like, long 

for, prefer, want, wish for. 4 conjure up, dream of, 

envisage, imagine, picture, think of, visualize. 


fandango /fæn'dæ 
lively Spanish cee! noun (plural -es or -s) 


nfare /'fænfeə/ noun i 

ite / noun short showy sounding of 
ng noun 4 Canine tooth, es 

, esp. of dog or wolf. 2 

a of venomous snake. 3 (prong of) root of 


fantasia / 

a /feen'terzia/ noun free or improvisat- 
anta sical etc, composition. Dui 

-sing) 1-0 [feentasarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
about. ‘aydream. 2 imagine: create fantasy 


fan 
emit lfæn'tæstrk/ adjective 4 extrava- 
Ciful. 2 grotesque; quaint. 3 collo- 


Quial 
adver excellent, extraordinary. o fantastically 


fan | farm 


m 1 amazing, elaborate, exaggerated 
extraordinary, extravagant, fabulous, fanciful, 
far-fetched, imaginative, implausible, incredible 
rococo, unbelievable, unlikely, unrealistic. 2 
absurd, bizarre, grotesque, odd, quaint, 


remarkable, strange, surreal, colloqui. 
See EXCELLENT. eet 


fantasy /'fæntəsı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 imagin- 
ation, esp. when unrelated to Teale, 2 mental 
image, daydream. 3 fantastic invention or com- 
position. 

[>] 1 fancy, imagination, invention, make-believe. 2 

chimera, daydream, delusion, dream, fancy, 

hallucination, illusion, invention, mirage, pipe 

dream, reverie, vision. 


fanzine l'fænzi:n/ noun magazine for fans of 
science fiction, a football team, etc. 


far (further, furthestor farther, farthest) adverb 
1 at, to, or by a great distance in space or time. 2 
by much. @adjective 4 distant; remote. 2 
extreme. ofar and wide over large area. 
far-away 1 remote. 2 dreamy. 3 distant. the Far 
East countries of E. Asia. Far Eastern adjective. 
far-fetched unconvincing, exaggerated, fanci- 
ful. far-flung widely scattered, remote. far from 
almost the opposite of. far gone very ill, drunk, 
etc. far-off remote. far-out slang 1 unconven- 
tional. 2 excellent. far-ranging broad, extensive. 
far-reaching widely influential or applicable. 
far-seeing showing foresight. far-sighted 1 
having foresight. 2 esp. US long-sighted. far- 
sightedness noun. 


m adjective 1 distant, far-away, far-off, outlying, 
remote. 


farad /‘feerad/ noun SI unit of electrical capaci- 
tance. 

farce /fa:s/ noun 1 comedy with ludicrously 
improbable plot. 2 absurdly futile proceedings. 
3 pretence. u farcical adjective. 


a o farcical absurd, foolish, ludicrous, ` 
| preposterous, ridiculous, silly. 


fare noun 1 price of journey on public transport. 
2 passenger. 3 food. © verb (-ring) progress; get 
on. o fare-stage 1 section of bus route for which 
fixed fare is charged. 2 stop marking this. 


u noun 1 charge, cost, fee, payment, price, ticket. 
| 3 see FOOD 1. 


farewell /feo'wel/ interjection goodbye. © noun 
leave-taking. Hoy nike 

a noun departure, goo! ı leave-taking, 

send-off, formal valediction; ( farewell gift) last, 

leaving, parting, valedictory. 


i 'rine/ noun flour of corn, nuts, or 
pata ofarinaceous /feri'nerfas/ 
adjective. 
farm noun 1 land and its buildings used for 
growing crops, rearing animals, etc. 2 fam 
house. © verb 1 use (land) thus. 2 be armen 
breed (fish etc.) commercially. 4 (+ out) delegate 
ract (work). o farm hand worker on 


cont: 
e eins house attached to farm. farm- 


farmer | fatalism 


i d 
land used for farming. farmstead farm ani 
its buildings. farmyard yard adjacent to farm- 
. O farming noun. 3 
fou 1 croft, ernassad’ ranch, smallholding. 2 
farmhouse, grange. 0 farming agriculture, — 
agronomy, crofting, cultivation, food production, 


husbandry. 


farmer noun owner or manager of farm. 

faro /‘fearau/ noun gambling card game. 

farrago /fa'ra:gau/ noun (plural -s or US -es) 
medley, hotchpotch. 

farrier /‘feerte/ noun smith who shoes horses. 

farrow /‘fereu/ verb give birth to (piglets). 
© noun litter of pigs. 

Farsi /‘fa:s1/ noun modern Persian language. 

_ farther = FURTHER. 

farthest = FURTHEST. 

farthing /‘fa:dm/ noun historical coin worth 
quarter of old penny. 

farthingale /‘fa:dmgeil/ noun historicalhooped 
petticoat. 

fascia /‘ferfe/ noun (also facia) (plural -s) 1 
instrument panel of vehicle. 2 similar panel etc. 
for operating machinery. 3 long flat surface of 
wood or stone. 

fascicle /'feestk(e)l/ noun instalment of book. 

fascinate /'fæsmert/ verb (-ting) capture inter- 
est of, attract. o fascinating adjective. fascin- 
ation noun. 

allure, attract, beguile, bewitch, captivate, 

charm, delight, enchant, engross, enthral, entice, 

entrance, hypnotize, interest, mesmerize, rivet, 

Spellbind. o fascinating see ATTRACTIVE. 


Fascism /‘feefiz(a)m/ noun 1 extreme 
right-wing totalitarian nationalist movement in 
Italy (1922-43). 2 (also fascism) any similar 
movement. o Fascist, fascist noun & adjective. 
Fascistic, fascistic /-'Sis-/ adjective. 


fashion /‘feS(a)n/ noun 4 current popular 
custom or style, esp. in dress. 2 manner of doing 
something. @ verb (often + into) form, make. o in 
Toshlon fashionable. out of fashion not fashion- 
able. 

m noun 1 craze, cut, fad, line, look, mode, pattern, 

rage, style, taste, trend, vogue. 2 manner, method, 

mode, way. 


ar mopable adjective 1 of or conforming to 
current fashion. 2 of or favoured by high soci i 
o fashionably adverb. eee 
u å la mode, chic, contemporary, current, in, in 
vogue, (the) latest, modern, modish, popular, 
smart, slang snazzy, sophisticated, stylish, 


colloquial often derogatory trend , uUp-to-d 
colloquial with t. o 7 rendy, up-to-date, 


fast' /fa:st/ adjective 4 rapid. 2 capable oi 
intended for high speed. 3 (of asc igen of 
Correct time. 4 firm, fixed. 5 (of colour) not 
fading. 6 pleasure-seeking, dissipated. @ adverb 
1 quickly. 2 firmly. 3 soundly, completely. 
O fastback car with sloping rear. fast breeder 
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(reactor) reactor using neutrons with high 
kinetic energy. fast food food that is prepared 
and served quickly. pull a fast one colloquia] try 
to deceive someone. 

m adjective 1 breakneck, brisk, expeditious, 
express, hasty, headlong, high-speed, hurried, 
lively, colloquial nippy, precipitate, quick, rapid, 
smart, spanking, speedy, supersonic, swift, 
unhesitating. 4 attached, bound, fastened, firm, 
fixed, immobile, immovable, secure, tight. 5 
indelible, lasting, permanent, stable. 6 see 
IMMORAL. © adverb 4 at full tilt, briskly, in no time, 
post-haste, quickly, rapidly, swiftly. 


fast? /fa:st/ verb abstain from food. © noun actor 
period of fasting. 


fasten /'fa:s(ə)n/ verb 1 make or become fixed or 
secure. 2 (+ in, up) shut in; lock securely. 3 (+ 
off) fix with knot or stitches. 4 (+ on) direct 
(attention) towards. 
@ 1 affix, anchor, attach, batten, bind, bolt, buckle, 
button, chain, clamp, clasp, cling, close, connect, 
couple, do up, fix, grip, hitch, hook, join, knot, lace, 
lash, latch, link, lock, make fast, moor, nail, 
padlock, paste, peg, pin, rivet, rope, screw, screw 
down, seal, secure, solder, staple, stick, strap, 
tack, tape, tether, tie, unite, weld. 2 (fasten up) bolt, 
do up, lock, padlock, secure, shut. 3 (fasten off) 
fix, knot, make fast, secure, tack, tie. 


fastener noun (also fastening) device that 
fastens. 


| u bond, connection, connector, coupling, link. 


fastidious /fee'stidras/ adjective 1 fussy. 2 easily 
disgusted, squeamish. 

m 1 colloquial choosy, discriminating, finical, 

finicky, fussy, hard to please, nice, particular, 

colloquial pernickety, colloquial picky, selective. 2 

dainty, delicate, squeamish. 


fastness /'fa:stnıs/ noun stronghold. 


fat noun 1 oily substance, esp. in animal bodies. 
2 part of meat etc. containing this. © adjective 
(-tt-) 1 plump. 2 containing much fat. 3 thick, 
substantial. © verb (-tt-) (esp. as fatted adjective) 
make or become fat. o fat-head colloquial stupid 
Person. fat-headed stupid. a fat lot colloquial 
very little. ofatless adjective. fatness noun. 
fatten verb. 
m adjective 1 bloated, bulky, chubby, corpulent, 
dumpy, flabby, fleshy, gross, heavy, massive, 
obese, overweight, paunchy, plump, podgy, portly, 
pot-bellied, colloquial pudgy, rotund, round, solid, 
squat, stocky, stout, tubby, weighty. 2 fatty, greasy; 
oily. 3 bulky, heavy, massive, solid, squat, stout, 
Sturdy, substantial, thick, weighty. 


fatal /'fert(ə)l/ adjective 1 causing or ending in 
gea a causing disaster or ruin. o fatally 
verb, 


u 1 deadly, final, incurable, lethal, malignant, 
mortal, terminal. 2 see DISASTROUS (DISASTER). 


fatalism noun 1 belief in predetermination. 2 
Submissive acceptance. o fatalist noun. fatal- 
istic /-'lis-/ adjective, 


ee 
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atality /fo'teeltt/ noun (plural -ies) death by 


ident, in war, etc. 
a asualty, death, loss. 


4 supposed power predetermining 
fate x 2 destiny. 3 death, destruction. © verb 
even (usually in passive) preordain. 2 (as 


ey 1 jective) unavoidable. 3 (as fated 


jective) doomed. 
aea , chance, destiny, fortune, luck, 


ination, providence, the stars. 2 destiny, 
paaa nine Buddhism & Hinduism karma, : 
kismet, lot, nemesis. 3 death, demise, destruction, 
disaster, doom, downfall, end, ruin. © verb 1 “ 
decree, destine, intend, predestine, predetermine, 
preordain. 2 (fated) certain, inescapable, 
inevitable, sure, unavoidable. 3 (fated) cursed, 


damned, doomed. 


fateful adjective 1 decisive, important. 2 con- 
trolled by fate. 

father /'fa:ðə/ noun 1 male parent. 2 (usually in 
plural) forefather. 3 originator. 4 early leader. 
5 (also Father) priest. 6 (the Father) God. 7 (in 
plural) elders. © verb 1 be father of. 2 originate. 
o father-in-law (plural fathers-in-law) wife’s or 
husband’s father. fatherland native country. 
o fatherhood noun. fatherless adjective. 

a noun 1 literary begetter, colloquial dad, 

colloquial daddy, colloquial pa, archaic papa, 

parent, esp. US colloquial pop, archaic sire. 


fatherly adjective of or like a father. 


fathom /'fæð(ə)m/ noun measure of 6ft, esp. in 
soundings. @verb 1 comprehend. 2 measure 
depth of (water). o fathomable adjective. 


fathomless adjective too deep to fathom. 


fatigue /fe'ti:g/ noun 1 extreme tiredness. 2 
Weakness in metals etc. from repeated stress. 3 
non-military army duty. 4 (in plural) clothing 
for this. © verb (-gues, -gued, -guing) (esp. as 
fatigued adjective) cause fatigue in. 

a noun 1 debility, exhaustion, feebleness, 

languor, lassitude, lethargy, tiredness, weakness, 

aasa © verb debilitate, drain, enervate, 

ı üre, weaken, weary; (fatigued) see 
WEARY adjective 1. na] 


tty adjective (-ier, -iest) like or containing fat. 
x aun (plural-ies) colloquial fat person. o fatty 
cid type of organic compound. 


fatuous [feetjvas/ adjecti p 
adjective vacantly silly; pur- 
Poseless. o fatuity /fa'tju:ttt/ noun (plural -ies). 


fatuously adverb. fatuousness noun. 


fatwa ['feetwa: x 
gious leader., a:/ noun legal ruling by Islamicreli- 


faucet l'fo:stt/ noun esp. US tap. 


fau á 
erda noun 1 defect, imperfection. 2 
ngdoi ing wrongly done. 3 responsibility for 
circuit soe error, etc. 4 break in electric 
in rock eet etc. incorrect service. 6 break 
(often + pint O Verb find fault with. o find fault 
fault exes) criticize or complain (about). to a 
lessly ag, ively. o faultless adjective. fault- 
verb. faultlessness noun. 


fatality | favourite 


m noun 1 blemish, defect, defici i 
failing, failure, fallacy flaw, folble, fay 
imperfection, inaccuracy, malfunction, snag 
weakness. 2 blunder, colloquial boob, error. s 
failing, faux pas, gaffe, colloquial howler, i 
indiscretion, lapse, miscalculation, misdeed 
mistake, offence, omission, oversight, peccadillo, 
shortcoming, sin, slip, transgression, archaic } 
trespass, vice, wrongdoing. 3 accountability, 
blame, culpability, guilt, liability, responsibility. 

© verb see cRITICIZE 1. 5 faultless accurate, 
correct, exemplary, flawless, ideal, in mint 
condition, irreproachable, perfect, sinless, 
unimpeachable. 


faulty adjective (-ier, 
O faultily adverb. 

a broken, damaged, defective, deficient, flawed, 

illogical, imperfect, inaccurate, incomplete, 

incorrect, inoperative, invalid, not working, out of 

order, shop-soiled, unusable, useless. 


-iest) having faults. 


faun /fo:n/ noun Latin rural deity with goat’s 
horns, legs, and tail. 


fauna l'fo:nə/ noun (plural -s) animal life of a 
region or period. 


faux pas /fav 'pa:/ noun (plural same /'pa:z/) 
tactless mistake. [French] 


favour /‘ferva/ (US favor) noun 1 kind act. 2 
approval, goodwill. 3 partiality. 4 badge, ribbon, 
etc. as emblem of support. @ verb 1 regard or 
treat with favour. 2 support, facilitate. 3 tend to 
confirm (idea etc.). 4 (+ with) oblige with. 5 (as 
favoured adjective) having special advantages. 
din favour 1 approved of. 2 (+ of) in support of 
or to the advantage of. out of favour disapproved 
of. 

u noun 1 courtesy, good deed, good turn, 

indulgence, kindness, service. 2 acceptance, 

approbation, approval, friendliness, goodwill, 
grace, liking, support. 3 bias, favouritism, 
partiality, preference. © verb 1 approve of, bein 
sympathy with, champion, choose, commend, 
esteem, fancy, go for, like, opt for, prefer, show 
favour to, think well of, value. 2 abet, advance, 
back, be advantageous to, befriend, facilitate, 
forward, help, promote, support. 


favourable adjective (US favorable) 1 well dis- 
posed. 2 approving. 3 promising; satisfactory, 
pleasing. 4 helpful, suitable. uo favourably 
adverb. 
m 1 auspicious, benign, friendly, propitious, well 
disposed. 2 approving, commendatory; 
complimentary, congratulatory, encouraging, 
enthusiastic, laudatory, positive, reassuring, 
supportive, sympathetic. 3 agreeable, good, 
pleasing, promising, satisfactory. 4 
advantageous, appropriate, beneficial, 
convenient, following (wind), generous, helpful, 
kind, opportune, suitable, supportive. 


rite /‘fervarit/ (US favorite) adjective 
ee allothers. © noun 1 favourite person 
or thing. 2 competitor thought most likely to 


win. 


favouritism | federal 


| jective beloved, best, choice, chosen, 
eas esteemed, ideal, liked, loved, popular, 
preferred, selected, well liked. © noun 1 apple of 
one's eye, choice, darling, idol, pet, pick, 
preference. 


favouritism noun (US favoritism) unfair 

favouring of one person etc. aie 
‘noun 1 deer in first year. 2 light yellowis| 

pa o adjective fawn-coloured. © verb give 
birth to fawn. 4 

fawn?’ verb 1 (often + on, upon) behave servilely. 
2 (of dog) show extreme affection. 

fax noun 1 electronic transmission of exact copy 
of document etc. 2 such copy. 3 (in full fax 
machine) apparatus used for this. © verb trans- 
mit in this way. 

faze verb (-zing) (often as fazed adjective) collo- 
quial disconcert. 

FBI abbreviation (in US) Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 

FC abbreviation Football Club. 

FCO abbreviation Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office. 

FE abbreviation further education. 

fealty /‘fi:elt!/ noun (plural -ies) 1 fidelity to 
feudal lord. 2 allegiance. 

fear noun 1 panic etc. caused by impending 
danger, pain, etc. 2 cause of this. 3 alarm, dread. 
© verb 1 be afraid of; dread. 2 (+ for) feel anxiety 
about. 3 shrink from. 4 have uneasy feeling or 
expectation. 5 revere (God). 

u noun 1,3 alarm, anxiety, apprehension, 

apprehensiveness, awe, concern, consternation, 

cowardice, cravenness, diffidence, dismay, doubt, 

dread, faint-heartedness, fright, slang funk, 

horror, nervousness, panic, terror, timidity, 

trepidation, uneasiness, worry. 2 anxiety, 

concern, doubt, dread, foreboding, horror, 

misgiving, phobia, qualm, suspicion, terror, worry. 

© verb 1,3 be afraid of, dread, quail at, shrink from, 

tremble at, worry about. 4 be afraid, suspect. 


fearful adjective 1 afraid. 2 terrible, awful. 3 
extremely unpleasant. o fearfully adverb. fear- 
fulness noun. 

m 1 afraid, alarmed, apprehensive, frightened, 
nervous, panic-stricken, scared, terrified, timid. 2 
See FEARSOME. 


fearless adjective not afraid; brave. o fear- 
lessly adverb. fearlessness noun. . 

E bold, brave, courageous, dauntless, intrepid, 

resolute, stoical, unafraid, unconcerned, 

undaunted, valiant, valorous. 


fearsome adjective frightening. o fearsomely 
adverb. 


E appalling, awe-inspiring, awesome, daunting, 
dreadful, fearful, frightening, frightful, 
intimidating, terrible, terrifying. 


feasible ['fi:z1b(2)l/ adjective practicable, 
sible. o feasibility noun. feasibly adverb, 


USAGE Feasible should not be used to mean 


pos- 
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‘likely’. Possible or probable should be used 


instead. 
a achievable, attainable, easy, possible, 
practicable, practical, realizable, viable, 
workable. 


feast noun 1 sumptuous meal. 2 religious fes- 


tival. 3 sensual or mental pleasure. 
(often + on) have feast; eat and drink 
ously. 2 regale. 

m noun 1 banquet, slang blow-out, dinner, 
colloquial spread. © verb 1 dine, gorge, 
gormandize, wine and dine. 2 banquet, regale, 
wine and dine. 


Overb 4 
sumptu- 


feat noun remarkable act or achievement. 


| a accomplishment, achievement, act, action, 
attainment, deed, exploit, performance. 


feather /'feðə/ noun 1 one of structures forming 
bird’s plumage, with fringed horny shaft: 2 these 
as material. © verb 1 cover or line with feathers, 
2 turn (oar) through air edgeways. o feather bed 
bed with feather-stuffed mattress. feather-bed 
verb cushion, esp. financially. feather-brained, 
-headed silly. featherweight amateur boxing 
weight (54-57 kg). o feathery adjective. 


| noun 1 plume, quill; ( feathers) down, plumage. 
O feathery downy, fluffy, light, wispy. 


feature /‘f:tfa/ noun 1 characteristic or dis- 
tinctive part. 2 (usually in plural) part of face. 3 
specialized article in newspaper etc. 4 (in full 
feature film) main film in cinema programme. 
©verb (-ring) 1 make or be special feature of: 
emphasize. 2 take part. o featureless adjective. 
m noun 1 aspect, attribute, characteristic, 
circumstance, detail, facet, hallmark, 
idiosyncrasy, mark, peculiarity, point, property, 
quality, trait. 2 ( features) see FACE noun 1.3 
article, column, item, piece, report, story. © verb1 
emphasize, focus on, give prominence to, 
highlight, present, promote, show up, spotlight, 
stress. 2 act, appear, figure, Participate, perform, 
Play a role, star, take a part. 


Feb. abbreviation February. 

febrile /‘fi:brazl/ adjective of fever. 

February /‘februari/ noun (plural -les) second 
month of year. 

fecal US = FAECAL. 

feces US = FAECES. 

feckless /'feklis/ adjective 4 feeble, ineffectual. 
2 irresponsible. 

fecund I'fekend/ adjective fertile. o fecundity 
/fkanditt/ noun. 

fecundate /‘fekandert/ verb (ting) 1 make fruit- 
ful. 2 fertilize. o fecundation noun. 

fed past & past participle of rep. u fed up (often 
+ with) discontented, bored. 

federal /‘fedar(s)l/ adjective 1 of system of gov- 
ernment in which self-governing states unite for 
certain functions. 2 of such a federation. 3 
(Federal) US of Northern States in Civil War. 
O federalism noun. federalist noun. federalize 


_ 
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verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing). federalization 


noun. federally adverb. 
derate verb /‘fedorert/ (-ting) unite on federal 
pe o adjective |'federat/ federally organized. 
o federative /-retiv/ adjective. 
deration /fede'rerJ(e)n/ noun 1 federal group. 
gact of federating. 
fee noun 1 payment for professional advice or 
services. 2 (often in plural) payment for admis- 
sion, membership, licence, education, exam, etc, 
3 money paid for transfer of footballer etc. 
n fee-paying 1 paying fee(s). 2 (of school) char- 
ging fees. % 
u 1 bill, charge, cost, emolument, payment, price, 
remuneration, sum, tariff, terms, toll, wage. 2 
charge, dues, payment, subscription. 


feeble /'fi:b(ə)l/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 weak. 2 
lacking energy, strength, or effectiveness. 
ufeeble-minded unintelligent. o feebleness 
noun. feebly adverb. 
a 1 ailing, debilitated, decrepit, delicate, 
enfeebled, exhausted, faint, fragile, frail, helpless, 
ill, infirm, languid, listless, poorly, puny, sickly, 
slight, weak, weedy. 2 ( feeble leader) effete, 
feckless, hesitant, impotent, inadequate, 
incompetent, indecisive, ineffective, ineffectual, 
irresolute, namby-pamby, powerless, spineless, 
colloquial useless, vacillating, colloquial wimpish, 
colloquial wishy-washy; ( feeble excuse) flimsy, 
insubstantial, lame, paltry, poor, tame, thin, 
unconvincing. 


feed verb (past & past participle fed) 1 supply 

with food. 2 put food in mouth of. 3 (usually + on) 
graze; eat. 4 keep supplied with. 5 (+ into) supply 
(material) to machine etc. 6 (often + on) nourish; 
be nourished by. © noun 1 food, esp. for animals 
or infants. 2 feeding. 3 colloquial meal. o feed- 
back 1 information about result of experiment; 
response. 2 Electronics return of part of output 
signal to input. 

m verb 1, 2 cater for, give food to, provide for, 

Provision, suckle, wine and dine. 3 graze, pasture; 

on) consume, dine on, eat, live on, partake 


of. 6 nourish, nurt: 
aie ure, strengthen, support, 


feedernoun 1 A a 
personor thing that feeds in speci- 
ee: 2 baby’s feeding bottle. 3 bib. 4 tribu- 
-3 branch road or railway line. 6 electricity 


main supplying distributi i i 
apparatus it Tries ution point. 7 feeding 


el verb ( past & past Fac 5 
č participle felt) 1 examine, 
T or perceive by touch. 2 experience. 3 be 
sider thing 4 (+ that) have impression. 5 con- 
with hava 6 seem. 7 be consciously. 8 (+ for, 
sense ar eeathy or pity for. @ noun feeling. 
somethinn (OU h. 3 sensation characterizing 
for. feel E n feel like have wish or inclination 
u verba P to be ready to face or deal with. 
handle haere finger, fondle, fumble, grope, 
Stroke, torn Pulate, maul, colloquial paw, 
detect, dis’ ouch. 2 be aware of, be conscious of, 
rceive os experience, know, notice, 
Consider pkey! Suffer, undergo. 4, 5 believe, 
+ Ormal deem, guess, have a feeling, have 


federate | felt 


ahunch, intui < 
olsson, ntuit, judge, think. 6 appear, give a feeling 


feeler noun organ in certain animals for touch- 


ing, foraging, etc. o 
tive Dronas put out feelers make tenta- 


tivity. 6 notion, 
© adjective sensitiv 
adverb. 

@ noun 1 sensation, sense of touch, sensitivity. 2 
ardour, emotion, fervour, passion, sentiment, 
warmth. 4 atmosphere, aura, mood, tone, 
vibrations. 5 fondness, responsiveness, 
sensibility, Sensitivity, sympathy, understanding. 6 
attitude, belief, guess, hunch, idea, impression, 
instinct, intuition, notion, opinion, perception, 
thought, view. 7 awareness, consciousness, 
impression. 


feet plural of Foor. 

feign /fem/ verb simulate; pretend. 

feint /femt/ noun 1 sham attack or diversionary 
blow. 2 pretence. @ verb make a feint. © adjective 
(of paper etc.) having faintly ruled lines. 

feldspar /‘feldspa:/ noun (also felspar [‘felspa:/) 
common aluminium silicate. 

felicitate /fo'lsitett/ verb (usually + on) con- 
gratulate. o felicitation /-'ter{(e)n/ noun. 

felicitous /fo'lsitas/ adjective apt; well chosen. 

felicity /fə'lısıtı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 great hap- 
piness. 2 capacity for apt expression. 

feline /‘fi:lam/ adjective 1 of cat family. 2 catlike. 
@ noun animal of cat family. 

fell! past of FALL. 

fell? verb 1 cut down (tree). 2 strike down. 


| n 1 chop down, cut down. 2 bring down, colloquial 
flatten, floor, knock down, mow down, prostrate. 
fell? noun hill or stretch of hills in N. England. 
fell‘ adjective o at, in one fell swoop in a single 
(originally deadly) action. 
fell? noun animal's hide or skin with hair. 
fellow /‘felou/ noun 1 comrade, associate. 2 
counterpart, equal. 3 colloquial man, boy. 4 
incorporated senior member of college. 5 
member of learned society. @ adjective of same 
group etc. o fellow-feeling sympathy. fellow- 
traveller 1 person who travels with another. 2 
sympathizer with Communist Party. 
fellowship /‘felousip/ noun 1 friendly associ- 
ation, companionship. 2 group of associates. 3 
position or income of college fellow. 
felon /‘felen/ noun person who has committed 
rere (plural -ies) serious 
ny /‘felent/ noun (plural -les J 
fony reni crime. o felonious /fr1əv-/ adjec- 
tive. 
felspar = FELDSPAR. 
felt! noun fabric of matted and pressed fibres of 
wool etc. © verb 1 make into or cover with felt. 


felt | fertilizer 


-i tipped 
become matted. o felt-tip pen (also felt- 
pen, felt tip) pen with fibre point. 


felt? past & past participle of FEEL. 
male /‘fi:meil/ adjective 1 of the sex that can 
a ea or produce eggs. 2 (of plants) 
fruit-bearing. 3 of female people, animals, or 
plants. 4 (of screw, socket, etc.) hollow to receive 
inserted part. @ noun female person, animal, or 


plant. 


m adjective 1 see FEMININE 1. © noun see WOMAN 
| 1. 


feminine /‘femmm/ adjective 1 of women; 
womanly. 2 (of a man) effeminate. 3 Grammar 
(of noun) belonging to gender including words 
for most female people and animals. o femininity 
/-nm-/ noun. 

u 1 female, girlish, ladylike, womanly. 2 

effeminate, unmanly, unmasculine, derogatory 

womanish, womanly. 


feminism /'femmz(ə)m/ noun advocacy of 
women’s rights and sexual equality. o feminist 
noun & adjective. 


femme fatale /fem fe'ta:l/ noun (plural 
femmes fatales same pronunciation) danger- 
ously seductive woman. [French] 


femur /‘fi:ma/ noun (plural -s or femora 
/‘femare/) thigh-bone. o femoral /'femər(ə)l/ 
adjective. 


fen noun low marshy land. 


m bog, marsh, literary morass, quagmire, slough, 
swamp. 


fence noun 1 barrier or railing enclosing field, 
garden, etc. 2 jump for horses. 3 slang receiver 
of stolen goods. © verb (-cing) 1 surround (as) 
with fence. 2(+ in) enclose (as) with fence. 3 prac- 
tise sword play. 4 be evasive. 5 deal in (stolen 
goods). o fencer noun. 
u noun 1 barricade, barrier, fencing, paling, 
palisade, railing, stockade. 2 barricade, barrier, 
hurdle, jump, obstacle. @ verb 1 bound, i 
circumscribe, encircle, enclose, surround, wall in. 
2 (fence in) confine, coop up, hedge in, penin. 3 
see FIGHT verb 1. 


fencing noun 1 fences. 2 material for fences. 3 
sword-fighting, esp. as sport. 

fend verb 1 (+ off) ward off. 2 (+ for) look after 
(esp. oneself). 

u 1 (fend off ) see REPEL 1. 2 (fend for oneself ) 


care for oneself, do for oneself, coll uial get by, 
look after oneself, Sipo ort Gnesciti tl 


fender noun 1 low frame round fireplace. 2 


matting etc. to protect side of ship. 
of vehicle. Ba US pampet 


fennel ['fen(ə)l/ noun fragrant twi i 
leaf-stalks and seeds. SrA Pant WIth edihio 
fenugreek l'fenju:gri:k/ noun le ‘ino 
e :gri: us 
plant with aromatic seeds used for Toe 


feral /'fer(ə)l/ adjective 4 wild. 2 i 
escaped and living wild. aama) 
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ferial /‘fiertal/ adjective (of day) not a church fes- 
tival or fast. 


ferment noun /‘fs:ment/ 1 excitement. 2 for. 
mentation. 3 fermenting agent. © verb /fə'men 
4 undergo or subject to fermentation. 2 excite, 

m noun 1 see COMMOTION. © verb 1 boil, bubble, 

effervesce, fizz, foam, froth, rise, seethe, work. 2 

agitate, excite, foment, incite, instigate, Provoke, 

rouse, stir up. 


fermentation /fs:men'terf(a)n/ noun 4 break- 
down of substance by yeasts, bacteria, etc, 2 
excitement. 


fern noun flowerless plant usually with feathery 
fronds. 


ferocious /fo'rauses/ adjective fierce. ofer- 
ociously adverb. ferocity /-'ros-/ noun. 

m bestial, bloodthirsty, brutal, cruel, feral, 

fiendish, fierce, harsh, inhuman, merciless, 

murderous, pitiless, colloquial sadistic, savage, 

vicious, wild. 


ferret /‘fertt/ noun small polecat used in catch- 
ing rabbits, rats, etc. © verb (-t-) 1 hunt with 
ferrets. 2 (often + out, about, etc.) rummage. 3 (+ 
out) search out. 


ferric /‘ferik/ adjective 1 of iron. 2 containing 
iron in trivalent form. 


Ferris wheel /‘ferts/ noun tall revolving ver- 
tical wheel with passenger cars in fairgrounds 
etc. 


ferroconcrete /ferau'kogkri:t/ noun rein- 
forced concrete. 


ferrous /‘feras/ adjective containing iron, esp. in 
divalent form. 


ferrule /‘feru:]/ noun ring or cap on end of stick 
etc. 


ferry noun (plural -ies) 1 boat etc. for esp. 
regular transport across water. 2 ferrying place 
or service. © verb (-ies, -ied) 1 take or go in ferry. 
2 transport from place to place, esp. regularly. 
o ferryman noun. 

m verb carry, convey, export, fetch, import, shift, 

ship, shuttle, take across, taxi, transport. 


fertile /'fs:tal/ adjective 1 (of soil) abundantly 
productive; fruitful. 2 (of seed, egg, etc.) capable 
of growth. 3 inventive. 4 (of animal or plant) able 
to reproduce. o fertility /-'ti-/ noun. 

m 1 fecund, flourishing, fruitful, luxuriant, 

productive, prolific, rich, teeming. 3 fecund, 

fruitful, inventive, prolific, rich. 4 fecund, 

Productive, prolific. 


fertilize /'fs:tlarz/ verb (also -ise) (zing oF 
-sing) 1 make (soil etc.) fertile. 2 cause (e88, 
female animal, etc.) to develop new individual. 
O fertilization noun. 

m 1 cultivate, dress, enrich, feed, make fertile, 

manure, mulch, nourish, top dress. 2 impregnate, 

inseminate, pollinate. 


fertilizer noun (also -iser) substance added to 
soil to make it more fertile. 
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u noun compost, dressing, dung, manure, mulch, 
nutrient. 


fervent /'fs:v(e)nt/ adjective ardent, intense. 
ofervency noun. fervently adverb. 
n animated, ardent, avid, burning, committed, 
devout, eager, earnest, emotional, enthusiastic, 
excited, fanatical, fervid, fiery, frenzied, heated, 
impassioned, intense, keen, passionate, 
rapturous, spirited, vehement, vigorous, warm, 
wholehearted, zealous. 


fervid /'fs:vid/ adjective fervent. u fervidly 
adverb. 

fervour /'f3:va/ noun (US fervor) passion, zeal. 
u ardour, eagerness, energy, enthusiasm, 

excitement, fervency, fire, heat, intensity, 

keenness, passion, sparkle, spirit, vehemence, 

vigour, warmth, zeal. 


fescue /‘feskju:/ noun pasture and fodder grass. 

fester /'festə/ verb 1 make or become septic. 2 
cause continuing bitterness. 3 rot. 4 stagnate. 

n 1 become infected, become inflamed, become 

poisoned, discharge, (of boil) gather, go septic, 

ooze, putrefy, rot, run, suppurate, ulcerate. 3 decay, 

decompose, go bad, mortify, putrefy, rot. 


festival /'festıv(ə)l/ noun 1 day or period of cele- 
bration. 2 series of cultural events in town etc. 
a 1 anniversary, carnival, celebration, 
commemoration, fair, feast, festivity, féte, fiesta, 
gala, holiday, jamboree, jubilee. 


festive /'festrv/ adjective 1 of or characteristic 
of festival. 2 joyous. 

u 1 celebratory, gala, holiday, party. 2 cheerful, 

cheery, convivial, gay, gleeful, happy, jolly, jovial, 

joyful, joyous, light-hearted, merry, uproarious. 


festivity /fe'strvitr/ noun (plural-ies) 4 gaiety. 2 
(in plural) celebration. 3 festive occasion, party. 
a 1,2 celebration, conviviality, entertainment, 
feasting, gaiety, jollification, jollity, jubilation, 
merriment, merrymaking, mirth, rejoicing, revelry. 
3 celebration, festive occasion, party, revels. 


festoon /fe'stu:n/ noun curved hanging chain of 
flowers, ribbons, etc. © verb (often + with) adorn 
with or form into festoons. 
feta /‘feta/ noun salty white Greek cheese made 
m ewe’s or goat’s milk. 
- fetal US = rortat. 
fetch verb4 go for and bring back. 2 be sold for. 


3 draw forth. 4 deal (blow). o fetch Lloquial 
arrive, come to fern tees 


E 1 bring, call (for), collect, get, obtain, retrieve, 
summon. 2 bring in, earn, go for, make, produce, 
raise, realize, sell for. 


fetchin i z 
adverbs g adjective attractive. 
H See ATTRACTIVE. 


rete fett/ noun outdoor fund-raising event. 
verb (-ting) honour or entertain lavishly. 


fetid l'fetid/ adjective (also foetid) stinking. 


o fetchingly 


fervent | fibre 


fetish /fetts/ noun 1 abnormal object of sexual 
desire. 2 object worshipped by primitive peoples. 
3 object of obsessive concern. o fetishism noun. 
fetishist noun. fetishistic /-'fıs-/ adjective. 

fetlock /'fetlok/ noun back of horse's leg where 
tuft of hair grows above hoof. 


fetter /‘feta/ noun 1 shackle for ankles. 2 (in 
plural) captivity. 3 restraint. © verb 1 put into 
fetters. 2 restrict. 

fettle /‘fet(s)l/ noun condition, trim. 

fetus US = Foetus. 

feud /fju:d/ moun prolonged hostility, esp. 
peta families, tribes, etc. @ verb conduct 

feud. 


| m noun conflict, dispute, quarrel, vendetta. 


feudal /‘fju:d(e)l/ adjective 4 of, like, or accord- 
ing to feudal system. 2 reactionary. o feudal 
system medieval system in which vassal held 
land in exchange for allegiance and service to 
landowner. o feudalism noun. feudalistic /-'lis-/ 
adjective. 

fever /'fi:va/ noun 1 abnormally high body tem- 
perature. 2 disease characterized by this. 3 
nervous agitation. @verb (esp. as fevered 
adjective) affect with fever or excitement. o fever 
pitch state of extreme excitement. 


m noun 1 delirium, feverishness, high 
temperature. 


feverfew /'fi:vefju:/ noun aromatic plant, used 
formerly to reduce fever, now to treat migraine. 


feverish adjective 1 having symptoms of fever. 
2 excited, restless. o feverishly adverb. fever- 
ishness noun. 
u 1 burning, febrile, fevered, flushed, hot, 
inflamed. 2 agitated, excited, frantic, frenetic, 
frenzied, hectic, hurried, impatient, passionate, 
restless. 


few adjective not many. @noun 1 (treated as 
plural) not many. 2 (a few) some but not many. 
Oa good few a considerable number (of). few 
and far between scarce. quite a few colloquial a 
fairly large number (of). very few a very small 
number (of). 


@ adjective few and far between, hardly any, 
inadequate, infrequent, rare, scarce, sparse, 
sporadic, thin on the ground, uncommon. 


fey /fe1/ adjective strange, other-worldly; whim- 
sical. 


fez noun (plural fezzes) man’s flat-topped 
conical red cap, worn by some Muslims. 


ff abbreviation Music fortissimo. 

ff. abbreviation following pages etc. 

fiancé /fi'onset/ noun (feminine fiancée same 
pronunciation) person one is engaged to. 

fiasco /fi'zeskau/ noun (plural -s) ludicrous or 
humiliating failure. 

fiat /‘farzet/ noun 1 authorization. 2 decree. 

fib noun trivial lie. © verb (-bb-) tell fib. u fibber 
noun. 

fibre /'faiba/ moun (US fiber) 1 thread or filament 


fibril | fiery 


i ue or textile. 2 piece of threadlike 
poe Piee formed of fibres. 4 moral char- 
acter. 5 roughage. o fibreboard board made of 
compressed wood etc. fibres. fibreglass 1 fabric 
made from woven glass fibres. 2 plastic rein- 
forced with glass fibres. fibre optics optics using 
glass fibres, usually to carry signals. o fibrous 

jective. 
fat filament, hair, strand, thread. 4 backbone, 
character, determination, spirit, tenacity, 
toughness. 


fibril /‘fatbril/ noun small fibre. 

fibroid /‘farbroid/ adjective of, like, or containing 
fibrous tissue or fibres. @ noun benign fibrous 
tumour, esp. in womb. 

fibrosis /far'brausis/ noun thickening and scar- 
ring of connective tissue. 


fibrositis /farbrə'saıtıs/ noun rheumatic in- 
flammation of fibrous tissue. 


fibula /‘fibjule/ noun ( plural -lae /-li:/ or -s) bone 
on outer side of lower leg. 


fiche /fi:S/ noun microfiche. 


fickle /'ñk(ə)l/ adjective inconstant, changeable. 
U fickleness noun. 
m capricious, changeable, changing, disloyal, 
erratic, faithless, flighty, inconsistent, inconstant, 
mercurial, literary mutable, treacherous, 
undependable, unfaithful, unpredictable, 
unreliable, unstable, unsteady, colloquial up and 
down, vacillating, variable, volatile. 


fiction /'fikJ(e)n/ noun 1 non-factual literature, 
esp. novels. 2 invented idea, thing, etc. 3 gener- 
ally accepted falsehood. o fictional adjective. 

u 2, 3 concoction, deception, fabrication, fantasy, 

figment of the imagination, flight of fancy, 

invention, lie(s), storytelling, colloquial tall story. 

O fictional fabulous, fanciful, imaginary, invented, 

legendary, made up, make-believe, mythical. 


fictitious /fik'tifas/ adjective 1 imaginary, 
unreal. 2 not genuine. 

m 1 apocryphal, fabricated, fictional, imaginary, 

Imagined, invented, made up, unreal, untrue. 2 

assumed, bogus, counterfeit, deceitful, fabricated, 

false, fraudulent, invented, made up, colloquial 

phoney, spurious. 


fiddle I'fid(e)l/ noun 1 colloquial violin. 2 collo- 
quial cheat, fraud. 3 fiddly task. @ verb Gling) 1 
(often + with, at) play restlessly. 2 (often + about) 
move aimlessly. 3 (usually + with) tamper, 
tinker. 4 slang falsify, swindle. 5 slang get by 
cheating. 6 play fiddle. o fiddler noun. 

m verb 1, 3 fidget, interfere, meddle, play about, 

tamper, tinker. 


fdiing adjective 1 petty, trivial. 2 colloquial 
y. 
@ 1 see TRIVIAL 1. 


fiddly adjective Cier, -iest) colloquial awkward 
to door use. 


fidelity /fi'deliti/ noun 1 faithfulness, loyalty. 2 
accuracy. 3 precision in sound reproduction. 
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fidget /‘fidsit/ verb (-t-) 1 move restlessly. 2 be or 
make uneasy. © noun 1 person who fidgets, 2 (the 
fidgets) restless state or mood. u fidgety adjec. 
tive. ` 

m verb 1 be restless, fiddle about, fuss, jiggle, 

move restlessly, shuffle, squirm, twitch, wriggle 

about. 2 see WORRY verb 1. u fidgety agitated, 

impatient, colloquial jittery, jumpy, nervous, on 

edge, restive, restless, twitchy, uneasy. 


fiduciary /frdju:Jart/ adjective 1 of a trust 

trustee, etc. 2 held or given in trust. 3 (of 
currency) dependent on public confidence, 
© noun (plural -ies) trustee. 


fief /fi:f/ noun land held under feudal system, 


field /fi:ld/ noun 1 area of enclosed land, esp. for 
cultivation. 2 area rich in some natural product, 
3 area of land for playing game. 4 competitors, 5 
expanse of sea, snow, etc. 6 battlefield. 7 area of 
activity or study. 8 Computing part of record, 
representing item of data. © verb 1 Cricket etc. 
act as fielder(s). 2 Cricket etc. stop and return 
(ball). 3 select (player, candidate, etc.). 4 deal 
with (questions etc.). u field day 1 exciting or 
successful time. 2 military exercise or review. 
field events athletic events other than races. 
field glasses outdoor binoculars. Field Marshal 
army officer of highest rank. fieldmouse small 
long-tailed rodent. fieldsman = FIELDER. field 
sports outdoor sports, esp. hunting, shooting, 
and fishing. fieldwork practical surveying, 
science, sociology, etc. conducted in natural 
environment. fieldworker person doing field- 
work. 

ma noun 1 enclosure, meadow, paddock, pasture. 3 

arena, ground, pitch, playing-field, recreation 

ground, stadium. 7 area, department, domain, 

province, sphere, subject, territory. 


fielder noun Cricket etc. member (other than 
bowler) of fielding side. 


fieldfare noun grey thrush. 


fiend /fi:nd/ noun 4 evil spirit. 2 wicked or cruel 
person. 3 mischievous or annoying person. 4 
slang devotee. 5 difficult or unpleasant thing. 
Ofiendish adjective. fiendishly adverb. fiend- 
ishness noun. 

m 1 demon, devil, evil spirit, goblin, hobgoblin, 

imp, Satan, spirit. 4 see FANATIC noun. 


fierce adjective (-r, -st) 1 violently aggressive or 
frightening. 2 eager; intense. o fiercely adverb. 
fierceness noun. 
m 1 aggressive, angry, barbaric, barbarous, 
bloodthirsty, bloody, brutal, cruel, dangerous, 
fearsome, ferocious, fiendish, fiery, homicidal, 
inhuman, merciless, murderous, pitiless, ruthless, 
colloquial sadistic, savage, untamed, vicious, 
violent, wild. 2 ardent, competitive, eager, fiery, 
furious, heated, intense, keen, passionate, 
relentless, Strong, unrelenting. 


fiery /'farort/ adjective (-ier, -lest) 4 consisting of 
or flaming with fire. 2 bright red. 3 burning hot. 
4 spirited. o fieriness noun. 
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u 4 ablaze, aflame, blazing, burning, flaming. 2 
aglow, flaming, glowing, incandescent, red. 3 
burning, hot, red-hot. 4 angry, ardent, choleric, 
excitable, fervent, fierce, furious, heated, 
hot-headed, intense, irascible, irritable, colloquial 
livid, colloquial mad, passionate, touchy, violent. 


fiesta /fi'esta/ noun festival, holiday. 

FIFA /'fi:fə/ abbreviation International Football 
Federation (Fédération Internationale de Foot- 
ball Association). 

fife /faif/ noun small shrill flute. 


fifteen /fifti:n/ adjective & noun 1 one more than 
fourteen. 2 Rugby team of fifteen players. o fif- 
teenth adjective & noun. 


fifth adjective & noun 1 next after fourth. 2 any 
of 5 equal parts of thing. o fifth column group 
working for enemy within country at war. fifth 
columnist noun. 


fifty /‘fift/ adjective & noun (plural -ies) five 
times ten. o fifty-fifty half and half; equal(ly). 
o fiftieth adjective & noun. 


fig noun 1 soft fruit with many seeds. 2 tree 
bearing it. fig leaf device concealing genitals. 
fig. abbreviation figure. 
fight /fait/ verb (past & past participle fought 
/fo:t/) 1 (often + against, with) contend with in 
war, combat, etc. 2 engage in (battle etc.). 3 (+ 
for) strive to secure (something) or on behalf of 
(something or someone). 4 contest (election). 5 
strive to overcome. 6 (as fighting adjective) able 
and eager or trained to fight. © noun 1 combat; 
battle. 2 boxing match. 3 conflict; struggle. 4 
power or inclination to fight. o fight back 1 
counter-attack. 2 suppress (tears etc.). fighting 
chance chance of success if effort is made. 
fighting fit extremely fit. fight off repel with 
effort. fight shy of avoid. put up a fight offer res- 
istance. 
a verb 1 battle, box, brawl, brush, clash, compete, 
conflict, contend, do battle, duel, engage, 
exchange blows, fence, feud, grapple, have a fight, 
historical joust, quarrel, colloquial row, colloquial 
Scrap, scuffle, skirmish, spar, squabble, stand up 
(to), strive, struggle, tilt, tussle, wage war, wrestle. 
3 campaign, strive, struggle, take a stand. 5 
campaign against, contest, defy, oppose, protest 
against, resist, take a stand against. © noun 1 
affray, battle, brawl, brush, clash, combat, conflict, 
Confrontation, contest, dogfight, duel, colloquial 
dust-up, encounter, engagement, feud, fisticuffs, 
fracas, fray, free-for-all, hostilities, historical joust, 
mélée, colloquial punch-up, riot, scramble, 
colloquial Scrap, scrimmage, scuffle, colloquial 
Set-to, skirmish, struggle, tussle, war. 2 bout, 
boxing match, contest, fisticuffs, match. 3 see 
QUARREL noun 1. 


fighter noun 1 person who fights. 2 aircraft 
lesigned for attacking other aircraft. 
u 1 aggressor, antagonist, attacker, belligerent, 


Campaigner, combatant, contender, contestant, 
defender, 


figment /‘figmant/ noun imaginary thing. 


fiesta | Filipino 


figurative /‘figaratrv/ adjective 1 metaphorical. 
2 (of art) not abstract; representational. ofig- 
uratively adverb. 


figure /‘figa/ noun 1 external form; bodily shape. 
2 person of specified kind. 3 representation of 
human form; image. 4 numerical symbol or 
number, esp. 0-9. 5 value, amount. 6 (in plural) 
arithmetical calculations. 7 diagram, illustra- 
tion. 8 dance etc. movement or sequence. 9 (in 
full figure of speech) metaphor, hyperbole, etc. 
© verb (-ring) 1 appear, be mentioned. 2 (usually 
as figured adjective) embellish with pattern. 3 
calculate. 4 esp. US colloquial understand, con- 
sider. 5 esp. US colloquial make sense. 
o figurehead 1 nominal leader. 2 carved image 
etc. over ship’s prow. figure of fun ridiculous 
person. figure on esp. US colloquial count on, 
expect. figure out work out by arithmetic or 
logic. figure skating skating in prescribed pat- 
terns. 
m noun 1 body, build, form, outline, physique, 
shape, silhouette. 2 see PERSON 1. 4 cipher, digit, 
integer, number, numeral, symbol. 5 amount, sum, 
value; ( figures) see STATISTICS 2. 7 diagram, 
drawing, graph, illustration, picture, plate, 
representation. © verb 1 see FEATURE verb 2. 
UO figure out see CALCULATE 1, UNDERSTAND 1. 


figurine /figa'ri:n/ noun statuette. 


filament /‘filemant/ noun 1 threadlike strand 
or fibre. 2 conducting wire or thread in electric 
bulb. 


filbert /‘filbat/ noun (nut of) cultivated hazel. 
filch verb steal, pilfer. 


file! noun 1 folder, box, etc. for holding loose 
papers. 2 paper kept in this. 3 collection of 
related computer data. 4 row of people or things 
one behind another. © verb (-ling) 1 place in file 
or among records. 2 submit (petition for divorce 
etc.). 3 walk in line. o filing cabinet cabinet with 
drawers for storing files. 
a noun 1 binder, case, document-case, dossier, 
folder, portfolio, ring-binder. 2 documentation, 
documents, dossier, papers. 4 column, line, 
procession, queue, rank, row, stream, string, train. 
@ verb 1 arrange, categorize, classify, enter, 
organize, pigeon-hole, put away, record, register, 
store, systematize. 3 march, parade, proceed in a 
line, stream, troop. 


file? noun tool with rough surface for smoothing 
wood, fingernails, etc. @ verb (-ling) smooth or 
shape with file. 

filial /‘filtl/ adjective of or due from son or daugh- 
ter. 

filibuster /‘fiibaste/ noun 1 obstruction of pro- 
gress in legislative assembly. 2 esp. US person 
who engages in this. @ verb act as filibuster. 

filigree /‘fuigri:/ noun 1 fine ornamental work 
in gold etc. wire. 2 similar delicate work. 


filings plural noun particles rubbed off by file. 


Filipino /flr'pi:nəv/ noun (plural -s) native or 
national of Philippines. © adjective of Philip- 
pines or Filipinos. 


fill | financier 


5 1 (often + with) make or become full. 2 
pa Sealy 3 spread over or through. 
block up (hole, tooth, etc.). 5 appoint to or hol 
(office etc.). 6 satisfy, fulfil. 7 (as filling adjective) 
(of food) satisfying. © noun enough to satisfy or 
fill. ofill in 1 complete (form etc.). 2 fill com- 
pletely. 3 (often + for) act as substitute. 4 collo- 
quial inform more fully. fill out 1 enlarge or 
become enlarged, esp. to proper size. 2 fill in 
(form etc.). fill up 1 fill completely. 2 fill petrol 
tanx (of). 
m verb 1 be full of, fill in, fill up, inflate, load, pack, 
refill, replenish, stock up, stuff, top up. 2 cram, 
crowd, flood, jam, occupy, pack, stuff. 3 see 
PERVADE 1.4 block, bung up, caulk, clog up, close 
up, jam, obstruct, plug, seal, stop up. 5 execute, 
hold, occupy, take over, take up. 6 answer, fulfil, 
furnish, meet, provide, satisfy, supply. o fill out 1 
see SWELL verb 3. 


filler noun material used to fill cavity or increase 
bulk. 
fillet /‘firt/ noun 1 boneless piece of fish or meat. 
2(in full fillet steak) undercut of sirloin. 3ribbon 
etc. binding hair. 4 narrow flat band between 
mouldings. © verb (-t-) 1 remove bones from (fish 
etc.) or divide into fillets. 2 bind or provide with 
fillet(s). 
filling noun material used to fill tooth, sandwich, 
Pie, etc. o filling station garage selling petrol etc. 
m contents, colloquial innards, padding, stuffing, 
wadding. 


fillip /‘filrp/ noun stimulus, incentive. 
filly /‘filr/ noun (plural -les) young female horse. 


film noun 4 thin coating or layer. 2 strip or sheet 
of plastic etc. coated with light-sensitive emul- 
sion for exposure in camera. 3 story etc. on film. 
4(in plural) cinema industry. 5 slight veil, haze, 
etc. © verb 1 make photographic film of. 2 (often 
+ over) cover or become covered (as) with film. 
Ofilm star well-known film actor or actress. 
O filmy adjective (-ier, -iest). 

m noun 1 coat, Coating, cover, Covering, layer, 

membrane, overlay, screen, sheet, skin. 3 

colloquial flick, esp. US motion picture, esp. US 

eoill movie, picture, video, videotape. 5 haze, 

mist, veil. 


filmsetting noun typesetting by projecting 
characters on to photographic film. u filmset 
verb. filmsetter noun. 


Filofax /fallaufeeks/ noun Proprietary term per- 
sonal organizer. 

filo Pastry /'fi:ləv/ noun pastry in very thin 
sheets. 

filter /'filta/ noun 1 porous esp. paper device for 
removing impurities from liquid or gas or 
making coffee. 2 screen for absorbing or modify- 
ing light. 3 device for suppressing unwanted 


tering traffic. overb 1 ss through 

(usually as filtered adjective) (ans 
dripping hot water through ground beans. 3 (+ 
through, into, etc.) make Way gradually through 
into..etc. 4 (of traffic) be allowed to turn left or 
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right at junction when other traffic is helg 
Ofilter tip (cigarette with) filter for removing 
some impurities. 

ua noun 1 colander, gauze, membrane, mesh, 
riddle, screen, sieve, strainer. © verb 1 clarify, 
filtrate, percolate, purify, refine, screen, sieve, sift, 
strain. 


filth noun 1 disgusting dirt. 2 excrement. 3 
obscenity. 

a 1 decay, dirt, effluent, US garbage, grime, 

colloquial gunge, impurity, colloquial muck, mud, 

ordure, pollution, putrescence, refuse, rubbish, 

scum, sewage, slime, sludge, esp. US trash. 2 see 

EXCRETA. 


filthy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 disgustingly dirty.2 

obscene. 3 (of weather) very unpleasant. 

© adverb colloquial extremely. a filthy lucre 1 

dishonourable gain. 2 money. 
m adjective 1 begrimed, caked, defiled, dirty, 
disgusting, dusty, foul, grimy, grubby, impure, 
messy, mucky, muddy, nasty, polluted, scummy, 
slimy, smelly, soiled, sooty, sordid, squalid, 
stinking, tainted, uncleaned, unkempt, unwashed, 
vile. 2 see OBSCENE 1. 


filtrate /‘filtreit/ verb (-ting) filter. © noun fil- 
tered liquid. o filtration noun. 


fin noun 1 organ, esp. of fish, for propelling and 
steering. 2 similar projection for stabilizing air- 
craft etc. 

finagle /frnerg(a)l/ verb (-ling) colloquial act or 
obtain dishonestly. . 

final /'fam(ə)l/ adjective 1 at the end; coming last. 
2 conclusive, decisive. © noun 1 last or deciding 
heat or game. 2 last edition of day’s newspaper. 3 
(usually in plural) examsat end of degree course. 
O finality /-'nzl-/ noun. finally adverb. 

u adjective 1 closing, concluding, dying, end, 

eventual, finishing, last, terminal, terminating, 

ultimate. 2 clinching, conclusive, decisive, settled. 


finale /frna:li/ noun last movement or section of 
drama, piece of music, etc. 

finalist noun competitor in final. 

finalize verb (also -ise) (zing or -sing) 1 put in 
final form. 2 complete. n finalization noun. 


m 2 clinch, complete, conclude, settle, colloquial 
wrap up. 


finance /‘famzns/ noun 1 management of 
money. 2 monetary support for enterprise. 3 (in 
plural) money resources. © verb (-cing) provide 
Capital for. o financial /-'næn-/ adjective. finan- 
cially /-neen-/ adverb. 
a noun 1 accounting, banking, business, 
commerce, economics, investment, stocks and 
shares. 3 ( finances) assets, budget, capital, cash, 
funds, holdings, income, money, resources, 
wealth, colloquial the wherewithal. © verb back, 
fund, guarantee, invest in, Pay for, provide money 
for, subsidize, support, underwrite. o financial 
economic, fiscal, monetary, pecuniary. 


financier /fatnenste/ noun capitalist; entre- 
preneur. 
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finch noun small seed-eating bird. 
find /famd/ verb (past & past participle found) 1 
discover; get by chance or after search. 2 become 
aware of. 3 obtain; provide. 4summon up. 5 per- 
ceive, experience. 6 (often in passive) discover to 
be present. 7 consider to be. 8 Law judge and 
declare. 9 reach. © noun 1 discovery of treasure 
etc. 2 valued thing or person newly discovered. 
gall found (of wages) with board and lodging 
provided free. find out (often + about) discover, 
detect. o finder noun. 
n verb 4 acquire, arrive at, colloquial bump into, 
chance upon, come across, come upon, detect, 
diagnose, dig out, dig up, discover, encounter, 
espy, expose, ferret out, get back, happen on, hit 
on, identify, light on, locate, meet, recover, 
rediscover, regain, repossess, retrieve, reveal, 
colloquial spot, stumble on, trace, track down, 
uncover, unearth. 2 become aware of, detect, 
discover, learn, note, notice, recognize. 3 acquire, 
give, obtain, procure, provide, supply. 5 
experience, note, notice, observe, perceive. 9 
arrive at, reach. 


finding noun (often in plural) conclusion 
reached by inquiry. 


a conclusion, decision, decree, judgement, 
pronouncement, verdict. 


fine’ adjective 1 of high quality; showing high 
level of skill. 2 excellent; good, satisfactory. 3 
pure, refined. 4 imposing. 5 bright and clear. 6 
small or thin; sharp. 7 delicate. 8 in small par- 
ticles. 9 perceptible with difficulty. 10 smart, 
showy. 11 flattering. o adverb 1 finely. 2 very 
well. o fine arts poetry, music, painting, sculp- 
ture, architecture, etc. fine-spun 1 delicate. 2 too 
subtle. fine-tune make small adjustments to. 
ü finely adverb. fineness noun. 
m adjective 1 choice, classic, first-class, 
high-quality, select, superior; ( fine workmanship) 
consummate, meticulous, skilful, skilled. 2 see 
EXCELLENT, GOOD adjective 1;7. 5 bright, clear, 
cloudless, dry, fair, nice, pleasant, sunny. 6 acute, 
keen, narrow, sharp, slender, slim, thin. 7 dainty, 
delicate, exquisite, flimsy, fragile, silky. 8 powdery. 
2 tscriminating, hair-splitting, nice, precise, 
e. 


fine? noun mone: i r 
7, y aid as enalty. @ verb (-nin 


| m noun charge, forfeit, penalty. 


finery / ‘famert/ noun showy dress or decoration. 


finesse /ftnes/ noun 4 refinement. 2 subtlety. 3 
that ness. 4 Cards attempt to win trick with card 
fe Snot the highest held. © verb (-ssing) 1 use 

manage by finesse. 2 Cards make finesse. 


finger /'fmgə/noun1 an; 
yofterminalprojections 
anand (usually excluding thumb). 2 part of 
ut ane finger. 3 finger-like object. © verb touch, 
oT fore or play with fingers. o finger-bowl 
dry and ee fingers during meal. finger-dry 
fingers siy e hair by running fingers through it. 
impres oF nail on each finger. fingerprint 
EEn on made on surface by fingers, used in 
8 crime. finger-stall protective cover for 


finch | fire 


injured finger. fingertip tip of finger. 
fingering noun 1 manner of using fingers in 
music. 2 indication of this in score. 


finial /‘fmrel/ noun ornamental top to gable, 
canopy, etc. 


finicky ['fmiki/ adjective (also finical, finicking) 
1 over-particular, fastidious. 2 detailed; fiddly. 


finis /'fmıs/ noun end, esp. of book. 


finish /'fmif/ verb 14 (often + off ) bring or come 
to end or end of; complete. 2 (often + aff) collo- 
quial kill; overcome. 3 (often + off, up) complete 
consuming. 4 treat surface of. © noun 1 laststage, 
completion. 2 end of race etc. 3 method etc. of 
surface treatment. o finish off colloquial kill. 
m verb 1 accomplish, achieve, break off, bring to 
an end, formal cease, clinch, complete, conclude, 
discontinue, end, finalize, fulfil, halt, colloquial 
pack up, perfect, phase out, reach the end, round 
off, say goodbye, sign off, stop, take one's leave, 
terminate, wind up, colloquial wrap up. 3 consume, 
drink up, eat up, empty, exhaust, expend, get 
through, polish off, say goodbye to, use up. 
@ noun 1 cessation, close, completion, 
conclusion, culmination, end, ending, finale, 
resolution, result, termination. 3 appearance, 
gloss, lustre, patina, perfection, polish, shine, 
smoothness, surface, texture. o finish off see KILL 
verb 1. 


finite /‘famatt/ adjective 1 limited, not infinite. 2 
(of verb) having specific number and person. 

m 1 bounded, calculable, controlled, definable, ` 

defined, determinate, fixed, known, limited, 

measurable, numbered, rationed, restricted. 


Finn noun native or national of Finland. 


finnan /‘fman/ noun (in full finnan haddock) 
smoke-cured haddock. 


Finnish adjective of Finland. © noun language of 
Finland. 

fiord /fjo:d/ noun (also fjord) narrow inlet of sea 
as in Norway. 

fir noun 1 evergreen conifer with needles growing 
singly on the stems. 2 its wood. ofir-cone its 
fruit. 

fire noun 1 state of combustion of substance with 
oxygen, giving out light and heat. 2 flame; glow. 
3 destructive burning. 4 burning fuel in grate 
etc. 5 electric or gas heater. 6 firing of guns. 7 
fervour, spirit. 8 burning heat. © verb (-ring) 1 
shoot (gun etc. or missile from it). 2 (often + at) 
shoot gun or missile. 3 produce (salute etc.) by 
shooting. 4 (of gun) be discharged. 5 detonate. 6 
deliver or utter rapidly. 7 dismiss (employee). 
8 set fire to. 9 supply with fuel. 10 stimulate, 
enthuse. 11 undergo ignition. 12 bake or dry 
(pottery, bricks, etc.). o fire alarm bell etc. 
warning of fire. firearm gun, esp. pistol or rifle. 
fireball 1 large meteor. 2 ball of flame. firebomb 
incendiary bomb. firebrand 1 piece of burning 
wood. 2 troublemaker. firebreak obstacle pre- 
venting spread of fire in forest etc. firebrick fire- 
proof brick in grate. fire brigade group of 
firefighters. firebug colloquial pyromaniac. 
firedog support for logs in hearth. fire door 


firing | fission 


fire-resistant door. fire drill rehearsal of proced- 
ure in case of fire. fire engine vehicle carrying 
hoses, firefighters, etc. fire escape emergency 
staircase etc. for use in fire. fire extinguisher 
apparatus discharging water, foam, etc. to extin- 
guish fire. firefighter person who extinguishes 
fires. firefly insect emitting phosphorescent 
light, e.g. glow-worm. fire-irons tongs, poker, and 
shovel for domestic fire. fireman 1 male fire- 
fighter. 2 person who tends steam engine or 
steamship furnace. fireplace place in wall for 
domestic fire. firepower destructive capacity of 
guns etc. fire practice fire-drill. fireproof able 
to resist fire. fire-raiser arsonist. fire screen 1 
ornamental screen for fireplace. 2 screen against 
direct heat of fire. fireside area round fireplace. 
fire station headquarters of local fire brigade. 
firestorm intense fire into which strong air cur- 
rents are drawn. fire trap building without fire 
escapes etc. firework 1 device producing flashes, 
bangs, etc. from burning chemicals. 2 (in plural) 
outburst ofanger etc. on fire 1 burning. 2 excited. 
under fire being shot at or criticized. 

n noun 1 blaze, burning, combustion, flames. 3 
blaze, bonfire, conflagration, holocaust, inferno, 
pyre. 7 see PASSION 1,4;3. © verb 1, 4 catapult, 
discharge, launch, let off, propel, set off, shoot, 
trigger off. 2 ( fire af) see BOMBARD 1. 5 detonate, 
explode, let off, set off. 7 dismiss, make redundant, 
colloquial sack, throw out. 8 ignite, kindle, light, put 
alight to, set alight, set fire to, spark off. 10 
animate, awaken, enliven, colloquial enthuse, 
excite, incite, inflame, inspire, motivate, rouse, 
stimulate, stir. o fireplace grate, hearth. fireproof 
flameproof, incombustible, non-flammable. 
fire-raiser arsonist, colloquial firebug, 
pyromaniac. 


firing noun discharge of guns. ofiring line 1 
frontline in battle. 2 centre of criticism etc. firing 
squad soldiers ordered to shoot condemned 
person. 


firm’ adjective 1 solid. 2 fixed, steady. 3 resolute; 
steadfast. 4 (of offer etc.) definite. o adverb stead- 
ily, resolutely. @ verb (often + up) make or 
become firmor secure. n firmly adverb. firmness 
noun. 

m adjective 1 compact, compressed, congealed, 
dense, hard, inelastic, inflexible, rigid, set, solid, 
stiff, unyielding. 2 anchored, embedded, fast, 
fastened, fixed, immovable, secure, stable, steady, 
tight. 3 ( firm convictions) adamant, decided, 
determined, dogged, obstinate, persistent, 
resolute, unshakeable, unwavering; ( firm friends) 
constant, dependable, devoted, faithful, loyal, 
reliable, steadfast. 4 agreed, definite, settled, 
unchangeable. 


firm? noun 1 business concern. 2 its members. 
u business, company, concern, corporation, 
establishment, organization, partnership. 


firmament /‘f3:mement/ 
regarded as vault. 


first adjective 1 foremost in time or ord 
c er. 2 fore- 
most in importance. @ noun 41 (the first) first 
person or thing. 2 beginning; first occurrence 


noun literary sky 
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of something notable. 3 first-class degree. 4 first 
gear. 5 first place in race. © adverb 1 before al] 
or something else. 2 for the first time. n at first 
hand directly from original source. first ald 
emergency medical treatment. first class 1 best 
category or accommodation. 2 mail given prior- 
ity. 3 highest division in exam. first-class adjer. 
tive & adverb 1 of or by first class. 2 excellently) 
first floor (US second floor) floor above ground 
floor. first-footing first crossing of threshold in 
New Year. first-hand direct, original. first mate 
(on merchant ship) second in command. first 
name personal or Christian name. first night 
first public performance of play etc. first-rate 
excellent. first thing before anything else; very 
early. o firstly adverb. 
m adjective 1 ( first version) archetypal, earliest, 
embryonic, oldest, original; ( first inhabitants) 
aboriginal, earliest, eldest, oldest, original, 
primeval; ( first steps) basic, elementary, 
fundamental, initial, introductory, preliminary, 
rudimentary. 2 cardinal, chief, dominant, 
foremost, head, highest, key, leading, main, 
outstanding, paramount, predominant, primary, 
prime, principal, top, uppermost. c first-class 2 
see EXCELLENT. first-rate see EXCELLENT. 


firth /f3:6/ noun 1 inlet. 2 estuary. 


fiscal /'fisk(9)l/ adjective of public revenue. 
@noun Scottish procurator fiscal. o fiscal year 
financial year. 


fish' noun (plural same or -es) 1 vertebrate 
cold-blooded animal living in water. 2 its flesh as 
food. 3 person of specified kind. © verb 1 try to 
catch fish (in). 2 (+ for) search for. 3 (+ for) seek 
indirectly. 4 (+ up, out) retrieve with ‘effort. 
O fish cake fried cake of fish and mashed potato. 
fish-eye lens wide-angled lens. fish farm place 
where fish are bred for food. fish finger small 
oblong piece of fish in breadcrumbs. fish-hook 
barbed hook for catching fish. fish kettle oval 
pan for boiling fish. fish-knife knife for eating 
or serving fish. fishmeal ground dried fish as 
fertilizer etc. fishmonger dealer in fish. fishnet 
open-meshed fabric. fish slice slotted cooking 
utensil. fishwife 1 coarse or noisy woman. 2 
woman selling fish. 


| m verb‘ angle, go fishing, trawl. 


fish? noun piece of wood or iron for 
strengthening mast etc. o fish-plate flat plate of 
iron etc. holding rails together. 


fisherman /‘fifeman/ noun person who catches 
fish as occupation or sport. 

fishery noun (plural-ies) 1 place where fish are 
caught or reared. 2 industry of fishing or breed- 
ing fish. 

fishing noun occupation or sport of trying t0 
catch fish. o fishing-rod tapering rod for fishing- 


fishy adjective (-ier, -iest) 4 of or like fish. 2 slang 
dubious, suspect. 


fissile /‘fisaul/ adjective 1 capable of undergoing 
nuclear fission. 2 tending to split. 


fission /'fi{(e)n/ noun 1 splitting of atomic 
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s. 2 division of cell as mode of reproduc- 


Ae verb (cause to) undergo fission. 


fissure /‘fiJe/ noun narrow crack or split. © verb 


(ring) split. 
fist noun clenched hand. ofisticuffs fighting 
with the fists. 0 fistful noun (plural -s). 


"fistjule/ noun (plural -s or fistulae /-li:/) 
(alle ae cial passage in body. o fistular 
adjective. fistulous adjective. 
fit' adjective (-tt-) 1 well suited. 2 proper, right; 
becoming. 3 qualified, competent. 4 in good 
health or condition. 5 (+ for) good enough, right 
for. 6 ready. © verb (-tt-) 1 be of right size and 
shape. 2 find room for. 3 (often + in, into) be cor- 
rectly positioned. 4 adjust to right shape or size. 
5 (+ on, together) fix in place. 6 (+ with) supply 
with. 7 befit. o noun way thing fits. ofit in 1 
(often + with) be compatible, accommodate. 2 
make room or time for. fit out, up equip. see (or 
think) fit (often + to) decide or choose (specified 
course of action). o fitness noun. 
u adjective 1 adapted, adequate, applicable, 
apposite, appropriate, apropos, apt, befitting, 
equipped, fitting, right, satisfactory, sound, 
suitable, suited. 2 appropriate, becoming, 
befitting, correct, decent, fitting, proper, right, 
seemly, timely. 3 able, capable, competent, 
equipped, prepared, qualified. 4 able-bodied, hale 
and hearty, healthy, in fine fettle, in good form, in 
good shape, perky, strong, sturdy, well. 5 ( fit for) 
befitting, good enough for, right for, suitable for. 6 
prepared, ready, set. © verb 3 dovetail, interlock, 
join, match. 4 adapt, adjust, alter, modify, shape. 5 
arrange, assemble, build, construct, dovetail, 
install, interlock, join, match, position, putin place, 
put together. 7 accord with, become, be fitting for, 
conform with, correspond to, correspond with, go 
with, harmonize with, suit. n fit out, up see EQUIP. 


fit? noun 1 sudden esp. epileptic seizure. 2 sudden 
briefbout or burst. o by orin fits and starts spas- 
Modically. 

u 1 attack, convulsion, paroxysm, seizure, spasm. 

2 attack, bout, eruption, explosion, outbreak, 

outburst, paroxysm, colloquial spasm, spell. 


fitful adjective spasmodic, intermittent. o fitfully 
adverb. 

fitment noun (usually in plural) fixed item of 
furniture. 


* fitted adjective 1 made to fit closely. 2 with 
built-in fittings. 3 built-in. 


fittar, noun 1 mechanic who fits together and 
djusts machinery etc. 2 supervisor of cutting, 
fitting, etc. of garments. 


iting noun 1 action of fitting on a garment. 2 
ually in plural) fixture, fitment. © adjective 
Proper, befitting. o fittingly adverb. 


pie adjective & noun one more than four. a five 
Part ak Shadow beard-growth visible in latter 
jack: day. five-star of highest class. fivestones 

S played with five pieces of metal etc. and 


Usually no ball. 


fiver noun colloquial five-pound note. 


fissure | flag 


fives noun game in which ball is struck with 
gloved hand or bat against walls of court. 


fix verb 1 make firm, stable, or permanent; fasten, 
secure. 2 settle, specify. 3 mend, repair. 4 (+ on, 
upon) direct (eyes etc.) steadily on. 5 attract and 
hold (attention etc.). 6 identify, locate. 7 US collo- 
quial prepare (food, drink). 8 colloquial kill; deal 
with (person). 9 colloquial arrange result fraudu- 
lently. @noun 1 dilemma, predicament. 2 pos- 
ition determined by bearings etc. 3 slang dose 
of addictive drug. 4 colloquial fraudulently 
arranged result. o fix up 1 arrange. 2 (often + 
with) provide (person). u fixer noun. 
m verb 1 attach, bind, connect, embed, fasten, 
implant, install, join, link, make firm, plant, 
position, secure, stabilize, stick. 2 agree, appoint, 
arrange, arrive at, conclude, confirm, decide, 
define, establish, finalize, name, ordain, set, settle, 
sort out, specify. 3 correct, make good, mend, put 
right, rectify, remedy, repair. @ noun 1 colloquial 
catch-22, corner, difficulty, dilemma, colloquial 
hole, colloquial jam, mess, colloquial pickle, plight, 
predicament, problem, quandary. 


fixate /fik'sert/ verb (-ting) Psychology (usually 
in passive; often + on, upon) cause to become 
abnormally attached to person or thing. 

fixation /fik'serf(e)n/ noun 1 fixating, being 
fixated. 2 obsession. 

fixative /'fiksetrv/ adjective tending to fix 
(colours etc.). © noun fixative substance. 

fixedly /‘fiksidli/ adverb intently. 

fixity noun 1 fixed state. 2 stability, permanence. 

fixture /‘fikstfa/ noun 1 thing fixed in position. 
2 (date fixed for) sporting event. 3 (in plural) 
articles belonging to land or house. 


u 2 date, engagement, event, game, match, 
meeting. 


fizz verb 1 make hissing or spluttering sound. 2 
effervesce. @ noun 1 fizzing sound. 2 efferves- 
cence. 3 colloquial effervescent drink. u fizzy 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 

n verb 1 fizzle, hiss, sizzle, sputter. 2 bubble, 

effervesce, foam, froth, sparkle. 0 fizzy bubbly, 

effervescent, foaming, sparkling. 


fizzle /'fız(ə)l/ verb (-ling) hiss or splutter feebly. 
@ noun fizzling sound. o fizzle out end feebly. 

fjord = Fiorp. 

fl. abbreviation 1 fluid. 2 floruit. 

flab noun colloquial fat, flabbiness. 

flabbergast /‘flzbaga:st/ verb (esp. as flab- 
bergasted adjective) colloquial astonish; dumb- 
found. 

flabby /'flæbı/ adjective (ier, -iest) 1 (of flesh) 
limp, not firm. 2 feeble. o flabbiness noun. 

flaccid /‘fleksid/ adjective flabby. a flaccidity 
j~-'sıd-/ noun. 

flag’ noun piece of cloth attached by one edge to 
pole or rope as country’s emblem, standard, or 
signal. © verb (-gg-) 1 grow tired; lag. 2 droop. 3 
mark out with flags. 4 signal with flag. o flag 
day day when charity collects money and gives 


flag | flash 


stickers to contributors. flag down signal to stop. 
flag-officer admiral or vice or rear admiral. 
flagpole flagstaff. flagship 1 ship with admiral 
on board. 2 leading example of thing. flagstaff 
pole on which flag is hung. flag-waving © noun 
populist agitation. © adjective chauvinistic. 

m noun banner, bunting, colours, ensign, jack, 
pennant, pennon, standard, streamer. © verb1 
see DECLINE Verb 1. 4 see SIGNAL’ verb. 


flag? noun (also flagstone) flat paving stone. 
© verb (-gg-) pave with flags. 

flag’? noun plant with bladed leaf, esp. iris. 

flagellant /‘fledselent/ noun person who fla- 
gellates himself, herself, or others. @ adjective of 
flagellation. 

flagellate /‘flzd3eleit/ verb (-ting) whip or flog, 
esp. as religious discipline or sexual stimulus. 
o flagellation noun. 

flageolet /flæd5ə'let/ noun small flute blown at 
end. 


flagon /'flægən/ noun quart bottle or other 
vessel for wine etc. 

flagrant /'flergrənt/ adjective blatant; scandal- 
ous. o flagrancy noun. flagrantly adverb. 

flagrante see IN FLAGRANTE DELICTO. 

flail verb 1 (often + about) wave or swing wildly. 
2 beat (as) with flail. e noun staff with heavy 
stick swinging from it, used for threshing. 

flair noun 1 natural talent. 2 style, finesse. 

flak noun 1 anti-aircraft fire. 2 criticism; abuse. 

flake noun 1 thin light piece of snow etc. 2 thin 
broad piece peeled or split off. © verb (-king) 1 
(often + away, off) take or come away in flakes. 
2 fall in or sprinkle with flakes. u flake out fall 
asleep or drop from exhaustion; faint. 

u noun 2 bit, chip, scale, scurf, shaving, slice, 

sliver, splinter. 


O flaky pastry lighter version of puff pastry. 


flambé /‘flomber/ adjective (of food) covered 
with alcohol and set alight briefly. 


flamboyant /flem'borent/ adjective 1 ostenta- 


tious, showy. 2 florid. o flamboyance noun. 
flamboyantly adverb. 


flame noun 1 ignited gas. 2 portion of this. 3 
bright light. 4 brilliant orange colour. 5 passion, 
esp. love. 6 colloquial sweetheart. © verb (-ming) 
1 (often + out, up) burn, blaze. 2 (of passion) 
break out. 3 become angry. 4 shine or glow like 
flame. o flameproof treated so as to be non- 
flammable. 

u noun 1, 2 blaze, light, tongue; (flames) see FIRE 
noun 1. © verb 1 see FLARE Verb 1. 


flamenco /fla'menkeu/ noun (plural +s) 
Spanish Gypsy guitar music with singing and 
dancing. 


flaming adjective 1 emitting flames. 2 very hot. 
3 passionate. 4 brightly coloured. 5 colloquial: 
expressing annoyance. 


flamingo /fla'mmgau/ noun (plural -s or -es) 


flaky adjective (-ier, -iest) of, like, or in flakes. 
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tall long-necked wading bird with usually pink 
plumage. 

flammable /'flæməb(ə)l/ adjective. inflam. 
mable. 

USAGE Flammable is often used because 
inflammable could be taken to mean ‘not flam- 
mable’. The negative of flammable is non- 
flammable. 


flan noun 1 pastry case with savoury or sweet 
filling. 2 sponge base with sweet topping. 

flange /flend3/ noun projecting flat rim, for 
strengthening etc. 

flank noun 1 side of body between ribs and hip. 
2 side of mountain, army, etc. © verb (often as 
flanked adjective) be at or move along side of. 

flannel /‘fleen(e)1/ noun 1 woven woollen us 
napless fabric. 2 (in plural) flannel trousers, 3 
face-cloth. 4 slang nonsense. 5 slang flattery. 
overb (-ll-; US -I-) 1 slang flatter. 2 wash with 
flannel. 

flannelette /flænə'let/ noun napped cotton 
fabric like flannel. 

flap verb (-pp-) 1 move or be moved loosely up 
and down; beat, flutter. 2 colloquial be agitated 
or panicky. 3 colloquial (of ears) listen intently. 
@noun 1 piece of cloth, wood, etc. attached by 
one side, esp. to cover gap. 2 flapping. 3 colloquial 
agitation. 4 aileron. o flapjack 1 sweet oatcake. 
2 esp. US small pancake. 

m verb 1 beat, flutter, oscillate, slap, sway, swing, 

thrash about, wag, colloquial waggle, wave about. 


flapper noun 1 person apt to panic. 2 slang (in 
1920s) young unconventional woman. 


flare verb (-ring) 1 blaze with bright unsteady 
flame. 2 (usually as flared adjective) widen 
gradually. 3 burst out, esp. angrily. © moun 1 
bright unsteady flame. 2 outburst of this. 3 flame 
or bright light as signal etc. 4 gradual widen- 
ing. 5 (in plural) wide-bottomed trousers. 
O flare-path line of lights on runway to guide 
aircraft. flare up burst into blaze, anger, activity, 
etc. flare-up noun outburst. 

u verb 1 blaze, brighten, burn, flame, shine. 2 see 

WIDEN. 3 colloquial blow up, burst out, erupt, 

explode, flare up, colloquial fly off the handle, 

colloquial get steamed up, colloquial lose one's 

Cool, rage, colloquial see red, seethe. 


flash verb 1 (cause to) emit brief or sudden light; 
gleam. 2 send or reflect like sudden flame. 3 burst 
suddenly into view etc. 4 move swiftly. 5 send 
(news etc.) by radio etc. 6 signal (to) with vehicle 
lights. 7 show ostentatiously. 8 slang indecently 
expose oneself. © noun 1 sudden bright light or 
flame. 2 an instant. 3 sudden brief feeling or 
display. 4 newsflash. 5 Photography flashlight. 
@adjective colloquial gaudy; showy; vulgar. 
o flashback scene set in earlier time than main 
action. flash bulb Photography bulb for flash- 
light. flashgun device operating camera cy 
light. flash in the pan promising start followed 
by failure. flash-lamp portable flashing electric 
lamp. flashlight 1 Photography light giving 
intense flash. 2 electric torch. flashpoint 1 tem- 
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perature at which vapour from oil etc. will ignite 
inair. 2 point at which anger is expressed. 

n verb 1 coruscate, dazzle, flicker, glare, gleam, 
glint, glitter, light up, reflect, scintillate, shine, 
spark, sparkle, twinkle. 


flasher moun 4 slang man who indecently 
exposes himself. 2 automatic device for switch- 


ing lights rapidly on and off. 


flashing noun (usually metal) strip to prevent 
water penetration at roof joint etc. 


flashy adjective (-ier, -iest) showy; cheaply 
attractive. o flashily adverb. flashiness noun. 


flask /fla:sk/ noun 1 narrow-necked bulbous 
bottle. 2 hip-flask. 3 vacuum flask. 


flat! adjective (-tt-) 1 horizontally level. 2 smooth, 
even. 3 level and shallow. 4 downright. 5 dull. 
6 dejected. 7 having lost its effervescence. 8 (of 
battery) having exhausted its charge. 9 (of tyre 
etc.) deflated. 10 Music below correct or normal 
pitch. 11 Music having flats in key signature. 
oadverb 1 spread out. 2 completely. 3 exactly. 
4 flatly. © noun 1 flat part. 2 level esp. marshy 
ground. 3 Music note lowered by semitone. 4 
Music sign (b) indicating this. 5 flat theatre 
scenery on frame. 6 punctured tyre. 7 (the flat) 
flat racing. 8 (the flat) its season. o flatfish fish 
with flattened body, e.g. sole, plaice. flat foot foot 
with flattened arch. flat-footed 1 having flat feet. 
2 colloquial uninspired. flat out 1 at top speed. 2 
using all one’s strength etc. flat race horse race 
over level ground without jumps. flat rate 
unvarying rate or charge. flat spin 1 aircraft's 
nearly horizontal spin. 2 colloquial state of panic. 
flatworm worm with flattened body, e.g. fluke. 
o flatly adverb. flatness noun. flattish adjective. , 
a adjective 1 horizontal, level, outstretched, 
plane, prone, prostrate, recumbent, 
Spreadeagled, spread out, supine. 2 calm, even, 
level, smooth, unbroken, unruffled. 5 bland, 
boring, dead, dry, dull, featureless, insipid, 
lacklustre, lifeless, monotonous, spiritless, stale, 
tedious, tired, unexciting, uninteresting, 
unmodulated, unvarying. 9 blown out, burst, 
deflated, punctured. 


flat? noun set of rooms, usually on one floor, as 
residence. oflatmate person sharing flat. 
O flatlet noun. 


m apartment, bedsitter, flatlet, maisonette, 
Penthouse, rooms, suite. 


flatten verb 1 make or become flat. 2 colloquial 
humiliate; defeat. 3 colloquial knock down. 

m 1 compress, even out, iron, level out, press, roll, 
Smooth, straighten. 2 see DEFEAT verb 1.3 crush, 

demolish, destroy, devastate, fell, floor, knock 


down, level, prostrate, raze, run over, squash, 
trample. 


fatter ['fleete/ verb 1 compliment unduly. 2 
ie nce appearance of. 3 (usually flatter 
q arate usually + that) congratulate or delude 

Oneself etc.). o flatterer noun. flattering adjec- 


tive, flatteringly adverb. flattery noun. 


flasher | flee 


m1 be flattering to, colloquial butter up, 
compliment, court, curry favour with, fawn on, 
humour, play up to, praise, colloquial suck up to, 
toady to. o flatterer colloquial crawler, slang 
creep, groveller, lackey, sycophant, time-server, 
toady, colloquial yes-man. flattering see 
COMPLIMENTARY 1, OBSEQUIOUS. flattery adulation, 
blandishments, blarney, cajolery, fawning, slang 
flannel, insincerity, obsequiousness, servility, 
colloquial soft soap, sycophancy, unctuousness. 


flatulent /'flætjulənt/ adjective 1 causing, 
caused by, or troubled with, intestinal wind. 2 
inflated, pretentious. o flatulence noun. 


flaunt /flo:;nt/ verb display proudly; show off, 
parade. 


USAGE Flaunt is often confused with flout, 
which means ‘to disobey contemptuously’. 


flautist /‘flo:tist/ noun flute-player. 


flavour /'flervə/ (US flavor) noun 1 mixed sensa- 
tion ofsmell and taste; distinctive taste. 2 charac- 
teristic quality. © verb give flavour to; season. 
Oflavour of the month temporary trend or 
fashion. oflavourless adjective. flavoursome 
adjective. 

n noun 1 savour, taste. 2 air, ambience, 

atmosphere, aura, character, characteristic, feel, 

feeling, property, quality, spirit, stamp, style. 

© verb season, spice. 


flavouring noun (US flavoring) substance used 
to flavour food or drink. 


l u additive, essence, extract, seasoning. 


flaw noun 1 imperfection; blemish. 2 crack. 3 
invalidating defect. e@verb damage; spoil. 
Oflawed adjective. flawless adjective. flaw- 
lessness noun. 

m noun 1 blemish, defect, deformity, 

disfigurement, error, fault, imperfection, 

inaccuracy, mistake, shortcoming, slip, weakness. 

2 break, crack, split. 3 fallacy, loophole, mistake, 

weakness. o flawed see IMPERFECT adjective 1. 

flawless accurate, clean, faultless, immaculate, in 

mint condition, perfect, pristine, sound, spotless, 
undamaged, unmarked. 


flax noun blue-flowered plant grown for its oily 
seeds (linseed) and for making into linen. 
flaxen adjective 1 of flax. 2 (of hair) pale yellow. 


flay verb 1 strip skin or hide off. 2 criticize 
severely. 3 peel off. 

flea noun small wingless jumping parasitic 
insect. oflea market street market selling 


second-hand goods etc. 


fleck noun 1 small patch of colour or light. 2 
speck. @ verb mark with flecks. 


flection US = FLEXION. 
fled past & past participle of FLEE. 


fledgling /'‘fledslm/ (also fledgeling) noun 
young bird. @ adjective new, inexperienced. 


flee verb (flees; past & past participle fled) 1 run 
away (from). 2 leave hurriedly. 


| m abscond, beat a retreat, slang beat it, bolt, 
colloquial clear off, colloquial cut and run, 
decamp, disappear, escape, fly, get away, hurry 


| off, make off, retreat, run, run away, slang scarper, 
take flight, take to one's heels, vanish, withdraw. 


fleece noun 1 woolly coat of sheep etc. 2 this 
shorn from sheep. 3 fleecy lining etc. overb 
(-cing) (often + of) 1 strip of money etc.; swindle. 
2 shear. 3 (as fleeced adjective) cover as with 
fleece. o fleecy adjective (-ier, -iest). 


fleet! noun 1 warships under. one 
commander-in-chief. 2 (the fleet) navy. 3 
vehicles in one company etc. 


m 1, 2 armada, convoy, flotilla, navy, squadron, 
| task force. 


fleet? adjective poetical or literary nimble, swift. 
Ofleet-footed nimble; fast on one’s feet. 
o fleetness noun. 

fleeting adjective transitory; brief. u fleetingly 
adverb. 

u brief, ephemeral, literary evanescent, fugitive, 

impermanent, momentary, literary mutable, 

passing, short, short-lived, temporary, transient, 

transitory. 


Fleming /'flemm/ noun 1 native of medieval 
Flanders. 2 member of Flemish-speaking people 
of N. and W. Belgium. 

Flemish /'flemif/ adjective of Flanders. © noun 
language of the Flemings. 


flesh noun 1 soft substance between skin and 
bones. 2 plumpness, fat. 3 body, esp. as sinful. 4 
pulpy substance of fruit etc. 5 (also flesh colour) 
yellowish pink colour. oflesh and blood 1 
human body. 2 human nature, esp. as fallible. 3 
humankind. 4 near relations. flesh out make or 
become substantial. fleshpots luxurious living. 
flesh wound superficial wound. in the flesh in 
person. o fleshy adjective (-ier, -lest). 

u 1 carrion, fat, meat, muscle, tissue. 


fleshly /‘fleslr/ adjective 4 worldly. 2 carnal. 

fleur-de-lis /fl3:de'li:/ noun (also fleur-de-lys) 
(plural fleurs- same pronunciation) 4 iris 
flower. 2 Heraldry lily of 3 petals. 3 former royal 
arms of France. 

flew past of riy'. 


flows plural noun hanging lips of bloodhound 

etc. 

flex’ verb 1 bend (joint, limb). 2 move ‘mi 

to bend joint. Gua 
m 1 see BEND verb 1,2. 


flex? noun flexible insulated cable. 
m cable, cord, extension, lead, wire. 


flexible /flekstb(a)l/ adjective 1 able to bend 
without breaking: pliable. 2 variable; adaptable. 
o flexibility noun. flexibly adverb. 
a 1 bendable, colloquial bendy, elastic, floppy, 
limp, lithe, plastic, pliable, pliant, rubbery, soft, 
Springy, stretchy, supple, willowy, yielding. 2 
(flexible arrangement) adjustable, alterable, fluid, 
literary mutable, open, Provisional, variable; 
( flexible person) accommodating, adaptable, 
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amenable, compliant, conformable, cooperati 
docile, easygoing, malleable, open-minded, 
responsive, tractable, willing. 


flexion /'flekf(ə)n/noun (US flection) 1 bending, 
2 bent part. 

flexitime /‘fleksitarm/ noun system of flexible 
working hours. 

flibbertigibbet /fiibatr'd3ibit/ noun gossiping, 
frivolous, or restless person. i 

flick noun 1 light sharp blow. 2 sudden release 
of bent finger etc. to propel thing. 3 jerk. 4 collo- 
quial cinema film. 5 (the flicks) colloquial the 
cinema. © verb (often + away, off) strike or move 
with flick. oflick-knife knife with blade that 
springs out. flick through glance at or through 
by turning over (pages etc.) rapidly. 

flicker /‘flika/ verb 1 shine or burn unsteadily, 
2 flutter. 3 waver. © noun 1 flickering light or 
motion. 2 brief feeling (of hope etc.); slightest 
reaction or degree. o flicker out die away. 


u verb 1 blink, glimmer, shimmer, sparkle, twinkle, 
waver. 2 flap, flutter, quiver, shake, tremble, 
vibrate. 3 see WAVER. 


flier = FLYER. 


flight" /flatt/ noun 4 act or manner of flying: 
movement, passage, or journey through air or 
space. 2 timetabled airline journey. 3 flock of 
birds etc. 4 (usually + of) series of stairs etc. 5 
imaginative excursion. 6 volley. 7 tail of dart. 
Oflight bag small zipped shoulder bag for air 
travel. flight deck 1 cockpit of large aircraft. 2 
deck of aircraft carrier. flight lieutenant RAF 
officer next below squadron leader. flight path 
planned course of aircraft etc. flight recorder 
device in aircraft recording technical details of 
flight. flight sergeant RAF rank next above ser- 
geant. 


| m 1 journey, trajectory. 


flight? /flart/ noun fleeing: hasty retreat. 
G see ESCAPE noun 1. 


flightless adjective (of bird etc.) unable to fly. 
flighty adjective (-ier, -iest) frivolous, fickle. 
flimsy ['flmzı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 insubstan- 
tial, rickety. 2 unconvincing. 3 (of clothing) thin. 
O flimsily adverb. flimsiness noun. 
m 1 breakable, brittle, decrepit, delicate, 
dilapidated, fragile, frail, gimcrack, insubstantial, 
jerry-built, loose, makeshift, rickety, shaky, slight, 
tottering, weak, wobbly. 2 feeble, implausible, 
inadequate, superficial, trivial, unbelievable, 
unconvincing, unsatisfactory. 3 delicate, fine, 
insubstantial, light, sheer, thin. 


flinch verb 1 draw back in fear etc.; wince. 2 
(often + from) shrink. 

m 1 blench, cower, cringe, draw back, falter, jerk 

away, jump, quail, recoil, shrink back, shy away, 

Start, wince. 2 ( flinch from) see EVADE 1,2. 


fling verb (past & past participle flung) 1 throw, 
hurl. 2 rush, esp. angrily. 3 (+ away) dis i 
rashly. @ noun 1 flinging: throw. 2 bout of wild 
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aviour. 3 whirling Scottish dance. 
pverb1 bowl, slang bung, cast, colloquial chuck, 


(fling a 
toss away: 


H 4 hard grey stone. 2 piece of this, esp. 

ae et weapon. 3 piece of hard alloy used to 
produce spark. 0 flintlock old type of gun fired 
by spark from flint. o flinty adjective (-ier, -iest). 

flip verb (-PP-) 4 toss (coin etc.) so that it spins in 
air. 2 turn or flick (small object) over. 3 slang 
become suddenly angry or excited; go mad. 
o noun act of flipping. © adjective glib; flippant. 
oflip chart large pad of paper on stand. flip-flop 
sandal with thong between toes. flip one’s lid 
slang 1 lose self-control. 2 go mad. flip side 
reverse side of gramophone record etc. flip 
through flick through. 

flippant /‘flpent/ adjective frivolous; disrespect- 
ful. o flippancy noun. flippantly adverb. 

u cheeky, disrespectful, facetious, facile, flip, 

frivolous, light-hearted, shallow, superficial, 

thoughtless, unserious. 


flipper noun 1 limb of turtle, penguin, etc., used 
in swimming. 2 rubber attachment to foot for 
underwater swimming. 

flirt verb 1 (usually + with) behave in sexually 
enticing manner but without serious intent. 2 
(usually + with) superficially interest oneself 
(with idea, etc.); trifle. © noun person who flirts. 
Oflirtation noun. flirtatious adjective. flirta- 
tiously adverb. flirtatiousness noun. flirty 
adjective. 

a verb 1 ( flirt with) colloquial chat up, lead on, 

archaic make love to, philander with, toy with 

affections of. © noun female coquette, male 

philanderer, tease. o flirtatious amorous, 

coquettish, flirty, philandering, playful, 

promiscuous, teasing. 


flit verb (-tt-) 1 pass lightly or rapidly. 2 make 
short flights. 3 disappear secretly, esp. to escape 
Creditors. © noun act of flitting. 

flitch noun side of bacon. 

flitter verb flit about. 


float verb 4 (cause to) rest or drift on surface of 
quid. 2 move or be suspended freely in liquid or 
as 3 launch (company, scheme). 4 offer (stocks, 
shares, etc.) on stock market. 5 (cause or allow 
to) have fluctuating exchange rate. 6 circulate 
inn (rumour, idea) to circulate. e noun 1 
eee or structure that floats. 2 electrically 
vered vehicle or cart. 3 decorated platform or 
eget on lorry in procession etc. 4 supply of 
loose change; petty cash. 
u verb 1 bob, drift, glide, sail, swim; ( float a ship) 


launch. 2 be poised, b i 
hang abe Poised, be suspended, drift, glide, 


fl 5 
Oating adjective not settled: variable; not com- 


mitted E Toating rib lower rib not attached to 


pbreastb 
anny adjective (-ier, -iest) (of fabric) light and 


flint | floppy 


flogeulent /‘flokjolent/ adjective like tufts of 


flock' noun 1 animals, esp. birds or sheep, as 
group or unit. 2 large crowd of people. 3 people 
in care of priest, teacher, etc. © verb (often + to, 
in, out, together) congregate; mass; troop. 
m noun 1 see GROUP noun 1.2 assembly, 
congregation, crowd, drove, gathering, 
derogatory herd, usually derogatory horde, 
multitude, swarm. © verb see GATHER verb 1. 


flock? noun 1 shredded wool, cotton, etc. used as 
stuffing. 2 powdered wool used to make pattern 
on wallpaper. 


floe noun sheet of floating ice. 
flog verb (-gg-) 1 beat with whip, stick, etc. 2 
(often + off ) slang sell. 


m 1 beat, birch, cane, chastise, flagellate, flay, hit, 
lash, scourge, thrash, whip. 


flood /flad/ noun 1 overflowing or influx of 
water, esp. over land. 2 (the Flood) the flood 
described in Genesis. 3 outpouring of water. 4 
outburst or outpouring (of tears, questions, etc.). 
5 abundance, excess. 6 inflow of tide. @ verb 1 
overflow; cover or be covered with flood. 2 irri- 
gate. 3 deluge. 4 come in great quantities. 5 over- 
fill (carburettor) with petrol. o floodgate 1 gate 
for admitting or excluding water. 2 (usually in 
plural) last restraint against tears, anger, etc. 
floodlight (illuminate with) large powerful light. 
floodlit lit thus. 
n noun 1 deluge, inundation, overflow, spate. 3 
cataract, deluge, downpour, outburst, outpouring, 
rush, spate, stream, surge, tidal wave, tide, torrent. 
5 abundance, excess, glut, plethora, superfluity, 
surfeit. © verb 1, 3 cover, deluge, drown, engulf, fill 
up, immerse, inundate, overflow, overwhelm, 
saturate, sink, submerge, swamp. 


floor /flo:/noun 1 lower surface ofroom. 2 bottom 
of sea, cave, etc. 3 storey. 4 part of legislative 
chamber where members sit and speak. 5 right 
to speak in debate. 6 minimum of prices, wages, 
etc. © verb 1 provide with floor. 2 knock down. 3 
baffle. 4 overcome. ofloor manager stage 
manager of television production. floor plan 
diagram of rooms etc. on one storey. floor show 
cabaret. 


n noun 1 floorboards, flooring. 3 deck, level, 
storey, tier. 


flooring /‘flo:rm/ noun material of which floor 
is made. 

fiop verb (-pp-) 1 sway about heavily or loosely. 
2 (often + down, on, into) move, fall, sit, etc. awk- 
wardly or suddenly. 3 slang collapse, fail. 4make 
dullsoft thudorsplash. © noun 1 flopping motion 
or sound. 2 slang failure. @ adverb with a flop. 

u verb 1 dangle, droop, drop, flap about, hang 

down, sag, sway. 2 colloquial collapse, drop, fall, 

flag, slump, topple, tumble, wilt. 3 see FAIL verb 1,2. 


flo adjective (ier, -lest) tending to flop; 
faa. o noun (plural -ies) (in full floppy disk) 
flexible disc for storage of computer data. 


eee > id 
u adjective dangling, droopy, flabby, flacci I 
Gees hanging, limp, loose, pliable, soft. 


flora /‘flo:ra/ noun (plural -s or -rae /-ri:/) plant 
life of region or period. 

floral adjective of or decorated with flowers. 

floret /‘florit/ noun 1 each of small flowers of 
peti flower head. 2 each stem of head of 
cauliflower, broccoli, etc. 

florid /‘florid/ adjective 1 ruddy. 2 ornate; showy. 

florin /‘florm/ noun historical gold or silver coin, 
esp. British two-shilling coin. : 

florist /‘florist/ noun person who deals in or 
grows flowers. 

floruit /‘flvroit/ verb (of painter, writer, etc.) 
lived and worked. 

floss noun 1 rough silk of silkworm’s cocoon. 2 
dental floss. @ verb clean (teeth) with dental floss. 
Oflossy adjective (-ier, -iest). 

flotation /flau'ters(a)n/ noun launching of com- 
mercial enterprise etc. 

flotilla /fla'tila/ noun 1 small fleet. 2 fleet of small 
ships. 

flotsam /‘flotsam/ noun floating wreckage. 
Oflotsam and jetsam 1 odds and ends. 2 va- 
grants. 

flounce' /flauns/ verb (-cing) (often + off, out, 
etc.) go or move angrily or impatiently. © noun 
flouncing movement. 

flounce? /flauns/ noun frill on dress, skirt, etc. 
© verb (-cing) (usually as flounced adjective) 
trim with flounces. 

flounder" /‘flaunda/ verb 1 struggle helplessly. 
2 do task clumsily; become confused. 

m 1 blunder, flail, fumble, grope, move clumsily, 

plunge about, stagger, struggle, stumble, tumble. 

2 blunder, falter, get confused, make mistakes. 


flounder? /‘flaunda/ noun (plural same) small 
flatfish. 


flour /flava/ noun meal or powder from ground 
wheat etc. © verb sprinkle with flour. O floury 
adjective (-ier, -iest), 


flourish [flaris] verb 1 grow vigorously. 2 
thrive, prosper. 3 wave, brandish. enoun 1 
showy gesture. 2 ornamental curve in writing. 3 
Music ornate passage. 4 Music fanfare. 

u verb 1 bloom, blossom, burgeon, develop, do 
well, flower, grow, increase, strengthen, thrive. 2 
be fruitful, be Successful, boom, burgeon, do well, 
Perk up, progress, Prosper, succeed, thrive. 3 

brandish, flaunt, gesture with, shake, swing, twirl, 

wag, wave, wield. © noun 1 see GESTURE noun. 


flout verb disobey (law etc.) contemptuously. 


USAGE Flout is often confused with flaunt, 
which means ‘to display proudly or show off’. 


flow /flau/ verb 1 glide along; move smoothly. 2 
gush out; spring. 3 circulate. 4 be plentiful or in 
flood. 5 (often + from) result. @ noun 41 flowing 
movement or liquid; stream. 2 rise of tide. o flow 
chart, diagram, sheet diagram of movement or 
action in complex activity. 
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m verb 1 course, dribble, drift, ebb, glide, move in 
stream, purl, ripple, roll, run, stream, trickle, 2." 
cascade, drip, flood, flush, gush, issue, leak, oo; 
overflow, pour, seep, spill, spring, spurt, Squirt, 
stream, swirl, well, well up. © noun 4 cascade, 
course, current, drift, ebb, effusion, flood, gusi 
outpouring, spate, spurt, stream, tide, trickle. 


flower /'flavə/ noun 1 part of plant from Which 
seed or fruit develops. 2 plant bearing blossom 
3 (usually in plural) cut stem bearing blossom. 
@verb 1 bloom. 2 reach peak. o flower bed 
garden bed for flowers. the flower of the best 
of. flowerpot pot for growing plant in. in flower 
blooming. u flowered adjective. 

m noun 1 bloom, blossom, bud, floret, petal. 3 

( flowers) arrangement, bouquet, bunch of 

flowers, corsage, garland, posy, spray, wreath. 

© verb 1 bloom, blossom, bud, burgeon, come 

out, have flowers, open out, unfold. 2 see FLOURISH 

verb 1. 


flowery adjective 1 florally decorated. 2 (of 
speech etc.) high-flown. 3 full of flowers. 


flowing adjective 1 fluent. 2 smoothly continu- 
ous. 3 (of hair etc.) unconfined. 

flown past participle of FLY’. 

flu noun colloquial influenza. 

fluctuate /‘flaktfuert/ verb (-ting) vary, rise and 
fall. o fluctuation noun. 

m alternate, be unsteady, change, go up and 

down, oscillate, see-saw, shift, swing, vacillate, 

vary, waver, 


flue noun 1 smoke duct in chimney. 2 channel 
for conveying heat. 


fluent /‘flu:ont/ adjective 1 expressing oneself 
easily and naturally, esp. in foreign language. 2 
flowing easily. o fluency noun. fluently adverb. 
m 1 articulate, eloquent, expressive, glib, natural, 
unhesitating, voluble. 2 effortless, facile, flowing, 
glib, polished, ready, smooth. 


fluff noun 1 soft fur, feathers, fabric particles, 
etc. 2 slang mistake in performance etc. @ verb 1 
(often + up) shake into or become soft mass. 2 
slang make mistake in performance etc. n fluffy 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 

E noun 1 down, dust, feathers, fuzz, thistledown. 

4 fluffy downy, feathery, fleecy, furry, fuzzy, hairy, 

light, silky, soft, velvety, wispy, woolly. 


flugelhorn /' u:g(a)lho:n/ noun brass instru- 
ment like cornet. 


fluid /'flu:1d/ noun 4 substance, esp. gas or liquid, 
capable of flowing freely. 2 liquid secretion. 
© adjective 1 able to flow freely. 2 constantly 
changing. o fluid ounce twentieth or US six- 
teenth of pint (0.028 litre, US 0.03 litre). o fluidity 
/-1dtt/ noun, 

nour 1 gas, liquid, liquor, vapour. © adjective 1 

aqueous, flowing, gaseous, liquefied, liquid, 

melted, molten, running, runny, sloppy, watery. 2 

adjustable, alterable, changing, flexible, literary 

mutable, open, undefined, variable. 


989: 
fluke’ /flu:k/ noun lucky accident. o fluky adjec- 
tive (er, iest). i 
a accident, chance, serendipity, stroke of good 
luck, twist of fate. 


fluke? /flu:k/ noun parasitic flatworm. 


ery /'flamərı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 non- 
Ma a nery? 2 sweet milk dish. 


flummox /‘flamaks/ verb colloquial bewilder. 


flung past & past participle of FLING. 
flunk verb US colloquial fail (esp. exam). 
nkey /‘flank1/ noun (also flunky) (plural -eys 

js RAI derogatory footman. 

fluorescence /fluə'res(ə)ns/ noun 1 light radi- 
ation from certain substances. 2 property of 
absorbing invisible light and emitting visible 
light. o fluoresce verb (-scing). fluorescent 
adjective. 

fluoridate /'fluərıdert/ verb (-ting) add fluoride 
to (water). o fluoridation noun. 


fluoride /'fluəraıd/ noun compound of fluorine 
with metal, esp. used to prevent tooth decay. 


fluorinate /'fluərmert/ verb (-ting) 1 fluoridate. 
2 introduce fluorine into (compound). o fluor- 
ination noun. 


fluorine /'fluəri:n/ noun poisonous pale yellow 
gaseous element. 
flurry /'fları/ noun (plural -ies) 1 gust, squall. 2 
burst of activity, excitement, etc. © verb (-ies, 
-ied) agitate, confuse. 
flush' verb 1 (often as flushed adjective) (+ with) 
(cause to) glow or blush (with pride etc.). 2 
cleanse (drain, lavatory, etc.) by flow of water. 3 
(often + away, down) dispose of thus. @ noun 1 
glow, blush. 2rush of water. 3 cleansing (of lavat- 
ory etc.) thus. 4 rush of esp. elation or triumph. 
5 freshness, vigour. 6 (also hot flush) sudden hot 
feeling during menopause. 7 feverish redness or 
temperature etc. © adjective 1 level; in same 
Plane. 2 colloquial having plenty of money. 
m verb 1 blush, colour, glow, go red, redden. 2, 3 
clean out, cleanse, flood, rinse out, wash out. 


flush? noun hand of cards all of one suit. 


flush’ verb (cause to) fl 
y up suddenly. o flush out 
1 reveal. 2 drive out. p ay, 


| chase out, drive out, expel, send up. 


fluster I'flasta/ verb confuse, make nervous. 
noun confused or agitated state. 
a verb agitate, bewilder, bother, confuse, distract, 


flurry, perplex, put off, put out i 
À 3 i , colloquial rattle, 
Colloquial throw, daet : 


flute /fu:t/ no aa j 

à un 1 high-pitched woodwind 

oie ment held sideways. 2 vertical groove in 

adjective) meee? (ting) 4 (often as fluted 
al s 

Ofluting ae grooves in. 2 play on flute. 

flutter I: 


t 
quiches fly. 2 fall quiveringly. 3 wave or flap 


fluke | flying 


etc. 4 abnormally rapid heartbeat. 5 rapi 

t rapi - 
ation of pitch, esp. of recorded sound. ae ee 
m verb 3 bat (eyelid), flap, flicker, oscillate, shake, 
vibrate, wave. 4 flit, move agitatedly, oscillate, 
shake, tremble, twitch, vacillate. 5 fluctuate, 
palpitate, quiver, tremble. 


fluvial /‘flu:vral/ adjective of or found in rivers. 


flux noun 1 flowing, flowing out. 2 discharge. 3 
continuous change. 4 substance mixed with 
metal etc. to assist fusion. 


fly" /flai/ verb (files; past flew /flu:/: past participle 
flown /flaun/) 1 move or travel through air with 
wings or in aircraft. 2 control flight of (aircraft). 
3 cause to fly or remain aloft. 4 wave. 5 move 
swiftly. 6 be driven forcefully. 7 flee (from). 8 
(+ at, upon) attack or criticize fiercely. e noun 
(plural -ies) 4 (usually in plural) flap to cover 
front fastening on trousers. 2 (usually in plural) 
this fastening. 3 flap at entrance of tent. 4 (in 
plural) space over stage, for scenery and light- 
ing. 5 act of flying. o fly-by-night unreliable. 
fly-half Rugby stand-off half. fly in the face of 
openly disregard. flyleaf blank leaf at beginning 
or end of book. fly off the handle colloquial sud- 
denly lose one’s temper. flyover bridge carrying 
road etc. over another. fly-past ceremonial flight 
of aircraft. fly-post fix (posters etc.) illegally. 
flysheet 1 canvas cover over tent for extra pro- 
tection. 2 short tract or circular. fly-tip illegally 
dump (waste). flywheel heavy wheel regulating 
machinery or accumulating power. 

m verb 1 ascend, flit, glide, hover, rise, sail, soar, 

swoop, take flight, take wing. 2 see PILOT verb. 3 

display, flap, flutter, hang up, hoist, raise, show, 

wave. 7 escape, flee, hurry, move quickly, run. 8 

( fly at) see ATTACK verb 1. o fly in the face of see 

DISREGARD Verb. 


fly? /flar/ noun (plural flies) 1 two-winged insect. 
2 disease caused by flies. 3 (esp. artificial) fly 
used as bait in fishing. o fly-blown tainted by 
flies. flycatcher bird that catches flies during 
flight. fly-fish verb fish with fly. fly in the oint- 
ment minor irritation or setback. fly on the wall 
unnoticed observer. fly-paper sticky treated 
paper for catching flies. fly-trap plant that 
catches flies. flyweight amateur boxing weight 
(48-51 kg). 


fly? /flar/ adjective slang knowing, clever. 


flyer moun (also flier) 1 airman, airwoman. 2 
thing or person that flies in specified way. 3 small 
leaflet. 


flying adjective 1 that flies. 2 hasty. @ noun flight. 
o flying boat boatlike seaplane. flying buttress 
(usually arched) buttress running from upper 
part of wall to outer support. flying doctor doctor 
who uses aircraft to visit patients. flying fish fish 
gliding through air with winglike fins. flying fox 
fruit-eating bat. flying officer RAF officer next 
below flight lieutenant. flying saucer supposed 
alien spaceship. flying squad rapidly mobile 
police detachment, midwifery unit, etc. flying 
start 1 start (of race) at full speed. 2 vigorous 


start. 


FM | folksy 


| m noun aeronautics, air travel, aviation, flight, 
| colloquial jetting. 

EM abbreviation 1 Field Marshal. 2 frequency 
modulation. 

FO abbreviation Flying Officer. 

foal noun young of horse or related animal. 
o verb give birth to (foal). 

foam noun 1 froth formed in liquid. 2 froth of 
saliva or sweat. 3 spongy rubber or plastic. 
© verb emit foam; froth. o foam at the mouth be 
very angry. o foamy adjective (-ier, -iest). 

n noun bubbles, effervescence, froth, head (on 

been), lather, scum, spume, suds. 2 lather. © verb 

boil, bubble, effervesce, fizz, froth, lather. 


fob' noun 1 (attachment to) watch-chain. 2 small 
pocket for watch etc. 

fob? verb (-bb-) o fob off 1 (often + with) deceive 
into accepting something inferior. 2 (often + on, 
on to) offload (unwanted thing on person). 

focal /'fəvk(ə)l/ adjective of or at a focus. u focal 
distance, length distance between centre of lens 
etc. and its focus. focal point 1 focus. 2 centre of 
interest or activity. 

fo’c’s’le = FORECASTLE. 

focus /'faukes/ noun (plural focuses or foci 
/‘feusai/) 1 point at which rays etc. meet after 
reflection or refraction or from which rays etc. 
appear to proceed. 2 point at which object must 
be situated to give clearly defined image. 3 
adjustment of eye or lens to produce clear image. 
4 state of clear definition. 5 centre of interest or 
activity. © verb (-s- or -ss-) 1 bring into focus. 2 
adjust focus of (lens, eye). 3 (often + on) concen- 
trate or be concentrated on. 4 (cause to) converge 
to focus. 

u noun 4 clarity, correct adjustment, sharpness. 5 

centre, core, focal point, heart, hub, pivot, target. 

© verb 3 ( focus on) aim at, centre on, concentrate 

on, direct attention to, fix attention on, home in on, 

spotlight. 


fodder [foda/ noun hay, straw, etc. as animal 
‘ood. 


foe noun enemy. 
foetid = FETD. 


foetus /‘fi:tas/ noun (US fetus) (plural -tuses) 
unborn mammalian offspring, esp. human 
embryo of 8 weeks or more. o foetal adjective. 


fog noun 1 thick cloud of water droplets or smoke 
suspended at or near earth’s surface; thick mist. 
2 cloudiness on photographic negative. 3 con- 
fused state. © verb (-gg-) 1 envelop (as) in fog. 2 
perplex. o fog-bank mass of fog at sea. foghorn 
1 horn warning ships in fog. 2 colloquial pene- 
trating voice. 


s noun 1 cloud, haze, archaic miasma, mist, 
smog, vapour. 


fogey /‘feugi/ noun (also fogy) (plural -eys o 
-ies) (esp. old fogey) dull old-fashioned ae 
foggy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 full of fog. 2 of or 


like fog. 3 vague. o not th i i 
noile e foggiest colloquial 
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n 1, 2 blurred, blurry, clouded, cloudy, dim, hazy, 
indistinct, misty, murky, obscure. 


foible /'forb(ə)l/ noun minor weakness or idio- 
syncrasy. 

foil’ verb frustrate, defeat. 

u baffle, block, check, circumvent, defeat, 

frustrate, halt, hamper, hinder, obstruct, outwit, 

prevent, stop, thwart. 


foil? noun 1 thin sheet of metal. 2 person or thing 
setting off another to advantage. 


foil? noun blunt fencing sword. 


foist verb (+ on) force (thing, oneself) on to 
(unwilling person). 


| u fob off, get rid of, impose, offload, palm off. 


fold’ /fauld/ verb 1 double (flexible thing) over on 
itself. 2 bend portion of. 3 become or be able to be 
folded. 4 (+ away, up) make compact by folding. 5 
(often + up) colloquial collapse; cease to function. 
6 enfold. 7 clasp. 8 (+ in) mix in gently. © noun 1 
folding. 2 line made by folding. 3 hollow among 
hills. 
n verb 1, 2 bend, crease, crimp, crinkle, double 
over, overlap, pleat, pucker, tuck in, turn over. 4 
close, collapse, let down, put down, shut. 5 see FAIL 
verb 8. 6, 7 clasp, embrace, enclose, enfold, 
entwine, envelop, hold, hug, wrap. © noun 2 bend, 
corrugation, crease, crinkle, furrow, gather, 
hollow, knife-edge, line, pleat, pucker, wrinkle. 


fold? /fauld/ noun 1 sheepfold. 2 religious group 
or congregation. 


| @ 1 see ENCLOSURE 2. 


folder noun folding cover or holder for loose 
papers. 

foliaceous /foulr'etfas/ adjective 1 of or like 
leaves. 2 laminated. 


foliage /‘foulud3/ noun leaves, leafage. 


foliar /'feulia/ adjective of leaves. o foliar feed 
fertilizer supplied to leaves. 


foliate adjective /‘fouliat/ 1 leaflike. 2 having 
leaves. @ verb /'feuliett/ (-ting) split into thin 
layers. o foliation noun. 


folio /‘feulrau/ noun ( plural-s) 1 leaf of paper etc. 
numbered only on front. 2 sheet of paper fold 
once. 3 book of such sheets. © adjective (of book) 
made of folios. 


folk /feuk/ noun (plural same or -s) 1 (treated as 
plural) people in general or of specified class. 2 
(in plural, usually folks) one’s relatives. 3 
(treated as singular) a people or nation. 4 (in 
folk music) (treated as singular) traditional, esp- 
working-class, music, or music in style of this. 
© adjective of popular origin. o folklore 1 trad 
itional beliefs etc. 2 study of these. folk tale 
popular or traditional story. folkweave rough 
loosely woven fabric. 

m noun 1 people, the population, the public, 

Society. 3 clan, nation, people, race, society, tribe. 


folksy |'feukst/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of or like 
folk art. 2 in deliberately popular style. 
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follicle /‘foltk(e)l/ noun small sac or vesicle, esp. 
for hair-root. o follicular /fo'likjula/ adjective. 


follow /‘foleu/ verb 1 go or comeafter. 2 go along. 
3 come next in order or time. 4 practise. 5 under- 
stand. 6 take as guide; conform to. 7 take interest 
in. 8 (+ with) provide with (sequel etc.). 9 ensue. 
40 (+ from) result from. 11 be necessary infer- 
ence. u follow on 1 continue. 2 (of cricket team) 
bat twice in succession. follow-on noun instance 
of this. follow suit 1 play card of suit led. 2 
conform to another’s actions. follow through 1 
continue to conclusion. 2 continue movement of 
stroke after hitting the ball. follow-through noun 
instance of this. follow up act or investigate 
further. follow-up noun subsequent action. 
u 1 chase, come after, dog, go after, hound, hunt, 
pursue, shadow, stalk, colloquial tail, track, trail. 2 
go along, keep to, proceed along, trace. 3 come 
after, replace, succeed, supersede, supplant, take 
the place of. 5 appreciate, comprehend, grasp, 
keep up with, take in, understand. 6 ( follow 
person's example) adopt, be guided by, conform 
to, copy, imitate, mimic, mirror; ( follow rules) abide 
by, adhere to, attend to, comply with, heed, honour, 
keep to, obey, observe, pay attention to, submit to, 
take notice of. 7 admire, be a fan of, keep abreast 
of, know about, support, take an interest in. 9 
come about, ensue, happen, result. 10 ( follow 
from) flow from, result from. 11 be inevitable, be 
logical, have the consequence, mean. 


follower noun 1 supporter, devotee. 2 person 
who follows. 


following preposition 1 after in time. 2 as sequel 
to. © ngun group of supporters. © adjective that 
follows. o the following what follows, now to be 
mentioned. 


| m adjective see SUBSEQUENT. 


folly /‘foli/ noun (plural -ies) 1 foolishness. 2 
foolish act, idea, etc. 3 building for display only. 


u 1 foolishness, insanity, lunacy, madness, 
stupidity. 


foment /fe'ment/ verb instigate; stir up (trouble 
etc.). afomentation /feumen'ters(e)n/ noun. 
fomenter noun. 


arouse, incite, instigate, kindle, provoke, rouse, 
Stir up. 


fond adjective 1 (+ of) liking. 2 affectionate, 
doting. 3 foolishly optimistic. a fondly adverb. 
fondness noun. 
a1 (be fond of ) see Love verb 1. 2 adoring, 
affectionate, caring, loving, tender, warm. 3 see 
FOOLISH. 


fondant /'fond(ə)nt/ noun soft sugary sweet. 


fondle l'fond(ə)l/ verb (-ling) caress. 
m caress, cuddle, handle, pat, pet, squeeze, 


uch. 
fondue /'fondju:/ noun dish of melted cheese. 


font! noun receptacle for baptismal water. 
font = FOUNT. 


fontanelle /fontə'nel/noun (US fontanel) space 


follicle | foot 


in infant’s skull, which later closes up. 


food [fu:d/ noun 1 substance taken in to main- 
tain life and growth; solid food. 2 mental stimu- 
lus. dfood chain series of organisms each 
dependent on next for food. food poisoning 
illness due to bacteria etc. in food. food pro- 
cessor machine for chopping and mixing food. 
foodstuff substance used as food. 
u 1 bread, formal comestibles, cooking, cuisine, 
delicacies, diet, eatables, colloquial eats, fare, 
feed, fodder, foodstuff, forage, colloquial grub, 
Slang nosh, nourishment, nutriments, jocular 
provender, provisions, rations, refreshments, 
sustenance, swill, colloquial tuck, formal viands, 
victuals. 


foodie /‘fu:di/ noun colloquial person who 
makes a cult of food. 


fool! noun 1 unwise or stupid person. 2 historical 
jester, clown. @verb 1 deceive; trick, cheat. 2 
joke; tease. 3 (+ about, around) play, trifle. o act, 
play the fool behave in silly way. foolproof 
incapable of misuse or mistake. fool’s paradise 
illusory happiness. make a fool of make (person) 
look foolish; trick. 
u noun 1 ass, blockhead, booby, buffoon, 
colloquial dimwit, slang dope, dunce, 
dunderhead, dupe, colloquial fat-head, halfwit, 
idiot, ignoramus, mug, colloquial muggins, slang 
mutt, ninny, slang nit, colloquial nitwit, simpleton, 
sucker, slang twerp, slang wally. 2 clown, 
comedian, comic, coxcomb, entertainer, historical 
jester. © verb 1 colloquial bamboozle, bluff, cheat, 
slang con, literary cozen, deceive, defraud, delude, 
dupe, fleece, gull, colloquial have on, hoax, 
hoodwink, colloquial kid, mislead, colloquial string 
along, swindle, take in, trick. 2 banter, jest, joke, 
colloquial kid, tease. 3 ( fool about, around) see 
MISBEHAVE. 


fool? noun dessert of fruit purée with cream or 
custard. 


foolery noun foolish behaviour. 


foolhardy adjective (-ier, -iest) foolishly bold; 
reckless. o foolhardily adverb. foolhardiness 
noun. 


foolish adjective lacking good sense or judge- 
ment; unwise. o foolishly adverb. foolishness 
noun. 
u absurd, asinine, brainless, childish, crazy, daft, 
colloquial dopey, colloquial dotty, fatuous, 
feather-brained, feeble-minded, fond, frivolous, 
half-baked, hare-brained, idiotic, illogical, 
immature, inane, infantile, colloquial insane, 
irrational, jokey, laughable, light-hearted, 
ludicrous, lunatic, mad, meaningless, mindless, 
misguided, naive, nonsensical, playful, pointless, 
preposterous, ridiculous, scatterbrained, 
colloquial scatty, senseless, shallow, silly, simple, 
simple-minded, simplistic, colloquial soppy, 
stupid, thoughtless, unintelligent, unreasonable, 
unsound, unwise, witless. 


foolscap /‘fu:lskep/ noun large size of paper, 
about 330 mm x 200 (or 400) mm. 


foot /fot/ noun (plural feet) 1 part of leg below 


footage | fore 


kle. 2 lower part or end. 3 (pluralsame or feet) 
aaa measure of 12 in. (30.48 cm). 4 metrical 
unit of verse forming part of line. 5 historical 
infantry. © verb 1 pay (bill). 2 (usually as foot it) 
go on foot. o foot-and-mouth (disease) conta- 
gious viral disease of cattle etc. footbridge 
bridge for use by pedestrians. footfall sound of 
footstep. foot-fault (in tennis) serving with foot 
over baseline. foothill low hill lying at base of 
mountain or range. foothold 1 secure place for 
feet in climbing. 2 secure initial position. foot- 
lights row of floor-level lights along front of 
stage. footloose free to act as one pleases. 
footman liveried servant. footmark footprint. 
footnote note at foot of page. footpath, footway 
path for pedestrians. footplate platform for crew 
in locomotive. footprint impression left by foot 
or shoe. footslog (-gg-) walk laboriously esp. for 
long distance. footslogger noun. footsore with 
sore feet, esp. from walking. footstep (sound of) 
step taken in walking. footstool stool for resting 
feet on when sitting. footwear shoes, boots, 
socks, etc. on foot walking. put one’s foot down 
colloquial 1 insist. 2 accelerate. put one’s foot in 
it colloquial commit blunder. o footless adjec- 
tive. 


u noun 1 claw, hoof, paw, trotter. 2 see BASE' noun 
1. o footprint footmark, spoor, track. 
footage noun 1 a length of TV or cinema film 
etc. 2 length in feet. 


football noun 4 large inflated usually leather 
ball. 2 team game played with this. o football 
pool(s) organized gambling on results of football 
matches. o footballer noun. 

footing noun 1 foothold; secure position. 2 
operational basis; relative position or status, 3 
(often in plural) foundations of wall. 


footing ['fu:tlm/ adjective colloquial trivial, 
silly. 


Footsie /'fotsı/ noun FT-SE. 


footsie /'fotsı/ noun colloquial amorous play 
with feet. 


fop noun dandy. u foppery noun. foppish adjec- 
ive. 


for /fa, fo:/ preposition 1 in interest, defence, or 
favour of. 2 appropriate to. 3 regarding. 4 repre- 
senting. 5 at the price of. 6 as consequence or on 
account of. 7 in order to get or reach. 8 so as to 
start promptly at. 9 notwithstanding. @ conjunc- 
tion because, since. be for it be liable or about 
to be punished. 


forage /‘forid3/ noun 1 food for horses and cattle. 
2 searching for food. © verb (-ging) 1 (often +for) 
search for food. 2 rummage. 3 collect food from. 
u forage cap infantry undress cap. 

foray /‘foret/ noun sudden attack, raid. © verb 
make foray. 

forbade (also forbad) past of rors. 

forbear" /fo:bea/ verb ( past forbore; past parti- 
ciple forborne) formal abstain or retrain oan 

forbear? = FoREBEAR. 


forbearance noun patient self-control; toler- 
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forbearing adjective patient or tolerant. 


forbid /fa'bid/ verb (forbidding; past forbade 
/-beed/ or forbad; past participle forbidden) 4 (+ 
to do) order not to. 2 not allow. 3 refuse entry to 
m 1 ( forbid to) ban from, bar from, debar from, ` 
exclude from, preclude from, prevent from, 
prohibit from, stop from. 2 ban, deny, disallow, 
interdict, outlaw, prohibit, proscribe, refuse, rule 
out, say no to, veto. 3 deny. 


forbidden adjective 1 not allowed. 2 hav: 
access prohibited. o forbidden fruit thing 
desired esp. because not allowed. 


| m 1 against the law, taboo, unlawful, wrong. 2 
closed, out of bounds, restricted, secret. 


forbidding adjective stern, threatening. o for- 
biddingly adverb. 

n gloomy, grim, menacing, ominous, stern, 

threatening, unfriendly, uninviting, unwelcoming. 


forbore past of ForBEAR'. 
forborne past participle of ForBEAR'. 


force noun 1 strength, power; intense effort. 2 
group of soldiers, police, etc. 3 coercion, compul- 
sion. 4 effect, significance. 5 influential person 
or thing. © verb (-cing) 1 compel, coerce. 2 make 
way; break into or open by force. 3 drive, propel. 
4 (+ on, upon) impose or press on (person). 5 
cause or produce by effort. 6 strain. 7 artificially 
hasten maturity of. 8 accelerate. o forced 
landing emergency landing of aircraft. forced 
march lengthy and vigorous march, esp. by 
troops. force-feed feed (prisoner etc.) against his 
or her will. force (person’s) hand make him or 
her act prematurely or unwillingly. 

a noun 1 drive, effort, energy, intensity, might, 

momentum, power, strength, vehemence, vigour. 

2 army, body, group; ( forces) troops. 3 aggression, 

Coercion, compulsion, constraint, duress, 

pressure, violence. 4 cogency, effect, 

effectiveness, impact, intensity, persuasiveness, 
power, rightness, significance, strength, thrust, 
validity, weight. @ verb 1 colloquial bulldoze, 

Coerce, compel, constrain, drive, impel, impose on, 

make, oblige, order, press-gang, pressurize. 2 

break open, burst open, prise open, smash, use 

force on, wrench. 4 impose, inflict. 


forceful adjective 1 powerful. 2 impressive. 
n forcefully adverb. forcefulness noun. 

force majeure /fo:s mæ'33:/ noun 1 irresistible 
force. 2 unforeseeable circumstances. [French] 

forcemeat /'fo:smi:t/ noun minced seasoned 
meat for stuffing etc. 

forceps /‘fo:seps/ noun (plural same) surgical 
pincers. 

forcible /‘fo:sib(e)l/ adjective done by or in- 
volving force; forceful. o forcibly adverb. 

ford noun shallow place where river etc. may be 


Crossed, © verb cross (water) at ford. o fordable 
adjective. 


fore adjective situated in front. @ noun 1 front 
part. 2 bow of ship. © interjection (in golf) 
warning to person in path of ball. a fore-and-aft 
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(ofsails or rigging) lengthwise; at bow and stern. 
to the fore conspicuous. 

forearm’ /‘fo:ra:m/ noun arm from elbow to 
wrist or fingertips. 

forearm? /fo:'ra:m/ verb arm beforehand; 
prepare. 

forebear /'fo:beə/ noun (also forbear) (usually 
in plural) ancestor. 

forebode /fo:’baud/ verb (-ding) be advance sign 
of portend. 

foreboding noun expectation of trouble. 

n anxiety, apprehension, dread, fear, 
foreshadowing, forewarning, intimation, intuition, 
misgiving, omen, portent, premonition, 

presentiment, suspicion, warning, worry. 


forecast verb (past & past participle -cast or 
-casted) predict; estimate beforehand. © noun 
prediction, esp. of weather. 0 forecaster noun. 


n verb see FORESEE. © noun augury, expectation, 
outlook, prediction, prognosis, prognostication, 
projection, prophecy. 


forecastle /'feuks(a)l/ moun (also fo’c’s'le) 
forward part of ship, formerly living quarters. 


foreclose /fo:'kleuz/ verb (-sing) 1 stop 
(mortgage) from being redeemable. 2 repossess 
mortgaged property of (person) when loan is not 
duly repaid. 3 exclude, prevent. o foreclosure 
noun. 


forecourt noun 1 part of filling-station with 
petrol pumps. 2 enclosed space in front of build- 
ing. 

forefather noun (usually in plural) ancestor. 

forefinger noun finger next to thumb. 

forefoot noun front foot of animal. 


forefront noun 1 leading position. 2 foremost 
part. 


| u front, lead, vanguard. 


forego = rorco. 


foregoing /fo:'gaum/ adjective preceding; previ- 
ously mentioned. 


foregone conclusion ['fo:gon/ noun easily 
foreseeable result. 


foreground noun part of view nearest obser- 


forehand Tennis etc. adjective (of stroke) played 


hs a hand facing forward. @ noun fore- 


forehead /‘forid, ‘fo:hed/ noun part of face above 
eyebrows, 


foreign ['foran/ adjective 4 of, from, in, or char- 
ae eristicofcountry or language other than one’s 
distric dealing with other countries. 3 of another 
Si ct, society, etc. 4 (often + to) unfamiliar, 
S 5 coming from outside. o foreign body 
aa ‘aneous object, esp. one ingested, introduced, 
o into the body. foreign legion group of foreign 
Sp teers in (esp. French) army. o foreignness 


forearm | forest 


a 1 alien, distant, exotic, far-away, immigrant, 
imported, outlandish, overseas, remote. 2 external, 
international, overseas. 4 alien, exotic, odd, 
outlandish, strange, uncharacteristic, unfamiliar, 
unknown, unnatural, untypical, unusual. 5 
external, extraneous, incoming, outside. 


foreigner noun person born in or coming from 
another country. 


m alien, immigrant, newcomer, outsider, overseas 
visitor, stranger. 


foreknowledge /fo:'nolid3/ noun knowledge 
in advance of (an event etc.). 


foreleg noun animal's front leg. 


forelock noun lock of hair just above forehead. 
O touch one’s forelock defer to person of higher 
social rank. 

foreman /'fo:mən/ noun (feminine forewoman) 
1 worker supervising others. 2 spokesman of 
jury. 

foremast noun mast nearest bow of ship. 

foremost adjective 1 most notable, best. 2 first, 
front. @ adverb most importantly. 


m adjective 1 see CHIEF adjective 1. 2 first, front, 
leading. 


forename noun first or Christian name. 

forensic /fo'rensik/ adjective 1 of or used in 
courts of law. 2 of or involving application of 
science to legal problems. 

foreplay noun stimulation preceding sexual 
intercourse. 


forerunner moun predecessor. 


m advance messenger, ancestor, harbinger, 
| herald, precursor, predecessor. 
foresail noun principal sail on foremast. 
foresee /fo:'si:/ verb (past -saw, past participle 
-seen) see or be aware of beforehand. o foresee- 
able adjective. 


a disputed anticipate, envisage, expect, forecast, 
| foretell, picture. 


foreshadow /fo:'Seedeu/ verb be warning or 
indication of (future event). 
foreshore noun shore between high and low 
water marks. 
foreshorten /fo:'So:t(2)n/ verb portray (object) 
with apparent shortening due to perspective. 
foresight noun 1 care or provision for future. 2 
foreseeing. 
m 1 anticipation, caution, far-sightedness, 
forethought, perspicacity, planning, preparation, 
prudence, readiness, vision. 2 looking ahead, 
vision. 


foreskin noun fold ofskin covering end of penis. 


forest /‘forist/ moun 1 large area of trees. 2 large 
number; dense mass. @ verb 1 plant with trees. 2 
convert into forest. 


n noun 1 coppice, copse, jungle, plantation, trees, 
| woodland, woods. 


forestall | form 


forestall /fo:'sto:1/ verb 1 prevent by advance 
action. 2 deal with beforehand. 

forester noun 1 manager of forest. 2 expert in 
forestry. 3 dweller in forest. 

forestry noun science or management of 
forests. 

foretaste noun small preliminary experience 
of something. 

n advance warning, augury, example, 

foreknowledge, forewarning, indication, omen, 

premonition, preview, sample, specimen, tip-off, 

trailer, try-out. 


foretell /fo:'tel/ verb (past & past participle 
-told) 1 predict, prophesy. 2 indicate approach 
of. 
u 1 augur, bode, forebode, foresee, foreshadow, 
forewarn, give a foretaste of, portend, predict, 
presage, prognosticate, prophesy, signify. 2 
herald, presage. 


forethought noun 1 care or provision for 
future. 2 deliberate intention. 

u 1 anticipation, caution, far-sightedness, 

foresight, looking ahead, perspicacity, planning, 

preparation, prudence, readiness, vision. 


forever /fe'reva/ adverb always, constantly. 


forewarn /fo:'wo:n/ verb warn beforehand. 
o forewarning noun. 


a o forewarning advance warning, augury, 
foretaste, omen, premonition, tip-off. 


foreword noun introductory remarks in book, 
often not by author. 


forfeit /‘fo:fit/ noun (thing surrendered as) 
penalty. @adjective lost or surrendered as 
penalty. © verb (-t-) lose right to; surrender as 
penalty. o forfeiture noun. 

u noun charge, damages, fee, fine, penalty. © verb 

abandon, give up, let go, lose, pay up, relinquish, 

renounce, surrender. o forfeiture confiscation, 

sequestration. 


forgather /fə:'gæðə/ verb assemble; associate. 
forgave past of FORGIVE. 


forge’ verb (-ging) 1 make or write in fraudulent 
imitation. 2 shape by heating and hammering. 
@noun 1 furnace etc. for melting or refining 
metal. 2 blacksmith’s workshop. o forger noun. 
m verb 1 coin, copy, counterfeit, fake, falsify, 
imitate, make illegally, reproduce. 2 beat into 
shape, cast, construct, hammer out, manufacture, 
mould, shape, work. © noun 2 smithy, workshop. 


forge? verb (-ging) advance gradually. o fo 
ahead 1 take lead. 2 progress rapidly. =. 


l n o forge ahead 2 see ADVANCE verb 1-2. 


forgery /'fo:d3ər1/ noun ( plural-ies) (maki 
forged document etc. i abet 
| u copy, counterfeit, slang dud, fake, fraud, 
imitation, colloquial phoney, replica, 
reproduction. 


forget /fə'get/ verb (forgetting; past forgot: past 
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participle forgotten or US forgot) 1 lose remem- 
brance of; not remember. 2 neglect, overlook, 
3 omit to bring, mention, etc. 4 cease to think 
of. 5 (forget oneself) act without digni 

u forget-me-not plant with small blue flowers. 
o forgettable adjective. 2 
u 1 be forgetful, fail to remember, suffer from 
amnesia. 2 neglect, omit, overlook. 3 be without, 
leave behind, leave out, lose, miss out, neglect, 
omit, overlook, skip. 4 dismiss from one's mind, 
disregard, ignore, unlearn. 


forgetful adjective 1 apt to forget. 2 (often + of) 


neglectful. o forgetfully adverb. forgetfulness 
noun. 

a 1 absent-minded, amnesiac, careless, 
distracted, inattentive, preoccupied, unreliable, 
vague. 2 careless, neglectful, negligent, oblivious, 
unconscious, unmindful. 


forgive /fo'grv/ verb (-ving; past forgave; past 
participle forgiven) 1 cease to resent; pardon. 2 
remit (debt). o forgivable adjective. forgiveness 
noun. forgiving adjective. 
m 1 ( forgive a person) absolve, acquit, clear, 
formal exculpate, excuse, exonerate, indulge, let 
off, pardon, spare; ( forgive an offence) condone, 
ignore, make allowances for, overlook, pass over, 
o forgivable allowable, excusable, justifiable, 
pardonable, petty, understandable, venial. 
forgiveness absolution, amnesty, clemency, 
compassion, formal exculpation, exoneration, 
grace, RC Church indulgence, leniency, mercy, 
pardon, tolerance. forgiving clement, 
compassionate, forbearing, generous, kind, 
lenient, magnanimous, merciful, tolerant, 
understanding. 


forgo /fo:'gau/ verb (also forego) (-goes; past 
-went; past participle -gone) go without, relin- 
quish. 

a abandon, abstain from, do without, forswear, 

give up, go without, omit, colloquial pass up, 

relinquish, renounce, sacrifice, turn down, waive. 


forgot past of FORGET. 

forgotten past participle of FORGET. 

fork noun 1 pronged item of cutlery. 2 similar 
large tool for digging etc. 3 forked part, esp. of 
bicycle frame. 4 (place of) divergence of road etc. 
© verb 1 form fork or branch. 2 take one road at 
fork. 3 dig with fork. o fork-lift truck vehicle 
with fork for lifting and carrying. fork out slang 
pay, esp. reluctantly. o forked adjective. 

a O forked branched, cleft, divergent, divided, 

fork-like, pronged, split, V-shaped. 


forlorn /fe'lo:n/ adjective 1 sad and abandoned. 
2 pitiful. a forlorn hope faint remaining hope or 
chance. o forlornly adverb. 

m 1 abandoned, alone, bereft, deserted, forsaken, 

friendless, lonely, outcast, sad, solitary, unloved. 


form noun‘ shape; arrangement of parts; visible 
aspect. 2 person or animal as visible or tangible. 
3 mode in which thing exists or manifests itself- 
4 kind, variety. 5 document with blanks to be 
filled in. 6 class in school. 7 (often as the form) 
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r correct behaviour or method. 8 set 
customary s. 9 (of athlete, horse, etc.) condi- 
order health and training. 10 record of perform- 
ces. 11 disposition. 12 bench. © verb 1 make; 
made. 2 constitute. 3 develop or establish as 
cept, practice, etc. 4 (+ into) organize into. 5 


or ing or move into formation. 6 


of troops etc.) br 
mould, fashion. 

n noun 1 anatomy, appearance, arrangement, 
build, cast, configuration, design, format, frame, 
framework, mould, outline, pattern, physique, 
plan, shape, silhouette, structure, system. 2 body, 
figure. 3 character, guise, manifestation, manner, 
nature, semblance, style. 4 genre, kind, model, 
sort, species, type, variety. 5 document, paper. 6 
class, grade, group, level, set, stream. 7 

behaviour, convention, custom, etiquette, fashion, 
manners, practice. 9 condition, fettle, fitness, 
health. 10 performance. 11 condition, disposition, 
mood, shape, spirits, state. 12 see SEAT noun 1. 

o verb 1 ( formed objects) bring into existence, 
cast, construct, create, design, forge, found, give 
form to, make, model, mould, produce, shape; 
(stalactites formed) appear, arise, come into 
existence, develop, grow, materialize, take shape. 
2actas, compose, constitute, make up, serve as. 
3 acquire, cultivate, develop, establish, get. 4 
arrange, assemble, organize. 


formal /‘fo:m(e)1/ adjective 1 in accordance with 
rules, convention, or ceremony. 2 (of garden etc.) 
symmetrical. 3 prim, stiff. 4 perfunctory. 5 
drawn up correctly. 6 concerned with outward 
form. o formally adverb. 
u 1 ( formal occasion) ceremonial, ceremonious, 
dignified, official, colloquial posh, solemn, stately; 
(formal procedure) conventional, correct, 
customary, official, orthodox, proper, ritualistic, 
set; ( formal language) academic, impersonal, 
Official, precise, specialist, stilted, technical, 
unemotional. 2 geometrical, orderly, organized, 
regular, rigid, symmetrical. 3 aloof, ceremonious, 
conventional, cool, correct, dignified, pretentious, 
prim, Proper, punctilious, sophisticated, starchy, 
stiff, stilted, unbending, unfriendly. 5 binding, 
contractual, enforceable, legal, official, precise, 
Signed and sealed. 


formaldehyde /fo:'mzeldthaid/ noun colour- 
ess gas used as preservative and disinfectant. 


formalin l'fo:məlm/ noun solution of formalde- 
e in water. 


formalism noun strict adherence to external 
» ESp. in art. o formalist noun. 


: formality /fo:'meelitr/ noun (plural -les) 4 


ormal, esp. meanin i 
4 È gless, regulation or act. 2 
rigid observance of rules or convention. 


formalize verb 
(also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 give 
definite (esp. legal) form to. 2 make formal. 


= formalization noun. 

o Nfs 

one l'fo:mæt/ noun 1 shape and size (of book 

are style or manner of procedure etc. 3 

arrange tet a compulen data etc. @ verb (-tt-) 1 
€ prepare (storage medium) 

receive computer aaa < 


formal | forswear 


m noun 1 appearance, design, layout, plan, sh 
size, style. 2 arrangement, manner, method, neg 
organization, plan, structure, style. 


formation /fo'merf(a)n/ noun 
1 forming. 2 
thing formed. 3 particular arrangement Ge of 


troops). 4 rocks or strata 
pa with common charac- 


formative /‘fo:matrv/ adjective servi F 
of formation. or an 

former /'fo:mə/ adjective 4 of the past. 2 earlier, 
previous. 3 (the former) the first or first-named 
of two. 

u 1, 2 bygone, departed, ex-, last, late, old, 

one-time, past, previous, prior, recent. 3 (the 

former) earlier, first, first-mentioned. 


formerly adverb in former times; previously. 

Formica /fo:'marka/ noun proprietary termhard 
plastic laminate for surfaces. 

formic acid /'fo:mık/ noun colourless irritant 
volatile acid contained in fluid emitted by ants. 

formidable /'fo:mıdəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 inspiring 
awe, respect, or dread. 2 difficult to deal with. 
o formidably adverb. 


USAGE Formidable is also pronounced 
/fa'midab(e)l/ (with the stress on the -mid-), but 
this is considered incorrect by some people. 

a 1 awe-inspiring, awesome, daunting, dreadful, 
fearful, frightening, intimidating, colloquial 
mind-boggling, prodigious. 2 challenging, 
daunting, difficult, large-scale, onerous, 
overwhelming, taxing. 


formless adjective without definite or regular 
form. o formlessness noun. 

formula /‘fo:mjole/ noun (plural -s or -lae /-1i:/) 
4 chemical symbols showing constituents of sub- 
stance. 2 mathematical rule expressed in 
symbols. 3 fixed form of words. 4 list of ingredi- 
ents; recipe. 5 classification of racing car, esp. by 
engine capacity. 0 formulaic }-lenk/ adjective. 

n 3 form of words, rubric, spell, wording. 4 

blueprint, method, prescription, procedure, 

recipe, rule, technique, way. 


formulate /‘fo:mjulert/ verb 1 express in 
formula. 2 express clearly and precisely. 3 
devise, o formulation noun. 

m 1 codify, set outin detail, specify, systematize. 2 

articulate, codify, define, express clearly, set out 

in detail, specify, systematize. 3 concoct, create, 

devise, evolve, form, invent, map out, originate, 

plan, work out. 


fornicate /‘fo:ntkert/ verb (ting) usually jocular 
have extramarital sexual intercourse. O for- 
nication noun. fornicator noun. 

forsake /fa'seik/ verb (king; past forsook 
|-'suk/; past participle forsaken) 1 literary give 

` up, renounce. 2 desert, abandon. 

m 4 forgo, forswear, give up, jettison, renounce, 

repudiate, surrender. 2 abandon, desert, jilt, leave, 

quit, throw over, turn one's back on, vacate. 


forswear /fo:'swea/ verb (past forswore; past 


forsythia | fought 


‘ciple forsworn) 1 abjure, renounce. 2 
paren oneself) perjure oneself. 3 (as for- 
sworn adjective) perjured. 

forsythia /fo:'saiére/ noun shrub with bright 
yellow flowers. 

fort noun fortified building or position. o hold 
the fort act as temporary substitute. 


n camp, castle, citadel, fortification, fortress, 
| garrison, stronghold, tower. 
forte’ /'fo:ter/ noun thing in which one excels or 
specializes. 
forte? /‘fo:ter/ Music adjective loud. © adverb 
loudly. © noun loud playing, singing, or passage. 
forth /fo:0/ adverb 1 forward(s). 2 out. 3 onwards 
in time. o forthcoming /fo:6'kamm/ 1 coming or 
available soon. 2 produced when wanted. 3 
informative, responsive. 
forthright adjective 1 straightforward; out- 
spoken. 2 decisive. 
m 1 blunt, candid, decisive, direct, frank, 
outspoken, straightforward, unequivocal, 
unhesitating, uninhibited. 


forthwith /fo:0'w10/ adverb immediately, 
_ without delay. 
fortification /fo:tifrkerf(o)n/ noun 1 fortifying. 
2 (usually in plural) defensive works. 


fortify /'fo:tifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 provide with 
fortifications. 2 strengthen. 3 (usually as forti- 
fied adjective) strengthen (wine etc.) with 
alcohol. 4 (usually as fortified adjective) increase 
nutritive value of (food, esp. with vitamins). 

u 1 buttress, defend, garrison, protect, reinforce, 

secure against attack, shore up. 2 bolster, boost, 

brace, buoy up, cheer, embolden, encourage, 

hearten, invigorate, lift the morale of, reassure, 

stiffen the resolve of, strengthen, support, sustain. 


fortissimo /fo:'tismmau/ Music adjective very 
loud. b adverb very loudly. © noun (plural-mos 
or -mi /-mi:/) very loud playing, singing, or 
passage. 

fortitude /‘fo:titju:d/ noun courage in pain or 
adversity. 

m backbone, bravery, courage, determination, 

endurance, firmness, heroism, patience, 

resolution, stoicism, tenacity, valour, will-power. 


fortnight /‘fo:tnart/ noun two weeks. 


fortnightly adjective done, produced, or occur- 
ring once a fortnight. © adverb every fortnight. 
© noun (plural -ies) fortnightly magazine etc. 

Fortran /‘fo:treen/ noun (also FORTRAN) com- 


putes language used esp. for scientific calcula- 


pores /‘fo:tris/ noun fortified building or 
own. 


fortuitous /fo:'tju:ttas/ adjective ha i 
tju: ippening b; 
chance. O fortuitously adverb. fortüktousness 
noun. fortuity noun (plural -ies). 


fortunate /fo:tfənət/ adjective 1 
cious. o fortunately pias lucky, auspi- 
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m auspicious, blessed, favourable, happy, luck 
opportune, propitious, prosperous, providentia}. 
timely. A 


fortune /‘fo:t{(e)n/ noun 1 chance or luck in 


human affairs. 2 person’s destiny. 3 Prosperity 
wealth. 4 colloquial large sum of money, 
u fortune-teller person claiming to foretell One's 
destiny. 

a 1 accident, chance, destiny, fate, fortuity, luck 
providence. 2 destiny, fate, Buddhism & Hinduism 
karma, kismet, lot. 3 affluence, assets, estate, 
holdings, inheritance, means, money, opulence, 
possessions, property, prosperity, riches, 
treasure, wealth. 4 colloquial millions, colloquial 
packet, colloquial pile. ū fortune-teller 
clairvoyant, crystal-gazer, oracle, palmist, Prophet, 
seer, soothsayer, colloquial usually derogatory or 
jocular stargazer. 


forty /'fo:tr/ adjective & noun (plural -ies) four 


times ten. o forty winks colloquial short sleep. 
o fortieth adjective & noun. 
forum /'fo:ram/ noun 1 place of or meeting for 
public discussion. 2 court, tribunal. 
forward /'fo:wəd/ adjective 1 onward; towards 
front. 2 bold; precocious; presumptuous. 3 relat- 
ing to the future. 4 well advanced. enoun 
attacking player in football etc. oadverb 1 to 
front; into prominence. 2 so as to make progress. 
3 towards future. 4 forwards. Overb 1 send 
(letter etc.) on; dispatch. 2 help to advance; 
promote. o forwardness noun. ; 
u adjective 1 advancing, front, frontal, leading, 
onward, progressive. 2 advanced, assertive, bold, 
brazen, cheeky, confident, familiar, colloquial 
fresh, impertinent, impudent, insolent, 
overconfident, precocious, presumptuous, 
colloquial pushy, shameless, uninhibited. 3 
advance, early, forward-looking, future. 4 well 
advanced, well developed. © verb 1 dispatch, 
expedite, post on, send, send on, ship, transmit, 
transport. 2 accelerate, advance, encourage, 
facilitate, foster, further, give a helping hand to, 
hasten, help along, lend a helping hand to, 
promote, speed up, support. 


forwards adverb in direction one is facing. 

forwent past of FORGO. 

fossil /'fos(ə)1/ noun 1 remains or impression of 
(usually prehistoric) plant or animal hardened 
in rock. 2 colloquial antiquated or unchanging 
person or thing. © adjective of or like foss 
o fossil fuel natural fuel extracted from ground. 
o fossilize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing). fossil- 
ization noun. 

foster /‘fosta/ verb 1 promote growth of. 2 
encourage or harbour (feeling). 3 bring UP 
(another's child). 4 assign as foster child. 
@ adjective related by or concerned with 
tering. 

u verb 1, 2 advance, cultivate, encourage, further 

harbour, help, nurture, promote, stimulate. 3 

adopt, bring up, care for, look after, maintain, 

nourish, nurse, raise, rear, take care of. 


fought past & past participle of FIGHT. 
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foul /favl/ adjective 1 offensive to the senses; 
loathsome, stinking. 2 dirty, soiled. 3 colloquial 
awful. 4 noxious. 5 morally offensive; obscene. 
6 unfair, against rules. 7 (of weather) rough. 8 
entangled. © noun 1 foul blow or play. 2entangle- 
ment. @adverb unfairly. overb 1 make or 
become foul. 2 commit foul on (player). 3 (often 
+ up) (cause to) become entangled or blocked. 
o foul-mouthed using obscene or offensive lan- 
guage. foul play 1 unfair play. 2 treacherous or 
violent act, esp. murder. u foully /‘faull1/ adverb. 
foulness noun. 
a adjective 1 bad, disagreeable, disgusting, fetid, 
hateful, loathsome, malodorous, mephitic, nasty, 
nauseating, nauseous, literary noisome, 
obnoxious, colloquial off, offensive, colloquial 
pongy, putrid, rank, repellent, repugnant, 
repulsive, revolting, rotten, sickening, smelly, 
squalid, stinking, vile. 2 see DIRTY adjective 1.4 
contaminated, impure, infected, mephitic, literary 
noisome, noxious, polluted. 5 ( foul crimes) 
abhorrent, abominable, atrocious, colloquial 
beastly, cruel, evil, monstrous, scandalous, 
shameful, vicious, vile, villainous, violent, wicked; 
( foul language) abusive, bawdy, blasphemous, 
coarse, derogatory common, crude, impolite, 
improper, indecent, insulting, licentious, obscene, 
offensive, rude, uncouth, vulgar. 6 against the 
rules, dishonest, forbidden, illegal, invalid, 
prohibited, unfair, unsportsmanlike. 7 foggy, rainy, 
rough, stormy, violent, windy. © noun 1 
infringement, violation. © verb 1 see DIRTY verb. 3 
(foul up) see MUDDLE verb 1. 


found' past and past participle of FIND. 

found? /faund/ verb 4 establish, originate. 2 lay 
base of. 3 base. o founder noun. 

u 1 begin, bring about, create, endow, erect, 

establish, fund, get going, inaugurate, initiate; 

institute, organize, originate, raise, set up, start. 3 

base, build, construct, erect, ground, rest, set. 


found? /faund/ verb 1 melt and mould (metal). 2 
fuse (materials for glass). 3 make thus. o founder 
noun. 


foundation /faun'de1f(e)n/ noun 1 solid ground 
or base under building. 2 (usually in plural) 
lowest part of building, usually below ground. 3 
basis; underlying principle. 4 establishing (esp. 
endowed institution). 5 base for cosmetics. 6 (in 
full foundation garment) woman’s supporting 
Undergarment. a foundation-stone 1 stone laid 
Ceremonially at founding of building. 2 basis. 
u 1,2 base, basis, bottom, footing, substructure, 
Underpinning. 3 basic principle, basis, element, 
essential, fundamental, origin, rudiments. 4 
beginning, endowment, establishment, founding, 
inauguration, initiation, institution, organizing, 
setting up, starting. 


founder /‘faunda/ verb 1 (of ship) fill with water 
TS sink: 2 (ofplan) fail. 3 (of horse) stumble, fall 


n 1 be wrecked, go down, sink. 2 abort, come to 
grief, fail, fall through, miscarry. 


foundling / ‘faundlm/ noun abandoned infant of 
Unknown parentage. 


foul | fractious 


foundry /‘faundri/ noun (plural -ies) workshop 
for casting metal. 


Pung) [faunt/ noun poetical source; spring; foun- 


fount? /font/ noun (also font) set of printing type 
of same size and face. 

fountain /‘fauntm/ noun 1 jet(s) of water as 
ornament or for drinking. 2 spring. 3 (often + 
of )source. o fountainhead source. fountain pen 
pen with reservoir or cartridge for ink. 

m 1 poetical fount, jet, spout, spray. 2 font, poetical 

fount, spring, well, well-spring. 3 poetical fount, 

fountainhead, source, well, well-spring. 


four /fo:/ adjective & noun 1 one more than three. 
2 4-oared boat. 3 its crew. o four-letter word 
short obscene word. four-poster bed with 4 posts 
supporting canopy. four-square adjective 1 
solidly based. 2 steady. eadverb resolutely. 
four-stroke (of internal-combustion engine) 
having power cycle completed in two 
up-and-down movements of piston. four-wheel 
drive drive acting on all 4 wheels of vehicle. 

fourfold adjective & adverb four times as much 
or many. 

foursome noun 1 group of4 people. 2 golfmatch 
between two pairs. 

fourteen /fo:'tim/ adjective & noun one more 
than thirteen. o fourteenth adjective & noun. 

fourth /fo:0/ adjective & noun 4 next after third. 
2 any of four equal parts of thing. o fourthly 
adverb. 

fowl /favl/ noun (plural same or -s) 4 chicken 
kept for eggs and meat. 2 poultry as food. 

fox noun 1 wild canine animal with red or grey 
fur and bushy tail. 2 its fur. 3 crafty person. 
© verb deceive; puzzle. a foxglove tall plant with 
purple or white flowers. foxhole hole in ground 
as shelter etc. in battle. foxhound hound bred 
to hunt foxes. fox-hunting hunting foxes with 
hounds. fox-terrier small short-haired terrier. 
foxtrot ballroom dance with slow and quick 
steps. o foxlike adjective. 

foxy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 foxlike. 2 sly, 
cunning. 3 reddish-brown. o foxily adverb. 

foyer /'forer/ noun entrance hall in hotel, theatre, 
etc. 


| m ante-room, entrance, entrance hall, hall, lobby, 
reception. 


FPA abbreviation Family Planning Association. 

Fr. abbreviation 1 Father. 2 French. 

fr. abbreviation franc(s). 

fracas /‘freka:/ noun (plural same /-ka:z/) 
noisy quarrel. 


fraction /‘frekJ(e)n/ noun 1 part of whole 
number. 2 small part, amount, etc. 3 portion of 
mixture obtainable by distillation etc. o frac- 
tional adjective. fractionally adverb. 


| a 2division, part, portion, section, subdivision. 


fractious /'frækfəs/ adjective irritable, 
peevish. 


fracture | fraud 


'fræktfa/ noun breakage, esp. of bone. 
toc Helis ay fracture in; suffer fracture. 
u noun break, breakage, chip, cleavage, cleft, 
crack, fissure, rift, rupture, split. © verb breach, 
break, chip, literary cleave, crack, rupture, 
separate, split. 


fragile /‘freed3atl/ adjective 1 easily broken. 2 
delicate. o fragility /fra'd3ul-/ noun. 


Pai 


fragment noun [freegment/ 1 part broken off. 2 
incomplete part. 3 remains or unfinished portion 
of book etc. © verb /freeg'ment/ break into frag- 
ments. ofragmental /'men-/ adjective. frag- 
mentary adjective. fragmentation noun. 

u noun 4, 2 atom, bit, chip, crumb, morsel, part, 

particle, piece, portion, remnant, scrap, shard, 

shiver, shred, sliver, snatch, snippet, speck; 

(fragments) debris, remains, smithereens. © verb 

see BREAK verb 1. o fragmentary bitty, broken, 

disconnected, disintegrated, disjointed, 
fragmented, imperfect, in bits, incoherent, 
incomplete, in fragments, partial, scattered, 
scrappy, colloquial sketchy, uncoordinated. 


fragrance /‘freigrans/ noun 1 sweetness of 
smell. 2 sweet scent. 


u aroma, bouquet, nose (of wine), odour, 
perfume, redolence, scent, smell. 


fragrant adjective sweet-smelling. 


@ aromatic, odoriferous, odorous, perfumed, 
| redolent, scented, sweet-smelling. 
frail adjective1 fragile, delicate. 2 in weak health. 
3 morally weak. o frailly /‘fremli/ adverb. frail- 
ness noun. 
B 1 breakable, brittle, dainty, delicate, flimsy, 
fragile, insubstantial, light, puny, rickety, slight, 
thin, unsound, unsteady, weedy. 2 see ILL 
adjective 1.3 susceptible, vulnerable, weak. 


frailty noun (plural -ies) 4 frail quality. 2 weak- 
ness, foible. 


frame noun 1 case or border enclosing picture 
etc. 2 supporting structure. 3 (in plural) struc- 
ture of spectacles holding lenses. 4 build of 
person or animal. 5 framework; construction. 6 
(in full frame of mind) temporary state. 7 single 
picture on photographic film. 8 (in snooker etc.) 
triangular structure for positioning balls. 9 (in 
snooker etc.) round of play. 10 glazed structure 
to protect plants. © verb (-ming) 4 set in frame. 2 
serve as frame for. 3 construct; devise. 4 (+ to, 
into) adapt, fit. 5 slang concoct false charge ete. 
against. 6 articulate (words). o frame-up slang 
conspiracy to convict innocent person. frame- 
work 1 essential supporting structure. 2 basic 
system. 
m noun 1 border, case, casing, edge, edging, 
mount, mounting. 2 bodywork, chassis, 
construction, framework, scaffolding, shell, 
skeleton, structure. 5 see FRAMEWORK. 6 (frame 
of mind) see ATTITUDE 1,2. © verb 1, 2 box in, 
enclose, mount, set off, surround. 3 see COMPOSE 
2. o framework 1 bare bones, frame, shell, 
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skeleton, structure, support, trellis. 2 frame, 
outline, plan, structure, system. 


franc noun French, Belgian, Swiss, etc. unit of 
currency. 

franchise /'frentfaiz/ noun 1 right to vote, 2 
citizenship. 3 authorization to sell company’s 
goods etc. in particular area. 4 right granted to 
person or corporation. Overb (-sing) grant 
franchise to. 


Franciscan /fræn'sıskən/ adjective of (order of) 
St Francis. © noun Franciscan friar or nun. 


frangible /‘freen(d)31b(e)l/ adjective breakable, 
fragile. 

franglais |‘fra gler) noun French with many 
English words and idioms. [French] 


Frank noun member of Germanic people that 
conquered Gaul in 6th c. o Frankish adjective. 


frank adjective 1 candid, outspoken. 2 undis- 
guised. 3 open. © verb mark (letter etc.) to record 
payment of postage. © noun franking signature 
or mark. o frankly adverb. frankness noun. 
a adjective 1 blunt, candid, direct, downright, 
explicit, forthright, heart-to-heart, open, 
outspoken, plain, plain-spoken, straightforward, 
straight from the heart. 2 open, outright, revealing, 
unconcealed, undisguised, unreserved. 3 
genuine, honest, ingenuous, open, sincere, 
straightforward, trustworthy, truthful. 


frankfurter /‘freenkfs:ta/ moun seasoned 
smoked sausage. 


frankincense /'‘frenkinsens/ noun aromatic 
gum resin burnt as incense. 

frantic /‘freentik/ adjective 1 wildly excited; 
frenzied. 2 (of activity, action, etc.) hurried, 
anxious; desperate, violent. 3 colloquial extreme. 
o frantically adverb. 

u 1 agitated, anxious, berserk, beside oneself, 

crazy, delirious, demented, deranged, desperate, 

distraught, excitable, feverish, frenetic, frenzied, 

hysterical, colloquial mad, overwrought, panicky, 

rabid, uncontrollable, wild, worked up. 2 anxious, 

desperate, fraught, frenetic, frenzied, furious, 

hectic, hurried, violent, wild. 


fraternal /frə'ts:n(ə)l/ adjective 1 of brothers, 
brotherly. 2 comradely. o fraternally adverb. 


fraternity /fra'ts:niti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 reli- 
gious brotherhood. 2 group with common inter- 
ests or of same professional class. 3 US male 
students’ society. 4 brotherliness. 


fraternize /'frætənaız/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) (often + with) associate, make friends, esp- 
with enemy etc. o fraternization noun. 

fratricide /‘fretrisaid/ noun 1 killing of one's 
brother or sister. 2 person who does this. 0 frat- 
ricidal /-'sard(ə)l/ adjective. 

Frau /frav/ noun (plural Frauen /'fravan/) title 
used of or to married or widowed German 
speaking woman. 

fraud /fro:d/ noun 4 criminal deception. 2 dis- 
honest trick. 3 impostor. 


fee 
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a 4 cheating, chicanery, deceit, deception, 
dishonesty, double-dealing, duplicity, forgery, 
imposture, pretence, sharp practice, trickery. 2 
con-trick, counterfeit, deception, fake, forgery, 
hoax, imposture, put-up job, ruse, sham, swindle, 
trick. 3 charlatan, cheat, con man, hoaxer, 
humbug, impostor, mountebank, colloquial 
phoney, quack, rogue, scoundrel, swindler. 


fraudulent /‘fro:djolent/ adjective of, involving, 
or guilty of fraud. o fraudulence noun. fraudu- 
lently adverb. - 
a slang bent, bogus, cheating, corrupt, 
counterfeit, criminal, colloquial crooked, 
deceitful, devious, dirty, dishonest, 
double-dealing, duplicitous, fake, false, forged, 
illegal, lying, colloquial phoney, sham, specious, 
swindling, underhand, unscrupulous. 


fraught /fra:t/ adjective 1 (+ with) filled or 
attended with (danger etc.). 2 distressing; tense. 


Fraulein /'frolam/ noun: title used of or to 
unmarried German-speaking woman. 


fray' verb 1 (often as frayed adjective) wear or 
become worn; unravel at edge. 2 (esp. as frayed 
adjective) (of nerves) become strained. 


a 1 (frayed) ragged, rough-edged, shabby, 
tattered, colloquial tatty, threadbare, torn, 
unravelled, worn. 


fray’ noun 1 fight, conflict. 2 brawl. 
u 1 see FIGHT noun 1.2 brawl, commotion, 
disturbance, fracas, mélée, quarrel, colloquial 
rumpus. 


frazzle /'fræz(ə)l/ colloquial noun worn, 
exhausted, or shrivelled state. © verb (-ling) 
(usually as frazzled adjective) wear out; exhaust. 


freak noun 1 monstrosity; abnormal person or 
thing. 2 abnormal occurrence. 3 colloquial 
unconventional person. 4 colloquial fanatic of 
specified kind. © verb (often + out) colloquial 4 
makeor become very angry. 2 (cause to) undergo 
esp. drug-induced hallucinations or strong emo- 
tional experience. o freakish adjective. freaky 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 

mū noun 1 aberration, abnormality, abortion, 

anomaly, curiosity, deformity, irregularity, 

monster, monstrosity, mutant, oddity, quirk, rarity, 

variant. 2 ( freak storm) aberrant, abnormal, 

anomalous, atypical, bizarre, exceptional, 

extraordinary, freakish, odd, peculiar, queer, rare, 

unaccountable, unforeseeable, unpredictable, 

unusual, colloquial weird. 4 see FANATIC NOUN. 


freckle ['frek(ə)l/noun light brown spoton skin. 
verb (-ling) (usually as freckled adjective) spot 


or be spotted wi i 
(lentes with freckles. o freckly adjective 


is adjective (freer /'fri:ə/, freest /‘fri:1st/) 1 not 
politieg having personal rights and social and 
anes liberty. 2 autonomous; democratic. 3 
con cted, not confined. 4 (+ of, from or in 
an Be exempt from. 5 (+ of, from or in 
0) ination) not containing or subject to. 6 (+ to 
Permitted, at liberty to. 7 costing nothing. 8 


fraudulent | freedom 


available, not occupied. 9 clear of engagements 
or obligations. 10 clear of obstructions. 11 spon- 
taneous. 12 lavish, unreserved. 13 (of 
translation) not literal. @adverb 1 freely. 2 
without cost. © verb (frees, freed) 1 make free, 
liberate. 2 disentangle. ufor free colloquial 
gratis. free and easy informal. freeboard part of 
ship's side between waterline and deck. free- 
booter pirate. freeborn inheriting citizen’s 
rights. Free Church Nonconformist Church. 
free enterprise freedom of private business from 
State control. free fall movement under force of 
gravity only. free-for-all 1 spontaneous fight 
involving number of people. 2 unrestricted dis- 
cussion. free hand liberty to act at one’s own 
discretion. freehand @ adjective (of drawing) 
done without ruler, compasses, etc. © adverb in 
a freehand way. free house public house not con- 
trolled by brewery. freeloader slang sponger. 
freeman holder of freedom of city etc. free port 
port without customs duties, or open to all 
traders. free-range 1 (of hens etc.) roaming 
freely. 2 (of eggs) produced by such hens. free 
spirit independent or uninhibited person. 
free-standing not supported by another struc- 
ture. freestyle 1 swimming race in which any 
stroke may be used. 2 wrestling allowing almost 
any hold. freethinker /-'6mke/ person who 
rejects dogma, esp. in religious belief. freethink- 
ing noun & adjective. free trade trade without 
import restrictions etc. freeway US motorway. 
freewheel 1 ride bicycle with pedals at rest. 2 
act without constraint. free will power of acting 
independently of fate or without coercion. 
m adjective 1 at liberty, emancipated, freeborn, 
liberated, released, unchained, unfettered, 
unshackled. 2 autonomous, democratic, 
independent, self-governing, sovereign. 3 at large, 
at liberty, loose, unconfined, unconstrained, 
unencumbered, unfixed, unrestrained, 
unrestricted, untrammelled. 6 able, allowed, at 
liberty, permitted. 7 complimentary, gratis, without 
charge. 8 available, empty, uninhabited, 
unoccupied, vacant. 9 at leisure, idle, 
independent, not working, uncommitted. 10 
accessible, clear, open, permitted, unhindered, 
unimpeded, unrestricted. 11 spontaneous, 
unasked-for, unsolicited. 12 poetical bounteous, 
charitable, generous, lavish, liberal, munificent, 
ready, unstinting, willing. © verb 1 absolve, acquit, 
clear, deliver, discharge, emancipate, enfranchise, 
formal exculpate, exonerate, let go, let off, let out, 
liberate, loose, make free, pardon, parole, ransom, 
release, reprieve, rescue, save, set free, spare, 
turn loose, unchain, unfetter, unleash, unlock, 
unloose. 2 clear, disengage, disentangle, extricate, 
loose, unbind, undo, unknot, untie. o free and 
easy see INFORMAL 1. 


freebie /‘fri:bi/ noun colloquial thing given free 
of charge. 


freedom noun 1 being free. 2 personal or civil 
liberty. 3 (often + to) liberty of action. 4 (+ from) 
exemption from. 5 (+ of) honorary membership 
or citizenship of. 6 (+ of) unrestricted use of 
(house etc.). 0 freedom fighter person who vio- 
lently resists established political system. 


freehold | fret 


4, 2. autonomy, deliverance, emancipation, 
wetependence: liberation, liberty, release, 
self-determination, self-government, sovereignty. 
3 ability, carte blanche, discretion, free hand, 
latitude, leeway, leisure, licence, opportunity, 
permission, power, privilege, right, scope. 4 
exemption, immunity. 


freehold noun 1 complete ownership of prop- 
erty for unlimited period. 2 such property. 
o freeholder noun. 

freelance noun person working for no fixed 
employer. @ verb work as freelance. © adverb as 
freelance. 

Freemason /'fri:mers(ə)n/ noun member offra- 
ternity for mutual help with secret rituals. 
o Freemasonry noun. 

freesia /'fri:zjəą/ noun fragrant flowering 
African bulb. 

freeze verb (-zing; past froze; past participle 
frozen /'frəvz(ə)n/) 1 turn into ice or other solid 
by cold. 2 make or become rigid from cold. 3 (esp. 
as freezing adjective) be or feel very cold. 4 cover 
or be covered with ice. 5 refrigerate below freez- 
ing point. 6 make or become motionless. 7 (as 
frozen adjective) devoid of emotion. 8 make 
(assets etc.) unrealizable. 9 fix (prices etc.) at 
certain level. 10 stop (movement in film). @ noun 
1 period or state of frost. 2 price-fixing etc. 3 (in 
full freeze-frame) still film-shot. o freeze-dry 
preserve (food) by freezing and then drying in 
vacuum. freeze up obstruct or be obstructed by 
ice. freeze-up noun period ofextreme cold. freez- 
ing point temperature at which liquid freezes. 

m verb 1 become ice, become solid, congeal, 

harden, solidify, stiffen. 2 chill, cool, make cold, 

numb. 3 (freezing) see COLD adjective 1:3. 4ice 

over, ice up. 5 chill, deep-freeze, ice, refrigerate. 6 

fix, hold, immobilize, keep still, paralyse, peg, 

petrify, stand still, stick, stop. 10 fix, hold, stop. 


freezer noun refrigerated cabinet for preserv- 
ing food in frozen state. 


freight /frert/ noun transport of goods. 2 goods 
transported. 3 charge for transport of goods. 

@ 1 consignment, shipment, shipping, transport. 2 

Cargo, consignment, goods, haul, load, 

merchandise, payload, shipment. 


freighter noun ship 
freight. 


French adjective of France or its people or lan- 
guage. @ noun 1 French language. 2 (the French) 
(treated as plural) the French people. o French 
bean kidney or haricot bean as unripe pods or as 
ripe seeds. French bread long crisp loaf. French 
dressing salad dressing of oil and vinegar. 
French fried potatoes, French fries chips. 
French horn coiled brass wind instrument. 
French letter colloquial condom. Frenchman, 
Frenchwoman native or national of France. 
Frenchi polish out shellac polish for wood. 

rench-polish verb. French windo 

in outside wall. Eme door 


frenetic /frə'netık/ adjective frantic, frenzi 
o frenetically adverb. Aann 


or aircraft for carrying 
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frenzy /'frenzı/ noun (plural -ies) wild excite- 
ment or fury. © verb (-ies, -ied) (usually as fre 
zied adjective) drive to frenzy. ofrenzi edly 
adverb. 

m noun agitation, delirium, derangement, 

excitement, fever, fit, fury, hysteria, insanity, 

lunacy, madness, mania, outburst, paroxysm, 

passion, turmoil. 


frequency /‘fri:kwenst/ noun (plural -ies) 4 
commonness of occurrence. 2 frequent occur- 
rence. 3 rate of recurrence (of vibration etc.), 
o frequency modulation Electronics modula- 
tion by varying carrier-wave frequency. 


frequent adjective /‘fri:kwont/ 1 occ 
often or in close succession. 2 habitual. © verb 
/frrkwent/ go to habitually. o frequenter 
/frr'kwenta/noun. frequently /'frrkwəntly/ 
adverb. 
m adjective 1 common, continual, countless, 
incessant, innumerable, many, numerous, 
persistent, recurrent, recurring, regular, 
reiterative, repeated. 2 constant, customary, 
everyday, familiar, habitual, normal, ordinary, 
regular, usual. @ verb see HAUNT verb 1,2. 


fresco /‘freskau/ noun (plural -s) painting in 
watercolour on fresh plaster. 


fresh adjective 1 newly made or obtained. 2 
other, different; new, additional. 3 (+ from) lately 
arrived from. 4 not stale or faded. 5 (of food) not 
preserved. 6 (of water) not salty. 7 pure, 
refreshing. 8 (of wind) brisk. 9 colloquial cheeky. 
10 colloquial amorously impudent. 11 alert. 12 
inexperienced. adverb newly, recently. 
Ofreshwater (of fish etc.) not of the sea. 
o freshly adverb. freshness noun. 

u adjective 1 just arrived, (the) latest, new, newly 

gathered, recent, up-to-date. 2 additional, 

alternative, different, extra, new, supplementary, 
unfamiliar. 4 ( fresh sheets) clean, crisp, 
laundered, untouched, unused, washed; ( fresh 
colours) bright, clean, glowing, just painted, 

renewed, restored, sparkling, unfaded, vivid. 5 

healthy, natural, newly gathered, unprocessed, 

untreated, wholesome. 6 drinkable, potable, 
sweet. 7 airy, circulating, clear, cool, invigorating, 
pure, refreshing, uncontaminated, unpolluted, 
ventilated. 8 bracing, breezy, brisk, invigorating, 
moderate, sharp, stiff, strongish. 11 alert, 
energetic, healthy, invigorated, lively, perky, 
rested, revived, sprightly, spry, tingling, vigorous, 
vital. 12 callow, green, inexperienced, naive, raw, 
unsophisticated, untried, wet behind the ears. 


freshen verb 1 make or become fresh. 2 (+ up) 
wash, tidy oneself, etc. 3 revive. £ 

freshernouncolloquial first-year studentatuni- 
versity or (US) high school. 

freshet /‘frefit/ noun 1 rush of fresh water into 
sea. 2 river flood. 

freshman /‘fresmen/ noun fresher. 

fret! verb (-tt-) 1 be worried or distressed. 2make 
anxious, irritate. emoun worry, vexation: 


O fretful adjective. fretfully adverb. fretfulness 
noun, 
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onize, be anxious, brood, lose sleep, 
r er oe ANNOY 1. o fretful anxious, 
wotrassed, disturbed, edgy, irritable, irritated, 
coll quialjittery, peevish, petulant, restless, testy, 


touchy, worried. 


noun ornamental pattern of straight lines 
hee usually at right angles. © verb (-tt-) adorn 
with fret etc. a fretsaw narrow saw on frame 
for cutting thin wood in patterns. fretwork work 
done with fretsaw. 

fret? noun bar or ridge on finger-board of guitar 
etc. 

Freudian /‘froidian/ adjective of Freud's theor- 
ies or method of psychoanalysis. © noun follower 
of Freud. o Freudian slip unintentional verbal 
error revealing subconscious feelings. 

Fri. abbreviation Friday. 

friable /‘frarab(2)l/ adjective easily crumbled. 
o friability noun. 

friar /'fraro/ noun member of male non-enclosed 
religious order. o friar’s balsam type of inhal- 
ant. 

friary /‘frarert/ noun (plural -ies) monastery for 
friars. 

fricassee /‘frikeser/ noun pieces of meat in 
thick sauce. overb (fricassees, fricasseed) 
make fricassee of. 

fricative /‘frikatrv/ adjective sounded by fric- 
tion of breath in narrow opening: @ moun such 
consonant (e.g. f, th). 

friction /‘frikf(e)n/ noun 1 rubbing of one object 
against another. 2 resistance so encountered. 3 


gent of wills, opinions, etc. o frictional adjec- 
tive. 


a1 abrasion, attrition, chafing, fretting, grating, 
rubbing, scraping. 3 see CONFLICT moun 2. 


Friday /'frarder/ noun day of week followi 
Thursday. y ae 


fridge noun colloquial refrigerator. 
Ufridge-freezer combined refrigerator and 
freezer. 


friend /frend/ noun 1 supportive and respected 
associate, esp. one for whom affection is felt. 2 
ally 3kind person. 4 person already mentioned. 
(Friend) Quaker. o friendless adjective. friend- 
lessness noun. 

nī 1 acquaintance, associate, boyfriend, colloquial 

buddy, colloquial chum, companion, comrade, 

lear idant(e), often derogatory crony, girlfriend, 

playin mate, colloquial pal, partner, penfriend, 

hice am playmate, supporter, well-wisher. 2 see 

tea he riendless abandoned, alienated, alone, 

rted, estranged, forlorn, forsaken, isolated, 


lonely, ostracized 
: , Shunned, i , 
Unattached, unloved, ed, shut out, solitary, 


fri 7 
Zot adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 outgoing, kindly. 
User-frien ne”) on amicable terms; not hostile. 3 
ae @noun (plural -ies) friendly 
fiendy —_ endly not harming, helping. 
rather a atch match played for enjoyment 
an competition. Friendly Society 


fret | frightful 


Society for insuran against si 

O friendliness noun. = ieee 
m adjective 1,2 accessible, affabl i 
agreeable, amiable, amicable, Ea 
attached, benevolent, benign, colloquial chummy, 
civil, close, clubbable, companionable, $ 
compatible, comradely, conciliatory, congenial, 
convivial, cordial, demonstrative, expansive, 
familiar, favourable, genial, good-natured, 4 
gracious, helpful, hospitable, intimate, kind, 
kind-hearted, kindly, likeable, loving, matey, 
neighbourly, outgoing, colloquial pally, sociable, 
sympathetic, tender, colloquial thick, warm, 
welcoming, well disposed. 3 accessible, helpful. 
n friendliness benevolence, camaraderie, 
conviviality, devotion, esteem, familiarity, 
goodwill, helpfulness, hospitality, kindness, 
neighbourliness, regard, sociability, warmth. 


friendship noun friendly relationship or 
feeling. 

a affection, alliance, amity, association, 

attachment, closeness, comradeship, fellowship, 

fondness, friendliness, harmony, intimacy, love, 

rapport, colloquial relationship. 


frier = FRYER. 


Friesian /‘fri:zien/ noun one of breed of black 
and white dairy cattle. @ adjective of Friesians. 


frieze /fri:z/ noun 1 part of entablature, often 
filled with sculpture, between architrave and 
cornice. 2 band of decoration, esp. at top of wall. 


frigate /‘frigit/ noun naval escort-vessel. 


fright /frart/ noun 1 sudden or extreme fear. 2 
instance of this. 3 grotesque-looking person or 
thing. o take fright become frightened. 

u 1 alarm, apprehension, consternation, dismay, 

dread, fear, horror, panic, terror, trepidation. 2 jolt, 

scare, shock, surprise. 


frighten verb 1 fill with fright. 2 (+ away, off, out 
of, into) drive by fright. u frightened adjective. 
frightening adjective. frighteningly adverb. 
a 1 agitate, alarm, appal, cow, make (person's) 
blood curdle, daunt, dismay, distress, horrify, 
intimidate, make afraid, menace, panic, petrify, 
colloquial put the wind up, scare, colloquial scare 
stiff, shake, shock, startle, terrify, terrorize, 
threaten, traumatize, tyrannize, unnerve, upset. 2 
browbeat, bully, intimidate, menace, scare, terrify. 
o frightened afraid, aghast, alarmed, anxious, 
appalled, apprehensive, colloquial chicken, 
cowardly, craven, daunted, fearful, harrowed, 
horrified, horror-struck, panicky, panic-stricken, 
petrified, scared, shocked, terrified, 
terror-stricken, trembling, unnerved, upset, — 
colloquial windy. frightening alarming, appalling, 
blood-curdling, colloquial creepy, daunting, dire, 
dreadful, eerie, fearful, fearsome, formidable, : 
ghostly, grim, hair-raising, horrifying, intimidating, 
petrifying, colloquial scary, sinister, 
spine-chilling, colloquial spooky, terrifying, 
traumatic, uncanny, unnerving, upsetting, weird, 
worrying. 


tful adjective 1 dreadful, shocking. 2 ugly. 
pe hart bad. 4 colloquial extreme. 


frigid | frost 


a frightfully adverb. frightfulness noun. 
u 1, 2 colloquial awful, ghastly, grisly, gruesome, 
harrowing, hideous, horrible, horrid, horrific, 

macabre, shocking, terrible. 3, 4 see BAD 2. 


igid /'frıdzıd/ adjective 1 unfriendly, cold. 2 (of 

mae oa unresponsive. 3 cold. o frigid- 
ity /-'d31d-/ noun. 

frill noun 1 ornamental edging of gathered or 
pleated material. 2 (in plural) unnecessary 
embellishments. e@verb (usually as frilled 
adjective) decorate with frill. o frilly adjective 
(-ier, -iest). 

fringe noun 1 border of tassels or loose threads. 
2 front hair cut to hang over forehead. 3 outer 
limit. 4 unimportant area or part. © verb (-ging) 
4 adorn with fringe. 2 serve as fringe to. o fringe 
benefit employee's benefit additional to salary. 

u noun 3 borders, boundary, edge, limits, 

historical marches, margin, outskirts, perimeter, 


periphery. 


frippery /'frpərı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 showy 
finery. 2 empty display. 3 (usually in plural) 
knick-knacks. 

frisk verb 1 leap or skip playfully. 2 slang search 
(person). © noun playful leap or skip. 

frisky adjective (-ier, -lest) lively, playful. 

u active, animated, coltish, frolicsome, 

high-spirited, jaunty, lively, perky, playful, skittish, 

spirited, sprightly. 


frisson|'fri:son/ noun emotional thrill. [French] 

fritillary /frrtdert/ noun (plural -ies) 1 plant 
with bell-like flowers. 2 butterfly with red and 
black chequered wings. 

fritter’ /‘frita/ verb (usually + away) waste trif- 
lingly. 


fritter? /‘frita/ noun fruit, meat, etc. coated in 
batter and fried. 

frivolous /‘friveles/ adjective 1 not serious, 
shallow, silly. 2 trifling. o frivolity /-'vol-/ noun 
(plural -ies). 

m 1 casual, childish, facetious, flighty, flip, flippant, 

foolish, irresponsible, jocular, joking, puerile, 

ridiculous, shallow, silly, stupid, superficial, 

unserious, vacuous. 2 inconsequential, 

Insignificant, minor, nugatory, paltry, petty, 

pointless, trifling, trivial, trumpery, unimportant, 

worthless. o frivolity childishness, 

facetiousness, flippancy, levity, 

light-heartedness, nonsense, playing about, 

silliness, triviality. 


frizz verb form (hair) into tight curls. © noun 
Plc State. o frizzy adjective(-ier, -iest). 
zzle /'frız(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 fry or cook 
sizzling noise. 2 (often + up) burn, shrivel. ah 
frizzle? /'frz(ə)l/ verb (-ling) & noun frizz. 
frock noun 1 woman's or girl’s dress. 2 monk’s 


or priest’s gown. o frock man’ a 
skirted coat. ae cia 


u 1 dress, gown, robe. 2 gown, robe. 


frog noun tailless leaping amphibian. o frog in 
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one’s throat colloquial phlegm in throat 

hinders speech. frogman underwater swimm t 

equipped with rubber suit and flippers, fron 

march hustle forward with arms pinned behind, 

frog-spawn frog’s eggs. 
frolic /'frolik/ verb (-ck-) play about merri 

@ noun merrymaking. errily. 
a verb caper, cavort, curvet, dance, frisk about, 
gambol, have fun, hop about, horse around, jump 
about, colloquial lark around, leap about, 
colloquial make whoopee, play about, prance, 
revel, romp, skip, skylark, sport. 


frolicsome adjective playful. 

from /frəm/ preposition: expressing separation or 
origin. 

fromage frais /froma:3 'fret/ noun type of soft 
cheese. 


frond noun leaflike part of fern or palm. 


front /frant/ noun 1 side or part most prominent 
or important, or nearer spectator or direction of 
motion. 2 line of battle; scene of actual fighting. 
3 organized political group. 4 demeanour. 5 
pretext; bluff. 6 person etc. as cover for subver- 
sive or illegal activities. 7 land along edge of sea 
or lake, esp. in town. 8 forward edge of advancing 
cold or warm air. 9 auditorium. 10 breast of 
garment. © adjective of or at front. © verb 1 (+ on, 
to, towards, etc.) have front facing or directed 
towards. 2 (+ for) slang act as front for. 3 (usually 
as fronted adjective) (+ with) provide with or 
have front. 4 lead (band, organization, etc.). 
Ofront bench seats in Parliament for leading 
members of government and opposition. front 
line foremost part of army or group under attack. 
front runner favourite in race etc. 
u noun 1 anterior, bow (of ship), façade, face, 
forefront, foreground, frontage, head, nose, 
obverse, van, vanguard. 2 battle area, dangerzone, 
frontline. 4 appearance, aspect, bearing, 
demeanour, expression, look, show. 5 blind, bluff, 
cover-up, disguise, mask, pretence, pretext, show. 
© adjective first, foremost, leading, most 
advanced. 


frontage noun 1 front of building. 2 land next 
to street, water, etc. 3 extent of front. 


frontal adjective 1 of or on front. 2 of forehead. 


| m 1 direct, facing, head-on, oncoming. 


frontier /‘frantie/ noun 1 border between coun- 
tries. 2 district on each side of this. 3 limits of 
attainment or knowledge in subject. 4 esp. US 
historical border between settled and unsettled 
country. oOfrontiersman,  frontierswoman 
noun. 

m 1, 2 border, borderline, boundary, bounds, limit, 

historical marches, pale. 3 bounds, limit(s). 


frontispiece /‘frantispi:s/ noun illustration 
facing title-page of book. 

frost noun 1 frozen dew or vapour. 2 tempera 
ture below freezing point. @ verb 1 (usu ) 
over, up) become covered with frost. 2 cover (a8 
with frost. 3 (usually as frosted adjective) 


roughen surface of (glass) to make opaque 
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u frostbite injury to body tissue due to freezing. 
frostbitten adjective. 

frosting noun icing for cakes. 

frosty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 cold or covered with 
frost. 2 unfriendly. 

froth noun 1 foam. 2 idle talk. o verb emit or 
gather froth. o frothy adjective (-ier, -iest). 


noun 1 bubbles, effervescence, foam, head (on 
| beer), lather, scum, spume, suds. 
frown verb 1 wrinkle brows, esp. in displeasure 


or concentration. 2 (+ at, on) disapprove of. 
o noun act of frowning; frowning look. 


m verb 1 colloquial give a dirty look, glare, glower, 
grimace, knit one's brow, look sullen, lour, lower, 
scowl. 2 ( frown on) see DISAPPROVE. 


frowsty /'fraustt/ adjective (-ier, -iest) fusty, 
stuffy. 

frowzy /'frauzi/ adjective (also frowsy) (-ier, 
-iest) 1 fusty. 2 slatternly, dingy. 

froze past of FREEZE. 

frozen past participle of FREEZE. 

FRS abbreviation Fellow of the Royal Society. 


fructify /‘fraktifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 bear fruit. 
2 make fruitful. 


fructose /'fraktauz/ noun sugar in fruits, 
honey, etc. 

frugal /'fru:g(ə)l/ adjective 1 sparing. 2 meagre. 
o frugality /-'gæl-/ noun. frugally adverb. 

fruit /fru:t/ noun 1 seed-bearing part of plant or 
tree. 2 this as food. 3 (usually in plural) products; 
profits, rewards. © verb bear fruit. u fruit cake 
cake containing dried fruit. fruit cocktail diced 
fruit salad. fruit machine coin-operated gam- 
bling machine. fruit salad dessert of mixed 
fruit. fruit sugar fructose. 

fruiterer /‘fru:tara/ noun dealer in fruit. 

fruitful adjective 1 productive. 2 successful. 
O fruitfully adverb. fruitfulness noun. 

u 1 abundant, poetical bounteous, bountiful, 

Copious, fecund, fertile, flourishing, luxurious, 

literary plenteous, productive, profuse, prolific, 

rich. 2 advantageous, beneficial, effective, gainful, 

profitable, rewarding, successful, useful, well 

Spent, worthwhile. 


fruition /fru:'1f(e)n/ noun realization of aims or 
hopes. 


fruitless adjective 1 not bearing fruit. 2 useless, 
unsuccessful. o fruitlessly adverb. 

u 1 barren, sterile, unfruitful, unproductive. 2 
abortive, archaic bootless, disappointing, futile, 
ineffective, ineffectual, pointless, profitless, 
unavailing, unprofitable, unrewarding, 
Unsuccessful, useless, vain. 


Trea adjective Cier, -iest) 1 of or resembling 
~it. & (of voice) deep and rich. 3 colloquia. 
slightly indecent. x 
frump noun dowdy woman. o frumpish adjec- 
i twe. frumpy adjective (-ier, -iest). 

rustrate /fras'treit/ verb (-ting) 1 make 


frosting | fulfil 


(efforts) ineffective. 2 prevent from achieving 
purpose. 3 (as frustrated adjective) discontented; 
unfulfilled. o frustrating adjective. frustratingly 
adverb. frustration noun. 
1 counteract, negate, neutralize, nullify. 2 baffle, 
baulk, block, check, circumvent, defeat, 
disappoint, discourage, foil, halt, hamstring, 
hinder, impede, inhibit, prevent, stop, stymie, 
thwart. 3 (frustrated) disappointed, embittered, 
loveless, lovesick, resentful, thwarted, unfulfilled, 
unsatisfied. 


fry' verb (fries, fried) cook in hot fat. © noun fried 
food, esp. (usually fries) chips. o frying-pan 
shallow long-handled pan for frying. fry-up collo- 
quial fried bacon, eggs, etc. 
fry? plural noun young or freshly hatched fishes. 
fryernoun (also frier) 1 person who fries. 2 vessel 
for frying esp. fish. 
ft abbreviation foot, feet. 
FT-SE abbreviation Financial Times Stock 
Exchange (100 share index). 
fuchsia /'fju:fə/ noun shrub with drooping 
flowers. 
fuddle /‘fad(e)l/ verb (-ling) confuse, esp. with 
alcohol. @ noun 1 confusion. 2 intoxication. 
fuddy-duddy /'fadıdadı/ colloquial adjective 
fussy, old-fashioned. © noun (plural -ies) such 
person. 
fudge noun 1 soft toffee-like sweet. 2 faking. 
© verb (-ging) make or do clumsily or dishon- 
estly; fake. 
fuel /‘fju:el/ noun 1 material for burning or as 
source of heat, power, or nuclear energy. 2 thing 
that sustains or inflames passion etc. © verb (-Il-; 
US -l-) 1 supply with fuel. 2 inflame (feeling). 
m verb 1 stoke up, supply with fuel. 2 encourage, 
feed, inflame, keep going, nourish, stimulate, 
sustain. 


fug noun colloquial stuffy atmosphere. o fuggy 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 


fugitive /‘fju:dsitrv/ noun (often + from) person 


who flees. © adjective 1 fleeing. 2 transient, fleet- 


ing. 
m noun Military deserter, escapee, escaper, 
refugee, renegade, runaway. © adjective 2 see 
TRANSIENT. 


fugue /fju:g/ noun piece of music in which short 
melody or phrase is introduced by one part and 
developed by others. o fugal adjective. 

fulcrum /‘falkram/ noun (plural-s or-cra) point 
on which lever is supported. 

fulfil /fol'fd/ verb (US fulfill) (-Il-) 1 carry out. 2 
satisfy. 3 (as fulfilled adjective) completely 
happy. 4 (fulfil oneself) realize one’s potential. 
o fulfilment noun. 

m 1 accomplish, achieve, bring about, bring off, 

carry off, carry out, complete, consummate, 

discharge, do, effect, effectuate, execute, 

implement, make come true, perform, realize. 2 

answer, comply with, conform to, meet, obey, 

respond to, satisfy. 


full | fun 


fol/ adjective 1 holding all it can. 2 replete. 3 
fu dant- satisfying 4 (+ of having abundance 
of, 5 (+ of) engrossed in. 6 complete, perfect. 7 
utmost. 8 resonant. 9 plump. 10 (of clothes) 
ample. @ adverb 1 quite. 2 exactly. o full back 
defensive player near goal in football etc. 
full-blooded 1 vigorous, sensual. 2 not hybrid. 
full-blown fully developed. full board provision 
of bed and all meals. full-bodied rich in quality, 
tone, etc. full frontal 1 (of nude) fully exposed at 
front. 2 explicit. full-grown grown to maturity. 
full house 1 maximum attendance at theatre etc. 
2 hand in poker with 3 of a kind and a pair. 
full-length 1 of normal length, not shortened. 2 
(of portrait) showing whole figure. full moon 
moon with whole disc illuminated. full stop 1 
punctuation mark (.) at end of sentence etc. (see 
panel). 2 complete cessation. full term comple- 
tion of normal pregnancy. full-time © adjective 
for or during whole of working week. © adverb 
on full-time basis. o fullness noun. 
n adjective 1 brimming, bursting, chock-a-block, 
chock-full, congested, crammed, crowded, filled, 
jammed, colloquial jam-packed, loaded, 
overflowing, packed, replete, solid, stuffed, 
topped-up, well filled, well stocked, well supplied. 
2 gorged, replete, formal sated, satiated, satisfied, 
Stuffed, well fed. 3 abundant, comprehensive, 
copious, detailed, exhaustive, extensive, 
satisfying, thorough. 6 complete, entire, perfect, 
plenary (session), total, unabridged, uncensored, 
uncut, unedited, unexpurgated, whole. 7 extreme, 
greatest, highest, maximum, top, utmost. 9 ample, 
broad, buxom, fat, large, plump, rounded, 
voluptuous, well built. 10 ample, baggy, generous, 
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voluminous, wide. u full-grown adult, grown-u; 
mature, ready, ripe. S 


fully adverb 1 completely. 2 at least. 
fulmar /‘fulma/ noun kind of petrel. 


fulminate /‘fulmmeit/ verb (-ting) 4 critici 
loudly and forcibly. 2 explode, flash. o nine 
ation noun. 

fulsome /‘fulsom/ adjective excessive, cloying; 
insincere. o fulsomely adverb. > 


USAGE Fulsome is sometimes wrongly used to 
mean ‘generous’, as in fulsome praise, or ‘gener- 
ous with praise’, as in a fulsome tribute. 


fumble /'famb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 grope about. 2 
handle clumsily or nervously. © noun act of fum- 
bling. 


m verb 1 feel (about), grope, stumble. 2 grope at, 
handle awkwardly, mishandle, touch clumsily. 


fume noun (usually in plural) exuded smoke, 
gas, or vapour. © verb (-ming) 1 emit fumes, 2 
(often as fuming adjective) be very angry. 3 
subject (oak etc.) to fumes to darken. 
@ noun ( fumes) exhaust, fog, gases, pollution, 
smog, smoke, vapour. © verb 1 smoke, smoulder. 
2 (fuming) see ANGRY 1. 


fumigate /‘fju:migert/ verb (-ting) disinfect or 
purify with fumes. o fumigant noun. fumigation 
noun. fumigator noun. 

fun noun 1 playful amusement. 2 source of this. 
3 mockery. o funfair fair consisting of amuse- 
ments and sideshows. fun run colloquial spon- 


Full stop . 
This is used: 
1 atthe end ofa sentence, e.g. 


Iam going to the cinema tonight. 
The film begins at seven. 


The full stop is replaced by a question mark at the end of a question, and by an exclamation 


mark at the end of an exclamation. 


2 after-an abbreviation, e.g. 
H. G. Wells 
Ex. 6 (= Exercise 6) 
Full stops are not used with: 


P. 19 (= page 19) 


Sun. (= Sunday) 


a numerical abbreviations, e.g. Ist, 2nd, 15th, 23rd 


b acronyms, e.g. FIFA, NATO 


c abbreviations that are used as ordinary words, e.g. con, demo, recap 


d chemical symbols, e.g. Fe, K, HO 
Full stops are not essential for: 


a abbreviations consisting entirely of capitals, e.g. BBC, AD, BC, PLC 


b C (= Celsius), F (= Fahrenheit) 


c measures of length, weight, time, etc., except for in. (=inch), st. (= stone) 


d contractions (i.e. where the last letter is the same Dr, 
Revd (but note Rev.), Mr, Mrs, Mme, Mlle, St (= Saint) seme O a 


e certain other conventional abbreviations which are not directly related to the full word, €.8- 


Hants, Northants 


oer cescccccccccccccs 
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sored run for charity. make fun of, poke fun at 
ee sere clowning, diversion, 
enjoyment, entertainment, festivity, fooling 
around, frivolity, frolic, gaiety, games, high jinks, 
high spirits, horseplay, jocularity, jokes, joking, 
jollification, jollity, colloquial kicks, laughter, 
merriment, merrymaking, mirth, pastimes, play, 
playfulness, pleasure, pranks, recreation, romp, 
skylarking, sport, teasing, tomfoolery. 0 make 
fun of, poke fun at see RIDICULE verb. 


ion /‘fankJ(e)n/ noun 1 proper role etc. 2 
ral ani 3 public or social occasion. 4 Math- 
ematics quantity whose value depends _on 
varying values of others. © verb fulfil function; 
operate. : 

n noun aim, job, purpose, raison d'être, role, 
task, use. 3 colloquial affair, ceremony, colloquial 
do, event, occasion, party, reception. © verb act, 
behave, go, operate, perform, run, work. 


functional adjective 1 of or serving a function. 
2practical rather than attractive. o functionally 
adverb. 

a 1 functioning, going, operational, working. 2 

practical, serviceable, useful, utilitarian. 


functionalism noun belief that function 
should determine design. o functionalist noun 
& adjective. 

functionary noun (plural -ies) official. 

fund noun 1 permanently available stock. 2 
money set apart for purpose. 3 (in plural) money 
resources. © verb 1 provide with money. 2 make 

.(debt) permanent at fixed interest. o fund- 
raising raising money for charity etc. fund- 
raiser noun. 

a noun 1 hoard, mine, pool, reserve, reservoir, 

Stock, store, supply. 2 cache, hoard, kitty, nest 

egg, pool, reserve. 3 ( funds) capital, endowments, 

investments, money, reserves, resources, riches, 

savings, wealth, colloquial the wherewithal. 


fundamental [fandə'ment(ə)l/ adjective of or 
Serving as base or foundation; essential, 
primary. © noun fundamental principle. o fun- 
damentally adverb. 

u adjective axiomatic, basic, cardinal, central, 
crucial, elementary, essential, important, key, 
main, necessary, primary, prime, principal, 
quintessential, rudimentary, underlying. 


‘Tanamentalism noun strict adherence to 

religious beliefs. o fundamentalist 

Fen & adjective. 

maaa ‘fjuznar(e)l/ noun ceremonial burial or 
ae of dead. © adjective of or used-at 

e ü funeral director undertaker. funeral 
our establishment where corpses are pre- 

or funerals, 


A noun burial cremati i 
l, a 
obsequies, wakes tion, entombment, interment, 


fun PONO 
tunera Y fuznsreri/ adjective of or used at 


funereal 
5 /fju:ntartal/ ad, ; 
Priate to funeral. 2 Aimar HS a 


function | furlough 


m dark, depressing, dismal, gloomy, grave, 
mournful, sad, sepulchral, solemn, sombre. 


fungicide l'fand3zisaid/ noun substance that 
kills . O fungicidal /-'sard(2)l/ adjective. 

fungus ['fangas/ noun (plural “gi /-gat/ or 
-guses) 1 mushroom, toadstool, or allied fen 
2 spongy morbid growth. Ofungal adjective. 
fungoid adjective. fungous adjective. 


funicular /fju:nikjule/ noun (in full funicular 
railway) cable railway with ascending and des- 
cending cars counterbalanced. 


funk slang noun fear, panic. @verb evad 
through fear. E 


funky adjective (-ier, -iest) slang (esp. of jazz etc.) 
with heavy rhythm. 


funnel /'fan(ə)l/ noun 1 tube widening at top, for 
pouring liquid etc. into small opening. 2 
chimney of steam engine or ship. @ verb ll-; US 
-I-) (cause to) move (as) through funnel. 


m noun 2 chimney, smokestack. © verb channel, 
direct, filter, pour. 


funny /‘fani/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 4 amusing, 
comical. 2 strange, perplexing. 3 colloquial 
unwell; eccentric. o funny bone part of elbow 
over which very sensitive nerve passes. funny 
business slang misbehaviour or deception. 
o funnily adverb. 
@ 1 absurd, amusing, comic, comical, crazy, daft, 
diverting, droll, eccentric, entertaining, facetious, 
farcical, foolish, grotesque, hilarious, humorous, 
colloquial hysterical, ironic, jocose, jocular, 
colloquial killing, laughable, ludicrous, mad, 
merry, nonsensical, preposterous, colloquial 
priceless, rich, ridiculous, risible, sarcastic, 
sardonic, satirical, side-splitting, silly, slapstick, 
uproarious, waggish, witty, zany. 


fur noun 1 short fine animal hair. 2 hide with fur 
on it. 3 garment of or lined with this. 4 coating 
inside kettle etc. @ verb (-rr-) 1 (esp. as furred 
adjective) line or trim with fur. 2 (often + up) (of 
kettle etc.) become coated with fur. 


u noun 1 bristles, coat, down, fleece, hair, wool. 2 
| hide, pelt, skin. 


furbelow /'fs:bileu/ noun (in plural) showy 
ornaments. 


furbish /'fs:b1S/ verb (often + up) refurbish. 


furcate /‘fs:keit/ adjective forked, branched. 
© verb (-ting) fork, divide. a furcation noun. 


furious /‘fjuarias/ adjective 1 very angry, raging. 
2 frantic, intense. o furiously adverb. 

u 1 angry, boiling, enraged, fuming, incensed, 

infuriated, irate, colloquial livid, colloquial mad, 

raging, savage, literary wrathful. 2 agitated, fierce, 

frantic, frenzied, intense, tempestuous, 

tumultuous, turbulent, violent, wild. 


furl verb 1 roll up (sail, umbrella). 2 become 
furled. 

furlong /'fs:lop/ noun eighth of mile. 

furlough /'fs:ləv/ noun leave of absence. 


furnace | future 


furnace /‘fs:nis/ noun 1 chamber for intense 
heating by fire. 2 very hot place. 
i i 2 
furnish /‘f3:n1J/ verb 1 provide with furniture. 
(as furnished adjective) let with furniture. 3 
(often + with) supply. 0 furnishings plural noun. 
| m 1 equip, fitout. 3 afford, give, grant, provide, 


| supply. 

LESEREN o ammam 
furniture /'fs:nıtfə/ noun 1 movable contents of 

building orroom. 2ship’s equipment. 3 accessor- 

ies, e.g. handles and locks. 


1 chattels, effects, equipment, fitments, fittings, 
fixtures, furnishings, household goods, movables, 
possessions. 


furore /fjua'ra:r1/ noun (US furor /'fjuaro:/) 1 
uproar. 2 enthusiasm. 
furrier /‘farta/ noun dealer in or dresser of furs. 


furrow /‘farau/ noun 1 narrow trench made by 
plough. 2 rut; wrinkle. © verb 1 plough. 2 make 
furrows in. 3 (esp. as furrowed adjective) wrinkle 
(brow). 
u noun 1 channel, ditch, drill, trench. 2 channel, 
corrugation, crease, cut, ditch, drill, fissure, 
fluting, gash, groove, hollow, line, rut, score, 
scratch, track, trench, wrinkle. @ verb 2 crease, 
crinkle, corrugate, flute, groove, rut, score. 3 
| (furrowed) frowning, lined, worried, wrinkled. 


furry /'f3:r1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) like or covered 
with fur. 


| u fleecy, fluffy, fuzzy. 


further /'fs:da/ adverb (also farther /‘fa:da/) 1 
more distant in space or time. 2 more; to greater 
extent. 3 in addition. @ adjective (also farther 
/‘fa:62/) 1 more distant or advanced. 2 more, add- 
itional. @ verb promote, favour. u further edu- 
cation education for people above school age. 
furthermore in addition, besides. o furthermost 
adjective. 

m adjective 2 accessory, additional, another, 

auxiliary, extra, fresh, more, new, other, spare, 

supplementary. o furthermore additionally, also, 
besides, moreover, too. 


furtherance noun furthering of scheme etc. 


furthest l'fs:ðıst/ (also farthest /'fa:ðıst/) adjec- 
uu r moat distant. @ adverb to or at the greatest 
stance. 


furtive /'fs:tıv/ adjectivesly, Stealthy. o furtively 
adverb. 


m clandestine, concealed, conspiratorial, covert, 
deceitful, disguised, hidden, mysterious, private, 
secret, secretive, colloquial shifty, sly, sneaky, 
stealthy, surreptitious, underhand, 
untrustworthy. 


fury /‘fjuart/ noun (plural -ies) 4 wild and 
EE meer 2 Meri (of storm etc.). 3 (Fury) 
ually in plural) ave 
Nee nging goddess. 4 angry 
E 1 See ANGER NOUN, FRENZY. 2feroci , fie 
force, intensity, power, rage, aa ee 
tempestuousness, turbulence, vehemence 
violence. ‘ 3 
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furze noun gorse. 0 furzy adjective (-ier, iest) 
fuse' /fju:z/ verb (-sing) 1 melt with intense heat. 


2 blend by melting. 3 supply with fuse, 4 fail 
due to melting of fuse. 5 cause fuse(s) of to m elt. 
@ noun easily melted wire in circuit, designed to 
melt when circuit is overloaded. 

n verb 2 amalgamate, blend, coalesce, combine. 
literary commingle, compound, consolidate, join, 
melt, merge, mix, solder, unite, weld. 


fuse? /fju:z/ noun combustible device for igniting 
bomb etc. © verb (-sing) fit fuse to. 


fuselage /'fju:zala:3/ noun body of aircraft. 


fusible /‘fju:zib(e)1/ adjective that can be melted. 
o fusibility noun. 


fusilier /fju:zr'lie/ noun soldier of any of several 
regiments formerly armed with light muskets, 


fusillade /fju:zr'leid/ noun continuous dis- 
charge of firearms or outburst of criticism etc. 


| m barrage, burst, firing, outburst, salvo, volley. 


fusion /‘fju:3(e)n/ noun 1 fusing. 2 blending. 3 
coalition. 4 nuclear fusion. 


fuss noun 1 excited commotion; bustle. 2 exces- 
sive concern about trivial thing. 3 sustained 
protest. © verb 1 behave with nervous concern. 2 
agitate, worry. o fusspot colloquial person given 
to fussing. make a fuss complain vigorously. 
make a fuss of, over treat affectionately. 
m noun 1 see COMMOTION. © verb 1 complain, 
slang create, fidget, colloquial flap, get worked up, 
grumble, make a commotion, worry. 2 agitate, 
bother, worry. . 


fussy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 inclined to fuss. 2 
fastidious. 3 over-elaborate. 
a 1, 2 carping, colloquial choosy, difficult, 
discriminating, faddy, fastidious, finicky, hard to 
please, niggling, colloquial nit-picking, particular, 
colloquial pernickety, scrupulous, squeamish. 3 
Byzantine, complicated, detailed, elaborate, fancy, 
ornate, overdone, rococo. 


fustian /‘fastian/ noun 1 thick usually dark 
twilled cotton cloth. 2 bombast. 


fusty /'fastr/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 musty, stuffy- 
2 antiquated. 


futile /'fju:tal/ adjective useless, ineffectual. 
o futility /-'til-/ noun. 

m abortive, absurd, barren, archaic bootless, 

empty, foolish, forlorn, fruitless, hollow, impotent, 

ineffective, ineffectual, pointless, profitless, silly, 

sterile, unavailing, unproductive, unprofitable, 

unsuccessful, useless, vain, wasted, worthless. 


futon /‘fu:ton/ noun 1 Japanese mattress used a5 
bed. 2 this with frame, convertible into couch. 


future /'fju:tfə/ adjective 1 of time to come: i 
about to happen, be, or become. 3 Grammar 
tense) describing event yet to happen. © noun 3 

time to come. 2 future condition or events ees 

prospect of success etc. 4 Grammar future ten jd 


5 (in plural) (on stock exchange) goods etc. $°. 
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. Ofuture perfect Grammar 
for fere i have done’. 3 
jective 1, 2 approaching, awaited, coming, 
m ied expected, forthcoming, impending, 
des ae d. planned, prospective, subsequent, 
moa @ noun 1 time to come, tomorrow. 3 
expectations, outlook, prospects. 


i 20th-c. artistic movement cele- 

fete technology etc. ofuturist adjective & 
noun. . = z, 

istic /fju:tfə'rıstık/ adjective 1 suitable for 
Tutun sa M a moden 2 of futurism. 


futurism | fuzzy 


futurity /fu:'tivartty noun (plural -ies) literary 
future time, events, etc. 


fuzz noun 1 fluff. 2 fluffy or frizzy hair. 3 (the 
fuzz) slang police (officer). 


| a 1 down, floss, fluff, hair. 


fuzzy /'fazı/ adjective (Cier, -iest) 1 fluffy. 2 
blurred, indistinct. 

m 1 downy, feathery, fleecy, fluffy, frizzy, furry, 

woolly, 2 bleary, blurred, cloudy, dim, faint, hazy, 

ill-defined, indistinct, misty, obscure, out of focus, 

shadowy, unclear, unfocused, vague. 


colloquial FBI special agent. 

pats mes rar of cloth etc. attached to 
string round waist for covering genitals. 

g abbreviation (also g.) gram(s). : 

gab noun colloquial talk, chatter. o gift of the 
gab facility of speaking eloquently or profusely. 

gabardine /gzbe'di:n/ noun 1 a strong twilled 
cloth. 2 raincoat etc. of this. i 

gabble /'gæb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) talk or utter unin- 
telligibly or too fast. © noun rapid talk. 

gaberdine = GABARDINE. 

gable /‘gerb(s)l/ noun triangular part of wall at 
end of ridged roof. o gabled adjective. 

gad verb (-dd-) (+ about) go about idly or in 
search of pleasure. 0 gadabout person who gads 
about. 

gadfly /'gædflar/ noun (plural -ies) fly that bites 
cattle. 


gadget /‘gzedzit/ noun small mechanical device 
or tool. o gadgetry noun. 

u apparatus, appliance, contraption, contrivance, 

device, implement, instrument, invention, 

machine, tool, utensil. 


Gael /geil/ noun Scottish or Gaelic-speaking 
Celt. 


Gaelic /'gerltk/ noun Celtic language of Scots 
(also /'gælrk/) or Irish. © adjective of Gaelic or 
Gaelic-speaking people. 

gaff' noun 1 stick with hook for landing fish. 2 
barbed fishing-spear. @ verb seize (fish) with gaff. 

gaff? noun slang o blow the gaff let out secret. 

gaffe /gzf/ noun blunder, tactless mistake. 
gaffer /'gæfə/ noun 1 old man. 2 colloquial 
foreman, boss. 3 chief electrician in film unit. 

§ag noun 1 thing thrust into or tied across mouth 
to prevent speech etc. 2 joke or comic scene. 


© verb (-gg-) 1 apply gag to. 2 silence. 3 choke, 
retch. 4 make jokes. 


E noun 2 see JOKE noun 1. @ verb 1 muzzle. 2 
check, curb, keep quiet, muffle, muzzle, prevent 
from speaking, quiet, silence, Stifle, still, suppress, 


gaga /'ga:ga:/ adjective slang 1 senile. 2 crazy. 
gage" noun 1 pledge, security. 2 challenge. 
gage’ US = GAUGE. 
gaggle ['gæg(ə)l/ noun 4 flock (of geese). 2 collo- 
quial disorganized group. 
gaiety /'gerətı/ noun (US gayety) 1 being ga b 
mirth. 2 merrymaking. 3 bright appearance. $ 
m 1 brightness, cheerfulness, delight, exhilaration, 
felicity, glee, happiness, high spirits, hilarity, jollity, 
joyfulness, joyousness, light-heartedness, 
liveliness, merriment, mirth. 2 see MERRYMAKING 
(MERRY). 3 brightness, colourfulness. 


gaily /'gel1/ adverb in a gay way. 

gain verb 1 obtain, win. 2 acquire, earn. 3 (often 
+ in) increase, improve. 4 benefit. 5 (of clock etc.) 
become fast (by). 6 reach. 7 (often + on, upon) 
get closer to (person or thing one is followi í, 
@ noun 1 increase (of wealth); profit. 2 (in plura, 1) 
money made in trade etc. 


m verb 1 achieve, acquire, attain, capture, Collect, 
garner, gather in, get, harvest, obtain, pick up, 
procure, reap, receive, secure, win. 2 acquire, bring 
in, earn, get, make, net, realize, receive. 4 see 
PROFIT verb 2. 6 arrive at, get to, reach. 7 (gain on) 
approach, catch up with, close the gap with, close 
with. © noun 1 achievement, acquisition, 
advantage, asset, attainment, benefit, dividend, 
increase, profit, yield. 2 (gains) earnings, income, 
proceeds, profits, return, revenue, winnings. 


gainful /‘gemful/ adjective 1 paid. 2 lucrative, 
o gainfully adverb. 
m 2 advantageous, beneficial, fruitful, lucrative, 
productive, profitable, remunerative, rewarding, 
worthwhile. 


gainsay /gem'ser/ verb deny, contradict. 
gait noun manner of walking or proceeding. 


gaiter /'gertə/ noun covering of leather etc. for 
lower leg. 


gal. abbreviation gallon(s). 
gala /'ga:lə/ noun festive occasion or gathering. 


m carnival, celebration, fair, festival, festivity, fête, 
jamboree, party. 


galactic /gə'læktık/ adjective of galaxy. 


galantine /'gælənti:n/ noun cold dish of meat 
boned, spiced, and covered in jelly. 

galaxy /'gæləksı/ noun (plural-ies) 1 independ- 
ent system of stars etc. in space. 2 (the Galaxy) 
Milky Way. 3 (+ of) gathering of beautiful or 
famous people. 


gale noun 1 strong wind. 2 outburst, esp. of 
laughter. 


m 1 blast, cyclone, hurricane, storm, tempest, 
tornado, typhoon, wind. 


gall /g0:1/ noun 1 colloquial impudence. 5 
rancour. 3 bile. o gall bladder bodily organ oat 
taining bile. gallstone small hard mass 
forms in gall bladder. 

gall? /g2:1/ noun 1 sore made by chafing. 2 (cae 
of) vexation. 3 place rubbed bare. @ verb 1 Tu 

Sore. 2 vex, humiliate. 


gall? /go:1/ noun growth produced on tree etc- bY 
insect etc. 
2 fine, 


gallant /‘gzlent/ adjective 1 brave. 
stately. 3 (/gə'lænt/) attentive to women. © nout 
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(/ga'leent/) ladies’ man. o gallantly adverb. 

u adjective 1 bold, brave, courageous, daring, 
dashing, dauntless, fearless, heroic, honourable, 
intrepid, noble, valiant. 3 attentive, chivalrous, 
courteous, courtly, gentlemanly, gracious, 
magnanimous, noble, polite, well bred. 


gallantry [‘gelontri/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
bravery. 2 courteousness to women. 3 polite act 
or speech. 

galleon /'gelien/ noun historical (usually 
Spanish) warship. 

galleria /gzle'ri:a/ noun group of small shops, 
cafés, etc. under one roof. 

gallery /‘gzler1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 room etc. 
for showing works of art. 2 balcony, esp. in 
church, hall, etc. 3 highest balcony in theatre. 4 
covered walk, colonnade. 5 passage, corridor. 

galley /‘gzeli/ noun (plural -s) 1 historical long 
flat one-decked vessel, usually rowed by slaves 
or criminals. 2 ship’s or aircraft's kitchen. 3 (in 
full galley proof) printer’s proof before division 
into pages. 

Gallic /‘gzelik/ adjective 1 (typically) French. 2 
of Gaul or Gauls. 

Gallicism /'gælısız(ə)m/ noun French idiom. 

gallimimus /gzl'mames/ noun (plural 
-muses) medium-sized dinosaur that ran fast on 
two legs. 

gallinaceous /gzlr'nerJas/ adjective of order of 
birds including domestic poultry. 

gallivant /‘gzeliveent/ verb colloquial gad about. 

gallon /'gælən/ noun measure of capacity (8 
pints, 4.546 litres). 

gallop /'gzlap/ noun 1 horse's fastest pace. 2 
ride at this pace. © verb (-p-) 1 (cause to) go at 
gallop. 2 talk etc. fast. 3 progress rapidly. 

gallows ['gæləvz/ plural noun (usually treated 
as singular) structure for hanging criminals. 


u historical gibbet, historical scaffold. 


Gallup poll /'gæləp/ noun kind of opinion poll. 

galore /ga'lo:/ adverb in plenty. 

galosh /ga'los/ noun waterproof overshoe. 

galumph /gə'lamf/ verb colloquial (esp. as 
galumphing adjective) move noisily or clumsily. 

galvanic [gæl'vænık/ adjective 1 producing an 


electric current by chemical action. 2 (ofelectric 
e produced thus. 3 stimulating; full of 


galvanize ['gælvənaız/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 (often + into) rouse by shock. 2 stimulate 
(as) by electricity. 3 coat (iron, steel) with zinc to 
Protect from rust. 


galvanometer /geelva'nomite/ noun instru- 
ment for measuring electric currents. 
gambit /'gzembit/ noun 1 Chess openi i 
pening with 
SRE of pawn etc. 2 trick, device. 
gamble ['geemb(e)1/ verb (-lin 
g) 1 play games of 
chance for money. 2 bet (sum of money). 3 (often 


ane lose by gambling, © noun 1 risky under- 
Ing. 2 spell. of gambling. o gambler noun. 


gallantry | gangly 


m verb 1 bet, draw lots, game, slang have a flutter, 

lay bets, speculate, takea chance, take risks. 2 bet, 
colloquial chance, hazard, lay, risk, stake, venture, 
wager. 


gambol /'gæmb(ə)l/ verb (-Il-; US-1-) jump about 
playfully. @ noun caper. 


game' noun 1 form or period of play or sport, 
esp. competitive one organized with rules. 2 
portion of play forming scoring unit. 3(in plural) 
athletic contests. 4 piece of fun. 5 (in plural) 
tricks. 6 colloquial scheme, activity. 7 wild 
„animals or birds etc. hunted for sport or food. 
8 their flesh as food. @ adjective spirited; eager. 
@verb (-ming) gamble for money. ogame- 
keeper person employed to breed and protect 
game. gamesmanship art of winning games by 
psychological means. o gamely adverb. 
a noun 1 amusement, diversion, entertainment, 
frolic, pastime, play, recreation, romp, sport. 2 
competition, contest, match, round, tournament. 3 
See SPORT noun 1,2. 4 jest, joke, colloquial lark. 7 
animals, game birds, prey, quarry. © adjective see 
BRAVE adjective 1, WILLING 1. 


game? adjective colloquial (of leg etc.) crippled. 

gamete /‘gemi:t/ noun mature germ cell, 
uniting with another in sexual reproduction. 

gamin /‘gz2mm/ noun 1 street urchin. 2 impu- 
dent child. 

gamine /gz'mi:n/ noun 1 girl gamin. 2 attract- 
ively mischievous or boyish girl. 


: gamma /'gæmə/ noun third letter of Greek 


alphabet (J, 7). 0 gamma rays very short X-rays 
emitted by radioactive substances. 

gammon /'gæmən/ noun back end of side of 
bacon, including leg. 


gammy /'gzem1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) slang (of 
leg etc.) crippled. 


gamut /'gzemat/ noun entire range or scope. 
a run the gamut of experience or perform com- 
plete range of. 


gamy /'gemı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) smelling or 
tasting like high game. 
gander /'gændə/ noun male goose. 


gang noun 1 set of associates, esp. for criminal 
purposes. 2 set of workers, slaves, or prisoners. 
© verb colloquial 1 (+ together, up) combine in 
gang. 2 (+ up with) act together with. 3 (+ up on) 
combine against. 
m noun 1 band, crew, colloquial crowd, group, 
colloquial mob, usually derogatory pack, ring, set, 
team. © verb 1 (gang together, gang up) see 
COMBINE Ver 1. 


ganger /'gæņə/ noun foreman of gang of 
workers. 

gangling /'gæņnglm/ adjective (of person) tall 
and thin; lanky. 

ganglion /‘gznglien/ noun (plural ganglia or 
-s) knot on nerve containing assemblage ofnerve 
cells. 


gangly adjective (-ier, -iest) gangling. 


gangplank | gas 


gangplank /‘g2nplenk/ noun plank for 
walking on to or off boat etc. 
angrene /'gæņgri:n/ noun death of body 

es usually caused by obstruction of circula- 
tion. o gangrenous adjective. 

gangster /‘gepste/ noun member of gang of 
violent criminals. 

n bandit, brigand, criminal, colloquial crook, 

desperado, gunman, hoodlum, hooligan, 

Mafioso, mugger, racketeer, robber, ruffian, thug, 


tough. 


gangue /gæņ/ noun valueless part of ore 
deposit. 


jangway noun 1 passage, esp. between rows of 
ented 2 opening in ship’s bulwarks. 3 bridge. 


gannet /‘gznit/ noun 1 large seabird. 2 slang 
greedy person. 

gantry /‘gentri/ noun (plural -ies) structure 
supporting travelling crane, railway or road 
signals, rocket-launching equipment, etc. 


gaol etc. = jail etc. 


gap noun 1 empty space, interval. 2 deficiency. 
3 breach in hedge, wall, etc. 4 wide divergence. 
m 1 breathing-space, discontinuity, gulf, hiatus, 
interlude, intermission, interruption, interval, 
lacuna, lapse, lull, pause, recess, respite, rest, 
space, suspension, wait. 3 aperture, breach, 
break, cavity, chink, cleft, crack, cranny, crevice, 
hole, opening, rent, rift, rip, space, void. 4 
difference, disagreement, discrepancy, disparity, 
distance, divergence, division, incompatibility, 
inconsistency. 


gape verb (-ping) 1 open mouth wide. 2 be or 
become wide open. 3 (+ at) stare at. © noun 1 
open-mouthed stare. 2 opening. 


m verb 2 open, part, split, yawn. 3 colloquial gawp, 
gaze, goggle, stare. 


garage /'gæra:d3/ noun 1 building for keeping 
vehicle(s) in. 2 establishment selling petrol etc. 
or repairing and selling vehicles. e verb (-ging) 
put or keep in garage. 


garb noun clothing, esp. of distinctive kind. 
© verb dress. 


garbage /'ga:bıd3/ noun 1 US refuse. 2 collo- 
quial nonsense. 

m 1 debris, detritus, junk, litter, colloquial muck, 
refuse, rubbish, scrap, esp. US trash, waste. 


garble ['ga:b(e)l/ verb (-ling) (esp. as garbled 
cone distort or confuse (facts, statements, 
etc.). 

u confuse, corrupt, distort, falsify, misconstrue, 
misquote, misrepresent, mutilate, pervert, slant, 
twist, warp. 


garden /'ga:d(ə)n/ noun 1 piece of ground for 
growing flowers, fruit, or vegetables, or for recre- 
ation. 2 (esp. in plural) public pleasure-grounds. 
@ verb cultivate or tend garden. o garden centre 
place selling plants and garden equipment. 
O gardener noun. gardening noun. 
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u noun 1 allotment, patch, plot, US & Australian 
yard. 2 (gardens) grounds, park. o gardening 
cultivation, horticulture. 


gardenia /ga:'di:nio/ noun tree or shrub with 
fragrant flowers. 

gargantuan /ga:'gæntjvən/ adjective gigantic. 

gargle /'ga:g(ə)l/ verb (-ling) rinse (throat) with 
liquid kept in motion by breath. © noun liquid so 
used. 

gargoyle /'ga:gorl/ noun grotesque carved spout 
projecting from gutter of building. 

garish /'geərıf/ adjective obtrusively bright 
gaudy. o garishly adverb. garishness noun, ` 

a bright, cheap, crude, flamboyant, flashy, gaudy, 

harsh, loud, lurid, meretricious, ostentatious, 

raffish, showy, startling, tasteless, tawdry, vivid, 

vulgar. 


garland /'ga:lend/ noun wreath of flowers etc, 
as decoration. overb adorn or crown with 
garland(s). 
garlic /‘ga:hk/ noun plant with pungent bulb 
used in cookery. o garlicky adjective colloquial. 
garment /‘ga:mont/ noun 1 article of dress. 2 
(in plural) clothes. 
m 2 (garments) formal apparel, attire, clothes, 
clothing, costume, dress, garb, colloquial gear, 
habit, outfit. 


garner /'ga:na/ verb 1 collect. 2 store. © noun 
storehouse for corn etc. 

garnet /'ga:nit/ noun glassy mineral, esp. red 
kind used as gem. 

garnish /'ga:nıf/ verb decorate (esp. food). 
© noun decoration, esp. to food. 


garret /‘gzrit/ noun room, esp. small, cold, etc. 
immediately under roof. 


garrison /‘gzris(2)n/ noun 1 troops stationed in 
town. 2 building or fort occupied by them. © verb 
(-n-) provide with or occupy as garrison. 

u noun 1 contingent, detachment, force, unit. 2 

barracks, camp, citadel, fort, fortification, fortress, 

Station, stronghold. 


garrotte /gə'rnt/ (also garotte, US garrote) verb 
(garrotting, US garroting) execute by strangula- 
tion, esp. with wire collar. © noun device for this. 


garrulous /'gærələs/ adjective talkative. 0 gat 
rulity /gə'ru:lıtı/ noun. garrulousness zoun. 


garter /'ga:tə/ noun 14 band to keep sock or stock- 
ing up. 2 (the Garter) (badge of) highest order of 
English knighthood. o garter stitch plain knit- 
ting stitch. 


gas /gæs/ noun (plural -es) 1 any airlike sub- 
stance (i.e. not liquid or solid). 2 such substance 
(esp. coal gas or natural gas) used as fuel. 3 gaS 
used as anaesthetic. 4 poisonous gas used in we 
5 US colloquial petrol. 6 slang empty talk, boast 
Ing. 7 slang amusing thing or person. © ver 
(gases, gassed, gassing) 1 expose to gas, eSP- 
to kill. 2 colloquial talk emptily or boastfu y 
Ogasbag slang empty talker. gas chamber 
room filled with poisonous gas to kill people © 
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animals. gasholder gasometer. gas mask respir- 
ator for protection against harmful gases. gas 
ring ring pierced with gas jet(s) for cooking etc. 
gasworks place where gas is manufactured. 


a noun 1 exhalation, exhaust, fumes, archaic 
| miasma, vapour. 


gaseous /'gæstəs/ adjective of or as gas. 
gash noun long deep cut or wound. © verb make 
gash in. 


verb cut, incise, lacerate, score, slash, slit, 
| wound. 


gasify /'gæsıfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) convert into gas. 
o gasification noun. 

gasket /'gæskıt/ noun sheet or ring of rubber 
etc. to seal joint between metal surfaces. 


gasoline /'gæsəli:n/ noun (also gasolene) US 
petrol. 

gasometer /gz'spmita/ noun large tank from 
which gas is distributed. 


gasp /ga:sp/ verb 1 catch breath with open 
mouth. 2 utter with gasps. © noun convulsive 
catching of breath. 0 gasping adjective. 


a verb 1 breathe with difficulty, choke, fight for 
breath, gulp, huff and puff, pant, puff, wheeze. 
o gasping see BREATHLESS 1. 


gassy /'gæsı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of, like, or 
full of gas. 2 colloquial verbose. 


gastric /‘gestrik/ adjective of stomach. 

a gastric flu colloquial intestinal disorder of 
unknown cause. gastric juice digestive fluid 
secreted by stomach glands. 


gastritis /gz'straitis/ noun inflammation of 
stomach. 


gastroenteritis /gzestraventa'raitis/ noun 
inflammation of stomach and intestines. 


gastronome /'gzestranaum/ noun gourmet. 
gastronomic /-'nom-/ adjective. gastro- 
nomical /-nom-/ adjective. gastronomically 
/-nom-/ adverb. gastronomy /-'stron-/ noun. 


gastropod ['gæstrəpod/ noun mollusc that 
moves using underside of abdomen, e.g. snail. 


gate noun 1 barrier, usually hinged, used to 

close opening in wall, fence, etc. 2 such opening. 
3 means of eniraiice or exit. 4 numbered place of 
access to aircraft at airport. 5 device regulating 
Passage of water in lock etc. 6 number of people 
paying to enter stadium cic. 7 money thus taken. 
O gatekeeper attendant controlling entrance 
and exit through gate. gateleg (table) table with 
legs in gatelike frame for supporting folding 
flaps. gateposi post at cither side of gate. 
gateway 1 opening closed by gate. 2 means of 
access, 

a1 barrier, door. 2, 3 access, doorway, entrance, 

entry, exit, gaieway, opening, passage, portal, way 

in, way out. 


gateau /'gætəv ail 
rich elaborate nou (plural -s or -x /-z/) large 


gatecrash verb attend es 
u gatecrasher noun. (party etc.) uninvited. 


gather /'gæðə/ verb 1 bring or come together. 
2 collect (harvest, dust, etc.). 3 infer, deduce. 4 
increase (speed). 5 summon up (energy etc.). 6 
draw together in folds or wrinkles. 7 (of boil etc.) 
come to a head. © noun fold or pleat. 
m verb 1 accumulate, amass, assemble, bring 
together, build up, cluster, collect, come together, 
concentrate, congregate, convene, crowd, flock, 
forgather, get together, group, grow, heap up, herd, 
hoard, huddle together, marshal, mass, meet, 
mobilize, muster, pick up, pile up, rally, round up, 
stockpile, store up, swarm, throng. 2 collect, cull, 
garner, glean, harvest, pick, pluck, reap. 3 
assume, be led to believe, conclude, deduce, 
guess, infer, learn, surmise, understand. 


gathering noun 1 assembly. 2 pus-filled swell- 
ing. 

u 1 assembly, conclave, congress, convention, 

convocation, function, colloquial get-together, 

group, meeting, party, rally, social. 


GATT /gæt/ abbreviation General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade. 


gauche /gauS/ adjective 1 socially awkward. 2 
tactless. u gauchely adverb. gaucheness noun. 

gaucho /‘gautfau/ noun (plural-s) cowboy in S. 
American pampas. 

gaudy /'go:di/ adjective (-ier, -iest) tastelessly 
showy. 0 gaudily adverb. gaudiness noun. 

bright, cheap, crude, flamboyant, flashy, garish, 

loud, lurid, meretricious, ostentatious, raffish, 

showy, tasteless, tawdry, vivid, vulgar. 


gauge /geid3/ (US gage) noun 1 standard 
measure. 2 instrument for measuring. 3 distance 
between rails or opposite wheels. 4 capacity, 
extent. 5 criterion, test; means of estimating. 
© verb (-ging) 1 measure exactly. 2 measure con- 
tents of. 3 estimate. 
a noun 1 measure, measurement. 4 capacity, 
dimensions, extent, measure, size, span, 
thickness, width. 5 benchmark, criterion, 
guideline, measure, norm, standard, test, 
yardstick. © verb 1,2 see MEASURE Verb 1.3 see 
ESTIMATE Verb 1;2,3. 


Gaul /go:l/ noun inhabitant of ancient Gaul. 
o Gaulish adjective & noun. 

gaunt /go:nt/ adjective 1 lean, haggard. 2 grim, 
desolate. o gauntness noun. 

1 bony, cadaverous, emaciated, haggard, 

hollow-eyed, lanky, lean, pinched, raw-boned, 

scraggy, scrawny, skeletal, starving, thin, 

underweight, wasted away. 2 bare, bleak, 

desolate, dreary, forbidding, grim, stark, stern, 

unfriendly. 


gauntiet' /‘go:;tlit/ noun 1 glove with long loose 
wrist. 2 historical armoured glove. 

gauntlet? /‘go:ntlit/ noun o run the gauntlet 1 
undergo criticism. 2 pass between two rows of 
people wielding sticks etc., as punishment. 

gauze /gə:z/ noun 1 thin transparent fabric. 2 
fine mesh of wire etc. o gauzy adjective (-ier, 
-lest). 


- gave | general 


gave past of GIVE. è a 
gavel /'gæv(ə)l/ noun auctioneer’s, chairman’s, 
or judge’s hammer. 
gavotte /ge'vot/ noun 4 18th-c. French dance. 2 
music for this. 
gawk verb colloquial gawp. © noun awkward or 
bashful person. o gawky adjective (-ier, -iest). 
| m o gawky awkward, blundering, clumsy, — 
gangling, gauche, inept, lumbering, maladroit, 
uncoordinated, ungainly, ungraceful, unskilful. 
E a a 


gawp verb colloquial stare stupidly. 

gay adjective 1 light-hearted, cheerful. 2 showy. 
3 homosexual. 4 colloquial carefree, dissolute. 
@ noun (esp. male) homosexual. 
| m adjective 1 animated, bright, carefree, cheerful, 

festive, fun-loving, happy, jolly, jovial, joyful, 

| light-hearted, lively, merry, sparkling, sunny, 
| vivacious. 2 see VIVID 1. 3 see HOMOSEXUAL. 


gayety US = GAIETY. 

gaze verb (-zing) (+ at, into, on, etc.) look fixedly. 
@ noun intent look. 
| m verb gape, look, stare; (gaze at) contemplate, 


| eye, regard, view, wonder at. 


gazebo /ge'zi:bau/ noun (plural -s) summer 
house etc. giving view. 

gazelle /ge'zel/ noun (plural same or -s) small 
graceful antelope. 

gazette /go'zet/ noun 4 newspaper. 2 official 
publication. @ verb (-tting) publish in official 
gazette. 


gazetteer /gzzr'tia/ noun geographical index. 


gazump /ga'zamp/ verb 1 colloquial raise price 
after accepting offer from (buyer). 2 swindle. 


gazunder jgə'zandə/ verb colloquial lower an 
offer made to (seller) just before exchange of con- 
tracts. 

GB abbreviation Great Britain. 

GBH abbreviation grievous bodily harm. 

GC abbreviation George Cross. 


GEE abbreviation General Certificate of Educa- 
ion. 


GCSE abbreviation General Certificate of Sec- 
ondary Education. 


GDR abbreviation historical German Demo- 
cratic Republic. 


gear /grə/ noun 1 (often in plural) set of toothed 
wheels working together, esp. those connecting 
engine to road wheels. 2 particular setting of 
these. 3 equipment. 4 colloquial clothing. © verb 
1 (+ to) adjust or adapt to. 2 (often + up) equip 
with gears. 3 (+ up) make ready. o gearbox (case 
enclosing) gears of machine or vehicle. gear 
lever lever moved to engage or change gear. in 
gear with gear engaged. 

| anoun 3 accessories, accoutrements, apparatus, 
appliances, baggage, belongings, equipment 

| colloquial get-up, harness, implements, j 

| instruments, kit, luggage, materials, 

| paraphernalia, rig, stuff, tackle, things, tools, 
trappings. 4 see CLOTHES 1. ` 
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gecko /‘gekev/ noun (plural -s) t 
house-lizard. Topical 

gee /d3i:/ interjection: expressing surprise etc, 

geese plural of Goose. 

geezer /'gi:zə/ noun slang man, esp. old one, 

Geiger counter /‘gaiga/ noun instrument for 
measuring radioactivity. 

geisha /'geifə/ noun (plural same or -s) 
Japanese professional hostess and entertainer. 

gel /d3el/ noun 1 semi-solid jelly-like colloid, 2 
Jelly-like substance for hair. © verb (-Il-) 4 form 
gel. 2 jell. 

gelatin /‘dselotm/ noun (also gelatine /-tin) 
transparent tasteless substance used in cookery, 
photography, etc. o gelatinous /d3r'læt-/ adjec- 
tive. 

geld /geld/ verb castrate. 

gelding /‘geldiy/ noun castrated horse etc. 


gelignite /‘dselignait/ noun nitroglycerine 
explosive. 


gem /d3em/ noun 1 precious stone. 2 thing or 
person of great beauty or worth. © verb (-mm-) 
adorn (as) with gems. 


a noun 1 jewel, precious stone, colloquial 
sparkler. 


Gemini /‘dsemma1/ noun third sign of zodiac. 
Gen. abbreviation General. 


gen /d5en/ slang noun information. © verb (-nn-) 
(+ up) gain or give information on. 


gendarme /'3onda:m/ noun police officer in 
France etc. 


gender /‘dsenda/ noun 1 (grammatical) classi- 
fication roughly corresponding to the two sexes 
and sexlessness. 2 one of these classes. 3 person’s 
sex. 


gene /d3i:n/ noun unit in chromosome, control- 
ling particular inherited characteristic. 


genealogy /dsi:nr'zeled31/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
descent traced continuously from ancestor; pedi- 
gree. 2 study of pedigrees. o genealogical 
]-ə'lod3-/ adjective. genealogically /-0'10d3-/ 
adverb. genealogist noun. 

genera plural of GENUS. 


general /'dzenər(ə)l/ adjective 1 including, 

affecting, or applicable to (nearly) all; not par’ tial 
or particular. 2 prevalent, usual. 3 vague: 
lacking detail. 4 chief, head. © noun 1 army 
officer next below Field Marshal. 2 commander 
of army. o general anaesthetic one affecting 
whole body. general election national election 
of representatives to parliament. general prac 
tice work of general practitioner, doctor treat- 
ing cases of all kinds. general strike simul- 
taneous strike of workers in all or most trades: 
in general as a rule; usually. 

m adjective 4 across the board, all-embracing, 

blanket, broad-based, catholic, collective, 

communal, comprehensive, diversified, 

encyclopedic, extensive, far-ranging, 

far-reaching, global, heterogeneous, hybrid, 

inclusive, public, shared, sweeping, universal, 
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wholesale, wide-ranging, widespread, worldwide. 
2 accepted, accustomed, common, conventional, 
customary, everyday, familiar, habitual, normal, 
ordinary, popular, prevailing, prevalent, regular, 
run-of-the-mill, typical, usual, widespread. 3 
approximate, broad, ill-defined, imprecise, 
indefinite, inexact, loose, simplified, superficial, 
unclear, undefined, unspecific, vague. 


eneralissimo  /d3enera'lismmeu/ noun 
(plural -s) commander of combined forces. 


generality /dgena'reelitt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
general statement. 2 general applicability. 3 
indefiniteness. 4 (+ of ) majority of. 


generalize /‘dsenerelaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) 1 speak in general or indefinite terms. 
2 form general notion(s). 3 reduce to general 
statement. 4 infer (rule etc.) from particular 
cases. 5 bring into general use. o generalization 
noun. 


generally /‘dsenorali/ adverb 1 usually; in most 
cases. 2 in most respects. 3 in general sense. 

| a 1 as a rule, chiefly, commonly, in the main, 

mainly, mostly, normally, on the whole, 

predominantly, usually. 2 in the main, mainly, 

mostly, on the whole, predominantly, principally. 3 

broadly, roughly. 


generate /‘dsenareit/ verb (-ting) bring into 
existence; produce. 
a literary beget, breed, bring about, cause, create, 
engender, father, give rise to, make, originate, 
procreate, produce, propagate, sire, spawn, whip 
up. 


generation noun 1 all people born about same 
time. 2 stage in family history or in (esp. 
technological) development. 3 period of about 30 
years, 4 production, esp. of electricity. 5 procre- 
ation. 


generative /‘dsenaratrv/ adjective 4 of procre- 
ation. 2 productive. 


generator noun 1 dynamo. 2 apparatus for pro- 
ducing gas, steam, etc. 


generic /d3t'nerik/ adjective 4 characteristic of 
or relating to class or genus; not specific or 
Special. 2 (of esp. drug) with no brand name. 
O generically adverb. 


generous /‘dsenaras/ adjective 1 giving or 
given freely. 2 magnanimous. 3 abundant. 
O generosity /-'rns-/ noun. generously adverb. 
a1 (generous giver) poetical bounteous, 
bountiful, charitable, free, liberal, munificent, 
Open, Open-handed, unselfish, unsparing, 
peel (generous gifts) expensive, 
enone: princely, valuable. 2 benevolent, 
Ko earted; charitable, disinterested, forgiving, 
ind, liberal, magnanimous, munificent, noble, 
Philanthropic, public-spirited, unmercenary, 
unprejudiced, unselfish. 3 abundant, ample, big, 
bus, lavish, plentiful, sizeable, substantial. 
generosity bounty, largesse, liberality, 
munificence, Philanthropy. 


genesis /' 


dgenisis/ noun 1 origin; mode of 


generalissimo | gentle 


formation. 2 (Genesis) first book of Old Testa- 
ment. 


genetic /dsrnetik/ adjective 1 of genetics. 2 of 
or in origin. o genetic engineering manipula- 
tion of DNA to modify hereditary features. 
genetic fingerprinting identification of indi- 
viduals by DNA patterns. o genetically adverb. 


genetics plural noun (treated as singular) 
study of heredity and variation among animals 
and plants. o geneticist /-sist/ noun. 


genial /‘dsi:nral/ adjective 4 sociable, kindly. 2 
(of climate) mild, warm. 3 cheering. o geniality 
/-‘el-/ noun. genially adverb. 

m 1 affable, agreeable, amiable, cheerful, 

convivial, cordial, easygoing, friendly, 

good-natured, happy, jolly, jovial, kindly, pleasant, 

relaxed, sociable, sunny, warm, warm-hearted. 2 

fair, mild, sunny, temperate, warm. 


genie /‘d3i:nt/ noun (plural genii /-ntat/) sprite 
or goblin of Arabian tales. 


genital /‘dsenit(e)l/ adjective of animal repro- 
duction or reproductive organs. ©noun (in 
plural; also genitalia) external reproductive 
organs. 

| & noun (genitals) genitalia, euphemistic private 


| parts, pudenda, sex organs. 


genitive /‘dsenitiv/ Grammar noun case 
expressing possession, origin, etc., correspond- 
ing to of, from, etc. © adjective of or in this case. 


genius /‘dsi:ntas/ noun (plural -es) 1 excep- 
tional natural ability. 2 person having this. 3 
guardian spirit. 

a 1 ability, aptitude, bent, brains, brilliance, 

capability, flair, gift, intellect, intelligence, knack, 

talent, wit. 2 academic, colloquial egghead, expert, 

intellectual, colloquial know-all, mastermind, 

thinker, virtuoso. 


genocide /‘dsenasaid/ nour mass murder, esp. 
among particular race or nation. 


genre /'za - ra/ noun 1 kind or style of art etc. 2 
portrayal of scenes from ordinary life. 


gent /d5ent/ noun 1 colloquial gentleman. 2 
(Gents) colloquial men’s public lavatory. 


genteel /dzen'ti:l/ adjective 1 affectedly refined. 
2 of or appropriate to upper classes. 

a 1 affected, mannered, overpolite, colloquial 

posh, refined, stylish. 2 chivalrous, courtly, 

gentlemanly, ladylike, patrician, polite, 

upper-class, colloquial upper-crust. 


gentian /‘dgenJ(a)n/ noun mountain plant with 
usually blue flowers. o gentian violet violet dye 
used as antiseptic. 

Gentile /‘dsentatl/ adjective not Jewish; 
heathen. © noun non-Jewish person. 

gentility /dzen'tılrtr/ noun 1 social superiority. 
2 genteel habits. 

gentle /‘dsent()l/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 not rough 
or severe; moderate. 2 mild, kind. 3 well born. 4 
quiet. o gentleness noun. gently adverb. 


gentlefolk | gestation 


j A = ace fo 

1m1 tle wind) balmy, delicate, faint, light, soft, 
pet eons hill) easy, gradual, imperceptible, 
moderate, slight, steady; (gentle hint) indirect, 
polite, subtle, tactful. 2 amiable, biddable, 
compassionate, docile, easygoing, i : 

| good-tempered, harmless, humane, kind, kindly, 

Í lenient, loving, meek, merciful, mild, moderate, 

obedient, pacific, passive, peace-loving, pleasant, 

quiet, soft-hearted, sweet-tempered, sympathetic, 

tame, tender. 4 low, muted, peaceful, quiet, 

relaxing, soft, soothing. 


gentlefolk /‘dsentalfeuk/ noun people of good 
family. 
gentleman /‘dsentalman/ noun 1 man. 2chival- 
rous well-bred man. 3 man of good social pos- 
ition. o gentlemanly adjective. 
gentlewoman noun archaic woman of good 
birth or breeding. 
gentrification _/dsenirifikerf(@)n/ noun 
upgrading of working-class urban area by 
arrival of affluent residents. o gentrify verb 
(-ies, -ied). 
gentry /‘dsentri/ plural noun 1 people next 
below nobility. 2 derogatory people. 
genuflect /‘dsenju:flekt/ verb bend knee, esp. 
in worship. o genuflection, genuflexion 
/-flekJ(e)n/ noun. 
genuine /‘dsenju:m/ adjective 1 really coming 
from its reputed source. 2 properly so called; not 
sham. 3 candid, sincere. o genuinely adverb. 
genuineness noun. 
a 1, 2 actual, authentic, authenticated, bona fide, 
legitimate, original, proper, colloquial pukka, real, 
sterling, true, unaffected, unfeigned, veritable. 3 
candid, devout, earnest, frank, heartfelt, honest, 
sincere. 


genus /‘d3i:nas/ noun ( plural genera /'d3enara/) 
1 group ofanimals or plants with common struc- 
tural characteristics, usually containing several 
species. 2 kind, class. 


geocentric /dsi:a'sentrik/ adjective 1 consid- 
ered as viewed from earth’s centre. 2 having 
earth as centre. 

geode /‘dsi:aud/ noun 1 cavity lined with crys- 
tals. 2 rock containing this. 2 

geodesic /d3i:əv'di:zık/ adjective (also geo- 
detic [-det-/) of geodesy. o geodesic line short- 
est possible line on surface between two points. 


geodesy /d3i:'ndis!/ noun study of sha 
area of the earth. ; ee 


geography /dsi'pgrefi/ noun 1 science of 
earth’s physical features, resources, etc. 2 fea- 
aes g ie F geographer noun. geo- 
graphic(al) /-ə'græf-/ adjective. geo hi 
/-0'greef-/ adverb. eee 
geology | fort 2 noun science of earth's 
rust, s , etc. O geological /-a'lod3- jec- 
tive. geologist noun. Semen 


geometry /dsr'pmatri/ noun science of proper- 
ties and relations of lines, surfaces, and solids, 


o geometric(al) /-o'met- jective. . 
cian ERO ee | adjective. geometri 
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Geordie /'d39:d1/ noun native of Tyneside, 
georgette /dso:'dset/ noun kind of fi 
material. Ne dress 
Georgian /'d30:d3(0)n/ adjective of 
George I-IV or George V and VI. time of 
geranium /d3a'remieam/ noun (plural *s) 1 cul 


tivated pelargonium. 2 herb or shrub wit 
shaped like crane’s bill. h fruit 


gerbil /'d3s:bil/ noun mouselike desert ro 
with long hind legs. dent 
geriatric /dzerrætrik/ adjective 1 of geriatrics 
or old people. 2 derogatory old. © noun Often 
derogatory old person. 
geriatrics /d3err'triks/ plural noun (us 
treated as singular) branch of medicine deali 
with health and care of old people. o geriatrician 
/-e'trif(a)n/ noun. 
germ /d33:m/ oun 1 microbe. 2 portion oforgan- 
ism capable of developing into new one. 3 thing 
that may develop; rudiment, elementary prin- 
ciple. : 
a 1 bacterium, slang bug, microbe, 
micro-organism, virus. 3 basis, beginning, 


embryo, genesis, cause, nucleus, origin, root, 
seed, source, start. 


German /‘d33:men/ noun (plural -s) native, 
national, or language of Germany. © adjective of 
Germany. o German measles disease like mild 
measles. German shepherd (dog) Alsatian. 

german /‘d33:men/ adjective (placed after 
brother, sister, or cousin) having same two 
parents or grandparents. 

germander /d33:'‘mzenda/ noun plant of mint 
family. 

germane /d33:'mem/ adjective (usually + to) 
relevant. 

Germanic /d33:'mænrk/ adjective having 
German characteristics. © moun group of lan- 
guages including English, German, Dutch, and 
Scandinavian languages. 

germicide /'d33:misaid/ noun substance that 
destroys germs. o germicidal /-'said(a)l/ adjec- 
tive. 

germinal /‘ds3:mm(e)I/ adjective 1 of germs. 2 
in earliest stage of development. 

germinate /‘dss:mmeit/ verb (-ting) (cause to) 
sprout or bud. o germination moun. 


u bud, develop, grow, root, shoot, spring up, 
sprout, take root. 


gerontology /dzeron'toleds1/ noun study ofold 
age and ageing. 

gerrymander /dserrmzndo/ verb manipulate 
boundaries of (constituency etc.) to gain unfa 
electoral advantage. 

gerund /'dzerənd/ noun verbal noun, in English 
ending in -ing. à 

Gestapo /ge'sta:pau/ noun :historical Nazi 
secret police. 

gestation /dse'sterf(e)n/ noun 1 carrying 0: 
being carried in womb between conception an 
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pirth. 2 this period. 3 development of plan etc. 
g gestate verb (ting). 


esticulate /dge'stikjuleit/ verb (-ting) use ges- 
Cees instead of or with speech. o gesticulation 


noun. 
esture /‘dsestfe/ noun 1 meaningful move- 
ent of limb or body. 2 action performed as cour- 


a or to indicate intention. everb (-ring) 


gesticulate. x ue 
ø noun action, flourish, gesticulation, indication, 
motion, movement, sign, signal. © verb ` 

gesticulate, indicate, motion, sign, signal. 


get /get/ verb (getting; past got; past participle 
gotor USgotten)1 obtain, earn. 2 fetch, procure. 
3 capture, catch. 4 go to reach or catch. 5 prepare 
(meal). 6 (cause to) reach some state or become. 
7 obtain from calculation. 8 contract (disease). 9 
contact. 10 have (punishment) inflicted on one. 
41 succeed in bringing, placing, etc. 12 (cause 
to) succeed in coming or going. 13 succeed in 
persuading; prevail on. 14 colloquial under- 
stand. 15 colloquial make out, hear. 16 colloquial 
annoy. 17 colloquial harm. 18 colloquial attract. 
19 archaic beget. o get about go from place to 
place. get across communicate. get ahead be or 
become successful. get along (often + with) live 
harmoniously. get around = GET ABOUT. get at 1 
reach; get hold of. 2 colloquial imply. 3 colloquial 
nag. get away escape. getaway noun. get by col- 
loquial cope. get down descend, alight. get hold 
of 1 grasp. 2 understand. 3 make contact with 
(person). get in 1 enter. 2 obtain place at college 
etc. 3 win election. get off 1 alight (from). 2 collo- 
quial escape with little or no punishment. 3 start, 
depart. 4 (+ with) colloquial start sexual relation- 
ship with. get on 1 make progress; manage. 2 
advance. 3 enter (bus etc.). 4 (often + with) live 
harmoniously. 5 (usually as be getting on) age. 
get one’s own back colloquial have one’s 
revenge. get out 1 leave. 2 solve. get out of avoid; 
escape. get over 1 recover from. 2 surmount. get 
round 1 coax or cajole (person). 2evade (law etc.). 
3 (+ to) deal with (task) in due course. get 
through 1 pass (exam etc.). 2 use up (resources). 
3 make contact by telephone. 4 (+ fo) succeed in 
making (person) understand. get together 
gather. get-together noun colloquial social 
assembly. get up 1 rise esp. from bed. 2 (of wind 
etc.) strengthen. 3 organize. 4° stimulate. 5 
arrange appearance of. get-up noun colloquial 
Style of dress etc. get-up-and-go colloquial 
energy, enthusiasm. have got 1 possess. 2 (+ to 
do) must. 
4 1 acquire, be given, come by, come in 
Possession of, earn, gain, get hold of, inherit, 
colloquial land, lay hands on, obtain, pick up, 
ae secure, take, win. 2 bring, buy, fetch, 
s tain, pick up, procure, purchase, retrieve. 3 
FPeheng arrest, capture, catch, colloquial 
read slang nab, slang pinch, seize. 5 cook, make 
Sash Prepare. 6 become, grow, land up, turn. 8 
tne come down with, contract, develop, fall ill 
ne Suffer from. 9 contact, getin touch with, 
regen Speak to. 12 arrive, come, go, journey, 
parse travel. 13 cajole, cause, induce, influence, 
Tsuade, prevail on, wheedle. 14 absorb, 


gesticulate | gibbet 


appreciate, apprehend, catch, comprehend, 
distinguish, fathom, follow, glean, grasp, hear, 
know, make out, take in, understand, work out. 

O get across see COMMUNICATE 1. get ahead see 
PROSPER. get at 3 see CRITICIZE 1. get away see 
ESCAPE verb 1. getaway escape, flight, retreat. 
get down see DESCEND 1, ALIGHT? 1. get in 1 see 
ENTER 1. get off 1 see ALIGHT? 1. get on 1 see 
PROSPER. get out 1 see LEAVE' 1. get together see 
GATHER verb 1. 


geyser /'gi:za/ noun 1 hot spring. 2 apparatus 
for heating water. 

ghastly /'ga:stlı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 horrible, 
frightful. 2 colloquial unpleasant. 3 deathlike, 
pallid. o ghastliness noun. 

a 1 appalling, colloquial awful, dreadful, 

frightening, frightful, grim, grisly, gruesome, 

hideous, horrible, macabre, nasty, shocking, 

terrible, upsetting. 2 see UNPLEASANT. 3 ashen, 

deathlike, grim, pallid, pasty, wan. 


ghee /gi:/ noun Indian clarified butter. 


gherkin /'g3:km/ noun small cucumber for pick- 
ing. 


ghetto /'getəvu/ noun (plural -s) 1 part of city 
occupied by minority group. 2 historical Jews’ 
quarter in city. 3 segregated group or area. 
o ghetto-blaster large portable radio or cassette 
player. 
ghost /gaust/ noun 1 apparition of dead person 
etc.; disembodied spirit. 2 (+ of ) semblance of. 3” 
secondary image in defective telescope or tele- 
vision picture. overb (often + for) act as 
ghost-writer of (book etc.). o ghost-writer writer 
doing work for which another takes credit. 
o ghostly adjective (-ier, -iest). 
noun 1 apparition, banshee, bogey, 
doppelganger, ghoul, hallucination, illusion, 
phantasm, phantom, poltergeist, literary shade, 
shadow, spectre, spirit, colloquial spook, vision, 
visitant, wraith. o ghostly colloquial creepy, 
disembodied, eerie, frightening, illusory, 
phantasmal, colloquial scary, shadowy, sinister, 
spectral, colloquial spooky, supernatural, 
uncanny, unearthly, weird, wraith-like. 


ghoul /gu:l/ noun 1 person morbidly interested 
indeathetc. 2evil spirit. 3 (in Arabic mythology) 
spirit preying on corpses. 0 ghoulish adjective. 

GHQ abbreviation General Headquarters. 

ghyll = cur’. 

GI /dgi:'at/ noun soldier in US army. 

giant /‘dgatant/ noun 1 mythical being of human 
form but superhuman size. 2 person, animal, or 
thing of extraordinary size, ability, etc. © adjec- 
tive gigantic. 

u noun 1 colossus, monster, ogre, superhuman, 

Titan. 2 colossus, colloquial jumbo, leviathan, 

monster, slang whopper. © adjective see GIGANTIC. 


gibber /‘dstbo/ verb chatter inarticulately. 

gibberish /‘dgibarif/ noun unintelligible or 
meaningless speech or sounds. 

gibbet /‘dsibit/ noun historical 1 gallows. 2 post 


gibbon | girdle 


with arm from which executed criminal was 
hung after execution. 
gibbon /‘giban/ noun long-armed ape. 
gibbous /‘gibas/ adjective 1 convex. 2 (of moon 
etc.) with bright part greater than semicircle. 
gibe /dsatb/ (also jibe) verb (-bing) (often + at) 
jeer, mock. © noun jeering remark, taunt. 
giblets /‘dsiblits/ plural noun liver, gizzard, etc. 
of bird removed and usually cooked separately. 
iddy /‘gidi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 dizzy; tending 
a fall or stagger. 2 mentally intoxicated. 3 excit- 
able, flighty. 4 making dizzy. o giddiness noun. 
| m 1 dizzy, faint, light-headed, reeling, spinning, 


| unbalanced, unsteady, vertiginous. 0 giddiness 
noun dizziness, faintness, unsteadiness, vertigo. 

gift /gift/ noun 1 thing given, present. 2 talent. 3 

colloquial easy task. 
a 1 benefaction, bonus, bounty, contribution, 
donation, favour, colloquial give-away, grant, 
gratuity, handout, honorarium, offering, present, 
tip. 2 ability, aptitude, bent, capability, capacity, 
facility, flair, genius, knack, power, strength, talent. 


gifted adjective talented. 


u able, capable, clever, expert, skilful, skilled, 
| talented. 


gig’ /919/ noun 1 light two-wheeled one-horse car- 
riage. 2 light boat on ship. 3 rowing boat, esp. for 
racing. 


gig? /g1g/ colloquial noun engagement to play 
music, usually on one occasion. © verb (-gg-) 
perform gig. 


giga- /'gı1gə/ combining form one thousand 
million. 


gigantic /dsar'geentik/ adjective huge, giant- 
e. 


u colossal, elephantine, enormous, gargantuan, 
giant, Herculean, huge, immense, colloquial 
jumbo, king-size, mammoth, massive, mighty, 
monstrous, prodigious, titanic, towering, vast. 


giggle /'gıg(ə)l/ verb (-ling) laugh in half-sup- 
pressed spasms. © noun 1 such laugh. 2 collo- 
quialamusing person or thing. o giggly adjective 
(-ier, -iest). 


| m verb chuckle, laugh, snicker, snigger, titter. 


‘gigolo /'d31gələv/ noun (plural -s) young man 
paid by older woman to be escort or lover. 

gild’ /gild/ verb (past participle gilded or as 
adjective gilt) 1 cover thinly with gold. 2 tinge 
with golden colour. 

gild? = cunp. 


gill’ /gil/ noun (usually in plural) 1 respiratory 

organ of fish etc. 2 vertical radial plate on 
underside of mushroom etc. 3 flesh below 
person's jaws and ears. 


gill? /d3ul/ noun quarter-pint measure. 


gill? /gul/ noun (also ghyll) 1 deep wooded ravine. 
2 narrow mountain torrent. 


gillie /'grlı/ noun Scottish man or boy attendi 
hunter or angler. aaa 
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gillyflower /‘dsthflave/ noun Clove-scentey 


flower, e.g. wallflower. 
gilt’ /gilt/ adjective overlaid (as) with 

o noun gilding. o gilt-edged (of securities ach 

having high degree of reliability. ) 
gilt? /gilt/ noun young sow. 


gimbals /'d3mb(ə)lz/ plural noun Contrivance 
ofrings etc. for keeping things horizontal in shi 
aircraft, etc. p, 

gimcrack /'d3mkræk/ adjective 
tawdry. © noun showy ornament etc. 

m adjective cheap, cheap and nasty, flimsy, 

rubbishy, shoddy, tawdry, esp. US trashy, | 

trumpery, colloquial useless, worthless. 


flimsy, 


gimlet /‘gmmlit/ noun small boring-tool. 


gimmick /‘gmuk/ noun trick or device, esp. to 
attract attention. o gimmickry noun. gimmicky 
adjective. 


a device, ploy, ruse, stratagem, stunt, subterfuge, 
trick. 


gimp /'gmp/ noun twist of silk etc. with cord or 
wire running through. 

gin' /d3m/ noun spirit distilled from grain or 
malt and flavoured with juniper berries. 

gin? /d3m/ noun 1 snare, trap. 2 machine separat- 
ing cotton from seeds. 3 kind of crane or wind- 
lass. © verb (-nn-) 1 treat (cotton) in gin. 2 trap. 

ginger /'d3md3ə/ noun 1 hot spicy root used in 
cooking. 2 plant having this root. 3 light 
reddish-yellow. adjective of ginger colour. 
Overb 1 flavour with ginger. 2 (+ up) enliven. 
O ginger ale, beer ginger-flavoured fizzy drinks. 
gingerbread ginger-flavoured treacle cake. 
ginger group group urging party or movement 
to stronger action. ginger-nut kind of ginger- 
flavoured biscuit. o gingery adjective. 

gingerly /'d3md3əl1/ adverb in a careful or cau- 
tious way. © adjective showing extreme care or 
caution. 

gingham /‘gmem/ noun plain-woven usually 
checked cotton cloth. 

gingivitis /d3md3r'vaitis/ noun inflammation of 
the gums. 

ginkgo /‘gmkav/ noun (plural -s) tree with 
fan-shaped leaves and yellow flowers. 

ginseng /‘dsmsen/ noun‘ plant found in E. Asia 
and N. America. 2 medicinal root of this. 


Gipsy = Gypsy. 

giraffe /dsr'ra:f/ noun (plural same or -S) tall 
4-legged African animal with long neck. 

gird /93:d/ (past & past participle girded or girt) 
encircle or fasten (on) with waistbelt etc. 5 gi 
(up) one’s loins prepare for action. 

girder /'g3:də/ noun iron or steel beam or com- 
pound structure for bridge-building etc. 


[= bar, beam, joist, rafter. = 


girdle" /'g3:d(2)l/ noun 1 belt or cord worn round 
waist. 2 corset. 3 thing that surrounds. 4 pony 
Sepon for limbs. © verb (-ling) surround W. 
girdle. 
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anoun 1 band, belt, waistband. © verb see 
SURROUND verb. 


girdle” ['g3:d(e)l/ noun Scottish & Northern 


English = GRIDDLE. 
girl /g3:1/ noun 1 female child. 2 colloquial young 
woman. 3 colloquial girlfriend. 4 female servant. 
a girlfriend person’s regular female companion. 
Girl Guide Guide. Girl Scout female Scout. 
o girlhood noun. girlish adjective. girly adjec- 


hate 4 archaic damsel, daughter, female, hoyden, 
esp. Scottish & Northern English or poetical lass, 
archaic maid, archaic maiden, schoolgirl, tomboy. 
2 slang bird, archaic damsel, daughter, débutante, 
female, hoyden, esp. Scottish & Northern English 
or poetical lass, archaic maid, archaic maiden, 
Australian & NZ slang sheila, jocularwench, 
woman. 3 fiancée, girlfriend, sweetheart, 
colloquial woman. 


giro /‘dsairau/ noun (plural-s) 1 system of credit 
transfer between banks, Post Offices, etc. 2 
cheque or payment by giro. © verb (-es, -ed) pay 
by giro. 

girt past & past participle of GIRD. 

girth /g3:0/ noun 1 distance rounda thing. 2 band 
round body of horse securing saddle. 


| n 1 circumference, perimeter. 


gist /‘d3zist/ noun substance or essence of a 
matter; general drift (of speech etc.). 

a core, direction, drift, essence, general sense, 

main idea, meaning, nub, pith, point, 

quintessence, significance. 


git /git/ noun slang silly or contemptible person. 


gîte /3i:t} noun furnished holiday house in 
French countryside. [French] 
give /gtv/ verb (-ving; past gave; past participle 
given) 1 transfer possession of freely. 2 provide 
with. 3 administer. 4 deliver (message). 5 (often 
+ for) make over in exchange or payment. 6 
confer; accord. 7 pledge. 8 perform (action etc.). 
9 utter, declare. 10 yield to pressure; collapse. 
11 yield as product. 12 consign. 13 devote. 14 
present, offer (one’s hand, arm, etc.). 15 impart; 
be source of. 16 concede. 17 grant. 18 put on 
(party, meal, etc.). © noun 1 capacity to comply. 
2 elasticity. Ogive and take 1 exchange of talk 
or ideas. 2 ability to compromise. give away 1 
transfer as gift. 2 hand over (bride) to bride- 
groom. 3 betray or expose. give-away noun collo- 
quial 1 unintentional disclosure. 2 free or 
Mexpensive thing. give in 4 yield. 2hand in. give 
at emit. give out 1 announce; emit; distribute. 2 
E exhausted. 3 run short. give over 1 colloquial 
esist. 2 hand over. 3 devote. give the game 
aed reveal secret. give up 1 resign; surrender. 
( Part with. 3 renounce hope (of). 4 cease 
activity), give up the ghost colloquial die. 
O giver noun. 
verb 1 allocate, allot, allow, apportion, assign, 
aes deal out, colloquial dish out, distribute, 
R e out, donate, slang fork out, furnish, give away, 
cae Out, grant, hand over, lend, let (person) have, 
T, Pass on, present, provide, ration out, render, 


girdle | glamour 


share out, supply. 2 endow with, entrust with, equip 
with, furnish with, let (person) have, provide with, 
supply with. 3 (give medicine) administer, 
dispense, dose with, prescribe; (give a 
punishment) impose, inflict, literary mete out. 4 
deliver, display, express, impart, issue, notify, 
publish, put across, put into words, reveal, set out, 
show, tell, transmit. 6 accord, award, bestow, 
confer, grant. 9 emit, let out, utter, voice. 10 be 
flexible, bend, buckle, collapse, distort, fail, fall 
apart, give way, warp, yield. 12 consign, deliver, 
entrust, give away, hand over. 15 cause, create, 
engender, occasion. 18 arrange, organize, 
provide, put on, run, set up. O give away 3 see 
“BETRAY 1-3. give in 1 see SURRENDER Verb 2. give 
off see EMIT. give out 1 see EMIT. give up 1 see 
SURRENDER verb 1-2. 3 see ABANDON Verb 2. give 
up the ghost see DIE’ 1. 


given past participle of Give. © adjective 1 (+ to) 
disposed or prone to. 2 assumed as basis of 
reasoning etc. 3 fixed, specified. 

gizmo /'gızməv/ noun (plural -s) gadget. 

gizzard /'gizad/ noun bird’s second stomach, for 
grinding food. 

glacé /'glæser/ adjective 4 (of fruit) preserved in 
sugar. 2 (of cloth etc.) smooth, polished. 

glacial /‘gletf(2)1/ adjective of ice or glaciers. 

glaciated /‘gleistettid/ adjective 1 marked or 
polished by moving ice. 2 covered with glaciers. 
o glaciation noun. 

glacier /‘gleste/ noun slowly moving mass of 
ice on land. 

glad adjective (-dd-) 1 pleased, willing. 2 joyful, 
cheerful. oglad rags colloquial best clothes. 
o gladden verb. gladly adverb. gladness noun. 

1 disposed, eager, inclined, keen, pleased, 

ready, willing. 2 cheerful, content, delighted, 

gratified, happy, joyful, overjoyed, pleased. 


glade noun clear space in forest. 

gladiator /‘glzdierta/ noun historical trained 
fighter in ancient Roman shows. o gladiatorial 
/-ta'ta:rial/ adjective. 

gladiolus /glædr'əvləs/ noun (plural -li /-la1/) 
plant of lily family with bright flower-spikes. 


gladsome adjective poetical cheerful, joyful. 


Gladstone bag /'glædst(ə)n/ noun kind of 
light portmanteau. 

glair noun 1 white of egg. 2 similar or derivative 
viscous substance. 

glamour /'glæmə/ noun (US glamor) 4 physical, 
esp. cosmetic, attractiveness. 2 alluring or excit- 
ing beauty or charm. o glamorize verb (also -ise) 
(-zing or -sing). glamorous adjective. glamor- 
ously adverb. 

n 1 see BEAUTY 1. 2 allure, appeal, attraction, 

brilliance, charm, excitement, fascination, glitter, 

lustre, magic, romance. o glamorize idealize, 

romanticize. glamorous alluring, appealing, 

beautiful, colourful, dazzling, enviable, exciting, 

exotic, fascinating, glittering, prestigious, 

romantic, smart, spectacular, wealthy. 


glance | glitter 


ce /gla:ns/ verb (-cing) 1 (often + down, up, 
gan Se or refer briefly. 2 (often + off) hit 
at fine angle and bounce off. @ noun 1 brief look. 
2 flash, gleam. 3 swift oblique stroke in cricket. 
nat a glance immediately on looking. 


u verb 1 glimpse, have a quick look, look (briefly), 
| peek, peep, scan, skim. 


gland noun 1 organ etc. secreting substances for 
use in body. 2 similar organ in plant. 

glanders /'glændəz/ plural noun contagious 
horse disease. 

glandular /‘glendjule/ adjective of gland(s). 
o glandular fever infectious disease with swell- 
ing of lymph glands. : 

glare /glea/ verb (-ring) 1 look fiercely. 2 shine 
oppressively. 3 be very evident. © noun 1 oppres- 
sive light or public attention. 2 fierce look. 3 
tawdry brilliance. 

a verb 1 frown, give a nasty look, glower, look 

daggers, lour, lower, scowl, stare angrily. 2 blaze, 

dazzle, flare, reflect, shine. 


glaring adjective 1 looking fiercely. 2 shining 
oppressively. 3 evident, conspicuous. o glar- 
ingly adverb z 


| E 2 see BRIGHT 1. 3 see OBVIOUS. 


glasnost /‘glzznost/ noun (in former USSR) 
policy of more open government. 

glass /gla:s/ noun 4 hard, brittle, usually trans- 
parent substance made by fusing sand with soda 
and lime etc. 2 glass objects collectively. 3 glass 
drinking vessel. 4 its contents. 5 window. 6 
glazed frame for plants. 7 barometer. 8 covering 
of watch-face. 9 lens. 10 mirror. 11 (in plural) 
spectacles. 12 (in plural) binoculars. © verb 
(usually as glassed adjective) fit with glass. 
O glass-blowing blowing of semi-molten glass to 
make glass objects. glass fibre glass filaments 
made into fabric or reinforcing plastic. glass- 
house 1 greenhouse. 2 slang military prison. 
glasspaper paper covered with powdered glass, 
for smoothing etc. glass wool fine glass fibres for 
eos and insulation. o glassful noun (plural 
S). 


m noun 2 crystal. 3 beaker, goblet, tumbler, 
wineglass. 5 pane, window. 9 eyeglass, lens, 
magnifying glass, monocle. 10 looking-glass, 
mirror, reflector. 14 (glasses) eyeglasses, 
colloquial specs, spectacles, 12 binoculars, 
field-glasses, opera-glasses. o glasshouse 1 
conservatory, greenhouse, hothouse. 


glassy /'gla:s1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 4 li ` 
2 (of eye etc.) dull, fixed. $ epee 
u 1 glazed, gleaming, glossy, icy, polished, 
Shining, shiny, smooth, vitreous. 2 see 
EXPRESSIONLESS (EXPRESSION). 


glaucoma /gla:‘kauma/ noun eye disease with 
pressure in eyeball and gradual loss of sight. 

glaze verb zing) 1 fit with glass or windows. 2 
Cover (pottery etc.) with Vitreous substance or 
(surface) with smooth shiny coating. 3 (often + 
over) (of eyes) become glassy. © noun substance 
used for or surface produced by glazing. 
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a verb 2 burnish, enamel, gloss, la uer, poli 
shellac, shine, varnish. a polish, 


glazier /‘gleizie/ noun person who 
windows etc. Blazes 


gleam noun faint or brief light or show. verb 
emit gleam(s). o gleaming adjective. 
a verb flash, glimmer, glint, glisten, glow, reflect, 
shimmer, shine. O0 gleaming see BRIGHT 4. 


glean verb 1 gather (facts etc.). 2 gather (corn 
left by reapers). o gleanings plural noun, 

glebe noun 1 piece of land yielding revenue to 
benefice. 2 poetical earth; land, field. 


glee noun 1 mirth, delight. 2 musical compos. 
ition for several voices. o gleeful adjective. glee- 
fully adverb. 

a o gleeful cheerful, delighted, ecstatic, 
exuberant, exultant, gay, happy, jovial, joyful, 

jubilant, overjoyed, pleased, rapturous, 

triumphant. 


glen noun narrow valley. 

glengarry /glen'gærr/ noun (plural -ies) kind 
of Highland cap. 

glib adjective (-bb-) speaking or spoken fluently 
but insincerely. o glibly adverb. glibness noun. 
a articulate, facile, fast-talking, fluent, insincere, 

plausible, quick, ready, shallow, slick, smooth, 

smooth-tongued, suave, superficial, unctuous. 


glide verb (-ding) 1 move smoothly or continu- 
ously. 2 (of aircraft) fly without engine-power. 3 
go stealthily. © noun gliding motion. 

m verb 1 coast, drift, float, fly, freewheel, glissade, 

hang, hover, sail, skate, ski, skid, skim, slide, slip, 

soar, stream. 


glider /'glardə/ noun light aircraft without 
engine. 

glimmer /'glmə/ verb shine faintly or intermit- 
tently. © noun 1 faint or wavering light. 2 (also 
glimmering) (usually + of) smali sign. 

glimpse /glimps/ noun (often + of, at) 1 brief 
view. 2 faint transient appearance. © verb (-sing) 
have brief view of. 

m noun 1 glance, look, peep, sight, colloquial 

squint, view. © verb discern, distinguish, espy, 

make out, notice, observe, see briefly, sight, 

colloquial spot, spy. 


glint verb & noun flash, glitter. 

glissade /gl'sa:d/ noun 1 controlled slide down 
snow slope. 2 gliding. e verb (-ding) perform 
glissade. 

glissando /gli'sendav/ noun (plural -di /-d1/ ot 
-s) Music continuous slide of adjacent notes. 

glisten /‘glis()n/ verb shine like wet or polished 
surface. © noun glitter. 

m verb flash, gleam, glimmer, glint, glitter, reflect, 

shimmer, shine, Sparkle. 


glitch noun colloquial irregularity, malfunc 
on. 


glitter /'girtə/ verb 4 shine with brilliant 


._—_ Oo 
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ight; sparkle. 2 (often + with) be showy. 
ee ile. 2 showiness. 3 tiny pieces of 
glittering material. o glittering adjective. ; 
guerb1 coruscate, flash, glint, glisten, scintillate, 
spark, sparkle, twinkle. o glittering see BRIGHT 1. 


litz noun slang showy glamour. o glitzy adjec- 
tive (ier, -iest). 
gloaming ['gloummw/ noun poetical twilight. 
loat verb (often + over etc.) look or ponder with 
edy or malicious pleasure. 
a boast, brag, crow, exult, glory, rejoice, rub it in, 
colloquial show off, triumph. 


lobal /'gləvb(ə)l/ adjective 1 worldwide. 2 
all-embracing. o global warming increase in 
temperature of earth’s atmosphere. o globally 
adverb. 

u 4 international, pandemic, universal, worldwide. 
2 all-embracing, broad, far-reaching, total, 
universal, wide-ranging. 


globe noun 1 spherical object. 2 spherical map 

of earth. 3 (the globe) the earth. o globe arti- 
choke partly edible head of artichoke plant. 
globe-trotter person travelling widely. globe- 
trotting noun & adjective. 


u 1 ball, globule, orb, sphere. 3 earth, planet, 
world. 


globular /‘globjule/ adjective 1 globe-shaped. 2 
composed of globules. 

globule /'glvbju:1/ noun small globe, round par- 
ticle, or drop. 

glockenspiel /'glokənspi:l/ moun musical 
instrument of bells or metal bars played with 
hammers. 


gloom /glu:m/ noun 1 darkness. 2 melancholy, 
depression. 
1 blackness, cloudiness, darkness, dimness, 
dullness, dusk, murkiness, obscurity, 
semi-darkness, shade, shadow, twilight. 2 see 
DEPRESSION 1. 


gloomy /'glu:mr/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 dark. 2 
depressed. 3 depressing. 
u 1 cloudy, dark, dim, dingy, dull, grey, murky, 
obscure, overcast, shadowy, shady, sombre. 2 
depressed, desolate, dismal, doleful, 
downhearted, forlorn, glum, heavy-hearted, 
joyless, lugubrious, miserable, morose, mournful, 
Pessimistic, sad, saturnine, sullen. 3 cheerless, 
depressing, dismal, dreary, grim. 


Glorify /'glo:rıfaı/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 make glori- 
Se 2 make seem more splendid than is the case. 
as glorified adjective) treated as more import- 
mi etc. than it is. 4 extol. o glorification noun. 
morous l'glo:r1əs/ adjective 1 possessing or con- 
tring glory. 2 colloquial splendid, excellent. 
gloriously adverb. 
fe celcbrated; distinguished, eminent, famed, 
ran us, heroic, illustrious, noble, noted, 
peed triumphant. 2 beautiful, bright, brilliant, 
oo ing, delightful, excellent, fine, colloquial 
roua grand, impressive, lovely, magnificent, 
Jestic, marvellous, outstanding, pleasurable, 


glitz | glow 


resplendent, spectacular, splendid, colloquial 
super, superb, wonderful. 


glory l'glo:rı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 (thing 
bringing) renown, honourable fame, etc. 2 
oring praise. 3 resplendent majesty, beauty, 
etc. 4 halo of saint. © verb (-ies, "ied be + D 
take pride. 
a noun 1 credit, distinction, eminence, fame, 
honour, colloquial kudos, praise, prestige, 
renown, repute, reputation, success, triumph. 2 
adoration, exaltation, glorification, gratitude, 
homage, praise, thanksgiving, veneration, 
worship. 3 beauty, brightness, brilliance, 
grandeur, magnificence, majesty, radiance, 
splendour, wonder. 


gloss' noun 1 surface lustre. 2 deceptively 
attractive appearance. 3 (in full gloss paint) 
paint giving glossy finish. © verb make glossy. 
o gloss over seek to conceal. 

a noun 1 brightness, brilliance, burnish, finish, 

glaze, gleam, lustre, polish, sheen, shine, varnish. 

o gloss over see CONCEAL. 


gloss? noun 1 explanatory comment added to 
text. 2 interpretation. © verb add gloss to. 

a noun annotation, comment, definition, 

elucidation, exegesis, explanation, footnote, 

interpretation, marginal note, note, paraphrase. 

@ verb annotate, comment on, define, elucidate, 

explain, interpret, paraphrase. 


glossary /‘glosari/ noun (plural -ies) diction- 
ary of technical or special words, esp. as 
appendix. 


| m dictionary, phrase book, vocabulary. 


glossy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 smooth and shiny. 
2 printed on such paper. © noun (plural-ies) col- 
loquial glossy magazine or photograph. 

n adjective 4 bright, burnished, glassy, glazed, 

gleaming, glistening, lustrous, polished, 

reflective, shiny, silky, sleek, smooth, waxed. 


glottal /‘glot(e)l/ adjective of the glottis. 
aglottal stop sound produced by sudden 
opening or shutting of glottis. 


glottis /‘glotis/ noun opening at upper end of 
windpipe between vocal cords. 


glove /glav/ noun 1 hand-covering for protec- 
tion, warmth, etc. 2 boxing glove. © verb (-ving) 
cover or provide with gloves. a glove compart: 
ment recess for small articles in car dashboard. 
glove puppet small puppet fitted on hand. 


| a noun 4 gauntlet, mitt, mitten. 


glow /gleu/ verb 1 emit flameless light and heat. 
2 (often + with) feel bodily heat or strong 
emotion. 3 show warm colour. @ noun 1 glowing 
state. 2 glowing appearance; warm colour. 3 
glowing feeling. 4 ardour. o glow-worm beetle 
that emits green light from abdomen. 
m verb 1 gleam, incandesce, light up, 
phosphoresce, radiate, shine, smoulder. 2, 3 
blush, flush, redden, warm. @ noun 4 burning, 


glower | go 


i i ity, lustre, 
fieriness, heat, incandescence, luminosity, 
phosphorescence, radiation, redness. 2 blush, 
flush, radiance, redness, rosiness. 4 ardour, 
enthusiasm, fervour, passion, warmth. 


glower /‘glava/ verb (often + at) scowl. 


| u frown, glare, lour, lower, scowl, stare angrily. 


glowing adjective 1 emitting flameless light and 
heat. 2 expressing pride or satisfaction. 

u 1 aglow, bright, hot, incandescent, lambent, 

luminous, phosphorescent, radiant, red, red-hot, 

warm, white-hot. 2 complimentary, enthusiastic, 

favourable, laudatory. 


glucose /‘glu:kaus/ noun kind of sugar found in 
blood, fruits, etc. 


glue noun substance used as adhesive. @ verb 
(glues, glued, gluing or glueing) 1 attach (as) 
with glue. 2 hold closely. u glue ear blocking of 
(esp. child’s) Eustachian tube. glue-sniffing 
inhalation of fumes from adhesives as intoxi- 
cant. o gluey adjective (gluier, gluiest). 

u noun adhesive, cement, fixative, gum, paste, 

sealant, size. © verb 1 affix, bond, cement, fasten, 

fix, gum, paste, seal, stick. 


glum adjective (-mm-) dejected, sullen. o glumly 
adverb. glumness noun. 

u cheerless, dejected, depressed, dispirited, 

displeased, gloomy, grim, heavy-hearted, 

joyless, lugubrious, moody, morose, mournful, out 

of sorts, sad, saturnine, sullen. 


glut verb (-tt-) 4 feed or indulge to the full; satiate. 
2 overstock. @ noun excessive supply; surfeit. 


u noun abundance, excess, over-abundance, 
overprovision, superfluity, surfeit, surplus. 


gluten I'glu:t(2)n/ noun sticky part of wheat 
our. 


glutinous /'glu:tməs/ adjective sticky, gluelike. 


glutton /'glat(ə)n/ noun 1 excessive eater. 2 
(often + for) colloquial insatiably eager person. 3 
voracious animal of weasel family. o gluttonous 
adjective, gluttonously adverb. gluttony noun. 
m 1 good trencherman, gormandizer, gourmand, 

guzzler, colloquial pig. o gluttonous 

gormandizing, greedy, piggish, voracious. 


glycerine ['glisari:n/ noun (also glycerol, US 
glycerin) colourless sweet viscous liquid used in 
medicines, explosives, etc. 


gm abbreviation gram(s). 

GMT abbreviation Greenwich Mean Time. 

gnarled /na:ld/ adjective knobbly, twisted, 
rugged. 

m bent, bumpy, Contorted, crooked, distorted, 


knobbly, knotted, knotty, lumpy, rou: h, rugged, 
twisted, warped. Be ete 


gnash /næf/ verb 1 
teeth) strike together. 


gnat /næt/ noun small biting fly. 
gnaw /na:/ verb 4 (often + at, into) bite persist- 


grind (one’s teeth). 2 (of 
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ently. 2 (usually + away etc.) wear 
biting. 3 corrode. 4 torment. away by 


| m 1 bite, chew, eat, munch, nibble. 3 consume 
corrode, erode, wear away. j 


gneiss /nars/ noun coarse-grained 

feldspar, quartz, and mica. rock of 
gnome /nəum/ noun 1 dwarf, goblin. 2 (esp. in 
plural) colloquial person with sinister influence 
esp. financial. ? 


gnomic /‘naumik/ adjective of aphorisms; sen. 
tentious. 


gnomon /‘naumnn/ noun rod etc. 
showing time by its shadow. 


gnostic /'nostik/ adjective 1 of knowledge, 2 
having special mystic knowledge. © noun 
(Gnostic) early Christian heretic claiming 
tical knowledge. o Gnosticism l-sız(ə)m/ noun, 


GNP abbreviation gross national product. 


gnu /nu:/ noun (plural same or -s) oxlike ante- 
lope. 


go' verb (3rd singular present goes /gavz/: past 
went; past participle gone /gon/) 1 (start to ) 
walk, travel, proceed. 2 participate in (doing 
something). 3 extend in a certain direction. 4 
depart. 5 move, function. 6 make specified move- 
ment or sound. 7 colloquial say. 8 be. 9 become. 
10 elapse; be traversed. 11 (of song etc.) have 
specified wording etc. 12 (often + together) 
match. 13 be regularly kept. 14 fit. 15 be success- 
ful. 16 be sold. 17 (of money) be spent. 18 be 
relinquished. 19 fail, decline; collapse. 20 be 
acceptable or accepted. 21 (often + by, with, on, 
upon) be guided by. 22 (often + to) attend regu- 
larly. 23 (+ to, towards) contribute to. 24 (+ for) 
apply to. © noun (plural goes) 1 animation. 2 
vigorous activity. 3 success. 4 turn; attempt. 
O get going start steadily talking, working, etc. 
go-ahead © adjective enterprising. © noun per- 
mission to proceed. go along with agree to; take 
same view as. go around with be regularly in 
company of. go away depart. go back on fail to 
honour (promise or commitment). go-between 
intermediary. go down 1 descend. 2 become less. 
3 decrease (in price). 4 subside. 5 sink. 6 (of sun) 
set. 7 deteriorate; cease to function. 8 be 
recorded. 9 be swallowed. 10 (+ with) find accept- 
ance with. 11 colloquial leave university. 12 col- 
loquial be sent to prison. 13 (+ with) become ill 
with. go for 1 go to fetch. 2 prefer; choose. 3 pass 
or be accounted as. 4 colloquial attack. 5 collo- 
quial strive to attain. go-getter colloquial 
pushily enterprising person. go in for compete or 
engage in. go into 1 enter. 2 investigate. go-kart 
miniature racing car with skeleton body. go off 
1 explode. 2 deteriorate. 3 fall asleep. 4 begin to 
islike. go off well, badly succeed, fail. go on 
1 continue. 2 proceed. 3 colloquial talk at great 
length. 4 (+ at) colloquial nag. 5 use as evidence. 
go out 1 leave room or house. 2 be extinguished. 
3 be broadcast. 4 cease to be fashionable. 5 (often 
+ with) have romantic or sexual relationship. 
(usually + to) sympathize. go over inspect details 
of; rehearse. go round 1 spin, revolve. 2 sumca 
forall. go slow work slowly as industrial protes 


on sundial, 


inexperience. go under sink; succumb; 
gogo UP Aes 2 increase (in price). 3 be con- 
umed (in flames etc.); explode. 4 colloquial enter 
ity. go with 1 be pair with. 2 match. 3 
o without manage without or forgo 
(something). have ago at 1 attack. 2 attempt. on 
the go colloquial active. 
a verb 1 advance, begin, colloquial be off, formal 
commence, embark, get going, get moving, get 
out, get under way, move, pass along, pass on, 
roceed, run, set off, set out, start, travel, walk, 
wend one's way. 3 extend, lead, reach, stretch. 4 
decamp, depart, disappear, escape, get away, 
leave, make off, retire, retreat, slang shove off, take 
off, take one's leave, vanish, withdraw. 5 act, 
function, move, operate, perform, run, work. 6, 7 
say, sound, utter. 9 become, grow, turn. 10 elapse, 
lapse, pass. 12 see MATCH' verb 1. 13 belong, have 
aproper place, live. 19 collapse, decline, die, fade, 
fail, give way. © noun 4 attempt, chance, colloquial 
crack, opportunity, colloquial shot, colloquial 
stab, try, turn. o go-ahead © adjective ambitious, 
enterprising, forward-looking, progressive, 
resourceful. © noun approval, green light, 
permission, sanction, colloquial say-so, thumbs 
up. go away see DEPART 1,2. go-between agent, 
broker, envoy, intermediary, mediator, 
messenger, middleman, negotiator. go down 1 
see DESCEND 1. 5 see SINK Verb 1—-2;4. go for 2 see 
LIKE? verb 2. go into 2 see INVESTIGATE. go Off 1 
see EXPLODE 1,2. go on 1 see CONTINUE 1. go 
through see SUFFER 2,3. go with 3 see ACCOMPANY 
1. go without see ABSTAIN 1. 


go’ noun Japanese board game. 


goad verb 1 urge with goad. 2 (usually + on, into) 
irritate; stimulate. © moun 1 spiked stick for 
urging cattle. 2 thing that torments or incites. 

u verb 2 badger, chivvy, egg on, colloquial hassle, 

colloquial needle, prod, prompt, spur, stimulate, 

urge. 


goal noun 1 object of effort. 2 destination. 3 
structure into or through which ball is to be 
driven in certain games. 4 point(s) so won. 5 
point where race ends. 0 goalkeeper player pro- 
tecting goal. goalpost either post supporting 
Crossbar of goal. 

a1 aim, ambition, aspiration, design, end, ideal, 
intention, object, objective, purpose, target. 2 
destination, end, target. 


goalie noun colloquial goalkeeper. 
goat noun 1 small domesticated mammal with 
orns and (in male) beard. 2 licentious man. 3 
colloquial fool. n get (person's) goat colloquial 
tate him or her. 
ee /gau'ti:/ noun small pointed beard. 
Fo slang mouth. o gobsmacked slang 
> rgasted. gob-stopper large hard sweet. 
§ob* slang noun clot of slimy matter. © verb 
(-bb-) spit. 
Sobbet /‘gnbit/ noun 1 lump of flesh, food, etc. 2 
ct from text set for translation or comment. 


ae 'gob(e)l/ verb (-ling) eat hurriedly and 


go | gold 
| m bolt, devour, gulp, guzzle, colloquial scoff, wolf. 


gobble? /'gob(ə)l/ verb (ling) 4 (of turk 
make guttural sound. 2 Sore ee re 

gobbledegook /'gobəldıgu:k/ noun (also 
gobbledeygook) colloquial pompous or aL 
ligible jargon. 


goblet /‘goblit/ noun drinking vessel with foot 
and stem. 


goblin /‘goblm/ noun mischievous demon. 


goby. /'gəubr/ noun (plural -ies) small fish with 
sucker on underside. 
god noun 1 superhuman being worshipped as 
possessing power over nature, human fortunes, 
etc. 2 (God) creator and ruler of universe. 3 idol; 
adored person. 4 (the gods) (occupants of) 
gallery in theatre. o godchild person in relation 
to godparent. god-daughter female godchild. 
godfather male godparent. God-fearing reli- 
gious. godforsaken devoid of all merit; dismal. 
godmother female godparent. godparent person 
who responds on behalf of candidate at baptism. 
godsend unexpected welcome event or acquisi- 
tion. godson male godchild. o godlike adjective. 
m 1 deity, divinity, godhead, spirit; (the gods) the 
immortals, the pantheon. 2 (God) the Almighty, the 
Creator, the supreme being. 0 godsend blessing, 
boon, gift, miracle, stroke of good fortune, 
windfall. 


goddess /‘gndis/ noun 1 female deity. 2 adored 
woman. 


| u 1 deity, divinity, godhead, spirit. 
godhead noun 1 divine nature. 2 deity. 


godless adjective 1 impious, wicked. 2 not 
believing in God. o godlessness oun. 


godly /‘godli/ adjective (-ier, -lest) pious, devout. 
o godliness noun. 

goer /‘gave/ noun 1 person or thing that goes. 2 
colloquial lively or sexually promiscuous 
person. o -goer regular attender. 
‘oggle /'gng(e)l/ verb (-ling) 1 (often + at) look 

9999 ide open eyes. 2 (ofeyes) berolled; project. 
3 roll (eyes). @ adjective (of eyes) protuberant, 
rolling. @noun (in plural) spectacles for pro- 
tecting eyes. 0 goggle-box colloquial television 
set. 
oing /'gəum/ noun condition of ground as 

t a etc. @adjective 1 in action. 2 
existing, available. 3 current, prevalent. o going 
concern thriving business. going-over (plural 
goings-over) 1 colloquial inspection or over- 
haul. 2 slang thrashing. goings-on strange 
conduct. 

goitre /‘goite/ noun (US goiter) abnormal 
enlargement of thyroid gland. 

auld/ noun 1 precious yellow metal. 2 

gola loni 3 coins or articles of gold. @ adjec- 
tive of or coloured like gold. o gold-digger slang 
woman who goes after men for their money. gold 
field area with naturally occurring gold. gold- 
finch brightly coloured songbird. goldfish small 
golden-red Chinese carp. gold leaf gold beaten 


thin sheet. gold medal medal given usually 

arnt prize. gold plate 1 vessels of gold. 2 ma- 
terial plated with gold. gold-plate plate with 
gold. gold-rush rush to newly discovered gold 
field. goldsmith worker in gold. gold standard 
financial system in which value of money is 
based on gold. 

golden /‘gauld(e)n/ adjective 1 of gold. 2 col- 
oured or shining like gold. 3 precious. excellent. 
o golden handshake colloquial gratuity as com- 
pensation for redundancy or compulsory retire- 
ment. golden jubilee 50th anniversary of reign. 
golden mean principle of moderation. golden 
retriever retriever with gold-coloured coat. 
golden wedding 50th anniversary of wedding. 
| m 1 aureate, gilded, gilt. 2 blond, blonde, flaxen, 


A WAY Wine Vis 


golf noun game in which small hard ball isstruck 
with clubs over ground into series of small holes. 
overb play golf. o golf ball 1 ball used in golf. 
2 spherical unit carrying type in some electric 
typewriters. golf course area of land on which 
golf is played. golf club 1 club used in golf. 2 
(premises of) association for playing golf. 
o golfer noun. 

golliwog /‘golnwog/ noun black-faced soft doll 
with fuzzy hair. 

gonad /‘geunzd/ noun animal organ producing 
gametes, e.g. testis or ovary. 

gondola j'gondələ/ noun 1 light Venetian 
canal-boat. 2 car suspended from airship. 


gondolier /gonda'lia/ noun oarsman of gondola. 


gone /gon/ past participle of co'. © adjective 1 (of 
time) past. 2 lost, hopeless. 3 dead. 4 colloquial 
pregnant for specified time. 


goner /'gonə/ noun slang person or thing that is 
doomed or irrevocably lost. 


gong noun 1 metal disc giving resonant note 
ti struck. 2 saucer-shaped bell. 3 slang 
medal. 


gonorrhoea /gonə'ri:ə/ noun (US gonorrhea) a 
venereal disease. P 


goo noun colloquial 1 sticky or slimy substance. 
2 sickly sentiment. o gooey adjective (gooier, 
gooiest). 

good /gud/ adjective (better, best) 1 havingright 
or desired qualities; adequate. 2 (of ean bs 
petent, effective. 3 (of thing) efficient. 4 kind. 5 
morally excellent, virtuous. 6 well behaved. 7 
agreeable, enjoyable. 8 (of book) well written, 


beneficial; healthy; eatable. 12 valid. @noun 1 
(only in singular) good quality or circumstance. 
2 (in plural) movable property, merchandise. 


humour genial mood. good-humoured adjec- 
tive. good-looking handsome. good nature 
kindly disposition. good-natured adjective. 
good-tempered cheerful; 
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m adjective 1 acceptable, adequate, admirable 
appropriate, commendable, esteemed, fair fine 
gratifying, happy, perfect, praiseworthy, proper’ 
right, satisfactory, suitable, colloquial useful” 
valuable, worthy. 2 able, accomplished, adept 
capable, clever, competent, conscientious, |” 
efficient, gifted, proficient, skilful, skilled, talenteg 
3 careful, competent, creditable, efficient, ` 
meritorious, professional, thorough. 4 benevolent 
benign, caring, charitable, considerate, decent, ` 
dependable, dutiful, friendly, helpful, honest, 
humane, just, kind, loyal, merciful, personable, 
reliable, thoughtful, true, trustworthy. 5 chaste, 
ethical, holy, honourable, incorruptible, innocent 
law-abiding, moral, noble, philanthropic, pure, ` 
religious, righteous, saintly, upright, virtuous, 
worthy. 6 angelic, obedient, well behaved, well 
mannered. 7 agreeable, delightful, enjoyable, 
excellent, colloquial fabulous, colloquial fantastic, 
fine, colloquial great, colloquial incredible, 
colloquial lovely, marvellous, nice, Phenomenal, 
pleasant, pleasing, colloquial sensational, 
splendid, colloquial super, colloquial superb, 
wonderful. 8 classic, exciting, great, interesting, 
readable, well written. 11 beneficial, delicious, 
eatable, healthy, nourishing, nutritious, tasty, well 
cooked, wholesome. 12 fair, legitimate, proper, 
right, sound, valid. © noun 2 (goods) belongings, 
chattels, commodities, effects, freight, 
merchandise, possessions, produce, property, 
stock, wares. O0 good-humoured see Goop- 
TEMPERED. good-looking see HANDSOME 1. 
good-natured see KIND adjective. 
good-tempered accommodating, amenable, 
amiable, benevolent, benign, cheerful, cheery, 
considerate, cooperative, cordial, friendly, genial, 
good-humoured, good-natured, helpful, ina good 
mood, obliging, patient, pleasant, relaxed, 
smiling. 


goodbye /gud'bai/ (US goodby) interjection: 

expressing good wishes at parting. onoun 

(plural -byes or US -bys) parting, farewell. 
m interjection adieu, au revoir, bon voyage, 
colloquial bye, colloquial cheerio, colloquial ciao, 
farewell, colloquial see you, colloquial so long, 
colloquial ta-ta. © noun au revoir, farewell, 
departure, leave-taking, parting, send-off, formal 
valediction. 


goodly /‘gudli/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 handsome. 
2 of imposing size etc. 

goodness /‘gudnis/ noun 1 virtue; excellence. 
2 kindness. 3 nutriment. 

goody /‘gudi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 colloquial 
good person. 2 (usually in plural) something 
good or attractive, esp. to eat. © interjection: 
expressing childish delight. o goody-goody collo- 
quial (person who is) smugly or obtrusively vir- 
tuous. 

goof /gu:f/ slang noun foolish or stupid person 
or mistake. @verb bungle, blunder. a goofy 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 

googly /'gu:gli/ noun (plural -ies) Cricket ball 
bowled so as to bounce in unexpected diee E 

goon /gu:n/ noun slang 1 stupid person. 2 esP- 
US hired ruffian. = ie 


323 
u:s/ noun (plural geese /gi:s/) 1 large 

Cee bird. 2 female of this. 3 colloquial 
simpleton. © goose-flesh, -pimples (US 
‘pumps) pimply state of skin due to cold or 
fright. goose-step stiff legged marching step. 

gooseberry |'gozbert/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
‘small green usually sour berry. 2 thorny shrub 
pearing this. 

gopher ['gaufe] noun American burrowing 
rodent. 

gore’ noun clotted blood. - 

gore” verb (-ring) pierce with horn, tusk, etc. 

gore? noun 1 wedge-shaped piece in garment. 
2 triangular or tapering piece in umbrella etc. 
o verb (-ring) shape with gore. 

gorge noun 1 narrow opening between hills. 2 
surfeit. 3 contents of stomach. © verb (-ging) 1 
feed greedily. 2 satiate. 


n verb 1 be greedy, guzzle, indulge oneself, 
colloquial make a pig of oneself, overeat, stuff 
oneself. 


gorgeous /'g2:d3as/ adjective 1 richly coloured, 
magnificent. 2 colloquial splendid. 3 colloquial 
strikingly beautiful. o gorgeously adverb. 


a 1 colourful, dazzling, colloquial glorious, 
magnificent, resplendent, showy, splendid, 
sumptuous. 2 see SPLENDID 1. 3 see BEAUTIFUL 1. 


gorgon /'go:gen/ noun 1 (in Greek mythology) 
any of 3 snake-haired sisters able to turn people 
to stone. 2 frightening or repulsive woman. 

Gorgonzola /go:gen'zaule/ noun rich blue- 
veined Italian cheese. 

gorilla /ga'rile/ noun largest anthropoid ape. 

gormandize /'go:m(s)ndaiz/ (also -ise) verb 1 
eat or devour voraciously. 2 indulge in good 
eating. ©noun = GOURMANDISE. O gormandizer 
noun, 

gormless /‘go:mlis/ adjective colloquial foolish, 

king sense. o gormlessly adverb. 


gorse /go:s/ noun prickly yellow-flowered 
shrub. 


Gorsedd I'g9:se5/ noun Druidic order meeting 
before eisteddfod. 

gory /'go:r1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 involving 
bloodshed. 2 bloodstained. 


5 1 bloody, grisly, gruesome, sanguinary, savage. 
2 bloodstained, bloody. 


YoSh interjection: expressing surprise. 
eon I'gosho:k/ noun large short-winged 


gosling /‘gozlm/ noun young goose. 


ee I'gosp(2)l/ noun 1 teaching or revelation 
ack ist. 2 (Gospel) (each of 4 books giving) 
(Goan; of Christ's life in New Testament. 3 
4 Te portion of this read at church service. 
hA ing regarded as absolutely true. o gospel 
usic black American religious singing. 
B 3 lesson, message, reading. 


Jossamer /'gosəmə/ noun 1 filmy substance of 


goose | governess 


small spiders’ webs. 2 delicate 

© adjective light and flimsy as seed atta 
gossip /'gosp/ noun 41 unconstrained talk 

Writing, esp. about people. 2 idle talk. 3 parca 

indulging in gossip. @ verb (-p-) talk or write 

gossip. dgossip column regular newspaper 

column of gossip. a gossipy adjective. 
m noun 1,2 casual talk, chatter, hearsay, prattle, 
rumour, scandal, small talk, tattle, tittle-tattle. 3 
busybody, scandalmonger, tell-tale. © verb blab, 
chat, chatter, colloquial natter, prattle, talk, tattle, 
tell tales, tittle-tattle. 


got past & past participle Of GET. 

Goth noun member of Germanic tribe that 
invaded Roman Empire in 3rd-5th c. 

Gothic adjective 1 of Goths. 2 Architecture in 
the pointed-arch style prevalent in W. Europe in 
12th-16th c. 3 (of novel etc.) in a style popular in 
18th & 19th c., with supernatural or horrifying 
events. 

gotten US past participle of GET. 

gouache /gu:'a:f/ noun 1 painting with opaque 
watercolour. 2 pigments used for this. 

Gouda /'gavdə/ noun flat round Dutch cheese. 


gouge /gaud3/ noun concave-bladed chisel. 
@ verb (-ging) cut or (+ out) force out (as) with 


gouge. 
| m verb chisel, cut, dig, hollow, incise, scoop. 


goulash /‘gu:lzJ/ noun stew of meat and vege- 
tables seasoned with paprika. 

gourd /guad/ noun 1 fleshy fruit of trailing or 
climbing cucumber-like plant. 2 this plant. 3 
dried rind of this fruit used as bottle etc. 

gourmand /‘guamend/ noun 1 glutton. 2 dis- 
puted gourmet. - 
USAGE The use of gourmand to mean ‘gourmet’ 
is considered incorrect by some people. 


gourmandise /gvəmv ‘di:z/ noun habits of a 
gourmand; gluttony. 

gourmet /‘guamei/ noun connoisseur of good 
food. 


| connoisseur, epicure, gastronome, disputed 
| gourmand. 


gout /gaut/ noun disease with inflammation of 
small joints. a gouty adjective. 
overn /‘gav(2)n/ verb 1 rule with authority; 
eae policy and affairs of. 2 influence or 
determine. 3 curb, control.  governable adjec- 
tive. 
m 1 administer, be in charge of, command, conduct 
affairs of, control, direct, guide, head, lead, look 
after, manage, oversee, preside over, reign over, 
rule, run, steer, superintend, supervise. 3 bridle, 
check, control, curb, discipline, keep in check, 
keep under control, master, regulate, restrain, 


tame. 


governance noun act, manner, or function of 
governing. 
overness /‘gavanis/ moun woman employed 
to teach children in private household. 


government | graft 


nment noun 1 manner or system of gov- 

aay 2group of people governing state. 0 gov- 
ernmental /-'men-/ adjective. 
| a 1 administration, authority, bureaucracy, 
| conduct of state affairs, constitution, control, 
| direction, domination, management, oversight, 

regime, regulation, rule, sovereignty, supervision, 
| surveillance, sway. 2 administration, bureaucracy, 


| leadership, ministry. 


governor noun 1 ruler. 2 official governing a 
province, town, etc. 3 executive head of each 
State of US. 4 member of governing body of insti- 
tution. 5 slang one’s employer or father. 6 auto- 
matic regulator controlling speed of engine etc. 
o Governor-General representative of Crown in 
Commonwealth country regarding Queen as 
head of state. o governorship noun. 


gown /gaun/ noun 1 woman's, esp. formal or 
elegant, long dress. 2 official robe of alderman, 
judge, cleric, academic, etc. 3 surgeon’s overall. 
| m 1 dress, frock. 2 robe, vestment. 


goy noun (plural -im or -s) Jewish name for 
non-Jew. 


GP abbreviation general practitioner. 
GPO abbreviation General Post Office. 


gr abbreviation (also gr.) 1 gram(s). 2 grain(s). 3 
gross. 


grab verb(-bb-) 1 seize suddenly. 2 take greedily. 
3 slang impress. 4 (+ at) snatch at. © noun 1 
sudden clutch or attempt to seize. 2 device for 
clutching. 

a verb 1 capture, catch, clutch, collar, get hold of, 

grasp, slang nab, pluck, seize, snap up, snatch. 2 

appropriate, colloquial bag, commandeer, 

expropriate, get hold of. 


grace noun 1 elegance of proportions, manner, 
or movement. 2 courteous good will. 3 attractive 
feature. 4 unmerited favour of God. 5 goodwill. 6 
delay granted. 7 thanksgiving at meals. 8 (His, 
Her, Your Grace) title used of or to duke, duchess, 
or archbishop. © verb (-cing) 4 (often + with) add 
grace to. 2 bestow honouron.o grace note Music 
note embellishing melody. 
m noun 1 attractiveness, beauty, charm, ease, 
elegance, fluidity, gracefulness, loveliness, poise, 
refinement, softness, tastefulness, 2 benevolence, 
Courtesy, decency, goodness, good will, 
graciousness, kindness, politeness. 4 
beneficence, benevolence, compassion, favour, 
forgiveness, goodness, graciousness, kindness, 
love, mercy. 7 blessing, prayer, thanksgiving, 


graceful adjective 4 full of grace or elegance, 2 
polite, kind. o gracefully adverb, gracefulness 
noun, 
| @ 1 agile, balletic, dignified, easy, elegant, flowing, 
fluid, lithe, natural, nimble, pliant, Smooth, supple, 
+| willowy. 2 courteous, courtly, delicate, kind, Polite, 
refined, suave, tactful, urbane. ; 


graceless adjective 1 lackin . i 
race 8 grace. 2 lacking 
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m 1 awkward, clumsy, gangling, gawky, inelegant 
maladroit, uncoordinated, ungainly, ungraceful, 2 
boorish, gauche, inept, rude, tactless, uncouth, 


gracious /‘gretfas/ adjective.1 kindly, esp. to 

inferiors. 2 merciful. 3 (of way of life) elegant 

luxurious. o gracious living elegant way of life, 

o graciously adverb. graciousness noun. > 
a 1 affable, agreeable, beneficent, benevolent 
considerate, cordial, courteous, friendly, kind, i 
kindly, good-natured, pleasant, polite. 2 clement 
compassionate, forbearing, forgiving, generous, 
indulgent, lenient, magnanimous, merciful, ` 
pitying, sympathetic. 3 affluent, civilized, 
dignified, elegant, expensive, lavish, luxurious, 
opulent, sumptuous. 


gradate /grə'dert/ verb (-ting) 1 (cause to) pass 
gradually from one shade to another, 2 arrange 
in steps or grades. 
gradation noun (usually in plural) 4 Stage of 
transition or advance. 2 degree in rank, inten- 
sity, etc. 3 arrangement in grades. o gradational 
adjective. 
grade noun 1 degree in rank, merit, etc. 2 mark 
indicating quality of student’s work. 3 Slope. 4 
US class in school. © verb (-ding) 1 arrange in 
grades. 2 (+ up, down, off, into, etc.) pass between 
grades. 3 give grade to. 4 reduce to easy gradi- 
ents. o make the grade succeed. 
| m noun 1 category, class, degree, echelon, level, 
notch, point, position, quality, rank, rung, 
standard, standing, status, step. 2 mark, result, 
score. 3 see GRADIENT 1. 4 class, form, year. © verb 
1 arrange, categorize, classify, differentiate, group, 
organize, range, size, sort. 3 assess, evaluate, 
mark, rank, rate. 


gradient /‘greidiant/ noun 1 sloping road etc. 2 
amount of such slope. 


u 1 ascent, bank, declivity, grade, hill, incline, rise, 
slope. 


gradual /‘greed3ual/ adjective 1 happening by 
degrees. 2 not steep or abrupt. o gradually 
adverb. 
© 1 continuous, leisurely, regular, slow, steady, 
unhurried, unspectacular. 2 easy, even, gentle, 
moderate. 


graduate noun /'greed3uat/ holder of academic 

degree. @ verb /-ert/ (-ting) 1 obtain academic 

degree. 2 (+ to) move up to. 3 mark in degrees or 

Portions. 4 arrange in gradations. 5 apportion 

(tax etc.) according to scale. o graduation noun. 
m verb 3 calibrate, gradate, mark off. 


graffiti /gra'fi:tr/ plural noun (singular graffito) 
Writing or drawing on wall etc. 


USAGE Graffiti should be used with plural 
verbs, as in Graffiti have appeared everywhere. 


graft! /gra:ft/ noun 4 shoot or scion planted in 
slit in another stock. 2 piece of transplan 
living tissue. 3 slang hard work. @ verb 1 (oner 
+ In, on, together, etc.) insert (graft). 2 transplan 
(living tissue). 3 (+ in, on) insert or fix (thing 
Permanently to another. 4 slang work hard. - 
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averb1,3 implant, insert, join, splice. 


2 jgra:ft/ colloquial noun 1 practices for 
graft g illicit gains in politics or business. 2 
such gains. © verb seek or make graft. 


il noun (in full Holy Grail) legendary cup or 
rm used by Christ at Last Supper. 
rain noun 1 fruit or seed of cereal. 2 wheat or 
allied food-grass; corn. 3 particle of sand, salt, 
etc. 4 unit of weight (0.065 g). 5 least possible 
amount. 6 texture in skin, wood, stone, etc. 7 
arrangement of lines of fibre in wood. © verb 1 
paint in imitation of grain of wood. 2 form into 
grains. 
u noun 3 crumb, fleck, granule, mote, particle, 
seed, speck. 5 atom, bit, fragment, iota, jot, mite, 
morsel, particle, scrap, trace. 


gram noun (also gramme) metric unit of mass 
equal to one-thousandth ofa kilogram. 


grammar /'græmə/ noun 1 study or rules of 
relations between words in (a) language. 2 
application of such rules. 3 book on grammar. 
grammar school esp. historical secondary 
school with academic curriculum. . 


grammarian /grə'meərıən/ noun expert in 
grammar. 


grammatical /gra'metik(a)l/ adjective of or 
according to grammar. 


gramophone /'græməfəun/ noun ‘record 
player. 


grampus /‘grzempas/ noun (plural -es) sea 
mammal of dolphin family. 


gran noun colloquial grandmother. 


granary /'grænərı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 store- 
house for grain. 2 region producing much corn. 


grand adjective 1 splendid, imposing. 2 chief; of 
chief Importance, 3 (Grand) of highest rank. 4 
colloquial excellent. 5 (seeming to be) socially 
Superior. © noun 1 grand piano. 2 (plural same) 
(usually in plural) slang 1,000 dollars or pounds. 
o grand jury jury to examine validity of accusa- 
tion before trial. grand piano piano with hori- 
zontal strings. grand slam winning of all of 
stoup ofmatches. grand total sum ofother totals. 
n grandly adverb. grandness noun. 
a adjective 1 aristocratic, august, big, dignified, 
anent, colloquial glorious, great, important, 
mposing, impressive, lordly, magnificent, 
meleste; noble, opulent, palatial, regal, royal, 
plendid, stately, sumptuous, superb. 5 grandiose, 
a eat, lofty, majestic, noble, colloquial posh, rich, 
perior, upper-class, colloquial upper-crust. 


grandad noun 
grandfather, (also grand-dad) colloquial 


imei noun child of one’s son or daughter. 
anddaughter noun one’s child’s daughter. 


pie ee /græn'di:/ noun 1 Spanish or Portu- 
noble of highest rank. 2 great personage. 


gr. ‘andeur I 7 
greendga/ noun 1 majesty, splend- 
our, dignity. 2 high rank, eminence. 


r: 
Srandfather noun one's parent's father. 


graft | graph 


o grandfather clock clock in tall wooden case. 


grandiloquent /græn'diləkwən jecti 
z t/ ` adjective 
pompous or inflated in 
pampes OH language. o grandilo- 
m bombastic, elaborate, florid, flowe fusti 

n 1 i , fustian, 
grandiose, high-flown, inflated, aloan 
ornate, poetic, pompous, rhetorical, turgid. 


grandiose /'grændrəvs/ adjective 4 (trying to 
be) imposing. 2 planned on 1: a i- 
osity /-‘psiti/ noun. E oy 
u 1 affected, extravagant, flamboyant, flashy, 
grand, grandiloquent, colloquial highfalutin, 
imposing, ostentatious, pretentious, showy. 2 
ambitious, exaggerated, extravagant, grand, 
imposing, impressive, magnificent, overdone, over 
the top. 


grandma noun colloquial grandmother. 
grandmother noun one’s parent’s mother. 
grandparent noun one’s parent's parent. 


Grand Prix /gra- ‘pri:/ noun any of several 
international motor-racing events. 


grandson noun one’s child’s son. 


grandstand noun main stand for spectators at 
racecourse etc. ‘ 


grange /greind3/ oun country house with farm 
buildings. 

granite /‘grenit/ noun granular crystalline 
rock of quartz, mica, etc. 

granny /‘grent/ noun (also grannie) (plural 
-ies) 1 colloquial grandmother. 2 (in full granny 
knot) reef-knot crossed wrong way. 

grant /gra:nt/ verb 1 consent to fulfil. 2 allow to 
have. 3 give formally; transfer legally. 4 (often + 
that) admit, concede. © noun 1 granting. 2 thing, 
esp. money, granted. otake for granted 1 
assume to be true. 2 cease to appreciate through 
familiarity: o grantor /gra:n'to:/ noun. 

u verb 2, 3 allocate, allot, allow, assign, award, 

bestow on, confer on, donate, give, pay, provide, 

supply. 4 accede, accept, acknowledge, admit, 

agree, concede, consent, formal vouchsafe. 

@ noun 2 allocation, allowance, annuity, award, 

benefaction, bursary, concession, contribution, 

donation, endowment, gift, honorarium, e 

investment, loan, pension, scholarship, 

sponsorship, subsidy, subvention. 


granular /'grænjvlə/ adjective of or like grains 
or granules. 

granulate /‘grenjoleit/ verb (ting) 1 form into 
grains. 2 roughen surface of. o granulation 
noun. ‘ 

granule [greenju:l/ noun small grain. 

grape noun usually green or purple berry 
growing in clusters on vine. o grapeshot histor- 
ical small balls as scattering charge for cannon 
etc. grapevine 1 vine. 2 colloquial means of 
transmission of rumour. 
rapefruit /‘grerpfru:t/ moun (plural same) 
SR round usually yellow citrus fruit. 

graph /gra:f/ noun symbolic diagram repre- 


graphic | grave 


senting relation between two or more variables. 


e verb plot on graph. 
u noun chart, diagram, pie chart, table. 


raphic /'græfik/ adjective 1 of writing, 
diss i 2 vividly descriptive. 0 graphic 
arts visual and technical arts involving design 
or lettering. 0 graphically adverb. ` 
u 1 descriptive, pictorial, representational, visual. 
2 clear, descriptive, detailed, lifelike, lucid, 
photographic, plain, realistic, vivid, well drawn. 


graphics plural noun (usually treated as 
singular) 1 products of graphic arts. 2 use of dia- 
grams in calculation and design. 


graphite ['greefart/ noun crystalline form of 
carbon used as lubricant, in pencils, etc. 


graphology |gre'foledst/ noun study of hand- 
writing. o graphologist noun. 

grapnel /'græpn(ə)l/ noun 4 iron-clawed instru- 
ment for dragging or grasping. 2 small many- 
fluked anchor. 

grapple /'græp(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 (often + with) 
fight at close quarters. 2 (+ with) try to man- 
age (problem etc.). 3 grip with hands; come to 
close quarters with; seize. © noun 4 hold (as) 
of wrestler. 2 contest at close quarters. 3 
clutching-instrument. o grappling hook, iron 
grapnel. 

gw verb 4 (grapple with) fight (with), scuffle with, 

struggle with, tackle, tussle with, wrestle with. 2 

(grapple with) attend to, come to grips with, 

contend with, cope with, deal with, engage with, 

get involved with, handle, have a go at, manage, try 

to solve. 3 see GRASP verb 1. 


grasp /gra:sp/ verb 1 clutch at; seize greedily. 2 
hold firmly. 3 understand, realize. © noun 1 firm 
hold, grip. 2 (+ of) mastery, mental hold of. 

u verb 1 catch, clutch at, get hold of, grab, grapple, 

slang nab, seize, snatch, take hold of. 2 clasp, 

clutch, grip, hang on to, hold. 3 appreciate, 
apprehend, comprehend, colloquial cotton on to, 
follow, colloquial get the hang of, get the point of, 
learn, master, realize, take in, understand. 


grasping adjective avaricious. 
| B see GREEDY 2. 


grass /gra:s/ noun 1 (any of several) plants with 
bladelike leaves eaten by ruminants. 2 pasture 
land; grass-covered ground. 3 grazing. 4 slang 
marijuana. 5 slang informer. © verb 1 cover with 
turf. 2 US pasture. 3 slang betray; inform police. 
o grassland large open area of country covered 
with grass. grass roots 1 fundamental level or 
source. 2 rank and file. grass snake small 
non-poisonous snake. grass widow, widower 
person whose husband or wife is temporarily 
absent. o grassy adjective (-ier, -iest). 
m noun 2 field, grassland, green, lawn, meadow, 
pasture, playing-field, prairie, savannah, steppe, 
literary sward, turf, South African veld. © verb 3 
see INFORM 2. 


grasshopper /‘gra:shopa/ noun jumpi 
chirping insect. ss gre es 
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grate' verb (-ting) 1 reduce to small particles h 
rubbing on rough surface. 2 (often + against ne 
rub with, utter with, or make harsh sound D 
(often + on) have irritating effect. 4 grind, creak 
o grater noun. grating adjective. > 


m 3 see ANNOY 1. 0 grating see ANNOYING (ANNOY) 
HARSH 1. d 


grate? noun (metal) frame holding fuel in fire- 
place etc. 
l n fireplace, hearth. 


grateful /‘grettful/ adjective thankful; feeling or 
showing gratitude. a gratefully adverb. grate- 
fulness noun. 


m appreciative, beholden, gratified, indebted, 
obliged, thankful. 


gratify /'grætfar/ verb (ies, -ied) 1 please, 
delight. 2 indulge. o gratification noun. 


| n 2 fulfil, indulge, pander to, satisfy. 
grating /'grerttm/ noun framework of parallel or 
crossed metal bars. 


gratis /‘gra:tis/ adverb & adjective free, without 
charge 


a complimentary, free, free of charge, gratuitous, 
without charge. 


gratitude ['grætıtju:d/ noun being thankful. 


u appreciation, gratefulness, thankfulness, 
thanks. 


gratuitous /gra'tju:ttes/ adjective 1 given or 
done gratis. 2 uncalled-for, motiveless. O gra- 
tuitously adverb. gratuitousness noun. 

H 1 see GRATIS. 2 baseless, groundless, needless, 
unasked-for, uncalled-for, undeserved, 
unjustifiable, unmerited, unnecessary, 
unprovoked, unsolicited, unwarranted. 


gratuity /gra'tju:1t/ noun (plural -les) money 
given for good service. 


u bonus, colloquial perk, present, recompense, 
reward, tip. 


grave’ /grerv/ noun 1 hole dug for burial of 
corpse. 2 mound or monument over this. 3 (the 
grave) death. o gravestone (usually inscri 
stone over grave. graveyard burial ground. 

m 2 barrow, burial place, crypt, last resting place. 
mausoleum, sepulchre, tomb, tumulus, vault. 

u gravestone headstone, memorial, monument, 

tombstone. graveyard burial ground, cemetery, 

churchyard, necropolis. 


grave? /grerv/ adjective 1 serious, weighty. 2 a 
nified, solemn. 3 threatening. 0 gravely adver”. 
u 1 (a grave matter) critical, crucial, important, 
major, momentous, pressing, serious, severe, 
significant, urgent, vital, weighty, worrying; (2 
grave offence) criminal, indictable, punishable. 2 
dignified, earnest, grim, long-faced, pensive, S% 
sedate, serious, severe, sober, solemn, sombre: 
subdued, thoughtful, unsmiling. 3 acute, critical 
dangerous, life-threatening, perilous, terminal 
(illness), threatening, vital. 


$27 
3 verb (-ving; past participle graven 
grave I9 Pin, on) fix indelibly on (memory 
ey 2 archaic engrave, carve. O graven image 
et /gra:v/ noun (in full grave accent) mark 
s over letter indicating pronunciation. 
ravel /'græv(ə)l/ noun 1 coarse sand and small 
stones. 2 formation of crystals in bladder. © verb 
(lle; US-I-) lay with gravel. i 
n noun 1 grit, pebbles, shingle, stones. 


ravelly /‘grzeveli/ adjective 1 of or like gravel. 
2 (of voice) deep and rough-sounding. 

gravid ['greevid/ adjective pregnant. 

gravitate [‘greevitert/ verb (-ting) 1 (+ to, 
towards) move, be attracted, or tend by force of 
gravity to(wards). 2 sink (as) by gravity. 

gravitation noun 1 attraction between each 
particle of matter and every other. 2 effect of this, 
esp. falling of bodies to earth. o gravitational 
adjective. 

gravity /‘greviti/ noun 1 force thatattracts body 
tocentre ofearth etc. 2 intensity of this. 3 weight. 
4 importance, seriousness. 5 solemnity. 

u 4, 2attraction, gravitation, pull. 3 heaviness, 

ponderousness, weight. 4 acuteness, danger, 

importance, magnitude, momentousness, 

seriousness, severity, significance, weightiness. 5 

ceremony, dignity, earnestness, pomp, 

sedateness, sobriety, solemnity. 


gravy /‘gretvi/ noun (plural -ies) (sauce made 
from) juices exuding from meat in and after 
cooking. dgravy-boat long shallow jug for 
gravy. gravy train slang source of easy financial 
benefit. 

gray US = Grey. 

grayling noun (plural same) silver-grey fresh- 
water fish. 

graze' verb (-zing) 1 feed on growing grass..2 
pasture cattle. 

graze? verb (-zing) 1 rub or scrape (part of body). 
ac against, along, etc.) touch lightly in passing. 

(+ against, along, etc.) move with such contact. 

© noun abrasion. 


m noun abrasion, laceration, raw spot, scrape, 
Scratch, wound. Papelera 


grazier /' 
for ane Srerzia/ noun person who feeds cattle 


oad noun grassland suitable for pasturage. 
ce [gri:s/ noun 4 oily or fatty matter, esp. 
(in ricant. 2 melted fat of dead animal. © verb 

9) smear or lubricate with grease. 


Ugreasepaint actor’ ; 
mpervious to s make-up. greaseproof 


grease. 
E noun fat, lubrication, oil. 


r far 
“tears ors adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of, like, 
i with, or having too much grease. 2 (of 
m1 buttery fatty unctuous. o greasiness noun. 
Wa » tatty, oily, slippery, slithery, smeary, 
xy. 2 fawning, flattering, fulsome, grovelling, 


ingratiating, sli 
“atng, slick, colloqui: 7 
toadying, unctuous. quial smarmy, sycophantic, 


grave | green 


ronaldo adjective 1 above average in bulk, 
r » extent. 2 above average in intensity. 3 
Important, pre-eminent. 4 imposing. 5 distin- 
guished. 6 of remarkable ability etc. 7 (+ at, on) 
competent, well informed. 8 fully deserving 
name of; doing thing habitually or intensively. 9 
colloquial very satisfactory. © noun great person 
or thing. o greatcoat heavy overcoat. Great 
Dane dog of large short-haired breed. n great- 
ness noun. 

a adjective 1 big, colossal, enormous, extensive, 
giant, gigantic, grand, huge, immense, large, 
mammoth, massive, monstrous, prodigious, 
colloquial tremendous, vast. 2 acute, 
considerable, deep, excessive, extreme, intense, 
marked, profound, pronounced, severe. 3 chief, 
critical, important, main, momentous, 
pre-eminent, serious, significant, weighty. 4 
grand, imposing, impressive, large-scale, 
spectacular. 5 celebrated, distinguished, 
eminent, famous, notable, noted, prominent, 
renowned, well known. 6 able, brilliant, classic, 
excellent, colloquial fabulous, colloquial famous, 
colloquial fantastic, fine, first-rate, gifted, 
outstanding, skilled, talented, wonderful. 8 active, 
ardent, assiduous, dedicated, devoted, eager, 
enthusiastic, frequent, habitual, keen, passionate, 
true, zealous. 9 see EXCELLENT, GOOD adjective 7. 


great- /greit/ combining form (of family rela- 
tionships) one degree more remote (great- 
grandfather, great-niece, etc.). 
greatly adverb much. 
grebe noun a diving bird. 
Grecian /‘gri:S(e)n/ adjective Greek. 
greed noun 1 excessive desire for food. 2 exces- 
sive desire, esp. for wealth. : 
m 1 gluttony, gormandizing, piggishness, 
voraciousness, voracity. 2 acquisitiveness, 
avarice, covetousness, cupidity, desire, rapacity, 
self-interest. 


reedy /‘gri:dt/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 showing 

oe pL ES 2 showing greed for wealth, pleas- 

ure, etc. 3 (+ for, to do) eager. 0 greedily adverb. 
u 1 gluttonous, gormandizing, piggish, voracious; 
(be greedy) see GORGE verb 1.2 acquisitive, 
avaricious, covetous, grasping, materialistic, 
mean, mercenary, miserly, rapacious, selfish. 3 
avid, desirous, eager, keen. 


Greek noun native, national, or language of 
Greece. © adjective of Greece. 
jective 1 coloured like grass. 2 unripe, 
groen adm 3 not dried, smoked, or tanned. 4 
inexperienced. 5 jealous. 6 (also Green) con- 
cerned with protection of environment. 7 (also 
Green) not harmful to environment. @ noun 1 
green colour, paint, clothes, etc. 2 piece of grassy 
public land. 3 grassy area for special purpose. 4 
(in plural) green vegetables. 5 (also Green) sup- 
porter of protection of environment. pares 
belt area of open land for preservation rou | 
city. green card motorist’s international awe, 
ance document. greenfinch bird with greeni 
plumage. green fingers colloquial skill in gar- 


greenery | grim 


dening. greenfly green aphid. greengage round 
green plum. greenhorn novice. green light 
signal or permission to proceed. green pound 
the agreed value of the pound for payments to 
agricultural producers in EC. green room room 
in theatre for actors when off stage. greensward 
grassy turf. 

n adjective 1 aquamarine, bottle green, emerald, 
hazel, jade, lime-green, olive, turquoise, verdant. 

4 see IMMATURE 2. 


greenery noun green foliage. 
| u foliage, leaves, plants, vegetation. 


‘greengrocer /‘gri:ngrause/ noun retailer of 
fruit and vegetables. Ogreengrocery noun 
(plural -ies). 


greenhouse noun structure with sides and 
roof mainly of glass, for rearing plants. o green- 
house effect trapping of sun’s warmth in earth’s 
lower atmosphere. greenhouse gas gas contrib- 
uting to greenhouse effect, esp. carbon dioxide. 


greet verb 1 address on meeting or arrival. 2 
receive or acknowledge in specified way. 3 
become apparent to (eye, ear, etc.). 

u 1, 2acknowledge, address, give a greeting to, 
hail, meet, receive, salute, say hello to, usherin, 
welcome. s 


greeting noun 1 act or words used to greet. 2 
(often in plural) goodwill message. o greetings 
card decorative card carrying goodwill message 
etc. 


m 1 formal salutation, reception, welcome. 2 
(greetings) compliments, congratulations, 
"| felicitations, good wishes, regards. 


gregarious /orrgeartas/ adjective 1 fond of 
company. 2 living in flocks etc. o gregari- 
ousness noun. 


Gregorian calendar /grrgo:rren/ noun 
calendar introduced in 1582 by Pope Gregory 


Gregorian chant /gri'go:rten/ noun form of 
plainsong named after Pope Gregory I. 


gremlin ['gremlm/ noun colloquial mischievous 
Sprite said to cause mechanical faults etc. 


grenade /grr'nerd/ noun small bomb thrown by 
hand or shot from rifle. 


grenadier /grena‘dia/ noun 1 (Grenadier) 

member of first regiment of royal household 
miniy: 2 historical soldier armed with gren- 
ades. 


grew past of GROW. 


grey /grei/ (US gray) adjective 1 of colour 
between black and white. 2 clouded, dull. 3 (of 
hair) turning white. 4 (of person) having grey 
hair. 5 anonymous, unidentifiable. 6 undistin- 
guished, boring. @ noun 1 grey colour, paint, 
clothes, etc. 2 grey horse. @ verb make or become 
grey. O grey area indefinite situation or topic. 
Grey Friar Franciscan friar. grey matter 1 
darker tissues of brain. 2 colloquial intelligence. 


328 


m adjective 1 ashen, blackish, leaden, livid, Silver 
silvery, slate, smoky, whitish. 2 see GLOOMY 1.3 4 
greying, grizzled, grizzly, hoary, silver, Silvery, ; 
whitish. 


greyhound noun slender swift dog used in 
racing. 

greylag noun European wild goose. 

grid noun 1 grating. 2 system of numbered 
squares for map references. 3 network of lines 
electric power connections, etc. 4 pattern oflines 
marking starting place on motor-racing track, 


l a 1 grating, grille. 3 framework, lattice, network. 


griddle /'grıd(ə)l/ noun iron plate placed over 
heat for baking etc. . 

gridiron /‘gridaien/ noun 1 barred metal frame 
for broiling or grilling. 2 American football field. 

grief /gri:f/ noun (cause of) intense sorrow. 
u come to grief meet with disaster. 

u affliction, anguish, dejection, depression, 

desolation, despondency, distress, heartache, 

heartbreak, melancholy, misery, mourning, pain, 

regret, remorse, sadness, sorrow, suffering, 

tragedy, unhappiness, woe, wretchedness. 

o come to grief see FAIL verb 1,2. 


grievance noun resented wrong; real or ima- 
gined cause for complaint. 


a allegation, charge, complaint, colloquial gripe, 
objection. : 


grieve /'gri:v/ verb (-ving) 1 cause grief to. 2 feel 
grief. 

u 1 afflict, depress, dismay, distress, hurt, pain, 

sadden, upset, wound. 2 be in mourning, eat one's 

heart out, fret, lament, mope, mourn, suffer, wail, 

weep. 


grievous /‘gri:vas/ adjective 1 severe. 2 causing 
grief. 3 injurious. 4 flagrant, heinous. o griev- 
ously adverb. 
griffin /‘grifm/ noun (also gryphon /-f(a)n/) 
mythical creature with eagle's head and wings 
and lion’s body. 
griffon /‘grif(e)n/ noun 1 small coarse-haired 
terrier-like dog. 2 large vulture. 3 griffin. 
grill noun 1 device on cooker for radiating heat 
downwards. 2 gridiron. 3 grilled food. 4 (in full _ 
grill room) restaurant specializing in grills. 
© verb 1 cook under grill or on gridiron. 2subject 
to or experience extreme heat. 3 subject to severe 
questioning. 
grille /gr1/ noun (also grill) 1 grating, latticed 
screen, 2 metal grid protecting vehicle radiator. 
grilse /gris/ noun (plural same or -s) Young 
salmon that has been to the sea only once. 
grim adjective (-mm-) 1 of stern appearance. 2 
harsh, merciless. 3 ghastly, joyless. 4 unpleas: 
ant. o grimly adverb. grimness noun. _ 
m 1 dour, fearsome, fierce, forbidding, formidable, 
frightening, frowning, gloomy, glum, louring, 
menacing, ominous, sinister, stern, sullen, surly, 
threatening, unattractive, unsmiling. 2 cruel, 
fierce, formidable, harsh, inexorable, inflexible, 
merciless, pitiless, relentless, ruthless, savag® 


severe, uncompromising, unfriendly, unrelenting, 
unyielding. 3 alarming, appalling, colloquial awful, 
cheerless, depressing, dire, dreadful, fearsome, 
forbidding, frightening, frightful, ghastly, gloomy, 
glum, grisly, gruesome, hideous, horrible, horrid, 
joyless, sinister, stark, terrible, unattractive. 4 see 
UNPLEASANT. 


grimace /‘grmmas/ noun distortion of face made 
in disgust etc. or to amuse. © verb (-cing) make 
grimace. 

grime noun deeply ingrained dirt. everb 
(-ming) blacken, befoul. o grimy adjective (-ier, 
-iest). 


| a noun dirt, dust, filth, grit, colloquial muck, scum, 
| soot. 


grin verb (-nn-) smile broadly. © noun broad 
smile. 

grind /gramd/ verb (past and past participle 
ground /graund/) 1 crush to small particles. 2 
sharpen, smooth. 3 rub gratingly. 4 (often + 
down) oppress. 5 (often + away) work or study 
hard. © noun 1 grinding. 2 colloquial hard dull 
work. o grindstone thick revolving abrasive 
disc for grinding, sharpening, etc. o grinder 
noun. 

verb 1 crumble, crush, granulate, grate, mill, 
pound, powder, pulverize. 2 abrade, erode, file, 
polish, rasp, sand, sandpaper, scrape, sharpen, 
smooth, wear away, whet. 3 gnash, grate, grit, rub 

together. 4 (grind down) see opPpREss 1,2. 5 (grind 

away) see WORK verb 1. 


grip verb (-pp-) 1 grasp tightly; take firm hold. 2 
compel attention of. © noun 1 firm hold, grasp. 2 
way of holding. 3 power of holding attention. 4 
intellectual mastery. 5 control of one’s behav- 
lour. 6 part of machine that grips. 7 part of 
weapon etc. that is gripped. 8 hairgrip. 9 travel- 
ling bag. u come or get to grips with begin to 
deal with. 

a verb 1 clasp, clutch, get a grip on, grab, grasp, 

hold, seize, take hold of. 2 absorb, compel, 

engage, engross, enthral, entrance, fascinate, 

hypnotize, mesmerize, rivet, spellbind. © noun 1, 

2clasp, clutch, grasp, hold, purchase, 

Stranglehold. 3 see CONTROL noun 1. 0 come to 

grips with see TACKLE verb 1. 


gripe verb (-ping) 1 colloquial complain. 2 affect 
with colic. © noun 4 (usually in plural) colic. 2 
colloquial complaint. o Gripe Water proprietary 
ae medicine to relieve colic in babies. 
Sly /'grizlt/ adjective (-ier, -iest) causi 
horror, diane oie $ = 
T.ePPalling, Colloquial awful, bloody, disgusting, 
readful, fearful, frightful, ghastly, ghoulish, gory, 
ry gruesome, hair-raising, hideous, horrible, 
rrid, horrifying, macabre, nauseating, 
repellent, repulsive, revolting, sickening, terrible. 


grist noun corn for i 
grinding. o grist to the mill 
Source of profit or advantage, s 
ae 'gris(2)l/ noun tough flexible tissue; car- 
ates O gristly adjective. 
2 gristly leathery, rubbery, tough, uneatable. 


grimace | grope 


grit noun 4 small Particles of sand etc. 2 coarse 

sandstone. 3 colloquial pluck, endurance. © verb 

(-tt-) 1 spread grit on (icy roads etc.). 2 clench 

ae seas grating sound. o gritty adjective 
“ier, -iest). 


a o gritty abrasive, dusty, grainy, granular, 
gravelly, rough, sandy. 


grits plural noun 1 coarse oatmeal. 2 unground 
husked oats. 


grizzle /‘griz(e)l/ verb (-ling) colloquial cry fret- 
fully. o grizzly adjective (-ler, -lest). 

grizzled adjective grey-haired. 

grizzly poral Parus qan -lest) grey-haired. 
@ noun (plural -ies rizzly bear) large 
fierce N. American bear. 4 

groan verb 1 make deep sound expressing pain, 
grief, or disapproval. 2 complain. 3 (usually + 
under, beneath, with) be loaded or oppressed. 
@ noun sound made in groaning. 


u verb 1 cry out, lament, moan, sigh, wail, 
whimper, whine. 2 see COMPLAIN 1. 


groat noun historical silver coin worth 4 old 
pence. 


groats plural noun hulled or crushed grain, esp. 
oats. 


grocer /'grausa/ noun dealer in food and house- 
hold provisions. 

grocery /'grəvsərı/ noun (plural -les) grocer's 
trade, shop, or (in plural) goods. 

grog noun drink of spirit (originally rum) and 
water. 

groggy /'grogi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) incapable, 
unsteady. o groggily adverb. 

groin' noun 1 depression between belly and 
thigh. 2 edge formed by intersecting vaults. 
© verb build with groins. 


groin? US = crovne. 


grommet /‘gromit/ noun 1 eyelet placed in hole 

to protect or insulate rope or cable passed 
through it. 2 tube passed through eardrum to 
middle ear. 


groom /gru:m/ noun 1 person employed to tend 
horses. 2 bridegroom. © verb 1 tend (horse). 2 
give neat or attractive appearance to. 3 prepare 
(person) for office or occasion etc. 
a noun 1 historical ostler, stable lad, stableman. 2 
bridegroom, husband. @ verb 1 brush, clean, 
curry, tend. 2 brush, clean, make neat, neaten, 
preen, smarten up, spruce up, tidy, colloquial 
titivate. 3 coach, drill, educate, get ready, prepare, 
prime, train, tutor. 


groove noun 1 channel, elongated hollow. 2 
spiral cut in gramophone record for needle. 
© verb (-ving) make groove(s) in. 

u noun 1 channel, cut, fluting, furrow, gutter, 

hollow, indentation, rut, score, scratch, slot, 

striation, track. 2 track. 


groovy /‘gru:vi/ adjective (-ler, -iest) 1 slang 
excellent. 2 of or like a groove. 
grope verb (-ping) 1 (usually + for) feel about or 


grosgrain | grovel 


blindly. 2 (+for, after) search mentally. 3 
an Lan for sexual pleasure. 4 feel (one's 
way). © noun act of groping. 

u verb 1 cast about, feel about, flounder, fumble; - 
(grope for) fish for, search blindly for. 2 (grope for) 
| cast about for, look for, search for. 


grosgrain ['graugrem/ noun corded fabric of 
silk etc. ates th 
ross /grous/ adjective 1 overfed, bloated, dis- 

eel fat. 2 coarse, indecent. 3 flagrant. 4 
total, not net. @verb produce as gross profit. 
o noun (pluralsame) 12 dozen. 0 grossly adverb. 
grossness noun. 

adjective 1 bloated, fat, massive, obese, 

overweight, repellent, repulsive, revolting. 2 

coarse, crude, indecent, colloquial rude, 

unrefined, unsophisticated, vulgar. 3 blatant, 

flagrant, glaring, manifest, monstrous, obvious, 

| outrageous, shameful. 4 before tax, inclusive, 
overall, total, whole. 


grotesque /grau'tesk/ adjective 1 comically or 
repulsively distorted. 2 incongruous, absurd. 
noun 1 decoration interweaving human and 
animal features. 2 comically distorted figure or 
design. o grotesquely adverb. ; 
u adjective 1 deformed, distorted, freakish, 
gnarled, malformed, misshapen, monstrous, 
twisted, ugly. 2 absurd, bizarre, curious, fantastic, 
incongruous, ludicrous, outlandish, 
preposterous, queer, ridiculous, strange, surreal, 
unnatural, colloquial weird. 


grotto /‘grvtau/ noun (plural -es or -s) 1 pictur- 
esque cave. 2 structure imitating cave. 
grotty /‘groti/ adjective (-ier, -iest) slang un- 
pleasant, dirty, ugly. 
grouch /grautJ/ colloquial verb grumble. 
@noun 1 grumbler. 2 complaint. 3 sulky grum- 
bling mood. o grouchy adjective (-ier, -iest). 
ground! /graund/ noun 1 surface ofearth. 2area 
on earth’s surface. 3 soil, earth. 4 extent of 
subject. 5 (often in plural) foundation, motive. 6 
area of special kind. 7 (in plural) enclosed land 
attached to house etc. 8 area or basis for agree- 
ment etc. 9 surface worked on in painting. 10 (in 
plural) dregs. 11 bottom of sea. 12 floor of room 
etc. © verb 1 prevent from taking off or flying. 2 
run aground; strand. 3 (+ in) instruct thoroughly 
in. 4 (often as grounded adjective) (+ on) base 
cause or principle on. o gain or make ground 
advance steadily; make progress. get off the 
ground colloquial make successful start. go to 
ground 1 (of animal) enter its earth, burrow, etc. 
2 (of person) become inaccessible; hide. ground 
control personnel directing landing etc. of air- 
craft etc. ground cover low-growing plants. 
ground floor storey at ground level. ground frost 
frost on surface of ground. groundnut peanut. 
ground rent rent for land leased for building. 
groundsman person who maintains sports 
ground. ground speed aircraft’s speed relative 
to ground. groundswell 1 heavy sea due to 
distant or past storm etc. 2 build-up and 
strengthening (of opinion, feeling, etc.). ground- 
work preliminary or basic work. 
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m noun 1 land, terra firma. 2 area, country, terrai 
territory. 3 clay, dirt, earth, loam, mud, soil.5 —” 
(grounds) argument, base, basis, case, cause 
excuse, evidence, foundation, justification, motive 
proof, rationale, reason. 6 see SPORTS GROUND : 
(sport). 7 (grounds) campus, estate, garden, park 
property, surroundings. © verb 2 beach, run 3 
aground, run ashore, shipwreck, strand, wreck. 3 
coach, educate, instruct, prepare, teach, train, 
tutor. 4 base, establish, found. 


ground? past & past participle of GRIND. 
grounding noun basic instruction. 


groundless adjective without motive’ or 
foundation. 
baseless, chimerical, false, gratuitous, 
hypothetical, illusory, imaginary, irrational, 
motiveless, needless, speculative, suppositional, 
uncalled-for, unfounded, unjustifiable, 
unjustified, unproven, unreasonable, unsound, 
unsubstantiated, unsupported, unwarranted. 


groundsel /'grauvnds(ə)l/ noun yellow-flowered 
weed. 


group /gru:p/ noun 1 number of people or things 
near, classed, or working together. 2 number of 
companies under common ownership. 3 pop 
group. 4 division of air force. © verb 1 form into 
group. 2 place in group(s). 0 group captain RAF 
officer next below air commodore. d 
noun 1 people alliance, assembly, association, 
band, body, colloquial bunch, circle, clique, club, 
cluster, company, congregation, corps, coterie, 
crew, crowd, faction, gang, gathering, huddle, 
knot, league, organization, party, society, team, 
throng, troop, union; animals flock, herd; things 
accumulation, agglomeration, assortment, batch, 
category, class, clump, cluster, collection, heap, 
mass, pile, series, set. 2 alliance, bloc, cartel, 
consortium, syndicate. 3 see BAND noun 3. © verb 
1 associate, band, cluster, come together, 
congregate, crowd, flock, gather, get together, 
herd, swarm, team up, throng. 2 arrange, 
assemble, assort, bracket together, bring 
together, categorize, classify, collect, gather, herd, 
marshal, order, organize, put together, set out, 
sort. 


groupie noun slang ardent follower of touring 
pop group(s). 

grouse' /graus/ noun (plural same) game bird 
with feathered feet. ? 

grouse? /graus/ verb (-sing) & noun colloquial 
grumble. 

grout /gravt/ noun thin fluid mortar. © ver b 
apply grout to. ; 

grove /gravv/ noun small wood; group of trees- 

grovel /'grov(ə)l/ verb (-Il-; US --) 1 benny 
obsequiously. 2 lie prone. O groveller now 
grovelling adjective. 

4 abase oneself, be humble, colloquial crawl. 

colloquial creep, cringe, demean oneself, fawn, 

flatter, ingratiate oneself, kowtow, prostrate 

oneself, snivel, colloquial suck up, toady- 

o grovelling see OBSEQUIOUS. 
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rau/ verb (past grew; past participle 

grow it increase in size, height, amount, etc. 2 

develop or exist as living plant or natural 

product. 3 produce by cultivation. 4 become 

gradually. 5 (+ on) become more favoured by. 
6 (in passive; + over) be covered with growth. 
a grown-up adjective & noun adult. grow up 
mature. 0 grower noun. 

a 1 augment, become bigger, broaden, build up, 
develop, enlarge, evolve, expand, extend, fill out, 
improve, increase, lengthen, make progress, 
mature, multiply, mushroom, progress, proliferate, 
ripen, rise, shoot up, spread, swell, thicken. 2 
burgeon, come to life, develop, emerge, exist, 
flourish, flower, germinate, live, prosper, sprout, 
survive, thrive. 3 cultivate, farm, help along, 
nurture, produce, propagate, raise. 4 become, get, 
turn. o grown-up adjective adult, fully grown, 
mature, well developed. 


growl /‘graul/ verb 1 (often + at) make low gut- 
tural sound, usually of anger. 2 rumble. © noun 
1 growling sound. 2 angry murmur. 

grown past participle of crow. 

growth /grau8/ noun 1 process of growing. 2 
increase. 3 what has grown or is growing. 4 
tumour. o growth industry one that is develop- 
ing rapidly. 

u 1 accretion, advance, augmentation, 

broadening, burgeoning, development, 

enlargement, evolution, expansion, extension, 

flowering, improvement, maturing, progress, 

proliferation, prosperity, spread, success. 2 

accretion, advance, augmentation, enlargement, 

expansion, extension, increase, progress, rise. 4 

cancer, cyst, excrescence, lump, swelling, tumour. 


groyne /grom/ noun (US groin) wall built out 
into sea to stop beach erosion. 

grub noun 1 larva of insect. 2 colloquial food. 
©verb (-bb-) 1 dig superficially. 2 (+ up, out) 
extract by digging. 


m noun 1 caterpillar, larva, maggot. 2 see FOOD 1. 
© verb see pic verb 1:4. 


grubby /‘grabr/ adjective (-ier, -lest) dirty. 
grudge noun persistent resentment or ill will. 
© verb (-ging) 1 be unwilling to give or allow. 
feel resentful about (doing something). 
grudging adjective. grudgingly adverb. 
E NOUN See RESENTMENT (RESENT). © verb 
begrudge, envy, resent. o grudging envious, 
guarded, half-hearted, hesitant, jealous, reluctant, 


resentful, unenthusiastic, ungracious, unkind 
unwilling, Stn : : 


gruel /'gruəl/ noun liquid food of oatmeal etc. 
boiled in milk or wate 


gruelling (us jecti i 
punishing (US grueling) adjective exhausting, 


u arduou 


l S, back-breaking, crippling, demanding, 
Slt exhausting, fatiguing, laborious, 
Ks ishing, Severe, stiff, strenuous, taxing, tiring, 
Ugh, uphill, wearying. 
grueso 
Mng. o g 


me /'gru:səm/ adjective grisly, disgust- 
ruesomeness noun. 


grow | guard 


u appalling, colloquial awful, bloody, disgusting, 
dreadful, fearful, fearsome, frightful, ghastly, s 
ghoulish, gory, grim, grisly, hair-raising, hideous, 
horrible, horrid, horrific, horrifying, macabre, 
repellent, repugnant, revolting, shocking, 
sickening, terrible. 


gruff adjective 1 rough-voiced. 2 i 
is gl surly. o gruffly 


m 1 guttural, harsh, hoarse, husky, rasping, rough, 
throaty. 2 see BAD-TEMPERED (BaD). 


grumble /'gramb(ə)l/ verb Gling) 4 complain 
peevishly. 2 rumble. enoun 1 complaint. 2 

rumble. o grumbler zoun. 

u verb 1 slang beef, complain, fuss, colloquial 

gripe, groan, colloquial grouch, colloquial grouse, 

make a fuss, colloquial moan, murmur, mutter, 

object, protest, whine, colloquial whinge. 


grumpy /‘grampi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) ill- 
tempered. 
grunt oun low guttural sound characteristic of 
pig. © verb utter (with) grunt. 
Gruyère /'gru:jea/ noun kind of Swiss cheese 
ith holes in. ‘ 


wi 
gryphon = GRIFFIN. 


guano /‘gwa:nau/ noun (plural -s) excrement of 
seabirds, used as manure. 


guarantee /gzron'ti:/ noun 1 formal promise 
or assurance. 2 guaranty. 3 giver of guaranty or 
security. © verb (-tees, -teed) 1 give or serve as 
guarantee for. 2 promise. 3 secure. o guarantor 
noun. 
a noun 1, 2 assurance, bond, guaranty, oath, 
obligation, pledge, promise, surety, undertaking, 
warranty, word of honour. @ verb 1 certify, vouch 
for. 2 assure, pledge, promise, swear, undertake, 
vow. 3 ensure, make sure of, reserve, secure, stake 
aclaim to. 


guaranty /‘gzranti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
written or other undertaking to answer for per- 
formance of obligation. 2 thing serving as secur- 
ity. 

guard /ga:d/ verb 1 (often + from, against) 
defend, protect. 2 keep watch. 3 prevent from 
escaping. 4 keep in check. 5 (+ against) take pre- 
cautions against. © noun 1 vigilant state. 2 pro- 
tector. 3 soldiers etc. protecting place or person. 
4 official in charge of train. 5 (in plural) (usually 
Guards) household troops of monarch. 6 device 
to prevent injury or accident. 7 defensive 
posture. o be on (or keep or stand) guard keep 
watch, guard. guardhouse, guardroom building 
or room for accommodating military guard or 
for detaining prisoners. guardsman soldier in 
guards or Guards. off (one’s) guard unprepared 
for surprise or difficulty. on (one’s) guard watch- 
ful; prepared for difficulty or danger. 

n verb 1 care for, defend, keep safe, look after, 
mind, oversee, patrol, police, preserve, protect, 
safeguard, secure, shelter, shield, tend, watch 
over. 2, 3 be on guard over, keep watch (on), stand 
guard over, supervise, watch, watch over. @ noun 
2 bodyguard, slang bouncer, custodian, escort, 


guarded | guipure 


| i j lookout, slang minder, 

| guardian, colloquial heavy, l 

| tol] picket, slang screw, security guard, 
sentinel, sentry, warder, watchman. 3 escort, 
patrol, picket, sentries, watch. 0 on one’s guard 


see ALERT adjective. 


guarded adjective (of remark etc.) cautious. 
oguardedly adverb. 
guardian |'ga:dian/ noun 1 protector, keeper. 2 
person having custody of another, esp. minor. 
o guardianship noun. : 

1 m 4 champion, custodian, defender, guard, 

| keeper, preserver, protector, trustee, warden. 2 


adoptive parent, foster parent. 


guava /‘gwa:va/ noun 4 edible orange acid fruit. 
2 tropical tree bearing this. 

gubernatorial /gju:bane'ta:r1al/ adjective USof 
governor. 

gudgeon! /'gad5(ə)n/ noun small freshwater 
fish. 

gudgeon? /'gadz(ə)n/ noun 1 kind of pivot or 
pin. 2 tubular part of hinge. 3 socket for rudder. 


guelder rose /‘gelda/ noun shrub with round 
bunches of white flowers. 


Guernsey /‘g3:nzi/ noun (plural -s) 1 one of 
breed of cattle from Guernsey. 2 (guernsey) type 
of thick knitted woollen jersey. 


guerrilla /ga'rila/ noun (also guerilla) member 
of one of several independent groups fighting 
against regular forces. 


guess /ges/ verb 1 estimate without calculation 
or measurement. 2 conjecture, think likely. 3 
conjecture rightly. © noun estimate, conjecture. 
o guesswork guessing. 
| m verb 1 estimate, figure out, hazard a guess, 
judge, reckon. 2 assume, conclude, conjecture, 
divine, colloquial expect, fancy, feel, have a hunch, 
intuit, have a theory, hazard a guess, hypothesize, 
imagine, judge, postulate, predict, reckon, 
speculate, suppose, surmise, suspect, think likely. 
© noun assumption, conjecture, estimate, feeling, 
guesstimate, hunch, hypothesis, intuition, 
opinion, prediction, shotin the dark, speculation, 
supposition, surmise, suspicion, theory. 


guesstimate /'gestimat/ noun (also guesti- 


mate) estimate based on guesswork and calcu- 
lation. 


guest /gest/ noun 1 person invited to visit 
another’s house or have meal etc. at another's 
expense. 2 person lodging at hotel etc. o guest 
house superior boarding house. 


| m 1 caller, visitor; (guests) company. 2 customer, 
lodger, patron, resident. 


guffaw /ga'fo:/ noun boistero’ 
earls us laugh. © verb 


guidance /‘gaid(s)ns/ noun 1 advice: - 
ship. 2 guiding. otra 
a 1 advice, briefing, counselling, direction, 
guidelines, help, instruction, leadership, 
management, spoon-feeding, teaching, ti 

direction, guiding. j ai 
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guide /gatd/ noun 1 person who shows the ~ 
2 conductor of tours. 3 adviser. 4 directing ore 
ciple. 5 guidebook. 6 (Guide) member of girls’ 
organization similar to Scouts. © verb (din ) 
act as guide to; lead, direct. 2 advise; give Sat i 
ance to. o guidebook book of information about 
place etc. guided missile missile under remote 
control or directed by equipment within itself 
guide dog dog trained to lead blind Person, 
guideline principle directing action. ` 
m noun 1, 2 conductor, courier, escort, leader. 
navigator, pilot. 3 adviser, counsellor, director, 
guru, mentor. 5 atlas, directory, gazetteer, 
guidebook, handbook. © verb 1 conduct, direct, 
escort, lead, manoeuvre, navigate, pilot, 
shepherd, show the way, steer, usher. 2 advise, 
brief, control, counsel, educate, govern, help 
along, influence, instruct, regulate, teach, train, 
tutor. 


Guider /'gaida/ noun adult leader of Guides. 


guild /gtld/ noun (also gild) 1 society for mutual 
aid or with common object. 2 medieval associ- 
ation of craftsmen. o guildhall meeting-place of 
medieval guild; town hall. st 


guilder /‘gilda/ noun monetary unit of 
Netherlands. 


guile /gail/ noun sly behaviour; treachery, 
deceit. o guileful adjective. guileless adjective. 


guillemot /‘gtlmmot/ noun kind of auk. 


guillotine /'grləti:n/ noun 1 beheading 
machine. 2 machine for cutting paper. 3 method 
ofshortening debate in parliament by fixing time 
of vote. © verb (-ning) use guillotine on. 


guilt /gilt/ noun 1 fact of having committed 
offence. 2 culpability. 3 feeling of culpability. 
@ 1 criminality, sinfulness, wickedness, 
wrongdoing. 2 blame, blameworthiness, uf} 
culpability, fault, guiltiness, liability, responsibility. 
3 bad conscience, contriteness, contrition, 
guiltiness, guilty conscience, guilty feelings, 
penitence, regret, remorse, self-accusation, 
self-reproach, shame, sorrow. 


guiltless adjective (often + of) innocent. 

n above suspicion, blameless, clear, faultless, 
immaculate, innocent, in the right, 
irreproachable, pure, sinless, untarnished, 
untroubled, virtuous. 


guilty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 having committed 
offence. 2 feeling or causing feeling of guilt 
o guiltily adverb. guiltiness noun. 3 

m 1 at fault, blameable, blameworthy, culpable, 1n 

the wrong, liable, reprehensible, responsible. 2 

apologetic, ashamed, conscience-stricken, 

contrite, penitent, regretful, remorseful, 

repentant, rueful, shamefaced, sheepish, sorry: 


guinea /‘gm1/ noun (historical coin worth) £1.05 
u guinea fowl domestic fowl with white-spot , 
grey plumage. guinea pig 1 domestica®” t 
American rodent. 2 person used in experimen 

guipure /‘gi:pjua/ noun heavy lace of pattern 
pieces joined by stitches. 
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uise /gaiz/ noun external, esp. assumed, 
appearance; pretence. 
uitar /gr'ta:/ noun usually 6-stringed musical 
instrument played with fingers or plectrum. 
g guitarist noun. 

gulch noun US ravine, gully. 

gulf noun 1 large area of sea with narrow- 
mouthed inlet. 2 deep hollow, chasm. 3 wide 
difference of opinion etc. 0 Gulf Stream warm 
current from Gulf of Mexico to Europe. 

gull’ noun long-winged web-footed seabird. 

gull? verb dupe, fool. 

gullet /‘galit/ noun food-passage from mouth to 
stomach. 

gullible /‘galib(e)I/ adjective easily persuaded or 
deceived. o gullibility noun. 

n credulous, easily taken in, green, 

impressionable, inexperienced, innocent, naive, 

suggestible, trusting, unsophisticated, 

unsuspecting, unwary. 


gully /‘gali/ noun (plural -ies) 4 water-worn 
ravine. 2 gutter, drain. 3 Cricket fielding position 
between point and slips. 


gulp verb 1 (often + down) swallow hastily or 
with effort. 2 choke. 3 (+ down, back) suppress. 
© noun 1 act of gulping. 2 large mouthful. 

u verb 1 bolt down, devour, gobble, guzzle, slang 

knock back, literary quaff, swallow, colloquial swig, 

wolf down. 3 (gulp back) check, choke back, stifle, 

suppress. © noun mouthful, swallow, colloquial 

swig. 


gum' noun 1 sticky secretion of some trees and 
shrubs, used as glue etc. 2 chewing gum. 3 (also 
gumdrop) hard jelly sweet. overb (-mm-) 1 
(usually + down, together, etc.) fasten with gum. 
2 apply gum to. o gum arabic gum exuded by 
some kinds ofacacia. gumboot rubber boot. gum 
tree tree exuding gum, esp. eucalyptus. gum up 
colloquial interfere with; spoil. 

gum’ noun (usually in plural) firm flesh around 
roots of teeth. o gumboil small abscess on gum. 
gummy’ /‘gam1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 sticky. 2 
exuding gum. 

gummy? /‘gamt/ adjective (-ier, -iest) toothless. 
gumption /‘gamps(e)n/ noun colloquial 1 
resourcefulness, enterprise. 2 common sense. 

u 1 cleverness, enterprise, initiative, 
resourcefulness, 2 common sense, judgement, 
colloquial nous, sense, shrewdness, wisdom. 


gun noun 1 metal tube for throwing missiles with 
fablosive propellant. 2 starting pistol. 3 device 
a discharging grease, electrons, etc., in desired 
action 4 member of shooting party. © verb 
he 1 (usually + down) shoot with gun. 2 (+ 
dc Seek out determinedly to attack or rebuke. 
Sot small warship with heavy guns. gun 
rriage wheeled support for gun. gun cotton 
do a steeped in acids, used as explosive. gun 
of fki 0g trained to retrieve game. gunfire firing 
1 bluish gunman armed lawbreaker. gunmetal 
sh-grey colour. 2 alloy of copper, tin, and 


guise | gut 


usually zinc. gunpowder explosive of saltpetre, 
sulphur, and charcoal. gun-runner person 
selling or bringing guns into country illegally. 
gunshot 1 shot from gun. 2 the range of a gun. 
gunslinger esp. US gunman. gunsmith maker 
and repairer of small firearms. stick to one’s 
guns colloquial maintain one's position in face 
of opposition. 

m noun 1 firearm. © verb 1 (gun down) see SHOOT 
verb 3. a gunfire crossfire, firing, gunshots. 
gunman assassin, bandit, criminal, desperado, 
fighter, gangster, esp. US gunslinger, killer, 
murderer, sniper, terrorist. 


gunge /gandz/ colloquial noun sticky substance. 
© verb (-ging) (usually + up) clog with gunge. 
o gungy adjective. 

gung-ho /gan‘hav/ adjective (arrogantly) eager. 

gunner /'ganə/ noun 4 artillery soldier. 2 Naut- 


ical warrant officer in charge of battery, maga- 
zine, etc. 3 airman who operates gun. 


gunnery /‘ganeri/ noun construction and man- 
agement, or firing, of large guns. 

gunny /‘gani/ noun (plural -ies) 1 coarse 
sacking usually of jute fibre. 2 sack made of this. 

gunwale /'gan(ə)l/ noun upper edge of ship’s or 
boat’s side. 


guppy /‘gapi/ noun (plural -ies) very small 
brightly coloured tropical freshwater fish. 

gurgle /'g3:g(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 make bubbling 
sound as of water. 2 utter with such sound. 
© noun bubbling sound. 


a verb 1 babble, bubble, burble, ripple, purl, 
splash. 


gurnard /'g3:nəd/ noun (plural same or -s) sea 
fish with large spiny head. 

guru /‘goru:/ noun (plural -s) 1 Hindu spiritual 
teacher. 2 influential or revered teacher. 

gush verb 1 flow in sudden or copious stream. 
2 speak or behave effusively. © noun 1 sudden 
or copious stream. 2 effusiveness. Oo gushing 
adjective. 

u verb 1 cascade, flood, flow freely, overflow, pour, 

run, rush, spout, spurt, squirt, stream. 2 be 

enthusiastic, be sentimental, fuss, colloquial go 

on, prattle on. © noun 1 burst, cascade, eruption, 

flood, flow, jet, outpouring, overflow, rush, spout, 

spurt, squirt, stream, tide, torrent. o0 gushing see 

EFFUSIVF, SENTIMENTAL. 


gusher /'gafə/ noun 1 oil well emitting 
unpumped oil. 2 effusive person. 

gusset /‘gasit/ noun piece let into garment etc. 
to strengthen or enlarge it. 

gust noun 1 sudden violent rush of wind. 2 burst 
of rain, smoke, anger, etc. © verb blow in gusts. 
n gusty adjective (-ier, -iest). 

gusto /‘gastau/ noun zest, enjoyment. 

u appetite, delight, enjoyment, enthusiasm, 

excitement, liveliness, pleasure, relish, 

satisfaction, spirit, verve, vigour, zest. 


gut noun 1 intestine. 2 (in plural) bowels, 


gutless | gyroscope 


ils. 3 (in plural) colloquial courage and 
Sanat slang stomach. 5 (in plural) 
contents; essence. 6 material for violin etc. 
strings or for fishing line. © adjective instinctive; 
fundamental. © verb (-tt-) 1 remove or destroy 
internal fittings of (buildings). 2 remove guts of. 
o gutless adjective. 
m noun 1 alimentary canal, bowel, intestine. 2 
(guts) bowels, entrails, colloquial innards, 
colloquial insides, intestines, viscera. 3 (guts) see 
COURAGE. 4 abdomen, belly, paunch, stomach, 
colloquial tummy. © verb 1 clear, despoil, empty, 
loot, pillage, plunder, ransack, ravage, remove the 
contents of, sack, strip. 2 clean, disembowel, 
eviscerate. 


gutless adjective colloquial lacking courage; 
feeble. o gutlessly adverb. gutlessness noun. 

gutsy /'gatsı/ adjective (-ier, iest) colloquial 1 
courageous. 2 bs 

gutta-percha /gata'ps:tfa/ noun tough plastic 
substance made from latex. 

gutted adjective slang deeply disappointed or 
upset. 

gutter /‘gate/ noun 1 shallow trough below 
eaves, or channel at side of street, for carrying 
off rainwater. 2 (the gutter) poor or degraded 
environment. 3 channel, groove. overb (of 
candle) burn unsteadily and melt away. 

m noun 1,3 channel, conduit, ditch, drain, duct, 

guttering, sewer, sluice, trench, trough. 


guttering noun (material for) gutters. 

guttersnipe noun street urchin. 

guttural /‘gatar(s)l/ adjective 1 throaty, 
harsh-sounding. 2 (of sound) produced in throat. 
© noun guttural consonant. 

guy’ /gar/ noun 1 colloquial man. 2 effigy of Guy 
Fawkes burnt on 5 Nov. © verb ridicule. 

guy? /gar/ noun rope or chain to secure tent or 
steady crane-load etc. @ verb secure with guy(s). 

guzzle /'gaz(2)l/ verb (-ling) eat or drink greed- 
ily. o guzzler noun. 
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gybe /dgatb/ verb (US jibe) (-bj 
fore-and-aft sail or boom) AS P) w 
momentarily pointing into wind. 2 cause ( b 
to do this. 3 (of boat etc.) change course thus 


gym /àsm/ noun colloquial gymnasium. 2 gym. 
nastics. o gymslip, gym tunic arte 
sleeveless dress. Schoolgirl’ 


gymkhana /dzm'ka:nə/ noun hor 
competition. se-riding 

gymnasium /dşm'nexzom/ noun (plural 
‘-siums or -sia) room etc. equipped for gymnas- 
tics. 

gymnast /'d5mnæst/ noun expert in gymnas- 
tics. 

gymnastic /d3m'næstık/ adjective of gymnas- 
tics. o gymnastically adverb. 

gymnastics plural noun (also treated as 
singular) exercises to develop or demonstrate 
physical (or mental) agility. : 

gynaecology /gamrkoled3i/ noun .(US 
gynecology) science of physiological functions 
and diseases of women. oO gynaecological 
]-Kə'lod3-/ adjective. gynaecologist noun. 

gypsum /'d3ipsem/ noun mineral used esp. to 
make plaster of Paris. 

Gypsy /‘dsipsi/ noun (also Gipsy) (plural -ies) 1 
member of nomadic dark-skinned people of 
Europe. 2 (gipsy) person living like Gypsy. 


a 1 Romany, traveller. 2 (gypsy) nomad, traveller, 
wanderer. 


gyrate /dzarə'rert/ verb (-ting) move in circle or 
spiral. o gyration noun. gyratory adjective. 

circle, pirouette, revolve, rotate, spin, spiral, 

swivel, turn, twirl, wheel, whirl. 


gyro /'dzarərəv/ noun ( plural -s) colloquial gyro- 
scope. 

gyroscope /‘dsateraskaup/ noun rotating 
wheel whose axis is free to turn but maintains 
fixed direction unless perturbed, esp. used for 
stabilization. 


H abbreviation 1 hard (pencil lead). 2 (water) 
hydrant. 3 slang heroin. o H-bomb hydrogen 
bomb. 

h abbreviation (also h.) 1 height. 2 hour(s). 3 hot. 
oh. &c. hot and cold (water). 


ha’ /ha:/ (also hah) interjection: expressing sur- 
prise, triumph, etc. 


ha? abbreviation hectare(s). 


habeas corpus /heibies ‘ko:pas/ noun writ 
requiring person to be brought before judge etc., 
esp. to investigate lawfulness of his or her deten- 
tion. 

haberdasher /‘hzbadefa/ noun dealer in 
dress accessories and sewing goods. o haber- 
dashery noun (plural -ies). 


habit /‘hebit/ noun 1 settled tendency or prac- 
tice. 2 practice that is hard to give up. 3 mental 
constitution or attitude. 4 clothes, esp. of reli- 
gious order. 
a 1 convention, custom, inclination, manner, 
mannerism, pattern, penchant, policy, practice, 
predisposition, proclivity, propensity, quirk, 
routine, rule, tendency, usage, way, formal or 
jocular wont. 2 addiction, compulsion, 
dependence, fixation, obsession, vice. 3 attitude, 
bent, constitution, disposition, inclination, 
make-up, manner, predisposition. 


habitable /‘hzbitab(e)l/ adjective suitable for 
living in. o habitability noun. 


ain good repair, inhabitable, colloquial liveable, 
usable. 


habitat /‘hebiteet/ noun natural home of plant 
or animal. 


habitation /hzbrterf(e)n/ noun 1 inhabiting. 2 
house, home. 


habitual /ha'bitfual/ adjective 1 done as a habit. 
2 usual. 3 given to a habit. o habitually adverb. 
u 1 established, ineradicable, ingrained, 
obsessive, persistent, recurrent. 2 accustomed, 
common, conventional, customary, established, 
expected, familiar, fixed, frequent, natural, 
normal, ordinary, predictable, regular, ritual, 
routine, set, settled, standard, traditional, typical, 
usual, wonted. 3 addicted, colloquial chronic, 
conditioned, confirmed, dependent, hardened, 
Slang hooked, inveterate, persistent. 


habituate /ha'bitfueit/ verb (-ting) (often + to) 
accustom. o habituation noun. 


habitué pha'bitfuer/ noun (often + of ) frequent 
Visitor or resident. [French] 

háček ['hætfek/ noun mark () used over letter 
to modify its sound in some languages. 


hacienda /heesrends/ noun (in Spanish- 


seeccerssssces A Nees encncccuccuceusseveveseucccoscencsoceuacecscecascuccses 


speaking countries) plantation etc. with dwell- 
ing house. 

hack' verb 1 cut or chop roughly. 2 kick shin of. 
3 (often + at) deal cutting blows. 4 cut (one’s way) 
through. 5 colloquial gain unauthorized access 
to (computer data). 6 slang manage, tolerate. 
@noun 1 kick with toe of boot. 2 wound from 
this. o hacksaw saw for cutting metal. 


m verb 1 carve, chop, cut, gash, hew, mangle, 
mutilate, slash. 


hack? noun 1 horse for ordinary riding. 2 hired 
horse. 3 person hired to do dull routine work, 
esp. as writer. © adjective 1 used as hack. 2 com- 
monplace. © verb ride on horseback on road at 
ordinary pace. 

hacker noun colloquial 1 computer enthusiast. 
2 person who gains unauthorized access to com- 
puter network. 

hacking adjective (of cough) short, dry, and fre- 
quent. 


` hackle /'hæk(ə)l/ noun (in plural) 1 ‘hairs on 


animal’s neck which rise when it is angry or 
alarmed. 2 long feather(s) on neck of domestic 
cock etc. 3 steel flax-comb. o make (person's) 
hackles rise arouse anger or indignation. 


hackney /hekni/ noun (plural -s) horse for 
ordinary riding. o hackney carriage taxi. 


hackneyed /‘heknid/ adjective overused, trite. 
u banal, clichéd, cliché-ridden, commonplace, 
conventional, colloquial corny, familiar, obvious, 
overused, pedestrian, platitudinous, predictable, 
stale, stereotyped, stock, threadbare, tired, trite, 
uninspired, unoriginal. 


had past & past participle of HAVE. 


haddock /‘hedek/ noun (plural same) common 
edible sea fish. 


Hades /‘heidi:z/ noun (in Greek mythology) the 
underworld. 


hadj = Ha. 
hadji = Ha. 
hadn"t /'hæd(ə)nt/ had not. 


haematite /‘hi:motait/ noun (US hem-) red or 
brown iron ore. 

haematology /hi:ma'toled31/ noun (US hem-) 
study of the blood. o haematologist noun. 

haemoglobin /hi:ma'glaubm/ noun (US hem-) 
oxygen-carrying substance in red blood cells. 


haemophilia /hi:ma'filia/ noun (US hem-) her- 
editary tendency to severe bleeding from even 
a slight injury through failure of blood to clot. 
a haemophiliac noun. 


haemorrhage /‘hemarid3/ (US hem-) noun 


haemorrhoids | half 


profuse bleeding. © verb (-ging) suffer haemor- 
rhage. 
uate cwrholdts [hemaroidz/ plural noun (US 
hem-) swollen veins near anus; piles. 
haft /ha:ft/ noun handle of knife etc. 
hag noun 1 ugly old woman. 2 witch. ohag- 
ridden afflicted by nightmares or fears. 
haggard [higad adjective looking exhausted 
i t. 
aia drawn, emaciated, exhausted, gaunt, 
hollow-cheeked, hollow-eyed, pinched, aay. 
run-down, scraggy, scrawny, shrunken, thin, tired 
| out, ugly, unhealthy, wasted, weary, withered, 
worn out. 


haggis /‘hegis/ noun Scottish dish of offal 
boiled in bag with oatmeal etc. 

haggle /'hæg(ə)l/ verb (-ling) (often + over, 
about) bargain persistently. © noun haggling. 
| a verb argue, bargain, barter, discuss terms, 
| negotiate, quarrel, quibble, wrangle. 


hagiography /hegr'pgrefi/ noun writing about 
saints’ lives. o hagiographer noun. 

hah = na‘. 

ha-ha /‘ha:ha:/ noun ditch with wall in it 
bounding park or garden. 

ha ha /ha:ha:/ interjection: representing laugh- 
ter, 

haiku /‘haiku:/ noun (plural same) Japanese 
3-line poem of usually 17 syllables. 


hail’ noun 1 pellets of frozen rain. 2 (+ of) 
barrage, onslaught of. © verb (after it) hail falls. 
2 pour down as or like hail. o hailstone pellet of 
hail. hailstorm period of heavy hail. 


hail? verb 1 signal (taxietc.) tostop. 2 greet enthu- 
siastically. 3 acclaim. 4 (+ from) originate from. 
Ə interjection archaic or jocular: expressing greet- 
ing. @ noun act of hailing. 
| @ verb 1 call to, flag down, signal to. 2 address, 
| greet. 3 see accLam verb. 
ee een ioe 
hair noun 1 any or all of fine filaments growing 
from skin of mammals, esp. of human head. 2 
hairstyle. 3 hairlike thing. o haircut (style of) 
cutting hair. hairdo style of or act of. Styling hair. 
hairdresser person who cuts and styles hair, 
hairdressing noun. hairdrier, hairdryer device 
for drying hair with warm air. hairgrip flat 
hairpin with ends close together. hairline 1 edge 
of person's hairon forehead. 2 very narrow crack 
or line. hairnet piece of netting for confining 
hair. hair of the dog further alcoholic drink 
taken to cure effects of previous drinking. hair- 
piece false hair augmenting person’s natural 
hair. hairpin U-shaped pin for fastening the hair. 
hairpin bend U-shaped bend in road. hair-raising 
terrifying. hair’s breadth minute distance. hair 
shirt ascetic’s or penitent’s shirt made of hair. 
hairslide clip for keeping hair in position. 
hair-splitting quibbling. hairspray liquid 
Sprayed on hair to keep it in place. hairspring 
fine spring regulating balance-wheel of watch. 
hairstyle Particular way of arranging hair. hair- 
stylist noun. hair-trigger trigger acting on very 
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slight pressure. o hairless adjective, 
u 1 beard, bristles, curls, fleece, fur, fuzz, locks 
mane, mop, moustache, shock, tresses, whisker 
(false hain hairpiece, toupee, wig. o hairdo ers; 
coiffure, cut, hair, haircut, hairstyle, style. 
hairdresser barber, coiffeur, coiffeuse, Stylist, 
o hairless bald, bare, clean-shaven, naked 
shaved, shaven, smooth. z 


hairy /‘he:ri/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 covered with 
or having feel of hair. 2 slang alarmingly diff. 
cult. o hairiness noun. 

a 1 bearded, bristly, downy, fleecy, furry, fuzzy, 

hirsute, long-haired, shaggy, stubbly, woolly, 


hajj /hzd3/ noun (also hadj) Islamic pilgrimage 
to Mecca. 


hajji /‘hzed31/ noun (also hadji) (plural -s) 
Muslim who has made pilgrimage to Mecca. 


haka /‘ha:ka/ noun NZ 1 Maori ceremonial war 
dance. 2 similar dance by sports team before 
match. 


hake noun ( plural same) codlike sea fish. 


halal /ha:'la:l/ noun (also hallal) meat from 
animal killed according to Muslim law. 


halberd /'hælbəd/ noun historical combined 
spear and battleaxe. 


halcyon /'hælsıən/ adjective 1 calm, peaceful. 2 
happy. 


hale adjective strong and healthy (esp. in hale 
and hearty). . A 


half /ha:f/ noun (plural halves /ha:vz/) 1 either 
of two (esp. equal) parts into which a thing is 
divided. 2 colloquial half pint, esp. of beer. 3 
Sport either of two equal periods of play. 4 Sport 
half-back. 5 half-price (esp. child’s) ticket. 
adjective forming a half. oadverb partly. 
o half and half being half one thing and half 
another. half-back player between forwards and 
full back(s) in football etc. half-baked not thor- 
oughly thought out. half board provision of bed, 
breakfast, and one main meal. half-brother, 
-sister one having only one parent in common. 
half-crown historical coin worth 2 shillings and 
6 pence (= 12%p). half-dozen (about) Six. 
half-hearted lacking courage or zeal. half- 
heartedly adverb. half holiday half day as holi- 
day. half-hour, half an hour 1 30 minutes. 2 point 
of time 30 minutes after any hour o'clock. 
half-hourly adjective & adverb. half-life time 
after which radioactivity etc. is half its origin 
value. half mast position of flag halfway down 
mast as symbol of mourning. half measures 
unsatisfactory compromise etc. half-morr 
(shape of) moon with disc half illuminated. ha 
nelson see NELSON. half-term short holi 
halfway through school term. half-timbert 
having walls with timber frame and brick a 
plaster filling. half-time (short break A 
mid-point of game or contest. halftone pro 
graph representing tones by large or small a 
half-truth statement that conveys only Par” y 
truth. half-volley playing of ball as soon oH a 
bounces off ground. halfwit stupid per 
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half-witted adjective. not half 1 slang very much, 
very. 2not nearly. 3 colloquial not at all. 


halfpenny /‘herpnt/ noun (plural -pennies or 
-pence /‘herpens/) historical coin worth half 
penny (withdrawn in 1984). 

halfway adverb 1 at a point midway between 
two others. 2 to some extent. @ adjective situated 
halfway. o halfway house 1 compromise. 2 
halfway point. 3 rehabilitation centre. 4 inn etc. 
between two towns. 


halibut /‘heelibat/ noun (plural same) large 
flatfish. 
halitosis /hzlr'teusis/ noun bad breath. 


hall /ho:l/ noun 1 entrance area of house. 2 esp. 
US corridor. 3 large room or building for meet- 
ings, concerts, etc. 4 large country house or 
estate. 5 (in full hall of residence) residence for 
students. 6 college dining-room. 7 large public 
room in palace etc. o hallmark 1 mark used to 
show standard of gold, silver, and platinum. 2 
distinctive feature. hallway entrance hall or cor- 
ridor. 

u 1 corridor, entrance hall, foyer, hallway, lobby, 

passage, passageway, vestibule. 3 auditorium, 

concert hall, lecture room, theatre. 


hallal = Haat. 
hallelujah = ALLELUIA. 
hallo = HELLO. 


hallow /'hæləv/ verb (usually as hallowed 
adjective) make or honour as holy. 


(hallowed) blessed, consecrated, dedicated, 
holy, honoured, revered, reverenced, sacred, 


sacrosanct, worshipped. 


Hallowe'en /hæləv'i:n/ noun eve of All Saints’ 
Day, 31 Oct. 


hallucinate /ho'lu:smett/ verb (-ting) experi- 
ence hallucinations. 


n daydream, dream, fantasize, slang have a trip, 
see things, see visions. 


hallucination noun 1 illusion of seeing or 
hearing something not actually present. 2 thing 
Perceived in this way. o hallucinatory 
/ha'lu:smatart/ adjective. 

m apparition, chimera, daydream, delusion, 
dream, fantasy, figment of the imagination, ghost, 
illusion, mirage, phantasm, phantom, vision. 


hallucinogen /ha'lu:smad3(a)n/ noun drug 
causing hallucinations. o hallucinogenic 
/“d3en-/ adjective. 
halm = navn. 


halo I'herleu/ noun (plural -es) 1 disc of light 
shown round head of sacred person. 2 glory asso- 
Clated with idealized person. 3 circle of light 


Toundsun ormoonetc. © verb (-es, -ed) surround 
With halo. 


halogen [hælədz(əm/ noun any of the 
whianetallic elements (fluorine, chlorine, etc.) 
Which form a salt when combined wìth a metal. 


halon /'herlon/ 
noun gaseous halogen compound 
Used to extinguish fires, aa 


halfpenny | hamper 


halt" /ha:lt/ noun 4 stop (usually temporary). 2 
minor stopping place on local railway line. 
© verb (cause to) make a halt. 

anoun 1 break, cessation, close, end, 

interruption, pause, standstill, stop, stoppage, 

termination. © verb arrest, block, break off, formal. 
cease, check, come to a halt, come to rest, desist, 
discontinue, draw up, end, impede, obstruct, pull 
up, quit, stop, terminate, wait. 


halt? /ho:lt/ verb (esp. as halting adjective) 
proceed hesitantly. o haltingly adverb. 


a (halting) see HESITANT, IRREGULAR adjective 2. 


halter /'hə:ltə/ noun 1 rope with headstall for 
leading or tying up horses etc. 2 strap passing 
round back of neck holding dress etc. up. 3 (also 
halterneck) dress etc. held by this. 

halva /'hælvə/ noun confection of sesame flour, 
honey, etc. 

halve /ha:v/ verb (-ving) 1 divide into halves. 2 
reduce to half. 

m 1 bisect, cut in half, divide into halves, share 

equally, split in two. 2 cut by half, reduce by half. 


halves plural of HALF. 


halyard /‘heljad/ noun ropeor tackle for raising 
and lowering sail etc. 
ham noun 1 upper part of pig's leg cured for food. 
2 back of thigh; thigh and buttock. 3 colloquial 
inexpert or unsubtle performer or actor. 4 collo- 
quial operator of amateur radio station. © verb 
(-mm-) (usually in ham it up) colloquial overact. 
o ham-fisted, -handed colloquial clumsy. 
hamburger /‘hembs:ga/ noun cake of minced 
beef, usually eaten in soft bread roll. 
hamlet /hemlit/ noun small village, esp. 
without church. 
hammer /'hæmə/ noun 1 tool with heavy metal 
head at right angles to handle, used for driving 
nails etc. 2 similar device, as for exploding 
charge in gun, striking strings of piano, etc. 3 
auctioneer’s mallet. 4 metal ball attached to a 
wire for throwing as athletic contest. @ verb 1 
strike or drive (as) with hammer. 2 colloquial 
defeat utterly. o hammer and tongs colloquial 
with great energy. hammerhead shark with 
flattened hammer-shaped head. hammerlock 
wrestling hold in which twisted arm is bent 
behind back. hammer-toe toe bent permanently 
downwards. o hammering noun. 
a noun 1 mallet, sledgehammer. © verb 1 bash, 
batter, beat, drive, hit, knock, pound, smash, 
strike. 2 see DEFEAT Verb 1. 


hammock /‘hemok/ noun bed of canvas or 
netting suspended by cords at ends. 

hamper" /'hæmpə/ noun large basket, usually 
with hinged lid and containing food. 

hamper”. /'hæmpə/ verb 1 obstruct movement 
of. 2 hinder. 

m baulk, block, curb, curtail, delay, encumber, 

entangle, fetter, foil, frustrate, handicap, hinder, 

hold back, hold up, impede, inhibit, interfere with, 

obstruct, prevent, restrain, restrict, retard, 

shackle, slow down, thwart, trammel. 


hamster | handy 


hamster /‘hemste/ noun short-tailed mouse- 
like rodent often kept as pet. tahot 
tring noun 1 any of 5 tendons at back o 
hamas E 2 (in quadruped) tendon at back of 
hock. @ verb (past & past participle -strung or 
-stringed) 1 cripple by cutting hamstrings. 2 
impair efficiency of. oer 
nd noun 1 end part of human arm beyon 
nan 2 similar member of monkey. 3 (often in 
plural) control, disposal; agency. 4 share in 
action; active support. 5 handlike thing, esp. 
pointer of clock etc. 6 right or left side, direction, 
etc. 7 skill or style, esp. of writing. 8 person who 
does or makes something. 9 person etc. as source. 
40 manual worker in factory etc. 11 pledge of 
marriage. 12 playing cards dealt to player. 13 
round or game of cards. 14 colloquial round of 
applause. 15 measure of horse’s height, = 4 in. 
(10.16 cm). @verb (+ in, to, over, round, etc.) 
deliver or transfer (as) with hand. o at hand 
close by. by hand 1 by person not machine. 2 not 
by post. give or lend a hand help. handbag small 
bag carried esp. by woman. handball 1 game 
with ball thrown by hand. 2 Football foul touch- 
ing of ball. handbell small bell for ringing by 
hand. handbook short manual or guidebook. 
handbrake brake operated by hand.. handcuff 
secure (prisoner) with handcuffs, pair of lock- 
able metal rings joined by short chain. hand 
down pass on use or ownership of. handgrip 1 a 
grasp with the hand. 2 handle. handgun small 
firearm held in one hand. handhold something 
for hand to grip. hand in glove in collusion. 
handmade made by hand (rather than machine). 
hand-me-down article passed on from another 
person. handout 1 thing given to needy person. 2 
information etc. distributed to press etc. 3 notes 
given out in class. handover act of handing over. 
hand over fist colloquial with rapid progress. 
hand-picked carefully chosen. handrail rail 
along edge of stairs etc. hands down without 
effort. handset part of telephone held in hand. 
handshake clasping of person’s hand, esp. as 
greeting etc. hands-on practical rather than 
theoretical. handstand act of supporting oneself 
vertically on one’s hands. hand-to-hand (of 
fighting) at close quarters. handwriting (style of) 
writing by hand. on hand 1 available. 2 in attend- 
ance. take in hand 1 start doing or dealing with. 
2undertake control or reform of. to hand within 
reach. 
m noun 1, 2fist, slang mitt, palm, colloquial paw. 5 
| indicator, pointer. 10 see WORKER 1. © verb (hand 
| in) deliver, give in, offer, present, submit, tender; 
| (hand to) convey to, deliver to, give to, Offer to, pass 
| to, present to; (hand over) see SURRENDER Verb 1; 
| (hand round) see vistriBuTe 1. o at hand see 
| HANDY 2. give or lend a hand see HELP verb 1. 
| hand down see BEqueaTu. to hand see HANDY 2. 


-handed ['hændıd/ adjective (in combination) 4 
for or ane Specified number of hands. 2 
using the hand specified. o-h 
-handedness moun. gee Rote 

handful noun (plural -s) 1 enough to fill 

the 
hand. 2 small number or quantity. 3 colloquial 
troublesome person or task. 


338 
handicap /'hændıkæp/ noun 41 physical 
mental disability. 2 thing that makes vie or 
difficult. 3 disadvantage imposed on super} 
competitor to equalize chances. 4 race = rior 
which this is imposed. © verb (-Pp-) 1 ine 
handicap on. 2 place at disadvantage. Pose 
m noun 1 defect, disability, impairment. 2 ba 
burden, disadvantage, difficulty, drawback, 
encumbrance, hindrance, impediment, 
inconvenience, limitation, colloquial minus, 
nuisance, obstacle, problem, restraint, restriction 
shortcoming, stumbling block. © verbburden ` 
check, curb, disable, disadvantage, encumber. 
hamper, hinder, hold back, impede, limit, restrain 
restrict, retard, trammel. 4 


rier, 


handicapped adjective suffering from phys. 
ical or mental disability. 


| a crippled, disabled, disadvantaged. 


handicraft /‘hendikra:ft/ noun work requiring 
manual and artistic skill. 


handiwork /‘hendiws:k/ noun work done or 
thing made by hand, or by particular person. 


m achievement, creation, invention, production, 
responsibility, work. 


handkerchief /'hænkətf1f/ noun (plural -s or 
-chieves /-tJi:vz/) square of cloth used to wipe 
nose etc. 


handle /'hænd(ə)l/ noun part by which thing is 
held. © verb (-ling) 1 touch, feel, operate, etc. with 
hands. 2 manage, deal with. 3 be able to be oper- 
ated. 4 deal in (goods etc.). o handlebar (usually 
in plural) steering-bar of bicycle etc. 
u noun grip, haft, handgrip, hilt, knob, stock (of 
rifle). © verb 1 caress, feel, finger, fondle, grasp, 
hold, manipulate, maul, operate, pat, colloquial 
paw, stroke, touch, treat. 2 conduct, contend with, 
control, cope with, deal with, direct, guide, look 
after, manage, manipulate, organize, tackle, treat. 


in, do trade in, market, sell, stock, touch, traffic in. 


handler noun person in charge of trained dog 
etc. 


handsome /‘hensom/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 
good-looking. 2 imposing. 3 generous; consider- 
able. ohandsomely adverb. handsomeness 
noun. : 
m 1 attractive, beautiful, literary comely, elegant, 
archaic fair, fine-looking, good-looking, 
personable, tasteful. 3 big, bountiful, 
considerable, generous, goodly, gracious, large, 
liberal, magnanimous, munificent, sizeable, 
unselfish, valuable. 


handy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 convenient ie 
handle. 2 ready to hand. 3 clever with hanes. 
O handyman person able to do odd jobs. h 
@ 1 convenient, easy to use, helpful, manageable, 
practical, serviceable, useful, well designed, 
worth having. 2 accessible, at hand, available, 
close athand, easy to reach, nearby, reachable, 
ready, to hand. 3 adept, capable, clever, 
competent, practical, proficient, skilful. 


3 manoeuvre, operate, respond, steer, work. 4 deal — 
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verb (past & past participle hung except 
EREN) 4 (cause to) be supported from above; 
attach by suspending from top. 2 set up on hinges 
etc. 3 place (picture) on wall or in exhibition. 
4 attach (wallpaper). 5 (past & past participle 
hanged) suspend or be suspended by neck, esp. 
as capital punishment. 6 let droop. 7 remain or be 
hung. 8 remain in air. @ noun way thing hangs. 
o get the hang of colloquial get knack of; under- 
stand. hang about, around loiter; not move 
away. hang back 1 remain behind. 2 hesitate; be 
reluctant to act. hangdog shamefaced. hang 
fire delay acting. hang-glider fabric wing on 
light frame from which pilot is suspended. 
hang-gliding moun. hangman executioner by 
hanging. hangnail agnail. hang on 1 (often + to) 
continue to hold. 2 (+ to) retain. 3 wait for short 
time. 4 not ring off during pause in telephoning. 
hang out 1 hang from window, clothes line, etc. 
2 protrude or cause to protrude downwards. 3 (+ 
of ) lean out of (window etc.). 4 slang reside, be 
often present. 5 (+ with) slang associate with. 
hangover after-effects of excess of alcohol. hang 
together 1 make sense. 2 remain associated. 
hang up 1 hang from hook etc. 2 end telephone 
conversation. hang-up noun slang emotional 
inhibition. 
a verb 1 attach, drape, fasten, fix, peg, pin up, stick 
up, suspend. 1, 7 be suspended, dangle, droop, fall, 
flap, flop, sway, swing, trail down. 6 droop, flop. 8 
drift, float, hover. o hang about, around see 
DAWDLE. hang back 2 see HESITATE 2. hang fire 
see DELAY verb 3. hang on 2 (hang on fo) see KEEP 
verb 1,2. 3 see watt verb 1. 


hangar /‘hena/ noun building for housing air- 
craft etc. 

hanger noun 1 person or thing that hangs. 2 
(in full coat-hanger) shaped piece of wood etc. 
for hanging clothes on. ohanger-on (plural 
hangers-on) follower, dependant. 


hanging noun 1 execution by suspending by 
neck. 2 (usually in plural) drapery for walls etc. 
© adjective suspended. 


l m adjective see PENDENT 1. 


hank noun coil of yarn etc. 


l E coil, length, loop, piece, skein. 


hanker /'hæņkə/ verb (+ for, after, to do) crave, 
ong for. a hankering noun. 

a (hanker for, after) ache for, covet, crave, desire, 
colloquial fancy, colloquial have a yen for, hunger 
for, itch for, long for, pine for, thirst for, want, wish 
for, yearn for. 


hanky /'hænkı/ noun (also hankie) (plural -les) 
colloquial handkerchice Ee 


hanky-panky [heenkr' 
1 nki'penki/ noun slang 1 
misbehaviour. 2 trickery, ee 


Hansard Iheensa:d/ noun verbatim record of 
Parliamentary debates. 


hansom ['hænsəm/ noun (in full hansom cab) 
tstorical two-wheeled horse-drawn cab. 


p'hæzəd/ adjective casual, 
random. Q haphazardly adver b. 


hang | harass 


m accidental, adventitious, arbitrary, casual, 
chance, chaotic, confusing, disorderly, 
disorganized, fortuitous, higgledy-piggledy, 
hit-and-miss, illogical, irrational, random, 
serendipitous, unforeseen, unplanned, 
unstructured, unsystematic. 


hapless /'hæplıs/ adjective unlucky. 


happen /‘hepan/ verb 4 occur. 2 (+ to do) have 
the (good or bad) fortune to. 3 (+ to) be fate or 
experience of. 4 (+ on) come by chanceon. O hap- 
pening noun. 
m 1 arise, poetical befall, come about, come to 
pass, crop up, emerge, ensue, follow, materialize, 
occur, result, take place, disputed transpire, turn 
out. 2 chance. 3 (happen to) become of, poetical 
befall, esp. poetical betide. 4 (happen on) see FIND 
verb 1. o happening accident, colloquial affair, 
chance, circumstance, episode, event, incident, 
occasion, occurrence, phenomenon. 


happy /'hæpı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 feeling or 
showing pleasure or contentment. 2 fortunate. 3 
(of words etc.) apt, pleasing. o happy-go-lucky 
taking things cheerfully as they happen. happy 
hour time of day when drinks are sold at reduced 
prices. happy medium compromise. o happily 
adverb. happiness noun. 
a 1 colloquial beatific, blessed, blissful, poetical 
blithe, buoyant, cheerful, cheery, contented, 
delighted, ecstatic, elated, enraptured, euphoric, 
exhilarated, exuberant, exultant, felicitous, 
festive, gay, glad, gleeful, good-humoured, 
gratified, grinning, halcyon (days), heavenly, 
high-spirited, idyllic, jocose, jocular, literary 
jocund, joking, jolly, jovial, joyful, joyous, jubilant, 
laughing, light-hearted, lively, merry, colloquial on 
top of the world, overjoyed, over the moon, 
pleased, proud, radiant, rapturous, rejoicing, 
relaxed, satisfied, smiling, colloquial starry-eyed, 
sunny, thrilled, triumphant. 2 advantageous, 
auspicious, beneficial, blessed, convenient, 
favourable, fortuitous, fortunate, lucky, opportune, 
propitious, timely, welcome, well timed. 3 
appropriate, apt, felicitous, pleasing. 
o happiness bliss, cheer, cheerfulness, 
contentment, delight, ecstasy, elation, enjoyment, 
euphoria, exhilaration, exuberance, felicity, 
gaiety, gladness, glee, heaven, high spirits, joy, 
joyfulness, joyousness, jubilation, 
light-heartedness, merriment, pleasure, pride, 
rapture, well-being. 


hara-kiri /hærə'krı/ noun historical Japanese 
suicide by ritual disembowelling. 

harangue /hə'ræņ/ noun lengthy and earnest 
speech. © verb (-guing) make harangue to. 


m noun diatribe, exhortation, lecture, pep talk, 
speech, tirade. @ verb chivvy, encourage, exhort, 
lecture, pontificate, preach, sermonize. 


harass /‘heres/ verb 1 trouble, annoy. 2 attack 
repeatedly. o harassed adjective. harassment 
noun. 
USAGE Harass is often pronounced /ho'rees/ 
(with the stress on the -rass), but this is consid- 
ered incorrect by some people. 


harbinger | harm 


| , badger, bait, bother, chivvy, disturb, 

| Fan CONGA hassle, hound, irritate, molest, 
nag, persecute, pester, pick on, colloquial plague, 
torment, trouble, vex, worry. 2 assail, attack, 
beset, besiege, molest. 0 harassed atthe end of 
one's tether, careworn, distraught, distressed, 
exhausted, frayed, pressured, strained, stressed, 
tired, weary, worn out. 


harbinger /‘ha:bmd3e/ noun person or thing 
announcing another’s approach; forerunner. 


harbour /‘ha:ba/ (US harbor) noun 1 place of 

shelter for ships. 2 shelter. © verb 1 give shelter 

to. 2 entertain (thoughts etc.). 
n noun 1 anchorage, dock, haven, jetty, landing 
stage, marina, mooring, pier, port, quay, wharf. 2 
asylum, haven, refuge, shelter. © verb 1 conceal, 
give asylum to, give refuge to, give sanctuary to, 
hide, protect, shelter, shield. 2 cherish, cling (on) 
to, entertain, hold on to, keep in mind, maintain, 
nurse, nurture, retain. 


hard adjective 1 firm, solid. 2 difficult to bear, do, 
or understand. 3 unfeeling. 4 harsh, severe. 5 
strenuous; enthusiastic. 6 Politics extreme, 
radical. 7 (of drinks) strongly alcoholic. 8 (of 
drug) potent and addictive. 9 (of water) difficult 
to lather. 10 (of currency etc.) not likely to fall 
in value. 11 (of facts) not disputable. © adverb 
strenuously, severely, intensely. o hard and fast 
(of rule etc.) strict. hardback (book) bound in 
stiff covers. hardbitten colloquial tough; cynical. 
hardboard stiff board of compressed wood pulp. 
hard-boiled 1 (of eggs) boiled until yolk and 
white are solid. 2 (of person) tough, shrewd. hard 
cash coins and banknotes, not cheques etc. hard 
copy printed material produced by computer. 
hard core 1 stones, rubble, etc. as foundation. 2 
central or most enduring part. hard disk Comput- 
ing rigid storage disk, esp. fixed in computer. 
hard-done-by unfairly treated. hard feelings 
feelings of resentment. hard-headed practical, 
not sentimental. hard-hearted unfeeling. 
hard-heartedness noun. hard line firm adher- 
ence to policy. hardline unyielding. hardliner 
noun. hard luck worse fortune than one 
deserves. hard-nosed colloquial realistic, 
uncompromising. hard of hearing somewhat 
deaf. hard-pressed 1 closely pursued. 2 bur- 
dened with urgent business. hard sell aggressive 
salesmanship. hard shoulder strip at side of 
motorway for emergency stops. hard up short of 
money. hardware 1 tools, weapons, machinery, 
etc. 2 mechanical and electronic components of 
computer. hard-wearing able to withstand much 
Wear. hardwood wood of deciduous tree. o hard- 
ness noun. 

m adjective 1 adamantine, Compact, compressed 
dense, firm, flinty, frozen, hardened, impenetrable 
impervious, inflexible, rigid, rocky, solid, solidified, 
steely, stiff, stony, unbreakable, unyielding. 2 3 
(hard times) austere, bad, calamitous, 
disagreeable, distressing, grim, intolerable, 
painful, unhappy, unpleasant; (hard labour) 
arduous, back-breaking, exhausting, fatiguing 
formidable, gruelling, harsh, heavy, laborious, : 
onerous, rigorous, severe, stiff, strenuous, taxing, 
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tiring, tough, uphill, wearying; (a hard 
baffling, complex, complicated, confusing.” m) 
difficult, enigmatic, insoluble, intricate, invo 
knotty, perplexing, puzzling, tangled, thorn se 
callous, cold, cruel, hard-boiled, hard-hearted 
harsh, heartless, hostile, inflexible, intolerant, 
merciless, obdurate, pitiless, ruthless, severe, 
stern, strict, unbending, unfeeling, unfriendly, 
unkind. 5 (a hard blow) forceful, heavy, powerful 
strong, violent; (a hard worker) assiduous, j 
conscientious, devoted, enthusiastic, 
indefatigable, industrious, keen, persistent 
unflagging, untiring, zealous. o hard-headeg See 
BUSINESSLIKE (BUSINESS). hard-hearted see CRUEL, 
hard up see Poor 1. hardware 1 equipment, 
implements, instruments, ironmongery, 
machinery, tools. hard-wearing see DURABLE, 


harden verb make or become hard or unyield. 
ing. 

a bake, cake, clot, coagulate, congeal, freeze, gel, 

colloquial jell, ossify, petrify, reinforce, set, 

solidify, stiffen, strengthen, toughen. 


hardihood /‘ha:dihod/ noun boldness. 
hardly adverb 1 scarcely. 2 with difficulty. 


a 1 barely, faintly, only just, rarely, scarcely, 
seldom. 2 barely, only just, with difficulty. - 


hardship noun severe suffering or privation. 
u adversity, affliction, austerity, bad luck, 
deprivation, destitution, difficulty, distress, 
misery, misfortune, need, privation, suffering, 
trial, tribulation, trouble, unhappiness, want. 


hardy /‘ha:di/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 robust; 
capable of endurance. 2 intrepid, bold. 3 (of 
plant) able to grow in the open all year. o hardi- 
ness noun. 

1 durable, fit, healthy, hearty, resilient, robust, 

rugged, strong, sturdy, tough, vigorous. 2 see 

BOLD 1. 


hare /hea/ noun mammal like large rabbit, with 
long ears, short tail, and long hind legs. © verb 
¢ring) run rapidly. o hare-brained rash, wild. 
harebell noun plant with pale blue bell-shaped 
flowers. È 
harem /ha:ri:m/ noun 4 women of Muslim 
household. 2 their quarters. 
haricot /‘hertkev/ noun (in full haricot bean) 1 
French bean with small white seeds. 2 these 4 
vegetable. A 
hark verb (usually in imperative) archaic listen. 
Ohark back revert to earlier topic. 
Harlequin /‘ha:ikwm/ noun masked panto- 3 
mime character in diamond-patterned costume. 
© adjective (harlequin) in varied colours. 
harlot /‘ha:lat/ noun archaic prostitute. 
harm noun & verb damage, hurt. e, 
noun abuse, damage, detriment, disadvantad® 
disservice, havoc, hurt, inconvenience, injury: 
loss, mischief, misfortune, pain, unhappiness" 
upset, wrong. © verb abuse, be harmful to, 
damage, hurt, ill-treat, impair, injure, maltreat, 
misuse, ruin, spoil, wound. 
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harmful adjective causing or likely to cause 
harm. o harmfully adverb. 
u bad, baleful, damaging, dangerous, deadly, 
deleterious, destructive, detrimental, 
disadvantageous, evil, fatal, hurtful, injurious, 
lethal, malign, negative, noxious, pernicious, 
poisonous, prejudicial, ruinous, unfavourable, 
unhealthy, unpleasant, unwholesome. 


harmless adjective not able or likely to harm. 
o harmlessly adverb. harmlessness noun. 
benign, gentle, innocent, innocuous, 
inoffensive, mild, non-toxic, safe, tame, 
unobjectionable. 


harmonic /ha:'montk/ adjective of or relating to 
harmony; harmonious. © noun Music overtone 
accompanying (and forming a note with) afunda- 
mental at a fixed interval. 


harmonica /ha:'monıkə/ noun small rectangu- 
lar musical instrument played by blowing and 
sucking air through it. 

harmonious § /ha:'mounies/ adjective 1 
sweet-sounding, tuneful. 2 forming a pleasant or 
consistent whole. 3 free from dissent. o harmo- 
niously adverb. 

a 1 concordant, colloquial easy on the ear, 

euphonious, harmonizing, melodious, musical, 

sweet-sounding, tonal, tuneful. 2 agreeable, 

congruous, consistent, consonant, integrated. 3 

amicable, compatible, congenial, cooperative, 

friendly, like-minded, sympathetic. 


harmonium /ha:'məvnrəm/ noun keyboard 
instrument with bellows and metal reeds. 


harmonize /'ha:mənarz/ verb (also -ise) (zing 
or -sing) 1 add notes to (melody) to produce 
harmony. 2 bring into or be in harmony. a har- 
monization noun. 
0 2 agree, balance, blend, cooperate, coordinate, 
correspond, go together, match, suit each other, 
tally, tone in. 


harmony ['ha:mənı/ noun (plural -ies) 4 com- 
bination of notes to form chords. 2 melodious 
sound. 3 agreement, concord. 

m 2 assonance, euphony, tunefulness. 3 accord, 
agreement, amity, balance, compatibility, 

concord, conformity, congruence, consonance, 
cooperation, friendliness, goodwill, 
like-mindedness, peace, rapport, sympathy, 
togetherness, understanding. 


harness ['ha:nıs/ noun 1 straps etc. by which 
horse is fastened to cart etc. and controlled. 2 
Similar arrangement for fastening thing to 
person. © verb 1 put harness on; control. 2 utilize 
(natural forces), esp. to produce energy. 

@noun1 equipment, gear, straps, tackle. @ verb2 
exploit, make use of, mobilize, use, utilize. 


harp noun large upri i 

pright stringed instrument 
plucked with fingers. @ verb (+ on, on about) 
dwell on tediously. o harpist noun. 
harpoon /ha:'‘pu:n/ noun spearlike missile for 
Shooting whales etc. © verb spear with harpoon. 


harpsichord Iho:pstko:d/ noun keyboard 


harmful | hasn't 


instrument with strings plucked mechanically. 
o harpsichordist noun. 


harpy /‘ha:p1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 mythological 
monster with woman's face and bird’s wings and 
claws. 2 grasping unscrupulous person. 


harridan /'hærıd(ə)n/ noun bad-tempered old 
woman. 


harrier /‘hzria/ noun 1 hound used in hunting 
hares. 2 kind of falcon. 


harrow /‘herau/ noun frame with metal teeth or 
discs for breaking clods of earth. @ verb 1 draw 
harrow over. 2 (usually as harrowing adjective) 
distress greatly. 


harry /‘her1/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 ravage, despoil. 
2 harass. 


harsh adjective 1 rough to hear, taste, etc. 2 
severe, cruel. oharshly adverb. harshness 
noun. 

n 1 (harsh sounds) cacophonous, croaking, 

croaky, disagreeable, discordant, dissonant, 

grating, gravelly, grinding, gruff, guttural, hoarse, 
husky, irritating, jarring, rasping, raucous, rough, 
screeching, shrill, squawking, stertorous, strident, 
unpleasant; (harsh to the touch) abrasive, bristly, 

Coarse, hairy, rough, scratchy; (harsh colours, 

light) bright, brilliant, dazzling, gaudy, glaring, 

lurid; (harsh smell) acrid, bitter, sour. 2 (harsh 
conditions) arduous, austere, comfortless, 
difficult, hard, severe, stressful, tough; (harsh 
criticism, treatment) abusive, acerbic, bitter, blunt, 
brutal, cruel, Draconian, frank, hard-hearted, 
hurtful, impolite, merciless, outspoken, pitiless, 
severe, sharp, stern, strict, uncivil, unforgiving, 
unkind, unrelenting, unsympathetic. 


hart noun (plural same or -s) male of (esp. red) 
deer. 


hartebeest /‘ha:tibi:st/ noun large African 
antelope with curved horns. 


harum-scarum /hesrem'skearam/ adjective 
colloquial reckless, wild. 


harvest /‘ha:vist/ noun 1 gathering in of crops 
etc. 2 season for this. 3 season’s yield. 4 product 
of any action. @ verb reap and gather in. 

u noun 1 gathering in, reaping. 3 crop, produce, 

yield. 4 fruit, outcome, product, result, return. 

© verb bring in, collect, garner, gather, glean, mow, 

pick, reap, take in. 


harvester noun 1 reaper. 2 reaping machine. 
has 3rd singular present of HAVE. 
hash! noun 1 dish of reheated pieces of cooked 
meat. 2 mixture, jumble. 3 recycled material. 
© verb (often + up) recycle (old material). o make 
a hash of colloquial make a mess of; bungle. 
m noun 1 goulash, stew. 2 botch, confusion, 
farrago, hotchpotch, jumble, mess, mishmash, 
mixture. O make a hash of see BUNGLE verb 1. 


hash? noun colloquial hashish. 
hashish /‘heJ1J/ noun narcotic drug got from 
hemp. 


hasn't /‘hzz(s)nt/ has not. 


hasp | have 


hasp /ha:sp/ noun hinged metal clasp passing 
ee staple and secured by padlock. 


ssle /'hæs(ə)l/ colloquial noun 1 trouble, 

Nene argument. © verb (-ling) 1 harass. 2 
uarrel. 

ia noun‘ bother, confusion, difficulty, 
disturbance, fuss, harassment, inconvenience, 
nuisance, persecution, problem, struggle, trouble, 
upset. 2 altercation, argument, disagreement, 
fight. © verb 1 see HARASS 1. 2 see QUARREL verb 2. 


hassock /'hæsək/ noun kneeling-cushion. 


haste /heist/ noun 1 urgency of movement. 2 
hurry. o make haste be quick. 

1 dispatch, quickness, rapidity, speed, 

swiftness, urgency. 2 hurry, impetuosity, 

precipitateness, rashness, recklessness, rush. 


hasten /'hers(ə)n/ verb (cause to) proceed or go 
quickly. 
hasty /‘hetstt/ adjective (-ier, -lest) 1 hurried. 2 
said, made, or done too quickly. o hastily adverb. 
hastiness noun. 
a 1 abrupt, brief, brisk, fast, hurried, immediate, 
Instantaneous, quick, rapid, short, speedy, 
sudden, swift. 2 careless, cursory, foolhardy, 
headlong, hot-headed, hurried, ill-considered, 
impetuous, impulsive, incautious, pell-mell, 
perfunctory, precipitate, rash, reckless, rushed, 
slapdash, summary (justice), superficial, 
thoughtless, unthinking. 


hat noun (esp. outdoor) head-covering. o hat 
trick 1 Cricket taking 3 wickets with successive 
balls. 2 Football scoring of 3 goals in one match 
by same player. 3 3 consecutive successes. 


hatch! noun 1 opening in wall between kitchen 
and dining-room for serving food. 2 opening or 
door in aircraft etc. 3 (cover for) hatchway. 
Ohatchback car with rear door hinged at top. 
hatchway opening in ship’s deck for lowering 
cargo 


hatch? verb 1 (often + out) emerge from egg. 2 
(ofegg) produce young animal. 3 incubate. 4 (also 
a ee) devise (plot). @ noun 1 hatching. 2 brood 


a verb 3 brood, incubate. 4 conceive, concoct, 

contrive, colloquial cook up, design, devise, 
ream up, formulate, invent, plan, plo scheme, 

colloquial think up. pele 8 


hatch’ verb mark with parallel lines. n hatch- 
ing noun. 


hatchet /hetfit/ noun light short axe. 


hate verb (-ting) dislike in o 

hatred. 2 colloquial person a i 

m verb abhor, abominate, be averse to, be hostile 
to, be revolted by, can't bear, can't stand, deplore, 
despise, detest, dislike, execrate, fear, find A 
intolerable, loathe, object to, recoil from, resent 
scorn, shudder at. @ noun 1 see HATRED, 2 
abomination, aversion, bête noire, dislike, 
loathing. : 


hateful adjective arousing hatred. 
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a abhorrent, abominable, colloquia 

colloquial awful, contemptible, irena raed; 
damnable, despicable, detestable, disgustin, 
distasteful, execrable, foul, hated, heinous,” 
colloquial horrible, colloquial horrid, loatheom 
nasty, nauseating, obnoxious, odious, Offens; m 
repellent, repugnant, repulsive, revolting, vile. 


hatred /'hertrıd/ noun intense dislike; ill will 

m abhorrence, animosity, antagonism, antipath, 
aversion, contempt, detestation, dislike, enmity, 
execration, hate, hostility, ill will, intolerance ~ 
loathing, misanthropy, odium, repugnance, - 
revulsion. 


hatter noun maker or seller of hats. 


haughty /‘ho:ti/ adjective (-ier, -iest) proud 

arrogant. ohaughtily adverb. haughtiness 

noun. 
m arrogant, boastful, bumptious, cavalier, 
colloquial cocky, conceited, condescending, 
disdainful, egotistic(al), colloquial high and 
mighty, hoity-toity, imperious, lofty, lordly, 
offhand, patronizing, pompous, presumptuous, 
pretentious, proud, self-admiring, self-important, 


smug, snobbish, colloquial snooty, colloquial 
stuck-up, supercilious, superior, colloquial 
uppity, vain. 


haul /ho:l/ verb 1 pull or drag forcibly. 2 trans- 
port by lorry, cart, etc. © noun 1 hauling, 2 
amount gained or acquired. 3 distance to be tra- 
versed. 


a verb 1 drag, draw, heave, lug, pull, tow, trail, tug. 
2 carry, cart, convey, move, transport. 


haulage noun (charge for) commercial trans- 
port of goods. 


haullier /‘ho:l1a/ noun person or firm engaged in 
transport of goods. 

haulm /ho:m/ noun (also halm) 1 stalk or stem. 
2 stalks of beans, peas, potatoes, etc. collectively. 


haunch /ho:ntS/ noun 1 fleshy part of buttock 
and thigh. 2 leg and loin of deer etc. as food. 


haunt /ho:nt/ verb 1 (of ghost etc.) visit regu- 
larly. 2 frequent (place). 3 linger in mind of. 
© noun place frequented by person. 

u verb 1, 2 frequent, hang around, keep returning 

to, loiter about, patronize, spend time at, visit 

regularly. 3 beset, linger in, obsess, colloquial 

plague, prey on, torment. 


haunting adjective (of memory, melody, ete-) 
lingering; poignant, evocative. 

haute couture /aut ku:'tjua/ noun (world of 
high fashion. 

hauteur /au'ts:/ noun haughtiness. i 

have /hæv/ verb (having; 3rd singular preg 
has /hez/; past & past participle had) 1 ho 2 
possession or relationship; be provided Wine 
contain as part or quality. 3 experience. 4 ( rs 
to) be subjected to a specified state. 5 Sg i 
6 hold (party, meeting, etc.). 7 eat, drink. 8 to% 
ate; permit to. 9 receive. 10 provide accomm a a 
tion; entertain. 11 obtain or know (qualifica get 

language, etc.). 12 give birth to. 13 colloquia 
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the better of. 14 (usually in passive) cheat. © aux- 
iliary verb: used with past participle to form past 
tenses. @noun 1 (usually in plural) colloquial 
wealthy person. 2 slang swindle. o have on 1 
wear (clothes). 2 have (engagement). 3 colloquial 
hoax. have-not (usually in plural) person 
lacking wealth. have to be obliged to, must. have 
up bring (person) before court, interviewer, etc. 
n verb 1 be in possession of, keep, maintain, own, 
possess, use, utilize. 2 comprise, consist of, 
contain, embody, hold, include, incorporate, 
involve. 3 be subject to, endure, enjoy, experience, 
feel, go through, live through, put up with, suffer, 
tolerate, undergo. 6 arrange, hold, organize, 
prepare, set up. 7 consume, eat, drink, partake of, 
swallow. 9 accept, acquire, be given, gain, get, 
obtain, procure, receive. 10 be host to, cater for, 
entertain, put up. 0 have on 3 see HOAX verb. 
have to be compelled to, be forced to, have an 
obligation to, must, need to, ought to, should. 
have up see ARREST verb 1. 


haven /‘herv(s)n/ noun 1 refuge. 2 harbour. 


u 1 asylum, refuge, retreat, safety, sanctuary, 
| shelter. 2 see HARBOUR NOUN 1. 


haven't /‘hev(e)nt/ have not. 
haver /‘heiva/ verb 1 hesitate. 2 talk foolishly. 


haversack /‘hevesek/ moun canvas bag 
carried on back or over shoulder. 


havoc /'hævək/ noun devastation, confusion. 
a play havoc with colloquial cause confusion to. 
a chaos, confusion, damage, desolation, 
destruction, devastation, disorder, disruption, 
mayhem, rack and ruin, ruin, colloquial shambles, 
upset, waste, wreckage. 


haw noun hawthorn berry. 


hawk' noun 1 bird of prey with rounded wings. 2 
Politics person who advocates aggressive policy. 
@verb hunt with hawk. o hawkish adjective. 
hawkishness noun. 


hawk? verb carry (goods) about for sale. 


hawk? verb 4 clear throat noisily. 2 (+ up) bring 
(phlegm etc.) up thus. 


hawker noun person who hawks goods. 


hawser [‘ho:za/ noun thick rope or cable for 
mooring ship. 


hawthorn noun thorny shrub with red berries. 


hay noun grass mown and dried for fodder. 
o haycock conical heap of hay. hay fever aller- 
Bic irritation of nose, throat, etc. caused by 
Pollen, dust, etc. haymaking mowing grass and 
Spreading it to dry. hayrick, haystack packed 
pile of hay. haywire colloquial badly disorgan- 
ized; out of control. 

hazard /'hæzəd/ noun 1 danger; risk. 2 obstacle 
m golf course. @ verb 1 venture on (guess etc.). 2 

a noun 1 chance, danger, jeopardy, peril, risk, 

threat. @ verb 1 chance, dare, PER phasis venture. 


2 endanger, gamble with, imperil, jeopardize, risk 
take a chance with. reper done viet 


hazardous adjective risky. 


m chancy, dangerous, slang dicey, fraught with 
danger, slang hairy, archaic parlous, perilous, 
precarious, risky, ticklish, tricky, uncertain, 
unpredictable, unsafe. 


haze noun 1 slight mist. 2 mental obscurity, con- 
fusion. 


| m 1 cloud, film, fog, mist, steam, vapour. 


hazel /‘heiz(2)l/ noun 1 nut-bearing hedgerow 
cu. 2 greenish-brown. ohazelnut nut of 
aze! 


hazy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 misty. 2 vague. 3 con- 
fused. o hazily adverb. haziness noun. 

m 1 blurred, blurry, clouded, cloudy, dim, faint, 

foggy, fuzzy, indefinite, milky, misty, obscure, 

unclear. 2 see VAGUE 1. 3 see UNCERTAIN 1—2. 


HB abbreviation hard black (pencil lead). 


HE abbreviation 1 His or Her Excellency. 2 high 
explosive. 


he /hi:/ pronoun 4 (as subject of verb) the male 
person or animal in question. 2 person of unspe- 
cified sex. o he-man masterful or virile man. 


head /hed/ noun 1 uppermost part of human 

body, or foremost part of body of animal, con- 

taining brain, sense organs, etc. 2 seat of intel- 

lect. 3 thing like head in form or position. 4 top, 
front, or upper end. 5 source of river. 6 person in 
charge, esp. of school. 7 position of command. 8 
individual as unit. 9 side of coin bearing image 
of head. 10 (in plural) this as call when tossing 
coin. 11 signal-converting device on tape 
recorder etc. 12 foam on top of beer etc. 13 con- 
fined body of water or steam. 14 pressure exerted 
by this. 15 (usually in come to a head) climax, 
crisis. @ adjective principal, chief. @ verb 1 be at 
front or in charge of. 2 (often + for) move or send 
-in specified direction. 3 provide with heading. 4 
Football strike (ball) with head. o headache 1 

continuous pain in head. 2 colloquial trouble- 
some problem. headachy adjective. headband 
band worn round head as decoration or to 
confine hair. headboard upright panel at head 
of bed. headcount (counting of) total number of 
people. headdress (esp. ornamental) covering 
for head. headhunting 1 collecting of enemies’ 
heads as trophies. 2 seeking of staff by 
approaching people employed elsewhere. head- 
lamp, headlight (main) light at front of vehicle. 
headland promontory. headline 1 heading at top 
of page, newspaper article, etc. 2 (in plural) 
summary of broadcast news. headlock wrestling 
hold round opponent’s head. headlong 1 with 
head foremost. 2 ina rush. headman tribal chief. 
headmaster, headmistress head teacher. head 
off 1 get ahead of and deflect. 2 avert. head-on (of 
collision etc.) with front foremost. headphones 
pair of earphones fitting over head. headquar- 
ters (treated as singular or plural) organiza- 
tion’s administrative centre. headroom over- 
head space. headset headphones, often with 
microphone. headshrinker slang psychiatrist. 
headstall part of bridle or halter fitting round 
horse’s head. head start advantage granted or 
gained at early stage. headstone stone set up 
at head of grave. headstrong self-willed. head 


header | hearth 


er teacher in charge of school. headway 
anc headwind one blowing from directly 
in front. lose one’s head panic, lose control. off 
one's head colloquial crazy. put heads together 
nsult together. 
ia noun ‘brain, cranium, skull. 2 ability, brains, 
capacity, imagination, intelligence, intellect, mind, 
understanding. 4 apex, crown, highest point, peak, 
summit, top, vertex. 5 see SOURCE 1. 6 authority 
figure, colloquial boss, captain, chief, commander, 
director, employer, leader, manager, ruler, 
superintendent, supervisor, supremo; (head of a 
school) headmaster, headmistress, head teacher, 
principal. @ adjective see CHIEF adjective 1. © verb 
1 be in charge of, command, control, direct, 
govern, guide, lead, manage, rule, run, 
superintend, supervise. 2 aim, go, point, proceed, 
set out, start, steer, turn; (head for) make for, make 
a beeline for. o head off 1 see DEFLECT. 
headquarters base, depot, head office, HQ, main 
office. nerve centre. lose one’s head see PANIC 
verb. off one’s head see MAD 1. 


header noun 1 Football act.of heading ball. 2 
colloquial headlong dive or plunge. 


heading nour title at head of page etc. 


m caption, headline, rubric, title. 


heady adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 (of liquor etc.) 
potent. 2 exciting, intoxicating. 3 impetuous. 4 
headachy. 


heal verb 4 (often + up) become healthy again. 2 
cure. 3 put right (differences). o healer noun. 

a 1 become healthy, get better, improve, knit, 

mend, recover, recuperate. 2 cure, make better, 

minister to, nurse, rejuvenate, remedy, renew, 

restore, revitalize, tend, treat. 3 patch up, put right, 

reconcile, repair, settle. 


health /hel0/ noun 1 state of being well in body 
or mind. 2 mental or physical condition. 
Chealth centre building containing local 
medical services. health food natural food, 
thought to promote good health. health service 
public medical service. health visitor nurse who 
visits mothers and babies, the elderly, etc. at 
home. 

n 1 fitness, robustness, soundness, strength, 

vigour, well-being. 2 condition, constitution, fettle, 

form, shape, trim. 


healthful /‘heléful/ adjective conducive to good 
health; beneficial. o healthfully adverb. health: 
fulness noun. 


healthy adjective (-ier, -iest) having, conducive 
to, or indicative of, good health. o healthily 
adverb. healthiness noun. 

a (a healthy creature) active, blooming, fine, fit, 
flourishing, good, hale and hearty, hearty, in fine 
fettle, in good shape, lively, perky, robust, sound, 
strong, sturdy, vigorous, well: (healthy living 
conditions) bracing, health-giving, hygienic, 
invigorating, salubrious, Sanitary, wholesome. 


heap noun 1 disorderly pile. 2 (es; 
I j P. in plural 
colloquiallarge number or amount. 3 slangdilep 
idated vehicle. e verb 1 (+ up, together, etc.) pile 
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or collect in heap. 2 (+ with) load copi 
3 (+ on, upon) offer copiously. Plously with, 
m noun 1 accumulation, assemblage, bank 
collection, hill, hoard, mass, mound, mountain 
pile, stack. 2 (heaps) see PLENTY noun 1, @ verb 
(heap up) accumulate, amass, bank UP, Colle: Y 
gather, hoard, mass, pile, stack, stockpile, store, 


hear verb (past & past participle heard ha:d)1 
perceive with ear. 2 listen to. 3 listen judicial, 
toand try (case). 4 be informed. 5 (+ from) receiv, 
message etc, from. o hearsay rumour, gossip. 
o hearer noun. t 
a 1 catch, overhear, pick up. 2 attend to, heed, 
listen to, pay attention to. 3 examine, investigate, 
judge, try. 4 be told, be informed, discover, find out 
gather, learn; (hear of ) get wind of. : 


hearing noun 1 faculty of perceiving sounds, 
2 range within which sounds may be heard. 3 
opportunity to state one’s case. 4 trial of case 
before court. chearing aid small sound- 
amplifier worn by partially deaf person. 
| m 4 case, inquest, inquiry, trial. 


hearse /hs:s/ noun vehicle for carrying coffin. 
heart /ha:t/ noun 1 organ in body keeping up 
circulation of blood by contraction and dilation. 
2 region of heart; breast. 3 seat of thought, 
feeling, or emotion (esp. love). 4 capacity for 
feeling emotion. 5 courage. 6 mood. 7 central or 
innermost part; essence. 8 tender inner part of 
vegetable etc. 9 (conventionally) heart-shaped 
thing. 10 playing card of suit marked with red 
hearts. oat heart in inmost feelings. break 
person’s heart overwhelm person with sorrow. 
by heart from memory. have the heart (usually 
in negative, + fo do) be hard-hearted enough to. 
heartache mental anguish. heart attack sudden 
heart failure. heartbeat pulsation of heart. 
heartbreak overwhelming distress. heartbreak- 
ing adjective. heartbroken adjective. heartburn 
burning sensation in chest from indigestion. 
heartfelt sincere. heart-rending very dis- 
tressing. heartsick despondent. heartstrings 
deepest affections or pity. heart-throb colloquial 
object of (esp. immature) romantic feelings. 
heart-to-heart frank (talk). heart-warming emo- 
tionally moving and encouraging. take to heart 
* be much affected by. y 
8 1 colloquial ticker. 4 affection, compassion, 
concern, feeling, goodness, humanity, kindness, 
love, pity, sensitivity, sympathy, tenderness, 
understanding, warmth. 7 centre, core, Crux, 
essence, focus, hub, kernel, slang, Ls 8 
nucleus, pith. o heartbreaking bitter, 
distressing, grievous, heart-rending, pitiful, tragic- 
heartbroken broken-hearted, dejected, 
desolate, despairing, dispirited, grief-stricken, 
grieved, heartsick, inconsolable, miserable, 
shattered. 


nub, 


hearten verb make or become more cheerful. 
o heartening adjective. 


| = boost, cheer up, encourage, strengthen, uplift 


hearth /ha:0/ noun floor of fireplace. o hearth- 
rug rug laid before fireplace. 
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heartless adjective unfeeling, pitiless. 
cheartlessly adverb. heartlessness nourn. 

n callous, cold, cruel, hard-hearted, icy, inhuman, 

pitiless, ruthless, steely, stony, unconcerned, 

unemotional, unfeeling, unkind, unsympathetic. 


hearty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 strong, vigorous. 
2 (of meal or appetite) large. 3 warm, friendly; 
enthusiastic. 4 sincere, genuine. o heartily 
adverb. heartiness noun. 
n 1 energetic, healthy, robust, strong, vigorous. 2 
see BIG adjective 1.3 enthusiastic, exuberant, 
friendly, lively, positive, spirited, warm. 4 genuine, 
heartfelt, sincere, wholehearted. 


heat noun 1 condition or sensation of being hot. 
2 energy arising from motion of molecules. 3 hot 
weather. 4 warmth of feeling. 5 anger. 6 most 
intense part or period of activity. 7 preliminary 
round in contest. © verb 1 make or become hot. 
2 inflame. o heatproof able to resist great heat. 
heatwave period of very hot weather. on heat 
(of female animals) sexually receptive. 
u noun 1 fever, fieriness, glow, hotness, 
incandescence, warmth. 2 calorific value. 3 
closeness, heatwave, high temperature, hot 
weather, humidity, sultriness, torridity, warmth. 4 
ardour, eagerness, enthusiasm, excitement, 
fervour, feverishness, impetuosity, intensity, 
passion, vehemence, violence. 5 anger, fury. 
© verb 1 bake, blister, boil, burn, cook, frizzle, fry, 
grill, melt, reheat, roast, scald, scorch, simmer, 
sizzle, smoulder, steam, stew, swelter, toast, 


warm. 


heated adjective angry, impassioned. o heat- 
edly adverb. 


| see FERVENT, HOT adjective 4. 


heater noun device for heating room, water, 
etc. 


heath /hi:6/ noun 4 flattish tract of uncultivated 
land with low shrubs. 2 plant growing on heath, 
esp. heather. 


m 1 common, moor, moorland, open country. 


heathen /'hi:ð(ə)n/ noun 1 person not belong- 
ìng to predominant religion. 2 unenlightened 
person. © adjective 1 not belonging to any of the 
Predominant religions; having no religion. 2 
unenlightened. 

a noun 1 Gentile, heretic, idolater, infidel, pagan, 

sceptic, unbeliever. 2 barbarian, philistine, 

savage. © adjective 1 Gentile, godless, idolatrous, 

infidel, irreligious, pagan. 2 barbaric, philistine, 

savage, unenlightened. 


heather /'heðə/ noun purple-fl red plant of 
moors and hevthe ciate 


heating noun equipment used to heat building. 


heave verb ving; past & past participle heaved 
or esp, Nautical hove /haov/) 1 lift, haul, or utter 
With effort. 2 colloquial throw. 3 rise and fall 
Periodically. 4 Nautical haul by rope. 5 retch. 
S roun heaving. o heave in sight come into 
ew. heave to bring vessel to standstill. 


. heartless | hectic 


m verb 1 drag, draw, haul, hoist, lift, lug, move, pull, 
raise, tow, tug. 2 see THROW verb 1,2. 5 see VOMIT 
verb 1. 0 heave in sight see APPEAR 1. 


heaven /‘hev(e)n/ noun 1 home of God and of 
blessed after death. 2 place or state of bliss. 3 
delightful thing. 4 (the heavens) sky as seen 
from earth. u heavenly adjective. 
m 1 afterlife, Greek Mythology Elysium, the 
hereafter, the next world, nirvana, paradise. 3 
bliss, contentment, delight, ecstasy, felicity, 
happiness, joy, paradise, perfection, pleasure, 
rapture, Utopia. o heavenly angelic, colloquial 
beatific, beautiful, blissful, celestial, delightful, 
divine, exquisite, glorious, lovely, other-worldly, 
colloquial out of this world, saintly, spiritual, 
sublime, unearthly, wonderful. 


heavy /‘hevi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of great 
weight; difficult to lift. 2 of great density. 3 
abundant. 4 severe, extensive. 5 striking or 
falling with force. 6 (of machinery etc.) very 
large of its kind. 7 needing much physical effort. 
8 hard to digest. 9 hard to read or understand; 
dull, tedious. 10 (of ground) difficult to travel 
over. 11 oppressive. 12 depressed, weighed 
down. 13 coarse, ungraceful. © noun (plural 
-ies) 1 colloquial thug (esp. hired). 2 villain. 
Oheavy-duty designed to withstand hard use. 
heavy-handed 1 clumsy. 2 oppressive. 
heavy-hearted unhappy, depressed. heavy 
hydrogen deuterium. heavy industry that con- 
cerned with production of metal and machines 
etc. heavy metal colloquial loud rock music with 
pounding rhythm. heavy water water composed 
of deuterium and oxygen. heavyweight amateur 
boxing weight (over 81 kg). o heavily adverb. 
heaviness noun. 
m adjective 1 bulky, burdensome, fat, hefty, 
immovable, large, leaden, massive, ponderous, 
unwieldy, weighty. 2 compact, concentrated, 
dense, solid. 3 abundant, copious, laden, loaded, 
profuse, thick. 4 concentrated, excessive, 
extensive, intensive, severe. 5 (a heavy blow) 
forceful, hard, powerful, strong, violent; (heavy 
rain) pouring, severe, torrential. 7 arduous, 
demanding, difficult, hard, exhausting, laborious, 
onerous, strenuous, tough. 9 deep, dull, 
intellectual, intense, serious, tedious, wearisome. 
12 burdened, depressed, gloomy, miserable, sad, 
sorrowful, troubled, unhappy. O heavy-handed 1 
see CLUMSY 1. heavy-hearted see saD 1. 


Hebraic /hi:'brenk/ adjective of Hebrew br the 
Hebrews. 

Hebrew /'hi:bru:/ noun 1 member of a Semitic 
people in ancient Palestine. 2 their language. 3 
modern form of this, used esp. in Israel. @ adjec- 
tive 1 of or in Hebrew. 2 of the Jews. 

heckle /‘hek(s)I/ verb (-ling) interrupt or harass 
(speaker). @zoun act of heckling. oheckler 
noun. 

hectare /‘hekteo/ noun metric unit of square 
measure (2.471 acres). 

hectic /‘hekttk/ adjective 1 busy and confused; 
excited. 2 feverish. o hectically adverb. 


hecto- | Hellene 


m 1 animated, boisterous, brisk, bustling, busy, 
chaotic, excited, feverish, frantic, frenetic, 
frenzied, hurried, hyperactive, lively, mad, 
over-active, restless, riotous, colloquial 
rumbustious, turbulent, wild. 2 febrile, feverish, 


flushed. 


hecto- /‘hektau/ combining form one hundred. 

hector /‘hekta/ verb bluster, bully. 0 hectoring 
adjective. 

- he’d /hi:d/ 1 he had. 2 he would. 


hedge noun 1 fence of bushes or low trees. 2 
protection against possible loss. @ verb (-ging) 1 
surround with hedge. 2 (+ in) enclose. 3 secure 
oneself against loss on (bet etc.). 4 avoid commit- 
ting oneself. o hedgehog small spiny insect- 
eating mammal. hedge-hop fly at low altitude. 
hedgerow row of bushes forming hedge. hedge 
sparrow common brown-backed bird. 

a noun 1 hedgerow. @ verb 2 (hedge in) see 
ENCLOSE 1. 4 beat about the bush, be evasive, 


equivocate, hum and haw, quibble, stall, temporize, 
| colloquial waffle. 


hedonism /hi:deniz(e)m/ noun (behaviour 
based on) belief in pleasure as humankind’s 
proper aim. o hedonist noun. hedonistic /-'n1s-/ 
adjective. 

m o hedonistic epicurean, extravagant, 

intemperate, luxurious, pleasure-loving, 

self-indulgent, sensual, sybaritic, voluptuous. 


heed verb attend to; take notice of. e noun care, 
attention. o heedful adjective. heedfully adverb. 
heedfulness noun. heedless adjective. heed- 
lessly adverb. 
u verb attend to, bear in mind, concern oneself 
about, consider, follow, keep to, listen to, mark, 
mind, note, notice, obey, observe, pay attention to, 
regard, take notice of. 0 heedful attentive, 
Careful, concerned, considerate, mindful, 
observant, sympathetic, vigilant, watchful. 
heedless blind, careless, deaf, inattentive, 
inconsiderate, neglectful, oblivious, reckless, 
regardless, thoughtless, uncaring, unconcerned, 
unmindful, unobservant, unsympathetic. 


hee-haw /hitho:/ noun & verb bray. 


heel! noun 1 back of foot below ankle. 2 part of 

Sock etc. covering this, or of shoe etc. supporting 

it. 3 crust end of loaf. 4 colloquial scoundrel. 5 
interjection) command to dog to walk near 
owner's heel. @ verb 1 fit or renew heel on (shoe), 
2 touch ground with heel. 3 (+ out) Rugby pass 
ball with heel. 0 cool, kick one’s heels be kept 
waiting. heelball shoemaker’s polishing mix- 


ture of wax etc., esp. used in brass rubbing. take 
to one’s heels run away. : 


heel? verb 4 (often + over) (of ship etc.) lean over, 


2 (often + over) cause (ship) t i 
healing. (ship) to do this. e noun 


m verb careen, incline, lean, list, tilt, tip. 


hefty /‘hefti/ adjective (ier, -iest) 1 (of 
big, strong. 2 (of thing) heavy, sie Ge ad 
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m 1 beefy, big, brawny, burly, colloqui ` 
husky, large, mighty, muscular, powerful att 
rugged, solid, strapping, strong, tough. 2 bi st, 
bulky, heavy, huge, large, massive, powerful” 
sizeable, substantial. v 


hegemony /hr'gemənı/ noun leadership, 
heifer /'hefe/ noun young cow, esp. i 
not had more than one calf. “SP. one that hag 
height /hait/ noun 1 measurement from 
top. 2 elevation above ground or other level, 3 
high place. 4 top; highest point or degree, 5 
extreme example. 
m 1 tallness, vertical measurement. 2 altitude, 
elevation, level. 3 crag, fell, hill, mound, mountain 
peak, prominence, ridge, summit, top. 4, 5 acme, 
apex, apogee, climax, crest, culmination, extrem 
high point, maximum, peak, pinnacle, zenith. 


heighten verb make or become higher or more 
intense. 

m add to, amplify, augment, boost, build up, 

elevate, enhance, improve, increase, intensify, lift 

up, magnify, maximize, raise, reinforce, sharpen, 

strengthen, supplement. 


heinous /'heməs/ adjective atrocious. o hein- 
ousness noun. 

heir /eə/ noun ( feminine heiress) person entitled 
to property or rank as legal successor of former 
holder. o heir apparent one whose claim cannot 
be superseded by birth of nearer heir. heirloom 
piece of property that has been in family for gen- 
erations. heir presumptive one whose claim may 
be superseded by birth of nearer heir. 

held past & past participle of HoLD'. 

helical /'helrk(ə)l/ adjective spiral. 

helices plural of HELIX. 

helicopter /‘helikopta/ noun wingless aircraft 
lifted and propelled by overhead blades revolv- 
ing horizontally. 

heliograph /hi:lagra:f/ noun signalling app 
atus reflecting flashes of sunlight. © verb seni 
(message) thus. 3 

heliotrope /hi:latraup/ noun plant with fra- 
grant purple flowers. 

heliport /‘helpo:t/ noun place where helicop- 
ters take off and land. l 

helium /hi:lem/ noun light non-flammable 
gaseous element. sat 

helix /'hi:ltks/ noun (plural helices /‘hi:ls! 
spiral or coiled curve. 2 

hell noun 1 home of the damned after denai 
place or state of misery. o hellish adjective. 

ishly adverb. 


m 1 Hades, infernal regions, netherworld, 
underworld. 2 see MISERY 1. 


he'll /hi:1/ he will; he shall. 

hellebore /‘helibo:/ noun evergreen plan 
kind including Christmas rose. rel 

Hellene /‘heli:n/ noun Greek. o Hellenic ml 


adjective. Hellenism /-lm-/ noun. Hellenis 
noun. ; 


| 
to 
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Hellenistic /helrnisttk/ adjective of Greek 
history, language, and culture of late 4th to late 
1st c. BC. 

hello /hələu/ (also hallo, hullo) interjection: 
expressing informal greeting or surprise, or 
calling attention. © noun (plural-s) cry of ‘hello’. 

helm noun tiller or wheel for managing rudder. 
u at the helm in control. helmsman person who 
steers ship. 

helmet /‘helmit/ noun protective headcover of 
policeman, motorcyclist, etc. . 


help verb 1 provide with means to what is needed 
or sought. 2 be useful to. 3 improve, alleviate. 
4 (usually in negative) prevent, refrain from. 5 
(help oneself; often + to) serve oneself. 6 (help 
oneself; often + to) take without permission. 
enoun 1 act of helping. 2 person or thing that 
helps. 3 colloquial domestic assistant or assist- 
ance. 4 remedy etc. c helpline telephone service 
providing help with problems. o helper noun. 
u verb 1 abet, advise, aid, assist, back, befriend, 
boost, collaborate with, contribute to, cooperate 
with, encourage, facilitate, forward, further the 
interests of, give a hand, lend a hand, profit, 
promote, prop up, rally round, serve, side with, 
spoon-feed, stand by, subsidize, archaic or formal 
succour, support, take pity on. 2 avail, be useful to, 
serve. 3 alleviate, benefit, cure, ease, improve, 
lessen, make easier, relieve, remedy. 4 see 
PREVENT, AVOID. © noun 1 advice, aid, assistance, 
backing, boost, collaboration, contribution, 
cooperation, encouragement, friendship, 
guidance, moral support, patronage, relief, archaic 
or formal succour, support. 2 advantage, asset, 
assistant, avail (of no avail), benefit, boon, boost, 
guide, helper, prop, support. 4 see REMEDY noun 
2. O helper abetter, Law abettor, accessory, 
accomplice, aid, ally, assistant, associate, 
collaborator, colleague, confederate, deputy, help, 
helpmate, usually derogatory henchman, partner, 
right-hand man, second, supporter. 


helpful adjective giving help, useful. o helpfully 
adverb. helpfulness noun. 
a (a helpful person) accommodating, benevolent, 
caring, considerate, cooperative, favourable, 
friendly, helping, kind, neighbourly, obliging, 
Practical, supportive, sympathetic, thoughtful, 
willing; (a helpful comment) advantageous, 
beneficial, constructive, informative, instructive, 
Profitable, valuable, worthwhile; (a helpful tool) 
Convenient, handy, practical, serviceable, useful. 


helping adjective giving help, helpful. © noun 
portion of food. pla ie 


m adjective see HELPFUL. © noun amount, dollop, 
Plateful, portion, ration, serving, share. 


helpless adjective 1 lacking help, defenceless. 2 
unable to act without help. o helplessly adverb. 
helplessness noun. 

a1 abandoned, defenceless, deserted, destitute, 

exposed, in difficulties, marooned, stranded, 

lee cok vulnerable. 2 crippled, dependent, 
disabled, feeble, handicapped, impotent, 
incapable, infirm, lame, powerless. 


Hellenistic | herb 


helpmate /‘helpmert/ noun helpful companion 
or partner (usually spouse). 

helter-skelter /helta'skelta/ adverb & adjec- 
tive in disorderly haste. © noun spiral slide at 


hem! noun border of cloth where edge is turned 
under and sewn down. © verb (-mm-) sew edge 
thus. o hem in confine, restrict. hemline lower 
edge of skirt etc. hemstitch (make hem with) 
ornamental stitch. 

hem? interjection: expressing hesitation or calling 
attention by slight cough. 

hemisphere /‘hemisfia/ noun 1 half sphere. 2 
half earth, esp. as divided by equator or by line 
passing through poles. 3 each half of brain. 
o hemispherical /-'sfer-/ adjective. 


hemlock /'hemlok/ noun 1 poisonous plant 
with small white flowers. 2 poison made from it. 
hemp noun 1 (in full Indian hemp) Asian herb- 


aceous plant. 2 its fibre used for rope etc. 3 nar- 
cotic drug made from it. 


hempen adjective made of hemp. 


hen noun female bird, esp. of domestic fowl. 
a henbane poisonous hairy plant. hen-party col- 
loquial party of women only. 

hence adverb 1 from now. 2 for’this reason. 


o henceforth, henceforward from this time 
onwards. 


henchman /'hentfmən/ noun usually deroga- 
tory trusted supporter. 

henge noun prehistoric circle of wood or stone 
uprights, as at Stonehenge. 

henna /'henə/ noun 1 tropical shrub. 2 reddish 
dye made from it and used esp. to colour hair. 
© verb (hennaed, hennaing) dye with henna. 

henpeck /‘henpek/ verb (usually as henpecked 
adjective) constantly harass; nag. 

henry /‘henr1/ noun (plural -s, -ies) SI unit of 
inductance. 

hep = ur‘. 

hepatitis /hepə'tartıs/ noun inflammation of the 
liver. 

hepta- combining form seven. 

heptagon /‘heptegen/ noun plane figure with 7 
sides and angles. o heptagonal /-'tzeg-/ adjective. 

her pronoun 1 (as object of verb) the female 
person or thing in question. 2 colloquial she. 
@ adjective of or belonging to her. 


herald /‘her(s)ld/ noun 1 messenger. 2 fore- 
runner. 3 official. @ verb 1 proclaim approach of. 
2 usher in. o heraldic /-'rzld-/ adjective. 

a noun 1 announcer, courier, messenger. 2 

forerunner, harbinger, omen, precursor, sign. 

© verb 1 advertise, announce, foretell, indicate, 

make known, proclaim, promise, publicize. 


heraldry /‘hereldri/ noun (science or art of) 


armorial bearings. 

herb noun 1 non-woody seed-bearing plant. 2 
plant with leaves, seeds, or flowers used for fla- 
vouring, medicine, etc. 


herbaceous | hertz 


aceous /h3:'berfəs/ adjective of or like 

herba u herbaceous border border in garden 
etc. containing flowering plants. 

herbage noun vegetation collectively, esp. pas- 
turage. 

herbal adjective of herbs. @ noun book about 
herbs. 

herbalist noun 1 dealer in medicinal herbs. 2 
writer on herbs. 

herbarium /h3:'beərrəm/ noun (plural -ria) col- 
lection of dried plants. 

herbicide /‘hs:bisaid/ noun poison used to 
destroy unwanted vegetation. 

herbivore /‘hs:bivo:/ noun plant-eating animal. 
a herbivorous /-'bivaras/ adjective. 

Herculean’ /hs:kju'li:on/ adjective having or 
requiring great strength or effort. 

herd noun 1 number of cattle etc. feeding or trav- 
elling together. 2 (often as the herd) derogatory 
large number of people. © verb 1 (cause to) go in 
herd. 2 tend. a herdsman keeper of herds. 

| m noun 2 bunch, crowd, flock, usually derogatory 

horde, mass, mob, pack, rabble, swarm, throng. 

© verb 1 assemble, collect, congregate, drive, 

gather, group together, round up. 2 look after, 

shepherd, tend. 


here adverb 1 in or to this place. 2 indicating a 
person or thing. 3 at this point. @ noun this place. 
a hereabout(s) somewhere near here. hereafter 
1 (in) future. 2 (in) next world. hereby by this 
means. herein formal in this place, book, etc. 
hereinafter formal 1 from this point on. 2 below 
(in document). hereof formal of this. hereto 
formalto this. heretofore formal formerly. here- 
upon after or in consequence of this. herewith 
with this. 

hereditary /hrreditart/ adjective 1 transmitted 
genetically from one generation to another. 2 
descending by inheritance. 3 holding position by 
inheritance. 

m 1 congenital, constitutional, genetic, inborn, 

inbred, inherent, inheritable, innate, 

transmissible, transmittable. 2 ancestral, 

bequeathed, family, handed down, inherited, 

Passed down, passed on, willed. 


heredity fhrrediti/ noun 4 genetic transmission 
of physical or mental characteristics. 2 these 
characteristics. 3 genetic constitution. 


heresy /‘herasi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 esp. RC 

Shurchi. religious beliefcontrary to orthodox doc. 
e. 2 opinion contrary’ to what rmall 

accepted. ass i 


m dissent, nonconformity, rebellion, steppi 
of line, unorthodoxy. ping out 


heretic herattk/ noun believer 
O heretical /hr'ret-/ adjective, 

m apostate, dissenter, freethinker, iconoclast, 

nonconformist, rebel, renegade, unorthodox 

thinker. o heretical atheistic, dissenting, 

freethinking, heathen, heterodox, iconoclastic, 

nonconformist, pagan, rebellious, unorthodox. 


in heresy. 
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heritable /‘heritab(e)l/ adjective that can be 


inherited. 


heritage /‘heritid3/ noun 1 what is or 
inherited. 2 inherited circumstances, benef 
etc. 3 nation’s historic buildings, countrys; ae 
etc. 

n 1, 2 birthright, inheritance, legacy, 3 Culture, 

history, past, tradition. 


hermaphrodite /h3:'mefradait/ noun 
animal, or plant with organs of both 
© adjective combining both sexes, 
roditic /-‘dit-/ adjective. 

hermetic /hs:'metik/ adjective with an airtight 
seal. o hermetically adverb. 

hermit /‘ha:mit/ noun person living in Solitude, 
hermit crab crab which lives in mollusc’s 
cast-off shell. 


l m anchoress, anchorite, recluse, solitary. 


hermitage noun 1 hermit’s dwelling. 2 
secluded residence. 


hernia /'h3:n1ə/ noun protrusion of: part of organ 
through wall of cavity containing it. 


hero /‘hierau/ noun (plural -es) 4 person ad- 
mired for courage, outstanding achievements, 
etc. 2 chief male character in play, story, etc. 
Ghero-worship noun idealization of admired 
person. @ verb worship as hero. 

m 1 champion, conqueror, daredevil, exemplar, 

heroine, ideal, idol, luminary, star, superstar, 

victor, winner. 2 heroine, lead, protagonist, star. 


Person, 


Sexes, 
O hermaph. 


heroic /hrreutk/ adjective‘ fit for, or like, ahero. 
2 very brave. @ noun (in plural) overdramatic 
talk or behaviour. o heroically adverb. 
m adjective adventurous, audacious, bold, brave, 
chivalrous, courageous, daring, dauntless, 
archaic doughty, epic, fearless, gallant, Herculean, 
intrepid, lion-hearted, noble, selfless, staunch, 
steadfast, stout-hearted, superhuman, unafraid, 
valiant, valorous. 


heroin /‘heraum/ noun sedative addictive drug 
prepared from morphine. 

heroine /‘heraum/ noun 1 female hero. 2 chief 
female character in play, story, etc. 


| #1 see HERO 1.2 see HERO 2. ms 


heroism /‘herauiz(2)m/ noun heroic conduct. 


heron /‘heran/ noun long-necked long-legged 
wading bird. 


herpes /‘hs:pi:z/ noun virus disease causing 
blisters. 


Herr /hea/ noun (plural Herren /'heran/) title f 
German man. )N 

herring /‘herm/ noun (plural same or -8) N: 
Atlantic edible fish. o herring-bone stitch of 
weave of small ‘V’ shapes making zigzag patter" 

hers /hs:z/ pronoun the one(s) belonging to ie 

herself /he'self/ pronoun 1 emphatic form of SË 
OF HER. 2 reflexive form of HER. cy 

hertz noun (plural same) SI unit of frequen 
(one cycle per second), 
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he’s /hi:z/ 1 he is. 2 he has. 

hesitant /‘hezit(e)nt/ adjective hesitating. 
o hesitance noun. hesitancy noun. hesitantly 
adverb. 

n cautious, diffident, dithering, faltering, 

half-hearted, halting, hesitating, indecisive, 

irresolute, nervous, shilly-shallying, shy, 

stammering, stumbling, stuttering, tentative, 

timid, uncertain, uncommitted, undecided, 

underconfident, unsure, vacillating, wary, 

wavering. 


hesitate /'hezıtert/ verb (-ting) 1 feel or show 
indecision; pause. 2 (often + to do) be reluctant. 
3 falter in speaking. ochesitatingly adverb. 
hesitation /-'terJ(e)n/ noun. 
u 1 be hesitant, be indecisive, be in two minds, 
delay, colloquial dilly-dally, dither, equivocate, 
falter, halt, haver, hum and haw, pause, put it off, 
shilly-shally, temporize, think twice, vacillate, wait, 
waver. 2 demur, hang back; (hesitate to) baulk at, 
be reluctant to, jib at, shrink from. 3 falter, hum and 
haw, stammer, stumble, stutter. o hesitation 
caution, delay, diffidence, dithering, doubt, 
indecision, irresolution, nervousness, reluctance, 
shilly-shallying, uncertainty, vacillation, wavering. 


hessian /‘hesren/ noun strong coarse hemp or 
jute sacking. 

heterodox /‘heteraudvks/ adjective not ortho- 
dox. o heterodoxy noun. 

heterogeneous /hetarau'dsi:nias/ adjective 1 
diverse. 2 varied in content. o heterogeneity 
/-dgt'ni:ttr/ noun. 

heteromorphic /heterau'mo:fik/ adjective 
(also heteromorphous /-'mo:fas/) Biology of dis- 
similar forms. 

heterosexual /hetarau'sekJual/ adjective feel- 
ing or involving sexual attraction to opposite 
sex. © noun heterosexual person. o heterosexu- 
ality /-‘zel-/ noun. : 

het up adjective colloquial overwrought. 
heuristic /hjua'ristik/ adjective 1 serving to dis- 
cover. 2 using trial and error. 

hew verb (past participle hewn /hju:n/ or 
hewed) 1 chop or cut with axe, sword, etc. 2 cut 
into shape. 

hex verb 1 practise witchcraft. 2 bewitch. @ noun 
magic spell. 

« hexa- combining form six. 

hexagon /‘heksagen/ noun plane figure with 6 
Sides and angles. o hexagonal /-'sæg-/ adjective. 
hexagram heksagreem/ noun 6-pointed star 
formed by two intersecting equilateral triangles. 
hexameter /hek'seemite/ noun verse line of 6 
metrical feet. 

hey /hey interjection: calling attention or 
expressing surprise, inquiry, etc. u hey presto! 
conjuror’s phrase on completing trick. 

heyday Iherder/ noun time of greatest success; 


HF abbreviation high frequency. 
HGV abbreviation heavy goods vehicle. 


HH abbreviation 1 Her or His Highness. 2 His 
Holiness. 3 double-hard (pencil lead). 

hi /hat/ interjection: calling attention or as greet- 
mg. ; 

hiatus /har'etas/ noun (plural -tuses) 1 gap in 
Series etc. 2 break between two vowels coming 
together but not in same syllable. 

hibernate /'harbənert/ verb (-ting) (of animal) 
spend winter in dormant state. o hibernation 
noun, 

Hibernian /harbs:nten/ archaic poetical adjec- 
tive of Ireland. © noun native of Ireland. 

hibiscus /hrbiskes/ noun (plural -cuses) cul- 
tivated shrub with large brightly coloured 
flowers. 

hiccup /‘hikap/ (also hiccough) noun 1 involun- 
tary audible spasm of respiratory organs. 2 tem- 
porary or minor stoppage or difficulty. @ verb 
(-p-) make hiccup. 

hick noun esp. US colloquial yokel. 


hickory /‘hiker1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 N. Ameri- 
can tree related to walnut. 2 its wood. 

hid past of ne". 

hidden past participle of nme". @ adjective 1 con- 
cealed, invisible. 2 obscure in meaning; secret. 
Ohidden agenda secret motivation behind 
policy etc.; ulterior motive. 

n adjective 1 camouflaged, concealed, covered, 

disguised, enclosed, invisible, obscured, out of 

sight, private, shrouded, under wraps, 

undetectable, unnoticeable, unseen, veiled. 2 

abstruse, arcane, coded, covert, cryptic, dark, 

esoteric, implicit, mysterious, mystical, obscure, 

occult, recondite, secret, unclear. 


hide' verb (-ding; past hid; past participle hidden 
/‘hid(@)n/) 1 put or keep out of sight. 2 conceal 
oneself. 3 (usually + from) conceal (fact). e noun 
camouflaged shelter for observing wildlife. 
UO hide-and-seek game in which players hide 
and another searches for them. hideaway hiding 
place, retreat. hideout colloquial hiding place. 
hiding place place to hide. 
m verb 1 blot out, bury, camouflage, cloak, 
conceal, cover, curtain, disguise, eclipse, enclose, 
mantle, mask, obscure, put away, put out of sight, 
screen, secrete, shelter, shroud, veil, wrap up. 2 
go to ground, US colloquial hole up, lie low, lurk, 
shut oneself away, take cover. 3 censor, hush up,- 
repress, silence, suppress, withhold. o hiding 
place den, haven, hide, hideaway, hideout, lair, 
refuge, retreat, sanctuary, 


hide? noun 1 animal’s skin, esp. tanned. 2 collo- 
quial human skin. u hidebound rigidly conven- 
tional. 


l m 4 fur, leather, pelt, skin. 


hideous /‘hidies/ adjective repulsive, revolting. 
o hideously adverb. hideousness noun. 

m appalling, colloquial beastly, disgusting, 

dreadful, frightful, ghastly, grim, grisly, grotesque, 

gruesome, macabre, nauseous, odious, repellent, 

repulsive, revolting, shocking, sickening, terrible, 


ugly. 


hiding | hilarious 


hiding noun colloquial ae ral) 
rarchy /‘hatora:ki/ moun (plural -ies 
eed of atlas of authority ranked one above 
another. o hierarchical /-'ra:k-/ adjective. 


a grading, ladder, pecking order, ranking, scale, 

hieroglyph /‘hatsreglif/ noun picture repres- 
eatin wea or syllable, esp. in ancient Egyptian. 
n hieroglyphic /“glif-/ adjective. hieroglyphics 
/-‘glif-/ plural noun. 

hi-fi /‘harfar/ colloquial adjective of high fidelity. 
© noun (plural -s) equipment for such sound 
reproduction. 

higgledy-piggledy /higaldr'pigaldi/ adverb & 
adjective in disorder. 

high /ha1/ adjective 1 of great or specified upward 
extent. 2 far above ground or sea level. 3 coming 
above normal level. 4 of exalted rank or position. 
5 of superior quality. 6 extreme, intense. 7 (often 
+ on) colloquial intoxicated by alcohol or drugs. 
8 (of price) greater than normal. 9 (of sound) 
shrill. 10 (of period etc.) at its peak. 11 (of meat 
etc.) beginning to go bad. enoun 1 high or 
highest level or number. 2 area of high baro- 
metric pressure. 3 slang euphoric state, esp. 
drug-induced. @ adverb 4 far up; aloft. 2 in or to 
high degree. 3 at high price. 4 (of sound) at high 
Pitch. o high altar chief altar in church. highand 
dry 1 stranded without resources, 2 (of ship) out 
of the water, esp. stranded. high and mighty col- 
loquial arrogant. highball US drink of spirits and 
soda etc. high-born of noble birth. high chair 
child’s chair with long legs and meal-tray. High 
Church section of Church of England emphasiz- 
ing ritual, priestly authority, and sacraments. 
high-class of high quality. high command army 
commander-in-chief and associated staff. High 
Commission embassy from one Commonwealth 
country to another. High Court supreme court of 
justice for civil cases. highfalutin(g) colloquial 
pompous, pretentious. high fidelity high-quality 
sound reproduction. high-flown extravagant, 
bombastic. high-flyer, -flier person of great 
potential or ambition. high frequency Radio 
3-30 megahertz. high-handed overbearing. 
high-handedly adverb. high-handedness noun. 
high heels shoes with high heels. high jump 1 
athletic event consisting of jumping over high 
bar. 2 colloquial drastic punishment. high-level 
1 conducted by people of high rank. 2 (of com- 
puter language) close to ordinary age. 
high-minded of firm moral principles. high- 
mindedness noun. high-pitched 1 (of sound) 
high. 2 (of roof) steep. high point maximum 
or best state reached. high-powered 1 having 
great power. 2 influential. high pressure 1 high 
degree of activity. 2 atmospheric condition 
with pressure above av . high priest 1 chief 
priest. 2 head of cult. high-rise (of building) hav- 
ing many storeys. high road main road. high 
school secon school. high sea(s) seas 
outside territorial waters. high-speed operating 
or moving at great speed. high spirits vivacity; 
cheerfulness. high-spirited adjective. high spot 
colloquial most enjoyable feature, moment, or 
experience. high street principal shopping 
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street of town. high tea early evenj 
and cooked food. high-tech 1 employing a Oltea 
ing, or involved in high technology. 2 imi 
its style. high technology advanced ting 
electronic) technology. high tension, Voltane 
electrical potential large enough to n 
damage. high tide, water time or level Of tid x 
its peak. high water mark level reached at high 
water. 
m adjective 1 elevated, high-rise, lofty, raised 
soaring, tall, towering. 4 aristocratic, Chief, . 
distinguished, elevated, eminent, exalted, 
important, leading, powerful, Prominent, royal 
senior, superior, top, upper. 5 (a high reputation) 
favourable, good, noble, respected, virtuous. 6 
exceptional, extreme, great, intense, Powerful, 
strong. 8 dear, excessive, exorbitant, expensive, 
extravagant, outrageous, colloquial steep, 
unreasonable. 9 acute, high-pitched, Penetrating, 
Piercing, sharp, shrill, soprano, squeaky, treble, 
a high and mighty see ARROGANT. high-class see 
EXCELLENT. high-handed see ARROGANT. 
high-minded see MORAL adjective 2. 
high-powered see POWERFUL. high-speed see 
Fast" adjective 1. high-spirited see LIVELY 1;3, 


highbrow colloquial noun person of superior 
intellector culture. © adjective‘ intellectual; cul- 
tured. 2 cultural. 

m adjective 1 academic, bookish, brainy, cultured, 

intellectual, pretentious, sophisticated. 2 

classical, cultural, deep, difficult, educational, 

improving, serious. 


highland /‘hailend/ noun (usually in plural) 
mountainous country, esp. (the Highlands) of N. 
Scotland. © adjective of highland or Highlands. 
O highlander, Highlander noun. 


highlight noun 4 moment or detail of vivid 
interest. 2 bright part of picture. 3 bleached 
streak in hair. © verb 1 bring into prominence. 2 
mark with highlighter. 


a noun 1 best moment, climax, high point, high 
spot, peak. 


highlighter noun coloured marker pen for 
emphasizing printed word. 

highly adverb 1 in high degree. 2 favourably. 
Uhighly-strung sensitive, nervous. 


highness noun 1 state of being high. 2 (His, Hes 
Your Highness) title of prince, princess, etc. 


highway noun 1 public road. 2 main route. 
cHighway Code official handbook for 
road-users. highwayman historical (us 
mounted) robber of stagecoaches. s 

hijack /‘hard3zk/ verb 1 seize control of (vehich 
aircraft, etc.), esp. to force it to different Gem 
ation. 2steal (goods) in transit. e noun hijac 
o hijacker noun. 


hike noun 1 long walk, esp. in country for pier 


ure. 2 rise in prices etc. @ verb (-king) £00 
ū hiker noun. 


hilarious /hrieartes/ adjective 1 


funny. 2 boisterously merry. 0 
adverb. hilarity /-‘lzer-/ noun. 


extremely 
hilarious! 
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n 1 cheering, comical, entertaining, funny, 
humorous, side-splitting, uproarious. 2 
boisterous, cheerful, jolly, jovial, lively, merry, 
mirthful, rollicking. ` 


hill noun 4 natural elevation of ground, lower 
than mountain. 2 heap, mound. 3 slope. 
a hill-billy US colloquial often derogatory person 
from remote rural area. chilly adjective (-ier, 
-iest). J 
z 1 Ban brae, elevation, eminence, fell, 
foothill, height, hillock, hillside, hummock, knoll, 
mound, archaic mount, mountain, peak, 
prominence, ridge, summit, tor, wold; (hills) downs, 
highlands, uplands. 2 heap, mound, pile, stack. 3 
acclivity, ascent, declivity, drop, gradient, incline, 
ramp, rise, slope. 


hillock /‘hilek/ noun small hill, mound. 

hillside /‘hilsard/ noun sloping side of hill. 

hilt noun handle of sword, dagger, etc. 

him pronoun 1 (as object of verb) the male person 
oranimal in question. 2 (as object of verb) person 
of unspecified sex. 3 colloquial he. 


himself /him'self/ pronoun 1 emphatic form of 
HE Or HIM. 2 reflexive form of HIM. 
hind! /hamd/ adjective at back. u hindquarters 
rump and hind legs of quadruped. hindsight 
wisdom after event. o hindmost adjective. 
hind? /hamd/ noun female (esp. red) deer. 
hinder" /‘hmdo/ verb impede; delay. 
m arrest, bar, check, curb, delay, deter, endanger, 
frustrate, get in the way of, hamper, handicap, 
hold back, hold up, impede, keep back, limit, 
obstruct, oppose, prevent, restrain, restrict, 
retard, sabotage, slow down, slow up, stand in the 
way of, stop, thwart. 


hinder /'hamdə/ adjective rear, hind. 

Hindi /‘hmd1/ noun 1 group of spoken languages 
in N. India. 2 one of official languages of India; 
literary form of Hindustani. 


hindrance /‘hmdrens/ noun obstruction. 
u bar, barrier, burden, check, curb, deterrent, 
difficulty, disadvantage, drag, drawback, 
encumbrance, handicap, hitch, impediment, 
inconvenience, limitation, obstacle, obstruction, 
restraint, restriction, snag, stumbling block. 


Hindu ['hmdu:/ noun (plural -s) follower of Hin- 
duism. © adjective of Hindus or Hinduism. 
Hinduism /'hmdu:rz(ə)m/ noun main religious 
and social system of India, including belief in 
reincarnation and worship of several gods. 
Hindustani /hmdvu'sta:nı/ noun language based 
on Hindi, used in much of India. 
hinge noun 1 movable joint on which door, lid, 
etc. swings. 2 principle on which all depends. 
© verb (-ging) 1 (+ on) depend on (event etc.). 2 
attach or be attached with hinge. 
"noun 1 articulation, joint, pivot. © verb 1 (hinge 
on) depend on, hang on, reston, turn on. 


hinny ['hmy/ noun ( 
plural -ies) offspring of 
female donkey and male horse. 


hint noun 1 indirect suggestion; slight indica- 
tion. 2 small piece of practical information. 3 
faint trace. © verb suggest indirectly. u hint at 
refer indirectly to. 
u noun 1 allusion, clue, idea, implication, 
indication, inkling, innuendo, insinuation, 
colloquial pointer, sign, suggestion, tip, tip-off. 2 
colloquial pointer, suggestion, tip, colloquial 
wrinkle. 3 dash, shadow, suggestion, suspicion, 
taste, tinge, touch, trace, undertone, whiff. @ verb 
imply, indicate, insinuate, intimate, mention, 
suggest, tip off. 0 hint at see ALLUDE. 


hinterland /‘hmtelznd/ noun district behind 
that lying along coast etc. 

hip' noun projection of pelvis and upper part of 
thigh-bone. a hip-flask small flask for spirits. 

hip? noun fruit of rose. 

hip? interjection: used to introduce cheer. 

hip‘ adjective (also hep) (-pp-) slang trendy, 
stylish. o-hip hop, hip-hop subculture combin- 
ing rap music, graffiti art, and break-dancing. 

hippie /‘hip1/ noun (also hippy) (plural -ies) col- 
loquial person (esp. in 1960s) rejecting conven- 
tion, typically with long hair, jeans, etc. 

hippo /‘hipau/ noun (plural -s) colloquial hippo- 
potamus. 

Hippocratic oath /hipa'kretik/ noun state- 
ment of ethics of medical profession. 

hippodrome /‘hipadraum/ noun 1 music-hall, 
dance hall, etc. 2 historical course for chariot 
races etc. 

hippopotamus /hipe'potemes/ noun (plural 
-muses or -mi /-mat/) large African mammal 
with short legs and thick skin, living by rivers 
etc. 

hippy = HIPPIE. 

hipster" /‘hipsta/ adjective (of garment) hanging 
from hips rather than waist. © noun (in plural) 
such trousers. 

hipster? /‘hipsta/ noun slang hip person. 

hire verb (-ring) obtain use of (thing) or services 
of (person) for payment. @ noun 1 hiring, being 
hired. 2 payment for this. a hire out grant tem- 
porary use of (thing) for payment. hire purchase 
system of purchase by paying in instalments. 
o hirer noun. 

a verb book, charter, employ, engage, lease, pay 

for the use of, rent, sign on, take on. o hire out 

lease out, let, rent out, take payment for. 


hireling /hatelm/ noun usually derogatory 
person who works for hire. 

hirsute /‘hs:sju:t/ adjective hairy. 

his /hiz/ adjective of or belonging to him. 
@ pronoun the one(s) belonging to him. 

Hispanic /hr'spzntk/ adjective 1 of Spain or 
Spain and Portugal. 2 of Spain and other Span- 
ish-speaking countries. @zoun Spanish- 
speaking person living in US. 

hiss /his/ verb 1 make sharp sibilant sound, as of 
letter s. 2 express disapproval of thus. 3 whisper 


histamine | hoarse 


urgently or angrily. @noun sharp sibilant 
sound. 


| a verb 1 buzz, fizz, rustle, sizzle, swish, whiz. 


"histami:n/ noun chemical com- 
sash ae tissues Sea with allergic 
reactions. 
histology /hr'stoled31/ noun study of tissue 
structure. 
historian /hi'sto:r1en/ noun 1 writer of history. 
2 person learned in history. 
historic /hi'stortk/ adjective 1 famous in history 
or potentially so. 2 Grammar (of tense) used to 
narrate past events. 
u 1 celebrated, eminent, epoch-making, famed, 
famous, important, momentous, notable, 
outstanding, remarkable, renowned, significant, 
well known. 


historical adjective 1 of history. 2 belonging to 
or dealing with the past; not legendary. 3 study- 
ing development over period of time. o historic- 
ally adverb. 


a 1, 2 actual, authentic, documented, factual, real, 
real-life, recorded, true, verifiable. 


historicity /hista'risiti/ noun historical genu- 
ineness or accuracy. 


historiography /histo:rr'vgraft/ noun 1 
writing of history. 2 study of this. o histori- 
ographer noun. 


history /‘histart/ noun (plural -ies) 1 continu- 
ous record of (esp. public) events. 2 study of past 
events. 3 total accumulation of these. 4 the past. 
5 (esp. eventful) past or record. 

m 1 annals, biography, chronicles, diaries, 

narratives, records. 4 antiquity, bygone days, 

heritage, historical events, the old days, the past. 5 

background, past, record. 


histrionic /histrr'onik/ adjective (of behaviour) 
theatrical, dramatic. e noun (in Plural) insin- 
cere and dramatic. behaviour designed to 
impress. 


| m adjective dramatic, theatrical. 


hit verb (-tt-; past & Past participle hit) 1 strike 
with blow or missile. 2 (of moving body) strike 
with force. 3 affect adversely. 4 (often + at) aim 
blow. 5 propel (ball etc.) with bat etc. 6 achieve, 
reach. 7 colloquial encounter. 8 colloquial arrive 
at. © noun 1 blow. 2 shot that hits target. 3 collo- 
quial popular success. o hit it off (often + with, 
together) get on well. hit-and-miss, hit-or-miss 
random. hit-and-run 1 (of person) -causing 
damage or injury and leaving immediately. 2 (of 
accident etc.) caused by such person(s). hit back 
retaliate. hit man (plural hit men) slang hired 
assassin. hit on (or upon) find. hit the road (US 
trail) slang depart. 
m verb 1 bang, bash, baste, batter, beat, slang b 
slang biff, birch, box, bludgeon, buffet A 
cane, clap, clip, slang clobber, clout, club, i 
Colloquial cosh, crack, cudgel, cuff, dash, deliver 
a blow, drive, elbow, flagellate, flail, flick, flip, flog, 
| hammer, impact, Jab, jar, jog, kick, knee, knock, 
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slang lam, colloquial lambaste, lash, Nudge, 
poke, pound, prod, pummel, punch, punt. p Pat, 
ram, rap, scourge, slam, slap, slog, slang ein." 
slug, smack, smash, esp. archale, or Itarana US 
colloquial sock, spank, stab, strike, stub, ite, 
colloquial swipe, slang tan, tap, thrash, thum 
thwack, colloquial wallop, colloquialwhack. "” 
colloquial wham, whip. 2 bang into, bump into 
cannon into, collide with, crash into, ram into, run 
into, slam into, smash into, strike. 3 affect, attac 
bring disaster to, check, damage, do harmto, ha 
have an effect on, hinder, hurt, make suffer, ruin, | 
@ noun 1 blow, collision, impact, stroke.2 ~ 
bull's-eye, shot. 3 success, triumph, winner. n hit 
back see RETALIATE. hit on see DISCOVER 1,2.’ 


hitch verb 1 fasten with loop etc. 2 move (thin 
with jerk. 3 colloquial hitchhike. 4 obtain (iñ. 
onoun 1 temporary difficulty, snag. 2 jerk, 3 
kind of noose or knot. 4 colloquial free ride in 
vehicle. uget hitched colloquial . 
hitchhike travel by means of free lifts in passing 
vehicles. hitchhiker noun. 

hi-tech /‘haitek/ adjective high-tech. 

hither /‘hida/ adverb formal to this place. o hith- 
erto up to now. 

HIV abbreviation human immunodeficiency 
virus, either of two viruses causing Aids. 

hive noun beehive. o hive off (-ving) separate 
from larger group. ` 

hives /harvz/ plural noun skin eruption, esp. 
nettle-rash. 

HM abbreviation Her or His Majesty(’s). 


HMG abbreviation Her or His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. 

HMI abbreviation historical Her or His Majesty's 
Inspector (of Schools). 


HMS abbreviation Her or His Majesty’s Ship. 


HMSO abbreviation Her or His Majesty's Sta: 
tionery Office. 

HNC, HND abbreviations Higher National Cer- 
tificate, Diploma. ` 

ho /həv/ interjection: expressing triumph, deri- 
sion, etc., or calling attention etc. 

hoard /ho:d/ noun store (esp. of money or food). 
© verb amass and store. o hoarder noun. 

m noun accumulation, cache, collection, fund, 

heap, pile, reserve, stockpile, store, supply, 

treasure trove. @ verb accumulate, amass, 

assemble, collect, gather, keep, lay in, lay uP, 

mass, pile up, put away, put by, ‘save, stockpile, 

store, treasure. 


hoarding /‘ho:dm/ noun 1 structure erected tt 
carry advertisements. 2 temporary fence ro 
building site etc. 


hoar-frost /‘ho:frost/ noun frozen water vapou! 
on lawns. 


hoarse /ho:s/ adjective 1 (of voice) rough, husky. 
2 (of person) eats hoarse voice. o hoarsely 
adverb. hoarseness noun. 

m croaking, grating, gravelly, growling, guta 
harsh, husky, rasping, raucous, rough, throaty: 
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hoary /‘ho:r1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 white or 
grey with age. 2 aged. 3 old and trite. 
hoax noun humorous or malicious deception. 
eo verb deceive with hoax. o hoaxer noun. 
a noun cheat, slang con, confidence trick, 
deception, fake, fraud, humbug, imposture, joke, 
colloquial \eg-pull, practical joke, colloquial spoof, 
swindle, trick. © verb bluff, cheat, slang con, 
literary cozen, deceive, defraud, delude, dupe, 
fool, gull, colloquial have on, hoodwink, lead on, 
mislead, pull (person's) leg, swindle, colloquial 
take fora ride, take in, tease, trick. o hoaxer cheat, 
con man, deceiver, impostor, joker, practical joker, 
swindler, trickster. 


hob noun 1 hotplates etc. on cooker or as separate 
unit. 2 flat metal shelf at side of fire for heating 
pans etc. Ohobnail heavy-headed nail for 
boot-sole. 

hobble /‘hob(a)l/ verb (-ling) 1 walk lamely, 
limp. 2 tie together legs of (horse etc.) to keep it 
from straying. © noun 1 limping gait. 2 rope etc. 
used to hobble horse. 


verb 1 dodder, falter, limp, shamble, shuffle, 
stagger, stumble, totter. 


hobby /‘hob1/ noun (plural -ies) leisure-time 
activity pursued for pleasure. o hobby horse 1 
stick with horse’s head, used as toy. 2 favourite 
subject or idea. 

a amateur interest, avocation, diversion, interest, 

pastime, pursuit, recreation, relaxation, sideline. 


hobgoblin ['hobgvblin/ noun mischievous imp; 
gy. 

hobnob /‘hobnob/ verb (-bb-) (usually + with) 
mix socially or informally. 

hobo /‘haubau/ noun (plural -es or -s) US wan- 
dering worker; tramp. 


hock’ noun joint of quadruped’s hind leg 
between knee and fetlock. 


hock? noun German white wine. 
hock’ verb esp. US colloquial pawn. o in hock 1 
in pawn. 2 in debt. 3 in prison. 


hockey /‘hok1/ noun team game played with ball 
and hooked sticks. 


hocus-pocus /haukes'paukes/ noun trickery. 

hod noun 1 trough on pole for carrying bricks 
etc. 2 portable container for coal. 

hodgepodge = norcurorcu. 

hoe noun long-handled tool for weeding etc. 
@verb (hoes, hoed, hoeing) weed (crops), loosen 
(Soil), or dig up etc. with hoe. 

hog noun 1 castrated male pig. 2 colloquial 
greedy person. @verb (-gg-) colloquial take 
greedily; monopolize. o go the whole hog collo- 


quial do thing thoroughly. hogwash colloquial 
nonsense. o hoggish adjective. 


hogmanay lhogmenet/ noun Scottish New 
€ar’s Eve. 


hogshead /‘hogzhed/ noun 1 large cask. 2 
k quid or dry measure (about 50 gals.). 


Oho /həv'həv/ interjection: representing deep 


hoary | holder 


Jolly laugh or expressing surprise, triumph, or 
derision. 


hoick verb colloquial (often + out) lift or jerk. 


hoi polloi [hə1 pe'lor/ noun the masses; ordinary 
people. [Greek] 


hoist verb 1 raise or haul up. 2 raise with ropes 
and pulleys etc. @ noun 1 act of hoisting. 2 appar- 
atus for hoisting. o hoist with one’s own petard 
caught by one’s own trick etc. 

m verb elevate, heave, lift, pull up, raise, winch up. 

© noun 2 block and tackle, crane, davit, jack, lift, 

pulley, tackle, winch, windlass. 


hoity-toity /hortr'tortr/ adjective haughty. 


hokum /‘havkem/ noun esp. US slang 1 senti- 
mentlar unreal material in film etc. 2 bunkum, 
rubbish. 


hold’ /həvld/ verb (past & past participle held) 1 
keep fast; grasp. 2 keep in particular position. 3 
maintain (position etc.). 4 contain; have capacity 
for. 5 possess, have (property, qualifications, job, 
opinion, etc.). 6 conduct; celebrate. 7 detain. 8 
think, believe. 9 not give way. 10 persist; con- 
tinue; remain valid. 11 reserve. @ noun grasp. 2 
manner or means of holding. 3 (+ on, over) power 
over. choldall large soft travelling bag. hold 
back 1 impede. 2 keep for oneself. 3 (often + from) 
refrain. hold down 1 repress. 2colloqguialbe com- 
petent enough to keep (job). hold forth speak at 
length or tediously. hold on 1 maintain grasp. 2 
wait. 3 not ring off. hold one’s ground not give 
way. hold one’s tongue colloquial remain silent. 
hold out 1 stretch forth (hand etc.). 2 offer 
(inducement etc.). 3 maintain resistance. 4 (+ 
for) continue to demand. hold over postpone. 
hold up 1 sustain. 2 display. 3 obstruct. 4 stop 
and rob by force. hold-up noun 1 stoppage, delay. 
2 robbery by force. hold with (usually in 
negative) colloquial approve of. 

m verb 1 bear, carry, clasp, clench, cling to, clutch, 

cradle, embrace, enfold, grasp, grip, hang on to, 

have, hug, keep, retain, seize, support, take. 3 

continue, keep up, maintain, preserve, retain, 

sustain. 4 contain, enclose, have a capacity of, 
include. 5 (hold a job) have, colloquial hold down, 
keep, occupy, possess; (hold an opinion) believe 
in, have, maintain, subscribe to. 6 celebrate, 
conduct, convene, have, organize. 7 arrest, 
confine, coop up, detain, imprison, keepin custody, 
restrain. 8 see BELIEVE 2. 10 be unaltered, carry 
on, continue, endure, hold out, keep on, last, 
persist, remain unchanged, stay. @ noun 1 clasp, 
clutch, grasp, grip. 2 foothold, grip, purchase, 
toe-hold. 3 (hold on, hold over) ascendancy over, 
authority over, control over, dominance over, 
influence over, leverage on, mastery over, power 

over, sway over. O hold back 1 see RESTRAIN 1,2. 

hold forth see SPEAK 7, TALK verb 1. hold out 2 

see OFFER Verb 1. 3 PERSIST. hold over see DELAY 

verb 1. hold up 3 see DELAY verb 2. hold-up 2 see 

ROBBERY (ROB). 


hold? /hauld/ noun cavity in lower part of ship or 
aircraft for cargo. 
holder noun 1 device for holding something. 2 


holding | home 


possessor of title, shares, etc. 3 occupant of office 


etc. 
holding noun 1 tenure of land. 2 stocks, prop- 
erty, etc. held. o holding company one formed 
to hold shares of other companies. 
hole noun 1 hollow place in solid body. 2 opening 
in or through something. 3 burrow. 4 colloquial 
smallor gloomy place. 5colloquialawkward situ- 
ation. 6 (in games) cavity or receptacle for ball. 
7 Golf section of course from tee to hole. a hole 
up (-ling) US colloquial hide oneself. o holey 
adjective. 
a 1 abyss, cave, cavern, cavity, chamber, chasm, 
crater, dent, depression, excavation, fault, hollow, 
indentation, niche, pit, pocket, pothole, recess, 
shaft, tunnel. 2 aperture, breach, break, chink, 
crack, cut, eyelet, fissure, gap, gash, leak, opening, 
orifice, perforation, puncture, rip, slit, slot, split, 
tear, vent. 3 burrow, tunnel, warren. 


holiday /‘holider/ noun 1 (often in plural) 
extended period of recreation, esp. spent away 
from home; break from work or school. 2 day 
of recreation or festivity. © verb spend holiday. 
o holidaymaker person on holiday. 

u noun 1 break, furlough, half-term, leave, recess, 

respite, rest, sabbatical, time off, vacation. 2 bank 

holiday, celebration, day off, feast, festival. 


holier-than-thou adjective colloquial self- 
righteous. 


holiness /‘haulmis/ noun 1 being holy or sacred. 
2 (His, Your Holiness) title of Pope. 

m 1 devotion, divinity, faith, godliness, piety, 

religiosity, sacredness, saintliness, 

sanctimoniousness, sanctity, venerability. 


holism /‘hevliz(e)m/ noun (also wholism) 1 
theory that certain wholes are greater than sum 
of their parts. 2 Medicine treating of whole 
person rather than symptoms of disease. u hol- 
istic /-'list-/ adjective. 

hollandaise sauce /avlen'derz/ noun creamy 
sauce of butter, egg yolks, vinegar, etc. 


holler /‘hola/ verb & noun US colloquial shout. 


hollow /‘holau/ adjective 4 havi cavity; not 
solid. 2 sunken. 3 echoing. 4 aren petits 6 
meaningless. 7 insincere. @ noun 1 hollow place; 
hole. 2 valley. @ verb (often + out) make hollow; 
excavate. @ adverb colloquial completely, 
m adjective 2 concave, depressed, dimpled, 
indented, recessed, sunken. 4 empty, unfilled, 
vacant, void. 6 empty, futile, Insubstantial, 
meaningless, pointless, valueless, worthless. 7 
cynical, false, insincere. © noun 1 bowl, cavity, 
concavity, crater, dent, depression, dimple, dint, 
dip, dish, excavation, furrow, hole, indentation, pit, 
trough. 2 see VALLEY. @ verb (hollow out) see 
EXCAVATE 1. 


holly /'hol/ noun (plural -i 
prickly-leaved shrub with red pee 


hollyhock /'holthok 
showy fewer oe 


holm /hevm/ noun (in full holm-oak) evergreen 


noun tall plant with 
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holocaust /‘holeko:st/ noun 4 
destruction or slaughter. 2 (the Holocausp oae 
murder of Jews by Nazis 1939-45. masg 


m 1 annihilation, bloodbath, carnage, 
conflagration, destruction, devastation, 
extermination, firestorm, genocide, inferno, 
massacre, pogrom, slaughter. : 


hologram /‘holagrem/ noun photo ` 

pattern having 3-dimensional effect, aari 
holograph /‘holegra:f/ adjective wholly in 
handwriting of person named as author, @ noun 
such document. 


holography /ha'lografi/ noun study or produc- 
tion of holograms. 
holster /‘haulste/ noun leather case for pistol or 
revolver on belt etc. 
holy /‘hauli/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 morally and 
spiritually excellent. 2 belonging or devoted to 
God. 3 consecrated, sacred. a Holy Ghost Holy 
Spirit. Holy Land area between River Jordan and 
Mediterranean. holy of holies 1 inner chamber 
of Jewish temple. 2 thing regarded as most 
sacred. holy orders those of bishop, priest, and 
deacon. Holy Saturday day before Easter. Holy 
See papacy; papal court. Holy Spirit Third 
Person of Trinity. Holy Week that preceding 
Easter. Holy Writ Bible. 
u 1, 2 devoted, devout, faithful, God-fearing, 
godly, immaculate, pietistic, pious, prayerful, pure, 
religious, reverent, reverential, righteous, saintly, 
sanctimonious, sinless, unsullied. 3 blessed, 
consecrated, dedicated, divine, hallowed, 
heavenly, revered, sacred, sacrosanct, sanctified, 
venerable. 


homage /‘homid3/ noun 1 tribute. 2 expression 
of reverence. 


Homburg /'hombs:g/ noun man’s felt hat with 
narrow curled brim and lengthwise dent in 
crown. 


home noun 1 place where one lives; residence. 2 
(esp. good or bad) family circumstances. 3 native 
land. 4 institution caring for people or animals. 
5 place where thing originates, is kept, is most 
common, etc. 6 (in games) finishing line in race. 
7 (in games) goal. 8 (in games) home match or 
win etc. @ adjective 1 of or connected with Hona 
2 carried on or done at home. 3 not foreign. 
played etc. on team’s own ground. @ adverb 1 n 
or at home. 2 to point aimed at. @ verb (-ming) 
(of pigeon) return home. 2 (often + on, in on) ( 
missile etc.) be guided to destination. o at home 
1 in one’s house or native land. 2 at ease. 3 
informed. 4 available to callers. at-home noun 
social reception in person’s home. home-brev’ 
beer etc. brewed at home. Home Counties tho 
lying round London. home economics study e 
household management. homeland 1 Nna ide 
land. 2 any of several areas formerly set ee 
for Black South Africans. Home Office Bri et 
government department concerned with e 
migration, law and order, etc. home 1 
self-government. Home Secretary minis by 
charge of Home Office. homesick depress a 
absence from home. homesickness such dep! 
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sion. homestead house with outbuildings; farm. 
homework lessons to be done by schoolchild at 
home. a homeward adjective & adverb. home- 
wards adverb. 

n moun 1 abode, accommodation, base, domicile, 
dwelling, dwelling place, habitation, house, 
household, lodging, quarters, residence. 3 
birthplace, fatherland, homeland, mother country, 
native land. 


homeless adjective having no home. @ noun 
(after the) homeless people. 

homely adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 plain. 2 unpreten- 
tious. 3 informal, cosy. 4 US unattractive. 
ohomeliness noun. 

u 2, 3 comfortable, congenial, cosy, easygoing, 

familiar, friendly, informal, intimate, modest, 

natural, relaxed, simple, unaffected, unassuming, 

unpretentious, unsophisticated. 


homeopathy etc. US = HOMOEOPATHY etc. 


Homeric /hou'mertk/ adjective 1 of or in style of 
the ancient Greek poet Homer. 2 of Bronze Age 
Greece. 

homey adjective (-mier, -miest) suggesting 
home; cosy. 

homicide /‘homisaid/ noun 1 killing of person 
by another. 2 person who kills another. o homi- 
cidal /-'sard-/ adjective. 


homily /‘homil/ noun (plural -ies) 1 short 
sermon. 2 moralizing lecture. o homiletic /-'let-/ 
adjective. 

homing adjective 1 (of pigeon) trained to fly 
home. 2 (of device) for guiding to target etc. 


hominid /‘hommid/ adjective of mammal family 
a existing and fossil man. @ noun member of 
this. 

hominoid /‘hommoid/ adjective like a human. 
@ noun animal resembling human. 


homoeopathy /heumr'ppati/ noun (US 
homeopathy) treatment of disease by drugs that 
in healthy person would produce symptoms of 
the disease. ohomoeopath /‘haomroupe0/ 
noun. homoeopathic /-'pæð-/ adjective. 


homogeneous /home'dgi:nies/ adjective 1 of 

same kind or nature. 2 having parts ofsame kind; 
uniform. chomogenelty /-d3r'ni:1ti/ noun. 
homogeneously adverb. 


USAGE Homogeneous is often confused with 
homogenous (and pronounced /ha'mndgenes/, 
with the stress on the -mog-), but that is a term 
in biology meaning ‘similar owing to common 
descent’. 

u 1 akin, alike, comparable, compatible, identical, 
Indistinguishable, matching, similar. 2 consistent, 
uniform, unvarying. 


homogenize /ha'modsmaxz/ verb (also -ise) 
(zing or -sing) 1 make homogeneous. 2 treat 
(milk) so that cream does not separate. 


homologous /he'mvlegas/ adjective 1 having 


Same relation, relat 5 
ponding, ive position, etc. 2 corres- 


homeless | honeysuckle 


homology /ha'moled31/ noun homologous rela- 
tion; correspondence. 


homonym [‘homenmm/ noun word spelt or pro- 
nounced like another but of different meaning. 


homophobia /home'faubie/ noun hatred or 
fear of homosexuals. ahomophobe /‘hom-/ 
noun. homophobic adjective. 


homophone [homefeun/ noun word pro- 
nounced like another but having different 
meaning, e.g. beach, beech. 


Homo sapiens [həuməu ‘sepienz/ noun 
modern humans regarded as a species. [Latin] 


homosexual /home'sekfual/ adjective feeling 
or involving sexual attraction to people of same 
Sex. © noun homosexual person. 0 homosexual- 
ity /-'æl-/ noun. 
m adjective colloquial camp, gay, (of women) 
lesbian, offensive slang queer. : 


Hon. abbreviation 1 Honorary. 2 Honourable. 


hone noun whetstone, esp. for razors. © verb 
(-ning) sharpen (as) on hone. 


honest /‘onist/ adjective 1 not lying, cheating, or 
Stealing; fair. 2 sincere. 3 fairly earned. @ adverb 
colloquial genuinely, really. a honestly adverb. 
n adjective 1 conscientious, equitable, fair, good, 
honourable, impartial, incorruptible, just, 
law-abiding, moral, colloquial on the level, 
principled, pure, reliable, respectable, scrupulous, 
straight, trustworthy, archaic or jocular trusty, 
truthful, unbiased, unprejudiced, upright, formal 
veracious, virtuous. 2 blunt, candid, direct, 
forthright, frank, genuine, colloquial on the level, 
open, outspoken, plain, sincere, straight, 
straightforward, unequivocal. 3 above board, 
legal, legitimate, square (deal). 


honesty /‘pnisti/ noun 1 being honest, truth- 
fulness. 2 openness, sincerity. 3 plant with 
purple or white flowers and flat round pods. 
u 1 fairness, goodness, honour, integrity, morality, 
probity, rectitude, reliability, scrupulousness, 
sense of justice, trustworthiness, truthfulness, 
uprightness, veracity, virtue. 2 bluntness, 
candour, directness, frankness, openness, 
outspokenness, plainness, sincerity, 
straightforwardness. 


honey /‘hani/ noun (plural -s) 1 sweet sticky 
yellowish fluid made by bees from nectar. 2 
colour of this. 3 sweetness. 4 darling. 


honeycomb noun 1 beeswax structure of hex- 
agonal cells for honey and eggs. 2 pattern 
arranged hexagonally. @ verb 1 fill with cavities. 
2 mark with honeycomb pattern. 

honeydew noun 1 sweet substance excreted by 
aphids. 2 variety of melon. 


honeyed adjective 1 sweet. 2 sweet-sounding. 


honeymoon noun 1 holiday of newly married 
couple. 2 initial period of enthusiasm or good- 
will. @ verb spend honeymoon. 

honeysuckle noun climbing shrub with fra- 
grant flowers. 


honk | Hoover 


honk noun 1 sound of car horn. 2 cry of wild 
goose. @ verb (cause to) make honk. i 

honky-tonk ['honkrtonk/ noun colloquial 
ragtime piano music. 

honor US = HONOUR. 

honorable US = HONOURABLE. 

honorarium /one'reeriam/ noun (plural -s or 
-ria) voluntary payment for professional ser- 
vices. 

honorary /'onərərı/ adjective 1 conferred as 
honour. 2 unpaid. 


l m 2 unpaid, unsalaried. 


honorific /one'rifik/ adjective 1 conferring 
honour. 2 implying respect. 
honour /‘ona/ (US honor) noun 1 high respect; 
public regard. 2 adherence to what is right. 3 
nobleness of mind. 4 thing conferred as distinc- 
tion (esp. official award for bravery or 
achievement). 5 privilege. 6 (His, Her, Your 
Honour) title of judge etc. 7 person or thing that 
brings honour. 8 chastity. 9 reputation for this. 
10 (in plural) specialized degree course or 
special distinction in exam. 11 (in plural) (in 
card games) 4 or 5 highest-ranking cards. 12 Golf 
right of driving off first. @ verb 1 respect highly. 
2 confer honour on. 3 accept or pay (bill, cheque) 
when due. odo the honours perform duties of 
host etc. 
u noun 1 acclaim, credit, distinction, esteem, 
fame, good name, colloquial kudos, regard, 
renown, reputation, repute, respect, reverence, 
veneration. 2, 3 decency, dignity, honesty, 
Integrity, loyalty, morality, nobility, principle, 
rectitude, righteousness, sincerity, uprightness, 
virtue. 4 award, commendation, decoration, 
distinction. 5 distinction, pleasure, privilege. 
© verb 1 admire, esteem, respect, revere, 
reverence, value, venerate. 2 acclaim, applaud, 
celebrate, commemorate, commend, dignify, give 
credit to, glorify, pay homage to, pay respects to, 
pay tribute to, praise, remember, salute, sing the 
praises of, worship. 


honourable adjective (US honorable) 1 de- 
serving, bringing, or showing honour. 2 
(Honourable) courtesy title of MPs, certain offi- 
cials, and children of certain ranks of the nobility. 
o honourably adverb. 

m 1 admirable, chivalrous, creditable, decent, 

estimable, ethical, fair, good, high-minded, 

honest, irreproachable, just, law-abiding, loyal, 

moral, noble, principled, proper, reputable, 

respectable, respected, righteous, sincere, 

trustworthy, archaic or jocular trusty, upright, 

venerable, virtuous, worthy. 


hooch /hu:tf/ noun US col uial alcoholi 
spirits, esp. inferior or illicit. a or 
hood! /hud/ noun 1 covering for head and neck, 
esp. as part of garment. 2 Separate hoodlike 
garment: 3 folding top of car etc. 4 US bonnet 
etc. 5 protective cover. © verb i 
hood. o hooded adjective. Pee 


hood? /hud/ noun US slang gangster, gunman. 
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-hood /hud/ suffix forming nouns indicating. 
condition or state. 2 collection or group, © 1 


hoodlum /‘hu:dlam/ noun 1 hooligan. 2 
ster. gang: 
hoodoo /'hu:du:/ noun US 1 bad luck. 2 t 
person that brings this. hingor 
hoodwink verb deceive, delude. 
u bluff, cheat, slang con, literary cozen, deceive 
defraud, delude, dupe, fool, gull, colloquial have’ 
on, hoax, lead on, mislead, swindle, colloquial 
take for a ride, take in, trick. 


hoof /hu:f/ noun (plural -s or hooves Mhu: 
horny part of foot of horse etc. u hoof it slang go 
on foot. 


hook /huk/ noun 1 bent piece of metal etc. for 
catching hold or for hanging things on. 2 curved 
cutting instrument. 3 hook-shaped thing. 4 
hooking stroke. 5 Boxing short swinging blow. 
© verb 1 grasp, secure, or fasten, with hook. 2 
catch with hook. 3 (in sports) send (ball) in 
curving or deviating path. 4 Rugby secure (ball) 
in scrum with foot. o hook and eye small hook 
and loop as fastener. hook, line, and sinker com- 
pletely. hook-up connection, esp. of broad- 
casting equipment. hookworm worm infesting 
intestines of humans and animals. off the hook 
1 colloquial no longer in difficulty or trouble. 2 
(of telephone receiver) not on its rest. 


a noun 1 barb, fastener, hanger, holder, peg. 
@ verb 1 see FASTEN 1. 2 capture, catch, take. 


hookah /'hukə/ noun tobacco pipe with long 
tube passing through water to cool smoke. 

hooked adjective 1 hook-shaped. 2 (often + on) 
slang addicted or captivated. 

hooker noun 1 Rugby player in front row of 
scrum who tries to hook ball. 2 slang prostitute. 

hooligan /‘hu:ligen/ noun young ruffian. 
o hooliganism noun. 

m bully, delinquent, hoodlum, lout, mugger, rough, 

ruffian, colloquial tearaway, thug, tough, 

troublemaker, vandal, slang yob. 


hoop /hu:p/ noun 4 circular band of metal, wood, 
etc., esp. as part of framework. 2 wooden etc. 
circle bowled by child or used by circus per- 
former etc. 3 arch through which balls are hit 
in croquet. © verb bind with hoop(s). a hoopla 
game with rings thrown to encircle prizes. 


| m noun 1, 2 band, circle, girdle, loop, ring. 


hoopoe /hu:pu:/ noun bird with variegated 
plumage and fanlike crest. 

hooray = HURRAH. 

hoot /hu:t/ noun 1 owl’s cry. 2 sound of ars 
horn etc. 3 shout of derision etc. 4 ole 3 
(cause of) laughter. 5 (also two hoots) slang 2 
thing; in the slightest. @ verb 1 utter hoot(s ; 
greet or drive away with hoots. 3 sound (horn). 

hooter noun 1 thing that hoots, esp. car's hort 
or siren. 2 slang nose. 

Hoover /'hu:və/ noun proprietary term van 
cleaner. @ verb (hoover) clean or (+ up) SUC 
with vacuum cleaner. 
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- hooves plural of HOOF. 

` pop! verb (-pp-) 1 (of bird, frog, etc.) spring with 

. all feet at once. 2 (of person) jump on one foot. 
3 move or go quickly; leap. © noun 1 hopping 
movement. 2 colloquial dance. 3 short journey, 
esp. flight. a hopin, out colloquial get into or out 
of car etc. hopscotch child’s game of hopping 
over squares marked on ground. 


[= verb 1 bound, jump, leap, spring, vault. 


hop? noun 1 climbing plant with bitter cones 
used to flavour beer etc. 2 (in plural) these cones. 


hope noun 1 expectation and desire. 2 person or 
thing giving cause for hope; ground of hope. 3 
what is hoped for. o verb (-ping) 1 feel hope. 2 
expect and desire. 
a noun 1, 3 ambition, aspiration, craving, 
daydream, desire, dream, expectation, longing, 
wish, yearning. 2 assumption, conviction, faith, 
likelihood, optimism, promise, prospect. © verb 
disputed anticipate, trust, wish; (hope for) aspire 
to, count on, desire, expect, look forward to, want. 


hopeful adjective 1 feeling hope. 2 inspiring 
hope; promising. 

a 1 assured, confident, expectant, optimistic, 

positive, sanguine. 2 auspicious, cheering, 

encouraging, favourable, heartening, promising, 

propitious, reassuring. 


hopefully adverb 1 in a hopeful way. 2 disputed 
it is to be hoped. 


USAGE The use of hopefully to mean ‘it is to be 
hoped’ is common, but it is considered incorrect 
by some people. 


7 1 confidently, expectantly, optimistically, with 
| ope. 


hopeless adjective 1 feeling no hope. 2 admit- 
ting no hope. 3 inadequate, incompetent. 
U hopelessly adverb. hopelessness noun. 

a 1 defeatist, demoralized, despairing, desperate, 

disconsolate, fatalistic, negative, pessimistic, 

resigned, wretched. 2 daunting, depressing, 

impossible, incurable, irremediable, irreparable, 

irreversible. 3 feeble, inadequate, incompetent, 


inefficient, poor, colloquial useless, weak, 
worthless. 


hopper noun 4 funnel-like device for feeding 
grain into mill etc. 2 hopping insect. 


ronde noun usually derogatory large group, 


| m band, crowd, drove, gang, mob, swarm, throng, 
tribe. 


horehound /‘ho:haun i 

B : noun herb with aro- 

matic bitter juice. 2 

horizon [hə'raız(ə)n/ noun 1 line at which earth 
and sky appear to meet. 2 limit of mental percep- 
tion, interest, etc. 

horizontal /horr'zont(s)l/ adjective parallel to 
Plane of horizon; level, flat. @ noun horizontal 

ne, plane, etc. o horizontally adverb. 


| praiective even, fiat, eve ing down, prone, 
prostrate, supine. ure ee 


hooves | horror 


hormone [ho:meaun/ noun 1 substance pro- 
duced by body and transported in tissue fluids to 
stimulate cells or tissues to growth etc. 2 similar 
synthetic substance. n hormone replacement 
therapy treatment with hormones to relieve 
Menopausal symptoms. o hormonal /-'maun-/ 
adjective. 


horn noun 1 hard outgrowth, often curved and 
pointed, on head of animal. 2 hornlike projec- 
tion. 3 substance ofhorns. 4 musical wind instru- 
ment originally made of horn, now usually of 
brass. 5 instrument giving warning. ohorn- 
beam tough-wooded hedgerow tree. hornbill 
bird with hornlike excrescence on bill. horn of 
plenty cornucopia. horn-rimmed (of spectacles) 
having rims of horn or similar substance. 
o horned adjective. 


hornblende /‘ho:nblend/ noun dark brown etc. 
mineral constituent of granite etc. 


hornet /‘ha:nit/ noun large species of wasp. 


hornpipe noun (music for) lively dance associ- 
ated esp. with sailors. 


horny adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of or like horn. 2 
hard. 3 slang sexually excited. ohorniness 
noun, 


horology /hə'rolədzr/ noun clock-making. 
a horological /hvra'lod3-/ adjective. 

horoscope /‘horaskeup/ noun prediction of 
person’s future based on position of planets at 
his or her birth. 


horrendous /hə'rendəs/ adjective horrifying. 
u horrendously adverb. 


horrible /‘horib(e)I/ adjective 1 causing horror. 
2 colloquial unpleasant. o horribly adverb. 
E 1 see HORRIFIC. 2 colloquial abominable, 
colloquial awful, colloquial beastly, despicable, 
detestable, disagreeable, dreadful, ghastly, 
hateful, hellish, colloquial horrid, loathsome, 
colloquial lousy, nasty, objectionable, obnoxious, 
odious, offensive, revolting, colloquial terrible, 
unkind, unpleasant. 


horrid /‘horid/ adjective 1 horrible. 2 colloquial 
unpleasant. 


horrific /ha'riftk/ adjective horrifying. o hor- 
rifically adverb. 
m appalling, atrocious, blood-curdling, 
disgusting, dreadful, frightening, frightful, grisly, 
gruesome, hair-raising, harrowing, hideous, 
horrendous, horrible, horrifying, nauseating, 
shocking, sickening, spine-chilling, 
unacceptable, unnerving, colloquial unthinkable. 


horrify /'horifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) arouse horror 
in; shock. a horrifying adjective. 

m alarm, appal, disgust, frighten, harrow, 

nauseate, outrage, scare, shock, sicken, stun, 

terrify, unnerve. O horrifying see HORRIFIC. 


horror /‘hore/ noun 1 intense fear. 2 (often + 
of) deep dislike or loathing. 3 colloquial intense 
dismay. 4 horrifying thing. 5 quality of being 
horrifying. @ adjective (of films etc.) designed to 
arouse feelings of horror. o horror-struck (also 
horror-stricken) horrified. 


hors d'oeuvre | hot 


a noun alarm, apprehension, dread, fear, panic, 
terror. 2 abhorrence, anti pathy, aversion,’ 
detestation, disgust, dislike, distaste, dread, 
hatred, loathing, repugnance, revulsion. 3 see 
DISMAY. 5 colloquial awtulness, frightfulness, 
ghastliness, gruesomeness, hideousness. 


hors d’oeuvre /2: 'ds:vr/ noun appetizer served 
at start of meal. 

horse noun 1 large 4-legged hoofed mammal 
with mane, used for riding etc. 2 adult male 
horse. 3 vaulting-block. 4 supporting frame. 
© verb (-sing) (+ around) fool about. n horsebox 
closed vehicle for transporting horse(s). horse 
brass brass ornament originally for horse’s 
harness. horse chestnut 1 tree with conical clus- 
ters of flowers. 2 its dark brown fruit. 
horse-drawn pulled by horse(s). horsefly biting 
insect troublesome to horses. Horse Guards 
cavalry brigade of British household troops. 
horsehair (paddingetc. of) hair from mane or tail 
of horse. horseman (skilled) rider on horseback. 
horsemanship skill in riding. horseplay boister- 
ous play. horsepower (plural same) unit of rate 
of doing work. horse race race between horses 
with riders. horse racing sport of racing horses. 
horseradish plant with pungent root used to 
make sauce. horse sense colloquial plain 
common sense. horseshoe 1 U-shaped iron shoe 
for horse. 2 thing of this shape. horsetail (plant 
resembling) horse’s tail. horsewhip @ noun whip 
for horse. © verb beat (person) with this. horse- 
woman (skilled) woman rider on horseback. 


a chorseman, horsewoman cavalryman, 
equestrian, jockey, rider. 


horsy adjective (-ier, -iest) 4 of or like horse. 2 
concerned with horses. ? 


horticulture /ho:tkaltSa/ noun art of gar- 
dening. o horticultural /-‘kalt-/ adjective. horti- 
culturist /-'kalt-/ noun. 


hosanna /həv'zænə/ noun & interjection cry of 
adoration. 


hose /həvz/ noun 1 (also hose-pipe) flexible tube 
for conveying liquids. 2 (treated as plural) stock- 
ingsand socks collectively. 3 historical breeches. 
© verb (-sing) (often + down) water, spray, or 
drench with hose. 


hosier /‘havzie/ noun dealer in stockings and 
socks. o hosiery noun. 


hospice hospis/ noun 1 home for (esp. 
terminally) ill or destitute people. 2 travellers’ 
lodging kept by religious order etc. 

hospitable /hos'pitab(e)I/ adjective gi - 
pitality. o hospitably Aela amei 


| m cordial, courteous, friendly, generous, graciou 
receptive, sociable, welcoming. A 3 


hospital /'hvsprt(ə)l/ noun 1 institution i 
a | provid- 
ing medical and surgical treatment and nursing 
for ill and injured people. 2 historical hospice. 
a1 anic convalescent home, dispensary, health 
centre, hospice, infirmary, medical 
home, sanatorium, seiko ee 


hospitality /hosprtælttı/ noun friendly and 
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generous reception of guests or s 

u (thank for hospitality) cordiality, courtesy 
friendliness, generosity, sociability, warmint 
welcome; (offer hospitality) accommodation 
catering, entertainment. 9 


hospitalize /'hvspıtəlarz/ verb (also 
or -sing) send or admit to hospital. 
ization noun. 


host' /həvst/ noun (usually + of) lar 
of people or things. ) large number 


Barmy, crowd, mob, multitude, swarm, throng 
troop. f ; 


host? /həust/ noun 1 person who entertains 
another as guest. 2 compére. 3 animal or plant 
having parasite. 4 recipient of transplanted 
organ. 5 landlord of inn. @verb be host to 
(person) or of (event). 


| T noun 2 see COMPERE. 


host? /haust/ noun (usually the Host) bread con- 
secrated in Eucharist. 


hostage /‘hostid3/ noun person seized or held 
as security for fulfilment of a condition. 


| n captive, pawn, prisoner, surety. 


hostel /‘hnst(2)l/ noun 1 house of residence for 
students etc. 2 youth hostel. 


hostelling noun (US hosteling) practice of 
staying in youth hostels. o hosteller noun. 


hostelry noun (plural -ies) archaic inn. 


hostess /‘heustis/ noun woman who entertains 
guests, or customers at nightclub. 


hostile /‘hustatl/ adjective 1 of enemy. 2 (often + 
to) unfriendly, opposed. 
m 1 attacking, belligerent, combative, militant, 
opposing, rival, warring. 2 adverse, aggressive, 
angry, antagonistic, antipathetic, averse, 
bellicose, confrontational, contrary, ill-disposed, 
inhospitable, inimical, malevolent, opposed, 
opposing, oppressive, pugnacious, resentful, 
unfavourable, unfriendly, unhelpful, unpropitious, 
unsympathetic, unwelcoming, warlike. 


-ise) (zi 
a hospital 


hostility /hv'stilttı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 pong 
hostile; enmity. 2 warfare. 3 (in plural) acts 
war. 
u 1 aggression, animosity, animus, antagonism, 
bad feeling, belligerence, confrontation, d 
dissension, enmity, estrangement, friction, hatre® 
incompatibility, malevolence, malice, opposition 
pugnacity, rancour, resentment, strife, 
unfriendliness. 3 (hostilities) see WAR noun 1. 


hot adjective (-tt-) 1 having high temperate 

very warm. 2 causing sensation of or f 40h 
heat. 3 pungent. 4 excited, ardent. 5 (often cyje. 
Jor) eager. 6 (ofnews) fresh. 7 skilful, form! olen 
8 (+ on) knowledgeable about. 9 slang (of AS 4 
goods) difficult to dispose of. everb ( hot. 
(usually + up) colloquial make or become” 
2 become more active, exciting, or t-air 
n hot air slang empty or boastful talk. hety 
balloon balloon containing air heated 
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burners, causing it to rise. hotbed 1 (+ of) envir- 
onment conducive to (vice etc.). 2 bed of earth 
heated by fermenting manure. hot cross bun 
bun marked with cross, eaten on Good Friday. 
hot dog colloquial hot sausage in bread roll. 
hotfoot in eager haste. hothead impetuous 
person. hot-headed impetuous. hot-headed- 
ness noun. hothouse 1 heated (mainly glass) 
building for growing plants. 2 environment con- 
ducive to rapid growth. hotline direct telephone 
line. hotplate heated metal plate for cooking food 
or keeping it hot. hotpot dish of stewed meat and 
vegetables. hot rod vehicle modified for extra 
power and speed. hot seat slang 1 awkward or 
responsible position. 2 electric chair. hot- 
tempered becoming angry easily. hot under the 
collar angry, embarrassed, or resentful. hot 
water colloquial difficulty, trouble. hot-water 
bottle container filled with hot water to warm 
bed etc. o hotly adverb. hotness noun. 
a adjective 1 colloquial baking, blistering, 
colloquial boiling, burning, fiery, flaming, 
oppressive, piping hot, red-hot, roasting, scalding, 
colloquial scorching, searing, sizzling, steamy, 
stifling, sultry, summery, sweltering, thermal, 
torrid, tropical, warm, white-hot. 3 acrid, biting, 
gingery, peppery, piquant, pungent, spicy, strong. 
4 ardent, eager, emotional, excited, fervent, fervid, 
feverish, fierce, heated, hot-headed, impatient, 
impetuous, inflamed, intense, passionate, violent. 
a hot-tempered see BAD-TEMPERED (BAD). hot 
under the collar see ANGRY 1. 


hotchpotch /'hotfpotf/ noun (also hodge- 
podge /‘hod3pnd3/) confused mixture, jumble, 
esp. of ideas. 


hotel /hau'tel/ noun (usually licensed) place pro- 
viding meals and accommodation for payment. 


m guest house, hostel, archaic hostelry, inn, 
lodge, motel, pension. 


hotelier /hau'telra/ noun hotel-keeper. 
houmous = Hummus. 


hound /haund/ noun 1 dog used in hunting. 2 
colloquial despicable man. @verb harass or 
pursue. 

noun 1 see DOG noun 1. © verb annoy, badger, 
chase, harass, harry, hunt, nag, persecute, pester, 
pursue. 


hour /ava/ noun 1 twenty-fourth part of day and 
night; 60 minutes. 2 time of day; point in time. 3 
(in plural with preceding numerals in form 18.00, 
20.30, etc.) this number of hours and minutes past 
midnight on the 24-hour clock. 4 period set aside 
for some purpose. 5 (in plural) working or open 
period. 6 short time. 7 time for action etc. 8 (the 
hour) each time o'clock of a whole number of 
hours. o hourglass two connected glass bulbs 
Containing sand that takes an hour to pass from 
Upper to lower bulb. o hourly adjective & adverb. 


houri /‘huari/ noun (plural -s) beautiful young 
Woman in Muslim paradise. 


house noun /haus/ (plural /‘havzz/) 4 building 
for human habitation. 2 building for special 


hotchpotch | hover 


purpose or for keeping animals or goods. 3 
(buildings of) religious. community. 4 section of 
boarding school étc. 5‘ division of school for 
games etc. 6 royal family; dynasty. 7 (premises 
of) firm or institution. 8 (building for) legislative 
etc. assembly. 9 audience or performance in 
theatre etc. @ verb /hauz/ (-sing) 1 provide house 
for. 2 store. 3 enclose or encase (part etc.). 4 fix 
in socket etc. o house arrest detention in one’s 
own house, houseboat boat equipped for living 
in. housebound confined to one’s house through 
illness etc. housebreaker burglar. housebreak- 
ing burglary. housefly common fly. house- 
husband man who does wife's traditional duties. 
housekeeper woman managing affairs of 
house. housekeeping 1 management of house. 
2 money for this. 3 record-keeping etc. house- 
man resident junior doctor of hospital. house 
martin bird which builds nests on house walls 
etc. housemaster, housemistress teacher in 
charge of house in boarding school. house music 
pop music with synthesized drums and bass and 
fast beat. House of Commons elected chamber 
of Parliament. House of Lords chamber of Par- 
liament that is mainly hereditary. house plant 
one grown indoors. house-proud attentive to 
care etc. of home. house-trained (of domestic 
animal) trained to be clean in house. 
house-warming party celebrating move to new 
house. housewife woman whose chief occupa- 
tion is managing household. housewifely adjec- 
tive. housework regular cleaning and cooking 
etc. in home. Lower House larger and usually 
elected body in legislature, esp. the House of 
Commons. Upper House higher house in legis- 
lature, esp. House of Lords. 

u noun 1 abode, domicile, dwelling, dwelling 
place, habitation, home, homestead, household, 
place, residence, © verb 1 accommodate, billet, 
board, domicile, harbour, keep, lodge, place, put 
up, quarter, shelter, take in. 


housecoat /‘hauskeut/ moun woman's long 
loose garment for informal wear. 


household zoun 1 occupants of house. 2 house 
and its affairs. o household name well-known 
name. household troops those nominally guard- 
ing sovereign. household word well-known 
saying or name. 


m 1 family, ménage. 2 establishment, home, 
| set-up. er 


householder noun 1 person who owns or rents 
house. 2 head of household. 


housing /‘hauzm/ noun 1 (provision of) houses. 
2 protective casing. o housing estate residen- 
tial area planned as a unit. 


hove past of HEAVE. 
hovel /'hov(ə)l/ noun small miserable dwelling. 


a colloquial dump, colloquial hole, hut, shack, 
| shanty. 


hover /‘hovo/ verb 1 (of bird etc.) remain in one 
place in air. 2 (often + about, round) linger. 3 be 
undecided. 


hovercraft | human 


u 1 be suspended, drift, float, flutter, fly, hang, 
poise. 2 dally, hang about, hang around, linger, 
loiter, wait about. 3 be indecisive, dither, hesitate, 
pause, vacillate, waver. 


hovercraft noun (plural same) vehicle moving 
on air-cushion provided by downward blast. 

hoverport noun terminal for hovercraft. 

how /hav/ interrogative & relative adverb 1 by 
what means; in what way. 2 in what condition. 3 
to what extent. o however 1 nevertheless. 2 in 
whatever way. 3 to whatever extent. 

howdah /‘hauda/ noun (usually canopied) seat 
for riding elephant or camel. 

howitzer /‘hauitsa/ noun short gun firing shells 
at high elevation. 

howl /haul/ noun 1 long doleful cry of dog etc. 2 
prolonged wailing noise. 3 loud cry of pain, rage, 
derision, or laughter. © verb 1 make howl. 2 weep 
loudly. 3 utter with howl. 


u verb bay, bellow, cry, roar, shout, ululate, wail, 
| yowl. 


howler noun colloquial glaring mistake. 

hoy interjection: used to call attention. 

hoyden /‘hoid(9)n/ noun boisterous girl. 

HP abbreviation 1 hire purchase. 2 (also hp) 
horsepower. 

HQ abbreviation headquarters. 

hr. abbreviation hour. 

HRH abbreviation Her or His Royal Highness. 


HRT abbreviation hormone replacement 
therapy. 


HT abbreviation high tension. 


hub noun 1 central part of wheel, rotating on or 
with axle. 2 centre of interest, activity, etc. 


u 2axis, centre, core, focal point, focus, heart, 
middle, nucleus, pivot. 


hubble-bubble /'hab(ə)lbab(ə)l/ noun 1 simple 
hookah. 2 confused sound or talk. 


hubbub /'habab/ noun 1 confused noise of 
talking. 2 disturbance. 


hubby /'habı/ noun (plural -i i 

tibet (p les) colloquial 

hubris /*hju:bris/ noun arrogant pride, presump- 
n. 


huckleberry /'hakalbərı/ noun (plural -i 
low N. American shrub. 2 its ae se 
huckster /‘haksta/noun1 hawker. 2 essi’ 
salesman. © verb 1 haggle. 2 hawk (goods), Si 
huddle /‘had(e)l/ verb Gling) 1 (often + up, 
together) crowd together. 2 (often + up, together) 
nestle closely. 3 (often + up) curl one’s body up. 
© noun 1 confused mass. 2 colloquial secret con- 
ference. 
m verb 1 cluster, converge, crowd, flock, gather, 
group, heap, herd, jam, pile, press, squeeze, 
swarm, throng. 2 curl up, nestle, snuggle. © noun 
1 see GROUP oun 1. 


hue noun colour, tint. 
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m cast, colour, complexion, dye, nuance 
tincture, tinge, tint, tone. 


hue and cry noun loud outcry. 
E see OUTCRY. 


huff noun fit of petulance. @ verb 1 blow al 
steam, etc. 2 (esp. huff and puff) bluster 5 
remove (opponent’s man) as forfeit in draughts 


o huffy adjective (-ier, -iest). 
hug verb (-gg-) 1 squeeze tightly in one’s 
esp. with affection. 2 keep close to. 3 fit tightly 
around. @ noun close clasp. 
m verb 1 clasp, cling to, cuddle, embrace, enfold 
fold in one’s arms, hold close, nurse, squeeze, 


huge /hju:d3/ adjective very large or great. 

m astronomical, big, colossal, elephantine, 
enormous, gargantuan, giant, gigantic, colloquial 
hulking, immeasurable, immense, imposing, 
impressive, colloquial jumbo, majestic, mammoth, 
massive, mighty, monster, monstrous, 
monumental, mountainous, prodigious, 
stupendous, titanic, towering, colloquial 
tremendous, unlimited, vast, weighty, colloquial 
whopping. 


hugely adverb extremely, very much. 

hugger-mugger /"hagemage/ adjective & 
adverb 1 in secret. 2 in confusion. 

Huguenot /‘hju:ganeu/ noun historical French 
Protestant. 

hula /‘hu:le/ noun (also hula-hula) Polynesian 
women’s dance. o hula hoop large hoop spun 
round the body. 

hulk noun 1 body of dismantled ship. 2 colloquial 
large clumsy-looking person or thing. 


m 1 body, carcass, frame, hull, shell, wreck: 2 lout, 
lump, oaf. 


hulking adjective colloquial bulky, clumsy. 
m awkward, big, bulky, clumsy, cumbersome, 
heavy, hefty, large, massive, ungainly, unwieldy. 


hull! noun body of ship etc. 


| n body, framework, structure. 


hull? noun outer covering of fruit. © verb remove 
-hulls of. 


hullabaloo /haleba'lu:/ noun uproar. 
hullo = HELLO. 


hum verb (-mm-) 1 make low continuous sound 
like bee or spinning top. 2 sing with closed lips. 
3 make slight inarticulate sound. 4 colloquial be 
active. 5 colloquial smell unpleasantly. © nour 
humming sound. o hum and haw hesitate, T 
in speaking. hummingbird small tropical b 
whose wings hum. 

m verb 1 buzz, drone, murmur, purr, sing, vibrate: 

whirr. o hum and haw see HESITATE 1;3. 


human /‘hju:man/ adjective 1 of or belonging to 
species Homo sapiens. 2 consisting of hum! d 
beings. 3 having characteristics of humankini 
as being weak, fallible, mortal, etc.; not dunes 
having better characteristics of humankin®, 
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being kind, sympathetic, etc. © noun (plural -s) 
human being. o human being man, woman, or 
child. human chain line of people for passing 
things along etc. humankind human beings col- 
lectively. human rights those held to belong to 
all people. human shield person(s) placed in line 
of fire to discourage attack. 

a adjective 1 anthropoid, hominid, hominoid. 3 
fallible, mortal, vulnerable, weak. 4 
compassionate, feeling, humane, kind, rational, 
reasonable, sensible, sensitive, sympathetic, 
tender, thoughtful. o human being child, human, 
individual, man, mortal, person, woman; (human 
beings) folk, humanity, humankind, mankind, 
people. 


humane /hju:'mem/ adjective 1 benevolent, 

compassionate. 2 inflicting minimum pain. 3 (of 

studies) tending to civilize. o humanely adverb. 

humaneness noun. 
a 1 altruistic, benevolent, charitable, civilized, 
compassionate, feeling, forgiving, good, human, 
humanitarian, kind, kind-hearted, loving, 
magnanimous, merciful, philanthropic, pitying, 
sympathetic, tender, understanding, unselfish, 
warm-hearted. 


humanism /‘hju:maniz(s)m/ noun 1 non- 
religious philosophy based on liberal human 
values. 2 (often Humanism) literary culture, 
esp. in Renaissance. o humanist noun. human- 
istic /-'ntst-/ adjective. 

humanitarian /hju:mænrteərron/ noun 
person who seeks to promote human welfare. 
@adjective of humanitarians. o humanitar- 
ianism noun. 

humanity /hju'mænıtı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
human race. 2 human nature. 3 humaneness, 
benevolence. 4 (usually in plural) subjects con- 
cerned with human culture. 

humanize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) make 
human or humane. a humanization noun. 

humanly adverb 1 within human capabilities. 
2 ina human way. 

humble /'hamb(ə)l/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 having 
or showing low estimate of one’s importance. 2 
lowly, modest. © verb (-ling) 1 make humble. 2 
lower rank of. oeat humble pie apologize 
humbly; accept humiliation. ohumbleness 
noun. humbly adverb. 

m adjective 1 deferential, docile, meek, modest, 

obsequious, polite, reserved, respectful, 

Self-effacing, servile, submissive, subservient, 

Sycophantic, unassertive, unassuming, 

unostentatious, unpresuming, unpretentious. 2 

base, commonplace, ignoble, inferior, 

insignificant, low, lowly, mean, modest, obscure, 

ordinary, plebeian, poor, simple, undistinguished, 

unimportant, unprepossessing, unremarkable. 

© verb 1 see HUMILIATE. 


humbug /'hambag/ noun 1 deception, hyp- 
ocrisy. 2 impostor. 3 striped peppermint- 
flavoured boiled sweet. @ verb (-gg-) 1 be impos- 
tor. 2 hoax. 


humdinger /‘hamdme/ noun slang remarkable 
Person or thing. es pa 


humane | humour 


Ramdrum ['hamdram/ adjective dull, common- 
place. 


humerus /'hju:mərəs/ noun (plural -ri |-ra1/) 
bone ofupper arm. 


humid /'hju:mıd/ adjective warm and damp. 


u clammy, damp, moist, muggy, steamy, sticky, 
sultry, sweaty. 


humidifier /hju:'midifare/ noun device for 
keeping atmosphere moist. 

humidify /hju:'mıdıfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) make 
(air etc.) humid. 

humidity /hju:'midrt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
dampness. 2 degree of moisture, esp. in atmos- 
phere. 

humiliate /hju:'muert/ verb (-ting) injure 
dignity or self-respect of. o humiliating adjective. 
humiliation noun. 

m abase, abash, break, break (person's) spirit, 

bring down, chagrin, chasten, crush, deflate, 

degrade, demean, discredit, disgrace, embarrass, 

humble, make ashamed, make eat humble pie, 

make feel small, mortify, colloquial put down, 

shame, show up. o humiliating see SHAMEFUL. 

humiliation abasement, chagrin, degradation, 

discredit, disgrace, dishonour, embarrassment, 

ignominy, indignity, loss of face, mortification, 

obloquy, shame. 


humility /hju:murt/ noun humbleness; meek- 
ness. 

m deference, humbleness, lowliness, meekness, ` 

modesty, self-abasement, self-effacement, 

servility, shyness, unpretentiousness. 


hummock /'hamək/ noun hillock, hump. 

hummus /‘humus/ noun (also houmous) dip of 
chickpeas, sesame paste, lemon juice, and garlic. 

humor US = Humour. 

humorist /‘hju:marist/ noun humorous writer, 
talker, or actor. 

humorous /‘hju:mores/ adjective showing 
humour, comic. o humorously adverb. 

a absurd, amusing, comic, comical, diverting, 

droll, entertaining, facetious, farcical, funny, 

hilarious, colloquial hysterical, ironic, jocose, 

jocular, colloquial killing, laughable, merry, 

colloquial priceless, risible, sarcastic, sardonic, 

satirical, side-splitting, slapstick, uproarious, 

waggish, whimsical, witty, zany. 


humour /‘hju:ma/ (US humor) noun 1 quality of 
being amusing. 2 expression of humour in lit- 
erature etc. 3 (in full sense of humour) ability 
to perceive or express humour. 4 state of 
mind; mood. 5 each of 4 fluids formerly held to 
determine physical and mental qualities. 
everb gratify or indulge (person, taste, etc.). 
o humourless adjective. 
m noun 1 absurdity, comedy, droliness, 
facetiousness, incongruity, jocularity, 
waggishness, wittiness. 2 badinage, banter, 
comedy, irony, jesting, jokes, joking, merriment, 
quips, raillery, repartee, satire, wit, witticism. 3 fun, 
sense of fun. 4 disposition, frame of mind, mood, 
spirits, state of mind, temper. 


hump | hurry 


un 4 rounded lump, esp. on back. 2 
hump ralsed mass of earth etc. 3 (the hump) 
slang fit of depression or annoyance. © verb 1 
(often + about) colloquial lift or carry with diffi- 
culty. 2 make hump-shaped. O over the hump 
past the most difficult stage. 
m noun 1 bulge, bump, curve, growth, hunch, 
knob, lump, node, projection, protrusion, 
protuberance, swelling, tumescence. 2 barrow, 
hillock, hummock, mound, rise, tumulus. © verb 1 
drag, heave, hoist, lift, lug, raise, shoulder. 2 arch, 
bend, crook, curl, curve, hunch, raise. 


humpback /‘ham(p)bzk/ noun back deformed 

by hump; person having this. ohumpback 
bridge small bridge with steep ascent and 
descent. o humpbacked adjective. 


humph /hamf/ interjection & noun inarticulate 
sound of dissatisfaction etc. 


humus /‘hju:mes/ noun organic constituent of 
soil formed by decomposition of plants. 


hunch verb bend or arch into a hump. @ noun 1 
hump. 2 intuitive feeling. 

a verb arch, bend, crook, curl, curve, huddle, 

hump, raise, shrug. © noun 1 see HUMP noun 1.2 

feeling, guess, idea, impression, inkling, intuition, 

premonition, presentiment, suspicion. 


hunchback /'han(t)fbæk/ noun = HUMPBACK. 
o hunchbacked adjective. 


hundred /‘handrad/ adjective & noun (plural 
same in first sense) 1 ten times ten. 2 historical 
subdivision of county. 3 (hundreds) colloquial 
large number. o hundreds and thousands tiny 
coloured sweets. hundredweight (plural same 
or -s) 112 Ib (50.80 kg); US 100 Ib (45.4 kg). o hun- 
dredth adjective & noun. 


hundredfold adjective & adverb a hundred 
times as much or many. 


hung past & past participle of HANG. a hung-over 
suffering from hangover. hung parliament par- 
liament in which no party has clear majority. 


Hungarian /hay'geerien/ noun native, 
national, or language of Hungary. © adjective of 
Hungary or its people or language. 


hunger /‘hanga/ noun 4 lack of food. 2 discom- 
fort or exhaustion caused by this. 3 (often +for, 
after) strong desire. @ verb 1 (often + for, after) 
crave, desire. 2 feel hunger. o hunger strike 
refusal of food as protest. 

m noun 1, 2 appetite, deprivation, emptiness, 

archaic famine, hungriness, malnutrition, 

ravenousness, starvation, voracity. 3 see DESIRE 

noun 1. © verb 4 (hunger for) see DESIRE verb 1. 


ae eel Aa e Cier, -iest) 4 feeling, 
, or indu unger. 2 craving. o hun- 
grily adverb. hungriness noun. em 
u 1 emaciated, colloquial empty, colloquial 
famished, greedy, hollow, colloquial peckish, 
ravenous, colloquial starved, colloquial. starving, 
underfed, undernourished, voracious. 2 aching, 
avid, covetous, craving, eager, longing, thirsty, 
yearning. 
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hunknoun 1 large piece cut off. 2 colloquial sexy. 


ally attractive man. 


hunt verb 1 pursue wild animals for foo; 
2 (of animal) pursue prey. 3 (+ after, an eSport. 
4 (as hunted adjective) (of look) frightened. 
enoun 1 hunting. 2 hunting district or society, 
u huntsman, huntswoman 1 hunter. 2 person in 
charge of hounds. o hunting noun. 
m verb 1, 2 chase, course, dog, ferret, hound 
poach, pursue, stalk, track, trail. 3 (hunt for, after) 
ferret out, look for, search for, seek. © noun 4 
chase, hunting, pursuit, quest, search. o hunting 
blood sports, coursing, poaching, Stalking, 
trapping. 


hunter noun (feminine huntress) 1 person who 
hunts. 2 horse ridden for hunting. 


m 1 huntsman, huntswoman, predator, stalker, 
trapper. 


hurdle /‘h3:d(e)l/ noun 1 frame to be jumped over 
by athlete in race. 2 (in plural) hurdle race. 3 
obstacle. 4 portable rectangular frame used as 
temporary fence. @verb (-ling) run in hurdle 
race. O hurdler noun. 

u noun 1 barricade, jump. 3 bar, barrier, 

complication, difficulty, handicap, hindrance, 

impediment, obstacle, obstruction, problem, 

restraint, snag, stumbling block. 4 barricade, 

barrier, fence. 


hurdy-gurdy /hs:d1'g3:d1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
droning musical instrument played by turning 
handle. 2 colloquial barrel organ. 

hurl verb throw violently. © noun violent throw. 

m verb cast, catapult, colloquial chuck, dash, fire, 
fling, colloquial heave, launch, let fly, pelt, pitch, 
project, propel, send, shy, colloquial sling, throw, 
toss. 


hurley /‘hs:l1/ noun (plural -s) (also hurling) 
(stick used in) Irish game resembling hockey. 


hurly-burly /hs:Ir'bs:l1/ noun boisterous activ- 
ity; commotion. 

hurrah /hu'ra:/ (also hooray, hurray /hv'rel/) 
interjection: expressing joy or approval. © noun 
utterance of ‘hurrah’. 

hurricane /‘hariken/ noun storm with violent 
wind, esp. W. Indian cyclone. o hurricane lamp 
lamp with flame protected from wind. 


m cyclone, storm, tempest, tornado, typhoon, 
whirlwind. 


hurry /'harı/ noun 1 great haste. 2 (with negative 
or in questions) need for haste. 3 eagerness. 
© verb (-ies, -ied) 1 move or act hastily. 2 cause 
to move or act hastily. 3 (as hurried adjective) 
hasty; done rapidly. o hurriedly adverb. 
noun 1 see HASTE 2. 3 see EAGERNESS. © verb 1 
slang belt, colloquial buck up, chase, dash, 
dispatch, fly, colloquial get a move on, hasten, 
hurtle, hustle, make haste, move quickly, rush, 
slang shift, speed up, colloquial step on it, work 
faster. 2 accelerate, expedite, hasten, press on 
with, quicken, rush, speed up. 3 (hurried) see 
HASTY 1-2. 


363 


b t & past participle hurt) 1 cause 

heri E distress to. 2 suffer pain. 3 cause 

damage to. © noun 1 injury. 2 harm. o hurtful 
adjective. hurtfully adverb. 

n verb 1 (hurt physically) abuse, afflict, agonize, 
bruise, cripple, cut, disable, injure, maim, misuse, 
mutilate, torture, wound; (hurt mentally) affect, be 
hurtfulto, cutto the quick, depress, distress, grieve, 
humiliate, insult, offend, pain, sadden, torment, 
upset. 2 ache, be painful, burn, pinch, smart, sting, 
throb, tingle. 3 damage, harm, impair, mar, ruin, 
sabotage, spoil. 0 hurtful biting, cruel, cutting, 
damaging, derogatory, detrimental, distressing, 
hard to bear, harmful, injurious, malicious, nasty, 
painful, sarcastic, scathing, spiteful, uncharitable, 
unkind, upsetting, vicious, wounding. 


hurtle /‘h3:t(9)l/ verb (-ling) 1 move or hurl 
rapidly or noisily. 2 come with crash. 


a 1 charge, chase, dash, fly, plunge, race, rush, 
| shoot, speed, colloquial tear. 


husband /‘hazband/ noun married man in rela- 
tion to his wife. © verb use (resources) economic- 
ally. 

husbandry noun 1 farming. 2 management of 
resources. 


hush verb make, become, or be silent. © inter- 
jection: calling for silence. onoun silence. 
Ohush-hush colloquial highly secret. hush 
money slang sum paid to ensure discretion. 
hush up suppress (fact). 

u verb see SILENCE verb. © interjection be quiet! 

be silent! colloquial hold one's tongue! colloquial 

pipe down! colloquial shut up! © noun see SILENCE 

noun 1.0 hush up see SUPPRESS 2. 


husk noun dry outer covering of fruit or seed. 

© verb remove husk from. 
husky' /‘haskz/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 4 dry in the 
t, hoarse. 2 strong, hefty. o huskily adverb. 


husky’ /‘hask1/ noun (plural -ies) powerful dog 
used for pulling sledges. 


hussar /hv'za:/ noun light-cavalry soldier. 


hussy /'hası/ noun (plural -ies) 1 pert girl. 2 
promiscuous woman. 

hustings /'hastmz/ noun election proceedings. 

hustle /'has(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 bustle; jostle. 2 
(+ into, out of, etc.) force, hurry. 3 slang solicit 

usiness. @noun act or instance of hustling. 

u hustler noun. 

m verb 1 bustle, hasten, hurry, jostle, push, rush, 


Scamper, scurry, shove. 2 coerce, compel, force, 
hurry, push, shove, thrust. 


hut noun small simple or crude house or shelter. 


E cabin, den, hovel, lean- hed, 
Sheen lean-to, shack, shanty, s 


hutch noun box or cage for rabbits etc. 


hyacinth /'har 
iasmé/ noun bulbous plant with 
-shaped flowers, / men 


hybrid /'harb 
rıd/ noun 1 offspring of two animals 
or plants of different species etc. 2 thing of mixed 
Eins. © adjective 4 bred as hybrid. 2 heteroge- 


hurt | hydrolyse 


neous. Ohybridism noun. h ridization noun. 
hybridize verb (also -ise) RE or -sing). 

m noun 1 cross, cross-breed, mongrel. 2 
amalgam, combination, composite, compound, 
mixture. 


hydra /'hardrə/noun1 freshwater polyp. 2 
thing hard to destroy. cocina 


hydrangea fhar'dremdga/ noun shrub with 


globular clusters of white, blue, or pink flowers. 


hydrant /haidrent/ noun outlet for drawing 
water from main. 


hydrate /‘hardrert/ noun chemical compound of 
water with another compound etc. © verb (-ting) 
(cause to) combine with water. o hydration 
noun. 


hydraulic /har'drə:lık/ adjective 1 (of water etc.) 
conveyed through pipes etc. 2 operated by move- 
ment of liquid. o hydraulically adverb. 
hydraulics plural noun (usually treated as 
singular) science of conveyance of liquids 
through pipes etc., esp. as motive power. 
hydro /‘hatdrav/ noun (plural -s) colloquial 1 
hotel etc. originally providing hydropathictreat- 
ment. 2 hydroelectric powerplant. 
hydro-combining form water. 2 combined with 
hydrogen. 
hydrocarbon /haidrau‘ka:ban/ noun com- 
pound of hydrogen and carbon. 
hydrocephalus /haidre'sefalas/ noun accu- 
mulated fluid in brain, esp. in young children. 
o hydrocephalic /-sr'feelik/ adjective 
hydrochloric acid /haidra'klorik/ noun solu- 
tion of hydrogen chloride in water. 
hydrodynamics /haidreudar'nemiks/ plural 
noun (usually treated as singular) science of 
forces acting on or exerted by liquids. o hydro- 
dynamic adjective. 
hydroelectric /haidrourlektrik/ adjective 1 
generating electricity by water-power. 2 (of 
electricity) so generated. ohydroelectricity 
/-'tris-/ noun. s 
hydrofoil /'haidrəfə1l/ noun 1 boat equipped 
with planes for raising hull out of water at speed. 
2 such a plane. 
hydrogen /'hardrədz(ə)n/ noun light colourless 
odourless gas combining with oxygen to form 
water. o hydrogen bomb immensely powerful 
bomb utilizing explosive fusion of hydrogen 
nuclei. hydrogen peroxide See PEROXIDE 1. 
h enate /hardrodgmert/ verb (-ting) 
yarog with or cause to combine with hydrogen. 
o hydrogenation noun. 
hydrography /hardrogrefi/ noun science 
pp and charting seas, lakes, rivers, 
etc. ohydrographer noun. hydrographic 
|-dra'græf-/ adjective. aan 
hydrology /har'droledsi/ noun science - 
Bonship between water and land. 
hydrolyse /‘haidrelaiz/ verb (-sing) (US -lyze; 
'Y ng) decompose by hydrolysis. 


hydrolysis | hypo 


hydrolysis /hardrolisis/ noun decomposition 
by chemical reaction with water. 


hydrometer [hardromitə/ noun instrument 
for measuring density of liquids. 

hydropathy /hardropəðı/ noun (medically 
Veta treatment of disease by water. 
Ohydropathic /-drə'pæð-/ adjective. 

hydrophobia /haidre'feubie/ noun 1 aversion 
to water, esp. as symptom of rabies in humans. 2 
rabies. o hydrophobic adjective. 

hydroplane /‘haidraplem/ noun 1 light fast 
motor boat. 2 finlike device enabling submarine 
to rise or fall. 

hydroponics /haidra'poniks/ noun growing 
plants without soil, in sand, water, etc. with 
added nutrients. 

hydrostatic /haidra'stetik/ adjective of the 
equilibrium of liquids and the pressure exerted 
by liquids at rest. 

hydrostatics plural noun (usually treated as 
singular) study of hydrostatic properties of 
liquids. 

hydrotherapy /hardrə'ðerəpı/ noun use of 
water, esp. swimming, in treatment of disease. 


hydrous /‘hatdras/ adjective containing water. 


hyena /hari:nə/ noun doglike flesh-eating 
mammal. 


hygiene /‘haid3i:n/ noun 1 conditions or prac- 
tices conducive to maintaining health; cleanli- 
ness. 2 sanitary science. o hygienic /-'d3i:n-/ 
adjective. hygienically /-'d3i:n-/ adverb. hygien- 
ist noun. 
a 1 cleanliness, health, sanitariness, sanitation, 
wholesomeness. o hygienic aseptic, clean, 
disinfected, germ-free, healthy, pure, salubrious, 
sanitary, sterile, sterilized, unpolluted, 
wholesome. 


hygrometer /har'gromite/ noun instrument 
for measuring humidity of air etc. 


hygroscopic /haigra'skoprk/ adjective tending 
to absorb moisture from air. 

hymen /‘hamen/ noun membrane at opening of 
vagina, usually broken at first sexual inter- 
course. 

hymenopterous /ham~‘nopteras/ adjective of 
order of insects with 4 membranous wings, 
including bees and wasps. 

hymn /hm/ noun song of esp. Christian oral 
© verb praise or celebrate in hymns. Hay 


hymnal /'hmn(ə)l/ noun book of hymns. 


hymnology [hm'nolad3r/ noun compositi 
study of hymns. o hymnologist roa ae 


hyoscine /‘hatesi:n/ noun alkaloi 
prevent motion sickness etc. Seo east 


hype /harp/ slang noun intensive promotion of 


product etc. @ verb (ping) promote wi hype 
o hyped up excited. : z > 


hyper /'harpə/ adjective slang hyperactive, 
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hyper- /‘harpa/ prefix 1 over, above. 2 too. 


hyperactive /harpər'æktıv/ adjecti 
mally active. | adjective abnor. 


hyperbola /har'ps:bələ/ noun (plural 
/-li:/) curve produced when cone is cut by, ne 
making larger angle with base than side of cone 
makes. o hyperbolic /-pa'bol-/ adjective. ° 


hyperbole /har'ps:bal/ noun exaggerati 
for effect. o hyperbolical /-'bol-/ on o: 


hyperglycaemia /harpagiar'si:mie/ noun (Uş 
hyperglycemia) excess of glucose in blood- 
stream. 


hypermarket /‘haipema:kit/ noun vı 
supermarket. pei fo 


hypermedia /'harpəmi:drə/ noun provision of 
several media (audio, video, etc.) on one com- 
puter system. 


hypersensitive /harpa'sensitiv/ adjective 
excessively sensitive. o hypersensitivity /-trv-] 
noun. ; 


hypersonic /harpə'sonık/ adjective of speeds 
more than 5 times that of sound. 


hypertension /harpə'tenf(ə)n/ noun 1 abnor- 
mally high blood pressure. 2 extreme tension. 


hypertext /‘hampatekst/ noun provision of 
several texts on one computer system. 


hyperthermia /harpə'ðs:mıə/ noun abnor- 
mally high body-temperature. 


hyperthyroidism /harpə'ðarrərdız(ə)m/ noun 
overactivity of thyroid gland. 


hyperventilation /harmpeventr'leif(e)n/ noun 
abnormally rapid breathing. o hyperventilate 
verb (-ting). 

hyphen /‘harf(a)n/ noun punctuation mark (-) 
used to join or divide words (see panel). © verb 
hyphenate. 


hyphenate /‘harfenert/ verb (-ting) join or 
divide with hyphen. o hyphenation noun. 


hypnosis /hip'nousis/ noun 4 state like sleep in 
which subject acts only on external suggestion. 
2 artificially induced sleep. 


hypnotherapy /hpnəv'ðerəpı/ noun treat- 
ment of mental disorders by hypnosis. 


hypnotic /hip'nottk/ adjective 1 of or causing 
hypnosis. 2 sleep-inducing. emoun hypnotic 
drug or influence. o hypnotically adverb. 

u adjective 1 fascinating, irresistible, magnetic, 

mesmerizing, spellbinding. 2 narcotic, 

sleep-inducing, soothing, soporific. 


hypnotism /‘hipnetiz(a)m/ noun study or prac- 
tice of hypnosis. o hypnotist noun. 


hypnotize /‘hipnatarz/ verb (also -ise) (zing 0” 
-sing) 1 produce hypnosis in. 2 fascinate. a 
m 2 bewitch, captivate, cast a spell over, dominate, 
enchant, entrance, fascinate, gain power over, 

magnetize, mesmerize, spellbind, stupefy- 
used 


hypo /‘harpau/ noun sodium thiosulphate, 
as photographic fixer. 
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hypo- /‘harpau/ prefix 1 under. 2 below normal. 
3 slightly. 

hypochondria /harpa'kondrie/ noun abnor- 
mal anxiety about one’s health. 

hypochondriac = /hampe'kondrieak/ noun 
person given to hypochondria. © adjective of 
hypochondria. 

hypocrisy /hr'pəkrısı/ noun (plural -ies) simu- 
lation of virtue; insincerity. 

u cant, deceit, deception, double-dealing, double 

standards, double-talk, double-think, duplicity, 

falsity, humbug, inconsistency, insincerity. 


hypocrite /‘hipakrit/ noun person guilty of 
hypocrisy. o hypocritical /-'krit-/ adjective. 
hypocritically /-‘krit-/ adverb. 

a o hypocritical deceptive, double-dealing, 

double-faced, duplicitous, false, inconsistent, 

insincere, Pharisaic, colloquial phoney, 

self-deceiving, self-righteous, two-faced. 


hypodermic /harpə'ds:mık/ adjective (of drug, 
syringe, etc.) introduced under the skin. © noun 
hypodermic injection or syringe. 

hypotension /harpau'tenJ(a)n/ noun abnor- 
mally low blood pressure. 

hypotenuse /har'potenju:z/ noun side opposite 
right angle of right-angled triangle. 


hypothalamus /harpa'dzlemas/ noun (plural 


hypo- | hysteria 


-mi /-mar/) region of brain controlling body tem- 
perature, thirst, hunger, etc. 
hypothermia /harpau'és:mie/ noun abnor- 
mally low body-temperature. 
hypothesis /har'pvOtsis/ noun (plural -theses 
/-si:z/) supposition made as basis for reasoning 
etc. Ghypothesize verb (also -ise) (zing or 
-sing). 
m conjecture, guess, postulate, premise, 
proposition, speculation, supposition, theory, 
thesis. 


hypothetical /hapə'ðetık(ə)l/ adjective of or 
resting on hypothesis. o hypothetically adverb. 
m academic, alleged, assumed, conjectural, 
groundless, imaginary, presumed, formal 
putative, speculative, supposed, suppositional, 
theoretical, unreal. 


hypothyroidism /harpəv'ðarrərdız(ə)m/ noun 
subnormal activity of the thyroid gland. 


hypoventilation /harpauventr'lerf(2)n/ noun 
abnormally slow breathing. 

hyssop /'hisap/ noun small bushy aromatic 
herb. 


hysterectomy /histe'rektami/ noun (plural 
-ies) surgical removal of womb. 

hysteria /hr'strarta/ noun 1 uncontrollable 
emotion or excitement. 2 functional disturbance 
of nervous system. 


bd ee 


Hyphen - 
This is used: 


1 to join two or more words so as to form a compound or single expression, e.g. 


mother-in-law, non-stick 


This use is growing less common; often you can do without such hyphens: 


treelike, dressing table 


2 to join words in an attributive compound (one put before a noun, like an adjective), e.g. 
a well-known man (but the man is well known) 


an out-of-date list (but the list is out of date) 


3 tojoin a prefix etc. to a proper name, e.g. 
anti-Darwinian; half-Italian; non-British 


4 tomakea meaning clear by linking words, e.g. 


twenty-odd people/twenty odd people 
or by separating a prefix, e.g. 


re-cover/recover; re-present/represent; re-sign/resign 
5 to separate two identical letters in adjacent parts of a word, e.g. 


bre-exist, Ross-shire 


6 torepresent a common second element in the items ofa list, e.g. 


two-, three-, or fourfold 


7 todivide a word if there is no room to complete it at the end ofa line, e.g. 


-.. diction- 
ary.. 


The hyphen comes at the end of the line, not at the beginning of the next line. In general, words 
should be divided at the end of a syllable; dicti-onary would be quite wrong. In handwriting, 
typing, and word processing, it is safest (and often neatest) not to divide words at all. 


hysteric | Hz 
| m 1 frenzy, hysterics, madness, mania, panic. 


hysteric /hrsterik/ noun 1 (in plural) fit of hys- 

teria. 2 (in plural) colloquial overwhelming 
laughter. 3 hysterical person. a hysterical 
adjective. hysterically adverb. 
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m o hysterical berserk, beside on 
delirious, demented, distraught, maate ee 
irrational, mad, over-emotional, rabid, ravi nzied, 
uncontrollable, wild. EAA, 


Hz abbreviation hertz. 


‘I’ noun (also 1) (Roman numeral) 1. 


F /at/ pronoun: used by speaker or writer to refer 
to himself or herself as subject of verb. j 


P abbreviation 1 (also 1.) Island(s). 2 Isle(s). 


iambic /ar'embik/ adjective of or using jam- 
buses. © noun (usually in plural) iambic verse. 

iambus /ar'eembes/ noun (plural -buses or -bi 
/-bax/) metrical foot of one short followed by one 
long syllable. 


IBA abbreviation Independent Broadcasting 
Authority. 


ibex /‘atbeks/ noun (plural -es) wild mountain 
goat with large backward-curving ridged horns. 

ibid. /‘tbid/ abbreviation in same book or passage 
etc. (ibidem). 

ibis /‘atbis/ noun ( plural -es) storklike bird with 
long curved bill. 

ice noun 1 frozen water. 2 portion of ice cream 
etc. © verb (icing) 1 mix with or cool in ice. 2 
(often + over, up) cover or become covered (as) 
with ice; freeze. 3 cover (a cake etc.) with icing. 
Dice age glacial period. icebox 1 compartment 
in refrigerator for making or storing ice. 2 US 
refrigerator. ice-breaker boat designed to break 


through ice. ice cap mass of thick ice perman- . 


ently covering polar region etc. ice-cold as cold 
as ice. ice cream sweet creamy frozen food. ice 
field extensive sheet of floating ice. ice hockey 
form of hockey played on ice with flat disc 
instead of ball. ice folly flavoured ice onstick. ice 
rink area of ice for skating etc. ice-skate @ noun 
boot with blade attached for gliding over ice. 
© verb move on ice-skates. on ice 1 performed by 
ice-skaters. 2 colloquial in reserve. 


iceberg /‘aisbs:g/ noun mass of floating ice at 
sea. O tip of the iceberg small perceptible part 
of something very large or complex. 
Icelander /‘aislonda/ noun native of Iceland. 


Icelandic /ais'lendik/ adjective of Iceland. 
© noun language of Iceland. 

ichneumon /ik'nju:man/ noun 1 (in full ich- 
neumon fly) wasplike insect parasitic on other 
insects. 2 mongoose of N. Africa etc. 

ichthyology /ik6r'pledsi/ noun study of fishes. 
Dichthyological /-o'lodstk(e)l/ adjective. ichthy- 
ologist noun. 

ichthyosaur /‘tkreso:/ noun large extinct 
reptilelikedolphin. ~ 

icicle /'arsık(ə)l/ noun tapering hanging spike of 
ice, formed from dripping water. 

icing noun 1 sugar etc. coating for cake etc. 2 
formation of ice onship or aircraft. o icing sugar 
finely powdered sugar. 


icon /'aikon/ noun (also ikon) 1 sacred painting, 


mosaic, etc. 2 image, statue. o iconic. /-'kon-/ 
adjective. 

iconoclast /arkoneklest/ noun 1 person who 
attacks cherished beliefs. 2 historical breaker of 
religious images. o iconoclasm noun. icono- 
clastic /-‘klzstik/ adjective. 

iconography /arke'nograft/ noun illustration 
of subject by drawings etc. 2 study of portraits, 
esp. of one person, or of artistic images or 
symbols. 


icy /'ası/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 very cold. 2 
covered with or abounding in ice. 3 (of manner) 
unfriendly. a iciness noun. 

m 1 arctic, chilling, freezing, frigid, frosty, frozen, 

glacial, polar. 2 frozen, glassy, slippery, colloquial 

Slippy. 


ID abbreviation identification, identity. 
Pd /aid/ 1 I had. 2 I should; I would. 


id noun Psychology part of mind comprising 
instinctive impulses of individual etc. 

idea /ardıə/ noun 1 plan etc. formed by mental 
effort. 2 mental impression or concept; vague 
belief or fancy. 3 purpose, intention. 4 pattern; 
archetype. o have no idea colloquial 4 not know 
at all. 2 be completely incompetent. 

m 1 colloquial brainwave, conception, design, 

inspiration, plan, proposal, scheme, suggestion. 

2 abstraction, attitude, belief, clue, concept, 

conception, conjecture, construct, conviction, 

doctrine, fancy, guess, hypothesis, impression, 

inkling, intimation, notion, opinion, perception, 

philosophy, principle, sentiment, suspicion, 

teaching, tenet, theory, thought, view, vision. 3 

intention, meaning, point, purpose. 4 guidelines, 

impression, model, pattern. 


ideal /ar‘di:al/ adjective 1 perfect. 2 existing only 

in idea; visionary. @ moun 1 perfect type, thing, 

principle, etc., esp. as standard for imitation. 2 

(often in plural) moral principle. 
m adjective 1 best, classic, complete, excellent, 
faultless, model, optimum, perfect, supreme, 
unsurpassable. 2 chimerical, dream, hypothetical, 
illusory, imaginary, unattainable, unreal, Utopian, 
visionary. @ noun 1 acme, criterion, epitome, 
exemplar, model, paragon, pattern, standard. 2see 
PRINCIPLE 2. 


idealism noun 1 forming or pursuing ideals. 2 
representation of things in ideal form. 3 phil- 
osophy in which objects are held to be dependent 
on mind. cidealist noun. idealistic /-'list-/ 
adjective. 

m o idealistic high-minded, impractical, 
over-optimistic, quixotic, romantic, colloquial 
starry-eyed, unrealistic. . 


idealize | if 


dealize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) regard 
a represent as ideal. o idealization noun 
| m deify, exalt, glamorize, glorify, put on a pedestal, 
romanticize. 


identical /ardentik(ə)l/ adjective 1 (often + 
with) absolutely alike. 2 same. 3 (of twins) 
developed from single ovum and very similar in 
appearance. o identically adverb. i 
m 1 alike, comparable, congruent, corresponding, 

duplicate, equal, equivalent, indistinguishable, 

interchangeable, like, matching, the same, similar, 
twin. 2 same, selfsame. 


identify /ardentifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 establish 
identity of. 2 select, discover. 3 (+ with) closely 
associate with. 4 (+ with) regard oneself as 
sharing basic characteristics with. 5 (often + 
with) treat as identical. o identifiable adjective. 
identification noun. 
u 1 distinguish, label, mark, name, put a name to, 
recognize. 2 detect, diagnose, discover, establish, 
isolate, pick out, pinpoint, recognize, select, single 
out, specify, colloquial spot. 4 (identify with) 
empathize with, feel for, relate to, sympathize with. 
o identifiable detectable, discernible, 
distinctive, distinguishable, familiar, known, 
named, noticeable, perceptible, recognizable, 
unmistakable. 


identity /ardentit/ noun (plural -ies) 1 being 
specified person or thing. 2 individuality. 3 iden- 
tification or the result of it. 4 absolute sameness. 
u 1 ID, name. 2 character, distinctiveness, 
individuality, nature, particularity, personality, 
selfhood, singularity, uniqueness. 


ideogram /'idiagræm/ noun (also ideograph 

/-gra:f/) symbol representing thing or idea 
without indicating sounds in its name (e.g. 
Chinese character, or ‘=’ for ‘equals’. 


ideology /aidr'lad31/ noun ( plural -ies) 1 
scheme of ideas at basis of political etc. theory 
or system. 2 characteristic thinking of class etc. 
ideological /-a'lnd3-/ adjective. 

m assumptions, beliefs, creed, convictions, ideas, 

philosophy, principles, tenets, theories, 

underlying attitudes. 


idiocy [idtest/_ noun (plural -ies) 1 utter 
foolishness; foolish act. 2 mental condition of 
iot. 


idiom /‘idiam/ noun 1 phrase etc. established by 
usage and not immediately comprehensible from 
the words used. 2 form of expression peculiar to 
a language. 3 language. 4 characteristic mode of 
expression. o idiomatic |-mæt-/ adjective. 

a1 expression, locution, phrase. 2, 3 argot, cant, 

choice of words, dialect, jargon, language, manner 

of speaking, parlance, Phraseology, phrasing, turn 

of phrase, usage. o idiomatic colloquial, natural, 

vernacular, well phrased. 


idiosyncrasy jeteo antes] noun (plural 
-ies) attitude or form of behaviour peculiar to 
person. o idiosyncratic /-kreet-/ adjective. 
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m characteristic, eccentricity, feature, habit 
mannerism, oddity, peculiarity, quirk, trait. 
o idiosyncratic characteristic, distinctive 
eccentric, individual, odd, peculiar, personal 
quirky, singular, unique. 2 


idiot /‘1diat/ noun 1 stupid person. 2 pe 
deficient in mind to be capable of Tie 
conduct. o idiotic /-'nt-/ adjective. 
a 1 ass, blockhead, slang bonehead, booby, 
colloquial chump, colloquial clot, colloquial cretin, 
colloquial dimwit, dolt, slang dope, colloquial Š 
duffer, colloquial dummy, dunce, dunderhead, 
colloquial fat-head, fool, halfwit, ignoramus, 
colloquial imbecile, colloquial moron, 
nincompoop, ninny, colloquial nitwit, simpleton, 
slang twerp, slang twit. ū idiotic see STUPI 1-2, 


idle /'ard(ə)l/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 lazy, indolent. 2 
not in use; not working. 3 (of time) unoccupied. 
4 useless, purposeless. © verb (-ling) 1 be idle. 2 
(of engine) run slowly without doing any work. 
3 pass (time) in idleness. o idleness noun. idler 
noun. idly adverb. 

m adjective 1 apathetic, indolent, lackadaisical, 

lazy, shiftless, slothful, slow, sluggish, torpid, 

work-shy. 2 dormant, inactive, inoperative, in 
retirement, not working, redundant, retired, 
unemployed, unoccupied, unproductive, unused. 

3 free, unfilled, unoccupied. 4 frivolous, futile, 

pointless, unproductive, useless, worthless. 

© verb 1 be lazy, dawdle, do nothing, hang about, 

. | laze, loaf, loll, lounge about, mess about, potter 

about, colloquial slack, stagnate, take it easy, 

vegetate. o idler good-for-nothing, layabout, 
colloquial lazybones, loafer, malingerer, shirker, 
slang skiver, slacker, sluggard, wastrel. 


idol /'a1d(ə)1/ noun 1 image as object of worship. 
2 object of devotion. 

m 1 effigy, fetish, graven image, icon, statue. 2 

celebrity, darling, deity, favourite, god, hero, pin-up, 

star, superstar. 


Idolater /ar'doleta/ noun 1 worshipper of idols. 2 
devout admirer. o idolatrous adjective. idolatry 
noun. 


idolize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 venerate 
or love to excess, 2 treat as idol. oidolization 
noun. 


8 adore, adulate, deify, hero-worship, lionize, look 
up to, revere, reverence, venerate, worship. 


idyll /'1di1/ noun 1 account of picturesque scene 
or incident etc. 2 such scene etc. n idyllic /r'drltk/ 
adjective. 

m o idyllic Arcadian, bucolic, charming, 

delightful, happy, idealized, lovely, pastoral, 

peaceful, perfect, picturesque, rustic, unspoiled. 


i.e. abbreviation that is to say (id est). 


if conjunction 1 on condition or supposition that. 
2 (with past tense) implying that the condition 
not fulfilled. 3 even though. 4 whenever. th 
whether. 6 expressing wish, request, Or On 
negative) surprise. o if only 1 even if for no oO 
reason than. 2 I wish that. 
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iffy /'1ft/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 1 uncer- 
tain. 2 of questionable quality. 

igloo /'iglu:/ noun Eskimo dome-shaped snow 
house. 

igneous '/'igniəs/ adjective 1 of fire. 2 (esp. of 
rocks) produced by volcanic action. 

ignite /ig'nart/ verb (-ting) 1 set fire to. 2 catch 
fire. 3 provoke or excite (feelings etc.). 

u 1 burn, fire, kindle, light, set alight, set on fire, 

spark off, touch off. 2 burn, catch fire, fire, kindle. 


ignition /1g'n1S(e)n/ noun 1 mechanism for start- 
ing combustion in cylinder of motor engine. 2 
igniting. 

ignoble /ig'nəvb(ə)l/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 dishon- 
ourable. 2 of low birth or position. 

u 1 base, churlish, cowardly, despicable, 

disgraceful, dishonourable, infamous, low, mean, 

selfish, shabby, uncharitable, unchivalrous, 

unworthy. 


ignominious /igna'mmuies/ adjective humiliat- 
ing. o ignominiously adverb. 


ignominy /‘ignomm1/ noun dishonour, infamy. 


ignoramus /ignə'rerməs/ noun ( plural-muses) 
ignorant person. 


ignorant /‘ignarant/ adjective 1 lacking know- 
ledge. 2 (+ of) uninformed about. 3 colloquial 
uncouth. o ignorance noun. 
a 1 benighted, colloquial clueless, ill-informed, 
illiterate, innocent, stupid, uneducated, 
unenlightened, uninformed, unlettered, ~. 
unscholarly, unsophisticated, unwitting. 2 ` 
(ignorant of ) oblivious of orto, unacquainted with, 
unaware of, unconscious of, unfamiliar with. 3 
ill-bred, ill-mannered, impolite, uncivil, uncouth, 
uncultivated. c ignorance inexperience, 
innocence, naivety, stupidity, unawareness, 
unconsciousness, unfamiliarity. 


lgnore /1g'no:/ verb (-ring) refuse to take notice 
of. 


m disobey, disregard, leave out, miss out, neglect, 
omit, overlook, pass over, reject, shut one's eyes 

to, skip, slight, snub, take no notice of, turn a blind 
eye to. 


iguana /ig'wa:na/ noun large Central and S. 
American tree lizard. 


iguanodon fig'wa:nadon/ noun large plant- 
eating dinosaur. 

ikebana /ikr'ba:nə/ noun Japanese art of flower 
arrangement. 

ikon = Icon. 

ilex l'aileks/ noun (plural -es) 1 plant of genus 
including holly. 2 holm-oak. 

iliac l'liæk/ adjective of flank or hip-bone. 

ilk noun colloquial sort, kind. o of thatilk Scottish 
of ancestral estate of same name as family. 

PI fail/ I shall: I will. 

ill adjective 1 in bad health; sick. 2 harmful, unfa- 
vourable. 3 hostile, unkind. 4 faulty, deficient. 


@adverb 1 badly, unfavourably. 2 scarcely. 
@noun 1 harm. 2 evil. o ill-advised unwise. ill 


iffy | illness 


at ease embarrassed, uneasy. ill-bred rude. 
ill-fated unlucky. ill-favoured unattractive. ill 
feeling bad feeling; animosity. ill-gotten gained 
unlawfully or wickedly. ill health poor physical 
condition. ill humour bad temper. ill-humoured 
adjective. ill-mannered rude. ill-natured churl- 
ish. ill-omened unlucky. ill-tempered morose, 
irritable. ill-timed done or occurring at unsuit- 
able time. ill-treat, -use treat badly. ill-treatment 
noun. ill use bad treatment. ill-use verb. 
a adjective 4 ailing, bad, bedridden, bilious, slang 
dicky, diseased, feeble, frail, colloquial funny, 
groggy, indisposed, infected, infirm, invalid, 
languishing, nauseated, nauseous, off colour, out 
of sorts, pasty, poorly, queasy, queer, colloquial 
seedy, sick, sickly, suffering, colloquial under the 
weather, unhealthy, unwell, valetudinarian, weak. 
2 bad, damaging, detrimental, evil, harmful, 
injurious, unfavourable, unfortunate, unlucky. 
o ill-advised see MISGUIDED. ill-bred see RUDE 1. 
ill-fated see UNLUCKY 3. ill-humoured see BAD- 
TEMPERED (BAD). ill-mannered see RUDE 1. 
ill-natured see UNKIND. ill-omened see UNLUCKY 
3. ill-tempered see BAD-TEMPERED (BAD). ill-treat 
see MISTREAT. 


illegal /rli:g(e)l/ adjective contrary to law. 
o illegality /-‘gzl-/ noun (plural -ies). illegally 
adverb. 
a actionable, against the law, banned, 
black-market, criminal, felonious, forbidden, 
illegitimate, illicit, invalid, irregular, outlawed, 
prohibited, proscribed, unauthorized, 
unconstitutional, unlawful, unlicensed, wrong, 
wrongful. 


illegible /rled3ib(9)l/ adjective not legible, 
unreadable. o illegibility noun. illegibly adverb. 


a indecipherable, indistinct, obscure, unclear, 
unreadable. 


illegitimate /ur'd3itmat/ adjective 1 born of 
parents not married to each other. 2 unlawful. 
3 improper. 4 wrongly inferred. o illegitimacy 
noun. 

m 1 archaic or offensive bastard, born out of 

wedlock, natural. 2 see ILLEGAL. 3 against the 

rules, improper, irregular, unauthorized, 

unjustifiable, unreasonable, unwarranted. 4 

inadmissible, incorrect, invalid, spurious. 


illiberal /r'libar(e)l/ adjective 1 narrow-minded. 
2 stingy. o illiberality /-'ræl-/ noun. 

illicit /rlsıt/ adjective unlawful, forbidden. 
o illicitly adverb. 

illiterate /r'litarat/ adjective 1 unable to read. 2 
uneducated. @ noun illiterate person. o illiter- 
acy noun. 


m adjective 1 unlettered. 2 benighted, ignorant, 
uneducated, unenlightened, unlettered, 
unschooled. 


illness noun 1 disease. 2 ill health. 

m 1 affliction, ailment, slang bug, complaint, 
condition, disease, disorder, health problem, 
indisposition, infection, infirmity, malady, malaise, 
pestilence, plague, sickness. 2 disability, infirmity, 
indisposition, sickness, weakness. 


illogical | imitation 


; l/r] 3)l/ adjective devoid of or con- 
mogica SEO a |-‘keel-/ noun (plural 


-les). illogically adverb. 


u absurd, fallacious, inconsequential, 2 
inconsistent, invalid, irrational, senseless, silly, 
unreasonable, unsound. 


illuminate /rlu:mmeit/ verb (ting) 1 light up. 2 
decorate with lights. 3 decorate (manuscript etc.) 
with gold, colour, etc. 4 help to explain (subject 
etc.). 5 enlighten spiritually or intellectually. 
o illuminating adjective. illumination noun. 

m 1 brighten, light up, make brighter. 4 clarify, clear 

up, elucidate, enlighten, explain, explicate, reveal, 

throw light on. 5 see ENLIGHTEN 1. a 


illumine /riju:mm/ verb ning) literary 1 light 
up. 2 enlighten. 
illusion /rlu:3(ə)n/ noun 1 false belief. 2 decep- 
tive appearance. o be under the illusion (+ that) 
believe mistakenly that. oillusive adjective. 
Illusory adjective. 
u 1 error, false impression, misapprehension, 
misconception, mistake. 2 apparition, conjuring 
trick, daydream, deception, delusion, dream, 
fancy, fantasy, figment of the imagination, 
hallucination, mirage. o illusory chimerical, 
deceptive, deluding, delusive, fallacious, false, 
fanciful, illusive, imaginary, imagined, misleading, 
mistaken, sham, unreal, untrue. 


illusionist noun conjuror. 


illustrate /‘lestrert/ verb (-ting) 1 provide with 
pictures. 2 make clear, esp. by examples or draw- 
ings. 3 serve as example of. o illustrator noun. 

u 1 adorn, decorate, depict, draw, embellish, 

illuminate, ornament, picture, portray. 2 

demonstrate, elucidate, explain, show. 3 

exemplify, instance, represent. 


illustration noun 1 drawing etc. in book. 2 
explanatory example. 3 illustrating. 

u 1 diagram, drawing, figure, image, photograph, 

picture, sketch. 2 demonstration, example, 

exemplar, instance, sample, specimen. 3 

decoration, depiction, illumination. 


illustrative /‘lestratrv/ adjective (often + of) 
explanatory. 

illustrious /rlastrias/ adjective distinguished, 
renowned. o illustriousness noun. 


Pm /am/ Iam. 


image /'mıd3/ noun 1 representation of object, 
esp. figure of saint or divinity. 2 reputation or 
persona of person, company, etc. 3 appearance 
as seen in mirror or through lens. 4 person or 
thing closely resembling another. 5 idea, concep- 
tion. 6 simile, metaphor. © verb (-ging) 1 make 
image of. 2 mirror. 3 picture. 
m noun 1 carving, effigy, figure, icon, idol, 
imitation, representation, statue. 3 likeness, 
picture, projection, reflection, representation. 4 


counterpart, double, likeness, colloquial spitti 
image, twin. = eee 


imagery ['mıd3ərı/ noun 1 figurative illustra- 
tion; use of images in literature etc. 2 images, 
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statuary. 3 mental images collectively, 
imaginable /tmadzməb(ə)] 

Pe emai | adjective that can 
imaginary /tmædzmərı/ adjecti h 
only in imagination. lective existing 
u fabulous, fanciful, fictional, fictitious, 
hypothetical, illusory, imagined, insubstantial 
invented, legendary, made up, mythical, ` 
mythological, non-existent, Supposed, unreal 
visionary. ` 


imagination /med3r'ne1J(e)n/ noun 4 Mental 
faculty of forming images of objects not present 
to senses. 2 creative faculty of mind. 

1 fancy, fantasy. 2 artistry, creativity, ingenuity, 

insight, inspiration, inventiveness, originality, 3 

resourcefulness, sensitivity, thought, vision. 


imaginative /mzd3metrv/ adjective having 
or showing high degree of imagination. nim- 
aginatively adverb. 

B artistic, clever, creative, fanciful, ingenious, 

innovative, inspired, inspiring, inventive, original, 

poetic, resourceful, sensitive, thoughtful, 

unusual, visionary, vivid. 


imagine /!'mzd3m/ verb (-ning) 1 form mental 
image of; conceive. 2 suppose, think. 
m 1 conceive, conjure up, create, dream up, 
envisage, fancy, fantasize, invent, make believe, 
make up, picture, pretend, see, think of, colloquial 
think up, visualize. 2 assume, believe, conjecture, 
guess, infer, judge, presume, suppose, surmise, 
suspect, think. 


imago /I'meigou/ noun (plural -s or imagines 
/tmeed3mi:z/) fully developed stage of insect. 

imam /t'ma:m/ noun 1 prayer-leader of mosque. 
2 title of some Muslim leaders. 

imbalance /m'bæləns/ noun 1 lack of balance. 
2 disproportion. 

imbecile /‘mbrsi:l/ noun 1 colloquial stupid 
person. 2 adult with mental age of about 5. 
© adjective mentally weak, stupid. oimbecillc 
/-'siltk/ adjective. imbecility /-'sīlıtı/ noun (plura 
-ies). 

imbed = even. 7 

imbibe /m'baib/ verb (-bing) 4 drink. 2 drink 
in; absorb. 3 inhale. 

imbroglio /m'brəvlrəu/ noun (plural -s) con- 
fused or complicated situation. 

imbue /m'bju:/ verb (-bues, -bued, -bulng) 
(often + with) 1 inspire. 2 saturate, dye. 


imitate /'mıtert/ verb (-ting) 1 follow example 
of. 2 mimic. 3 make copy of. 4 be like. 0 dle 
adjective. imitative /-tətrv/ adjective. Im 
noun. f 
m 1 copy, emulate, follow, match, model onese 
on. 2 ape, burlesque, caricature, counterfeit, 
duplicate, echo, impersonate, mimic, parody, 
parrot, portray, reproduce, satirize, colloquial 
send up, simulate, colloquial take off, travesty. 
see Copy verb 1. 


Ts tated. 2 
imitation noun 4 imitating, being imitated 
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copy; counterfeit. © adjective made in imitation 
of thing. 

n noun 1 copying, duplication, emulation, 
mimicry, repetition. 2 colloquial clone, copy, 
counterfeit, dummy, duplicate, fake, forgery, 
impersonation, impression, likeness, mock-up, 
model, parody, replica, reproduction, sham, 
simulation, colloquial take-off, toy, travesty. 

o adjective artificial, copied, counterfeit, dummy, 
ersatz, man-made, mock, model, colloquial 
phoney, reproduction, sham, simulated, synthetic. 


immaculate /1'mzkjulet/ adjective 4 perfectly 
clean, spotless. 2 faultless. 3 innocent, sinless. 
u immaculately adverb. immaculateness noun. 


immanent /'mənənt/ adjective 1 inherent. 2 (of 
God) omnipresent. o immanence noun. 


immaterial /mio'tiarial/ adjective 1 unimport- 
ant; irrelevant. 2 not material. o immateriality 
[“el-/ noun. 

immature /mo'tjua/ adjective 1 not mature. 2 
undeveloped, esp. emotionally. o immaturity 
noun. 

u 1 adolescent, undeveloped, unripe, young, 

youthful. 2 babyish, backward, callow, childish, 
green, inexperienced, infantile, often derogatory 

juvenile, puerile. 


immeasurable /mezərəb(ə)l/ adjective not 
measurable; immense. o immeasurably adverb. 


immediate /1'mi:diat/ adjective 1 occurring at 
once. 2 direct; without intermediary. 3 nearest. 
4 having priority. o immediacy noun. immedi- 
ately adverb. 
a 1 instant, instantaneous, prompt, quick, speedy, 
sudden, swift, unhesitating, unthinking. 3 
adjacent, close, closest, direct, near, nearest, 
neighbouring, next. 4 current, present, pressing, 
top-priority, urgent. o immediately at once, 
directly, forthwith, instantly, now, promptly, right 
away, straight away, unhesitatingly. 


immemorial /mrmo:riel/ adjective ancient 
beyond memory. 


immense /r'mens/ adjective vast, huge. oim- 
mensity noun. 
u big, colossal, elephantine, enormous, 
gargantuan, giant, gigantic, great, huge, colloquial 
hulking, immeasurable, imposing, impressive, 
incalculable, colloquial jumbo, large, mammoth, 
massive, mighty, monster, monstrous, 
monumental, mountainous, prodigious, 
Stupendous, titanic, towering, colloquial 
tremendous, vast, colloquial whopping. 


immensely adverb colloquial 4 vastly. 2 very 
much. 


immerse /r'ms:s/ verb (-sing) 4 (often + in) dip, 
plunge. 2 put under water. 3 (often immerse 
Oneself or in passive; often + in) involve deeply. 
4 (often + in) embed. 

a 1, 2 bathe, dip, drench, drown, duck, dunk, 
plunge, sink, submerge. 3 (immersed) see BUSY 

adjective 1, INTERESTED 1. 


immersion /t'm3:S(e)n/ noun immersing, being 


immaculate | immune 


immersed. o immersion heater electric heater 
designed to be immersed in liquid to be heated. 


| a dipping, ducking, dunking, plunge, submersion. 


immigrant /‘mugrent/ noun person who 
immigrates, @adjective 1 immigrating. 2 of 
immigrants. 


| a noun alien, arrival, newcomer, outsider, settler. 


immigrate /‘muigreit/ verb (-ting) enter a 
country to settle permanently. o immigration 
noun, 

imminent /‘mment/ adjective soon to happen. 
a imminence noun. imminently adverb. 

m about to happen, approaching, close, coming, 

foreseeable, forthcoming, impending, looming, 

menacing, near, threatening. 


immobile /1'maubatl/ adjective 1 motionless. 2 
immovable. n immobility noun. 


u 1 frozen, inflexible, motionless, rigid. 2 see 
IMMOVABLE 1. 


immobilize /rmeubilaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) prevent from being moved. o immobil- 
ization noun. 


immoderate /mvdərət/ adjective excessive. 
o Immoderately adverb. immoderation noun. 
immodest /rmodist/ adjective 1 conceited. 2 
indecent. o immodesty noun. : 
immolate /‘moelert/ verb (-ting) kill as sacrifice. 
aimmolation noun. \ 
immoral /1'mor(e)l/ adjective opposed to, or not 
conforming to, (esp. sexual) morality; dissolute. 
o immorality /mə'rælrtı/ noun. 
u abandoned, base, conscienceless, corrupt, 
debauched, degenerate, depraved, dishonest, 
dissipated, dissolute, evil, fast, impure, indecent, 
irresponsible, licentious, loose, low, profligate, 
promiscuous, rotten, sinful, unchaste, unethical, 
unprincipled, unscrupulous, vicious, villainous, 
wanton, wicked, wrong. 


immortal /1'mo:t(e)l/ adjective 1 living for ever. 
2 unfading. 3 divine. 4 famous for all time. 
© noun immortal being, esp. (in plural) gods of 
antiquity. o immortality /-'tel-/ noun. immortal- 
ize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing). 
u adjective 1 ageless, ceaseless, deathless, 
endless, eternal, everlasting, indestructible, 
never-ending, perpetual, timeless, undying, 
unending. 2 incorruptible, indestructible, lasting, 
unchanging, unfading. 3 divine, godlike. 4 classic, 
legendary, mythical, timeless. o immortalize RC 
Church beatify, canonize, commemorate, deify, 
enshrine, keep alive, make immortal, make 
permanent, memorialize, perpetuate. 


immovable /rmu:vəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 not 
movable. 2 unyielding. o immovability noun. 

m 1 anchored, fast, firm, fixed, immobile, 

immobilized, motionless, paralysed, riveted, 

rooted, secure, set, settled, static, stationary, still, 

stuck, unmoving. 2 see IMMUTABLE, INFLEXIBLE 2. 


immune /rmju:n/ adjective 1 having immunity. 
2 relating to immunity. 3 exempt. 


immunity | imperative 


m 1 immunized, inoculated, invulnerable, 
protected, resistant, safe, vaccinated. 3 (immune 
from or to) exempt from, free from, protected from, 
resistant to, safe from, unaffected by. 


immunity noun (plural -ies) 1 living organ- 
ism's power of resisting and overcoming infec- 
tion. 2 (often + from) freedom, exemption. 

immunize /‘mju:naiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) make immune. o immunization noun. 


| u inoculate, vaccinate. 


immure /1'mjua/ verb (-ring) imprison. 
immutable /rmju:teb(s)l/ adjective unchange- 
able. o immutability noun. 
u constant, dependable, enduring, eternal, fixed, 
immovable, invariable, lasting, obdurate, 
permanent, perpetual, reliable, resolute, settled, 
stable, steadfast, unalterable, unchangeable, 
unswerving, unvarying. 


imp noun 1 mischievous child. 2 little devil. 


impact noun /'mpækt/ 1 collision, striking. 2 
(immediate) effect or influence. © verb /m'pækt/ 
1 drive or wedge together. 2 (as impacted 
adjective) (of tooth) wedged between another 
tooth and jaw. o impaction /m'pekJ(a)n/ noun. 

a noun 1 bang, blow, bump, collision, contact, 
crash, knock, smash. 2 bearing, consequence, 
effect, force, impression, influence, 
ne reverberations. © verb 1 see HIT 
verb 1. 


impair /m'peə/ verb damage, weaken. o impair- 
ment noun. 

u cripple, damage, harm, injure, mar, ruin, spoil, 

weaken. 


Impala /m'pa:lə/ noun ( pluralsame or-s) small 
African antelope. 


impale /m’'pell/ verb (-ling) transfix on stake. 
o impalement noun. 


m pierce, run through, skewer, spear, spike, spit, 
stab, stick, transfix. 


impalpable /m'pzlpab(a)l/ adjective 4 not 
easily grasped. 2 imperceptible to touch. 


impart /im'pa:t/ verb 1 communicate (news 
etc.). 2 give share of. 


impartial /nn'pa:f(e)l/ adjective fair, not 
partial. o impartiality /-fr'æl-/ noun. impartially 
adverb. 

m balanced, detached, disinterested, 
dispassionate, equitable, even-handed, fair, 
fair-minded, judicial, just, neutral, non-partisan, 
objective, open-minded, unbiased, uninvolved, 
unprejudiced. 


impassable /tm'pa:sab(e)l/ adjective that 
cannot be traversed. o impassability noun. 


| m blocked, closed, obstructed, unusable. 
impasse /‘empzs/ noun deadlock. 


impassioned /ıim'pæf(ə)nd/ adjective filled 
with passion; ardent. 


impassive /m'pesiv/ adjective not feeling or 


372 
showing emotion. o impassi 
impassivity /-'stv-/ noun. vely adverb, 


impasto /m'pæstəu/ noun techni 
on paint thickly. nique of laying 
impatiens /mm'perfienz/ noun 
plants including busy Lizzie. 
impatient /m'perf(ə)nt/ adjective 4 4 
intolerant. 2 restlessly eager. u impatient; 
noun. impatiently adverb. ence 
@ 1 abrupt, brusque, curt, hasty, intolerant 
irascible, irritable, precipitate, quick-tempered 
short-tempered, snappish, colloquial Snappy, : 
testy. 2 agitated, chafing, edgy, fidgety, fretful. 
impetuous, nervous, restive, restless, uneasy; 
(impatient to) anxious to, eager to, keen to, ; 
colloquial raring to go. 


any of several 


impeach /m'pi:tf/ verb 1 accuse, esp. of treason 
etc. 2 call in question; disparage. O impeach- 
ment noun. 


impeccable /m'pekəb(ə)l/ adjective faultless, 
exemplary. 0 impeccability noun. impeccably 
adverb. 
impecunious /mpr'kju:ntes/ adjective having 
little or no money. u impecuniousness noun. 
impedance /im'pi:d(e)ns/ noun total effective 
resistance of electric circuit etc. to alternating 
current. 
impede /mm'pi:d/ verb (-ding) obstruct; hinder. 
m arrest, bar, be an impediment to, check, clog 
(up), curb, delay, deter, frustrate, get in the way of, 
hamper, handicap, hinder, hold back, hold up, 
keep back, limit, obstruct, oppose, prevent, 
restrain, restrict, retard, sabotage, slow down, 
slow up, stand in the way of, stop, thwart. 


impediment /m'pediment/ noun 1 hindrance. 
2 defect in speech, esp. lisp or stammer. 

a 1 bar, barrier, check, curb, difficulty, 

disadvantage, drag, drawback, encumbrance, . 

hindrance, inconvenience, limitation, obstacle, 

obstruction, restraint, restriction, snag, stumbling 

block. 2 defect, disability, handicap, impairment. 


impedimenta /mpedr'menta/ plural noun 1 
encumbrances. 2 baggage, esp. of army. 

impel /m'pel/ verb (-1l-) 1 drive, force. 2 propel. 

impend /m'pend/ verb 1 be imminent. 2 hang. 
o impending adjective. 

u o impending about to happen, approaching, 

close, coming, foreseeable, forthcoming, 

imminent, looming, menacing, near, threatening. 


impenetrable /m'penttrab(e)!/ adjective? no 


penetrable. 2 inscrutable. 3 inaccessible 
influences etc. o impenetrability noun. ace 
m 1 dense, impassable, impervious, impregna)™ 
resistant, safe, secure, solid, strong, thick. 
inaccessible, incomprehensible, inscrutable, 
unfathomable, colloquial unget-at-able. 


impenitent /im'pentt(a)nt/ adjective not pen” 
tent. o impenitence noun. ent. 2 
imperative /m'perativ/ adjective 1 UTE" 

obligatory. 3 peremptory. 4 Grammar (of mood) 
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expressing command. @ noun 1 Grammar im- 
perative mood. 2 command. 3 essential or 
urgent thing. 
imperceptible /mpə'septıb(ə)l/ adjective 1 not 
perceptible. 2 very slight or gradual. o imper- 
ceptibility noun. imperceptibly adverb. 
n faint, gradual, inaudible, indistinguishable, 
infinitesimal, insignificant, Invisible, microscopic, 
minute, negligible, slight, small, subtle, tiny, 
unclear, undetectable, unnoticeable, vague. 


imperfect /1m'ps:fikt/ adjective 1 not perfect; 
incomplete; faulty. 2 Grammar (of past tense) 
implying action going on but not completed. 
o noun imperfect tense. 0 imperfectly adverb. 

a adjective 1 blemished, broken, chipped, 

cracked, damaged, defective, deficient, faulty, 

flawed, incomplete, incorrect, marred, partial, 

patchy, shop-soiled, spoilt, unfinished, wanting. 


imperfection /mpo'fekS(e)n/ noun 1 imper- 
fectness. 2 fault, blemish. 

u 1 deficiency, inadequacy, incompleteness. 2 
blemish, defect, deficiency, error, failing, fault, 
flaw, foible, frailty, infirmity, peccadillo, 

shortcoming, weakness. 


imperial /m'ptortel/ adjective 1 of empire or 
sovereign state ranking with this. 2ofemperor.3 
majestic. 4 (ofnon-metric weights and measures) 
used by statute in UK. 

imperialism noun imperial system of govern- 
ment etc. 2 (usually derogatory) policy of dom- 
inating other nations by acquisition of depend- 
encies or through trade etc. o imperialist noun 
& adjective. 

imperil /m'per1l/ verb (-ll-; US -1-) endanger. 

imperious /im'piertes/ adjective overbearing, 
domineering. ou imperiously adverb. 

imperishable /um'pertfeb(e)l/ adjective that 
cannot perish. 

impermanent /mm'p3:menent/ adjective not 
permanent. o impermanence noun. 

m changeable, changing, ephemeral, literary 

evanescent, fleeting, inconstant, momentary, 

passing, shifting, short-lived, temporary, 

transient, transitory, unstable. 


impermeable /nm'ps:mrab(9)I/ adjective not 
permeable. o impermeability noun. 
impersonal /um'p3:san(e)l/ adjective 1 having 
or showing no personal feelings. 2 having no per- 
sonal reference; objective. 3 Grammar (of verb) 
used esp. with it as subject. Oimpersonality 
/-nzl-/noun. 

n 1 aloof, detached, distant, remote, stiff, 
unapproachable, unemotional, unfriendly, _ 
unsympathetic, without emotion, wooden. 2 bland, 
businesslike, formal, neutral, objective, official. 


impersonate /tm'ps:sanert/ verb (-tin 
: -ting) 1 
pretend to.be. 2 play part of. o impersonation 
noun. impersonator noun. 
a disguise oneself as, do impressions of, dress 
Up as, imitate, masquerade as, mimic, portray, 
pose as, pretend to be, colloquial take off. 


` imperceptible | implement 


impertinent /tm'ps:tmont/ adjective 1 insolent, 
saucy. 2 irrelevant. cimpertinence noun. 
impertinently adverb. 

m 1 bold, brazen, cheeky, colloquial cocky, cool, 

discourteous, disrespectful, forward, colloquial 

fresh, impolite, impudent, insolent, Insubordinate, 

insulting, irreverent, pert, rude, saucy. 


imperturbable /tmpa'ta:bab(a)l/ adjective not 
excitable; calm. a imperturbability noun. imper- 
turbably adverb. 
impervious /m'ps:vies/ adjective 1 (usually + 
to) impermeable. 2 not responsive. 
1 impermeable, non-porous, waterproof, 
water-repellent, watertight. 2 (impervious to) see 
RESISTANT (RESISTANCE). 


impetigo /mprtaigav/ noun contagious skin 
disease. 


impetuous /m'petjuas/ adjective 1 acting or 
done rashly or suddenly. 2 moving violently or 
fast. o impetuosity /-'ns-/ noun. impetuously 
adverb. 

u 1 abrupt, careless, eager, hasty, headlong, 

hot-headed, Impulsive, incautious, offhand, 

precipitate, quick, rash, reckless, speedy, 

spontaneous, thoughtless, unplanned, 

unpremeditated, unthinking. 


impetus /‘mpttes/ noun 1 moving force; 
momentum. 2 impulse. 
m 1 drive, energy, force, momentum, power, thrust. 
2 boost, drive, encouragement, fillip, force, 
impulse, incentive, inspiration, momentum, 
motivation, push, spur, stimulation, stimulus, 
thrust. 


impiety /m'parətr/ noun (plural -ies) 4 lack of 
piety. 2 act showing this. 
u 1 blasphemy, godlessness, irreverence, 
profanity, sacrilege, sinfulness, ungodliness, 
unrighteousness, wickedness. 2 see sIN noun 1. 


impinge /m'pmd3/ verb (-ging) 4 (usually + on) 
make impact. 2 (usually + upon) encroach. 

impious /'mpəs/ adjective 1 not pious. 2 
wicked. 


8 1 blasphemous, godless, irreligious, irreverent, 
profane, sacrilegious, sinful, unholy. 2 see WICKED 
| 1. 


impish adjective of or like imp; mischievous. 
dimpishly adverb. impishness noun. 

implacable /m'plækəb(ə)l/ adjective not ap- 
peasable. cimplacability moun. implacably 
adverb. ` 

implant verb /m'pla:nt/ 4 insert, fix. 2 instil. 3 
plant. 4 (in passive) (of fertilized ovum) become 
attached to wall of womb. @ noun j'mpla:nt/ 
thing implanted. o implantation noun. 

implausible /m'plo:z1b(e)I/ adjective not plaus- 
ible. o implausibly adverb. 

m doubtful, dubious, far-fetched, feeble, 

improbable, questionable, suspect, 

unconvincing, unlikely, unreasonable, weak. 


implement noun /‘mplment/ tool, utensil. 


implicate | impracticable 


everb |'mplment/ carry into effect. o imple- 
mentation noun. 
a noun apparatus, appliance, contrivance, device, 
gadget, instrument, mechanism, tool, utensil. 
© verb accomplish, achieve, bring about, carry 
; out, effect, enforce, execute, fulfil, perform, put 
into effect, put into practice, realize, try out. 


implicate /‘mplikeit/ verb (-ting) 1 (often + in) 
show (person) to be involved (in crime etc.). 2 
imply. 

1 associate, concern, connect, embroil, 

enmesh, ensnare, entangle, include, incriminate, 

inculpate, involve, show involvement in. 


implication noun 1 thing implied. 2 implying. 
3 implicating. 

u 1 hidden meaning, hint, innuendo, insinuation, 

overtone, purport, significance. 3 association, 

connection, embroilment, entanglement, 

inclusion, involvement. 


implicit /mm'plistt/ adjective 1 implied though 
not expressed. 2 unquestioning. O implicitly 
adverb. 
u 1 hinted at, implied, indirect, inherent, 
insinuated, tacit, understood, undeclared, 
unexpressed, unsaid, unspoken, unstated, 
unvoiced. 2 see ABSOLUTE 1. 


implode /m'pleud/ verb (-ding) (cause to) burst 
inwards. o implosion /mm'pleu3(a)n/ noun. 

implore /m'plo:/ verb (-ring) beg earnestly. 

imply /m'plar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 (often + that) 
insinuate, hint. 2 mean. 

a 1 hint, indicate, insinuate, intimate, point to, 

suggest. 2 see SIGNIFY 1-3. 


impolite /mpə'lart/ adjective uncivil, rude. 
oimpolitely adverb. impoliteness noun. 

m discourteous, disrespectful, ill-bred, 

ill-mannered, impudent, insolent, rude, uncivil, 

vulgar. 


impolitic /mm'polittk/ adjective inexpedient, not 
advisable. o impoliticly adverb. 

imponderable /m'ponderab(a)l/ adjective 1 
that cannot be estimated. 2 very light. © noun 
(usually in plural) imponderable thing. o im- 
ponderability noun. imponderably adverb. 


import verb /1m'po:t/ 4 bring in (esp. forei 
goods) from abroad. 2 eas ee Sun 
[‘mmpo:t/ 1 _article or (in plural) amount 
imported. 2 importing. 3 meaning, implication. 
4 importance. o importation noun. importer 
[“po:te/ noun. 


| m verb 1 bring in, buy in, introduce, ship in. 


important /m'po:t(e)nt/ adjective 1 (often + to) 

of great consequence; momentous. 2 (of person) 
having position of authority or rank. 3 pompous. 
n importance noun. importantly adverb. 

a 1 basic, big, cardinal, central, chief, 
consequential, critical, crucial, epoch-making, 
essential, foremost, fundamental, grave, historic, 
key, main, major, momentous, newsworthy, 
noteworthy, once in a lifetime, outstanding, 
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pressing, primary, principal, rare, 
signal, significant, strategic, ibaa Saou 
valuable, vital, weighty. 2 celebrateg | 22" 
distinguished, eminent, famous, great 
high-ranking, influential, known, leading nore 
noted, powerful, pre-eminent, prominent ble, 
renowned, top-level, well known. z 


importunate, ie pojat adjective maki 

persistent or pressing requests. o im 

-'tju:n-/ noun. pounit 
a demanding, impatient, insistent, Persistent 
pressing, relentless, urgent, unremitting, ` 


importune /mpe'tju:n/ verb (-ning) 4 
(person) with requests. 2 solicit as eae E 


@ 1 ask, badger, harass, hound, pester, colloquial 
plague, plead with, press, solicit, urge. 


impose /mm'pauz/ verb (-sing) 4 enforce compli- 
ance with. 2 (often + on) inflict; lay (tax etc.). 3 (+ 
on, upon) take advantage of. 

u 1, 2 decree, dictate, enforce, exact, fix, foist, 

force, inflict, insist on, introduce, lay, levy, 

prescribe, set; (impose on) See BURDEN verb. 3 

(impose on) see EXPLOIT verb 2. 


imposing adjective impressive, esp. in appear- 
ance. 


l E see IMPRESSIVE. 
imposition /mpo'z1S(9)n/ noun 1 imposing, 
being imposed. 2 unfair demand or burden. 3 tax, 
duty. 
impossible /m'pnsib(e)l/ adjective 1 not pos- 
sible. 2 not easy or convenient. 3 colloquial out- 
rageous, intolerable. o impossibility noun. 
impossibly adverb. 
u 1 hopeless, impracticable, impractical, 
inconceivable, insoluble, insuperable, 
insurmountable, colloquial not on, out of the 
question, unachievable, unattainable, 
unimaginable, unobtainable, unthinkable, 
unviable, unworkable. 


impost /‘mpoust/ noun tax, duty. 

impostor /m'pvstə/ noun (also imposter) 1 
person who assumes false character. 2 swindler. 

imposture /m'pnstfa/ noun fraudulent decep- 
tion. 

impotent /'mpət(ə)nt/ adjective 1 powerless. 2 
(of male) unable to achieve erection of pen 
have sexual intercourse. 0 impotence noun. 

@ 1 debilitated, decrepit, emasculated, erona 1 

helpless, inadequate, incapable, incompetari 

ineffective, ineffectual, inept, infirm, powerle 

unable, weak. 


t 
impound /m'paund/ verb 1 confiscate. 2 shu 


up in pound. 
impoverish /m'povərıf/ verb 
o impoverishment noun. 
impracticable /m'præktıkəb(ə) 
impossible in practice. o impractica 
impracticably adverb. 


m impossible, unachievable, unattainable, 
unworkable, useless. 


make poor- 


adjective 
e noun. 
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impractical /m'præktık(ə)l/ adjective 1 not 
practical. 2 esp. US not practicable. oim- 
practicality /-'kæl-/ noun. 


g 1 academic, idealistic, quixotic, romantic, 

| theoretical, unrealistic, visionary. 
imprecation /mprrkerf(e)n/ noun formal 

curse. 
imprecise /mprr'sars/ adjective not precise. 

n ambiguous, approximate, careless, estimated, 
fuzzy, guessed, hazy, ill-defined, inaccurate, 
inexact, inexplicit, loose, sloppy, undefined, 
unscientific, vague, colloquial waffly, woolly. 


impregnable /m'pregnəb(ə)l/ adjective safe 
against attack. o Impregnability noun. 


impenetrable, invincible, inviolable, 
invulnerable, safe, secure, strong, unassailable, 
unconquerable. 


impregnate /‘mpregneit/ verb (-ting) 1 fill, sat- 
urate. 2 make pregnant. o impregnation noun. 

impresario /mpr'sa:rieu/ noun (plural -s) 
organizer of public entertainments. 

impress verb /mm'pres/ 1 affect or influence 
deeply. 2 arouse admiration or respect in. 3 
(often + on) emphasize. 4 imprint, stamp. © noun 
['mpres/ 1 mark impressed. 2 characteristic 
quality. 

m verb 1 affect, be memorable to, excite, influence, 

inspire, leave its mark on, move, persuade, stick in 

the mind of, stir, touch. 4 emboss, engrave, imprint, 

mark, print, stamp. 


impression /m'pref(ə)n/ noun 1 effect pro- 
duced on mind. 2 belief. 3 imitation of person 
or sound, esp. done to entertain. 4 impressing; 
mark impressed. 5 unaltered reprint of book etc. 
(as opposed to edition). 6 issue of book or news- 
paper etc. 7 print from type or engraving. 
8 1 effect, impact, influence, mark. 2 belief, 
consciousness, fancy, feeling, hunch, idea, 
memory, notion, opinion, recollection, sense, 
suspicion, view. 3 imitation, impersonation, 
mimicry, parody, colloquial take-off. 4 dent, hollow, 
pasts indentation, mark, print, stamp. 5 printing, 
reprin 


impressionable adjective easily influenced. 
a gullible, inexperienced, naive, persuadable, 
receptive, responsive, suggestible, susceptible. 


impressionism noun 1 school of painting con- 
cerned with conveying effect of natural light on 
objects. 2 style of music or writing seeking to 
Convey esp. fleeting feelings or experierice. 
n impressionist noun. impressionistic /-'nis-/ 
adjective. 


impressive /mm'prestv/ adjective arousing 
respect, approval, or admiration. o impres- 
sively adverb. impressiveness noun. 
m affecting, august, awe-inspiring, awesome, 
commanding, distinguished, evocative, exciting, 
formidable, grand, grandiose, great, imposing, 
magnificent, majestic, memorable, moving, 
Powerful, redoubtable, remarkable, splendid, 
Stately, stirring, Striking, touching. 


imprimatur /mpri'ma:ta/ noun 4 licence to 
print. 2 official approval. 


imprint verb /m'print/ 4 (often + on) impress 
firmly, esp. on mind. 2 make impression of 
(figure etc.) on thing. 3 make impression on with 
stamp etc. @zoun /‘mprmt/ 4 impression. 2 
printer’s or publisher’s name in book etc. 
imprison /m'priz(2)n/ verb (-n-) 1 put into 
prison. 2 confine. o imprisonment noun. 
E 1 commit to prison, detain, immure, incarcerate, 
intern, jail, keep in custody, keep under house 
arrest, keep under lock and key, lock away, lock up, 
put away, remand, send down, shut up. 2 box in, 
Cage, confine, coop up, shut in, shut up. 
n imprisonment confinement, custody, 
detention, house arrest, incarceration, internment, 
Jail, remand, restraint. 


improbable /m'probab(e)l/ adjective: not 
likely; difficult to believe. o Improbability noun. 
improbably adverb. ` 

m absurd, doubtful, dubious, far-fetched, hard to 

believe, implausible, incredible, preposterous, 

questionable, unbelievable, unconvincing, 

unexpected, unlikely. 


improbity /m'prəvbıtı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
wickedness. 2 dishonesty. 3 wicked or dishonest 
act. 


impromptu /m'promptju:/ adverb & adjective 
unrehearsed. © oun (plural -s) 1 impromptu 
performance or speech. 2 short, usually solo, 
musical piece, often improvisatory in style. 

a adjective ad lib, extempore, extemporized, 

improvised, impulsive, offhand, off the cuff, on the 

spur of the moment, spontaneous, unplanned, 

unpremeditated, unprepared, unrehearsed, 

unscripted. 


improper /m'propə/ adjective 1 unseemly, 
indecent. 2 inaccurate, wrong. o improperly 


_ adverb. 


m 1ill-judged, ill-timed, impolite, inappropriate, 
indecent, infelicitous, inopportune, offensive, out 
of place, risqué, suggestive, uncalled-for, unfit, 
unseemly, unsuitable, unwarranted. 2 erroneous, 
false, imprecise, inaccurate, incorrect, inexact, 
irregular, mistaken, wrong. 


impropriety /mpre'prareti/ noun (plural -ies) 
4 indecency. 2 instance of this. 3 incorrectness, 
unfitness. 

u 1 immorality, indecency, indelicacy, 

insensitivity, obscenity, rudeness, unseemliness, 

vileness. 3 inappropriateness, incorrectness, 

infelicity, irregularity, unfitness, unsuitability. 


improve /im'pru:v/ verb (-ving) 1 make or 

become better. 2 (+ on) produce something better 

than. 3 (as Improving adjective) giving moral 

benefit. o improvement noun. 
u 1 (business improved) advance, develop, grow, 
increase, look up, progress, take a turn for the 
better; (improve after iliness) convalesce, get 
better, pick up, rally, recover, recuperate, revive, 
strengthen, turn the corner; (improve one’s ways) 
ameliorate, amend, better, correct, enhance, 


improvident | inadmissible 


enrich, mend, polish (up), rectify, refine, reform, 
revise; (improve a home) decorate, extend, 
modernize, recondition, refurbish, renovate, 
repair, touch up, update, upgrade. 

u improvement advance, alteration, 
amelioration, betterment, correction, r 
development, enhancement, extension, facelift, 
gain, increase, lift, modernization, modification, 
progress, rally, recovery, reformation, renovation, 
upswing, upturn. 


improvident /m'provid(ə)nt/ adjective 1 
lacking foresight. 2 wasteful. o improvidence 
noun. improvidently adverb. 

improvise /‘mprevaiz/ verb (-sing) 1 compose 
extempore. 2 provide or construct from ma- 
terials etc. not intended for the purpose. o im- 
provisation noun. improvisational adjective. 
improvisatory /-'zertar1/ adjective. 

a 1 ad lib, extemporize, perform impromptu, play 

(it) by ear, vamp. 2 concoct, contrive, devise, 

invent, make do, make up, throw together. 


imprudent /m'pru:d(e)nt/ adjectiverash, indis- 
creet. o imprudence noun. imprudently adverb. 

impudent /'mpjud(ə)nt/ adjective impertinent. 
o impudence noun. impudently adverb. 

m audacious, bold, cheeky, disrespectful, forward, 

colloquial fresh, impertinent, insolent, pert, 

presumptuous, rude, saucy. 


impugn /m'pju:n/ verb challenge; call in ques- 
tion. 


impulse /'mpals/ noun 1 sudden urge; tendency 
to follow such urges. 2 impelling. 3 impetus. 
n 1 caprice, desire, instinct, urge, whim. 3 drive, 
force, impetus, motive, pressure, push, stimulus, 
thrust. 


impulsive /m'palsıv/ adjective 1 apt to act on 
impulse. 2 done on impulse. 3 tending to impel. 
o impulsively adverb. impulsiveness noun. 
u 1 capricious, emotional, foolhardy, hot-headed, 
impetuous, rash, reckless, unthinking. 2 
automatic, hare-brained, hasty, headlong, 
impromptu, instinctive, intuitive, involuntary, 
madcap, precipitate, rash, reckless, snap, 
spontaneous, sudden, thoughtless, unconscious, 
unplanned, unpremeditated, wild. 


impunity /um'pju:ntt/ noun exemption from 
punishment or injurious consequences. o with 
impunity without punishment etc. 


impure /mm'pjua/ adjective 1 adulterated. 2 dirty. 
3 unchaste. g 
m 1 adulterated, contaminated, defiled, foul, 


infected, polluted, tainted, unclean, unwholesome. 
2 see DIRTY adjective 1.3 see IMMORAL. 


impurity noun (plural -ies) 1 being impure. 2 
impure thing or part. 

m 1 adulteration, contamination, defilement, 
infection, pollution, taint. 2 contaminant, dirt, 
foreign body, pollutant. 


impute /m'pju:t/ verb (-ting) (+ to) ascribe (fault 
etc.) to. o imputation noun. 
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in preposition 1 expressing inclusi ; 
within limits of space, time, Cirus potion 
after (specified period of time). 3 with stead etc. 2 
4 as proportionate part of. 5 with fake to. 
arrangement of. 6 as member of. 7 involved wi h 
8 within ability of. 9 having the condition A 
affected by. 11 having as aim. 12 by means of 45 
meaning. 14 into (with verb of motion : 
change). © adverb 1 expressing position bounded 
by certain limits, or movement to point enclosed 
by them. 2 into room etc. 3 at home etc. 4 so as to 
be enclosed. 5 as part of a publication. 6 in 
fashion, season, or office. 7 (of player etc.) havi 
turn or right to play. 8 (of transport) at Platform 
etc. 9 (of season, harvest, ordered goods, etc.) 
having arrived or been received. 10 (of fire etc.) 
burning. 11 (of tide) at highest point. © adjective 
1 internal; living etc. inside. 2 fashionable. 3 (of 
joke etc.) confined to small group. u in-between 
colloquial intermediate. in-house within an 
institution, company, etc. ins and outs (often + 
of ) details. in so far as to the extent that. in that 
because; in so far as. in-tray tray for incoming 
documents etc. in with on good terms with. 


in. abbreviation inch(es). 
inability /mə'bılıtı/ noun being unable. 


inaccessible /mək'sesrb(ə)l/ adjective 1 not 
accessible. 2 unapproachable. o inaccessibility 
noun. 
m 41 cutoff, deserted, desolate, godforsaken, 
impassable, impenetrable, inconvenient, isolated, 
lonely, outlying, out of reach, out of the way, private, 
remote, solitary, unavailable, unfrequented, 
colloquial unget-at-able, unobtainable, 
unreachable, unusable. 2 aloof, antisocial, 
distant, private, remote, solitary, unapproachable, 
unavailable, unsociable. 


inaccurate /m'ækjurət/ adjective not accurate. 
o inaccuracy noun (plural -ies). inaccurately 
adverb. 

u erroneous, fallacious, false, faulty, flawed, 

imperfect, imprecise, incorrect, inexact, ` 

misleading, mistaken, unfaithful, unreliable, 

unsound, untrue, vague, wrong. 


inaction /m'ekJ(e)n/ noun absence of action. 


inactive /m'ektrv/ adjective not active; not 
operating. o inactivity /-'trv-/ noun. 

m asleep, dormant, hibernating, idle, immobile, 

inanimate, indolent, inert, languid, lazy, lethargic, 

out of action, passive, quiescent, quiet, sedentary, 

sleepy, slothful, slow, sluggish, somnolent, 

torpid, unemployed, unoccupied, vegetating. 


inadequate /m'edikwat/ adjective 1 insuffi- 
cient. 2 incompetent. oinadequacy 7° 
(plural-ies). inadequately adverb. 
u 1 deficient, disappointing, faulty, imperfect, 
incomplete, insufficient, limited, meagre, mean, 
niggardly, colloquial pathetic, scanty, scarce, A 
skimpy, sparse, unacceptable, unsatisfactory. 
incapable, incompetent, ineffective, inept, 
unsuitable. 


inadmissible /mad'mistb(e)l/ adjective not 
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allowable. o inadmissibility noun. inadmissibly 
adverb. 

inadvertent /məd'v3:t(ə)nt/ adjective 1 unin- 
tentional. 2 inattentive. o inadvertence noun. 
inadvertently adverb. 

inadvisable /mad'varzeb(e)l/ adjective not 
advisable. o inadvisability noun. 


a foolish, ill-advised, imprudent, misguided, silly, 
| unsound, unwise. 


inalienable /m'etlienab(e)l/ adjective that 
cannot be transferred to another or taken away. 


inane /r'nem/ adjective 1 silly, senseless. 2 
empty. o inanity /-'næn-/ noun (plural -ies). 

inanimate /m'ænmət/ adjective 1 not endowed 
with animal life. 2 spiritless, dull. 


a 1 dead, insentient, lifeless. 2 colloquial cold, 
dead, dull, lifeless, soulless, spiritless. 


inapplicable - /mə'plrkəb(ə)l/ adjective not 
applicable, irrelevant. o inapplicability noun. 
inapposite /m'zpazit/ adjective not apposite. 
inappropriate /me'praupriat/ adjective not 
appropriate. o inappropriately adverb. inappro- 
priateness noun. 
Dill-judged, ill-suited, ill-timed, improper, 
inapplicable, inapposite, incompatible, 
incongruous, incorrect, inept, inopportune, 
irrelevant, out of place, tactless, tasteless, 
unbecoming, unbefitting, unfit, unseasonable, 
unseemly, unsuitable, unsuited, untimely, wrong. 


inapt /m'ept/ adjective 1 not suitable. 2 unskil- 
ful. o inaptitude noun. 


inarticulate /ma:'tikjolat/ adjective 1 unable to 
express oneself clearly. 2 (of speech) not articu- 
late, indistinct. 3 dumb. 4 not jointed. oin- 
articulately adverb. 
81 faltering, halting, hesitant, mumbling, shy, 
stammering, stuttering. 2 see INCOHERENT. 3 
dumb, mute, silent, speechless, tongue-tied, 
voiceless, 


inartistic /ma:'tistik/ adjective lacking skill in 
art; not appreciating art. 

inasmuch /maz'matj/ adverb (+ as) 1 since, 
because. 2 to the extent that. 


inattentive /ma'tentrv/ adjective 1 not paying 
attention. 2 neglecting to show courtesy. o in- 
attention noun. inattentively adverb. 

a absent-minded, abstracted, colloquial asleep, 
Careless, daydreaming, distracted, dreaming, 
drifting, heedless, in a world of one's own, lacking 
concentration, negligent, preoccupied, remiss, 
slack, thoughtless, unobservant, vague, 
wandering, wool-gathering. 


audible /m'a:drb(e)l/ adjective that cannot be 
eard. o inaudibly adverb. 

m faint, imperceptible, muffled, mumbled, quiet, 
silenced, silent, stifled, undetectable, 
Undistinguishable, unheard. 


inaugural /in'o:gj jecti 
; -gjur(a)l/ adjective of inaugura- 
tion. © noun inaugural speech or lecture. 


inadvertent | incentive 


inaugurate /m's:gjurert/ verb (-ting) 1 admit 
(person) to office. 2 initiate use of or begin with 


ceremony. 3 begin, introduce. o inauguration 
noun. 


inauspicious /ma:'spifes/ adjective 1 not of 
good omen. 2 unlucky. 


inborn ['mbə:n/ adjective existing from birth; 
innate. 


inbred /m'bred/ adjective 1 inborn. 2 produced 
ing. 


by inbreeding. 


inbreeding /m'bri:dm/ noun breeding from 
closely related animals or people. 


inbuilt /mbult/ adjective incorporated as part of 
structure. 


Inc. abbreviation US Incorporated. 


incalculable /m'kælkjuləb(ə)l/ adjective 1 too 

great for calculation. 2 not calculable before- 
hand. 3 uncertain. o incalculability noun. incal- 
culably adverb. 


incandesce /mkzn'des/ verb (-cing) (cause to) 
glow with heat. 


incandescent adjective1 glowing with heat. 2 
shining. 3 (of artificial light) produced by 
glowing filament etc. u iIncandescence noun. 


incantation /mkzn'ters(a)n/ noun spell, 
charm. o incantational adjective. 


incapable /m'kerpab(s)l/ adjective 1 not 
capable. 2 too honest, kind, etc. to do something. 
3 not capable of rational conduct. o incapability 
noun. 

@ 1 clumsy, helpless, impotent, inadequate, 

incompetent, ineffective, ineffectual, inept, 

powerless, stupid, unable, unfit, unqualified, 

colloquial useless, weak. 


incapacitate /mko'pesitert/ verb (-ting) make 
incapable or unfit. 


incapacity /mke'pesiti/ noun 1 inability. 2 
legal disqualification. 


incarcerate /m'ka:sərert/ verb (ting) im- 
prison. o incarceration noun. 


incarnate /m'ka:nət/ adjective in esp. human 
form. 

incarnation /mka:'ner(ə)n/ noun 4 embodi- 
ment in flesh. 2 (the Incarnation) embodiment 
of God in Christ. 3 (often + of) living type (of a 
quality etc.). 

incautious /m'kv:fəs/ adjective rash. 0 incau- 
tiously adverb. 


incendiary /m'sendier1/ adjective 1 (of bomb) 
filled with material for causing fires. 2 of arson. 
3 guilty ofarson. 4 inflammatory. © noun (plural 
-ies) incendiary person or bomb. 

incense’ /‘msens/ noun 1 gum or spice giving 
sweet smell when burned. 2 smoke of this, esp: 
in religious ceremony. 


incense? /m'sens/ verb (-sing) make angry. 


incentive /m'sentiv/ noun 1 motive, incite- 
ment. 2 payment etc. encouraging effort in work. 
@ adjective serving to motivate or incite. 


inception | incoherent 


u noun bait, carrot, encouragement, enticement, 
impetus, incitement, inducement, lure, motivation, 
reward, stimulus, col/oquial sweetener. 


inception /m'sepJ(e)n/ noun beginning. ‘ 
incessant /m'ses(e)nt/ adjective unceasing, 
continual, repeated. u incessantly adverb. 

u ceaseless, chronic, constant, continual, 
continuous, endless, eternal, everlasting, 
interminable, never-ending, non-stop, perennial, 
permanent, perpetual, persistent, relentless, 
unbroken, unceasing, unending, unremitting. 


incest /‘msest/ noun crime ofsexual intercourse 
between people prohibited from i 
because of closeness of their blood relationship. 


incestuous /m'sestjuas/ adjective 1 of or guilty 
of incest. 2 having relationships restricted to a 
particular group etc. 

inch noun 1 twelfth of (linear) foot (2.54 cm). 2 
this used as unit of map-scale (e.g. 1 inch to 1 
mile) or as unit of rainfall (= 1 inch depth of 
water). @verb move gradually. o every inch 
entirely. within an inch of one’s life almost to 
death. 


inchoate /m'kevert/ adjective 1 just begun. 2 
undeveloped. o inchoation noun. 


incidence /‘msid(9)ns/ moun 1 range, scope, 
extent, manner, or rate of occurrence. 2 falling 
of line, ray, particles, etc. on surface. 3 coming 
into contact with thing. 


incident /'msıd(ə)nt/ noun 1 event, occurrence. 
2 violent episode, civil or military. 3 episode in 
play, film, etc. © adjective 1 (often + to) apt to 
occur, naturally attaching. 2 (often + on, upon) 
(of light etc.) falling. 

u noun 1 colloquial affair, circumstance, episode, 

event, fact, happening, occasion, occurrence, 

proceeding. 2 accident, commotion, 

confrontation, disturbance, fight, colloquial 

kerfuffle, scene, to-do, upset. 3 episode, scene. 


incidental /msr'dent(ə)l/ adjective (often + to) 1 
minor, supplementary. 2 happening by chance. 
Snot essential. o incidental music music played 
during or between scenes of play, film, etc. 

m 1 attendant, minor, secondary, subordinate, 
subsidiary, supplementary. 2 accidental, 
adventitious, casual, chance, fortuitous, odd, 
random, serendipitous, unplanned. 3 
dispensable, inessential, insignificant, 
non-essential. 


incidentally adverb 1 by the way. 2 in an incid- 
ental way. 

incinerate /m'smorett/ verb (-ti 

ashes. o incineration ae Se are 


incinerator noun furnace or device for incin- 
eration. 


incipient /m'siprent, ecti i 
PAEA | adjective beginning; in 


m beginning, developing, early, embryonic, 
growing, new, rudimentary, starting. 


incise /m'sarz/ verb (-sing) 1 make cut in. 2 
engrave. 


E. 
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incision /m'sız(ə)n/ noun 4 
surgeon. 2 cut. cutting, esp. by 
incisive /m'saisrv/ adjective 1 
effective. o incisiveness ia harp. 2clearang 
s acute, clear, concise, cutting, decisive, dire 


penetrating, percipient, precise, sh 
trenchant. arp, telling, 


incisor /m'saiza/ noun cutting-tooth 
front of mouth. mgt esp. at 


incite /m'sart/ verb (-ting) (often + 

stir up. o incitement Hoani Si BAAT Ss 
m awaken, encourage, excite, fire, foment 
inflame, inspire, prompt, provoke, rouse, Spur on, 
stimulate, stir, urge, whip up, work up. : 


incivility /msr'viltti/ noun (plural -ies) 4 rude. 
ness. 2 impolite act. 


inclement /m'klement/ adjective (of weather) 
severe, stormy. 0 inclemency noun. 


inclination /mklr'nerf(ə)n/ noun 4 propensity, 
2 liking, affection. 3 slope, slant. 

m 1 bent, bias, disposition, habit, instinct, leaning, 

penchant, predisposition, proclivity, propensity, 

readiness, tendency, trend, willingness. 2 

affection, desire, fondness, liking, partiality, 

penchant, predilection, preference. 


incline verb /m'klam/ (-ning) 1 (usually in 
passive) dispose, influence; have specified tend- 
ency. 2 be disposed; tend. 3 (cause to) lean or 
bend. @ noun /‘mklam/ slope. 
m verb 1 dispose, influence, lead, predispose; 
(inclined) see LIABLE 4-5. 3 angle, ascend, bank, 
bend, bow, descend, drop, gravitate, lean, rise, 
slant, slope, tend, tilt, tip, veer. © noun acclivity, 
ascent, declivity, descent, drop, grade, gradient, 
hill, pitch, ramp, rise, slope. 


include /m'klu:d/ verb (-ding) comprise; regard 
or treat as part of whole. o inclusion /-3(2)n/ 
noun. 

B add in, allow for, combine, comprehend, 

comprise, consist of, contain, count, cover, 

embody, embrace, encompass, incorporate, 

involve, make room for, subsume, take in, take 

into account. 


inclusive /m'klu:stv/ adjective 1 (often + o 
including. 2 including the limits stated. 3 a 
prehensive. 4 including all accessory pay™ 
o inclusively adverb. inclusiveness noun. 5 

incognito /mkng'ni:tev/ adjective & pats 
with one’s name or identity concealed, 4 re 
(plural -s) 1 person who is incognito. 
tended identity. 


incoherent /mkau‘hierant/ adjective 1 unin 
ligible. 2 lacking logic or consistency. 310 
n incoherence noun. incoherently adver’. 
m confused, disconnected, disjointed, ical 
disordered, disorganized, garbled, illog it 
inarticulate, incomprehensible, inconsis ml ng: 
irrational, jumbled, mixed up, muddled, r igible: 
scrambled, unclear, unconnected, uninte 
unstructured, unsystematic. 
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incombustible /mkem’bastib(e)l/ adjective 
that cannot be burnt. 


u fireproof, fire-resistant, flameproof, 
| non-flammable. 


income /‘mkam/ noun money received, esp. 
periodically, from work, investments, etc. 
o income tax tax levied on income. 

u earnings, gain, interest, pay, pension, proceeds, 

profits, receipts, return, revenue, salary, takings, 

wages. 


incoming adjective 1 coming in. 2 succeeding 
another. 

a 1 approaching, arriving, entering, coming, 

landing, returning, rising (tide). 2 new, next, 

succeeding. 


incommensurable /mkə'menfərəb(ə)l/ ad- 
jective 4 (often + with) not comparable in size, 
value, etc. 2 having no common factor. o incom- 
mensurability noun. 


incommensurate /mke'menferet/ adjective 1 
(often + with, to) out of proportion; inadequate. 2 
incommensurable. 


incommode /mkə'məud/ verb (-ding) formal 1 
inconvenience. 2 trouble, annoy. 


incommodious /mko'moudies/ adjective 
formal too small for comfort; inconvenient. 


incommunicable /mkə'mju:nıkəb(ə)l/ adjec- 
tive that cannot be shared or communicated. 


incommunicado /mkemju:nrka:dau/ adjec- 
tive 1 without means of communication. 2 in 
solitary confinement. ` 


incomparable /m'kompərəb(ə)l/ adjective 
without an equal; matchless. o incomparability 
noun. incomparably adverb. 


incompatible /mkəm'pætıb(ə)l/ adjective not 
compatible. u incompatibility noun. 

u antipathetic, at variance, clashing, conflicting, 

contradictory, contrasting, different, discordant, 

discrepant, incongruous, inconsistent, 
irreconcilable, mismatched, opposed, unsuited. 


incompetent /m'komprt(ə)nt/ adjective 4 
inept; showing lack of skill. 2 (often + to) lacking 
the necessary skill; not legally qualified. o in- 
Competence noun. 

1 1 bungled, inadequate, inept, inexpert, 

unacceptable, unsatisfactory, unskilful, colloquial 

useless. 2 bungling, clumsy, feckless, gauche, 
helpless, hopeless, incapable, ineffective, 
ineffectual, inefficient, inexperienced, maladroit, 
unfit, unqualified, unskilled, untrained. 


incomplete /mkem'pli:t/ adjective not com- 
plete. o incompleteness noun. 

m abbreviated, abridged, bitty, deficient, edited, 
expurgated, fragmentary, imperfect, insufficient, 
Partial, selective, shortened, colloquial sketchy, 
unfinished, unpolished, wanting. 


incomprehensible /mkomprrhensib(e)l/ 
adjective that cannot be derstood e) 


incombustible | inconspicuous 


m abstruse, arcane, baffling, beyond 
comprehension, cryptic, deep, enigmatic, 
esoteric, illegible, impenetrable, indecipherable, 
meaningless, mysterious, mystifying, obscure, 
opaque, perplexing, puzzling, recondite, strange, 
too difficult, unclear, unfathomable, unintelligible. 


incomprehension /mkomprr'henȘ(ə)n/ noun 
failure to understand. 


inconceivable /mkoen'si:vab(e)l/ adjective that 
cannot be imagined. o inconceivably adverb. 

a implausible, incredible, colloquial 

mind-boggling, staggering, unbelievable, 

undreamed-of, unimaginable, unthinkable. 


inconclusive /mkən'klu:srv/ adjective (ofargu- 
ment etc.) not convincing or decisive. 

u ambiguous, equivocal, indecisive, indefinite, 

open, open-ended, questionable, uncertain, 

unconvincing, unresolved, up in the air. 


incongruous /m'kongruas/ adjective 1 out of 

place; absurd. 2 (often + with) out of keeping. 

o incongruity /-‘gru:tti/ noun (plural -tes). 

Incongruously adverb. 
u absurd, clashing, conflicting, contrasting, 
discordant, ill-matched, ill-suited, inappropriate, 
incompatible, inconsistent, irreconcilable, 
nonsensical, odd, out of keeping, out of place, 
preposterous, surprising, uncoordinated, 
unsuited. 


inconsequent /m'konsikwant/ adjective 1 
irrelevant. 2 not following logically. 3 discon- 
nected. o inconsequence noun. 


inconsequential /mkonsr'kwenJ(s)l/ adjec- 
tive 1 unimportant. 2 inconsequent. o incon- 
sequentially adverb. 


inconsiderable /mkən'sıdərəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 
of small size, value, etc. 2 not worth considering. 
dinconsiderably adverb. 


inconsiderate /mkoen'siderat/ adjective 1 not 
considerate of others. 2 thoughtless. o inconsid- 
erately adverb. inconsiderateness noun. 
m 1 insensitive, intolerant, negligent, rude, 
self-centred, selfish, tactless, thoughtless, 
uncaring, unconcerned, unfriendly, ungracious, 
unhelpful, unkind, unsympathetic, unthinking. 2 
careless, heedless, negligent, thoughtless, 
unthinking. 


inconsistent /mkoen'sist(9)nt/ adjective 1 not 
consistent, variable. 2 (often + with) not compat- 
ible; not in keeping. inconsistency noun 
(plural -ies). inconsistently adverb. 
m 1 capricious, changeable, erratic, fickle, 
inconstant, patchy, unpredictable, unreliable, 
unstable, colloquial up and down, variable. 2 see 
INCOMPATIBLE. 


inconsolable /mken'sauleb(s)l/ adjective that 
cannot be consoled. u inconsolably adverb. 


inconspicuous /mken'spikjuas/ adjective not 
conspicuous; not easily noticed. o inconspicu- 
ously adverb. inconspicuousness noun. 


inconstant | incubator 


m camouflaged, concealed, discreet, hidden, 
insignificant, in the background, invisible, modest, 
ordinary, out of sight, plain, restrained, retiring, 
self-effacing, small, unassuming, unobtrusive, 
unostentatious. 


inconstant /m'konst(a)nt/ adjective 1 fickle. 2 
variable. o inconstancy noun (plural -ies). 


incontestable /mkən'testəb(ə)l/ adjective that 
cannot be disputed. o incontestably adverb. 


incontinent /m'kontment/ adjective 1 unable 
to control bowels or bladder. 2 lacking self- 
restraint. o incontinence noun. 
incontrovertible /mkontra'vs:tib(e)l/ adjec- 
tive indisputable. o incontrovertibly adverb. 
inconvenience /mkoen'vi:niens/ noun 1 lack 
of ease or comfort; trouble. 2 cause or instance of 
this. @ verb (-cing) cause inconvenience to. 
n noun 1 bother, discomfort, trouble. 2 
annoyance, bother, discomfort, disruption, 
drawback, encumbrance, hindrance, impediment, 
irritation, nuisance, trouble. © verb annoy, bother, 
disturb, formalincommode, irk, irritate, put out, 
trouble. 


inconvenient adjective 1 causing trouble, dif- 
ficulty, or discomfort. 2 awkward. o inconveni- 
ently adverb. 
m 1 annoying, bothersome, difficult, 
embarrassing, ill-timed, inopportune, irksome, 
irritating, colloquial tiresome, troublesome, 
unsuitable, untimely, untoward. 2 awkward, 
burdensome, cumbersome, troublesome, 
unwieldy. 


incorporate verb /m'ko:pərert/ (-ting) 1 in- 
clude as part or ingredient. 2 (often + in, with) 
unite (in one body). 3 admit as member of 
company etc. 4 (esp. as incorporated adjective) 
constitute as legal corporation. © adjective 
/m'ko:peret/ incorporated. a incorporation 
noun. 

u verb 1 admit, combine, comprehend, comprise, 

consist of, contain, embody, embrace, i 

encompass, include, involve, mix in, subsume, 

take in, unite. 2 see UNITE 1. 


incorporeal /mko:'po:riel/ adjective without 
substance or material existence. o incorpor- 
eally adverb. 


incorrect /mke'rekt/ adjective 1 untrue, inac- 
curate. 2 improper, unsuitable. ü incorrectly 
adverb. incorrectness noun. 

a 1 erroneous, fallacious, false, faulty, imprecise, 

inaccurate, inexact, misleading, mistaken, 

specious, untrue, wrong. 2 see INAPPROPRIATE. 


incorrigible /m‘kor1d3ib(e)l/ adjective 1 that 
cannot be corrected or improved. 2 incurably 
bad. o incorrigibility noun. incorrigibly adverb. 
m 1 confirmed, dyed in the wool, habitual, 
hardened, hopeless, impenitent, incurable, 
intractable, inveterate, irredeemable, obdurate, 
shameless, unalterable, unreformable, 
unrepentant. 2 see NAUGHTY 1, WICKED 1. 


incorruptible /mkə'raptib(ə)l/ adjective 1 that 


a 
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cannot decay. 2 that cannot be co 
dincorruptibility noun. incorruptibly adverb, 

u 1 see EVERLASTING 1. 2 honest, honourable 1. 
moral, sound, true, trustworthy, unbribable S, just, 
upright. 9 


increase verb /m'kri:s/ (-sing) become or 
greater or more numerous. © noun ['mkri:s/ 
growth, enlargement. 2 (of people, animals l 
plants) multiplication. 3 increased amount u S 
the increase increasing. per 
n verb add to, advance, amplify, augment 
broaden, build up, develop, pepe bial 
expand, extend, gain, get bigger, grow, improve, 
intensify, lengthen, magnify, make bigger, : 
maximize, multiply, proliferate, Prolong, put up, 
raise, snowball, spread, step up, strengthen, 
stretch, swell, wax, widen. © noun 1 addition, 
amplification, augmentation, boost, build-up, 
Music crescendo, development, enlargement, 
escalation, expansion, extension, gain, growth, 
inflation, intensification, rise, spread, upsurge, 
upturn. 2 growth, multiplication, proliferation, 
spread. 3 addition, extension, gain, growth, 
increment, rise. 


increasingly /m'kri:sıylı/ adverb more and 
more. 


incredible /m'kredib(e)l/ adjective 4 that 
cannot be believed. 2 colloquial surprising; 
extremely good. o incredibility noun. incredibly 
adverb. : 

g 1 beyond belief, far-fetched, implausible, 

impossible, improbable, inconceivable, 

miraculous, surprising, unbelievable, 

unconvincing, unimaginable, unlikely, untenable, 

unthinkable. 2 see EXTRAORDINARY 1,2. 


incredulous /m'kredjules/ adjective unwilling 
to believe; showing disbelief. o incredulity 
/mkri'dju:litr/ noun. incredulously adverb. 

a disbelieving, distrustful, doubtful, dubious, 

mistrustful, questioning, sceptical, suspicious, 

unbelieving, unconvinced. 


increment /mkrment/ noun 1 amount of 
increase. 2 added amount. cincremental 
/-‘ment(a)l/ adjective. J 
incriminate /m'krmmett/ verb (-ting) 1 indi- 
cate as guilty. 2 charge with crime. 0 incrimin- 
ation noun. incriminatory adjective. _ 2 
1 blame, embroil, implicate, inculpate, involve. 
accuse, charge, inculpate, indict. 


incrustation /mkras'terf(e)n/ noun ( 


‘also 

encrustation) 1 encrusting, being encrusted. 2 
crust, hard coating. 3 deposit on surface. ; 

incubate /'mkjubert/ verb (-ting) 1 hatch EH 
by sitting on them or by artificial heat. 2 
(bacteria etc.) to develop. 3 develop slowly- 


incubation noun 1 incubating, being ne 
bated. 2 period between infection and ap? 


ance of first symptoms. th 

incubator noun apparatus providing wT 
for hatching eggs, rearing premature babtes, 
developing bacteria. 
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incubus /‘mkjubas/ noun (plural -buses or -bi 
/-bar/) 1 demon or male spirit formerly believed 
to have sexual intercourse with sleeping women. 
2 nightmare. 3 oppressive person or thing. 

inculcate /‘mkalkeit/ verb (-ting) (often + upon, 
in) urge; impress persistently. o inculcation 
noun. 

inculpate /‘mkalpert/ verb involve in charge; 
accuse. 

incumbency /m'kambonsi/ noun (plural -ies) 
office or tenure of incumbent. 

incumbent /m'kambent/ adjective 1 lying, 
pressing. 2 currently holding office. @ noun 
holder of office, esp. benefice. o it is incumbent 
ona person (+ to do) it is a person’s duty. 


incur /m'ks:/ verb (-rr-) bring on oneself. 


u earn, expose oneself to, get, lay oneself open 
| to, provoke, run up, suffer. 


incurable /m'kjuərəb(ə)l/ adjective that cannot 
be cured. © noun incurable person. o incurabil- 
ity noun. incurably adverb. 
m adjective (incurable disease) fatal, hopeless, 
inoperable, irremediable, irreparable, terminal, 
untreatable; (incurable flirt) incorrigible, 
irredeemable, unreformable. 


incurious /m'kjuortes/ adjective lacking curios- 
ity. 

incursion /m‘k3:J(9)n/ noun invasion; sudden 
attack. o incursive adjective. 

indebted /m'detid/ adjective (usually + to). 
owing money or gratitude. oindebtedness 
noun. 


u beholden, bound, grateful, obliged, thankful, 
under an obligation. 


indecent /m'di:s(a)nt/ adjective 1 offending 
against decency. 2 unbecoming; unsuitable. 
Uindecent assault sexual attack not involving 
rape. 0 indecency noun. indecently adverb. 
E 1 blue, coarse, crude, dirty, immodest, impolite, 
improper, impure, indelicate, insensitive, 
colloquial jocular naughty, obscene, offensive, 
risqué, colloquial rude, sexy, smutty, suggestive, 
titillating, unprintable, unrepeatable, vulgar. 2 see 
INDECOROUS 1. 


indecipherable /mdrsarfereb(e)l/ adjective 
that cannot be deciphered. 


indecision /mdr'six(2)n/ noun inability to 
decide; hesitation. 


indecisive /mdr'satstv/ adjective 4 irresolute. 2 
not conclusive. nindecisively adverb. indeci- 
Siveness noun. 
a1 doubtful, equivocal, evasive, hesitant, in two 

minds, irresolute, undecided. 2 see INDEFINITE 1. 


indecorous /m'dekeres/ adjective 1 improper, 
anal: 2 in bad taste. cindecorously 


E 1 churlish, ill-bred, improper, inappropriate, 
indecent, unbecoming, uncouth, undignified, 
unseemly. 2 in bad taste, indelicate, offensive, 
tasteless, vulgar. 


incubus | indentation 


indeed /m'di:d/ adverb 1 in truth; really. 2 
admittedly. © interjection: expressing irony, 
incredulity, etc. 


indefatigable /mdr'feetigab(e)l/ adjective 
wearying; unremitting. o indefatigably 
verb. 


indefeasible /mdr'fi:zib(ə)l/ adjective literary 
(esp. ofclaim, rights, etc.) that cannot be forfeited 
or annulled. 


indefensible /mdrfensib(s)l/ adjective that 
cannot be defended. oindefensibility noun. 
indefensibly adverb. 
u inexcusable, insupportable, unjustifiable, 
unpardonable, unreasonable, unsound, 
untenable, vulnerable, weak, wrong. 


indefinable /mdrfamab(e)l/ adjective that 
canno be defined; mysterious. o indefinably 
verb. 


indefinite /m'defmrt/ adjective 4 vague, un- 
defined. 2 unlimited. 3 (of adjectives, adverbs, 
and pronouns) not determining the person etc. 
referred to. o indefinite article word (a, an in 
English) placed before noun and meaning ‘one, 
some, any’. 

u 1 ambiguous, blurred, confused, dim, general, 

ill-defined, imprecise, indecisive, indeterminate, 

inexact, inexplicit, neutral, obscure, uncertain, 

unclear, undefined, unsettled, unspecific, 

unspecified, unsure, vague. 


indefinitely adverb 1 for an unlimited time. 2 
in an indefinite manner. 


indelible /m'delib(2)l/ adjective 1 that cannot be 
rubbed out or removed. 2 permanent. o indelibly 
adverb. 
n 1 fast, fixed, indestructible, ineradicable, 
ingrained, lasting, unfading, unforgettable. 2 see 
PERMANENT. 


indelicate /m'delikat/ adjective 1 coarse, unre- 
fined. 2 tactless. o indelicacy noun (plural-ies). 
indelicately adverb. 


indemnify /m'demntfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 (often 
+ against, from) secure against loss or legal 
responsibility. 2 (often + for) exempt from 
penalty. 3 compensate. 0 indemnification noun. 

indemnity /m'demniti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
compensation for damage. 2 sum exacted by 
victor in war. 3 security against damage or loss. 
4 exemption from penalties. 


indent verb /m'dent/ 1 make or impress notches, 
dents, or recesses in. 2 set back (beginning of 
line) inwards from margin. 3 draw up (legal 
document) in duplicate. 4 (often + for) make 
requisition. @ noun /‘mdent/ 1 order (esp. from 
abroad) for goods. 2 official requisition for 
stores. 3 indented line. 4 indentation. 5 inden- 
ture. 

indentation /mden'te1J(3)n/ noun 1 indenting, 
being indented. 2 notch. 

m 2 cut, dent, depression, dimple, dip, furrow, 

groove, hollow, indent, mark, nick, notch, pit, 

recess, score, serration, tooth-mark, zigzag. 


indenture | indigenous 


indenture /m'dentJoa/ noun 1 (usually inplural) 
sealed agreement. 2 formal list, certificate, etc. 
© verb (-ring) historical bind by indentures, esp. 
as apprentice. 
independent /mdrpend(e)nt/ adjective 1 (often 
+ of) not depending on authority. 2 (often + af) 
self-governing. 3 not depending _on another 
person for one’s livelihood or opinions. 4 (of 
income) making it unnecessary to earn one’s 
livelihood. 5 unwilling to be under obligation to 
others. 6 not depending on something else for 
validity etc. 7 not belonging to social, political, 
or religious organization. 8 (of institution) not 
supported by public funds. © noun politician etc. 
independent of any political party. o independ- 
ence noun. independently adverb. 
n adjective 2 autonomous, liberated, neutral, 
non-aligned, self-determining, self-governing, 
sovereign. 3, 5 footloose, free, freethinking, 
individualistic, open-minded, self-confident, 
self-reliant, unbeholden, uncommitted, 
unconventional, untrammelled, without ties. 7 
nonconformist, non-partisan, unaffiliated, 
unbiased, unprejudiced. 8 non-governmental, 
private. o independence autarchy, autonomy, 
freedom, home rule, individualism, liberty, 
nonconformity, self-confidence, 
self-determination, self-government, self-reliance, 
self-rule, self-sufficiency, sovereignty. 


indescribable /mdr'skratbeb(e)l/ adjective 4 
beyond description. 2 that cannot be described; 
vague. o indescribably adverb. 

u 1 beyond words, indefinable, inexpressible, 
colloquial stunning, unspeakable, unutterable. 2 
See VAGUE 1. 


indestructible /mdr'straktib(e)l/ adjective - 
that cannot be destroyed. oindestructibility 
noun. indestructibly adverb. 

a durable, enduring, eternal, everlasting, 

immortal, imperishable, ineradicable, lasting, 

permanent, shatter-proof, solid, strong, tough, 

toughened, unbreakable. 


indeterminable /mdr'ts:mmeb(e)]/ adjective 
that cannot be ascertained or settled. 


indeterminate /mdr'ts:mmoat/ adjective 4 not 
fixed in extent, character, etc. 2 vague. o inde- 
terminacy noun. 


index ['mdeks/ noun (plural -es or indices 
['mdısi:z/) 1 alphabetical list of subjects etc. with 
references, usually at end of book. 2 card index. 
3 measure of prices or wages compared with a 
previous month, year, etc. 4 Mathematics expo- 
nent. @ verb 1 furnish (book) with index. 2 enter 
in index. 3 relate (wages, investment income, 
etc.) to a price index. o index finger finger next 
i ps index-linked related to value of price 
lex. 
m noun 1 catalogue, directory, uide, key, listi 
register, table (of contents). Base atin on s 


Indian /‘mdren/ noun 1 native or national of 
India. 2 person of Indian descent. 3 (in full Amer- 
ican Indian) original inhabitant of America. 
@ adjective 1 of India. 2 of the subcontinent com- 


a 
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prising India, Pakistan, and Ban; 
original inhabitants of America, a ina ffthe 
maize. Indian file single file. Indian ink 1 bis 
pigment. 2 ink made from this. Indian sie" 
1 period of calm dry warm weather in wa 
autumn. 2 happy tranquil period late in life. te 

indiarubber noun rubber, esp. fi 

pencil marks etc. Bor rubbing out 


indicate /‘mdikert/ verb (-ting) 1 
make known; show. 2 state pricey. 3 wa 
4 require, call for. 5 give as reading or measure. 
ment. 6 point by hand. 7 usea vehicle’s indicator 
o indication noun. 5 
u 1, 2 announce, communicate, convey, 
designate, display, express, give notice of, 
intimate, make known, manifest, notify, point out 
register, reveal, say, show, signal, signify, specify, 
spell out, suggest, warn. 3 betoken, denote, 
designate, evidence, express, imply, mean, 
signify, spell, stand for, symbolize. 5 display, read, 
record, register, show. 6, 7 point, signal. 
o indication augury, clue, evidence, forewarning, 
hint, inkling, intimation, omen, portent, sign, 
signal, suggestion, symptom, token, warning. 


indicative /m'drkətıv/ adjective 1 (+ of ) sug 
gestive; giving indications of. 2 Grammar (of 
mood) stating thing as fact. © noun 1 Grammar 
indicative mood. 2 verb in this mood. 


indicator noun 1 flashing light on vehicle 
showing direction in which it is about to turn. 2 
person or thing that indicates. 3 device indicat- 
ing condition of machine etc. 4 recording instru- 
ment. 5 board giving current information. 

@ 2 index, marker, needle, pointer, sign, signal. 3, 

4clock, dial, display, gauge, instrument, meter. 5 

board, screen. 


indices plural of INDEX. 

indict /m'dart/ verb accuse formally by legal 
process. : 

indictable adjective 4 (of an offence) rendering 
person liable to be indicted. 2 so liable. 


indictment noun 1 indicting. 2 accusation. a 
document containing this. 4 thing that serves 
condemn or censure. s 


indifference /m'difrens/ noun 1 lack of inter- 
estor attention. 2 unimportance. 


indifferent adjective 4 (+ to) showing ni 

ence to. 2 neither good nor bad. 3 of poor q 

or ability. o indifferently adverb. 
m 1 aloof, apathetic, blasé, bored, casual, cold, 
cool, detached, disputed disinterested, i 
dispassionate, distant, half-hearted, inpet " 
impassive, incurious, insouciant, neutral, 
nonchalant, non-partisan, not bothered, objective: 
uncaring, unconcerned, unemotional, 
unenthusiastic, unexcited, unimpressed, 
uninterested, uninvolved, unmoved. 2 derate, 
commonplace, fair, mediocre, middling, mo 
nondescript, ordinary, undistinguished, 
unexciting. 3 see POOR 3. 


i to) 
indigenous /m'didsmas/ adjective (often + 
native or belonging naturally to a place. 
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indigent /‘mdids(e)nt/ adjective formal needy, 
poor. o indigence noun. 

indigestible /mdrdzestib(ə)l/ adjective diffi- 
cult or impossible to digest. 

` indigestion /mdrdsest{(e)n/ noun 1 difficulty 

in digesting food. 2 pain caused by this. 
g dyspepsia, flatulence, heartburn. 


indignant /m'dıgnənt/ adjective feeling or 
showing indignation. o indignantly adverb. 
u slang aerated, angry, annoyed, cross, 
disgruntled, exasperated, furious, heated, hot 
under the collar, infuriated, in high dudgeon, irate, 
irked, irritated, colloquial livid, colloquial mad, ` 
colloquial miffed, colloquial peeved, piqued, 
provoked, put out, colloquial riled, sore, up in 
arms, upset, vexed. 


indignation /mdig'netS(e)n/ noun anger at sup- 
posed injustice etc. 

indignity /m‘dignitt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 hu- 
miliating treatment. 2 insult. 

indigo /‘mdigau/ noun (plural -s) 1 deep 
violet-blue. 2 dye of this colour. 

indirect /mdar'rekt/ adjective 1 not going 
straight to the point. 2 (of route etc.) not straight. 
o indirect object word or phrase representing 
person or thing affected by action of verb but not 
acted on (see panel at oBJECcT). indirect speech 
reported speech. indirect tax tax on goods and 
services, not income. u indirectly adverb. 

u 1 ambiguous, backhanded, circumlocutory, 

disguised, equivocal, euphemistic, evasive, 

implicit, implied, oblique. 2 circuitous, devious, 

erratic, long, meandering, oblique, roundabout, 

roving, tortuous, twisting, winding, zigzag. 


indiscernible /mdr'ss:n1b(e)l/ adjective that 
cannot be discerned. 
indiscipline, /m'disrplm/ noun lack of discip- 
e. 


indiscreet /mdr'skri:t/ adjective not discreet; 
injudicious, unwary. o indiscreetly adverb. 

a Careless, foolish, ill-advised, ill-considered, 
ill-judged, impolite, impolitic, incautious, 
injudicious, insensitive, tactless, undiplomatic, 
unguarded, unthinking, unwise. 


indiscretion /mdr'skres(a)n/ noun indiscreet 
conduct or action. 

indiscriminate /mdrskrmmət/ adjective 1 
making no distinctions. 2 done or acting at 
random. a indiscriminately adverb. 

m 1 uncritical, undiscerning, undiscriminating, 

uninformed, unperceptive, unselective. 2 aimless, 

Careless, casual, confused, desultory, general, 

haphazard, hit-and-miss, miscellaneous, mixed, 

Promiscuous, random, undifferentiated, 

unplanned, unsystematic, wholesale. 


indispensable /mdr'spensab(e)l/ adjective 
t cannot be dispensed with; necessary. 

Oindispensably adverb. 

n basic, central, compulsory, crucial, essential, 

mperative, important, key, mandatory, necessary, 

needed, obligatory, required, requisite, vital. 


indigent | Indo-European 


indisposed /mdr'spəuzd/ adjective 1 slightly 
unwell. 2 averse, unwilling. o indisposition 
[-spa'zrf(e)n/ noun. 

indisputable /mdr'spju:tab(e)l/ adjective that 
cannot be disputed. o indisputably adverb. 

5 absolute, accepted, acknowledged, axiomatic, 

beyond doubt, certain, clear, definite, evident, 

incontestable, incontrovertible, indubitable, 

irrefutable, positive, proved, proven, self-evident, 

sure, unanswerable, unarguable, undeniable, 


. | undisputed, undoubted, unimpeachable, 


unquestionable. 


indissoluble /mdr'svljub(e)l/ adjective 1 that 
cannot be dissolved. 2 lasting, stable. o indis- 
solubly adverb. 


indistinct /mdr'stmkt/ adjective 1 not distinct. 
2 confused, obscure. o indistinctly adverb. 

@ 2 (indistinct shapes) bleary, blurred, confused, 

dim, dull, faint, fuzzy, hazy, ill-defined, indefinite, 

misty, obscure, shadowy, unclear, vague; 

(indistinct sounds) deadened, muffled, mumbled, 

muted, slurred, unintelligible, woolly. 


indistinguishable /mdr'stmgwifab(e)l/ ad- 
jective (often + from) not distinguishable. 
m alike, identical, interchangeable, the same, twin, 
undifferentiated. 


indite /m'dart/ verb (-ting) formal or jocular 1 
put into words. 2 write (letter etc.). 
individual /mdr'vid3uel/ adjective 4 of, for, or 
characteristic of single person or thing. 2 having 
distinct character. 3 particular. 4 designed for 
use by one person. 5 single; separate. @ noun 1 
single member of class, group, etc. 2 single 
human being. 3 colloquial person. 4 distinctive 
person. 
m adjective 1-3 characteristic, different, distinct, 
distinctive, exclusive, idiosyncratic, 
individualistic, particular, peculiar, personal, 
private, singular, special, specific, unique. 4 
personal, private, separate, single. © noun 24 
see PERSON 1. 


individualism noun 1 social theory favouring 
free action by individuals. 2 being independent 
or different. o individualist noun. individual- 
istic /“lis-/ adjective. 

individuality /mdrvidgu'elt/ noun 1 indi- 
vidual character, esp. when strongly marked. 2 
separate existence. 

individualize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 
give individual character to. 2 (esp. as individu- 
alized adjective) personalize. 

individually adverb 1 one by one. 2 personally. 
3 distinctively. 

indivisible /mdr'vizib(e)l/ adjective not divis- 
ible. 

indoctrinate /m'doktrmert/ verb (-ting) teach 
to accept a particular belief uncritically. 
o indoctrination noun. 


| u brainwash, instruct, re-educate, teach, train. 


Indo-European /mdaujuare'pren/ adjective 1 
of family of languages spoken over most of 


indolent | inefficient 


Europe and Asia as far as N. India. 2 of hypothet- 
ical parent language of this family. enoun 1 
Indo-European family of languages. 2 hypothet- 
ical parent language of these. 

indolent /‘mdelent/ adjective lazy; averse to 
exertion. o indolence noun. indolently adverb. 

indomitable /m'domitab(e)l/ adjective uncon- 
querable; unyielding. o indomitability /-'biliti/ 
noun. indomitably adverb. 

indoor /'mdə:/ adjective done etc. in building or 
under cover. 

indoors /m'də:z/ adverb in(to) a building. 

indubitable /m'dju:brtəb(ə)l/ adjective that 
cannot be doubted. o indubitably adverb. 

induce /m'dju:s/ verb (-cing) 1 prevail on; per- 
suade. 2 bring about. 3 bring on (labour) artifi- 
cially. 4 bring on labour in (mother). 5 speed up 
birth of (baby). 6 produce by induction. 7 infer. 
o inducible adjective. 

u 1 coax, encourage, incite, influence, inspire, 

motivate, persuade, press, prevail on, stimulate, 

sway, talk into, tempt, urge. 2 bring about, bring on, 

cause, effect, engender, generate, give rise to, lead 

to, occasion, produce, provoke. 


inducement noun 1 attractive offer. 2 incen- 
tive; bribe. 
u attraction, bait, bribe, encouragement, 
enticement, incentive, spur, stimulus, colloquial 
sweetener. 


Induct /m'dakt/ verb install into office etc. 


inductance noun property of electric circuit 
in which variation in current produces electro- 
motive force. 


induction /m'dakJ(e)n/ noun 1 inducting, indu- 
cing. 2 act of bringing on (esp. labour) artifi- 
cially. 3 general inference from particular 
instances. 4 formal introduction to new job etc. 
5 production of electric or magnetic state by 
proximity to electric circuit or magnetic field. 

inductive /m'daktiv/ adjective 1 (of reasoning 
etc.) based on induction. 2 of electric or magnetic 
induction. 


indulge /m'dald3/ verb (-ging) 1 (often + in) take 
one’s pleasure freely. 2 yield freely to (desire 
etc.).3 gratify by compliance with wishes. 4 collo- 
quial take alcoholic liquor. 
u 1 be self-indulgent, drink too much, eat too 
much, give in to temptation, colloquial overdo it, 
overeat, spoil oneself; (indulge in) see ENJOY 1.2 
give in to, gratify, succumb to, yield to. 3 be 
indulgent to, cosset, favour, give in to, gratify, 
humour, mollycoddle, pamper, pander to, spoil, 
spoon-feed, treat. 


indulgence noun1 indulging. 2 thing indulged 
in. 3 RC Church remission of punishment still 
due after absolution. 4 privilege granted. 


indulgent adjective 4 lenient: willi to over- 
look faults. 2 indulging. o Indulgently adver d. 

m compliant, easygoing, fond, forbearing, 

forgiving, genial, kind, lenient, liberal, 

Overgenerous, patient, permissive, tolerant. 


oe 
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industrial /m'dastrtel/ adjective 
in, for use in, or serving the needs of peee 
having highly developed industries, n na 2 
action strike or disruptive action by work trial 
protest. industrial estate area of land oy 
factories etc. o industrially adverb, for 


industrialism noun system in whic 
turing industries predominate. h manufac. 


industrialist noun owner or manager in indus. 
try. 


industrialize verb (also -ise) zing or -sin 
make (nation etc.) industrial. o industrialize. 
tion noun. 


industrious /m'dastries/ adjective hard- 
working. o industriously adverb. industrious- 
ness noun. 

u assiduous, busy, conscientious, diligent, 

dynamic, earnest, energetic, enterprising, 

hard-working, keen, laborious, persistent, 

pertinacious, productive, sedulous, tireless, 

unflagging, untiring, zealous. 


industry /'mdəstrı/ noun ( plural -ies) 4 branch 
of trade or manufacture; commercial enterprise. 
2 trade or manufacture collectively. 3 concerted 
activity. 4 diligence. 
m 1,2 business, commerce, manufacturing, 
production, trade. 3 activity, effort, labour, toil, 
work. 4 application, commitment, determination, 
diligence, dynamism, effort, energy, enterprise, 
industriousness, keenness, perseverance, 
persistence, sedulousness, tirelessness, zeal. 


inebriate verb /m'i:briett/ (ting) 1 make drunk. 
2 excite. © adjective /m'i:briet/ drunken. © noun 
/m'i:briet/ drunkard. o inebriation noun. 


inedible /m'edib(a)l/ adjective not suitable for 
eating. 

m harmful, indigestible, nauseating, colloquial off, 

poisonous, rotten, tough, uneatable, unpalatable, 

unwholesome. 


ineducable /m'edjukəb(ə)l/ adjective incapable 
of being educated. 

ineffable /m'efəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 too great for 
description in words. 2 that must not be uttered. 
o ineffability noun. ineffably adverb. 

ineffective /mrfektrv/ adjective 1 not schist. 
ing desired effect. 2 (of person) inefficient. 
n ineffectively adverb. ineffectiveness noun. 

m 1 fruitless, futile, hopeless, unconvincing, 

unproductive, unsuccessful, useless, vain, — 

worthless. 2 disorganized, feckless, feeble, idle, 

impotent, inadequate, incapable, incompetent, = 

ineffectual, inefficient, inept, powerless, shifties 

unenterprising, weak. 


ineffectual /mrfektfual/ adjective ineffec 
feeble. o ineffectually adverb. facie? 

inefficient /mr'fis(a)nt/ adjective 1 not €! i 
or fully capable. 2 (of machine etc.) wasteful 
o inefficiency noun. inefficiently adver9- 


m 1 see INEFFECTIVE 2. 2 extravagant, prodigal, 
uneconomic, wasteful. 


tive; 


| 
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inelastic /mrlesttk/ adjective 1 not elastic. 2 
unadaptable, inflexible. 

inelegant /m'eligant/ adjective ungraceful, 
unrefined. dinelegance noun. inelegantly 
adverb. 

p awkward, clumsy, crude, gauche, graceless, 

inartistic, rough, ugly, uncouth, ungainly, 

unpolished, unskilful, unsophisticated, unstylish. 


ineligible /m'elid3b(e)l/ adjective not eligible 
or qualified.: o ineligibility noun. 

a disqualified, inappropriate, out of the running, 

ruled out, unacceptable, unauthorized, unfit, 

unqualified, unsuitable, unworthy. 


ineluctable /mr'laktəb(ə)l/ adjective inescap- 
able, unavoidable. 

inept /1'nept/ adjective 1 unskilful. 2 absurd, 
silly. 3 out of place. o ineptitude noun. ineptly 
adverb. 

a 1 awkward, bumbling, bungling, clumsy, 

gauche, incompetent, inexpert, maladroit, 

unskilful, unskilled. 3 see INAPPROPRIATE. 


inequality /mr'kwoliti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
lack of equality. 2 variability. 3 unevenness. 

u 1 contrast, difference, discrepancy, disparity, 

dissimilarity, imbalance, incongruity, prejudice. 2 

inconsistency, unreliability, variability. 3 

irregularity, unevenness. 


inequitable /m'ekwiteb(s)l/ adjective unfair, 
unjust. 

inequity /m'ekwitt/ noun (plural -ies) unfair- 
ness, injustice. 

ineradicable /mrrædıkəb(ə)l/ adjective that 
cannot be rooted out. 

inert /r'ns:t/ adjective 1 without inherent power 
of action, motion, etc. 2 chemically inactive. 3 
sluggish, slow; lifeless. 

8 1 immobile, inactive, inanimate, lifeless, passive, 

quiescent, static, stationary, still. 3 apathetic, 

dormant, idle, inactive, lifeless, quiescent, quiet, 

slow, sluggish, supine, torpid. 


inertia /rns:fə/ noun 1 property by which 
matter continues in existing state of rest or 
motion unless acted on by external force. 2 
inertness. 3 tendency to remain unchanged. 
o inertia reel reel allowing seat belt to unwind 
freely but locking on impact. inertia selling 
ee of unsolicited goods in hope of making a 
u 2 apathy, deadness, idleness, immobility, 
inactivity, indolence, lassitude, laziness, lethargy, 
tistiosaniess; numbness, passivity, sluggishness, 
rpor. 


inescapable /mrskerpab(a)l/ adjective that 
ear be escaped or avoided. o inescapably 


inessential /mr'senJ(e)l/ adjective not neces- 
Sary; dispensable. @ noun inessential thing. 

m adjective dispensable, expendable, minor, 

needless, non-essential, optional, ornamental, 

Secondary, spare, superfluous, unimportant, 

unnecessary, 


inelastic | infamous 


inestimable /m'estməb(ə)l/ adjective too great 
etc. to be estimated. o inestimably adverb. 


inevitable /m'evitab(2)l/ adjective 1 unavoid- 
able; bound to happen or appear. 2 colloquial tire- 
somely familiar. o inevitability noun. inevitably 
adverb. 
u 1 assured, certain, destined, fated, ineluctable, 
inescapable, inexorable, ordained, predictable, 
sure, unavoidable. 


inexact /mig'zeekt/ adjective not exact. o inex- 
actitude noun. 


inexcusable /mık'skju:zəb(ə)l/ adjective that 
cannot be justified. a inexcusably adverb. 


| @ see UNFORGIVABLE. 


inexhaustible /mig'zo:stib(e)l/ adjective that 
cannot be used up. 
inexorable /m'eksarab(e)|/ adjective relentless. 
o inexorably adverb. 
Inexpedient /mıik'spi:diənt/ adjective not expe- 
ient. 


inexpensive /mik'spenstv/ adjective cheap. 
l E see CHEAP 1. 


inexperience /mik'sprerians/ noun lack of 
experience. o inexperienced adjective. 

u o inexperienced callow, green, immature, 

inexpert, innocent, naive, new, probationary, raw, 

unaccustomed, unfledged, uninitiated, unskilled, 

unsophisticated, untried, wet behind the ears, 

young. 


inexpert /m'eksps:t/ adjective unskilful. 


inexpiable /m'ekspreb(e)l/ adjective that can- 
not be expiated. 

inexplicable /mrk'splikab(s)l/ adjective that 
cannot be explained. o inexplicably adverb. 

u baffling, bewildering, confusing, enigmatic, 

incomprehensible, inscrutable, insoluble, 

mysterious, mystifying, perplexing, puzzling, 

strange, unaccountable, unexplainable, 

unfathomable, unsolvable. 


inexplicit /miksplisit, mek-/ adjective not 
definitely or clearly expressed. 
inexpressible /mik'sprestb(e)l/ adjective that 
cannot be expressed. o inexpressibly adverb. 
in extremis /m tk'stri:mis/ adjective 1 at point 
of death. 2 in great difficulties. [Latin] 
inextricable /mik'strikeb(e)l/ adjective 1 that 
cannot be separated, loosened, or resolved. 2 
inescapable. o inextricably adverb. 


infallible /m'fælb(ə)l/ adjective 1 incapable of 
error. 2 unfailing, sure. cinfallibility noun. 
infallibly adverb. 

1 faultless, impeccable, perfect, unerring. 2 

certain, dependable, faultless, foolproof, 

impeccable, perfect, reliable, sound, sure, 

trustworthy, unbeatable, unerring, unfailing. 


infamous /‘mfemes/ adjective 1 notoriously 
vile; evil. 2 abominable. u infamously adverb. 
infamy noun (plural -ies). 


infant | infinity 


m 1 disgraceful, disreputable, ill-famed, notorious, 
outrageous. 2 see WICKED 1. 


infant /‘mf(e)nt/ noun 1 child during earliest 
period of life. 2 thing in early stage of develop- 
ment. 3 Law person under 18. O infancy noun. 


1 babe, baby, Scottish & Northern English bairn, 
child, colloquial kid, newborn, colloquial nipper, 
toddler, tot. 


infanta /m'fæntə/ noun historical daughter of 
Spanish or Portuguese king. 

infanticide /m'feentisaid/ noun 1 killing of 
infant, esp. soon after birth. 2 person guilty of 
this. 


infantile /‘mfentatl/ adjective of or like infants. 
o infantile paralysis poliomyelitis. 


u babyish, childish, immature, often derogatory 
| juvenile, puerile. 


infantry /'mfəntrı/ noun (plural -les) (group of) 
foot-soldiers. co infantryman soldier of infantry 
regiment. 

infatuate /m'fetjuert/ verb (-ting) (usually as 
infatuated adjective) inspire with intense fond- 
hess. o infatuation noun. 

a (infatuated) besotted, charmed, enchanted, in 

love, mad, obsessed, esp. archaic or literary 

smitten. o infatuation colloquial crush, love, 

obsession, passion. 


infect /m'fekt/ verb 1 affect or contaminate with 
germ, virus, or disease. 2 imbue, taint. 
n infected adjective. 
n 1 blight, contaminate, defile, poison, pollute, 
spoil, taint. 2 affect, imbue, influence, inspire, 
touch. o infected see SEPTIC. 


infection /m'fekf(ə)n/ noun 1 infecting, being 
infected. 2 disease. 3 communication of disease. 
m 1 contamination, pollution. 2 blight, slang bug, 
contagion, disease, illness, pestilence, virus. 3 
contagion. 


infectious adjective 4 infecting. 2 transmis- 
aibe by infection. 3 apt to spread. o infectiously 
verb. 


u 2, 3 catching, communicable, contagious, 
transmissible, transmittable. 


infelicity /mfrlistt/ noun (plural -ies) 4 inapt 
expression. 2 unhappiness. o infelicitous adjec- 
ive. 

infer /m'fs:/ verb (-rr-) deduce, conclude. 


USAGE It is a mistake to use infer to mean 
‘imply’, as in Are you inferring that I'ma liar? 

@ assume, conclude, deduce, derive, draw a 
conclusion, extrapolate, gather, guess, reach the 
conclusion, surmise, understand, work out. 


inference /'mferans/ noun 4 act of inferring. 2 
thing inferred. o inferential /-ren(e)l/ mec 


inferior /m frarta/ adjective 1 lower inrank etc.2 
of poor quality. 3 situated below. © noun inferior 
person. 


oy 
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m adjective 1 humble, junior, lesser, lower. | 
mean, menial, secondary, second-class, pes 
subordinate, subsidiary, unimportant, 2 chea 
indifferent, mediocre, poor, shoddy, tawdry, Pi 
@ noun see SUBORDINATE. manny, 


inferiority /mfterrorit/ noun being inferi 

Binferiority complex feeling of inadequacy 
sometimes mar] y compensating ageressiy, 
behaviour. ave 


infernal /m'fs:n(@)I/ adjective 1 of hell. 2 hellish 
3 colloquial detestable, tiresome. o infernally 
adverb. 

inferno /m'fs:nau/ noun (plural-s) 4 raging 
2 scene of horror or distress. 3 hell. ia 

infertile /m'fs:tal/ adjective not fertile. o infer- 
tility /-fə'til-/ noun. 


l m barren, sterile, unfruitful, unproductive. 


infest /m'fest/ verb overrun in large numbers. 
a infestation noun. infested adjective. 

u infiltrate, overrun, pervade, plague. c infested 

verminous; (infested with) alive with, crawling 

with, swarming with, teeming with. 


infidel /‘mfid(e)l/ noun disbeliever in esp. the 
supposed true religion. © adjective 1 of infidels. 
2 unbelieving. 


infidelity /mfi'delitt/ noun (plural -ies) being 
unfaithful. 


a adultery, betrayal, disloyalty, faithlessness, 
unfaithfulness. 


infighting noun 1 conflict or competitiveness in 
organization. 2 boxing within arm’s length. 


infiltrate /‘mfiltreit/ verb (-ting) 1 enter 
(territory, political party, etc.) gradually and 
imperceptibly. 2 cause to do this. 3 permeate by 
filtration. 4 (often + into, through) introduce 
(fluid) by filtration. o infiltration noun. infil- 
trator noun. 


u 1 enter secretly, insinuate oneself into, intrude 
into, penetrate. 


infinite /'mfmıt/ adjective 1 boundless; endless. 
2 very great or many. o infinitely adverb. 
u astronomical, big, boundless, colossal, 
countless, endless, eternal, everlasting, huge, 
immeasurable, immense, incalculable, 
indeterminate, inestimable, inexhaustible, 
innumerable, interminable, limitless, 
multitudinous, never-ending, numberless, 
perpetual, uncountable, undefined, unending, 
unfathomable, unlimited, unnumbered, untold, 
vast. 


infinitesimal /mfmr'tesm(ə)l/ adjective infin: 
itely or very small. o infinitesimally adverb. 
infinitive /m‘fmutrv/ noun verb-form expressing 
verbal notion without particular subject, tens® 
etc. © adjective having this form. A 
infinitude /m'fmrtju:d/ noun literary 1 inni 
number etc. 2 being infinite. ite 
infinity /m' / noun (plural -ies) 1 maig 
number or extent. 2 being infinite; DO 
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` Jessness. 3 infinite distance. 4 Mathematics in- 
finite quantity. 


g 2 boundlessness, endlessness, eternity, literary 
| infinitude, perpetuity. 


infirm /m'fs:m/ adjective weak. 
wailing, bedridden, crippled, decrepit, elderly, 
feeble, frail, lame, old, poorly, senile, sickly, unwell, 


weak. 


Infirmary /m'fs:mərı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 hos- 
pital. 2 sickbay in school etc. 
infirmity noun (plural -ies) 1 being infirm. 2 
particular- physical weakness. 
in flagrante delicto /m flə'græntı dr'liktəu/ 
adverb in act of committing offence. [Latin] 
inflame /m'flem/ verb (-ming) 1 provoke to 
strong feeling. 2 (esp. as inflamed adjective) 
cause inflammation in. 3 aggravate. 4 make hot. 
5 (cause to) catch fire. 
1 anger, arouse, encourage, exasperate, excite, 
fire, foment, goad, ignite, incense, incite, infuriate, 
kindle, madden, provoke, rouse, stimulate, stir up, 
work up; (inflamed) see PASSIONATE. 2 (inflamed) 
see SEPTIC. 


inflammable /m'flæməb(ə)l/ adjective easily 
set on fire or excited. o inflammability noun. 


USAGE Because inflammable could be taken to 
mean ‘not easily set on fire’, flammable is often 
used instead. The negative of flammable is 
non-flammable. 


l burnable, combustible, flammable, volatile. 
inflammation /mfle'mers(e)n/ noun 1 inflam- 
ing. 2 disordered bodily condition marked by 
heat, swelling, redness, and usually pain. 


a 2 abscess, boil, infection, irritation, redness, 
sore, soreness, swelling. 


inflammatory /m'flæmətərı/ adjective 1 
tending to inflame. 2 of inflammation. 

inflatable adjective that can be inflated. e noun 
inflatable object. 


inflate /m'flert/ verb (-ting) 1 distend with air or 
gas. 2 (usually + with; usually in passive) puff up 
(with pride etc.). 3 resort to inflation of 
(currency) 4 raise (prices) artificially. 5 (as 
inflated adjective) (esp. of language, opinions, 
etc.) bombastic, exaggerated. 
E 1 blow up, dilate, distend, enlarge, puff up, pump 
up, swell. 2 puff up, swell. 5 (inflated) see 
BOMBASTIC, EXCESSIVE. 


inflation noun 4 inflating, being inflated. 2 
general rise in prices. 3 increase in supply of 
money regarded as cause of such rise. o infla- 
tionary adjective. 

inflect /m'flekt/ verb 4 change or vary pitch of 
(voice). 2 modify (word) to express grammatical 
relation. 3 undergo such modification. 

inflection /m'fleks(e)n/ noun (also inflexion) 1 
inflecting, being inflected. 2 inflected form. 3 
inflecting suffix etc. 4 modulation of voice. 
D inflectional adjective. 


inflexible /m'fleksıb(ə)l/ adjective 14 un- 


infirm | informal 


bendable. 2 unbending; unyielding. o inflexibil- 
ity noun. inflexibly adverb. 

@ 1 adamantine, firm, hard, hardened, immovable, 
rigid, solid, stiff, unbendable. 2 adamant, 
entrenched, fixed, immovable, immutable, 
inexorable, intractable, intransigent, obdurate, 
obstinate, pig-headed, refractory, resolute, 
rigorous, strict, stubborn, unalterable, unbending, 
unchangeable, uncompromising, unhelpful, 
unyielding. 


inflexion = InFLECTION. 


inflict /m'fikt/ verb 1 deal (blow etc.). 2 (usually 
+ on, upon) impose (penalty, oneself, etc.). 
n infliction noun. 

@ 1 administer, deal, colloquial land, wreak. 2 

administer, apply, deal out, enforce, impose, 

literary mete out; (inflict oneself on) force oneself 

on, thrust oneself on. 


inflight adjective occurring or provided during 
a flight. 


inflorescence /mflə'res(ə)ns/ noun 1 collect- 
ive flower head of plant. 2 arrangement of 
flowers on plant. 3 flowering. 


inflow noun 1 flowing in. 2 that which flows in. 


influence /‘influens/ noun 1 (usually + on) effect 
a person or thing has on another. 2 (usually + 
over, with) ascendancy, moral power. 3 thing or 
person exercising this. everb (-cing) exert 
influence on; affect. 0 under the influence collo- 
quial drunk. 

u noun 1 effect, impact. 2 ascendancy, authority, 

control, direction, dominance, guidance, hold, 

leverage, power, pressure, pull, sway, weight. 

© verb affect, bias, change, control, direct, 

dominate, guide, impinge on, impress, induce, 

manipulate, modify, motivate, move, persuade, 

prejudice, prompt, put pressure on, stir, sway. 


influential /mflu'enJ(e)l/ adjective having great 
influence. 

u authoritative, compelling, controlling, 

convincing, dominant, effective, far-reaching, 

forceful, guiding, important, inspiring, leading, 

moving, persuasive, potent, powerful, 

prestigious, significant, strong, telling, weighty. 


influenza /mflu'enze/ noun infectious viral 
disease with fever, severe aching, and catarrh. 


influx /‘mflaks/ noun flowing in. 


m flood, flow, inflow, inundation, invasion, rush, 
| stream. 


inform /m'fo:m/ verb 1 tell. 2 (usually + against, 
on) give incriminating information about person 
to authorities. 

m 1 advise, apprise, brief, communicate to, 

enlighten, colloquial fill in, instruct, notify, putin 

the picture, teach, tell, tip off. 2 blab, slang grass, 

colloquial peach, rat, sneak, colloquial split, tell, 

tell tales; (inform on) see BETRAY 1,2. 


informal /m'fo:m(e)l/ adjective 1 without for- 
mality. 2 (of language) not formal. 3 (of garden, 
design, etc.) not precise or symmetrical. 


informant | inhabit 


o informality /-'mæl-/ noun (plural -ies). infor- 
mally adverb. 

m 1 approachable, casual, comfortable, cosy, 
easy, easygoing, everyday, familiar, free and easy, 
friendly, homely, natural, ordinary, relaxed, simple, 
unceremonious, unofficial, unpretentious, 
unsophisticated. 2 chatty, colloquial, personal, 
slangy, vernacular. 3 asymmetrical, flexible, fluid, 
intuitive, irregular, spontaneous. 


informant noun giver of information. 


information /mfe'mers(a)n/ moun 1 what is 
told; news. 2 knowledge. 3 formal charge or 
accusation. o information retrieval tracing of 
information stored in books, computers, etc. 
information technology study or use of pro- 
cesses (esp. computers etc.) for storing, retriev- 
ing, and sending information. o informational 
adjective. 
u 1 briefing, communication, enlightenment, 
instruction, message, news, report, archaic or 
joculartidings, word. 2 data, evidence, facts, 
intelligence, knowledge, statistics. 


informative /m'fo:mətıv/ adjective giving in- 
formation; instructive. 

m communicative, edifying, educational, 

enlightening, factual, helpful, illuminating, 

instructive, meaningful, revealing, useful. 


informed adjective 1 knowing the facts. 2 
having some knowledge. 


| @ see KNOWLEDGEABLE. 


informer noun person who informs, esp. 
against others. 


m slang grass, informant, spy, stool-pigeon, 
tell-tale, traitor. 


infraction /m'frækf(ə)n/ noun infringement. 
infra dig /mfra ‘dig/ adjective colloquial beneath 
one’s dignity. 
infrared /mfre'red/ adjective of or using radi- 
ation just beyond red end of spectrum. 
infrastructure ['mfrəstraktfə/ noun 4 struc- 
tural foundations of a society or enterprise. 2 
roads, bridges, sewers, etc., regarded as coun- 
try’seconomicfoundation. 3 permanent installa- 
tions as basis for military etc. operations. 
infrequent /m'fri:kwent/ adjective not fre- 
quent. o infrequently adverb. 
m exceptional, intermittent, irregular, occasional, 
rare, spasmodic, uncommon, unusual. 


infringe /m'frmd3/ verb (-ging) 1 break 
violate (law, another’s rights., E 2 (Ganaligas 
on) encroach, trespass. o infringement noun. 

m 1 breach, break, contravene, defy, disobey, 
disregard, flout, ignore, overstep, sin against, 

transgress, violate. 2 see ENCROACH. 


infuriate /m'fjvariert/ verb (-ting) enrage: irri- 
tate greatly. o infuriating bor) eee 
infuse /m'fju:z/ verb (sing) 1 (usually + with 
fill (with a quality). 2 steep or be store liomo 
to naa properties. 3 (usually + into) instil (life 
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infusible /m'fju:zıb(ə)l/ adjective 

melted. o infusibility noun. that cannot be 
infusion /m'fju:3(2)n/ noun 4 infu 

extract so obtained. 3 infused Seman 2 liquid 
ingenious /m'd3i:ntas/ adjective 1 clever at 
triving. 2 cleverly contrived. ui oo 
adverb. ngeniously 


USAGE Ingenious is sometimes confused with 
ingenuous. 

m adroit, artful, astute, brilliant, clever, Crafty, 
creative, cunning, deft, imaginative, inspired, 
intelligent, inventive, neat, original, resourceful 
shrewd, skilful, smart, subtle, talented, ‘ 


ingénue /e gernju:/ noun artless young woman 
esp. as stage type. [French] : 
ingenuity /md3rnju:tti/ noun inventiveness, 
cleverness. 
ingenuous /in'dgenjuas/ adjective 1 artless. 2 
frank. o ingenuously adverb. 
USAGE Ingenuous is sometimes confused with 
ingenious. 
a 1 artless, childlike, guileless, innocent, naive, 
plain, simple, sincere, trusting, unaffected, 
uncomplicated, unsophisticated. 2 frank, honest, 
open, plain, straightforward. 


ingest /m'dgest/ verb 1 take in (food etc.). 2 
absorb (knowledge etc.). o ingestion noun. 

inglenook /‘mgelnuk/ moun space within 
opening either side of old-fashioned wide fire- 
place. 

inglorious /m'glo:ries/ adjective 1 shameful. 2 
not famous. 

ingoing adjective going in. 

ingot /'mgət/ noun (usually oblong) mass of cast 
metal, esp. gold, silver, or steel. 

ingrained /m'gremd/ adjective 1 deeply rooted, 
inveterate. 2 (of dirt etc.) deeply embedded. 

Ingratiate /m’grersiert/ verb (-ting) (ingratiate 
oneself; usually + with) bring oneself into 
favour. o ingratiating adjective. 

ingratitude /m'gretitju:d/ noun lack of due 
gratitude. 

ingredient /m'gri:dront/ noun component part 
in mixture. 


m component, constituent, element, factor, part; 
(ingredients) contents, makings. A 


ingress /'mgres/ noun 1 going in. 2 right to 8° 
in. 


ingrowing adjective (of nail) growing into the 
esh. 


inhabit /m'hæbrt/ verb (-t-) dwell in, occupy- 
o inhabitable adjective. inhabitant ñoun. 
@ archaic abide in, colonize, dwell in, live in, T 
one's home in, occupy, people, populate, resi 
in, settle in, set up home in. o Inhabitable 
habitable, in good repair, colloquial liveable, 
usable. inhabitant citizen, denizen, dweller, 
inmate, native, occupant, occupier, resident, 
Settler, tenant; (inhabitants) population, 
townspeople. 


make 
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inhalant /m'helənt/ noun medicinal substance 
to be inhaled. 


inhale /m‘hetl/ verb (-ling) breathe in. o inhal- 
ation /-hə'lerf(ə)n/ noun. 


inhaler noun device for administering inhalant, 
esp. to relieve asthma. 


inhere /m'hio/ verb ring) be inherent. 


inherent /m‘herant/ adjective (often + in) 
existing in something as essential or permanent 
attribute. o inherently adverb. 

n built-in, congenital, essential, fundamental, 

hereditary, immanent, inborn, inbred, ingrained, 

intrinsic, native, natural. 


inherit /m‘herit/ verb (-t-) 1 receive as heir. 2 
derive (characteristic) from ancestors. 3 derive 
or take over (situation) from predecessor. 
o inherited adjective. inheritor noun. 

n 1 be the inheritor of, be left, come into, receive 

as an inheritance, succeed to. 3 succeed, take 

over. u inherited see HEREDITARY 2. 


inheritable /m'herıtəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 capable 
of being inherited. 2 capable of inheriting. 


inheritance noun 1 what is inherited. 2 in- 
heriting. 


u 1 bequest, birthright, estate, fortune, heritage, 
legacy, patrimony. 


inhibit /m'hibrt/ verb (-t-) 1 hinder, restrain, 
prevent. 2 (as inhibited adjective) suffering from 
inhibition. 3 (usually + from) prohibit. 

u 1 bridle, check, control, curb, discourage, 

frustrate, hinder, hold back, prevent, quell, 

repress, restrain. 2 (inhibited) see REPRESSED, SHY’ 

adjective. 


inhibition /mhrbif(e)n/ noun 1 restraint of 
direct expression of instinct. 2 colloquial emo- 
tional resistance to thought or action. 3 inhibit- 
ing, being inhibited. 

@ 1 bar, barrier, check, constraint, curb, 
impediment, interference, restraint, stricture. 2 

diffidence, slang hang-up, repression, reserve, 

self-consciousness, shyness. 


inhospitable /mhos'piteb(9)l/ adjective 1 not 
hospitable. 2 affording no shelter. 

m 1 antisocial, reclusive, reserved, solitary, 
Stand-offish, unfriendly, unkind, unsociable, 
unwelcoming. 2 bleak, cold, comfortless, 
desolate, grim, hostile, lonely. 


inhuman /m‘hju:men/ adjective brutal; unfeel- 
ing; barbarous. uo inhumanity /-'men-/ noun 
(plural -ies). inhumanly adverb. 

@ animal, barbaric, barbarous, bestial, 
bloodthirsty, brutal, brutish, diabolical, fiendish, 
inhumane, merciless, pitiless, ruthless, savage, 
unfeeling, unnatural, vicious. z 


inhumane /mhju:'mem/ adjective not humane, 
callous. 


inhalant | injurious 


m callous, cold-hearted, cruel, hard, 
hard-hearted, heartless, inconsiderate, 
insensitive, merciless, ruthless, uncaring, 
uncharitable, uncivilized, unfeeling, unkind, 
unsympathetic. 


inimical /rnmık(ə)l jective 1 hostile. 2 
(Ə)l/ adjective ostile. 


inimitable /rnmuteb(e)l/ adjective that cannot 
be imitated. o inimitably adverb. 

iniquity /rnikwitt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
wickedness. 2 gross injustice. o iniquitous 
adjective. 

initial /1'n1J(2)l/ adjective of or at beginning. 
@ noun first letter, esp. of person's name. © verb 
¢-ll-; US-I-) mark or sign with one’s initials. o ini- 
tially adverb. 

m adjective beginning, commencing, earliest, first, 

inaugural, incipient, introductory, opening, 

original, primary, starting. 


initiate verb /rnifiert/ (-ting) 4 originate, set 
going. 2 admit into society, office, etc., esp. with 
ritual. 3 (+ into) instruct in subject. @e oun 
/rniJret/ initiated person. o initiation /-'e1J(e)n/ 
noun. initiator moun. initiatory /rniJjetert/ 
adjective. 

u 1 activate, actuate, begin, formal commence, 

enter upon, get going, get under way, inaugurate, 

instigate, institute, introduce, launch, originate, set 

going, set in motion, set up, start, take the 

initiative, trigger. 


initiative /rnifetrv/ noun 1 ability to initiate; 
enterprise. 2 first step. 3 (the initiative) power 
or right to begin. o take the initiative take first 
step. 

m 1 ambition, drive, dynamism, enterprise, 

colloquial get-up-and-go, inventiveness, lead, 

leadership, originality, resourcefulness. o take 

the initiative see INITIATE 1. 


inject /m'dzekt/ verb 1 (usually + into) force 
(medicine etc.) (as) by syringe. 2 administer 
medicine etc. to (person) by injection. 3 place 
(quality etc.) where needed in something. 
o injection noun. 


u o injection inoculation, colloquial jab, 
| vaccination. 


injudicious /mdzu:'d1fəs/ adjective unwise, 
ill-judged. 

injunction /m'dsankJ(e)n/ noun 1 authorita- 
tive order. 2 judicial order restraining from spe- 
cified act or compelling restitution etc. 

injure /‘md3e/ verb (-ring) 1 hurt, harm, impair. 
2.do wrong to. 

u 1 break, crush, cut, damage, deface, disfigure, 

harm, hurt, impair, mar, ruin, spoil, vandalize, 

wound. 2 see WRONG verb 1. 


injurious /m'd3uartes/ adjective 1 hurtful. 2 
defamatory. 3 wrongful. 


m 1 damaging, deleterious, destructive, 
detrimental, harmful, hurtful, insalubrious, 
painful, ruinous. 2 see ABUSIVE. 


injury | input 


injury /‘md3er1/ noun (plural -ies) 4 physical 
damage, harm. 2 offence to feelings etc. 3 esp. 
Law wrongful treatment. o injury time extra 
time at football match etc. to compensate for that 
lost in dealing with injuries. 


a 1, 2 damage, harm, hurt, mischief, trauma, 
| wound. 


Injustice /m'd3astis/ noun 1 unfairness. 2 
unjust act. 

m 1 bias, bigotry, discrimination, dishonesty, 

favouritism, illegality, inequality, inequity, 

one-sidedness, oppression, partiality, 

partisanship, prejudice, unfairness, 

unlawfulness, wrong, wrongness. 2 abuse, 

unfairness, wrong. 


ink noun 1 coloured fluid or paste for writing or 
printing. 2 black liquid ejected by cuttlefish etc. 
© verb mark, cover, or smear with ink. o ink-jet 
printer printing machine firing tiny jets of ink at 
paper. inkwell pot for ink, esp. in hole in desk. 
Dinky adjective (-ier, -iest). 

inkling /'wklm/ noun (often + of) hint; slight 
knowledge or suspicion. 

inland adjective /‘mlend/ 1 remote from sea or 
border within a country. 2 carried on within 
country. © adverb /m'lend/ in or towards inter- 
ior of country. o Inland Revenue government 
department assessing and collecting taxes. 

in-laws /'mlo:z/ plural noun relatives by mar- 


inlay verb /m'le1/ (past & past participle inlaid 
/m'letd/) 1 embed (thing in another). 2 decorate 
(thing) thus. @ noun /'mler/ 4 inlaid material or 
work. 2 filling shaped to fit tooth-cavity. 

inlet /'mlət/ noun 1 small arm of sea etc. 2 piece 
inserted. 3 way of admission. 

inmate /'mmert/ noun occupant of house, hos- 
pital, prison, etc. 


in memoriam /m mr'mo:rem/ preposition in 
memory of. 


inmost /‘mmeust/ adjective most inward. 

inn noun 1 pub, sometimes with accommodation. 
2 historical house providing lodging etc. for 
payment, esp. for travellers. o innkeeper keeper 


of inn. Inns of Court 4 legal societies admitting 
people to English bar. 


u 1 archaic hostelry, hotel, colloquial local, 
colloquial pub, archaic or literary tavern. 


innards /'mədz/ plural noun colloquial entrails. 


innate /rnert/ adjective inborn; natural. 
aū innately adverb. 


inner /'mə/ adjective 4 interior, internal. 2 (of 
thoughts etc.) deeper. © noun circle nearest 
bull’s-eye of target. o inner city central area of 
city, esp. regarded as having social problems. 
inner tube separate inflatable tube in pneumatic 
tyre. o innermost adjective. 

m adjective 1 central, inside, interior, internal, 

middle. 2 concealed, deeper, hidden, innermost, 

intimate, inward, mental, private, secret. 


innings /‘mmz/ noun (plural same) 1 esp. 


a 
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Cricketbatsman’sorside’s turn at ba 

of office etc. when person, party, ete. can” 

something. can achieve 
innocence noun 1 condition of bein, 

moral wrong. 2 state of being guiltless a oom 

4 harmlessness. vety, 
n 1 goodness, honesty, incorruptibility, purity, 
righteousness, sinlessness, virtue. 3 gullibility, 
inexperience, naivety, simple-mindedness, 
simplicity, unsophistication. 


innocent /'məs(ə)nt/ adjective 1 free from moral 

wrong. 2 not guilty. 3 guileless. 4 harmless, 

@noun innocent person, esp. young child 

o innocently adverb. i 
@ adjective 1 angelic, blameless, chaste, Childlike, 
faultless, honest, immaculate, pure, righteous, 
sinless, spotless, untainted, virginal, virtuous, 2 
above suspicion, blameless, free from blame, 
guiltless, honest. 3 artless, childlike, credulous, 
green, guileless, gullible, inexperienced, 
ingenuous, naive, simple, simple-minded, trusting, 
unsophisticated. 4 harmless, innocuous, 
inoffensive. 


innocuous /r'nvkjves/ adjective harmless. 
innovate /‘mevert/ verb (-ting) 1 bring in new 
ideas etc. 2 make changes. cinnovation 
/-‘verS(e)n/ noun. innovative /-vatrv/ adjective. 
innovator noun. innovatory /-vert(9)r1/ adjective. 
u a Innovation change, departure, invention, 
new feature, novelty, reform, revolution. 
innovator discoverer, experimenter, inventor, 
pioneer, reformer, revolutionary. 


innuendo /mju'endau/ noun (plural -es or -s) 
allusive (usually depreciatory or sexually 
suggestive) remark. 

innumerable /r'nju:mereb(e)!/ adjective count- 
less. 


u countless, infinite, many, numberless, 
uncountable, unnumbered, untold. 


innumerate /rnju:mərət/ adjective not 
knowing basic mathematics. o innumeracy 
noun. ; 
inoculate /rnokjulert/ verb (-ting) treat vii 
vaccine or serum to promote immunity 
a disease. 0 inoculation noun. : 
inoffensive /ma'fensrv/ adjective not objection 
able; harmless. 
inoperable /rnopərəb(ə)l/ adjective that can- 
not be cured by surgical operation. s 
inoperative /rnopərətrv/ adjectivenot working 
or taking effect. 
inopportune /rnopatju:n/ adjective not appr% 
priate, esp. as regards time. oe 
inordinate /rno:dmat/ adjective excessive- 
o inordinately adverb. istry 
inorganic /mo:'gznik/ adjective 1 east, 
not organic. 2 without organized physicals 
ture. 3 extraneous. Jace 
input /'mput/ noun 1 what is put in. 2 Pion 
of entry of energy, information, etc. ai of 
of putting in or feeding in. 4 contribu 
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information etc. © verb (inputting; past & past 
participle input or inputted) 1 put in. 2 supply 
(data, programs, etc.) to computer. 
inquest /'mkwest/ noun inquiry held by 
coroner into cause of death. 


| a hearing, inquiry. 

inquietude /m'kwantju:d/ noun uneasiness. 
inquire /m'kwarə/ verb (-ring) 1 seek informa- 
tion formally; make inquiry. 2 ask question. 

g 4 ask, enquire, explore, investigate, seek 
information, probe, search, survey. 2 ask, demand, 
enquire, query, question, quiz. 


inquiry /m'kwarərı/ noun (plural-ies) 1 investi- 
gation, esp. official. 2 asking; question. 

a 1 cross-examination, examination, inquest, 

inquisition, interrogation, investigation, colloquial 

post-mortem, probe, review, study, survey. 2 

enquiry, query, question. 


inquisition /mkwrziJ(e)n/ noun 1 investi- 
gation. 2 official inquiry. 3 (the Inquisition) RC 
Church historical ecclesiastical tribunal for sup- 
pression of heresy. o inquisitional adjective. 
inquisitive /m'kwızıtıv/ adjective 1 curious, 
prying. 2 seeking knowledge. o inquisitively 
adverb. inquisitiveness noun. 
m 1 curious, impertinent, indiscreet, interfering, 
intrusive, meddlesome, meddling, colloquial nosy, 
prying, colloquial snooping, spying. 2 curious, 
inquiring, investigative, probing, questioning, 
sceptical, searching. 


inquisitor /m'kwizita/ noun 1 investigator. 2 
historical officer of Inquisition. 


inquisitorial /mkwzr'to:rtel/ adjective 1 
inquisitor-like. 2 prying. 

inroad noun 1 (often in plural) encroachment; 
using up of resources etc. 2 hostile incursion. 

inrush noun rapid influx. 


insalubrious /mso'lu:bries/ adjective (of 
climate or place) unhealthy. 


insane /m'sem/ adjective 1 mad. 2 colloquial 
extremely foolish. a insanely adverb. insanity 
/m'seenttt/ noun (plural -ies). 
a 1 berserk, crazy, demented, deranged, lunatic, 
mad, colloquial mental, non compos mentis, 
Psychotic, unbalanced, unhinged. 2 see FOOLISH. 


insanitary /m'sænıtərı/ adjective not sanitary. 

insatiable /m'serfəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 that cannot 
be satisfied. 2 extremely greedy. o insatiability 
noun. insatiably adverb. 

insatiate /m'serfiet/ adjective never satisfied. 

inscribe /m'skrarb/ verb (-bing) 1 (usually + in, 
on) write or carve (words etc.) on surface. 2mark 
(surface) with characters. 3 (usually + to) write 
informal dedication in or on (book etc.). 4 enter 
on list. 5 Geometry draw (figure) within another 
so that some points of their boundaries coincide. 


inscription /m's ə)n/ noun 1 words 
inscribed. 2 ingeribine i 


| § 1 dedication, engraving, epigraph, writing. 


inquest | inside 


inscrutable /m'skru:teb(a)l/ adjective mys- 
terious, impenetrable. oinscrutability noun. 
inscrutably adverb. 

insect /'msekt/ noun small invertebrate animal 
with segmented body, 6 legs, and usually wings. 


| = bug, colloquial creepy-crawly. 


insecticide /m'sektisaid/ noun preparation 
used for killing insects. x 


insectivore /m'sektrvə:/ noun animal or plant 
that feeds on insects. o insectivorous /-'trvaras/ 
adjective. 

insecure /msrkjue/ adjective 1 not safe. 2 not 
secure; unprotected. 3 not feeling safe; not con- 
fident. o insecurity /-'kjur-/ noun. 

u 1 dangerous, flimsy, loose, precarious, rickety, 

colloquial rocky, shaky, unsafe, unsound, 

unstable, unsteady, unsupported, weak, wobbly. 2 

defenceless, exposed, open, unprotected, 

vulnerable. 3 anxious, apprehensive, diffident, 

uncertain, underconfident, worried. 


inseminate /m'semmeit/ verb (-ting) 1 intro- 
duce semen into. 2 sow (seed etc.). cinsemin- 
ation noun. 

insensate /m'sensert/ adjective 1 without esp. 
physical sensibility. 2 stupid. 

insensible /m'sensib(s)l/ adjective 1 uncon- 
scious. 2 unaware. 3 callous. 4 imperceptible. 
Oinsensibility noun. insensibly adverb. 


a 1 anaesthetized, benumbed, knocked out, 
numb, colloquial out, senseless, unconscious. 2 
see OBLIVIOUS. 


insensitive /m'sensttrv/ adjective 1 unfeeling. 
2 not responsive to stimuli. cinsensitively 
adverb. insensitiveness noun. insensitivity 
/“trv-/ noun. 

u 1 boorish, callous, crass, cruel, obtuse, tactless, 

thick-skinned, thoughtless, uncaring, unfeeling, 

unperceptive, unsympathetic, 2 anaesthetized, 

dead, numb, unresponsive. 


insentient /m'senJ(e)nt/ adjective inanimate. 

inseparable /m'separeb(e)l/ adjective that 
cannot be separated. cinseparability noun. 
inseparably adverb. 


m always together, attached, indissoluble, 
| indivisible, integral. 


insert verb /m'ss:t/ place or put (thing into 
another). © noun /'mnss:t/ thing inserted. 

u verb drive in, embed, implant, interject, 

interleave, interpolate, interpose, introduce, place 

in, pop in, push in, putin, stick in, tuck in. 


insertion /m'ss:J(e)n/ noun 1 inserting. 2 thing 
inserted. 

insetzoun /‘mset/ 1 extra piece inserted in book, 
garment, etc. 2 small map etc. within border of 
larger. © verb /m'set/ (insetting; past and past 
participle inset or insetted) 1 put in as inset. 2 
decorate with inset. 

inshore /m'Jo:/ adverb & adjective at sea but 
close to shore. 


inside noun /m'said/ 4 inner side or part; inter- 


insider | inspire 


ior. 2 side of path away from road. 3 (usually in 
plural) colloquial stomach and bowels. © adjec- 
tive /‘msatd/ 1 of, on, or in the inside. 2 nearer to 
centre of games field. © adverb /m'sard/ 1 on, in, 
or to the inside. 2 slang in prison. @ preposition 
/m'sard/ 1 within; on the inside of. 2 in less than. 
inside out with inner side turned outwards. 
know inside out know thoroughly. 

u noun 1 bowels, centre, contents, core, heart, 
indoors, interior, lining, middle. 3 (insides) see 
ENTRAILS 1. © adjective 1 indoor, inner, innermost, 
interior, internal. 2 central, centre. 


insider /m'saida/ noun 1 person within organ- 
ization etc. 2 person privy to secret. 

insidious /m'sidres/ adjective proceeding incon- 
spicuously but harmfully. o insidiously adverb. 

m crafty, creeping, cunning, deceptive, furtive, 

pervasive, secretive, sneaky, stealthy, subtle, 

surreptitious, treacherous, underhand. 


insight noun 1 capacity for understanding 
hidden truths etc. 2 instance of this. 

insignia /m'signie/ plural noun badges or 
marks of office etc. 

insignificant /msig'nifikent/ adjective unim- 
portant; trivial. o insignificance moun. 

forgettable, inconsiderable, irrelevant, 

insubstantial, lightweight, meaningless, minor, 

negligible, paltry, small, trifling, trivial, 

undistinguished, unimportant, unimpressive, 

valueless, worthless. 


insincere /msm'sio/ adjective not sincere. 
Uinsincerely adverb. insincerity /-'ser-/ noun 
m artful, crafty, deceitful, deceptive, devious, 
dishonest, disingenuous, dissembling, false, 
feigned, flattering, foxy, hollow, hypocritical, lying, 
mealy-mouthed, mendacious, perfidious, 
colloquial phoney, pretended, put on, colloquial 
smarmy, sycophantic, treacherous, two-faced, 
untrue, untruthful, wily. 


insinuate /m'smjueit/ verb (-ting) 1 hint 
obliquely. 2 (usually + into) introduce subtly or 
deviously. o insinuation noun. 
insipid /m'srpid/ adjective 4 dull, lifeless. 2 fla- 
vourless. o insipidity /-'pid-/ noun. insipidly 
adverb. 
insist /m'stst/ verb (often + on) demand or main- 
tain emphatically. o insistence noun. insistent 
adjective. insistently adverb. 
a assert oneself, asseverate, formal aver, formal 
avow, command, declare, emphasize, hold, 
maintain, persist, colloquial put one's foot down, 
Stand firm, state, colloquial stick to one’s guns, 
stress, colloquial swear, archaic vow; (insist on) 
see DEMAND verb 1. a insistent assertive, 
demanding, dogged, emphatic, firm, forceful, 
importunate, inexorable, obstinate, peremptory, 
persistent, relentless, repeated, resolute, 
stubborn, unrelenting, unremitting, urgent. 


in situ /m ‘sttju:/ adverb in its ori 
{Latin} | adver! original place. 


insobriety /msə'brarətı/ noun intemperan 
esp. in drinking. : Saget 


= 
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insole noun removable inner sole 
shoe. for use in 


insolent /'msələnt/ adjective i 

insulting. o insolence noun. insolent ay 

adverb. 

@ arrogant, audacious, bold, brazen, cheeky, 
contemptuous, defiant, disdainful, disrespectful 
forward, colloquial fresh, impertinent, impolite, ` 
impudent, insubordinate, insulting, offensive, ; 
pert, presumptuous, rude, saucy, shameless 
sneering, uncivil. 0 insolence arrogance, 5 
boldness, cheek, defiance, disrespect, effronte 
impertinence, impudence, incivility, 
insubordination, colloquial lip, 
presumptuousness, rudeness, colloquial sauce, 


ry, 


insoluble /m'soljub(e)l/ adjective 1 that cannot 
be solved. 2 that cannot be dissolved. u insolu- 
bility noun. insolubly adverb. 
u 1 baffling, enigmatic, incomprehensible, 
inexplicable, mystifying, puzzling, strange, 
unaccountable, unanswerable, unfathomable, 
unsolvable. 


insolvent /m'solv(ə)nt/ adjective unable to pay 
debts. @zoun insolvent debtor. o insolvency 
noun, 


m adjective bankrupt, colloquial broke, colloquial 
bust, failed, ruined. 


insomnia /m'spmntoe/ noun sleeplessness. 


insomniac /m'somniek/ noun person suffer- 
ing from insomnia. ' 


insouciant /m'su:sient/ adjective carefree, 
unconcerned. o insouciance noun. 


inspect /m'spekt/ verb 4 look closely at. 2 
examine officially. o inspection noun. 

m check, examine, colloquial give it the once-over, 

investigate, peruse, pore over, scan, scrutinize, 

study, survey, vet. 0 inspection check, check-up, 

examination, colloquial going-over, investigation, 

review, scrutiny, survey. 


inspector noun 1 official employed to inspect 
or supervise. 2 police officer next above sergeant 
in rank. o inspectorate noun. 


a 1 controller, examiner, investigator, official, 

| scrutineer, superintendent, supervisor, tester. 
inspiration /mspe'rers(a)n/ noun 1 creative 

force or Aae 2 person etc. stimulating Cre- 

ativity etc. 3 divine influence, esp. on writing ks 

Scripture. 4 sudden brilliant idea. o insp 

ational adjective. a 
m 1, 2 creativity, enthusiasm, genius, imagination. 
impulse, incitement, influence, motivation, me 
prompting, spur, stimulation, stimulus. 4 colloq 
brainwave, idea, insight, revelation, thought. 


inspire /m'spare/ verb (-ring) 1 stimulate 
(person) to esp. creative activity. 2 (us 
with) animate. 3 (usually + in, into) instilthear 
or feeling into. 4 prompt; give rise to. “ion. 
inspired adjective) characterized by inspira 

o inspiring adjective. 
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p 1-3 animate, arouse, awaken, egg on, 
encourage, energize, colloquial enthuse, fire, 
galvanize, influence, inspirit, kindle, motivate, 
provoke, quicken, reassure, spur, stimulate, stir, 
support. 4 activate, give rise to, instigate, prompt, 
provoke, set off, spark off, stimulate. 


inspirit /m'sprit/ verb (-t-) 1 put life into; 
animate. 2 encourage. 


inst. abbreviation instant, of current month. 


instability /mstə'bilıtr/ noun lack of stability. 
n capriciousness, change, changeableness, 
fickleness, fluctuation, flux, impermanence, 
inconstancy, insecurity, mutability, 
precariousness, shakiness, transience, 
uncertainty, unpredictability, unreliability, 
unsteadiness, vacillation, variability, variations, 
weakness. 


install /m'stə:1/ verb 1 place (equipment etc.) in 
position ready for use. 2 place (person) in office 
with ceremony. 3 settle (person, oneself, etc.) in 
position. o installation /-sta'ler-/ noun. 

a 1 fit, fix, putin, set up. 2 inaugurate, induct, 

instate, institute, invest, swear in. 3 ensconce, 

establish, place, position, settle, station. 


instalment noun (US installment) 1 any of 
several usually equal payments for something. 2 
any of several parts, esp. of broadcast or pub- 
lished story. 


| a 2 chapter, episode, part. 


instance /'mst(ə)ns/ noun 1 example. 2 particu- 
lar case. © verb (-cing) cite as instance. 


u noun 1 case, example, exemplar, illustration, 
precedent, sample. 2 case, occasion, occurrence. 


instant /‘mst(e)nt/ adjective 1 occurring imme- 
diately. 2 (of food etc.) processed for quick pre- 
paration. 3 urgent, pressing. 4 of current month. 
© noun 1 precise moment. 2 short space of time. 
m adjective 1 direct, fast, immediate, 
instantaneous, on the spot, prompt, quick, rapid, 
Speedy, split-second, swift, unhesitating. 3 
Pressing, urgent. © noun 1 minute, moment, point 
of time, second. 2 flash, colloquial jiffy, moment, 
colloquial second, split second, colloquial tick, 
trice, twinkling (of an eye). 


instantaneous 


adjective 
occurring or done in an instant. o instantan- 
eously adverb. 

instantly adverb immediately. 


matat /m'stert/ verb (often + in) install, estab- 
sh. 


/msten'temres/ 


instead /m'sted/ adverb (+ of) in place of; as 
Substitute or alternative for. 


instep /mstep/ noun 4 inner arch of foot 
between toes and ankle. 2 part of shoe etc. fitting 
is. 


instigate /‘mstigett/ verb (ting) 1 bring about 
by persuasion. 2 incite. Uinstigation noun. 
instigator noun. 


inspirit | instruction 


m activate, begin, bring about, cause, encourage, 
foment, generate, incite, induce, initiate, inspire, 
kindle, prompt, provoke, set up, start, stimulate, 
stir up, urge, whip up. o instigator agitator, 
fomenter, inciter, initiator, leader, mischief-maker, 
provoker, ringleader, troublemaker. 


instil /m'stil/ verb (US instill) (-1l-) 4 (often + into) 
put (ideas etc. into mind etc.) gradually. 2 put in 
by drops. a instillation noun. instilment noun. 

m 1 din, implant, inculcate, infuse, inject, insinuate, 
introduce. 2 dribble, drip. 


instinct /'mstmkt/ noun 1 inborn pattern of 
behaviour; innate impulse. 2 (often + for) in- 
tuition. cinstinctive /-'stmktrv/ adjective. in- 
stinctively’ /-'stmktrvli/ adverb. instinctual 
/-stipktjual/ adjective. 
@ 1 impulse, inclination, instinctive urge, 
propensity, tendency, urge. 2 bent, faculty, feel, 
feeling, hunch, intuition, presentiment, sixth 
sense. O instinctive automatic, congenital, 
constitutional, gut, impulsive, inborn, inbred, 
inherent, innate, instinctual, intuitive, involuntary, 
irrational, mechanical, native, natural, reflex, 
spontaneous, subconscious, unconscious, 
unreasoning, unthinking, visceral. 


institute /‘mstitju:t/ noun organized body for 
promotion of science, education, etc. © verb 
(ting) 1 establish. 2 initiate (inquiry etc.). 3 
(usually + to, into) appoint (person) as cleric in 
church etc. 
m academy, college, establishment, foundation, 
organization, school. @ verb 1 create, establish, 
found, inaugurate, launch, organize, set up. 2 
begin, initiate, instigate, introduce, open, 
originate, pioneer, set up, start. 


institution /mstr'tju:[(e)n/ noun 1 (esp. 
charitable) organization or society. 2 established 
law or custom. 3 colloquial well-known person. 4 
instituting, being instituted. 
a 1 academy, college, establishment, foundation, 
home, hospital, institute, organization, society. 2 
convention, custom, habit, practice, ritual, routine, 
tule, tradition. 4 creation, establishing, formation, 
founding, inauguration, inception, initiation, 
introduction, launching, opening, setting up. 


institutional adjective 1 of or like an institu- 
tion. 2 typical of institutions. 


institutionalize verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 (as institutionalized adjective) made 
dependent by long period in institution. 2 place 
or keep in institution. 3 make institutional. 


instruct /m'strakt/ verb 1 teach. 2 (usually + to 
do) direct, command. 3 employ (lawyer). 4 
inform. o instructor noun. 
m 1 coach, drill, educate, indoctrinate, inform, 
lecture, prepare, school, teach, train, tutor. 2 
authorize, brief, charge, command, direct, enjoin, 
give the order, order, require, tell. o instructor 
adviser, coach, demonstrator, educator, guide, 
teacher, trainer, tutor. 


instruction /m'strak/(e)n/ noun 1 (often in 
plural) order, direction (as to how thing works 


instructive | intangible 


etc.). 2 teaching. 0 instructional adjective. 
aia brief, charge, command, 
direction, directive, order, requisition. 2 briefing, 
coaching, drill, education, guidance, y 
indoctrination, lessons, schooling, teaching, 
training, tuition, tutoring. 


instructive /m'straktıv/ adjective tending to 
instruct; enlightening. j 

u didactic, edifying, educational, enlightening, 

helpful, illuminating, improving, informational, 

informative, instructional, revealing. 


instrument /‘mstrement/ noun 1 tool, imple- 
ment. 2(in full musical instrument) contrivance 
for producing musical sounds. 3 thing used in 
performing action. 4 person made use of. 5 meas- 
uring device, esp. inaircraft. 6 formal (esp. legal) 
document. 


a 1 apparatus, appliance, contraption, device, 
gadget, implement, machine, mechanism, tool, 
utensil. 


instrumental /mstre'ment(e)l/ adjective 1 
servingas instrument or means. 2 (of music) per- 
formed on instruments. 


u 1 active, advantageous, beneficial, contributory, 

| helpful, influential, supportive, useful, valuable. 

instrumentalist noun performer on musical 
instrument. 

instrumentality /mstremen'teliti/ noun 
agency, means. 

instrumentation /mstremen'ters(e)n/ noun 1 
provision or use of instruments. 2 arrangement 
of music for instruments. 3 particular instru- 
ments used in piece. 


insubordinate /msoe'bo:dmat/ adjective dis- 
obedient; unruly. o insubordination noun. 

n defiant, disobedient, insurgent, mutinous, 

rebellious, recalcitrant, refractory, riotous, 

seditious, undisciplined, unruly. 


insubstantial /msəb'stænf(ə)l/ adjective 1 
lacking solidity or substance. 2 not real. 
insufferable /m'safereb(s)l/ adjective 1 un- 
bearable. 2 unbearably conceited etc. o insuffer- 
ably adverb. 


insufficient /msa'fif(e)nt/ adjective not 
enough, inadequate. cinsufficiency noun. 
insufficiently adverb. 

u deficient, disappointing, inadequate, 

incomplete, meagre, mean, niggardly, colloquial 

pathetic, poor, scanty, scarce, short, skimpy, 

sparse, too little, unsatisfactory. 


insular /‘msjula/ adjective 4 of or like an island. 
2 separated, remote. 3 narrow-minded. o insu- 
larity /-‘ler-/ noun. 

n 2closed, cut off, isolated, remote, separated. 3 

limited, narrow, narrow-minded, parochial, 

provincial, restricted. 


insulate /‘msjulert/ verb (-ting) 1 cover, esp. 
with non-conductor, to prevent passage of elec- 
tricity, heat, sound, etc. 2 isolate. o insulation 
noun. insulator noun. 


= 
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a 1 cocoon, cover, cushion, enclose, isolate, lag 
protect, shield, surround, wrap up. 2 cutoff, ~ 
detach, isolate, keep apart, quarantine, seg; 
separate. segregate, 


insulin /‘msjulm/ noun hormone regulati 
amount of glucose in the blood, the lack fetes 
causes diabetes. 


insult verb /m'salt/ 1 abuse scornfully; treat 
with indignity. 2 offend self-respect etc. of 
@noun /‘msalt/ insulting remark or action. 
o insulting adjective. insultingly adverb. 3 
a verb 1 abuse, be rude to, call names, slang cock 
a snook at, defame, dishonour, disparage, libel, 
mock, patronize, revile, slander, slang, slight, 
sneer at, snub, vilify. 2 affront, offend, outrage. 
@ noun affront, aspersion, indignity, libel, 
colloquial put-down, slight, slur, snub; (insults) 
abuse, cheek, contumely, defamation, impudence, 
insulting behaviour, rudeness, slander. 
o insulting see RUDE 1. 


insuperable /m'su:pereb(e)l/ adjective 1 
impossible to surmount. 2 impossible to over- 
come. cdinsuperability moun. insuperably 
adverb. 


a insurmountable, overwhelming, 
unconquerable. 


insupportable /msə'ps:təb(ə)l/ adjective 1 
unbearable. 2 unjustifiable. 

insurance /m'suerens/ noun 1 procedure or 
contract securing compensation for loss, 


damage, injury, or death on payment of 
premium. 2 sum paid to effect insurance. 


u 1 assurance, cover, indemnification, indemnity, 
policy, protection, security. 


insure /m'Jua/ verb (ring) (often + against) 
effect insurance with respect to. 


| n cover, indemnify, protect. 


insurgent /m's3:d3(e)nt/ adjective in revolt; 
rebellious. @ moun rebel. cinsurgence noun. 
insurgency noun (plural -ies). 


insurmountable /mse'mauntab(@)!/ adjective 
insuperable. 

insurrection /msə'rekf(ə)n/ noun rising in re 
sistance to authority; incipient reel 
Dinsurrectionary adjective. insurrectionis' 
noun. : 

intact /m'teekt/ adjective 1 unimpaired; entire. 
2 untouched. 


u 1 complete, entire, integral, perfect, solid, 
sound, unbroken, undamaged, unharmed, 
unscathed, whole. 


intaglio /m'ta:l1au/ noun (plural -s) 1 gem with 
incised design. 2 engraved design. 

intake noun 4 action of taking in. 2 pore 
things, or quantity taken in. 3 place where Wi 
is taken into pipe, or fuel or air into engine. 


5 cant 

intangible /m'tendstb(e)l/ adjective that © 
not be touched or mentally grasped. 2 intang! 
bility noun. intangibly adverb. 
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pabstract, airy, disembodied, elusive, ethereal, 
iterary evanescent, fleeting, impalpable, 
imperceptible, imponderable, incorporeal, 
indefinite, insubstantial, invisible, shadowy, 


unreal, vague. 


integer ['mtıd3ə/ noun whole number. 


integral /mtigr(e)l/ adjective 1 of or essential 
to a whole. 2 complete. 3 of or denoted by an 
integer. 
usaGE Integral is often pronounced /m'tegr(e)l/ 
(with the stress on the -teg-), but this is consid- 
ered incorrect by some people. 
a 1 basic, constituent, essential, fundamental, 
indispensable, intrinsic, irreplaceable, necessary, 
requisite. 2 complete, full, indivisible, intact, whole. 


integrate /‘mtigreit/ verb (-ting) 1 combine 
(parts) into whole. 2 complete by adding parts. 3 
bring or come into equal membership of society. 
4 desegregate (school etc.), esp. racially. a inte- 
grated circuit small piece of material replacing 
electrical circuit of many components. 0 inte- 
gration noun. 

u amalgamate, assemble, blend, bring together, 

coalesce, combine, desegregate, consolidate, 

fuse, harmonize, incorporate, join, knit, merge, 

mix, put together, unify, unite, weld. 


integrity /m'tegriti/ noun 1 honesty; moral 
strength. 2 wholeness; soundness. 
u 1 character, decency, fidelity, goodness, 
honesty, honour, incorruptibility, loyalty, morality, 
principle, probity, rectitude, reliability, 
righteousness, sincerity, trustworthiness, 
uprightness, veracity, virtue. 2 completeness, 
oneness, soundness, unity, wholeness. 


integument /m'tegjument/ noun skin, husk, or 
other (natural) covering. 


intellect /'mtəlekt/ noun faculty of knowing 
and reasoning; understanding. 

m brains, cleverness, discernment, genius, 

intelligence, judgement, mind, rationality, reason, 

Sagacity, sense, understanding, wisdom, wit. 


intellectual /mta'lektSual/ adjective 1 of, 
requiring, or using intellect. 2 having highly 
developed intellect. © noun intellectual person. 
n intellectualize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing). 
intellectually adverb. 
n adjective 4 academic, bookish, cerebral, 
Cultural, cultured, deep, difficult, educated, 
educational, colloquial highbrow, improving, 
Scholarly, studious, thinking, thoughtful, 
thought-provoking. 2 see INTELLIGENT. © noun 
academic, colloquial egghead, genius, colloquial 
highbrow, mastermind, savant, thinker; 
(intellectuals) the intelligentsia. 


intelligence /m'telids(e)ns/ noun 1 intellect, 


quickness of understanding. 2 collecting of 


information, esp. secretly for military or polit- 
ical purposes. 3 people employed in this. 4 
information collected. Dintelligence quotient 
number denoting ratio of person’s intelligence 
to the average. 


integer | intensify 


m 1 ability, acumen, alertness, astuteness, 
brainpower, brains, brightness, brilliance, 
Capacity, cleverness, discernment, genius, 
colloquial grey matter, insight, intellect, 
judgement, keenness, mind, colloquial nous, 
perceptiveness, perspicaciousness, perspicacity, 
quickness, reason, sagacity, sense, sharpness, 
shrewdness, understanding, wisdom, wit, wits. 2, 
3 espionage, secret service, spying. 4 data, facts, 
information, knowledge, colloquial low-down, 
news, notification, report, warning. 


intelligent adjective having or showing intelli- 
gence, clever. o intelligently adverb. 
gable, acute, alert, astute, brainy, bright, brilliant, 
canny, clever, discerning, educated, intellectual, 
knowing, penetrating, perceptive, percipient, 
perspicacious, profound, quick, rational, 
reasonable, sagacious, sensible, sharp, shrewd, 
smart, thinking, thoughtful, trenchant, wise, 
colloquial with it, witty. ; 


intelligentsia /mtel'dzentsrə/ noun class of 
intellectuals regarded as cultured and politically 
enterprising. 

intelligible /m'telidzib(e)l/ adjective that can be 
understood. o intelligibility noun. intelligibly 
adverb. 

m clear, comprehensible, decipherable, 

fathomable, legible, logical, lucid, meaningful, 

plain, straightforward, unambiguous, 

understandable. 


intemperate /m'tempərət/ adjective 4 immod- 
erate. 2 excessive in consumption of alcohol, or 
in general indulgence of appetite. a intemper- 
ance noun. 

intend /m'tend/ verb 1 have as one's purpose. 2 
(usually + for, as, to do) design, destine. 

u aim, aspire, contemplate, design, determine, 

have in mind, mean, plan, plot, propose, purpose, 

resolve, scheme. 


intended adjective done on purpose. @ noun col- 
loquial fiancé(e). 

intense /m'tens/ adjective (r, -st) 1 existing in 
high degree; extreme; vehement; violent, force- 
ful. 2 very emotional. o intensity noun (plural 
-ies). intensely adverb. 


USAGE Intense is sometimes confused with 
intensive, and wrongly used to describe a course 
of study etc. 
m 1 (intense pain) acute, agonizing, excruciating, 
extreme, fierce, great, harsh, keen, severe, sharp; 
(intense feelings) ardent, burning, consuming, 
deep, eager, earnest, fervent, fervid, passionate, 
rful, profound, serious, strong, towering, 
vehement, violent. 2 ardent, earnest, emotional, 
fanatical, fervent, fervid, impassioned, 
passionate, serious, vehement, zealous. 


intensify verb (ies, -ied) make or become 
(more) intense. 0 intensification noun 
n add to, aggravate, augment, boost, build up, 
deepen, emphasize, escalate, exacerbate, fire, 
focus, fuel, heighten, increase, magnify, quicken, 


intensive | interested 


raise, redouble, reinforce, sharpen, step up, 
strengthen, whet. 


intensive /m'tenstv/ adjective 1 thorough, vig- 
orous; concentrated. 2 of or relating to intensity. 
3 increasing production relative to cost. 
o -intensive making much use of. intensive care 
medical treatment with constant supervision of 
dangerously ill patient. o intensively adverb. 

u 1 all out, comprehensive, concentrated, 

detailed, exhaustive, high-powered, thorough, 
unremitting. 

intent /m'tent/ moun intention; purpose. 
@adjective 1 (usually + on) resolved, bent. 2 
attentively occupied. 3 eager. oto all intents 
and purposes practically. o intently adverb. 
intentness noun. 

u noun see INTENTION 1. © adjective 1 bent, 

committed, determined, firm, focused, keen, 

resolute, resolved, set. 2 absorbed, attentive, 

concentrated, concentrating, engrossed, 

occupied, preoccupied, steadfast, watchful. 3 

eager, earnest, enthusiastic, keen, zealous. 


intention /m'tenJ(e)n/ noun 1 purpose, aim. 2 
intending. 

u 1 aim, ambition, design, end, goal, intent, object, 

objective, plan, point, purpose, target. 


intentional adjective done on purpose. o inten- 
tionally adverb. 

a calculated, conscious, contrived, deliberate, 

designed, intended, knowing, planned, 

pre-arranged, preconceived, premeditated, 

prepared, studied, wilful. 


Inter /m'ts:/ verb (-rr-) bury (corpse etc.). 

inter- combining form 1 among, between. 2 
mutually, reciprocally. 

interact /mte'rekt/ verb act on each other. 
o interaction noun. 


interactive adjective1 reciprocally active. 2 (of 

computer etc.) allowing two-way flow of informa- 

ton between itself and user. o interactively 
verb. 


interbreed [mte'bri:d/ verb (past & past parti- 
ciple-bred) (cause to) produce hybrid individual. 

intercalary /m'ts:kalert/ adjective 1 inserted to 
harmonize calendar with solar year. 2 having 
such addition. 3 interpolated. 

intercede /mte'si:d/ verb (-ding) intervene on 
behalf of another; plead. 

intercept /mtə'sept/ verb 1 seize, catch, stop, 
etc. in transit. 2 cut off. o interception noun. 
interceptor noun. 

m ambush, arrest, block, catch, check, cut off, 


deflect, head off, impede, interrupt, obstruct, stop, 
thwart, trap. 


intercession /mta'sef(e)n/ noun interceding. 
o intercessor noun. 

interchange verb /mtə'tfemd3/ (-ging) 1 (of 
two people) exchange (things) with each other. 2 
make exchange of (two things); alternate. e noun 
['mtətfemd3/ 1 reciprocal exchange. 2 alterna- 
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tion. 3 road junction where traffic s 
cross. 0 interchangeable adjetie a s donot 


inter-city /mte'stti/ adjective existi 
ling between cities. ing or trave]. 


intercom /'mtəkom/ noun colloquial 
intercommunication by telephone or radio. g 


intercommunicate /mteke'mju:nikert 
(ting) 1 have communication with each other” 3 
(ofroomsetc.) open into each other. o intercom. 
munication noun. 


intercommunion /mtake'mju:nien/ noun 
muaa communion, esp. between religious 
es. 


interconnect /mteke'nekt/ verb connect with 
each other. o interconnection noun. 


intercontinental /intakontrnent(a)!/ adjec- 
tiveconnecting or travelling between continents, 


intercourse /‘mtako:s/ noun 1 social, interna- 
tional, etc. communication or dealings. 2 sexual 
intercourse. 

m 1 communication, conversation, dealings, 

interaction, traffic. 2 carnal knowledge, coition, 

coitus, copulation, intimacy, lovemaking, mating, 

colloquial sex, sexual intercourse, union. 


interdenominational 
/mtedmomr'nerfan(2)l/ adjective of or involving 
more than one Christian denomination. 


interdependent /mtedr'pend(a)nt/ adjective 
mutually dependent. o interdependence noun. 


interdict noun /‘mtadikt/ 1 formal prohibition. 
2 RC Church sentence debarring person, or esp. 
place, from ecclesiastical functions and privil- 
eges. @verb /mtea'dikt/ 1 prohibit (action). 2 
forbid use of. 3 (usually + from) restrain (person). 
o interdiction /-dik-/ noun. interdictory /-'dik-/ 
adjective. 


interdisciplinary /mtedisi'plmeri/ adjective 
of or involving different branches of learning. 


interest /‘mtrast/ noun 1 concern; curiosity. 2 
quality causing this; significance. 3 subject, 
hobby, etc., towards which one feels it. 4 advant- 
age. 5 money paid for use of money borrowed etc. 
6 thing in which one has stake or concern. 7 
financial stake. 8 legal concern, title, or right. 
© verb 1 arouse interest of. 2 (usually + im) cause 
to take interest. 

m noun 1 attention, attentiveness, concern, 

curiosity, involvement, notice, regard, scrutiny. 2 

consequence, importance, moment, note, _ 

noteworthiness, significance, value. 3 activity, z 

diversion, hobby, pastime, preoccupation, pursu™ 

relaxation. © verb 1 absorb, appeal to, arouse the 
curiosity of, attract, capture the imagination of, 
captivate, concern, divert, enchant, engage, 
engross, entertain, enthral, excite, fascinate, 
intrigue, involve, occupy, preoccupy, stimulate, 
colloquial turn on. 


interested adjective 1 having curiosity 
aronaedl 2 having private interest; not impar 
tial. 
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! a1 absorbed, attentive, curious, engrossed, 

enthusiastic, immersed, intent, involved, keen, 
occupied, preoccupied, rapt, responsive, riveted. 
2 biased, concerned, involved, partial, partisan. 


interesting adjective causing curiosity; hold- 
ing the attention. o Interestingly adverb. 
pabsorbing, appealing, attractive, compelling, 
curious, diverting, engaging, engrossing, 
entertaining, enthralling, fascinating, gripping, 
intriguing, inviting, original, piquant, riveting, 
spellbinding, unusual. 


interface /'mtəfers/ moun 1 surface forming 
common boundary of two regions. 2 place where 
interaction occurs between two systems etc. 3 
apparatus for connecting two pieces of esp. com- 
puting equipment so they can be operated 
jointly. @ verb (-cing) 1 connect by means of 
interface. 2 interact. 

interfere /mte'fie/ verb (-ring) 1 (often + with) 
meddle. 2 (often + with) be an obstacle. 3 (often + 
in) intervene. 4 (+ with) molest sexually. o inter- 
fering adjective. 

n 1, 3 be a busybody, butt in, interrupt, intervene, 

intrude, meddle, obtrude, colloquial poke one's 

nose in, put one's oarin, pry, colloquial snoop, 

tamper. 2 (interfere with) see OBSTRUCT 3. 

o interfering see Nosy. 


interference noun 1 interfering. 2 fading of 
received radio signals. 

interferon /mts'fieron/ noun protein inhibiting 
development of virus in cell. 

interfuse /mte'fju:z/ verb (-sing) mix, blend. 
Cinterfusion noun. 

interim /‘mterm/ noun intervening time. 
© adjective provisional, temporary. 

u adjective half-time, halfway, provisional, 

stopgap, temporary. f 


interior /m'trarta/ adjective 1 inner. 2 inland. 3 
internal; domestic. © noun 1 inner part; inside. 
2 inland region. 3 home affairs of country. 4 rep- 
resentation of inside of room etc. 

u adjective 1 see INTERNAL 1. © noun 1 centre, 

Core, depths, heart, inside, middle, nucleus. 


interject /mtə'dzekt/ verb 1 make (remark etc.) 

i abruptly or parenthetically. 2 interrupt. 

interjection /mtə'dzekf(ə)n/ noun exclam- 
on. 


interlace /mtə'lers/ verb (-cing) bind intri- 
cately together; interweave. 
interlard [mtə'la:d/ verb mix (speech etc.) with 
a words or phrases. 
nterleave /mtə'li:v/ verb (ving) insert 
any blank) leaves between leaves of (book). 
nterline /mtə'lam/ verb (-ning) put extra layer 
of material between fabric of (garment) and its 
lining. 
interlink [mtə'lmk/ verb link together. 
interlock /mtea'lok/ verb 1 engage with each 


other by Overlapping etc. 2 lock to 
I l . gether. @ noun 
machine-knitted fabric with fine stitches. 


interesting | internal 


interlocutor [mtə'lokjutə/ noun formal person 


who takes part in conversation. o interlocuto 
adjective. i 


interloper /'mtələupə/ noun 1 intruder. 2 
person who thrusts himself or herself into 
others’ affairs. 


interlude /‘mtalu:d/ noun 1 interval between 
parts of play etc. 2 performance filling this. 3 


contrasting time, event, etc. in middle of some- 
thing. 


a 1, 2 entr’acte, Music intermezzo, intermission, 
interval. 3 see INTERVAL 2. 


intermarry /mtə'mærı/ verb (-ies, -ied) (+ with) 
(ofrraces, castes, families, etc.) become connected 
by marriage. o intermarriage /-r1d3/ noun. 


intermediary /mta'mi:diert/ noun (plural 
-ies) mediator. © adjective 1 acting as mediator. 
2 intermediate. 

@ noun agent, ambassador, arbiter, arbitrator, 
broker, go-between, mediator, middleman, 

negotiator, referee, spokesperson, umpire. 


intermediate /mte'mi:drat/ adjective coming 
between in time, place, order, etc. @ noun inter- 
mediate thing. 
@ adjective average, halfway, intermediary, 
intervening, mean, medial, median, middle, 
midway, neither one thing nor the other, neutral, 
transitional. 


interment /m'ts:moent/ noun burial. 


intermezzo /mta'metseu/ noun (plural -mezzi 
/-st/ or -s) Music short connecting movement or 
composition. 


interminable /m'ts:mməb(ə)l/ adjective 1 
endless. 2 tediously long. o interminably adverb. 


intermingle /mtə'mmg(ə)l/ verb (ling) mix 
together; mingle. 


intermission /mtə'mıf(ə)n/ noun 1 pause, ces- 
sation. 2 interval in cinema etc. 


intermittent /mte'mit(e)nt/ adjective occur- 
ring at intervals; not continuous or steady. 
a intermittently adverb. 


n broken, discontinuous, erratic, fitful, irregular, 
occasional, on and off, periodic, random, 
recurrent, spasmodic, sporadic. 


intermix /mtə'mıks/ verb mix together. 


intern noun /‘mts:n/ US resident junior doctor 
in hospital. © verb /m'ts:n/ confine within pre- 
scribed limits. o internee /-ni:/ noun. intern- 
ment noun. 


internal /m'ts:n(e)l/ adjective 1 of or in the 
inside of thing. 2 relating to inside of the body. 3 
private; kept from public knowledge. 4 of 
domestic affairs of country. 5 (of students) 
attending a university as well as taking its 
exams. 6 used or applying within an organ- 
ization. 7 intrinsic. 8 of mind or soul. 
o internal-combustion engine engine in which 
motive power comes from explosion of gas or 
vapour with air in cylinder. a internally adverb. 


international | interstate 


m 1 inner, inside, interior, inward. 3 confidential, 
hidden, in-house, intimate, personal, private, 
secret, undisclosed. 


international /mtə'næfən(ə)l/ 3 adjective 1 
existing or carried on between nations. 2 agreed 
on by many nations. @ noun 1 contest (usually 
in sports) between representatives of different 
nations. 2 such representative. 3 (International) 
any of 4 successive associations for socialist or 
communist action. ointernationality /-'nzl-/ 
noun. internationally adverb. 


u adjective cosmopolitan, global, 
| intercontinental, universal, worldwide. 


internationalism noun advocacy of commun- 
ity of interests among nations. o international- 
ist noun. 

internationalize verb (also -ise) (zing or 
-sing) 1 make international. 2 bring under joint 
protection etc. of different nations. 

internecine /mte'ni:sam/ adjective mutually 
destructive. 

interpenetrate /mta'penitreit/ verb (-ting) 1 
penetrate each other. 2 pervade. o interpenetra- 
tion noun. 

interpersonal /mte'ps:sen(e)l/ adjective be- 
tween people. 

interplanetary /mtə'plænıtərı/ adjective be- 
tween planets. 

interplay /‘mtepler/ noun reciprocal action. 

Interpol /'mtəpvl/ noun International Criminal 
Police Organization. 

interpolate /m'ts:pelert/ verb (-ting) 1 insert 
or introduce between other things. 2 make (esp. 
misleading) insertions in. o interpolation noun. 

interpose /mte'pauz/ verb (-sing) 1 insert 
(thing between others). 2 introduce, use, say, etc. 
as interruption or interference; interrupt. 3 
advance (objection etc.) so as to interfere. 4 inter- 
vene. o interposition /-pa'z1J(o)n/ noun. 

interpret /m'ts:prit/ verb (-t-) 1 explain the 
meaning of (esp. words). 2 render, represent. 3 
act as interpreter. o interpretation noun. inter- 
pretive adjective. 

m 1, 2 clarify, clear up, construe, decipher, decode, 

define, elucidate, explain, explicate, expound, 

gloss, make clear, make sense of, paraphrase, 

render, rephrase, reword, simplify, sort out, 

translate, understand, unravel, work out. 3 

translate. O interpretation clarification, 

definition, elucidation, explanation, gloss, 

paraphrase, reading, rendering, translation, 

understanding, version. 
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Interpreter oun person who translates o 


interracial /mte'rerf(a)l/ adjective 3 
affecting different races. adjective between or 


interregnum /mtə'regnəm/ noun 
interval with suspension of normal (pirt 51 


between successive reigns or regimes, 2 inte 
pause. al, 


interrelated /mtarrlettid/ adjective re 
each other. cinterrelation noun. ners 
tionship noun. £ 


interrogate /m'terəgert/ verb (-tin 
closely or formally. o arakat maa 
rogator noun. 
a o interrogation cross-examination, 
debriefing, examination, grilling, inquisition, 
questioning, third degree. 


interrogative /mtə'rogətıv/ adjective 1 of, like, 
or used in questions. 2 Grammar (of adjective 
or pronoun) asking question (see panel). © noun 
interrogative word. 

m adjective 1 asking, inquiring, inquisitive, 

interrogatory, investigatory, questioning. 


interrogatory /mta'rogatert/ adjective ques- 
tioning. @ noun (plural -ies) set of questions. 


interrupt /mtə'rapt/ verb 1 break continuity of 
(action, speech, etc.). 2 obstruct (view etc.). 
o interruption noun. 

@ 1 barge in, break in, break off, butt in, call a halt 

to, chime in, colloquial chip in, cut in, cut off, cut 

short, discontinue, disrupt, disturb, halt, heckle, 

hold up, interfere, intervene, intrude, punctuate, 

obstruct, spoil, stop, suspend, terminate. 

o interruption break, check, disruption, division, 

gap, halt, hiatus, interference, interval, intrusion, 

stop, suspension. 


intersect /mta'sekt/ verb 1 divide by passing or 
lying across. 2 cross or cut each other. 


m 1 bisect, cross, divide. 2 bisect each other, 
converge, criss-cross, cross, meet, pass across 
each other. 


intersection /mtə'sekf(ə)n/ noun 1 inter- 
secting. 2 place where two roads intersect. 3 
pointorlinecommon tolinesor planes thatinter- 
sect. 

intersperse /mto'spa:s/ verb (-sing) 1 (usually 
+ between, among) scatter. 2 (+ with) vary (th 

by scattering others among it. 


interstate /‘mtesteit/ adjective existing etc. 
between states, esp. of US. 


Interrogative pronoun 


Interrogative pronouns (who, whom, which, what) introduce direct and indirect questions: 


What did he say? 

She asked him what he had said. 
Who are you? 

She asked him who he was. 


A question mark is used after a direct question, but not after an indirect question. 


o 9 


399 


interstellar /mte'stele/ adjective between 
stars. 

interstice /m'ta:stis/ noun 1 gap. 2 chink, 
crevice. 

interstitial /mtə'stıf(ə)l/ adjective forming or 
in interstices. 7 

intertwine /mtə'twam/ verb (-ning) (often + 
with) twine closely together. 

interval /'mtəv(ə)l/ noun 1 intervening time or 
space. 2 pause; break. 3 Music difference of pitch 
between two sounds. oat intervals here and 
there, now and then. 

u 1 delay, distance, gap, hiatus, interruption, 

lapse, opening, space, void, wait. 2 adjournment, 

break, ċolloquial breather, breathing-space, 

entr'acte, interlude, Music intermezzo, 

intermission, lull, pause, recess, respite, rest. 


intervene /mtə'vi:n/ verb (-ning) 4 occur in 
meantime. 2 interfere. 3 prevent or modify 
events. 4 come between people or things. 5 
mediate. 


m 2, 4 butt in, interfere, interrupt, intrude, step in. 5 
| arbitrate, intercede, interpose, mediate, step in. 


intervention /mtə'venf(ə)n/ noun 1 interven- 
ing. 2 interference. 3 mediation. 


interview /'mtəvju:/ noun 1 oral examination 
of applicant. 2 conversation with reporter, for 
broadcast or publication. 3 meeting of people, 
esp. for discussion. © verb hold interview with. 
o Interviewee /-vju:'i:/ noun. interviewer noun. 
a noun 1 appraisal, colloquial oral, questioning, 
selection procedure, vetting. 2 audience, 
conversation, talk. 3 conference, consultation, 
duologue, formal discussion, meeting. © verb 
appraise, ask questions of, evaluate, examine, 
interrogate, question, sound out, vet. 


interweave /mtə'wi:v/ verb (-ving; past -wove; 
past participle -woven) 1 weave together. 2 blend 
intimately. 

u 1 criss-cross, entwine, interlace, intertwine, knit, 

tangle, weave together. : 


intestate /m'testeit/ adjective not having made 
a will before death. © moun person who has died 
intestate. o intestacy /-təs1/ noun. 


intestine /m'testm/ noun (in singular or 
plural) lower part of alimentary canal. o intes- 
tinal adjective. 


m (intestines) bowels, entrails, guts, colloquial 
innards, colloquial insides, offal. 


intimate’ adjective /'mtmat/ 1 closely acquain- 
ted; familiar. 2 closely personal. 3 (usually + 
with) having sexual relations. 4 (of knowledge) 
thorough. 5 (of relationship between things) 
close. @ noun intimate friend. n intimacy /-məs1/ 
noun. intimately adverb. 


interstellar | intransigent 


m adjective 1 colloquial chummy, close, familiar, 
friendly, informal, colloquial thick. 2 confidential, 
personal, private, secret. 3 amorous, loving, 
physical, sexual. 4 detailed, exhaustive, 
extensive, thorough. @ noun see FRIEND 1. 


intimate? /‘mtimeit/ verb (ting) 4 state or make 
known. 2 imply. a intimation noun. 


| @ see INDICATE 1,2. 


intimidate /m'tmidert/ verb (-ting) frighten, 
esp. in order to influence conduct. o intimida- 
tion noun. 

u alarm, browbeat, bully, coerce, cow, daunt, 

dismay, frighten, hector, make afraid, menace, 

overawe, persecute, petrify, scare, terrify, 

terrorize, threaten, tyrannize. 


into /‘mtu, 'mta/ preposition 1 expressing motion 
or direction to point within, direction of attention, 
or change of state. 2 after the beginning of. 3 collo- 
quial interested in. 

intolerable /m'tolərəb(ə)l/ adjective that can- 
not be endured. o intolerably adverb. 


a excruciating, impossible, insufferable, 
insupportable, unacceptable, unbearable, 
unendurable. 


intolerant /m'toleront/ adjective not tolerant. 
o intolerance noun. 

u biased, bigoted, chauvinistic, discriminatory, 

dogmatic, illiberal, narrow-minded, one-sided, 

opinionated, prejudiced, racist, sexist, 

uncharitable, unsympathetic, xenophobic. 


intonation /mtə'nerf(ə)n/ noun 1 modulation of 
voice; accent. 2 intoning. 

m 1 accent, delivery, inflection, modulation, 

pronunciation, sound, speech pattern, tone. 


intone /m'teun/ verb (-ning) recite with pro- 
longed sounds, esp. in monotone. 
in toto /m ‘tauteu/ adverb entirely. [Latin] 
intoxicant /m'toksikent/ adjective intoxicat- 
ing. © noun intoxicating substance. 
intoxicate /m'toksikert/ verb (-ting) 1 make 
drunk. 2 excite or elate beyond self-control. 
Uintoxicated adjective. intoxicating adjective. 
intoxication noun. 


u 41 addle, inebriate, stupefy. O intoxicated see 
DRUNK adjective 1, EXCITED (EXCITE). intoxicating 
see ALCOHOLIC adjective, EXCITING (EXCITE). 


intractable /m'træktəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 not 
easily dealt with. 2 stubborn. dintractability 
noun. 

intramural /mtrə'mjvər(ə)l/ adjective situated 
or done within walls of institution etc. 


intransigent /m'trænsıdz(ə)nt/ adjective 
uncompromising. @noun such person. 
o intransigence noun. 


Intransitive verb 
See panel at TRANSITIVE VERB. 


Sevcscuccoecsoccccsoosocooooooococoescoosocososocccoococcococascoccnoessanooesaonnnoneos. 


intransitive | invalid 


intransitive /m'trensitiv/ adjective (of verb) 
not taking direct object (see panel at TRANSITIVE 
VERB). 

intrauterine /mtro'ju:taram/ adjective within 
the womb. 

intravenous /mtre'vi:nes/ adjective in(to) 
vein(s). o intravenously adverb. 

intrepid /m'trepid/ adjective fearless; brave. 
Dintrepidity /-tri'piditt/ noun. 

intricate /‘mtriket/ adjective complicated; per- 
plexingly detailed. cintricacy /-kəsı/ noun 
(plural -ies). intricately adverb. 

u complex, complicated, convoluted, delicate, 

detailed, elaborate, entangled, fancy, colloquial 

fiddly, involved, knotty, labyrinthine, ornate, 

sophisticated, tangled, tortuous. 


intrigue verb /m'tri:g/ (-gues, -gued, -guing) 1 
carry on underhand plot. 2 use secret influence. 
3 rouse curiosity of. @ noun /‘mtri:g/ 1 under- 
hand plotting or plot. 2 secret arrangement, esp. 
with romantic associations. o intriguing adjec- 
tive. intriguingly adverb. 

u verb 1 see PLOT verb 2. 3 appeal to, arouse the 
curiosity of, attract, beguile, captivate, capture the 
interest of, engage, engross, excite the curiosity of, 
fascinate, interest, stimulate, colloquial turn on. 

@ noun 1 see PLOT noun 3. 


intrinsic /m'trmzik/ adjective inherent; essen- 
tial. o intrinsically adverb. 

| @ basic, essential, fundamental, immanent, 
inborn, inbred, in-built, inherent, native, natural, 
proper, real. 


intro /'mtrəv/ noun (plural -s) colloquial intro- 
duction. 


introduce /mtrə'dju:s/ verb (-cing) 1 make 
(person) known by name to another. 2 announce 
or present to audience. 3 bring (custom etc.) into 
use. 4 bring (bill etc.) before Parliament. 5 (+ to) 
initiate (person) in subject. 6 insert. 7 bring in; 
usher in; bring forward. o introducible adjec- 
tive. 
m 1 (introduce to) acquaint with, make known to, 
present to. 2 announce, lead into, preface. 3 begin, 
bring in, create, establish, inaugurate, initiate, 
institute, launch, phase in, pioneer, set up, start. 6 
inject, insert, interpose, place in. 7 add, advance, 
begin, bring in, bring out, broach, make available, 
Offer, present, put forward, Suggest, usher in. 


introduction /mtra'dakS(e)n/ noun 1 introdu- 
cing, being introduced. 2 formal presentation of 
one person to another. 3 preliminary matter in 
book. 4 introductory treatise. 5 preliminary 
gon in piece of music. o introductory adjec- 
ive. 
E 1 see BEGINNING 1,2.3 foreword, colloquial intro, 
preamble, preface, prolegomenon, prologue. 5 
colloquial intro, lead-in, opening, overture, 
prelude. o introductory basic, early, first, 
fundamental, inaugural, initial, opening, prefatory, 
preliminary, preparatory, starting. 


introspection /mtre'spekJ(e)n/ noun exam- 
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ination of one’s own thoughts. ui 
adjective. ntrospective 


introvert noun 1 person chiefly concern 


his or her own thoughts. 2 shy thoughtful ed with 


© adjective (also introverted) characteristieeo™ 


introvert. o introversion /-'va: S(8)n/ noun, ofan 
a adjective (introverted) contemplative, 
introspective, inward-looking, meditative, 
pensive, quiet, reserved, retiring, self-contai 
shy, thoughtful, unsociable, withdrawn. 


ined, 


intrude /m'tru:d/ verb (-ding) (+ on, upon, into) 4 
come uninvited or unwanted. 2 force ona person, 
ü intrusion /-3(2)n/ noun. intrusive /-s1v/ adjec- 
tive. 

m 1 breakin, buttin, encroach, gatecrash, 

interfere, interpose, interrupt, intervene, obtrude, 

colloquial snoop. 


intruder /m'tru:da/ noun person who intrudes, 
esp. into a building with criminal intent. 

m burglar, gatecrasher, housebreaker, infiltrator, 

interloper, invader, prowler, raider, robber, 

colloquial snooper, thief, trespasser, uninvited 

guest. 


intuition /mtju:1J(e)n/ noun 1 immediate 
apprehension by mind without reasoning. 2 
immediate insight. o intuit /m'tju:it/ verb. intu- 
itional adjective. 


m 1 see INSTINCT 2. 2 insight, perceptiveness, 
percipience. 


intuitive /m'tju:1trv/ adjective of, having, or per- 
ceived by intuition. o intuitively adverb. intui- 
tiveness noun. 


Inuit /'mju:1t/ noun (plural same or -s) 1 N. 
American Eskimo. 2 language of Inuit. @ adjec- 
tive of Inuit or their language. 


inundate /'mandert/ verb (ting) (often + with) 
1 flood. 2 overwhelm. o inundation noun. 


inure /rnjua/ verb (-ring) habituate, accustom. 
o inurement noun. 


invade /m'veid/ verb (-ding) 1 enter (country 
etc.) with arms to control or subdue it. 2 swarm 
into. 3 (of disease etc.) attack. 4 encroach on. 
o invader noun. 

@ 1 attack, descend on, enter, infiltrate, march into, 

occupy, overrun, raid, subdue. 2 crowd into, infest, 

overrun, pervade, swarm into. 3 afflict, attack, 

infect. 4 encroach on, impinge on, infringe on, 

intrude on, trespass on, violate. 


invalid’ /'mvəlıd, -li:d/ noun person enfeebled or 
disabled by illness or injury. © adjective 1 of 0 
for invalids. 2 sick; disabled. © verb (-d-) 1 onea 
+ out etc.) remove from active service. 2 asa 7 
(person) by illness. o invalidism noun. invalidity 
[-lıd-/ noun. 
m noun cripple, incurable, patient, sufferer, 3 
valetudinarian. © adjective 2 see iLL adjective t- 


t- 
invalid? /m'veelid/ adjective 1 not legally accep 
able. 2 not sound or well grounded. O invalidity 
/-va'lid-/ noun. 
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n 4 null and void, out of date, unacceptable, 
unusable, void, worthless. 2 fallacious, false, 
illogical, incorrect, irrational, spurious, 
unconvincing, unfounded, unreasonable, 
unscientific, unsound, untenable, untrue, wrong. 


invalidate /m'veelidert/ verb (-ting) make 
invalid. o invalidation noun. 

invaluable /m'vzljuab(e)l/ adjective beyond 
price; very valuable. 


u costly, incalculable, inestimable, irreplaceable, 

| precious, priceless, useful, valuable. 
invariable /m'vearteb(e)l/ adjective unchange- 

able; always the same. o invariably adverb. 

u changeless, constant, eternal, even, immutable, 
inflexible, permanent, predictable, regular, 
reliable, rigid, solid, stable, steady, unalterable, 
unchangeable, unchanging, unfailing, uniform, 
unvarying, unwavering. 


invasion /m've13(a)n/ noun 1 invading, being 
invaded. 2 arrival of large number of things or 
people. o invasive /-stv/ adjective 

n 1 assault, attack, encroachment, foray, 

incursion, infiltration, inroad, intrusion, onslaught, 

raid, violation. 2 flood, usually derogatory horde, 

infestation, influx, spate, stream, swarm, throng. 

o invasive intrusive, meddlesome, colloquial 

nosy, obtrusive, prying. 


invective /m'vektrv/ noun violent attack in 
words. 


inveigh /m'ver/ verb (+ against) speak or write 
with strong hostility against. 


inveigle /m'verg(ə)l/ verb (-ling) (+ into, to do) 
entice, persuade by guile. o inveiglement noun. 


invent /in'vent/ verb 1 create by thought; origin- 
ate. 2 fabricate (story etc.). o inventor noun. 
u 1 coin, conceive, concoct, construct, contrive, 
create, design, devise, discover, dream up, 
formulate, hit upon, imagine, improvise, make, 
originate, plan, put together, colloquial think up. 2 
concoct, colloquial cook up, fabricate, make up, 
manufacture, trump up. O inventor architect, 
author, colloquial boffin, creator, designer, 
discoverer, maker, originator. 


invention /m'venf(e)n/ noun 1 inventing, being 
invented. 2 thing invented. 3 invented story. 4 
inventiveness. 
m 1 coinage, creation, design, discovery, 
innovation. 2 colloquial brainchild, coinage, 
contraption, contrivance, creation, device, gadget. 
3 deceit, fabrication, falsehood, fantasy, fib, 
fiction, figment, lie. 4 see INVENTIVENESS 
(INVENTIVE). 


inventive adjective 1 able to invent. 2 imagina- 
tive. o inventively adverb. inventiveness noun. 
a clever, creative, enterprising, fertile (mind), 
imaginative, ingenious, innovative, inspired, 
Original, resourceful. o inventiveness creativity, 
genius, imagination, ingenuity, inspiration, 
invention, originality, resourcefulness. 


inventory /‘mventeri/ noun (plural ies) list of 


invalidate | invincible 


goods etc. @ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 make inventory of. 
2 enter in inventory. 


inverse /m'vs:s/ adjective inverted in position, 
order, or relation. @noun 1 inverted state. 2 
(often + of) direct opposite. o inverse propor- 
tion, ratio relation between two quantities such 
that one increases in proportion as the other 
decreases. 


| m adjective opposite, reversed, transposed. 


inversion /m'va:{(2)n/ noun inverting, esp. 
reversal of normal order of words. 


invert /m'vs:t/ verb 1 turn upside down. 2 
reverse position, order, or relation of. o inverted 
commas quotation marks (see panel at QUOTA- 
TION MARKS). 


l m 1 capsize, overturn, upset. 2 reverse, transpose. 


invertebrate /m'vs:tibrat/ adjective without 
backbone. © noun invertebrate animal. 


invest /m'vest/ verb 4 (often + in) put money for 

profit (into shares, stocks, etc.). 2 (often + in) 
apply or use (money) for profit. 3 devote (time 
etc.) to an enterprise. 4 (+ in) buy (something 
useful or otherwise rewarding). 5 (+ with) endue 
with qualities etc. 6 (often + with, in) clothe with 
insignia of office. o investor noun. 

a 1 buy stocks and shares, play the market, 

speculate. 2 lay out, put to work, sink, use ~ 

profitably, venture. 4 (invest in) see Buy verb 1. 


investigate /m'vestigert/ verb (-ting) inquire 
into; examine. o investigation noun. investi- 
gative /-gativ/ adjective. investigator moun. in- 
vestigatory /-gat(a)r1/ adjective. 
m analyse, consider, enquire into, examine, 
explore, follow up, gather evidence about, go into, 
inquire into, look into, probe, research, scrutinize, 
sift (evidence), study, slang suss out, colloquial 
weigh up. o investigation enquiry, examination, 
inquiry, inquisition, inspection, colloquial 
post-mortem, probe, quest, research, review, 
scrutiny, search, study, survey. 


investiture /m'vestit/a/ noun formal investing 
of person with honours etc. 

investment noun 1 investing. 2 money 
invested. 3 property etc. in which money is 
invested. 

inveterate /m'vetərət/ adjective 1 (of person) 
confirmed in (usually undesirable) habit etc. 2 
(of habit etc.) long-established. oinveteracy 
noun. 

invidious /m'vidies/ adjective likely to excite ill 
will against performer, possessor, etc. 


| a undesirable, unenviable. 


invigilate /m'vidsilert/ verb (-ting) supervise 
examinees. Uinvigilation noun. Iinvigilator 
noun. 

invigorate /m'vigareit/ verb (-ting) give vigour 
to. o invigorating adjective. ` 


invincible /m'vmsib(ə)l/ adjective unconquer- 
able. a invincibility noun. invincibly adverb. 


inviolable | iris 


m impregnable, indestructible, indomitable, 
insuperable, invulnerable, strong, unassailable, 
unbeatable, unconquerable, unstoppable. 


inviolable /m'vateleb(e)l/ adjective not to be 
violated. o Inviolability noun. 

inviolate /m'vatelat/ adjective not violated; safe 
(from harm). o inviolacy noun. 

invisible /m'vizib(e)l/ adjective that cannot be 
seen. Dinvisible exports, imports items for 
which payment is made by or to another country 
but which are not goods. o invisibility /-'bilrtr/ 
noun. invisibly adverb. 

u camouflaged, concealed, covered, disguised, 

hidden, imperceptible, inconspicuous, obscured, 

out of sight, secret, undetectable, unnoticeable, 

unnoticed, unseen. 


invite verb /m'vait/ (-ting) 1 request courteously 
to come, to do, etc. 2 solicit courteously. 3 tend to 
evoke unintentionally. 4 attract. © noun /'mvart/ 
colloquial invitation. o invitation /mvi'te1J(9)n/ 
noun. 


m verb 1 ask, encourage, request, summon, urge. 
2 see soLicir 1. 4 attract, entice, tempt. 


Inviting adjective attractive. cinvitingly 
adverb. 


| m See ATTRACTIVE. 


in vitro Įm ‘vi:trev/ adverb (of biological 
processes) taking place in test-tube or other 
laboratory environment. [Latin] 

invocation /mvə'kerf(ə)n/ noun 1 invoking. 2 
calling on, esp. in prayer or for inspiration etc. 
o invocatory /m'vokətərı/ adjective. 

invoice /'mvəais/ noun bill for usually itemized 
goodsetc. © verb(-cing) 1 sendinvoiceto. 2make 
invoice of. 


l @ noun account, bill, list, statement. 


invoke /m'vauk/ verb (-king) 1 call on in prayer 
or as witness. 2 appeal to (law, authority, etc.). 3 
summon (spirit) by charms. 4 ask earnestly for 
(vengeance, justice, etc.). 

m 1, 2 appeal to, entreat, implore, petition, pray to, 

solicit, literary supplicate. 3 call up, conjure, 

summon. 4 appeal for, call for, cry out for, plead for, 

Pray for. 


involuntary /m'volenteri/ adjective 1 done etc. 
without exercise of will. 2 not controlled by will. 
n involuntarily adverb. 

automatic, conditioned, impulsive, instinctive, 

mechanical, reflex, Spontaneous, unconscious, 

uncontrollable, unintentional, unthinking, 

unwitting. 


involute /‘mvelu:t/ lective 1 intricate. 
Bret adj tricate. 2 


involution /mva'lu:S(ayn/ noun 4 involving. 2 
jae: 3 curling inwards. 4 part so curled. 
involve /m'volv/ verb (-ving) 4 (often + in) cause 
(person, thing) to share experience or Breer 2 
(as involved adjective) concerned, interested. 3 
imply, make necessary. 4 (often + in) implicate 
(person) in charge, crime, etc. 5 include or affect 
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in its operation. 6 (as involved 
cated. n involvement noun, pease) Compl. 
@ 2 (involved) see Busy adjective 1, INTERESTED 
3 call for, demand, entail, imply, nece 1. 
require. 4 embroil, implicate, include, incrimį 
inculpate, mix up. 5 affect, comprise, concer > 
contain, embrace, hold, include, incorporate,’ 
interest, take in, touch. 6 (involved) see com 
pease o involvement association, 
complicity, entanglement, interesi , Parti 
partnership. participation, 


invulnerable /m'valnərəb(ə)l/ adjecti 
cannot be wounded. o vulnerable, ae tat 

inward /'mwad/ adjective 1 directed to 
inside; going in. 2situated within. 3 mental, spir- 
itual. @ adverb (also inwards) 1 towards inside. 
2in mind or soul. p 

inwardly adverb 1 on the inside. 2 in mind 
spirit. 3 not aloud. S 

inwrought /m'ro:t/ adjective 4 (often + with) 
decorated. (with pattern). 2 (often + in, on) (of 
pattern) wrought (in or on fabric). 

iodine /'aradi:n/ noun 1 black solid halogen 
element forming violet vapour. 2 solution of this 
used as antiseptic. 

TOM abbreviation Isle of Man. 

ion /'arən/ noun atom or group of atoms that has 
lost or gained one or more electrons. 

ionic /ar'pntk/ adjective of or using ions. 

ionize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) convert or 
be converted into ion(s). o ionization noun. 

ionosphere /ar'pnasfia/ noun ionized region in 
upper atmosphere. o ionospheric /-'sfer-/ adjec- 
tive. 

iota /ar'suta/ noun 1 ninth letter of Greek alpha- 
bet (7, ). 2 (usually with negative) a jot. 

IOU /arau'ju:/ noun (plural -s) signed document 
acknowledging debt. 

IOW abbreviation Isle of Wight. 

IPA abbreviation International Phonetic Alpha 
bet. 


ipecacuanha /pikekju'a:ne/ noun root of S. 
American plant used as emetic etc. 

ipso facto /rpsau ‘feektau/ adverb by that very 
fact. [Latin] 

1Q abbreviation intelligence quotient. 

IRA abbreviation Irish Republican Army. 

Iranian /rremren/ adjective 1 of Iran (formerly 
Persia). 2 of group of languages including 
Persian. @ noun native or national of Iran. 

Iraqi /rra:ki/ adjective of Iraq. @ noun (plural-s) 
native or national of Iraq. 

irascible /rreestb(2)l/ adjective irritable; hot 
tempered. o irascibility noun. 

irate /ar'rert/ adjective angry, enraged. 

ire /'arə/ noun literary anger. a 

iri ' n jective 
itt Heiress Fe 2 changing colour 
with position. o iridescence noun. s 

iris /'arərıs/ noun 4 circular coloured membra" 
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surrounding pupil of eye. 2 bulbous or tuberous 
plant with sword-shaped leaves and showy 
flowers. 

Irish /'arərıf/ adjective of Ireland. © noun 1 Celtic 
language of Ireland. 2 (the Irish) (treated as 
plural) the Irish people. u lrish coffee coffee 
with dash of whiskey and a little sugar, topped 
with cream. Irishman, Irishwoman native of 
Ireland. Irish stew dish of stewed mutton, 
onions, and potatoes. 

irk verb irritate, annoy. 

irksome adjective annoying, tiresome. 

iron /‘aren/ noun 1 common strong grey metallic 
element. 2 this as symbol of strength or firmness. 
3 tool etc. of iron. 4 implement heated to smooth 
clothes etc. 5 golf club with iron or steel head. 6 
(in plural) fetters. 7 (in plural) stirrups. 8 (often 
in plural) leg-support to rectify malformations. 
Oadjective 1 of iron. 2 robust. 3 unyielding. 
overb smooth (clothes etc.) with heated iron. 
olron Age era characterized by use of iron 
weapons etc. Iron Curtain historical notional 
barrier to passage of people and information 
between Soviet bloc and West. ironing board 
narrow folding table etc. for ironing clothes on. 
iron lung rigid case over patient's body for 
administering prolonged artificial respiration. 
ironmonger dealer in Ironmongery, household 
and building hardware. iron rations small emer- 
gency supply of food. ironstone 1 hard iron ore. 
2 kind of hard white pottery. 


ironic /ar'rontk/ adjective (also ironical) using or 
displaying irony. a ironically adverb. 


derisive, double-edged, mocking, sarcastic, 
satirical, wry. 


irony /‘arreni/ noun (plural -ies) 1 expression of 
meaning, usually humorous or sarcastic, by use 
of words normally conveying opposite meaning. 
2 apparent perversity of fate or circumstances. 


| m 1 double meaning, mockery, sarcasm, satire. 


irradiate /rrerdrert/ verb (-ting) 1 subject to 
radiation. 2 shine on. 3 throw light on. 4 light up. 
o irradiation noun. 

irrational /rræfən(ə)l/ adjective 4 unreason- 
able, illogical. 2 not endowed with reason. 3 
Mathematics not expressible as an ordinary frac- 
tion. o irrationality /-'næl-/ noun. irrationally 
adverb. 

a 1, 2 absurd, arbitrary, biased, crazy, emotional, 

emotive, illogical, insane, mad, nonsensical, 

prejudiced, senseless, silly, subjective, surreal, 

unconvincing, unintelligent, unreasonable, 

unreasoning, unsound, unthinking, wild. 


irreconcilable /rrekənsaləb(ə)l/ adjective 1 
implacably hostile. 2 (of ideas etc.) incompatible. 
Oirreconcilably adverb. 

irrecoverable /mrkavarab(e)l/ adjective that 
cannot be recovered or remedied. 

irredeemable /mr'di:məb(ə)l/ adjective that 
cannot be redeemed, hopeless. o irredeemably 
adverb. 

irreducible /rrdju:stb(e)l/ adjective not able to 
be reduced or simplified. 


Irish | irresistible 


irrefutable /irrfju:təb(ə)l/ adjective that cannot 
be refuted. a irrefutably adverb. 


irregular /rregjule/ adjective 1 not regular; 
unsymmetrical, uneven; varying in form. 
2 not occurring at regular intervals. 3 contrary 
to rule. 4 (of troops) not in regular army. 5 (of 
verb, noun, etc.) not inflected according to usual 
rules. @moun (in plural) irregular troops. 
o irregularity /-‘lzr-/ noun (plural -ies). irregu- 
larly adverb. 
u adjective 1 asymmetrical, broken, bumpy, 
Jagged, lopsided, lumpy, patchy, pitted, ragged, 
rough, uneven, up and down. 2 erratic, fitful, 
fluctuating, halting, haphazard, intermittent, 
occasional, random, spasmodic, sporadic, 
unequal, unpredictable, unpunctual, variable, 
varying, wavering. 3 abnormal, anomalous, 
eccentric, exceptional, extraordinary, illegal, 
improper, odd, peculiar, quirky, unconventional, 
unofficial, unplanned, unscheduled, unusual. 


irrelevant /rrelrv(e)nt/ adjective not relevant. 
pistes noun. irrelevancy noun (plural 
sles). 

u beside the point, extraneous, immaterial, 

impertinent, inapplicable, inapposite, 

inapprepriate, inessential, pointless, 

unconnected, unnecessary, unrelated. 


irreligious /mrlıdzəs/ adjective 1 lacking or 
hostile to religion. 2 irreverent. 

@ 1 agnostic, atheistic, godless, heathen, 

humanist, pagan, unbelieving, uncommitted, 

unconverted. 2 impious, irreverent, profane, 

sacrilegious, sinful, ungodly, unrighteous, 

wicked. 


irremediable /mrmi:drəb(ə)l/ adjective that 
cannot be remedied.  irremediably adverb. 


irremovable /mrmu:vəb(ə)l/ adjective not 
removable. o irremovably adverb. 


irreparable /rrepareb(e)l/ adjective that can- 
not be rectified or made good. dirreparably 
adverb. 

u hopeless, incurable, irrecoverable, 

irremediable, irretrievable, irreversible, lasting, 

permanent, unalterable. 


irreplaceable /m'pleiseb(e)l/ adjective that 
cannot be replaced. 


| u inimitable, invaluable, priceless, rare, unique. 


irrepressible /mrpresib(ə)l/ adjective that 
cannot be repressed. o irrepressibly adverb. 

um boisterous, bouncy, bubbly, buoyant, ebullient, 

lively, resilient, uncontrollable, ungovernable, 

uninhibited, unmanageable, unrestrainable, 

unstoppable, vigorous. 


irreproachable /mrprəvtfəb(ə)l/ adjective 
faultless, blameless. o irreproachably adverb. 


irresistible /mrzistib(s)l/ adjective too strong, 

convincing, charming, etc. to be resisted. 
lrresistibility /-brlıtı/ noun. irresistibly 
adverb. 


irresolute | issue 


m compelling, inescapable, inexorable, x 
irrepressible, not to be denied, overpowering, 
overriding, overwhelming, persuasive, powerful, 
relentless, seductive, strong, unavoidable, 
uncontrollable. 


irresolute /rrezəlu:t/ adjective hesitating; 
lacking in resolution. o irresoluteness noun. 
irresolution /-‘lu:J(e)n/ noun. 
m doubtful, fickle, hesitant, indecisive, open to 
compromise, shilly-shallying, tentative, uncertain, 
undecided, vacillating, wavering, weak, 
weak-willed. 


irrespective /mi'spektrv/ adjective (+ of) not 
taking into account; regardless of. 
irresponsible /mrsponsib(s)l/ adjective 1 
acting or done without due sense of responsibil- 
ity. 2 not responsible. o irresponsibility noun. 
irresponsibly adverb. 
u 1 antisocial, careless, conscienceless, 
devil-may-care, feckless, immature, immoral, 
inconsiderate, negligent, rash, reckless, selfish, 
shiftless, thoughtless, unethical, unreliable, 
unthinking, untrustworthy, wild. 


irretrievable /mrtri:vəb(ə)l/ adjective that 
cannot be retrieved or restored. o irretrievably 
adverb. 

irreverent /rrevərənt/ adjective lacking in 
reverence. Cirreverence noun. irreverently 
adverb. 

u blasphemous, disrespectful, impious, 
irreligious, profane, rude, sacrilegious, ungodly, 
unholy. 


irreversible /rr'vs:sıb(ə)l/ adjective that 
cannot be reversed or altered. o irreversibly 
adverb. 


irrevocable /rrevəkəb(ə)l/ adjective 4 unalter- 
able. 2 gone beyond recall. o irrevocably adverb. 
m 1 binding, final, fixed, hard and fast, immutable, 
irreparable, irreversible, permanent, settled, 
unalterable, unchangeable. 2 irrecoverable, 
irretrievable, lost. 


irrigate /‘1rigert/ verb (-ting) 1 water (land) by 
system of artificial channels. 2 (of stream etc.) 
supply (land) with water. 3 Medicine moisten 
(wound etc.) with constant flow of’ liquid. a irrig- 
able adjective. irrigation noun. irrigator noun. 
8 1, 2 flood, inundate, supply water to, water. 


irritable /‘1ritab(e)l/ adjective 1 easily annoyed. 
2 very sensitive to contact. o irritability nour. 
irritably adverb. 
u 1 bad-tempered, cantankerous, choleric, 
crabby, cross, crotchety, crusty, curmudgeonly, 
dyspeptic, edgy, fractious, grumpy, ill-humoured, 
ill-tempered, impatient, irascible, over-sensitive, 
peevish, pettish, petulant, prickly, querulous, 
colloquial ratty, short-tempered, colloquial 
snappy, testy, tetchy, touchy, waspish. 


irritant (‘trtt(@)nt/ adjective causing irritation. 
© noun irritant substance or agent. 


irritate ['mrtert/ verb (-ting) 1 excite to anger; 
annoy. 2 stimulate discomfort in (part of body). 
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a irritating adjective. irritation noun 
| 1 see annoy 1. à 
IS. abbreviation Island(s); Isle(s). 
is 3rd singular present of Bg. 


-ish /1f/ suffix forming adjectives: 
having the qualities or characteris aous) 
nationality of. 2 (from adjectives) somewhat = 
(from numbers, times of day, etc.) colloquial io 
the region of; approximately, n 
isinglass /'azmgla:s/ noun 
obtained from sturgeon etc. 


Islam /'1zla:m/ noun 1 religion of Mus]; 3 
claimed by Prophet Muhammad. 2 tha Mo 
world. o Islamic /-1æm-/ adjective. 


island /‘atlend/ noun 1 piece of land surrouni 
by water. 2 traffic island. 3 detached or EEE 
ing. 


l m 1 atoll, literaryisle, islet; (islands) archipelago. 


islander noun native or inhabitant of island. 


isle /a1l/ noun literary (usually small) island. 
islet /‘atltt/ noun small island. 
isn’t /'z(ə)nt/ is not. 
isobar /'arsəba:/ noun line on map connecting 
places with same atmospheric pressure. o iso- 
baric /-bær-/ adjective. 
isolate /'arsəlert/ verb (-ting) 1 place apart or 
alone. 2 separate (esp. infectious patient from 
others). 3 insulate (electrical apparatus), esp. by 
gap. 4 disconnect. o isolated adjective. isolation 
noun. 
m 1, 2 cloister, cordon off, cut off, detach, exclude, 
insulate, keep apart, place apart, quarantine, 
seclude, segregate, separate, sequester, set apart, 
shut off, shut out, single out. 3 see INSULATE 1. 
o isolated see SOLITARY 1-2. 


kind of gelatin 


isolationism noun policy of holding aloof from 
affairs of other countries or groups. o isolation- 
ist noun. 

isomer /'arsəmə/ noun one of two or more com: 
pounds with same molecular formula but differ- 
ent arrangement of atoms. o isomeric /-'mer-/ 
adjective. isomerism /at'spmariz(e)m/ noun. 

isosceles /ar'svsili:z/ adjective (of triangle) 
having two sides equal. 

isotherm /‘atsa0a:m/ noun line on map S 
necting places with same temperature. Oiso: 
thermal /-'03:m(e)1/ adjective. a 

isotope /'arsətəup/ noun any of two or mo 
forms of chemical element with different ne 
atomic mass and different nuclear but not 
ical properties. o isotopic /-'top-/ adjective. n 

Israeli /z'reilı/ adjective of modern state of 
Israel. © noun (plural -s) native or natio 
Israel. sation of 

issue /'1Ju:/ noun 1 giving out or circ 
shares, notes, stamps, etc. 2 copies of journal etc. 


es 
circulated at one time. 3 each of re ra 
of magazine etc. 4 outgoing, outflow. 5 a sult; 


question; essential subject of dispute. i 
outcome. 7 offspring. © verb (issues, 
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issuing) 1 go or come out. 2 give or send out; 
publish; circulate. 3 (often + with) supply. 4 (+ 
from) be derived, result from. 5 (+ from) emerge 
from. : 

a noun 2, 3 copy, edition, instalment, number, 
printing, publication, version. 5 affair, argument, 
controversy, dispute, matter, point, problem, - 
question, subject, topic. 6 conclusion, 
consequence, effect, end, impact, outcome, 
colloquial pay-off, repercussions, result, upshot. 
© verb 1 appear, come out, emerge, erupt, flow out, 
gush, leak, rise, spring. 2 announce, bring out, 
broadcast, circulate, declare, disseminate, 
distribute, give out, make public, print, produce, 
promulgate, publicize, publish, put out, release, 
send out; (issue with) equip with, furnish with, 
provide with, supply with. 


isthmus /‘ismas/ noun (plural -es) neck of land 
connecting two larger land masses. 


IT abbreviation information technology. 


it pronoun 1 the thing in question. 2 indefinite, 
undefined, or impersonal subject, action, condi- 
tion, object, etc. 3 substitute for deferred subject 
or object. 4 exactly what is needed. 5 perfection. 
6 slang sexual intercourse; sex appeal. o that’s 
it colloquial 1 that is what is required. 2 that is 
the difficulty. 3 that is the end, enough. 


Italian /rteljon/ noun native, national, or lan- 
guage of Italy. © adjective of Italy. 


italic /r'teelik/ adjective 1 (of type etc.) of sloping 
kind. 2 (of handwriting) neat and pointed. 3 
(Italic) of ancient Italy. © noun (usually in 
plural) italic type. 


italicize /r'teelisaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) print in italics. 


itch noun 1 irritation in skin. 2 restless desire. 3 
disease with itch. © verb 1 feel irritation. 2 feel 
restless desire. 

m noun 1 irritation, prickling, tickle, tingling. 2 
ache, craving, desire, hankering, hunger, 
impatience, impulse, longing, need, restlessness, 
thirst, urge, wish, yearning, colloquial yen. @ verb 


isthmus | ivy 


1 be irritated, prickle, tickle, tingle. 2 (itch for) see 
DESIRE verb 1. 


itchy adjective (-ier, -iest) having or causing itch. 
o have itchy feet colloquial 1 be restless. 2 have 
urge to travel. 

it'd /‘ttad/ 1 it had. 2 it would. 

item [‘attem/ noun 1 any one of enumerated 
things. 2 separate or distinct piece of news etc. 

m 1 article, bit, component, contribution, entry, 

ingredient, lot, matter, object, particular, thing. 2 

.| account, article, feature, notice, piece, report. 


itemize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) state by 
items. o itemization noun. 

iterate /‘iterert/ verb (-ting) repeat; state repeat- 
edly. a iteration noun. iterative /-ratrv/ adjective. 

itinerant /ar'tmerent/ adjective travelling from 
place to place. @ noun itinerant person. 

itinerary /ar'tmorert/ noun (plural-ies)1 route. 
2 record of travel. 3 guidebook. 

i'll /'rt(o)1/ it will; it shall. 

its adjective of or belonging to it. 

it’s /its/ 1 itis. 2 it has. 
USAGE Because it has an apostrophe, it’s is 
easily confused with its. Both are correctly used 
in Where’s the dog? — It’s in its kennel, and it’s 
eaten its food (= It is in its kennel, and it has eaten 
its food.) 

itself /t'self/ pronoun: emphatic and reflexive 
form of tt. 

ITV abbreviation Independent Television. 

IUD abbreviation intrauterine (contraceptive) 
device. ; ; 

Pve /arv/ Ihave. 

ivory /‘atvari/ noun (plural -ies) 1 white sub- 
stance of tusks of elephant etc. 2 colour of this. 3 
(in plural) slang things made of or resembling 
ivory, esp. dice, piano keys, or teeth. o ivory 
tower seclusion from harsh realities of life. 

ivy /'arvı/ noun (plural -ies) climbing evergreen 
with shiny 5-angled leaves. 


soncarecccorssvesss evecscere 


jab verb (-bb-) 1 poke roughly. 2 stab. 3 (+ into) 
thrust (thing) hard or abruptly into. © noun 1 
abrupt blow or thrust. 2 colloquial hypodermic 
injection. 


u verb 1 dig, elbow, nudge, poke, prod, stab. 3 see 
| THRUST verb 3. 


jabber verb 1 chatter volubly. 2 utter fast and 
indistinctly. © noun chatter, gabble. 


jabot /'3æbəv/ noun frill on front of shirt or 
blouse. 


jacaranda /dzækə'rændə/ noun tropical Amer- 
ican tree with blue flowers or one with hard 
scented wood. 


jacinth /'d3æsm09/ noun reddish-orange zircon 
used as gem. 


jack noun 1 device for lifting heavy objects, esp. 
vehicles. 2 lowest-ranking court card. 3 ship’s 
flag, esp. showing nationality. 4 device using 
single-pronged plug to connect electrical equip- 
ment. 5 small white target ball in bowls. 6 (in 
plural) game played with jackstones. © verb 
(usually + up) raise (as) with jack. ojackboot 
boot reaching above knee. jack in slang abandon 
(attempt etc.). jack-in-the-box toy figure that 
springs out of box. jack of all trades person with 
many skills. jack plug electrical plug with single 
prong. jackstone metal etc. piece used in tossing 
games. 


jackal /‘d5zk(e)l/ noun African or Asian wild 
animal of dog family. 


jackass noun 1 male ass. 2 stupid person. 
jackdaw noun grey-headed bird of crow family. 


jacket /'d3ækıt/ noun 1 short coat with sleeves. 
2 covering round boiler etc. 3 outside wrapper of 
book. 4 skin of potato. a jacket potato one baked 
in its skin. 
m 1 see coaT noun 1.2 casing, cover, covering, 
sheath, wrapping. 3 cover, folder, wrapper. 
4 skin. 


jackknife noun large clasp-knife. © verb (-fing) 
Ss articulated vehicle) fold against itself in acci- 
ent. 


jackpot noun large prize, esp. accumulated in 
game, lottery, etc. 


Jacobean /dzækəbi:ən/ adjective of reign of 
James I. 


Jacobite /‘djekebait/ noun historical sup- 
porter of James II in exile, or of Stuarts. 


Jacuzzi /d3a'ku:z1/ noun (plural -s) proprietary 
fom large bath with massaging underwater 
jets. 


jade‘ noun 1 hard usually green sto: 
ments. 2 green colour ofjade. . 


jade? noun inferior or worn-out horse. 
jaded adjective 1 tired out. 2 surfeited. 


m 1 see WEARY adjective 1.2 bored, fed up, gorged 
listless, formal sated, satiated, surfeited. : 


jag noun sharp projection of rock etc. © verb 
(-gg-) 1 cut or tear unevenly. 2 make indenta- 
tions in. 

jagged /‘d3zgid/ adjective unevenly cut or torn. 
Ojaggedly adverb. jaggedness noun. 

m barbed, broken, chipped, indented, irregular, 

notched, ragged, rough, serrated, sharp, 

snagged, spiky, toothed, uneven, zigzag. 


ne for orna- 


jaguar /‘d3zgjua/ noun large American spotted 
animal of cat family. 


jail /dze1l/ (also gaol) noun 1 place for detention 
of prisoners. 2 confinement in jail. © verb put in 
jail. ojailbird prisoner; habitual criminal. 
o jailer (also gaoler) noun. 

a noun 1 historical Borstal, cell, custody, 

dungeon, guardhouse, US penitentiary, prison. 

e verb confine, detain, imprison, incarcerate, 

intern, send down, send to prison, shut away, shut 

up. O jailer guard, prison officer, slang screw, 

warder. 


jalap /'d3æləp/ noun purgative drug. 
jalopy /dzə'lopı/ noun (plural -ies) colloquial 
dilapidated old motor vehicle. 
jalousie /'3ælvzi:/ noun slatted blind or shutter. 
jam' verb (-mm-) 4 (usually + into, together, etc.) 
squeeze or cram into space. 2 become W . 
3 cause (machinery) to become wedged and so 
unworkable. 4 become wedged in this way. 5 
block (exit, road, etc.) by crowding. 6 (usually + 
on) apply (brakes) suddenly. 7 make (radio 
transmission) unintelligible with interference. 
@ noun 1 squeeze. 2 stoppage. 3 crowded ma 
esp. of traffic. 4 colloquial predicamer 
‚o jam-packed colloquial full to capacity. Le 
session (in jazz etc.) improvised ensem 
playing. 
m verb 4, 2 cram, crowd, crush, force, pack, ram, 
colloquial squash, squeeze, stick, stuff, wedge. 
block, bung up, clog, congest, fill, obstruct, 
overcrowd, stop up. © noun 1 crush, press; 
squeeze. 2 blockage, stoppage. 3 blockage, 
bottleneck, congestion, crowd, obstruction, 
throng. 4 difficulty, disputed dilemma, fix; al 
colloquial hole, colloquial hot water, colegas an 
pickle, plight, predicament, quandary, tighi 
trouble. 


3 2 
jam? noun 4 conserve of boiled fruit and sugar 
colloquial easy or pleasant thing. 
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| n 1 conserve, jelly, marmalade, preserve. 


jamb /d32m/ noun side post or side face of 
doorway or window frame. : 


jamboree /dzæmbə'ri:/ noun 1 celebration. 2 
large rally of Scouts. 


jammy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 covered with jam. 
2 colloquial lucky. 3 colloquial profitable. 


Jan. abbreviation January. 


jangle /'d3æng(ə)l/ verb (-ling) (cause to) make 
harsh metallic sound. © noun such sound. 

janitor /'d3ænıtə/ noun 1 doorkeeper. 2 care- 
taker. 


January /‘d3zenjuart/ noun (plural -ies) first 
month of year. 


japan /dge'pen/ noun hard usually black 
varnish. © verb (-nn-) make black and glossy (as) 
with japan. 

Japanese /d3zpe'ni:z/ noun (plural same) 
native, national, or language of Japan. © adjec- 
tive of Japan or its people or language. 


jape noun practical joke. 
japonica /dga'ponike/ noun flowering shrub 
with red flowers and edible fruits. 


jar' noun container, usually of glass and cylin- 
drical. 

u amphora, bottle, carafe, container, crock, glass, 

jug, pot, receptacle, urn, vase, vessel. 


jar? verb (-rr-) 1 (often + on) (of sound, manner, 
etc.) strike discordantly; grate. 2 (often + against, 
on) (cause to) strike (esp. part of body) with vibra- 
tion or shock. 3 (often + with) be at variance. 
@noun jarring sound, shock, or vibration. 
o jarring adjective. 

verb 1 grate, grind, jangle. 2 jerk, jog, jolt, rattle, 

shake, shock. o jarring see HARSH 1. 


jardinière /3a:dr'njea/ noun ornamental pot or 
stand for plants. x 


jargon /'dza:gən/ noun 1 words used by particu- 
lar group or profession. 2 debased or pretentious 
language. 

m argot, cant, creole, dialect, idiom, language, 

patois, slang, vernacular. 


jasmine /'d32zmm/ noun shrub with white or 
yellow flowers. 3 


jasper /'dz3æspə/ noun red, yellow, or brown 
Opaque quartz. 


Jaundice /‘dgo:ndis/ noun yellowing of skin 
caused by liver disease, bile disorder, etc. © verb 
(as jaundiced adjective) 1 affected with jaundice. 
2 envious, resentful. 


jaunt /dso:nt/ noun pleasure trip. e verb take a 
jaunt. 


a noun excursion, expedition, journey, outing, 
tour, trip. 


jaunty adjective (ier, -iest) 4 cheerful and 


jamb | jeopardize 


self-confident. 2 sprightly. ajauntily adverb. 
jJauntiness noun. ; 

m alert, breezy, bright, brisk, buoyant, carefree, 
cheeky, cheerful, debonair, frisky, lively, perky, 
self-confident, spirited, sprightly. 


javelin /'dzævəlm/ noun light spear thrown in 
sport or, formerly, as weapon. 

jaw noun 1 bony structure containing teeth. 2(in 
plural) mouth. 3 (in plural) gripping parts of tool 
etc. 4 colloquial tedious talk. © verb slang speak 
at tedious length. o jawbone lower jaw in most 
mammals. y 


jay noun noisy European bird of crow family 
with vivid plumage. o jaywalk walk across road 
carelessly or dangerously. jaywalker person 
who does this. 


jazz noun rhythmic syncopated esp. improvised 
music of American black origin. o and all that 
jazz colloquial and other related things. jazz up 
enliven. 

jazzy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of or like jazz. 2 
vivid. 

a 1 animated, lively, rhythmic, spirited, swinging, 

syncopated, vivacious. 2 bold, flashy, gaudy, loud, 

showy, vivid. ; 


jealous /‘dseles/ adjective (often + of ) 1 envious 
(of person etc.). 2 resentful of rivalry in love. 
3 protective (of rights etc.). o jealously adverb. 
jealousy noun (plural-ies). 
| a 1, 2 bitter, covetous, envious, grudging, 


jaundiced, resentful. 3 careful, possessive, 
| protective, vigilant, watchful. 
jeans /dsi:nz/ plural noun casual esp. denim 
trousers. 
Jeep noun proprietary term small sturdy esp. 
military vehicle with 4-wheel drive. 
jeer verb (often + at) scoff, deride. @ noun taunt. 
n verb barrack, boo, chaff, deride, gibe, heckle, 
hiss, slang knock, laugh, make fun (of), mock, 
ridicule, scoff, sneer, taunt, twit. 


Jehovah /dse‘houva/ noun (in Old Testament) 
God. o Jehovah’s Witness member of unortho- 
dox Christian sect. 

jejune /d3rdgu:n/ adjective (of ideas, writing, 
etc.) shallow, naive, or dry and uninteresting. 

jell verb colloquial 1 set as jelly. 2 (of ideas etc.) 
take definite form. 3 cohere. 


jellied /‘dgelid/ adjective (of food etc.) set as or in 
jelly. 


jelly /‘dseli/ noun (plural -ies) 1 (usually 
fruit-flavoured) semi-transparent dessert set 
with gelatin. 2 similar preparation asjam or con- 
diment. 2 slang gelignite. o jelly baby jelly-like 
baby-shaped sweet. jellyfish (plural same or -es) 
marine animal with jelly-like body and stinging 
tentacles. 

Jemmy /‘d3emt/ noun (plural -ies) burglar’s 
crowbar. 

jeopardize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 
endanger. 


jeopardy | jilt 


m endanger, gamble, imperil, menace, put at risk, 
tisk, threaten, venture. 


jeopardy /‘d3epedi/ noun danger, esp. severe. 

jerboa /d53:'bave/ noun small jumping desert 
rodent. 

Jeremiah /d3eri'mata/ noun dismal prophet. 


jerk' noun 1 sharp sudden pull, twist, etc. 2 spas- 
modic muscular twitch. 3 slang fool. © verb 
move, pull, throw, etc. with jerk. o jerky adjec- 
tive (-ier, -iest). jerkily adverb. jerkiness noun. 
u verb jar, jiggle, jog, jolt, lurch, move jerkily, move 
suddenly, pluck, pull, tug, tweak, twist, twitch, 
wrench, colloquial yank. o jerky bouncy, bumpy, 
convulsive, erratic, fitful, jolting, jumpy, rough, 
shaky, spasmodic, stopping and starting, twitchy, 
uncontrolled, uneven. 


jerk? verb cure (beef) by cutting in long slices and 
drying in the sun. 


Jerkin /'d53:km/ moun sleeveless jacket. 


jeroboam /dsera’bavem/ noun wine bottle of 
4-12 times ordinary size. 


jerry-building noun building of shoddy houses 
with bad materials. o jerry-builder noun. jerry- 
built adjective. 


jerrycan noun kind of petrol- or water-can. 

jersey /'d33:z1/ noun (plural-s) 1 knitted usually 
woollen pullover. 2 knitted fabric. 3 (Jersey) 
dairy cow from Jersey. 


Jerusalem artichoke /d3e'ru:salam/ noun 1 
kind of sunflower with edible tubers. 2 this tuber 
as vegetable. 


jest noun 1 joke. 2 fun. 3 banter. 4 object of deri- 
sion. © verb 1 joke. 2 fool about. o in jest in fun. 


| E noun 1 see JOKE noun 1. @ verb see JOKE verb. 


jester noun historical professional clown at 
medieval court etc. 


a buffoon, clown, comedian, comic, historical 
fool, joker. 


Jesuit /'dzezjurt/ noun member of RC Society of 
Jesus. o Jesuitical /-'1t-/ adjective. 


jet' noun 1 stream of water, steam, gas, flame, 
etc. shot esp. from small opening. 2 spout or 
nozzle for this purpose. 3 jet engine or plane. 
© verb (-tt-) 1 spurt out in jet(s). 2 colloquial send 
or travel by jet plane. u jet engine one using jet 
propulsion. jet lag exhaustion felt after long 
flight across time zones. jet-lagged adjective. jet 
plane one with jet engine. jet-propelled 1 having 
jet propulsion. 2 very fast. jet propulsion propul- 
sion by backward ejection of high-speed jet of gas 
etc. jet set wealthy people who travel widely, esp. 
for pleasure. jet-setter such a person. 


m noun 1 flow, fountain, gush, rush, spout, spray, 
spurt, squirt, stream. 2 nozzle, spout, sprinkler. 


jet’ noun 1 hard black lignite, often carved and 
highly polished. 2 deep glossy black colour. 
© adjective (also jet-black) of this colour. 


m adjective see BLACK adjective 1. 
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jetsam /‘dgetsam/ noun objects 
esp. jettisoned from ship. Washed ashore, 
jettison /‘dsetis(e)n/ verb 1 throw (carg 
etc.)fromshiporaircrafttolighteni o, fuel, 
getrid of. Sven it. 2 abandon; 


jetty /‘dsett/ noun (plural -ies) 1 pier 
water protecting or defending toe brear 
landing pier. c. 2 
m 1 breakwater, groyne, mole, pier. 2 landing 
stage, pier, quay, wharf. 


Jew /d3u:/ noun person of Hebrew 
whose religion is Judaism. sscenticy 
jewel /‘d3u:el/ noun 1 precious stone. 2 this used 
in watchmaking. 3 jewelled personal ornament. 
4 precious person or thing. © verb (-ll-; US -1 
(esp. as jewelled adjective) adorn or set with 
jewels. 


a noun 1 brilliant, gem, precious stone, rock, 
colloquial sparkler. 3 ( jewels) See JEWELLERY, 


jeweller noun (US jeweler) maker of or dealer 
in jewels or jewellery. 


l m goldsmith, silversmith. 


jewellery /‘d3u:alr1/ noun (also jewelry) rings, 
brooches, necklaces, etc. collectively. 


u gems, jewels, ornaments, treasure, colloquial 
sparklers. 


Jewish adjective of Jews or Judaism. o Jewish- 
ness noun. 


Jewry /‘d3uart/ noun Jews collectively. 


Jezebel /'dzezəbəl/ noun shameless or immoral 
woman. 

jib noun 1 projecting arm of crane. 2 triangular 
staysail. © verb (-bb-) 1 (esp. of horse) stop and 
refuse to go on. 2 (+ at) show aversion to. 

jibe’ = cme. 

jibe? US = cysz. 

jiffy /'dsuft/ noun (plural -ies) (also jiff) colloquial 
short time; moment. o Jiffy bag proprietary term 
padded envelope. 

jig noun 1 lively dance. 2 music for this. 3 device 
that holds piece of work and guides tools operat: 
ing on it. © verb (-gg-) 1 dance jig. 2 (often x 
about) move quickly up and down. 3 (often 
about) fidget. 


jigger /'d31gə/ noun small glass for measure of 
spirits. 


jiggery-pokery /dsigart'paukers/ noun collo- 
quial trickery; swindling. 

jiggle /‘ds19(2)l/ verb (-ling) (often + about) 1 rock 
or jerk lightly. 2 fidget. @ noun light shake. 

jigsaw noun 1 (in full jigsaw puzzle) picture 0” 
board etc. cut into irregular interlocking pier 
to be reassembled as pastime. 2 mechan. 
fine-bladed fret saw. a, 

Jihad /dzrhæd/ noun Muslim holy war agains 
unbelievers. ; 

er): 


jilt verb abruptly reject or abandon (esp. lov 
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n abandon, break with, desert, slang ditch, 

colloquial drop, colloquial dump, forsake, give 
erson) the brush-off, leave behind, leave in the 

lurch, reject, throw over. 


jingle ['dsmg(e)l/ noun 1 mixed ringing or clink- 
ing noise. 2 repetition of sounds in phrase. 3 
short catchy verse in advertising etc. © verb 
(ling) (cause to) make jingling sound. 

a noun chinking, clinking, jangling, ringing, 

tinkling, tintinnabulation. 3 doggerel, rhyme, 

song, tune, verse. © verb chime, chink, clink, 

jangle, ring, tinkle. 


jingo /'d3gmgeu/ noun (plural -es) blustering 
patriot. ojingoism noun. jingoist noun. jingo- 
istic /-'1s-/ adjective. 

jink verb 1 move elusively. 2 elude by dodging. 
o noun jinking. o high jinks boisterous fun. 

jinnee /‘dsmi:/ noun (also jinn, djinn /d3m/) 
(plural jinn or djinn) (in Muslim mythology) 
spirit of supernatural power in human or animal 
form. 

jinx colloquial noun person or thing that seems 
to bring bad luck. © verb (esp. as jinxed adjective) 
subject to bad luck. 

jitter /'dzıtə/ colloquial noun (the jitters) 
extreme nervousness. ©verb be nervous; act 
nervously. o jittery adjective. 

jive noun 1 lively dance of 1950s. 2 music for this. 
© verb (-ving) dance to or play jive music. o jiver 
noun. 


Jnr. abbreviation Junior. 


Job noun 1 piece of work (to be) done. 2something 
one has to do. 3 paid employment. 4 colloquial 
difficult task. 5 slang a crime, esp. a robbery. 
© verb (-bb-) 1 do jobs; do piece-work. 2 buy and 
sell (stocks etc.). 3 deal corruptly with (matter). 
u jobcentre local government office advertising 
available jobs. job-hunt colloquial seek employ- 
ment. job lot mixed lot bought at auction etc. 

a noun 1, 2 activity, assignment, charge, chore, 

duty, errand, function, mission, operation, project, 

pursuit, responsibility, role, stint, task, 
undertaking, work. 3 appointment, business, 

Calling, Career, craft, employment, livelihood, 

living, métier, occupation, position, post, 

Profession, sinecure, trade, vocation, work. 


Jobber /'dspba/ noun 1 person who jobs. 2 histor- 
ical principal or wholesaler on Stock Exchange. 


jobbery noun corrupt dealing. 
itless adjective unemployed. ujoblessness 


| u out of work, redundant, unemployed, unwaged. 


lob-sharing noun sharing of full-time job by 
i 0 or more people. o job-share noun & verb. 
ey l'dzokı/ noun (plural -s) rider in horse 
Rs S. © verb (-eys, -eyed) cheat, trick. o jockey 
jg r ee manoeuvre for advantage. 
CKstrap /'d3okstræp/ noun support or protec- 
tion for male genitals worn esp. Racca 


jocose ld3ə'kəvs/ adjective 1 playful. 2 jocular. 


jingle | joint 


i Rel adverb. jocosity /-'kvs-/ noun (plural 
jocular /'d3okjulə/ adjective 1 fond of joking; 
merry. 2 humorous. ajocularity /-ler-/ noun 
(plural -ies). jocularly adverb. 
u 1 cheerful, gay, glad, gleeful, happy, literary 
jocund, jokey, joking, jolly, jovial, joyous, jubilant, 
merry, overjoyed, rejoicing. 2 see HUMOROUS. 


jocund /‘d3nkend/ adjective literary merry, 
cheerful. ojocundity /dge'kan-/ noun (plural 
-ies). jocundly adverb. 

jodhpurs ['d30odpəz/ plural noun riding 
breeches tight below knee. 


Jog verb(-gg-) 1 run slowly, esp. as exercise. 2 
push, jerk. 3 nudge, esp. to alert. 4 stimulate 
(person's memory). @ noun 1 spell of jogging. 2 
slow walk or trot. 3 push, jerk. 3 nudge. o jogtrot 
slow regular trot. o jogger noun. 

m verb 1 exercise, lope, run, trot. 2 jar, jerk, joggle, 

Jolt, knock. 3 see NUDGE verb. 4 activate, arouse, 

prompt, refresh, remind, set off, stimulate, stir. 


Joggle /'d309(s)l/ verb (-ling) move in jerks. 
@ noun slight shake. 
joie de vivre /3wa: da'vi:vre/ noun exuberance; 
high spirits. [French] 
join verb 1 (often + to, together) put together; 
fasten, unite. 2 connect (points) by line etc. 3 
become member of (club etc.). 4 take one’s place 
with (person, group, etc.). 5 (+ in, for, etc.) take 
part with (others) in activity etc. 6 (often + with, 
to) come together; be united. 7 (of river etc.) 
become connected or continuous with. @ noun 
point, line, or surface of junction. o join in take 
part in (activity). join up enlist for military 
service. 
m verb 1 add, amalgamate, attach, combine, 
connect, couple, dock, dovetail, fasten, fit, fix, knit, 
link, marry, merge, put together, splice, tack on, 
unite, yoke. 3 affiliate with, become a member of, 
enlist in, enrol in, participate in, register for, sign 
up for, subscribe to, volunteer for. 4 accompany, 
associate with, follow, go with, colloquial latch on 
to, tag along with, team up with. 7 abut, adjoin, 
border on, come together, converge, meet, touch, 
verge on. © noun connection, joint, knot, link, 
mend, seam. 


joiner noun maker of furniture and light wood- 
work. o joinery noun. 

joint noun 1 place at which two or more things 
are joined. 2 device by which things are joined. 
3pointat which two bones fit together. 4 division 
of animal carcass as meat. 5 slang restaurant, 
bar, etc. 6 slang marijuana cigarette. @ adjective 
4 held by, done by, or belonging to two or more 
people etc. 2 sharing with another. everb 1 
connect by joint(s). 2divide atjoint or into joints. 
joint stock capital held jointly. ajointly 
adverb. 

a noun 1, 2 articulation, connection, hinge, 

junction, union. © adjective collaborative, 

collective, combined, common, communal, 

concerted, cooperative, corporate, general, 

colloquial disputed mutual, shared, united. 


jointure | judge 


jointure /‘dsomtfa/ noun estate settled on wife 
by husband for use after his death. 
joist zoun supporting beam in floor, ceiling, etc. 
n beam, girder, rafter. 


jojoba [həv'həvbə/ noun plant with seeds 
yielding oil used in cosmetics etc. 

joke noun 1 thing said or done to cause laughter; 
witticism. 2 ridiculous person or thing. © verb 

(-king) make jokes. o jokily adverb. Jokiness 

noun. jokingly adverb. jokey, joky adjective. 

u noun 1 colloquial crack, funny story, gag, jape, 

j jest, laugh, pleasantry, pun, quip, colloquial 
wisecrack, witticism. © verb banter, be facetious, 
clown, fool about, have a laugh, jest, make jokes, 
quip, tease. 


joker noun 1 person who jokes. 2 playing card 
used in some games. 

jollification /dsolifke1J(@)n/ noun merrymak- 
ing. 

jolly /‘dsoli/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1. cheerful; 
festive, jovial. 2 colloquial pleasant, delightful. 
eadverb colloquial very. everb (-ies, -ied) 
(usually + along) colloquial coax, humour. 
o jollity noun (plural -ies). 

u adjective 1 cheerful, delighted, festive, gay, glad, 

gleeful, good-humoured, grinning, happy, 

high-spirited, jocose, jocular, literary jocund, 

joking, jovial, joyful, joyous, jubilant, laughing, 

merry, playful, rejoicing, rosy-faced, smiling, 

sportive. 


jolt /d3ault/ verb 1 shake (esp. in vehicle) with 
jerk. 2 shock, perturb. 3 move along jerkily. 
© noun 1 jerk. 2 surprise, shock. 

uverb1 bounce, bump, jar, jerk, jog, shake, twitch. 

2 astonish, disturb, nonplus, perturb, shake up, 

shock, startle, stun, surprise. 


jonquil /‘dgonkwil/ noun narcissus with white 
or yellow fragrant flowers. 

josh slang verb tease; make fun of. enoun 
good-natured joke. 

joss noun Chinese idol. ojoss-stick incense 
stick for burning. 

jostle /‘dsns(2)l/ verb (-ling) 1 (often + against) 
knock; push, elbow. 2 (+ with) struggle with. 
o noun jostling. 


u 1 crowd, elbow, hustle, press, push, shove. 


jot verb (-tt-) (usually + down) write briefly or 
hastily. © noun very small amount. 


verb ( jot down) note, scribble, take down, write 
down. 


jotter noun small pad or notebook. 

joule /d3u:1/ noun SI unit of work and energy. 

journal /'dg3:n(a)l/_ noun 1 newspaper, 
periodical. 2 daily record of events; diary. 3 
account book. 4 part of shaft or axle resting on 
bearings. 

m 1 gazette, magazine, monthly, newsletter, 

newspaper, paper, periodical, publication, review, 


weekly. 2 account, annals, chronicle, diary, 
| dossier, history, log, record. 
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journalese /d33:na'li:z/ noun h 

of writing characteristic of Dene Style 
journalism /'d33:nel1z(a)m/ no i 

nalist. | noun work of oy, 
journalist /'d33:nəlıst/ noun person wri 

p ting fi 

or editing newspapers etc. u journalicy 8r 

adjective. j j alistic /- lis.) 
m broadcaster, columnist, contributor, 
correspondent, hack, colloquial news hound 
newspaperman, newspaperwoman, reporter. 
writer. 7 


journey /'d33:n1/ noun (plural -s) 1 act of goj 
from one place to another. 2 distance travelled, 
time taken. © verb (-s, -ed) make journey; travel 
journeyman qualified mechanic or artisan 
working for another. 

a noun crossing, drive, expedition, flight, mission, 

odyssey, passage, ride, run, travelling, trek, trip, i 

voyage. © verb see TRAVEL verb 1. 


joust /dzaust/ historical noun combat with 
lances between two mounted knights. over) 
engage in joust. o jouster noun. 

jovial /‘dgauviel/ adjective merry; convivial; 
hearty. o joviality /-'zl-/ noun. jovially adverb, 

jowl /dgaul/ noun 1 jaw, jawbone. 2 cheek. 3 loose 
skin on throat. 


joy noun 1 gladness, pleasure. 2 thing causing 
joy. 3 colloquial satisfaction. o joyride colloquial 
(go for) pleasure ride in esp. stolen car. joystick 
4 colloquial control column of aircraft. 2 lever for 
moving image on VDU screen. o joyful adjective. 
joyfully adverb. joyfulness noun. joyless adjec- 
tive. joyous adjective. joyously adverb. joy- 
ousness noun. 
1 bliss, cheer, cheerfulness, delight, ecstasy, 
elation, euphoria, exaltation, exhilaration, 
exultation, felicity, gaiety, gladness, glee, 
gratification, happiness, high spirits, hilarity, 
jocularity, joviality, joyfulness, joyousness, 
jubilation, light-heartedness, merriment, mirth, 
pleasure, rapture, rejoicing, triumph. O joyful 
buoyant, cheerful, delighted, ecstatic, elated, 
euphoric, exhilarated, exultant, gay, glad, gleeful, 
happy, literary jocund, jolly, jovial, joyous, jubilant, 
light-hearted, merry, overjoyed, pleased, 
rapturous, rejoicing, triumphant. 


JP abbreviation Justice of the Peace. 

Jr. abbreviation Junior. y cÈ 

jubilant /'dzu:bilənt/ adjective exultant, rejo! 
cing. a jubilantly adverb. jubilation noun. 

jubilee /dsu:bili:/ noun 1 anniversary (esp: 25" 
or 50th). 2 time of rejoicing. 


l n 2 celebration, commemoration, festival. 3 


Judaic /dgu:'denk/ adjective of or characteristic 


of Jews. WS. 
Judaism /'dzu:denz(o)m/ noun religion of J@ 
Judas /'dzu:dəs/ noun traitor. 


judder /‘dzado/ verb shake noisily oF V 
@ noun juddering. 


to 
judge /d3ad3/ noun 1 public official appointed 


iolently- 
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legal cases. 2 person appointed tò 
hear orgs or contest. 3 person who decides 
question. 4 person having judgement of specified 
type. overb (-ging) 1 form or give opinion 
(about). 2 estimate. 3 act as judge (of). 4 try (legal 
case). 5 pronounce sentence on. 6 (often + to do, 
that) conclude, consider. thet 
n noun 1 justice, magistrate. 2 adjudicator, arbiter, 
arbitrator, moderator, referee, umpire. 4 authority, 
connoisseur, critic, expert, reviewer. © verb 1 
appraise, assess, criticize, evaluate, give one's 
opinion of, rate, colloquial size up, weigh up. 2 
assess, estimate, gauge, guess, reckon. 3 
adjudicate, mediate, moderate, referee, umpire. 4 
examine, try. 5 pass judgement on, pronounce 
judgement on, sentence. 6 believe, conclude, 
consider, decide, decree, formal deem, determine, 
guess, reckon, rule, suppose. 


judgement noun (also judgment) 1 critical 
faculty; discernment. 2 good sense. 3 opinion. 4 
sentence of court of justice. 5 often jocular 
deserved misfortune. o Judgement Day day on 
which God will judge humankind. ojudge- 
mental /-'men-/ adjective. 
1,2 acumen, common sense, discernment, 
discretion, discrimination, expertise, good sense, 
intelligence, reason, wisdom. 3 assessment, 
belief, estimation, evaluation, idea, impression, 
mind, notion, opinion, point of view, valuation. 4 
arbitration, conclusion, decision, decree, finding, 
outcome, penalty, result, ruling, verdict. 


judicature /‘dsu:diketfe/ noun 1 administra- 
flon ofjustice. 2judge’s position. 3 judges collect- 
ively. 


judicial /d3u:'diJ(2)l/ adjective 1 of, done by, or 
proper to court of law. 2 of or proper to a judge. 
3 having function of judge. 4 impartial. u judi- 
cially adverb. 


| u 1 forensic, legal, official. 4 see IMPARTIAL. 


judiciary /d3u:'difari/ noun (plural -ies) judges 
collectively. 


judicious /d3u:‘difas/ adjective sensible, 
prudent. o judiciously adverb. judiciousness 
noun. t 

u astute, careful, circumspect, considered, 

diplomatic, discerning, discreet, discriminating, 

enlightened, expedient, politic, prudent, 

reasonable, sage, sensible, shrewd, sober, 

Sound, thoughtful, well advised, well judged, wise. 


judo /‘d3u:dav/ noun sport derived from jujitsu. 


Jug noun 1 deep vessel for liquids, with handle 
Ga lip. 2 contents of this. 3 slang prison. © verb 
“99-) (usually as jugged adjective) stew (hare) in 
Casserole. o jugful noun (plural -s). 
m noun 1 carafe, container, decanter, ewer, flagon, 
Jar, pitcher, vessel. 


agernaut ['d3ageno:t/ noun 1 large heavy 
rry. 2 overwhelming force or object. 
Juggle l'à3ag(Ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 (often + with) 
thee several objects in the air at once by 
wing and catching. 2 manipulate or 


judgement | jump 


rearrange (facts). © noun 1 j 

a juggler noun. nene fikan: 
a verb 2 alter, colloquial cook, colloquial doctor, 
falsify, colloquial fix, manipulate, misrepresent, i 
move about, rearrange, rig, tamper. 


jugular ['d3agjula/ adjective of neck or throat. 
© noun jugular vein. o jugular vein any of large 
veins in neck carrying blood from head. 

juice (dgu:s/ noun 1 liquid part of vegetable, 
fruit, or meat. 2 animal fluid, esp. secretion. 3 
colloquial petrol, electricity. 


| m 1 extract, fluid, liquid, sap. 


juicy I'dgu:si/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 full of juice. 
2 colloquial interesting, scandalous. 3 colloquial 
profitable. o juicily adverb. 


| a 1 lush, moist, soft, squelchy, succulent. 

ju-jitsu /d3u:'d3itsu:/ noun Japanese system of 
unarmed combat. 

ju-ju /‘dgu:d3u:/ noun (plural -s) 1 charm or 
fetish ofsome W. African peoples. 2 supernatural 
power attributed to this. 

jujube /‘dsu:d3u:b/ noun flavoured jelly-like 
lozenge. 

jukebox /‘dgu:kboks/ noun coin-operated 
machine playing records or compact discs. 


Jul. abbreviation July. 

julep /‘dsu:lep/ noun 1 sweet drink, esp. medi- 
cated. 2 US spirits and water iced and flavoured. 

julienne /dzu:lr'en/ noun vegetables cut into 
thin strips. © adjective cut into thin strips. 

Juliet cap /‘dsu:liet/ noun small close-fitting 
cap worn by brides etc. 


July /dzu:'lar/ noun (plural Julys) seventh 
month of year. 

jumble /‘dsamb(e)l/ verb Cling) (often + up) mix; 
confuse; muddle. @ noun 1 confused heap etc.; 
muddle. 2 articles in jumble sale. o jumble sale 
sale of second-hand articles, esp. for charity. 

a verb confuse, disarrange, disorganize, mess up, 

mingle, mix up, muddle, shuffle, tangle. @ noun 1 

chaos, clutter, confusion, disarray, disorder, 

farrago, hotchpotch, mess, muddle, tangle. 


jumbo /‘dsambau/ colloquial noun (plural-s) big 
animal (esp. elephant), person, .or thing. 
© adjective very or extra large. 0 jumbojet large 
airliner for several hundred passengers, esp. 
Boeing 747. 

jump verb 1 spring from ground etc. 2 (often + 
up, from, in, out, etc.) rise or move suddenly. 3 
jerk from shock or excitement. 4 pass over 
(obstacle) by jumping. 5 (+ to, at) reach 
(conclusion) hastily. 6 (of train etc.) leave (rails). 
7 pass (red traffic light). 8 get on or off (train 
etc.) quickly, esp. illegally. 9 (often + on) attack 
(person) unexpectedly. @ moun 1 act of jumping. 
2 sudden movement caused by shock etc. 3 
abrupt rise in price, status, etc. 4 obstacle to be 
jumped, esp. by horse. 5 gap in series etc. o jump 
at accept eagerly. jumped-up colloquial upstart. 
jump the gun start prematurely. jump jet ver- 
tical take-off jet plane. jump lead cable for carry- 


jumper | juvenile 


ing current from one battery to another. 
jump-off deciding round in show-jumping. jump 
the queue take unfair precedence. jump ship (of 
seaman) desert. jumpsuit one-piece garment for 
whole body. jump to it colloquial act promptly 
and energetically. 
u verb 1 bounce, bound, caper, frisk, frolic, 
gambol, hop, leap, pounce, prance, skip, spring. 3 
flinch, jerk, recoil, start, wince. 4 clear, hurdle, 
vault. 9 (jump on) see ATTACK verb 1. © noun 1 
bounce, bound, hop, leap, pounce, skip, spring, 
vault. 3 see RISE noun 3. 4 ditch, fence, gap, gate, 
hurdle, obstacle. 


jumper /‘dsampe/ noun 1 knitted pullover. 2 
loose outer jacket worn by sailors. 3 US pinafore 
dress. : 

jumpy adjective (ier, -iest) nervous, easily 
startled. o jumpiness noun. 

Jun. abbreviation 1 June. 2 Junior. 

junction /‘dsankJ(e)n/ noun 1 joining-point. 2 
place where railway lines or roads meet. o junc- 
tion box box containing junction of electric 
cables etc. 

m 1 connection, joining, juncture, meeting, union. 

2 confluence, corner, crossroad(s), interchange, 

intersection, points, T-junction. 


juncture /‘dganktJa/ noun 1 point in time, esp. 
critical one. 2 joining-point. 

June noun sixth month of year. 

jungle /‘dsang(e)1/ noun 1 land overgrown with 
tangled vegetation, esp. in tropics. 2 tangled 
mass. 3 place of bewildering complexity or 
struggle. 


| u 1 forest, rainforest. 2 see TANGLE noun. 


junior /‘d3u:nta/ adjective 1 (often + to) lower in 
age, standing, or position. 2 the younger (esp. 
after name). 3 (of school) for younger pupils. 
@ noun junior person. 

m adjective 1 inferior, lesser, lower, minor, 

secondary, subordinate, subsidiary, younger. 


juniper /'dzu:npə/ noun prickly evergreen 
shrub or tree with purple berry-like cones. 
junk’ noun 4 discarded articles; rubbish. 2 any- 
thing regarded as of little value. 3 slang narcotic 
drug, esp. heroin. @ verb discard as junk. o junk 
food food which is not nutritious. junk mail 
unsolicited advertising sent by post. 
m noun 1, 2 clutter, debris, flotsam and jetsam, US 
garbage, litter, lumber, oddments, odds and ends, 
refuse, rubbish, scrap, esp. US trash, waste. 
@ verb see DISCARD 1. 


junk? noun flat-bottomed sailing vessel in China 
seas. 

junket /‘dsankrt/ noun 1 pleasure outing. 2 offi- 
cial’s tour at public expense. 3 sweetened and 
favoured milk curds. 4 feast. @ verb (-t-) feast, 
picnic. 


Junkie /‘dgank1/ noun slang drug addict. 


junta ['d3ante/ noun (usually military) clique 
taking power after coup d'état. 
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juridical /d3va'ridik(s)l/ adjecti ; 

proceedings. 2 relating to EE 1 of Judicia 
jurisdiction /dzvərıs'dıkf(ə)n 

over) administration of sta 2 Te {otten Y 

authority. 3 extent of this. Other 
jurisprudence = /d3veris'pru:d 

science or philosophy of aw Cins noun 
jurist /‘d3varist/ noun expert in law, 

/-ris-/ adjective. sue law "juristi 
juror /‘d3vera/ noun member of jury. 


jury /‘d3vert/ noun (plural-ies) 1 groupo 
giving verdict in court ofjustice. 2 fea 
petition. o jury-box enclosure in court for jury, 
just adjective 1 morally right, fair. 2 deserved, 3 
well grounded; justified. @ adverb 1 exactly, 2 
very recently. 3 barely. 4 quite. 5 colloquial 
simply, merely, positively. u just now 4 at this 
moment. 2 a little time ago. o justly adverb, 
m adjective 1 equitable, ethical, even-handed, fair, 
fair-minded, honest, impartial, lawful, legal, 
legitimate, neutral, proper, reasonable, 
tight-minded, unbiased, unprejudiced, upright. 2 
apt, deserved, merited, rightful. 3 justified, 
legitimate, reasonable, well grounded. 


justice /‘dgastis/ noun 1 fairness. 2 authority 
exercised in maintenance of right. 3 judicial pro- 
ceedings. 4 magistrate; judge. o do justice to 1 
treat fairly. 2 appréciate properly. Justice ofthe 
Peace lay magistrate. 

m 1 equity, even-handedness, fair-mindedness, 

fair play, impartiality, integrity, legality, neutrality, 

objectivity, right. 2 the law, legal proceedings, the 

police, punishment, retribution, vengeance. 


justify /‘dgastzfai/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 show justice 
or truth of. 2 (esp. in passive) be adequate 
grounds for; vindicate. 3 Printing adjust (line of 
type) to fill space evenly. 4 (as justified adjective) 
just, right. a justifiable adjective. justification 
l-fi'kerf(ə)n/ noun. 
i 1, 2 condone, defend, formal exculpate, excuse, 
exonerate, explain, explain away, forgive, 
legitimate, legitimize, pardon, rationalize, 
substantiate, support, sustain, uphold, validate, 
vindicate, warrant. o justifiable acceptable, 
allowable, defensible, excusable, forgivable, 
justified, lawful, legitimate, pardonable, 
permissible, reasonable, understandable, 
warranted. : 


jut verb (-tt-) (often + out) protrude. @ noun pro 
jection. 


1 verb beetle, extend, overhang, poke out, project: 
protrude, stick out. 


z Indian 

jute /dsu:t/ noun 1 fibre from bark of E- In 
plant, used for sacking, mats, etc. 2 plant yielding 
this. 


juvenile /'dzu:vənail/ adjective 1 you 

2 of or for young people. 3 often derogat 
immature. @noun 1 young person. 2 aac 
playing juvenile part. o juvenile delingus val 
offences committed by people below age 0 such 
responsibility. juvenile delinquent 


offender. 


o a a a a U 
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childish, immature, 
unsophisticated. 


jective 1 adolescent, teenage, young, 
uthful. 2 adolescent, teenage, young 
ople's, young person's. 3 babyish, 


infantile, puerile, 


juvenilia | juxtapose 


juvenilia /dzu:və'nīlı: 
works of author or ae nous youhf 


juxtapose /dsaksta'pauz/ verb(-sing) 1 putside 


by side. 2 (+ with) put (thi 
o juxtaposition pe ks a — 


woseucsucsucccveccsnsecsnvecsenscuscccscusctcuscacecuccsssees: 


K abbreviation (also K.) 1 kelvin(s). 2 Köchel (list 
of Mozart’s works). 3 (also k) 1,000. 

k abbreviation 1 kilo-. 2 knot(s). 

kaftan = CAFTAN. 

kaiser /‘kaiza/ noun historical emperor, esp. of 
Germany or Austria. 

kale noun variety of cabbage, esp. with wrinkled 
leaves. 

kaleidoscope /ka'laideskoup/ noun 1 tube 
containing angled mirrors and pieces ofcoloured 
glass producing reflected patterns when shaken. 
2 constantly changing scene, group, etc. o kal- 
eidoscopic /-'skpp-/ adjective. 

kalends = caLenps. 

kamikaze /kemr'ka:z1/ noun historical 1 
explosive-laden Japanese aircraft deliberately 
crashed on to target in 1939-45 war. 2 pilot of this. 
© adjective reckless, esp. suicidal. 

kangaroo /keznge'ru:/ noun (plural -s) Aus- 
tralian marsupial with strong hind legs for 
jumping. o kangaroo court illegal court held by 
strikers, mutineers, etc. 

kaolin /‘ketelm/ noun fine white clay used esp. 
for porcelain and in medicines. 

kapok /‘kerppk/ noun fine cotton-like material 
from tropical tree, used to stuff cushions etc. 

kaput /ko'put/ adjective slang broken, ruined. 

karabiner /kere'bina/ noun coupling link 
used by mountaineers. 

karakul /'kærəkul/ noun (also caracul) 1 Asian 
shee, whose lambs have dark curled fleece. 2 fur 
ol js 


karaoke /kærrəukı/ noun entertainment in 
nightclubs etc. with customers singing to 
backing music. 

karate /ka'ra:ti/ noun Japanese system of 
unarmed combat. 

„karma /‘ka:ma/ noun Buddhism & Hinduism 1 
person’s actions in one life, believed to decide 
fate in next. 2 destiny. 


kauri /kav'r1/ noun (plural -s) coniferous NZ 
timber tree. 


kayak /'karæk/ noun Eskimo one-man canoe. 

kazoo /ke'zu:/ noun toy musical instrument into 
which player sings wordlessly. 

KBE abbreviation Knight Commander of the 
Order of the British Empire. 

kea /'ki:ə/ noun green and red NZ parrot. 

kebab /krbæb/ noun pieces of meat and some- 
times vegetables grilled on skewer. 

kedge verb (-ging) move (ship) with hawser 
attached to small anchor. enoun (in full 
kedge-anchor) small anchor for this purpose. 


aeeueascceususeuccnuvequseouseeesesseccusscesccnccssees, 
rete ete t et eteeengs, 
Sasonsoes, 


eseseseesseeseenesesnessseesesesesueesseueonessuououensunoan 
Tete eee e eens, 


kedgeree /kedga'ri:/ noun dish of i 
hard-boiled eggs, etc. OF fish, rice, 


keel noun main lengthwise member of base of 
ship etc. © verb (often + over) 4 (cause to) fall 
down or over. 2 turn keel upwards. o keelhaul 
drag (person) under keel as punishment. onan 
even keel steady, balanced. 


keen! adjective 1 enthusiastic, eager; intense. 2 
(often + on) enthusiastic about; fond of. 3 (of 
senses) sharp; sensitive. 4 acute, Penetrating, 5 
(of knife) sharp. 6 (of wind etc.) piercingly cold, 
7 (of price) competitive. n keenly adverb. keen- 
ness noun. 

a 1 active, ambitious, anxious, ardent, assiduous, 

avid, committed, dedicated, devoted, diligent, 

eager, enthusiastic, fervent, fervid, industrious, 
intense, intent, interested, motivated, passionate, 
zealous. 4 acute, bright, clever, discerning, 
incisive, intelligent, penetrating, quick, sharp, 
shrewd. 5 razor-sharp, sharp, sharpened. 6 bitter, 
cold, extreme, icy, intense, penetrating, piercing, 
severe. 7 competitive, low, rock-bottom. 


keen? noun Irish wailing funeral song. © verb 
(often + over, for) wail mournfully, esp. at 
funeral. 


keep verb (past & past participle kept) 1 have 
charge of; retain possession of. 2 (+ for) retain 
or reserve (for future). 3 maintain or remain in 
specified condition, position, etc. 4 (of food) 
remain in good condition. 5 restrain, prevent. 
6 detain. 7 (often + fo) observe or respect (law, 
secret, etc.). 8 celebrate (special day, feast, etc.). 
9 own and look after (animal). 10 clothe, feed, 
etc. (person). 11 carry on (a business). 12 main- 
tain. 13 guard, protect. 14 continue, do repeat- 
edly. © noun 1 maintenance; food. 2 historical 
tower, stronghold. a for keeps colloquial per- 
manently. keep at (cause to) persist with. keep 
away (often + from) 1 avoid. 2preventfrom being 
near. keep-fit regular physical exercises. keep 
off 1 (cause to) stay away from. 2 abstain from. 
avoid. keep on 1 continue. 2 (+ at) nag. keep 
out (cause to) stay outside. keep under hold = 
subjection. keep up 1 maintain. 2 prevent fro 
going to bed. 3 (often + with) not fall behind. keep 
up with the Joneses compete socially Ww! 
neighbours. k 
a verb 1 be responsible for, have charge of, fe 
after, maintain, manage, mind, take charge of. a 
accumulate, amass, cling to, conserve, hang on‘? 
hoard, hold, maintain, preserve, put aside, put 
away, reserve, retain, safeguard, save, store, 5 
away, withhold. 3 remain, stay. 4 be presen k, 
usable, last, survive, stay fresh, stay good. 5 
check, curb, deter, get in the way of, hampen, delay. 
hinder, impede, obstruct, prevent, restrain. 6 io) 
detain, hold up, retard. 7 see OBSERVE 3; (keep 
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e FOLLOW 6, OBEY 1.8 celebrate, commemorate, 

mark, observe, solemnize. 9 care for, look after, 
„raise, rear, tend. 10 be responsible for, care 

for, feed, finance, foster, look after, maintain, pay 
for, provide for, subsidize, support. 11 carry on, 
maintain, manage, run. 13 guard, protect, 
safeguard, watch over. 14 carry on, continue, do 
again and again, do for along time, keep on, 
persevere in, persistin. o keep up 1 see PROLONG 


4, SUSTAIN 8. 


keeper noun 1 person who looks after or is in 
charge of an animal, person, or thing. 2 custo- 
dian of museum, forest, etc. 3 wicket-keeper. 4 
goalkeeper. 5 ring holding another on finger. 

n 4, 2 caretaker, curator, custodian, guard, 

guardian, jailer, minder, warden, warder. 


keeping noun 1 custody, charge. 2 (esp. in or 
out of keeping with) agreement, harmony. 


keepsake noun souvenir, esp. of person. 

keg noun small barrel. a keg beer beer kept in 
pressurized metal keg. 

kelp oun large seaweed suitable for manure. 


kelpie /‘kelpi/ noun 1 Scottish malevolent 
water-spirit. 2 Australian sheepdog. 


Kelt = CELT. 
kelter = KILTER. 
kelvin /'kelvm/ noun SI unit of temperature. 


ken noun range of knowledge or sight. © verb 
(-nn-; past & past participle kenned or kent) 
Scottish & Northern English recognize, know. 

kendo /'kendau/ noun Japanese fencing with 
bamboo swords. 

kennel ['ken(ə)l/ noun 1 small shelter for dog. 2 
(in plural) breeding or boarding place for dogs. 
© verb (-Il-; US -I-) put or keep in kennel. 

Kenyan /‘kenjan/ adjective of Kenya. © noun 
native or national of Kenya. 

kept past & past participle of KEEP. 

keratin /'keratm/ noun fibrous protein in hair, 
hooves, claws, etc. 

kerb noun stone etc. edging to pavement etc. 
Okerb-crawling colloquial driving slowly to 
Pick up prostitute. kerb drill rules taught to chil- 
dren about crossing roads. 


kerfuffle /ka'faf(e)l/ noun colloquial fuss, com- 
motion. : 


kermes ['ka:mız/ noun 1 female of insect with 
erry-like appearance that feeds on kermes oak, 


evergreen oak. 2 red dye made from these 
Insects. 


kernel /‘ks:n(e)l/ noun 1 (usually soft) edible 
centre within hard shell of nut, fruit stone, seed, 
etc. 2 central or essential part. 


|- 2 centre, core, essence, heart, middle, nub, pith. 


kerosene I'kerasin/ noun esp. US fuel oil dis- 
ed from petroleum etc.; paraffin oil. 


Kestrel l'kestr(ə)l/ noun small hovering falcon. 
pateh noun kind of two-masted sailing boat. 
etchup /'ketfəp/ noun (US catsup /'kætsəp/) 


T 


keeper | kick 
spicy sauce made esp. from tomatoes. 


kettle /'ket(ə)l/ noun vessel for boiling water in. 
O kettiedrum large bowl-shaped drum. 


key [ki] noun (plural -s) 4 instrument for 
moving bolt of lock, operating switch, etc. 2 
instrument for winding clock etc. or grasping 
screw, nut, etc. 3 finger-operated button or lever 
on typewriter, piano, computer terminal, etc. 4 
explanation, word, or system for understanding 
list of symbols, code, etc. 5 Music system of 
related notes based on particular note. 6 rough- 
ness of surface helping adhesion of plaster etc. 
© adjective essential; of vital importance. © verb 
4 fasten with pin, wedge, bolt, etc. 2 (often + in) 
enter (data) by means of (computer) keyboard. 3 
roughen (surface) to help adhesion of plaster etc. 
Ukeyed up tense, excited. keyhole hole by 
which key is put into lock. keynote 1 prevailing 
tone or idea. 2 Music note on which key is based. 
keypad miniature keyboard etc. for telephone, 
portable computer, etc. keyring ring for keeping 
keys on. keystone 1 central principle of policy, 
system, etc. 2 central stone of arch. 

u noun 4 (key to problem) answer, clarification, 

clue, explanation, indicator, colloquial pointer, 

secret, solution; (key to map) glossary, guide, 

index, legend. 


keyboard noun set of keys on typewriter, com- 
puter, piano, etc. © verb enter (data) by means of 
keyboard. keyboarder noun Computing. 


KG abbreviation Knight of the Order of the 
Garter. 


kg abbreviation kilogram(s). 
KGB noun historical secret police of USSR. 


khaki /'ka:kı/ adjective dull brownish-yellow. 
© noun (plural -s) khaki colour, cloth, or uni- 
form. 


khan /ka:n/ noun: title of ruler or official in 
Central Asia. o khanate noun. 


kHz abbreviation kilohertz. 

kibbutz /krbuts/ noun (plural -im |-ism/) com- 
munal esp. farming settlement in Israel. 

kibosh /‘karbof/ moun slang nonsense. 0 putthe 
kibosh on put an end to. 


kick verb 1 strike, strike out, or propel forcibly 
with foot or hoof. 2 (often + at, against) protest, 
rebel. 3 slang give up (habit). 4 (often + out) expel, 
dismiss. 5 (kick oneself, could kick oneself) be 
annoyed with oneself. 6 score (goal) by kicking. 
@ noun 1 kicking action or blow. 2 recoil of gun. 
3 colloquial temporary enthusiasm. 4 colloquial 
sharp stimulant effect. 5 colloquial (often in 
plural) thrill. a kick about 4 drift idly. 2 discuss 
informally. kickback 1 recoil. 2 payment esp. for 
illegal help. kick the bucket slang die. kick off 
4 begin football game. 2 remove (shoes etc.) by 
kicking. 3 colloquial start. kick-off noun start, 
esp. of football game. kick-start(er) (pedal on) 
device to start engine of motorcycle etc. kick up 
afuss colloquial create disturbance; object. kick 
upstairs get rid of by promotion. 


| m verb 1 boot, heel, punt. 


kid | kindle 


kid" noun 1 young goat. 2 leather from this. 3 
colloquial child. © verb (-dd-) (of goat) give birth 
to kid. 

kid? verb (-dd-) colloquial 1 deceive. 2 tease. o no 
kidding slang that is the truth. 

kidnap /‘kidnzp/ verb (-pp-; US -p-) carry off 
(person) illegally, esp. to obtain ransom. o kid- 
napper noun. 


u abduct, capture, carry off, run away with, seize, 
| slang snatch. 


kidney /'kiıdnı/ noun (plural -s) 1 either of two 

organs serving to excrete urine. 2 animal’s 
kidney as food. akidney bean red-skinned 
kidney-shaped bean. kidney machine apparatus 
able to perform function of damaged kidney. 
kidney-shaped having one side concave and the 
other convex. 


kill verb 1 deprive of life or vitality. 2 end. 3 (kill 
oneself) colloquial overexert oneself. 4 (kill 
oneself) colloquial laugh heartily. 5 colloquial 
overwhelm with amusement. 6 switch off. 7 pass 
(time) while waiting. 8 Computing delete. 9 Sport 
stop (ball) dead. © noun 1 (esp. in hunting) act of 
killing. 2 animal(s) killed thus. o killjoy de- 
pressing person. kill off 1 destroy completely. 2 
bring about death of (fictional character). 
u verb 1 annihilate, assassinate, be the killer of, 
slang bump off, butcher, cull, decimate, destroy, 
dispatch, colloquial do away with, slang do in, 
drown, execute, exterminate, colloquial finish off, 
slang knock off, liquidate, martyr, massacre, 
murder, put down, put to death, slaughter, slay, 
take life. 


killer noun person or thing that kills; murderer. 
ph killer whale dolphin with prominent dorsal 


m assassin, butcher, cut-throat, destroyer, 
executioner, exterminator, s/ang hit man, 
murderer, slayer. 


killing noun 1 causing of death. 2 colloquial 
great financial success. © adjective colloquial 1 
very funny. 2 exhausting. 4 
a noun 1 annihilation, assassination, bloodbath, 
bloodshed, butchery, carnage, decimation, 
destruction, elimination, eradication, euthanasia, 
execution, extermination, extinction, homicide, 
liquidation, manslaughter, martyrdom, massacre, 
murder, pogrom, slaughter, unlawful killing. 


kiln noun oven for burning, baking, or drying 
esp. pottery. 


kilo /‘ki:lau/ noun (plural -s) kilogram. 
kilo- combining form one thousand. 


kilobyte /‘kilebart/ noun Computing 1,024 bytes 
as measure of memory size etc. 


kilocalorie /‘kilakzlar1/ noun large calorie (see 
CALORIE). 


Mlccycle /‘kilasark(a)l/ noun historical kilo- 
ertz. 


kilogram /'kləgræm/ noun SI unit of mass 
(2.205 1b). 


kilohertz /‘kilsh3:ts/ noun 1,000 hertz. 


>. 
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kilolitre /‘knleli:ta/ noun (US liter) 1,000 ii 
kilometre /‘kilami:ta/ noun `: 
metres (0.6214 mile). 


USAGE Kilometre is often 

[krlomrtə/ (with the stress on the lom) ps 
is considered incorrect by some people. this 
kiloton /‘kilotan/ noun (also kilotonne) 
explosive power equal to that of 1,000 


(US -meter) 1,009 


Unit of 
tons of 


kilovolt /‘kilavault/ noun 1,000 volts. 


kilowatt /'kləwot/ noun 1,000 watts 
u kilowatt-hour electrical energy ila. 
watt used for 1 hour. equal to 1kilo- 


kilt noun pleated skirt usually of tartan, ‘ 
itionally worn by Highland man. © verb 4 te 
up (skirts) round body. 2 (esp. as kilted adjec- 
tive) gather in vertical pleats. . 

kilter /‘kilte/ noun (also kelter /'keltə/) good 
working order. 

kimono /krməvnəu/ noun (plural -s) 1 
wide-sleeved Japanese robe. 2 similar dressing 
gown. 

kin noun one’s relatives or family. © adjective 
related. 

m noun clan, family, folks, kindred, kith and kin, 

relations, relatives. 


kind /kamd/ noun 1 species; natural group of 
animals, plants, etc. 2 class, type, variety. 
© adjective (often + to) friendly, benevolent. oin 
kind 1 in same form. 2 (of payment) in goods etc. 
instead of money. o kindness noun. 
m noun 1 breed, class, family, genus, group, race, 
species. 2 brand, breed, category, class, 
description, family, form, genre, genus, make, 
manner, nature, persuasion, race, set, sort, 
species, style, type, variety. © adjective 
accommodating, affable, affectionate, agreeable, 
altruistic, amenable, amiable, amicable, 
approachable, attentive, avuncular, beneficent, 
benevolent, benign, bountiful, brotherly, caring, 
charitable, comforting, compassionate, 
congenial, considerate, cordial, courteous, 
decent, encouraging, fatherly, favourable, 
friendly, generous, genial, gentle, good-natured, 
good-tempered, gracious, helpful, hospitable, 
humane, humanitarian, indulgent, kind-hearted, 
kindly, lenient, loving, merciful, mild, motherly, f 
neighbourly, nice, obliging, patient, philanthropic, 
pleasant, polite, public-spirited, sensitive, sisterly, 
soft-hearted, sweet, sympathetic, tactful, tender, 
tender-hearted, thoughtful, tolerant, 
understanding, unselfish, warm, warm-hearted, 
well intentioned, well meaning, well meant. 


kindergarten /'kmdəga:t(ə)n/ noun class oF 
school for young children. f 
kind-hearted adjective of kind disposition. 
Okind-heartedly adverb. kind-heartedné 
noun. nt 
kindle /'kmd(e)l/ verb (-ling) 4 set on fire; lig 
2 inspire. 3 become aroused or animated. koff 
m 1 fire, ignite, light, set alight, set fire to, SP2! 
2 see AROUSE 1. 
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kindling /‘kmdlm/ noun small sticks etc. for 
lighting fires. rn 

kindly ['kamdlı/ adverb 1 inakind way. 2 please. 
o adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 kind. 2 (of climate etc.) 
pleasant, mild. : 

kindred /‘kmdrid/ adjective related, allied, 
similar. o noun 1 blood relationship. 2 one’s rela- 
tions. 

kinetic /krnettk/ adjective of or due to motion. 
u kinetic energy energy of motion. u kinetically 
adverb. 

kinfolk US = KINSFOLK. 

king noun 1 (as title usually King) male sover- 
eign, esp. hereditary. 2 outstanding man or thing 
inspecified field. 3 largest kind ofa thing. 4 chess 
piece which must be checkmated for a win. 5 
crowned piece in draughts. 6 court card 
depicting king. 7 (the King) national anthem 
when sovereign is male. o King Charles spaniel 
small black and tan kind. kingcup marsh mari- 
gold. kingpin 1 main or large bolt. 2 essential 
person or thing. king-size (also king-sized) 
larger than normal; very large. o kingly adjec- 
tive. kingliness noun. kingship noun. 


u 1 crowned head, monarch, ruler, sovereign. 2 
| see CHIEF NOUN. 


kingdom noun 1 state or territory ruled by king 
or queen. 2 spiritual reign of God. 3 domain. 4 
division of natural world. o kingdom come col- 
loquial the next world. 


| u 1 country, empire, land, monarchy, formal realm. 


kingfisher noun small river bird with brilliant 
blue plumage, which dives for fish. 

kink noun 1 twist or bend in wire etc. 2 tight 
wave in hair. 3 mental peculiarity. © verb (cause 
to) form kink. 


m noun 1,2 bend, coil, crinkle, curl, knot, loop, 
tangle, twist, wave. 3 see QUIRK 1. 
kinky adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 1 sexually 
perverted or unconventional: 2 (of clothing) 
bizarre and sexually provocative. okinkily 
adverb. kinkiness noun. 


kinsfolk /'kmzfəvk/ plural noun (also US 
kinfolk Ikinfauk/) one’s relations by blood. 
kinship noun 1 blood relationship. 2 similarity. 
kinsman [kmzmen/ noun (feminine kins- 
woman) blood relation. 3 

kiosk /‘ki:osk/ noun 1 open-fronted booth selling 
newspapers, food, etc. 2 telephone box. 

l u 1 booth, stall, stand. 2 call box, telephone box. 


kip slang noun 1 sleep. 2 bed. © verb (-pp-) (often 
+ down) sleep, P. . Cpp-) 


kipper I'ktpa/ noun fish, esp. herring, split, 
salted, dried, and usually smoked. @ verb treat 
(herring etc.) this way. 

kir /kta/ noun dry white wine with blackcurrant 
liqueur. 


hs noun Scottish & Northern English church. 
lara kesession lowest court in Church of Scot- 


kindling | knack 


kirsch /krəf/ noun spirit distilled from cherries. 
kismet /'kızmet/ noun destiny. 


kiss verb 1 touch with lips, esp. as sign of lovi 
reverence, etc. 2 touch lightly. © ee euch of 
lips. 2 light touch. a kiss-curl small curl of hair 
on forehead or nape of neck. kiss of life 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. 


| : verb 1 caress, colloquial neck. 2 see TOUCH verb 


kisser noun slang mouth; face. 


kissogram noun novelty greeting delivered 
with kiss. 


kitnoun1 equipment, clothing, etc. for particular 
purpose. 2 specialized, esp. sports, clothing or 
uniform. 3 set of parts needed to assemble furni- 
ture, model, etc. @ verb (-tt-) 1 supply. 2 (often + 
out) equip with kit. o kitbag usually cylindrical 
canvas etc. bag for carrying soldier's etc. kit. 

u noun 1 accoutrements, apparatus, 

appurtenances, baggage, effects, equipment, 

gear, impedimenta, implements, luggage, outfit, 

paraphernalia, rig, supplies, tackle, tools, tools of 

the trade, utensils. 


kitchen /‘kit{m/ noun 1 place where food is 
cooked. 2 kitchen fitments. o kitchen garden 
garden for growing fruit and vegetables. 


n 1 galley, kitchenette, scullery. 

kitchenette /kıtft'net/ noun small kitchen or 
cooking area. 

kite noun 1 light framework with thin covering 
flown on long string in wind. 2 soaring bird of 
prey. 

kith /k10/ noun ūkith and kin friends and rela- 
tions. 

kitsch /ktf/ noun vulgar, pretentious, or worth- 
less art. 

kitten /'kıt(ə)n/ noun“ young cat, ferret, etc. 
@ verb give birth to (kittens). 

kittenish adjective 1 playful. 2 flirtatious. 

kittiwake /‘kitrwerk/ noun kind of small gull. 

kitty‘ /'ktı/ noun (plural-ies) 1 joint fund. 2 pool 
in some card games. 

kitty? /'kıtı/ noun (plural -ies) childish name for 
kitten or cat. 

kiwi /‘ki:wi:/ noun 1 flightless NZ bird. 2 (Kiwi) 
colloquial New Zealander. akiwi fruit 
green-fleshed fruit. 

Klaxon /'klæks(ə)n/ noun proprietary term 
horn, warning hooter. 

Kleenex /‘kli:neks/ noun ( plural same or -es) 
proprietary term disposable paper handkerchief. 

kleptomania /kleptə'mem1ə/ noun irresistible 
si to steal. o kleptomaniac /-nreek/ adjective 
& noun. 

km abbreviation kilometre(s). 

ack /næk/ noun 1 acquired faculty of doing 

Scie Nataly. 2 habit of action, speech, 

etc. 


knacker | knot 


u 1 ability, adroitness, aptitude, art, bent, dexterity, 
expertise, facility, flair, genius, gift, intuition, 


| know-how, skill, talent. 2 habit, trick, way. 


knacker /'nækə/ noun buyer of useless horses 
for slaughter. @ verb slang (esp. as knackered 
adjective) exhaust, wear out. 

knapsack /'næpsæk/ noun soldier's or hiker’s 
bag carried on back. 


u backpack, haversack, rucksack. 


knapweed /‘nzpwi:d/ noun plant with 
thistle-like flower. 

knave /neiv/ noun 1 rogue, scoundrel. 2 jack (in 
playing cards). o knavery noun. knavish adjec- 
tive. 

knead /ni:d/ verb 1 work into dough, paste, etc., 
esp. by hand. 2 make (bread, pottery) thus. 3 
massage. 


u 1 manipulate, pound, press, pummel, squeeze, 
| work. 3 manipulate, massage, rub. 


knee /ni:/ noun 1 joint between thigh and lower 
leg. 2 lap of sitting person. 3 part of garment 
covering knee. © verb (knees, kneed, kneeing) 
touch or strike with knee. o kneecap convex 
bone in front of knee. knees-up colloquial lively 
party or gathering. 

kneel /ni:l/ verb (past & past participle knelt) 
rest or lower oneself on knee(s). 

kneeler noun cushion for kneeling on. 


knell /nel/ noun 1 sound of bell, esp. for death or 
funeral. 2 event etc. seen as bad omen. 


knelt past & past participle of KNEEL. 
knew past of Know. 


knickerbockers /‘nikebnkez/ plural noun 
loose-fitting breeches gathered in at knee. 
ü Knickerbocker Glory ice cream and fruit in 
tall glass. 


knickers /‘nikez/ plural noun woman’s or girl's 
undergarment for lower torso. 


a colloquial bloomers, briefs, drawers, colloquial 
panties, pants, underpants. 


knick-knack /‘niknzk/ noun (also nick-nack) 
trinket, small ornament. 


knife /naif/ noun (plural knives) 1 cutting blade 
or weapon with long sharpened edge fixed in 
handle. 2 cutting-blade in machine. 3 (the knife) 
colloquial surgery. © verb (-fing) cut or stab with 
knife. o knife-edge 1 edge of knife. 2 position 
of extreme uncertainty. knife-pleat overlapping 
narrow flat pleat. 


| m verb cut, pierce, slash, stab, wound. 


knight /natt/ noun 1 man awarded non- 
hereditary title (Sir) by sovereign. 2 historical 
man raised to honourable military rank. 3 histor- 
ical lady’s champion in tournament etc. 4 chess 
piece usually in shape of horse's head. © verb 
confer knighthood on. oknighthood noun. 
knightly adjective. 

knit /nit/ verb (-tt-; past & past participle knitted 
or knit) 1 make (garment etc.) by interlocking 
loops of esp. wool with knitting-needles or knit- 
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ting machine. 2 make (plain stite - 
3 wrinkle (brow). 4 (often + ingen knitting, 
become close. 5 (often + together) (of b © or 
bone) become joined. o knit one's broworpo C? 
frown. knitwear knitted garments. rows 
@ 4 bind, combine, connect, fasten, interlace 
interweave, join, knot, link, marry, tie, unite, 5h 
join, mend. c knit one’s brow see FROWN i 


knitting noun work being knitted. u knittin, 
needle thin pointed rod used usually in pairs pe 
knitting. 3 

knob /nvb/ noun 1 rounded protuberance eg 
door handle, radio control, etc. 2 small lump (of 
butter, coal, etc.). 0 knobby adjective. 

8 1 boss, bulge, bump, lump, projection, 

protrusion, protuberance, stud, swelling; (door 

knob) handle. 2 lump, pat. 


knobbly /‘nobli/ adjective (-ier, -iest) hard and 
lumpy. 
knock /nok/ verb 1 strike with audible sharp 
blow. 2 (often + at) strike (door etc.) for admit- 
tance. 3 (usually + in, off, etc.) drive by striking. 
4 make (hole) by knocking. 5 (of engine) make 
thumping etc. noise. 6 slang criticize. © noun 1 
audible sharp blow. 2 rap, esp. at door. o knock 
about, around 1 treat roughly. 2 wander about 
aimlessly. 3 (usually + with) associate socially. 
knock back slang eat or drink, esp. quickly. 
knock down 1 strike (esp. person) to ground. 2 
demolish. 3 (usually + to) (at auction) sell to 
bidder. 4 colloquial lower price of. knock-down 
adjective colloquial (of price) very low. knock 
knees legs curved inward at the knee. 
knock-kneed with knock knees. knock off 1 
strike off with blow. 2 colloquial finish work. 3 
colloquial do or make rapidly. 4 (often + from) 
deduct (amount) from price. 5 slang steal. 6 slang 
kill. knock on the head put end to (scheme etc.). 
knock on wood US touch wood. knock out 1 
make unconscious. 2 defeat (boxer) by knocking 
down for count of 10. 3 defeat in knockout com- 
petition. 4 colloquial tire out. knockout noun 1 
blow that knocks boxer out. 2 competition in 
which loser of each match is eliminated. 3 slang 
outstanding person or thing. knock together 
construct hurriedly. knock up 1 make hastily. 2 
arouse by knock at door. 3 practise tennis etc. 
before formal game begins. 4 US slang make 
pregnant. knock-up noun practice at tennis etc. 
m verb 1 bang, bash, buffet, bump, hammer, hit, 
pound, rap, smack, esp. archaic or literary smite, 
Strike, tap, thump. 6 see CRITICIZE 1. 0 knock i 
down 2 see DEMOLISH 1. knock off 2 see CEASE. 
see STEAL verb 1. 6 see KILL verb 1. knock out 1, 
2 See STUN 1. 


knocker noun hinged metal device on door for 
knocking with. 

knoll /naul/ noun small hill, mound. b 

knot /not/ noun 4 intertwining of rope, string, 
etc. so ds to fasten. 2 set method of this. 3 tans 
in hair, knitting, etc. 4 unit of ship’s or airc: rd 
speed equal to one nautical mile per hour. 5 a 
mass formed in tree trunk where branch gro 
out. 6 round cross-grained piece in board cau 
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py this. 7 (usually + of) cluster. © verb (-tt-) 1 tie: 
in knot. 2 entangle. o knotgrass wild plant with 
creeping stems and pink flowers. knot-hole hole 
in timber where knot has fallen out. 

z noun 1 bond, bow, ligature, tie. 3 see TANGLE 
noun. 7 see GROUP noun 1. © verb 1 bind, do up, 
fasten, join, knit, lash, link, tether, tie, unite. 2 
entangle, entwine, snarl up, tangle. 


knotty adjective (ier, -iest) 1 full of knots. 2 
puzzling. : r 
know /nəv/ verb (past knew /nju:/; past parti- 
. ciple known) 1 (often + that, how, what, etc.) have 
in the mind; have learnt. 2 (often + that) feel 
certain. 3 be acquainted with. 4 recognize, 
identify. 5 (often + from) be able to distinguish. 
6 (as known adjective) publicly acknowledged. 
ain the know colloquial having inside informa- 
tion. know-all colloquial person who seems to 
know everything. know-how practical know- 
ledge or skill. 
u 1 formal be cognizant of, be familiar with, be 
knowledgeable about, comprehend, discern, have 
experience of, have in mind, realize, remember, 
understand. 2 be certain, have confidence, have 
no doubt. 3 be acquainted with, be a friend of, be 
friends with. 4, 5 differentiate, distinguish, identify, 
make out, perceive, recognize, see. O know-all 
expert, pundit, colloquial show-off, wiseacre. 


knowing adjective showing knowledge; shrewd; 
cunning. ; 

a astute, aware, clever, conspiratorial, cunning, 

discerning, experienced, expressive, informed, 

colloquial in the know, knowledgeable, 

meaningful, perceptive, shrewd, wise. 


knowingly adverb 1 in a knowing way. 2 con: 
sciously, intentionally. 


knowledge /‘nolid3/ noun 1 (usually + of) 
awareness, familiarity. 2 person’s range of 
information, understanding (of subject). 3 
information. 4 sum of what is known. 
u1 acquaintance, awareness, background, 
cognition, competence, consciousness, 
education, erudition, experience, expertise, 
familiarity, grasp, insight, know-how, learning, 
lore, memory, science, scholarship, skill, training. 
3 data, facts, information, intelligence, colloquial $ 
low-down. 


knowledgeable adjective (also knowledg- 
able) well informed; intelligent. o knowledge- 
ably adverb. 

u au fait, aware, formal cognizant, conversant, 
educated, enlightened, erudite, experienced, 
expert, familiar (with), slang genned up, informed, 
colloquial in the know, learned, scholarly, versed 
(in), well informed. ; 


knotty | kWh 


new past participle of xnow. 

nuckle /‘nak(e)l/ noun 1 bone at finger-j 

knee- or ankle joint of quadruped. 3 this ae ola 
of meat. @ verb (ling) strike, rub, etc. with 
knuckles. o knuckle down (often + to) apply 
oneself earnestly. knuckleduster metal guard 
worn over knuckles in fighting, esp. to inflict 
greater damage. knuckle under give in; submit. 
KO abbreviation knockout. 

koala /kəv'a:lə/ noun (also koala bear) small 
Poesia iat bearlike marsupial with thick grey 

r. 

kohl /kəvl/ noun black powder used as eye 
make-up, esp. in Eastern countries. 

kohlrabi _{keol'ra:b1/ noun ,(plural -bies) 
cabbage with edible turnip-like stem. 
kookaburra [kukabara/ noun Australian 
kingfisher with strange laughing cry. 

Koran /ko:'ra:n/ noun Islamic sacred book. 
Korean /ke'ri:an/ noun 1 native or national of 
N. or S. Korea. 2 language of Korea. © adjective 
of Korea or its people or language. 

kosher /‘kausa/ adjective 1 (of food or food-shop) 
fulfilling requirements of Jewish law. 2 collo- 
quial correct, genuine. @ noun kosher food or 
shop. 

kowtow /kau'tau/ noun historical Chinese 
custom of touching ground with forehead, esp. 
insubmission. © verb 1 (usually + to) act obsequi- 
ously. 2 historical perform kowtow. 

k.p.h. abbreviation kilometres per hour. 

kraal /kra:]/ noun South African 1 village of huts 
enclosed by fence. 2 enclosure for cattle etc. 
kremlin /‘kremlm/ noun 1 citadel within 
Russian town. 2 (the Kremlin) that in Moscow, 
Russian government. 

krill noun tiny plankton crustaceans eaten by 
whales etc. 

krugerrand /‘kru:gerend/ noun S. African 
gold coin. 

krummhorn /‘kramho:n/ noun (also crum- 
horn) medieval musical wind instrument: 
krypton /‘kripton/ noun gaseous element used 
in lamps etc. 

Kt. abbreviation Knight. 

kts. abbreviation knots. 

kudos /‘kju:dos/ noun colloquial glory, renown. 
kumquat /‘kamkwot/ noun (also cumquat) 
small orange-like fruit. 

kung fu /kan ‘fu:/ noun Chinese form of karate. 


kV abbreviation kilovolt(s). 
kW abbreviation kilowatt(s). 
kWh abbreviation kilowatt-hour(s). 


ee ceccncuccccsceucesccsccccveusuuccvscccsccousccuccceussescecaess 


L‘ noun (also I) (Roman numeral) 50. 


L? abbreviation Lake. uL-plate sign bearing 
letter L, attached to vehicle to show that driver 
is learner. 


l abbreviation 1 left. 2 line. 3 litre(s). 
LA abbreviation Los Angeles. 

la = Lan. 

Lab. abbreviation Labour. 

lab noun colloquial laboratory. 


label /'lerb(ə)l/ noun 1 piece of paper attached to 
object to give information about it. 2 classifying 
phrase etc. 3 logo, title, or trade mark of 
company. © verb (-ll-; US -I-) 1 attach label to. 2 
(usually + as) assign to category. 
u noun 1 docket, identification, marker, sticker, 
tag, ticket. 3 brand, hallmark, imprint, logo, trade 
mark. © verb 1 brand, docket, identify, mark, 
stamp, tag. 2 brand, call, categorize, class, 
classify, define, describe, identify, name, 
pigeon-hole. 


labial /‘lerbrel/ adjective 1 of lips. 2 Phonetics pro- 
nounced with (closed) lips. @ noun Phonetics 
labial sound. 


labium /‘leibiam/ noun (plural labia) each fold 
of skin of pairs enclosing vulva. 


labor etc. US & Australian = LABOUR etc. 


laboratory /ləbvrətərı/ noun (plural -ies) 
place used for scientific experiments and 
research. 


laborious /la'bo:rias/ adjective 1 needing hard 
work. 2 (esp. of literary style) showing signs of 
effort. o laboriously adverb. 
m 1 arduous, back-breaking, difficult, exhausting, 
fatiguing, gruelling, hard, heavy, Herculean, 
onerous, stiff, strenuous, taxing, tough, uphill, 
wearisome, wearying. 2 artificial, contrived, 
forced, heavy, laboured, overdone, overworked, 
pedestrian, ponderous, strained, unnatural. 


labour /‘erba/ (US & Australian labor) noun 1 

physical or mental work; exertion. 2 workers, 
esp. as political force. 3 (Labour) the Labour 
Party. 4 process of giving birth. 5 task. © verb 1 
work hard; exert oneself. 2 elaborate needlessly. 
3 proceed with difficulty. 4 (as laboured 
adjective) done with great effort. 5 (+ under) 
suffer because of. o labour camp prison camp 
enforcing hard labour. Labour Exchange collo- 
quial or historical jobcentre. Labour Party polit- 
ical party formed to represent workers’ 
interests. labour-saving designed to reduce or 
eliminate work. 


aeennaeusseneeeseeveveusssesseusseeenusesssreverssuscees, 
Teese ee sene ey 
te tee t es ecey 


seeecurecvcvcucvcveevecaeauceseusseucccceresccessseseres 
tte ene seen eseteeeeess 


u noun 1 donkey-work, drudgery, effort, exertion 
industry, pains, slavery, strain, colloquial sweat. ` 
toil, work. 2 employees, hands, wage earners, 
workers, workforce. 4 childbirth, Contractions, 
delivery, labour pains, formal Parturition, litera 
travail. © verb 1 drudge, exert oneself, Slave, 
strain, strive, struggle, sweat, toil, literary travail 
work. 4 (laboured) see LABORIOUS 2. : 
o labour-saving convenient, handy, helpful, 
time-saving. 


labourer noun (US laborer) person doing 
unskilled paid manual work. 


blue-collar worker, employee, hand, manual 
worker, navvy, wage earner, worker. 


Labrador /‘lzbrado:/ noun dog of retriever 
breed with black or golden coat. 


laburnum /lə'bs:nəm/ noun tree with drooping 
golden flowers and poisonous seeds. 


labyrinth /læbərmð/ noun 1 complicated 
network of passages. 2 intricate or tangled 
arrangement. o labyrinthine /-'rm@am/ adjec- 
tive. 


| m 1 complex, maze, network. 2 jungle, tangle. 


lac noun resinous substance from SE Asian 
insect, used to make varnish and shellac. 
lace noun 1 open patterned fabric or trimming 
made by twisting, knotting, or looping threads. 
2 cord etc. passed through eyelets or hooks for 
fastening shoes etc. @ verb (-cing) 1 (usually + 
up) fasten or tighten with lace(s). 2 add spirits to 
(drink). 3 (+ through) pass (shoelace etc.) 
through. o lace-up shoe fastened with lace. 
m noun 1 filigree, mesh, net, netting, openwork, 
tatting, web. 2 bootlace, cord, shoelace, string. 
© verb 1 see FASTEN 1. 


lacerate /‘lesorert/ verb (-ting) 1 tear (esp. flesh 
etc.) roughly. 2 wound (feelings etc.). a lacer: 
ation noun. 


m 1 claw, cut, gash, mangle, rip, scratch, slash, 
tear. 2 see HURT verb 1. 


lachrymal /'Jækrm(ə)l/ adjective (also lacri- 
mal) of tears. 

lachrymose /'lækrməvs/ adjective formal 
often weeping; tearful. b 

lack noun (usually + of) deficiency, want. © “US 
be without or deficient in. o lacklustre 
lackluster) dull; lacking in vitality etc. 

u noun absence, dearth, deficiency, famine, 

insufficiency, need, paucity, scarcity, shortage, ut 

want. @ verb be lacking in, be short of, be without, 

miss, need, require, want. 


lackadaisical /lækə'derzik(ə)1/ adjective 1an- 
guid; unenthusiastic. 
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lackey /lækı/ noun (plural -s) 1 servile fol- 
lower. 2 footman, manservant. 


lacking adjective 1 (often + in) undesirably 
absent; deficient. 2 mentally deficient. 


u 1 deficient, inadequate, insufficient, short, 
| unsatisfactory, weak. 2 see STUPID 1. 
laconic /lekontk/ adjective using few words. 
u laconically adverb. 
lacquer /‘leke/ noun 1 hard shiny shellac or 
synthetic varnish. 2 substance sprayed on hair 
to keep it in place. verb coat with lacquer. 
lacrimal = LACHRYMAL. 


lacrosse /lə'kros/ noun hockey-like game 
played with ball carried in net at end of stick. 


lactate /lek'tert/ verb (ting) (of mammals) 
secrete milk. o lactation noun. 


lactic /‘lektik/ adjective of milk. 
lactose /'læktəvs/ noun sugar present in milk. 


lacuna /lə'kju:nə/ noun (plural -s or -nae /-ni:/) 
4 missing part, esp. in manuscript. 2 gap. 


lacy /‘letst/ adjective (-ier, -iest) like lace fabric. 
lad noun 1 boy, youth. 2 colloquial man. 


ladder /1ædə/ noun 1 set of horizontal bars fixed 
at intervals between two uprights for climbing 
up and down. 2 unravelled stitching in stocking 
etc. 3 means of advancement in career etc. © verb 
cause or develop ladder in (stocking etc.). 


lade verb (-ding; past participle laden) 1 load 
(ship). 2 ship (goods). 3 (as laden adjective) 
(usually + with) loaded, burdened. 

u 3 (laden) burdened, chock-full, full, loaded, 

oppressed, piled high, weighed down. 


la-di-da /la:di'da:/ adjective colloquial preten- 
tious or affected, esp. in manner or speech. 


ladle /‘le1d(e)1/ noun deep long-handled spoon for 
serving liquids. © verb (-ling) (often + out) trans- 
fer with ladle. 


lady /‘leid1/ noun (plural-ies) 1 woman regarded 
as having superior status or refined manner. 2 
woman. 3 (in plural) polite form of address for 
women. 4 colloquial wife, girlfriend. 5 (Lady) title 
used before name of peeresses, peers’ female rela- 
tives, wives and widows of knights, etc. 6 (Ladies) 
women’s public lavatory. ladybird small 
beetle, usually red with black spots. Lady chapel 
chapel dedicated to Virgin Mary. Lady Day Feast 
of the Annunciation, 25 Mar. ladylike like or 
appropriate to lady. 

a 1 aristocrat, noblewoman, peeress. 2 see 

WOMAN 1. 4 girlfriend, wife, colloquial woman. 

O ladylike aristocratic, courtly, cultured, dainty, 

decorous, elegant, genteel, modest, noble, 

polished, polite, colloquial posh, prim, prissy, 

proper, refined, respectable, well born, well bred. 


Ladyship noun o Her or Your Ladyship title 
used of or to Lady. 


lag' verb (-gg-) fall behind; not keep pace. @ noun 
delay. 


lackey | lame 


m verb be slow, bring up the rear, come last, dall 
dawdle, delay, drop behind, fall behind, go too y 


KoA, hang back, linger, loiter, saunter, straggle, 


lag? verb (-gg-) enclose (boiler etc.) with heat- 
insulating material. 


l m insulate, wrap up. 

lag? noun slang habitual convict. 

lager /'la:gə/ noun kind of light beer. o lagerlout 
colloquial youth behaving violently through 
drinking too much. 

laggard /‘legad/ noun person lagging behind. 
lagging noun insulating material for boiler etc. 


lagoon /la'gu:n/ noun salt-water lake separated 
from sea by sandbank, reef, etc. 


lah noun (also la) Music sixth note of scale in 
tonic sol-fa. 


laid past & past participle of Lay’. a laid-back 
colloquial relaxed, easy-going. 

lain past participle of ue". 

lairzoun 1 wild animal's home. 2 person's hiding 
place. 


m den, hideout, hiding place, refuge, resting place, 
retreat, shelter. 


laird /‘lead/ noun Scottish landed proprietor. 

laissez-faire _fleiser'fee/ noun (also 
laisser-faire) policy of non-interference. 
[French] 

laity /'lenty/ noun lay people, as distinct from 
clergy. 

lake’ noun large body of water surrounded by 
land. o Lake District region of lakes in Cumbria. 


n Scottish loch, dialect or poetical mere, pool, 
| pond, reservoir, sea, tarn, water. 
lake? noun reddish pigment originally made 
from lac. 
lam verb (-mm-) slang hit hard, thrash. 


lama /la:mə/ noun Tibetan or Mongolian 
Buddhist monk. 


lamasery /‘la:meseri/ noun (plural -ies) lama 
monastery. 

lamb /læm/ noun 1 young sheep. 2 its flesh as 
food. 3 gentle, innocent, or weak person. @ verb 
(of sheep) give birth. 

lambaste /læm'berst/ verb (-ting) (also lambast 
|-bæst/) colloquial thrash, beat. 

lambent /‘lemboent/ adjective 1 (of flame etc.) 
playing on a surface. 2 (of eyes, wit, etc.) gently 
brilliant. o lambency noun. 

lambswool noun soft fine wool from young 
sheep. 

lame adjective 1 disabled in foot or leg. 2 (of 
excuse etc.) unconvincing. 3 (of verse etc.) 
halting. @verb (-ming) make lame; disable. 
u lame duck helpless person or firm. a lamely 
adverb. lameness noun. 


lamé | lane 


w adjective 1 (lame animal) crippled, disabled, 
handicapped, hobbled, hobbling, incapacitated, 
limping, maimed; (Jame leg) game, slang gammy, 
injured. 2 feeble, flimsy, inadequate, poor, tame, 
thin, unconvincing, weak. 3 halting, stiff, uneven. 
© verb cripple, disable, hobble, incapacitate, 
maim. 


lamé /‘la:me/ noun fabric with gold or silver 
thread woven in. 

lament /la'ment/ noun 1 passionate expression 
of grief. 2 song etc. of mourning. © verb 1 express 
or feel grief for or about; utter lament. 2 (as 
lamented adjective) recently dead. o lamenta- 
tion /læmən-j moun. 

n noun 2 dirge, elegy, keen, lamentation, monody, 

requiem, threnody. © verb 1 bemoan, bewail, cry, 

deplore, express one's sorrow, grieve, keen, 

mourn, regret, shed tears, sorrow, wail, weep. 


lamentable /‘lemanteb(e)l/ adjective deplor- 
able, regrettable. o lamentably adverb. 
n deplorable, regrettable, sad, unfortunate, 
unhappy. 


lamina /‘lemmo/ noun (plural -nae /-ni:/) thin 
plate or layer. o !aminar adjective. 

laminate verb /‘lemmerit/ (-ting) 1 beat or roll 
into thin plates. 2 overlay with plastic layer etc. 
3 split into layers. © noun /‘lemmot/ laminated 
structure, esp. of layers fixed together. o lamin- 
ation noun. 


lamp noun 1 device for giving light from electri- 
city, gas, oil, etc. 2 apparatus producing esp. 
ultraviolet or infra-red radiation. o lamp-post 
post supporting street light. lampshade usually 
partial cover for lamp. 


| u 1 lantern, light. 


lampoon /lzm'pu:n/ noun satirical attack on 
person etc. © verb satirize. o lampoonist noun. 

lamprey /‘lempri/ noun (plural -s) eel-like fish 
with sucker mouth. 

Lancastrian /len'kestrien/ noun native of 
Lancashire or Lancaster. © adjective 1 of Lanca- 
shire or Lancaster. 2 of House of Lancaster in 
Wars of Roses. 


lance /la:ns/ noun long spear, esp. one used by 
horseman. @verb (-cing) prick or open with 
lancet; Glance-corporal army NCO below cor- 
poral. 


lanceolate /'la:nsıələt/ adjective shaped like 
spearhead, tapering to each end. - 


lancer /'la:nsə/ noun 1 historical soldier of 
cavalry regiment originally armed with lances. 
2 (in plural) quadrille. 


lancet /‘la:nsit/ moun small broad two-edged sur- 
gical knife with sharp point. 


land noun 1 solid part of earth’s surface, not 
covered by sea. 2 ground, soil. 3 expanse of 
country. 4 nation, state. 5 landed property. 6 (in 
plural) estates. @ verb 1 set or go ashore. 2 bring 
(aircraft) down. 3 alight on ground etc. 4 bring 
(fish) to land. 5 (also reflexive; often + up) bring 
to, arrive at, or find oneself in certain situation 
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or place. 6 colloquial deal (person 
7 (+ with) present (person) with Gree etc.), 
colloquial win (prize, appointment, etc.), u lan, 
fall approach to land after sea or air joust 
landfill 1 waste material used to landsens ey. 
reclaim land. 2 disposing of waste in this." 
landlocked (almost) enclosed by land. tangy: 
ber person unfamiliar with sea and ships l ct 
mine explosive mine laid in or on pn 
landslide 1 (also landslip) sliding down of st 
of land from cliff or mountain. 2 Overwhelm 
majority in election. ing 
m noun 1 coast, ground, shore, terra firma. 2 earth, 
ground, soil. 3 country, ground, landscape, k 
region, terrain, territory. 4 country, fatherland 
homeland, motherland, nation, region, state : 
territory. 5, 6 estate(s), grounds, property. © verb 
1,3 alight, arrive, berth, come ashore, cometo Test, 
disembark, dismount, dock, end a journey, get 
down, go ashore, reach landfall, settle, touchdown 
5 bring, get, lead; (land oneself ) arrive, find 
oneself; (land up) become, end up, colloquial fetch 
up, finish up, grow. 8 see GET 1. 


landau /‘lendo:/ noun (plural -s) 4-wheeled 
enclosed carriage with divided top. 


landed adjective owning or consisting of land. 


landing /lændm/ noun 1 coming or bringing to 
land. 2 platform or passage at top of or part way 
up stairs. 3 place for ships to load and unload. 
o landing craft craft used for putting troops and 
equipment ashore. landing gear undercarriage 
of aircraft. landing stage platform for disem- 
barking passengers and goods. landing strip air- 
strip. à 
@ 1 arrival, docking, return, splashdown, 
touchdown. 3 see LANDING STAGE. O landing 
stage berth, dock, harbour, jetty, landing, pier, 
quay, wharf. 


landlady noun 1 woman owning rented prop- 
erty. 2 woman keeping pub, guest house, etc. 
m 1 see LANDLORD 1. 2 host, hostess, hotelier, 
innkeeper, licensee, manager, manageress, 
proprietor, proprietress, publican, restaurateur. 


landlord noun 1 person owning rented prop- 
erty. 2 person keeping pub, guest house, etc. 

u 1 landowner, lessor, letter, owner. 2 host, — 

hotelier, innkeeper, licensee, manager, proprietor, 

publican, restaurateur. 


landmark noun 1 conspicuous object. 2 notable 


event. = 
turning 


1 feature, visible feature. 2 milestone, 
point, watershed. 


landowner /‘lendaune/ noun owner of land. 


landscape /‘lendskerp/ noun 1 scenery neg 
of land. 2 picture of it. © verb (ping) Ime i 
(piece of land) by landscape gardening, 


out of grounds to resemble natural scenery: 


a, 
n noun aspect, countryside, outlook, pe 
prospect, rural scene, scene, scenery, Views 
5 d for 
lane noun 1 narrow road. 2 division of mer for 


one line of traffic. 3 strip of track 
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competitor in race. 4 regular course followed by 
ship.or aircraft. 
language /‘lengwid3/ noun 1 use of words in 
d way as means of human communication. 
2 system of words of particular community, 
country, etc. 3 faculty of speech. 4 style of expres- 
sion. 5 system of symbols and rules for computer 
programs. o language laboratory room with 
tape recorders etc. for learning foreign lan- 


age. 
g 1,3 see SPEECH 1. 2 argot, cant, dialect, idiom, 
jargon, colloquial lingo, parlance, patois, slang, 
speech, tongue, vernacular. 4 see STYLE noun 2. 


languid /‘lengwid/ adjective lacking vigour; 
idle. o languidly adverb. 

n apathetic, droopy, feeble, idle, inactive, inert, 

lackadaisical, lazy, lethargic, slow, sluggish, 

torpid, unenthusiastic, weak. 


languish /‘lengw1J/ verb lose or lack vitality. 
o languish for long for. languish under live 
under (depression etc.). 

n decline, droop, flag, lose momentum, mope, 

pine, slow down, stagnate, suffer, sulk, waste 

away, weaken, wither. 


languor /'læņgə/ noun 1 lack ofenergy; idleness. 
2 soft or tender mood or effect. o languorous 
adjective. 

lank adjective 1 (of grass, hair, etc.) long and 
limp. 2 thin and tall. 


m 1 drooping, lifeless, limp, long, straight, thin. 2 
see LANKY. 


lanky adjective (-ier, -iest) ungracefully thin and 
long or tall. 

a angular, awkward, bony, gangling, gaunt, lank, 

lean, long, scraggy, scrawny, skinny, tall, thin, 

ungraceful, weedy. 


lanolin /lenalm/ noun fat from sheep's wool 
used in cosmetics, ointments, etc. 


lantern /'lænt(ə)n/ noun 4 lamp with transpar- 
ent case protecting flame etc. 2 glazed structure 
on top of dome or room. 3 light-chamber of light- 
house. o lantern jaws long thin jaws. 


lanyard /'lænjəd/ noun 1 cord round neck or 
Sees for holding knife etc. 2 Nautical short 


lap' noun 1 front of sitting person’s body from 
Waist to knees. 2 clothing covering this. 
ü lapdog small pet dog. laptop (microcomputer) 
Suitable for use while travelling. 
u 1 knees, thighs. 


2 
lap noun 1 one circuit of racetrack etc. 2 section 
$ Journey etc. 3 amount of overlap. @ verb (-pp-) 
Overtake (competitor in race who is a lap 


behind). 2 (often + about, around) fold or wra 
(garment etc.). i y 


m noun 1 circle, circuit, course, orbit, revolution. 


3 
rop verb (-pp-) 1 (esp. ofanimal) drink by scoop- 
8 with tongue. 2 (usually + up, down) drink 
ete) y. 3 (usually + up) receive (gossip, praise, 
-) eagerly. 4 (of waves etc.) ripple. 5 make 


language | largesse 


lapping sound against (shore). © 
sound of lapping. ‘ anaes ts 


u verb 1,2 see DRINK verb 1. 


lapel /la'pel/ noun part of coat-front folded back. 


lapidary /zpidari/ adjective 1 concerned with 
Stones. 2 engraved on stone. 3 concise; well 
expressed. © noun (plural -ies) cutter, polisher, 
or engraver of gems. 


lapis lazuli Næpıs ‘leezjuli/ noun 1 bright blue 
gem. 2 its colour. 


lapse /lzps/ noun 4 slight error; slip of memory 
etc. 2 weak or careless decline into inferior state. 
3 passage or interval of time. © verb (-sing) 1 fail 
to maintain position or standard. 2 (+ into) fall 
back into (inferior or previous state). 3 (of right 
etc.) become invalid. 
u noun 1 blunder, error, failing, fault, flaw, mistake, 
omission, shortcoming, slip, colloquial slip-up, 
temporary failure, weakness. 2 backsliding, 
decline, relapse, slump. 3 break, gap, hiatus, 
hold-up, intermission, interruption, interval, 
lacuna, lull, pause. @ verb 1 decline, deteriorate, 
diminish, drop, fall, sink, slide, slip, slump, subside. 
2 see RELAPSE verb. 3 become invalid, expire, finish, 
run out, stop, terminate. 


lapwing /‘lz2pwi/ noun plover with shrill cry. 

larceny /‘la:sant/ noun (plural -ies) theft of per- 
sonal property. o larcenous adjective. 

larch noun 1 deciduous coniferous tree with 
bright foliage. 2 its wood. 

lard noun pig fat used in cooking etc. © verb 1 
insert strips of bacon in (meat etc.) before 
cooking. 2 (+ with) embellish (talk etc.) with 
(strange terms etc.). 

larder noun room or cupboard for storing food. 


lardy-cake noun cake made with lard, cur- 
rants, etc. 


large adjective‘ ofrelatively great size or extent. 
2 of larger kind. 3 comprehensive. o at large 1 
at liberty. 2 as a body or whole. large as life in 
person, esp. prominently. large-scale made or 
occurring on a large scale or in large amounts. 
o largeness noun. largish adjective. 
u 1, 2 above average, abundant, ample, big, broad, 
bulky, burly, capacious, colossal, commodious, 
considerable, copious, elephantine, enormous, 
extensive, fat, formidable, gargantuan, generous, 
giant, gigantic, grand, great, heavy, hefty, high, 
huge, colloquial hulking, immense, 
immeasurable, impressive, incalculable, infinite, 
colloquial jumbo, king-size, largish, lofty, long, 
mammoth, massive, mighty, monstrous, 
monumental, mountainous, outsize, overgrown, 
oversized, prodigious, roomy, sizeable, spacious, 
substantial, swingeing (increase), tall, thick, 
colloquial thumping, colloquial tidy (sum), titanic, 
towering, colloquial tremendous, vast, 
voluminous, weighty, colloquial whacking, 
colloquial whopping, wide. 


largely adverb to a great extent. 
largesse /la:'3es/ noun (also largess) money or 
gifts freely given. 


largo | latitude 


largo /‘la:gau/ Music adverb & adjective in slow 
time and dignified style. © noun ( plural-s) largo 
movement or passage. 

lariat /‘leriat/ noun 1 lasso. 2 tethering-rope. 

lark' noun small bird with tuneful song, esp. 
skylark. 

lark? colloquial noun 1 frolic; amusing incident. 
2 type of activity. © verb (+ about, around) play 
tricks. 

larkspur noun plant with spur-shaped calyx. 

larva /‘la:va/ noun (plural -vae /-vi:/) insect in 
stage between egg and pupa. o larval adjective. 


| u caterpillar, grub, maggot. 
laryngeal /la'rmdstal/ adjective of the larynx. 
laryngitis /lrm'dsaitis/ noun inflammation of 
larynx. 
larynx /lermks/ noun ( plural \arynges 
fle'rmd3i:z/ or -xes) cavity in throat holding 
vocal cords. 
lasagne /lə'sænjə/ noun pasta sheets. 


lascivious /la'stvies/ adjective lustful. ola- 
sciviously adverb. lasciviousness noun. 


laser /‘lerza/ noun device producing intense 
beam of special kind of light. o laser printer 
printing machine using laser to produce image. 


lash verb 1 make sudden whiplike movement. 2 
beat with whip. 3 (often + against, down) (of rain 
etc.) beat, strike. 4 criticize harshly. 5 rouse, 
incite. 6 (often + together, down) fasten with rope 
etc. © noun 1 sharp blow with whip etc. 2 flexible 
part of whip. 3 eyelash. o lash out 1 speak or hit 
out angrily. 2 colloquial spend money extrava- 
gantly. 

a verb 2 beat, birch, cane, flail, flog, scourge, 
strike, thrash, whip. 4 see CRITICIZE 1. @ noun 2 
see WHIP moun 1. 


lashings plural noun (often + of) colloquial 
plenty. 


lass noun esp. Scottish & Northern English or 
poetical girl. 

lassitude /‘lesitju:d/ noun 1 languor. 2 disin- 
clination to exert oneself. 


lasso flz'su:/ noun (plural -s or -es) rope with 
running noose used esp. for catching cattle. 
@ verb (-es, -ed) catch with lasso. 


last" /la:st/ adjective 4 after all others; coming at 
end. 2 most recent. 3 only remaining. © adverb 1 
after all others. 2 on most recent occasion. 
@noun 1 last, last-mentioned, or most recent 
person or thing. 2 last mention, sight, etc. 3 end; 
death. oat (long) last in the end; after much 
delay. the last straw slight addition to task etc. 
making it unbearable. 
u adjective 1 closing, concluding, final, furthest, 
hindmost, rearmost, terminal, terminating, 
ultimate. 2 latest, most recent, newest. 3 final, 
ultimate. 


last? /la:st/ verb remain unexhausted, adequate, 
or alive for specified or long time. o last out be 
sufficient for whole of given period. 
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m carry on, continue, endure, hold, Hold o 
J ~ Riganti t, ke 
on, linger, live, persist, remain, sta at, keep 
well. "Survive, wear 


last’ /la:st/ noun shoemaker’s model fı 
shoe etc. o stick to one’s last keep tae aaa 
understands. one 


lasting adjective 1 permanent. 2 durable 
1 see PERMANENT. $ 


lastly adverb finally. 
lat. abbreviation latitude. 


latch zoun 1 bar with catch as fastening of gate 
etc. 2 spring-lock as fastening of outer door 
© verb fasten with latch. o latchkey key of outer 
door. latch on to colloquial 1 attach oneself to, 2 
understand. : 


late adjective 1 after due or usual time. 2 far on 
in day, night, period, etc. 3 flowering, ripening, 
etc. towards end of season. 4 no longer alive or 
having specified status. 5 of recent date. © adverb 
4 after due or usual time. 2 far on in time. 3 ator 
till late hour. 4 at late stage of development. 5 
formerly but not now. o late in the day at late 
stage of proceedings etc. the latest the most 
recent news, fashion, etc. o lateness noun. 

u adjective 1 behindhand, belated, delayed, 

dilatory, overdue, slow, tardy, unpunctual. 4 dead, 

formal deceased, departed, ex-, former, past, 

previous. 5 current, last, new, recent, up-to-date. 


lateen sail /lə'ti:n/ noun triangular sail on long 
yard at angle of 45° to mast. 

lately adverb not long ago; recently. 

latent /‘leit(a)nt/ adjective 1 existing but not 
developed or manifest. 2 concealed, dormant. 
o latency noun. 


u dormant, hidden, invisible, potential, 
undeveloped, undiscovered. 
lateral /‘lzter(e)l/ adjective of, at, towards, or 
from side(s). © noun lateral shoot or branch. 


o lateral thinking method ofsolving problemsby 
indirect or illogical methods. o laterally adverb. 


latex /'lerteks/ noun 1 milky fluid of esp. rubber 
tree. 2 synthetic substance like this. 

lath /la:0/ noun thin flat strip of wood. 

lathe /le1d/ noun machine for shaping uae 
metal, etc. by rotating article against cut! 
tools. 


lather /'la:ðə/ noun 1 froth made by agitating 
soap etc. and water. 2 frothy sweat. 3 > a 
agitation. © verb 1 (of soap) form lather. 


with lather. 3 colloquial thrash. z 2 
Latin /‘letm/ noun language of ancient I Ro 2 
© adjective 1 of or in Latin. 2 of hate from 
peoples speaking languages develop of 
Latin. 3 of RC Church. o Latin America Ltn 
Central and S. America where Spanish 0 
guese is main language. cter 
Latinate /lætmert/ adjective having chara 
of Latin. aistance N. 
latitude /'lætrtju:d/ noun 1 angular OST ions, 
or S. of equator. 2 (usually in plural) ree" 
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climes. 3 freedom from restriction in action or 
opinion. 


a 3 colloquial elbow room, freedom, leeway, 
| liberty, room, scope, space. 


latrine /le'tri:n/ noun communal lavatory, esp. 
in camp. 

latter /‘lzta/ adjective 1 second-mentioned of 
two. 2 nearer the end. @zoun (the latter) the 
latter thing or person. o latter-day modern, con- 
temporary. 


n adjective 1 last, last-mentioned, second. 2 
| closing, concluding, later, recent. 


latterly adverb 1 recently. 2 in latter part of life 
or period. 


lattice /‘letis/ noun 1 (in full lattice-work) 
structure of crossed laths or bars with spaces 
between, used as fence, screen, etc. 2 arrange- 
mentresembling this. o lattice window one with 
small panes set in lead. o latticed adjective. 


u criss-cross, framework, grid, mesh, trellis. 


Latvian /‘letvien/ noun native, national, or lan- 
guage of Latvia. © adjective of Latvia. 


laud /lo:d/ verb praise, extol. 


laudable adjective praiseworthy. olaudably 
adverb. 


laudanum /'lo:denam/ noun solution prepared 
from opium. 


laudatory /‘lo:datar1/ adjective praising. 


laugh /la:f/ verb 1 make sounds etc. usual in 
expressing amusement, scorn, etc. 2 express by 
laughing. 3 (+ at) make fun of, ridicule. © noun 1 
sound or act of laughing. 2 colloquial comical 
person or thing. olaugh off shrug off (em- 
barrassment etc.) by joking. 

a verb 1 burst into laughter, chortle, chuckle, 

colloquial fall about, giggle, guffaw, roar with 
laughter, snicker, snigger, split one's sides, titter. 3 

(laugh at) see RIDICULE verb. 


laughable adjective 1 amusing. 2 ridiculous. 
O laughably adverb. 


a 1 see FUNNY 1. 2 absurd, derisory, ludicrous, 
preposterous, ridiculous. 


laughing noun laughter. claughing gas 
nitrous oxide as anaesthetic. laughing jackass 
kookaburra. laughing stock object of general 
derision. o laughingly adverb. 


u 0 laughing stock butt, figure of fun. 


laughter /‘la:fta/ noun act or sound of laughing. 
a chuckling, giggling, guffawing, hilarity, 

colloquial hysterics, laughing, laughs, merriment, 
mirth, snickering, sniggering, tittering. 


launch! /lo:ntf/ verb 4 set (vessel) afloat. 2 hurl 
orsend forth (rocket etc.). 3 start or set in motion 
(enterprise, person, etc.). 4 formally introduce 
(new product) with publicity. 5 (+ into) make 
Start on. 6 (+ out) make start on new enterprise. 
© noun launching. o launch pad platform with 
structure for launching rockets from. 


latrine | law 


u verb 1 float, set afloat, set in motion. 2 blast off, 
catapult, dispatch, fire, propel, send off, set off, 

shoot. 3 begin, embark on, establish, float, found, 
inaugurate, initiate, open, organize, set in motion, 
set off, set up, start. 


launch? /lo:ntf/ noun large motor boat. 

launder /‘lo:nda/ verb 1 wash and iron etc. 
(clothes etc.). 2 colloquial transfer (money) to 
conceal its origin. 

launderette /lo:n'dret/ noun (also laundrette) 
establishment with coin-operated washing 
machines and driers for public use. 


Inundress /‘lo:zndris/ noun woman who laun- 
ers. 


laundry /‘lo:ndri/ noun (plural -ies) 1 place 
where clothes etc. are laundered. 2 clothes etc. 
that need to be or have been laundered. 


laurel /'lor(ə)l/ noun 1 any of various kinds of 
shrub with dark green glossy leaves. 2 (in singu- 
lar or plural) wreath of bay-leaves as emblem of 
victory or poetic merit. o look to one’s laurels 
beware of losing one’s pre-eminence. rest on 
one’s laurels stop seeking further success. 


lava /‘la:va/ noun matter flowing from volcano 
and solidifying as it cools. 

lavatorial /leva'to:rial/ adjective 1 of or like lav- 
atories. 2 (esp. of humour) relating to excretion. 

lavatory /‘levatert/ noun (plural -ies) 1 recep- 
tacle for urine and faeces, usually with means of 
disposal. 2 room etc. containing this. 

a 1 bowl, colloquial loo, pan, colloquial potty, privy, 

toilet, urinal, water-closet, WC. 2 US bathroom, 

euphemistic cloakroom, convenience, Gents, 

Ladies, latrine, colloquial loo, privy, public 

convenience, toilet, urinal, water-closet, WC. 


lave verb (-ving) literary 1 wash, bathe. 2 wash 
against; flow along. 

lavender /lævmdə/ noun 4 evergreen 
fragrant-flowered shrub. 2 its dried flowers used 
to scent linen. 3 pale purplish colour. 
o lavender-water light perfume. 

laver /'lervə/ noun kind of edible seaweed. 

lavish /‘leviS/ adjective 1 profuse; abundant. 2 
generous. 3 excessive. © verb (often + on) bestow 
or spend (money, praise, etc.) abundantly. a lav- 
ishly adverb. lavishness noun. 

m adjective 1 abundant, copious, exuberant, 

liberal, luxuriant, luxurious, opulent, plentiful, 

profuse, sumptuous. 2 bountiful, free, generous, 

liberal, munificent, unselfish, unsparing, 

unstinting. 3 excessive, extravagant, improvident, 

prodigal, self-indulgent, wasteful. 


law noun 1 rule or set of rules established in a 
community, demanding or prohibiting certain 
actions. 2 such rules as social system or branch 
of study; science or philosophy of law. 3 binding 
force. 4 (the law) legal profession. 5 (the law) 
colloquial police. 6 law courts; legal remedy. 7 
statement of regularity of natural occurrences. 
a law-abiding obedient to the laws. law court 
court of law. Law Lord member of House of Lords 
qualified to perform its legal work. lawsuit 


lawbreaker | layperson 


bringing of claim etc. before law court. lay down 
the law give dogmatic opinions. take the law 
into one’s own hands get one’s rights without 
help of the law. 


decree, directive, edict, injunction, mandate, 
measure, order, ordinance, pronouncement, 
regulation, rule, statute; (laws of decency) code, 
convention, practice. 6 justice, litigation. 7 axiom, 
formula, postulate, principle, proposition, theory. 
o law-abiding compliant, decent, disciplined, 
good, honest, obedient, orderly, peaceable, 
peaceful, respectable, well behaved. lay down 
the law see DICTATE verb 2. 


lawbreaker /‘lo:bretke/ noun person who 
breaks the law. o lawbreaking noun & adjective. 


lawful adjective permitted, appointed, or recog- 
nized by law; not illegal. o lawfully adverb. law- 
fulness moun. 

ua allowable, allowed, authorized, constitutional, 

just, justifiable, legal, legitimate, permissible, 

permitted, prescribed, proper, recognized, 

regular, right, rightful, valid. 


lawless adjective 1 having no laws. 2 disre- 
garding laws; uncontrolled. olawlessness 
noun. 
u 4 anarchic, chaotic, disorderly, ungoverned, 
unregulated. 2 badly behaved, disobedient, 
disorderly, insubordinate, mutinous, rebellious, 
riotous, rowdy, seditious, turbulent, uncontrolled, 
undisciplined, ungoverned, unregulated, 
unrestrained, unruly, wicked, wild. o lawlessness 
anarchy, chaos, disobedience, disorder, mob law, 
mob rule, rebellion, rioting. 


lawmaker /‘lo:merke/ noun person who makes 
laws or takes part in making laws.o law-making 
adjective & noun. 


lawn! noun piece of close-mown grass in garden 
etc. o lawnmower machine for cutting lawns. 
lawn tennis tennis played with soft ball on grass 
or hard court. 


lawn? noun kind of fine linen or cotton. 


lawyer /‘lo1a/ noun person practising law, esp. 
solicitor. 


advocate, barrister, counsel, legal 
representative, member of the Bar, solicitor. 
lax adjective 1 lacking care or precision. 2 not 
strict. 3 loose, relaxed. olaxity noun. laxly 
adverb. laxness noun. 
n 1 careless, casual, neglectful, negligent, 
relaxed, remiss, slack, slipshod, unreliable, 
vague. 2 casual, easygoing, indulgent, lenient, 


permissive, relaxed, slack. 3 flexible, loose, 
| relaxed, slack. 


laxative [eeksatrv/ adjective helping evacu- 
ation of bowels. © noun laxative medicine. 


| a noun aperient, enema, purgative. 


lay’ verb (past & past participle laid) 1 place on 
surface, esp. horizontally. 2 put or bring into 
required position or state. 3 make by laying. 4 
(of bird) produce (egg). 5 cause to subside or lie 


u 4 (a country's laws) act, by-law, commandment, . 


E. 
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flat. 6 (usually + on) attribute (bla 
make ready (trap, plan). 8 presale 7 
meal. 9 put fuel ready to light (fire). 10 puteo 
as bet. ọ noun way, position, or direction ie 
which something lies. o lay bare expose BS a 
lay by store; set aside. lay-by extra strip bens 
road where vehicles may park. lay claimto chic 
as one’s own. lay down 1 relinquish. 2 eke 
(rule). 3 store (wine) in cellar. 4 sacrifice (on ei 
life). lay hands on seize. lay hold of seize. la fe 
provide oneself with stock of. lay into olloga 
attack violently with blows or verbally. lay it o; 
thick or with a trowel colloquial flatter, exagger 
ate grossly. lay low overthrow; kill. lay off 1 dis- 
charge (workers) temporarily. 2 colloquial 
desist. lay on 1 provide. 2 spread on. lay one's 
hands on locate, acquire. lay out 1 spread. 2 
expose to view. 3 prepare (body) for burial. 4 
colloquial knock unconscious. 5 expend (money). 
layout way in which land, building, printed 
matter, etc., is arranged or set out. lay to rest 
bury. lay up 1 store, save (money). 2 (as laid up 
adjective) confined to bed or the house. lay waste 
ravage, destroy. 


USAGE It is incorrect in standard English to use 
lay to mean ‘lie’, as in She was laying on the floor. 
u verb 1, 2 arrange, deposit, leave, place, position, 
put down, rest, set down, set out, spread. 3 build, 
construct, establish. 6 ascribe, assign, attribute, 
charge, impose. 7 concoct, create, design, 
organize, plan, set up. 10 see GAMBLE verb 2. olay 
bare see REVEAL 1. lay by, lay in see STORE verb 
1. lay into see ATTACK verb 1-2. lay low see 
DEFEAT verb 1. lay off 1 see DISMISS 2. 2 S68 CEASE. 
lay to rest see BURY 1. lay up 2 see STORE verb 1. 
lay waste see DESTROY 1. 


lay? adjective 1 not ordained into the clergy. 2 
not professionally qualified. 3 ofor done by such 
people. o layman, laywoman layperson. lay 
reader layperson licensed to conduct some 
religious services. 


| u o layman, laywoman see LAYPERSON. 

lay? noun 4 short poem meant to be sung: 2 song. 
lay‘ past of LIE". 

layabout /‘lerebaut/ noun habitual idler. 


layer noun 1 thickness of matter, esp. one of 
several, covering surface. 2 hen that lays eggs 
overb 1 arrange in layers. 2 propagate (lany 
by fastening shoot down to take root. o layere 
adjective. A 

n noun 4 coat, coating, covering, film, sheet, skin, 

seam, stratum, substratum, surface, thickness. 

o layered laminated, sandwiched, stratified. 


layette /leret/ noun clothes etc. prepared for 
newborn child. d 


; o 
lay figure noun 1 artist's jointed wooden mai 
ofhuman figure. 2 unrealistic character in noy! 


etc. 
| -$ or 
layperson /‘lerps:s(e)n/ noun (plura A 
laypeople) 4 person not in holy orders.f oe 
without professional or special knowledge: 
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a 1 layman, laywoman, member of the 
congregation, parishioner, unordained person. 2 
amateur, layman, laywoman, non-specialist, 
untrained person. 


laze verb (-zing) spend time idly. © noun spell of 
lazing. 

a verb be lazy, do nothing, idle, lie about, loaf; 

lounge, relax, sit about, colloquial unwind. 


lazy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 disinclined to work; 
doing little work. 2 of or inducing idleness. 
Olazybones colloquial lazy person. u lazily 
adverb. laziness noun. f 
u 1 easygoing, idle, inactive, indolent, languid, 
lethargic, listless, shiftless, slang skiving, slack, 
slothful, slow, sluggish, torpid, unenterprising, 
work-shy. 2 peaceful, quiet, relaxing. o lazybones 
see SLACKER. G laziness idleness, inactivity, 
indolence, lethargy, loafing, lounging about, 
shiftlessness, slackness, sloth, slowness, ` 
sluggishness, torpor. 


Ib abbreviation pound(s) weight. 


USAGE Itis a common mistake to write lbs as an 
abbreviation for pounds. 28 lb is correct. 


l.b.w. abbreviation leg before wicket. 

lc. abbreviation 1 loc. cit. 2 lower case. 

LCD abbreviation liquid crystal display. 
L/Cpl abbreviation Lance-Corporal. 

LEA abbreviation Local Education Authority. 
lea noun poetical meadow, field. 


leach verb 1 make (liquid) percolate through 
some material. 2 subject (bark, ore, ash, soil) to 
this. 3 (usually + away, out). remove (soluble 
matter) or be removed in this way. 


lead! /li:d/ verb (past & past participle led) 1 
conduct, esp. by going in front. 2 direct actions 
or opinions of. 3 (often + to) guide by persuasion. 
4 provide access to. 5 pass or spend (life etc.). 6 
have first place in. 7 go or be first. 8 play (card) 
as first player in trick. 9 (+ to) result in. 10 (+ 
with) (of newspapers or broadcast) have as main 
story. © noun 1 guidance; example. 2 leader’s 
place. 3 amount by which competitor is ahead of 
others. 4 clue. 5 strap etc. for leading dog etc. 6 
Electricity conductor carrying current to place of 
use. 7 chief part in play etc. 8 Cards act or right 
of playing first. olead by. the nose make 
(person) do all one wishes them to. lead-in intro- 
duction, opening. lead off begin. lead on entice 
dishonestly. lead up the garden path colloquial 
mislead. lead up to 1 form preparation for. 2 
direct conversation towards. 

u verb 1 conduct, escort, guide, pilot, show the 
way, Steer, usher. 2 be in charge of, captain, 
command, direct, govern, head, manage, preside 
over, rule, skipper, superintend, supervise. 3 draw, 
guide, influence, persuade, prompt. 6 beat, defeat, 
excel, outdo, outstrip, precede, surpass, literary 
vanquish. 7 be first, be in front, be in the lead, go 
first. @ noun 1 direction, example, guidance, 
leadership, model, pattern, precedent. 2 first place, 
front, spearhead, van, vanguard. 4 clue, hint, line, 


tip, tip-off. 5 chain, leash, strap. 6 cable, flex, wire. 
7 chief part, hero, heroine, principal, protagonist, 
Starring role, title role, c lead off see BEGIN 3. 


lead? /led/ noun 1 heavy soft grey metal. 2 graph- 
ite used in pencils. 3 lump of lead used in sound- 
ing. 4 (in plural) strips of lead covering roof; 
Pieces of lead-covered roof. 5 blank space 
between lines of print. @ verb cover, frame, or 
space with lead(s). olead-free (of petrol) 
without added lead compounds. 

leaded /‘ledid/ adjective 4 (of petrol) with added 
162d compounds. 2c window pane) framed with 
ead. 


leaden /'led(ə)n/ adjective 4 of or like lead. 2 
heavy, slow. 3 lead-coloured. 


leader/'li:də/ noun 1 person or thing that leads. 
2 leading performer in orchestra, quartet, etc. 3 
leading article. o leadership noun. 
a 1 ayatollah, colloquial boss, captain, chief, 
chieftain, commander, conductor, courier, 
demagogue, director, figurehead, guide, head, 
patriarch, premier, prime minister, principal, 
ringleader, ruler, superior, supremo. 3 editorial, 
leading article. 


leading/'li:dm/ adjective chief; most important. 
o leading aircraftman one ranking just below 
NCO in RAF. leading article newspaper article 
giving editorial opinion. leading light promi- 
nent influential person. leading note Music 
seventh note of ascending scale. leading ques- 
tion one prompting the answer wanted. 


USAGE Leading question does not mean a ‘prin- 
cipal’ or ‘loaded’ or ‘searching’ question. 


l m see CHIEF adjective 1-2, INFLUENTIAL. - 


leaf noun (plural leaves) 1 flat usually green 
part of plant growing usually on stem. 2 foliage. 
3 single thickness of paper, esp. in book. 4 very 
thìn sheet of metal etc. 5 hinged part, extra 
section, or flap of table etc. @ verb 1 (of plants etc. 
) begin to grow leaves. 2 (+ through) turn over 
pages of (book etc.). o leaf-mould soil composed 
chiefly of decaying leaves. uleafage noun. 
leafless adjective. leafy adjective (-ier, -lest). 


u noun 2 foliage, greenery. 3 folio, page, sheet. 


leaflet /'li:fltt/ noun 1 sheet of paper, pamphlet, 
etc., giving information. 2 young leaf. 


a 1 advertisement, bill, booklet, brochure, circular, 
| flyer, folder, handout, notice, pamphlet. 


league’ /li:g/ noun 1 people, countries, etc., 
joining together for particular purpose. 2 group 
of sports clubs who contend for championship. 3 
class of contestants. @ verb (-gues, -gued, - 
guing) (often + together) join in league. ain 
league allied, conspiring. league table list in 
order of success. 
a noun 1, 2 alliance, association, coalition, 
confederation, federation, fraternity, group, guild, 
society, union. o in league (be in league) see 
CONSPIRE. 


league? /li:g/ noun archaic measure of trav- 
elling distance, usually about 3 miles. 


leak | leave 


leak noun 1 hole through which liquid etc. 
passes accidentally in or out. 2 liquid etc. thus 
passing through. 3 similar escape of electric 
charge. 4 disclosure of secret information. 
© verb 4 (let) pass out or in through leak. 2 dis- 
close (secret). 3 (often + out) become known. 
o leaky adjective (-ier, -iest). 
u noun 1 aperture, break, chink, crack, crevice, 
cut, fissure, flaw, hole, opening, perforation, 
puncture, rent, split, tear. 2 discharge, drip, 
emission, escape, exudation, leakage, oozing, 
seepage, trickle. 4 disclosure, revelation. @ verb 1 
discharge, drip, escape, exude, 00ze, percolate, 
seep, spill, trickle. 2 disclose, divulge, give away, 
let out, let slip, make known, pass on, reveal, 
colloquial spill the beans about. O leaky cracked, 
dripping, holey, perforated, punctured. 


leakage noun action or result of leaking. 


lean’ verb (past & past participle leaned or leant 
flent/) 4 (often + across, back, over, etc.) be or 
place in sloping position. 2 (usually + against, 
on) rest for support against. 3 (usually + on, 
upon) rely, depend. 4 (usually + to, towards) be 
inclined or partial. @ moun inclination, slope. 
n lean on colloquial put pressure on (person) to 
act in certain way. lean-to building with roof 
resting against larger building or wall. 

u verb 1 bank, careen, heel over, incline, keel over, 

list, slant, slope, tilt, tip. 2 loll, prop oneself up, 

recline, rest, support oneself. 


lean? adjective 1 (of person etc.) having no 
superfluous fat. 2 (of meat) containing little fat. 
3 meagre. @ noun lean part of meat. o lean years 
time of scarcity. o leanness noun. 

u adjective 1 angular, bony, emaciated, gangling, 

gaunt, hungry-looking, lanky, rangy, scraggy, 

scrawny, skinny, slender, slim, spare, thin, weedy, 

wiry. 


leaning moun tendency or inclination; par- 
tiality. 

m bent, bias, favouritism, inclination, instinct, 
liking, partiality, penchant, predilection, 
preference, propensity, readiness, taste, 

tendency, trend. 


leap verb (past & past participle leaped or leapt 
flept/) 1 jump, spring forcefully. 2 jump across. 
3(+on) attack. @ noun forceful jump. o by leaps 
and bounds with very rapid progress. leapfrog 
@ noun game in which player vaults with parted 
legs over another bending down. everb 1 
perform sucha vault. 2 vault over. leap year year 
with 29 Feb. as extra day. 
m verb 1 bound, caper, cavort, dance, frisk, frolic, 
gambol, hop, jump, prance, romp, skip, spring, 
vault. 2 bound, clear (a fence), hop over, hurdle, 
jump, leapfrog, vault. 3 (leap on) ambush, attack, 
jump on, pounce on. 


learn /I3:n/ verb (past & past participle learned 
N3:nt, I3:nd/ or learnt) 1 get knowledge of or skill 
in by : study, experience, or being taught. 2 
commit to memory. 3 (usually + of, about) be told 
about; find out. 


a 
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u 1 acquire, assimilate, become 
taught, colloquial catch on to, oa be 
of, grasp, master, slang mug up, pick ante nding 
colloquial swot up. 2 commit to memo; Y, 
memorize, remember. 3 (/earn of ) ascertain 
become aware of, discover, find out, gather, 


learned /‘Is:nid/ adjective 1 having much kn 
ledge from studying. 2 showi ee 
learning. nE or requiring 


H 1 see EDUCATED (EDUCATE). 2 See ACAD) ] 
| adjective 1. roe 


learner noun 1 person learning; beginner, 2 (i 
full learner driver) person who inane 
drive but has not yet passed driving test. 

m 1 apprentice, beginner, cadet, initiate, novice 

pupil, scholar, starter, student, trainee, tiro. ` 


learning noun knowledge got by study. 
a culture, education, erudition, information, 
knowledge, lore, scholarship, wisdom. 


lease /li:s/ noun contract by which owner of 
land or building allows another to use it for speci- 
fied time, usually for rent. © verb (-sing) grantor 
take on lease. o leasehold holding of property 
by lease. leaseholder noun. new lease of (US on) 
life improved prospect of living, or of use after 
repair. 


a noun agreement, contract. © verb charter, hire 
out, let, rent out, sublet. 


leash noun strap for holding dog(s). © verb 1 put 
leash on. 2 restrain. o straining at the leash 
eager to begin. 

least adjective smallest, slightest. © noun least 
amount. © adverb in the least degree. o at least 
atany rate. to say the least putting the case mod- 
erately. 


m adjective fewest, lowest, minimum, poorest, 
slightest, smallest, tiniest. 
leather /'leðə/ noun 1 material made from skin 
of animal by tanning etc. 2 piece of leather for 
cleaning esp. windows. 3 slang cricket ball; foot- 


ball. © verb 1 beat, thrash. 2 cover or polish with 
leather. o leatherjacket larva of crane-fly. 


| n noun 1 chamois, hide, skin, suede. 2 chamois. 
leatherette /leðə'ret/ noun imitation leather. 
leathery adjective 4 like leather. 2 tough. 
leave' verb(-ving; past & past participleteft) 1 go 
away (from). 2 cause or allow to remain; Ge a 
without taking. 3 cease to reside at, belong i 
work for, etc. 4 abandon. 5 (usually + to) Sais 5 
to another person. 6 bequeath. 7 aero 
entrust (object, message, etc.) to be deal Ss 
in one’s absence. 8 not consume or di bh 
u leave off 1 come to or make an end. 2 
leave out omit. 
m 4 colloquial be off, check out, decamp, 
disappear, slang do a bunk, escape, get 
out, go away, go out, pull out, colloquial pus 
retire, retreat, run away, say goodbye, set bel h 
off, take one’s leave, withdraw. 2 allowtoS Yı oe 
deposit, forget, let alone, let be, lose, mislay, F 
position, put down, set down. 3 colloquial c 


depart, 
hoff, 
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in, colloquial drop out of, give up, quit, relinquish, 
renounce, resign from, retire from, walk out of, 
wash one's hands of. 4 abandon, desert, evacuate, 
forsake, vacate. 5 assign, formal cede, commit, 
consign, entrust, refer, relinquish. 6 bequeath, 
hand down, will. 7 deposit, entrust, lodge. o leave 
off 2 see stor verb 1. leave out see omir 1. 


leave’ noun 1 permission. 2 (in full leave of 
absence) permission to be absent from duty. 3 
period for which this lasts. o leave-taking act 
of saying goodbye. on leave legitimately absent 
from duty. take one’s leave (of) say goodbye (to). 
n 1 authorization, consent, dispensation, licence, 
permission, sanction. 2, 3 free time, furlough, 
holiday, recess, sabbatical, time off, vacation. 


leaven /'lev(ə)n/ noun 1 substance used to make 
dough ferment and rise. 2 transforming influ- 
ence. @verb 1 ferment (dough) with leaven. 2 
permeate, transform. 


leavings plural noun what is left. 


Lebanese /leba'ni:z/ adjective of Lebanon. 
@noun (plural same) native or national of 
Lebanon. 


lecher /‘letSa/ noun lecherous man. 


lecherous adjective lustful. olecherously 
adverb. lechery noun. 


lectern /‘lekt(9)n/ noun 1 stand for holding 
Bible etc. in church. 2 similar stand for lecturer 
etc. 


lecture /'lektfə/ noun 1 talk giving information 
to class etc. 2 admonition, reprimand. © verb (- 
ring) 1 (often + on) deliver lecture(s). 2 admon- 
ish, reprimand. 
noun 1 address, discourse, disquisition, lesson, 
paper, sermon, speech, talk. 2 admonition, 
diatribe, colloquial dressing down, harangue, 
reprimand, formal reproof, sermon, colloquial 
talking-to, colloquial telling-off. © verb 1 
discourse, give a lecture, harangue, hold forth, 
pontificate, preach, sermonize, speak, talk 
formally, teach. 2 see REPRIMAND verb. 


lecturer noun person who lectures, esp. as 
teacher in higher education. 


m don, fellow, instructor, professor, speaker, 
teacher. 


lectureship noun university post as lecturer. 
led past & past participle of LEAD'. 


ledge noun narrow shelf or projection from ver- 
tical surface. 


m mantel, overhang, projection, ridge, shelf, sill, 
Step, 


ledger /‘ledsa/ noun book in which firm's 
accounts are kept. 


lee noun 1 shelter given by neighbouring object. 
2 side of thing away from the wind. a leeway 1 
allowable deviation. 2 drift of ship to leeward. 


leech noun 1 bloodsucking worm formerly used 
medicinally for bleeding. 2 person who sponges 
on others. 


leave | legal 
leek noun vegetable of onion family with long 
cylindrical white bulb. 


leer verb look slyly, lasciviously, or maliciously. 
@ noun leering look. 


leery adjective (-ier, -iest) slang 1 knowing, sly. 
2 (usually + of) wary. 


` lees /li:z/ plural noun 4 sediment of wine etc. 2 
dregs. 


leeward /‘i:wad, Nautical ‘lu:ad/ adjective & 
adverb on or towards sheltered side. @ noun this 
direction. 

left' adjective 1 on or towards west side of person 
or thing facing north. 2 (also Left) Politics of the 
Left. @ adverbon or toleftside. @ noun 1 left part, 
region, or direction. 2 Boxing left hand. 3 Boxing 
blow with this. 4 (often Left) Politics group fav- 
ouring socialism; radicals collectively. o left- 
hand on left side. left-handed 1 naturally using 
left hand for writing etc. 2 made by or for left 
hand. 3 turning to left. 4 (of screw) turned antic- 
lockwise to tighten. 5 awkward, clumsy. 
6 (of compliment etc.) ambiguous. left- 
handedness noun. left-hander left-handed 
person or blow. left wing 1 more radical section 
of political party. 2 left side of army, football 
team, etc. left-wing socialist, radical. left- 
winger member of left wing. o leftward adjective 
& adverb. leftwards adverb. 

m adjective 2 communist, Labour, left-wing, 

liberal, Marxist, progressive, radical, colloquial 

red, revolutionary, socialist. © noun 1 left hand, 

port = left side facing bow of ship. 4 communists, 

Labour, left wing, left-wingers, liberals, Marxists, 

progressives, radicals, colloquial reds, 

revolutionaries, socialists. 


left? past & past participle of LEAVE". 


leftover /'leftəuvə/ noun (usually in plural) 
item (esp. of food) remaining after rest has been 
used or eaten. @adjective remaining over, 
surplus. 


leg noun 1 each of limbs on which person or 
animal walks and stands. 2 leg of animal as food. 
3partofgarment covering leg. 4 support ofchair, 
table, etc. 5 section ofjourney, race, competition, 
etc. 6 Cricket half of field behind batsman’s back. 
uleg before wicket Cricket (of batsman) 
declared out for illegal obstruction of ball that 
would have hit wicket. leg it (-gg-) colloquial 
walk or run hard. leg-pull colloquial hoax. leg 
warmer either of pair of tubular knitted gar- 
ments covering leg from ankle to thigh. o legged 
adjective. 

m 1 limb, member. 4 brace, column, pillar, prop, 

support, upright. 5 lap, length, part, section, stage, 

stretch. 


legacy /‘legast/ noun (plural -ies) 1 gift left by 
will. 2 anything handed down by predecessor. 


l m 1 bequest, endowment, estate, inheritance. 


legal /'li:g(ə)l/ adjective 1 of, based on, or con- 
cerned with law. 2 appointed, required, or per- 
mitted by law. o legal aid state help with cost of 
legal advice. legal tender currency that cannot 


legalize | length 


legally be refused in payment of debt. o legality 
firgzelitt/ noun. legally adverb. 

u 1 forensic, judicial, judiciary. 2 above board, 
acceptable, admissible, allowable, allowed, 
authorized, constitutional, just, lawful, legalized, 
legitimate, licensed, formal licit, permitted, 
permissible, proper, regular, right, rightful, valid. 


legalize /'li:ągəlarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or - 
sing) 1 make lawful. 2 bring into harmony with 
law. o legalization noun. 

wallow, authorize, legitimate, legitimize, license, 

normalize, permit, regularize, validate. 


legate /‘legat/ noun papal ambassador. 

legatee /lege'ti:/ noun recipient of legacy. 

legation /irger{(e)n/ noun 1 diplomatic min- 
ister and his or her staff. 2 this minister’s official 
residence. : 

legato /l'ga:tau/ Music adverb & adjective in 
smooth flowing manner. ©noun (plural -s) 
legato passage. 

legend /‘led3(2)nd/ noun ‘1 traditional story, 
myth. 2 colloquial famous or remarkable person 
or event. 3 inscription. 4 explanation on map etc. 
of symbols used. 


| a 1 epic, folk-tale, myth, saga, story, tradition. 


legendary adjective 1 existing in legend. 2 col- 
loquial remarkable, famous. 

u 1 apocryphal, epic, fabled, fabulous, fictional, 

fictitious, imaginary, invented, made up, mythical, 

non-existent, traditional. 2 see FAMOUS 1. 


legerdemain /ledgede'mem/ noun 1 sleight of 
hand. 2 trickery, sophistry. 

leger line /'led3ə/ noun Music short line added 
for notes above or below range of staff. 

legging noun (usually in plural) 1 close-fitting 
trousers for women or children. 2 outer covering 
of leather etc. for lower leg. 

leggy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 long-legged. 2 
long-stemmed and weak. 

legible /‘led31b(e)]/ adjective easily read. o legi- 
bility noun. legibly adverb. s 


n clear, decipherable, distinct, intelligible, neat, 
plain, readable, understandable. 


legion l'li:d3(ə)n/ noun 1 division of 3,000-6,000 
menin ancient Roman army. 2 other large organ- 
ized body. © adjective great in number. 

legionary adjective of legions. © noun (plural - 
ies) member of legion. 

legionnaire fli:dga'nea/ noun member of 
foreign legion. o legionnaires’ disease form of 
bacterial pneumonia. 

legislate /‘ledsislert/ verb (-ting) make laws. 
o legislator noun. 

legislation noun 1 making laws. 2 laws made. 

legislative /‘ledsislatrv/ adjective of or em- 
powered to make legislation. 


legislature /'ledzislertfə/ noun legislative body 
ofa state. 


legitimate /lrdzıtrmət/ adjective 1 (of child) 


Ss 
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born of parents married to one anoth; 
proper, regular. 3 logically admissibic lawful, 
/i'd3ttmeit/. 1 make lawful. 2 justify a verb 
imacy noun. legitimately adverh, !®alt- 
n adjective 2 authentic, ethical, jus 
lawful, legal, formal licit, moral, LES 
regular, true. 3 justifiable, logical, reasonabl 
right, valid. © verb 1 see LEGALIZE, . 


legitimize /lr'd3itrmaiz/ verb (also -i 

or -sing) 1 make legitimate. 2 aa 
tification for. o legitimization noun, Is 
legume /'legju:m/ noun 1 legumino 
edible part ofthis. ` ee Pan 


leguminous /lrgju:mmas/ adjective of the 
family of plants with seeds in pods, e.g. peas and 
beans. 


lei /'ler/ noun Polynesian garland of flowers. 


leisure /'le3ə/ noun free time; time at one’s own 
disposal. u at leisure not occupied, in an unhur- 
ried way. at one’s leisure when one has time. 
leisure centre public building with sports facili- 
ties etc. leisurewear informal clothes, esp. sport- 
swear. 

n breathing-space, ease, holiday, liberty, 

opportunity, quiet, recreation, relaxation, relief, 

repose, respite, rest, spare time, time off. 


leisured adjective having ample leisure. 


leisurely adjective relaxed, unhurried. 
© adverb without hurry. 


u adjective easy, gentle, lingering, peaceful, 
relaxed, relaxing, restful, slow, unhurried. 
leitmotif /‘laitmouti:f/ noun (also leitmotiv) 
recurring theme in musical etc. composition rep- 
resenting particular person, idea, etc. 
lemming /‘lemm/ noun Arctic rodent reputed 
torush, during migration, in large numbers into 
sea and drown. A 
lemon /‘leman/ noun 1 acid yellow citrus fruit. 
2 tree bearing it. 3 pale yellow colour. O temon 
cheese, curd thick creamy lemon spread. 
o lemony adjective. 
lemonade /leme'neid/ noun 1 drink made ae 
lemons. 2 synthetic substitute for this, 0 
fizzy. 
lemon sole /‘leman/ noun (plural same or 
fish of plaice family. TAN of 
lemur /‘li:ma/ noun tree-dwelling primate 
Madagascar. 


+s) 


in return for interest. 3 bestow, contri ute. 
(lend itself to) be suitable for. al 
listen. o lender noun. 


| a 1, 2 advance, loan. $ n 


d. 2 
length noun 1 measurement from Gela Eer T 
extent in or of time. 3 length of horse, a stent, 
measureofleadinrace. 4 long Set Tee 4in 
degree of thoroughness in action. verb. 
detail. 2 after a long time. o lengthways ad 


lengthwise adverb & adjective. 
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a 1 distance, extent, footage, measure, 
measurement, mileage, reach, size, span, stretch. 
2 duration, period, span, stretch, term. 


lengthen verb make or become longer. 

a continue, drag out, draw out, elongate, enlarge, 
expand, extend, increase, pad out, prolong, 
protract, pull out, stretch. 


lengthy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of unusual 
length. 2 prolix, tedious. 

lenient /‘li:nant/ adjective merciful, not severe, 
mild. o lenience noun. leniency noun. leniently 

- adverb. 

n charitable, easygoing, forbearing, forgiving, 

gentle, humane, indulgent, kind, merciful, mild, 

permissive, soft, soft-hearted, sparing, tolerant. 


lens /lenz/ noun piece of transparent substance 
with one or both sides curved, used in spectacles, 
telescopes, cameras, ctc. 2 combination of lenses 
used in photography. 

Lent noun religious period of fasting and peni- 
tence from Ash Wednesday to Easter Eve. 
a Lenten adjective. 


lent past & past participle of LEND. 


lentil /‘lentil/ noun 1 edible seed of leguminous 
plant. 2 this plant. 


lento /‘lentau/ Music adjective slow. © adverb 
slowly. © noun lento movement or passage. 


Leo /'li:au/ noun fifth sign of zodiac. 
leonine /‘li:anam/ adjective 1 lionlike. 2 of lions. 


leopard /‘lepad/ noun large animal of cat family 
with dark-spotted fawn or all black coat; panther. 


leotard /'‘li:ata:d/ noun close-fitting one-piece 
garment worn by dancers etc. 


leper /'lepə/ noun person with leprosy. 


leprechaun /‘leproko:n/ noun small mis- 
chievous sprite in Irish folklore. 


leprosy /'leprəsı/ noun contagious disease of 
skin and nerves. o leprous adjective. 


lesbian /‘lezbian/ noun homosexual woman. 
© adjective of homosexuality in women. o lesb- 
ianism noun. 


lesion /'li:3(@)n/ noun 1 damage, injury. 2 
change in part of body due to injury or disease. 
less adjective 1 smaller. 2 of smaller quantity; 
not so much. © adverb to smaller extent; in lower 
degree. © noun smaller amount, quantity, or 

number. © preposition minus, deducting. 


USAGE The use of less to mean ‘fewer’, as in 
There are less people than yesterday, is incorrect 
in standard English. 


l m adjective reduced, shorter, smaller. 


-less /les/ suffix forming adjectives and adverbs: 
1 (from nouns) not having, without. 2 (from 
verbs) not affected by or doing (the action of 
the verb). o -lessly suffix forming adverbs. -less- 
ness suffix forming nouns. 


lessee /le'si:/ noun (often + of) person holding 
property by lease. 


lengthen | lethargy 


leszen ['les(ə)n/ verb make or become less; dim- 
inish. 

u abate, assuage, cut, deaden, decline, decrease, 
die away, diminish, dwindle, ease, ease off, 
colloquial let up, lighten, lower, minimize, mitigate, 
moderate, reduce, relieve, slacken, subside, tail 
off, tone down, weaken. 


lesser adjective not so great as the other(s). 


lesson /'les(ə)n/ noun 1 period of teaching. 2 (in 
plural; usually + in) systematic instruction. 3 
thing learnt or to be learnt by pupil. 4 experience 
that serves to warn or encourage. 5 passage from 
Bible read aloud during church service. 

u 1 class, lecture, practical, seminar, session, 

tutorial, workshop. 2 (lessons) classes, 

Instruction, teaching. 3 drill, task. 4 admonition, 

example, moral, warning. 


lessor /le'so:/ noun person who lets property by 
lease. 


lest conjunction in order that not; for fear that. 


let! verb (-tt-; past & past participle let) 1 allow, 
enable, or cause to. 2 grant use of (rooms, land, 
etc.) for rent or hire. © auxiliary verb: in exhor- 
tations, commands, assumptions, etc. © noun act 
of letting. o let alone 1 not to mention. 2 let be. 
let be not interfere with. let down 1 lower. 2 fail 
to support or satisfy; disappoint. let-down noun 
disappointment. let fly 1 (often + af) attack physi- 
cally or verbally. 2 discharge (missile). let go 1 
release. 2 lose hold of. 3 cease to think or talk 
about (something). let in 1 allow to enter. 2 
(usually + for) involve (person, often oneself) in 
loss, problem, etc. 3 (usually + on) allow (person) 
to share secret etc. let loose release. let off 1 fire 
(gun). 2 cause (steam etc.) to escape. 3 not punish 
or compel. let on colloquial reveal secret. let out 
1 release. 2 reveal (secret etc.). 3 slacken. 4 put 
out to rent. let-out oun colloquial opportunity 
to escape. let up colloquial 1 become less severe. 
2 diminish. let-up noun colloquial 1 relaxation 
of effort. 2 diminution. {i 
a verb 1 agree to, allow to, authorize to, consent 
to, enable to, give permission to, license to, permit 
to, sanction to. 2 charter, contract out, hire, lease, 
rent. c let alone 2 see LEAVE' 2. let be see LEAVE' 
2. let-down anticlimax, disappointment, 
disillusionment, colloquial wash-out. let go 1 see 
LIBERATE 1. let loose see LIBERATE 1. let off 1 see 
FIRE verb 1,4;5. 3 see ACQUIT 1. let out 1 see 
LIBERATE 1. let up See LESSEN. 


let? noun obstruction of ball or player in tennis 
etc. after which ball must be served again. © verb 
(-tt-; past & past participle letted or let) archaic 
hinder, obstruct. o without let or hindrance 
unimpeded. 


lethal /'1i:6(a)1/ adjective causing or sufficient to 
cause death. o lethally adverb. 


l u deadly, fatal, mortal. 


lethargy /‘leQad31/ noun 1 lack of energy. 2 
unnatural sleepiness. o lethargic /lr'@a:d51k/ 
adjective. \ethargically /l'Qa:d3tkali/ adverb. 


letter | liaison 


u 1 apathy, idleness, inactivity, indolence, inertia, 
laziness, listlessness, slothfulness, slowness, 
sluggishness, torpor, weariness. 2 see SLEEPINESS. 
o lethargic apathetic, comatose, dull, heavy, 
inactive, indifferent, indolent, languid, lazy, 
listless, phlegmatic, sleepy, slow, slothful, 


sluggish, torpid, weary. 
letter /'letə/ noun 1 character representing one 
or more of sounds used in speech. 2 written or 
printed communication, usually sent in envel- 
ope by post. 3 precise terms of statement. 4 (in 
plural) literature. @ verb 1 inscribe letters on. 
2 classify with letters. o letter bomb terrorist 
explosive device sent by post. letter box 1 box for 
delivery or posting of letters. 2 slit in door for 
delivery of letters. letterhead printed heading 
on stationery. letterpress 1 printed words in 
illustrated book. 2 printing from raised type. to 
the letter keeping to every detail. 
m noun 1 character, sign, symbol. 2 
communication, dispatch, epistle, message, 
jocularmissive, note; (letters) correspondence, 
mail, post. 


lettuce /‘letis/ moun plant with crisp leaves used 


in salad. 
leucocyte /‘lu:kasart/ noun white blood cell. 


leukaemia /lu:'ki:mia/ noun (US leukemia) 
malignant progressive disease in which too 
many white blood cells are produced. 


Levant /l'vent/ noun (the Levant) archaic 
East-Mediterranean region. 


Levantine /‘levantam/ adjective of or trading to 
the Levant. @ noun native or inhabitant of the 
Levant. 


leves /levi/ noun US embankment against river 
oods. 


level /'lev(ə)l/ noun 1 horizontal line or plane. 2 
height or value reached. 3 position on real or 
imaginary scale. 4 social, moral, or intellectual 
standard. 5 plane of rank or authority. 6 instru- 
ment giving line parallel to plane of horizon. 7 
level surface. 8 flat country. 9 floor or storey (in 
building, ship, etc.). © adjective 1 flat; not bumpy. 
2 horizontal. 3 (often + with) on same horizontal 
plane as something else. 4 (often + with) having 
equality with something else. 5 even, uniform, 
well balanced. © verb (-Il-; US-I-) 1 make level. 2 
raze, completely destroy. 3 (usually + at) aim 
(gun etc.). 4 (usually + at, against) direct (accus- 
ation etc.). odo one’s level best colloquial do 
one’s utmost. find one’s level reach right social, 
intellectual, etc., position. level crossing cross- 
ing of road and railway etc. at same level. level- 
headed ‘mentally well balanced; cool. level- 
headedness noun. level pegging equality of 
Sores sron me level colloquial © adverb hon- 
estly, without deception. © adjective h i 
eae pi dj onest, 


m noun 1 plane. 2altitude, depth, elevation, height, 
value. 3 degree, echelon, grade, position, rank, 
stage, standard, standing, status. 9 floor, storey. 

© adjective 1 even, flat, flush, plane, regular, 
smooth, straight, true, uniform. 5 balanced, even, 
equal, matching, neck and neck, the same. @ verb 


= 
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1 even out, flatten, rake, smooth. 2b 

demolish, destroy, devastate, knock deve 

raze, tear down, wreck. ū level-heade: ae ay low, 
SENSIBLE 1. Sa 


lever /'li:və/ noun 1 bar pivoted about 
to transfer force. 2 bar used on pivot to ER 
lift. 3 projecting handle used to operate a 2 
anism. 4 ane of exerting moral p e 
@verb 1 use lever. 2 lift, move, et ith 
lever. C (a9) with 
m verb 2 force, prise, wrench. 


leverage noun 1 action or power of lever. 2 
means of accomplishing a purpose. : 


leveret /‘levarit/ noun young hare. 


leviathan /lrvarə8(ə)n/ noun 1 Biblical sea 
monster. 2 very large or powerful thing, 

Levis /‘li:varz/ plural noun Proprietary term 
of (originally blue) denim jeans. ate 

levitate /‘levitert/ verb (-ting) (cause to) rise and 
float in air. o levitation noun. 

levity /‘leviti/ noun lack of serious thought; friv- 
olity. 

levy /‘levi/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 impose or collect 
(payment etc.) compulsorily. 2 enrol (troops etc. 
). © noun (plural -ies) 1 levying. 2 payment etc. 
or (in plural) troops levied. 

lewd /lju:d/ adjective 1 lascivious. 2 indecent. 
Olewdly adverb. lewdness noun. 

lexical /‘leksik(s)l/ adjective 1 of the words ofa 
language. 2 (as) of a lexicon. 

lexicography /leksr'kogrəfı/ noun compiling 
of dictionaries. o lexicographer noun. 

lexicon /‘lekstken/ noun dictionary. 


Leyden jar /'lard(ə)n/ noun early kind of cap- 
acitor. 

LF abbreviation low frequency. 

liability /lara'biliti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 being 
liable. 2 troublesome person or thing; handicap. 
3 (in plural) debts for which one is liable. 

liable /‘larab(e)l/ adjective 1 legally bound. 2 (+ 
to) subject to. 3 (+ to do) under an obligation to. 
4 (+ to) exposed or open to (something 
undesirable). 5 disputed (+ to do) likely to. 6 ( 
Jor) answerable for. 


USAGE The use of liable to mean ‘likely’, aS im 
is liable to rain is considered incorrect by som! 
people. 

m 4 disposed, exposed, inclined, open, 
predisposed, prone, subject, susceptible, ; 
vulnerable. 5 apt, inclined, in the habit of, likey, 
minded, ready, tempted, willing. 6 accountab le, 
answerable, blameworthy, responsible. 


ith, 

liaise /irerz/ verb (-sing) (usually + W’ 
between) colloquial establish cooperation; act as 
link. 

liaison flrezon/ noun 1 communication, 
operation. 2 illicit sexual relationship. rinkage, 

m 1 communication, contact, cooperation, © 

links, mediation, relationship, tie. 2 see AFF. 


co- 
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liana /lra:na/ noun climbing plant in tropical 
forests. 
liar /'larə/ noun person who tells lies. 


n deceiver, false witness, fibber, perjurer, 
| colloquial storyteller. 
Lib. abbreviation Liberal. 
lib noun colloquial liberation. 
libation /lar'berf(a)n/ noun (pouring out of) 
drink-offering to a god. 
libel /'larb(ə)l/ noun 1 Law published false state- 
ment damaging to person’s reputation. 2 Law 
publishing of this. 3 false defamatory statement. 
overb (-ll-: US -I-) 1 Law publish libel against. 2 
defame. o libellous adjective. 
a noun calumny, defamation, denigration, insult, 
lie, misrepresentation, obloquy, scandal, slander, 
slur, smear, vilification. © verb blacken the name 
of, calumniate, defame, denigrate, disparage, 
malign, misrepresent, slander, archaic or US slur, 
smear, write lies about, traduce, vilify. o libellous 
calumnious, damaging, defamatory, disparaging, 
false, hurtful, insulting, lying, malicious, 
mendacious, scurrilous, slanderous, untrue, 
vicious. 


liberal /'lrbər(ə)l/ adjective 1 abundant. 2 giving 
freely; generous. 3 open-minded. 4 not rigorous. 
5 (of studies) for general broadening of mind. 
6 Politics favouring moderate reforms. © noun 
person of liberal views, esp. (Liberal) member of 
a Liberal Party. o Liberal Democrat member of 
Liberal Democrats, UK political party. o liber- 
alism noun. liberality /-'rel-/ noun. liberally 
adverb. 
u adjective 1 abundant, ample, poetical 
bounteous, copious, lavish, plentiful. 2 
big-hearted, bountiful, charitable, free, generous, 
indulgent, lavish, magnanimous, munificent, 
open-handed, philanthropic, unselfish, unstinting. 
3 broad-minded, easygoing, enlightened, 
fair-minded, humanitarian, impartial, lenient, 
magnanimous, open-minded, permissive, 
tolerant, unbiased, unbigoted, unopinionated, 
unprejudiced. 6 progressive, radical, reformist. 


liberalize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) make 
or become more liberal or less strict. o liberal- 
ization noun. 


m broaden, ease, enlarge, moderate, open up, 
relax, soften, widen. 


liberate /'lbərert/ verb (-ting) 1 (often + from) 
Set free. 2 free (country etc.) from aggressor. 3 
(as liberated adjective) (of person etc.) freed from 
oppressive social conventions. o liberation 
noun. liberator noun. : 

u 1 deliver, discharge, emancipate, enfranchise, 

free, let go, letloose, letout, loose, ransom, redeem, 

release, rescue, save, set free, untie. 2 deliver, 

emancipate, free. 


libertine /‘ibati:n/ noun licentious person. 

liberty /'lrbətı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 being free, 
freedom. 2 right or power to do as one pleases. 3 
(in plural) privileges granted by authority. o at 
liberty 1 free. 2 (+ to do) permitted to. take liber- 


ties (often + with) behave in unacceptably famil- 
iar way. take the liberty presume, venture. 

u 1 autonomy, emancipation, freedom, 
independence, liberation, release, 
self-determination, self-rule. 2 see FREEDOM 1,2. 
Oat liberty 1 see FREE adjective 3;6. 


libidinous /Irbidmes/ adjective lustful. 

libido /lrbi:dəu/ noun (plural -s) psychic 
impulse or drive, esp. that associated with sex 
instinct. o libidinal /ir'bidm(e)I/ adjective. 

Libra /‘li:bra/ noun seventh sign of zodiac. 

librarian /lar'brearten/ noun person in charge 
of or assistant in library. o librarianship noun. 

library /‘latbrert/ noun (plural -ies) 1 a collec- 
tion of books, films, records, etc. 2 room or build- 
ing etc. where these are kept. 3 series of books 
issued in similar bindings. 

libretto /l'bretau/ noun (plural-ti /-t1/ or-s) text 
of opera etc. o librettist noun. 

lice plural of Louse. 


licence /'lars(ə)ns/ noun (US license) 1 official 
permit to own, use, or do, something, or carry on 
trade. 2 permission. 3 excessive liberty of action. 
4 writer's etc. deliberate deviation from fact. 


m 1 certificate, credentials, document, papers, 
permit, warrant. 3 see FREEDOM 3. 


license /'las(ə)ns/ verb (-sing) 1 grant licence 
to. 2 authorize use of (premises) for certain 
purpose. © noun US = LICENCE. 


m verb 1 allow, authorize, certify, empower, entitle, 
permit, sanction. 


licensee /latsan'si:/ noun holder of licence, esp. 
to sell alcoholic liquor. 

licentiate /lar'senJret/ noun holder of certific- 
ate of professional competence. 

licentious /lar'senJas/ adjective sexually pro- 
miscuous. dlicentiously adverb. licentious- 
ness noun. 

lichee = LYCHEE. 

lichen /'larkən/ noun plant composed of fungus 
and alga in association, growing on rocks, trees, 
etc. 

lich-gate /'ltfgert/ noun (also lych-gate) roofed 
gateway of churchyard. 

licit /‘listt/ adjective formal lawful, permitted. 

lick verb 1 pass tongue over. 2 bring into speci- 
fied condition by licking. 3 (of flame etc.) play 
lightly over. 4 colloquial thrash, defeat. @ noun 1 
act of licking with tongue. 2 colloquial pace, 
speed. 3smart blow. u lick one’s lips, chops look 
forward with great pleasure. 

licorice = Liquorice. 

lid noun 1 hinged or removable cover, esp. at top 
of container. 2 eyelid. o put the lid on colloquial 
1 be the culmination of. 2 put stop to. olidded 
adjective. 


| m 1 cap, cover, covering, top. 
lido /'li:dau/ noun (plural -s) public open-air 
swimming pool or bathing beach. 


lie | light 


lie" /lar/ verb (lying; past lay; past participle lain) 
4 be in or assume horizontal position on sup- 
porting surface. 2 (of thing) rest on flat surface. 
3 remain undisturbed or undiscussed. 4 be kept, 
remain, or be in specified place etc. 5 (of abstract 
things) be in certain relation. 6 be situated or 
spread out to view etc. @ noun way, position, or 
direction in which something lies. o lie in stay 
in bed late in morning. lie-in noun. lle low keep 
quiet or unseen. lie of the land state of affairs. 


USAGE It is incorrect in standard English to use 
lie to mean ‘lay’, as in lie her on the bed. 
u verb 1 be horizontal, be prone, be prostrate, be 
recumbent, be supine, lean back, lounge, recline, 
repose, rest, sprawl, stretch out. 6 be, be found, be 
located, be situated, exist. o lie low see HIDE’ 
verb 2. 


lie? /lar/ noun 1 intentional false statement. 2 
something that deceives. © verb (lies, lied, lying) 
4 tell lie(s). 2 (of thing) be deceptive. o give the 
lie to show the falsity of. 

n noun 1 fabrication, falsehood, falsification, fib, 

fiction, invention, misrepresentation, 

prevarication, untruth, slang whopper. 2 see 

DECEPTION 2. © verb 1 bluff, commit perjury, 

deceive, falsify the facts, fib, perjure oneself, 

prevaricate, tell lies. 


lied /li:d/ noun (plural lieder) German song of 
Romantic period for voice and piano. 


liege /li:ds/ historical adjective entitled to 
receive, or bound to give, feudal service or alle- 
giance. @ noun 1 (in full liege lord) feudal super- 
ior. 2 (usually in plural) vassal, subject. 


lien /'‘li:an/ noun Law right to hold another's 
property till debt on it is paid. 


lieu /lju:/ noun cin lieu 1 instead. 2 (+ of) in 
place of. 


Lieut. abbreviation Lieutenant. 


lieutenant /leftenant/ noun 1 army officer next 
below captain. 2 naval officer next below lieuten- 
ant commander. 3 deputy. o lieutenant colonel, 
commander, general officers ranking next 
a colonel etc. o lieutenancy noun (plural 
-les). 


life noun (plural tives) 1 capacity for growth, 
functional activity, and continual change until 
death. 2 living things and their activity. 3 period 
during which life lasts; period from birth to 
present time or from present time to death. 4 
duration of thing’s existence or ability to func- 
tion. 5 person’s state of existence. 6 living 
person. 7 business and pleasures of the world. 
8 energy, liveliness. 9 biography. 10 colloquial 
imprisonment for life. o come to life 1 emerge 
from inactivity; begin operating. 2 (of inanimate 
object) assume imaginary animation. life assur- 
ance life insurance. lifebelt buoyant ring to keep 
person afloat. lifeblood 1 blood as necessary to 
life. 2 vital factor or influence. lifeboat 1 boat for 
rescues at sea. 2 ship's boat for emergency use. 
lifebuoy buoyant support to keep person afloat. 
life cycle series of changes in life of organism. 
lifeguard expert swimmer employed to rescue 
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bathers from drowning. Life Gi = 
royal household cavalry. life insua 2 Ment of 
ance which makes payment on death ay ur- 
person. life jacket buoyant jacket for p ured 
person afloat. lifeline 1 rope ete» ching 
life-saving. 2 sole means of communicati or 
transport. lifelong lasting a lifetime. if ion or 
peer whose title lapses on death. iite sev p 
imprisonment for life. life-size(d) of same once 
peon or ting represented lifestyle Way orig: 

‘e-support machine respi: i 

ation of person’s life. Pirator. lifetime dur. 
m 1 being, existence, living. 8 activity, s 
dash, élan, energy, enthusiasm, pi ea 
liveliness, soul, sparkle, spirit, sprightliness, ` 
verve, vigour, vitality, vivacity, zest. 9 
autobiography, biography, memoir, Story. 


lifeless adjective 1 dead; without life. 2 uncon. 
scious. 3 lacking movement or vitality. o life- 
lessly adverb. 
u 1 (lifeless bodies) dead, formal deceased, 
inanimate, inert, killed; (lifeless desert) arid, bare, 
barren, desolate, empty, sterile, uninhabited, 
waste. 2 comatose, insensate, insensible, 
motionless, unconscious. 3 apathetic, boring, dull, 
flat, heavy, lacklustre, lethargic, slow, torpid, 
unexciting, wooden. 


lifelike adjective closely resembling life or 
person or thing represented. 

u authentic, convincing, faithful, graphic, natural, 

photographic, realistic, true to life, vivid. 


lifer noun slang person serving life sentence. 


lift verb 1 (often + up, off, etc.) raise to higher 
position. 2 go up; be raised; yield to upward force. 
3 give upward direction to (eyes etc.). 4add inter- 
est to; improve. 5 (of fog etc.) rise, disperse. 6 
remove (barrier etc.).' 7 transport supplies, 
troops, etc. by air. 8 colloquial steal. 9 colloquial 
plagiarize.-@ noun 4 lifting. 2 ride in another 
person’s vehicle. 3 apparatus for raising 
lowering people or things to different floors 
building, or for carrying people up or down 
mountain etc. 4 transport by air. 5 upward ba 
sure on aerofoil. 6 supporting or elevating i u 
ence. 7 elated feeling. o lift-off vertical 
of spacecraft or rocket. Res 
m verb carry, elevate, heave up, hoist, jack ee 
pick up, pull up, raise, rear. 2 ascend, fly, ma a 
4 boost, cheer, enhance, improve, promote. 
STEAL Verb 1. @ noun 3 US elevator, hoist. 


ligament /ligemant/ noun band of tough 
fibrous tissue linking bones. 2 Musit 

ligature /‘ligatfa/ noun 1 tie, bandage. £ red, 
ans tie. 3 Printing two or more letters join 
e.g. æ. 


USAGE Ligature, in the Printing sere 
times confused with digraph, which 
letters representing one sound’. 


z ic rad 

light! /lait/ noun 4 electromagnetic Ti, 2 
that stimulates sight and makes things earance 
medium in which this is present. $ n plura) 
of brightness. 4 source of light. 5 (0 


is some 


435 


trafficlight. 6 flame, spark, or device for igniting. 
7 aspect in which thing is regarded. 8 mental 
or spiritual illumination. 9 vivacity, esp. in 
person’s eyes. © verb (past lit; past participle lit 
or lighted) 1 set burning; begin to burn. 2 (often 
+ up) give light to; make prominent by light. 3 
show (person) way etc. with light. 4 (usually + 
up) (of face or eyes) brighten with pleasure etc. 
o adjective 1 well provided with light; not dark. 
2(ofcolour) pale. o bring or come to light reveal 
or be revealed. half-light dim imperfect light. in 
the light of taking account of. light bulb glass 
bulb containing metal filament giving light when 
current is passed through it. lighthouse tower 
with beacon light to warn or guide ships at sea. 
lightship anchored ship with beacon light. light 
year distance light travels in one year. shed light 
on see SHED*. 

u noun 3 beam, blaze, brightness, brilliance, flare, 
flash, fluorescence, glare, gleam, glint, glitter, 
glow, halo, illumination, incandescence, 
luminosity, lustre, phosphorescence, radiance, 
ray, reflection, scintillation, shine, sparkle, twinkle. 
4 beacon, bulb, candle, chandelier, electric light, 
flare, floodlight, headlamp, headlight, lamp, 
lantern, moon, neon light, searchlight, spotlight, 
standard lamp, star, street light, sun, torch. 6 
match, pilot light, spill, taper. © verb 1 fire, ignite, 
kindle, put a match to, set alight, set fire to, switch 
on. 2 see LIGHTEN? 1. 4 (light up) see LIGHTEN? 2 

© adjective 1 bright, illuminated, lit up, well lit. 2 
see PALE' adjective 2—4. o bring to light see 
DISCOVER 1,2. lighthouse beacon, light, lightship. 


light? /lart/ adjective 1 not heavy. 2 relatively low 
in weight, amount, density, or intensity. 3 (of 
railway) suitable for small loads. 4 carrying only 
light arms. 5 (of food) easy to digest. 6 (of music 
etc.) intended only as entertainment; not pro- 
found. 7 (of sleep or sleeper) easily disturbed. 8 
easily done. 9 nimble. 10 cheerful. © adverb 1 
lightly. 2 with light load. © verb (past & past 
participle tit or lighted) (+ on, upon) come upon 
or find by chance. olight-fingered given to 
Stealing. light flyweight amateur boxing weight 
(up to 48 kg). light-headed giddy; delirious. 
light-headedness noun. light-hearted cheerful. 
light-heartedness noun. light heavyweight 
amateur boxing weight (75-81 kg). light industry 
manufacture of small Or light articles. light 
middleweight amateur boxing weight (67-71 
kg). lightweight © adjective 1 below average 
weight. 2 of little importance. © moun 1 light- 
weight person or thing. 2 amateur boxing weight 
(57-60kg). light welterweight amateur boxing 
weight (60-63.5 kg). make light of treat as unim- 
portant. o lightly adverb. lightness noun. 
m adjective 1 lightweight, portable, underweight. 2 
(light traffic) see SPARSE; (a light wind) see GENTLE 
1; (alight touch) see DELICATE 1. 8 see EASY 
adjective 1.10 see CHEERFUL 1. @ verb (light on, 
upon) see DISCOVER 1,2. o light-headed see DIZZY 
: | adjective 1. light-hearted see CHEERFUL 1. 


lighten! verb 1 make or become lighter in 
weight. 2 reduce weight or load of. 
O 1 see LESSEN. 


light | likely 


lighten? verb 1 shed light on. 2 make or grow 
bright. 

n 1 cast light on, floodlight, illuminate, irradiate, 

light (up), shed light on, shine on. 2 become 

lighter, brighten, cheer up, clear, light up. 


lighter" noun device for lighting cigarettes etc. 


lighter? noun boat for transporting goods 
between ship and wharf etc. 


lightning /‘lattnm/ noun flash of light produced 
by electric discharge between clouds or between 
clouds and ground. o lightning-conductor metal 
rod or wire fixed to building or mast to divert 
lightning to earth or sea. 


lights plural noun lungs of sheep, pigs, etc. as 
food, esp. for pets. 


ligneous /'lignies/ adjective of the nature of 
wood. 


lignite /‘lignart/ noun brown coal of woody 
texture. 


lignum vitae /lignem 'vartı/ noun a hard- 
wooded tree. 


like’ adjective (more like, most like) 1 similar to 
another, each other, or original. 2 resembling; 
such as. 3 characteristic of. 4 in suitable state or 
mood for. @ preposition in manner of; to same 
degree as. @ adverb 1 slang so to speak. 2 collo- 
quial probably. © conjunction colloquial disputed 
as; as if (see note below). @ moun 1 counterpart; 
equal. 2 similar person or thing. 


USAGE It is incorrect in standard English to use 
like as a conjunction, as in Tell it like it is or He's 
spending money like it was going out of fashion. 
a adjective 1 akin to, analogous to, close to, 
cognate with, comparable to, congruent with, 
corresponding to, equal to, equivalent to, identical 
to, parallel to, similar to. 


like? verb (-king) 1 find agreeable or enjoyable; 
feel attracted by. 2 choose to have; prefer. @ noun 
(in plural) things one likes or prefers. 

a verb 1 admire, approve of, appreciate, be 

attracted to, be fond of, be interested in, be keen 

on, be partial to, be pleased by, delight in, enjoy, 

find pleasant, go in for, have a high regard for, have 

a weakness for, love, relish, revel in, take pleasure 

in, take to, welcome. 2 choose, go for, prefer. 

@ noun liking, partiality, predilection, preference. 


-like /laik/ combining form forming adjectives 
from nouns: similar to; characteristic of. 

likeable adjective (also likable) pleasant; easy 
to like. o likeably adverb. 

m attractive, charming, congenial, endearing, 

friendly, interesting, lovable, nice, personable, 

pleasant, pleasing. 


likelihood /‘larkithud/ noun probability. 


a chance, hope, possibility, probability, prospect. 


likely /‘laikli/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 probable; 
such as may well happen or be true. 2 (+ to do) to 
be expected to. 3 promising; apparently suitable. 
e@ adverb probably. u not likely! colloquial cer- 
tainly not. 


like-minded | linage 


u 1 convincing, credible, expected, foreseeable, 
plausible, possible, predictable, probable, 
reasonable, unsurprising. 2 apt, disposed, 
expected, inclined, disputed liable, prone, ready. 
3 able, acceptable, appropriate, fitting, hopeful, 
promising, qualified, suitable. 


like-minded adjective having same tastes, 
opinions, etc. clike-mindedly adverb. like- 
mindedness noun. 

liken verb (+ to) point out resemblance between 
(person, thing) and (another). 


| m compare, equate, match. 


likeness noun 1 (usually + between, to) resem- 
blance. 2 (+ of) semblance, guise of. 3 portrait, 
representation. 

m 1 affinity, analogy, correspondence, 

resemblance, similarity. 3 copy, depiction, 

drawing, duplicate, facsimile, image, model, 

picture, portrait, replica, representation, 

reproduction, study. 


likewise adverb 1 also, moreover. 2 similarly. 


liking noun 1 what one likes; one’s taste. 2 (+ for) 
fondness, taste, fancy for. 

a 1 fancy, taste. 2 affection, affinity, appetite, 

fondness, inclination, love, partiality, penchant, 

predilection, predisposition, preference, 

propensity, soft spot, taste, weakness. 


lilac /lalək/ noun 1 shrub with fragrant 
pinkish-violet-or white flowers. 2 pale pink- 
ish-violet colour. © adjective of this colour. 

liliaceous /lilrerfas/ adjective of the lily family. 

lilliputian /ulrpju:J(e)n/ noun diminutive 
person or thing. © adjective diminutive. 

lilt noun 1 light springing rhythm. 2 tune with 
this. © verb (esp. as lilting adjective) speak etc. 
with lilt. 

lily // noun (plural -ies) 1 tall bulbous plant 
with large trumpet-shaped flowers. 2 heraldic 
fleur-de-lis. o lily-livered cowardly. lily of the 
valley plant with fragrant white bell-shaped 
flowers. 

limb! /lm/ noun 4 leg, arm, wing. 2 large branch 
of tree. 3 branch of cross. u out on a limb isol- 
ated. o limbless adjective. 

@ 2 bough, branch. 


limb? /im/ noun specified edge of sun, moon, etc. 


limber" /‘mbo/ adjective‘ lithe, flexible. 2agile. 
@verb (usually + up) 1 make oneself supple. 2 
warm up for athletic etc. activity. 


m verb (limber up) exercise, get ready, loosen up, 
prepare, warm up. 


limber? /‘Imba/ noun detachable front of gun- 
carziage: @ verb attach limber to. 
limbo! /‘imbav/ noun (plural -s) 1 supposed 
abode of souls of unbaptized biar, and of the 
just who died before Christ. 2 (esp. after in) inter- 
mediate state or condition of awaiting decision. 
m 2 (in limbo) forgotten, in abeyance, left out, 
neglected, neither one thing nor the other, 
unattached. 


“a 
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limbo? /lmbəu/ noun (plu 
dance in which dancer bends bacia Ys Indian 
under progressively lowered horizontal ha Pass 
lime' noun white caustic substance po 
heating limestone. © verb (-ming) tre: Bot by 
lime. climekiln kiln for heating lime ith 
o limy adjective (-ler, Jest). Sstone, 
lime? noun 1 round green acid fruit 

I C i -2 tree 
cing this fruit. olim Brody. 
Seite e-green yellowish-green 
lime? noun (in full time tree) tree with 


heart-shaped leaves and fragran 
blossom. t creamy 


limelight zoun 1 intense white | ht 
merly in theatres. 2 glare of Pab pee 


limerick /‘Imortk/ noun humorous 5-line verse 


_ limestone noun rock composed mainly of 


calcium carbonate. 


limit /‘Immit/ noun 1 point, line, or level beyond 
which something does not or may not extend or 
pass. 2 greatest or smallest amount permitted, 
© verb (-t-) 1 set or serve as limit to. 2 (+ to) 
restrict to. o limited adjective. limitless adjec- 
tive. 
m noun 1 border, boundary, bounds, brink, ceiling, 
confines, cut-off point, deadline, demarcaticn line, 
edge, end, extent, extreme point, frontier, 
limitation, margin, perimeter, restriction, stop, 
threshold. 2 maximum, minimum. @ verb 1 bridle, 
check, circumscribe, confine, control, curb, 
define, fix, hold in check, ration, restrain, restrict. 2 
(limit to) confine to, ration to, restrict to. o limited 
See FINITE 1, INADEQUATE 1, MARGINAL 5. limitless 
boundless, countless, endless, everlasting, 
extensive, immeasurable, incalculable, 
inexhaustible, infinite, innumerable, 
never-ending, numberless, perpetual, renewable, 
unbounded, unconfined, unending, 
unimaginable, unlimited, unrestricted, vast. 


limitation /lmr'terf(ə)n/ noun 1 limiting, being 
limited. 2 limit of ability. 3 limiting circum- 
stance. 3 

m 1 check, curb, inhibition, limit, restraint, 

restriction, stop. 2, 3 deficiency, inadequacy, 

shortcoming, weakness. 


limn /lm/ verb archaic paint. s 

limousine /hmvu'zi:n/ noun large luxurious car. 

limp’ verb walk or proceed lamely orawkwardly. 
@ noun lame walk. 


| "verb be lame, falter, hobble, hop, stagger, totter. 


limp? adjective 1 not stiff or firm. 2 without will 
or energy. o limply adverb. limpness nou 9 

8 1 colloquial bendy, drooping, flabby, hae 

flexible, floppy, lax, loose, pliable, sagging, tive 

soft, weak, wilting, yielding. 2 see WEARY 

1. 


ical shell 


limpet /‘Imprt/ noun mollusc with con 


sticking tightly to rocks. t 
limpid /innprd/ adjective clear, transpar®i 
o limpidity /-'pid-/ noun. of lines in 


linage /lamıdz/ noun 1 number 
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printed or written page etc. 2 payment by the 
line. 

linchpin /‘ImtJpm/ noun 1 pin passed through 
axle-end to keep wheel on. 2 person or thing vital 
to organization etc. 


linctus /‘Imktas/ noun syrupy medicine, esp. 
soothing cough mixture. 

linden /‘lmd(e)n/ noun = LIME’. 

line’ noun 1 continuous mark made on surface. 
2 furrow, wrinkle. 3 use of lines in art. 4 straight 
or curved track of moving point. 5 outline. 6 
limit, boundary. 7 row of persons or things. 8 US 
queue. 9 mark defining area of play or start or 
finish of race. 10 row of printed or written words. 
11 portion of verse written in line. 12 (in plural) 
piece of poetry. 13 (in plural) words of actor’s 
part. 14 length of cord, rope, etc. serving speci- 
fied purpose. 15 wire or cable for telephone or 
telegraph. 16 connection by means of this. 17 
single track or branch of railway. 18 regular suc- 
cession of buses, ships, aircraft, etc., plying 
between certain places. 19 company conducting 
this. 20 several generations (of family); stock. 21 
manner of procedure, conduct, thought, etc. 22 
channel. 23 department of activity; branch of 
business. 24 type of product. 25 connected series 
of military field works. 26 arrangement of sol- 
diers or ships side by side. 27 each of very 
narrow horizontal sections forming television 
picture. © verb (-ning) 1 mark with lines. 2 pos- 
ition or stand at intervals along. oline printer 
machine that prints computer output a line at a 
time. linesman umpire’s or referee's assistant 
who decides whether ball has fallen within 
playing area or not. line up 1 arrange or be 
arranged in lines. 2 have ready. line-up noun 1 
line of people for inspection. 2 arrangement of 
persons in team, performance, etc. 

noun 1 band, dash, mark, streak, striation, strip, 

stripe, stroke, trail. 2 corrugation, crease, 

crow's-foot, fold, furrow, groove, score, wrinkle. 5 

contour, contour line, outline. 6 borderline, 

boundary, edge, limit. 7, 8 chain, column, cordon, 

colloquial crocodile, file, procession, queue, rank, 

row, series, 15 cable, wire. 17 branch, route, track. 

© verb 1 rule, score, streak, underline. 2 border, 

edge, fringe. 


line? verb (-ning) 1 apply layer of usually differ- 
ent material to cover inside of (garment, box, 
etc.). 2 serve as lining for. 3 colloquial fill (purse 
etc.). 


| m 1 interline, pad, reinforce. 


lineage /‘Imnd3/ noun lineal descent, ancestry. 


lineal /‘lmtel/ adjective 1 in direct line of descent 
or ancestry. 2 linear. o lineally adverb. 


lineament /‘Imiement/ noun (usually inplural) 
distinctive feature or characteristic, esp. of face. 


linear /‘lmra/ adjective 1 of or in lines. 2 long and 
Narrow and of uniform breadth. 


linen /‘Imm/ noun 1 cloth woven from flax. 2 

articles made or originally made of linen, as 
Sheets, shirts, underwear, etc. @ adjective made 
of linen. 


liner’ noun ship or aircraft carrying passengers 
on regular line. 


liner? noun removable lining. 
ting’ noun (plural same) long slender marine 
sh. 


ling? noun kind of heather. 


linger /‘Imga/ verb 1 stay about. 2 (+ over, on, 
etc.) dally. 3 be protracted. 4 (often + on) die 
slowly. 

m 1, 2 dally, dawdle, delay, dither, hang about, 

hover, idle, lag, loiter, pause, procrastinate, 

remain, shilly-shally, stay, stay behind, colloquial 

stick around, temporize, wait about. 3 continue, 

endure, last, persist. 4 last, survive. 


lingerie /‘le gart/ noun women’s underwear and 
nightclothes. 


lingo /‘lmgau/ noun (plural -s or -es) colloquial 
foreign language. 

lingual /‘Imgw(e)l/ adjective 1 of tongue. 2 of 
speech or languages. 

linguist /‘mgwist/ noun person skilled in lan- 
guages or linguistics. 

linguistic /Im'gwistik/ adjective of language or 
the study of languages. a linguistically adverb. 


linguistics noun study of language and its 
structure. 


liniment /‘Imment/ noun embrocation. 
lining noun material used to line surface. 


link noun 1 one loop or ring of chain etc. 2 one in 
series. 3 means of connection. 4 state of connec- 
tion. © verb 1 (+ together, to, with) connect, join. 
2 clasp or intertwine (hands etc.). 
m noun 3 bond, connection, connector, coupling, 
fastener, join, joint, linkage, tie, yoke. 4 affiliation, 
alliance, association, communication, 
interdependence, liaison, partnership, 
relationship, tie-up, twinning, union. © verb 1 
amalgamate, associate, attach, connect, couple, 
fasten, interlink, join, juxtapose, merge, relate, 
twin, unite, yoke. 


linkage noun linking or being linked. 

links noun (treated as singular or plural) golf 
course. 

Linnaean /Irni:an/ adjective of Linnaeus or his 
system of classifying plants and animals. 

linnet /‘Imit/ noun brown-grey finch. 

lino /‘lamau/ noun (plural-s) linoleum. o linocut 
4 design carved in relief on block of linoleum. 2 
print made from this. 

linoleum /Irnauliem/ noun canvas-backed ma- 
terial coated with linseed oil, cork, etc. 

linseed /‘Imsi:d/ noun seed of flax. 

lint noun 1 linen or cotton with one side made 
fluffy, used for dressing wounds. 2 fluff. 

lintel /‘Imt(e)l/ noun horizontal timber, stone, 
etc. over door or window. 

lion /‘laren/ noun (feminine lioness) 1 large 
tawny flesh-eating wild cat of Africa and S. Asia. 
2 brave or celebrated person. olion-hearted 


lionize | literati 


brave and generous. the lion's share the largest 
and best part. 

lionize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) treat as 
celebrity. 

lip noun 1 either edge of opening of mouth. 2 edge 
of cup, vessel, cavity, etc., esp. part shaped for 
pouring from. 3 colloquial impudent talk. 
Ulip-read understand (speech) by observing 
speaker's lip movements. lip-service insincere 
expression of support. lipstick stick of cosmetic 
for colouring lips. 


| n 2brim, brink, edge, rim. 
liquefy /‘likwifai/ verb (ies, -ied) make or 
become liquid. o liquefaction /-'fækf(ə)n/ noun. 


| a dissolve, liquidize, melt, run, thaw. 


liqueur /Irkjua/ noun any of several strong 
sweet alcoholic spirits. : 

liquid /‘likwid/ adjective 1 having consistency 
like that of water or oil, flowing freely but of 
constant volume. 2 having appearance of water. 


438 


lissom /'lısəm/ adjective lithe, agile. 


list! noun 1 number of items, names, etc. written 
or printed together as record. 2 (in plural) palis- 
ades enclosing tournament area. everh 4 
arrange as or enter in list. 2 (as listed adjective) 
approved for Stock Exchange dealings. 3 (as 
listed adjective) (of a building) of historical 
importance and officially protected. a enter the 
lists issue or accept challenge. 

m noun 1 catalogue, column, directory, file, index, 

inventory, listing, register, roll, roster, rota, 

schedule, shopping list, table. © verb 1 catalogue, 

enumerate, index, itemize, note, record, register, 

tabulate, write down. 


list? verb (of ship etc.) lean over to one side. 
o noun listing position, tilt. 


a verb bank, careen, heel, incline, keel over, lean, 
slant, slope, tilt, tip. 


listen /‘lis(a)n/ verb 1 make effort to hear some- 
thing. 2 attentively hear person speaking. 3 (+ 
to) give attention with ear to. 4 (+ fo) take notice 


3 (of sounds) clear, pure. 4 (of assets) easily eae o listen in 1 tap telephonic communication. 2 
use radio receiving set. o listener noun. 
m attend, concentrate, eavesdrop, archaic hark, 
hear, heed, lend an ear, overhear, pay attention, 
take notice. 


vertible into cash. @ noun 1 liquid substance. 

Phonetics sound of | or r. o liquid crystal liquid 

in state approaching that of crystalline solid. 

liquid crystal display visual display in some 

electronic devices. 

| n adjective 1 aqueous, flowing, fluid, liquefied, 
melted, molten, running, runny, sloppy, sloshy, 

| thin, watery, wet. 2 aqueous, watery. © noun 1 


| fluid, juice, liquor, solution, stock. 


liquidate /likwidert/ verb (-ting) 1 wind up 
affairs of (firm etc.). 2 pay off (debt). 3 wipe out; 
kill. o liquidator noun. 

a 3 annihilate, destroy, colloquial do away with, get 

rid of, kill, remove, silence, wipe out. 


liquidation /ikwrdeiS(e)n/ noun liquidating, 
esp. of firm. o go into liquidation be wound up 
and have assets apportioned. 

liquidity /irkwiditr/ noun (plural-ies) 1 state of 
being liquid. 2 having liquid assets. 

liquidize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) reduce 
to liquid state. 

liquidizer noun (also -iser) machine for liquid- 
izing foods. 

liquor /'‘lika/ noun 1 alcoholic (esp. distilled) 
drink. 2 other liquid, esp. that produced in 
cooking. 

u 1 alcohol, colloquial booze, intoxicants, 


colloquial shorts, spirits, strong drink. 2 see LIQUID 
noun 1. 


liquorice /'lıkərıs/ noun (also licorice) 1 black 
root extract used as sweet and in medicine. 2 
plant from which it is obtained. 


lira /'lərə/ noun chief monetary unit of Italy 
(plural lire /-r1/) and Turkey (plural -s). 

hate flail/ noun fine cotton thread for stockings 
etc. 

lisp noun speech defect in which sis pronounced 


like th in thick and z like th in this. © verb speak 
or utter with lisp. 


listless /'listlis/ adjective lacking energy or 
enthusiasm. olistlessly adverb. listlessness 
noun. 

a apathetic, enervated, feeble, heavy, languid, 

lazy, lethargic, lifeless, phlegmatic, sluggish, 

tired, torpid, unenthusiastic, uninterested, weak, 

weary. 


lit past & past participle of ticut". 

litany /'lrtənı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 series of sup- 
plications to God used in church services. 2 (the 
Litany) that in Book of Common Prayer. 


litchi = LYCHEE. 
liter US = LITRE. 


literacy /'ltərəsı/ noun ability to read and 
write. 


literal /‘litor(e)l/ adjective 1 taking words in 
their basic sense without metaphor etc. 2 corres- 
ponding exactly to original words. 3 prosaic; 
matter-of-fact. o literalism noun. literally 
adverb. 

m 2 close, exact, faithful, strict, verbatim, word for 

word. 3 matter-of-fact, prosaic, unimaginative. 


literary /'ltərərı/ adjective of or concerned with 
or interested in literature. 

u (literary person) cultured, educated, erudite, 

learned, refined, scholarly, well-read, 

widely-read; (literary style) ornate, poetic, 

Polished, rhetorical, sophisticated, stylish. 


literate /‘litarat/ adjectiveable to read and write. 
@ noun literate person. 


| n adjective educated, well read. 5 


literati /lte'ra:t/ plural noun the class of 
learned people. 


SN II er 
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'Irtərətfə/ moun 1 written works, 
literature ed D form and style. 2 writings 
P. untry or period or on particular subject. 3 
Cri printed matter, leaflets, etc. 
1,2 books, creative writing, letters, works, 
writings. 3 brochures, circulars, handouts, 
information, leaflets, pamphlets, papers, 


propaganda. 


Jarð/ adjective flexible, supple. S 
me a flexible, limber, lissom, loose-jointed, 


pliable, pliant, supple. 


litho /‘laidev/ colloquial noun lithography. 
o verb (-0es, -oed) lithograph. 


lithograph /'l10əgra:f/ noun lithographic print. 
o verb print by lithography. 
ithography /lr'ðogrəfr/ noun process of print- 
ee fom Fate so treated that ink sticks only to 
design to be printed. o lithographer noun. litho- 
graphic /li@a'greefik/ adjective. 
Lithuanian /li0ju:‘emren/ noun native, 
national, or language of Lithuania. © adjective of 
Lithuania. 


litigant /‘litigent/ moun party to lawsuit. 
o adjective engaged in lawsuit. 

litigate /‘litigett/ verb (-ting) 1 go to law. 2 
contest (point) at law. o litigation noun. litigator 
noun. 


litigious /lr'tid3as/ adjective 1 fond of litigation. 
2 contentious. 


litmus /'lıtməs/ noun dye turned red by acid and 
blue by alkali. 


litre /‘li:ta/ noun (US liter) metric unit of capacity 
(1.76 pints). 


litter ['lıtə/ noun 1 refuse, esp. paper, discarded 
in public place. 2 odds and ends lying about. 3 
young animals brought forth at one birth. 4 
Vehicle containing couch and carried on men’s 
Shoulders or by animals. 5 kind of stretcher for 
sick and wounded. 6 straw etc. as bedding for 
animals. „7 material for animal’s, esp. cat's, 
indoor toilet. © verb 1 make (place) untidy. 2 give 
pe in (puppies etc.). 3 provide (horse etc.) with 


m noun 1, 2 bits and pieces, clutter, debris, 
fragments, US garbage, jumble, junk, mess, odds 
and ends, refuse, rubbish, esp. US trash, waste. 
© verb 1 clutter, mess up, scatter, strew. 


PS [ut(e)l/ adjective (-r, -st; less or lesser, 
= aN small in size, amount, degree, etc. 2 short 
litio ure, 3 of short distance or duration. 4 (a 
nyaet tain but small amount of. 5 trivial. 6 
a amount. 7 operating on small scale. 8 
aes = prdinary. 9 young, younger. @ noun 1 
Ea ; only small amount. 2 short time or 
oils ue adverb (less, least) 1 to small extent 
erate oir ot at all. little by little by degrees; 
wah y. the little people fairies. 
niet aa 1, 2 diminutive, dwarf, lilliputian, 
oe ulap ioquial pint-sized, pygmy, short, small, 
ee qi : teeny, tiny, undersized, esp. Scottish 
 Colloquial weeny. 4 baby, bantam, compact, 


ee 
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concise, colloquial dinky, fine, fractional, 
infinitesimal, lean, microscopic, colloquial mini, 
miniature, colloquial minuscule, minute, narrow, 
petite (woman), pocket-sized, poky, portable, 
slender, slight, thin, toy. 3 fractional, infinitesimal, 
short. 5 inconsequential, insignificant, minor, 
negligible, nugatory, slight, trifling, trivial, 
unimportant. 6 exiguous, inadequate, insufficient, 
meagre, mean, colloquial measly, miserly, modest, 
niggardly, colloquial piddling, scanty, skimpy, 
stingy, ungenerous, unsatisfactory. 


littoral /'lıtər(ə)l/ adjective of or on the shore. 
@ noun region lying along shore. 


liturgy /‘litad31/ noun (plural -les) 1 fixed form 
of public worship. 2 (the Liturgy) the Book of 
Common Prayer. o liturgical /-'ts:d3-/ adjective. 
live’ /lrv/ verb (-ving) 1 have life; be or remain 
alive. 2 have one’s home. 3 (often + on, off) 
subsist. 4 (+ on) feed on. 5 keep one’s position. 6 
pass, spend. 7 conduct oneself in specified way. 
8 enjoy life to the full. a live down cause (scandal 
etc.) to be forgotten through blameless behav- 
iour thereafter. live it up colloquial live exuber- 
antly and extravagantly. 
u 1 breathe, continue, endure, exist, function, last, 
persist, remain, stay alive, survive. 2 be 
accommodated, dwell, lodge, reside, US room, 
stay; (live in) see INHABIT. 3 exist, fare, get along, 
keep going, make a living, subsist, sustain oneself. 
4 (live on) see EAT 1. 


live? /larv/ adjective 1 that is alive; living. 2 (of 
broadcast, performance, etc.) heard or seen 
while happening or with audience present. 3 of 
current interest. 4 glowing, burning. 5 (ofmatch, 
bomb, etc.) not yet kindled or exploded. 6 charged 
with electricity. © adverb as live performance. 
o livestock (usually treated as plural) animals 
kept on farm for use or profit. live wire spirited 
person. 
u adjective 1 see LIVING 1. 3 contemporary, 
current, important, pressing, relevant, topical, 
vital. 4 see ALIGHT’ 1. a livestock farm animals, 
stock. 


liveable /‘livab(s)l/ adjective (also livable) 1 
(usually liveable-in) colloquial (of house etc.) fit 
to live in. 2 (of life) worth living. 3 (usually 
liveable-with) colloquial (of person) easy to live 
with. 

livelihood /‘larvlihud/ noun means of living; 
job, income. 

livelong /‘livion/ adjective in its entire length. 

lively /‘lavli/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 full of life; 
energetic. 2 (of imagination) vivid. 3 cheerful. 4 
jocular exciting, dangerous. o liveliness noun. 

1 active, agile, alert, animated, boisterous, 
bubbly, bustling, busy, dashing, eager, energetic, 
enthusiastic, exciting, exuberant, frisky, 
high-spirited, irrepressible, nimble, perky, playful, 
quick, spirited, sprightly, stimulating, vigorous, 
vital, vivacious. 2 colourful, expressive, strong, 
vivid. 3 bubbly, cheerful, exuberant, gay, happy, 
high-spirited, jaunty, jolly, merry, perky. 

n liveliness activity, animation, boisterousness, 
bustle, dynamism, energy, enthusiasm, 


liven | lobster 


| exuberance, go, gusto, high spirits, spirit, 
sprightliness, verve, vigour, vitality, vivacity, zeal. 


liven /‘larv(e)n/ verb (often + up) make or become 
lively; cheer up. 

liver' /‘Irva/ noun 1 large glandular organ in 
abdomen of vertebrates. 2 liver of some animals 
as food. 

liver? /‘lrva/ noun person who lives in specified 
way. 

liverish /‘lrveriS/ adjective 1 suffering from liver 
disorder. 2 peevish, glum. 

liverwort oun mosslike plant sometimes lobed 
like liver. 

livery /'lrvərı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 distinctive 
uniform of member of City Company or servant. 
2 distinctive guise or marking. 3 distinctive 
colour scheme for company’s vehicles etc. o at 
livery (of horse) kept for owner at fixed charge. 
livery stable stable where horses are kept at 
livery or let out for hire. 

lives plural of LIFE. 

livid /‘lrvid/ adjective 1 colloquial furious. 2 of 
bluish leaden colour. 

living /‘lrvm/ noun 1 being alive. 2 livelihood. 
3 position held by member of clergy, providing 
income. © adjective 1 contemporary; now alive. 
2 (of likeness) exact. 3 (of language) still in ver- 
nacular use. o living room room for general 
day use. living wage wage on which one can 
live without privation. within living memory 
within memory of living people. 

m noun 2 income, livelihood, subsistence. 

© adjective 1 actual, alive, animate, breathing, 

existing, extant, functioning, live, archaic quick, 

sentient, surviving. 


lizard /‘lizad/ noun reptile with usually long 
body and tail, 4 legs, and scaly hide. 

llama /‘la:ma/ noun S. American ruminant kept 
for carrying loads and for woolly fleece. 

Lloyd's /loidz/ noun incorporated society of 
underwriters in London. oLloyd’s Register 
annual classified list of all ships. 

lo interjection archaic look. 

loach noun (plural same or -es) small fresh- 
water fish. 

load noun 1 what is (to be) carried. 2 amount 
usually or actually carried. 3 burden of work, 
responsibility, care, etc. 4 (in plural; often + of) 
plenty. 5 (a load of) a quantity of. 6 amount of 
power carried by electrical circuit or supplied 
by generating station. © verb 1 put load on or 
aboard. 2 place (load) aboard ship or on vehicle 
etc. 3 (often + up) (of vehicle or person) take load 
aboard. 4 (often + with) burden, strain, over- 
whelm. 5 put ammunition in (gun), film in 
(camera), cassette in (tape recorder), program in 
(computer), etc. o load line Plimsoll line. 

a noun 1, 2 burden, cargo, consignment, freight, 

shipment. 3 anxiety, burden, care, cross, 

encumbrance, millstone, onus, trouble, weight, 

worry. @ verb 1, 2 fill, heap, pack, pile, ply, stack, 

stow. 4 burden, encumber, oppress, overwhelm, 

Saddle, strain, weigh down. 5 charge, prime. 
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loaded adjective 1 slang rich. 2 slang drunk, 3 
US slang drugged. 4 (of dice etc.) weighted. 5 (of 
question or statement) carrying hidden implica- 
tion. 6 bearing load. 


m 1 see WEALTHY. 4 S66 BIASED (BIAS). 6 See LADEN 
| (LADE). 


loadstone = LODESTONE. 


loaf" noun (plural loaves) 1 unit of baked bread, 
usually of standard size or shape. 2 other cooked 
food in loaf shape. 3 slang head. 

loaf? verb (often + about) spend time idly; hang 
about. o loafer noun. 

u o loafer idler, good-for-nothing, layabout, 

colloquial lazybones, shirker, slang skiver, 

vagrant, wastrel. 


loam noun rich soil of clay, sand, and humus. 
o loamy adjective. 

loan noun 1 thing lent, esp. money. 2 lending, 
being lent. @ verblend (money, works ofart, etc.). 
oon loan being lent. 


a noun advance, credit, mortgage. © verb 
advance, allow, credit, lend. 
loath adjective (also loth) disinclined, reluctant. 
loathe /ləvð/ verb (-thing) detest, hate. o loath- 
ing noun. 
u abhor, abominate, be revolted by, despise, 


detest, execrate, hate, recoil from, resent, scorn, 
shudder at. 


loathsome /‘levdsem/ adjective arousing 
hatred or disgust; repulsive. 


loaves plural of Loar". 


lob verb (-bb-) hit or throw (ball etc.) slowly or in 
high arc. @ noun such ball. 


lobar /‘leuba/ adjective of a lobe, esp. of lung. 
lobate /‘loubert/ adjective having lobe(s). 


lobby /‘lobi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 porch, ante- 
room, entrance hall, corridor. 2 (in House of 
Commons) large hall used esp. for interviews 
between MPs and the public. 3 (also division 
lobby) each of two corridors to which MPs retire 
to vote. 4 group of lobbyists. © verb (-ies, -led) 1 
solicit support of (influential person). 2 inform 
(egislators etc.) in order to influence them. 
n lobby correspondent journalist who receives 
unattributable briefings from government. 

m noun 1 ante-room, corridor, entrance hall, entry, 

foyer, hall, hallway, porch, reception, vestibule. 4 

campaigners, pressure group, supporters. © verb 

appeal to, persuade, petition, pressurize, urge. 


lobbyist noun person who lobbies MP etc. 
lobe noun 1 lower soft pendulous part of outer 
ear. 2 similar part of other organs. o lobed 
adjective. 

lobelia /lə'bi:ltə/ noun plant with bright, esp- 
blue, flowers. 

lobotomy /ləbotəmı/ noun (plural -ies) 
incision into frontal lobe of brain to relieve 
mental disorder. 


lobster /‘Inbsta/ noun 1 marine crustacean with 
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-cer-like claws. 2 its flesh as food. 
two pincer ; basket for trapping lobsters. 


pster pot y 
Ori noun large earthworm used as fishing 


bait. F Sat 
'3)1/ adjective 1 belonging to, existing 
leva Lae 5 particular place. 2 of the neigh- 
fa 3 of or affecting a part and not the 
whole. 4(of telephone call) to nearby place andat 
lower charge. © noun 1 inhabitant of particular 
Jace. 2 (often the local) colloquial local public 
house. a local authority administrative body in 
local government. local colour touches of detail 
in story etc. designed to provide realistic back- 
und. local government system ofadministra- 
tion of county, district, parish, etc. by elected 
representatives of those who live there. a locally 
adverb. a 
n adjective 1, 2 community, nearby, 
neighbourhood, neighbouring, parochial, 
provincial, regional. 3 limited, localized, narrow, 
particular, restricted. © noun 1 inhabitant, 
resident, townsman, townswoman. 2 see PUB. 


locale /ləv'ka:1/ noun scene or locality of event 
or occurrence. 

locality /lau'kelit1/ noun (plural-ies) 1 district. 
2 thing's site or scene. 3 thing’s position. 

u 1 area, catchment area, community, district, 

neighbourhood, parish, region, residential area, 

town, vicinity, zone. 2, 3 see LOCATION 1. 


localize /‘leukelaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 restrict or assign to particular place. 2 
invest with characteristics of place. 3 decentral- 
ize. 
m 1 concentrate, confine, contain, enclose, keep 
within bounds, limit, narrow down, pin down, 
restrict. 


locate /lou'kert/ verb (-ting) 1 discover exact 
place of. 2 establish in a place; situate. 3 state 
locality of. 


USAGE Instandard English, itis incorrect to use 
pier to mean merely ‘find’ as in can’t locate my 


u 1 come across, detect, discover, find, identify, ` 
lay one's hands on, run to earth, search out, track 

down, unearth. 2 establish, find a place for, found, 
Place, position, put, set up, site, situate, station. 


location noun 4 i i 
particular place. 2 locating. 3 
meal not studio, setting for film etc. 
zi locale, locality, place, point, position, setting, 
ite, situation, spot, venue, whereabouts. 


loc. cit. 
citato), 


I 
orta dix, lok noun Scottish lake or narrow inlet 


lock! 7 

Ema bone 1 mechanism for fastening door etc. 
section t requiring key of particular shape. 2 
slices, Canal or river confined within 
antha a for moving boats from one level to 


interlocks ore Of vehicle's front wheels. 4 


Sverb 4 fasten 


abbreviation in the passage cited (loco 


jammed state. 5 wrestling hold. 
with lock. 2 (+ up) shut (house 


D 


lobworm | lodger 


etc.) thus. 3 (of door etc.) be lockable. 4 (+ up, 
away, in, into) enclose (person, thing) by locking. 
5 (often + up, away) store inaccessibly. 6 make 
or become rigidly fixed. 7 (cause to) jam or catch. 
a lockjaw form of tetanus in which jaws become 
rigidly closed. lock-keeper keeper of river or 
canal lock. lock on to (of missile etc.) automatic- 
ally find and then track (target). lock out 1 keep 
out by locking door. 2 (of employer) subject 
(employees) to lockout. lockout noun employer's 
exclusion of employees from workplace until 
certain terms are accepted. locksmith maker 
and mender of locks. lock-up 1 house or room 
for temporary detention of prisoners. 2 premises 
that can be locked up. under lock and key 
securely locked up; confined. o lockable adjec- 
tive. 
m noun 1 bar, bolt, catch, clasp, fastening, hasp, 
latch, padlock. @ verb 1, 2 bolt, close, fasten, 
padlock, seal, secure, shut. 4 (Jock away, lock up) 
see IMPRISON 1. O lock out see EXCLUDE 1. 


lock? noun 1 portion of hair that hangs together. 
2 (in plural) the hair. 

locker noun (usually lockable) cupboard, esp. 
for public use. 


locket /‘lnkit/ noun small ornamental case for 
portrait etc., usually on chain round neck. 


locomotion /louks'msus(e)n/ noun motion or 
power of motion from place to place. 


locomotive /ləvkə'məvtıv/ noun engine for 
pulling trains. © adjective of, having, or bringing 
about locomotion. 

locum tenens /leukem 'ti:nenz/ noun (plural 
locum tenentes /tr'nenti:z/) (also locum) deputy 
acting esp. for doctor or member of clergy. 


locus /‘laukes/ noun (plural loci /-sat/) 1 pos- 

ition, place. 2line or curve etc. made by all points 
satisfying certain conditions or by defined 
motion of point, line, or surface. 


locust /‘laukest/ moun African or Asian grass- 
hopper migrating in swarms and consuming all 
vegetation. 


locution /le'kju:J(s)n/ noun 1 word, phrase, or 
idiom. 2 style of speech. 

lode noun vein of metal ore. n lodestar star used 
as guide in navigation, esp. pole star. lodestone, 
loadstone 1 magnetic oxide of iron. 2 piece of 
this as magnet. 


lodge noun 1 small house, esp. one for gate- 
keeper at entrance to park or grounds of large 
house. 2 porter’s room etc. 3 members or meeting 
place of branch of society such as Freemasons. 4 
beaver’s or otter’s lair. @ verb (-ging) 1 reside, 
esp. as lodger. 2 provide with sleeping quarters. 
3 submit (complaint etc.). 4 become fixed or 
caught. 5 deposit for security. 6 settle, place. 

u verb 4 archaic abide, dwell, live, put up, reside, 

stay, colloquial stop. 2 accommodate, billet, 

board, house, put up. 3 enter, file, make, put on 

record, record, register, submit. 


lodger noun person paying for accommodation 
in another’s house. 


VU 
ae 


lodging | long 


ln boarder, guest, inmate, paying guest, resident, 
| tenant. 


lodging noun 1 temporary accommodation. 2 
(in plural) room(s) rented for lodging in. 

a 1 accommodation, billet, shelter, temporary 

home. 2 (lodgings) accommodation, 

apartment(s), billet, boarding house, colloquial 

digs, lodging house, slang pad, quarters, rooms. 


loft noun 1 attic. 2 room over stable. 3 gallery in 
church or hall. 4 pigeon house. © verb send (ball 
etc.) high up. 
lofty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of imposing height. 2 
haughty, aloof. 3 exalted, noble. o loftily adverb. 
loftiness noun. 
m 1 elevated, high, soaring, tall, towering. 2 see 
ARROGANT. 3 elevated, exalted, imposing, 
z | Majestic, noble. 


/ log' noun 1 unhewn piece of felled tree; any large 


rough piece of wood. 2 historical floating device 
for ascertaining ship’s speed. 3 record of ship's 
or aircraft's voyage. 4 any systematic record of 
experiences etc. @verb (-gg-) 1 enter (ship’s 
speed or other transport details) in logbook. 2 
enter (data etc.) in regular record. 3 cut into logs. 
o logbook 1 book containing record or log. 2 
vehicle registration document. log on or off, log 
in or out begin or end operations at terminal of 
esp. multi-access computer. 


| u noun 3, 4 account, diary, journal, record. 
log? noun logarithm. 
logan /‘leugan/ noun (in full logan-stone) poised 
heavy stone rocking at a touch. 
loganberry j'ləvgənbərı/ noun (plural -ies) 
dark red fruit, hybrid of blackberry and rasp- 
berry. 
logarithm /‘logar1i(e)m/ noun an arithmetic 
exponent used in computation. o logarithmic 
/-'riém1k/ adjective. 
loggerhead /‘Ingahed/ noun o at loggerheads 
(often + with) disagreeing or disputing. 
loggia /‘laudsa/ noun open-sided gallery or 
arcade. 
logging noun work of cutiing and preparing 
forest timber. 
logic /‘lod31k/ noun 1 science of reasoning. 2 
chain of reasoning. 3 use of or ability in argu- 
ment. 4 inexorable force. 5 principles used in 
designing computer etc. 6 circuits based on 
these. a logician /le'd51J(a)n/ noun. 
u 2, 3 clarity, deduction, intelligence, literary 
ratiocination, rationality, reasonableness, ` 
reasoning, sense, validity. 


logical adjective 1 of or according to logic. 2 cor- 
rectly reasoned, consistent. 3 capable of correct 
reasoning. o logicality /-'kzl-/ noun. logically 
adverb. 

m 1,2 clear, cogent, coherent, consistent, 
deductive, methodical, rational, reasonable, 
sound, step by step, structured, systematic, valid, 
well reasoned, well thought out. 3 intelligent, 
rational, reasonable, sensible, wise. 
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logistics /le'dsistiks/ plural noun organization 
of (originally military) services and supplies 
n logistic adjective. logistical adjective. logis, 
tically adverb. 

logo /‘leugau/ noun (plural -s) Organization’s 
emblem used in display material. 

loin noun 1 (in plural) side and back of bog 
between ribs and hip-bones. 2 joint of meat from 
this part ofanimal. o loincloth cloth worn round 
hips, esp. as sole garment. 

loiter /‘loita/ verb stand about ‘idly; linger, 
u loiter with intent linger to commit felony, 

be slow, dally, dawdle, hang back, linger, loaf 

about or around, mess about or around, skulk, 

stand about or around, straggle. 


loll verb 1 (often + about, around) stand, sit, or 
recline in lazy attitude. 2 hang loosely. 


lollipop /‘lolmop/ noun hard sweet on stick. 
o lollipop man, lady colloquial warden using cir- 
cular sign on pole to stop traffic for children to 
cross road. 


lollop /‘lolap/ verb (-p-) colloquial 1 flop about. 2 
move in ungainly bounds. 


lolly /'lol1/ noun (plural -ies) 4 colloquial lolli- 
pop. 2 colloquial ice lolly. 3 slang money. 


lone adjective 1 solitary; without companions. 2 
isolated. 3 unmarried. clone hand 1 hand 
played or player playing against the rest at cards. 
2 person or action without allies. lone wolf 
loner. 


u 1 separate, single, solitary, solo, 
unaccompanied. 2 see LONELY 3. 


lonely /‘launli/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 without 

companions. 2 sad because of this. 3 isolated; 

uninhabited. o loneliness noun. 
m 1 abandoned, alone, forlorn, forsaken, 
friendless, esp. US lonesome, loveless, neglected, 
outcast, reclusive, retiring, solitary, unsociable, 
withdrawn. 2 see san 1. 3 cut off, deserted, 
desolate, distant, far-away, isolated, lone, out of 
the way, remote, secluded, unfrequented, 
uninhabited. 


loner noun person or animal preferring to be 
alone. 


lonesome adjective 1 esp. US lonely. 2 causing 
loneliness. 


long’ adjective (longer _ /'loņgə/, longest 
[Yongist/) 1 measuring much from end to end 
in space or time. 2 (following measurement) in 
length or duration. 3 consisting of many items. 
4 tedious. 5 reaching far back or forward in time. 
6 of elongated shape. 7 involving great interval 
or difference. @noun long interval or period. 
© adverb (longer /'longə/, longest /‘Iongist/) 1 by 
or for a long time. 2 (following nouns of duration) 
throughout specified time. 3 (in comparative) 
after implied point of time. o as, so long as pro- 
vided that. before long soon. in the long run 
eventually. longboat sailing ship's largest boat. 
longbow one drawn by hand and shooting long 
arrow. long-distance travelling or operating 
between distant places. long-drawn 
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as life. long odds chances with low probabil- ` 


-playing (of gramophone record) 
Pg about, 20-30 minutes on each side. 
ong-range 4 having a long range. 2 relating to 
period of time far into future. longshore existing 
onor frequenting the shore. long shot wild guess 
or venture. long sight ability to see clearly only 
what is comparatively distant. long-sighted 1 
having long sight. 2 far-sighted. long-standing 
that has existed for a long time. long-suffering 
bearing provocation patiently. long-term of or 
for long period of time. long-winded (of speech 
or writing) tediously lengthy. long-windedness 
noun. 
n adjective 1, 3, 7 big, endless, extensive, great, 
interminable, large, lengthy, longish, prolonged, 
protracted, unending. 4, 5 drawn-out, endless, 
extended, extensive, interminable, lasting, lengthy, 
longish, prolonged, protracted, slow, sustained, 
time-consuming, unending. 6 elongated, 
extended, lengthy, longish, stretched. 
Olong-lasting, long-lived see PERMANENT. 
long-standing see OLD 4. long-suffering see 
PATIENT adjective. long-winded see TEDIOUS. 


long’ verb (+ for, todo) have strong wish or desire 
for. longing noun & adjective. longingly 
adverb. : 

G crave, hanker, have a longing, hunger, itch; pine, 
thirst, wish, yearn; (long for) see DESIRE verb 1. 

a longing appetite, craving, desire, hankering, 
hunger, itch, need, thirst, urge, wish, yearning, 
colloquial yen. 


long. abbreviation longitude. 
longevity /lon'dsevitr/ noun formal long life. 


longitude [ongitju:d/ noun angular distance 
E. or W. of (esp. Greenwich) meridian. 


longitudinal Avnar'tju:dm(e)l/ adjective 1 of or 
in length. 2 running lengthwise. 3 of longitude. 
longitudinally adverb. 


longways adverb (al i i 
so longwise) in direction 
parallel with thing’s length. ain) 


loo noun colloquial lavatory. 


loofah /‘1u:fa/ 
/ -Ut noun rough bath-sponge made 
from dried pod of type of gourd. 


I 
zo K Nok/ verb 1 (often + at, down, up, etc.) use 
rect one's eyes; examine. 2 (+ at) consider. 
is s visual or mental search. 4 (+ for) seek. 5 
investi appearance; seem. 6 (+ into) 
indicate ne, € (0f thing) face some direction. 8 
noun 4 Emotion) by looks. 9 (+ to do) expect. 
ance oi act of looking. 2 gaze, glance. 3 appear- 
appearance. expression, 4 (in plural) personal 
Person or thi look after attend to. lookalike 
back (+97 yuo Closely resembling another. look 
n, to) turn one’s thoughts to (something 


ae 


past). look down (up)on regard with contempt. 
looker-on mere spectator. look forward to await 
(expected event) eagerly or with specified feel- 
ings. look in make short visit. look-in noun . 
colloquial chance of participation or success. 
looking-glass mirror. look on be spectator. look 
out (often + for) be vigilant or prepared. lookout 
noun 1 watch. 2 observation-post. 3 person etc. 
stationed to keep watch. 4 prospect. 5 colloquial 
person’s own concern. look up 1 search for (esp. 
information in book). 2 colloquial visit (person). 
3 improve in prospect. look up to respect. 

m verb 1 gape, colloquial gawp, gaze, glance, 
goggle, have a look, ogle, peek, peep, peer, squint, 
Stare. 1, 2 (look at) literary behold, cast one's eye 
over, consider, contemplate, examine, eye, 
glimpse, inspect, observe, pay attention to, read, 
regard, scan, scrutinize, see, skim through, study, 
survey, take note of, view, watch. 3 have a look, 
search. 4 (look for) see SEEK 1. 5 appear, seem. 6 
(look into) see INVESTIGATE. 7 face, point. © noun 
1, 2 gaze, glance, glimpse, observation, peek, 
peep, sight, colloquial squint, view. 3 air, 
appearance, aspect, bearing, complexion, 
countenance, demeanour, expression, face, 
manner, literary mien; (looks) attractiveness, 
beauty. o look after see TEND’. look down on see 
DESPISE. look out see BEWARE 1. lookout 3 guard, 
sentinel, sentry, watchman. look up to see ADMIRE. 


loom! /lu:m/ noun apparatus for weaving. 

loom? /lu:m/ verb 1 appear dimly, esp. as vague 
often tall or threatening shape. 2 (ofan event) be 
ominously close. 

m 1 appear, arise, dominate, emerge, hover, 

colloquial materialize, menace, rise, stand out, 

stick up, take shape, threaten, tower. 2 impend, 

menace, threaten. 


loon /lu:n/ noun 1 kind of diving bird. 2 collo- 
quial crazy person. 

loony /‘lu:nt/ slang noun (plural -ies) lunatic. 
© adjective (-ier, -iest) crazy. 

loop /lu:p/ noun 1 figure produced by curve or 
doubled thread etc. crossing itself. 2 thing, path, 
etc. forming this figure. 3 similarly shaped 
attachment used as fastening. 4 contraceptive 
coil. 5 endless band of tape or film allowing con- 
tinuous repetition. 6 repeated sequence of com- 
puter operations. @ verb 1 form or bend intoloop. 
2 fasten with loop(s). 3 form loop. o loop line 
railway or telegraph line that diverges from 
main line and joins it again. 

noun 1-3 bend, bow, circle, coil, curl, eye, hoop, 

kink, noose, ring, turn, twist, whorl. © verb bend, 

coil, curl, entwine, turn, twist, wind. 


loophole noun 1 means of evading rule etc. 
without infringing it. 2 narrow vertical slit in 


wall of fort etc. 


| u 1 escape, colloquial let-out, outlet, way out. 


loopy adjective (-ier, -iest) slang crazy. 

loose /lu:s/ adjective 1 not tightly held. 2 not 
held together. 3 free from bonds or restraint. 4 
(of clothes) not tight-fitting. 5 not compact or 
dense. 6 inexact. 7 morally lax. © verb (-sing) 1 


untie, detach. 2 free, release. 3 relax (hold etc.). 
Dat a loose end unoccupied. loose change 
money as coins for casual use. loose cover 
removable cover for armchair etc. loose-leaf (of 
notebook etc.) with pages that can be removed 
and replaced. on the loose 1 escaped from captiv- 
ity. 2 enjoying oneself freely. a loosely adverb. 
looseness nour. 
u adjective 1, 2 detachable, detached, 
disconnected, insecure, loosened, movable, 
moving, scattered, shaky, unattached, 
unconnected, unfastened, unsteady, wobbly; 
(loose hair) dangling, hanging, spread out, 
straggling, trailing. 3 at large, at liberty, escaped, 
free, free-range, independent, released, roaming, 
uncaged, unconfined, unfettered, unrestricted, 
untied. 4 baggy, floppy, loose-fitting, slack. 6 
broad, careless, casual, diffuse, general, 
ill-defined, illogical, imprecise, inexact, informal, 
lax, rambling, rough, sloppy, unscientific, 
unstructured, vague. 7 see IMMORAL. © verb 1 see 
LOOSEN. 2 see FREE verb 1-2. 


loosen verb make or become loose or looser. 
o loosen up 1 limber up. 2 relax. 

| | come adrift, detach, ease off, free, let go, loose, 
open up, relax, release, separate, slacken, undo, 
unfasten, unloose, untie. 


loot /lu:t/ noun 1 spoil, booty. 2 slang money. 
overb 1 rob or steal, esp. after rioting etc. 2 
plunder. o looter noun. 
a noun 1 booty, contraband, haul, ill-gotten gains, 
plunder, prize, spoils, slang swag, takings. © verb 
despoil, pillage, plunder, raid, ransack, ravage, 
rifle, rob, sack, steal from. 


lop verb (-pp-) 1 (often + off) cut or remove (part 
or parts) from whole, esp. branches from tree. 2 
prune (tree). 

lope verb (-ping) run with long bounding stride. 
© noun such stride. 

lop-eared adjective having drooping ears. 


lopsided adjective unevenly balanced. 
m askew, asymmetrical, awry, colloquial 
cock-eyed, crooked, one-sided, tilting, 

unbalanced, unequal, uneven. 


loquacious /la'kwerJas/ adjective talkative. 
o loquacity /-'kweesrti/ noun. 

lord noun 1 master, ruler. 2 historical feudal 
superior, esp. of manor. 3 peer of realm; person 
with title Lord. 4 (Lord) (often the Lord) God, 
Christ. 5 (Lord) title used before name of certain 
male peers and officials. 6 (the Lords) House 
of Lords. @ interjection: expressing Surprise, 
dismay, etc. a lord it over domineer. Lord Mayor 
title of mayor in some large cities. Lord's Day 
Sunday. Lord’s Prayer the prayer taught by 
Christ to his disciples. Lord's Supper Eucharist. 
E noun 1 see RULER 1.3 aristocrat, baron, earl, 

marquess, noble, peer, historical thane, viscount. 


lordly adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 haughty, imperi- 
ous. 2 suitable for a lord. eae ae 


Lordship noun o His, Your Lordship title used 
of or to man with rank of Lord. 
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lore noun body of tradition and information on 
a subject or held by particular group. 

lorgnette /lo:'njet/ noun pair of eyeglasses 
opera-glasses on long handle. or 


lorn adjective archaic desolate, forlorn. 


lorry /‘lori/ noun (plural -ies) large vehicle for 
transporting goods etc. 
lose /lu:z/ verb (-sing; past & past participle lost) 
1 be deprived of; cease to have, esp. by negli- 
gence. 2 be deprived of (person) by death. 3 
become unable to find, follow, or understand, 4 
let pass from one’s control. 5 be defeated in, 6 
evade; get rid of. 7 forfeit (right to something). 8 
suffer loss or detriment. 9 cause (person) the loss 
of. 10 (of clock etc.) become slow. 11 (in passive) 
disappear, perish. 12 (as lost adjective) gone, 
mislaid; strayed. 13 (as lost adjective) absorbed, 
14 (as lost adjective) damned. 0 belost for words 
be too surprised, shocked, etc. to know what to 
say. be lost in be engrossed in. be lost without 
be dependent on. lose heart be discouraged. lose 
one’s cool colloquial lose one’s composure. lose 
one’s head lose self-control. lose one’s nerve 
become timid or irresolute. 
u 1 be deprived of, formal cease to have, find 
oneself without. 3 forget, leave (somewhere), 
mislay, misplace, miss, stray from. 4 fritter, let slip, 
squander, waste. 5 admit defeat, be defeated, 
capitulate, come to grief, fail, get beaten, succumb, 
suffer defeat; (losing) see UNSUCCESSFUL. 6 escape 
from, evade, get rid of, give (person) the slip, leave 
behind, outrun, shake off, throw off. 7 see FORFEIT 
verb. 12 (lost) abandoned, departed, destroyed, 
disappeared, extinct, forgotten, gone, 
irrecoverable, irretrievable, left behind, mislaid, 
misplaced, missing, strayed, untraceable, 
vanished. 13 (lost) absorbed, daydreaming, 
dreamy, distracted, engrossed, preoccupied, rapt. 
14 (lost) corrupt, damned, fallen, irredeemable. 


loser noun 1 person or thing that loses esp. 
contest. 2 colloquial person who regularly fails. 


loss noun 1 losing, being lost. 2 what is lost. 3 
detriment resulting from losing. u ata loss (sold 
etc.) for less than was paid for it. be at a loss be 
puzzled or uncertain. loss-leader item sold at a 
loss to attract customers. 

n 1 bereavement, defeat, depletion, deprivation, 

destruction, diminution, disappearance, erosion, 

failure, forfeiture, impairment, privation, reduction, 
sacrifice. 2 (losses) casualties, deaths, death toll, 
fatalities. 3 damage, detriment, disadvantage, 
harm, impairment. 


lost past & past participle of LOSE. 


lot noun 1 (alot, or lots) colloquial large number 
or amount. 2 each of set of objects used to make 
chance selection. 3 this method of deciding. 4 
share or responsibility resulting from it. 5 
destiny, fortune, condition. 6 esp. US plot 
allotment. 7 article or set of articles for sale at 
auction etc. 8 group of associated people or 
things. udraw, cast lots decide by lots. the 
(whole) lot total number or quantity. 


USAGE A lot of, as in a lot of people, is fairly 
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+ formal, though acceptable in serious writing, 
dots of people is not acceptable. 
lots) see PLENTY nour 1. 7 see ITEM 1. 
lots see GAMBLE verb 1. the (whole) lot 


works. 


loth = LOATH. F er 
ion /ləuf(@)}m/ noun medi co: c 
EAA preparation applied externally. 
n balm, cream, embrocation, liniment, ointment, 
pomade, salve, unguent. 


ery /‘lotar1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 means of 
lota, ey by selling numbered tickets and 
giving prizes to holders of numbers drawn at 
random. 2 thing whose outcome is governed by 
chance. : 
n 1 raffle, sweepstake. 2 gamble, speculation, 
venture. 


lotto /‘lotev/ noun game of chance like bingo. 


lotus /‘leutas/ noun 1 legendary plant inducing 
luxurious langour when eaten. 2 kind of water 
lily. alotus position cross-legged position of 
meditation. 

loud adjective 1 strongly audible; noisy. 2 (of 
colours etc.) gaudy, obtrusive. © adverb loudly. 
cloudspeaker apparatus that converts elec- 
trical signals into sounds. o loudly adverb. loud- 
ness noun. 

u adjective 1 audible, big, blaring, booming, 

clamorous, clarion (call), deafening, ear-splitting, 

echoing, Music fortissimo, noisy, penetrating, 

piercing, raucous, resounding, reverberant, 

reverberating, roaring, rowdy, shrieking, 

sonorous, stentorian, strident, thundering, 

thunderous, vociferous. 2 see GAUDY. 


lough /lok, lox/ noun Irish lake, sea inlet. 


lounge verb (-ging) 1 recline comfortably; loll. 
2 (often + about, around) idle; stand or move idly. 
© noun 1 place for lounging, esp. sitting room in 
house. 2 public room (in hotel etc.). 3 place in 
airport etc. with seats for waiting passengers. 4 
spell of lounging. u lounge suit man’s suit for 
ordinary day wear. 
k verb be idle, be lazy, hang about or around, idle, 
ze, loaf, lie around, loll (about or around), 
colloquial mooch (about or around), relax, slouch, 
SARIP sprawl, stand about or around, take it easy, 
aiat; © noun 1 drawing-room, front room, 
ing room, archaic parlour, salon, sitting room. 


lour /lava/ verb 
(also lower /lavə/).1 frown, look 
sullen. 2 (of sky etc.) look dark and threatening. 


louse /laus/ 
noun 1 (plural lice) parasitic insect. 
2 (plural louses) slang contemptible person. 


© verb (-sing) delouse. 


l 
OUSY /‘lauzi/ adjective (ier, -iest) 4 colloquial 


very bad; disgustin -j S 
; g; ill. 2 (often + with) collo- 
toči well supplied. 3 infested with lice. 
no 


adjective. rough-mannered person. oloutish 


U boor, churl, oaf, slang yob. 


D 


loth | lovemaking 


louvre [lu:va/ noun (also louver) 1 each of set of 
overlapping slats designed to admit air and some 
light and exclude rain. 2domed structure on roof 
with side openings for ventilation etc. 
lovable [laveb(e)l/ adjective (also loveable) 
inspiring affection. 
m adorable, appealing, attractive, charming, 
cuddly, esp. US colloquial cute, darling, dear, 
enchanting, endearing, engaging, fetching, 
likeable, lovely, pleasing, taking, winning, 
winsome. 


lovage [lavid3/ noun herb used for flavouring 
etc. 


love /lav/ noun 1 deep affection or fondness. 2 
sexual passion. 3 sexual relations. 4 beloved one; 
sweetheart. 5 colloquial: form of address regard- 
less of affection. 6 colloquial person of whom one 
is fond. 7 affectionate greetings. 8 (in games) no 
score, nil. @ verb (-ving) 1 feel love for. 2 delight 
in; admire. 3 colloquial like very much. o fall in 
love (often + with) suddenly begin to love. in love 
(often + with) enamoured (of). love affair roman- 
tic or sexual relationship between two people. 
love-bird kind of parakeet. love child illegitim- 
ate child. love-in-a-mist blue-flowered cultivated 
plant. lovelorn pining from unrequited love. 
lovesick languishing with love. make love 1 
(often + to, with) have sexual intercourse (with). 
2 (often + to) archaic pay amorous attention (to). 
o loved adjective. 

u noun 1 admiration, adoration, adulation, 

affection, attachment, attraction, devotion, fancy, 

fondness, friendship, liking, regard, tenderness, 
warmth. 2 ardour, desire, fervour, infatuation, 
passion. 4 beloved, darling, dear, loved one, lover, 
sweetheart. © verb 1 admire, adore, be charmed 
by, be fond of, be infatuated by, be in love with, care 
for, cherish, desire, dote on, colloquial fancy, 
colloquial have a crush on, have a passion for, 

idolize, lust after, treasure, value, want, worship. 2, 

3 see LIKE verb 1. u in love besotted, devoted, 

enamoured, fond, infatuated. love affair affair, 

amour, courtship, intrigue, liaison, colloquial 
relationship, romance. lovesick frustrated, 
languishing, lovelorn, pining. make love 1 be 
intimate, copulate, usually jocular fornicate, have 
intercourse, colloquial have sex, have sexual 
intercourse, mate. 2 caress, court, cuddle, 
embrace, flirt, kiss, colloquial neck, pet, philander, 
woo. o loved beloved, cherished, darling, dear, 
dearest, esteemed, favourite, precious, treasured, 
valued, wanted. 


loveable = LOVABLE. 
loveless adjective unloving or unloved or both. 
u cold, forsaken, frigid, heartless, lovelorn, 
passionless, rejected, undemonstrative, | 

unfeeling, unloved, unloving, unresponsive. 


lovely adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 colloquial pleasing, 
delightful. 2 beautiful. o loveliness noun. 

u 1 appealing, attractive, charming, delightful, 

enjoyable, fine, good, nice, pleasant, pretty, sweet. 

2 see BEAUTIFUL 1. 


lovemaking /‘lavmerkm/ moun 1 amorous 


lover | luck 


sexual activity, esp. sexual intercourse. 2 
archaic courtship. 


lover noun 1 person in love with another. 2 
person having sexual relations with another. 3 
(in plural) unmarried couple in love or having 
sexual relations. 4 person who enjoys specified 
thing. 

m 1 admirer, boyfriend, companion, fiancé(e), 

friend, girlfriend, colloquial intended, suitor, 

sweetheart, valentine. 2 literary concubine, 

gigolo, mistress, archaic paramour, colloquial toy 

boy. 


loving adjective feeling or showing love; affec- 

tionate. @noun affection. coloving cup 

two-handled drinking cup passed round at ban- 

quets. o lovingly adverb. 

| m adjective admiring, adoring, affectionate, 
amorous, ardent, attached, brotherly, caring, close, 
concerned, dear, demonstrative, devoted, doting, 
fatherly, fond, friendly, inseparable, kind, 

maternal, motherly, passionate, paternal, 


protective, sisterly, tender, warm. 


low' /lau/ adjective 1 not high or tall. 2 not ele- 

vated in position. 3 (of sun) near horizon. 4 of 
humble rank. 5 of small or less than normal 
amount, extent, or intensity. 6 dejected; lacking 
vigour. 7 (of sound) not shrill or loud. 8 common- 
place. 9 (of opinion) unfavourable. 10 mean, 
vulgar. © noun 1 low or lowest level or number. 
2 area of low pressure. © adverb 1 in or to low 
Position. 2 in low tone. 3 at low pitch. o low-born 
of humble birth. lowbrow colloquial not intellec- 
tual or cultured. Low Church section of Church 
of England attaching little importance to ritual, 
priestly authority, and sacraments. low-class of 
low quality or social class. Low Countries 
Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxembourg. low- 
down © adjective mean, dishonourable. © noun 
(the low-down; usually + on) colloquial rele- 
vant information. lower case small letters, 
not capitals. low frequency Radio 30-300 kilo- 
hertz. low-grade of low quality or strength. 
low-key lacking intensity or prominence. low 
pressure 1 low degree of activity. 2 atmospheric 
condition with pressure below average. low 
spirits dejection, depression. Low Sunday 
Sunday after Easter. low tide, water time or level 
of tide at its ebb. low water mark level reached 
at low water. 

m adjective 1 little, short, squat, stumpy, stunted. 
2 flat, low-lying, sunken. 4 abject, base, degraded, 
humble, inferior, junior, lesser, lower, lowly, menial, 
miserable, modest, servile. 7 (low notes) bass, 
deep, reverberant; (low sounds) gentle, indistinct, 
muffled, murmurous, muted, Music pianissimo, 
quiet, soft, subdued, whispered. 10 base, churlish, 
coarse, derogatory common, cowardly, crude, 
dastardly, disreputable, ignoble, immoral, mean, 
nasty, vulgar, wicked. a in low spirits see san 1. 
lowbrow accessible, easy, ordinary, pop, popular, 
Tubbishy, simple, straightforward, uncultured, 
undemanding, unpretentious, unsophisticated. 


low? /lau/ noun sound made by cattle; moo. 
@ verb make this sound. f 
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lower'verb1letorhauldown. 2make or become 
lower. 3 degrade. 
u 1 dip, drop, haul down, let down, take down. 2 
(lower prices) bring down, cut, decrease, 
discount, drop, lessen, mark down, reduce, slash: 
(lower the volume) abate, diminish, quieten, tone 
down, turn down. 3 abase, belittle, debase, 
degrade, demean, discredit, disgrace, humble, 
humiliate. 


lower’ = Lour. 

lowland /'ləvlənd/ noun (usually in plural) low. 
lying country. @adjective of or in lowland. 
o lowlander noun. 

lowly adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 humble. 2 unpreten- 
tious. o lowliness noun. 

m 1 base, humble, insignificant, little known, low, 

low-born, meek, modest, obscure, unimportant. 2 

see ORDINARY. 


loyal /'lotal/ adjective 1 (often + to) faithful. 2 
steadfast in allegiance etc. o loyally adverb. 
loyalty noun ( plural -ies). 

m committed, constant, dedicated, dependable, 

devoted, dutiful, faithful, honest, patriotic, 

reliable, sincere, stable, staunch, steadfast, 

Steady, true, trustworthy, archaic or jocular trusty, 

unswerving, unwavering. o loyalty allegiance, 

constancy, dedication, dependability, devotion, 
duty, faithfulness, fealty, fidelity, honesty, 
patriotism, reliability, staunchness, 
steadfastness, trustworthiness. 


loyalist noun 1 person remaining loyal to legit- 
imate sovereign etc. 2 (Loyalist) supporter of 
union between Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland. o loyalism noun. 

lozenge /‘lozmd3/ noun 1 rhombus. 2 small 
sweet or medicinal tablet to be dissolved in 
mouth. 3 lozenge-shaped object. 

LP abbreviation long-playing (record). 

LSD abbreviation lysergic acid diethylamide, a 
powerful hallucinogenic drug. 

Lt. abbreviation 1 Lieutenant. 2 light. 

Ltd. abbreviation Limited. 

lubber /‘laba/ noun clumsy fellow, lout. 

lubricant /‘lu:brikent/ noun substance used to 
reduce friction. 

lubricate /‘lu:brikert/ verb (-ting) 1 apply oil, 
grease, etc. to. 2 make slippery. o lubrication 
noun, 


| E grease, oil. 


lubricious /lu:'brifas/ adjective 4 slippery, 
evasive. 2 lewd. o lubricity noun. 

lucerne /lu:'ss:n/ noun alfalfa. 

lucid /‘lu:sid/ adjective 1 expressing or expressed 
clearly. 2 sane. o lucidity /-'std-/ noun. lucidly 
adverb. 

luck noun 1 chance as the bringer of good or 
bad fortune. 2 circumstances brought by this. 3 
success due to chance. { 

n 1, 2 accident, chance, coincidence, destiny, fate, 

fluke, fortune, serendipity. 3 break, good fortune, 

happiness, Prosperity, success. 


ss adjective unlucky; ending in failure. 


ji -ier, -lest) 1 having good luck. 2 
jucky adler good luck. 3 bringing good luck. 
i cky dip tub containing articles from which 
E s chooses at random. o luckily adverb. 

A blessed, favoured, fortunate, successful. 2 
Secidental, appropriate, chance, fluky, fortuitous, 
happy, opportune, providential, timely, 
unintentional, unplanned, welcome. 3 
advantageous, auspicious. 


lucrative /lu:kratrv/ adjective profitable. o lu- 
cratively adverb. 
lucre /‘lu:ke/ noun derogatory financial gain. 


ludicrous [lu:dikras/ adjective absurd, ridicu- 
lous, laughable. a ludicrously adverb. ludi- 
crousness Noun. 


ludo /‘lu:dau/ noun board game played with dice 
- and counters. 


lug verb (-gg-) 1 drag or carry with effort. 2 pull 
hard. o noun 1 hard or rough pull. 2 colloquial 
ear. 3 projection on object by which it may be 
carried, fixed in place, etc. 


luggage /‘lagid3/ noun suitcases, bags, etc., for 
traveller's belongings. 


u baggage, bags, belongings, gear, impedimenta, 
paraphernalia, things. 


lugger /‘laga/ noun small ship with 4-cornered 
sails (lugsails). 


lugubrious /lu'gu:bries/- adjective doleful. 
Olugubriously adverb. lugubriousness noun. 


lukewarm /lu:k'wo:m/ adjective 1 moderately 
warm, tepid. 2 unenthusiastic. 


u 1 room temperature, tepid, warm. 2 apathetic, 
cool, half-hearted, indifferent, unenthusiastic. 
lull verb 1 soothe; send to sleep. 2 (usually + into) 
deceive (person) into undue confidence. 3 allay 
(suspicions etc.). 4 (of noise, storm, etc.) lessen, 
fall quiet. @ noun temporary quiet period. 
m verb 1,3 calm, hush, pacify, quell, quieten, 
Soothe, subdue, tranquillize. © noun break, calm, 


delay, gap, halt, hiatus, interlude, interruption, 


interval, lapse, colloquial let- A 
rest, silence. loquial let-up, pause, respite, 


lullaby /‘Ialabar i i 
| noun (plural -ies) soothin 
Song to send child to see n k 


lumbago /lam' i 
bergau/ noun rh tic pain in 
muscles of lower boxe, keine 


lu "i ; 

Bice! I'lamba/ adjective of lower back. 

font ar puncture withdrawal of spinal fluid 
ower back for diagnosis. 


lu > P 
pea lamba/ noun 1 disused and cumber- 
Usually x es. 2 partly prepared timber. @ verb 1 
slow Reo) encumber (person). 2 move in 
for trans y Way. 3 cut and prepare forest timber 
TS u lumberjack person who fells 
Where ihe lumber. lumber-room room 
ings in disuse are kept. 


D 


luckless | luncheon 


m noun 1 bits and pieces, clutter, jumble, junk, 
litter, odds and ends, rubbish, ant Maha 
elephants. 2 beams, boards, planks, timber, wood. 
@ verb 1 see BURDEN verb. 2 blunder, move 
clumsily, shamble, trudge. 


lumen /‘lu:men/ noun SI unit of luminous flux. 


luminary [‘lu:mmeri/ noun (plural -ies) 4 liter- 
ary natural light-giving body. 2 wise person. 3 
celebrated member of group. 
luminescence flu:mr'nes(a)ns/ noun emis- 
sion of light without heat. o luminescent adjec- 
ve. 


luminous /‘lu:mmes/ adjective 1 shedding light. 
2 phosphorescent; visible in darkness. o lumi- 
nosity /-'nos-/ noun. 

u bright, glowing, luminescent, lustrous, 

phosphorescent, radiant, literary refulgent, 

Shining. 


lump' noun 1 compact shapeless mass. 2 tumour, 
swelling, bruise. 3 heavy ungainly person etc. 
overb (usually + together etc.) class, mass. 
o lump sugar sugar in small lumps or cubes. 
lump sum sum including number of items or 
paid down all at once. 
a noun 1 ball, bar, bit, block, cake, chunk, clod, 
clot, cube, dollop, slang gob, gobbet, hunk, ingot, 
mass, nugget, piece, slab, wad, wedge. 2 boil, 
bulge, bump, carbuncle, cyst, excrescence, 
growth, hump, knob, node, nodule, protrusion, 
protuberance, spot, swelling, tumescence, 
tumour. © verb (lump together) see COMBINE 1. 


lump? verb colloquial (in contrast with like) put 
up with ungraciously. 

lumpish adjective 1 heavy, clumsy. 2 stupid. 

lumpy adjective (-ier, -iest) full of or covered 
with lumps. u lumpily adverb. lumpiness noun. 

lunacy /‘lu:nesi/ noun (plural-ies) 1 insanity. 2 
great folly. 

1 delirium, dementia, derangement, frenzy, 

hysteria, illogicality, insanity, madness, mania, 

psychosis, unreason. 2 see STUPIDITY. 


lunar /‘lu:na/ adjective of, like, concerned with, 
or determined by the moon. u lunar module craft 
for travelling between moon and orbiting space- 
craft. lunar month period of moon’s revolution, 
(in general use) 4 weeks. 

lunate /‘lu:nett/ adjective crescent-shaped. 

lunatic /‘lu:natik/ noun 1 insane person. 2 
wildly foolish person. © adjective 1 insane. 2 very 
reckless or foolish. 

n noun colloquial crackpot, crank, slang loony, 

madman, madwoman, maniac, slang nutcase, 

slang nutter, psychopath, psychotic. @ adjective 1 

see MAD 1.2 see FOOLISH. 


lunation /lu:'nerJ(@)n/_ noun interval between 
new moons, about 29% days. 

lunch noun midday meal. @ verb 1 take lunch. 2 
provide lunch for. 


luncheon /‘lantS(e)n/ noun formal lunch. 
luncheon voucher voucher issued to 


lung | Lycra 


employees and exchangeable for food at restaur- 
ant etc. 
lung noun either of pair of respiratory organs in 
humans and many other vertebrates. 
lunge noun 1 sudden movement forward. 2 
attacking move in fencing. @verb (-ging) 
(usually + at) 1 deliver lunge. 2 make lunge. 
m verb 1 jab, stab, strike, thrust. 2 charge, dash, 
dive, lurch, plunge, pounce, rush, spring, throw 
oneself. 


lupin /‘lu:pm/ noun cultivated plant with long 
tapering spikes of flowers. 
lupine /‘lu:pam/ adjective of or like wolves. 
lupus /‘lu:pas/ noun inflammatory skin disease. 
lurch’ noun stagger; sudden unsteady move- 
mentor tilt. @ verb stagger; move unsteadily. 
m verb heave, lean, list, lunge, pitch, plunge, reel, 
roll, stagger, stumble, sway, totter. 


lurch? noun o leave in the lurch desert (friend 
etc.) in difficulties. 


| u o leave in the lurch see ABANDON verb 1. 


lurcher /'ls:tfə/ noun crossbred dog, usually 
working dog crossed with greyhound. 

lure verb (-ring) 1 (usually + away, into) entice. 2 
recall with lure. © noun 1 thing used to entice. 2 
enticing quality (of chase etc.). 3 falconer’s 
apparatus for recalling hawk. 

m verb allure, attract, bait, charm, coax, decoy, 

draw, entice, induce, inveigle, invite, lead on, 

persuade, seduce, tempt. 


lurid /'ljvərıd/ adjective 1 bright and glaring in 
colour. 2 sensational, shocking. 3 ghastly, wan. 
Gluridly adverb. 
u 1 bright, gaudy, glaring, glowing, striking, vivid. 
2 see SENSATIONAL 1. 


lurk verb 1 linger furtively. 2 lie in ambush. 3 
(usually + in, about, etc.) hide, esp. for sinister 
purpose. 4 (as lurking adjective) latent. 
| m 1-3 crouch, hide, lie in wait, lie low, prowl, skulk. 
tht 


luscious /‘laSas/ adjective1 richly sweet in taste 
or smell. 2 voluptuously attractive. 

m 1 appetizing, delectable, delicious, juicy, 

mouth-watering, rich, succulent, sweet, tasty. 


lush! adjective luxuriant and succulent. 
lush? noun slang alcoholic, drunkard. 


lust noun 1 strong sexual desire. 2 (usually + 
Jor, of ) passionate desire for or enjoyment of. 3 
Sensuous appetite seen as sinful. © verb (usually 
+ after, for) have strong or excessive (esp. sexual) 
desire. n lustful adjective. lustfully adverb. 

m noun 1, 3 carnality, formal concupiscence, 
desire, lasciviousness, lechery, libido, 
licentiousness, passion, sensuality, sexuality. 2 
appetite, craving, greed, hunger, itch, longing. 

O lustful carnal, formal concupiscent, erotic, 
lascivious, lecherous, lewd, libidinous, licentious, 

on heat, passionate, randy, salacious, sensual, 

Sexy, colloquial turned on. 
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lustre /‘lasta/ noun (US luster) 4 gloss, Shining 
surface. 2 brilliance, splendour. 3 iridescent 
glaze on pottery and porcelain. u lustrous adjec- 
tive. 

@ o lustrous burnished, glazed, gleaming, 

glossy, metallic, polished, reflective, shiny. 


lusty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 healthy and strong. 
2 vigorous, lively. o lustily adverb. 

lute’ /lu:t/ noun guitar-like instrument with long 
neck and pear-shaped body. 

lute? /lu:t/ noun clay or cement for making joints 
airtight. © verb (-ting) apply lute to. 

lutenist /‘lu:tanist/ noun lute-player. 

Lutheran /‘lu:6aran/ noun 1 follower of Martin 
Luther. 2 member of Lutheran Church. @ adjec- 
tive of Luther, the doctrines associated with him, 
or the Protestant Reformation. o Lutheranism 
noun, 

lux /laks/ noun (plural same) SI unit of illumin- 
ation. 

luxuriant /lag'zjvartent/ adjective 1 growing 
profusely. 2 exuberant. 3 florid. o luxuriance 
noun. luxuriantly adverb. 


USAGE Luxuriant is sometimes confused with 
luxurious. 


u 1 dense, green, lush, rank, thick, verdant. 1, 2 
abundant, ample, copious, exuberant, fertile, 
flourishing, opulent, literary plenteous, plentiful, 
profuse, prolific, rich, teeming, thriving. 3 see 
ORNATE. 


luxuriate /lag'zjuarieit/ verb (-ting) (+ in) take 
self-indulgent delight in; enjoy as luxury. 

luxurious /lag'zjuaries/ adjective 1 supplied 
with luxuries. 2 very comfortable. 3 fond of 
luxury. o luxuriously adverb. 


USAGE Luxurious is sometimes confused with 
luxuriant. 

@ 1,2 comfortable, costly, expensive, extravagant, 
grand, lavish, magnificent, opulent, colloquial 
plush, colloquial posh, rich, splendid, sumptuous. 
3 hedonistic, pampered, self-indulgent, sybaritic, 
voluptuous. 


luxury /‘lakSart/ noun (plural -ies) 1 choice or 
costly surroundings, possessions, etc.; luxuri- 
ousness. 2 thing giving comfort or enjoyment but 
inessential © adjective comfortable, expensive, 
etc. 
m noun 1 affluence, comfort, ease, enjoyment, 
extravagance, grandeur, hedonism, indulgence, 
magnificence, opulence, pleasure, 
self-indulgence, splendour, sumptuousness, 
voluptuousness. 2 extravagance, indulgence, 
pleasure. 


LV abbreviation luncheon voucher. 


lychee /'lartfı/ noun (also litchi, lichee) 1 sweet 
wis Juicy brown-skinned fruit. 2 tree bearing 
S. 


lych-gate = LICH-GATE. 


Lycra /‘latkra/ noun proprietary term elastic 
polyurethane fabric. 


water made alkaline with wood 
tye Nasl noun fatine solution for washing. 
2 nt participle of iE". @ adjective deceit- 
ve noun telling lies. i 
1 ective colloquial crooked, deceitful, 
is ara dishonest, double-dealing, 
See TOUS, false, hypocritical, insincere, on 
dup dacious, misleading, perfidious, unreliable, 
mee S ratorthy, untruthful. © noun deceit, 
mesas dishonesty, duplicity, falsehood, 
pee hypocrisy, mendacity, perfidy, perjury, 
prevarication. 
fiunf/ noun 1 colourless fluid from tissues 
lyme’ ant amg white blood cells. 2 this fluid 
cnet trk/ adjective 4 of, secreting 
ic /ium'feettk/ adjective 1 of, h 
ats ph: 2 (of person) pale, flabby. 
u lymphatic system vessels carrying lymph. 
lynch /imtf/ verb put (person) to death by mob 
action without legal trial. o lynching noun. 


lye | lyricist 


lynx [lmks/ noun (plural same or -es) wild cat 
with short tail, spotted fur, and proverbially 
keen sight. 


lyre /lata/ noun ancient U-shaped musical 
stringed instrument. 

lyric /‘irtk/ adjective 4 (of poetry) expressing 
writer's emotion, usually briefly. 2 (of poet) 
writing in this way. 3 meant or fit to be sung, 
songlike. @ noun 1 lyric poem. 2 (in plural) 
words of song. 

lyrical adjective 1 lyric. 2 resembling, or using 
language appropriate to, lyric poetry. 3 collo- 
quial highly enthusiastic. o lyrically adverb. 

@ 1, 2 emotional, expressive, impassioned, 
inspired, melodious, musical, poetic, rapturous, 
thapsodic, sweet, tuneful. 3 emotional, 
enthusiastic, impassioned, rapturous, rhapsodic. 


lyricism /lmrısız(ə)m/ noun quality of being 
lyrical. 


lyricist /'lrısıst/ noun writer of lyrics. 


M' noun (also m) (Roman numeral) 1,000. 

MW? abbreviation (also M.) 1 Master. 2 Monsieur. 3 
motorway. 4 mega-. 

m abbreviation (also m.) 1 male; masculine. 2 
married. 3 mile(s). 4 metre(s). 5 million(s). 6 
minute(s). 7 milli-. 

MA abbreviation Master of Arts. 

ma /ma:/ noun colloquial mother. 

ma’am /mæm/ noun madam (esp. used in 
addressing royal lady). 

mac noun (also mack) colloquial mackintosh. 

macabre /ma‘ka:br/ adjective gruesome, grim. 

m eerie, fearsome, frightful, ghoulish, grim, grisly, 

grotesque, gruesome, morbid, colloquial sick, 

unhealthy, weird. 


macadam /mə'kædəm/ noun 1 broken stone as 
material for road-making. 2 tarmacadam. 
o macadamize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing). 


macaroni /mzke'rauni/ noun pasta tubes. 


macaroon /mezks'ru:n/ noun biscuit made of 
ground almonds etc. 


macaw /ma‘ko:/ noun kind of parrot. 


mace’ noun staff of office, esp. symbol of 
Speaker's authority in House of Commons. 


mace? noun dried outer covering of nutmeg as 
spice. 

macédoine /mezsidwa:n/ noun mixture of 
fruits or vegetables, esp. cut up small. 


macerate /‘messreit/ verb (-ting) soften by 
soaking. o maceration noun. 


machete /ma'Jeti/ noun broad heavy knife used 
in Central America and W. Indies. 


machiavellian /mzkia'velian/ adjective un- 
scrupulous, cunning. 


machinate /‘mzkmeit, 'mæf-/ verb lay plots; 
intrigue. o machination /-ne1S(2)n/ noun. 


machine /mə'fi:n/ noun 1 apparatus for apply- 
ing mechanical power, having several interre- 
lated parts. 2 aircraft. 3 bicycle, motorcycle, etc. 
4 computer. 5 controlling system of an organiza- 
tion. @ verb (-ning) make or operate on with 
machine. o machine-gun automatic gun giving 
continuous fire. machine-readable in form that 
computer can process. machine tool mechanic- 
ally operated tool. 
a noun 1 apparatus, appliance, contraption, 
contrivance, device, engine, gadget, implement, 
instrument, mechanism, motor, robot, tool. 5 
machinery, organization, system. 


machinery noun (plural -ies) 1 machines. 2 
mechanism. 3 organized system. 4 means 
arranged. 


m 1 apparatus, equipment, gear, machines, plant. 
3, 4 constitution, means, method, organization, 
procedure, structure, system. 


machinist noun person who works machine. 
machismo /mə'kızməv/ noun being macho; 
masculine pride. 
macho ['mætfəu/ adjective aggressively mascu- 
ine. 
macintosh = MACKINTOSH. 
mack = mac. 


mackerel /'mækr(ə)l/ noun (plural same or *S) 
edible sea fish. o mackerel sky sky dappled with 
rows of small fleecy white clouds. 


mackintosh /'mækmtof/ noun (also mac- 
intosh) 1 waterproof coat or cloak. 2 cloth water- 
proofed with rubber. 


l m 1 anorak, colloquial mac, raincoat, waterproof. 


macramé /mə'kra:mı/ noun 1 art of knotting 
cord or string in patterns. 2 work so made. 


macrobiotic /mækrəvbar'ntık/adjectiveofdiet 
intended to prolong life, esp. consisting of 
wholefoods. 


macrocosm /'mækrəvkoz(ə)m/ noun 1 uni- 
verse. 2 whole of a complex structure. - 
mad adjective (-dd-) 1 insane; frenzied. 2 wildly 
foolish. 3 infatuated; enthusiastic. 4 colloquial 
angry, annoyed. o madcap adjective wildly 
impulsive. @ oun reckless person. madhouse 
1 colloquial confused uproar. 2 archaic mental 
home or hospital. madman, madwoman mad 
person. 0 madly adverb. madness noun. 
| m 1 slang batty, berserk, slang bonkers, certified, 
slang crackers, crazed, crazy, daft, delirious, 
demented, deranged, disordered, distracted, 
colloquial dotty, eccentric, fanatical, frantic, 
frenzied, hysterical, insane, irrational, slang loony, 
lunatic, maniacal, manic, colloquial mental, 
moonstruck, non compos mentis, slang nutty, 
colloquial off one's head, out of one’s mind, 
possessed, slang potty, psychotic, colloquial 
round the bend, slang screwy, colloquial touched, 
unbalanced, unhinged, unstable, wild. 2 see 
FOOLISH, ABSURD. 3 See INFATUATED, ENTHUSIASTIC. 
4see ANGRY 1.0 madman, madwoman 
colloquial crackpot, crank, slang loony, lunatic, 
maniac, slang nut, slang nutcase, slang nutter, 
psychopath, psychotic. n madness delirium, 
dementia, derangement, eccentricity, folly, 
foolishness, frenzy, hysteria, idiocy, illogicality, 
insanity, lunacy, mania, mental illness, psychosis, 
stupidity, unreason. 


madam /‘mzdam/ noun 4 polite formal address 
to woman. 2 colloquial conceited or precocious 
girl or young woman. 3 woman brothel-keeper- 
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me /mə'da:m/ noun (plural Mesdames 
Meera) title used of or to French-speaking 


woman. 

madden verb 1 make mad. 2 irritate. o mad- 
‘ dening adjective. 3 
a 1 craze, derange, unhinge. 2 anger, drive crazy, 
enrage, exasperate, excite, incense, inflame, 
infuriate, irritate, colloquial make (person) see red, 
provoke, colloquial send (person) round the bend, 


vex. 


madder /'mædə/ noun 1 herbaceous climbing 
plant. 2 red dye from its root. 3 synthetic substi- 
tute for this dye. 


made past & past participle of MAKE. 


Madeira /mə'dıərə/ noun 1 fortified wine from 
Madeira. 2 (in full Madeira cake) kind of sponge 
cake. 


Mademoiselle /mzdemwe'zel/ noun (plural 
Mesdemoiselles /meidm-/) title used of or to 
unmarried French-speaking woman. 


made up adjective (made-up before noun) 1 
invented; not true. 2 wearing make-up. 3 (of 
meal) already prepared. 4 (of road) surfaced. 


Madonna /me'dona/ noun 1 (the Madonna) the 
Virgin Mary. 2 (madonna) picture or statue of 
her. 


madrigal /‘mzdrig(2)l/ noun part-song for 
several voices, usually unaccompanied. 


maelstrom /‘meilstram/ noun great whirlpool. 


maestro /'maistrau/ noun (plural maestri 
/-stri/ or -s) eminent musician, esp. teacher or 
conductor. 


Mafia /'mæfiə/ noun organized international 
group of criminals. 


Mafioso /mezfi'susau/ noun (plural Mafiosi 
/-s1/) member of the Mafia. 


mag noun colloquial magazine. 


magazine /mege'zi:n/ noun 1 periodical pub- 
| lication containing contributions by various 
writers. 2 chamber containing cartridges fed 
| automatically to breech of gun. 3 similar device 
| ìn slide projector etc. 4 store for explosives, 
| arms, or military provisions. 

a 1 colloquial book, comic, journal, monthly, . 

Periodical, publication, quarterly, weekly. 4 
ammunition dump, armoury, arsenal, storehouse. 


magenta /ma‘d3enta/ noun 1 shade of crimson. 
aniline dye of this colour. 


maggot l'mægət/ noun larva, esp. of bluebottle. 
maggoty adjective. 


Magi /‘merdsar 
/ plural noun (the Magi) the ‘wise 
men from the East’ in the Gospel. s 


adic I'meed3tk/ noun’ 1 art of influencing 
ee supernaturally. 2 conjuring tricks. 3 
plicable influence. @ adjective 1 of magic. 2 


€nchantin, y f 
form of slide Wordem O magic lantern sump 


B 


Madame | magneto 


@ noun 1 black magic, charms, enchantment, 
incantations, necromancy, occultism, sorcery, 
spells, voodoo, witchcraft, witchery, wizardry. 2 
conjuring, hocus-pocus, illusion, legerdemain, 
sleight of hand, trickery, tricks. @ adjective 1 
conjuring, magical, miraculous, mystic, 
necromantic, supernatural. 2 bewitching, 
charming, enchanting, entrancing, magical, 
spellbinding. 


magical adjective 4 of magic. 2 resembling, 
or produced as if by, magic. 3 wonderful, 
enchanting. o magically adverb. f 

magician /mea‘d3i1S(e)n/ noun 1 person skill 
in magic. 2 conjuror. 

m 1 enchanter, enchantress, magus, 

necromancer, sorcerer, archaic warlock, witch, 

witch-doctor, wizard. 2 conjuror, illusionist, formal 

prestidigitator. 


magisterial /mæd3r'strərrəl/ adjective 1 im- 
perious. 2 authoritative. 3 of a magistrate. Í 
magistracy /'mædzıstrəsı/ noun (plural -ies) | 
1 magisterial Office. 2 magistrates. i 
magistrate /'mædzıstrert/ noun civil officer fi 
administering law, esp. one trying minor $ 
offences etc. : $ 

f 


magnanimous /mæg'nænməs/ adjective 
nobly generous; not petty in feelings or conduct. 
o magnanimity /-nə'nım-/ noun. Í 

magnate /'mægnert/ noun person of wealth, f 
authority, etc. f 

magnesia /mæg'ni:fə/ noun 1 magnesium j 
oxide. 2 hydrated magnesium carbonate, used as 
antacid and laxative. l 

magnesium /mzg'ni:ziom/ noun silvery 
metallic element. 

magnet /‘mzgnit/ noun 1 piece of iron, steel, 
etc., having properties of attracting iron and of 
pointing approximately north when suspended. 
2 lodestone. 3 person or thing that attracts. 

magnetic /mzg'netik/ adjective 1 having prop- 
erties of magnet. 2 produced or acting by magnet- 
ism. 3 capable of being attracted by or acquiring 
properties of magnet. 4 very attractive. o mag- 
netic field area of influence of magnet. magnetic 
north point indicated by north end of compass 
needle. magnetic storm disturbance of earth’s 
magnetic field. magnetic tape coated plastic | 
strip for recording sound or pictures. | 

u 4 alluring, attractive, bewitching, captivating, 

charismatic, charming, compelling, engaging, 

enthralling, entrancing, fascinating, hypnotic, 

inviting, irresistible, seductive, spellbinding. 


magnetism /'meegnitiz(a)m/ noun 1 magnetic 
phenomena; science of these. 2 personal charm. 
u 2 allure, appeal, attractiveness, charisma, 
charm, fascination, irresistibility, lure, power, pull, 
seductiveness. 


magnetize /‘mzgnitarz/ verb (also -ise) (zing 
or -sing) 1 make into magnet. 2 attract like 
magnet. o magnetization noun. 


magneto /mzg'ni:tau/ noun (plural-s) electric 


magnificent | maintenance 


generator using permanent magnets (esp. for 
ignition in internal-combustion engine). 
magnificent /mzg'nifis(a)nt/ adjective 1 splen- 
did; imposing. 2 colloquial excellent. 0 mag- 
nificence noun. magnificently adverb. 
u 1 awe-inspiring, beautiful, distinguished, fine, 
colloquial glorious, gorgeous, grand, grandiose, 
great, imposing, impressive, majestic, noble, 
opulent, colloquial posh, regal, resplendent, rich, 
spectacular, splendid, stately, sumptuous, superb. 
2 see EXCELLENT. 


magnify /‘mzgnifat/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 make 
(thing) appear larger than it is, as with lens 
(magnifying glass) etc. 2 exaggerate. 3 intensify. 
4archaic extol. o magnification noun. 
u 1 colloquial blow up, enlarge. 2 blow up out of 
proportion, dramatize, exaggerate, heighten, 
inflate, make too much of, maximize, overdo, 
overestimate, overstate. 3 amplify, augment, blow 
| up, enlarge, expand, increase, intensify. 


magnitude /‘mzgnitju:d/ noun 1 largeness, 
size. 2 importance. 
| a 1 bigness, enormousness, extent, greatness, 
| immensity, size. 2 consequence, importance, 
significance, weight. 


magnolia /mzg'naulie/ noun 1 kind of flower- 
ing tree. 2 very pale pinkish colour ofits flowers. 

magnum /‘mzgnem/ noun (plural -s) wine 
bottle twice normal size. 

magpie /‘megpai/ noun 1 crow with long tail 
and black and white plumage. 2 chatterer. 3 
indiscriminate collector. 

magus /'meigas/ noun (plural magi /merd3at/) 
4 priest of ancient Persia. 2 sorcerer. 

Magyar /‘mzgja:/ noun 1 member of the chief 
ethnic group in Hungary. 2 their language. 
© adjective of this people. 

maharaja = /mazhe'ra:d3e/_ noun (also 
maharajah) historical title of some Indian 
princes. 

maharanee /ma:hə'ra:nı/ noun (also 
maharani) (plural -s) historical maharaja’s wife 
or widow. 

maharishi /ma:hə'rıfı/ noun (plural -s) great 
Hindu sage. 

mahatma /mə'hætmə/ noun (in India etc.) 
revered person. 

mah-jong /ma:'d3nn/ noun (also -jongg) origin- 
ally Chinese game played with 136 or 144 pieces. 

mahogany /mə'hogənı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
reddish-brown wood used for furniture etc. 2 
colour of this. 

mahout /ma‘haut/ noun elephant driver. 


maid noun 1 female servant. 2 archaic girl, 
young woman. o maidservant female servant. 
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maiden /'merd(ə)n/ noun 1 archaic girl; young 
unmarried woman. 2 Cricket maiden over. 
© adjective 1 unmarried. 2 (of voyage, speech by 
MP, etc.) first. omaidenhair delicate kind of 
fern. maiden name woman's surname before 
marriage. maiden over Cricket over in which no 
runs are scored. o maidenhood noun. maidenly 
adjective. 


mail’ noun 1 letters etc. conveyed by post. 2 the 
post. © verb send by mail. o mail order purchase 
of goods by post. 


n noun correspondence, letters, parcels, post. 
© verb dispatch, forward, post, send. 
mail? noun armour of metal rings or plates. 
maim verb cripple, mutilate. 


a cripple, disable, hamstring, handicap, 
incapacitate, lame, mutilate, wound. 


main adjective chief, principal. © noun 1 prin- 
cipal channel for water, gas, etc., or (usually in 
plural) electricity. 2 (in plural) domestic electri- 
city supply as distinct from batteries. 3 archaic 
high seas. in the main mostly, on the whole. 
main clause Grammar clause forming complete 
sentence (see panel at CLAUSE). mainframe 1 
central processing unit of large computer. 2 large 
computer system. mainland continuous extent 
of land excluding neighbouring islands etc. 
mainmast principal mast. mainsail lowest sail 
or sail set on after part of mainmast. mainspring 
4 principal spring of watch or clock. 2 chief 
motive power etc. mainstay chief support. main- 
stream prevailing trend of opinion, fashion, etc. 
u adjective basic, biggest, cardinal, central, chief, 
critical, crucial, dominant, dominating, essential, 
first, foremost, fundamental, greatest, largest, 
leading, major, most important, outstanding, 
paramount, predominant, pre-eminent, prevailing, 
primary, prime, principal, special, strongest, 
supreme, top, vital. 


mainly adverb mostly; chiefly. 

u above all, as a rule, chiefly, especially, 
essentially, first and foremost, generally, in the 
main, largely, mostly, normally, on the whole, 
predominantly, primarily, principally, usually. 


maintain /mem'tem/ verb 1 keep up; keep 
going. 2 keep in repair. 3 support. 4 assert as 
rue. 
@ 1 carry on, continue, hold to, keep going, keep 
up, perpetuate, persevere in, persist in, preserve, 
retain, colloquial stick at, sustain. 2 care for, keep 
in good condition, look after, service, take care of. 
3 feed, keep, pay for, provide for, stand by, support. 
4 affirm, allege, argue, assert, formal aver, claim, 
contend, declare, insist, proclaim, profess, state, 
uphold. 


maintenance /'memtənəns/ noun 1 main- 


Main clause 
See panel at CLAUSE. 


fe 
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aot P intained. 2 provision ofenough 
ing, being maintaine 
ta Support life. 3 alimony. — 
4 care, conservation, looking after, 
reservation, repairs, servicing, upkeep. 2, 3 
mony, allowance, contribution, keep, 
tence, support. 


ali 
subsis 


jolica /mə'jolrkə/ noun (also majolica) kind 
mi decorated Italian earthenware. 
isonette /merza'net/ noun 1 flat on more 
ian one floor. 2 small house. 
maize noun 1 N. American cereal plant. 2 cobs 
or grain of this. 
Maj. abbreviation Major. 
majestic /mə'dzestik/ adjective stately and dig- 
nified; imposing. 0 majestically adverb. 
n august, awe-inspiring, awesome, dignified, 
elevated, exalted, colloquial glorious, grand, 
grandiose, imperial, imposing, impressive, kingly, 
lofty, lordly, magisterial, magnificent, 
monumental, noble, pompous, princely, queenly, 
regal, royal, splendid, stately, striking, sublime. 


majesty /'mæd3ıstı/ noun ( plural -ies) 1 stateli- 
ness of aspect, language, etc. 2 sovereign power. 
3 (His, Her, Your Majesty) title used of or to sover- 
eign or sovereign’s wife or widow. 

a 1 awesomeness, dignity, glory, grandeur, 

kingliness, loftiness, magnificence, nobility, 

pomp, royalty, splendour, stateliness, sublimity. 


majolica = MAIOLICA. 


major /'me1d3ə/ adjective 4 greater or relatively 
great in size etc. 2 unusually serious or signific- 
ant. 3 Music of or based on scale having semitone 
next above third and seventh notes. 4 of full legal 
age. © noun 1 army officer next below lieutenant 
colonel. 2 person of full legal age. 3 US student’s 
main subject or course. 4 US student of this. 
© verb (+ in) US study or qualify in as a major. 
Omajor-domo /-‘'deumau/ (plural -s) house- 
Steward. major-general army officer next below 
lieutenant general. 

m adjective 1 bigger, chief, considerable, 

extensive, greater, important, key, larger, leading, 

main, outstanding, principal, significant. 2 critical, 

Crucial, grave, important, serious, significant, vital. 


majority /ma'dspriti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
(usually + of) greater number or part. 2 number 
eo winning vote exceeds next. 3 full legal 


meee Majority should strictly be used of a 

peple r of people or things, as in the majority of 
ya » and not of a quantity of something, as in 
majority of the work. 

ns ae lion's share, mass, preponderance; (be in 
A yority) see DOMINATE 2. 3 adulthood, coming 

ge, manhood, maturity, womanhood. 

m 5 

eee (king; past & past participle made) 1 

substance e, create, esp. from parts or other 
cais E 2 compel. 3 bring about; give rise to. 

chan R become or seem. 5 (usually + into) 

8e. 6 appoint. 7 write; compose. 8 constitute; 


b 


maiolica | make 


amount to. 9 undertake; perform. 10 
acquire, obtain as result. 11 prepare bl ay 
sumption or use. 12 proceed. 13 colloguial arrive 
at or in time for. 14 colloquial manage to attend. 
15 colloquial achieve place in. 16 establish, 
enact. 17 consider to be; estimate as. 18 secure 
success or advancement of. 19 accomplish. 20 
become. 21 represent as. 22 form in the mind. 
@noun 1 origin of manufactured goods; brand. 
2 way thing is made. o make believe pretend. 
make-believe @ noun pretence. © adjective pre- 
tended. make do (often + with) manage (with 
substitute etc.). make for 1 tend to result in. 2 
proceed towards. make friends (often + with) 
become friendly. make good 1 compensate for. 
2 repair. 3 succeed in an undertaking. make it 1 
colloquial succeed in reaching, esp. in time. 2 
colloquial be successful. 3 (usually + with) slang 
have sexual intercourse (with). make money 
acquire wealth. make off depart hastily. make 
off with steal; carry away. make out 1 discern. 2 
understand.’3 assert; pretend. 4 write out; fill 
in. 5 colloquial progress. make over 1 transfer 
possession of (thing) to person. 2 refashion 
(garmentetc.). makeshift (serving as) temporary 
substitute or device. make up 1 put together; 
prepare. 2 invent (story). 3 apply cosmetics (to). 
4 act to overcome (deficiency). 5 complete. 6 be 
reconciled. 7 (+ for) compensate for. make-up 
noun 1 cosmetics. 2 similar preparation used as 
disguise by actor. 3 person's temperament etc. 4 
composition. make up one’s mind decide. make- 
weight small quantity added to make full weight. 
on the make colloquial intent on gain. 
u verb 1 assemble, build, compose, construct, 
contrive, craft, create, devise, erect, fabricate, 
fashion, forge, form, frame, invent, make up, 
manufacture, mass-produce, originate, produce, 
put together, colloquial think up; (make clothes) 
knit, run up, sew, weave; (make an effigy) carve, 
cast, model, mould, sculpt, shape. 2 coerce, 
compel, constrain, force, induce, oblige, order, 
pressurize, prevail on, require. 3 literary beget, 
bring about, cause, create, engender, generate, 
give rise to, initlate, originate, produce, provoke, 
result in. 4 render. 5 alter, change, convert, modify, 
transform, turn. 6 appoint, elect, nominate, ordain. 
7 compile, compose, create, devise, draw up, 
write. 8 add up to, amount to, come to, constitute, 
total. 9 (make a curtsy) carry out, do, execute, 
perform, undertake; (make a speech) deliver, 
present, pronounce, utter. 10 acquire, earn, gain, 
get, obtain, procure, receive, win. 11 concoct, 
cook, US colloquial fix, prepare. 46 arrange, 
codify, decide on, devise, enact, establish, fix, 
formulate, write. 19 accomplish, achieve, arrive at, 
attain, getto, reach, score, win. 20 become, change 
into, grow into, turn into. @ noun 1 brand, kind, 
model, sort, type, variety. 0 make believe see 
IMAGINE 1. make-believe © noun dream, fantasy, 
play-acting, pretence, self-deception, unreality. 
© adjective fanciful, feigned, imaginary, made up, 
mock, colloquial pretend, pretended, sham, 
simulated, unreal. make good 1 see COMPENSATE 
2. 3 see PROSPER. make off see DEPART 1,2. make 
off with see STEAL verb 1. make out 2 see 
UNDERSTAND 1. makeshift emergency, 
improvised, provisional, stopgap, temporary. 


maker | mama 


make up 2 see INVENT 2. 7 (make up for) see 
COMPENSATE 2. make up one’s mind see DECIDE 


1. 
(Ee eee 
maker noun person who makes, esp. (Maker) 


God. 
| n architect, author, builder, creator, director, 


manufacturer, originator, producer. 


making noun (in plural) 1 earnings, profit. 2 
essential qualities for becoming. ube the 
making of ensure success of. in the making in 
the course of being made. 


malachite /'mæləkart/ noun green mineral 
used for ornament. 

maladjusted /mælə'dzastıd/ adjective (of 
person) unable to cope with demands of social 
environment. o maladjustment noun. 
| m disturbed, neurotic, unbalanced. 


maladminister /mzled'mmista/ verb manage 
badly or improperly. o maladministration noun. 


maladroit /mælə'drərt/ adjective bungling, 
clumsy. 


malady /'mælədı/ noun (plural -ies) ailment, 
disease. 


malaise /mo'leiz/ noun feeling of illness or 
uneasiness. 


malapropism /‘mzlapropiz(2)m/ noun com- 
ical confusion between words. 


malaria /ma'learta/ noun fever transmitted by 
mosquitoes. o malarial adjective. 


Malay /mə'le1/ noun 1 member of a people pre- 
dominating in Malaysia and Indonesia. 2 their 
language. © adjective of this people or language. 


malcontent /‘mezlkentent/ noun discontented 
person. © adjective discontented. 


male adjective 1 of the sex that can beget off- 
spring by fertilizing. 2 (of plants or flowers) con- 
taining stamens but no pistil. 3 of men; 
masculine. 4 (of parts of machinery) designed to 
enter or fill corresponding hollow part. © noun 
male person or animal. 
n adjective 3 manly, masculine, virile. © noun 
slang bloke, boy, colloquial chap, colloquial fellow, 
gentleman, colloquial guy, colloquial lad, man. 


malediction /mzlrdikf(e)n/ noun curse. 
O maledictory adjective. 


malefactor /'mælfæktə/ noun criminal: evil- 
doer. o malefaction /-'feekJ(a)n/ noun. 
j u criminal, delinquent, evildoer, lawbreaker, 


| offender, villain, wrongdoer. 


malevolent /mə'levələnt/ adjective wishing 
evil to others. o malevolence noun. 


malformation /mzlfo:'merf(2)n/ noun faulty 
formation. o malformed /-'fo:md/ adjective. 


malfunction /mel'fankJ(a)n/ noun failure to 
function normally. @ verb function faultily. 


malice /'mælıs/ noun ill will; desire to do harm. 
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a animosity, slang bitchiness, bitterness, 
cattiness, enmity, hatred, hostility, ill will, 
malevolence, maliciousness, malignity, nastiness, 
rancour, spite, spitefulness, vengefulness, 
venom, viciousness, vindictiveness. 


malicious /me'lifes/ adjective given to or 
arising from malice. o maliciously adverb. mati- 
ciousness noun. 

n slang bitchy, bitter, catty, evil, hateful, 

ill-natured, malevolent, malignant, mischievous, 

nasty, rancorous, revengeful, sly, spiteful, 

vengeful, venomous, vicious, villainous, 

vindictive, wicked. 


malign /ma'lam/ adjective 1 injurious. 2 malig- 
nant. 3 malevolent. © verb speak ill of; slander, 
o malignity /ma'ligniti/ noun. 

malignant /mə'lıgnənt/ adjective 1 (of disease) 
very virulent. 2 (of tumour) spreading; recur- 
ring; cancerous. 3 feeling or showing intense ill 
will. o malignancy noun. 

a 1, 2 dangerous, deadly, destructive, fatal, 

harmful, injurious, life-threatening, poisonous, 

terminal, uncontrollable, virulent. 3 see MALICIOUS. 


malinger /mə'lmgə/ verb pretend to be ill, esp. 
to escape duty. 0 malingerer noun. 

mall /mæl, mo:1/ noun 1 sheltered walk. 2 shop- 
ping precinct. 

mallard /‘mzla:d/ noun (plural same) kind of 
wild duck. 

malleable /'mzlrab(e)1/ adjective 1 that can be 
shaped by hammering. 2 pliable. o malleability 
noun. 


u 1 ductile, plastic, pliable, soft, tractable, 
workable. 2 see PLIABLE 2. 


mallet /‘melit/ noun 1 hammer, usually of 
wood. 2 implement for striking croquet or polo 
ball. 


mallow /‘mzleu/ noun flowering plant with 
hairy stems and leaves. 

malmsey /'ma:mzı/ noun a strong sweet wine. 

malnutrition /mzlInju:'trif(a)n/ noun lack of 
foods necessary for health. 


u archaic famine, hunger, starvation, 
undernourishment. 


malodorous’ /mzl'suderas/ adjective evil- 
smelling. 

malpractice /mzl'prektis/ noun improper, 
negligent, or criminal professional conduct. 

malt /mo:lt/ noun 1 barley or other grain pre- 
pared for brewing etc. 2 colloquial malt whisky. 
© verb convert (grain) into malt. o malted milk 
drink made from dried milk and extract of malt. 
malt whisky whisky made from malted barley. 

Maltese /mo:I'ti:z/ noun native, national, orlan- 
guage of Malta. © adjective of Malta. o Maltese 
cross one with equal arms broadened at ends. 

maltreat /mæl'tri:t/ verb ill-treat. n maltreat 
ment noun. : 

mama /ma'ma:/ noun (also mamma) colloquial 
mother. 


J 
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mamba /'meemba/ noun venomous African 


snake. 

mamma = MAMA. 

al /mæm(ə)l/ noun animal of class 

mang mit to feed young. O mammalian 
/-merlren/ adjective. 

mammary /‘meemert/ adjective of breasts. 

Mammon /'mæmən/ noun wealth regarded as 
god or evil influence. 

mammoth /‘mzme0/ noun large extinct ele- 
phant. © adjective huge. 

man noun (plural men) 1 adult human male. 2 
human being; person. 3 the human race. 4 
employee, workman. 5 (usually in plural) 
soldier, sailor, etc. 6 suitable or appropriate 
person. 7 husband. 8 colloquial boyfriend. 9 
human being of specified type. 10 piece in chess, 
draughts, etc. © verb (-nn-) supply with person(s) 
for work or defence. o manhole opening giving 
person access to sewer, conduit, etc. man-hour 
work done by one person in one hour. manin the 
street ordinary person. man-made artificial, 
synthetic. man-of-war warship. manpower 
number of people available for work or military 
service. manservant (plural menservants) 
male servant. mantrap trap set to catch esp. tres- 
passers. 

n noun 1 see MALE NOUN. 2 see PERSON 1.3 see 

MANKIND. © verb crew, provide staff for, staff. 

o man-made artificial, imitation, manufactured, 

processed, simulated, synthetic, unnatural. 


manacle /‘mznek(s)1/ noun (usually in plural) 
handcuff. © verb (-ling) put manacles on. 


manage /'mznid3/ verb (-ging) 1 organize; 
regulate. 2 succeed in achieving; contrive. 3 
succeed with limited resources; cope. 4 succeed 
in controlling. 5 cope with. 6 be able to spare 
(money, time, etc.). o managing director direc- 
tor with executive control or authority. o man- 
ageable adjective. 
a 1 administer, be in charge of, command, 
Conduct, control, direct, dominate, govern, head, 
lead, look after, mastermind, operate, organize, 
Oversee, preside over, regulate, rule, run, 
Superintend, supervise, take care of, take contro! 
of. 2 accomplish, achieve, bring about, carry out, 
contrive, do, finish, get through, muddle through, 
Perform, succeed in, undertake. 3 cope, fend for 
Oneself, scrape by, shift for oneself, succeed, 
Survive. 4 control, dominate, govern, handle, 
manipulate, take control of. 5 contend with, cope 
with, deal with, handle. 6 afford, spare. 
manageable amenable, compliant, 
Controllable, docile, governable, obedient, 
Submissive, tame, tractable. 


. management 


being 


managed. 2 admi 
a business dministration. 3 people managing 


noun 1 managing, 


Terme ger noun 1 person controlling or adminis- 
ties of po ness etc. 2 person controlling activi- 
Person, team, etc. 3 person who manages 


Money etc, in speci = 
Idstarval/ adjestisn aet way. o managerial 


m 1 administrator, colloquial buss, chief, 
controller, director, executive, foreman, 
forewoman, slang governor, head, manageress, 
organizer, overseer, proprietor, proprietress, ruler, 
superintendent, supervisor. š 


manageress /mznid3e'res/ noun woman 
manager, esp. of shop, hotel, etc. 


mariana /mzen‘ja:na/ adverb & noun some time 
in the future. [Spanish] 

manatee /mezne'ti:/ noun large aquatic 
plant-eating mammal. 


Mancunian /mezn'kju:nren/ noun native of 
Manchester. © adjective of Manchester. 


mandarin /‘mzndarm/ noun 1 (Mandarin) offi- 
cial language of China. 2 historical Chinese offi- 
cial. 3 influential person, esp. bureaucrat. 4 (in 
full mandarin orange) tangerine. 

mandate /'mændert/ noun 1 official command. 
2 authority given by electors to government etc. 
3 authority to act for another. © verb (-ting) 
instruct (delegate) how to act or vote. 


mandatory /'mændətərı/ adjective 1 compul- 
sory. 2 of or conveying a command. 

m 1 compulsory, essential, necessary, needed, 

obligatory, required, requisite. 


mandible /'mændıb(ə)l/ noun 4 jaw, esp. lower 
one. 2 either part of bird’s beak. 3 either half of 
crushing organ in mouth-parts of insect etc. 

mandolin /mændə'lm/ noun kind of lute with 
paired metal strings plucked with a plectrum. 

mandrake /‘mzndrerk/ noun narcotic plant 
with forked root. 


mandrill /‘mzndri/ noun large W. African 
baboon. 


mane noun 1 long hair on horse's or lion’s neck. 
2 colloquial person’s long hair. 

manège /mz'nei3/ noun 1 riding-school. 2 
movements of trained horse. 3 horsemanship. 

maneuver US = MANOEUVRE. 

manful adjective brave, resolute. a manfully 
adverb. 

manganese /‘mzygani:z/ noun 1 grey brittle 
metallic element. 2 black oxide of this. 

mange /meind3/ noun skin disease of dogs etc. 

mangel-wurzel /‘mzng(2)! ws:z(s)l/ noun 
large beet used as cattle food. 

manger /‘memd3e/ noun eating-trough in 
stable. 

mangle’ /‘mzng(2)l/ verb (-ling) 1 hack, cut 
about; crush. 2 mutilate, spoil. 

n 1 butcher, cripple, crush, cut, damage, deform, 

disfigure, hack, injure, lacerate, maim, maul, ; 

mutilate, squash, tear, wound. 2 damage, mutilate, 

ruin, spoil, wreck. 


mangle? /‘mzeng(e)l/ noun machine with rollers 
for Tasai water out of washed clothes. @ verb 
(ling) put through mangle. 

mango /‘mzygavu/ noun (plural-es or -s) 1 trop- 
ical feat with yellowish flesh. 2 tree bearing it. 


mangold | manoeuvre 


mangold /‘mzng(2)ld/ noun mangel-wurzel. 


mangrove /‘mzngravv/ noun tropical seashore 
tree with many tangled roots above ground. 
mangy /‘memd31/ adjective (-ler, -iest) 1 having 
mange. 2 squalid, shabby. 
u 1 scabby. 2 dirty, filthy, moth-eaten, nasty, 
colloquial scruffy, shabby, slovenly, squalid, 
colloquial tatty, unkempt, wretched. 


manhandle verb (-ling) 1 colloquial handle 
roughly. 2 move by human effort. 

u 1 abuse, batter, beat up, ill-treat, knock about, 

maltreat, mistreat, misuse, slang rough up. 2 

carry, haul, heave, colloquial hump, lift, 

manoeuvre, pull, push. 


manhood noun 1 state of being a man. 2 manli- 
ness. 3 a man’s sexual potency. 4 men of a 
country. 
mania /‘memia/ noun 1 mental illness marked 
by excitement and violence. 2 (often + for) exces- 
sive enthusiasm, obsession. 
| m 1 see MADNESS (MAD). 2 craving, craze, 
| enthusiasm, fad, fetish, infatuation, obsession, 
passion, preoccupation, rage. 


maniac /‘memizk/ noun 1 colloquial person 
behaving wildly. 2 colloquial obsessive enthu- 
siast. 3 person suffering from mania. © adjec- 
tive of or behaving like maniac. o maniacal 
/me'natak(a)l/ adjective. 


moun 1,3 see MADMAN, MADWOMAN (MAD). 2 see 
ENTHUSIAST (ENTHUSIASM), FANATIC NOUN. 


manic /‘menik/ adjective of or affected by 
mania. o manic-depressive adjective relating to 
mental disorder with alternating periods of 
elation and depression. © noun person having 
such disorder. 


manicure /‘mznikjua/ noun cosmetic treat- 
ment of the hands. © verb (-ring) give manicure 
to. o manicurist noun. 


manifest /‘mznifest/ adjective clear to sight or 
mind; indubitable. © verb 1 make manifest. 2 
(manifest itself) reveal itself. © noun cargo or 
passenger list. omanifestation noun. mani- 
festly adverb. 

m adjective apparent, blatant, clear, conspicuous, 

discernible, evident, explicit, glaring, indubitable, 

noticeable, obvious, patent, plain, recognizable, 

undeniable, undisguised, visible. © verb 1 see 

SHOW verb 2,3;4. 


manifesto /mænr'festəu/ noun (plural -s) 
declaration of policies. 


| m declaration, platform, policy statement. 


manifold [‘menrfeuld/ adjective 1 many and 
various. 2 having various forms, applications, 
parts, etc. @ noun 1 manifold thing. 2 pipe etc. 
with several outlets. 

manikin /'mænıkm/ noun little man, dwarf. 

Manila /ma‘nila/ noun 1 strong fibre of Philip- 
pine tree. 2 (also manila) strong brown paper 
made of this. 


manipulate /ma'nipjuleit/ verb (-ting) 1 
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handle, esp. with skill. 2 manage to one’s own 
advantage, esp. unfairly. o manipulation noun, 
manipulator noun. 

u 1 control, handle, manage, operate, wield, work, 
2 control, direct, engineer, exploit, guide, handle, 
influence, manage, manoeuvre, orchestrate, steer, 


manipulative /ma'nipjuletiv/ adjective tending 
to exploit a situation, person, etc., for one’s own 
ends. 


mankind noun human species. 


u Homo sapiens, human beings, humanity, 
humankind, the human race, man, men and 
women, mortals, people. 


manly adjective (-ier, -iest) having qualities 
associated with or befitting a man. o manliness 
noun. 

n brave, chivalrous, gallant, heroic, macho, male, 

mannish, masculine, swashbuckling, virile. 


manna /'mænə/ noun food miraculously sup- 
plied to Israelites in wilderness. 


mannequin /‘mzntkm/ noun 1 fashion model. 
2 dummy for display of clothes. 


manner /'mænə/ noun 1 way thing is done or 
happens; style. 2 (in plural) social behaviour; 
polite behaviour. 3 outward bearing, way of 
speaking, etc. 4 kind, sort. 
m 1 approach, fashion, means, method, mode, 
procedure, process, style, technique, way. 2 
(manners) behaviour, breeding, civility, conduct, 
courtesy, decorum, etiquette, gentility, politeness, 
protocol, refinement, social graces. 3 air, aspect, 
attitude, bearing, behaviour, character, conduct, 
demeanour, deportment, disposition, look, literary 
mien. 4 genre, kind, sort, type, variety. 


mannered adjective 1 behaving in specified 
way. 2 showing mannerisms. 


mannerism noun 1 distinctive gesture or 
feature of style. 2 excessive use of these in art 
etc. < 


u 1 characteristic, habit, idiosyncrasy, peculiarity, 
quirk, trait. 


mannerly adjective well behaved, polite. 


mannish adjective 4 (of woman) masculine in 
appearance or manner. 2 characteristic of man 
as opposed to woman. 


manoeuvre /mə'nu:və/ (US maneuver) noun 
4 planned movement of vehicle or troops. 2 (in 
plural) large-scale exercise of troops etc. 3 agile 
or skilful movement. 4 artful plan. © verb (-ring) 
4 move (thing, esp. vehicle) carefully. 2 perform 
or cause to perform manoeuvres. 3 manipulate 
by scheming or adroitness. 4 use artifice. 0 man- 
oeuvrable adjective. 
a noun 1, 3 exercise, move, movement, operation. 
2 (manoeuvres) army exercise, operation, 
training. 4 device, dodge, gambit, intrigue, move, 
operation, plan, plot, ploy, ruse, scheme, 
stratagem, strategy, tactic, trick. © verb 1 guide, 
manipulate, move, navigate, negotiate, pilot, steer. 
3, 4 contrive, engineer, manipulate, plot, scheme. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
) 
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manor /'mænə/ noun 1 (also manor house) large 
country house with lands. 2 historical feudal 


adjective. 
mansard /‘mensa:d/ noun roof with 4 sloping 
sides, each of which becomes steeper halfway 
down. 


manse /mæns/ noun (esp. Scottish Presby- 
terian) minister’s house. 


mansion /‘mznJ(e)n/ noun 1 large grand house. 
2 (in plural) block of. flats. 


a 1 castle, chateau, manor, manor house, palace, 
| stately home, villa. 


manslaughter noun unintentional but not 
accidental unlawful killing of human being. 


mantel /'mænt(ə)l/ noun mantelpiece; mantel- 

shelf. o mantelpiece 1 structure above and 
around fireplace. 2 mantelshelf. mantelshelf 
shelf above fireplace. 


mantilla /men'tila/ noun Spanish woman's lace 
scarf worn over head and shoulders. 


mantis /'mæntıs/ noun (plural same or 
mantises) kind of predatory insect. 


mantle /‘mznt(a)l/ noun 1 loose sleeveless 
cloak. 2 covering. 3 fragile tube round gas jet 
to give incandescent light. © verb (-ling) clothe; 
conceal, envelop. 


u noun 1 cape, cloak, shawl, wrap. 2 cloak, 
covering, sheet, shroud. © verb see COVER verb 1. 
manual /'mænjvəl/ adjective of or done with 
hands. @noun 1 reference book. 2 organ key- 


board played with hands, not feet. o manually 
adverb. 


manufacture /mznju'feektfa/ noun 1 making 
of articles, esp. in factory etc. 2 branch of indus- 
try. @verb (-ring) 1 make, esp. on industrial 

ue. 2 invent, fabricate. co manufactured 

adjective. manufacturer noun. 

a verb 1 assemble, build, construct, create, 

fabricate, make, mass-produce, prefabricate, 

Process, put together, turn out. 2 see INVENT 2. 

O manufactured see MAN-MADE (MAN). 


manufacturer factory owner, industrialist, maker, 
Producer. 


manure /ma'njua/ noun fertilizer, esp. dung. 
© verb (-ring) treat with manure. 
a noun compost, dung, fertilizer, muck. 


manuscript /‘mznjuskript/noun book or docu- 
ment written by hand or typed, not printed. 
adjective written by hand. 
noun book, document, papers, script. 


Manx adjective of Isle of Man. o noun Celtic lan- 
guage of Isle of Man. a Manx cat tailless variety. 


prey men) adjective (more, most) numerous; 
nthe n number. @ noun (treated as plural) 1 
d finan or things. 2 (the many) the majority 


- ae 


manor | march 


u adjective abundant, assorted, copious, 
countless, diverse, frequent, innumerable, 
multifarious, literary myriad, numberless, 
numerous, profuse, colloquial umpteen, 
uncountable, untold, varied, various. 


Maori /‘maur/ noun (plural same or -s) 1 
member of aboriginal NZ race. 2 their language. 
© adjective of this people. 


map noun 1 flat representation of (part of) 
earth’s surface, or ofsky. 2 diagram. © verb(-pp-) 
represent on map. o map out plan in detail. 
map-read consult and interpret map. 


u noun chart, diagram, plan. 


maple /‘mem(s)l/ noun kind of tree. a maple 
leaf emblem of Canada. maple sugar sugar got 
by evaporating sap of some kinds of maple. 
maple syrup syrup got from maple sap or maple 
sugar. - 

maquette /mə'ket/ noun preliminary model or 
sketch. 


Mar. abbreviation March. 


mar verb (-rr-) spoil; disfigure. 
ua blight, blot, damage, deface, disfigure, harm, 
hurt, impair, ruin, spoil, stain, taint, tarnish, 
wreck. 


marabou /'mærəbu:/ noun (plural -s) 1 large 
W. African stork. 2 its down as trimming etc. 


maraca /mə'rækə/ noun clublike bean-filled 
gourd etc., shaken as percussion instrument. 


maraschino /mærə'ski:nəu/ noun (plural -s) 
liqueur made from cherries. o maraschino 
cherry one preserved in maraschino. 


marathon /'mærəb(ə)n/ noun 1 long-distance 
foot race. 2 long-lasting, esp. difficult, undertak- 
ing. 

maraud /me'ro:d/ verb 1 make raid. 2 pillage. 
o marauder noun. 


um o marauder bandit, buccaneer, invader, pirate, 
| plunderer, raider. 


marble /'ma:b(ə)l/noun 1 kind oflimestone used 
in sculpture and architecture. 2 anything of or 
like marble. 3 small ball of glass etc. as toy. 4 
(in plural; treated as singular) game played with 
these. 5(in plural) slang one’s mental faculties. 6 
(in plural) collection of sculptures. @ verb (-ling) 
(esp. as marbled adjective) give veined or mottled 
appearance to (esp. paper). 

marcasite /‘ma:kesait/ noun 1 crystalline iron 
sulphide. 2 crystals of this used in jewellery. 


March noun third month of year. o March hare 
hare in breeding season. 

march’ verb 4 walk in military manner or with 
regular paces. 2 proceed steadily. 3 cause to 
march or walk. @noun 1 act of marching. 2 
uniform military step. 3 long difficult walk. 4 
procession as demonstration. 5 (usually + of) 
progress, continuity. 6 piece of music suitable 
for marching to. Gmarch past ceremonial 
march of troops past saluting point. o marcher 
noun. 


march | marketable 


| mverb 1 file, pace, parade, step, stride, strut, troop, 
walk. © noun 1 cortège, march past, parade, 
procession. 4 colloquial demo, demonstration, 
procession. 5 see PROGRESS moun 4. 


march? noun historical 4 (often in plural) 
boundary. 2 tract of (often disputed) land 
between countries etc. 

marchioness /ma:fə'nes/ noun 1 marquess’s 
wife or widow. 2 woman holding rank of 
marquess. 

mare /meə/ noun female equine animal, esp. 
horse. a mare’s nest illusory discovery. 

margarine /moa:dzə'ri:n/ noun butter substitute 
made from edible oils etc. 

marge /ma:ds/ noun colloquial margarine. 

margin /‘ma:d3m/ noun 1 edge or border of 
surface. 2 plain space round printed page etc. 3 
amount by which thing exceeds, falls short, etc. 
o margin of error allowance for miscalculation 
or mischance. 

u 1 border, boundary, brink, edge, perimeter, 

periphery, rim, side, verge. 3 allowance, latitude, 

leeway, room, scope, space. 


marginal adjective 1 written in margin. 2 of or 
at edge. 3 (of constituency) having elected MP 
with small majority. 4 close to limit, esp. of 
profitability. 5 insignificant. 6 barely adequate. 
o marginally adverb. 

u 2 borderline, peripheral. 5 borderline, doubtful, 

insignificant, limited, minimal, negligible, 

peripheral, slight, small, unimportant. 


marginalize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 
make or treat as insignificant. o marginaliza- 
tion noun. 

marguerite /ma:go'ri:t/ noun ox-eye daisy. 

marigold /‘mzrigauld/ noun plant with golden 
or bright yellow flowers. 

marijuana /mzrrhwa:ne/ noun dried leaves 
etc. of hemp smoked as drug. 

marimba /ma'rmba/ noun 1 African and 
Central American xylophone. 2 orchestral 
instrument developed from this. 

marina /mə'ri:nə/ noun harbour for pleasure 
boats. 

marinade /merrneid/ noun mixture of wine, 
vinegar, oil, spices, etc., for soaking fish or meat. 
© verb (-ding) soak in marinade. 

marinate /‘mzrmert/ verb (-ting) marinade. 

marine /mə'ri:n/ adjective 1 of, found in, or pro- 
duced by, the sea. 2 of shipping. 3 for use at sea. 
@ noun 1 member of corps trained to fight on land 
or sea. 2 country’s shipping, fleet, or navy. 

mariner /‘merma/ noun seaman. 

marionette /merie'net/ noun puppet worked 
with strings. 

marital /‘meerit(e)l/ adjective of or between 
husband and wife; of marriage. 

| m conjugal, matrimonial, nuptial. 


maritime /‘mzritann/ adjective 1 connected 
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with the sea or seafaring. 2 living or found near 
the sea. 
marjoram /'ma:dgerem/ noun aromatic herb 
used in cookery. 
mark’ noun 1 visible sign left by person or thing; 
stain, scar, etc. 2 written or printed symbol. 3 
number or letter denoting conduct or profi- 
ciency. 4 (often + of) sign, indication. 5 lasting 
effect. 6 target; thing aimed at. 7 line etc. serving 
to indicate position. 8 (followed by numeral) par- 
ticular design of piece of equipment. © verb 1 
make mark on; distinguish with mark. 2 correct 
and assess (student’s work etc.). 3 attach price to. 
4notice, observe. 5 characterize. 6 acknowledge, 
celebrate. 7 indicate on map etc. 8 keep close to 
(opposing player) in games. 9 (in passive) have 
natural marks. ao mark down reduce price of. 
mark off separate by boundary. mark out 1 plan 
(course). 2 destine. 3 trace out (boundaries etc.). 
mark time 1 march on spot without moving 
forward. 2 await opportunity to advance. mark 
up increase price of. mark-up noun amount 
added to price by retailer for profit. 
u noun 1 blemish, blot, blotch, dent, dot, 
fingerprint, impression, line, marking, print, scar, 
scratch, scribble, smear, smudge, smut, splotch, 
spot, stain, streak, trace, vestige; (marks) graffiti, 
stigmata. 2 badge, brand, device, emblem, 
hallmark, label, seal, sign, stamp, standard, 
symbol, trade mark. 4 characteristic, feature, 
indication, indicator, marker, sign, token. © verb 1 
blemish, blot, brand, bruise, cut, damage, deface, 
dent, dirty, disfigure, draw on, mar, scar, scratch, 
scrawl over, scribble on, smudge, spot, stain, 
stamp, streak, tattoo, write on. 2 appraise, assess, 
correct, evaluate, grade, tick. 4 attend to, heed, 
listen to, mind, note, notice, observe, pay attention 
to, take note of, take to heart, watch. 


mark? noun Deutschmark. 

marked /ma:kt/ adjective 1 having a visible 
mark. 2 clearly noticeable. o markedly /-k1dli/ 
adverb. 

marker noun 1 thing that marks a position. 2 
person or thing that marks. 3 pen with broad felt 
tip. 4 scorer, esp. at billiards. 

market /‘ma:kit/ noun 1 gathering for sale of 
commodities, livestock, etc. 2 space for this. 3 
(often + for) demand for commodity etc. 4 place 
or group providing such demand. 5 conditions 
for buying and selling. 6 stock market. © verb 
(-t-) 1 offer for sale. 2 archaic buy or sell goods in 
market. o market garden place where vege- 
tables are grown for market. market place 1 
open space for market. 2 commercial world. 
market research surveying of consumers’ needs 
and preferences. market town town where 
market is held. market value value as saleable 
thing. on the market offered for sale. 0 market- 
ing noun. 

m noun 1 auction, bazaar, exchange, fair, mart, 

sale. 2 bazaar, market place, mart. @ verb1 

advertise, deal in, make available, merchandise, 

peddle, promote, retail, sell, tout, trade, trade in, 

vend. 


marketable adjective able or fit to be sold. 
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marking noun (usually in plural) 1 identifica- 
tion mark. 2 colouring of fur, feathers, etc. 

marksman /‘ma:ksmon/ (feminine marks- 
woman) noun skilled shot, esp. with rifle. 
o marksmanship noun. 


| a crack shot, gunman, sharpshooter, sniper. 
marl noun soil composed of clay and lime, used 
as fertilizer. 

marlinspike /‘ma:lmspatk/ noun pointed tool 
used to separate strands of rope or wire. 

marmalade /‘ma:məlerd/` noun preserve of 
oranges or other citrus fruit. 

Marmite /‘ma:matt/ noun proprietary. term 
thick brown spread made from yeast and vege- 
table extract. 

marmoreal /ma:'mo:riel/ adjective of or like 
marble. 

marmoset /‘ma:mazet/ noun small bushy- 
tailed monkey. s 

marmot /'ma:mət/ noun burrowing rodent with 
short bushy tail. 

marocain /'mærəkem/ noun fabric of ribbed 
crêpe. 

maroon! /ma'ru:n/ adjective & noun brownish- 
crimson. 

maroon? /ma'ru:n/ verb 1 put and leave ashore 
on desolate island or coast. 2 leave stranded. 


a abandon, desert, forsake, Isolate, leave, put 
ashore, strand. 


marquee /ma''ki:/ noun large tent. 
marquess /'ma:kwəs/ noun British nobleman 
ranking between duke and earl. 


marquetry /'ma:kıtrı/ noun inlaid work in 
wood etc. 


marquis /'ma:kwıs/ noun (plural -quises) 
oan nobleman ranking between duke and 
count. 


marquise /ma:ki:z/ noun 1 marquis’s wife or 
widow. 2 woman holding rank of marquis. 


marriage /'‘mzrid3/ noun 1 legal union of man 
and woman for the purpose of living together. 2 
act or ceremony establishing this. 3 particular 
matrimonial union. omarriage certificate, 
lines certificate stating that marriage has taken 
place. marriage guidance counselling of people 
with marital problems. 


= 1 matrimony, wedlock. 2 nuptials, wedding. 3 
Partnership, union. 


"manageable adjective free, ready, or fit for 


age. 
| u nubile, 


Marrow /'mærav/ noun 4 lar 
ge fleshy gourd, 
eked as vegetable. 2 bone marrow. 0 marrow- 
; ne bone containing edible marrow. marrow- 
at kind of large pea. : 
ett ['mærı/ verb (ies, -ied) 1 take, join, or 
in marriage. 2 enter into marriage. 3 (+ into) 


ome membe: i 
intimately. r of (family) by marriage. 4 unite 


marking | marvellous 


8 1 archaic espouse, join in matrimony, unite, wed. 


2 colloquial get hitched, usually formal or literary 
wed. 4 see UNITE 1. 


Marsala /ma:'sa:la/ noun dark sweet fortified 
wine. 


Marseillaise /ma:serjez/ noun French 
national anthem. 


marsh zoun low watery ground. a marsh gas 
methane. marshland land consisting of marshes. 
marsh mallow shrubby herb. marshmallow soft 
sweet made from sugar, albumen, gelatin, etc. 
o marshy adjective (-ier, -iest). 
u bog, fen, marshland, literary morass, mudflats, 
quagmire, saltings, salt marsh, slough, swamp, 
wetland. 


marshal /‘ma:f()l/ noun 1 (Marshal) high- 
ranking officer of state or in armed forces. 2 
officer arranging ceremonies, controlling pro- 
cedure at races, etc. © verb (-Il-) 1 arrange in due 
order. 2 conduct (person) ceremoniously. 
o marshalling yard yard in which goods trains 
etc. are assembled. 


u verb 1 arrange, assemble, collect, deploy, draw 
up, gather, group, line up, muster, organize, set out. 


marsupial /ma:'su:prel/ noun mammal giving 
birth to underdeveloped young subsequently 
carried in pouch. © adjective of or like a mar- 
supial. 

mart noun 1 trade centre. 2 auction-room. 3 
market. 


Martello tower /ma:telou/ noun small circu- 
lar coastal fort. 


marten /‘ma:tm/ noun weasel-like flesh-eating 
mammal with valuable fur; its fur. 

martial /‘ma:S(e)l/ adjective 1 of warfare. 2 
warlike. o martial arts fighting sports such as 
judo or karate. martial law military government 
with ordinary law suspended. 

8 1 fighting, military, soldierly. 2 aggressive, 

bellicose, belligerent, militant, pugnacious, 

warlike. 


Martian /'ma:J(@)n/ adjective of planet Mars. 
@ noun hypothetical inhabitant of Mars. 
martin /‘ma:tm/ noun bird of swallow family. 
martinet /ma:tr'net/ noun strict disciplinarian. 
Martini /ma:'ti:n1/ noun (plural-s)1 proprietary 
term type of vermouth. 2 cocktail of gin and ver- 
mouth. 
martyr /‘ma:ta/ noun 1 person who undergoes 
death or suffering for great cause. 2 (+ to) collo- 
quial constant sufferer from. @ verb 1 put to 
death as martyr. 2 torment. o martyrdom noun. 
marvel /'ma:v(ə)l/ noun 1 wonderful thing, 2 (+ 
of) wonderful example of. @ verb (-Il-; US -1-) (+ 
at, that) feel surprise or wonder. 
n noun 1 miracle, phenomenon, wonder. 2 
miracle, wonder. © verb (marvel at) admire, 
applaud, be amazed by, be astonished by, be 
surprised by, gape at, praise, wonder at. 


adjective (US 


marvellous /'ma:vələs/ 


Marxism | master 


marvelous) 1 astonishing. 2 excellent. o mar- 
vellously adverb. 

m 1 amazing, astonishing, astounding, 
breathtaking, extraordinary, colloquial incredible, 
miraculous, out of the ordinary, phenomenal, 
prodigious, remarkable, staggering, colloquial 
stunning, stupendous, surprising, unbelievable, 
wonderful, poetical wondrous. 2 admirable, 
excellent, exceptional, colloquial fabulous, 
colloquial fantastic, colloquial glorious, 
impressive, colloquial magnificent, colloquial out 
of this world, praiseworthy, colloquial sensational, 
spectacular, splendid, colloquial super, superb, 
colloquial terrific. 


Marxism /‘ma:ksiz(2)m/ noun doctrines of 
Marx, predicting common ownership of means 
of production. o Marxist noun & adjective. 


marzipan /'ma:zpæn/ noun paste of ground 
almonds, sugar, etc. 

mascara /mæs'ka:rə/ noun cosmetic for 
darkening eyelashes. 


mascot /‘mzskot/ noun person, animal, or 
thing supposed to bring luck. 


masculine /‘meskjulm/ adjective 1 of men. 2 
manly. 3 Grammar belonging to gender includ- 
ing words for most male people and animals. 
o masculinity /-‘Im-/ noun. 


u 1 male. 2 boyish, slang butch, gentlemanly, 
macho, male, manly, mannish, virile. 


maser /‘meiza/ noun device for amplifying or 
generating microwaves. 


mash noun‘ soft or confused mixture. 2 mixture 
of boiled bran etc. fed to horses. 3 colloquial 
mashed potatoes. © verb crush (potatoes etc.) to 
pulp. 


a verb beat, crush, grind, mangle, pound, pulp, 
pulverize, smash, squash. 


mask /ma:sk/ moun 1 covering for all or part of 
face, worn as disguise or for protection, or by 
surgeon etc. to prevent infection of patient. 2 res- 
pirator. 3 likeness of person’s face, esp. one made 
by taking mould from face. 4 disguise. © verb 1 
cover with mask. 2 conceal. 3 protect. 

u noun 1 cover, covering, screen, shield, visor. 4 

camouflage, cloak, cover, cover-up, disguise, 

façade, front, guise, screen, veil. @ verb 1, 2 blot 

out, camouflage, cloak, conceal, cover, disguise, 

hide, obscure, screen, shield, shroud, veil. 


masochism /‘mesekiz(9)m/ noun pleasure in 
suffering physical or mental pain, esp. as form of 
sexual perversion. o masochist noun. maso- 
chistic /-'kis-/ adjective. 


mason /'mets(a)n/ noun 1 person who builds 
with stone. 2 (Mason) Freemason. 


Masonic /mo'spnik/ adjective of Freemasons. 


masonry /‘meisenri/ moun 1 stonework; 
mason’s work. 2 (Masonry) Freemasonry. 


| m 1 bricks, brickwork, stone, stonework. 


masque /ma:sk/ noun musical drama with 
mime, esp. in 16th & 17th c. 
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masquerade /mesks'reid/ noun 1 false show; 
pretence. 2 masked ball. © verb (-ding) 1 appear 
in disguise. 2 assume false appearance. O mas- 
querader noun. 


mass’ noun 1 cohesive body of matter. 2 dense 
aggregation. 3 (in singular or plural; usually + 
of) large number or amount. 4 (usually + of) 
unbroken expanse (of colour etc.). 5 (the mass) 
the majority. 6 (the masses) ordinary people. 7 
Physics quantity of matter body contains. © verb 
4 gather into mass. 2 assemble into one body. 
o adjective of or relating to large numbers of 
people or things. o mass media means of com- 
munication to large numbers of people. mass 
production mechanical production of large 
quantities of standardized article. mass- 
produce verb. 
a noun 1,2 accumulation, agglomeration, 
aggregation, body, bulk, chunk, collection, 
concretion, conglomeration, dollop, heap, hoard, 
hunk, lot, lump, mound, mountain, pile, stack. 3 
abundance, collection, colloquial heap, usually 
derogatory horde, load, colloquial lot, mob, 
mountain, multitude, colloquial pile, profusion, 
quantity, sea, colloquial stack, swarm, throng, 
colloquial ton, volume. © verb 1 accumulate, 
aggregate, amass, collect, pile up. 2 assemble, 
collect, congregate, convene, flock together, 
gather, marshal, meet, mobilize, muster, rally. 
© adjective comprehensive, general, large-scale, 
popular, universal, wholesale, widespread. 
o mass media see COMMUNICATION 5. 


mass? noun (often Mass) 1 Eucharist, esp. in RC 
Church. 2 (musical setting of) liturgy used in 
this. 

massacre /'mæsəkə/ noun general slaughter. 
© verb (-ring) make massacre of. 


u verb annihilate, butcher, execute, kill, murder, 
slaughter, slay. 


massage /'mæsa:3/ noun kneading and 
rubbing of muscles etc., usually with hands. 
© verb (-ging) treat thus. 


| m verb knead, manipulate, rub. 


masseur /mæ's3:/ noun (feminine masseuse 
/mz2's3:z/) person who gives massage. 

massif /'mæsi:f/ moun mountain heights 
forming compact group. 

massive /‘mzsiv/ adjective 1 large and heavy or 
solid. 2 unusually large or severe. 3 substantial. 
o massively adverb. 

mast! /ma:st/ noun 1 upright to which ship’s 
yards and sails are attached. 2 tall metal struc- 
ture supporting radio or television aerial. 3 
flagpole. 


| m 2 aerial, pylon, transmitter. 3 see POLE’ 1. 


mast? /ma:st/ noun fruit of beech, oak, etc., esp- 
as food for pigs. 

mastectomy /mz'stektam1/ noun (plural-les) 
surgical removal of a breast. 

master /'ma:sta/ noun 1 person having control 
or ownership. 2 ship's captain. 3 male teacher. 4 
prevailing person. 5 skilled workman. 6 skilled 
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practitioner. 7 holder of university degree above 
bachelor’s. 8 revered teacher. 9 great artist. 10 
Chess etc. player at international level. 11 thing 
from which series of copies is made. 12 (Master) 
title prefixed to name of boy. @ adjective 1 com- 
manding; controlling others. 2 main, principal. 
o verb 1 overcome, conquer. 2 acquire complete 
knowledge of. 0 master key one opening several 
different locks. mastermind © noun person with 
outstanding intellect. overb plan and direct 
(enterprise). Master of Ceremonies person 
introducing speakers at banquet or entertainers 
at variety show. masterpiece 1 outstanding 
piece of artistry. 2 one’s best work. master 
switch switch controlling electricity etc. supply 
to entire system. 

u noun 1 colloquial boss, chief, employer, 
governor, head, keeper, leader, lord, overseer, 
owner, proprietor, ruler, taskmaster. 2 captain, 
skipper. 3 see TEACHER. 5, 6 ace, authority, expert, 
genius, maestro, mastermind, virtuoso. © verb 1 
break in, bridle, check, conquer, control, curb, 
defeat, dominate, get the better of, govern, 
manage, overcome, overpower, quell, regulate, 
repress, rule, subdue, subjugate, suppress, tame, 
triumph over, literary vanquish. 2 become expert 
in, colloquial get the hang of, grasp, have off pat, 
know, learn, learn by heart, understand. 

o mastermind 0 noun architect, brains, 
contriver, creator, engineer, expert, genius, 
intellectual, inventor, manager, originator, planner, 
prime mover. © verb carry through, conceive, 
contrive, devise, direct, engineer, execute, 
manage, organize, originate, plan, plot. 
masterpiece best work, chef-d'oeuvre, classic, 
colloquial hit, pièce de résistance. 


masterful adjective 1 imperious, domineering. 
2 very skilful. o masterfully adverb. 


USAGE Masterful is normally used of a person, 
whereas masterly is used of achievements, abil- 
ities, etc. 

u 1 see DOMINEERING (DOMINEER). 2 accomplished, 
adept, adroit, consummate, dexterous, expert, 
masterly, practised, proficient, skilful, skilled. 


masterly adjective very skilful. 
USAGE See note at MASTERFUL. 


l @ See MASTERFUL 2. 


mastery noun 1 control, dominance. 2 (often + 
of) comprehensive skill or knowledge. 


mastic /'mestik/ noun 1 gum or resin from 


Certain trees. 2 such t 
sealant tree. 3 waterproof filler and 


masticate /'mestikert/ verb (-ting) chew. 
ū mastication noun. 


mastiff /‘mzestif/ noun large strong kind of dog. 


mastodon ['mæstədon/ noun (plural same or 
~8) extinct animal resembling elephant. 


mastoid I'meestaid/ adjective shaped like 
Oman's breast. @noun 1 (in full mastoid 
Process) conical prominence on temporal bone. 


2 (usually in pl i 
mastoid, Plural) colloquial inflammation of 


masterful | material 


masturbate /'mæstəbert/ verb (-ting) produce 
sexual arousal (of) by manual stimulation of 
genitals. o masturbation noun. 


mat! noun 1 piece of coarse fabric on floor, esp. 
for wiping shoes on. 2 piece of material laid on 
table etc. to protect surface. © verb (-tt-) (esp. as 
matted adjective) bring or come into thickly 
ae State. don the mat slang being repri- 
manded. 


m verb (matted) dishevelled, knotted, tangled, 
uncombed, unkempt. 


mat? = marr. 


matador /'mætədə:/ noun bullfighter whose 
task is to kill bull. 


match!’ noun 1 contest, game. 2 person or thing 
equal to, exactly resembling, or corresponding to 
another. 3 correspondence. 4 marriage. 5 person 
viewed as marriage prospect. @ verb 1 (often as 
matching adjective) be equal; correspond. 2 be or 
find match for. 3 (+ against, with) place in con- 
flictor competition with. o matchboard tongued 
and grooved board fitting into others. match- 
maker person who arranges marriages or 
schemes to bring couples together. match point 
state of game when one side needs only one point 
to win match. match up (often + with) fit to form 
whole; tally. match up to be equal to. 
m noun. bout, competition, contest, duel, game, 
test match, tie, tournament, tourney. 2 
complement, counterpart, double, equal, 
equivalent, twin. 3 correspondence, fit, pair, 
similarity. 4 alliance, marriage, partnership, 
relationship, union. © verb 1 agree, accord, be 
compatible, be equal, be equivalent, be similar, be 
the same, blend, coincide, coordinate, correspond, 
fit, go, go together, harmonize, suit, tally, tie in, tone 
in; (matching) see SIMILAR. 2 combine, fit, join, link 
up, marry, mate, pair off, pair up, put together, team 
up. 


match? oun short thin piece of wood etc., tipped 
with substance that ignites when rubbed on 
rough or specially prepared surface. 0 match- 
box box for holding matches. matchstick stem 
of match. matchwood 1 wood suitable for 
matches. 2 minute splinters. 


matchless adjective incomparable. 


mate’ noun 1 companion, fellow worker. 2 collo- 
quial: form of address, esp. to another man. 3 each 
of a breeding pair, esp. of birds. 4 colloquial 
partner in marriage. 5 subordinate officer on 
merchant ship. 6 assistant to worker. © verb 
(-ting) come or bring together for breeding. 
a noun 1 associate, colloquial chum, collaborator, 
colleague, companion, comrade, often derogatory 
crony, friend, colloquial pal. 4 colloquial better half, 
companion, consort, helpmate, husband, partner, 
spouse, wife. 6 see ASSISTANT 1-2. @ verb become 
partners, copulate, couple, have intercourse, 
colloquial have sex, join, marry, pair up, unite, wed. 


mate? noun & verb (-ting) checkmate. 

material /mə'tərıəl/ noun 1 that from which 
thing is made. 2 cloth, fabric. 3 (in plural) things 
needed for activity. 4 person or thing of specified 


materialism | maunder 


kind or suitable for purpose. 5 (in singular or 
plural) information etc. for book etc. 6 (in singu- 
lar or plural) elements. © adjective 1 of matter. 2 
not spiritual. 3 of bodily comfort etc. 4 import- 
ant, relevant. 

u noun 1 matter, stuff, substance. 2 cloth, fabric, 
stuff, textile. 3 (materials) equipment, gear, 
resources, stuff, supplies, things. 5 content, data, 
facts, ideas, information, matter, notes, statistics, 
subject matter, substance. 6 (materials) 
components, constituents, elements, ingredients, 
parts. © adjective 1 concrete, corporeal, palpable, 
physical, solid, substantial, tangible. 2 see 
WORLDLY 1. 3 bodily, corporeal, physical. 


materialism noun 1 greater interest in ma- 
terial possessions and comfort than in spiritual 
values. 2 theory that nothing exists but matter. 
o materialist noun. materialistic /-‘lis-/ adjec- 
tive. 

materialize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 
become fact; happen. 2 colloquial appear, be 
present. 3 represent in or assume bodily form. 
o materialization noun. 


n 1 come to pass, happen, occur, take place. 2, 3 
appear, become visible, emerge, take shape, turn 
up. 


maternal /mə'ts:n(ə)l/ adjective 1 of or like a 
mother. 2 motherly. 3 related on mother’s side. 

maternity /mə'ts:nıtı/ noun 1 motherhood. 2 
motherliness. © adjective for women in preg- 
nancy or childbirth. 

matey adjective (also maty) (-tier, -tiest) famil- 
iar and friendly. o matily adverb. 

math noun US colloquial mathematics. 

mathematics /mæðə'mætıks/ plural noun 
(also treated as singular) science of space, 
number, and quantity. o mathematical adjec- 
tive. mathematician /-mə'tıf(ə)n/ noun. 

maths noun colloquial mathematics. 

matinée /‘mzitme!/ noun (US matinee) theat- 
rical etc. performance in afternoon. o matinée 
coat baby’s short coat. 

matins /‘mztmz/ noun (also mattins) morning 
prayer. 

matriarch /‘meitria:k/ noun female head of 
family or tribe. o matriarchal /-'a:k(ə)l/ adjec- 
tive. 

matriarchy /‘mettria:ki/ noun (plural -ies) 
female-dominated system of society. 

matrices plural of matrix. 


matricide /‘meitrisaid/ noun 1 killing of one’s 
mother. 2 person who does this. 


matriculate /mo'trikjulert/ verb (-ting) 1 admit 
(student) to university. 2 be thus admitted. 
o matriculation noun. 


matrimony /'mætrmənı/ noun marriage. 
o matrimonial /-'mauniel/ adjective. 


matrix /‘mertriks/ noun (plural matrices /-si:z/ 
or -es) 1 mould in which thing is cast or shaped. 
2 place etc. in which thing is developed. 3 rock 
in which gems etc. are embedded. 4 Mathematics 
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rectangular array of quantities treated as single 
quantity. 

matron /‘meitran/ noun 1 woman in charge of 
nursing in hospital. 2 married, esp. staid, 
woman. 3 woman nurse and housekeeper at 
school etc. 


matronly adjective like a matron, esp. portly or 
staid. 
matt adjective (also mat) dull; not shiny or 
glossy. 
matter /'mætə/ noun 1 physical substance. 2 
thing(s); material. 3 (the matter; often + with) 
thing that is amiss. 4 content as opposed to form; 
substance. 5 affair, concern. 6 purulent dis- 
charge. © verb (often + to) be of importance. ua 
matter of 1 approximately. 2 amounting to. 
matter of course natural or expected thing. 
matter-of-fact 1 prosaic, unimaginative. 2 
unemotional. no matter (+ when, how, etc.) 
regardless of. 
u noun 1, 2 material, stuff, substance. 3 difficulty, 
problem, trouble, upset, worry. 4 content, material, 
substance. 5 affair, business, concern, episode, 
event, fact, incident, issue, occurrence, question, 
situation, subject, thing, topic. 6 discharge, pus, 
suppuration, © verb be important, be of 
consequence, be significant, count, make a 
difference, mean something, signify. 
o matter-of-fact 1 see PROSAIC 2. 


matting noun fabric for mats. 
‘mattins = MATINS. 


mattock /'mætək/ noun tool like pickaxe with 
adze and chisel edge as ends of head. 


mattress /'mætrıs/ noun fabric case filled with 
soft or firm material or springs, used on or as 
bed. 

mature /mə'tfvə/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 fully 
developed; ripe. 2 adult. 3 careful, considered. 4 
(of bill etc.) due for payment. © verb (-ring) bring 
to or reach mature state. o maturity noun. 

m adjective 1 mellow, ready, ripe, seasoned. 2 

adult, advanced, experienced, full-grown, 

grown-up, nubile, sophisticated, well developed. 

© verb age, come to fruition, develop, grow up, 

mellow, ripen. o maturity adulthood, completion, 

majority, mellowness, perfection, readiness, 

ripeness. 


matutinal /mætjw'tam(ə)l/ adjective of or in 
morning. 

maty = MATEY. 

maudlin /'mə:dlm/ adjective weakly- senti- 
mental. ; 

maul /mo:]/ verb 1 injure by clawingetc. 2 handle 
roughly. 3 damage. © noun 1 Rugby loose scrum. 
2 brawl. 3 heavy hammer. 

m verb 1 claw, injure, lacerate, mangle, mutilate, 

paw, savage, wound. 2 knock about, colloquial 

manhandle, mistreat. 


maulstick /‘mo:lstik/ noun stick held to support 
hand in painting. 
maunder /'mə:ndə/ verb talk ramblingly. 
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'mo:ndi/ noun distribution of Maund: 
pauna vet ia minted for English pave 
eign to give to the poor on Maundy Thursday, 
Thursday before Easter. 
mausoleum /mo:se'li:am/ noun magnificent 
tomb. r 
mauve /məvv/ adjective & noun pale purple. 
maverick /‘mzverik/ noun 1 unorthodox or 
independent-minded person. 2 US unbranded 
calf etc. 
maw noun stomach of animal. 
mawkish /‘mo:k1S/ adjective feebly sentimental. 
omawkishly adverb. mawkishness noun. 


maxillary /mæk'sīlərı/ adjective of the jaw. 


maxim /'mæksım/ noun general truth or rule of 
conduct briefly expressed. 


maxima plural of MAXIMUM. 

maximal /'mæksım(ə)l/ adjective greatest pos- 
sible in size, duration, etc. 

maximize /‘mzksimaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) make as large or great as possible. 
o maximization noun. 


USAGE Maximize should not be used in standard 
English to mean ‘to make as good as possible’ or 
‘to make the most of’. 


n add to, augment, boost, build up, exaggerate, 
improve, increase, inflate, magnify, overdo, 
overstate. 


maximum /'mæksməm/ noun (plural 
maxima) highest possible amount, size, etc. 
© adjective greatest in amount, size, etc. 

m noun apex, ceiling, climax, extreme, highest 

point, peak, pinnacle, top, upper limit, zenith. 

© adjective biggest, extreme, full, fullest, greatest, 

highest, largest, maximal, most, peak, supreme, 

top, topmost, utmost, uttermost. 


May noun 1 fifth month of year. 2 (may) haw- 
thorn, esp. in blossom. o May Day 1 May as 
Spring festival or as international holiday in 
honour of workers. mayfly insect living briefly 
in spring as adult. maypole decorated pole 
ced round on May Day. May queen girl 
chosen to preside over May Day festivities. 
may auxiliary verb (3rd singular present may; 
past might /mait/) expressing possibility, permis- 
sion, request, wish, etc. abe that as it may 
although that is possible. 


USAGE Both can and may are used for asking 
permission, as in Can I move? and May I move?, 
but may is better in formal English because Can I 
move?also means ‘Am I physically able to move?’ 


maybe /'merbi:/ adverb perhaps. 


m conceivably, archai 
hee y. ic perchance, perhaps, 


vnavday ['merder/ noun international radio dis- 
SS signal. 


mayhem ['methem/ noun destruction, havoc. 


mayonnaise /meta'nerz/ noun 1 creamy dress- 


ing of oil i i 
with this’ egg yolk, vinegar, etc. 2 dish dressed 


Maundy | mean 


mayor /meə/ noun 1 head of corporation of city 
or borough. 2 head of district council with status 
of borough. o mayoral adjective. 


mayoralty /'meərəltı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
office of mayor. 2 period of this. 


mayoress /‘mearis/ noun 1 woman mayor. 2 
wife or official consort of mayor. 


maze noun 1 network of paths and hedges 
designed as puzzle; labyrinth. 2 confused 
network, mass, etc. 


u 1 labyrinth, network. 2 complex, confusion, 
tangle, web. 


mazurka /me'z3:ka/ noun 1 lively Polish dance 
in triple time. 2 music for this. 


MB abbreviation Bachelor of Medicine. 


MBE abbreviation Member of the Order of the 
British Empire. 

MC abbreviation 1 Master of Ceremonies. 2 Mili- 
tary Cross. 


MCC abbreviation Marylebone Cricket Club. 


MD abbreviation 4 Doctor of Medicine. 2 Man- 
aging Director. 


me! /mi:/ pronoun 1 used by speaker or writer 
to refer to himself or herself as object of verb. 2 
colloquial I. 


USAGE Some people consider it correct to use 
only It is I, but this is very formal or old- 
fashioned in mostsituations, and It is meis norm- 
ally quite acceptable. On the other hand, it is not 
standard English to say Me and him went rather 
than He and I went. 


me? /mi:/ noun (also mi) Music third note of scale 
in tonic sol-fa. 

mead noun alcoholic drink of fermented honey 
and water. 

meadow /‘medau/ noun 1 piece of grassland, 
esp. used for hay. 2 low ground, esp. near river. 
o meadowsweet a fragrant flowering plant. 


| m 1 field, paddock, pasture. 


meagre /'mi:ga/ adjective (US meager) scanty 
in amount or quality. 

n deficient, inadequate, insufficient, lean, mean, 

paltry, poor, puny, scanty, skimpy, slight, small, 

sparse, thin, unsatisfying. 


meal! noun 1 occasion when food is eaten. 2 the 
food eaten on one occasion. 0 meal ticket collo- 
quial source of income. 


a banquet, slang blow-out, collation, formal 
| repast, colloquial spread. 
meal? noun grain or pulse ground to powder. 


mealy adjective (-ier, -lest) of, like, or containing 
meal. o mealy-mouthed afraid to speak plainly. 


mean! verb (past & past participle meant 
/ment/) 1 have as one’s purpose or design. 2 
intend to convey or indicate. 3 (of word) have as 
equivalent in same or another language. 4 
involve. 5 portend. 6 (+ fo) be of specified signi- 
ficance to. 


mean | mechanical 


u 1 aim, desire, have in mind, hope, intend, plan, 
propose, purpose, want, wish. 2, 3 betoken, 
communicate, connote, convey, denote, drive at, 
express, hint at, imply, indicate, intimate, refer to, 
represent, say, show, signal, signify, specify, spell 
out, stand for, suggest, symbolize. 4 entail, 
involve, necessitate. 5 augur, betoken, foretell, 
herald, portend, presage, signal, spell. 


mean? adjective 1 niggardly; not generous. 2 
ignoble. 3 of low degree or poor quality. 4 mali- 
cious. 5 US vicious, aggressive. 0 meanness 
noun. 

u 1 beggarly, cheese-paring, close, close-fisted, 

illiberal, colloquial mingy, miserly, niggardly, 

parsimonious, penny-pinching, selfish, sparing, 
stingy, colloquial tight, tight-fisted, uncharitable, 
ungenerous. 2 base, churlish, contemptible, 
despicable, ignoble, shabby, shameful, 
small-minded, uncharitable. 3 base, derogatory 
common, humble, inferior, insignificant, low, lowly, 

miserable, poor, shabby, squalid, wretched. 4, 5 

callous, churlish, cruel, hard-hearted, 

ill-tempered, malicious, nasty, sneaky, spiteful, 
uncharitable, unkind, vicious. 


mean? noun 1 condition, quality, or course of 
action equally far from two extremes. 2 term 
midway between first and last terms of progres- 
sion. 3 quotient of the sum of several quantities 
and their number. @ adjective 1 (of quantity) 
equally far from two extremes. 2 calculated as 
mean. 


meander /mr'ændə/ verb 1 wander at random. 
2 wind about. © noun 1 (in plural) sinuous wind- 
ings. 2 circuitous journey. 


u verb 1 ramble, rove, wander. 2 snake, twist and 
turn, wind, zigzag. 


meaning noun 1 what is meant. 2 significance. 

@ adjective expressive; significant. o meaning- 

ful adjective. meaningfully adverb. meaningless 

adjective. meaninglessness noun. 
@ noun connotation, content, definition, 
denotation, drift, explanation, force, gist, idea, 
implication, import, importance, interpretation, 
message, point, purport, purpose, relevance, 
sense, significance, signification, substance, 
thrust, value. o meaningful deep, eloquent, 
expressive, meaning, pointed, positive, pregnant, 
relevant, serious, significant, suggestive, telling, 
tell-tale, weighty, worthwhile. meaningless 
absurd, empty, hollow, incomprehensible, 
incoherent, inconsequential, irrelevant, 
nonsensical, pointless, senseless, shallow, silly, 
vacuous, worthless. 


means plural noun 1 (often treated as singular) 
action, agent, device, or method producing 
result. 2 money resources. o means test inquiry 
into financial resources of applicant for assist- 
ance etc. 

@ 1 agency, channel, course, fashion, instrument, 

machinery, manner, medium, method, mode, 

process, way. 2 see WEALTH 1. 


meantime adverb meanwhile. @ noun inter- 
vening period. 


464 


meanwhile adverb 1 in the intervening time, 
2 at the same time. 


measles /'mi:z(ə)lz/ plural noun (also treated as 
singular) infectious viral disease with red rash, 


measly /'mi:zlı/ adjective (-ler, -iest) colloquial 
meagre, contemptible. 


measure /'me3ə/ noun 1 size or quantity found 
by measuring. 2 system or unit of measuring. 3 
vessel, rod, tape, etc., for measuring. 4 degree, 
extent. 5 prescribed extent or amount. 6 stand- 
ard serving as basis of evaluation, comparison, 
etc.; test, criterion. 7 (usually in plural) suitable 
action. 8 legislative enactment. 9 poetic metre. 
© verb (-ring) 1 find size, quantity, proportions, 
etc. of by comparison with known standard. 2 be 
of specified size. 3 estimate (quality etc.) by some 
criterion. 4 (often + off) mark (line etc. of given 
length). 5 (+ out) distribute in measured quan- 
tities. 6 (+ with, against) bring into competi- 
tion with. o measure up 1 take measurements 
(of). 2 (often + to) have necessary qualifications 
(for). o measurable adjective. 
a noun 1 amount, amplitude, dimension(s), 
extent, magnitude, measurement, quantity, range, 
scope, size. 2 standard, system, unit. 4 amount, 
degree, extent. 5 allocation, allowance, amount, 
extent, portion, quantity, quota, ration. 6 criterion, 
gauge, indication, standard, test, touchstone, 
yardstick. 7 action, course of action, expedient, 
means, procedure, step. 8 act, bill, law. © verb 1 
assess, calculate, calibrate, compute, count, 
determine, estimate, gauge, judge, mark out, 
meter, plumb (depth), quantify, rank, rate, reckon, 
survey, weigh. 3 assess, determine, estimate, 
evaluate, gauge, judge, rank, rate, reckon, weigh. 5 
(measure out) see DISPENSE 1. 0 measurable 
appreciable, considerable, perceptible, 
quantifiable, reasonable, significant. 


measured adjective 1 rhythmical. 2 (of lan- 
guage) carefully considered. 


measureless adjective not measurable; in- 
finite. 


measurement noun 1 measuring. 2 amount 
measured; size. 

m 1 assessment, calculation, evaluation, 

mensuration. 2 amount, amplitude, area, breadth, 

bulk, capacity, depth, dimension, distance, extent, 

height, length, magnitude, mass, measure, 

mileage, size, speed, time, volume, weight, width. 


meat noun 1 animal flesh as food. 2 (often + of) 
chief part. 

meaty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 full of meat; fleshy. 
2 of or like meat. 3 substantial, satisfying. 

Mecca /‘meka/ noun place one aspires to visit. 


mechanic /mrkænık/ noun person skilled in 
using or repairing machinery. 


| m engineer, technician. 


mechanical adjective 1 of, working, or pro- 
duced by, machines or mechanism. 2 (of person 
or action) automatic; lacking originality. 3 of 
mechanics asascience. o mechanically adverb. 


——————————————————————————— 
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n4 automated, automatic, machine-driven, 
technological. 2 automatic, cold, habitual, 
impersonal, inhuman, instinctive, lifeless, 
matter-of-fact, perfunctory, reflex, routine, : 
soulless, unconscious, unemotional, unfeeling, 
unimaginative, uninspired, unthinking. 


mechanics /mr'keentks/ plural noun (usually 
treated as singular) 1 branch of applied math- 
ematics dealing with motion. 2 science of 
machinery. 3 routine technical aspects of thing. 
i mechanism /'mekənız(ə)m/ noun 1 structure 
| or parts of machine. 2 system of parts working 
together. 3 process, method. 
mechanize /‘mekanaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) 1 introduce machines in. 2 make 
mechanical. 3 equip with tanks, armoured cars, 
etc. o mechanization noun. 
medal /'med(ə)l/ noun commemorative metal 
disc etc., esp. awarded for military or sporting 
prowess. 


n award, decoration, honour, medallion, prize, 
reward, trophy. 


medallion /mrdzljan/ noun 1 large medal. 2 
thing so shaped, e.g. portrait. 

medallist /'medəlıst/ noun (US medalist) 
winner of (specified) medal. 


l a champion, victor, winner. 


meddle /‘med(a)I/ verb (-ling) (often + with, in) 
interfere in others’ concerns. o meddler noun. 


u be a busybody, butt in, interfere, colloquial poke 
one's nose in, pry, colloquial snoop, tamper. 
| meddlesome adjective interfering. 
media plural of MEDIUM. 


USAGE It is a mistake to use media with a singu- 
lar verb, as in The media is biased. 


mediaeval = MEDIEVAL. 


medial /‘mi:dial/ adjective 1 situated in middle. 
2 of average size. 

median /'mi:dian/ adjective situated in the 
middle. © noun 1 straight line from angle of tri- 


angle to middle of opposite side. 2 middle value 
Ofseries, . 


| mediate /'mi:dieit/ verb (ting) act as 
| go-between or peacemaker. o mediation noun. 
mediator noun. 

m arbitrate, intercede, colloquial liaise, negotiate. 
O mediator arbiter, arbitrator, broker, conciliator, 
go-between, intercessor, intermediary, judge, 
liaison officer, middleman, moderator, negotiator, 
Peacemaker, referee, umpire. 


Medical /'medrk(e)l/ adjective of medicine in 
rsh en or as distinct Hs pce © noun collo- 
a mreaica examination. o medical certific- 
wen ificate of fitness or unfitness to work etc. 

cal examination examination to determine 
person's physical fitness. o medically adverb. 


medicament /mrdikemant/ noun substance 
Used in curative treatment. 


Medicate /‘medrkeit/ verb (-ting) 1 treat medic- 


ally. 2 impregnate with medicinal substance. 


medication /medr'kerf(ə)n/ noun 1 medicinal 
drug. 2 treatment using drugs. 

medicinal /mə'dısm(ə)l/ adjective (of sub- 
Stance) healing. 


m curative, healing, medical, remedial, restorative, 
therapeutic, 


medicine ['meds(ə)n/ noun 1 science or prac- 
tice of diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of 
disease, esp. as distinct from surgery. 2 sub- 
stance, esp. one taken by mouth, used in this. 
a medicine man witch-doctor. 
a 1 esp. archaic physic, treatment. 2 antidote, 
cure, dose, drug, medicament, medication, 
nostrum, panacea, esp. archaic physic, 
prescription, remedy, treatment. 


medieval /medr'i:v(ə)l/ adjective (also medi- 
aeval) of Middle Ages. 


mediocre /mi:dr'auka/ adjective 1 indifferent in 
quality. 2 second-rate. 

u 1 average, colloquial common or garden, 
commonplace, everyday, fair, indifferent, medium, 
middling, moderate, ordinary, passable, 
pedestrian, run-of-the-mill, colloquial so so, 
undistinguished, unexceptional, unexciting, 
uninspired, unremarkable, 2 amateurish, inferior, 
second-rate. 


mediocrity /mi:dr'okriti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
being mediocre. 2 mediocre person. 


meditate /‘mediteit/ verb (-ting) 1 engage in 
(esp. religious) contemplation. 2 plan mentally. 
o meditation noun. meditative /-tatrv/ adjective. 
u 1 be lostin thought, brood, cerebrate, cogitate, 
contemplate, deliberate, mull things over, muse, 
ponder, pray, reflect, ruminate, think. 2 chew over, 
consider, contemplate, ponder, turn over. 
o meditation cerebration, contemplation, 
deliberation, musing, prayer, reflection, 
rumination, thought. meditative brooding, 
contemplative, pensive, prayerful, rapt, reflective, 
ruminative, thoughtful. 


Mediterranean /medite'remren/ adjective of 
the sea between Europe and N. Africa, or the 
countries bordering on it. 


medium /‘mi:drem/ noun (plural media or -s) 1 
middle quality, degree, etc. between extremes. 
2 environment. 3 means of communication. 4 
physical material or form used by artist, com- 
poser, etc. 5 (plural -s) person claiming to com- 
municate with the dead. @ adjective 1 between 
two qualities etc. 2average. 0 medium-range (of 
aircraft, missile, etc.) able to travel medium dis- 
tance. 

u noun 1 average, centre, compromise, mean, 

middle, mid-point, norm. 3 agency, approach, 

channel, form, means, method, mode, vehicle, 

way; (the media) see COMMUNICATION 5. 5 

clairvoyant, seer, spiritualist. @ adjective average, 

intermediate, mean, medial, median, middle, 
middling, middle-sized, midway, moderate, 
normal, ordinary, standard, usual. 


medlar | melodrama 


medlar j'medlə/ noun 1 tree bearing fruit like 
apple, eaten when decayed. 2 such fruit. 


medley /‘medli/ noun (plural -s) varied 
mixture. 

medulla /mrdale/ noun 1 inner part of certain 
bodily organs. 2 soft internal tissue of plants. 
o medulla oblongata /obloy'ga:tə/ lowest part of 
brainstem. o medullary adjective. 


meek adjective humble and submissive or 
gentle. o meekly adverb. meekness noun. 
n acquiescent, compliant, deferential, docile, 
forbearing, gentle, humble, long-suffering, lowly, 
mild, modest, non-militant, obedient, patient, 
peaceable, quiet, resigned, retiring, self-effacing, 
shy, soft, spineless, submissive, tame, timid, 
tractable, unambitious, unassuming, 
unprotesting, weak, colloquial wimpish. 


meerschaum /'miesem/ noun 1 soft white 
clay-like substance. 2 tobacco pipe with bowl 
made from this. 


meet' verb( past & past participle met) 1 encoun- 
ter. 2 (of two or more people) come together. 3 be 
present at arrival of (person, train, etc.). 4 come 
into contact (with). 5 make acquaintance of. 6 
deal with (demand etc.). 7 satisfy (need etc.). 8 
(often + with) experience, receive. @noun 1 
assembly for a hunt. 2 assembly for athletics. 
u verb 1 colloquial bump into, chance upon, come 
across, confront, encounter, face, happen on, run 
across, run into, see. 2 assemble, collect, come 
together, congregate, convene, forgather, gather, 
muster, rally, rendezvous. 3 come and fetch, greet, 
pick up, rendezvous with, welcome. 4 abut, adjoin, 
come together, connect, converge, cross, 
intersect, join, link up, merge, touch, unite. 5 be 
introduced to, make the acquaintance of. 6, 7 
answer, comply with, deal with, fulfil, measure up 
to, observe, pay, satisfy, settle, take care of. 8 (meet 
with) encounter, endure, experience, face, go 
through, suffer, undergo. 


meet? adjective archaic fitting, proper. 


meeting noun 1 coming together. 2 coming into 
contact; junction. 3 assembly of esp. a society, 
committee, etc. 4 persons assembled. 5 race 

Meeting. 

! m 1 appointment, assignation, confrontation, 
colloquial date, encounter, engagement, 
rendezvous, archaic tryst. 2 confluence (of rivers), 
contact, convergence, crossing, crossroads, 
intersection, joining, junction, T-junction, union. 3, 
4 assembly, audience, board, cabinet, often 
derogatory caucus, committee, conclave, 
conference, congregation, congress, convention, 
council, forum, gathering, colloquial get-together, 
powwow, rally, seminar, synod. 


mega- combining form 1 large. 2 one million. 3 
slang extremely. 4 slang very big. 


megabyte /‘megabait/ noun 2” bytes (approx. 
1,000,000) as unit of computer storage. 

megalith /'megəl10/ noun large stone, esp. as 
prehistoric monument. o megalithic /-'l10-/ 
adjective. 
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megalomania /megələ'memıə/ noun 1 mental 
disorder producing delusions of grandeur, 2 
passion for grandiose schemes. uo megalo. 
maniac adjective & noun. 


megaphone /‘megafoun/ noun large funnel- 
shaped device for amplifying voice. 


megaton /‘megatan/ noun unit of explosive 
power equal to that of 1,000,000 tons of TNT. 


meiosis /marəusıs/ noun (plural meioses 

/-si:2/) 1 cell division resulting in gametes with 
half normal chromosome number. 2 ironical 
understatement. 


melamine /‘melami:n/ noun 1 crystalline com- 
pound producing resins, 2 plastic made from 
this. 

melancholia /melən'kəvlıə/ noun depression 
and anxiety. 


melancholy /'melənkəl/ noun 1 pensive 
sadness; depression. 2 tendency to this. © adjec- 
tive 1 sad. 2 depressing. o melancholic /-'kol:/ 
adjective. 
5 noun see SADNESS. © adjective 1 dejected, 
depressed, despondent, disconsolate, dismal, 
dispirited, colloquial down, downhearted, forlorn, 
gloomy, glum, joyless, low, lugubrious, 
melancholic, miserable, moody, morose, 
mournful, sad, sombre, sorrowful, unhappy, 
woebegone, woeful. 2 cheerless, depressing, 
dismal, dispiriting, gloomy, saddening. 


mélange /merlo 3/ noun mixture; medley. 
[French] 


mêlée /'meler/ noun (US melee) 1 confused fight 
or scuffle. 2 muddle. 


mellifluous /mr'iifluas/ adjective (of voice etc.) 
pleasing, musical. 


mellow /'melau/ adjective 1 (of sound, colour, 
light, or flavour) soft and rich; free from harsh- 
ness. 2 (of character) gentle. 3 genial. 4 mature. 
© verb make or become mellow. o mellowness 
noun. 
m adjective 1 rich, ripe, smooth, soft, sweet. 2, 3 
agreeable, amiable, comforting, cordial, genial, 
gentle, happy, jovial, kindly, peaceful, pleasant, 
reassuring, soft, subdued, warm. 4 aged, mature, 
ripe, ripened. © verb age, develop, mature, ripen, 
soften, sweeten. 


melodic /mr'lndik/ adjective 1 of melody. 2 
melodious. 


melodious /mrleudias/ adjective 1 of, produ- 
cing, or having melody. 2 sweet-sounding. 
u melodiously adverb. 
u dulcet, colloquial easy on the ear, euphonious, 
harmonious, lyrical, mellifluous, melodic, sweet, 
tuneful. 


melodrama /'meladra:ma/ noun 1 sensational 
play etc. appealing blatantly to emotions. 2 this 
type of drama. omelodramatic /-dre'met-/ 
adjective. 

m O melodramatic emotional, exaggerated, 

histrionic, overdone, overdrawn, over the top, 

sensationalized, sentimental, theatrical. 
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"meladi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 arrange- 

We e to make distinctive musical 

pattern. 2 tune. 3 principal part in harmonized 
music. 4 tunefulness. 


| 1-3 air, song, strain, subject, theme, tune. 


elon /‘melen/ noun sweet fleshy fruit of 
TE climbers of gourd family. 


melt verb1 becomeliquid or change from solid to 
liquid by action of heat. 2 dissolve. 3 (as molten 
‘ adjective) (esp. of metals etc.) liquefied by heat. 4 
(of person, feelings, etc.) soften; be softened. 5 
(usually + into) merge. 6 (often + away) leave 
unobtrusively. o melt down 1 melt (esp. metal) 
for reuse. 2 become liquid and lose structure. 
melting point temperature at which solid melts. 
melting pot place for mixing races, theories, etc. 


1, 2 deliquesce, dissolve, liquefy, soften, thaw, 
unfreeze. 4 mollify, soften, thaw. 6 (melt away) see 
DISAPPEAR 1. 


member /'membə/ noun 1 person etc. belonging 
to society, team, group, etc. 2 (Member) person 
elected to certain assemblies. 3 part of larger 
structure. 4 part or organ of body, esp. limb. 


| n 1 associate, colleague, fellow. 


membership noun 1 being a member. 2 
number or group of members. 


membrane /‘membrem/ noun 1 pliable tissue 
connecting or lining organs in plants and 
animals. 2 pliable sheet or skin. u membranous 
/-bran-/ adjective. 


memento /mr'mentau/ moun (plural -es or -s) 
souvenir of person or event. 


memo /'memau/ noun (plural -s) colloquial 
memorandum. 


memoir /‘memwa:/ noun 1 historical account 
etc. written from personal knowledge or special 
sources. 2 (in plural) autobiography. 


memorable /'memərəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 worth 
remembering. 2 not easily forgotten. o memor- 
ably adverb. 

1 distinguished, extraordinary, historic, 
impressive, never-to-be-forgotten, notable, 

outstanding, remarkable, striking, unforgettable. 2 

Catchy (tune), haunting, indelible, ineradicable, 

never-to-be-forgotten, striking, unforgettable. 


memorandum [memə'rændəm/ noun (plural 
in or -s) 1 note or record for future use. 2 
‘ormal written message, esp. in business etc. 
"ahed ino aurora noun object etc. estab- 
mory of person or event. © adjective 
commemorative, S 
moun. cairn, cenotaph, gravestone, headstone, 
onument, plaque, reminder, statue, tablet, tomb. 


memorialize /mrmo: i 

:rīəlaız/ verb (also -ise) 1 
bodi morate 2 address memorial to (person or 
memoriam see IN MEMORIAM. 


memorize /mema i i 
z raIz, - € y 
-sing) commit to hoa verb (also -ise) (-zing or 


melody | menstrual 


u learn, learn by heart, learn by rote, learn f 
parrot-fashion, remember, retain. 


memory /'memərı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 faculty 
by which things are recalled to or kept in mind. 
2 store of things remembered. 3 remembrance, 
esp. of person etc. 4 storage capacity of computer 
etc. 5 posthumous reputation. 

m 1 recall, retention. 3 impression, recollection, 

remembrance, reminiscence. 5 archaicfame, 

honour, name, reputation. 


memsahib /‘memsa:b/ noun historical Euro- 
pean married woman in India. 


men plural of man. 


menace /'ments/ noun 1 threat. 2 dangerous 
thing or person. 3 jocular nuisance. @ verb 
(-cing) threaten. o menacingly adverb. 

m noun 1 danger, peril, threat, warning. © verb 

alarm, bully, cow, frighten, intimidate, terrify, 

terrorize, threaten. 


ménage /mer'na:3/ noun household. 
menagerie /mrnzdgert/ noun small zoo. 


mend verb 1 restore to good condition; repair. 2 
regain health. 3 improve. © noun darn or repair 
in material etc. u on the mend recovering, esp. 
in health. 

a verb 1 fix, patch up, put right, rectify, remedy, _ 
renew, renovate, repair, restore. 2 convalesce, get 
better, heal, improve, recover, recuperate. 3 
ameliorate, amend, correct, cure, improve, reform, 
revise. 


mendacious /men'detfas/ adjective’ lying, 
untruthful. o mendacity /-'des-/ noun (plural 
-les). 

mendicant /‘mendikent/ adjective 1 begging. 2 
(of friar) living solely on alms. © moun 1 beggar. 
2 mendicant friar. 

menfolk plural noun men, esp. men of family. 


menhir /‘menhta/ noun usually prehistoric 
monument of tall upright stone. 

menial /‘mi:ntal/ adjective (of work) degrading, 
servile. @ noun domestic servant. 

m adjective base, boring, derogatory common, 

degrading, demeaning, humble, inferior, 

insignificant, low, lowly, servile, slavish, 

subservient, unskilled, unworthy. © noun 

colloquial dogsbody, lackey, derogatory minion, 

servant, slave, usually derogatory underling. 


meningitis /menm'dsatis/ noun (esp. viral) 
infection and inflammation of membranes 
enclosing brain and spinal cord. : 
meniscus /mr'niskes/ noun (plural menisci 
/-sat/) 1 curved upper surface of liquid in tube. 2 
lens convex on one side and concave on the other. 
menopause /'menəpə:z/ noun 1 ceasing of 
menstruation. 2 period in woman's life when this 
occurs. o menopausal /-'p3:z(3)l/ adjective. 
menses /‘mensi:z/ plural noun flow of men- 
strual blood etc. 

menstrual /‘menstrual/ adjective of menstru- 
ation. 


menstruate | merganser 


menstruate /‘menstrveit/ verb (ting) undergo 
menstruation. 

menstruation noun discharge of blood etc. 
from uterus, usually at monthly intervals. 


mensuration /mensjvə'rerf(ə)n/ noun 1 meas- 
uring. 2 measuring of lengths, areas, and 
volumes. 

mental /'ment(ə)l/ adjective 1 done by the mind. 
2ofor inthe mind. 3 caringfor mental patients. 4 
colloquialinsane. o mental age degree of mental 
development in terms of average age at which 
such development is attained. mental defi- 
ciency abnormally low intelligence. mental 
patient sufferer from mental illness. o mentally 
adverb. 

u 1, 2 cerebral, cognitive, conceptual, intellectual, 

psychological, rational, esp. Philosophy 

subjective. 4 see MAD 1. 


mentality /men'telitr/ noun (plural -ies) 
mental character or disposition. 
| mattitude, bent, character, disposition, frame of 
mind, inclination, make-up, outlook, personality, 
predisposition, propensity, psychology, 
temperament, way of thinking. 


menthol /‘men@nl/ noun mint-tasting organic 
alcohol found in oil of peppermint etc., used as 
flavouring and to relieve local pain. 


mention /‘menJ(e)n/ verb 1 refer to briefly or 
by name. 2 disclose. @ noun reference, esp. by 
name. 
m verb 1 acknowledge, allude to, literary 
animadvert on, bring up, broach, cite, comment 
on, draw attention to, enumerate, hint at, make 
mention of, name, note, observe, pay tribute to, 
point out, quote, refer to, remark, report, say, speak 
about, touch on, write about. 2 disclose, divulge, 
let out, make known, reveal. 


mentor /‘mento:/ noun experienced and trusted 
adviser. 


menu /‘menju:/ noun (plural -s) 1 list of dishes 
available in restaurant etc., or to be served at 
meal. 2 Computing list of options displayed on 
VDU. 

MEP abbreviation Member of European Parlia- 
ment. 

mephitis /mr'fartıs/ noun noxious emanation; 
stench. o mephitic /-'fittk/ adjective. 
mercantile /'ms:kəntarl/ adjective 1 of trade, 
trading. 2 commercial. o mercantile marine 
merchant shipping. 

mercenary /'m3:smar1/ adjective primarily 
concerned with or working for money etc. 
@noun (plural -ies) hired soldier in foreign 
service. 


m adjective acquisitive, avaricious, covetous, 
grasping, greedy, venal. 


mercer /'m3:sa/ noun dealer in textile fabrics. 


mercerize /'ms:saraiz/ verb (also -ise) {-zing or 
-sing) treat (cotton) with caustic alkali to 
Strengthen and make lustrous. 


merchandise /'m3:tJandarz/ noun goods for 
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sale. © verb (-sing) 1 trade (in). 2 promote (goods 
ideas, etc.). 


m noun commodities, goods, produce, products, 
stock. © verb 2 see ADVERTISE 1. 


merchant /'ms:t{(e)nt/ moun 1 wholesale 
trader, esp. with foreign countries. 2 esp. US & 
Scottish retail trader. o merchant bank bank 
dealing in commercial loans and finance. mer- 
chantman merchant ship. merchant navy 
nation’s commercial shipping. merchant ship 
ship carrying merchandise. 

@ 1 broker, dealer, distributor, supplier, trader, 

wholesaler. 2 dealer, retailer, seller, shopkeeper, 

~| stockist, trader, tradesman, tradeswoman, vendor, 


merchantable adjective saleable. 


merciful /'ms:srful/ adjective showing mercy. 
o mercifulness noun. 
u beneficent, benevolent, charitable, clement, 
compassionate, forbearing, forgiving, generous, 
gracious, humane, humanitarian, indulgent, kind, 
kind-hearted, kindly, lenient, liberal, 
magnanimous, mild, pitying, soft, soft-hearted, 
sympathetic, tender-hearted, tolerant. 


mercifully adverb 1 in a merciful way. 2 fortu- 
nately. 


merciless /‘ms:siles/ adjective showing no 
mercy. o mercilessly adverb. 
n barbaric, barbarous, brutal, callous, cold, cruel, 
cut-throat, hard, hard-hearted, harsh, heartless, 
indifferent, inexorable, inflexible, inhuman, 
inhumane, intolerant, malevolent, pitiless, 
relentless, remorseless, rigorous, ruthless, 
savage, severe, stern, stony-hearted, strict, 
tyrannical, unbending, unfeeling, unforgiving, 
unkind, unmerciful, unrelenting, unremitting, 
vicious. 


mercurial /ms:'kjuartel/ adjective 1 (of person) 
volatile. 2 of or containing mercury. 


mercury /‘m3:kjurt/noun1 silvery heavy liquid 
metal used in barometers, thermometers, etc. 2 
(Mercury) planet nearest to the sun. o mercuric 
/-kjuar-/ adjective. mercurous adjective. 


mercy /'ms:s1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 compassion 
towards defeated enemies or offenders or as 
quality. 2 act of mercy. 3 thing to be thankful for. 
Dat the mercy of in the power of. mercy killing 
killing done out of pity. 
@ 1 beneficence, benignity, charity, clemency, 
compassion, feeling, forbearance, forgiveness, 
generosity, grace, humaneness, humanity, 
indulgence, kind-heartedness, kindness, 
leniency, love, pity, quarter, sympathy, 
understanding. 


mere! /mrə/ adjective (-st) being only what is spe 
cified. o merely adverb. 

mere? /mra/ noun dialect or poetical lake. 

meretricious /mera'trifes/ adjective showily 
but falsely attractive. 


merganser /m3:'gznsa/ noun (plural same oF 
+8) a diving duck. 
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verb (-ging) 1 (often + with) combine; join 

et oad gradually. 2(+ in) (cause to) lose charac- 
ter and identity in (something else). ; 

m1 amalgamate, blend, coalesce, combine, come 

ther, confederate, consolidate, converge, fuse, 

integrate, join, link up, meet, mingle, mix, pool, put 

together, unite. 


merger noun combining, esp. of two commer- 
cial companies etc. into one. 

meridian /mə'rıdrən/ noun 1 circle of constant 
longitude passing through given place and N. 
and S. Poles. 2 corresponding line on map etc. 

meridional /ma'ridien(s)l/ adjective 1 of or in 
the south (esp. of Europe). 2 of a meridian. : 


meringue /me'rzen/ noun 1 sugar, whipped egg 
whites, etc. baked crisp. 2 cake of this. 

merino /ma'ri:nau/ noun (plural -s) 1 variety of 
sheep with long fine wool. 2 soft material, origin- 
ally of merino wool. 3 fine woollen yarn. 


merit /‘merit/ noun 1 quality of deserving well. 
2 excellence, worth. 3 (usually in plural) thing 
that entitles to reward or gratitude. © verb (-t-) 
deserve. 

a noun 1,2 credit, distinction, excellence, good, 

goodness, importance, quality, value, virtue, 

worth, worthiness. 3 asset, quality, strength, 

virtue. © verb be entitled to, be worthy of, deserve, 

earn, have a right to, justify, rate, warrant. 


meritocracy /merr'tokrasi/ noun (plural -ies) 
1 government by those selected for merit. 2 
group selected in this way. 
meritorious /mert'to:r1as/ adjective praise- 
worthy. 
u admirable, commendable, estimable, 


exemplary, honourable, laudable, praiseworthy, 
worthy. 


merlin /'ms3:lm/ noun kind of small falcon. 


mermaid /‘ms:meid/ noun legendary creature 
with woman’s head and trunk and fish’s tail. 


merry /'mert/ adjective (-ier; -iest) 1 joyous; full 
of laughter or gaiety. 2 colloquial slightly drunk. 
ineerty-go-round fairground ride with revolv- 
ing model horses, cars, etc. merrymaking festiv- 
ity. merrily adverb. merriment noun. 

= 1 bright, bubbly, carefree, cheerful, cheery, 
colloquial chirpy, convivial, festive, fun-loving, 
A glad, happy, hilarious, jocular, jolly, jovial, 
oi Joyous, light-hearted, lively, mirthful, 

Es icking, spirited, vivacious. o merrymaking 
frolio, pa? celebration, conviviality, festivity, 

rane n, gaiety, jollification, junketing, 

# anne revelry, roistering, archaic wassailing. 
Gath ae amusement, cheerfulness, 

high s y exuberance, gaiety, glee, good cheer, 
Ovia rits, hilarity, jocularity, joking, jollity, 

light colloquial larking about, laughter, levity, 
vivacity. edness, liveliness, merrymaking, mirth, 


mésalliance [mer 
social inferior. fee 
mescal 


/ noun marriage with 


I'meskeel/ noun peyote cactus. 


merge | Messiah 


u mescal buttons disc-shaped dried tops from 
mescal, esp. as intoxicant. 


mescaline /'meskalm/ noun (also mescalin) 
hallucinogenic alkaloid present in mescal 
buttons. ; 

Mesdames, Mesdemoiselles plural of 
MADAME, MADEMOISELLE. 


mesh noun 1 network structure. 2 each of open 
spaces in net, sieve, etc. 3 (in plural) network. 4 
(in plural) snare. © verb 4 (often + with) (of teeth 
of whee be engaged. 2 be harmonious. 3 catch 
in net. 

m noun 1, 2 grid, lace, lattice, lattice-work, net, 

netting, network, reticulation, screen, sieve, 

tangle, tracery, trellis, web, webbing. 


mesmerize /'mezmərarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) 1 hypnotize. 2 fascinate. o mesmerism 
noun. 


meso- combining form middle, intermediate. 


mesolithic /mezəv'lıðrk/ adjective of Stone Age 
between palaeolithic and neolithic periods. 


meson /'mi:zon/ noun elementary particle with 
mass between that of electron and proton. 


Mesozoic /mesau'zauik/ adjective of geological 
a marked by development ofdinosaurs. @ noun 
is era. 


mess noun 1 dirty or untidy state. 2 state of 
confusion or trouble. 3 something spilt etc. 4 dis- 
agreeable concoction. 5 soldiers etc. dining 
together. 6 army dining-hall. 7 meal taken there. 
8 domestic animal’s excreta. 9 archaic portion of 
liquid or pulpy food. © verb 1 (often + up) make 
mess of, dirty. 2 (often + up) muddle. 3 US (+ with) 
interfere with. 4 take one’s meals. 5 colloquial 
defecate. o make a mess of bungle. mess about, 
around potter. 
u noun 1 chaos, clutter, confusion, dirt, disarray, 
disorder, hotchpotch, jumble, litter, mishmash, 
muddle, colloquial shambles, tangle, untidiness. 2 
botch, difficulty, fix, hash, colloquial jam, mix-up, 
muddle, colloquial pickle, plight, predicament, 
trouble. © verb 1 (mess up) see DIRTY verb. 2 
(mess up) see MUDDLE verb 1. 0 make a mess of 
see BUNGLE Verb 1, MUDDLE verb 1. mess about, 
around amuse oneself, loaf, loiter, lounge about, 
monkey about, colloquial muck about, play about, 
potter about. 


message /‘mesid3/noun1 communication sent 
by one person to another. 2 exalted or spiritual 
communication. 

m 1 announcement, bulletin, cable, 

communication, communiqué, dispatch, 

information, intelligence, letter, colloquial memo, 

memorandum, jocular missive, news, note, notice, 

report, statement, archaic or jocular tidings. 


messenger /'mesmd3a/ noun person who - 
carries message(s). 

bearer, carrier, courier, dispatch rider, emissary, 

envoy, errand-boy, errand-girl, go-between, 

harbinger, herald, intermediary, legate, nuncio, 

postman, runner. 


Messiah /mr'sate/ noun 1 promised deliverer 


Messieurs | methodical 


of Jews. 2 Jesus regarded as this. o Messianic 
/mest'zenik/ adjective. 
Messieurs plural of MONSIEUR. 
Messrs /'mesəz/ plural of Mr. 
messy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 untidy, dirty. 2 
causing or accompanied by a mess. 3 difficult to 
deal with; awkward. o messily adverb. 
u 1 blowzy, careless, chaotic, cluttered, dirty, 
dishevelled, disorderly, grubby, mucky, muddled, 


colloquial shambolic, slapdash, sloppy, slovenly, 
unkempt, untidy. 


met past & past participle of MEET". 


metabolism /mrtebaliz(s)m/ noun all chem- 
ical processes in living organism producing 
energy and growth. o metabolic /meto'bolik/ 
adjective. 

metacarpus /metə'ka:pəs/ noun (plural-carpi 
/-pat/) set of bones forming part of hand between 
wrist and fingers. o metacarpal adjective. 


metal /'met(ə)l/ noun 1 any of class of mainly 
workable elements such as gold, silver, iron, or 
tin. 2 alloy of any of these. 3 (in plural) rails of 
railway. 4 road-metal. © adjective made of metal. 
© verb (-ll-; US -Il-) 1 make or mend (road) with 
road-metal. 2 cover or fit with metal. 


metallic /mr'telik/ adjective 1 of or like 
metal(s). 2 sounding like struck metal. 


| m 1 gleaming, lustrous, shiny. 2 clanking, clinking, 
| ringing. 


metallurgy /mrteled31/ noun 1 science of 
metals and their application. 2 extraction and 
purification of metals. o metallurgic 
/mete'ls:d5tk/ adjective. metallurgical 
/meta'ls:d31k(e)l/ adjective. metallurgist noun. 
metamorphic /meta'mo:fik/ adjective 1 of 
metamorphosis. 2 (of rock) transformed natur- 
ally. o metamorphism noun. 


metamorphose /mete'mo:feuz/ verb (-sing) 
(often + żo, into) change in form or nature. 


metamorphosis /meta'mo-fesis/ noun (plural 
-phoses /-si:z/) 1 change of form, esp. from pupa 
to insect. 2 change of character, conditions, etc. 


metaphor /‘metefo:/ noun application of name 
or description to something to which it is not 
literally applicable (see panel). o metaphoric 
|-for-/ adjective. metaphorical /-'for-/ adjective. 
metaphorically /-'for-/ adverb. 
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a a metaphorical allegorical, figurative, 
non-literal, symbolic. 


metaphysics /mete'fziks/ plural noun 
(usually treated as singular) philosophy dealing 


. with nature of existence, truth, and knowledge, 


o metaphysical adjective. 
metatarsus /metə'ta:səs/ noun (plural -tarsi 
/-sai/) set of bones forming part of foot between 
ankle and toes. o metatarsal adjective. 
mete verb (-ting) (usually + out) literary appor- 
tion, allot. 
meteor /‘mi:tie/ noun small solid body from 
outer space becoming incandescent when 
entering earth’s atmosphere. 
meteoric /mi:trortk/ adjective 1 rapid; daz- 
zling. 2 of meteors. 
meteorite /'mi:tiərart/ noun fallen meteor, 
fragment of rock or metal from outer space. 
meteorology /mi:trə'rolədzı/ noun study of 
atmospheric phenomena, esp. for forecasting 
weather. o meteorological /-ra'‘lod3-/ adjective. 
meteorologist noun. 


meter’ /‘mi:ta/ noun 1 instrument that meas- 
ures or records, esp. gas, electricity, etc. used, 
distance travelled, etc. 2 parking meter. © verb 
measure or record by meter. 

meter? US = METRE. 

methane /‘mi:6em/ noun colourless odourless 
inflammable gaseous hydrocarbon, the main 
constituent of natural gas. ` 

methanol /'me8ənnl/ noun colourless inflam- 
mable organic liquid, used as solvent. 

methinks /mr'émks/ verb (past methought 
/mr'6a:t/) archaic it seems to me. 

method /‘me@ad/ noun 1 way of doing some- 
thing; procedure. 2 orderliness. 

u 1 approach, fashion, knack, manner, means, 

methodology, mode, modus operandi, plan, 

procedure, process, programme, recipe, routine, 

scheme, style, system, technique, trick, way. 2 

design, discipline, neatness, order, orderliness, 

organization, pattern, structure. 


methodical /mréndik(e)l/ adjective character- 
ized by method or order. o methodically adverb. 
a businesslike, careful, deliberate, disciplined, 
logical, meticulous, neat, ordered, orderly, 
organized, painstaking, precise, rational, regular, 
structured, systematic, tidy. 


Metaphor 


A metaphor is a figure of speech that goes further than a simile, either by saying that something 
is something else that it could not normally be called, e.g. 


The moon was a ghostly galleon tossed upon cloudy seas. 


Stockholm, the Venice of the North 


or by suggesting that something appears, sounds, or behaves like something else, e.g. 


burning ambition 
the long arm of the 
law 


blindingly obvious 
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odist /'meðədıst/ noun member of Protest- 
ues ho somnination originating in 18th-c. Wes- 
evangelistic movement. © adjective of 
Methodists or Methodism. o Methodism noun. 
odology /meðə'dolədzı/ noun (plural 
met science of method. 2 body of methods used 
in particular branch of activity. 


methought past of METHINKS. 
meths noun colloquial methylated spirit. 


methyl /'meSil/ noun hydrocarbon radical CHs. 
o methyl alcohol methanol. 
methylate /'meðiert/ verb (-ting) 1 mix or 
impregnate with methanol. 2 introduce methyl 
group into (molecule). 
meticulous /mo'tikjules/ adjective 1 giving 
great attention to detail. 2 very careful and 
precise. a meticulously adverb. meticulous- 


ness Noun. 


u accurate, exact, fastidious, finicky, painstaking, 
particular, perfectionist, precise, punctilious, 
scrupulous, thorough. 


métier /‘metje1/ noun 1 one’s trade, profession, 
or field of activity. 2 one’s forte. [French] 


metonymy /mrtonimi/ noun substitution of 
name of attribute for that of thing meant. . 


metre /‘mi:ta/ noun (US meter) 1 SI unit of 
length (about 39.4 in.). 2 any form of poetic 
rhythm. 3 basic rhythm of music. 


metric /‘metrik/ adjective of or based on the 
metre. o metric system decimal measuring 
system with metre, litre, and gram or kilogram 
Are of length, volume, and mass. metric ton 


metrical adjective 1 of or composed in metre. 2 
cat involving measurement. o metrically 
a . 


metronome /‘metraneum/ noun device ticking 
at selected rate to mark musical time. 


metropolis /mi'tropalis/ noun chief city; 
capital. 


metropolitan /metre'pnlit(a)n/ adjective 1 of 
metropolis. 2 of mother country as distinct from 
colonies. @noun bishop with authority over 
bishops of province. 

mettle /'met(ə)l/ noun 1 quality or strength of 
character. 2 spirit, courage. o mettlesome 
adjective. 

preted noun cat’s cry. © verb utter this sound. 

mew‘ noun gull, esp. common gull. 


ane peel verb (also mule) cry feebly, 


mews /mju:z/ noun (treated as sin, 
> : gular) stab- 
Sme round yard etc., now used esp. for housing. 
one I'metsani:n/ noun storey between 
> ers (usually ground and first floors). 
aa ['metsəv/ Music adverb half, moderately. 
2 (in full mezzo-soprano) (plural -s) 1 


eat e nging voice between soprano and con- 
fairly lo 


nger with this voice. o mezzo forte 
ud (ly). mezzo piano fairly soft(ly). 


Methodist | microphone 


mezzotint /'metsautmt/ noun 1 method of 
copper or steel engraving. 2 print so produced. 

mf abbreviation mezzo forte. 

mg abbreviation milligram(s). 

Mgr. abbreviation 1 Manager. 2 Monseigneur. 3 
Monsignor. 

MHz abbreviation megahertz. 

mi = Me’. 

miaow /mr'au/ noun characteristic cry of cat. 
© verb make this cry. 

miasma /mr'ezmo/ noun (plural -mata /-mata/ 
or -s) archaic infectious or noxious vapour. 
o miasmic adjective. 

mica ['maikə/ noun silicate mineral found as 
glittering scales in granite etc. or crystals separ- 
able into thin plates. 

mice plural of mouse. 

Michaelmas ['mıkəlməs/ noun feast of St 
Michael, 29 Sept. oMichaelmas daisy 
autumn-flowering aster. 

mickey /‘miki/ noun (also micky) o take the 
mickey (often + out of ) slang tease, mock. 

micro /‘matkrav/ noun (plural -s) colloquial 1 
microcomputer. 2 microprocessor. 

micro- combining form 1 small. 2 one-millionth. 

microbe /‘maikraub/ noun micro-organism 
(esp. bacterium) causing disease or fermenta- 
tion. o microbial /-'kraub-/ adjective. 


u bacillus, bacterium, bug, germ, 
micro-organism, virus. 

microbiology /matkreubar'nled31/ noun study 
of micro-organisms. o microbiologist noun. 

microchip /‘maikrautSmp/ noun small piece of 
semiconductor used to carry integrated circuits. 

microcomputer /‘matkraukempju:te/ noun 
small computer with microprocessor as central 
processor. , 

microcosm /‘matkrekoz(9)m/ noun 1 (often + 
of) miniature representation, e.g. humankind 
seen as small-scale model of universe. 2 epitome. 
umicrocosmic /-'koz-/ adjective. 

microdot /‘maikreudvt/ moun microphoto- 
graph of document etc. reduced to size of dot. 

microfiche /'markravfi:f/ noun small flat piece 
of film bearing microphotographs of documents 
etc. 

microfilm /‘maikravfilm/ noun length of film 
bearing microphotographs of documents etc. 
© verb photograph on microfilm. 

microlight /‘maikraulait/ noun kind of motor- 
ized hang-glider. 

micrometer /markromita/ noun gauge for 
accurate small-scale measurement. 

micron /‘markron/ noun millionth of a metre. 

micro-organism /matkrəv's:gənız(ə)m/ noun 
microscopic organism. 

microphone /‘maikrefeun/ noun instrument 
for converting sound waves into electrical 
energy for reconversion into sound. 


microphotograph | mild 


microphotograph /maikrou'feutegra:f/ noun 
photograph reduced to very small size. 

microprocessor /maikrau'preusesa/ noun 
data processor using integrated circuits con- 
tained on microchip(s). 

microscope /‘matkraskaup/ noun instrument 
with lenses for magnifying objects or details 
invisible to naked eye. 

microscopic /maikrə'skopık/ adjective 1 
visible only with microscope. 2 extremely small. 
3 of the microscope. o microscopically adverb. 


microscopy /markroskap!/ noun use of micro- 
scopes. 

microsurgery /‘matkreus3:d3er1/ noun intri- 
cate surgery using microscopes. 

microwave /‘matkrauwerv/ noun 1 electromag- 
netic wave of length between 1 mm and 30 cm. 2 
(in full microwave oven) oven using microwaves 
to cook or heat food quickly. © verb (-ving) cook 
in microwave oven. 

micturition /miktjva'ris(e)n/ noun formal 
urination. 

mid- combining form middle of. o mid-life 
middle age. mid-off, -on Cricket position of 
fielder near bowler on off or on side. 


midday /mid'der/ noun middle of the day; noon. 
midden /‘mid(a)n/ noun 1 dunghill. 2 refuse 
heap. 


middle /'mıd(ə)l/ adjective 1 at equal distance, 
time, or number from extremities; central. 2 
intermediate in rank, quality, etc. 3 average. 
@ noun 1 (often + of ) middle point, position, or 
part. 2 waist. o in the middle of in the process of. 
middle age period between youth and old age. 
the Middle Ages period of European history 
from c. 1000 to 1453. middle class social class 
between upper and lower, including professional 
and business workers. middle-class adjective. 
the Middle East countries from Egypt to Iran 
inclusive. middle-of-the-road 1 moderate. 2 
unadventurous. middleweight amateur boxing 
weight (71-75 kg). 
n adjective 1 central, centre, halfway, inner, inside, 
*| intermediate, intervening, mean, medial, median, 
midway. 2, 3 average, intermediate, medium, 
middle-of-the-road, moderate, neutral. © noun 1 
bull's eye, centre, core, crown (of road), focus, 
halfway point, heart, hub, inside, mid-point, midst, 
nucleus. 


middleman /'mid(ə)lmæn/ noun 1 trader who 
handles commodity between producer and con- 
sumer. 2 intermediary. 


middling adjective moderately good. © adverb 
fairly, moderately. 
m adjective average, fair, fair to middling, 
indifferent, mediocre, moderate, modest, 
ordinary, passable, run-of-the-mill, colloquial so 
so, unremarkable. 


midge noun gnatlike insect. 


midget /‘midsit/ noun extremely small person 
or thing. 


midland /'midlend/ noun 1 (the Midlands) 
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inland counties of central England. 2 middle part 
of country. © adjective of or in midland or Mid- 
lands. 

midnight zoun middle of night; 12 o'clock at 
night. o midnight sun sun visible at midnight 
during summer in polar regions. 

midriff /‘midrif/ noun front of body just above 
waist. 

midshipman /‘midJipman/ noun naval officer 
ranking next above cadet. 

midst noun middle. o in the midst of among, 

midsummer noun period of or near summer 


solstice, about 21 June. o Midsummer Day, Mid- 
summer's Day 24 June. 


midway /‘midwer, mid'we1/ adverb in or to- 
wards middle of distance between two points. 


midwife /‘midwarf/ noun (plural-wives) person 
trained to assist at childbirth. uo midwifery 
/-wifrt/ noun. 

midwinter noun period of or near winter sol- 
stice, about 22 Dec. 

mien /mi:n/ noun literary person's look or 
bearing. . 

miff /mif/ colloquial verb offend. © noun 1 petty 
quarrel. 2 huff. 

might’ past of may. 

might? /mart/ noun strength, power. 

m capability, capacity, energy, force, muscle, 

potency, power, strength, superiority, vigour. 


mightn’t /‘mart(9)nt/ might not. 

mighty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 powerful, strong. 
2 massive. © adverb colloquial very. o mightily 
adverb. 

a adjective 1 brawny, dominant, archaic doughty, 

energetic, forceful, hefty, muscular, potent, 

powerful, robust, strapping, strong, sturdy, 

vigorous, weighty. 2 see Bic adjective 1. 


mignonette /mmje'net/ noun plant with fra- 
grant grey-green flowers. 

migraine /‘mi:grem/ noun recurrent throbbing 
headache often with nausea and visual disturb- 
ance. 

migrant /‘maigrant/ adjective migrating. 
© noun migrant person or animal, esp. bird. 

migrate /margreit/ verb (-ting) 1 move from 
one place, esp. one country, to settle in another. 
2 (of bird etc.) change habitation season- 
ally. o migration noun. migratory /‘maigrateri/ 
adjective. 


m emigrate, go, immigrate, move, relocate, 
resettle, settle, travel. 
mikado /mrka:dau/ noun (plural -s) historical 
emperor of Japan. 
mike noun colloquial microphone. 
milch adjective (of cow etc.) giving milk. 


mild /mauld/ adjective 4 (esp. of person) gentle. 2 
not severe or harsh. 3 (of weather) moderately 
warm. 4 (of flavour) not sharp or strong. 0 mil 
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steel tough low-carbon steel. o mildly adverb. 
mildness noun. 

a 1 affable, amiable, conciliatory, docile, 

easygoing, equable, forbearing, forgiving, gentle, 

od-tempered, harmless, indulgent, inoffensive, 
kind, kindly, lenient, meek, merciful, modest, 
non-violent, pacific, peaceable, placid, quiet, 
serene, soft, soft-hearted, submissive, 
sympathetic, tractable, unassuming, 
understanding, yielding. 2 (mild illness) 
insignificant, minor, modest, slight, trivial, 
unimportant; (mild punishment) gentle, lenient, 
merciful. 3 balmy, calm, clement, fair, peaceful, 
pleasant, temperate, warm. 4 bland, delicate, faint, 
mellow, soothing, subtle. o mildness affability, 
amiability, clemency, docility, forbearance, 
gentleness, kindness, leniency, moderation, 
placidity, softness, sympathy, tenderness. 


mildew /'mildju:/ noun destructive growth of 
minute fungi on plants, damp paper, leather, etc. 
ọ verb taint or be tainted with mildew. 


mile noun 1 unit of linear measure (1,760 yds, 
approx. 1.6 km). 2 (in plural) colloquial great dis- 
tance or amount. 3 race extending over one mile. 
o milestone 1 stone beside road to mark dis- 
tancein miles. 2 significant point (in life, history, 
etc.). 


mileage noun (also milage) 1 number of miles 
travelled. 2 colloquial profit, advantage. 


miler noun colloquial person or horse specializ- 
ing in races of one mile. 


milfoil /‘milfoil/ noun common yarrow. 


milieu /mr'lja:/ noun ( plural-x or -s /-z/) person’s 
environment or social surroundings. 


militant /‘mulit(a)nt/ adjective 1 combative. 2 
aggressively active in support of cause. 3 
engaged in warfare. enoun militant person. 
Omilitancy noun. militantly adverb. 

a adjective 1, 2 active, aggressive, assertive, 

combative, pugnacious. 3 attacking, belligerent, 

combatant, fighting, warring. © noun activist, 
extremist, hawk, partisan. 


militarism /‘multer1z(a)m/ noun 1 aggressively 

military policy etc, 2 military spirit. o militarist 

noun. militaristic /-'rist-/ adjective. 

i a militaristic bellicose, belligerent, combative, 
awkish, hostile, pugnacious, warlike. 


rouitary I'multtart/ adjective of or characteristic 

eis diers or armed forces. @ noun (treated as 
ular or plural; the military) the army. 

a adjective armed, belligerent, combatant, 


enlisted, fightin 
warlike, ighting, martial, soldierly, uniformed, 


militate /‘mutert 
a b (-ti ually 
against) have force = ret Hoe) Se X 


TE Militate is often confused with mitigate, 
m (a cans ‘to make less intense or severe’. 
countam gainsh cancel out, counter, 
» COUNtervail, di: 4 
Oppose, prevent, resist iscourage, hinder, 


mildew | milliner 


militia /mrlife/ noun military force, esp. one 
conscripted in emergency. o militiaman noun. 


milk noun 1 opaque white fluid secreted by 
female mammals for nourishing young. 2 milk 
of cows, goats, etc. as food. 3 milklike liquid of 
coconut etc. @ verb 1 draw milk from (cow etc.). 
2 exploit (person, situation). 3 draw sap from 
(tree). a milk chocolate thocolate made with 
milk. milk float small usually electric vehicle 
used in delivering milk. milkmaid woman who 
milks cows or works in dairy. milkman person 
who sells or delivers milk. milk run routine 
expedition etc. milk shake drink of whisked 
milk, flavouring, etc. milksop weak or timid man 
or youth. milk tooth temporary tooth in young 
mammals. 


| u verb 2 colloquial bleed, exploit, tap. 


milky adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of, like, or mixed 
with milk. 2 (of gem or liquid) cloudy. o Milky 
Way luminous band of stars; the Earth’s galaxy. 


| @ 2 chalky, cloudy, misty, opaque, whitish. 


mill noun 1 building fitted with mechanical 
device for grinding corn. 2 such device. 3 device 
for grinding any solid to powder. 4 building fitted 
with machinery for manufacturing processes 
etc. 5 such machinery. © verb 1 grind or treat in 
mill. 2 (esp. as milled adjective) produce ribbed 
edge on (coin). 3 (often + about, round) move aim- 
lessly. o millpond pond retained by dam for oper- 
ating mill-wheel. mill-race current of water 
driving mill-wheel. millstone 1 each of two circu- 
lar stones for grinding corn. 2 heavy burden; 
great responsibility. mill-wheel wheel used to 
drive water-mill. 

a noun 1-3 crusher, grinder, quern, water-mill, 

windmill. 4 factory, foundry, plant, shop, works, 

workshop. @ verb 1 crush, granulate, grind, 
pound, powder, pulverize. 3 (mill about) seethe, 
swarm, throng, wander. 


millennium /mrleniem/ noun (plural -s or 
millennia) 1 thousand-year period. 2 (esp. 
future) period of happiness on earth. o millen- 
nial adjective. 

miller /‘mile/ noun 1 person who owns or works 
mill, esp. corn-mill. 2 person operating milling 
machine. 

millesimal /mrlesm(ə)l/ adjective 1 thou- 
sandth. 2 of, belonging to, or dealing with, thou- 
sandth or thousandths. © noun thousandth part. 

millet /‘mulit/ noun 1 cereal plant bearing small 
nutritious seeds. 2 seed of this. 

milli- combining form one-thousandth. 

millibar /‘miliba:/ noun unit of atmospheric 
pressure equivalent to 100 pascals. 

milligram pr'milıgræm/ noun (also -gramme) 
one-thousandth of a gram. 

millilitre /‘muli:te/ noun (US -liter) one- 
thousandth of a litre (0.002 pint). 

millimetre /‘milmi:ta/ noun (US -meter) one- 
thousandth ofa metre. 

milliner /‘mima/ noun maker or seller of 
women’s hats. o millinery noun. 


million /‘miljen/ noun 1 (plural same) one thou- 
sand thousand. 2 (millions) colloquial very large 
number. o millionth adjective & noun. 
millionaire j/muilja'nee/ noun (feminine 
millionairess) person possessing over a million 
pounds, dollars, etc. 
millipede /‘milpi:d/ noun (also millepede) 
small crawling invertebrate with many legs. 
millisecond (/‘milisekend/ noun onc- 
thousandth of a second. 
milometer /marlomite/ noun instrument for 
measuring number of miles travelled by vehicle. 
milt noun 1 spleen in mammals. 2 reproductive 
gland or sperm of male fish. 
mime noun 1 acting without words, using only 
gestures. 2 performance using mime. overb 
(-ming) express or represent by mime. 
mimeograph /‘mmnegra:f/ noun 1 machine 
which duplicates from stencil. 2 copy so pro- 
duced. © verb reproduce in this way. 
mimetic /mi'metik/ adjective of or practising 
imitation or mimicry. 
mimic /‘mmik/ verb (-ck-) 1 imitate (person, 
gesture, etc.), esp. to entertain or ridicule. 2 copy 
minutely orservilely. 3 resemble closely. © noun 
person who mimics. o mimicry noun. 
| m verb 1 ape, caricature, do impressions of, 
imitate, impersonate, lampoon, make fun of, mock, 
parody, parrot, ridicule, satirize, colloquial take off. 
2 ape, copy, duplicate, imitate, reproduce, 
simulate. 3 echo, look like, mirror, resemble, sound 
like. © noun caricaturist, imitator, impersonator, 


| impressionist. 
mimosa /mr'məvzə/ noun 1 shrub with globular 
usually yellow flowers. 2 acacia plant. 


Min. abbreviation 1 Minister. 2 Ministry. 

min. abbreviation 1 minute(s). 2 minimum. 3 
minim (fluid measure). 

minaret /mmeo'ret/ noun tall slender turret next 
to mosque, used by muezzin. 


minatory /'mmətərı/ adjective formal threat- 
ening. 

mince verb (-cing) 1 cut or grind (meat etc.) 
finely. 2 (usually as mincing adjective) walk or 
speak in affected way. © noun minced meat. 
o mincemeat mixture of currants, sugar, spices, 
suet, etc. mince pie (usually small) pie con- 
taining mincemeat. o mincer.noun. 

mind /mamd/ noun 1 seat of consciousness, 
thought, volition, and feeling. 2 attention, con- 
centration. 3 intellect. 4 memory. 5 opinion. 6 


Sanity. © verb 1 object to. 2 remember; take care . 


to. 3 (often + out) be careful. 4 look after. 5 
concern oneself with. 6 heed; notice. o be in two 
minds be undecided. in one’s mind’s eye in one’s 
imagination. mind-boggling colloquial over- 
whelming; startling..out of one’s mind insane. 
m noun 1 brain, head, mentality, psyche. 3 
astuteness, brain, brainpower, brains, cleverness, 
colloquial grey matter, head, insight, intellect, 
intelligence, judgement, mentality, mental power, 
perception, rationality, reason, reasoning, 
sagacity, sapience, sense, shrewdness, thinking, 
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understanding, wisdom, wit, wits. 4 memory, 
recollection, remembrance. 5 attitude, belief, bias 
disposition, humour, inclination, intention, i 
opinion, outlook, persuasion, point of view, 
position, view, viewpoint, way of thinking, wishes. 
© verb 1 be annoyed by, be bothered by, be 
offended by, be resentful of, be upset by, 
disapprove of, dislike, object to, resent. 3 (mind 
out) be careful, look out, take care, watch out. 4 
attend to, babysit, care for, guard, keep an eye on, 
look after, take care of, take charge of, watch over, 
6 be careful about, beware of, heed, listen to, look 
out for, mark, note, notice, obey, pay attention to, 
remember, take notice of, watch out for. o be in 
two minds see HESITATE 1. out of one’s mind see 
MAD 1. 


minded adjective (usually + to do) disposed, 
inclined. o -minded inclined to think in speci- 
fied way, or with specified interest. 

minder noun 1 person employed to look after 
person or thing. 2 slang bodyguard. 

mindful adjective (often + of) taking heed or 
care. 

m alert, attentive, aware, careful, conscious, 

heedful, on the lookout, vigilant, watchful. 


mindless adjective 4 lacking intelligence; 
stupid. 2 not requiring thought or skill. o mind- 
lessly adverb. mindlessness noun. 

m 1 brainless, fatuous, idiotic, obtuse, senseless, 

stupid, colloquial thick, thoughtless, unintelligent, 

unthinking, witless. 


mine’ pronoun the one(s) belonging to me. 


mine? noun 1 hole dug to extract metal, coal, salt, 
etc. 2 abundant source (of information etc.).:3 
military explosive device placed in ground or 
water. © verb (-ning) 1 (often + for) dig in (earth 
etc.) for ore etc. or to tunnel. 2 obtain (minerals) 
from mine. 3 lay explosive mines under or in. 
u minefield area planted with explosive mines. 
minesweeper ship for clearing explosive mines 
from sea. o mining noun. 

m noun 4 coalfield, colliery, excavation, pit, quarry, 

shaft, tunnel, working. 2 fund, repository, source, 

store, storehouse, supply, treasury, wealth. © verb 

1,2 dig, excavate, extract, quarry, remove, Scoop 

out, unearth. ; 


miner noun worker in mine. 


mineral /'mmər(ə)l/ noun 1 inorganic sub- 
stance. 2 substance obtained by mining. 3 (often 
in plural) artificial mineral water or other car- 
bonated drink. o mineral water water naturally 
or artificially impregnated with dissolved salts. 


| m 2 metal, ore, rock. at 


mineralogy /mmo'rzled3i/ noun study of min- 
erals. o mineralogical /-ra‘lod3-/ adjective. min- 
eralogist noun. 

minestrone /mmrstrauni/ noun soup con 
taining vegetables and pasta, beans, or rice. 

mingle /‘mmg(e)l/ verb (-ling) 1 mix, blend. 2 
move about (among people). 
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malgamate, blend, combine, literary 

gimen intermingle, intermix, join, merge, 

mix, unite. 2 associate, circulate, fraternize, get 


together, hobnob, mix, socialize. 


mingy jimmd3t/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 
stingy- See 

mini /'mmu/ noun (plural -s) 1 colloquial mini- 
skirt. 2 (Mini) proprietary term make of small car. 
o adjective colloquial very small. 

combining form miniature; small of its 


mini- 
kind. 

miniature /‘mmitfo/ adjective 1 much smaller 
than normal. 2 represented on small scale. 
o noun 1 miniature object. 2 detailed small-scale 
portrait. o in miniature on small scale. 

n adjective baby, diminutive, dwarf, pocket, 

pygmy, reduced, scaled-down, small, small-scale, 


tiny, toy. 

miniaturist noun painter of miniatures. 

miniaturize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 
produce in smaller version; make small. o mini- 
aturization noun. ‘ 

minibus /‘mmibas/ noun small bus for about 1 
passengers. 

minicab /‘mmikeeb/ noun car used as taxi, hire- 
able only by telephone. 

minicomputer /‘mmikempjute/ noun com- 
puter of medium power, more than microcom- 
puter but less than mainframe. 

minim /‘mmm)] noun 1 Music note equal to two 
crotchets or half a semibreve. 2 one-sixtieth of 
fluid drachm. 

minimal /'mmm(ə)l/ adjective 1 very minute or 
slight. 2 being a minimum. o minimally adverb. 


u least, minimum, minutest, negligible, nominal, 
slightest, smallest, token. 


minimize /‘mmmiazz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 reduce to or estimate at minimum. 2 
estimate or represent at less than true value etc. 
m 1 cut down, decrease, diminish, lessen, pare, 
Prune, reduce. 2 belittle, decry, depreciate, 
devalue, gloss over, make light of, play down, 
underestimate, undervalue. 


minimum |'mmməm/ noun (plural minima) 

ER Possible or attainable amount. © adjective 
at is a minimum. o minimum wage lowest 

Wage permitted by law or agreement. 

u noun base, bottom, least, lowest, nadir, 

rock-bottom. © adjective bottom, least, littlest, 


lowest, minimal, minutest, nominal, rock-bottom, 
Slightest, smallest. 


minion /' 
dinate. 


sence /‘mmisks:t/ noun very short skirt. 

HLS /‘mmusta/ noun 1 head of government 
ee 2 member of clergy, esp. in Presby- 
a and Nonconformist Churches. 3 diplomat, 
an ranking below ambassador. e@verb 


ally + to) hel 
ial /-'strar. i adea i look after. o minister- 


minjan/ noun derogatory servile subor- 


| 


mingy | minus 


E noun 2 see CLERGYMAN. 3 see DIPLOMAT 1. 
© verb (minister to) aid, assist, attend to, care for, 
help, look after, nurse, see to, support, wait on. 


ministration /mmrsstre1f(e)n/ noun 4 (usually 
in plural) help, service. 2 ministering, esp. in 
religious matters. 


ministry /‘mmustri/ noun (plurat-ies) 1 govern- 
ment department headed by minister. 2 building 
for this. 3 (the ministry) profession of religious 


minister. 4 (the ministry) ministers of govern- 
ment or religion. 


mink noun (plural same or -s) 1 small 
semtaquatie stoatlike animal. 2 its fur. 3 coat of 
s. 


minke /'mmkı/ noun small whale. 


minnow /'mməuy/ noun ( pluralsameor-s) small 
freshwater carp. 


Minoan /mrnoven/ adjective of Cretan Bronze 
Age civilization. @ noun person of this civiliza- 
tion. 


minor /'mamə/ adjective 1 lesser or compara- 
tively small in size or importance. 2 Music (of 
scale) having semitone above second, fifth, and 
seventh notes. 3 Music (of key) based on minor 
scale. © noun 1 person under full legal age. 2 US 
student's subsidiary subject or course. © verb (+ 
in) US study (subject) as subsidiary. 

u adjective 1 inconsequential, inferior, 

insignificant, lesser, little, negligible, petty, 

secondary, small, smaller, subordinate, 

subsidiary, trivial, unimportant. © noun 1 see 

ADOLESCENT NOUN, CHILD 1. 


minority /mar'noriti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 (often 
+ of) smaller number or part, esp. in politics. 2 
smaller group of people differing from larger in 
race, religion, language, etc. 3 being under full 
legal age. 4 period of this. 

minster /'mmstə/ noun 1 large or important 
church. 2 church of monastery. 

minstrel /'mmstr(ə)l/ noun 1 medieval singer 
or musician. 2 musical entertainer with blacked 
face. 7 


u balladeer, bard, entertainer, musician, singer, 
| troubadour. 


mint! noun 1 aromatic herb used in cooking. 2 
peppermint. 3 peppermint sweet. 0 minty adjec- 
tive (-ier, -iest). 

mint? noun 1 (esp. state) establishment where 
money is coined. 2 colloquial vast sum. @ verb1 
make (coin). 2 invent (word, phrase, etc.). cin 
mint condition 1 freshly minted. 2 as new. 

u noun 2 colloquial fortune, heap, colloquial 

packet, colloquial pile, colloquial stack. @ verb 1 

cast, coin, forge, make, manufacture, produce, 

stamp out, strike. in mint condition brand new, 

-| first-class, fresh, immaculate, new, perfect, 

unblemished, unmarked, unused. 


minuet /mmju'et/ noun 1 slow stately dance in 
triple time. 2 music for this. 

minus /‘mamas/ preposition 1 with subtraction 
of. 2 less than zero. 3 colloquial lacking. @ adjec- 


minuscule | miscellaneous 


tive Mathematics negative. @ noun 1 minus sign. 
2 negative quantity. 3 colloquial disadvantage. 
o minus sign symbol (-) indicating subtraction 
or negative value. 

minuscule /‘mmaskju:l/ adjective colloquial 
extremely small or unimportant. 

minute!’ /‘mmit/ noun 1 sixtieth part of hour. 2 
distance covered in minute. 3 moment. 4 sixtieth 
part of angular degree. 5 (in plural) summary of 
proceedings of meeting. 6 official memorandum. 
everb (-ting) 1 record in minutes. 2 send 
minutes to. o up to the minute up to date. 


u noun 5 (minutes) log, notes, proceedings, 
| record, résumé, summary, transactions. 


minute? /mar'nju:t/ adjective (-est) 1 very small. 
2 accurate, detailed. o minutely adverb. 

u 1 diminutive, dwarf, infinitesimal, insignificant, 

lilliputian, microscopic, colloquial mini, miniature, 

colloquial minuscule, colloquial pint-sized, 

pocket, pygmy, small, tiny. 


minutiae /mar'nju:J1i:/ plural noun very small, 
precise, or minor details. 

minx /mmks/ noun pert, sly, or playful girl. 

miracle /‘mirek(e)l/ noun 1 extraordinary, 
supposedly supernatural, event. 2 remarkable 
happening. o miracle play medieval play on bib- 
lical themes. 


| m marvel, mystery, wonder. 


miraculous /mr'rekjules/ adjective 1 being a 
miracle. 2 supernatural. 3 surprising. o miracu- 
lously adverb. 

u 1, 2 abnormal, extraordinary, incredible, 

inexplicable, magic, magical, mysterious, 

paranormal, phenomenal, preternatural, 
supernatural, unaccountable, unbelievable, 

unexplainable. 3 see MARVELLOUS 1. 


mirage /‘m1ra:3/ noun 1 optical illusion caused 
by atmospheric conditions, esp. appearance of 
water in desert. 2 illusory thing. 


| m hallucination, illusion, vision. 


mire noun 1 area of swampy ground. 2 mud. 
© verb (-ring) 1 sink in mire. 2 bespatter with 
mud. o miry adjective. 


m noun 1 bog, fen, marsh, literary morass, 
quagmire, slough, swamp. 2 see MUD. 


mirror /‘mira/ noun 1 polished surface, usually 
of coated glass, reflecting image. 2 anything 
reflecting state of affairs etc. © verb reflect in or 
as in mirror. 0 mirror image identical image or 
reflection with left and right reversed. 


n noun 1 glass, looking-glass, reflector. @ verb 
echo, reflect, repeat, send back. 


mirth noun merriment, laughter. o mirthful 
adjective. 

misadventure /mised'ventSa/ noun 1 Law 
accident without crime or negligence. 2 (case of) 
bad luck. 3 misfortune. 


m 3 accident, calamity, disaster, ill fortune, 
mischance, misfortune, mishap. 
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misalliance /misa'‘latens/ noun unsuitable alli- 
ance, esp. marriage. 


misanthrope /'mısənðrəvp/ noun (also mis- 
anthropist /mr'sænðrəpıst/) person who hates 
humankind. o misanthropic /-'8rop-/ adjective. 


a a misanthropic antisocial, cynical, mean, 
nasty, surly, unfriendly, unpleasant, unsociable. 


misanthropy /mi'sen@rap1/ noun condition or 
habits of misanthrope. 


misapply /mise'plar/ verb (-ies, -ied) apply (esp. 
funds) wrongly. o misapplication /-æplr'ker-/ 
noun. 


misapprehend /miszprrhend/ verb misun- 
derstand (words, person). 0 misapprehension 
noun. 


misappropriate /misa'praupriett/ verb (-ting) 
take (another’s money etc.) for one’s own use; 
embezzle. o misappropriation noun. 


m embezzle, peculate, steal. 


misbegotten /misbrgot(a)n/ adjective 1 illegit- 
imate, bastard. 2 contemptible. 


misbehave /misbrherv/ verb (-ving) behave 
badly. o misbehaviour noun. 
n be a nuisance, be bad, be mischievous, blot 
one's copybook, commit an offence, disobey, do 
wrong, err, fool about, make mischief, mess about, 
colloquial muck about, offend, play about, play 
up, sin, transgress. O0 misbehaviour badness, 
delinquency, disobedience, disorderliness, 
horseplay, indiscipline, insubordination, mischief, 
mischief-making, misconduct, naughtiness, 
rowdyism, rudeness, sin, vandalism, wrongdoing. 


miscalculate /mis'kelkjuleit/ verb (-ting) cal- 
culate wrongly. o miscalculation noun. 

u colloquial boob, err, get it wrong, go wrong, 

make a mistake, miscount, misjudge, misread, 

overestimate, overrate, overvalue, colloquial slip 

up, underestimate, underrate. 


miscarriage /‘miskzr1d3/ noun 1 spontaneous 

abortion. 2 failure to attain desired end; mistake. 
o miscarriage of justice failure of judicial 
system. 


u 2 breakdown, collapse, defeat, error, failure, 
perversion. 


miscarry /mis'kert/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 (of 
woman) have miscarriage. 2 (of plan etc.) fail. 


u 1 abort, lose a baby. 2 break down, come to grief, 
come to nothing, fail, fall through, founder, go 
wrong, misfire. 


miscast /mis'‘ka:st/ verb (past & past participle 
-cast) allot unsuitable part to (actor) or unsuit- 
able actors to (play etc.). 


miscegenation /misid3r'nes(a)n/ noun inter- 
breeding of races. 


miscellaneous /mise'lemies/ adjective 1 of 

mixed composition or character. 2 (+ plural 
noun) of various kinds. omiscellaneously 
adverb. 


, heterogeneous, mixed, motley, 
y eT varied. 2 assorted, different, archaic 
nifold, mixed, multifarious, sundry, 


scellany [mrselanı/ noun (plural -ies) 
, medley. 
mirt Sortment, diversity, hotchpotch, jumble, 
medley, mélange, mixed bag, mixed bunch, 
mixture, pot-pourri, ragbag, variety. 


mischance [mis'tfa:ns/ noun 1 bad luck. 2 
instance of this. 
mischief ['mistS1f/ noun 1 troublesome, but not 
malicious, conduct, esp. of children. 2 play- 
ess. 3 malice. 4 harm, injury. 0 make 
mischief create discord or trouble. mischief- 
maker person who encourages discord, esp. by 
ip etc. mischief-making noun. O mischiev- 
ous /'mistfrvəs/ adjective. mischievously 
/mtstfrvaslt/ adverb. 
1, 2devilment, devilry, impishness, 
misbehaviour, misconduct, colloquial monkey 
business, naughtiness, playfulness, roguishness, 
trouble. 4 damage, difficulty, evil, harm, hurt, 
injury, misfortune, trouble. 0 mischievous 
annoying, badly behaved, boisterous, devilish, 
disobedient, elfish, fractious, frolicsome, impish, 
lively, naughty, playful, puckish, rascally, roguish, 
sportive, uncontrollable, wicked. 


misconceive /misken'si:v/ verb (-ving) 1 
(often + of) have wrong idea or conception. 2 
(as misconceived adjective) badly organized etc. 
n misconception /-'sep-/ noun. 


misconduct /mis‘kondakt/ moun improper or 
unprofessional conduct. 


misconstrue /misken'stru:/ verb (-strues, 
-strued, -struing) interpret wrongly. o miscon- 
struction /-'strak-/ noun. 


miscount /mis'kaunt/ verb count inaccurately. 
@noun inaccurate count. 


miscreant /‘miskrient/ noun wretch, villain. 
misdeed /mis'di:d/ noun evil deed, wrongdoing. 


misdemeanour /misdr'mi:na/ noun (US mis- 
lemeanor) 1 misdeed. 2 historical indictable 
Offence less serious than felony. 


misdirect /misdar'rekt 
u misdirection noun. {verb aire roe. 


eae nioun person who hoards wealth 
neds era rably. o miserly adjective. miserli- 
parce, niggard, skinflint. o miserly 
aaa cheese-paring, close, close-fisted, 
cone ‘ous, grasping, greedy, mean, mercenary, 
a mingy, niggardly, parsimonious, 

5 ing, penurious, sparing, stingy, 
Colloquial tight, tight-fisted. ite m 


m ; 
ae! mizarab(e)l/ adjective 1 wretchedly 
ite or uncomfortable. 2 (of person) mean; 
pered. 3 contemptible; inadequate; of poor 


quality, 4 (esp. 
O miserably se WO) causing discomfort. 


ESE 


miscellany | misguided 


m 1 broken-hearted, crestfallen, cut up, d 
depressed, desolate, despairing, plot chee 
disappointed, disconsolate, dismayed, dispirited 
distressed, doleful, colloquial down, downcast, : 
downhearted, colloquial down in the dumps, 
forlorn, friendless, gloomy, glum, grief-stricken, 
heartbroken, hopeless, in low spirits, in the i 
doldrums, joyless, formal lachrymose, 
languishing, lonely, low, melancholy, moping, 
mournful, sad, sorrowful, suicidal, tearful, uneasy, 
unfortunate, unhappy, unlucky, woebegone, 
woeful, wretched. 2 churlish, cross, disagreeable, 
discontented, grumpy, ill-natured, mean, miserly, 
morose, pessimistic, sour, sulky, sullen, surly, 
taciturn, unfriendly, unhelpful, unsociable, 3 
abject, colloquial awful, bad, contemptible, 
deplorable, disgraceful, distressing, 
heartbreaking, hopeless, inadequate, inhuman, 
lamentable, pathetic, pitiable, pitiful, poor, 
shameful, sordid, soul-destroying, squalid, 
uncivilized, vile, worthless, wretched. 4 cheerless, 
depressing, dismal, dreary, uncomfortable, 
unpleasant; of weather damp, grey, inclement, 
sunless, wet. 


misericord /mrzeriko:d/ noun projection 
under hinged choir stall seat to support person 
standing. 
misery /‘mueri/ noun (plural -ies) 1 condition 
or feeling of wretchedness. 2 cause of this. 3 collo- 
quial constantly grumbling person. 
m 1 angst, anguish, anxiety, bitterness, dejection, 
depression, despair, desperation, despondency, 
discomfort, distress, literary dolour, gloom, grief, 
heartache, heartbreak, hell, hopelessness, 
melancholy, sadness, sorrow, suffering, 
unhappiness, woe, wretchedness. 2 adversity, 
affliction, deprivation, destitution, hardship, 
indigence, misfortune, need, oppression, penury, 
poverty, privation, squalor, suffering, trial, 
tribulation, trouble, want. 


misfire /mis'fara/ verb ring) 1 (of gun, motor 
engine, etc.) fail to go off, start, or function 
smoothly. 2 (of plan etc.) fail to be effective. 
© noun such failure. 
u 2 abort, fail, fall through, slang flop, founder, go 
wrong, miscarry. 


misfit /‘misfit/ noun 1 person unsuited to sur- 
roundings, occupation, etc. 2 garment etc. that 
does not fit. 

misfortune /mis‘fo:t/u:n, -t(a)n/ noun 1 bad 
luck. 2 instance of this. ae 

m 4 adversity, bad luck, hard luck, hardship, ill luck, 

misadventure, mischance. 2 accident, adversity, 

affliction, blow, calamity, catastrophe, 

contretemps, curse, disappointment, disaster, 

evil, hardship, misadventure, mischance, mishap, 

reverse, setback, tragedy, trouble, literary 

vicissitude. 


misgiving nour (usually in plural) feeling of 
mistrust or apprehension. 

misgovern /mis'gav(e)n/ verb govern badly. 
omisgovernment noun. À 

misguided [mıis'gardıd/ adjective mistaken in 


mishandle | misspell 


thought or action. o misguidedly adverb. 
m erroneous, foolish, ill-advised, inappropriate, 
incorrect, inexact, misinformed, misled, mistaken, 
| unfounded, unjust, unsound, unwise, wrong. 


mishandle /mis'thend(e)l/ verb (-ling) 1 deal 
with incorrectly or inefficiently. 2 handle 
roughly. 

mishap /‘mishzp/ noun unlucky accident. 

mishear /mis‘hia/ verb (past & past participle 
-heard /-'h3:d/) hear incorrectly or imperfectly. 

mishmash /‘m1fmzJ/ noun confused mixture. 

misinform /mism'‘fo:m/ verb give wrong 
information to; mislead. -o misinformation 
/-fe'm-/ noun. 

misinterpret /mism'ts:prit/ verb (-t-) interpret 
wrongly. o misinterpretation noun. 

misjudge /mis'd5ad5s/ verb (-ging) judge 
wrongly. o misjudgement noun. 

m get wrong, guess wrongly, jump to the wrong 

conclusion, make a mistake, miscalculate, 

misinterpret, overestimate, overvalue, 

underestimate, undervalue. 


mislay /mıs'ler/ verb (past & past participle 
-laid) accidentally put (thing) where it cannot 
readily be found. 


| u lose, misplace. 


mislead /mis'li:d/ verb (past & past participle 
-led) cause to infer what is not true; deceive. 
o misleading adjective. 
u bluff, confuse, deceive, delude, fool, lead astray, 
colloquial lead up the garden path, lie to, 
misdirect, misinform, outwit, puzzle, colloquial 
take for a ride, take in, trick. o misleading see 
DECEPTIVE. 


mismanage /mis'menid3/ verb (-ging) 
manage badly or wrongly. o mismanagement 
noun. 


mismatch verb /mis'mztf/ match unsuitably, 
esp. in marriage. © noun /‘mismztS/ bad match. 


misnomer /mis'neume/ noun wrongly used 
name or term. 


misogyny /mr'spdsm1/ noun hatred of women. 
a misogynist noun. 


misplace /mis'pleis/ verb (-cing) 1 put in wrong 
place. 2 bestow (affections, confidence, etc.) on 
inappropriate object. o misplacement noun. 


misprint noun /‘misprmnt/ printingerror. © verb 
/mus'prmt/ print wrongly. 

mispronounce /mispre‘nauns/ verb (-cing) 
Pronounce (word etc.) wrongly. o mispronunci- 
ation /-nansr‘er-/ noun. 


misquote /mis'kwaut/ verb (-ting) quote inac- 
curately. o misquotation noun. 

misread /mis'ri:d/ verb (past & past participle 
-read /-'red/) read or interpret wrongly. 

misrepresent /misrepri'zent/ verb represent 


wrongly; give false account of. o misrepre- 
sentation noun. 
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misrule /mis'ru:1/ noun bad government. © verb 
ling) govern badly. 


Miss noun: title of girl or unmarried woman. 


miss verb 1 fail to hit, reach, find, catch, or per- 
ceive. 2 fail to seize (opportunity etc.), meet 
(person etc.), attend (meeting etc.), or kee 
(appointment etc.). 3 regret absence of. 4 avoid, 
5 (of engine etc.) misfire. © noun failure. o give 
(thing) a miss colloquial avoid. miss out omit. 
a verb 1 (miss a target) be wide of, fall short of; 
(miss a mistake) overlook, pass over. 2 (miss an 
opportunity) forgo, let go, lose, colloquial Pass up; 
(miss an appointment) absent oneself from, be 
absent from, be too late for, forget, play truant from, 
colloquial skip, slang skive off. 3 grieve for, long for, 
need, pine for, want, yearn for. 4 avoid, bypass, 
dodge, escape, evade, sidestep. o miss out see 
OMIT 1, 


missal /‘mis(2)l/ noun RC Church 1 book of texts 
for Mass. 2 book of prayers. 


misshapen /mıs'ferpən/ adjective deformed, 
distorted. 

m awry, bent, contorted, crippled, crooked, 

crumpled, deformed, disfigured, distorted, 

gnarled, grotesque, knotted, malformed, 

monstrous, screwed up, tangled, twisted, twisty, 

ugly, warped. 


missile /‘misatl/ noun 1 object, esp. weapon, 
suitable for throwing at target or discharging 
from machine. 2 weapon directed by remote 
control or automatically. 


l u brickbat, projectile, weapon. 


missing adjective 1 not in its place; lost. 2 not 
present. 3 (of person) not traced but not known 
to be dead. 

a 1 absent, disappeared, gone, lost, mislaid, 

misplaced, removed. 2 absent, slang skiving, 

straying, truant. 3 disappeared, unaccounted-for. 


mission /‘m1J(e)n/ noun 1 task or goal assigned 
to person or group. 2 journey undertaken as part 
ofthis. 3 person’s vocation. 4 military or scient- 
ific expedition. 5 group of people sent to conduct 
negotiations or to evangelize. 6 missionary post. 
@ 1 aim, assignment, commission, duty, function, 
goal, job, objective, purpose, quest, undertaking. 
3 calling, life's work, métier, occupation, 
profession, vocation. 4 campaign, historical 
crusade, expedition, journey, sortie, voyage. 5 
delegation, deputation, task force. 


missionary /‘mifenart/ adjective of or con- 
cerned with religious missions, esp. abroad. 
eou (plural -ies) person doing missionary 
work. 


u noun evangelist, minister, preacher, 
Proselytizer. 


missis = missus. 

missive /‘misiv/ noun.1 jocular letter. 2 official 
letter. 

misspell /mis'spel/ verb (past & past participle 
-spelt or -spelled) spell wrongly. 
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misspend [mis'spend/ verb ( past & past parti- 
ciple -spent) (esp. as misspent adjective) spend 
wrongly or wastefully. 

misstate /mis'steit/ verb (-ting) state wrongly 
or inaccurately. 0 misstatement noun. 


missus /‘misiz/ noun (also missis) colloquial or 
jocular 1 form of address to woman. 2 (the missis) 
colloquial my or your wife. 


mist noun 1 water vapour in minute drops limit- 
ing visibility. 2 condensed vapour obscuring 
glass etc. 3 dimness or blurring of sight caused 
by tears etc. © verb cover or be covered (as) with 


mist. 


u noun cloud, drizzle, fog, haze, smog, vapour. 2 
condensation, film, steam. 


mistake /mr'sterk/ noun incorrect idea or 
opinion; thing incorrectly done, thought, or 
judged. © verb (-king; past mistook /-'stuk/; past 
participle mistaken) 1 misunderstand meaning 
of. 2 (+ for) wrongly take (person, thing) for 
another. 
n noun slang bloomer, blunder, colloquial boob, 
botch, slang clanger, erratum, error, false step, 
fault, faux pas, gaffe, colloquial howler, inaccuracy, 
indiscretion, lapse, misapprehension, 
miscalculation, misconception, misjudgement, 
misprint, misspelling, misunderstanding, 
omission, oversight, slip, colloquial slip-up, 
solecism, wrong move. © verb 1 get wrong, 
misconstrue, misinterpret, misjudge, misread, 
misunderstand, take the wrong way. 2 (mistake for) 
confuse with, mix up with, take for. 


mistaken /mr'stetken/ adjective 1 wrong in 
opinion or judgement. 2 based on or resulting 
from error. o mistakenly adverb. 

a erroneous, distorted, false, faulty, ill-judged, 

inaccurate, inappropriate, Incorrect, inexact, ' 

misguided, misinformed, unfounded, unjust, 

unsound, wrong. 


mister /‘mista/ noun colloquial or jocular: form 
of address to man. 


mistime /mis'tam/ verb (-ming) say or do at 
wrong time, o mistimed adjective. : 
m o mistimed early, inconvenient, inopportune 
late, unseasonable, untimely. : 


mistle thrush /‘mis(9)l/ noun large thrush that 
eats mistletoe berries. 


mistletoe /'mıs(ə)ltəv/ noun parasitic white- 
berried plant. ; 


mistook past of MISTAKE. 


mistral /'mıstr(ə)l, mr'stra:1/ noun cold N. or NW 
winding Fran aN 


mistreat /mus'tri:t/ verb treat badly. o mis- 
treatment noun. z 

a abuse, batter, damage, harm, hurt, ill-treat, 

ill-use, injure, knock about, maltreat, colloquial 

manhandle, misuse, molest. ` 


mistress ['mistrıs/ noun 1 female head of 
ousehold. 2 woman in authority. 3 female 


a 


misspend | mitigate 


owner of pet. 4 female teacher. 5 woman having 
illicit sexual relationship with (usually married) 
man. 


| a 3 keeper, owner. 4 see TEACHER. 5 see LOVER 2. 


mistrial /mus'trarel/ noun trial made invalid by 
error. 


mistrust /mis'trast/ verb 1 be suspicious of. 2 
feel no confidence in. @ noun 1 suspicion. 2 lack 
of confidence. o mistrustful adjective. mistrust- 
fully adverb. 

a verb be sceptical about, be suspicious of, be 
wary of, disbelieve, distrust, doubt, fear, have 
doubts about, have misgivings about, have 
reservations about, question, suspect. © noun 
apprehension, distrust, doubt, misgiving, 
reservation, scepticism, suspicion, uncertainty, 
unsureness, wariness. ‘ 


misty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of or covered with 
mist. 2 dim in outline. 3 obscure. a mistily 
adverb. 

a bleary, blurred, blurry, clouded, cloudy, dim, 

faint, foggy, fuzzy, hazy, indistinct, murky, 

obscure, opaque, shadowy, smoky, steamy, 

unclear, vague. 


misunderstand /misande'stzend/ verb( past & 
past participle -stood /-'stud/) 1 understand 
incorrectly. 2 misinterpret words or actions of 
(person). 

u get wrong, misapprehend, miscalculate, 

misconceive, misconstrue, mishear, misinterpret, 

misjudge, misread, mistake. 


misunderstanding noun 1 failure to under- 
stand correctly. 2 slight disagreement. 
1 error, false impression, misapprehension, 
miscalculation, misconception, misconstruction, 
misinterpretation, misjudgement, misreading, 
mistake, mix-up, wrong idea. 2 argument, 
contretemps, controversy, difference of opinion, 
disagreement, discord, dispute, quarrel. 


misuse verb /mus'ju:z/ (-sing) 1 use wrongly. 2 
ill-treat. @noun /mis'ju:s/ wrong or improper 


use. 

m verb 1 fritter away, misapply, misappropriate, 
mishandle, misspend, pervert, squander, waste. 2 
abuse, batter, damage, harm, hurt, ill-treat, ill-use, 
injure, knock about, maltreat, colloquial 
manhandle, mistreat, molest. © noun abuse, 
corruption, ill-treatment, ill-use, maltreatment, 
misapplication, misappropriation, mishandling, 
mistreatment, perversion. : 


mite‘ noun small arachnid, esp. of kind found in 
cheese etc. 


mite? oun 1 small monetary unit. 2 small object 
or child. 3 modest contribution. 


miter US = MITRE. 


mitigate /‘mitigert/ verb (ting) make less 
intense or severe. o mitigation noun. 


USAGE Mitigate is often confused with militate, 
which means ‘to have force or effect’. 


mitre | mobilize 


| m abate, allay, alleviate, decrease, ease, 
extenuate, lessen, lighten, moderate, palliate, 
qualify, reduce, relieve, soften, take the edge off, 
temper, tone down. 


mitre /'maita/ (US miter) noun 1 bishop's or 
abbot's tall deeply cleft headdress. 2 joint of two 
pieces of wood at angle of 90°, such that line of 
junction bisects this angle. © verb (-ring) 1 
bestow mitre on. 2 join with mitre. 


mitt noun (also mitten) 1 glove with only one 
compartment for the 4 fingers and another for 
thumb. 2 glove leaving fingers and thumb-tip 
bare. 3 slang hand. 4 baseball glove. 


mix verb 1 combine or put together (two or more 
substances or things) so that constituents ofeach 
are diffused among those of the other(s). 2 
prepare (compound, cocktail, etc.) by combining 
ingredients. 3 combine (activities etc.). 4 join, be 
mixed. 5 be compatible. 6 be sociable. 7 (+ with) 
be harmonious with. 8 combine (two or more 
sound signals) into one. enoun 1 mixing, 
mixture. 2 proportion of materials in mixture. 3 
ingredients prepared commercially for making 
cake, concrete, etc. o mix up 1 mix thoroughly. 
2 confuse. mix-up misunderstanding, mistake. 

m verb 1, 4 alloy, amalgamate, blend, coalesce, 

combine, literary commingle, compound, 

confuse, diffuse, emulsify, fuse, go together, 

homogenize, incorporate, integrate, intermingle, 

join, jumble up, merge, mingle, mix up, muddle, put 
together, shuffle, stir together, unite. 3 combine, 

confuse, mingle, unite. 6 see SOCIALIZE 1. © noun 1 

amalgam, assortment, blend, combination, 

compound, mixture, range, variety. 


mixed /mikst/ adjective 1 of diverse qualities or 
elements. 2 containing people from various 
backgrounds, of both sexes, etc. o mixed bag or 
bunch diverse assortment of things or persons. 
mixed marriage marriage between people of 
different race or religion. mixed-up colloquial 
mentally or emotionally confused; socially 
ill-adjusted. 
n 1 (mixed sweets) assorted, different, diverse, 
heterogeneous, miscellaneous, varied, various; 
(mixed teams) amalgamated, combined, 
composite, integrated, joint, united; (mixed breed) 
hybrid, mongrel; (mixed feelings) ambiguous, 
ambivalent, confused, equivocal, muddled, 
uncertain. 


mixer noun 1 machine for mixing foods etc. 2 
person who manages socially in specified way. 3 
(usually soft) drink to be mixed with spirit. 4 
device combining separate signals from micro- 
phones etc. . 

mixture /‘mikstfe/ noun 1 process of mixing. 
2 result of mixing; combination of ingredients, 
qualities, etc. 

m 1 amalgamation, association, combination, 
conglomeration, fusion, intermingling, merger, 
mingling, mixing, synthesis. 2 alloy, amalgam, 
amalgamation, assortment, blend, Collection, 
combination, composite, compound, concoction, 
conglomeration, cross-breed, emulsion, farrago, 
fusion, hotchpotch, hybrid, jumble, medley, 
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mélange, merger, mess, miscellany, mishmash, 
mix, mongrel, motley collection, pastiche, 
pot-pourri, selection, suspension, synthesis, 
variety. 


mizen-mast /‘miz(2)n/ noun mast next aft of 
mainmast. 

ml abbreviation 1 millilitre(s). 2 mile(s), 

Mlle abbreviation (plural -s) Mademoiselle. 

MM abbreviation 1 Messieurs. 2 Military Medal. 

mm abbreviation millimetre(s). 

Mme abbreviation (plural -s) Madame. 

mnemonic /nrmonik/ adjective of or designed 
to aid memory. © noun mnemonic word, verse, 
etc. o mnemonically adverb. 

MO abbreviation 1 Medical Officer. 2 money 
order. 

mo /mavu/ noun (plural -s) colloquial moment. 

moan noun 1 low murmur expressing physical 
or mental suffering or pleasure. 2 colloquial com- 
plaint. © verb 1 make moan or moans. 2 collo- 
quial complain, grumble. o moaner noun. 

@ noun 2 complaint, grievance, colloquial gripe. 

© verb 1 cry, groan, keen, sigh, ululate, wail, weep, 

whimper, whine. 2 complain, grieve, colloquial 

gripe, colloquial grouse, grumble, whine, 

colloquial whinge. 


moat noun defensive ditch round castle etc., 
usually filled with water. 

mob noun 1 disorderly crowd; rabble. 2 (the 
mob) usually derogatory the populace. 3 collo- 
quial gang, group. 4 (the Mob) colloquial the 
Mafia or similar criminal organization. e verb 
(-bb-) crowd round to attack or admire. o mob 
law or rule law or rule imposed and enforced by 
mob. 

m noun 1 colloquial bunch, crowd, derogatory 

herd, usually derogatory horde, host, multitude, 

usually derogatory pack, press, rabble, swarm, 

throng. © verb besiege, crowd round, hem in, 

jostle, surround, swarm round, throng round. 


mob-cap noun historical woman's indoor cap 
covering all the hair. 

mobile /'maubail/ adjective 1 movable. 2 able 
to move easily. 3 (of face etc.) readily changing 
expression. 4 (of shop etc.) accommodated in 
vehicle to serve various places. 5 (of person) able 
to change social status. © noun decoration that 
may be hung so as to turn freely. 0 mobility 
/ma'bil-/ noun. 

m adjective 1 motorized, movable, portable, 

transportable, unfixed. 2 active, agile, 

independent, nimble, colloquial on the go, up and 

about. 3 animated, changeable, changing, 

expressive, flexible, fluid, shifting. 4 itinerant, 

travelling. 


mobilize /'məubilaız/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
~sing) make or become ready for (esp. military) 
service or action. a mobilization noun. 

m activate, assemble, call up, conscript, enlist, 

enrol, gather, get together, levy, marshal, muster, 

organize, rally, stir up, summon. 
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mobster /'mobsta/ noun slang gangster. 


moccasin /‘mokesm/ noun soft flat-soled shoe 
originally worn by N. American Indians. 


mock verb 1 (often + at) ridicule, scoff (at); treat 
with scorn or contempt. 2 mimic contemptu- 
ously. © adjective 1 sham, imitation. 2 as a trial 
run. o mock turtle soup soup made from calf's 
head etc. mock-up experimental model of pro- 
posed structure etc. o mocking adjective. mock- 
Ingly adverb. 
n verb 1 decry, deride, disparage, flout, gibe at, 
insult, jeer at, lampoon, laugh at, make fun of, 
make sport of, parody, poke fun at, ridicule, satirize, 
scoff at, scorn, colloquial send up, sneer at, 
tantalize, taunt, tease, travesty. 2 see MIMIC verb 1. 
o adjective’ artificial, counterfeit, ersatz, fake, 
false, imitation, make-believe, man-made, 
colloquial pretend, sham, simulated, substitute. 2 
simulated, trial. co mocking contemptuous, 
derisive, disparaging, disrespectful, insulting, 
irreverent, jeering, rude, sarcastic, satirical, 
scornful, taunting, teasing, uncomplimentary, 
unkind. 


mockery noun (plural -ies) 1 derision. 2 coun- 
terfeit or absurdly inadequate representation; 
travesty. 

n 1 derision, insults, jeering, laughter, ridicule, 

sarcasm, scorn. 2 burlesque, caricature, 

lampoon, parody, satire, colloquial send-up, 

colloquial spoof, colloquial take-off, travesty. 


mode noun 1 way in which thing is done. 2 pre- 
vailing fashion..3 Music any of several types of 
scale. 


u 1 approach, configuration, manner, medium, 
method, modus operandi, procedure, set-up, 
system, technique, way. 2 see FASHION noun 1. 


model /'mnd(e)l/ noun 1 representation in 3 
dimensions of existing person or thing or of pro- 
Posed structure, esp. on smaller scale. 2 simpli- 
fied description of system etc. 3 clay, wax, etc. 
figure for reproduction in another material. 4 
particular design or style, esp. of car. 5 exem- 
plary person or thing. 6 person employed to pose 
for artist or photographer, or to wear clothes etc. 
for display. 7 (copy of) garment etc. by well- 
known designer. © adjective exemplary; ideally 
perfect. ©verb (-ll-; US -I-) 1 fashion or shape 
(figure) in clay, wax, etc. 2 (+ after, on, etc.) form 
(thing) in imitation of. 3 act or pose as model. 4 

(of person acting as model) display (garment). 

"noun 1,3 archetype, copy, dummy, effigy, 

facsimile, image, imitation, likeness, miniature, 

mock-up, prototype, replica, representation, scale 

Model, toy; (model village) imitation, miniature, 

Scaled-down, toy. 4 brand, design, kind, mark, 

Style, type, version. 5 byword, epitome, example, 

exemplar, ideal, nonpareil, paragon, pattern, 

Standard, yardstick. 6 mannequin, poser, sitter, 

Subject. © adjective exemplary, ideal, perfect, 

unequalled. @ verb 1 carve, fashion, form, make, 


mould, sculpt, sha 
IMITATE 1. p! pe. 2 (model oneself on) see 


modem /‘maudem/ noun device for sending and 


B 


mobster | modest 


receiving computer data by means of telephone 
ine. 


moderate /‘moderat/ adjective 1 avoiding 
extremes; temperate in conduct or expression. 
2 fairly large or good; medium. 3 (of wind) of 
medium strength. 4 (of prices) fairly low. @ noun 
person of moderate views. © verb /-rert/ (-ting) 1 
make or become less violent, intense, rigorous, 
etc. 2 act as moderator of or to. o moderately 
|-rətlı/ adverb. moderation noun. 
u adjective 1 balanced, calm, cautious, cool, 
deliberate, judicious, middle-of-the-road, modest, 
normal, ordinary, rational, reasonable, 
respectable, sensible, sober, steady, temperate. 2 
average, fair, medium, middling, modest, normal, 
ordinary, reasonable, respectable, tolerable, 
unexceptional. 3 gentle, light, mild. @ verb 1 abate, 
blunt, calm, check, curb, decline, decrease, die 
down, dull, ease, ease off, keep down, lessen, 
mitigate, modify, modulate, mollify, reduce, 
regulate, restrain, slacken, subdue, subside, 
temper, tone down. o moderately comparatively, 
fairly, passably, colloquial pretty, quite, rather, 
reasonably, somewhat, to some extent. 
moderation balance, caution, common sense, 
fairness, reasonableness, restraint, reticence, 
sobriety, temperance. 


moderator noun 1 arbitrator, mediator. 2 pre- 
siding officer. 3 Presbyterian minister presid- 
ing over ecclesiastical body. 

modern /‘mnd(a)n/ adjective 1 of present and 
recent times. 2 in current fashion; not anti- 
quated. © noun person living in modern times. 
o modernity /mə'd3:n-/ noun. 

@ adjective advanced, avant-garde, 

contemporary, current, fashionable, 

forward-looking, fresh, futuristic, in vogue, (the) 

latest, modish, new, newfangled, novel, present, 

present-day, progressive, recent, stylish, 

colloquial often derogatory trendy, up to date, up 

to the minute, colloquial with it. 


modernism /'mvd(ə)nız(ə)m/ noun modern 
ideas or methods. o modernist noun & adjective. 
modernistic /-‘nistik/ adjective. 

modernize verb (also-ise) (-zing or-sing) make 
modern; adapt to modern needs or habits. 
o modernization noun. 

u bring up to date, colloquial do up, improve, 

rebuild, redesign, redo, refurbish, regenerate, 

rejuvenate, renovate, revamp, update. 


modest /‘mndist/ adjective 1 having humble or 
moderate estimate of one’s own merits. 2 
bashful. 3 decorous. 4 not excessive. 5 unpreten- 
tious; not extravagant. modestly adverb. 
modesty noun. 
a 1 humble, lowly, meek, quiet, self-effacing, 
simple, unassuming, unobtrusive, 
unostentatious, unpretentious. 2 bashful, coy, 
demure, diffident, reserved, restrained, reticent, 
retiring, self-conscious, shy. 3 chaste, decent, 
demure, discreet, proper, seemly. 4 limited, 
medium, middling, moderate, normal, ordinary, 
reasonable, unexceptional. 5 humble, 
inconspicuous, lowly, plain, simple, unassuming, 


modicum | momentary 


| unobtrusive, unostentatious, unpretentious. 
o modesty bashfulness, coyness, decency, 
demureness, discretion, humbleness, humility, 
lowliness, meekness, propriety, reserve, restraint, 
reticence, seemliness, self-consciousness, 
self-effacement, shame, shyness, simplicity. 


modicum /‘modikem/ noun (+ of ) small quan- 
tity of. 

modify /'mvdıfa1/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 make less 
severe. 2 make partial changes in. o modifica- 
tion noun. 

@ 1 see MODERATE verb 1. 2 adapt, adjust, alter, 

amend, change, convert, improve, reconstruct, 

redesign, remake, remodel, reorganize, revise, 

reword, rework, transform, vary. 


modish /'məvdıf/ adjective fashionable. o mod- 
ishly adverb. 

modulate /‘modjuleit/ verb (-ting) 1 regulate, 
adjust. 2 moderate. 3 adjust or vary tone or pitch 
of (speaking voice). 4 alter amplitude or fre- 
quency of (wave) by using wave of lower fre- 
quency to convey signal. 5 Music pass from one 
key to another. o modulation noun. 


a 1-3 adjust, balance, moderate, regulate, soften, 
tone down. 


module /‘modju:]/ noun 1 standardized part or 
independent unit in construction, esp. of furni- 
ture, building, spacecraft, or electronic system. 
2 unit or period of training or education. 
o modular adjective. 

modus operandi /maudas vpe'reendi/ noun 
(plural modi operandi /meudi/) method of 
working. [Latin] 

modus vivendi /meudes vr'vendi/ noun 
(plural modi vivendi /maudt/) 1 way of living or 
coping. 2 compromise between people agreeing 
to differ. [Latin] 

mog noun (also moggie) slang cat. 

mogul /'məvg(ə)l/ noun colloquial important or 
influential person. 

mohair /'məvheə/ noun 14 hair of angora goat. 2 
yarn or fabric from this. 

Mohammedan = Munammapan. 

moiety /‘moratt/ noun ( plural -ies) 1 half. 2each 
of two parts of thing. 

moiré /‘mwo:rei/ adjective 1 (of silk) watered. 2 
(of metal) having clouded appearance. 

moist adjective slightly wet; damp. o moisten 
verb. 

m clammy, damp, dank, dewy, humid, misty, 

muggy, rainy, runny, steamy, watery, wet, wettish. 

o moisten damp, dampen, humidify, moisturize, 

soak, spray, wet. 


moisture /‘maistSa/ noun water or other liquid 
i as vapour or within solid, or condensed 
on surface. 
m condensation, damp, dampness, dankness, 
dew, humidity, liquid, precipitation, Spray, steam, 
vapour, water, wet, wetness. 


moisturize verb (also-ise) (-zing or-sing) make 
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less dry (esp. skin by use of cosmetic). o moistur- 
izer noun. 

molar /'məvlə/ adjective (usually of mammals 
back teeth) serving to grind. © noun molar tooth. 

molasses /mea'lzsiz/ plural noun (treated as 
singular) 1 uncrystallized syrup extracted from 
raw sugar. 2 US treacle. 

mold US = moutp'**. 

molder US = MOULDER. 

molding US = moutoinc. 

moldy US = moutpy. 

mole" noun 1 small burrowing animal with dark 
velvety fur and very small eyes. 2 slang spy 
established in position of trust in organization. 
o molehill small mound thrown up by mole in 
burrowing. 

mole? noun small permanent dark spot on skin. 


mole? noun 1 massive structure as pier, break- 
water, or causeway. 2 artificial harbour. 


mole‘ noun SI unit of amount of substance. 


molecule /‘molikju:l/ noun group of atoms 
forming smallest fundamental unit of chemical 
compound. o molecular /ma'lekjula/ adjective. 


molest /mə'lest/ verb 1 annoy or pester (person). 
2 attack or interfere with (person), esp. sexually. 
o molestation noun. molester noun. 
m 1 annoy, badger, bother, disturb, harass, harry, 
colloquial hassle, hector, irk, irritate, colloquial 
needle, persecute, pester, colloquial plague, tease, 
torment, vex, worry. 2 abuse, assault, attack, 
ill-treat, interfere with, colloquial manhandle, 
mistreat, set on. A 


moll noun slang 1 gangster’s female companion. 
2 prostitute. 

mollify /‘molifai/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 soften. 2 
appease. o0 mollification noun. 

mollusc /'moləsk/ noun (US mollusk) inverte- 
brate with soft body and usually hard shell, e.g. 
Snail or oyster. ; 

mollycoddle /‘moliknd(a)1/ verb (-ling) coddle, 
pamper. 

molt US = moutr. ; 

molten /'məvlt(ə)n/ adjective melted, esp. made 
liquid by heat. 


| = fluid, liquefied, liquid, melted, soft. 


molto /‘moltau/ adverb Music very. 

molybdenum /ma'libdmam/ noun silver-white 
metallic element added to steel to give strength 
and resistance to corrosion. : ; 

moment /‘maument/ noun 4 very brief portion 
of time. 2 exact point of time. 3 importance. 4 
product of force and distance from its line of 
action to a point. 

u 1 flash, instant, colloquial jiffy, minute, colloquial 

second, split second, colloquial tick, trice, s; 

twinkling of an eye. 2 hour, juncture, occasion, 

opportunity, pointin time, stage, time. 


momentary adjective 1 lasting only a moment. 
2 transitory. o momentarily adverb. 
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a brief, ephemeral, literary evanescent, fleeting, 
fugitive, hasty, passing, quick, short, short-lived, 
temporary, transient, transitory. 


momentous /ma'mentes/ adjective very im- 
rtant. o momentousness noun. 

n consequential, critical, crucial, decisive, 

epoch-making, fateful, grave, historic, important, 

portentous, serious, significant, weighty. 


momentum /mə'mentəm/ noun (plural -ta) 1 
quantity of motion of moving body, the product 
of its mass and velocity. 2 impetus gained by 
movement or initial effort. 

Mon: abbreviation Monday. 

monarch /'monək/ noun sovereign with title of 
king, queen, emperor, empress, or equivalent. 
omonarchic /mə'na:k-/ adjective. monarchical 
/mə'na:k-/ adjective. 

a crowned head, emperor, empress, king, 

potentate, queen, ruler, sovereign, historical tsar, 

historical tsarina. 


monarchist noun advocate of monarchy. 


monarchy noun (plural -ies) 1 government 
headed by monarch. 2 state with this. 


| u 2 domain, empire, kingdom, formal realm. 


monastery /‘moneastr1/ noun (plural -ies) resi- 
dence of community of monks. 


monastic /ma‘'nzstik/ adjective of or like mon- 
asteries or monks, nuns, etc. o monastically 
adverb. monasticism /-siz(a)m/ noun. 


Monday /'mander/ noun day of week following 
Sunday. 


monetarism /‘maniteriz(9)m/ noun control of 
supply of money as chief method of stabilizing 
economy. o monetarist adjective & noun. 


monetary /'manıtərı/ adjective 1 of the cur- 
rency in use. 2 of or consisting of money. 


money /'manı/ noun (plural -s or monies) 1 
coins and banknotes as medium of exchange. 2 
wealth. 3 profit, payment. 4 (in plural) sums of 
money. o moneylender person lending money at 
interest. moneymaker 1 person who earns much 
money. 2 thing, idea, etc. that produces much 
money. moneymaking noun & adjective. money 

market trade in short-term stocks, loans, etc. 

money order order for payment of specified sum, 
issued by bank or Post Office. money-spinner 
thing that brings in a profit. 

u 1 banknotes, Slang bread, cash, change, coins, 

Coppers, currency, slang dough, legal tender, 

Slang lolly, derogatory lucre, notes, slang the 

ready, silver. 2 affluence, assets, capital, finance, 

fortune, funds, means, resources, riches, wealth, 


Colloquial the wherewithal. 3 see PAY noun, 
REVENUE 1. 


moneyed /‘manid/ adjective rich. 


Mongol /'mn j i i 
109(2)1/ adjective 1 of Asian people 
now inhabiting Mongolia. 2 resembling this 


People. @ noun Mongolian. 


ret golian /mon'gəulran/ noun native, 
onal, or language of Mongolia. © adjective of 


a 


momentous | monogamy 


or relating to Mongolia or its people or language. 


Mongoloid /‘mongeloid/ adjective character- 
istic of Mongolians, esp. in having broad flat 
yellowish face. © noun Mongoloid person. 


mongoose /'mpngu:s/ noun (plural -s) small 
flesh-eating civet-like mammal. 


mongrel /‘mangr(e)l/ noun 1 dog of no definable 
type or breed. 2 any animal or plant resulting 
from crossing of different breeds or types. 
© adjective of mixed origin or character. 


| m noun cross, cross-breed, hybrid, mixed breed. 


monies plural of Money. 


monitor /‘monita/ noun 1 person or device for 
checking. 2 school pupil with disciplinary etc. 
duties. 3 television set used to select or verify 
picture being broadcast or to display computer 
data. 4 person who listens to and reports on 
foreign broadcasts etc. 5 detector of radioactive 
contamination. @verb 1 act as monitor of. 2 
maintain regular surveillance over. 

a noun 1 detector, guardian, supervisor, 

watchdog. 2 prefect. 3 screen, set, television, TV, 

VDU, visual display unit. @ verb audit, check, 

examine, keep an eye on, oversee, record, 

supervise, trace, track, watch. 


monk /mank/ noun member of religious com- 
munity of men living under vows. o monkish 
adjective. 


| u brother, friar. 


monkey /‘mayki/ noun (plural -eys) 1 any of 

various primates, e.g. baboons, marmosets. 2 
mischievous person, esp. child. @verb (-eys, 
-eyed) 1 (often + with) tamper; play mischievous 
tricks. 2 (+ about, around) fool about. o monkey 
business colloquial mischief. monkey-nut 
peanut. monkey-puzzle tree with hanging 
prickly branches. monkey wrench wrench with 
adjustable jaw. 


| a noun 1 ape, primate, simian. 


monkshood /‘mankshud/ noun poisonous 
plant with hood-shaped flowers. 

mono /‘monav/ colloquial adjective monophonic. 
© noun monophonic reproduction. 

mono- combining form (usually mon- before 
vowel) one, alone, single. 

monochromatic /monokre'metik/ adjective 
(of light or other radiation) of single colour or 
wavelength. 2 containing only one colour. 

monochrome /‘monekraum/ noun photo- 
graph or picture in one colour, or in black and 
white only. e@adjective having or using one 
colour or black and white only. 

monocle /'monək(ə)l/ noun single eyeglass. 


monocular /mə'nvkjulə/ adjective with or for 
one eye. 

monody /‘monedi/ noun (plural-ies) 1 ode sung 
by one actor in Greek tragedy. 2 poem lamenting 
person's death. 


monogamy /mə'nvgəmı/ noun practice or state 


monogram | monumental 


of being married to one person at a time. 
o monogamous adjective. 

monogram /'monəgræm/ noun two or more 
letters, esp. initials, interwoven. 

monograph /'monegra:f/ noun treatise on 
single subject. 

monolith /‘moneli0/ noun 1 single block of 
stone, esp. shaped into pillar etc. 2 person or 
thing like monolith in being massive, immov- 
able, or solidly uniform. o monolithic /-'110-/ 
adjective. 

monologue /‘monealog/ noun 1 scene in drama 
in which person speaks alone. 2 dramatic com- 
position for one performer. 3 long speech by one 
person in conversation etc. 

monomania /monə'memıə/ noun obsession by 
single idea or interest. o monomaniac noun & 
adjective. 

monophonic /mone'fontk/ adjective (of 
sound-reproduction) using only one channel of 
transmission. 

monoplane /‘moneplem/ noun aeroplane with 
one set of wings. 

monopolist /ma‘nvpolist/ moun person who has 
or advocates monopoly. o monopolistic /-'lis-/ 
adjective. 

monopolize /mə'nopəlarz/ verb (also -ise) 
(-zing or -sing) 1 obtain exclusive possession or 
control of (trade etc.). 2 dominate (conversation, 
attention, etc.). o monopolization noun. mon- 
opolizer noun. 

m control, corner the market in, dominate, 

colloquial hog, keep for oneself, own, shut others 

out of, take over. 


monopoly /mə'nvopəlı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
exclusive possession or control of trade in com- 
modity or service. 2 (+ of, US on) sole possession 
or control. 


monorail /‘monevrell/ noun railway with 
single-rail track. 


monosodium glutamate /monov'saudiam 
‘glu:tamert/ noun sodium salt of glutamic acid 
used to enhance flavour of food. 


monosyllable /‘monesilab(e)l/ noun word of 
one syllable. o monosyllabic /-‘leb-/ adjective. 


monotheism /‘mone(i:1z(2)m/ noun doctrine 
that there is only one God. o monotheist noun. 
monotheistic /-'tst-/ adjective. 


monotone /‘monataun/ noun sound continuing 
or repeated on one note or without change of 
pitch. 


monotonous /ma'notanas/ adjective lacking in 
variety; tedious through sameness. o monoton- 
ously adverb. monotony noun. 

m boring, colourless, dreary, dull, featureless, flat, 
level, repetitious, repetitive, soporific, tedious, 

tiresome, tiring, toneless, unchanging, 

uneventful, unexciting, uniform, uninteresting, 

unvarying, wearisome. 


monoxide /mə'noksard/ noun oxide containing 
one oxygen atom. 


ae 


484 


Monseigneur /monsen‘j3:/ noun (plural Mes- 
seigneurs /mesen'j3:/) title given to eminent 
French person, esp. prince, cardinal, etc, [French] 


Monsieur /mə'sj3:/ noun (plural Messieurs 
/mes'ja:/) title used of or to French-speaking 
man. 


Monsignor /mon'si:nja/ noun (plural -nori 
|-njazri/) title of various RC priests and officials. 


monsoon /mon'su:n/ noun 1 wind in S. Asia, 
esp. in Indian Ocean. 2 rainy season accompany- 
ing summer monsoon. 


monster /‘monsta/ noun 1 imaginary creature, 
usually large and frightening. 2 inhumanly 
wicked person. 3 misshapen animal or plant. 4 
large, usually ugly, animal or thing. © adjective 
huge. 

a noun 1 beast, bogeyman, demon, fiend, giant, 

ogre, troll. 2 beast, brute, demon, devil, fiend, ogre. 

3 abortion, freak, monstrosity, mutant. 4 giant, 

monstrosity. 


monstrance /‘monstrans/ noun RC Church 
vessel in which host is exposed for veneration. 


monstrosity /mon'strositi/ noun (plural -ies) 
huge or outrageous thing. 


monstrous /‘monstres/ adjective 1 like a 
monster; abnormally formed. 2 huge. 3 out- 
rageously wrong; atrocious. o monstrously 
adverb. 
n 2 colossal, elephantine, enormous, gargantuan, 
giant, gigantic, great, huge, colloquial hulking, 
immense, colloquial jumbo, mammoth, mighty, 
prodigious, titanic, towering, colloquial 
tremendous, vast. 3 abhorrent, atrocious, 
colloquial awful, beastly, brutal, cruel, devilish, 
disgusting, dreadful, evil, execrable, gross, 
gruesome, heinous, hideous, horrendous, 
horrible, horrific, horrifying, inhuman, obscene, « 
outrageous, repulsive, shocking, terrible, ugly, 
villainous, wicked. 


montage /mon'ta:3/ noun 1 selection, cutting, 
and arrangement as consecutive whole, of separ- 
ate sections of cinema or television film. 2 com- 
posite whole made from juxtaposed photographs 
etc. 


month /man0/ noun 1 (in full calendar month) 
each of 12 divisions of year. 2 period of time 
between same dates in successive calendar 
months. 3 period of 28 days. 


monthly adjective done, produced, or occurring 
once every month. e@adverb every month. 
© noun (plural -ies) monthly periodical. 


monument /‘monjument/ noun anything 
enduring that serves to commemorate, eSP- 
structure, building, or memorial stone. 

m cairn, cenotaph, cross, gravestone, headstone, 

mausoleum, memorial, obelisk, shrine, tomb, 

tombstone. 


monumental /monju'ment(a)l/ adjective 1 
extremely great; stupendous. 2 massive and per- 
manent. 3 of or serving as monument. 
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a 1, 2 awe-inspiring, awesome, classic, enduring, 
epoch-making, grand, great, historic, impressive, 
large-scale, lasting, major, memorable, 
stupendous, unforgettable. 3 commemorative, 
memorial. 


moo noun (plural -s) characteristic sound of 
cattle. © verb (moos, mooed) make this sound. 


mooch verb colloquial 1 (usually + about, 
around) wander aimlessly. 2 esp. US cadge. 
mood 'zoun 1 state of mind or feeling. 2 fit of bad 
temper or depression. o in the mood inclined. 
1 atmosphere, attitude, disposition, feeling, 
frame of mind, humour, inclination, nature, spirit, 
state of mind, temper, tone, vein. O in the mood 
see READY adjective 3. 


mood’ noun Grammar form(s) of verb indicat- 
ing whether it expresses fact, command, wish, 
etc. 
moody adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 given to changes 
of mood. 2 gloomy, sullen. 
u 1 capricious, changeable, erratic, fickle, 
inconstant, mercurial, temperamental, 
unpredictable, unreliable, unstable, volatile. 2 
abrupt, bad-tempered, cantankerous, crabby, 
cross, crotchety, depressed, depressive, 
disgruntled, gloomy, grumpy, huffy, ill-humoured, 
irritable, melancholy, miserable, morose, peevish, 
petulant, sad, short, short-tempered, colloquial 
snappy, sulky, sullen, temperamental, testy, 
touchy. 


moon zoun 1 natural satellite of the earth, orbit- 
ing it monthly, illuminated by and reflecting 
sun. 2 satellite of any planet. @ verb (often + 
about, around) wander aimlessly or listlessly. 
Omoonbeam ray of moonlight. moonlight 
@noun light of moon. © verb colloquial have 
other paid occupation, esp. one by night as well 
as one by day. moonlit lit by the moon. moon- 
shine 1 foolish or visionary talk. 2 illicit alcohol. 
moonshot launching of spacecraft to moon. 
moonstone feldspar of pearly appearance. 
Moonstruck slightly mad. over the moon 
delighted. n moonless adjective. 


moony adjective (-ier, -iest) listless; stupidly 
dreamy. 


Moor /mua/ noun member of a Muslim people of 
Africa. o Moorish adjective. 
moor! /mua/ noun open uncultivated upland, 
esp. when covered with heather. o moorhen 
Small waterfowl. moorland large area of moor. 
u fell, heath, moorland. 


moor? /mua/ verb attach (boat etc.) to fixed 
object. 0 moorage noun. 


m anchor, berth, dock, fasten, make fast, secure, 
tie up, 


mooring noun 1 (often in plural) place where 


boatetc. is moored 2(inpli 
3 . ural) set of permanent 
anchors and chains. 3 , Las 


fare noun (plural same) N. American deer; 


Moot adjective debatable, undecided. @ verb 


i 


moo | moratorium 


raise (question) for discussion. © noun historical 
assembly. 


mop noun 1 bundle of yarn or cloth or a sponge 

on end of stick for cleaning floors etc. 2 thick 

mass of hair. © verb (-pp-) wipe or clean (as) with 

mop. (mop up 1 wipe with mop. 2 colloquial 

absorb. 3 dispose of. 4 complete occupation of 

ace etc.) by capturing or killing enemy troops 
ere. 


mope verb (-ping) be depressed or listless. 
@noun person who mopes. o mopy adjective 
ler, -iest). 

a verb brood, despair, grieve, languish, moon, 
pine, sulk. 


moped /‘mauped/ noun low-powered motorized 
bicycle. ` 


moquette /mv'ket/ noun thick pile or looped 
material used for upholstery etc. 


moraine /mə'rem/ noun area of debris carried 
down and deposited by glacier. 


moral /'mor(ə)l/ adjective 4 concerned with 
goodness or badness of character or behaviour, 
or with difference between right and wrong. 2 
virtuous in conduct. © noun 1 moral lesson of 
story etc. 2 (in plural) moral principles or be- 
haviour. o moral support psychological rather 
than physical help. o morally adverb. 
a adjective 1 ethical, moralistic, moralizing. 2 
blameless, chaste, decent, ethical, good, 
high-minded, honest, honourable, incorruptible, 
innocent, irreproachable, just, law-abiding, noble, 
principled, proper, pure, respectable, responsible, 
right, righteous, sinless, trustworthy, truthful, 
upright, upstanding, virtuous. @ noun 1 lesson, 
maxim, meaning, message, point, precept, 
principle, teaching. 2 (morals) see MORALITY 1-3. 


morale /me'ra:]/ noun confidence, determin- 
ation, etc. of person or group. 
u attitude, cheerfulness, confidence, esprit de 
corps, heart, mood, self-confidence, self-esteem, 
spirit, state of mind. 


moralist /‘morolist/ noun person who practises 
or teaches morality. o moralistic /-'ls-/ adjec- 
tive. 

morality /mo'reliti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
(system of) moral principles. 2 degree of con- 
formity to moral principles. 3 moral conduct. 4 
science of morals. 

a 1-3 behaviour, conduct, decency, ethics, ethos, 

fairness, goodness, honesty, ideals, integrity, 

justice, morals, principles, propriety, rectitude, 

righteousness, rightness, scruples, standards, 

uprightness, virtue. 4 ethics, morals. 


moralize /‘morelatz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) (often + on) indulge in moral reflection or 
talk. o moralization noun. 


u lecture, philosophize, pontificate, preach, 
| sermonize. 


morass /ma'res/ noun 1 entanglement. 2 liter- 
ary bog. 
moratorium /more'to:r1em/ noun (plural -s or 


morbid | mortify 


-ria) 1 (often + on) temporary prohibition or sus- 
pension (of activity). 2 legal authorization to 
debtors to postpone payment. 
morbid /'mo:bid/ adjective 1 (of mind, ideas, etc.) 
unwholesome. 2 colloquial melancholy. 3 of or 
indicative of disease. 0 morbidity /-'bid-/ noun. 
morbidly adverb. 
m 1 black (humour), ghoulish, grim, grotesque, 
gruesome, macabre, monstrous, colloquial sick, 
unhealthy, unpleasant, unwholesome. 2 brooding, 
dejected, depressed, gloomy, lugubrious, 
melancholy, morose, pessimistic, sombre, 
unhappy. 3 diseased, pathological, unhealthy. 


mordant /'mo:d(a)nt/ adjective 1 (of sarcasm 
etc.) caustic, biting. 2 smarting. 3 corrosive, 
cleansing. @ noun mordant substance. 

more /mə:/ adjective 1 greater in quantity or 
degree. 2 additional. © noun greater quantity, 
number, or amount. © adverb 1 to greater degree 
orextent. 2 forming comparative of adjectives and 
adverbs. omere or less 1 in greater or lesser 
degree. 2 approximately. 

u adjective added, additional, extra, further, 
increased, longer, new, other, renewed, 

supplementary. 


morello /mə'reləv/ noun ( plural-s) sour kind of 
dark cherry. 

moreover /mo:'reuva/ adverb besides, in add- 
ition. 


u also, as well, besides, further, furthermore, in 
addition, too. 


mores /mo:reiz/ plural noun customs or con- 
ventions of community. 

morganatic /mə:gə'nætık/ adjective (of mar- 
riage) between person of high rank and one of 
lower rank, the latter and the latter’s children 
having no claim to possessions of former. 


morgue /m9:g/ noun 1 mortuary. 2 room or file 
ofmalscellaneows information kept by newspaper 
Office. 

moribund /‘moriband/ adjective 1 at point of 
death. 2 lacking vitality. 


Mormon /'mə:mən/ noun member of Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. o Mormonism 
noun. 


morn noun poetical morning. 


morning /'mo:nm/ noun early part of day till 
noonor lunchtime. o morning coat tailcoat with 
front cut away. morning dress man’s morning 
coat and striped trousers. morning glory 
climbing plant with trumpet-shaped flowers. 
morning sickness nausea felt in morning in 
pregnancy. morning star planet, usually Venus, 
seen in east before sunrise. 

morocco /mə'rokəv/ noun (plural -s) fine flex- 
ible leather of goatskin tanned with sumac. 

moron /‘mo:ron/ noun 1 colloquial very stupid 
person. 2 adult with mental age of 8-12. 
o moronic /mə'r-/ adjective. 


morose /me'raus/ adjective sullen, gloomy. 
o morosely adverb. moroseness noun. 


oO 
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u bad-tempered, churlish, depressed, gloomy, 
glum, grim, humourless, ill-natured, melancholy, 
moody, mournful, pessimistic, sad, saturnine, : 
sour, sulky, sullen, surly, taciturn, unhappy, 
unsociable. 


a m 

morphia /'mo:fia/ noun morphine. 

morphine /'mə:fi:n/ noun narcotic drug from 
opium. 

morphology /mo:'foled31/ noun study of forms 
of things, esp. ofanimals and plants and of words 
and their structure. o morphological /-fo'lod3-/ 
adjective. 

morris dance /‘moris/ noun traditional 
English dance in fancy costume. uo morris 
dancer noun. morris dancing noun. 

morrow /‘morau/ noun (usually the morrow) lit- 
erary following day. 

Morse /mə:s/ noun (in full Morse code) code in 
which letters, numbers, etc. are represented by 
combinations of long and short light or sound 
signals. 

morsel /'mə:s(ə)l/ noun mouthful; small piece 
(esp. of food). 

n bit, bite, crumb, fragment, gobbet, mouthful, 

nibble, piece, sample, scrap, soupçon, spoonful, 

taste, titbit. 


mortal /'mə:t(ə)l/ adjective 1 subject to death. 2 
causing death. 3 (of combat) fought to the death. 
4 (of enemy) implacable. © noun human being. 
o mortal sin sin depriving soul of salvation. 
o mortally adverb. 

u adjective 1 ephemeral, human, passing, 

temporal, transient. 2 deadly, fatal, lethal, 

terminal. 4 deadly, implacable, irreconcilable, 
remorseless, sworn, unrelenting. © noun 
creature, human being, man, person, soul, woman. 


mortality /mo:'telitr/ noun (plural-ies) 1 being 
subject to death. 2 loss of life on large scale. 3 (in 
full mortality rate) death rate. 

n 1 humanity, impermanence, transience. 2 death, 

dying, loss of life. 3 death rate, fatalities. 


mortar /'mə:tə/ noun 1 mixture of lime or 
cement, sand, and water, for bonding bricks or 
stones. 2 short cannon for firing shells at high 
angles. 3 vessel in which ingredients are 
pounded with pestle. o mortarboard 1 stiff flat 
square-topped academic cap. 2 flat board for 
holding mortar. 

mortgage /‘mo:g1d3/ noun 4 conveyance of 
property to creditor as security for debt (usually 
one incurred by purchase of property). 2 sum of 
money lent by this. everb (-ging) convey 
(property) by mortgage. 

mortgagee /mo:gr'd3i:/ noun creditor in mort- 
gage. 


mortgager /‘mo:gid3a/ noun (also mortgagor 
/-'d39:/) debtor in mortgage. 

mortice = mortise. i 

mortician /mo:'tr{(e)n/ noun US undertaker. 

mortify /'mo:trfat/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 humiliate; 
wound (person's feelings). 2 bring (body etc.) into 
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subjection by self-denial. 3 (of flesh) be affected 
by gangrene. o mortification noun. mortifying 


adjective. 


n 4 abash, chagrin, chasten, crush, deflate, 
embarrass, humble, humiliate, colloquial put 
down, shame. 


mortise /'mə:tıs/ (also mortice) noun hole in 
framework to receive end of another part, esp. 
tenon. © verb (-sing) 1 join, esp. by mortise and 
tenon. 2 cut mortise in. mortise lock lock 
recessed in frame of door etc. 

mortuary /‘mo:tjuart/ noun (plural -ies) room 
or building in which dead bodies are kept until 
burial or cremation. oadjective of death or 
burial. 

Mosaic /moau'zenk/ adjective of Moses. 


mosaic /mau'zenk/ noun 1 picture or pattern 
made with small variously coloured pieces of 
glass, stone, etc. 2 diversified thing. 

moselle /meu'zel/ noun dry German white 
wine. 

Moslem = MusL™. 

mosque /mosk/ noun Muslim place of worship. 

mosquito /mos‘ki:tau/ noun (plural -es) biting 
insect, esp. with long proboscis to suck blood. 
o mosquito-net net to keep off mosquitoes. 

moss noun 1 small flowerless plant growing in 
dense clusters in bogs and on trees, stones, etc. 2 
Scottish & Northern English peatbog. u mossy 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 

most /maust/ adjective 1 greatest in quantity or 
degree. 2 the majority of. @ noun 1 greatest 
quantity or number. 2 the majority: © adverb 1 
in highest degree. 2 forming superlative of adjec- 
tives and adverbs. 

mostly adverb 1 mainly. 2 usually. 

a chiefly, commonly, generally, largely, mainly, 

normally, predominantly, primarily, principally, 

typically, usually. 


MOT abbreviation (in full MOT test) compulsory 
annual test, instituted by Ministry of Transport, 
of vehicles over specified age. 


mot /mav/ noun (plural mots same pro- 
nunciation) (usually as bon mot /bo J) witty 
saying. a mot juste /"zu:st/ most appropriate 
expression. [French] 


mote noun speck of dust. 
bake) /mau'tel/ noun roadside hotel for motor- 


moth /mo6/ noun 1 nocturnal insect like butter- 
uy- 2 insect of this type breeding in cloth etc., on 
Which its larva feeds. o mothball ball of naph- 
ene etc. kept with stored clothes to deter 
moth-eaten 1 damaged by moths. 2 


= 0 moth-eaten antiquated, decrepit, holey, 
mangy, ragged, shabby, colloquial tatty. 


mother ['mada/ noun 41 female 
parent. 2 condi- 
a etc. giving rise to something else. 3:(in full 
a her Superior) head of female religious com- 
nity. © verb treat as mother does. n mother 


= _ 


mortise | motor 


country country in relation to its colonies. 
mother-in-law (plural mothers-in-law) hus- 
band’s or wife's mother. motherland native 
country. mother-of-pearl iridescent substance 
forming lining of oyster and other shells. mother 
tongue native language. o motherhood noun. 
motherly adjective. 

a noun 1 dam (of animal), colloquial ma, 
colloquial mama, colloquial mamma, colloquial 
mum, colloquial mummy, parent. © verb care for, 
cherish, coddle, comfort, cuddle, fuss over, 
indulge, look after, love, nourish, nurse, nurture, 
Pamper, protect, spoil, take care of. o motherly 
caring, kind, loving, maternal, protective. 


motif /mau'ti:f/ noun 1 theme repeated and 
developed in artistic work. 2 decorative design. 
3 ornament sewn separately on garment. 

m decoration, design, device, figure, idea, 

leitmotif, ornament, pattern, symbol, theme. 


motion /‘mavJ(e)n/ noun 1 moving; changing 
Position. 2 gesture. 3 formal proposal put to com- 
mittee etc. 4 application to court for order. 5 
evacuation of bowels. © verb (often + todo) direct 
(person) by gesture. a motion picture esp. US 
cinema film. o motionless adjective. 
m noun 1 action, activity, agitation, change, 
commotion, development, evolution, move, 
movement, progress, rise and fall, shift, stir, 
stirring, travel, travelling, trend. 2 see GESTURE 
noun. @ verb see GESTURE verb. u motionless at 
rest, calm, frozen, immobile, inanimate, inert, 
lifeless, paralysed, peaceful, resting, stagnant, 
static, stationary, still, stock-still, unmoving. 


motivate /'‘moutiveit/ verb (-ting) 1 supply 
motive to; be motive of. 2 cause (person) to act in 
particular way. 3 stimulate interest of (person in 
activity). o motivation noun. 

ua activate, actuate, arouse, cause, drive, egg on, 

encourage, excite, galvanize, goad, incite, induce, 

influence, inspire, instigate, move, occasion, 

persuade, prompt, provoke, push, rouse, spur, 

stimulate, stir, urge. 


motive /‘mautrv/ noun 1 what induces person to 
act. 2 motif. @ adjective tending to initiate move- 
ment. o motiveless adjective. 
a noun 1 aim, ambition, cause, drive, end, 
enticement, grounds, impulse, incentive, 
incitement, inducement, inspiration, instigation, 
intention, lure, motivation, object, provocation, 
purpose, push, rationale, reason, spur, 
stimulation, stimulus, i 


motley /‘motli/ adjective (-lier, -liest) 1 
diversified in colour. 2 of varied character. 
© noun historical jester’s particoloured costume. 


motor /'məvtə/ noun 1 thing that imparts 
motion. 2 machine (esp. using electricity or 
internal combustion) supplying motive power 
for vehicle or other machine. 3 car. @ adjective 1 
giving, imparting, or producing motion. 2driven 
by motor. 3 of or for motor vehicles. @ verb go or 
convey by motor vehicle. a motorbike collo- 
quial, motorcycle two-wheeled motor vehicle 
without pedal propulsion. motor boat 


motorcade | mouse 


motor-driven boat. motor car car. motor vehicle 
road vehicle powered by internal-combustion 
engine. motorway fast road with separate car- 
riageways limited to motor vehicles. 


m noun 2 engine. 3 see CAR 1. @ verb drive, go by 
| car, travel. 


motorcade /‘mautekeid/ noun procession of 
motor vehicles. 

motorist noun driver of car. 

motorize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 equip 
with motor transport. 2 provide with motor. 

mottle /'mvt(ə)l/ verb (-ling) (esp. as mottled 
adjective) mark with spots or smears of colour. 

m (mottled) blotchy, brindled, dappled, flecked, 

freckled, marbled, patchy, spattered, speckled, 

spotted, spotty, streaked, streaky, variegated. 


motto /'mviau/ noun (plural -es) 1 maxim 
adopted as rule of conduct. 2 words accompany- 
ing coat of arms. 3 appropriate inscription. 4 
joke, maxim, etc. in paper cracker. 


u 1-3 adage, aphorism, catchphrase, maxim, 
| precept, proverb, rule, saw, saying, slogan. 


mould! /mauld/ (US mold) noun 1 hollow con- 
tainer into which substance is poured or pressed 
to harden into required shape. 2 pudding etc. 
shaped in mould. 3 form, shape. 4 character, 
type. © verb 1 shape (as) in mould. 2 give shape 
to. 3 influence development of. _ 

u verb 1,2 cast, fashion, forge, form, model, 

sculpt, shape, stamp, work. 3 form, influence, 

make, shape. 


mould? /mauld/ noun (US mold) furry growth of 
fungi, esp. in moist warm conditions. 


| u blight, fungus, growth, mildew. 


mould? /mauld/ noun (US mold) 4 loose earth. 2 
upper soil of cultivated land, esp. when rich in 
organic matter. 

moulder /‘maulda/ verb (US molder) 1 decay to 
dust. 2 (+ away) rot, crumble away. 

moulding noun (US molding) 1 ornamental 
strip of plaster etc. applied as architectural 
feature, esp. in cornice. 2 similar feature in 
woodwork etc. 

mouldy adjective (US moldy) (-ier, -lest) 1 
covered with mould. 2 stale; out of date. 3 collo- 
quial dull, miserable. o mouldiness noun. 

u 1 decaying, decomposing, fusty, mildewed, 

mouldering, musty, putrefying, rotten, stale. 2 see 

STALE adjective 1. 


moult /mault/ (US molt) verb shed (feathers, 
hair, shell, etc.) in renewing plumage, coat, etc. 
@ noun moulting. 


mound /maund/ noun 1 raised mass of earth, 
Stones, etc. 2 heap, pile. 3 hillock. 

E 1, 2 barrow, cairn, heap, pile, stack, tumulus. 3 

bank, dune, elevation, hill, hillock, hummock, 

hump, knoll. 


mount! verb 1 ascend. 2 climb on to; get up on 
(horse etc.). 3 set on horseback. 4 (as mounted 
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adjective) serving on horseback. 5 (often + up) 
accumulate, increase. 6 set in frame etc., esp. for 
viewing. 7 organize, arrange (exhibition, attack 
etc.). @ noun 1 backing etc. on which picture etc. 
is set for display. 2 horse for riding. 3 setting for 
gem etc. 

m verb 1 ascend, clamber up, climb, fly up, go up, 
tise, rocket upwards, scale, shoot up, soar. 2 climb 
on to, get astride, get on, jump on to. 5 accumulate, 
build up, escalate, expand, get bigger, grow, 
increase, intensify, multiply, pile up, swell. 6 
display, exhibit, frame, install, putin place. 7 
arrange, organize, launch, prepare, put on, set up, 
stage. 


mount? noun (archaic except before name) 
mountain, hill. 


l m see MOUNTAIN 1. 


mountain /‘mauntm/ noun 1 large abrupt eleva- 
tion of ground. 2 large heap or pile. 3 huge quan- 
tity. 4 large surplus stock. c mountain ash tree 
with scarlet berries. mountain bike sturdy 
bicycle with straight handlebars and many 
gears. 
u 1 alp, elevation, eminence, height, hill, mound, 
archaic mount, peak, prominence, summit, tor, 
volcano. 


mountaineer /maonti'nte/ noun person prac- 
tising mountain climbing. © verb climb moun- 
tains as sport. o mountaineering noun. 


mountainous adjective 1 having many moun- 
tains. 2 huge. 

a 1 alpine, craggy, high, hilly. 2 daunting, 

enormous, formidable, gigantic, huge, immense, 

towering. 


mountebank /‘mauntibenk/ noun swindler, 
charlatan. 

Mountie /'mauntt/ noun colloquial member of 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 

mourn /mo:n/ verb 1 (often + for, over) feel or 
show sorrow or regret. 2 grieve for loss of (dead 
person etc.). 


@ bemoan, bewail, fret, grieve, keen, lament, 
mope, pine, regret, wail, weep. 


mourner noun person who mourns, esp. at 
funeral. 


mournful adjective doleful, sad. o mournfully 
adverb. mournfulness noun. 

u dismal, distressed, distressing, doleful, 
funereal, gloomy, grief-stricken, grieving, 
heartbreaking, heartbroken, lamenting, 
lugubrious, melancholy, plaintive, literary 
plangent, sad, sorrowful, tearful, tragic, unhappy: 
woeful. 


mourning noun 1 expression of sorrow for 
dead, esp. by wearing black clothes. 2 such 
clothes. 
mouse /maus/ noun (plural mice) 1 small 
rodent. 2 timid or feeble person. 3 Computing 
small device controlling cursor on VDU screen. 
verb (also /mauz/) (-sing) (of cat etc.) hunt 
mice. o mouser noun. mousy adjective. 


| 
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e /mu:s/ noun dish of whipped cream, 

ete Hp Ae with fruit, chocolate, etc., or 
with meat or fish purée. 

moustache /mə'sta:f/ noun (US mustache) 
hair left to grow on upper lip. 

mouth noun /mav6/ (plural mouths /mavðz/) 1 
external opening in head, for taking in food and 
emitting sound. 2 cavity behind it containing 
teeth and vocal organs. 3 opening of container, 
cave, trumpet, volcano, etc. 4 place where river 
enters sea. © verb /mau6/ (-thing) 1 say or speak 
very distinctly. 2 form words by moving lips 
silently. 3 utter insincerely or without under- 
standing. o mouth-organ harmonica. mouth- 
piece 1 part of musical instrument, telephone, 
etc., placed next to lips. 2 person who speaks for 
others. mouthwash liquid antiseptic etc. for 
rinsing mouth. mouth-watering 1 (of food etc.) 
having delicious smell or appearance. 2 tempt- 
ing. 

ai 1 chops, slang gob, jaws, slang kisser, lips, 

muzzle. 3 aperture, door, doorway, entrance, exit, 

gate, gateway, inlet, opening, orifice, outlet, vent, 

way in. © verb 1 articulate, declaim, enunciate, 

pronounce, say, speak, utter. 


mouthful noun (plural -s) 1 quantity of food 
etc. that fills the mouth. 2 colloquial something 
difficult to say. 


u 1 bite, gobbet, gulp, morsel, sip, spoonful, 
swallow, taste. 


movable /‘mu:vab(s)l/ adjective 1 that can be 
moved. 2 variable in date. © moun 1 article of 
furniture that is not a fixture. 2 (in plural) per- 
sonal property. 
move /mu:v/ verb (-ving) 1 (cause to) change 
Position, posture, home, or place of work. 2 put 
or keep in motion. 3 rouse, stir. 4 (often + about, 
away, off, etc.) go, proceed. 5 take action. 6 (+ 
in) be socially active in. 7 affect with emotion. 8 
(cause to) change attitude. 9 prompt, incline. 10 
Propose as resolution. © noun 1 act or process of 
moving. 2 change of house, premises, etc. 3 step 
taken to secure object. 4moving of piece in board 
game. O get a move on colloquial 1 hurry. 2 
make a start. move in 1 take possession of new 
house etc. 2 get into position of influence. move 
inwith start to share accommodation with. move 
outleave one’s home. on the move 1 progressing. 
2 moving about. o movable adjective. 
a verb 1 budge, carry, change places, change 
Position, convey, export, import, relocate, shift, 
ship, stir, switch, transfer, transplant, transport, 
nspose. 2 be agitated, be astir, budge, fidget, 
flap, roll, shake, stir, swing, toss, tremble, turn, 
twist, twitch, wag, colloquial waggle, wave, 
Colloquial wiggle. 3 see STIR verb 4. 4 advance, go, 
make headway, make progress, pass, proceed, 
Progress, Set off, sweep, travel; (move away) see 
an 1,2; (move back) see RETREAT verb 1; 
1. (2 © down) See DESCEND 1; (move in) See ENTER 
hare round) see CIRCULATE 1;4, ROTATE 1; 
pe si towards) see APPROACH verb 1 ; (move up) 
ae 2.5 act, do something, make a move, 
= action. 7 affect, arouse, enrage, fire, rouse, 
touch. 9 encourage, impel, incline, influence, 


<n 


inspire, persuade, prompt, stimulate, stir, urge. 

@ noun 1 action, gesture, manoeuvre, motion, 
movement. 2 change, changeover, relocation, 
shift, transfer. 3 act, action, deed, device, dodge, 
gambit, initiative, manoeuvre, measure, ploy, ruse, 
step, stratagem, tack, tactic. 4 chance, go, 
opportunity, turn. 0 movable adjustable, 
changeable, detachable, floating, mobile, 
portable, transferable, transportable, unfixed, 
variable. 


movement noun 1 moving, being moved. 2 
moving parts of mechanism. 3 group of people 
with common object. 4 (in plural) person’s activ- 
ities and whereabouts. 5 chief division of longer 
musical work. 6 bowel motion. 7 rise or fall of 
stock-market prices. 8 Military change of pos- 
ition of troops. 9 progression; trend. 

m 1 action, activity, gesticulation, gesture, 

manoeuvre, migration, motion, move, shift, 

shifting, stirring. 3 campaign, crusade, drive, 

faction, group, lobby, organization, party. 8 

exercise, manoeuvre, operation. 9 change, 

development, drift, evolution, progress, shift, 
swing, tendency, trend. 


movie /‘mu:vi/ noun esp. US colloquial cinema 
film. 


È film, colloquial flick, esp. US motion picture. 


moving adjective 1 that moves; able to move. 2 
emotionally affecting. o moving picture con- 
tinuous picture of events obtained by projecting 
sequence of photographs taken at very short 
intervals. 

a 1 active, alive, astir, dynamic, flowing, going, in 

motion, mobile, movable, on the move, travelling, 

under way. 2 affecting, emotional, emotive, 
exciting, heart-rending, heart-warming, 
inspirational, Inspiring, pathetic, poignant, 
spine-tingling, stirring, thrilling, touching. 


mow /məu/ verb (past participle mowed or 
mown) cut (grass, hay, etc.) with scythe or 
machine. o mow down kill or destroy randomly 
or in great numbers. 0 mower noun. 


l u clip, cut, scythe, shear, trim. 


MP abbreviation Member of Parliament. 

mp abbreviation mezzo piano. 

m.p.g. abbreviation miles per gallon. 

m.p.h. abbreviation miles per hour. 

Mr /‘mista/ noun (plural Messrs) title prefixed to 
name of man or to designation of office etc. 

Mrs /‘misiz/ noun (plural same) title of married 
woman. 


MS abbreviation (plural MSS /em'esiz/) 1 manu- 
script. 2 multiple sclerosis. 


Ms /mız/ noun: title of married or unmarried 
woman. 

M.Sc. abbreviation Master of Science. 

Mt. abbreviation Mount. 

much adjective existing or occurring in great 
quantity. © noun 1 great quantity. 2 (usually in 
negative) noteworthy example. @adverb 1 in 


mucilage | mullet 


great degree. 2 for large part of one’s time; often. 
Da bit much colloquial excessive. much of a 


muchness very nearly the same. 


mucilage /'‘mju:silids/ noun 1 viscous sub- 
stance obtained from plants. 2 adhesive gum. 


muck noun 1 colloquial dirt, filth; anything dis- 
gusting. 2 manure. © verb 1 (usually + up) collo- 
quial bungle. 2 (usually + up) make dirty. 3 (+ 
out) remove manure from. Omuck about, 
around colloquial potter or fool about. muck in 
(often + with) colloquial share tasks etc. 
muck-raking seeking out and revealing of scan- 
dals etc. o mucky adjective (-ier, -iest). 
noun 1 dirt, filth, grime, colloquial gunge, mess, 
mire, mud, ooze, rubbish, scum, slime, sludge. 2 
| droppings, dung, excrement, faeces, manure, 
| mess, ordure, sewage. 0 mucky dirty, filthy, foul, 
| grimy, grubby, messy, muddy, scummy, slimy, 
| soiled, sordid, squalid. 


mucous /'mju:kəs/ adjective of or covered with 
mucus. 0 mucous membrane mucus-secreting 
tissue lining body cavities etc. 


mucus /‘mju:kas/ noun slimy substance 
secreted by mucous membrane. 


mud noun soft wet earth. o mudguard curved 
strip over wheel to protect against mud. 
mud-slinging abuse, slander. 

m clay, dirt, mire, colloquial muck, ooze, silt, slime, 

sludge, slurry, soil. 


muddle /'mad(ə)l/ verb (Jing) 1 (often + up) 
bring into disorder. 2 bewilder; confuse. © noun 
disorder; confusion. o muddle along progress in 
haphazard way. muddle-headed confused. 
muddle through achieve aims through persever- 
ance rather than skill. 
u verb 1 disarrange, disorder, disorganize, 
entangle, foul up, jumble, make a mess of, mess 
up, mix up, scramble, shuffle, tangle. 2 bemuse, 
bewilder, confound, confuse, disorient, 
disorientate, mislead, perplex, puzzle. © noun 
chaos, clutter, confusion, disorder, hotchpotch, 
jumble, mess, mishmash, colloquial shambles, 
tangle, untidiness. 


muddy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 like mud. 2 
covered in or full of mud. 3 (of liquid, colour, or 
sound) not clear. 4 confused. © verb (-ies, -ied) 
make muddy. 

u adjective 2 boggy, caked, dirty, filthy, marshy, 

messy, mucky, sloppy, sodden, soft, soiled, 

waterlogged, wet. 3 cloudy, impure, misty, opaque. 


mudflat /‘madflezt/ noun (usually in plural) 
stretch of muddy land left uncovered at low tide. 


muesli /‘mju:zli/ noun breakfast food of crushed 
cereals, dried fruit, nuts, etc. 


muezzin /mu:'ezin/ noun Muslim crier who pro- 
claims hours of prayer. 


muff! noun covering, esp. of fur, for keeping 
hands or ears warm. 


muff verb colloquial 1 bungle. 2miss (catchetc.). 
muffin /‘mafm/ noun 1 light flat round spongy 
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cake, eaten toasted and buttered. 2 US similar 
cake made from batter or dough. 


muffle /‘maf(e)l/ verb (-ling) 1 (often + up) wrap 
for warmth. 2 wrap or cover to deaden sound, 
o muffled adjective. 
u 1 cloak, cover, enclose, enfold, envelop, shroud 
swaddle, swathe, wrap up. 2 damp, deaden, $ 
disguise, dull, hush, mask, mute, quieten, silence, 
soften, stifle, still, suppress, tone down. O muffled 
damped, deadened, dull, fuzzy, indistinct, muted, 
silenced, stifled, suppressed, unclear, woolly. 


muffler noun 1 wrap or scarf worn for warmth. 
2 thing used to deaden sound. 


mufti /'maftı/ noun civilian clothes. 


mug! noun 1 drinking vessel, usually cylindrical 
with handle and no saucer. 2 its contents. 3 gull- 
ible person. 4 slang face, mouth. © verb (-gg-) 
attack and rob, esp. in public place. o mugger 
noun. mugging noun. 

a noun 1 beaker, cup, flagon, pot, tankard. © verb 

assault, attack, beat up, jump on, molest, rob, set 

on, steal from. o mugger attacker, hooligan, 

robber, ruffian, thief, thug. mugging attack, 

robbery. 


mug? verb (-gg-) (usually + up) slang learn 
(subject) by concentrated study. 


| u (mug up) see LEARN 1. 


muggins /'magmz/ noun (plural same or 
mugginses) colloquial gullible person (often 
meaning oneself). 


muggy /'magl/ adjective (-ier, -iest) (of weather 
etc.) oppressively humid. 


u clammy, close, damp, humid, moist, oppressive, 
steamy, sticky, stuffy, sultry. 
Muhammadan /məhæməd(ə)n/ noun & 
adjective (also Mohammedan) Muslim. 
USAGE The term Muhammadan is not used by 
Muslims and is often regarded as offensive. 
mulatto /mju:letau/ noun (plural -s or -es) 
person of mixed white and black parentage. 


mulberry /'malbərı/, noun (plural -ies) 1 tree 
bearing edible purple or white berries. 2 its fruit. 
3 dark red; purple. 


mulch noun layer of wet straw, leaves, plastic, 
etc., put round plant's roots to enrich or insulate 
soil. © verb treat with mulch. - 


mule! /mju:l/ noun 1 offspring of male donkey 
and female horse or (in general use) vice versa. 
2 obstinate person. 3 kind of spinning machine. 


mule? /mju:]/ noun backless slipper. 

muleteer /mju:le'tra/ noun mule driver. — 

mulish adjective stubborn. Gi 

mull’ verb (often + over) ponder. 

mull? verb heat and spice (wine; beer). 

mullah /'malə/ noun Muslim learned in theology 
and sacred law. ; 

muljet ['malıtt/ noun (plural same) edible sea 

sh. 
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ulligatawny /malige'to:n1/ noun highly sea- 

eat soup originally from India. 

mullion /‘maljen/ noun vertical bar between 
panes in window. o mullioned adjective. 

multi- combining form many. 

multicoloured /‘malttkaled/ adjective of many 
colours. t 

multicultural /maltr'kaltS(ə)r(ə)l/ adjective of 
or relating to or including several cultural or 
ethnic groups. 

multifarious /maltrfeartes/ adjective 1 many 
and various. 2 of great variety. 

multiform /‘maltifo:m/ adjective 1 having many 
forms. 2 of many kinds. 

multilateral /maltrletar(e)l/ adjective 1 (of 
agreement etc.) in which 3 or more parties parti- 
cipate. 2 having many sides. o multilaterally 
adverb. 

multilingual /maltrlmgw(e)l/ adjective in, 
speaking, or using many languages. 

multinational /maltrnzfen(s)l/ adjective 41 
operating in several countries. 2 of several 
nationalities. © noun multinational company. 

multiple /'maltp(ə)l/ adjective 1 having several 
parts, elements, or components. 2 many and 
various. © noun quantity exactly divisible by 
another. o multiple sclerosis see SCLEROSIS 2. 


n adjective 1 complex, composite, compound. 2 
manifold, many, numerous, plural, various. 


multiplicand /maltmplrkend/ noun quantity to 
be multiplied. 
multiplication /maltplrkerf(a)n/ noun multi- 
plying. 
multiplicity /maltr'plisttr/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
manifold variety. 2 (+ of ) great number of. 
m 1 array, diversity, variety, 2 abundance, number, 
plurality, profusion. 


multiplier /'maltrplarə/ noun quantity by which 
given number is multiplied. 
multiply /'maltplar/ verb ies, -ied) 1 obtain 
from (number) another a specified number of 
times its value. 2 increase in number, esp. by 
Procreation. 
m 2 breed, increase, proliferate, propagate, 
reproduce, spread. 


multi-purpose "D3; jecti i 
several p p dalt 'P3:pƏs/ adjective having 


Multiracial /maltr'rerf(e)l/ adjective of several 


multitude /'maltttju:d/ noun 1 (often + of) 
> great 
bee: 2 large gathering of people. 3 (the 
luititude) the common people. o multitudinous 
Itju:dmas/ adjective, 
pa crowd, host, legion, colloquiallots, mass, 
1 rary myriad, swarm, throng. 2 see crown noun 


mum!’ noun colloquial mother. 


num? adjective colloquial 
i silent. t 
Woi i ent. o mum’s the 


mulligatawny | murder 


mumble /'mamb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) speak or utter 
indistinctly. © noun indistinct utterance. 
m verb be inarticulate, murmur, mutter, 


mumbo-jumbo [/mambəv'dzambəv/ noun 
(plural -s) 1 meaningless ritual. 2 meaningless 
or unnecessarily complicated language. 3 non- 
sense. 


mummer /'mamə/ noun actor in traditional 
play or mime. 

mummery /'mamərı/ noun (plural -ies) 4 
ridiculous- (esp. religious) ceremonial. 2 per- 
formance by mummers. 

mummify /'mamıfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) preserve 
(body) as mummy. o mummification noun. 

mummy’ /'mamı/ noun (plural -ies) colloquial 
mother. 

mummy’ /'mamı/ noun (plural -ies) dead body 
preserved by embalming, esp. in ancient Egypt. 

mumps plural noun (treated as Singular) infec- 
tious disease with swelling of neck and face. 


munch verb chew steadily. 


u chew, champ, chomp, crunch, eat, gnaw, 
masticate. 


mundane /man'dem/ adjective 1 dull, routine. 
2 of this world. a mundanely adverb. 

n 1 banal, common, commonplace, 

down-to-earth, dull, everyday, familiar, ordinary, 

practical, quotidian, routine. 2 human, material, 

physical, temporal, worldly. 


municipal /mju:'nisrp(e)l/ adjective of munici- 
pality or its self-government. 

m borough, city, civic, community, district, local, 

public, town, urban. 


municipality /mju:nisr'pelitt/ noun (plural 
-ies) 1 town or district with local self- 
government. 2 its governing body: 
munificent /mju:'nifis(e)nt/ adjective (of giver 
or gift) splendidly generous. o munificence 
noun. ‘ 
muniment: /‘mju:nment/ noun (usually in 
plural) document kept as evidence of rights or 
privileges. : 
munition /mju:'nJ(@)n/ noun (usually in 
plural) military weapons, ammunition, etc. 
mural /'mjvər(ə)l/ noun painting executed dir- 
ectly on wall. @ adjective of, on, or like wall. 
murder /'ms:da/ noun 1 intentional unlawful 
killing of human being by another. 2 colloquial 
unpleasant or dangerous state of affairs. @ verb 
1 kill (human being) intentionally and unlaw- 
fully. 2colloquialutterly defeat. 3 colloquialspoil 
by bad performance, mispronunciation, etc. 
o murderer, murderess noun. murderous ad- 
jective. 
a noun 1 assassination, fratricide, genocide, 
homicide, infanticide, killing, matricide, parricide, 
patricide, regicide, unlawful killing. © verb 1 see 
KILL verb 1. a murderer, murderess assassin, 
butcher, cut-throat, gunman, homicide, killer, 
slayer. murderous barbarous, bloodthirsty, 


murky | must 


bloody, brutal, cruel, dangerous, deadly, ferocious, 
fierce, homicidal, inhuman, pitiless, ruthless, 
savage, vicious, violent. 


murky /'ms:ki/ adjective (ier, -iest) 1 dark, 
gloomy. 2 (of liquid etc.) dirty, muddy. o murki- 
ness noun. 

u 1 clouded, cloudy, dark, dim, dismal, dreary, dull, 

foggy, funereal, gloomy, grey, misty, obscure, 

overcast, shadowy, sombre. 2 clouded, cloudy, 

dirty, muddy, thick, turbid. 


murmur /'m3:ma/ noun 1 subdued continuous 
sound. 2 softly spoken utterance. 3 subdued 
expression of discontent. e@verb 1 make 
murmur. 2 utter in low voice. 3 grumble in 
subdued voice. o murmurous adjective. 

u noun 1 background noise, buzz, drone, grumble, 

hum, mutter, rumble. 2 undertone, whisper. 3 

grumble, mutter. © verb 1, 2 drone, hum, moan, 

mumble, mutter, rumble, speak in an undertone, 

whisper. 3 see GRUMBLE verb 1. 


murrain /‘marm/ noun infectious disease of 
cattle. 


Muscadet /'maskəder/ noun 1 dry white wine 
of France from Loire region. 2 variety of grape 
used for this. 


muscat /‘masket/ noun 1 sweet usually fortified 
white wine made from musk-flavoured grapes. 2 
this grape. 

muscatel /masko'tel/ noun 1 muscat wine or 
grape. 2 raisin made from muscat grape. 


muscle /'mas(ə)l/ noun 1 fibrous tissue produ- 
cing movement in or maintaining position of 
animal body. 2 part of body composed of muscles. 
3 strength, power. © verb(-ling) (+ in, in on) collo- 
quial force oneself on others. o muscle-bound 
with muscles stiff and inelastic through exces- 
sive exercise. muscle-man man with highly 
developed muscles. 


Muscovite /'maskəvart/ noun native or citizen 
of Moscow. © adjective of Moscow. 


muscular /‘maskjulo/ adjective 1 of or affecting 
muscles. 2 having well-developed muscles. 
o muscular dystrophy hereditary progressive 
wasting of muscles. o muscularity /-‘ler-/ moun. 
m 2athletic, beefy, brawny, broad-shouldered, 
burly, hefty, colloquial hulking, husky, powerful, 
robust, sinewy, strapping, strong, sturdy, tough, 
well built, well developed, wiry. 


muse’ /mju:z/ verb (-sing) (usually + on, upon) 
ponder, reflect. 

m cogitate, deliberate, meditate, ponder, reflect, 

ruminate, think; (muse on, upon) consider, 

contemplate, mull over, study. 


muse? /mju:z/ noun 4 Greek & Roman Mythology 
any of 9 goddesses inspiring poetry, music, etc. 2 
(usually the muse) poet's inspiration. 

museum /mju:'zi:3m/ noun building for storing 
and exhibiting objects of historical, scientific, or 
cultural interest. o museum piece 1 object fit 
for museum. 2 derogatory old-fashioned person 
etc. 
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mush noun 1 soft pulp. 2 feeble sentimentality, 
3 US maize porridge. mushy adjective (ier 
-lest). : 


m o mushy colloquial gooey, pulpy, sloppy, soft, 
spongy, squashy, colloquial squidgy, colloquial 
squishy. 


mushroom /‘maJrom/ noun 1 edible fungus 
with stem and domed cap. 2 pinkish-brown 
colour. @verb appear or develop rapidly, 
o mushroom cloud mushroom-shaped cloud 
from nuclear explosion. 


music /‘mju:zik/ noun 1 art of combining vocal 
or instrumental sounds in harmonious or 
expressive way. 2 sounds so produced. 3 musical 
composition. 4 written or printed score of this. 5 
pleasant sound. o music centre equipment com- 
bining radio, record player, tape recorder, etc, 
music hall 4 variety entertainment. 2 theatre for 
this. 


| m 5 euphony, harmony. 


musical adjective 4 of music. 2 (of sounds) 
melodious, harmonious. 3 fond of or skilled in 
music. 4 set to or accompanied by music. © noun 
musical film or play. o musicality /-kæl-/ noun. 
musically adverb. 


n adjective 2 euphonious, harmonious, lyrical, 
melodious, pleasant, sweet-sounding, tuneful. 


musician /mju:'z1J(e)n/ noun person skilled in 
practice of music, esp. professional instrument- 
alist. o musicianship noun. 


a artist, instrumentalist, maestro, minstrel, 
music-maker, performer, player, virtuoso. 


musicology /mju:zr'kolədzr/ noun study of 
history and forms of music. o musicological 
]-kə'lodz-/ adjective. musicologist noun. 


musk noun 1 substance secreted by male musk 
deer and used in perfumes. 2 plant which origin- 
ally had smell of musk. o musk deer small horn- 
less Asian deer. muskrat 1 large N. American 
aquatic rodent with smell like musk. 2 its fur. 
musk-rose rambling rose smelling of musk. 
o musky adjective (-ier, -iest). 

musket /‘maskit/ noun historical infantryman's 
(esp. smooth-bored) light gun. 

musketeer /maskə'trə/ noun historical soldier 
armed with musket. 

musketry /'maskıtrı/ noun 1 muskets. 2 sol- 
diers armed with muskets. 3 knowledge of hand- 
ling small arms. 

Muslim /‘muzim/ (also Moslem /‘mozlem/) 
noun follower of Islamic religion. © adjective of 
Muslims or their religion. 

muslin /'mazlm/ noun fine delicately woven 
cotton fabric. 


musquash /‘maskwoJ/ noun 1 muskrat. 2 its 
fur. 


mussel /'mas(ə)l/ noun edible bivalve mollusc. 


must! auxiliary verb (3rd singular present must, 
past had to) 1 be obliged to. 2 be certain p 
ought to. @ noun colloquial thing that should n 
be missed. 
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The negative I must not go means ‘I am 
VSallowed to ee. To express a lack of obligation, 
use Z am not obliged to go, I need not go, I don't 
have to go, or I haven't got to go. 

must? noun grape juice before fermentation is 
complete. 

mustache US = MOUSTACHE. 

mustang /'mastæņ/ noun small wild horse of 
Mexico and California. 

mustard /‘mastad/ noun 1 plant with yellow 
flowers. 2 seeds of this crushed into paste and 
used as spicy condiment. o mustard gas colour- 
less oily liquid whose vapour is powerful irri- 
tant. 

muster /‘maste/ verb 1 collect (originally 
soldiers). 2 come together. 3 summon (courage 
etc.). © noun assembly of people for inspection. 
a pass muster be accepted as adequate. 

ni verb 1, 2 assemble, call together, collect, come 

together, convene, convoke, gather, get together, 

group, marshal, mobilize, rally, round up, summon. 

3 gather, marshal, summon. 


mustn't /‘mas(9)nt/ must not. 

musty /'mastı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 mouldy, 
stale. 2 dull, antiquated. o mustiness noun. 

a 1 airless, damp, dank, fusty, mildewed, mouldy, 

smelly, stale, stuffy, unventilated. 


mutable /‘mju:tab(e)l/ adjective literary liable 
to change. o mutability noun. 

mutant /‘mju:t(e)nt/ adjective resulting from 
mutation. © noun mutant organism or gene. 


u noun abortion, anomaly, deviant, freak, 
monster, monstrosity, variant. 


mutate /mju:'tert/ (cause to) undergo mutation. 

mutation noun 1 change. 2 genetic change 
which when transmitted to offspring gives rise 
to heritable variations. 

u alteration, change, deviance, evolution, 

metamorphosis, modification, transfiguration, 

transformation, transmutation, variation. 


mute /mju:t/ adjective 4 silent; refraining from 
or temporarily bereft of speech. 2 dumb. 3 sound- 
less. © noun 1 dumb person. 2 device for damping 
Sound of musical instrument. © verb (-ting) 1 
muffle or deaden sound of. 2 (as muted adjective) 
(of colours etc.) subdued. o mute swan common 
white swan. o mutely adverb. muteness noun. 
u adjective 1, 2 dumb, quiet, silent, speechless, 
tacit, taciturn, tight-lipped, tongue-tied, voiceless. 
© verb 1 damp, deaden, dull, hush, mask, muffle, 
quieten, silence, soften, stifle, still, suppress, tone 
down. 2 (muted) faint, pale, pastel, soft, subdued, 
toned down, unobtrusive. 


mutilate /mju:tiert/ verb (-ting) 1 deprive 
(person, animal) of limb etc. 2 destroy usefulness 
of (limb etc.). 3 excise or damage part of (book 
etc.). o mutilation noun. 

"1,2 cripple, damage, disable, disfigure, 

dismember, injure, lame, maim, mangle, wound. 3 


damage, deface, e: i 
vandalize, , €xpurgate, hack, mar, ruin, spoil, 


must | mysterious 


mutineer /mju:tr'nte/ noun person who mutin- 
ies. 

mutinous /‘mju:tmas/ adjective rebellious. 

a defiant, disobedient, insubordinate, insurgent, 
insurrectionary, rebellious, refractory, 
revolutionary, seditious, subversive, 
ungovernable, unmanageable, unruly. 


mutiny /‘mju:tmi/ noun (plural -ies) open 
revolt, esp. by soldiers or sailors against officers. 
© verb (-les, -ied) engage in mutiny. 

m noun defiance, disobedience, insubordination, 

insurgency, insurrection, rebellion, revolt, 

revolution, sedition, subversion, unruliness, 

uprising. © verb agitate, disobey, rebel, revolt, rise 

up, strike. 


mutt noun slang stupid person. 


mutter /‘mato/ verb 1 speak in barely audible 
manner. 2 (often + against, at) grumble. © noun 
1 muttered words etc. 2 muttering. 


u verb 1 drone, mumble, murmur, speak in an 
undertone, whisper. 2 see GRUMBLE Verb 1. 
mutton /‘mat(s)n/ noun flesh of sheep as food. 
mutual /‘mju:tfual/ adjective 1 (of feelings, 
actions, etc.) experienced or done by each of two 
or more parties to the other(s). 2 colloquial dis- 
puted common to two or more people. 3 having 
same (specified) relationship to each other. 
o mutuality /-'zl-/ noun. mutually adverb. 


USAGE The use of mutual to mean ‘common to 
two or more people’ is considered incorrect by 
some people, who use common instead. 

u 1 interactive, reciprocal, reciprocated, requited. 
2 common, joint, shared. 3 reciprocal. 


muzzle /'maz(ə)l/ noun 1 projecting part of 
animal’s face, including nose and mouth. 2 guard 
put over animal’s nose and mouth. 3 open end of 
firearm. © verb (-ling) 1 put muzzle on. 2 impose 
silence on. 

a noun 1 jaws, mouth, nose, snout. © verb 2 

censor, gag, restrain, silence, stifle, suppress. 


muzzy /'mazi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 confused, 
dazed. 2 blurred, indistinct. o muzzily adverb. 

MW abbreviation 1 megawatt(s). 2 medium wave. 

my /mai/ adjective of or belonging to me. 

mycology /markoled3i/ noun 1 study of fungi. 
2 fungi of particular region. 

mynah /'mamə/ noun (also myna) talking bird 
of starling family. 

myopia /mar'auprə/ noun 1 short-sightedness. 2 
lack of imagination. o myopic /-'np-/ adjective. 

myriad /‘mried/ literary noun indefinitely great 
number. © adjective innumerable. 

myrrh /m3:/ noun gum resin used in perfume, 
medicine, incense, etc. 

myrtle /'m3:t(e)l/ noun evergreen shrub with 
shiny leaves and white scented flowers. 

myself /mar'self/ pronoun 1 emphatic form of P 
or ME’. 2 reflexive form of ME'. 

mysterious /mis'tiartes/ adjective full of or 


mystery | myxomatosis 


wrapped in mystery. o mysteriously adverb. 
mysteriousness noun. 

u arcane, baffling, bewildering, bizarre, 
confusing, cryptic, curious, dark, enigmatic, 
incomprehensible, inexplicable, inscrutable, 
insoluble, magical, miraculous, mystical, 
mystifying, obscure, perplexing, puzzling, 
recondite, secret, strange, uncanny, unexplained, 
unfathomable, unknown, weird. 


mystery /‘mistar1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 hidden 
or inexplicable matter. 2 secrecy, obscurity. 3 
fictional work dealing with puzzling event, esp. 
murder. 4 religious truth divinely revealed. 5 (in 
plural) secret ancient religious rites. o mystery 
play miracle play. mystery tour pleasure trip to 
unspecified destination. 

| m 1 conundrum, enigma, problem, puzzle, 


| question, riddle, secret. 


mystic /‘mistik/ noun person who seeks unity 
with deity through contemplation etc., or 
believes in spiritual apprehension of truths 
beyond understanding. o mysticism /-s1z(a)m/ 
noun. 
mystical adjective 1 of mystics or mysticism, 2 
of hidden meaning. 3 spiritually symbolic. 
B arcane, esoteric, metaphysical, mysterious, 
occult, other-worldly, preternatural, religious, 
spiritual, supernatural, symbolic. 
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mystify /'mıstıfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) bi 
confuse. o mystification noun. ) bewilder, 
a baffle, colloquial bamboozle, beat, bewilder. 
confound, confuse, colloquial flummox, fool, ` 
hoax, perplex, puzzle, stump. 


mystique /mis'ti:k/ noun atmosphere of 
mystery and veneration attending someactivity 
person, profession, etc. j 


myth /m:0/ noun 1 traditional story usually 
involving supernatural or imaginary peopleand 
embodying popular ideas on natural or social 
phenomena. 2 such stories collectively. 3 widely 
held but false idea. 4 fictitious person, thing, or 
idea. o mythic adjective. mythical adjective. 
8 1, 2 allegory, fable, legend, mythology. 4 
fabrication, falsehood, fiction, invention, 
pretence, untruth. o mythic, mythical 
allegorical, fabled, fabulous, fanciful, fictional, 
imaginary, invented, legendary, make-believe, 
mythological, non-existent, poetic, pretended, 
symbolic, unreal. 


mythology /mr'éoled31/ noun (plural-ies) body 
or study of myths. o mythological /-a'lod3-/ 
on mythologize verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing). 


myxomatosis /mıksəmə'təvsıs/ noun viral 
disease of rabbits. 


N. abbreviation (also N) north(ern). 

n noun indefinite number. 

n. abbreviation (also n) 1 noun. 2 neuter. 
NAAFI /'næfrı/ abbreviation Navy, Army, and Air 


Force Institutes (canteen or shop for 
servicemen). 

nab verb (-bb-) slang 1 arrest; catch in wrongdo- 
ing. 2 grab. 

nacre /‘neika/ noun mother-of-pearl from any 
shelled mollusc. o nacreous /‘nerkrias/ adjec- 
tive. 

nadir /'nerdrə/ noun 1 point on celestial sphere 
directly below observer. 2 lowest point. 3 time of 
despair. $ 


| n 2 bottom, depths, low point. 
naff adjective slang 1 unfashionable. 2 rubbishy. 
nag' verb (-gg-) 1 persistently criticize or scold. 
2 (often + at) find fault or urge, esp. continually. 
3 (of pain) be persistent. - 


a 1, 2 annoy, badger, chivvy, find fault with, goad, 
colloquialgo on at, harass, hector, henpeck, pester, 
colloquial plague, scold, worry. 


nagênoun colloquial horse. 
naiad /'naræd/ noun water nymph. 


nail noun 1 small metal spike hammered in to 
fasten things. 2 horny covering on upper surface 
of tip of human finger or toe. © verb 1 fasten with 
eee 2 fix or hold tight. 3 secure, catch (person, 
hing). 


u noun 1 pin, spike, stud, tack. © verb 1 see 
FASTEN 1. 


Naive /nar'i:v/ adjective (also naive) 1 innocent: 
unaffected. 2 foolishly credulous.: o naively 
adverb. naivety noun. 

Bartless, candid, childlike, credulous, green, 

guileless, gullible, inexperienced, ingenuous, 

innocent, open, simple, simple-minded, stupid, 
trustful, trusting, unsophisticated, unsuspecting, 
unwary. 


naked /‘nerkid/ adjective 4 unclothed, nude. 2 
without usual covering. 3 undisguised. 4 (of 
light, flame, sword, etc.) unprotected. o nakedly 
adverb. nakedness noun. 

n 1 bare, literary disrobed, exposed, in the nude, 

nude, slang starkers, stark naked, stripped, 

unclad, unclothed, undraped, undressed. 2 bare, 
denuded, exposed, stripped, unconcealed, 
uncovered. 3 bare, open, plain, unadorned, 
unconcealed, undisguised. 


namby-pamby /næmbrpæmbı/ adjective 1 
Insipidly pretty or sentimental. 2 weak. @ noun 
(plural ies) namby-pamby person. 


name noun 1 word by which individual person, 
animal, place, or thing is spoken of etc. 2 (usually 
abusive) term used of person. 3 word denoting 
object or class of objects. 4 reputation, esp. good. 
© verb (-ming) 1 give name to. 2 state name of. 3 
mention; specify; cite. 4 nominate. o in name or 
name only as mere formality; hardly at all. 
name-day feast-day of saint after whom person 
is named. namesake person or thing having 
same name as another. oO nameable adjective. 
named adjective. 
u noun alias, formal appellation, Christian name, 
first name, forename, given name, identity, 
nickname, nom de plume, pen-name, pseudonym, 
sobriquet, surname, title. 3 denomination, 
designation, epithet, term. © verb 1 baptize, call, 
christen, dub, entitle, label, style. 3 see SPECIFY. 4 
appoint, choose, commission, delegate, 
designate, elect, nominate, select, single out, 
specify. O named see sPEcIFIc adjective 1,3. 


nameless adjective 1 having, or showing, no 
name. 2 left unnamed. 3 too horrible to be 
named. 

a 1,2 anonymous, incognito, unheard-of, 

unidentified, unnamed, unsung. 3 dreadful, 

horrible, indescribable, inexpressible, shocking,’ 

unmentionable, unspeakable, unutterable. 


namely adverb that is to say; in other words. 


nanny /‘nen1/ noun (plural-ies) 1 child's nurse. 
2 colloquial grandmother. 3 (in full nanny goat) 
female goat. 

nano- /‘nzenau/ combining form one thousand 
millionth. 

nap' noun short sleep, esp. by day. © verb (-pp-) 
have nap. 


a noun catnap, doze, colloquial forty winks, rest, 
colloquial shut-eye, siesta, sleep, colloquial 
snooze: 


nap? noun raised pile on cloth, esp. velvet. 


nap? noun 1 card game. 2 racing tip claimed to 
be almost a certainty. © verb (-pp-) name (horse) 
as probable winner. o go nap 1 try to take all 5 
tricks in nap. 2 risk everything. 

napalm /‘nempa:m/ noun thick jellied hydrocar- 
bon mixture used in bombs. 

nape noun back of neck. f 


naphtha /'næfə/ noun inflammable hydro 
bon distilled from coal etc. 


naphthalene /'næ®əli:n/ noun white crystal- 
line substance produced by distilling tar. 


napkin /‘nepkm/ noun 1 piece of linen etc. for 
wiping lips, fingers, etc. at table. 2 baby’s nappy. 


nappy /‘nep1/ noun (plural -ies) piece of towel- 


narcissism | natter 


ling etc. wrapped round baby to absorb urine and 
faeces. 

narcissism /‘na:sisiz(3)m/ noun excessive or 
erotic interest in oneself. o narcissistic /-'ststik/ 
adjective. 

narcissus /na:'sises/ noun (plural -cissi /-sat/) 
any of several flowering bulbs, including daffo- 


narcosis /na:kausis/ noun 1 unconsciousness. 
2 induction of this. 

narcotic /na:'kotik/ adjective 1 (of substance) 
inducing drowsiness etc. 2 (of drug) affecting the 
mind. © noun narcotic substance or drug. 

nark slang noun police informer. © verb annoy. 


narrate /nə'rert/ verb (-ting) 1 give continuous 
story or account of. 2 provide spoken accompani- 
ment for (film etc.). o narration noun. narrator 
noun. 
m 1 chronicle, describe, detail, recount, rehearse, 
relate, repeat, report, retail, tell, unfold. 
Onarration commentary, reading, recital, 
recitation, relation, storytelling, telling, voice-over. 
narrator chronicler, commentator, raconteur, 
reporter, storyteller. 


narrative /‘nzrativ/ noun ordered account of 
connected events. © adjective of or by narration. 
| @ noun account, chronicle, description, history, 


report, story, tale, colloquial yarn. 
narrow /'nærəu/ adjective (-er, -est) 1 of small 
width. 2 constricted. 3 restricted; of limited 
scope. 4 with little margin. 5 precise; exact. 6 
narrow-minded. @zoun (usually in plural) 
narrow part of strait, river, pass, etc. © verb 
(often + down) become or make narrower; con- 
tract; lessen. onarrow boat canal boat. 
narrow-minded rigid or restricted in one’s 
views; intolerant. narrow-mindedness noun. 
o narrowly adverb. narrowness noun. 
m adjective 1 attenuated, fine, slender, slim, thin. 2 
close, confined, constricted, constricting, 
cramped, enclosed, tight. 3 circumscribed, limited, 
restricted. 4 close, near. o narrow-minded 
biased, bigoted, conservative, conventional, 
hideboun4, illiberal, inflexible, insular, intolerant, 
narrow, old-fashioned, parochial, petty, 
prejudiced, prim, prudish, puritanical, reactionary, 
rigid, small-minded, strait-laced, stuffy. 


narwhal /'na:w(e)l/ noun Arctic white whale, 
male of which has long tusk. 


nasal /'ne1z(ə)l/ adjective 1 of nose. 2 (of letter or 
sound) pronounced with breath passing through 
nose, e.g. m, n, ng. 3 (of voice etc.) having many 
nasal sounds. @noun nasal letter or sound. 
Onasally adverb. 

nascent /‘nzs(2)nt/ adjective 1 in act of being 
born. 2 just beginning to be. o nascency /-ans1/ 
noun. 

nasturtium /nə'sts:fəm/ noun trailing garden 
plant with edible leaves and bright orange, red, 
or yellow flowers. 

nasty /‘na:stt/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 unpleasant. 
2 difficult to negotiate. 3 (of illness) serious, dan- 
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gerous. 4 (of person or animal) ill-natured 

ful. @ noun (plural-ies) colloquial violent hee 

film, esp. on video. o nastily adverb. nastiness 

noun. 
u adjective 1 bad, colloquial beastly, dirty, 
disagreeable, disgusting, distasteful, foul, hateful 
colloquial horrible, loathsome, colloquial lousy, : 
nauseating, objectionable, obnoxious, obscene, 
offensive, off-putting, repulsive, revolting, 
colloquial shocking, sickening, unkind, 
unpalatable, unpleasant, unsavoury, vile. 2 bad, 
dangerous, difficult, hard, problematical, tricky. 3 
See SERIOUS 3. 4 see SPITEFUL. 


Nat. abbreviation National(ist). 
natal /'nert(ə)l/ adjective of or from birth. 


nation /‘neif(@)n/ noun community of people 
having mainly common descent, history, lan- 
guage, etc., forming state or inhabiting territory. 
o nationwide extending over whole nation. 


m country, domain, land, people, population, 
power, race, formal realm, state, superpower. 


national /'næfən(ə)l/ adjective 1 of nation. 2 
characteristic of particular nation. enoun 
citizen of specified country. o national anthem 
songadopted by nation, intended to inspire patri- 
otism. national grid network of high-voltage 
electric power lines between major power sta- 
tions. National Insurance system of compulsory 
payments from employee and employer to 
provide state assistance in sickness, retirement, 
etc. national service historical conscripted 
peacetime military service. o nationally adverb. 

m adjective 1 country-wide, general, nationwide, 

state, widespread. 2 ethnic, racial..o noun citizen, 

inhabitant, native, resident, subject. 


nationalism noun 1 patriotic feeling, prin- 
ciples, etc. 2 policy of national independence. 
o nationalist noun. nationalistic /-'lis-/ adjec- 
tive. 


l a 1 chauvinism, jingoism, loyalty, patriotism. 


nationality /nzfa'nzliti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
membership of nation. 2 being national. 3 ethnic 
group within one or more political nations. 

nationalize /'næfənəlarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) 1 take (industry etc.) into state owner- 
ship. 2 make national. o nationalization noun. 


native /'nertrv/ noun 1 (usually + of) person 
born in specified place. 2 local inhabitant. 3 indi- 
genous animal or plant. @ adjective 1 inherent, 
innate. 2 of one’s birth. 3 (usually + fo) belonging 
to specified place. 4 born in a place. zi 

u noun 4, 2 aboriginal, local, national. © adjective 

1 congenital, hereditary, inborn, inbred, inherent, 

inherited, innate, natural. 4 aboriginal, indigenous, 

local, original. 


nativity /nə'tıvıtı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 (esp. the 
Nativity) Christ’s birth. 2 birth. 

NATO /'nertau/ abbreviation (also Nato) North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization. z 

natter /'nætə/ colloquial verb chatter idly- 
© noun aimless chatter. 


| 
| 
| 
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natty /‘neeti/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial trim; 
smart. 
I /neetfar(e)l/ adjective 1 existing in or 
Teal by ate unprocessed; not artificial. 2 
not surprising; to be expected. 3 unaffected. 4 
innate. 5 (of person) having certain innate 
quality. 6 physically existing. 7 related genetic- 
ally; illegitimate. 8 Music not flat or sharp. 
onoun 1 (usually + for) colloquial person or 
thing naturally suitable, adept, etc. 2 Music sign 
@ showing return to natural pitch; natural note. 
o natural gas gas found in earth’s crust. natural 
history study of animals and plants. natural 
number whole number greater than 0. natural 
selection process favouring survival of organ- 
isms best adapted to environment. 
n adjective 1 crude (oil), raw, unadulterated, 
unprocessed, unrefined. 2 common, everyday, 
habitual, normal, ordinary, predictable, regular, 
routine, standard, typical, usual. 3 artless, candid, 
genuine, guileless, sincere, spontaneous, 
unaffected, unpretentious, unselfconscious, 
unstudied. 4 hereditary, inborn, inherited, innate, 
instinctive, intuitive, native. 5 born, congenital, 
untaught. : 


naturalism noun 1 realistic representation in 
art and literature. 2 philosophy based on nature 
alone. o naturalistic /-‘lis-/ adjective. 


naturalist noun student of natural history. 


naturalize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 
admit (foreigner) to citizenship. 2 introduce 
(plant etc.) into another region. 3 adopt (foreign 
word, custom, etc.). o naturalization noun. 


naturally adverb 1 ina natural way. 2 as might 
be expected; of course. 


nature /‘neitfa/ noun 1 thing’s or person’s essen- 
tial qualities or character. 2 physical power 
causing material phenomena. 3 these phenom- 
ena. 4 kind, class. o nature reserve tract of land 
managed so as to preserve its flora and fauna. 

m 1 attributes, character, constitution, disposition, 
essence, humour, make-up, manner, personality, 
properties, quality, temperament, traits. 2, 3 
countryside, creation, ecology, environment, 
natural history, scenery, wildlife. 4 category, class, 
description, kind, sort, species, type, variety. 


naturism noun nudism. a naturist noun. 


naught /no:t/ archai i j 
Sane / ic noun nothing. © adjective 


naughty /‘no:ti/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 (esp. of 
children) disobedient; badly behaved. 2 collo- 
quial jocular indecent. o naughtily adverb. 
naughtiness noun. 

a We bad-mannered, boisterous, contrary, 

ant, delinquent, disobedient, disorderly, 

€ Sruptive, fractious, headstrong, impish, impolite, 

incorrigible, insubordinate, intractable, 

misbehaved, mischievous, obstinate, 

Bs pain parous, perverse, playful, puckish, rascally, 

Stak tous, refractory, roguish, rude, self-willed, 

ul born, troublesome, uncontrollable, 
Undisciplined, ungovernable, unmanageable, 


> 


natty | neap 


unruly, wayward, wicked, wild, wilful. 2 cheeky, 
improper, indecent, obscene, ribald, risqué, 
colloquial rude, shocking, smutty, vulgar. 


nausea ['na:s1ə/ noun 1 inclination to vomit. 2 
revulsion. 


nauseate /(‘no:sieit/ verb (-ting) affect with 
nausea. o nauseating adjective. 


| m disgust, offend, repel, revolt, sicken. 


nauseous /'nə:srəs/ adjective 1 causing nausea. 
2 inclined to vomit. 3 disgusting. 

u 1, 3 disgusting, foul, loathsome, nauseating, 

offensive, repulsive, revolting, sickening, 

stomach-turning. 


nautical /‘no:tik(e)l/ adjective of sailors or 
navigation. o nautical mile unit of approx. 
2,025 yards (1,852 metres). 


u marine, maritime, naval, seafaring, seagoing, 
yachting. 


nautilus /‘no:tdes/ noun (plural nautiluses or 
nautili /-la1/) kind of mollusc with spiral shell. 

naval /‘nerv(e)I/ adjective 1 of navy. 2 of ships. 

nave' noun central part of church excluding 
chancel and side aisles. 

nave? noun hub of wheel. 

navel /'nerv(ə)l/ noun depression in belly 
marking site of attachment of umbilical cord. 
O navel orange one with navel-like formation at 
top. 

navigable /'nævıgəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 (of river 
etc.) suitable for ships. 2 seaworthy. 3 steerable. 
Onavigability noun. 

navigate /‘nzvigett/ verb (-ting) 1 manage or 
direct course of (ship, aircraft). 2 sail on (sea, 
river, etc.). 3 fly through (air). 4 help car-driver 
etc. by map-reading etc. o navigator noun. 

m 1 captain, direct, drive, guide, handle, 

manoeuvre, pilot, sail, skipper, steer. 


navigation noun 1 act or process of navigating. 
2 art or science of navigating. 

navvy /‘nevi/ noun (plural -ies) labourer 
employed in building roads, canals, etc. 


navy /‘nervi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 state's war- 
ships with their crews, maintenance systems, 
etc. 2 (in full navy blue) dark blue colour. 


nay adverb 1 or rather; and even. 2 archaic no. 
@ noun ‘no’ vote. 
Nazi /‘na:tst/ noun (plural -s) historical member 


of German National Socialist party. © adjective 
of Nazis or Nazism. o Nazism noun. 


NB abbreviation note well (nota bene). 
NCB abbreviation historical National Coal 
Board. 


NCO abbreviation non-commissioned officer. 
NE abbreviation north-east(ern). 


Neanderthal /n'ændəta:l/ adjective of type of 
human found in palaeolithic Europe. 


neap noun (in full neap tide) tide with smallest 
rise and fall. 


Neapolitan | needy 


Neapolitan /nia'polit(e)n/ noun native of 
Naples. © adjective of Naples. 
near /nia/ adverb 1 (often + to) to or at short 
` distance in space or time. 2 closely. © preposition 
to or ata short distance from in space, time, con- 
dition, or resemblance. © adjective 1 close (to); 
not far in place or time. 2 closely related. 3 (of 
part of vehicle, animal, or road) on left side. 4 
colloquial stingy. 5 with little margin. © verb 
approach; draw near to. o the Near East coun- 
tries of eastern Mediterranean. nearest and 
dearest one’s closest relatives and friends col- 
lectively. near-sighted short-sighted. o near- 
ness noun. 
wadjective1 nearin place abutting, adjacent, 
adjoining, bordering, close, connected, 
contiguous, immediate, nearby, neighbouring, 
next door; near in time approaching, coming, 
| forthcoming, imminent, impending, looming. 2 
close, familiar, intimate, related. 


nearby adjective near in position. © adverb 
close. 

nearly adverb 1 almost. 2 closely. o not nearly 
nothing like; far from. 

a 1 about, all but, almost, approaching, 

approximately, around, as good as, close to, just 

about, not quite, practically, roughly, virtually. 


neat adjective 1 tidy, methodical. 2 elegantly 
simple. 3 brief and clear. 4 cleverly done. 5 
dexterous. 6 (of alcoholic liquor) undiluted. 
Oneaten verb. neatly adverb. neatness noun. 
u 1 clean, methodical, meticulous, colloquial 
natty, orderly, organized, shipshape, smart, spick 
and span, spruce, straight, systematic, tidy, trim, 
uncluttered, well kept. 2 elegant, simple, smart. 3 
see SUCCINCT. 4, 5 adroit, clever, deft, dexterous, 
expert, ingenious, colloquial nifty, skilful. 6 pure, 
straight, unadulterated, undiluted. 


neath preposition poetical beneath. 

nebula /‘nebjule/ noun (plural nebulae /-li:/) 

cloud of gasand dust seen in night sky, appearing 

luminous or as dark silhouette. o nebular adjec- 

tive. 

nebulous /‘nebjulas/ adjective 1 cloudlike. 2 
J indistinct, vague. 


necessary /'nesəsərı/ adjective 1 requiring to 
be done; essential. 2 inevitable. @ noun (plural 
-ies) (usually in plural) any of basic require- 
ments of life. o necessarily adverb. 

m adjective 1 compulsory, essential, imperative, _ 
important, indispensable, mandatory, needed, 

needful, obligatory, required, requisite, vital. 2 

destined, fated, ineluctable, inescapable, 

inevitable, inexorable, predestined, unavoidable. 


necessitate /nr'sesiteit/ verb (-ting) make 
necessary (esp. as result). 

necessitous /nt'sesitas/ adjective poor, needy. 

necessity /ni'sesiti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 indis- 
pensable thing. 2 pressure of circumstances. 3 
imperative need. 4 poverty. 5 constraint or com- 


pulsion seen as natural law governing human 
action. 


= 
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a 1 essential, colloquial must, need, Prerequisite 
requirement, requisite, sine qua non. 3 demand, 
need, requirement, want. 4 beggary, destitution, 
hardship, indigence, need, penury, poverty, ‘ 
privation, shortage, suffering, want. 5 compulsion, 
inevitability, obligation. i 


neck noun 1 part of body connecting head to 
shoulders. 2 part of garment round neck. 3 
narrow part of anything. © verb colloquial kiss 
and caress amorously. 0 neck and neck run- 
ning level in a race etc. neckline outline of 
garment-opening at neck. necktie strip of ma- 
terial worn round shirt-collar, knotted at front, 

necklace /'nekləs/ noun 1 string of beads, pre- 
cious stones, etc. worn round neck. 2 South 
African petrol-soaked tyre placed round victim's 
neck and lighted. 

necromancy /‘nekraumensi/ noun 1 divina- 
tion by supposed communication with the dead. 
2 magic. o necromancer noun. necromantic 
/-meentik/ adjective. 

necrophilia /nekrə'filrə/ noun morbid esp. 
sexual attraction to corpses. 

necropolis /ne‘kropalis/ noun ancient cemet- 
ery. 

necrosis /ne'krausis/ noun death of tissue. 
o necrotic /-‘krot-/ adjective. 

nectar /‘nekta/ noun 1 sugary substance pro- 
duced by plants and made into honey by bees. 2 
Mythology drink of gods. 

nectarine /‘nekterm/ noun smooth-skinned 
variety of peach. 

NEDC abbreviation historical National Eco- 
nomic Development Council. 


ée /ner/ adjective (US nee) (before married 


[wera maiden name) born. 


need verb 1 stand in want of; require. 2 (usually 
+ to do) be under necessity or obligation. © noun 
4 requirement. 2 circumstances requiring 
action. 3 destitution, poverty. 4 emergency. 

a verb 1 be short of, call for, crave, demand, 

depend on, lack, miss, rely on, require, want. 

© noun 1, 2 call, demand, lack, necessity, 

requirement, want. 3 see NEC 4. 


needful adjective requisite. 

needle /'ni:d(ə)l/ noun 4 very thin pointed rod 
with slit (‘eye’) for thread, used in sewing. 2 
knitting-needle. 3 pointer on dial. 4 any s! 
thin pointed instrument, esp. end of hypodermic 
syringe. 5 obelisk. 6 pointed rock or peak. 7 leaf 
of fir or pine. © verb (-ling) colloquial annoy, 
provoke. cneedlecord fine-ribbed corduroy 
fabric. needlework sewing or embroidery. 


needless adjective unnecessary. n needlessly 
adverb. 


excessive, gratuitous, pointless, redundant, 
superfluous, unnecessary. 


needy adjective (-ier, -iest) poor, destitute. 
u badly off, destitute, hard up, impecunious, 
impoverished, formal indigent, necessitous, 
penurious, poor, poverty-stricken, underpaid. 
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e'er /neə/ adverb poetical never. 0 ne’er-do- 
"well good-for-nothing person. 
nefarious /nr'feərtas/ adjective wicked. 
negate /nr'gert/ verb (-ting) 1 nullify. 2 deny 


existence of. } ý 
a 1 annul, cancel out, invalidate, negative, 


neutralize, nullify. 2 deny, disprove, gainsay, 
oppose. 


negation noun 1 absence or opposite of some- 
thing positive. 2 act of denying. 3 negative state- 
ment. 4 negative or unreal thing. 


negative /'negətiv/ adjective 1 expressing or 
implying denial, prohibition, or refusal. 2 
Jacking positive attributes; opposite to. positive. 
3 (of quantity) less than zero; to be subtracted. 4 
Electricity of, containing, or producing, kind of 
charge carried by electrons. © noun 1 negative 
statement or word. 2 Photography image with 
black and white reversed or colours replaced by 
complementary ones. © verb (-ving) 1 refuse to 
accept; veto. 2 disprove. 3 contradict. 4 neutral- 
ize. o negatively adverb. negativeness noun. 
n adjective 1 contradictory, disagreeing, 
dissenting, nullifying, opposing. 2 adversarial, 
antagonistic, destructive, grudging, obstructive, 
pessimistic, uncooperative, unenthusiastic, 
unresponsive, unwilling. © noun 1 denial, no, 
refusal, rejection, veto. 


neglect /nr'glekt/ verb 1 fail to care for or do. 
2 (+ to do) fail to. 3 pay no attention to; disre- 
gard. @noun 1 negligence. 2 neglecting, being 
neglected. o neglectful adjective. neglectfully 
adverb. 
u verb 1 abandon, be remiss about, forget, leave 
alone, lose sight of, miss, omit, overlook, shirk, 
skip. 2 fail, forget, omit. 3 disregard, forget, ignore, 
overlook. © noun carelessness, dereliction, 
disregard, inadvertence, inattention, indifference, 
negligence, oversight, slackness. 


negligée /‘neglizer/ noun (also négligé) 
woman’s flimsy dressing gown. 


negligence /‘neglid3(2)ns/ noun 1 lack of 
proper care or attention. 2 culpable carelessness. 
a negligent adjective. negligently adverb. 

a ü negligent careless, forgetful, heedless, 

inattentive, inconsiderate, indifferent, 

irresponsible, lax, offhand, reckless, remiss, slack, 

sloppy, slovenly, thoughtless, uncaring, 

unthinking. 


negligible /‘neglidstb(a)l/ adjective not’ worth 
Considering: need a 

m imperceptible, inconsequential, inconsiderable, 

insignificant, minor, nugatory, paltry, petty, slight, 

small, tiny, trifling, trivial, unimportant. 


negotiate /nr'gəufiert/ verb (ting) 4 confer in 
onden to reach agreement. 2 obtain (result) by 
et eotlating. 3 deal successfully with (obstacle 

.). 4 convert (cheque etc.) into money. ū nego- 


tiable /-fəb-/a i 
morris / adjective. negotiation noun. negoti 


ne'er | nephritic 


m 1 arbitrate, bargain, come to terms, confer, deal, 
discuss terms, haggle, make arrangements, 
mediate, parley. o negotiation arbitration, 
bargaining, conciliation, debate, diplomacy, 
discussion, mediation, parleying, transaction. 
negotiator agent, ambassador, arbitrator, broker, 
conciliator, diplomat, go-between, intercessor, 
intermediary, mediator, middleman. 


Negress /‘ni:gris/ noun female Negro. 


USAGE The term Negress is often considered 
offensive; black is usually preferred. 


Negro ['ni:grəu/ noun (plural -es) member of 
dark-skinned (originally) African race; black. 
© adjective of this race; black. 


USAGE The term Negro is often considered 
offensive; black is usually preferred. 


Negroid /‘ni:groid/ adjective (of physical fea- 
tures etc.) characteristic of black people. © noun 
black person. 


neigh /ne1/. noun cry of horse. © verb make a 
neigh. A 

neighbour /'nerbə/ (US neighbor) noun 1 
person living next door or nearby. 2 fellow 
human being. © verb border on; adjoin. o neigh- 
bouring adjective. p ; 

a o neighbouring adjacent, adjoining, attached, 

bordering, close, closest, connecting, contiguous, 

near, nearby, nearest, next door, surrounding. 


neighbourhood noun (US neighborhood) 1 
district, vicinity. 2 people of a district. 

m 1 area, community, district, environs, locality, 

place, purlieus, quarter, region, surroundings, 

vicinity, zone. 2 community. 


neighbourly adjective (US neighborly) like 
good neighbour; friendly, helpful. o neighbour- 
liness noun. 


a civil, considerate, friendly, helpful, kind, 
sociable, thoughtful, well disposed. 

neither /'na1ðə/ adjective, pronoun, & adverbnot 
either. 

nelson /‘nels(e)n/ noun wrestling hold in which 
arm is passed under opponent's arm from behind 
and hand applied to neck (half nelson), or both 
arms and hands are applied (full nelson). 

nem. con. abbreviation with no one dissenting 
(nemine contradicente). [Latin] 

nemesis /'neməsıs/ noun justice bringing 
deserved punishment. s 

neo- combining form 1 new. 2 new form of. 

neolithic /ni:a'li61k/ adjective of later Stone Age. 

neologism /ni:'pled3iz(2)m/ noun 1 new word. 
2 coining of new words. 

neon /‘ni:pn/ noun inert gas giving orange glow 
when electricity is passed through it. 

neophyte /‘ni:efart/ noun 1 new convert. 2 
novice of religious order. 3 beginner. 

nephew /‘nefju:/ noun son of one’s brother or 
sister or of one’s spouse's brother or sister. 

nephritic /nrfritik/ adjective of or in kidneys. 


nephritis | neutral 


nephritis /nrfraitis/ noun inflammation of 
kidneys. 

nepotism /‘nepatiz(e)m/ noun favouritism to 
relatives in conferring offices. 

nereid /‘nierd/ noun sea nymph. 

nerve noun 1 fibre or bundle of fibres conveying 
impulses of sensation or motion between brain 
and other parts of body. 2 coolness in danger. 3 
colloquial impudence. 4 (in plural) nervousness; 
mental or physical stress. © verb (-ving) (usually 
nerve oneself) brace or prepare (oneself). 
o nerve cell cell transmitting impulses in nerve 
tissue. nerve centre 1 group of closely connected 
nerve cells. 2 centre of control of organization 
etc. nerve-racking stressful; frightening. 


m noun 2 coolness, courage, determination, 
| firmness, fortitude, resolution, resolve, will-power. 
nerveless adjective lacking vigour. 
nervous adjective 1 easily upset; timid; highly 
strung. 2 anxious. 3 affecting the nerves. 4 (+ of ) 
afraid of. Gnervous breakdown period of 
mental illness, usually after stress. nervous 
system body’s network of nerves. o nervously 
adverb. nervousness noun. z 
u 1, 2, 4 afraid, agitated, anxious, apprehensive, 
disturbed, edgy, excitable, fearful, fidgety, 
flustered, fretful, frightened, highly-strung, ill at 
ease, colloquial in a tizzy, insecure, colloquial 
jittery, jumpy, colloquial nervy, neurotic, on edge, 
on tenterhooks, colloquial rattled, restive, 
restless, ruffled, shaky, shy, strained, tense, timid, 
touchy, twitchy, uneasy, unnerved, unsettled, 
colloquial uptight, worried. 


nervy adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial nervous; 
easily excited. 

nest noun 1 structure or place where bird lays 
eggs and shelters young. 2 breeding-place, lair. 3 
snug retreat, shelter. 4 brood, swarm. 5 group or 
set of similar objects. © verb 1 use or build nest. 
2 (of objects) fit one inside another. o nest egg 
money saved up as reserve. 


nestle /'nes(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 settle oneself com- 
fortably. 2 press oneself against another in affec- 
tion etc. 3 (+ in, into, etc.) push (head, shoulders, 
etc.) affectionately or snugly. 4 lie half hidden or 
embedded. 


| u 1,2 cuddle, curl up, huddle, nuzzle, snuggle. 


nesuing /'‘nestlm/ noun bird too young to leave 
nest. 


net! noun 1 open-meshed fabric of cord, rope, etc. 
2 piece of net used esp. to contain, restrain, or 
delimit, or to catch fish. 3 structure with net used 
in various games. © verb (-tt-) 1 cover, confine, 
or catch with net. 2 hit (ball) into net, esp. of goal. 
o netball game similar to basketball. 

n noun 1 lace, lattice-work, mesh, netting, 

network, web. @ verb 1 capture, catch, enmesh, 

ensnare, trammel, trap. 


nef? (also nett) adjective 1 remaining after neces- 
sary deductions. 2 (of price) not reducible. 3 (of 
weight) excluding packaging etc. @verb (-tt-) 
gain or yield (sum) as net profit. 


| 
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m verb accumulate, bring in, clear, earn, gain, get, 
make, realize, receive, yield. y 


nether /'neðə/ adjective archaic 
o netherworld (also nether world) hell. 


nett = NET. 
netting noun meshed fabric of cord or wire, 


nettle /‘net(e)l/ noun 1 plant covered with 
stinging hairs. 2 plant resembling this. © verb 
(-ling) irritate, provoke. o nettle-rash skin erup- 
tion like nettle stings. 


network noun 1 arrangement of intersecting 
horizontal and vertical lines. 2 complex system 
of railways etc. 3 people connected by exchange 
of information etc. 4 group of broadcasting sta- 
tions connected for simultaneous broadcast of a 
programme. 5 system of interconnected com- 
puters. © verb broadcast on network. 

m noun 1 criss-cross, grid, labyrinth, lattice, maze, 

mesh, net, netting, tangle, tracery, web. 2 complex, 

organization, system. 


lower, 


neural /‘njuer(e)l/ adjective of nerve or central 
nervous system. 


neuralgia /njvə'rældzə/ moun intense pain 
along a nerve, esp. in face or head. o neuralgic 
adjective. 


neuritis /njus'raitis/ noun inflammation of 
nerve(s). 


neuro- /‘njuerau/ combining form nerve(s). 


neurology /njua'roled31/ noun study of nerve 
systems. o neurological /-ra'‘lnd3-/ adjective. 
neurologist noun. 


neuron /‘njuerpn/ noun (also neurone /-raun/) 
nerve cell. 


neurosis /njua'rausis/ ndun (plural -roses 
/-si:z/) disturbed behaviour pattern associated 
with nervous distress. 

H anxiety, depression, mental condition, 

obsession, phobia. 


neurotic /njua'rotik/ adjective 1 caused by or 
relating to neurosis. 2 suffering from neurosis. 
3 colloquial abnormally sensitive or obsessive. 
@ noun neurotic person. 

n adjective 2, 3 anxious, distraught, disturbed, 

irrational, maladjusted, nervous, obsessive, 

overwrought, unbalanced, unstable. 


neuter /‘nju:ta/ adjective neither masculine nor 
feminine. © verb castrate, spay. 

u adjective asexual, sexless. © verb castrate, 

doctor, emasculate, geld, spay, sterilize. 


neutral /'nju:tr(ə)l/ adjective 1 supporting 
neither of two opposing sides; impartial. 2 vague, 
indeterminate. 3 (of a gear) in which engine 1s 
disconnected from driven parts. 4 (of colours) 
not strong or positive. 5 Chemistry neither aci 
nor alkaline. 6 Electricity neither positive nor 
negative. @ noun neutral state or person. 0 neu- 
trality /-'træl-/ noun. 
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n adjective 1 detached, disinterested, $ 
dispassionate, impartial, indifferent, non-aligned, 
non-belligerent, non-partisan, objective, 
unaffiliated, unaligned, unbiased, uncommitted, 
uninvolved, unprejudiced. 2, 4 characterless, 
colourless, drab, dull, indefinite, indeterminate, 
intermediate, neither one thing nor the other, pale, 


vague. 


neutralize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 
make neutral. 2 make ineffective by opposite 
force. o neutralization noun. 

a 2 annul, cancel out, compensate for, counteract, 

counterbalance, invalidate, make up for, negate, 

nullify, offset, wipe out. 


neutrino /nju:'tri:nəu/ noun ( plural-s)element- 
ary particle with zero electric charge and prob- 
ably zero mass. 

neutron /'nju:tron/ noun elementary particle of 
about same mass as proton but without electric 
charge. 

never /'nevə/adverb1atnotime;onnooccasion; 
notever. 2notatall. 3colloquialsurely not. o the 
never-never colloquial hire purchase. 


nevermore adverb at no future time. 


nevertheless /nevəðə'les/ adverb in spite of 
that; notwithstanding. 


new adjective 1 of recent origin or arrival. 2 
- made, discovered, acquired, or experienced for 
first time. 3 notused or worn. 4renewed; reinvig- 
orated. 5 different. 6 unfamiliar. 7 additional. 
o New Age set of alternative beliefs replacing 
traditional Western culture. newborn recently 
born. newcomer person recently arrived. new- 
fangled different from what one is used to. new 
moon moon when first seen as crescent. New 
Testament part of Bible concerned with Christ 
and his followers. New World N. and S. America. 
New Year's Day, Eve 1 Jan., 31 Dec. o newness 
noun. 
8 1 advanced, contemporary, current, 
fashionable, fresh, just arrived, (the) latest, 
modern, modernistic, newfangled, recent, 
colloquial often derogatory trendy, up to date. 2 
brand new, different, fresh, novel, original, 
revolutionary. 3 brand new, in mint condition, 
untried, unused, unworn. 4 changed, refreshed, 
reinvigorated, renewed, renovated. 5 different, 
other. 6 strange, unfamiliar, unheard-of, unknown, 
untried. 7 added, additional, extra, further, 
Supplementary. o newcomer alien, arrival, 


Immigrant, new boy, new girl, outsider, settler, 
stranger. 


newel /‘nju:al/ noun 4 supporting central 
postof 
winding stairs. 2 top or bottom post of stair-rail. 
newly adverb 1 recently. 2 afresh. 
news /nju:z/ plural noun (usuall 
s l y treated as 
ee 1 information about important or 
eresting recent events, esp. when published 


news, aū newsagent seller of ney 
Wspapers etc. 
eee radio of television broadcast of news 
e scaster, newsreader person who 
reads out broadcast news bulletins. newsflash 


neutralize | nicety 


single itemofimportantnews. news houndcollo- 
quial news reporter. newsletter informal 
printed bulletin of club etc. newspaper /'nju:s-/ 
printed publication of loose folded sheets with 
news etc. newspaperman, newspaperwoman 
journalist. newsprint low-quality paper for 
printing newspapers. newsreel short cinema 
of recent events. newsroom room where 
news is prepared for publication or broad- 
casting. newsworthy topical; worth reporting as 
news. 
m 1 account, advice, announcement, bulletin, 
communication, communiqué, dispatch, 
headlines, information, intelligence, the latest, 
message, newsletter, notice, press release, 
proclamation, report, rumour, statement, archaic 
or jocular tidings, word. 2 bulletin, newscast, 
newsflash, newsreel. o newspaper colloquial 
daily, gazette, journal, paper, Periodical, 
derogatory rag, tabloid. 


newsy adjective (-ier, -lest) colloquial full of 
news. 


newt /nju:t/ noun small tailed amphibian. 
newton /‘nju:t(e)n/ noun SI unit of force. 


next adjective 1 (often + to) being, placed, or 
living nearest. 2 nearest in time. eadverb 1 
(often + to) nearest in place or degree. 2 on first 
or soonest occasion. @ noun next person or thing. 
© preposition colloquial next to. o next door in 
next house or room. next of kin closest living 
relative(s). 

m adjective 1 adjacent, adjoining, closest, nearest, 

neighbouring, next door. 2 following, soonest, 

jubsequent, succeeding. 


nexus /‘neksas/ noun (plural same) connected 
group or series. 
NHS abbreviation National Health Service. 


NI abbreviation 1 Northern Ireland. 2 National 
Insurance. 


niacin /‘natesm/ noun nicotinic acid. 


nib noun 1 pen-point. 2 (in plural) crushed coffee 
or cocoa beans. 
nibble /'nıb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 (+ az) take small 
bites at. 2 eat in small amounts. 3 bite gently or 
playfully. @ noun 1 act of nibbling. 2 very small 
amount of food. 
nice adjective 1 pleasant, satisfactory. 2 kind, 
good-natured. 3 (of distinctions) subtle, fine. 4 
requiring care. 5 fastidious. anicely adverb. 
niceness noun. 
a 1 acceptable, agreeable, attractive, beautiful, 
delicious, enjoyable, good, gratifying, pleasant, 
satisfactory, welcome. 2 agreeable, amiable, 
attractive, compassionate, congenial, delightful, 
friendly, genial, good, good-natured, kind, 
kind-hearted, kindly, likeable, pleasant, polite, 
sympathetic, winsome. 3 accurate, careful, 
delicate, discriminating, exact, fine, hair-splitting, 
minute, precise, subtle. 5 dainty, fastidious, fussy, 
meticulous, particular, colloquial pernickety, 
punctilious, scrupulous. 


nicety /‘naisiti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 subtle dis- 


niche | No 


tinction or detail. 2 precision. oto a nicety 
exactly. 

niche /ni:f/ noun 1 shallow recess, esp. in wall. 
2 comfortable or apt position in life or employ- 
ment. 


n 1 alcove, corner, hollow, nook, recess. 


nick noun 1 small cut or notch. 2 slang prison. 3 
slang police station. 4 colloquial state, condition. 
e@verb 1 make nick(s) in. 2 slang steal. 3 slang 
arrest, catch. cin the nick of time only just in 
time. 

nickel /‘nik(e)l/ noun 1 silver-white metallic 
element used esp. in magnetic alloys. 2 colloquial 
US 5-cent coin. 

nickname /‘niknem)/ noun familiar or humor- 
ous name added to or substituted for real name 
of person or thing. © verb (-ming) give nickname 
to. 


| n noun alias, sobriquet. 


nicotine /'nikəti:n/ noun poisonous alkaloid 
present in tobacco. 

nicotinic acid /ntke'tmik/ noun vitamin of B 
group. 

nictitate /‘niktitert/ verb (-ting) blink, wink. 
Onictitation noun. 

niece /ni:s/ noun daughter of one’s brother or 
sister or of one’s spouse's brother or sister. 

nifty /nifti/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 1 
clever, adroit. 2 smart, stylish. 


niggard /‘nigad/ noun stingy person. 


niggardly adjective stingy. o niggardliness 
noun. 


| m mean, miserly, parsimonious, stingy. 


niggle /'nıg(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 fuss over details. 2 
find fault in petty way. 3 colloquial nag. o nig- 
gling adjective. 

nigh /nat/ adverb & preposition archaic near. 

night /natt/ noun 1 period of darkness from one 
day to next; time from sunset to sunrise. 2 night- 
fall. 3 darkness of night. 4 evening. o nightcap 1 
historical cap worn in bed. 2 drink before going 
to bed. nightclub club providing entertainment 
etc. late at night. nightdress woman’s or child’s 
loose garment worn in bed. nightfall end of day- 
light. nightjar nocturnal bird with harsh cry. 
night-life entertainment available at night. 
nightmare terrifying dream or colloquial experi- 
ence. night safe safe with access from outer wall 
of bank for deposit of money when bank is closed. 
nightshade any of various plants with poisonous 
berries. nightshirt long shirt worn in bed. night- 
watchman person who keeps watch at night. 

nightingale /'natmgel/ noun small 
reddish-brown bird, of which the male sings 
tunefully, esp. at night. 


nightly adjective 1 happening, done, or existing 
in the night. 2 recurring every night. e adverb 
every night. s 

nihilism /‘nauliz(e)m/ noun rejection of all reli- 
gious and moral principles. o nihilistzoun. nihil- 
istic /-'lis-/ adjective. è 
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nil noun nothing. 
nimble /'nımb(ə)l/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 quic 
light in movement or function; agile. 2(of ae 
quick. o nimbly adverb. 
m 1 acrobatic, active, adroit, agile, brisk, deft, 
dexterous, limber, lithe, lively, colloquial nippy, 
quick-moving, sprightly, spry, swift. : 


nimbus /‘nimbes/ noun (plural nimbi /-bar/ or 
nimbuses) 1 halo. 2 rain-cloud. 
nincompoop ` /'nmkəmpu:p/ noun foolish 
person. 
nine adjective & noun one more than eight. 
Oninepins (usually treated as singular) kind of 
skittles. o ninth /nam0/ adjective & noun. 
nineteen /nam'ti:n/ adjective & noun one more 
than eighteen. o nineteenth adjective & noun. 
ninety /'namtı/ adjective & noun (plural -ies) 
nine times ten. o ninetieth adjective & noun. 
ninny /'nmı/ noun (plural -ies) foolish person. 
nip' verb (-pp-) 1 pinch, squeeze sharply, bite. 2 
(often + off) remove by pinching etc. 3 colloquial 
go nimbly. © noun 1 pinch, sharp squeeze, bite. 
2bitingcold. o nipin the bud suppress or destroy 
at very beginning. 


| a verb 1, 2 bite, clip, pinch, snap, squeeze. 


nip? noun small quantity of spirits. 

nipper noun 1 person or thing that nips. 2 claw 
ofcrab etc. 3 colloquial young child. 4 (in plural) 
tool with jaws for gripping or cutting. 

nipple /'np(ə)l/ noun 1 small projection in 
mammals from which in females milk for young 
is secreted. 2 teat of feeding-bottle. 3 device like 
nipple in function. 4 nipple-like protuberance. 

nippy adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 1 quick, 
nimble. 2 chilly. 

nirvana /nio'va:na/ noun (in Buddhism) perfect 
bliss attained by extinction of individuality. 

nit noun 1 egg or young of louse or other parasitic 
insect. 2 slang stupid person. o nit-picking collo- 
quial fault-finding in a petty way. 

niter US = NITRE. 

nitrate /‘naitrert/ noun 1 salt of nitric acid. 2 
potassium or sodium nitrate as fertilizer. 

nitre /‘naita/ noun (US niter) saltpetre. 

nitric acid /'nartrık/ noun colourless corrosive 
poisonous liquid. 

nitrogen /'nartrədz(ə)n/ noun gaseous element 
forming four-fifths of atmosphere. o nitrogen- 
ous /-'trndzməs/ adjective. 

nitroglycerine /nattrev'gliserm/ noun (US 
nitroglycerin) explosive yellow liquid. 

nitrous oxide /‘nartras/ noun colourless gaS 
used as anaesthetic. > 

nitty-gritty /nıtrgrıtr/ noun slang realities or 
practical details of a matter. 

nitwit noun colloquial stupid person. 

NNE abbreviation north-north-east. 

NNW abbreviation north-north-west. 

No = Non. 
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No. abbreviation number. 
u/ adjective 1 not any. 2 not a. 3 hardly any. 

Vata l forbid thing specified. © adverb by no 
amount; not at all. ointerjection: expressing 
negative reply to question, request, etc. © noun 
(plural noes) 1 utterance of word no. 2 denial 
or refusal. 3 ‘no’ vote. ono-ball unlawfully 
delivered ball in cricket etc. no longer not now 
as formerly. no-nonsense sensible; without 
flippancy. no one nobody. no way colloquial it is 
impossible. 

nob! noun slang person of wealth or high social 
position. 

nob? noun slang head. 

nobble /'nob(ə)l/ verb (-ling) slang 1 try to 
influence (e.g. judge). 2 tamper with (racehorse 
etc.). 3 steal. 4 seize; catch. ` 


nobility /nav'bilitt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
nobleness of character, birth, or rank. 2 (usually 
after a, the) class of nobles. 3 

u 1 dignity, glory, grandeur, greatness, 

high-mindedness, integrity, magnanimity, 

nobleness, uprightness, virtue, worthiness. 2 (the 
nobility) the aristocracy, the elite, the gentry, the 
nobles, the peerage, the ruling classes, colloquial 
the upper crust. 


noble /'nəvb(ə)l/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 belonging to 
the aristocracy. 2 of excellent character; mag- 
nanimous. 3 of imposing appearance. oe noun 
nobleman; noblewoman. conobleman_ peer. 
noblewoman peeress. O nobleness noun. nobly 
adverb. 
m adjective 1 aristocratic, blue-blooded, courtly, 
distinguished, elite, gentle, high-born, 
high-ranking, patrician, princely, royal, 
thoroughbred, titled, upper-class. 2 chivalrous, 
elevated, exalted, gallant, heroic, honourable, 
lofty, lordly, magnanimous, upright, virtuous, 
worthy. 3 dignified, elegant, grand, great, 
imposing, impressive, magnificent, majestic, 
splendid, stately. © noun aristocrat, grandee, lady, 
lord, nobleman, noblewoman, patrician, peer, 
peeress. 


noblesse oblige /naubles D'bli:3/ noun privil- 
ege entails responsibility. [French] 

nobody /‘naubadi/ pronoun no person. © noun 
(plural -ies) person of no importance. 


noctambulist /nok'tembjulist/ noun sleep- 
walker. 


nocturnal /nok'ts:n(ə)l/ adjective of or in the 
night; done or active by night. 


Haat) ['nokts:n/ noun Music 4 short roman- 
c composition, usually for piano. 2 picture of 
night scene. 


Nod verb(-dd-)4 incline head slightly and briefly. 
ae head droop in drowsiness: be drowsy. 3 
eat w (assent etc.) by nod. 4 (of flowers etc.) bend 
enoa 5 make momentary slip or mistake. 
oea nodding of head. o nod off colloquial fall 


taal 1 bend, bob, bow. a nod off see SLEEP 


No. | nominate 


noddle /‘nnd(a)l/ noun colloquial head. 

node noun 1 part of plant stem from which 
leaves emerge. 2 knob on root or branch. 3 
natural swelling. 4 intersecting point, esp. of 
planet's orbit with plane of celestial equator. 5 
point or line of least disturbance in vibrating 
system. 6 point at which curve crosses itself. 7 


ene in computer network. o nodal adjec- 
ive, 


nodule ['nodju:]/ noun 1 small rounded lump of 
anything. 2 small tumour, ganglion, swelling on 
legume root. o nodular adjective. 

noggin /'nogm/ noun 1 small mug. 2 small 
measure of spirits. 


Noh /nav/ noun (also No) traditional Japanese 
drama. 


noise /no1z/ noun 1 sound, esp. loud or unpleas- 
ant one. 2 confusion of loud sounds. © verb 
(-sing) (usually in passive) make public, spread 
abroad. o noiseless adjective. nolselessness 
noun. 
noun 1 see sounn‘ noun 1. 2 babel, bawling, 
bedlam, blare, cacophony, caterwauling, clamour, 
clangour, clatter, commotion, din, discord, fracas, 
hubbub, hullabaloo, outcry, pandemonium, racket, 
colloquial row, colloquial rumpus, screaming, 
screeching, shouting, shrieking, tumult, uproar, 
yelling. a noiseless inaudible, mute, muted, quiet, 
silent, soft, soundiess, still. 


noisome /‘noisam/ adjective literary 1 harmful, 
noxious. 2 evil-smelling. 

noisy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 making much noise. 
2 full of noise. a noisily adverb. 

a blaring, boisterous, booming, cacophonous, 

chattering, clamorous, deafening, discordant, 

dissonant, ear-splitting, Music fortissimo, harsh, 

loud, raucous, resounding, reverberating, rowdy, 

screaming, screeching, shrieking, shrill, strident, 

talkative, thunderous, tumultuous, unmusical, 

uproarious, vociferous. 


nomad /‘neumed/ noun 1 member of tribe 
roaming from place to place for pasture. 2 wan- 
derer. o nomadic /-'meed-/ adjective. 

a o nomadic itinerant, peripatetic, roving, 

travelling, vagrant, wandering, wayfaring. 


nom de plume [nom də 'plu:m/ noun (plural 
noms de plume same pronunciation) writer's 
assumed name. [French] 

nomenclature /nəv'menklətfə/ noun 1 system 
of names for things. 2 terminology of a science 
etc. 

nominal /‘nomm(s)!/ adjective 1 existing in 
name only; not real or actual. 2 (ofsum of money 
etc.) very small. 3 of, as, or like noun. o nomin- 
ally adverb. 

m 1 formal, in name only, ostensible, self-styled, 

so-called, supposed, theoretical, titular. 2 

Insignificant, minimal, minor, small, token. 


nominate /‘nommeit/ verb (-ting) 1 propose 
(candidate) for election. 2 appoint to office. 3 
appoint (date or place). o nomination noun. 
nominator noun. 


nominative | non-stop 


m appoint, choose, designate, elect, name, 
propose, put forward, put up, recommend, select, 


specify. 


nominative /‘nommativ/ Grammar noun case 
expressing subject of verb. © adjective of or in 
this case. 

nominee /nomr'ni:/ noun person who is nomin- 
ated. 

non- prefix giving negative sense of words with 
which it is combined. For words starting with 
non- that are not found below, the root-words 
should be consulted. 

nonagenarian /nəvnədzr'neərrən/ 
person from 90 to 99 years old. 

non-believer /nonbrii:va/ noun person who 
does not believe; person who has no faith. 
| m agnostic, atheist, disbeliever, freethinker, 

heathen, infidel, pagan, sceptic, unbeliever. 


noun 


non-belligerent /nonbə'lıdzərənt/ adjective 
not engaged in hostilities. ©noun non- 
belligerent state etc. 

nonce /nons/ noun o for the nonce for the time 
being, for the present. nonce-word word coined 
for one occasion. 

nonchalant /'nonfələnt/ adjective calm and 
casual. Ononchalance noun. nonchalantly 
adverb. 


non-combatant /non'kombat(a)nt/ noun 
person not fighting in a war, esp. civilian, army 
chaplain, etc. 

non-commissioned /nonke'm1J(a)nd/ adjec- 
tive (of officer) not holding commission. 

noncommittal /nonkə'mıt(ə)l/ adjective 
avoiding commitment to definite opinion or 
course of action. 

non compos mentis /non kompps 'mentis/ 
adjective not in one’s right mind. 

non-conductor /nonken'dakta/ noun sub- 
stance that does not conduct heat or electricity. 


nonconformist /nonken'fo:mist/ noun 41 
person who does not conform to doctrine ofestab- 
lished Church, esp. (Nonconformist) member 
of Protestant sect dissenting from Anglican 
Church. 2 person not conforming to prevailing 
principle. 

nonconformity /nonkan'fo:mitr/ noun 1 non- 
contoemniets as body. 2 (+ to) failure to conform 

non-contributory /nonken'tribjutari/ adjec- 
tive not involving contributions. 

nondescript /‘nondiskript/ adjective lacking 
distinctive characteristics; not easily classified. 
@ noun such person or thing. 

none /nan/ pronoun 1 (often + of) not any. 2no 
person(s). o none the (+ comparative), none too 

not in the least. 


USAGE The verb following none can be singular 
or plural when it means ‘not any of several’, e.g. 
None of us knows or None of us know. 


nonentity /no‘nentiti/ noun (plural -les) 1 
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person or thing of no importance. 2 non- 


existence. 3 non-existent thing. 


nonet /nəv'net/ noun 1 musical composition for 
9 performers. 2 the performers. 3 any group of 9, 


nonetheless /nande'les/ adverb nevertheless, 


non-event /nonr'vent/ noun insignificant 
event, esp. contrary to hopes or expectations. 


non-existent /nonig'zist(e)nt/ adjective not 
existing. o non-existence noun. 

m chimerical, fictional, fictitious, hypothetical, 

imaginary, imagined, legendary, made up, 

mythical, unreal. 


non-fiction /non'fikS(9)n/ noun literary work 
other than fiction. 


non-interference /nonmte‘fierens/ noun 
non-intervention. 


non-intervention /nonmtə'venf(ə)n/ noun 
policy of not interfering in others’ affairs. 


nonpareil /nonps'rell/ adjective unrivalled, 
unique. @ noun such person or thing. 


non-party /non'pa:ti/ adjective independent of 
political parties. 


nonplus /non'plas/ verb (-ss-) completely 
perplex. 


m amaze, baffle, confound, disconcert, 
dumbfound, colloquial flummox, perplex, puzzle. 


nonsense /'nons(9)ns/ noun 1 (often as 
interjection) absurd or meaningless words or 
ideas. 2 foolish conduct. o nonsensical /-'sen-/ 
adjective. 
m 1 absurdity, balderdash, slang bilge, slang 
boloney, slang bunk, bunkum, claptrap, colloquial 
double Dutch, drivel, slang eyewash, foolishness, 
gibberish, colloquial gobbledegook, inanity, 
mumbo-jumbo, colloquial piffle, slang poppycock, 
slang rot, rubbish, silliness, stuff and nonsense, 
stupidity, esp. US trash, colloquial tripe, twaddle. 2 
absurdity, foolishness, inanity, senselessness, 
silliness, stupidity. o nonsensical absurd, 
asinine, crazy, daft, fatuous, foolish, idiotic, 
illogical, impractical, inane, incomprehensible, 
irrational, laughable, ludicrous, mad, 
meaningless, preposterous, ridiculous, 
senseless, silly, stupid, unreasonable, wild. 


non sequitur /non 'sekwita/ noun conclusion 
that does not logically follow from the premisses. 
[Latin] 

non-slip /non'slip/ adjective 1 that does not slip. 
2 that prevents slipping. 


non-smoker /non'smouke/ noun 1 person who 
does not smoke. 2 train compartment etc. where 
smoking is forbidden. o non-smoking adjective. 

non-starter /non'sta:ta/ noun colloquial 
person or scheme not worth considering. 

non-stick /non'sttk/ adjective that does not 
allow things to stick to it. 

non-stop /non'stop/ adjective (oftrainetc.) not 
stopping at intermediate stations. 2 done 
without stopping. @ adverb without stopping. 
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a adjective 2 ceaseless, constant, continual, 
continuous, endless, colloquial eternal, : 
incessant, interminable, perpetual, persistent, 
round the clock, steady, unbroken, unending, 
uninterrupted, unremitting. 


noodle’ /‘nu:d(e)l/ noun strip or ring of pasta. 

noodle? /'nu:d(ə)l/ noun simpleton. 

nook /nuk/ noun corner or recess; secluded 
place. 

noon noun 120'clock in day, midday. o noonday 
midday. 

noose noun 1 loop with running knot. 2 snare. 
o verb (-sing) catch with or enclose in noose. 

nor conjunction and not. 

Nordic /‘no:dik/ adjective of tall blond Germanic 
people of Scandinavia. 

norm noun 1 standard, type. 2 standard amount 
of work etc. 3 customary behaviour. 

n 4, 2 criterion, measure, model, pattern, rule, 

standard, type, yardstick. 3 custom, practice, rule. 


normal /'no:m(ə)l/ adjective 1 conforming to 
standard; regular, usual, typical. 2 free from 
mental disorder. 3 Geometry (of line) at right 
angles. © noun 1 normal value of a temperature 
etc. 2 usual state, level, etc. o normalcy noun 
esp. US. normality /-'mzl-/ noun. normalize verb 
(also -ise) (-zing or -sing). normally adverb. 
m adjective 1 accepted, accustomed, average, 
common, commonplace, conventional, 
customary, established, everyday, familiar, 
general, habitual, natural, ordinary, orthodox, 
predictable, prosaic, quotidian, regular, routine, 
run-of-the-mill, standard, typical, universal, 
unsurprising, usual. 2 balanced, healthy, rational, 
reasonable, sane, stable, well adjusted. 
a normalize regularize, regulate, standardize. 


Norman ['no:mən/ noun (plural -s) 1 native of 

medieval Normandy. 2 descendant of people 
established there in 10th c. e@adjective 1 of 
Normans. 2 of style of medieval architecture 
found in Britain under Normans. 


Norse noun 1 Norwegian language. 2 Scandi- 
navian lan group. © adjective of ancient 
Scandinavia, esp. Norway. o Norseman noun. 


north noun 1 point of horizon 90° anticlockwise 
from east. 2 corresponding compass point. 3 
(usually the North) northern part of world, 
country, town, etc. @ adjective 1 towards, at, 
hear, or facing north. 2 (of wind) from north. 
@adverb 1 towards, at, or near north. 2 (+ of) 
ak er north than. o northbound travelling or 
= ing north. north-east, -west point midway 
ea aan north and east or west. north-north- 
north are north-west point midway between 
and north-east or north-west. North Star 


Polestar. o northward adjecti 
northwards adverb, rd adjective, adverb, & noun. 


pean [na:delt/ adjective:& adverb 1 in 
a oe Position or direction. 2 (of wind) from 


northern ['n9:6(a)n/ adjective of or in the north. 


| 
eee 


noodle | note 


Onorthern lights aurora borealis. o north- 
ernmost adjective. 


northerner noun native or inhabitant ofnorth. 


Norwegian /no:'wi:d3(e)n/ noun native, 
national, or language of Norway. @ adjective of 
or relating to Norway. 


nose /nauz/ noun 1 organ above mouth, used for 
smelling and breathing. 2 sense of smell. 3 odour 
or perfume of wine etc. 4 projecting part or front 
end of car, aircraft, etc. © verb (-sing) 1 (usually 
+ aboutetc.) search. 2 (often + out) perceive smell 
of, discover by smell. 3 thrust nose against or 
into. 4 make one’s way cautiously forward. 
Cnosebag fodder-bag hung on horse's head. 
nosebleed bleeding from nose. nosedive (make) 
steep downward plunge. turn up one’s nose 
(often + at) colloquial show disdain. 

a noun 1 nostrils, proboscis, snout. 4 front; [of 

boaf] bow, prow. © verb 1 (nose about) see PRY. 4 

edge, insinuate oneself, penetrate, probe, push. 


nosegay noun small bunch of flowers. 


nosh slang verb eat. @noun food or drink. 
o nosh-up large meal. 


nostalgia /nos'teld3a/_ noun 1 (often + for) 
yearning for past period. 2 homesickness. 
o nostalgic adjective. 

@ 1 longing, pining, reminiscence, yearning. 

O nostalgic homesick, wistful, yearning. 


nostril /‘nostr(2)l/ noun either of two openings 
in nose. 


nostrum /'nostrəm/ noun 1 quack remedy; 
patent medicine. 2 pet scheme. 

nosy adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial inquisitive, 
prying. o nosiness noun. 

m curious, eavesdropping, inquisitive, interfering, 

meddlesome, prying, colloquial snooping. 


not adverb: expressing negation, refusal, or 
denial. o not quite almost. 


notable /'nəvtəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 worthy of note; 
remarkable. 2 eminent. @ noun eminent person. 
o notability noun. notably adverb. 
u adjective celebrated, conspicuous, distinctive, 
distinguished, eminent, evident, extraordinary, 
famous, illustrious, important, impressive, 
memorable, noted, noteworthy, noticeable, 
obvious, outstanding, pre-eminent, prominent, 
rare, remarkable, renowned, singular, striking, 
uncommon, unforgettable, unusual, well known. 


notary /‘navtert/ noun (plural-ies) solicitor etc. 
who certifies deeds etc. o notarial /-'tear-/ adjec- 
tive. 

notation /nou'tetJ(a)n/ noun 1 representation of 
numbers, quantities, musical notes, etc. by 
symbols. 2 set of such symbols. 

notch noun V-shaped indentation on edge or 
surface. @ verb 1 make notches in. 2 (usually + 
up) score, win, achieve (esp. amount or 
quantity). 

note noun 1 brief written record as memory aid. 
2 short letter. 3 formal diplomatic communica- 


nothing | novelty 


tion. 4 additional explanation in book. 5 bank- 
note. 6 notice of payment. 7 notice, attention. 8 
eminence. 9 single musical tone of definite pitch. 
10 written sign representing its pitch and dura- 
tion. 11 quality or tone of speaking. © verb (-ting) 
1 observe, notice. 2 (often + down) record as thing 
to be remembered. 3 (in passive; often + for) be 
well known. 4 (as noted adjective) famous. 
o notebook book for making notes in. notecase 
wallet for banknotes. notelet small folded card 
for informal letter. notepaper paper for writing 
letters. noteworthy worthy of attention; remark- 
able. noteworthiness noun. 
m noun 1 chit, jotting, colloquial memo, 
memorandum, minute, record, reminder. 2 
billet-doux, communication, epistle, letter, line, 
floquial memo, memorandum, message, 
| postcard. 4 annotation, comment, commentary, 
| explanation, footnote, gloss, jotting, marginal 
| note. 5, 6 banknote, US bill, draft. 11 feeling, 
| quality, sound, tone. © verb 1 detect, discern, 
discover, feel, find, heed, mark, mind, notice, 
observe, pay attention to, archaic remark, register, 
see, spy, take note of. 2 enter, jot down, record, 
| scribble, write down. 4 (noted) see FAMOUS 1. 


a noteworthy exceptional, extraordinary, rare, 


remarkable, uncommon, disputed unique, 
unusual. 


nothing /‘nam/ noun 1 no thing; not anything. 
2 person or thing of no importance. 3 non- 
existence. 4 no amount; nought. oadverb not 
at all; in no way. : 
| u noun 4 archaic naught, nil, nought, zero, esp. US 


slang zilch. 


nothingness noun 1 non-existence. 2 worth- 
lessness. 


Re once /‘nevtis/ noun 1 attention. 2 displayed 


sheet etc. with announcement. 3 intimation, 
warning. 4 formal declaration of intention toend 
agreement or employment at specified time. 5 
short published review of new play, book, etc. 
© verb (-cing) (often + that, how, etc.) perceive, 
observe. dnoticeable adjective. noticeably 
adverb. 
a noun 1 attention, awareness, formal 
cognizance, consciousness, heed, note, regard. 2 
advertisement, handout, leaflet, message, note, 
placard, poster, sign. 3, 4 announcement, 
indication, intimation, notification, sign, warning; 
(give notice) see NOTIFY 1, WARN. © verb be aware, 
detect, discern, discover, feel, find, heed, make 
out, mark, mind, note, observe, pay attention to, 
perceive, register, archaic remark, see, spy, take 
| note. o noticeable appreciable, audible, clear, 
clear-cut, considerable, conspicuous, detectable, 
discernible, distinct, distinguishable, manifest, 
marked, measurable, notable, observable, 
obtrusive, obvious, overt, palpable, perceivable, 
perceptible, plain, prominent, pronounced, salient, 
significant, striking, unconcealed, unmistakable, 
visible, 


notifiable /'nəvtfarab(ə)l/ adjective (esp. of 
disease) that must be notified to authorities. 


notify /‘navtifat/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 (often + of, 


a 
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that) inform; give notice to (person). 2 make 
known. u notification noun. 
m 1 acquaint, advise, alert, apprise, give notice. 
inform, tell, warn. 2 announce, make known, 
proclaim, publish, report. 


notion /‘navJ(e)n/ noun 1 concept, idea; opinion: 
vague understanding. 2 intention. 3 
a 1 apprehension, belief, concept, Conception, 
fancy, hypothesis, idea, impression, inkling, 
opinion, sentiment, theory, thought, : 
understanding, view. 2 design, intention, thought. 


notional adjective hypothetical, imaginary, 
Unotionally adverb. 

notorious /nou'to:rias/ adjective well known, 
esp. unfavourably. o notoriety /-tə'rarətı/ noun, 
notoriously adverb. 

a disgraceful, disreputable, famous, flagrant, 

ill-famed, infamous, outrageous, scandalous, 

shocking, undisguised, undisputed, well known. 


notwithstanding /notwid'steendm/  prepos- 
ition in spite of. © adverb nevertheless. 
nougat /‘nu:ga:/ noun sweet made from nuts, 
egg white, and sugar or honey. 
nought /no:t/ noun 1 digit 0; cipher. 2 poetical or 
archaic nothing. 
noun /naun/ noun word used to name person or 
thing (see panel). 
nourish /‘nariJ/ verb 1 sustain with food. 2 
foster, cherish (feeling etc.). o nourishing adjec- 
tive. 
@ 1 feed, maintain, nurse, nurture, provide for, 
strengthen, support, sustain. 2 cherish, foster, 
harbour, nurse, nurture. o nourishing see 
NUTRITIOUS. 


nourishment noun sustenance, food. 


u food, goodness, nutriment, nutrition, 
sustenance, victuals. 


nous /naus/ noun colloquial common sense. 

Nov. abbreviation November. 

nova /'nəuvə/ noun (plural novae /-vi:/or-s) star 
showing sudden burst of brightness and then 
subsiding. 

novel /'nov(ə)l/ noun fictitious prose story of 
book length. © adjective of new kind or nature. 

m noun novelette, novella, romance, story. 

© adjective different, fresh, imaginative, 

innovative, new, odd, original, rare, singular, 

Startling, strange, surprising, uncommon, 

unconventional, unfamiliar, untested, unusual. 


novelette /nvvə'let/ noun short (esp. romantic) 
novel. 

novelist /‘novolist/ noun writer of novels. 

novella /na'vela/ noun (plural-s) short novel or 
narrative story. 

novelty /'novaltı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 newness. 
2 new thing or occurrence. 3 small toy etc. 

a 1 freshness, newness, oddity, originality, 

strangeness, unfamiliarity, uniqueness. 3 bauble. 

curiosity, gimmick, knick-knack, ornament, 

souvenir, trifle, trinket. 
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November /nəv'vembə/ noun eleventh month 


of year. 
vena /nə'vi:nə/ noun RC Church special 
mrayers or services on 9 successive days. 


novice /‘nvvis/ noun 1 probationary member of 
religious order. 2 beginner. 


n 1 noviciate. 2 amateur, apprentice, beginner, 
greenhorn, Initiate, learner, probationer, tiro, 
trainee. 


noviciate /na'vifiet/ noun (also novitiate) 1 
period of being a novice. 2 religious novice. 3 
novices’ quarters. 


now adverb 1 at present or mentioned time. 2 
immediately. 3 by this time. 4 in the immediate 
past. © conjunction (often + that) because. © noun 
this time; the present. 0 now and again or then 
occasionally. : 

a adverb 1 at present, here and now, just now, 

nowadays, today. 2 at once, immediately, instantly, 

promptly, straight away. 


nowadays /‘navadeiz/ adverb at present time 
or age. © noun the present time. 


nowhere /'nəuweə/ adverb in or to no place. 
© pronoun no place. 


nowt noun colloquial or dialect nothing. 


noxious /‘nokfas/ adjective harmful, unwhole- 
some. 
a foul, harmful, nasty, literary noisome, 
objectionable, poisonous, polluting, 
unwholesome. 


nozzle /'noz(ə)l/ noun spout on hose etc. 
nr. abbreviation near. 


November | nucleus 
NSPCC abbreviation National Society for Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Children. 
NSW abbreviation New South Wales. 


NT abbreviation 1 New Testament. 2 Northern 
Territory (of Australia). 3 National Trust. 


nuance /‘nju:a s/ noun subtle shade of meaning, 
feeling, colour, etc. 


nub noun point or gist (of matter or story). 
u centre, core, crux, essence, gist, heart, kernel, 
nucleus, pith, point. 


nubile /‘nju:bail/ adjective (of woman) marriage- 
able; sexually attractive. o nubility noun. 


nuclear /'nju:klrə/ adjective 4 of, relating to, or 
constituting a nucleus. 2 using nuclear energy. 
Onuclear energy energy obtained by nuclear 
fission or fusion. nuclear family couple and their 
child(ren). nuclear fission nuclear reaction in 
which heavy nucleus splits with release of 
energy. nuclear fuel source of nuclear energy. 
nuclear fusion nuclear reaction in which nuclei 
of low atomic number fuse with release of 
energy. nuclear physics physics of atomic 
nuclei. nuclear power 1 power derived from 
nuclear energy. 2 country that has nuclear 
weapons. 


nucleic acid /nju:kli:xk/ noun either of two 
complex organic molecules (DNA and RNA) 
present in all living cells. 


nucleon /'nju:klmn/ noun proton or neutron. 


nucleus /‘nju:klies/ noun (plural nuclei /-lrat/) 
1 central part or thing round which others 
collect; kernel. 2 initial part. 3 central core of 
atom. 4 part of cell containing genetic material. 


l a 1 centre, core, heart, kernel, middle. 


Noun 


Anoun denotes a person or thing. There are four kinds: 
1 common nouns (the words for objects and creatures), e.g. 


shoe in ` Thered shoe was left on the shelf. 
box ìn The large box stood in the corner. 
plant in The plant grew to two metres. 


horse in A horse and rider galloped by. 
2 proper nouns (the names of people, places, ships, institutions, and animals, which always begin 
with a capital letter), e.g. 
Jane USS Enterprise 
London Grand Hotel 
3 abstract nouns (the words for qualities, things we cannot see or touch, and things which have 
no physical reality), e.g. 


Bambi 


truth absence 
explanation warmth 
4 collective nouns (the words for groups of things), e.g. 
committee squad the Cabinet 
herd swarm the clergy 
majority team the public 


a 


nude | nurture 


nude /nju:d/ adjective naked, unclothed. e noun 
1 painting etc. of nude human figure. 2 nude 
person. o in the nude naked. o nudity noun. 

m adjective bare, literary disrobed, exposed, in the 

nude, naked, stark naked, stripped, unclothed, 

uncovered, undressed. 


nudge verb (-ging) 1 prod gently with elbow to 
draw attention. 2 push gradually. © noun gentle 
push. 

u verb bump, dig, elbow, hit, jab, jog, jolt, poke, 

prod, push, shove, touch. 


nudist /‘nju:dist/ noun person who advocates or 
practises going unclothed. o nudism noun. 

nugatory /'nju:gətərı/ adjective 1 futile, trifling. 
2 inoperative; not valid. 

nugget /‘nagit/ oun 1 lump ofgoldetc., as found 
in earth. 2 lump of anything. 

nuisance /‘nju:s(a)ns/ noun person, thing, or 
circumstance causing annoyance. 

u annoyance, bother, burden, inconvenience, 

irritant, irritation, colloquial pain, pest, plague, 

trouble, vexation, worry. 


null adjective 1 (esp. null and void) invalid. 2 
non-existent. 3 expressionless. o nullity noun. 

nullify /‘nalifai/ verb (-ies, -ied) neutralize, 
invalidate. o nullification noun. 

m abolish, annul, cancel, do away with, invalidate, 

negate, neutralize, quash, repeal, rescind, 

revoke, stultify. 


numb /nam/ adjective 1 deprived of feeling. 2 
paralysed. © verb 1 make numb. 2 stupefy, para- 
lyse. o numbness noun. 

a adjective anaesthetized, asleep, benumbed, 

cold, dead, deadened, frozen, immobile, 

insensible, insensitive, paralysed, senseless. 

© verb anaesthetize, benumb, deaden, 

desensitize, drug, dull, freeze, immobilize, 

paralyse, stun, stupefy. 


number /'nambə/ noun 1 arithmetical value 
representing a quantity. 2 word, symbol, or 
figure representing this. 3 total count or aggreg- 
ate. 4 numerical reckoning. 5 quantity, amount. 
6 person or thing having place in a series, esp. 
single issue ofmagazine, item in programme, etc. 
© verb1 include. 2 assign number(s) to. 3amount 
to specified number. 4 count. o number one col- 
loquial oneself. number plate plate bearing 
number esp. of motor vehicle. 


USAGE The phrase a number of is normally used 
with a plural verb, as in a number of problems 
remain. 

m noun 2 digit, figure, integer, numeral, unit. 3 
aggregate, amount, count, sum, total. 5 amount, 
colloquial bunch, collection, crowd, group, 
multitude, quantity, sum, total. 6 (musical number) 
item, piece, song; (magazine number) copy, 
edition, impression, issue, publication. © verb 3 
add up to, total, work out at. 4 see count’ verb 1. 


numberless adjective innumerable. 
numeral /‘nju:mar(a)l/ noun symbol or group 
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of symbols denoting a number. © adjective of or 
denoting a number. 


numerate /‘nju:marat/ adjective familiar with 
basic principles of mathematics. O numeracy 
noun. 


numeration /nju:mə'rerf(ə)n/ noun 1 process 
ofnumbering. 2 calculation. 

numerator /‘nju:moreita/ noun number above 
line in vulgar fraction. 


numerical /nju:'mertk(a)I/ adjective of or relat. 
ing to number(s). o numerically adverb. 


numerology /nju:mə'rolədzı/ noun study of 
supposed occult significance of numbers, 


numerous /'nju:mərəs/ adjective 1 many. 2 con- 
sisting of many. 

m 1 abundant, copious, countless, endless, 

incalculable, infinite, innumerable, many, 

multitudinous, literary myriad, numberless, 

plentiful, several, uncountable, untold. 


numinous /‘nju:mmes/ adjective 1 indicating 
presence of a god. 2 awe-inspiring. 

numismatic /nju:miz'metik/ adjective of or 

„relating to coins or medals. 

numismatics plural noun (usually treated as 
singular) study of coins and medals. o numis- 
matist /-'mizmatist/ noun. 


nun oun member of community of women living 
under religious vows. 


u abbess, Mother Superior, novice, prioress, 
sister. 


nuncio /‘nansieu/ noun (plural-s) papal ambas- 
sador. 


nunnery noun (plural -ies) religious house of 
nuns. 


nuptial /‘napJ(e)l/ adjective of marriage or wed- 
dings. @ noun (usually in plural) wedding. 

nurse /n3:s/ noun 1 person trained to care for 
sick and help doctors or dentists. 2 nursemaid. 
© verb (-sing) 1 work as nurse. 2 attend to (sick 
person). 3 feed or be fed at breast. 4 hold or treat 
carefully. 5 foster; harbour. o nursing home 
private hospital or home. 

m noun 1 matron, sister. 2 nanny, nursemaid. 

© verb 2 care for, look after, minister to, nurture, 

tend, treat. 3 breastfeed, feed, suckle, wet-nurse. 

4cherish, coddle, cradle, cuddle, dandle, hold, 

hug, mother, pamper. 


nursemaid noun woman in charge of 
child(ren). 

nursery /'ns:sərı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 room or 
place equipped for young children. 2 place where 
plants are reared for sale. n nurseryman grower 
ofplants for sale. nursery rhyme traditional song 
or rhyme for young children. nursery school 
school for children between ages of 3 and 5. 


m 1 crèche, kindergarten, nursery school. 2 
garden centre, market garden. 


nurture /'ns:tfa/ noun 1 bringing up; fostering 
care. 2 nourishment. @ verb (-ring) bring UP: 
rear. 
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a verb bring up, cultivate, educate, feed, look after, 
nourish, nurse, rear, tend, train. 


nut noun 1 fruit consisting of hard shell or pod 
around edible kernel or seeds. 2 this kernel. 3 
small usually hexagonal flat piece of metal with 
threaded hole through it for screwing on end of 
bolt to secure it. 4 slang head. 5 slang crazy 
person. 6 small lump (of coal etc.). o nutcase 
slang crazy person. nutcracker (usually in 
plural) device for cracking nuts. nuthatch small 
bird which climbs up and down tree trunks. nuts 


slang crazy. 


l a o nutcase see MADMAN, MADWOMAN (MAD). 


nutmeg /‘natmeg/ noun 1 hard aromatic seed 
used as spice etc. 2 E. Indian tree bearing this. 

nutria /‘nju:trie/ noun coypu fur. 

nutrient /‘nju:trient/ noun substance providing 
essential nourishment. © adjective serving as or 
providing nourishment. 


nutriment /‘nju:trmment/ noun nourishing 
food. 


| a food, nourishment, nutrition, sustenance. 


nutrition /nju:'tri{(9)n/ noun food, nourish- 
ment. o nutritional adjective. nutritionist noun. 


nutritious /nju:'trifes/ adjective efficient as 
food. 


nut | NZ 


m alimentary, beneficial, health-giving, healthy, 
nourishing, sustaining, wholesome. 


nutritive Inju:tritrv/ adjective 4 of nutrition. 2 
nutritious. 


nutshell noun hard covering of nut. o in a nut- 
shell in few words. 

nutter noun slang crazy person. 

nutty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 full ofnuts. 2 tasting 
like nuts. 3 slang crazy. 

nux vomica /naks 'vomika/ noun 1 E. Indian 
tree. 2 its seeds, containing strychnine. 

nuzzle /'naz(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 prod or rub gently 
with nose. 2 nestle, lie snug. 

NW abbreviation north-west(ern). 

NY abbreviation US New York. 

nylon /‘natlon/ noun 1 strong light synthetic 
fibre. 2 nylon fabric. 3 (in plural) stockings of 
nylon. 

nymph /nimf/ noun 1 mythological semi-divine 
female spirit associated with rivers, woods, etc. 
2 immature form of some insects. 

nymphomania /nmmfe'memta/ noun excessive 
sexual desire in a woman. o nymphomaniac 
noun & adjective. 


NZ abbreviation New Zealand. 


O' o0 level historical ordinary level in GCE 
exam. 


O? /au/ interjection 1 = on. 2 used before name in 
exclamation. 


oaf noun (plural -s) awkward lout. o oafish 
adjective. oafishly adverb. oafishness noun. 


oak noun 1 acorn-bearing hardwood tree with 

lobed leaves. 2 its wood. Ooak-apple, -gall 
abnormal growth produced on oak trees by 
insects. 


oakum /‘sukem/ noun loose fibre got by picking 
old rope to pieces. 


OAP abbreviation old-age pensioner. 


Oar /2:/ noun 1 pole with blade used to propel 
boat by leverage against water. 2 rower. o put 
(or stick) one’s oar in interrupt; meddle (in). 


oarsman /'3:zmən/ noun (feminine oars- 
woman) rower. 0 oarsmanship noun. 


oasis /oav'eisis/ noun (plural oases |-si:z/) 1 
fertile spot in desert. 2 pleasant or. calm place or 
period in midst of trouble. 

u 1 spring, watering hole, well. 2 asylum, haven, 

refuge, resort, retreat, safe harbour, sanctuary. 


oast noun hop-drying kiln. o oast house build- 
ing containing this. 


oat noun 1 cereal plant grown as food. 2 (in 
plural) grain of this. 3 tall grass resembling this. 
o oatcake thin oatmeal biscuit. oatmeal 1 meal 
ground from oats. 2 greyish-fawn colour. sow 
one’s wild oats indulge in youthful follies before 
becoming steady. o oaten adjective. 


oath /av6/ noun (plural -s /avdz/) 1 solemn 
declaration naming God etc. as witness. 2 curse. 
don, under oath having sworn solemn oath. 

1 assurance, formal avowal, guarantee, pledge, 

promise, undertaking, vow, word of honour. 2 

blasphemy, curse, exclamation, expletive, 

four-letter word, formal imprecation, malediction, 

obscenity, profanity, swear word. 


ob. abbreviation died (obiit). 


obbligato /vbir'ga:tav/ noun (plural -s) Music 
accompaniment forming integral part of a com- 
position. 


obdurate /‘pbdjurat/ adjective 1 stubborn. 2 
hardened. o obduracy noun. 


OBE abbreviation Officer of the Order of the 
British Empire. 


obedient /au'bi:drant/ adjective 1 obeying or 
ready to obey. 2 submissive to another’s will. 
o obedience noun. obediently adverb. 


m acquiescent, amenable, biddable, compliant, 
conformable, deferential, disciplined, docile, 
dutiful, law-abiding, manageable, Submissive, 
subservient, tamed, tractable, well behaved, well 
trained. 


obeisance /osu'beis(a)ns/ noun 41 gesture 
expressing submission, respect, etc. 2 homage, 
o obeisant adjective. 


obelisk /‘vbalisk/ noun tapering usually 4-sided 
stone pillar. 


obelus /'vbələs/ noun (plural obeli /-lat/) 
dagger-shaped mark of reference (+). 


obese /ou'bi:s/ adjective very fat. o obesity 
noun. 


m corpulent, fat, gross, overweight, podgy, portly, 
rotund. 


obey /au'bei/ verb 1 carry out command of: carry 
out (command). 2 do what one is told to do. 

u 1 abide by, accept, acquiesce in, actin 
accordance with, adhere to, agree to, be ruled by, 
bow to, carry out, comply with, conform to, defer 
to, execute, follow, fulfil, give in to, heed, honour, 
implement, keep to, mind, observe, perform, 
submit to, take orders from. 2 comply, conform, 
give in, knuckle under, submit, take orders, toe the 
line. 


obfuscate /‘vbfaskert/ verb (-ting) 1 obscure, 
confuse. 2 bewilder. o obfuscation noun. 


obituary /a'bitjuari/ noun (plural -ies) 1 notice 
of death(s). 2 brief biography of deceased person. 
© adjective of or serving as obituary. 


object noun /'obdzıkt/ 1 material thing. 2 
person or thing to which action or feeling is dir- 
ected. 3 thing sought or aimed at. 4 word or 
phrase representing person or thing affected by 
action of verb (see panel). @ verb /ab'd3ekt/ (often 
+ to, against) express opposition, disapproval, or 
reluctance; protest. o no object not an import: 
ant factor. o objector noun. 

a noun 1 article, body, entity, item, thing. 2 butt, 

destination, focus, target. 3 aim, end, goal, intent, 

intention, objective, point, purpose, reason, target. 
© verb argue, be opposed, carp, cavil, complain, 
demur, disapprove, dispute, dissent, expostulate, 
colloquial grouse, grumble, mind, colloquial 
moan, oppose, protest, quibble, raise questions, 
remonstrate, take a stand, take exception. 


objectify /ob'dsektrfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 
present as an object. 2 embody. 
objection /ab'dseks(e)n/ noun 1 expression of 


disapproval or opposition. 2 objecting. 3 adverse 
reason or statement. z 
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n argument, cavil, challenge, complaint, demur, 
demurral, disapproval, exception, opposition, 
outcry, protest, query, question, quibble, refusal, 
remonstration. 


objectionable adjective 1 unpleasant, offen- 
sive. 2 open to objection. o objectionably ad- 
b. 
af abhorrent, detestable, disagreeable, 
disgusting, dislikable, displeasing, distasteful, 
foul, hateful, insufferable, intolerable, loathsome, 
nasty, nauseating, literary noisome, obnoxious, 
odious, offensive, off-putting, repellent, 
repugnant, repulsive, revolting, sickening, 
unacceptable, undesirable, unpleasant, 
unwanted. 2 contentious, controversial, 
exceptionable, questionable. 


objective /ab'd3ektiv/ adjective 1 external to 
the mind; actually existing. 2 dealing with 
outward things uncoloured by opinions or feel- 
ings. 3 Grammar (of case or word) in form appro- 
priate to object. © noun 1 object or purpose. 2 
Grammar objective case. 0 objectively adverb. 
objectivity /obd3gek'trvitt/ noun. 
a adjective 1 actual, empirical, existing, 
observable, real. 2 detached, disinterested, 
dispassionate, factual, impartial, impersonal, 
neutral, open-minded, outward-looking, rational, 
scientific, unbiased, uncoloured, unemotional, 
unprejudiced. © noun 1 aim, ambition, aspiration, 
design, destination, end, goal, hope, intent, 
intention, object, point, purpose, target. 


objet d'art /ob3er 'da:/ noun (plural objets 
d'art same pronunciation) small decorative 
object. [French] 

oblate /‘nblert/ adjective (of spheroid) flattened 
at poles. ` 

oblation /av'blerf(a)n/ noun thing offered to a 
divine being. 

obligate /'obligert/ verb (-ting) bind (person) 
legally or morally. 


objectionable | oblivion 


obligation /oblr'gerf(2)n/ noun 1 compelling 
power of law, duty, etc. 2 duty. 3 binding agree- 
ment. 4 indebtedness for service or benefit. 
01,2 compulsion, constraint, duty, liability, need, 
onus, requirement, responsibility. 3 agreement, 
commitment, contract, pledge, promise. 


obligatory /ə'blıgətərı/ adjective binding, com- 
pulsory. o obligatorily adverb. 

a binding, compulsory, essential, mandatory, 

necessary, required, requisite, unavoidable. 


oblige [a'blards/ verb (-ging) 1 compel, require. 
2 be binding on. 3 do (person) small favour. 4 (as 
obliged adjective) grateful. 

u 1, 2bind, coerce, compel, constrain, force, 

make, require. 3 accommodate, gratify, indulge, 

please. 4 (obliged) see GRATEFUL. 


obliging adjective helpful, accommodating. 
o obligingly adverb. 


@ See HELPFUL, POLITE 1. 


oblique /ə'bli:k/ adjective 1 slanting; atan angle. 
2 not going straight to the point; indirect. 3 
Grammar (of case) other than nominative or 
vocative. @noun oblique stroke. o obliquely 
adverb. obliqueness noun. obliquity /ə'blıkwıtr/ 
noun. 
u adjective 14 angled, askew, aslant, canted, 
declining, diagonal, inclined, leaning, listing, 
raked, rising, skewed, slanted, slanting, slantwise, 
sloping, tilted. 2 backhanded, circuitous, 
circumlocutory, devious, evasive, implicit, implied, 
indirect, roundabout. 


obliterate /ə'blıtərert/ verb (-ting) 1 blot out. 2 
leave no clear trace of. o obliteration noun. 

u blot out, cancel, cover over, delete, destroy, 

efface, eliminate, eradicate, erase, expunge, 

extirpate, rub out, wipe out. 


oblivion /a'blivien/ noun 1 state of being forgot- 
ten. 2stateofhaving forgotten or being unaware. 


Object 
There are two types of object: 


1 A direct object refers to a person or thing directly affected by the verb and can usually be 
identified by asking the question ‘whom or what?’ after the verb, e.g. 


The electors chose Mr Smith.’ 
Charles wrote a letter. 


2 An indirect object usually refers to a person or thing receiving something from the subject of 


the verb, e.g. 
He gave me the pen. 


(me is the indirect object, and the pen is the direct object.) 


Tsent my bank a letter. 


(my bank is the indirect object, and a letter is the direct object.) 
Sentences containing an indirect object usually contain a direct object as well, but not always, 
e.g. 


Pay me. 


‘Object’ on its own usually means a direct object. 


ee 
Otc ere cnccccccccccccccccccccescccccccccccccescaccccccsecsesseseceesessesenseeesees 


B 


oblivious | obsess 


m 1 anonymity, darkness, disregard, extinction, 
limbo, neglect, obscurity. 2 amnesia, coma, 
forgetfulness, ignorance, insensibility, ; 
obliviousness, unawareness, unconsciousness. 


oblivious /a'blivias/ adjective unaware or 
unconscious. O obliviously adverb. oblivious- 
ness noun. 

| a forgetful, heedless, ignorant, insensible, 
insensitive, unacquainted, unaware, 
unconscious, unfeeling, uninformed, unmindful, 
unresponsive. 


oblong /‘vblon/ adjective rectangular with adja- 
cent sides unequal. @noun oblong figure or 
object. 


obloquy /‘oblakw1/ noun abuse; being ill spoken 
of. 


obnoxious /əb'nokfəs/ adjective offensive, 
objectionable. ac obnoxiously adverb. obnox- 
jousness noun. 


oboe /‘aubau/ noun double-reeded woodwind 
instrument. o oboist noun. 
obscene /ab'si:n/ adjective 1 offensively in- 
decent. 2 colloquial highly offensive. 3 Law 
(of publication) tending to deprave and cor- 
rupt. o obscenely adverb. 
u 1 bawdy, blue, coarse, corrupting, crude, 
debauched, degenerate, depraved, dirty, 
disgusting, distasteful, filthy, foul, foul-mouthed, 
gross, immodest, immoral, improper, impure, 
indecent, indecorous, indelicate, colloquial kinky, 
lecherous, lewd, US off colour, offensive, 
perverted, pornographic, prurient, ribald, risqué, 
colloquial rude, salacious, scatological, 
scurrilous, sexy, shameful, shameless, shocking, 
colloquial sick, smutty, suggestive, unchaste, vile, 
vulgar. 2 colloquial abominable, distasteful, 
loathsome, nasty, objectionable, offensive, 
outrageous, repugnant, repulsive, shocking. 


obscenity /ab'sentti/ noun (plural-ies) 1 being 
obscene. 2 obscene word, action, etc. 
1 blasphemy, coarseness, dirt, dirtiness, evil, 
filth, foulness, grossness, immorality, impropriety, 
indecency, lewdness, licentiousness, 
offensiveness, outrage, perversion, pornography, 
profanity, scurrility, vileness. 2 see SWEAR WORD 
(SWEAR). 


obscure /ab'skjua/ adjective 1 not clearly 

expressed or easily understood. 2 unexplained. 
3 dark, indistinct. 4 hidden. 5 undistinguished. 
@ verb (-ring) make obscure or invisible. o ob- 
scurity noun. 

u adjective 1, 2 arcane, baffling, complex, cryptic, 
enigmatic, esoteric, incomprehensible, 

mystifying, perplexing, puzzling, recondite, 
strange, unclear. 3 blurred, clouded, dark, dim, 
faint, foggy, hazy, indefinite, indistinct, misty, 
murky, nebulous, shadowy, shady, unclear, unlit, 
unrecognizable, vague. 4 concealed, covered, 
hidden, inconspicuous, masked, secret, 
shrouded, veiled. 5 forgotten, minor, 
undistinguished, unfamiliar, unheard of, 
unimportant, unknown, unnoticed. verb block out, 
blur, cloak, cloud, conceal, cover, darken, 
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disguise, eclipse, envelop, hide, mask, obfuscate 
overshadow, screen, shade, shroud, veil, : 


obsequies /‘vbstkwiz/ plural noun funeral. 


obsequious /ab'si:kwies/ adjective fawning, 
servile. dobsequiously adverb. obsequious. 
ness noun. 

m abject, colloquial crawling, cringing, deferential 

fawning, flattering, fulsome, greasy, grovelling, , 

ingratiating, insincere, mealy-mouthed, menial, 

oily, servile, colloquial smarmy, submissive, 

subservient, sycophantic, unctuous. 


observance /əb'z3:v(ə)ns/ noun 1 keeping or 
performance of law, duty, etc. 2 rite; ceremonial 
act. 


observant adjective good at observing. 
o observantly adverb. 

u alert, astute, attentive, aware, careful, 

eagle-eyed, heedful, mindful, on the lookout, on 

the qui vive, perceptive, percipient, quick, 

sharp-eyed, shrewd, vigilant, watchful. 


observation /pbze'verf(a)n/ noun 1 observing, 
being observed. 2 power of perception. 3 
comment, remark. o observational adjective. 

m 1 attention, examination, inspection, 

monitoring, scrutiny, study, surveillance, viewing, 

watching. 3 comment, note, opinion, reaction, 

reflection, remark, response, sentiment, 

statement, thought, utterance. 


observatory /ab'zs:vatari/ noun (plural -ies) 
building for astronomical or other observation. 


observe /ab'z3:v/ verb (-ving) 1 perceive; 
become aware of. 2 watch. 3 keep (rules etc.). 4 
celebrate (rite, anniversary, etc.). 5 remark. 6 
take note of scientifically. 0 observable adjec- 
tive. 
m 1 detect, discern, note, notice, perceive, see, 
colloquial spot, spy, witness. 2 consider, 
contemplate, examine, keep an eye on, look at, 
monitor, regard, scrutinize, see, spy on, stare at, 
study, view, watch, witness. 3 abide by, adhere to, 
comply with, conform to, follow, heed, honour, 
keep, obey, pay attention to, respect. 4 celebrate, 
commemorate, keep, mark, recognize, remember. 
5 literary animadvert (on), comment, declare, 
explain, mention, reflect, remark, say, state. 


observer noun 1 person who observes. 2 inter- 
ested spectator. 3 person attending meeting to 
note proceedings but without participating. 

@ beholder, bystander, commentator, eyewitness, 

looker-on, onlooker, spectator, viewer, watcher, 

witness. 


obsess /ab'ses/ verb fill mind of (person) all the 

time; preoccupy. oobsession noun. obses- 

sional adjective. obsessive adjective. obses- 

sively adverb. obsessiveness noun. 
m bedevil, consume, control, dominate, grip; 
haunt, monopolize, colloquial plague, possess; 
Preoccupy, rule, take hold of. ū obsession 
addiction, bee in one's bonnet, conviction, fetish, 
fixation, slang hang-up, hobby horse, infatuation, 
mania, passion, phobia, preoccupation, 


SS 
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jal thing. obsessive addictive, compulsive, 
Sotto controlling, dominating, haunting, 
passionate. 


obsidian fab'stdien/ noun dark glassy rock 
formed from lava. 
obsolescent /obsa'‘les(e)nt/ adjective becom- 
ing obsolete. 0 obsolescence noun. 
a ageing, declining, dying out, fading, moribund, 

waning. 
obsolete /‘obsoli:t/ adjective no longer used; 
antiquated. i 5 , 

n anachronistic, antiquated, antique, archaic, 
dated, dead, discarded, disused, extinct, old, 
old-fashioned, colloquial old hat, outdated, 
outmoded, out of date, passé, primitive, 
superannuated, superseded, unfashionable. 


obstacle /'obstək(ə)l/ moun thing obstructing 
progress. 
a bar, barrier, block, blockage, catch, check, 
difficulty, hindrance, hurdle, impediment, 
obstruction, problem, restriction, snag, stumbling 
block. 


obstetrics /ab'stetriks/ plural noun (usually 

treated as singular) branch of medicine or 
surgery dealing with childbirth. o obstetric 
adjective. obstetrician /obsta'tr1f(e)n/ moun. 


obstinate /'obstmət/ adjective stubborn, 
intractable. o obstinacy noun. obstinately 
adverb. 
adamant, colloquial bloody-minded, defiant, 
determined, dogged, firm, headstrong, 
immovable, inflexible, intractable, intransigent, 
mulish, obdurate, persistent, pertinacious, 
perverse, pig-headed, refractory, resolute, rigid, 
self-willed, single-minded, stiff-necked, 
stubborn, tenacious, uncooperative, 
unreasonable, unyielding, wilful, wrong-headed. 


obstreperous /əb'strepərəs/ adjective noisy, 
unruly. Gobstreperously adverb. obstreper- 
ousness moun. 

u boisterous, disorderly, irrepressible, naughty, 

noisy, rough, rowdy, colloquial stroppy, turbulent, 

uncontrollable, undisciplined, unmanageable, 

unruly, vociferous, wild. 


obstruct /ab'strakt/ verb 1 block up. 2 make 
ard or impossible to pass along or through. 3 
retard or prevent progress of. 

x T 2 block (up), choke, clog (up), jam, plug (up), 
pce uae, stop (up). 3 arrest, bar, block, bring to a 
n a still, check, curb, delay, deter, frustrate, halt, 
cn per, hinder, hold up, impede, inhibit, interfere 
te r pterrupt, prevent, restrict, retard, slow down, 

ndin the way of, stonewall, stop, stymie, thwart. 


cbt uction Jab'strakf(e)n/ noun 1 
obstruct being obstructed. 2 thing that 
another player, port unlawfully obstructing 
Obstructive adjecti 

a 
Cause indo eae causing or meant to 
obtain lab’ 


tem/ verb 1 acquire, get; have granted 


D 


obsidian | occasional 


to one. 2 be prev. 

aie eigen a alent or established. a obtain- 
m 1 acquire, attain, be given, buy, capture, cı 

by, come into possession of, cae aici, enlist 
(help), extort, extract, find, gain, get, get hold of, lay 
one's hands on, pick up, procure, purchase, 
receive, secure, seize, take possession of, win. 2 
apply, bein force, be in use, be relevant, be valid, 
exist, prevail, stand. 


obtrude /əb'tru:d/ verb (-ding) (often + on, upon’ 
thrust (oneself etc.) importunately relay 
o obtrusion noun. 

obtrusive /əb'tru:sıv/ adjective 1 unpleasantly 
noticeable. 2 obtruding oneself. Uobtrusively 
adverb. obtrusiveness noun. 

1 blatant, conspicuous, inescapable, intrusive, 

noticeable, obvious, out of place, prominent, 

unwanted, unwelcome. 2 forward, importunate, 

interfering, intrusive, meddling, meddlesome. 


obtuse /ab'tju:s/ adjective 1 dull-witted. 2 (of 
angle) between 90° and 180° 3 blunt; not sharp or 
pointed. o obtuseness noun. 


m 1 dense, dull, slow, slow-witted, stupid, 
unperceptive. 


obverse /‘pbv3:s/ noun 1 counterpart; opposite. 
2 side of coin or medal that bears head or prin- 
cipal design. 3 front or top side. 

obviate /‘vbviert/ verb (-ting) get round or do 
away with (need, inconvenience, etc.). 


m avert, forestall, preclude, prevent, remove, take 
away. 


obvious /‘nbvies/ adjective easily seen, recog- 
nized, or understood. o obviously adverb. obvi- 
ousness noun. 
m apparent, bald, blatant, clear, clear-cut, 
conspicuous, distinct, evident, colloquial 
eye-catching, flagrant, glaring, gross, 
inescapable, intrusive, manifest, notable, 
noticeable, obtrusive, open, overt, palpable, 
patent, perceptible, plain, prominent, 
pronounced, recognizable, self-evident, 
self-explanatory, straightforward, transparent, 
unconcealed, undisguised, undisputed, 
unmistakable, visible. 


OC abbreviation Officer Commanding. 

ocarina /vkə'ri:nə/ noun egg-shaped musical 
wind instrument. 

occasion /ə'kerz(ə)n/ moun 1 special event or 
happening. 2 time of this. 3 reason, need. 4 suit- 
able juncture; opportunity. @ verb cause, esp. 
incidentally. 

w noun 1 colloquial affair, celebration, ceremony, 

event, function, colloquial get-together, 

happening, incident, occurrence. 3 call, cause, 

excuse, grounds, justification, need, reason. 4 

chance, circumstance, moment, occurrence, 

opportunity, time. 


sional adjective 1 happening irregularly 
area 2 made or meant for special 
occasion(s). 3 acting on special occasion. 
occasional table small table for use as 
required. 0 occasionally adverb. 


Occident | oculist 


| m 1 casual, desultory, fitful, infrequent, 
intermittent, irregular, odd, periodic, random, rare, 
| scattered, spasmodic, sporadic, uncommon, 


| unpredictable. 


Occident /‘vksid(a)nt/ noun (the Occident) 
West, esp. Europe and America as distinct from 
the Orient. o occidental /-'den-/ adjective. 


occiput /'okspat/ noun back of head. o oc- 
cipital /-'sıprt-/ adjective. 

occlude /ə'klu:d/ verb (-ding) 1 stop up; 
obstruct. 2 Chemistry absorb (gases). 3 (as 
occluded adjective) Meteorology (of frontal 
system) formed when cold front overtakes warm 
front, raising warm air. o occlusion noun. 


occult /v'kalt, 'okalt/ adjective 1 involving the 
supernatural; mystical. 2 esoteric. o the occult 
occult phenomena generally. o occultism noun. 
occultist noun. 


| m 1 see SUPERNATURAL. O the occult the black art, 
black magic, diabolism, occultism, sorcery, the 
supernatural, witchcraft. 


occupant /'pkjupent/ noun person occupying 
dwelling, office, or position. o occupancy noun 
(plural -ies). 

m denizen, householder, incumbent, inhabitant, 

lessee, lodger, occupier, owner, resident, tenant. 


occupation /pkju'pers(e)n/ noun 1 profession 
or employment. 2 pastime. 3 occupying or being 
occupied. 4 taking or holding military posses- 
sion (of another country etc.). 5 placing oneself 
in building etc. without authority as protest etc. 
u 1 appointment, business, calling, career, 
employment, job, line, métier, position, post, 
profession, formal situation, trade, vocation, work. 
2 activity, diversion, entertainment, hobby, 
interest, pastime, pursuit, recreation. 3 
incumbency, occupancy, possession, tenancy, 
tenure, use. 4 annexation, appropriation, 
colonization, conquest, invasion, oppression, 
seizure, subjection, subjugation, takeover, 
usurpation. 5 sit-in. 


occupational adjective of or connected with 
one’s occupation. o occupational disease, 
hazard one to which a particular occupation 
renders someone especially liable. occupational 
therapy programme of mental or physical activ- 
ity to assist recovery from disease or injury. 


occupier /‘okjupaia/ noun person living in 
house etc. as owner or tenant. 


occupy /'okjupar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 live in; be 
tenant of. 2 take up, fill (space, time, or place). 3 
take military possession of. 4 place oneself in 
(building etc.) without authority as protest etc. 5 
hold (office). 6 keep busy. 
a 1 dwell in, inhabit, live in, reside in, take up 
residence in. 2 fill, take up, use, utilize. 3 annex, 
capture, conquer, garrison, invade, overrun, 
possess, subjugate, take over, take possession of. 
4sitin. 6 absorb, busy, divert, engage, engross, 
involve, preoccupy. 


occur /ə'k3:/ verb (-rr-) 1 take place, happen. 2 
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be met with or found in some place or conditions 
3 (+ to) come into one’s mind. s 


n 1 arise, poetical befall, chance, come about, 
come to pass, crop up, develop, happen, 
materialize, take place, disputed transpire, turn 
out, turn up. 2 appear, be found, crop up, exist, 
manifest itself, colloquial show up, turn up. 


occurrence /ə'karans/ noun happening, inci- 
dent. 

m colloquial affair, case, circumstance, 

development, event, happening, incident, 

instance, manifestation, matter, occasion, 

phenomenon, proceeding. 


ocean /‘avJ(2)n/ noun 1 large expanse of sea, 
esp. one of the 5 named divisions of this, e.g, 
Atlantic Ocean. 2 (often in plural) colloquial 
immense expanse or quantity. o oceanic 
/avsreenik/ adjective. 

oceanography /əvfə'nogrəfı/ noun study of 
the oceans. o oceanographer noun. 

ocelot /‘nsilot/ noun S. American leopard-like 
cat. 

ochre /'auka/ noun (US ocher) 1 earth used 
as pigment. 2 pale brownish-yellow colour. 
o ochreous /‘aukries/ adjective. 

o'clock /ə'klok/ adverb of the clock (used to 
specify hour). 

Oct. abbreviation October. 

octa- combining form (also oct- before vowel) 
eight. 

octagon /‘nktagen/ noun plane figure with 8 
sides and angles. o octagonal /-'teeg-/ adjective. 

octahedron /oktahi:dran/ noun (plural -s) 
solid figure contained by 8 (esp. triangular) plane 
faces. o octahedral adjective. 

octane /‘nktem/ noun colourless inflammable 
hydrocarbon occurring in petrol. o high-octane 
(of fuel used in internal-combustion engines) not 
detonating rapidly during power stroke. octane 
number, rating figure indicating antiknock 
properties of fuel. 

octave /'pktrv/ noun 1 Music interval of 8 dia- 
tonic degrees between two notes. 2 Music 8 notes 
occupying this interval. 3 Music each of two 
notes at this interval’s extremes. 4 8-line stanza. 
octavo /pk'tervau/ noun (plural -s) size of book 
or page with sheets folded into 8 leaves. 

octet /pk'tet/ noun 1 musical composition for 8 
performers, 2 the performers. 3 any group of 8. 
ostor combining form (also oct- before vowel) 
eight. 


October /vk'tauba/ noun tenth month of year. 


octogenarian /okteudsr'nearran/ noun person 
from 80 to 89 years old. 

octopus /‘pktepes/ noun (plural -puses) 
mollusc with 8 suckered tentacles. z 

ocular /'pkjule/ adjective of, for, or by the eyes: 
visual. 


oculist /‘okjulist/ noun specialist in treatment 
of eyes. 
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OD /av'di:/ slang noun drug overdose. © verb 
(OD's, OD'd, Qd’ing) take overdose. 


odd adjective 1 extraordinary, strange. 2 (of job 
etc.) occasional, casual. 3 not normally consid- 
ered; unconnected. 4 (of numbers) not divisible 
by 2. 5 left over; detached from set etc. 6 (added 
to weight, sum, etc.) rather more than. o oddball 
colloquial eccentric person. O oddly adverb. 
oddness noun. 
a 1 abnormal, anomalous, atypical, bizarre, 
cranky, curious, deviant, different, eccentric, 
exceptional, extraordinary, freak, funny, 
idiosyncratic, incongruous; inexplicable, colloquial 
kinky, outlandish, out of the ordinary, peculiar, 
puzzling, queer, rare, singular, strange, 
uncharacteristic, uncommon, unconventional, 
unexpected, unusual, colloquial weird. 2 casual, 
irregular, miscellaneous, occasional, part-time, 
random, sporadic, sundry, varied, various. 5 extra, 
left over, remaining, single, spare, superfluous, 
surplus, unmatched, unused. 


oddity /‘oditt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 strange 
person, thing, or occurrence. 2 peculiar trait. 3 
strangeness. 


oddment noun odd article; something left over. 


u (oddments) bits, bits and pieces, fragments, 
junk, leftovers, litter, odds and ends, offcuts, 
remnants, scraps, shreds. 


odds plural noun 1 ratio between amounts 
staked by parties to a bet. 2 chances in favour 
of or against result. 3 balance of advantage. 4 
difference giving an advantage. u at odds (often 
+ with) in conflict. odds and ends remnants; 
stray articles; odds-on state when success is 
more likely than failure. over the odds above 
general price etc. 


ode noun lyric poem of exalted style and tone. 


odious /‘sudies/ adjective hateful, repulsive. 
u odiously adverb. odiousness noun. 
m abhorrent, abominable, detestable, execrable, 
hateful, loathsome, offensive, repugnant, 
repulsive, 


oum [l'audiəm/ noun general dislike or disap- 
val. 


odor US = opour. 


odoriferous /euda'riferes/ adjective diffusing 
(usually pleasant) odours. 


Odour /'3udə/ noun (US odor) 1 smell or fra- 
stance. 2 favour or repute. o odorous adjective. 
odourless adjective. 

m 1 aroma, bouquet, fragrance, nose, redolence, 

Scent, smell, stench, stink. o odorous aromatic, 

fragrant, odoriferous, perfumed, redolent, 


Scented, smelly. odourless deodorized, 
Unscented. 


Odyssey /: ? 
a Tour’, bs dist/ noun ( plural-s) long adventur- 


OED abbreviation Oxford English Dictionary. 


oedema /r'di:mə/ noun (US edema)excess fluid 
In body cavities or tissues. 


OD | offend 


Oedipus complex ['i:dipes/ noun attraction 
of child to parent of opposite sex (esp. son to 
mother). o Oedipal adjective. 


oesophagus /i:'sofəgəs/ noun (US esophagus) 
(plural-gi |-dzar/ or-guses) passage from mouth 
to stomach; gullet. 


oestrogen /‘i:strad3(a)n/ noun (US estrogen) 1 
sex hormone developing and maintaining female 
physical characteristics. 2 this produced artifi- 
cially for medical use. 


oeuvre /'s:vr/ noun works of creative artist con- 
sidered collectively. [French] 


of lovi preposition 4 belonging to; from. 2 con- 
cerning. 3 out of. 4 among. 5 relating to. 6 US (of 
time in relation to following hour) to. o be of 
possess give rise to. of late recently. of old for- 
merly. 


off adverb 1 away; at or to distance. 2 out of pos- 
ition; loose, separate, gone. 3 so as to be rid of. 4 
discontinued, stopped. 5 not available on menu. 
© preposition 1 from. 2 not on. ©@adjective 1 
further; far. 2 right-hand. 3 colloquial annoying; 
not acceptable. 4 colloquial unwell. 5 colloquial 
(of food etc.) no longer fresh; bad. 6 Cricket of, in, 
or into half of field which batsman faces. @ noun 
1 start of race. 2 Cricket the off side. o off and on 
now and then. offbeat 1 unconventional. 2 Music 
not coinciding with beat. off-centre not quite 
coinciding with central position. off chance 
remote possibility. off colour 1 unwell. 2 US 
rather indecent. off-licence shop selling alco- 
holic drink for consumption away from pre- 
mises. off-line Computing © adjectivenot on-line. 
@adverb with delay between data production 
and its processing. off-peak (of electricity, 
traffic, etc.) used or for use at times of lesser 
demand. offprint reprint of part of publication. 
off-putting 1 disconcerting. 2 repellent. offshoot 
1 side-shoot or branch. 2 derivative. offside (of 
player in field game) in position where he or she 
may not play the ball. off the wall slang crazy, 
absurd. off white white with grey or yellowish 
tinge. 


a a offshoot 1 branch. 2 by-product, derivative, 
| development, spin-off. 


offal /'vf(ə)l/ noun 1 edible organs of animal, esp. 
heart, liver, etc. 2 refuse; scraps. 


offcut /‘ofkat/ noun remnant of timber, paper, 
etc. after cutting. 


offence /ə'fens/ noun (US offense) 1 illegal 
act. 2 transgression. 3 upsetting of person’s 
feelings, insult; resentment. 4 aggressive 
action. o give offence offend. take offence be 
offended. 
n 1, 2 breach, crime, fault, felony, infringement, 
lapse, malefaction, misdeed, misdemeanour, 
outrage, peccadillo, sin, transgression, archaic 
trespass, violation, wrong, wrongdoing. 3 anger, 
annoyance, disgust, displeasure, hard feelings, 
indignation, irritation, pique, resentment, 
umbrage, upset. 


offend /a'fend/ verb 1 cause offence to; upset. 2 


offense | often 


displease, anger. 3 (often + against) do wrong. 
u offender noun. offending adjective. 

a 1, 2 affront, anger, annoy, chagrin, disgust, 
displease, embarrass, give offence, hurt 
(person's) feelings, insult, irritate, colloquial miff, 
outrage, pain, provoke, revolt, colloquial rile, 
sicken, slight, snub, upset, vex. 3 do wrong, 
transgress, violate. 0 offender criminal, culprit, 
delinquent, evildoer, guilty party, lawbreaker, 
malefactor, miscreant, outlaw, sinner, 
transgressor, wrongdoer. 


offense US = OFFENCE. 


offensive /a'fenstv/ adjective 1 causing offence; 
insulting. 2 disgusting. 3 aggressive. 4 (of 
weapon) for attacking. © moun aggressive atti- 
tude, action, or campaign. o offensively adverb. 
offensiveness noun. 
m adjective 1 abusive, coarse, disrespectful, 
embarrassing, impolite, improper, indecent, 
insulting, obscene, colloquial rude, vulgar. 2 
annoying, antisocial, detestable, disagreeable, 
disgusting, displeasing, foul, loathsome, nasty, 
nauseating, nauseous, noxious, objectionable, 
obnoxious, off-putting, repugnant, repulsive, 
revolting, sickening, unpleasant, unsavoury, vile. 
3 aggressive, antagonistic, attacking, belligerent, 
hostile, threatening, warlike. © noun see ATTACK 
noun 1. 


offer /‘pfa/ verb 1 present for acceptance, refusal, 
or consideration. 2 (+ fo do) express readiness; 
show intention to. 3 attempt. 4 (often + up) 
present by way of sacrifice. © noun 1 expression 
ofreadiness to do or give if desired, or buy or sell. 
2 amount offered. 3 proposal, esp. of marriage. 4 
bid. o on offer for sale at certain (esp. reduced) 
price. 

m verb 1 bid, extend, hold out, make available, 

proffer, put forward, put up, suggest, tender. 2 

come forward, propose, show oneself willing, 

volunteer. © noun bid, proposal, proposition, 

suggestion, tender. 


offering noun contribution, gift; thing offered. 
m contribution, donation, gift, oblation, offertory, 
present, sacrifice. 


offertory /'ofətərı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 offering 
of bread and wine at Eucharist. 2 collection of 
money at religious service. 


offhand adjective 1 without preparation. 2 
casual, curt. o offhanded adjective. 
@ 1 see IMPROMPTU. 2 abrupt, aloof, careless, 
casual, cavalier, cool, curt, offhanded, 
perfunctory, unceremonious, uncooperative, 
uninterested. 


office /'ofis/ noun 1 room or building where 
administrative or clerical work is done. 2 place 
for transacting business. 3 department or local 
branch, esp. for specified purpose. 4 position 
with duties attached to it. 5 tenure of official pos- 
ition. 6 duty, task, function. 7 (usually in plural) 
piece of kindness; service. 8 authorized form of 
yorship: o office worker employee in business 
ice. 


a 
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m 1 bureau, study, workplace, workroom. 4, 6 
appointment, assignment, commission, duty, 
function, job, occupation, place, position, post 
responsibility, role, formal situation, task, work. 


officer /‘pfisa/ noun 4 person holdin; i 
authority or trust, esp. one with e S 
armed forces. 2 policeman or policewoman. 3 
president, treasurer, etc. of society etc. 

u 1 functionary, office-holder, official. 2 constable 

PC, policeman, police officer, policewoman, WPC. 


official /a'fiS(a)l/ adjective 1 of office or its 
tenure. 2 characteristic of people in office. 3 
properly authorized. @noun person holding 
office or engaged in official duties. o official 
secrets confidential information involving 
national security. o officialdom noun. officially 
adverb. 
u adjective 2 see FORMAL 1.3 accredited, 
approved, authentic, authoritative, authorized, 
bona fide, certified, formal, lawful, legal, legitimate, 
licensed, organized, proper, recognized, true, 
trustworthy, valid. © zoun administrator, agent, 
bureaucrat, dignitary, executive, functionary, 
mandarin, officer, organizer, representative. 


officialese /afise'li:z/ noun derogatory officials’ 
jargon. 

officiate /a'fifiert/ verb (-ting) 1 act in official 
capacity. 2 conduct religious service. 

1 adjudicate, be in charge, be responsible, have 

authority, preside, referee, umpire; (officiate at) 

chair, conduct, manage, run. 


officious /ə'fıfəs/ adjective 1 domineering. 2 
intrusive in correcting etc. o officiously adverb. 
officiousness noun. 

u colloquial bossy, bumptious, colloquial cocky, 

dictatorial, forward, impertinent, interfering, 

meddlesome, meddling, overzealous, colloquial 
pushy, self-appointed, self-important. 


offing /‘ofm/ noun o in the offing at hand; ready 
or likely to happen etc. 


offload /‘nflaud, ofleud/ verb 1 get rid of. 2 
unload (cargo etc.). 


offset noun 1 side-shoot of plant used for propa- 
gation. 2 compensation. 3 sloping ledge. © ver b 
(-setting; past and past participle -set) counter- 
balance, compensate. 


u verb balance, cancel out, compensate for, 
counteract, counterbalance, make amends for, 
make good, make up for, redress. 


5 aoa 
offspring noun (plural same) 1 person $ child, 
chiliren, or descendants. 2 animal’s young Or 
descendants. 
w babies, baby, colloquial brood, child, chitdron; 
descendant(s), family, heir(s), issue, colloquial 
kid(s), litter, progeny, seed, successor(s), Young: 


oft adverb archaic often. 


often /‘pf(a)n/ adverb (oftener,: oftenest) p 
quently; many times. 2 at short intervals. 
many instances. 
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u again and again, all the time, commonly, 
constantly, continually, frequently, generally, 
habitually, many times, regularly, repeatedly, time 
after time, time and again, usually. 


ogee /‘aud3i:/ noun S-shaped curve or moulding. 

ogive ['audzarv/ noun 1 pointed arch. 2 diagonal 
rib of vault. 

ogle /‘aug(e)l/ verb (ling) look lIecherously or 
flirtatiously (at). © noun flirtatious glance. 

ogre /‘auga/ noun (feminine ogress /-gris/) 
man-eating giant. O ogreish, ogrish /‘augor1S/ 
adjective. 

oh /au/ interjection (also O) expressing surprise, 
pain, etc. 

ohm /aum/ noun SI unit of electrical resistance. 

OHMS abbreviation On Her or His Majesty’s 
Service. 

oho /əv'həv/ interjection: expressing surprise or 
exultation. 3 

OHP abbreviation overhead projector. 


oil noun 1 viscous usually inflammable liquid 
insoluble in water. 2 petroleum. © verb 1 apply 
oil to; lubricate. 2 treat with oil. a oilcake com- 
pressed linseed etc. as cattle food or manure. oil- 
field district yielding mineral oil. oil paint paint 
made by mixing pigment with oil. oil painting 
use of or picture in oil paints. oil rig equipment 
for drilling an oil well. oilskin 1 cloth water- 
proofed with oil. 2 garment or (in plural) suit of 
it. oil slick patch of oil, esp. on sea. oil well well 
from which mineral oil is drawn. 


u verb 1 grease, lubricate. 


Oily adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of, like, covered or 
soaked with, oil. 2 (of manner) fawning. 


u 1 buttery, fat, fatty, greasy, oleaginous. 2 see 
OBSEQUIOUS. 


ointment [‘omtment/ noun smooth greasy 
healing or cosmetic preparation for skin. 
u balm, cream, embrocation, emollient, liniment, 
lotion, salve, unguent. 


OK /əu'ker/ (also okay) colloquial adjective & 
adverb all right. © noun (plural OKs) approval, 
Sanction. © verb (OK’s, OK'd, OK’ing) approve, 
Sanction. 


okapi ləv'ka:pı/ noun ( pluralsame or-s) African 
partially striped ruminant mammal. 
okay = OK. 


okra /‘sukra/ noun tall originally African plant 
with edible seed pods, Sr ae z 


old /auld/ adjective (-er, -est) 1 advanced in age; 
not young or near its beginning. 2 worn, dilapid- 
stoa, or shabby from age. 3 practised, inveterate. 
v dating from far back; long established. 5 
ee § no longer used; obsolete. 7 colloquial: 
a ed to indicate affection. a old age later part of 
Ormal lifetime. old-age pension state retire- 
ment pension: old-age pensioner person receiv- 
for this. Old Bill'slang the police. old boy 1 
rmer male pupil of school. 2 colloquial elderly 
man. old-fashioned in or according to fashion 


ogee | olive 


no longer current; antiquated. old girl 1 former 
female pupil of school. 2 colloquial elderly 
woman, Old Glory US Stars and Stripes. old 
guard original, past, or conservative members 
of group. old hand experienced or practised 
person. old hat colloquial hackneyed. old maid 
1 derogatory elderly unmarried woman. 2 prim 
and fussy person. old-maidish adjective. oldman 
colloquial one’s father, husband, oremployer etc. 
old man’s beard wild clematis. old master 1 
great painter of former times. 2 painting by such 
painter. Old Testament part of Bible dealing 
with pre-Christian times. old wives’ tale unsci- 
entific belief. old woman colloquial 1 one’s wife 
or mother. 2 fussy or timid man. Old World 
Europe, Asia, and Africa. old-world of or associ- 
ated with old times. o oldish adjective. oldness 
noun. 

m 1 advanced in years, aged, doddery, elderly, 
derogatory geriatric, getting on, grey-haired, 
hoary, in one's dotage, long-lived, oldish, 
colloquial pastit, senile, senior; (old person) 
centenarian, fogey, nonagenarian, octogenarian, 
colloquial oldie, pensioner, senior, senior citizen, 
septuagenarian. 2 crumbling, decayed, decaying, 
decrepit, dilapidated, moth-eaten, ragged, ruined, 
colloquial scruffy, shabby, stale, threadbare, 
time-worn, worn, worn out. 3 experienced, expert, 
familiar, inveterate, mature, practised, skilled, 
veteran. 4 age-old, ancient, colloquial 
antediluvian, antiquated, antique, archaic, 
classical, early, enduring, established, historic, 
lasting, long-standing, medieval, old-fashioned, 
prehistoric, primeval, primitive, primordial, quaint, 
time-honoured, traditional, venerable, veteran, 
vintage, well established. 5 bygone, forgotten, 
former, (time) immemorial, archaic olden, past, 
previous, remote. 6 cancelled, disused, expired, 
extinct, invalid, obsolete, superannuated, 
superseded, used. o old age declining years, 
decrepitude, dotage, senility. old-fashioned 
anachronistic, antiquated, archaic, 
backward-looking, conventional, dated, colloquial 
fuddy-duddy, fusty, hackneyed, narrow-minded, 
obsolete, old, colloquial old hat, outdated, 
outmoded, out of date, passé, pedantic, prim, 
proper, prudish, reactionary, slang square, 
time-honoured, traditional, unfashionable. 


olden adjective archaic old; of old. 

oldie noun colloquial old person or thing. 

oleaginous /əvlrædzməs/ adjective like or pro- 
ducing oil; oily. 

oleander /əvlćændə/ noun evergreen flowering 
Mediterranean shrub. 

olfactory /ol'fæktərı/ adjective of the sense of 
smell. 

oligarch /‘oliga:k/ noun member of oligarchy. 

oligarchy /‘vliga:k1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 gov- 
ernment by small group of people. 2 members 
of such government. 3 state so governed. 
Doligarchic(al) /-'ga:k-/ adjective. 

olive /‘pliv/ noun 1 oval hard-stoned fruit 
yielding oil. 2 tree bearing this. 3 dull yellowish 
green. @ adjective 1 olive-green. 2 (of complex- 


Olympiad | onlooker 


ion) yellowish-brown. o olive branch gesture of 
peace or reconciliation. 

Olympiad /ə'lmpıæd/ noun 1 period of 4 years 
between Olympic Games. 2 celebration of 
modern Olympic Games. 

Olympian /ə'lımprən/ adjective 1 of Olympus. 2 
magnificent, condescending; aloof. 

Olympic /a'lumprk/ adjective of the Olympic 
Games. © plural noun (the Olympics) Olympic 
Games. o Olympic Games ancient Greek ath- 
letic festival held every 4 years, or modern inter- 
national revival of this. 


OM abbreviation Order of Merit. 

ombudsman /'ombudzmən/ noun official 
appointed to investigate complaints against 
public authorities. 

omega /‘aumiga/ noun 1 last letter of Greek 
alphabet (2, w). 2 last of series. 


omelette /‘pmlit/ noun beaten eggs fried and 
often folded over filling. 


omen /‘sumen/ noun 1 event supposedly 
warning of good or evil. 2 prophetic significance. 
n 1 augury, auspice, foreboding, forewarning, 
harbinger, indication, portent, premonition, 
presage, prognostication, sign, token, warning, 
writing on the wall. 


ominous /‘ommas/ adjective 1 threatening. 2 
inauspicious. 0 ominously adverb. 

u baleful, dire, fateful, forbidding, foreboding, 

grim, ill-omened, ill-starred, inauspicious, louring, 

menacing, portentous, prophetic, sinister, 

threatening, unfavourable, unlucky, unpromising, 

unpropitious, warning. 


omit /au'mit/ verb (-tt-) 1 leave out; not include. 
2 leave undone. 3 (+ to do) neglect to. o omission 
/av'm1J(2)n/ noun. 

m 1 dispense with, drop, except, exclude, ignore, 

leave out, miss out, overlook, pass over, skip. 2 

neglect, skip. 3 fail, forget, neglect. 0 omission 

exclusion, failure, gap, neglect, negligence, 

oversight, shortcoming. 


omni- combining form all. 


omnibus /‘omnibes/ noun 1 formal bus. 2 
volume containing several novels etc. previ- 
ously published separately. © adjective 1 serving 
severa purposes at once. 2 comprising several 
i . 


omnipotent /om‘nmat(e)nt/ adjective _all- 
powerful. o omnipotence noun. 


m all-powerful, almighty, invincible, supreme, 
unconquerable. 


omnipresent /omnr'prez(a)nt/ adjective 
present everywhere. o omnipresence noun. 
omniscient /om'nisient/ adjective knowing 
everything. o omniscience noun. 


omnivorous /om'niveras/ adjective 1 feeding 
on both plant and animal material. 2 jocular 
reading everything that comes one’s way. 
o omnivore /‘omnivo:/ noun. omnivorousness 
noun. 


a 
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on preposition 1 (so as to be) supported by, 
covering, attached to, etc. 2 (of time) exactly at: 
during. 3 close to. 4 in direction of. 5 at, near, 6 
concerning, about. 7 added to. @ adverb 1 (soasto 
be)on something. 2 in some direction; forward. 3 
in advance. 4 with movement. 5 in operation or 
activity. 6 colloquial willing to participate 
approve, bet, etc. 7 colloquial practicable, accept. 
able. 8 being shown or performed. © adjective 
Cricket of, in, or into half of field behind bats- 
man’s back. © noun Cricket the on side. a be on 
about colloquial discuss, esp. tiresomely. on and 
off intermittent(ly). on-line directly controlled 
by or connected to computer. onscreen when 
being filmed. on to to a position on. 


USAGE See note at ONTO. 


ONC abbreviation Ordinary National Certifi- 
cate. 


once /wans/ adverb 1 on one occasion only. 2 at 
some time in past. 3 ever or at all. © conjunction 
as soon as. © noun one time or occasion. oat 
once 1 immediately. 2 simultaneously. once- 
over colloquial rapid inspection. 

oncology /on'knlod31/ noun study of tumours. 


oncoming adjective approaching from the 
front. 


a advancing, approaching, facing, looming, 
nearing. 


OND abbreviation Ordinary National Diploma. 

one /wan/ adjective 1 single and integral in 
number. 2 only such. 3 without others. 4 ident- 
ical. 5 forming a unity. © noun 1 lowest cardinal 
numeral. 2 thing numbered with it. 3 unit; unity. 
4 single thing, person, or example. 5 colloquial 
drink. @pronoun any person. o one-armed 
bandit colloquial fruit machine with long 
handle. one-horse colloquial small, poorly 
equipped. one-man involving or operated by one 
person only. one-off made as the only one; not 
repeated. one-sided unfair, partial. one- 
sidedness noun. one-time former. one-way 
allowing movement etc. in one direction only. 

n u one-sided (one-sided game) ill-matched, 

unbalanced, unequal, uneven; (one-sided 

umpire) biased, bigoted, partial, partisan, 

prejudiced. 


oneness noun 1 singleness. 2 uniqueness. 3 
agreement. 4 sameness. 


onerous /‘auneras/ adjective burdensome. 
o onerousness noun. 


n burdensome, demanding, difficult, exacting, 
heavy, laborious, taxing. 
oneself pronoun: emphatic and reflexiveform of 
ONE. o be oneself act in one’s natural manner. 
ongoing adjective continuing; in progress. 
onion /‘anjen/ noun vegetable with edible bulb 
of pungent smell and flavour. 


onlooker noun spectator. o onlooking adjec- 
tive. 


n bystander, eyewitness, looker-on, observer, 
spectator, watcher, witness. 
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only /‘aunl1/ adverb solely, merely, exclusively. 
o adjective existing alone of its or their kind. 
o conjunction colloquial 1 except that. 2 but then. 
pif only 1 even if for no other reason than. 2 I 
wish that. 

n adverb barely, exclusively, just, merely, simply, 

solely. © adjective lone, one, single, sole, solitary, 

unique. 


o.n.o. abbreviation or near offer. 

onomatopoeia /onemeta'pi:a/ noun forma- 
tion of word from sound associated with thing 
named, e.g. whizz, cuckoo. 0 onomatopoeic 
adjective. 

onrush /‘onraS/ noun onward rush. 

onset noun 1 attack. 2 impetuous beginning. 

onslaught /‘onslo:t/ noun fierce attack. 

onto preposition = on To. 
USAGE Onto is much used but is still not as 
widely accepted as into. It is, however, useful in 
distinguishing between, e.g., We drove on to the 
beach (i.e. towards it) and we drove onto the beach 
(i.e. into contact with it). 


ontology /on'toled31/ noun branch of meta- 
physics concerned with the nature of being. 
a ontological /-ta'lnd3-/ adjective. ontologically 
|-ta'lod3-/ adverb. ontologist noun. 


onus /‘asunes/ noun (plural onuses) burden, 
duty, responsibility. 


onward /'onwad/ adverb (also onwards) 1 
advancing. 2 into the future. oadjective 1 
forward. 2 advancing. 


onyx /'oniks/ noun semiprecious variety ofagate 
with coloured layers. 


oodles /'u:d(ə)lz/ plural noun colloquial very 
great amount. 


Ooh /u:/ interjection: expressing surprised pleas- 
ure, pain, excitement, etc. 

oolite /‘avalait/ noun granular limestone. 
Doolitic /-'lrt-/ adjective. 

oomph /umf/ noun slang 1 energy, enthusiasm. 
2 attractiveness, esp. sex appeal. 


Ooze" verb (-zing) 1 trickle or leak slowly out. 2 

(ofsubstance) exude fluid. 3 (often + with) give off 

oF feeling) freely. @ noun sluggish flow. 0 oozy 
ective. 


m verb 1, 2 discharge, emit, exude, leak, secrete, 
Seep, weep. 3 (ooze with) exude, give off. 


ooze? noun wet mud. o oozy adjective. 
OP noun colloquial operation. 

OP- abbreviation opus. 

Opacity /əv'pæsrtı/ noun opaqueness. 


Spal I'avp(e)l/ noun semiprecious milk-white or 
luish stone with iridescent reflections. 


Opalescent /əupə'les(ə)nt/ adjective irides- 
Cent. a opalescence noun. 


pesine ['aupəlam/ adjective opal-like, opales- 


Opaque /av'peik/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 not trans- 


D 


only | open 


mitting light. 2 impenetrable to sight. 3unintelli- 
gible. 4 stupid. 0 opaquely adverb. opaqueness 
noun. 
a 1, 2 cloudy, dark, dim, dull, filmy, hazy, 
Impenetrable, muddy, murky, obscure, turbid, 
unclear. 


op. cit. abbreviation in the work already quoted 
(opere citato). . 


OPEC /‘aupek/ abbreviation Organization of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries. 


open /‘supan/ adjective 1 not closed, locked, or 
blocked up. 2 not covered or confined. 3 exposed. 
4 (ofgoal etc.) undefended. 5 undisguised, public. 
6 unfolded, spread out. 7 (of fabric) with gaps. 8 
frank. 9 open-minded. 10 (of question) unde- 
cided. 11 accessible to visitors or customers. 12 
(of meeting, competition, etc.) not restricted. 13 
(+ to) willing to receive. 14 (+ to) vulnerable to. 
© verb 1 make or become open or more open. 2 
(+ into etc.) give access to. 3 establish; set going: 
Start. 4 ceremonially declare open. @ noun 1 (the 
open) open air. 2 open competition etc. o open 
air outdoors. open-air adjective outdoor. open 
day day when public may visit place normally 
closed to them. open-ended with no limit or 
restriction. open-handed generous, open-heart 
surgery surgery with heart exposed and blood 
made to bypass it. open house hospitality for all 
visitors. open letter one addressed to individual 
and printed in newspaper etc. open-minded 
accessible to new ideas; unprejudiced. open- 
mindedness moun. open-plan 1 (of house, of 
fices, etc.) having large undivided rooms. 2 (of 
room, Office, etc.) undivided. open prison one 
with few physical restraints on prisoners. open 
question matter on which different views are 
legitimate. open sandwich one without bread on 
top. open sea expanse of sea away from land. 
u openness noun. 
a adjective 1 agape, ajar, gaping, unbolted, 
unfastened, unlocked, unsealed, unwrapped, 
wide, wide open, yawning. 2, 3 accessible, bare, 
broad, clear, empty, exposed, extensive, free, 
revealed, spacious, treeless, unconfined, 
uncovered, uncrowded, undefended, unenclosed, 
unfenced, unobstructed, unprotected, 
unrestricted, vacant. 5 apparent, barefaced, 
blatant, conspicuous, downright, evident, flagrant, 
obvious, outspoken, overt, plain, public, 
unconcealed, undisguised, visible. 6 extended, 
outstretched, spread out, unfolded. 8 artless, 
candid, communicative, frank, guileless, honest, 
innocent, sincere, straightforward, transparent, 
uninhibited. 9 broad-minded, flexible, generous, 
magnanimous, open-minded, receptive, 
responsive, unbiased, unprejudiced. 10 arguable, 
debatable, moot, problematical, unanswered, 
undecided, unresolved, unsettled. 11, 12 
accessible, free, public, unrestricted. @ verb 1 
unbar, unblock, unbolt, unclose, uncork, undo, 
unfasten, unfold, unfurl, unlatch, unlock, unroll, 
unseal, untie, unwrap. 3 activate, begin, formal 
commence, establish, get going, inaugurate, 
initiate, colloquial kick off, launch, set in motion, 
setup, start. 


opener | oppose 


opener noun device for opening tins or bottles 
etc. 

opening noun 1 gap, aperture. 2 opportunity. 3 
beginning, initial part. @ adjective initial, first. 

į = noun 1 aperture, breach, break, chink, cleft, 
crack, crevice, cut, door, doorway, fissure, gap, 
gash, gate, gateway, hatch, hole, leak, mouth, 
orifice, outlet, rent, rift, slit, slot, space, split, tear, 
vent. 2 break, chance, opportunity, way in. 3 
beginning, birth, formal commencement, dawn, 
inauguration, inception, initiation, launch, outset, 
start. © adjective first, inaugural, initial, 
introductory. 


openly adverb publicly, frankly. 

openwork /'sup(a)nwa:k/ noun pattern with 
intervening spaces in metal, leather, lace, etc. 

opera’ /'opərə/ noun musical drama with sung 
or spoken dialogue. o opera-glasses small bin- 
oculars for use in theatres etc. opera house 
theatre for operas. 

opera? plural of orus. 

operable /'opərəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 that can be 
operated. 2 suitable for treatment by surgical 
operation. > 

operate j'npərert/ verb (-ting) 1 work, control 
(machine etc.). 2 be in action. 3 perform surgical 
operation(s). 4 direct military etc. action. 
o operating theatre room for surgical oper- 
ations. 

u 1 control, drive, handle, manage, use, work. 2 

act, function, go, perform, run, work. 


operatic /opa'rztik/ adjective of or like opera. 
operation noun 1 action, working. 2 perform- 
ance of surgery on a patient. 3 military man- 
oeuvre. 4 financial transaction. o operational 
adjective. operationally adverb. 
u 1 action, activity, control, direction, effort, 
exercise, function, functioning, management, 
movement, performance, procedure, proceeding, 
process, running, working. 3 action, campaign, 
exercise, manoeuvre, movement. 4 action, 
business, deal, enterprise, proceeding, project, 
transaction, undertaking, venture. 0 operational 
functioning, going, in operation, in use, in working 
order, operative, running, usable, working. 


operative /'npərətıv/ adjective 1 in operation. 2 
having principal relevance. 3 of or by surgery. 
© noun worker, artisan. 

m adjective 1 see OPERATIONAL (OPERATION). 2 

crucial, important, key, principal, relevant, 

significant. @ moun see WORKER 1. 


operator noun 1 person operating machine, 
esp. connecting lines in telephone exchange. 2 
person engaging in business. > 

operetta /ppa'reta/ noun light opera. 

ophidian /au'fidien/ noun member of suborder 
of reptiles including snakes. @ adjective of this 
order. 

ophthalmia /pfdzlmia/ noun inflammation of 
eye. 

ophthalmic /nf ézIm1k/ adjective of or relating 
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to the eye and its diseases. 0 ophthalmic opti- 
cian one qualified to prescribe as well as dis- 
pense spectacles. 

ophthalmology /ofð0æl'mvoləd31/ noun study of 
the eye. 0 ophthalmologist noun. 

ophthalmoscope /vf8ælməskəvp/ noun in- 
strument for examining the eye. 

opiate /‘aupiat/ adjective 1 containing opium. 2 
soporific. @noun 1 drug containing opium 
usually to ease pain or induce sleep. 2 soothing 
influence. 

opine /əv'pam/ verb (-ning) (often + that) express 
or hold as opinion. 

opinion /ə'pmjən/ noun 1 unproven belief. 2 
view held as probable. 3 professional advice. 4 
estimation. o opinion poll assessment of public 
opinion by questioning representative sample. 
m assessment, attitude, belief, comment, 

conclusion, conjecture, conviction, estimate, 

estimation, feeling, guess, idea, impression, 

judgement, notion, perception, point of view, 

sentiment, theory, thought, view, viewpoint, way 

of thinking. 


opinionated /a'pinjanertid/ adjective unduly 
confident in one’s opinions. 

opium /‘aupiam/ noun drug made from juice of 
certain poppy, used as narcotic or sedative. 

opossum /a'posem/ noun 1 tree-living Ameri- 
can marsupial. 2 Australian & NZ marsupial 
resembling this. 

opponent /e'paunent/ noun person who 
opposes. 

m adversary, antagonist, challenger, competitor, 

contender, contestant, enemy, foe, opposer, rival; 

(opponents) opposition. 


opportune /‘ppatju:n/ adjective 1 well chosen; 
specially favourable. 2(ofaction, event, etc.) well 
timed. 

u 1 advantageous, appropriate, auspicious, 

beneficial, favourable, felicitous, fortunate, good, 

happy, lucky, propitious, right, suitable. 2 

convenient, seasonable, timely, well timed. 


opportunism /vpə'tju:nız(ə)m/ noun adapta- 
tion of policy to circumstances, esp. regardless 
of principle. o opportunist noun. opportunis- 
tic /-nis-/ adjective. opportunistically /-'nIs-/ 
adverb. 

opportunity /opa'tju:niti/ noun (plural -ies) 
favourable chance or opening offered by circum- 
stances. 

u break, chance, moment, occasion, opening, 

possibility, time. 


Oppose /e'pauz/ verb (-sing) 1 set oneself 
against; resist; argue against. 2 (+ to) place 1n 
opposition or contrast to. oas opposed to 1n 
contrast with. o opposed adjective. opposer 
noun. 

m 1 argue with, attack, be at variance with, 
challenge, combat, compete against, confront, 
contend with, contest, contradict, controvert,, 
counter, counter-attack, defy, disagree with, 
disapprove of, dissent from, face, fight, object to. 
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obstruct, quarrel with, resist, rival, stand up to, take 
a stand against, take issue with, withstand. 
o opposed see HOSTILE 2, OPPOSITE adjective 2. 


opposite /'opəzıt/ adjective 1 facing; on other 
side. 2 (often + to, from) contrary; diametrically 
different. @ noun opposite thing, person, or term. 
oadverb in opposite position. © preposition 
opposite to. 0 opposite number person in cor- 
responding position in another group etc. the 
opposite sex either sex in relation to the other. 
n adjective 2 antithetical, conflicting, 
contradictory, contrary, contrasting, converse, 
different, hostile, incompatible, inconsistent, 
opposed, opposing, reverse, rival. © noun 
antithesis, contrary, converse, reverse. 


opposition /opa'zif(e)n/ noun 1 antagonism, 
resistance. 2 being in conflict or disagreement. 3 
contrast. 4 group or party of opponents. 5 chief 
parliamentary party, or group of parties, 
opposed to party in office. 6 act of placing oppos- 
ite. 

B 1 antagonism, antipathy, competition, defiance, 

disapproval, enmity, hostility, objection, 

resistance, scepticism, unfriendliness. 3 see 

CONTRAST NOUN 1,2. 4 see OPPONENT. 


oppress /a'pres/ verb 1 govern tyrannically. 2 
treat with gross harshness or injustice. 3 weigh 
down. o oppressed adjective. oppression noun. 
oppressor noun. 

a 1, 2 abuse, crush, enslave, exploit, grind down, 

harass, intimidate, keep under, maltreat, 

persecute, ride roughshod over, subdue, 

subjugate, terrorize, trample on, tyrannize. 3 

afflict, burden, depress, encumber, overburden, 

weigh down. O oppressed browbeaten, 
downtrodden, enslaved, exploited, misused, 

Persecuted, subjugated, tyrannized. oppression 

abuse, despotism, enslavement, exploitation, 

harassment, injustice, maltreatment, persecution, 
subjection, subjugation, suppression, tyranny. 


oppressive adjective 1 that oppresses. 2 (of 
weather) sultry, close. o oppressively adverb. 
Oppressiveness noun. 
m 1 brutal, cruel, despotic, harsh, repressive, 
tyrannical, undemocratic, unjust. 2 airless, close, 


heavy, humid, muggy, stifling, stuffy, suffocating, 
sultry. 


OPprobrious /e'praubries/ adjective (of lan- 
guage) severely scornful; abusive. 


OPProbrium /e'praubriam/ noun 1 disgrace. 2 
cause of this. 


OPt verb (usually + for) make choice; decide. 
opt out (of) choose not to take part etc. (in). 
Optic /‘nptik/ adjective of eye or sight. 
Optical adjective 1 visual. 2 of or according to 
padca; 3 aiding sight. o optical fibre thin glass 
bre used to carry light signals. optical illusion 


1 image which deceives the eye. 2 mental misap- 
Prehension caused by this. 


Optician /op'tıf(ə)n/ noun maker, seller, or pre- 
Scriber of spectacles, contact lenses, etc. 


~ 


opposite | oration 


optics plural noun (treated as singular) science 
of light and vision. 


optimal ['optim(ə)l/ adjective best, most favour- 
e. 


optimism /'optmız(ə)m/ noun inclination to 
hopefulness and confidence. o optimist noun. 
optimistic /-'mıs-/ adjective. optimistically 
/-'mus-/ adverb. 

u buoyancy, cheerfulness, confidence, hope, 
idealism, positiveness. 0 optimistic buoyant, 
cheerful, confident, expectant, hopeful, idealistic, 
positive, sanguine; (be optimistic) look on the 
bright side. 


optimize /'optmaız/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) make best or most effective use of. 
o optimization noun. 


optimum /'optməm/ noun (plural -ma) 1 most 
favourable conditions. 2 best practical solution. 
© adjective optimal. 

m adjective best, finest, first-class, first-rate, ideal, 

most favourable, optimal, perfect, prime, 

superlative. 


option /'opf(ə)n/ noun 1 choice, choosing. 2 
right to choose. 3 right to buy, sell, etc., on speci- 
fied conditions at specified time. a keep, leave 
one’s options open not commit oneself. 


m 1, 2 alternative, choice, election, possibility, 
selection. 


optional adjective not obligatory. o optionally 
adverb. 

m avoidable, discretionary, dispensable, elective, 

inessential, possible, unforced, unnecessary, 

voluntary. 


opulent /‘ppjulant/ adjective 1 wealthy. 2 luxuri- 
ous. 3 abundant. o opulence noun. 


opus /‘aupes/ noun (plural opuses or opera 
./‘opare/) 1 musical composition numbered as 
one of composer's works. 2 any artistic work. 


or conjunction: introducing alternatives. 0 or else 
1 otherwise. 2 colloquial: expressing threat. 

oracle /'orək(ə)l/ noun 1 place at which ancient 
Greeks etc. consulted gods for advice or proph- 
ecy. 2 response received there. 3 person or thing 
regarded as source of wisdom etc. o oracular 
/o'reekjule/ adjective. 

oral /'z:r(ə)l/ adjective 1 spoken, verbal; by word 
ofmouth. 2 done or taken by mouth. @ noun collo- 
quial spoken exam. o orally adverb. 


u adjective 1 said, spoken, unwritten, uttered, 
| verbal, vocal, voiced. 


orange /‘orind3/ noun 1 roundish reddish- 
yellow citrus fruit. 2 its colour. 3 tree bearing 
it. @ adjective orange-coloured. 


orangeade /ormd3'eid/ noun drink made from 
or flavoured like oranges, usually fizzy. 

orang-utan /o:rzenu:'ten/ noun (also orang- 
outang /-u:'ten/) large anthropoid ape. 

oration /v:'rerf(ə)n/ noun formal or ceremonial 
speech. 


orator | ordinary 


orator /‘prate/ moun 1 maker of a formal speech. 
2 eloquent public speaker. 
oratorio /orə'to:riou/ moun (plural -s) 
semi-dramatic musical composition usually on 
sacred theme. 
oratory /‘pratert/ noun (plural -ies) 1 art or 
practice of public speaking. 2 small private 
chapel. o oratorical /-'tor-/ adjective. 
u 1 declamation, eloquence, enunciation, fluency, 
gift of the gab, grandiloquence, public speaking, 
thetoric, speech-making. 


orb noun 1 globe surmounted by cross as part 
of coronation regalia. 2 sphere, globe. 3 poetical 
celestial body. 4 poetical eye. 


orbicular /o:'bikjula/ adjective formal spherical; 
circular. 

orbit /‘o:bit/ noun 1 curved course of planet, 
comet, satellite, etc. 2 one complete passage 
round another body. 3 range or sphere of action. 
o verb (-t-) 1 go round in orbit. 2 put into orbit. 
o orbiter noun. 
| m noun 1, 2 circuit, course, path, revolution. 

© verb 1 circle, encircle, go round, travel round. 


orbital adjective 4 of orbits. 2 (of road) passing 
round outside of city. 


@ 1 circular, encircling. 


Orcadian /o:keidien/ adjective of Orkney. 
© noun native of Orkney. 


orchard /'o:tfad/ noun enclosed piece of land 
with fruit trees. 


orchestra /‘o:kistra/ noun large group of 
instrumental performers. o orchestra pit part 
of theatre where orchestra plays. o orchestral 
/o:‘kestr(a)l/ adjective. 


orchestrate /‘s:kistreit/ verb (-ting) 1 compose 
or arrange for orchestral performance. 2arrange 
(elements) for desired effect. o orchestration 
}-'stverf(9)n/ noun. 


H 2 see ORGANIZE 3. 


orchid /‘9:kid/ noun any of various plants, often 
with brilliantly coloured or grotesquely shaped 
owers. 


ordain /9:'dem/ verb 1 confer holy orders on. 2 
decree, order. 


ordeal /9:'di:1/ noun severe trial; painful or hor- 
rific experience. 

m affliction, anguish, difficulty, distress, hardship, 

misery, colloquial nightmare, pain, suffering, test, 

torture, trial, tribulation, trouble. 


order /'2:da/ noun 1 condition in which every 
part, unit, etc. is in its right place; tidiness. 2 
specified sequence. 3 state of repair. 4 authorita- 
tive direction or instruction. 5 state of obedience 
to law, authority, etc. 6 direction to supply some- 
thing. 7 thing(s) (to be) supplied. 8 social class or 
rank. 9 kind, sort. 10 constitution or nature of 
the world, society, etc. 11 Biology grouping of 
animals or plants below class and above family. 
12 religious fraternity. 13 grade of Christian 
ministry. 14 any of 5 classical styles of architec- 
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ture. 15 company of people distinguished by par- 
ticular honour, etc. 16 insignia worn by its 
members. 17 stated form of divine Service. 18 
system of rules etc. (at meetings etc.), ọ verb 4 
command, prescribe. 2 command or direct 
(person) to specified destination. 3 direct manu- 
facturer, tradesman, etc. to supply. 4 direct 
waiter to serve. 5 (often as ordered adjective) put 
in order. 6 (of God, fate, etc.) ordain. o in order 
in correct sequence. of or in the order of approxi- 
mately. order about dominate; command offi- 
ciously. out of order 1 in incorrect sequence. 2 
not working. 

u noun 1, 2 arrangement, array, classification, 
codification, disposition, layout, line-up, 
neatness, organization, pattern, progression, 
sequence, series, succession, system, tidiness, 3 
condition, repair, state. 4 command, decree, 
direction, directive, edict, fiat, injunction, 
instruction, law, mandate, ordinance, regulation, 
requirement, rule. 5 calm, control, discipline, good 
behaviour, government, harmony, law and order, 
obedience, orderliness, peace, peacefulness, 
quiet, rule. 6 commission, demand, request, 
requisition. 8 caste, class, group, hierarchy, level, 
rank, status. 9 category, class, group, kind, quality, 
sort. 12 brotherhood, community, fraternity, 
group, sisterhood, society. © verb 1 bid, charge, 
command, compel, decree, demand, direct, enjoin, 
instruct, ordain, prescribe, tell. 2 command, direct. 
3 apply for, ask for, requisition, send away for. 5 
arrange, categorize, classify, codify, lay out, 
organize, put in order, sort out, tidy up. 


orderly adjective 1 methodically arranged; tidy. 
2 not unruly. @zoun (plural -ies) 1 soldier in 
attendance on officer. 2 hospital attendant. 
u orderly room room in barracks for company’s 
business. o orderliness noun. 
m adjective 1 careful, methodical, neat, organized, 
regular, symmetrical, systematic, tidy, well 
arranged, well organized, well prepared. 2 
civilized, controlled, decorous, disciplined, 
law-abiding, peaceable, polite, restrained, well 
behaved, well mannered. 


ordinal /'2:dm(e)1/ noun (in full ordinal number) 
number defining position in a series; compare 
CARDINAL NUMBER. z 

ordinance /'s:dmans/ noun 1 decree. 2 reli- 
gious rite. 

ordinand’ /‘o:dmend/ noun candidate for 
ordination. 


ordinary /‘s:dmar1/ adjective normal; not excep- 
tional; commonplace. o ordinary level historical 
lowest in GCE exam. ordinary seaman sailor of 
lowest rank. out of the ordinary unusual. 
o ordinarily adverb. ordinariness noun. 
u accustomed, average, common, colloquial 
common or garden, commonplace, conventional, 
customary, established, everyday, fair, familiar, 
habitual, humble, humdrum, indifferent, lowly, 
mediocre, medium, middling, moderate, modest, 
mundane, nondescript, normal, orthodox, — 
passable, pedestrian, plain, prosaic, quotidian, 
reasonable, regular, routine, run-of-the-mill, 
satisfactory, simple, colloquial so so, standard, 
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stock, traditional, typical, undistinguished, 
unexceptional, unexciting, unimpressive, 
uninspired, uninteresting, unpretentious, 
unremarkable, unsurprising, usual, workaday. 


ordination /o:drnetf(2)n/ noun conferring of 
holy orders; ordaining. 


ordnance /'2:dnans/ noun 1 artillery and mili- 

tary supplies. 2 government service dealing 
with these. a Ordnance Survey government 
survey of UK producing detailed maps. 


ordure /'o:djua/ moun dung. 


ore noun naturally occurring mineral yielding 
metal or other valuable minerals. 


oregano /ori'ga:nau/ noun dried wild marjoram 
as seasoning. 


organ /'2:gan/ noun 1 musical instrument con- 
sisting of pipes that sound when air is forced 
through them, operated by keys and pedals. 2 
similar instrument producing sound electron- 
ically. 3 part of body serving some special func- 
tion. 4 medium of opinion, esp. newspaper. 
u organ-grinder player of barrel organ. 


organdie /‘os:gand1/ noun fine translucent 
muslin, usually stiffened. 


organic /o:'gzenik/ adjective 1 of or affecting 
bodily organ(s). 2 (of animals and plants) having 
organs or organized physical structure. 3 (of 
food) produced without artificial fertilizers or 
pesticides. 4 (of chemical compound etc.) con- 
taining carbon. 5 organized. 6 inherent, struc- 
tural. corganic chemistry that of carbon 
compounds. o organically adverb. 

u 2 animate, biological, growing, live, living, 

natural. 5 coherent, coordinated, integrated, 

methodical, organized, structured, systematic. 6 

inherent, integral, intrinsic, structural. 


organism /‘o:ganiz(a)m/ noun 1 individual 
animal or plant. 2 living being with interdepend- 
t parts, 3 system made up of interdependent 


L5 1, 2 animal, being, creature, living thing, plant. 


organist noun player of organ. 


Organization /o:ganar'zeif(a)n/ noun (also 
-isation) 1 organized body, system, or society. 2 
organizing, being organized. 

m 1 alliance, association, body, business, club, 

combine, company, concern, confederation, 

Conglomerate, consortium, corporation, 

federation, firm, group, institute, institution, 

league, network, colloquial outfit, party, society, 

Syndicate, union. 2 arrangement, categorization, 

Classification, codification, composition, 

Coordination, design, logistics, plan, planning, 

regimentation, tunning, structure, structuring, 

System, systematization. 


organize /'o:ganaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 give orderly structure to. 2 make 
arrangements for (person, oneself). 3 initiate, 
abba for. 4 (as organized adjective) make 

Teanic or into living tissue. o organizer noun. 


~ 


ordination | original 


u 1 arrange, catalogue, categorize, classify, 
codify, compose, coordinate, group, order, 
pigeon-hole, put in order, rearrange, regiment, run, 
Sort, sort out, structure, systematize, tabulate, tidy 
up. 3 arrange for, coordinate, create, deal with, 
establish, initiate, manage, mobilize, orchestrate, 
plan, put together, run, see to, set up, take care of. 


orgasm /'3:gæz(ə)m/ noun climax of sexual 
excitement. verb have sexual orgasm. 
o orgasmic /-'gæz-/ adjective. 

orgy /'3:d31/ noun (plural -ies) 1 wild party with 
indiscriminate sexual activity. 2 excessive 
indulgence in an activity. oorgiastic /-'æs-/ 
adjective. 

m 1 bacchanalia, debauch, party, colloquial 

rave-up, revel, revelry, saturnalia, colloquial 

spree. 2 slang binge, fling, frenzy, colloquial 

splurge, colloquial spree. 


oriel /‘o:r1al/ noun window projecting from wall 
at upper level. 
orient /‘o:r1ent/ noun (the Orient) 1 the East. 2 
countries east of Mediterranean, esp. E. Asia. 
@ verb 1 place or determine position of with aid 
of compass; find bearings of. 2 (often + towards) 
direct. 3 place (building etc.) to face east. 4 turn 
eastward or in specified direction. 5 (orient 
oneself; often + fo) accustom oneself to new situ- 
ation; get one’s bearings. 
ma verb 1 orientate, position. 5 (orient oneself) 
acclimatize, accommodate oneself, accustom 
oneself, adapt, adjust, condition oneself, 
familiarize oneself, get one's bearings, orientate 
oneself. 


oriental /o:ri‘ent(2)l/ (often Oriental) adjective 
of the East, esp. E. Asia; of the Orient. enoun 
native of Orient. 


| a adjective Asian, eastern, Far Eastern. 


orientate /‘o:rientert/ verb (-ting) orient. 
orientation noun 1 orienting, being oriented. 
2relative position. 3 person’s adjustment in rela- 
tion to circumstances. 4 briefing. 
orienteering /o:rien'trerm/ noun competitive 
sport of running across rough country with map 
and compass. 
orifice /‘orifis/ noun aperture; mouth of cavity. 
origami /or'ga:m1/ noun Japanese art of folding 
paper into decorative shapes. - 
origanum /a'rigenem/ noun wild marjoram. 
origin /‘orid3m/ noun 1 source; starting point. 2 
(often in plural) parentage. 
m 1 base, basis, beginning, birth, cause, formal 
commencement, cradle, creation, dawn, 
derivation, foundation, poetical fount, 
fountainhead, genesis, inauguration, inception, 
launch, outset, provenance, root, source, start, 
well-spring. 2 ancestry, background, descent, 
extraction, family, genealogy, heritage, lineage, 
parentage, pedigree, stock. 


original /ə'rıd3m(ə)l/ adjective 1 existing from 
the beginning; earliest. 2 innate. 3 not imitative 
or derived; creative not copied; by artist etc. 


originate | ostentation 


himself or herself. @noun original pattern, 
picture, etc. from which another is copied or 
translated. o original sin innate sinfulness held 
to be common to all human beings after the Fall. 
o originality /-'næl-/ noun. originally adverb. 
n adjective 1 aboriginal, archetypal, earliest, first, 
initial, native, primal, primitive, primordial. 3 
actual, archetypal, authentic, creative, first-hand, 
fresh, genuine, imaginative, ingenious, innovative, 
inspired, inventive, new, novel, real, resourceful, 
thoughttul, true, unconventional, unfamiliar, 
unique, unusual. 


originate /a'ridsmeit/ verb (-ting) 1 (usually + 
Srom, in) begin. 2 initiate or give origin to; be 
origin of. ū origination noun. originator noun. 
u 1 arise, be born, be derived, be descended, 

begin, come, formal commence, crop up, derive, 

emanate, emerge, issue, proceed, spring up, start, 
stem. 2 literary beget, be the inventor of, bring 
about, coin, conceive, create, design, discover, 
engender, found, give birth to, inaugurate, initiate, 
inspire, institute, introduce, invent, launch, 
mastermind, pioneer, produce, colloquial think up. 


oriole /'s:r1aul/ noun kind of bird, esp. golden 
oriole with black and yellow plumage in male. 


ermolu /‘o:malu:/ noun 1 gilded bronze. 2 
gold-coloured alloy. 3 articles made of or decor- 
ated with these. 


ornament noun /'o:nəmənt/ 1 thing used to 
adorn or decorate; decoration. 2 quality or 
person bringing honour or distinction. © verb 
/-ment/ adorn, beautify. o ornamental /-'men-/ 
adjective. ornamentation noun. 
@ noun 1 accessory, adornment, bauble, 
beautification, decoration, embellishment, 
embroidery, enhancement, frill, frippery, garnish, 
ornamentation, trimming, trinket. @ verb adorn, 
beautify, deck, decorate, dress up, elaborate, 
embellish, embroider, enhance, festoon, garnish, 
prettify, trim. 0 ornamental attractive, decorative, 
fancy, flashy, pretty, showy. 


ornate /o:'neit/ adjective 1 elaborately adorned. 
2 (of literary style) flowery. o ornately adverb. 
u arabesque, baroque, busy, decorated, 
elaborate, fancy, flamboyant, florid, flowery, 
fussy, luxuriant, ornamented, overdone, 
pretentious, rococo. 


ornithology /o:nr'dolad31/ noun study of birds. 
Dornithological /-0ə'lod3-/ adjective. ornitholo- 
gist noun. 

orotund ['orətand/ adjective 1 (of voice) full, 
round; imposing. 2 (of writing, style, etc.) 
pompous; pretentious. 

orphan /'9:f(a)n/ noun child whose parents are 
dead. @ verb bereave of parents. 


orphanage noun home for orphans. 


orrery /‘vrart/ noun (plural -ies) clockwork 
model of solar system. 


orris root /‘pris/ noun fragrant iris root used in 
perfumery. 


ortho- combining form 4 straight. 2 correct. 
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orthodontics /9:0a'dontiks/ Plural noun 
(usually treated as singular) correction Ofirregy- 
larities in teeth and jaws. 
orthodox /':0adoks/ adjective holding usual or 
accepted views, esp. on religion, morals, etc: 
conventional. o Orthodox Church Eastern 
Church headed by Patriarch of Constantinople 
including Churches of Russia, Romania, Greece. 
etc. o orthodoxy noun. 3 
@ accepted, accustomed, approved, authorized, 
common, conformist, conservative, 
conventional, customary, established, 
mainstream, normal, official, ordinary, Prevailing, 
recognized, regular, standard, traditional, usual, 
well established. 


orthography /o:'8vgreft/ noun (plural -ies) 
spelling, esp. with reference to its correctness, 
a orthographic /-'grzef-/ adjective. 

orthopaedics /3:0ə'pi:dıks/ plural noun 
(treated as singular) (US -pedics) branch of 
medicine dealing with correction of diseased or 
injured bones or muscles. o orthopaedic adjec- 
tive. orthopaedist noun. 

OS abbreviation 1 old style. 2 Ordinary Seaman. 
3 Ordnance Survey. 4 outsize. 

Oscar /‘pska/ noun statuette awarded annually 
in US for excellence in film acting, directing, etc. 

oscillate /‘psileit/ verb (-ting) 1 (cause to) swing 
to and fro. 2 vacillate. 3 Electricity (of current) 
undergo high-frequency alternations. o oscilla- 
tion noun. oscillator noun. 

oscilloscope /e'sileskeup/ noun device for 
viewing oscillations usually on screen of cathode 
ray tube. 

osier /‘auzta/ noun 1 willow used in basketwork. 
2 shoot of this. 

osmosis /nz'mausis/ noun 1 passage of solvent 
through semipermeable partition into another 
solution. 2 process by which something is 
acquired by absorption. cosmotic /-'mot-/ 
adjective. 

osprey /'osprer/ noun (plural -s) large bird 
preying on fish. 

osseous /nsigs/ adjective 1 of bone; bony. 2 
having bones. 

ossify /‘vsifai/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 turn into bone; 
harden. 2 make or become rigid or unprogres- 
sive. o ossification noun. 

ostensible /n'stensib(2)l/ adjective professed; 
used to conceal real purpose or nature. 
o ostensibly adverb. 


m alleged, apparent, outward, pretended, 
professed, reputed, specious, supposed, visible. 


ostentation /nsten'ters(a)n/ noun 1 preten- 
tious display of wealth. 2 showing off. o ostenta- 
tious adjective. 
a affectation, display, exhibitionism, 
flamboyance, flashiness, flaunting, parade, 
pomp, pretension, pretentiousness, sat eg 
self-advertisement, show, colloquial showing O, 
colloquial swank. o ostentatious boastful, a 
flamboyant, flashy, pretentious, showy, colloquia 
swanky, vainglorious. 
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osteoarthritis /ostrava:'draitis/ noun degen- 
erative disease of the joints. o osteoarthritic 
[-Artt-/ adjective. 

osteopath /'ostiopæð/ noun person who treats 
disease by manipulation of bones. o osteopathy 
/-vp-/ noun. 

osteoporosis /pstiaupa'rausis/ noun brittle 
bones caused by hormonal change or deficiency 
of calcium or vitamin D. 

ostler /‘vsla/ noun historical stableman at inn. 

ostracize /'pstrasaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) exclude from society; refuse to associate 
with. o ostracism /-s1z(a)m/ noun. 

m avoid, banish, blackball, blacklist, boycott, cast 

out, cold-shoulder, cut, exclude, excommunicate, 

expel, isolate, reject, send to Coventry, shun, shut 

out, snub. 


ostrich /‘vstritJ/ moun 1 large flightless swift- 
running African bird. 2 person refusing to ac- 
knowledge awkward truth. 


OT abbreviation Old Testament. 


other /'ada/ adjective 1 further, additional. 2 dif- 
ferent. 3 (the other) the only remaining. © noun 
other person or thing. o the other day, week, 
etc. a few days etc. ago. other half colloquial 
one’s wife or husband. other than apart from. 


otherwise /‘adawaiz/ adverb 1 or else; in differ- 
ent circumstances. 2 in other respects. 3 in a 
different way. 4asan alternative. © adjective dif- 
ferent. 


other-worldly adjective 1 of imaginary world. 
2relating to life after death. u other-worldliness 
noun. 

otiose /‘autiaus/ adjective not required; serving 
no practical purpose. 

OTT abbreviation colloquial over-the-top. 

otter /'otə/ noun furred aquatic fish-eating 
mammal. 

Ottoman /'ntamen/ adjective historical of 
Turkish Empire. © noun (plural -s) 1 Turk of 
Ottoman period. 2 (ottoman) cushioned seat 


Seu back or arms; storage-box with padded 
‘op. 


OU abbreviation 1 Open University. 2 Oxford 
University. 


oubliette /u:biret/ noun secret dungeon with 
trapdoor entrance. 


ouch /auts/ interjection: expressing sharp or 
sudden pain. 


Ought /o:t/ auxiliary verb: expressing duty, right- 
ness, probability, etc. 


oughtn’t /':t(ə)nt/ ought not. 


Ouija ['wi:d3ə/ noun (in full Ouija board) propri- 
e term board marked with letters or signs 
used with movable pointer to try to obtain mes- 
sages in seances. 


ounce /auns/ noun 1 unit of weight (1/16 1b, 28.35 
8). 2 very small quantity. 


Our /aua/ adjective of or belonging to us. 
Ours /avaz/ pronoun the one(s) belonging to us. 


~ 


osteoarthritis | outdistance 


ourselves /aua'selvz/ pronoun 1 emphatic form 
Of WE or us. 2 reflexive form of us. 
ousel = ouzeL. 


oust /aust/ verb drive out of office or power, esp. 
by seizing place of. ai 
m banish, drive out, eject, expel, kick out, remove, 
opiece, colloquial sack, supplant, take over from, 
unseat. 


out /aut/ adverb 1 away from or not in place. 2 
not at home, office, etc. 3 into open, sight, notice, 
etc. 4 to or at an end. 5 not burning. 6 in error. 7 
colloquial unconscious. 8 (+ to do) determined 
to. 9 (of limb etc.) dislocated. 10 colloquial un- 
fashionable. @ preposition out of. enoun way 
of escape. @verb emerge. cout and out 
thorough(ly); surpassing(ly). out for intent on; 
determined to get. out of 1 from inside. 2 not 
inside. 3 from among. 4 lacking; having no more 
of. 5 because of. 


USAGE The use of out as a preposition, as in He 


walked out the room, is not standard English. Out 
of should be used instead. 


out- prefix 1 so as to surpass. 2 external. 3 out of. 

outback noun Australian remote inland areas. 

outbalance /autbelans/ verb (-cing) out- 
weigh. 

outbid /aut'bid/ verb (-dd-; past & past participle 
-bid) bid higher than. 

outboard motor noun portable engine 
attached to outside of boat. 


outbreak /‘autbreik/ noun sudden eruption of 
emotion, war, disease, fire, etc. 


m epidemic, eruption, flare-up, plague, rash, 
| upsurge. 


outbuilding noun shed, barn, etc. detached 
from main building. 

outburst noun bursting out, esp. of emotion in 
vehement words. 

a attack, effusion, eruption, explosion, fit, flood, 

gale, outbreak, outpouring, paroxysm, rush, 

spasm, surge, upsurge. 


outcast noun person cast out from home and 
friends. © adjective homeless; rejected. 

u noun displaced person, exile, historical outlaw, 

outsider, pariah, refugee, reject, untouchable. 


outclass /aut'kla:s/ verb surpass in quality. 
outcome noun result. 


a conclusion, consequence, effect, end product, 
| result, sequel, upshot. 
outcrop noun 1 rock etc. emerging at surface. 2 


noticeable manifestation. 
outcry noun (plural -ies) loud public protest. 


u dissent, hue and cry, objection, opposition, 
| protest, protestation, remonstrance. 
outdated /aut'dettid/ adjective out of date; obso- 
lete. 


outdistance /aut'dist(e)ns/ verb (-cing) leave 
(competitor) behind completely. 


outdo | output 


outdo /aut'du:/ verb(-doing; 3rd singular present 
-does; past -did; past participle -done) surpass, 
excel. 

m beat, defeat, exceed, excel, get the better of, 

outbid, outdistance, outrun, outshine, outstrip, 

outweigh, overcome, surpass, top, colloquial 

trump. 


outdoor adjective 1 done, existing, or used out 
of doors. 2 fond of the open air. 


| m 1 alfresco, open-air, out of doors, outside. 


outdoors /aut'do:z/ adverb in(to) the open air. 
@ noun the open air. 
outer adjective 1 outside, external. 2 farther 
from centre or inside. o outer space universe 
beyond earth’s atmosphere. 0 outermost adjec- 
tive. 
m 1 exterior, external, outside, outward, 
superficial, surface. 2 distant, further, outlying, 
peripheral, remote. 


outface /aut'fets/ verb (-cing) disconcert by 
staring or by confident manner. 


outfall noun outlet of river, drain, etc. 


outfield noun outer part of cricket or baseball 
pitch. o outfielder noun. 


outfit noun 1 set of equipment or clothes. 2 collo- 
quial (organized) group or company. 

u 1 accoutrements, attire, costume, ensemble, 

equipment, garb, colloquial gear, colloquial 

get-up, rig, suit, trappings. 2 see ORGANIZATION 1. 


outfitter noun supplier of clothing. 


outflank /aut'flenk/ verb 1 get round the flank 
of (enemy). 2 outmanoeuvre. 


outflow noun 1 outward flow. 2 what flows out. 


outgoing adjective 1 friendly. 2 retiring from 
omee: 3 going out. @ noun (in plural) expend- 
ture. 
n adjective 1 see SOCIABLE. 2 departing, emeritus, 
ex-, former, last, leaving, past, retiring. 3 [of tide] 
ebbing, falling, retreating. © noun (outgoings) see 
EXPENSE 2. 


outg row /aut'greu/ verb ( past -grew; past parti- 
ciple -grown) 1 get too big for (clothes etc.). 2 
leave behind (childish habit etc.). 3 grow faster 
or taller than. 

outgrowth noun offshoot. 


outhouse noun shed etc., esp. adjoining main 
house. 
outing noun pleasure trip. 
m excursion, expedition, jaunt, picnic, ride, tour, 
trip. 
-R 
outlandish /avtlændıf/ adjective bizarre, 
strange. o outlandishly adverb. outlandishness 
noun. 
outlast /aut'la:st/ verb last longer than. 
m outlive, survive. 


outlaw noun 1 fugitive from law. 2 historical 
person deprived of protection of law. @ verb 1 


526 


declare (person) an outlaw. 2 make illegal; pro. 
scribe. 

m noun 1 bandit, brigand, criminal, Military 
deserter, desperado, fugitive, historical 
highwayman, marauder, renegade, robber, 2 
outcast, pariah. © verb 1 see BANISH 1.2 ban, 
exclude, forbid, prohibit, proscribe. 


outlay noun expenditure. 

outlet noun 1 means of exit. 2 means of 
expressing feelings. 3 market for goods. 

m 1 channel, duct, egress, escape route, exit, 

mouth, opening, orifice, safety valve, vent, way 

out. 3 see SHOP noun 1. 


outline noun 1 rough draft. 2 summary. 3 line(s) 
enclosing visible object. 4 contour. 5 external 
boundary. 6 (in plural) main features. © verb 
(-ning) 1 draw or describe in outline. 2 mark 
outline of. 
m noun 1 bare bones, diagram, draft, framework, 
plan, rough idea, skeleton, sketch. 2 abstract, 
digest, précis, resumé, rundown, scenario, 
summary, synopsis, thumbnail sketch. 3-5 
contour, figure, form, profile, shadow, shape, 
silhouette. © verb 1 delineate, draft, give the gist of, 
plan out, précis, rough out, sketch out, summarize, 
trace. 


outlive /avt'lıv/ verb (-ving) live longer than, 
beyond, or through. 

outlook noun 1 view, prospect. 2 mental aiti- 
tude. 3 future prospects. 

@ 1 aspect, panorama, prospect, scene, sight, 

view, vista. 2 angle, attitude, frame of mind, opinion, 

perspective, point of view, position, slant, 

standpoint, viewpoint. 3 expectations, forecast, 

lookout, prediction, prognosis, prospect. 


outlying adjective 1 far from centre. 2 remote. 


distant, far-away, far-flung, far-off, outer, 
outermost, remote. 


outmanoeuvre /autma'nu:va/ verb Cring) (Us 
-maneuver) outdo by skilful manoeuvring. 
outmatch /aut'metS/ verb be more than a 
match for. 


outmoded /avt'moud:d/ adjective outdated; out 
of fashion. 

outnumber exceed in 
number. 

outpace /aut'peis/ verb (-cing) 1 go faster than. 
2 outdo in contest. 

outpatient noun non-resident hospital patient. 

outplacement noun help in finding new job 
after redundancy. 

outpost noun 1 detachment on guard at some 
distance from army. 2 outlying settlement etc. 

outpouring noun (usually in plural) copious 
expression of emotion. : 

output noun 1 amount produced (by machine; 
worker, etc.). 2 electrical power etc. supplied Dy 
apparatus. 3 printout, results, etc. from oe 
puter. 4 place where energy, information, “ple 
leavesasystem. @ verb (-tt-; past & past partic! 


/avt'namba/ verb 
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-put or -putted) (of computer) supply (results 


etc.). 
pnoun1 achievement, crop, harvest, production, 
productivity, result, yield. 


outrage noun 1 forcible violation of ‘others’ 
rights, sentiments, etc. 2 gross offence or indig- 
nity. 3 fierce resentment or anger. © verb (-ging) 
4 subject to outrage. 2 insult. 3 shock and anger. 
a noun 1 atrocity, crime, enormity, violation. 2 
disgrace, indignity, insult, offence, scandal, 
sensation. 3 anger, bitterness, disgust, fury, 
horror, indignation, resentment, revulsion, shock, 
literary wrath. © verb 2 see INSULT verb 2. 3 see 
ANGER verb. 


outrageous /avt'reid3as/ adjective 1 immoder- 
ate. 2 grossly offensive, immoral, cruel, etc.; 
shocking. o outrageously adverb. 
n 1 excessive, extortionate, extravagant, 
immoderate, inordinate, preposterous, 
unreasonable. 2 abominable, atrocious, barbaric, 
beastly, bestial, criminal, cruel, disgraceful, 
disgusting, execrable, infamous, iniquitous, 
monstrous, nefarious, notorious, offensive, 
revolting, scandalous, shocking, unspeakable, 
colloquial unthinkable, vile, villainous, wicked. 


outrank /aut'rzenk/ verb be superior in rank to. 


outré /‘u:trer/ adjective eccentric; violating 
decorum. [French] 


outrider noun motorcyclist or mounted guard 
riding ahead of car(s) etc. 


outrigger noun 1 spar or framework projecting 
from or over side of ship, canoe, etc. to give 
stability. 2 boat with this. 


outright adverb 1 altogether, entirely. 2 not 
gradually. 3 without reservation. © adjective 1 
downright, complete. 2 undisputed. 

outrun /avt'ran/ verb (-nn-; past -ran; past parti- 
ciple -run) 1 run faster or farther than. 2 go 
beyond. 


outsell /aut'sel/ verb (past & past participle 
-sold) 1 sell more than. 2 be sold in greater quant- 
ities than. 


outset noun 0 at, from the outset at or from the 
beginning. 
outshine /avt'fam/ verb (-ning; past & past par- 
ticiple -shone) be more brilliant than. 
outside noun /aut'said, ‘autsaid/ 1 external 
Surface; outer part(s). 2 external appearance. 3 
Position on outer side. © adjective /‘autsaid/ 1 of, 
on, or nearer outside. 2 not belonging to par- 
ticular circle or institution. 3 (of chance etc.) re- 
mote. 4 greatest existent or possible. © adverb 
favt'sard/ 1 on or to outside. 2 out of doors. 3 not 
within or enclosed. @ preposition /aut'said/ 1 not 
ìn; to or at the outside of. 2 external to; beyond 
limits of. o at the outside (ofestimate etc.) at the 
Most. outside interest hobby etc. unconnected 
With one’s work. 
a noun 1 case, casing, exterior, façade, face, front, 
sten, skin, surface. 2 appearance, exterior, 
açade, face, front, look. © adjective 1 exterior, 
external, outer, outward, superficial, surface, 


B 


outrage | outwit 


visible. 2 alien, external, extraneous, foreign. 3 see 
REMOTE 4. 


outsider /avt'sarda/ noun 1 non-member of 
circle, party, profession, etc. 2 competitor 
thought to have little chance. 

m 1 alien, foreigner, gatecrasher, guest, 
immigrant, interloper, intruder, invader, 

newcomer, non-member, non-resident, stranger, 

trespasser, visitor. 


outsize adjective unusually large. 
outskirts plural noun outer area of town etc. 


u borders, edge, environs, fringe, margin, 
periphery, purlieus, suburbs. 


mere /avt'sma:t/ verb outwit; be too clever 
‘or. 


outspoken /aut'spauken/ adjective saying 
openly what one thinks; frank. o outspokenly 
adverb. outspokenness noun. 

a blunt, candid, direct, explicit, forthright, frank, 

honest, plain-spoken, tactless, unambiguous, 

undiplomatic, unequivocal, unreserved. 


outspread /avt'spred/ adjective spread out. 


outstanding /avt'stændm/ adjective 1 con- 

spicuous, esp. from excellence. 2 still to be dealt 

with. 3 (of debt) not yet settled. o outstandingly 

adverb. 
a 1 above the rest, celebrated, conspicuous, 
distinguished, dominant, eminent, excellent, 
exceptional, extraordinary, famous, first-class, 
first-rate, great, important, impressive, 
memorable, notable, noteworthy, noticeable, 
predominant, pre-eminent, prominent, 
remarkable, singular, special, striking, superior, 
colloquial top-notch, unrivalled. 2, 3 see OVERDUE 
2. 


outstation noun remote branch or outpost. 

outstay /aut'ster/ verb stay longer than (one’s 
welcome etc.). 

outstretched /aut'stret/t/ adjective stretched 
out. 

outstrip /avt'strip/ verb (-pp-) 1 go faster than. 
2 surpass in progress, competition, etc. 

out-take noun film or tape sequence cut out in 
editing. 

out-tray noun tray for outgoing documents. 

outvote /aut'vaut/ verb (-ting) defeat by major- 
ity of votes. 

outward /‘autwad/ adjective 1 directed towards 
outside. 2 going out. 3 physical; external, appar- 
ent. © adverb (also outwards) in outward direc- 
tion; towards outside. 0 outwardly adverb. 

u adjective 3 apparent, evident, exterior, external, 

manifest, noticeable, observable, obvious, 

ostensible, outer, outside, superficial, surface, 

visible. 


outweigh /aut'wet/ verb exceed in weight, 
value, influence, etc. 

outwit /avt'wit/ verb (-tt-) be too clever for; over- 
come by greater ingenuity. 


outwith | overdue 


j u cheat, deceive, dupe, fool, get the better of, gull, 
hoax, hoodwink, make a fool of, outmanoeuvre, 
outsmart, take in, trick. 


outwith /avt'wi0/ preposition Scottish outside. 


outwork noun 1 advanced or detached part of 
fortress etc. 2 work done off premises of shop, 
factory, etc. supplying it. 

outworn /aut'wo:n/ adjective 1 worn out. 2 obso- 
lete. 


ouzel /'u:z(ə)l/ noun (also ousel) small bird of 
thrush family. 


ouzo /'u:zau/ noun (plural -s) Greek aniseed- 
flavoured alcoholic spirit. 


ova plural of ovum. 


oval /‘auv(2)l/ adjective shaped like egg; ellip- 
tical. © noun 1 elliptical closed curve. 2 thing 
with oval outline. 


| u adjective egg-shaped, elliptical, oviform, ovoid. 


ovary /‘suveri/ noun ( plural -ies) 1 either of two 
ovum-producing organs in female. 2 seed vessel 
in plant. o ovarian /au'vear-/ adjective. 


ovation /əv'verf(ə)n/ noun enthusiastic ap- 
plause or reception. 


| m acclaim, acclamation, applause, cheering, 
| plaudits, praise. 


oven /'av(a)n/ noun enclosed chamber for 

cooking food in. o ovenproof heat-resistant. 
oven-ready (of food) prepared before sale for 
immediate cooking. ovenware dishes for cook- 
ing food in oven. 


over j'əuvə/ adverb 1 outward and downward 
from brink or from erect position. 2 so as to cover 
whole surface. 3 so as to produce fold or reverse 
position. 4 above in place or position. 5 from one 
side, end, etc. to other. 6 from beginning to end 
with repetition. 7 in excess. 8 settled, finished. 
© preposition 1 above. 2 out and down from. 3 so 
as to cover. 4 across; on or to other side, end, etc. 
of. 5 concerning. © noun Cricket 1 sequence of 6 
balls bowled from one end before change is made 
to other. 2 play during this time. o over the way 
(in street etc.) facing or across from. 


over- prefix added to verbs, nouns, adjectives, 
and adverbs, indicating: 4 excessively. 2 upper, 
outer. 3 over. 4 completely. 


overact /auva'rekt/ verb act (role) with exag- 
geration. 


over-active /auve'reektiv/ adjective too active. 

overall adjective /‘auvaro:1/ taking everything 
into account; inclusive, total. @ adverb 
/auver's:1/ including everything; on the whole. 
@ noun |'auvara:l/ 1 protective outer garment, 2 
(in plural) protective trousers or suit. 


overarm adjective & adverb with arm raised 
above shoulder. 


overawe /auva'ro:/ verb (-wing) awe into sub- 
mission. 

overbalance /əuvə'bæləns/ verb (-cing) 1 lose 
balance and fall. 2 cause to do this. 
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overbearing /əvvə'beərm/ adjective 4 domin- 
eering. 2 oppressive. 

overblown /əuvə'bləun/ adjective 4 infla 
pretentious. 2 (of flower etc.) past its prime, 


overboard adverb from ship into water. Ogo 
overboard colloquial 1 show extreme enthusi- 
asm. 2 behave immoderately. 

overbook /auva'buk/ verb make too many book- 
ings for (aircraft, hotel, etc.). 

overcame past of OVERCOME. 

overcast adjective 1 (ofsky) covered with cloud. 
2 (in sewing) edged with stitching. 

m 1 black, clouded, cloudy, dark, dismal, dull, 

gloomy, grey, leaden, louring, murky, sombre, 

starless, stormy, sunless, threatening. 


overcharge /əuvə'tfa:d3/ verb (-ging) 1 charge 
too high a price to. 2 put too much charge into 
(battery, gun, etc.). 

overcoat noun warm outdoor coat. 


| m greatcoat, mackintosh, topcoat, trench coat. 


overcome /auva'kam/ verb (-coming; past 

“came; past participle -come) 1 prevail over, 

master. 2 be victorious. 3 (usually as overcome 

adjective) make faint. 4 (usually as overcome 

adjective) (often + with) make weak or helpless. 
E 1 see OVERTHROW 2. 4 (overcome) ata loss, 
beaten, exhausted, overwhelmed, prostrate, 
speechless. 


overcrowd /auva'kraud/ verb (usually as over- 
crowded adjective) cause too many people or 
things to be in (a place). o overcrowding noun. 
a (overcrowded) congested, crammed, crawling, 
jammed, colloquial jam-packed, overloaded, 
packed. 


overdevelop /auvedr'velap/ verb (-p-) develop 
too much. 


overdo /auva'du:/ verb (-doing; 3rd singular 
present -does; past -did; past participle -done) 1 
carry to excess. 2 (as overdone adjective) over- 
cooked. o overdo it, things colloquial exhaust 
oneself. 


overdose noun excessive dose of drug etc. 
© verb (-sing) take overdose. 


overdraft noun 1 overdrawing of bank account. 
2 amount by which account is overdrawn. 


overdraw /avva'dro:/ verb (past -drew; past 
participle -drawn) 1 draw more from (bank 
account) than amount in credit. 2 (as overdrawn 
adjective) having overdrawn one’s account. 


Overdress /auva'dres/ verb dress ostenta- 
tiously or with too much formality. 


overdrive noun 1 mechanism in vehicle provid 
ing gear above top gear for economy at hig 
speeds. 2 state of high activity. z 
overdue /auva'dju:/ adjective 1 past the time 
when due or ready. 2 late, in arrears. i 
E 1 belated, delayed, late, slow, tardy, unpunctual. 
2 due, in arrears, outstanding, owing, unpaid, 
unresolved, unsettled. 
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overeat /auvar'i:t/ verb (past -ate; past parti- 
ciple -eaten) eat too much. 

n be greedy, feast, gorge, gormandize, guzzle, 

indulge oneself, colloquial make a pig of oneself, 

over-indulge, stuff oneself. 


overestimate verb /avvoar'estimeit/ (-ting) 
form too high an estimate of. eonoun 
/auver'estimat/ too high an estimate. o over- 

-estimation noun. 

overexpose /avvarik'spauz/ verb (-sing) 1 
expose too much to public. 2 expose (film) for too 
long. 

overfish /auva'fis/ verb deplete (stream etc.) by 
too much fishing. 


overflow verb /avva'flau/ 1 flow over. 2 be so full 
that contents overflow. 3 (of crowd etc.) extend 
beyond limits or capacity of. 4 flood. 5 (of kind- 
ness, harvest, etc.) be very abundant. © noun 
/‘auvefleu/ 1 what overflows or is superfluous. 2 
outlet for excess liquid. 


u verb 1 flood, pour over, run over, spill, well up. 2 
| brim over, spill over. 4 see FLOOD verb 1,3. 


overgrown /auva'graun/ adjective 1 grown too 
big. 2 covered with weeds etc. 0 overgrowth 
noun. 

a 1 outsize, oversized. 2 overrun, rank, tangled, 

uncut, unkempt, untidy, untrimmed, unweeded, 

weedy, wild. 


overhang verb /auvathen/ (past & past parti- 
ciple -hung) project or hang over. ©noun 
[‘aovahzen/ fact or amount of overhanging. 


| n verb beetle, bulge, jut, project, protrude, stick 
out. 


overhaul verb /avvatho:l/ 1 check over thor- 
oughly and make repairs to if necessary. 2 over- 
take. @ noun /‘avveho:]/ thorough examination, 
with repairs if necessary. > 

m verb 1 check over, examine, fix, inspect, mend, 

rebuild, recondition, refurbish, renovate, repair, 

restore, service. 2 see OVERTAKE 1. 


overhead adverb /auvə'hed/ 1 above one’s head. 
2in sky. © adjective /‘avvahed/ placed overhead. 
© noun |'auvahed/ (in plural) routine adminis- 
trative and maintenance expenses of a business. 
ū overhead projector projector for producing 
enlarged image of transparency above and 
behind user. 


m adjective aerial, elevated, high, overhanging, 
raised, upper. 


overhear /auva'hio/ verb ( past & past participle 
~heard) hear as hidden or unintentional listener. 
Over-indulge /avverm'dalds/ noun (-ging) 
indulge to excess. a over-indulgence noun. 
overjoyed /auva'dsoid/ adjective filled with 
great joy. aaah 
Overkill noun 1 excess of capacity to kill or 
destroy. 2 excess. Ok, 
Overland adjective & adverb by land and notsea. 
eee. verb /avva'lep/ (-pp-) 1 partly cover. 
Cover and extend beyond. 3 partly coincide. 


a 


overeat | override 


@ noun /'avvalep/ 1 overlapping. 2 overlapping 
part or amount. 


overlay verb jauva'let/ (past & Past participle 
slaid) 1 lay over. 2 (+ with) cover (thing) with 
(coating etc.). © noun ['auvaler/ thing laid over 
another. 


overleaf /auva'li:f/ adverb on other side of page 
of book. 


overlie /əuvə'lar/ verb (-lying; past -lay; past par- 
ticiple -lain) lie on top of. 

overload verb /avve'leud/ 1 load too heavily 
(with baggage, work, etc.). 2 put too great a 
demand on (electrical circuit etc.). enoun 
['auvaləvd/ excessive quantity or demand. 


overlook /auva'luk/ verb 1 fail to observe. 2 
condone, tolerate; ignore. 3 have view of from 
above. 

a 1 fail to notice, forget, leave out, miss, neglect, 

omit. 2 condone, disregard, excuse, gloss over, 

ignore, let pass, make allowances for, pardon, pass 

over, pay no attention to, shut one's eyes to, turn a 

blind eye to, write off. 3 face, front, look at, look 

down on, look on to. 


overlord noun supreme lord. 
overly adverb excessively. 


overman /auve'men/ verb (-nn-) provide with 
too large a crew, staff, etc. 


overmuch /avva'mats/ adverb & adjective too 
much. 


overnight /avva'nait/ adverb 1 for a night. 2 
during the night. 3 suddenly. © adjective 1 for 
use or done etc. overnight. 2 instant. 


over-particular /əvvəpə'tıkjulə/ adjective 
fussy or excessively particular. 


overpass noun bridge by which roadorrailway 
line crosses another. 

overplay /auve'pler/ verb give undue import- 
ance or emphasis to. o overplay one’s hand act 
on unduly optimistic estimate of one’s chances. 


overpower /auva'paua/ verb 1 subdue; reduce 
tosubmission. 2(esp. as overpowering adjective) 
be too intense or overwhelming for. 

E 1 see OVERTHROW 2. 2 (overpowering) 

compelling, consuming, inescapable, 

insupportable, irrepressible, irresistible, 

overriding, overwhelming, powerful, strong, 

unbearable, uncontrollable, unendurable. 


overproduce /ouvapre'dju:s/ verb (cing) 
produce in excess of demand or of defined 
amount. o overproduction noun. 


overrate /ouva'reit/ verb (-ting) 1 assess or 
value too highly. 2 (as overrated adjective) not as 
good as it is said to be. 

overreach /əuvə'ri:tf/ verb (overreach 
oneself) fail by attempting too much. 

overreact /auvari'ekt/ verb respond more viol- 
ently etc. than is justified. o overreaction noun. 

override verb /avva'raid/ (-ding; past-rode; past 
participle -ridden) 1 have priority over. 2 inter- 
vene and make ineffective. 3 interrupt action of 


overrider | overwhelm 


(automatic device). @ noun /'auvaraid/ suspen- 
sion of automatic function. 
overrider noun each of pair of projecting pieces 
on bumper of car. 
overrule /auva'ru:l/ verb (-ling) 1 set aside 
(decision etc.) by superior authority. 2 reject pro- 
posal of (person) in this way. 
overrun /avuva'ran/ verb (-nn-; past -ran; past 
participle -run) 1 spread over. 2 conquer 
(territory) by force. 3 exceed time etc. allowed. 
overseas adverb /avva'si:z/ across or beyond 
sea. © adjective /‘auvasi:z/ of places across sea; 
foreign. 
oversee /avve'si:/ verb (-sees; past -saw; past 
participle -seen) superintend (workers etc.). 
O overseer noun. 
u administer, be in charge of, control, direct, 
invigilate, keep an eye on, preside over, 
| superintend, supervise, watch over. 


over-sensitive /əvvə'sensıtrv/ adjective ex- 
cessively sensitive; easily hurt; quick to react. 
Cover-sensitiveness noun. over-sensitivity 
}-‘trv-/ noun. 

oversew verb ( past participle -sewn or -sewed) 
sew (two edges) with stitches lying over them. 

oversexed /avva'sekst/ adjective having un- 
usually strong sexual desires. 

overshadow /auva'Jeedau/ verb 1 appear much 
more prominent or important than. 2 cast into 
shade. 

overshoe noun shoe worn over another for pro- 
tection in wet weather etc. 

overshoot /auva'fu:t/ verb (past & past parti- 
ciple -shot) 1 pass or send beyond (target or 
limit). 2 go beyond runway when landing or 
taking off. o overshoot the mark go beyond what 
is intended or proper. 

oversight noun 1 failure to notice; inadvertent 

omission or mistake. 2 supervision. 

| @ 1 carelessness, dereliction of duty, error, failure, 

fault, mistake, omission. 2 administration, control, 

direction, management, supervision, surveillance. 


oversimplify /suva'smmplifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 
distort (problem etc.) by putting it in too simple 
terms. a oversimplification noun. 
oversleep /auva'sli:p/ verb (past & past parti- 
ciple -slept) sleep beyond intended time of 
waking. 
overspend /auve'spend/ verb ( past & past par- 
ticiple -spent) spend beyond one’s means. 
overspill noun 1 what is spilt over or overflows. 
2 surplus population leaving one area for 
another, 
overspread /auva'spred/ verb (past & past par- 
ticiple -spread) 1 cover surface of. 2 (as over- 
spread adjective) (usually + with) covered. 
overstate /auvo'stert/ verb (-ting) 1 state too 
Strongly. 2 exaggerate. o overstatement noun. 
| © blow up out of proportion, embroider, 
exaggerate, magnify, make too much of, 
maximize, overemphasize, overstress. 
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overstep /auve'step/ verb (-pp-) pass beyond 
a overstep the mark go beyond conventional 
behaviour. 


overstrain /avva'strem/ verb 1 dama: b 
tion. 2 stretch too far. Ee Oy exer 


overstrung adjective 1 /auve'stray/ (of person, 
nerves, etc.) too highly strung. 2 [auvastray/ (of 
piano) with strings crossing each Other 
obliquely. 


oversubscribe /auvasab'skratb/ verb (-bing) 
(usually as oversubscribed adjective) subscribe 
for more than available amount or number of 
(offer, shares, places, etc.). 


overt /əv'v3:t/ adjective openly done; uncon- 
cealed. o overtly adverb. 

m apparent, blatant, clear, evident, manifest, 

obvious, open, patent, plain, unconcealed, 

undisguised, visible. 


overtake /auva'teik/ verb (-king; past -took; 
past participle -taken) 1 catch up and pass. 2 (of 
bad luck etc.) come suddenly upon. 


m 1 leave behind, outdistance, outpace, outstrip, 
overhaul, pass. 


overtax /auve'teks/ verb 1 make excessive 
demands on. 2 tax too highly. 


overthrow verb /auva'trau/ (past -threw; past 
participle -thrown) 1 remove forcibly from 
power. 2 conquer. @noun /‘suvabrau/ defeat; 
downfall. 
m verb 1 bring down, depose, dethrone, oust, 
overturn, colloquial send packing, topple, unseat. 
2 beat, conquer, crush, defeat, get the better of, 
colloquial lick, master, overcome, overpower, 
overwhelm, rout, subdue, triumph over, literary 
vanquish, win against. © noun conquest, defeat, 
destruction, rout, subjugation, suppression, 
unseating. 


overtime noun 1 time worked in addition to 
regular hours. 2 payment for this. © adverb in 
addition to regular hours. 


overtone noun 1 Music any of tones above 
lowest in harmonic series. 2 subtle extra quality 
or implication. S 

m 2 association, connotation, hint, implication, 

innuendo, suggestion, undertone. 


overture /‘auvatjua/ noun 1 orchestral prelude. 
2 (usually in plural) opening of negotiations. 
formal proposal or offer. 


overturn /auva'ts:n/ verb 1 (cause to) fall down 
or over. 2 upset, overthrow. ill 
m 1 capsize, flip, invert, keel over, knock over, spill, 
tip over, topple, turn over, turn turtle, turn upside 
down, up-end, upset. 2 see OVERTHROW 1. 


overview noun general survey. 
overweening /əvvə'wi:nm/ adjectivearrogant. 


n ues the 
overweight adjective /auva'weit/ above 
weight allowed or desirable. © noun /'auvawett/ 
excess weight. 


overwhelm /auva'welm/ verb 1 overpower 
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with emotion. 2 overcome by force of numbers. 
3 bury; submerge utterly. 


T 2 see OVERTHROW 2. 3 engulf, flood, immerse, 
| inundate, submerge, swamp. 
overwhelming adjective 1 too great to resist or 


overcome. 2 by a great number. o overwhelm- 
ingly adverb. 


| u 1 see OVERPOWERING. 


overwork /suve'ws:k/ verb 1 (cause to) work too 
hard. 2 weary or exhaust with work. 3 (esp. as 
overworked adjective) make excessive use of. 
o noun excessive work. 

overwrought /əuvə'ro:t/ adjective 1 over- 
excited, nervous, distraught. 2 too elaborate. 

oviduct /‘auvidakt/ noun tube through which 
ova pass from ovary. 

oviform /‘auvifo:m/ adjective egg-shaped. 

ovine /‘auvain/ adjective of or like sheep. 

oviparous /au'viperas/ adjective egg-laying. 

ovoid /‘auvoid/ adjective (of solid) egg-shaped. 

ovulate /‘pvjulert/ verb (-ting) produce ova or 
ovules, or discharge them from ovary. o ovula- 
tion noun. 

ovule /‘pvju:l/ noun structure containing germ 
cell in female plant. 

ovum /'auvəm/ noun (plural ova |'auva/) female 
egg cell from which young develop after fertiliza- 
tion with male sperm. 

ow /au/ interjection: expressing sudden pain. 

owe /au/ verb (owing) 1 be under obligation to 
(re)pay or render. 2 (usually + for) be in debt. 3 
usually, + to) be indebted to person, thing, etc. 
for. 


n 2 be in debt, have debts. 3 (owe to) be beholden 
to, be indebted to, be under an obligation to. 


owing /‘aum/ adjective 1 owed; yet to be paid. 2 
(+ to) caused by; because of. 

m 1 due, outstanding, overdue, owed, payable, 

unpaid, unsettled. 2 (owing to) because of, caused 

by, on account of, resulting from, thanks to, 

through. 


owl /avl/ noun 1 night bird of prey. 2 solemn or 
wise-looking person. o owlish adjective. 

owlet /‘aulit/ noun small or young owl. 

own /əun/ adjective (after my, your, etc.) 
belonging to myself, yourself, etc.; not another's. 
©verb 1 have as property; possess. 2 acknow- 
ledge as true or belonging to one. o come into 


overwhelming | ozone 


one's own 1 achieve recognition. 2 receive one’s 
due. hold one’s own maintain one’s position; not 
be defeated. on one’s own 1 alone. 2 independ- 
ently; unaided. own goal 1 goal scored by 
mistake against scorer’s own side. 2 action etc, 
having unintended effect of harming person's 
own interests. own up confess, 


m verb 1 have, hold, possess. 0 own up see 
CONFESS 1-2. 


owner noun possessor. o owner-occupier 
person who owns and occupies house. o owner- 
ship noun. 


u freeholder, holder, landlady, landlord, 
possessor, proprietor, proprietress. 


©X noun (plural oxen) 1 large usually horned 
ruminant. 2 castrated male of domestic species 
of cattle. o ox-eye daisy daisy with large white 
petals and yellow centre. oxtail tail of ox, often 
used in making soup. 

oxalic acid /ok'selik/ noun intensely sour 
poisonous acid found in wood sorrel and rhubarb 
leaves. 

oxidation /oksr'de1f(ə)n/ noun oxidizing, being 
oxidized. 

oxide /‘oksaid/ noun compound of oxygen with 
another element. 

oxidize /'oksıdarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 combine with oxygen. 2 rust. 3 cover 
with coating of oxide. o oxidization noun. 

oxyacetylene /pksiz'setili:n/ adjective of or 
using mixture of oxygen and acetylene, esp. in 
cutting or welding metals. 

oxygen /‘pks1d3(2)n/ noun colourless odourless 
tasteless gaseous element essential to life and to 
combustion. o oxygen tent enclosure to allow 
patient to breathe air with increased oxygen 
content. 

oxygenate /‘pksidganert/ verb (-ting) supply, 
treat, or mix with oxygen; oxidize. 

oyez /au'jes/ interjection (also oyes) uttered by 
public crier or court officer to call for attention. 

oyster /‘s1sta/ noun bivalve mollusc living on 
seabed, esp. edible kind. eadjective (in full 
oyster-white) greyish white. 

oz abbreviation ounce(s). 

ozone /‘suzaun/ noun 1 form of oxygen with 
pungent odour. 2 colloquial invigorating seaside 
air. o ozone-friendly not containing chemicals 
destructive to ozone layer. ozone layer layer of 
ozone in stratosphere that absorbs most of sun’s 
ultraviolet radiation. 


P abbreviation (also p.) 1 penny, pence. 2 page. 3 
piano (softly). o p. & p. postage and packing. 
PA abbreviation 1 personal assistant. 2 public 
address. 
pa /pa:/ noun colloquial father. 
p.a. abbreviation per annum. 
pace! noun 1 single step in walking or running. 
2 distance covered in this. 3 speed; rate of pro- 
gression. 4 gait. © verb (-cing) 1 walk (over, 
about), esp. with slow or regular step. 2 set pace 
for. 3 (+ out) measure (distance) by pacing. 
o pacemaker 1 person who sets pace. 2 natural 
orelectrical device for stimulating heart muscle. 
m noun 1, 2 step, stride. 3 colloquial lick, 
quickness, rate, speed, tempo, velocity. 4 gait, 
walk. © verb 1 see WALK verb 1-5. 


pace? I'pa:tfe1/ preposition with all due defer- 
ence to. [Latin] 

Pachyderm /'pækıds:m/ noun large thick- 
skinned mammal, esp. elephant or rhinoceros. 
o pachydermatous /-'d3:matas/ adjective. 

Pacific /pa'sifik/ adjective 1 tending to peace, 
peaceful. 2 (Pacific) of or adjoining the Pacific. 
@ noun (the Pacific) ocean between America to 
the east and Asia to the west. - 


pacifist /‘psifist/ noun person opposed to war. 
o pacifism noun. 


pacify /‘pzstfai/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 appease 
(person, anger, etc.). 2 bring (country etc.) to 
state of peace. o pacification noun. 

um appease, assuage, calm, conciliate, humour, 

mollify, placate, quell, quieten, soothe, subdue, 

tame, tranquillize. 


pack noun 1 collection of things wrapped or tied 
together for carrying. 2 backpack. 3 set of pack- 
aged items. 4 set of playing cards. 5 usually de- 
rogatory lot or set (of similar things or persons). 
6 group of wild animals or hounds. 7 organized 
group of Cub Scouts or Brownies. 8 forwards of 
Rugby team. 9 area of large crowded pieces of 
floating ice in sea. @ verb 1 put together in suit- 
case, box, etc. 2 fill with clothes etc., for transport 
or storing. 3 cram; crowd together; form into 
pack. 4 (esp. in passive; often + with) fill. 5 wrap 
tightly. o packed out full, crowded. packhorse 
horse for carrying loads. pack in colloquial stop; 
give up. pack it in, up colloquial end or stop it. 
pack off send away. pack up colloquial 1 stop 
working; break down. 2 retire from contest, 
activity, etc. send packing colloquial dismiss 
summarily. 
m noun 1, 3 bale, box, bundle, package, packet, 
parcel. 2 backpack, haversack, kitbag, knapsack, 
rucksack. © verb 1, 2 bundle (up), fill, load, 
package, parcel up, put together, store, stow, wrap 


up. 3 compress, cram, crowd, jam, overcrowd, 
press, ram, squeeze, stuff, tamp down, wedge. 
O pack off see DISMISS 1. pack up 2 see FINISH 
verb 1. 


package noun 1 parcel; box etc. in which goods 
are packed. 2 (in full package deal) set of pro- 
posals or items offered or agreed to as a whole. 
overb (-ging) make up into or enclose in 
package. 0 package holiday, tour, etc. one with 
fixed inclusive price. o packaging noun. 


packet /'pækıt/ noun 1 small package. 2 collo- 
quial large sum of money. 3 historical mail-boat. 

pact noun agreement, treaty. 

u agreement, alliance, armistice, arrangement, 

bargain, compact, concord, concordat, contract, 

covenant, deal, entente, league, peace, 

settlement, treaty, truce, understanding. 


‘pad! noun 1 piece of soft stuff used to diminish 


jarring, raise surface, absorb fluid, etc. 2 sheets 
of blank paper fastened together at one edge. 3 
fleshy cushion forming sole of foot of some 
animals. 4 leg-guard in games. 5 flat surface for 
helicopter take-off or rocket-launching. 6 slang 
lodging. overb (-dd-) 1 provide with pad or 
padding; stuff. 2 (+ out) fill out (book etc.) with 
superfluous matter. 
@ foun 1 cushion, filler, hassock, kneeler, 
padding, pillow, stuffing, wad. 2 jotter, notebook, 
writing pad. © verb 1 cushion, fill, line, pack, 
protect, stuff, upholster, wad. 2 ( pad out) see 
EXTEND 1. 


pad? verb (-dd-) 1 walk softly. 2 tramp (along) on 
foot. 3 travel on foot. © noun sound of soft steady 
steps. 

padding noun 1 material used to pad. 2 super- 
fluous matter in book etc. used to lengthen it. 

u 1 filling, protection, upholstery, stuffing, 

wadding. 2 prolixity, derogatory verbiage, 

verbosity, colloquial waffle, wordiness. 


paddle' /‘pzed(e)l/ noun 1 short oar with broad 
blade at one or each end. 2 paddle-shaped instru- 
ment. 3 fin, flipper. 4 board on paddle-wheel a 
mill-wheel. 5 action or spell of paddling. © fs 
(ling) 1 move on water or propel (boat etc.) Wi i 
paddle(s). 2 row gently. o paddie-wheel whee! 
for propelling ship, with boards round circum 
ference. 


| "noun 1 oar, scull. © verb propel, row, scull. 


paddle? /'pæd(ə)1/ verb (ing) wade about in 
shallow water. ọ noun action or spell of pa 
dling. 


l m verb dabble, splash about, wade. 


paddock /'pædək/ noun 1 small field, esp. for 


533 


keeping horses in. 2 enclosure where horses or 
cars are assembled before race. 


a 1 enclosure, field, meadow, pasture. 2 
| enclosure, yard. 


paddy’ /'pædı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 (in full 
paddy field) field where rice is grown. 2 rice 
before threshing or in the husk. 

paddy’ ['pædı/ noun (plural -ies) colloquial 
rage, temper. 

padlock /'pædlok/ noun detachable lock 
hanging by pivoted hook. © verb secure with 
padlock. 

padre /'pa:dr1/ noun chaplain in army etc. 
paean /‘pi:an/ noun (US pean) song of praise or 
triumph. 

paediatrics /pi:dr'ætrıks/ plural noun (treated 
as singular) (US pediatrics) branch of medicine 
dealing with children’s diseases. o paediatric 
adjective. paediatrician /-a'trif(a)n/ noun. 
paedophile /'pi:dafail/ noun (US pedophile) 
person feeling sexual attraction towards chil- 
dren. 

paella /parele/ noun Spanish dish of rice, 
saffron, chicken, seafood, etc. 


paeony = PEONY. 


pagan /'peigən/ noun 1 heathen. 2 pantheist. 
© adjective 1 of pagans; heathen. 2 pantheistic. 
o paganism noun. 

u noun 1 heathen, infidel, savage, unbeliever. 

© adjective 1 godless, heathen, idolatrous, infidel, 

irreligious, polytheistic, unchristian. 


Page’ noun 4 leaf of book etc. 2 each side of this. 
© verb (-ging) number pages of. 


| E noun 1 folio, leaf, sheet. 2 recto, side, verso. 


page? noun boy or man employed as liveried 
Servant or personal attendant. © verb (-ging) call 
name of (person sought) in public rooms of hotel 
etc. O page-boy 1 boy attending bride etc. 2 
Woman's short hairstyle. 
u noun errand-boy, messenger, page-boy. 


Pageant /'peed3(a)nt/ noun 4 spectacular per- 
formance, usually illustrative of historical 
events. 2 brilliant show; parade. 

u ceremony, display, extravaganza, parade, 

procession, show, spectacle, tableau. 


pageantry noun spectacular show or display. 
a ceremony, display, formality, grandeur, 
magnificence, pomp, ritual, show, spectacle, 
splendour. 


pager noun bleeping device calling bearer to 
telephone etc. 


paginate Ipeedsmert/ verb (-ting) number 
pages of (book etc.). o Pagination noun. 


Pagoda [pa'gauda/ noun 1 temple or sacred 
me in China etc. 2 ornamental imitation of 


Pah interjection: expressing disgust. 
Paid past & past participle of Pay. 


paddy | pair 


pail noun bucket. 


pain noun 1 bodily suffering caused by injury, 
pressure, illness, etc. 2 mental suffering. 3 (also 
pain in the neck) colloquial troublesome person 
or thing. © verb cause pain to. Obe at or take 
pains take great care. in pain suffering pain. 
painkiller pain-relieving drug. 
m noun 1 ache, aching, affliction, agony, cramp, 
crick, discomfort, distress, hurt, irritation, pang, 
smart, smarting, soreness, spasm, stab, sting, 
suffering, tenderness, throb, throes, torture, 
twinge. 2 affliction, agony, anguish, distress, hurt, 
ordeal, suffering, throes, torment, torture. © verb 
See HURT verb 1. a painkiller anaesthetic, 
analgesic, anodyne, palliative, sedative. 


Painful adjective 1 causing or (esp. of part of 
body) suffering pain. 2 causing trouble or diffi- 
culty. o painfully adverb. 

a 1 aching, achy, agonizing, burning, cruel, 

distressing, excruciating, grievous, harrowing, 

hurtful, hurting, inflamed, piercing, raw, severe, 
sharp, smarting, sore, Splitting (head), stabbing, 
stinging, tender, throbbing, traumatic, upsetting, 
vexing. 2 difficult, hard, laborious, troublesome, 
trying, unpleasant. 


Painless adjective not causing pain. o pain- 
lessly adverb. 


m comfortable, easy, effortless, pain-free, simple, 
| trouble-free, undemanding. 


painstaking /‘pemzterkm/ adjective careful, 
industrious, thorough. o painstakingly adverb. 
paint noun colouring matter, esp. in liquid form, 
for applying to surface. @ verb 1 cover surface of 
with paint. 2 portray or make pictures in colours. 
3 describe vividly. 4 apply liquid or cosmetic to. 
n paintbox box holding dry paints for painting 
pictures. painted lady butterfly with spotted 
orange-red wings. paint the town red colloquial 
enjoy oneself flamboyantly. paintwork painted, 
esp. wooden, surface or area in building etc. 
m noun colour, colouring, dye, emulsion, pigment, 
Stain, tint. © verb 1 coat, colour, cover, daub, 
decorate, dye, redecorate, stain, tint, touch up. 2 
delineate, depict, picture, portray, represent. 3 
delineate, depict, describe, picture, portray, 
represent. 


painter' noun person who paints, esp. as artist 
or decorator. 


l ua artist, decorator, illustrator, miniaturist. 


painter’ noun rope at bow of boat for tying it up. 
painting noun 1 process or art of using paint. 2 
painted picture. 


u 2 fresco, landscape, miniature, mural, oil 
| painting, portrait, still life, watercolour, 


pair noun 1 set of two people or things. 2 thing 
with two joined or corresponding parts. 3 
engaged or married or mated couple. 4 two 
playing cards of same denomination. 5 (either 
of) two MPs etc. on opposite sides agreeing not to 
vote on certain occasions. @ verb 1 (often + off, 
up) arrange or unite as pair, in pairs, or in mar- 
riage. 2 mate. 


Paisley | palm 


| n noun 1 brace, couple, duet, duo, mates, 

| partners, partnership, set of two, twins, twosome. 

| © verb 4 (pair off, pair up) couple, double up, get 
together, join up, match up, colloquial pal up, 


| partner, team up. 


Paisley /‘peizl1/ noun (plural -s) pattern of 
curved feather-shaped figures. 


pajamas US = PYJAMAS. 


Pakistani /pa:kis'ta:nt/ noun (plural -s) 1 
native or national of Pakistan. 2 person of Paki- 
stani descent. @ adjective of Pakistan. 


pal colloquial noun friend. overb (-ll-) (+ up) 
make friends. 


palace /"pzlis/ noun 1 official residence of sov- 
ereign, president, archbishop, or bishop. 2 
stately or spacious building. 
| u 2castle, chateau, court, hall, manor, mansion, 
| stately home. 


palaeo- combining form (US paleo-) ancient; 
prehistoric. 


palaeography /pzli'vgrafi/ moun (US 
paleography) study ofancient writing and docu- 
ments. 


palaeolithic /pzliau'lidik/ adjective (US 
paleolithic) of earlier Stone Age. 


palaeontology /pælmn'tolədzr/ noun (US 
paleontology) study of life in geological past. 
o palaeontologist noun. 


Palaeozoic /pzliau'zauik/ (US Paleozoic) 
adjective of geological era marked by appearance 
of plants and animals, esp. invertebrates. © noun 
this era. 


palais /'pæler/ noun colloquial public dance hall. 


palanquin /pælən'ki:n/ noun (also palankeen) 
Eastern covered litter for one. 


palatable /‘pzlatab(o)l/ adjective 1 pleasant to 
taste. 2 (of idea etc.) acceptable, satisfactory. 


| & 1 appetizing, eatable, edible, tasty. 2 acceptable, 
| agreeable, attractive, pleasant, satisfactory. 


palatal /'pælət(ə)l/ adjective 1 of the palate. 2 (of 
sound) made with tongue against palate. e noun 
palatal sound. 


palate /'pælət/ noun 1 roof of mouth in ver- 
tebrates. 2 sense of taste. 3 liking. 


palatial /pa'lerS(ə)l/ adjective like palace, splen- 
id. 


| m aristocratic, grand, large-scale, luxurious, 
| majestic, opulent, colloquial posh, splendid, 


| stately, upmarket. 


palaver /pa'la:va/ noun colloquial tedious fuss 
and bother. 


pale' adjective 1 (of complexion etc.) whitish. 2 
faintly coloured. 3 (of colour) faint. 4 (of light) 
dim. © verb (-ling) 1 grow or make pale. 2 (often + 
before, beside) seem feeble in comparison (with). 
o palely adverb. 
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n adjective 1 anaemic, ashen, blanched, 
bloodless, cadaverous, colourless, corpse-like, 
deathly, drained, etiolated, ghastly, ghostly, i 
ill-looking, pallid, pasty, peaky, sallow, sickly, 
unhealthy, wan, washed out, whey-faced, white 
whitish. 2-4 bleached, dim, faded, faint, light, ` 
pastel, subtle, weak. © verb 1 blanch, dim, etiolate. 
fade, lighten, whiten. z 


pale? noun 1 pointed piece of wood for fencing 
etc.; stake. 2 boundary. obeyond the pale 
outside bounds of acceptable behaviour. 

paleo- US = PALAEO-. 

Palestinian /pælstmiən/ adjective of 
Palestine. @noun native or inhabitant of 
Palestine. 

palette /'pzlit/ noun 1 artist’s flat tablet for 
mixing colours on. 2 range of colours used by 
artist. a palette-knife knife with long round- 
ended flexible blade, esp. for mixing colours 
or applying or removing paint. 

palimony /‘pzlimant/ noun esp. US colloquial 
allowance paid by either of a separated unmar- 
ried couple to the other. 

palimpsest /'pzlmpsest/ noun writing ma- 
terial used for second time after original writing 
has been erased. 

palindrome /'pælmdrəum/ noun word or 
phrase that reads same backwards as forwards. 
o palindromic /-'drom-/ adjective. 

paling noun (in singular or plural) 4 fence of 
pales. 2 pale. 

Palisade /pzli'serd/ noun fence of pointed 
stakes. © verb (-ding) enclose or provide with pal- 
isade. 

pall" /po:1/ noun 1 cloth spread over coffin etc. 2 
ecclesiastical vestment. 3 dark covering. o pall- 
bearer person helping to carry or escort coffin at 
funeral. 


t 3 cloth, covering, mantle, shroud, veil. 


pall? /po:l/ verb (often + on) become uninterest- 
ing. 


| u (pall on) bore, tire, weary. 


pallet! /‘peelit/ noun 1 straw mattress. 2 make- 
shift bed. 

pallet? /‘pzelit/ noun portable platform for trans- 
porting and storing loads. 

Palliasse /'pæliæs/ noun straw mattress. 

palliate /‘pzlieit/ verb (-ting) 1 alleviate 
without curing. 2 excuse, extenuate. o palliation 
/-e1f(e)n/ noun. 

Palliative /'pælətıv/ adjective alleviating. 
© noun thing which alleviates anxiety, pain, etc. 
a adjective alleviating, calming, reassuring, 

sedative, soothing. © noun painkiller, sedative, 

tranquillizer. 


pallid /'pælıd/ adjective pale, sickly-looking. 
pallor /‘pzlo/ noun paleness. 

pally adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial friendly. 
palm! /pa:m/ noun 4 (also palm tree) (usually 


ee sonnan: 
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tropical) treelike plant with unbranched stem 
and crown of large esp. sickle- or fan-shaped 
leaves. 2 leaf of this as symbol of victory. o Palm 
Sunday Sunday before Easter. 


palm? /pa:m/ noun inner surface of hand 
between wrist and fingers. © verb conceal in 
hand. o palm off (often + on) impose fraudu- 
Jently (on person). 

palmate /‘pzlmeit/ adjective shaped like open 
hand. 

palmetto /pæl'metəv/ noun (plural -s) small 
palm tree. 

palmist /'pa:mıst/ noun teller of character or 
fortune from lines etc. in palm of hand. o palm- 
istry noun. 

palmy /‘pa:m1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of, like, or 
abounding in palms. 2 flourishing. 

palomino /pzle'mi:nau/ noun (plural -s) 
golden or cream-coloured horse with light- 
coloured mane and tail. 

palpable /'pælpəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 that can be 
touched or felt. 2 readily perceived. o palpably 
adverb. 
a 1 corporeal, physical, real, solid, substantial, 
tangible, touchable. 2 apparent, evident, manifest, 
obvious, patent, visible. 


palpate /‘pzlpeit/ verb (-ting) examine (esp. 
medically) by touch. o palpation noun. 

palpitate /‘pzlpiteit/ verb (-ting) 1 pulsate, 

throb. 2 tremble. o palpitation noun. 

| & 1 beat, pound, pulsate, throb, vibrate. 2 flutter, 

quiver, shiver, tremble, vibrate. 


Palsy /'po:lzı/ noun (plural -ies) paralysis, esp. 
with involuntary tremors. © verb (-ies, -ied) 
affect with palsy. 


paltry /‘po:ltrt/ adjective (-ier, -iest) worthless, 
contemptible, trifling. 

u contemptible, inconsequential, insignificant, 
petty, colloquial piddling, pitiable, puny, small, 

trifling, unimportant, worthless. 


pampas /‘pempas/ plural noun large treeless S. 
American plains. o pampas grass large orna- 
mental grass. 


pamper /'pæmpə/ verb over-indulge. 


u coddle, cosset, humour, indulge, mollycoddle, 
Over-indulge, pander to, pet, spoil, spoon-feed. 


Pamphlet /'pæmflt/ noun small unbound 
booklet, esp. controversial treatise. 


E booklet, brochure, bulletin, catalogue, circular, 
flyer, folder, handout, leaflet, notice, tract. 


Pamphleteer /pzemflrtra/ noun writer of (esp. 
Political) pamphlets. 


Pan! noun 4 flat-bottomed usually metal vessel 
Used in cooking etc. 2 shallow receptacle or tray. 
3 bowl of scales or of lavatory. © verb (-nn-) 1 
colloquial criticize harshly. 2 (+ off, out) wash 
{Gold-bearing gravel) in pan. 3 search for gold in 


ts Way. o pan out turn out; work out well or in 
Specified way. 


m noun 4 Australian billy, casserole, container, - 


frying-pan, pot, saucepan, skillet. © verb 1 see 
CRITICIZE 1. 


pan? verb (-nn-) 1 swing (camera) horizontally to 
give panoramic effect or follow moving object. 


2 (of camera) be moved thus. © noun panning 
movement. 


pan- combining form 1 all. 2 the whole of (esp. 
Sees to a continent, racial group, religion, 
etc.). 


panacea /pænə'si:ə/ noun universal remedy. 
panache /pə'næf/ noun assertively flamboyant 
or confident style, 
u animation, confidence, dash, élan, energy, 
enthusiasm, flair, flamboyance, flourish, savoir 
faire, self-assurance, spirit, style, swagger, verve, 
zest. 


panama /'penama:/ noun hat of strawlike mat- 
erial with brim and indented crown. 


panatella /pænə'telə/ noun long thin cigar. 


Pancake noun thin flat cake of fried batter, 
usually folded or rolled up with filling. 
a Pancake Day Shrove Tuesday (when pancakes 
are traditionally eaten). pancake landing collo- 
quialemergency aircraft landing with undercar- 
riage still retracted. 

panchromatic /pænkrəv'mætık/ adjective (of 
film etc.) sensitive to all visible colours of spec- 
trum. 


Pancreas /'pzykries/ noun gland near 
stomach supplying digestive fluid and insulin. 
o pancreatic /-'æt-/ adjective. 

panda /'pændə/ noun 1 (also giant panda) large 
rare bearlike black and white mammal native to 
China and Tibet. 2 (also red panda) racoon-like 
Himalayan mammal. a panda car police patrol 
car. 

pandemic /pzen'demik/ adjective (of disease) 
widespread; universal. 

pandemonium /pendr'maouniem/ noun 1 up- 
roar; utter confusion. 2 scene of this. 

u babel, bedlam, chaos, commotion, confusion, 

hubbub, noise, colloquial rumpus, turmoil, 

uproar, 


pander /'pændə/ verb (+ to) indulge (person or 
weakness). © noun procurer, pimp. 


m verb ( pander to) bow to, cater for, fulfil, gratify, 
| humour, indulge, please, provide, satisfy. 
pandit = punpir. 


pane noun single sheet of glass in window or 
door. 


panegyric /pzenr'dgrik/ moun eulogy; speech or 
essay of praise. o panegyrical adjective. 

panel /'pæn(ə)l/ noun 1 distinct, usually rectan- 
gular, section of surface, esp. of wall, door, or 
vehicle. 2 group or team of people assembled for 
discussion, consultation, etc. 3 strip of material 
in garment. 4 list of available jurors; jury. © verb 
(-ll-; US -1-) fit with panels. o panel game broad- 
cast quiz etc. played by panel. o panelling noun. 


panellist | par 


m noun 2 committee, group, team. a panelling 


wainscot, wainscoting. 


panellist noun (US panelist) member of panel. 


Pang noun sudden sharp pain or distressing 
emotion. 
pangolin /pzn'gaulin/ noun scaly anteater. 
Panic /‘penik/ noun 1 sudden alarm. 2 infec- 
tious fright. © verb (-ck-) (often + into) affect or 
beaffected with panic. o panic-stricken, -struck 
affected with panic. o panicky adjective. 
a noun alarm, consternation, fear, colloquial flap, 
fright, horror, hysteria, stampede, terror. © verb 
alarm, fall apart, colloquial flap, frighten, go to 
pieces, lose one’s head, lose one’s nerve, 
overreact, scare, stampede. u panic-stricken, 
panic-struck alarmed, beside oneself, frantic, 
frenzied, frightened, horrified, hysterical, ina cold 
sweat, colloquial in a tizzy, jumpy, overexcited, 
| panicky, terror-stricken, unnerved, worked up. 


Panicle /'pænık(ə)l/ noun loose branching 
cluster of flowers. 

Panjandrum /pæn'dzændrəm/ noun: mock title 
of great personage. 

Pannier /‘pznta/ noun one of pair of baskets or 
bags etc. carried on bicycle or motorcycle or by 
mule, donkey, etc. 

panoply /‘penapli/ noun (plural -ies) 1 com- 
plete or splendid array. 2 full armour. 

Panorama /pænə'ra:mə/ noun 1 unbroken 
view of surrounding region. 2 picture or photo- 
graph containing wide view. o Panoramic 
/-‘reem-/ adjective. 

a landscape, perspective, prospect, scene, view, 

vista. O0 panoramic commanding, extensive, 

scenic, sweeping, wide. 


Pansy /'pænzı/ noun (plural -ies) garden plant 
of violet family with richly coloured flowers. 

pant verb 1 breathe with quick breaths. 2 yearn. 
© noun panting breath. 


| m verb 1 blow, gasp, huff and puff, puff, wheeze. 


Pantaloons /penta'lu:nz/ plural noun baggy 
trousers gathered at ankles. 

pantechnicon /pzen'teknikan/ noun large fur- 
niture van. 

pantheism /‘pen6uz(2)m/ noun doctrine that 
God is everything and everything is God. o pan- 
theist noun. pantheistic /-'Is-/ adjective. 

pantheon /'pænban/ noun 1 building with 
memorials of illustrious dead. 2 deities of a 
people collectively. 3 temple ofall gods. 


panther /'pæn0ə/ noun 4 leopard, esp. black. 2 
US puma. 


panties /'pæntız/ plural noun colloquial 
short-legged or legless knickers. 


pantile /'pæntail/ noun curved roof-tile. 

pantograph /'pæntəgra:f/ noun instrument for 
copying plan etc. on any scale. 

pantomime /'pæntəmam/ noun 1 dramatic 
usually Christmas entertainment based on fairy 
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tale. 2 colloquial absurd or outrageous behavi- 
our. 3 gestures and facial expressions conveying 
meaning. 

pantry /'pentri/ noun (plural 
which provisions, crockery, 
kept. 

pants plural noun 1 underpants; knickers, 2 us 
trousers. 

m 1 colloquial bloomers, boxer shorts, briefs, 

camiknickers, drawers, knickers, colloquial 

panties, US shorts, colloquial smalls, trunks, 

underpants, colloquial undies. 2 see TROUSERS, 


-ies) room in 
cutlery, etc. are 


pap’ noun 1 soft or semi-liquid food. 2 trivial 
reading matter. 


Pap’ noun archaic nipple. 


Papa /pa'pa:/ noun archaic: child’s name for 
father. 


Papacy /'pelpasi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 Pope's 
Office or tenure. 2 papal system. 


papal /‘peip(a)l/ adjective of the Pope or his 
Office. 


Paparazzo /pzpe'retsau/ noun (plural -zzi 
/-ts1/) freelance photographer who pursues celeb- 
rities to photograph them. 

Papaya = pawpaw. 

Paper /'perpa/ noun 1 substance made in very 
thin sheets from pulp of wood etc., used for 
writing, printing, wrapping, etc. 2 newspaper. 
3 (usually in plural) document. 4 set of exam 
questions or answers. 5 wallpaper. 6 essay. 
© adjective not actual, theoretical. © verb decor- 
ate (wall etc.) with paper. o paper boy, girl one 
who delivers or sells newspapers. paper clip clip 
of bent wire or plastic for holding sheets of paper 
together. paper knife blunt knife for opening 
envelopes etc. paper money banknotes etc. 
paper round 1 job of regularly delivering news- 
papers. 2 route for doing this. paperweight small 
heavy object to hold papers down. paperwork 
office administration and record-keeping. 

aī noun 2 colloquial daily, journal, newspaper, 

derogatory rag, tabloid. 3 certificate, deed, 

document, form, ID, identification, licence, record; 

(papers) credentials, dossier, file. 6 article, 

dissertation, essay, monograph, thesis, treatise. 


Paperback adjective bound in stiff paper, not 
boards. @ noun paperback book. 

papier maché /pzpier 'mæfe1/ noun moulded 
paper pulp used for making models etc. 

papilla /pə'pilə/ noun (plural papillae /-li:/) 
small nipple-like protuberance. o papillary 
adjective. 

papoose /pə'pu:s/ noun young N. American 
Indian child. 

paprika /'pæprıkə, pə'pri:kə/ noun 1 red pepper. 
2 condiment made from this. 

Papyrus /pə'parərəs/ noun (plural papyri /-rat/) 
1 aquatic plant of N. Africa. 2 ancient writing 
material made from stem of this. 3 manuscript 
written on this. 


Par noun 1 average or normal value, degree, con- 
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dition, etc. 2 equality; equal footing. 3 Golf 
number of strokes needed by first-class player 
for hole or course. 4 face value. o par for the 
course colloquial what is normal or to be 
expected. 

para ['pærə/ noun colloquial paratrooper. 
para- prefix beside, beyond. 


parable /‘pzrab(e)l/ noun story used to illus- 
trate moral or spiritual truth. 


| a allegory, fable, moral tale. 


parabola /pa'reebala/ noun plane curve formed 
by intersection of cone with plane parallel to its 
side. o parabolic /pzra'bolik/ adjective. 


paracetamol /pzre'si:tamol/ noun 1 com- 
pound used to relieve pain and reduce fever. 2 
tablet of this. 


parachute /‘perefu:t/ noun usually 
umbrella-shaped apparatus allowing person or 
heavy object to descend safely from a height, esp. 
from aircraft. © verb (-ting) convey or descend 
by parachute. o parachutist noun. 


parade /pa'reid/ noun 1 public procession. 2 
muster of troops etc. for inspection. 3 parade 
ground. 4 display, ostentation. 5 public square; 
row of shops. © verb (-ding) 1 march ceremoni- 
ally. 2 assemble for parade. 3 display ostenta- 
tiously. G parade ground place for muster of 
troops. 

a noun 1 cavalcade, column, cortège, file, march 

past, motorcade, pageant, procession. 4 display, 

exhibition, show, spectacle. © verb 1 file past, 
march past, process, walk. 2 assemble, form up, 
line up, muster, present oneself. 3 see DISPLAY 


verb, 


Paradigm /'pærədam/ noun example or 
pattern, esp. of inflection of word. o paradig- 
matic /-dig'mectik/ adjective. 


Paradise /‘pzradats/ noun 1 heaven. 2 place or 
state of complete bliss. 3 Garden of Eden. 


m 1 Greek Mythology Elysium, heaven. 2 Eden, 
Elysium, heaven, Utopia. 


Paradox /‘pzradoks/ noun seemingly absurd or 
self-contradictory though often true statement 
etc. 0 paradoxical /-‘doks-/ adjective. paradoxic- 
ally /-'doks-/ adverb. 

a absurdity, anomaly, contradiction, incongruity, 

inconsistency, self-contradiction. o paradoxical 

absurd, anomalous, conflicting, contradictory, 
illogical, improbable, incongruous, 

Self-contradictory. 


Paraffin /'pærəfm/ noun inflammable waxy or 
oily substance got by distillation from petroleum 
ete., used in liquid form esp. as fuel. o paraffin 
wax solid paraffin. 


Paragon /‘pzeragan/ noun (often + of) model of 
excellence, 


Feragraph l'pærəgra:f/ noun 4 distinct passage 
i book etc. usually marked by indentation of 
i rst line. 2 mark of reference (D. 3shortseparate 

tem in newspaper etc. 


para | paramount 


parakeet /‘pzraki:t/ noun small usually 
long-tailed parrot. 

parallax /'pærəlæks/ noun 4 apparent differ- 
ence in position or direction of object caused by 


change of observer's position. 2 angular amount 
of this. 


parallel /'pærəlel/ adjective 4 (of lines) continu- 
ously equidistant. 2 precisely similar, ana- 
logous, or corresponding. 3 (of processes etc.) 
occurring or performed simultaneously. @ noun. 
1 person or thing analogous to another. 2 com- 
parison. 3 imaginary line on earth's surface or 
line on map marking degree of latitude. © verb 
(-I-) 1 be parallel or correspond to. 2 represent as 
similar; compare. o parallelism noun. 
n adjective 2 analogous, cognate, corresponding, 
equivalent, like, matching, similar. 3 see 
SIMULTANEOUS. © noun 1 analogue, counterpart, 
equal, likeness, match. 2 analogy, comparison, 
correspondence, equivalence, kinship, 
resemblance, similarity. © verb 1 compare with, 
correspond to, duplicate, echo, equate with, keep 
pace with, match, remind one of, run alongside. 2 
compare, equate, liken, match. 


parallelepiped /pærəlelə'parped/ noun solid 
bounded by parallelograms. 
parallelogram /pzro'lelagreem/ noun 4-sided 
rectilinear figure whose opposite sides are paral- 
el. 
paralyse /'pærəlaız/ verb (-sing) (US -lyze; 
-zing) 1 affect with paralysis. 2 render powerless; 
cripple. o paralysed adjective. 
m 1 cripple, disable, immobilize, incapacitate, 
lame. 2 cripple, deactivate, deaden, desensitize, 
disable, freeze, halt, immobilize, incapacitate, 
numb, petrify, stop, stun. o paralysed crippled, 
dead, desensitized, disabled, handicapped, 
immobile, immovable, incapacitated, numb, 
palsied, paralytic, paraplegic, rigid, unusable, 
useless. 


paralysis /pərælısıs/ noun 1 impairment or 
loss of esp. motor function of nerves, causing 
immobility. 2 powerlessness. 


n 1 deadness, immobility, numbness, palsy, 
| paraplegia. 


paralytic /pærə'lıtık/ adjective 1 affected with 
paralysis. 2 slang very drunk. @ noun person 
affected with paralysis. 
paramedic /pzre'medik/ noun paramedical 
worker. 
paramedical /pzra'medik(e)I/ adjective sup- 
plementing and supporting medical work. 
parameter /po'reemita/ noun 1 Mathematics 
quantity constant in case considered, but 
varying in different cases. 2 (esp. measurable 
or quantifiable) characteristic or feature. 3 
(loosely) boundary, esp. of subject for discussion. 
paramilitary /pzre'militert/ adjective simi- 
larly organized to military forces. enoun 
(plural -ies) member of unofficial paramilitary 
organization. 
paramount /‘pzramaunt/ adjective supreme; 
most important or powerful. 


paramour | park 


paramour /‘pzremvo/ noun archaic illicit lover 
of married person. 
paranoia /pærə'nə1ə/ noun 1 mental derange- 
ment with delusions of grandeur, persecution, 
etc. 2abnormal tendency to suspect and mistrust 
others. o paranoiac adjective & noun. paranoid 
/'pxeronaid/ adjective & noun. 
Paranormal jpærə'nəo:m(ə)l/ adjective beyond 
the scope of normal scientific investigations etc. 
parapet /'perapit/ noun 4 low wall at edge of 
roof, balcony, bridge, etc. 2 mound along front of 
trench etc. 
paraphernalia /pzroefe'neilia/ plural noun 
(also treated as singular) personal belongings, 
miscellaneous accessories, etc. 
| m accessories, apparatus, baggage, belongings, 
| chattels, slang clobber, effects, equipment, gear, 
| impedimenta, materials, odds and ends, 
| possessions, property, rig, stuff, tackle, things, 
| trappings. 


paraphrase /'pærəfrerz/ noun restatement of 
sense of passage etc. in other words. overb 
(-sing) express meaning of in other words. 
| m verb explain, interpret, rephrase, restate, 
| reword, rewrite, translate. 


paraplegia /pærə'pli:d3ə/ noun paralysis 
below waist. o paraplegic adjective & noun. 

Parapsychology /pzrasarkolad31/ noun 
study of menial phenomena outside sphere of 
ordinary psychology. 

Paraquat /'perakwot/ noun quick-acting 
highly toxic herbicide. 

parasite /‘perasait/ noun 1 animal or plant 
living in or on another and feeding on it. 2 person 
exploiting another or others. o Parasitic /-'sit-/ 
adjective. parasitism noun. 


parasol /'pzraspl/ noun light umbrella giving 
shade from the sun. : 


paratroops /‘pzratru:ps/ pluralnoun airborne 
troops landing by parachute. o paratrooper 
noun. 


Paratyphoid /pera'tarfoid/ noun fever resem- 
bling typhoid. 
Parboil /‘pa:boil/ verb partly cook by boiling. 
parcel /'pa:s(ə)l/ noun 1 goods etc. packed up in 
single wrapping. 2 piece of land. © verb (-Il-; US 
-I-) 1 (+ up) wrap into parcel. 2 (+ out) divide into 
portions. 
noun 1 bale, box. bundle, carton, case, pack, 
package, packet. @ verb 1 (parcel up) see PACK 
| verb 1,2. 2 ( parcel out) see DIVIDE verb 2. 


Parch verb 1 make or become hot and dry. 2 
slightly roast. 

| m 1 hake, burn, dehydrate, desiccate, dry, scorch, 
| shrivel, wither. 
L 

parched adjective 4 hot and dry. 2 colloquial 
thirsty. 

| @ 1 see DRY adjective 1. 2 see THIRSTY 1. 


parchment /'pa:t{mant/ noun 1 skin, esp. of 
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sheep or goat, prepared for writing etc, 2 manu- 
script written on this. 
pardon /'pa:d(ə)n/ noun 1 forgiveness. 2 remis- 
sion of punishment. © verb 1 forgive; excuse. 2 
release from legal consequences of offence etc 
© interjection (also pardon me or | beg your 
pardon) 1 formula of apology or disagreement. 2 
request to repeat something said. u Pardonable 
adjective. 
m noun 1 absolution, formal exculpation, 
exoneration, forgiveness, RC Church indulgence, 
mercy. 2 amnesty, discharge, release, remission, 
reprieve. © verb 1 absolve, formal exculpate, 
excuse, exonerate, forgive, overlook. 2 absolve, 
free, let off, release, remit, reprieve, set free, spare, 
o pardonable allowable, excusable, forgivable, 
justifiable, minor, negligible, petty, 
understandable, venial (sin). 


Pare /pea/ verb (-ring) 1 trim or reduce by cutting 
away edge or surface of. 2 (often + away, down) 
whittle away. 


Parent /'peərənt/ noun 1 person who has had or 
adopted a child; father, mother. 2 source, origin. 
a parent company company of which others are 
subsidiaries. parent-teacher association social 
and fund-raising organization of school’s 
teachers and parents. o parental /pa'rent(s)l/ 
adjective. parenthood noun. 


m noun 1 literary begetter, father, mother, 
procreator, progenitor. 


parentage noun lineage; descent from or 
through parents. 

ancestry, birth, descent, extraction, family, line, 

lineage, pedigree, stock. 


parenthesis /pə'renðəsıs/ noun (plural 
-theses /-si:z/) 1 word, clause, or sentence 
inserted as explanation etc. into passage inde- 
pendently of grammatical sequence. 2 (in plural) 
round brackets used to mark this. 3 interlude. 
o parenthetic /pzeran'éetik/ adjective. 

par excellence [pa:r eksa'la s/ adverb super- 
ior to all others so called. [French] 

Parfait /'‘pa:fer/ noun 1 rich iced pudding of 
whipped cream, eggs, etc. 2 layers of ice cream, 
meringue, etc., served in tall glass. 

Pariah /pa'rate/ noun 1 social outcast. 2 histor- 
ical member of low or no caste. 

parietal /pa'rarat(a)l/ adjective of wall of body or 
any of its cavities. o parietal bone either of pair 
forming part of skull. 

Paring noun strip pared off. ; 

Parish /‘perif/ noun 1 division of diocese having 
its own church and clergyman. 2 local govern- 
ment district. 3 inhabitants of parish. 

parishioner /pa'rifana/ noun inhabitant of 
parish. r 

Parity /'pærıtı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 equality; 
equal status etc. 2 equivalence; being at par. 

Park noun 1 large public garden in town rom 
recreation. 2 large enclosed piece of groun 
attached to country house or laid out or pre 
served for public use. 3 place where vehicles may 
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be parked. 4 area for specified purpose. © verb 
place and leave (esp. vehicle) temporarily. 
o parking lot US outdoor car park. parking 
meter coin-operated meter allocating period of 
time for which a vehicle may be parked in street. 
parking ticket notice of fine etc. imposed for 
parking vehicle illegally. parkland open grass- 
land with trees etc. park oneself colloquialsettle; 
sit down. 

u noun 1,2 common, estate, gardens, green, 
national park, nature reserve, parkland, recreation 
ground, reserve. © verb deposit, leave, place, 
position, put, station, store. O park oneself see 
SETTLE' 5, SIT 1. 


parka /'pa:kə/ noun jacket with hood, as worn 
by Eskimos, mountaineers, etc. 


parkin /'pa:km/ noun oatmeal gingerbread. 


parky /'pa:kı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial or 
dialect chilly. 


parlance /'pa:ləns/ noun way of speaking. 


parley /‘pa:li/ noun (plural -s) meeting between 
representatives of opposed forces to discuss 
‘terms. © verb (-leys, -leyed) (often + with) hold 
parley. 

parliament /‘pa:lamant/ noun 1 body con- 
sisting of House of Commons and House of Lords 
and forming (with Sovereign) legislature of UK. 
2 similar legislature in other states. 


a 2 assembly, congress, council, diet, legislature, 
Lower House, senate, Upper House. 


parliamentarian /pa:lomen'tearten/ noun 
member of parliament. 


parliamentary /pa:la'‘mentar1/ adjective of, in, 
concerned with, or enacted by parliament. 


parlour ['pa:lə/ noun (US parlor) 4 archaic 
sitting-room in private house. 2 esp. US shop pro- 
viding specified goods or services. o parlour 
game indoor game, esp. word game. 
parlous /‘pa:les/ adjective archaic perilous; 
hard to deal with. 
Parmesan /pa:mrzen/ noun hard Italian 
cheese usually used grated. 


Parochial /pa'rauktal/ adjective 1 of a parish. 2 
of narrow range; merely local. o parochialism 
noun. 


Parody /'pærədı/ noun (plural -ies) 4 humorous 
exaggerated imitation of author, style, etc. 2 
travesty. © verb (-ies, -ied) 1 write parody of. 2 
mimic humorously. a parodist noun. 

a noun 1 burlesque, caricature, imitation, 

lampoon, mimicry, satire, colloquial send-up, 

Colloquial spoof, colloquial take-off. 2 distortion, 

mockery, travesty. © verb ape, burlesque, 

Caricature, imitate, lampoon, mimic, ridicule, 

Satirize, colloquial send up, colloquial take off, 

travesty, 


Parole /pa'raul/ noun 1 temporary or permanent 
release of prisoner before end of sentence, on 
Promise of good behaviour. 2 such promise. 
© verb (-ling) put (prisoner) on parole. 


Parotid /pa'rotid/ adjective situated near ear. 


ee 


parka | part 


© noun (in full parotid gland) saliva i 
front of ear. Cre Caer 


paroxysm /'pærəksız(ə)m/ noun (often + of) fit 
(of pain, rage, coughing, etc.). 

parquet ['pa:ker/ noun flooring of wooden 
blocks arranged in a pattern. © verb (-eted /-e1d/, 
-eting /-e1/) floor (room) thus. 

parricide ['pærısard/ noun 4 killing of near rel- 
ative, esp. parent. 2 person who commits parri- 
cide. o parricidal /-'satd(a)l/ adjective. 

Parrot /‘perat/ noun 1 mainly tropical bird with 
short hooked bill, of which some species can be 
taught to repeat words. 2 unintelligent imitator 
or chatterer. © verb (-t-) repeat mechanically. 
o parrot-fashion (learning or repeating) mech- 
anically, by rote. 

Parry /‘pzri/ verb (-ies, -ied) ward off; avert. 
© noun (plural -ies) act of parrying. 


a verb avert, block, counter, deflect, fend off, push 
away, repel, repulse, stave off, ward off. 


Parse /pa:z/ verb (-sing) describe (word) or 
analyse (sentence) in terms of grammar. 


parsec /'pa:sek/ noun unit of stellar distance, 
about 3.25 light years. 


parsimony /'pa:smənı/ noun 1 carefulness in 
use of money etc. 2 meanness. O parsimonious 
/-maun-/ adjective. 

parsley /'pa:slı/ noun herb used for seasoning 
and garnishing. 

parsnip /‘pa:snip/ noun 4 plant with pale yellow 
tapering root used as vegetable. 2 this root. 

parson /‘pa:s(a)n/ moun 1 parish clergyman. 2 
colloquial any clergyman. o parson’s nose fatty 
flesh at rump of cooked fowl. 


parsonage noun parson’s house. 


part noun 1 some but not all. 2 component, divi- 
sion, portion. 3 portion of body. 4 section of book, 
serial, etc., esp. as much as is issued at one time. 
5 share, allotted portion. 6 person’s share in an 
action etc. 7 assigned character or role. 8 Music 
one of melodies making up harmony of concerted 
music. 9 side in agreement or dispute. 10 
(usually in plural) region; direction, way. 11 (in 
plural) abilities. © verb 1 divide into parts. 2 sep- 
arate; leave one another's company. 3 (+ with) 
give up; hand over. 4 make parting in (hair). 
© adverb partly, in part. o on the part of made or 
done by. part and parcel (usually + of) essential 
part. part-exchange @vioun transaction in 
which article is given as part of payment for 
more expensive one. © verb give (article) thus. 
part of speech grammatical class of words 
(noun, pronoun, adjective, adverb, verb, etc.). 
part-song song for 3 or more voice parts. 
part-time employed for or occupying less than 
normal working week etc. part-timer part-time 
worker. take part be involved. 

m noun 1 bit, some. 2 bit, branch, component, 
constituent, department, division, element, 
fraction, fragment, ingredient, parcel, particle, 
percentage, piece, portion, ramification, scrap, 
section, sector, segment, shard, share, 
subdivision, unit. 3 limb, member, organ. 


partake | partition 


14 chapter, episode, instalment. 5 allotment, bit, 

| percentage, portion, share. 9 faction, party, side. 

| 10 area, district, neighbourhood, quarter, region, 
Military sector, vicinity. © verb 1 detach, 

| disconnect, divide, pull apart, separate, sever, 
split, literary sunder. 2 break away, depart, go 
away, leave, part company, quit, say goodbye, 
separate, split up, withdraw. 3 ( part with) see 


RELINQUISH. O take part see PARTICIPATE. 
a i 


partake /pa:'tetk/ verb (-king; past partook; 
past participle partaken) 1 (+ of, in) take share 
of. 2 (+ of) eat or drink some of. 

parterre /pa:'tea/ noun 1 level garden space 
filled with flower-beds etc. 2 US pit of theatre. 


Partial /‘pa:f(a)l/ adjective 1 not total or com- 
plete. 2 biased, unfair. 3 (+ to) having a liking 
for. o partiality /-Sr'zl-/ noun. partially adverb. 
| u 1 imperfect, incomplete, limited, qualified, 

unfinished. 2 biased, one-sided, partisan, 


prejudiced, unfair. 3 (be partial to) see LIKE? 
verb 1. 


participate /pa:'tisipeit/ verb (-ting) (often + 
in) have share or take part. o participant noun. 
Participation noun. 

| m assist, be active, be involved, cooperate, help, 

partake, take part; ( participate in) contribute to, 

engage in, enter into, join in, share in. 

o participation activity, assistance, complicity, 

contribution, cooperation, engagement, 

involvement, partnership, sharing. 


participle /‘pa:tisip(a)l/ noun word (either 
present participle, e.g. writing, or past parti- 
ciple, e.g. written) formed from verb and used in 
complex verb-forms or as adjective (see panel). 
o participial /-'sip-/ adjective. 

Particle /'pa:tık(ə)l/ noun 1 minute portion of 

matter. 2 smallest possible amount. 3 minor esp. 
indeclinable part of speech. 

| m 1 atom, electron, molecule, neutron, proton, 

quark. 2 atom, bit, crumb, dot, drop, fragment, 

grain, hint, iota, jot, mite, molecule, morsel, mote, 

piece, scintilla, scrap, shred, sliver, colloquial 

smidgen, spark, speck, trace. 
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Particoloured /‘pa:tikaled/ adjective (US 
-colored) of more than one colour. 


Particular /pa'tikjula/ adjective 1 relating to or 
considered as one as distinct from others, 2 
special. 3 scrupulously exact. 4 fastidious 
@noun 1 detail, item. 2 (in plural) detailed 
account. o in particular specifically. o Particu- 
larity /-‘lzer-/ noun. 

n adjective 1 distinct, idiosyncratic, individual, 

peculiar, personal, singular, specific, unique, 

unmistakable. 2 especial, exceptional, important, 
marked, notable, noteworthy, outstanding, 
significant, special, unusual. 3 exact, meticulous, 
painstaking, precise, rigorous, scrupulous, 
thorough. 4 colloquial choosy, critical, 
discriminating, fastidious, finical, finicky, fussy, 

nice, colloquial pernickety, selective. © noun 2 

(particulars) circumstances, details, facts, 

information, colloquial low-down. 


particularize /pa'tikjulerarz/ verb (also -ise) 
(-zing or -sing) 1 name specially or one by one. 2 
specify (items). o particularization noun. 


Particularly adverb 1 very. 2 specifically. 3 in 
a fastidious way. 


Parting noun 1 leave-taking. 2 dividing line of 
combed hair. 
m 1 departure, farewell, going away, leave-taking, 
leaving, saying goodbye, separation, splitting up, 
formal valediction. 


partisan /pa:tr'zen/ noun 1 strong supporter of 
party, side, or cause. 2 guerrilla. © adjective 1 of 
partisans. 2 biased. o partisanship noun. 

u noun 1 adherent, devotee, fanatic, follower, 

supporter, zealot. 2 freedom fighter, guerrilla, 

resistance fighter, underground fighter. 

© adjective biased, bigoted, blinkered, factional, 

fanatical, narrow-minded, one-sided, partial, 

prejudiced, sectarian, unfair. 


Partition /pa:'tif(e)n/ noun 1 division into 
parts. 2 structure dividing a space, esp. light 
interior wall. @ verb 1 divide into parts. 2 (+ off) 
separate with partition. 


Participle 


There are two kinds of participle in English: the present participle, which consists of -ing added to 
the base form of a verb, and the Past participle, which for most verbs consists of -ed added to the 


base form. 
There are three main uses of participles: 
1 with be or have to form different tenses: 
She is relaxing. 
She has relaxed. 
2 toform verbal adjectives: 
a relaxing drink 
a leaving present 
3 to form verbal nouns: 
Idon’t want your leavings. 


| 
ees 
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a noun 1 break-up, division, separation, splitting 
up, split-up. 2 barrier, panel, room divider, screen, 
wall. © verb 1 cut up, divide, parcel out, separate, 
share out, split up, subdivide. 2 ( partition off ) 
screen off, separate off, wall off. 


artitive /‘pa:tit1v/ adjective (of word) denoting 
part of collective whole. © noun partitive word. 


partly adverb 1 with respect to a part. 2 to some 
extent. 

artner /‘pa:tna/ noun 1 sharer; person associ- 
ated with others in business. 2 either of pair in 
marriage etc. or dancing or game. © verb be 
partner of. o partnership noun. 
a noun 1 accessory, accomplice, ally, assistant, 
associate, bedfellow, collaborator, colleague, 
companion, comrade, confederate, helper, mate, 
colloquial sidekick. 2 consort, husband, 
colloquial mate, spouse, wife. 0 partnership 
affiliation, alliance, association, collaboration, 
combination, complicity, confederation, 
cooperation, cooperative, marriage, relationship, 
syndicate, union. 


partridge /‘pa:trid3/ noun (plural same or -s) 
kind of game bird. 


parturition /pa:tju'r1S(e)n/ noun formal child- 
birth. 


party /'pa:tı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 social gather- 
ing. 2 group of people travelling or working 
together. 3 political group putting forward can- 
didates in elections and usually organized on 
national basis. 4 each side in agreement or 
dispute. o party line 1 set policy of political party 
etc. 2 shared telephone line. party wall wall 
common to adjoining rooms, buildings, etc. 
n 1 ball, celebration, dance, colloquial do, festivity, 
function, gathering, colloquial get-together, 
jollification, colloquial knees-up, orgy, colloquial 
Tave-up, reception, colloquial shindig, social 
gathering. 2 see Grour noun 1.3 alliance, 
association, bloc, cabal, camp, often derogatory 
caucus, clique, coalition, faction, junta, league, 
sect, side. 4 camp, faction, side. 


parvenu /‘pa:vanju:/ noun (plural -s; feminine 
parvenue, plural -s) 1 newly rich social climber. 
2 upstart. 


pascal /'pæsk(ə)l/ noun 1 SI unit of pressure. 2 
(Pascal /pzes'ka:]/) computer language designed 
for training. 


Paschal /'pæsk(ə)l/ adjective 1 of Passover. 2 of 
Easter. 


Pasha /'pa:Ja/ noun historical Turkish officer of 
high rank. 


Pasque-flower /‘pzskflava/ noun kind of 
anemone. 


Pass! /pa:s/ verb 1 move onward; proceed. 2 g0 
past; leave on one side or behind. 3 (cause to) be 
transferred from one person or place to another. 
x surpass. 5 go unremarked or uncensured; be 
peared as adequate. 6 move; cause to go. 7 be 
a cessful in (exam). 8 allow (bill in Parliament) 

Proceed. 9 be approved. 10 elapse. 11 happen. 


Partitive | passage 


12 spend (time etc.). 13 Football etc. kick, hand 
or hit (ball etc.) to player of one’s own side. 14 (+ 
into, from) change. 15 come to an end. 16 dis- 
charge from body as or with excreta. 17 utter 
(judgement etc.). 18 forgo one’s turn. e noun 1 
passing, esp. of exam. 2 status of degree without 
honours. 3 written permission, ticket, or order. 
4 Football etc. passing of ball. 5 critical position. 
Omake a pass at colloquial make sexual 
advances to. pass away die. passbook book 
recording customer’s transactions with bank 
etc. passer-by (plural passers-by) person who 
goes past, esp. by chance. pass for be accepted 
as. pass-key 1 private key to gate etc. 2 master 
key. pass off 1 fade away. 2 be carried through 
(in specified way). 3 lightly dismiss. 4 (+ as) mis- 
represent as something false. pass on 1 proceed. 
2 die. 3 transmit to next person in a series. pass 
out 1 become unconscious. 2 complete military 
training. pass over 1 omit. 2 overlook. 3 make 
no remark on. 4 die. pass round 1 distribute. 2 
give to one person after another. pass up collo- 
quial refuse or neglect (opportunity etc.). pass- 
word pre-arranged word or phrase to secure 
recognition, admission, etc. 

u verb 1 move on, proceed, progress, thread one's 
way. 2 go beyond, go past, move past, outstrip, 
overhaul, overtake. 3 circulate, deal out, deliver, 
give, hand over, offer, present, share, submit, 
supply, transfer. 8 agree, approve, authorize, 
confirm, decree, enact, establish, ordain, 
pronounce, ratify, validate. 10 elapse, go by, lapse, 
slip away, tick by. 15 come to an end, disappear, 
fade, go away, melt away, vanish. 18 give in, opt 
out, say nothing, waive one's rights. © noun 3 
authority, authorization, clearance, ID, ID card, 
licence, passport, permission, permit, ticket, 
warrant. o pass away see DIE' 1. passer-by 
bystander, onlooker, witness. pass on 3 see 
TRANSFER Verb 1,2. pass out 1 see FAINT ver 1. 
pass over 1, 2 see IGNORE. 


pass? /pa:s/ noun narrow way through moun- 
tains. 

m canyon, col, cut, defile, gap, gorge, gully, 

opening, passage, ravine, valley. 


passable adjective 1 adequate, fairly good. 2(of 
road etc.) that can be passed. o passably adverb. 

u 1 acceptable, adequate, admissible, allowable, 
all right, fair, indifferent, mediocre, middling, 
moderate, not bad, ordinary, satisfactory, 
colloquial so so, tolerable. 2 clear, navigable, 
open, traversable, unblocked, unobstructed, 

usable. 


passage /'pzesid5/ noun 1 process or means of 
passing; transit. 2 passageway. 3 right to pass 
through. 4 journey by sea or air. 5 transition 
from one state to another. 6 short part of book or 
piece of music etc. 7 duct etc. in body. 
1 advance, flow, lapse (of time), march, crossing, 
movement, moving on, passing, progress, transit. 
2 corridor, esp. US hall, hallway, lobby, 
passageway, route, tunnel, vestibule, way through. 
4 crossing, cruise, journey, voyage. 5 change, 
passing, progression, transition. 6 citation, 


passageway | pastille 


| episode, excerpt, extract, paragraph, part, piece, 
| portion, quotation, scene, section, selection. 


passageway noun narrow way for passing 
along; corridor. 


passé /'pæser/ adjective 1 outmoded. 2 past its 
prime. 

passenger /‘pzsind5a/ noun 1 traveller in or 
on vehicle (other than driver, pilot, crew, etc.). 2 
colloquial idle member of team etc. 


| m 1 commuter, rider, traveller, voyager. 


passerine /'pzsari:n/ noun bird able to grip 
branch etc. with claws. © adjective of passerines. 


passim |'pæsım/ adverb throughout. [Latin] 


Passion /‘pzJ(e)n/ noun 1 strong emotion. 2 
outburst of anger. 3 intense sexual love. 4 strong 
enthusiasm. 5 object arousing this. 6 (the 
Passion) sufferings of Christ during his last 
days. 7 (the Passion) Gospel narrative of this or 
musical setting of it. 0 passion flower plant with 
flower supposed to suggest instruments of Cruci- 
fixion. passion fruit edible fruit of some species 
of passion flower. o passionless adjective. 

m 1, 4 appetite, ardour, avidity, commitment, 

craving, craze, drive, eagerness, emotion, 

enthusiasm, fanaticism, feeling, fervency, fervour, 
fire, flame, frenzy, greed, heat, hunger, infatuation, 
intensity, keenness, love, mania, obsession, thirst, 
urge, urgency, vehemence, zeal, zest. 3 ardour, 

desire, fire, infatuation, love, lust. 


passionate /‘pzJanat/ adjective dominated by, 
easily moved to, or showing passion. o passion- 
ately adverb. 

a ardent, aroused, avid, burning, committed, 

desirous, eager, emotional, enthusiastic, excited, 

fanatical, fervent, fiery, frenzied, heated, hot, 

| impassioned, infatuated, inflamed, intense, 


lustful, manic, obsessive, roused, sexy, urgent, 
vehement, violent, worked up, zealous. 


Passive /'pzsiv/ adjective 1 acted upon; not 
acting. 2 submissive. 3 inert. 4 Grammar (of 
verb) of which subject undergoes action (see 
panel). passive smoking involuntary inhala- 
tion of others’ cigarette smoke. o passively 
adverb. passiveness noun. passivity /-'stv-/ 
noun. 

m 2 apathetic, calm, formal complaisant, 
compliant, deferential, docile, impassive, 
long-suffering, malleable, non-violent, patient, 
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phlegmatic, pliable, receptive, resigned, 
submissive, tame, tractable, unassertive, 
unmoved, unresisting, yielding. 3 inert, inactive, 
quiescent, supine. $ 


Passover /‘pa:sauva/ noun Jewish spring fes- 
tival commemorating Exodus from Egypt. 


Passport /‘pa:spo:t/ noun official document 
showing holder's identity and nationality etc. 
and authorizing travel abroad. 


past /pa:st/ adjective 1 gone by. 2 just over. 3 of 
former time. 4 Grammar expressing past action 
or state. © noun 1 past time or events. 2 Person’s 
past life or career. 3 past tense. o Preposition 
beyond. © adverb so as to pass by. o past it collo- 
quial old and useless. past master expert. 

| m adjective 1 bygone, ended, finished, gone, 
historical, archaicolden (days), overand done with, 
2 last, recent. 3 earlier, former, late, previous, 
sometime. © noun 1 antiquity, days gone by, 
former times, history, old days, archaic olden days. 


pasta /'pæstə/ noun dried flour paste in various 
shapes. 

paste /perst/ noun 1 any moist fairly stiff 
mixture. 2 dough of flour with fat, water, etc. 3 
flour and water or other mixture as adhesive. 4 
meat or fish spread. 5 hard glasslike material 
used for imitation gems. © verb (-ting) 1 fasten 
or coat with paste. 2 slang beat, thrash. u paste- 
board stiff substance made by pasting together 
sheets of paper. o pasting noun. 

u noun 3 adhesive, fixative, glue, gum. 4 paté, 

spread. © verb 1 fasten, fix, glue, stick. 


pastel /‘pzst(a)l/ noun 1 pale shade of colour. 2 
crayon made of dry pigment-paste. 3 drawing in 
pastel. © adjective of pale shade of colour. 

pastern /'pæst(ə)n/ noun part of horse’s foot 
between fetlock and hoof. 

pasteurize /'pa:stforarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or-sing) partially sterilize (milk etc.) by heating. 
o pasteurization noun. 

pastiche /pzs'ti:[/ noun 1 picture or musical 
composition made up from various sources. 2 
literary or other work imitating style of author 
or period etc. 

= 1 blend, composite, compound, hotchpotch, 
medley, mess, miscellany, mixture, patchwork, 
selection. 


pastille /'pæstıl/ noun small sweet or lozenge. 


Passive 
A verb in the passive takes the object or person 


affected by the action as its subject. Passive verbs 


are formed by placing a form of the auxiliary verb be in front of the past participle: 


This proposal will probably be accepted. 
Several people were injured. 
He was hit by a train. 


The passive is often used when the writer does not want to say who exactly is responsible for the 


action in question: 
I'm afraid your ideas have been rejected. 


a 
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e /'pa:starm/ noun recreation; hobby. 
pastime amusement avocation, distraction, 
diversion, entertainment, fun, game, hobby, 
leisure activity, occupation, play, recreation, 
relaxation, sport. 


astor /'pa:stə/ noun minister, esp. of Noncon- 
formist church. 

pastoral ['pa:star(ə)l/ adjective 1 of shepherds. 
2 of (esp. romanticized) rural life. 3 of pastor. 
onoun 1 pastoral poem, play, picture, etc. 2 
letter from bishop or other pastor to clergy or 
people. z 

a adjective 2 agrarian, agricultural, Arcadian, 

bucolic, country, farming, idyllic, outdoor, 

peaceful, provincial, rural, rustic. 3 clerical, 

ecclesiastical, ministerial, parochial, priestly. 


pastrami /pze'stra:mi/ noun seasoned smoked 
beef. ; 
pastry /'perstrı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 dough of 
flour, fat, and water. 2 (item of) food made wholly 
or partly of this. 

pasturage noun 1 pasture land. 2 pasturing. 


pasture /'pa:stfə/ noun 1 land covered with 
grass etc. for grazing animals. 2 herbage for 
animals. © verb(-ring) 1 put (animals) to pasture. 
2 graze. 


n noun 1 field, grassland, grazing, meadow, 
paddock, pasturage. . 


pasty’ /'pæstı/ noun ( plural -ies) pie of meatetc. 
wrapped in pastry and baked without dish. 

pasty’ /‘peisti/ adjective (-ler, -iest) pallid. 

pat! verb (-tt-) strike gently with flat palm or 
other flat surface, esp. in affection etc. © noun 1 
light stroke or tap, esp. with hand in affection 
etc. 2 patting sound. 3 small mass, esp. of butter, 
made (as) by patting. 


l u verb caress, dab, stroke, tap, touch. 


pat? adjective 1 known thoroughly. 2 apposite, 
opportune, esp. glibly so. © adverb in a pat way. 
Ohave off pat have memorized perfectly. 


Patch noun piece put on in mending or as rein- 
forcement. 2 cover protecting injured eye. 3 
large or irregular spot on surface. 4 distinct area 
or period. 5 small plot of ground. © verb 1 mend 
with patch(es), 2 (often + up) piece together. 3 
(+ up) settle (quarrel etc.), esp. hastily. o not a 
Patch on colloquial very much inferior to. patch- 
work stitching together of small pieces of differ- 

ently coloured or textured cloth to form pattern. 

m noun 1 piece, reinforcement. © verb 1 cover, 

darn, fix, mend, reinforce, repair, sew up, stitch up. 


patchy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 uneven in quality. 
having patches. o patchily adverb. 
u 1 bitty, changing, erratic, inconsistent, irregular, 
Be unpredictable, variable, varied, varying. 2 
lotchy, dappled, mottled, speckled, spotty. 


Pate noun colloquial head. 


Pate /'pæter/ noun smooth paste of meat etc. 


 paté de foie gr: :'gra: 
livers GF Bae ‘as abe igra:/paté made from 


pastime | patience 


pital [pa'telo/ noun (plural patellae /-li:/) 


paten /'pæt(ə)n/ noun 
Eucharis / plate for bread at 


patent l'pert(o)nt, ‘peet-/ noun 1 official docu- 
ment conferring right, title, etc., esp. sole right 
to make, use, or sell some invention. 2 invention 
or process so protected. © adjective /'pert(a)nt/ 1 
plain, obvious. 2 conferred or protected by 
patent. 3 (of food, medicine, etc.) proprietary. 
© verb obtain patent for (invention). o patent 
leather glossy varnished leather. o patently 
adverb. 

m adjective 1 apparent, blatant, clear, 

conspicuous, evident, flagrant, manifest, obvious, 

open, plain, self-evident, transparent, 

undisguised, visible. 


patentee /peitan'ti:/ noun holder of patent. 


paterfamilias /peitefe'milizs/ noun male head 
of family etc. 


paternal /pa'ts:n(e)l/ adjective 1 of father, 
fatherly. 2 related through father. 


paternalism noun policy of restricting 
freedom and responsibility by well-meant regu- 
lations. o paternalistic /-'lrs-/ adjective. 


paternity /pə'ts:nıtı/ noun 1 fatherhood. 2 one’s 
paternal origin. 


paternoster /pzta'nnsta/ noun Lord's Prayer, 
esp. in Latin. 


path /pa:0/ noun (plural paths /pa:6z/1 footway, 
track. 2 line along which person or thing moves. 
a pathway 1 path. 2 its course. 

m 4 alley, bridle path, bridleway, footpath, footway, 

pathway, pavement, US sidewalk, towpath, track, 

trail, walk, walkway, way. 2 course, orbit, route, 

trajectory, way. 


pathetic /pə'ðetik/ adjective 1 exciting pity, 
sadness, or contempt. 2 colloquial inadequate. 
u pathetically adverb. 

a 1 affecting, distressing, emotional, emotive, 

heartbreaking, heart-rending, lamentable, 

moving, piteous, pitiable, pitiful, plaintive, 

poignant, sad, stirring, touching, tragic. 2 see 

INADEQUATE 1. 


pathogen ['peeQads(e)n/ noun agent causing 
disease. o pathogenic /-'d3en-/ adjective. 
athological /pæ8ə'lodztk(ə)l/ adjective 1 of 

Ee laa 2 of or caused by mental or physical 
disorder. o pathologically adverb. 


pathology [pe'dvledsi/ noun study of disease. 
a pathologist noun. 

pathos [‘peréos/ noun quality that excites pity 
or sadness. 


| poignancy, sadness, tragedy. 
patience [pers(ans/ noun 1 ability to endure 
delay, hardship, provocation, pain, etc. 2 perse- 
verance. 3 solo card game. 


patient | pause 


[m1 calmness, composure, endurance, 
equanimity, forbearance, fortitude, resignation, 
restraint, self-control, serenity, stoicism, 
tolerance, toleration, colloquial unflappability. 2 
assiduity, determination, diligence, doggedness, 

| endurance, firmness, perseverance, persistence, 

| pertinacity, tenacity. 


patient adjective having or showing patience. 
@noun person under medical etc. treatment. 
o patiently adverb. 
m adjective accommodating, acquiescent, 
assiduous, calm, compliant, composed, 
determined, diligent, docile, dogged, easygoing, 
even-tempered, forbearing, forgiving, 
long-suffering, mild, persevering, persistent, 
philosophical, quiet, resigned, self-possessed, 
serene, steady, stoical, submissive, tenacious, 
tolerant, uncomplaining, unhurried, untiring. 
© noun case, invalid, sufferer. 


eS a 

patina /'pætmə/ noun (plural -s) 1 film, usually 
green, on surface of old bronze etc. 2 gloss pro- 
duced by age on woodwork etc. 

patio /‘pztiay/ noun (plural -s) 1 paved usually 
roofless area adjoining house. 2 roofless inner 
courtyard. 

patisserie /pa'ti:sari/ noun 1 shop where pas- 
tries are made and sold. 2 pastries collectively. 

patois /‘pztwa:/ noun (plural same /-wa:z/) 
regional dialect differing from literary language. 

Patriarch /‘peitria:k/ noun 1 male head of 
family or tribe. 2 chief bishop in Orthodox and 
RC Churches. 3 venerable old man. o patri- 
archal /-'a:k-/ adjective. 

patriarchate l'pertria:kət/ noun 1 office, see, or 
residence of patriarch. 2 rank of tribal patriarch. 

Patriarchy /peitria:k1/ noun (plural -ies) 
male-dominated social system, with descent 
reckoned through male line. 

Patrician /pa'trif(a)n/ noun Person of noble 
birth, esp. in ancient Rome. © adjective of nobil- 
ity; aristocratic. 

Patricide /‘pztrisaid/ noun 1 killing of one’s 
father. 2 person who commits patricide. o patri- 
cidal /-'said(ə)l/ adjective. 

patrimony ľ'pætrmənı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
property inherited from father or ancestors. 2 
heritage. 

patriot /‘peitriat/ noun person devoted to and 
ready to defend his or her country. o patriotic 
/“vt-/ adjective. patriotism noun. 
| m chauvinist, jingo, jingoist, loyalist, nationalist. 


patrol /pə'trəvl/ noun 1 act of walking or travel- 
ling round area etc. to protect or supervise it. 2 
person(s) or vehicle(s) sent out on patrol. 3 unit 
of usually 6 in Scout troop or Guide company. 
© verb (-Il-) 1 carry out patrol of. 2 act as patrol. 
a patrol car car used by police etc. for patrol. 

| u noun 1 beat, guard, policing, sentry duty, 

surveillance, vigilance, watch. 2 guard, lookout, 

sentinel, sentry, watchman. © verb1 defend, 

guard, inspect, police, protect, tour, watch over, 2 

keep a lookout, make the rounds, stand guard, 

walk the beat. 
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Patron /'peitran/ noun (feminine Patroness) 4 
person who gives financial or other support. 2 
customer of shop etc. o patron saint Saint 
regarded as protecting person, place, activity, 
etc. : 

m 1 advocate, backer, benefactor, champion, 

defender, helper, philanthropist, Promoter, 

sponsor, subscriber, supporter. 2 client, Customer 
frequenter, colloquial regular, shopper. : 


patronage /‘pztranid3/ noun 1 patron’s or cus- 
tomer’s support. 2 right of bestowing or recom- 
mending for appointments. 3 condescending 
manner. 
@ 1 backing, business, custom, help, Sponsorship, 
support, trade. 


patronize /‘pztranaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
~sing) 1 treat condescendingly. 2 act as patron 
to. 3 be customer of. a patronizing adjective, 

a 1 humiliate, look down on, colloquial put down, 

talk down to. 2 back, encourage, promote, 

Sponsor, support. 3 bring trade to, buy from, deal 

with, frequent, shop at. o Patronizing see 

SUPERIOR adjective 3. 


patronymic /pztra'nmmik/ noun name derived 
from that of father or ancestor. 


Patten /‘pzt(a)n/ noun historical wooden sole 
mounted on iron ring for raising wearer's shoe 
above mud etc. 


patter' /'pætə/ noun sound of quick light taps or 
steps. © verb (of rain etc.) make this sound. 


patter’ /'pætə/ noun rapid often glib or decep- 
tive talk. © verb say or talk glibly. 


pattern /'pæt(ə)ñù/ noun 1 decorative design on 
surface. 2 regular or logical form, order, etc. 3 
model, design, or instructions from which thing 
is tobemade. 4 excellent example. © verb1 decor- 
ate with pattern. 2 model (thing) on design etc. 
a noun 1 decoration, design, device, figure, motif, 
ornamentation. 2 arrangement, order, plan, 
regularity, sequence, shape, system. 3 archetype, 
example, exemplar, guide, model, original, 
precedent, prototype, sample, specimen. 4 
criterion, ideal, model, Paragon, standard, 
yardstick. 


patty /'pzti/ noun (plural -ies) small pie or 
pasty. 


paucity /‘po:siti/ noun smallness of number or 
quantity. 
paunch /po:;ntf/ noun belly, 
o paunchy adjective. 
pauper /'po:pə/ noun very poor person. 0 pau- 
perism noun. 
pause /pa:2/ noun 1 temporary stop or silence. 
2 Music mark denoting lengthening of note or 
rest. © verb (-sing) make a pause; wait. 
m noun 1 break, colloquial breather, breathing 
Space, caesura, check, delay, gap, halt, hesitation, 
hiatus, hold-up, interlude, intermission, F. 
interruption, interval, lacuna, lapse, colloquial 
let-up, lull, moratorium, respite, rest, standstill, 
stop, stoppage, suspension, wait. © verb break 
off, delay, falter, halt, hang back, hesitate, mark 


stomach. 
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time, rest, stop, take a break, colloquial take a 
breather, wait. 


avane /pe'va:n/ noun (also pavan /'pzev(a)n/) 
4 historical stately dance. 2 music for this. 

pave verb (-ving) cover (street, floor, etc.) with 
durable surface. o pave the way (usually + for) 
make preparations. o paving noun. 


n asphalt, concrete, flag, macadamize, surface, 
| tarmac, tile. oO pave the way see PREPARE 1. 
pavement noun paved footway at side of road. 


o pavement artist artist who draws in chalk on 
pavement for tips. 


| footpath, US sidewalk. 


pavilion /pa'viljan/ noun 1 building on sports 
ground for spectators or players. 2 summer 
house etc. in park. 3 large tent. 4 building or 
stand at exhibition. 
pavlova /pzv'lavva/ noun meringue dessert 
with cream and fruit filling. 
paw noun 1 foot of animal with claws. 2 collo- 
quial person’s hand. © verb 1 touch with paw. 2 
colloquial fondle awkwardly or indecently. 
pawn! noun 1 chessman of smallest size and 
value. 2 person subservient to others’ plans. 
pawn?’ verb 1 deposit (thing) as security for 
money borrowed. 2 pledge. cin pawn held as 
security. pawnbroker person who lends money 
at interest on security of personal property. 
pawnshop pawnbroker’s place of business. 
Pawpaw (/‘po:po:/ noun (also papaya /pa'pata/) 1 
pear-shaped mango-like fruit with pulpy orange 
flesh. 2 tropical tree bearing this. 
pay verb (past & past participle paid) 1 discharge 
debt to. 2 give as due. 3 render, bestow (attention 
etc.). 4 make (visit, call, etc.). 5 yield adequate 
return. 6 let out (rope) by slackening it. 7 reward 
or punish. @noun wages. din the pay of 
employed by. pay-as-you-earn collection of 
income tax by deduction at source from wages 
etc. pay back 1 return (money). 2 take revenge 
on (person). pay claim demand for increase in 
pay. pay day day on which wages are paid. pay 
for 1 hand over money for. 2 bear cost of. 3 suffer 
or be punished for. paying guest lodger. payload 
part of (esp. aircraft’s) load from which revenue 
is derived. paymaster official who pays troops, 
workmen, etc. Paymaster General Treasury 
minister responsible for payments. pay off 1 pay 
in full and discharge. 2 colloquial yield good 
results. pay-off noun colloquial 1 payment. 2 
climax. 3 end result. pay out spend. payphone 
coin box telephone. payroll list of employees 
receiving regular pay. pay up pay full amount 
(of). 0 payee /per'i:/ noun. 
m verb 1 compensate, indemnify, pay back, pay off, 
recompense, reimburse, remunerate, repay, 
requite. 2 bear the cost of, slang cough up, foot, 
Slang fork out, honour, meet, pay back, pay off, pay 
up, refund, reimburse, repay, settle, spend, 
Colloquial stump up. 5 avail, benefit, be profitable, 
Colloquial pay off, produce results, prove 
worthwhile, yield a return. © noun earnings, 
emolument, fee, gain, honorarium, income, money, 
Payment, profit, recompense, reimbursement, 


pavane | peach 


remittance, remuneration, return, salary, 
settlement, stipend, take-home pay, wages. O pay 
back 1 see REPAY 1-3. 2 see RETALIATE. pay for 3 
atone for, be punished for, make amends for, make 
up for, suffer for. 


payable adjective that must or may be paid. 
PAYE abbreviation pay-as-you-earn. 


payment oun 1 paying; amount paid. 2 recom- 
pense. 

@ 1 advance, alimony, allowance, charge, 
commission, contribution, cost, deposit, 
disbursement, donation, expenditure, fare, fee, 
figure, fine, instalment, loan, outgoings, outlay, 
pocket money, premium, price, ransom, rate, 
remittance, remuneration, royalty, colloquial sub, 
subscription, supplement, surcharge, tip, toll, 
wage. 2 compensation, recompense, return, 
reward, 


payola /per'avla/ noun esp. US slang bribe 
offered for unofficial media promotion of product 
etc. 


PC abbreviation 1 Police Constable. 2 personal 
computer. 3 politically correct; political cor- 
rectness. 4 Privy Councillor. 


p.c. abbreviation 1 per cent. 2 postcard. 
pd. abbreviation paid. 
PE abbreviation physical education. 


pea noun 1 climbing plant bearing round edible 
seeds in pods. 2 one of its seeds. 3 similar plant. 
a pea-souper colloquial thick yellowish fog. 


peace noun 1 quiet, calm. 2 freedom from or 
cessation of war. 3 treaty ending war. 4 civil 
order. 5 state ofharmony. 0 peacemaker person 
who brings about peace. peacetime time when 
country is not at war. 

u 1 calm, calmness, peacefulness, placidity, quiet, 

repose, serenity, silence, stillness, tranquillity. 2, 

5 accord, agreement, amity, conciliation, concord, 

friendliness, harmony. 3 alliance, armistice, 

ceasefire, pact, treaty, truce. 4 see ORDER NOUN 5. 

u peacemaker adjudicator, appeaser, arbitrator, 

conciliator, diplomat, intercessor, intermediary, 

mediator, reconciler, referee, umpire. 


peaceable adjective disposed or tending to 
peace; peaceful. 

n amicable, civil, conciliatory, cooperative, 

friendly, gentle, harmonious, inoffensive, mild, 

non-violent, pacific, peaceful, peace-loving, 

placid, temperate, understanding. 


peaceful adjective 1 characterized by peace; 
serene. 2 not infringing peace. o peacefully 
adverb. peacefulness noun. 

1 balmy, calm, easy, gentle, pleasant, quiet, 

relaxing, restful, serene, slow-moving, soothing, 

still, tranquil, undisturbed, unruffled, untroubled. 2 

see PEACEABLE. 


peach! noun 1 roundish juicy fruit with downy 
yellow or rosy skin. 2 tree bearing it. 3 
yellowish-pink colour. 4 colloquial person or 
thing of superlative merit. 0 peach Melba dish 


peach | pedal 


of ice cream and peaches. o peachy adjective 
(-ier, -iest). 
peach? verb colloquial turn informer; inform. 


peacock /'pi:kok/ noun (plural same or -s) 
male peafowl; bird with brilliant plumage and 
erectile fanlike tail. o peacock blue bright lus- 
trous greenish blue of peacock’s neck. peacock 
butterfly butterfly with eyelike markings resem- 
bling those on peacock’s tail. 

peafowl /‘pi:faul/ noun 1 kind of pheasant. 2 
peacock or peahen. 


peahen /‘pi:hen/ noun female peafowl. 


peak’ noun 1 pointed top, esp. of mountain. 2 
stiff projecting brim at front of cap. 3 highest 
point ofachievement, intensity, etc. © verbreach 
highest value, quality, etc. 
| m noun 1 apex, brow, cap, crest, crown, eminence, 
| hill, mountain, pinnacle, point, ridge, summit, tip, 
| top. 3 acme, apex, apogee, climax, consummation, 
| crown, culmination, height, pinnacle, zenith. 


peak? verb 1 waste away. 2 (as peaked adjective) 
pinched-looking. 

peaky adjective (-ier, -iest) sickly, puny. 

peal noun 1 loud ringing of bell(s). 2 set of bells. 

3 loud repeated sound, esp. of laughter, thunder, 

etc. © verb 1 (cause to) sound in peal. 2 utter son- 

orously. 

| m noun 1 carillon, chime, chiming, clangour, knell, 

ringing, tintinnabulation, toll. 3 clangour, clap, 

crash, reverberation, roar, thunder. © verb 1 

chime, clang, resonate, ring, sound, toll. 


peanut noun 1 plant bearing underground pods 
containing seeds used as food and yielding oil. 2 
its seed. 3 (in plural) colloquial trivial amount, 
esp. of money. o peanut butter paste of ground 
roasted peanuts. 


pear /pea/ noun 1 fleshy fruit tapering towards 


Stalk. 2 tree bearing it. 


pearl /ps:l/ noun 1 rounded lustrous usually 
white solid formed in shell of certain oysters and 
prized as gem. 2 imitation of this. 3 precious 
thing; finest example. overb 4 poetical (of 
moisture) form drops; form drops on. 2 fish for 
pearls. o pearl barley barley rubbed into small 
rounded grains. pearl button button of (real or 
imitation) mother-of-pearl. 


pearly adjective (-ier,-iest)1 resemblinga pearl. 
2 adorned with pearls. © noun (plural -ies) 1 
pearly king or queen. 2 (in plural) pearly king’s 
or queen’s clothes. ū Pearly Gates colloquial 
gates of Heaven. pearly king, queen London cost- 
ermonger, or his wife, wearing clothes covered 
with pear] buttons. 


peasant /‘pez(a)nt/ noun 1 (in some countries) 
worker on land; farm labourer; small farmer. 2 
poked lout, boor. o peasantry noun (plural 
es). 

E 1 rustic, historical serf, archaic swain. 2 boor, 

bumpkin, churl, lout, oaf, yokel. 


pease-pudding /pi:z/ noun dried peas boiled 
in cloth. 


.946 


peat noun 1 vegetable matter decomposed p 
water and partly carbonized. 2 piece of this as 
fuel. o peatbog bog composed of Peat. o peaty ` 
adjective. 

pebble /'peb(ə)l/ noun small stone made smooth 
by action of water. o pebble-dash mortar with 
pebbles in it as wall-coating. o Pebbly adjective 

u ( pebbles) cobbles, gravel, stones. i 


pecan /'pi:kən/ noun 1 pinkish-brown smooth 
nut. 2 kind of hickory producing it. 


peccadillo /peka'dilau/ noun (plural -es or -s) 
trivial offence. 


peck' verb 1 strike, pick up, pluck out, or make 
(hole) with beak. 2 kiss hastily or perfunctorily. 
3 (+ at) colloquial eat (meal) listlessly or fastidi- 
ously. © noun 1 stroke with beak. 2 hasty or per- 
functory kiss. 0 pecking order social hierarchy. 


peck? noun measure of capacity for dry goods (2 
gallons, 9.092 litres). 


pecker noun u keep your pecker up colloquial 
stay cheerful. 


peckish adjective colloquial hungry. 


pectin /‘pektm/ noun soluble gelatinous sub- 
stance in ripe fruits, causing jam etc. to set. 


pectoral /'pektər(ə)l/ adjective of or for breast 
or chest. © noun pectoral fin or muscle. 


peculate /'pekjuleit/ verb embezzle (money). 
O peculation /-'let{(a)n/ noun. peculator noun. 


peculiar /pr'kju:lia/ adjective 1 odd. 2 (usually + 
to) belonging exclusively; belonging to the indi- 
vidual. 3 particular; special. 

u 1 aberrant, abnormal, anomalous, atypical, 

bizarre, curious, deviant, eccentric, exceptional, 

freakish, funny, odd, offbeat, outlandish, out of the 
ordinary, quaint, queer, quirky, strange, 
surprising, uncommon, unconventional, unusual, 
colloquial weird. 2, 3 characteristic, different, 
distinctive, identifiable, idiosyncratic, individual, 
natural, particular, personal, private, singular, 
special, unique, unmistakable. 


peculiarity /pikju:lrzeriti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
oddity. 2 characteristic. 3 being peculiar. 
m 1 aberration, abnormality, eccentricity, foible, 
idiosyncrasy, oddity, quirk. 2 characteristic, 
feature, idiosyncrasy, mannerism, property, 
quality, singularity, speciality, trait. 3 difference, 
distinctiveness, outlandishness, strangeness, 
uniqueness. 


peculiarly adverb 1 more than usually; especi- 
ally. 2 oddly. 

pecuniary /pr'kju:niari/ adjective of or in 
money. 

pedagogue /‘pedagng/ noun 1 archaic School 
master. 2 pedantic teacher. o pedagogica! 
/gogik(e)l, ‘god3tk(e)l/ adjective. a 

pedagogy /'pedagnd31/ noun science of teach- 
ing. o pedagogics /-'gnd3iks, -'gogrks/ adjective. 

pedal /‘ped(e)l/ noun lever or key operated By 
foot, esp. in bicycle, motor vehicle, or some 
musical instruments. @ verb (-Il-; US -1-) 1 wor! 
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pedals (of). 2 ride bicycle. © adjective |'pi:d(ə)l/ of 
foot or feet. 


edant /'ped(ə)nt/ noun derogatory person who 
insists on strict adherence to literal meaning or 


- formal rules. o pedantic /pr'dzentik/ adjective. 


pedantry noun. 
a a pedantic academic, bookish, doctrinaire, 
donnish, dry, exact, fastidious, formal, fussy, 
hair-splitting, inflexible, learned, colloquial 
nit-picking, pompous, precise, punctilious, 
scholarly, schoolmasterly, stiff, stilted, strict, 
stuffy, unimaginative. 


peddle /'ped(ə)l/ verb (ling) 1 sell as pedlar; 
engage in selling, esp. as pedlar. 2 advocate. 3 
sell (drugs) illegally. 


a slang flog, hawk, market, colloquial push, sell, 
| traffic in, vend. 


peddler noun 1 person who sells drugs illegally. 
2 US = PEDLAR. 


pedestal /‘pedist(2)l/ noun 1 base of column. 2 
block on which something stands. o put (or set) 
ona pedestal idolize. 


pedestrian /pr'destrien/ noun walker, esp. in 
town. adjective 1 of or for pedestrians. 2 
prosaic, dull. o pedestrian crossing part ofroad 
where pedestrians have right of way to cross. 
n pedestrianize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing). 
u noun footslogger, walker. © adjective 1 
pedestrianized, traffic-free. 2 banal, boring, 
dreary, dull, commonplace, lifeless, mundane, 
ordinary, prosaic, run-of-the-mill, tedious, 
unimaginative, uninteresting. 


pedicure /‘pedikjua/ noun care or treatment of 
feet, esp. of toenails. 

pedigree /‘pedigri:/ moun 1 recorded (esp. 
distinguished) line of descent of person or 
animal. 2 genealogical table. 3 colloquial thing's 
history. © adjective (of animal) having recorded 
line of descent showing pure breeding. 

m noun 1 ancestry, blood, descent, extraction, 

family, family history, genealogy, line, lineage, 

parentage, roots, stock, strain. © adjective 

pure-bred, thoroughbred. 


pediment /‘pedmant/ noun triangular part 
crowning front of building, esp. over portico. 


pedlar /'pedlə/ noun (US peddler) travelling 
Seller of small wares. 


m door-to-door salesman, hawker, colloquial 
pusher, seller, trafficker, vendor. 
pedometer /pr'domita/ noun instrument for 
estimating distance travelled on foot. 
Pedophile US = PAEDOPHILE. 


peduncle /prdank(@)l/ noun stalk of flower, 
E uit, or cluster, esp. main stalk bearing solitary 
ower. 


Pee colloquial verb (pees, peed) urinate. © noun 
1 urination. 2 urine. 


Peek noun & verb peep, glance. 


Peel verb 1 strip rind etc. from. 2 (usually + off) 
take off (skin etc.). 3 become bare of bark, skin, 


pedant | Pekingese 


etc, 4 (often + off) flake off. 5 (often + aff) collo- 
quialundress, strip. © nounrind or outer coating 
of fruit, potato, etc. 

m verb 4, 2 denude, flay, hull, pare, skin, strip. 5 
see UNDRESS verb 1. © noun coating, rind, skin. 


peeling noun (usually in plural) piece peeled 
off, 


peep’ verb 1 look furtively or through narrow 
aperture. 2 come cautiously or partly into view; 
emerge. © noun 1 furtive or peering glance. 2 
(usually + of) first appearance. o peephole 
small hole to peep through. Peeping Tom furtive 
voyeur. peep-show exhibition of pictures etc. 
viewed through lens or peephole. 


m verb 1 glance, have a look, look, peek, squint. 2 
see SHOW verb 1, EMERGE. 


peep? verb cheep, squeak. @ oun 1 cheep, 
squeak. 2 slight sound, utterance, or complaint. 


peer" verb look closely or with difficulty. 


| m gaze, have a look, look, spy, squint. 


peer? noun 1 (feminine peeress) duke, marquis, 
earl, viscount, or baron. 2 equal (esp. in civil 
standing or rank). o peer group person's associ- 
ates of same status. 
a 1 aristocrat, baron, baroness, count, countess, 
duchess, duke, earl, grandee, lady, lord, 
marchioness, marquis, noble, nobleman, 
noblewoman, patrician, viscount, viscountess; 
(peers) aristocracy, nobility, peerage. 2 colleague, 
compeer, equal, fellow. 


peerage noun 1 peers as a class. 2 rank of peer 
or peeress. 

peerless adjective unequalled. 

peeve colloquial verb (-ving) (usually as peeved 
adjective) irritate. © noun cause or state ofannoy- 
ance. 

peevish adjective querulous, irritable.  peev- 
ishly adverb. peevishness oun. 

u bad-tempered, cantankerous, churlish, crabby, 

crusty, curmudgeonly, grumpy, ill-humoured, 

irritable, petulant, querulous, testy, touchy, 

waspish. 


peewit /‘pi:wit/ noun lapwing. 

peg noun 1 wooden, metal, etc. bolt or pin for 
holding things together, hanging things on, etc. 
2 each of pins used to tighten or loosen strings of 
violin etc. 3 forked wooden peg etc. for hanging 
washing on line. 4 drink, esp. of spirits. @ verb 
(-gg-) 1 (usually + down, in, etc.) fix, mark, or 
hang out (as) with peg(s). 2 keep (prices etc.) 
stable. o off the peg (ofclothes) ready-made. peg 
away (often + at) work persistently. pegboard 
board with holes for pegs. peg out 1 slang die. 2 
mark out boundaries of. 


ua noun 1 bolt, dowel, pin, rod, stick, thole-pin. 
| © verb 1 see FASTEN 1. 
pejorative /pr'dzorətrv/ adjective derogatory. 
@ noun derogatory word. 
peke noun colloquial Pekingese. 


Pekingese /pi:kr'ni:z/ noun (also Pekinese) 


pelargonium | penitent 


(plural same) dog of small short-legged snub- 
nosed breed with long silky hair. 

pelargonium /pelə'gəvniəm/ noun plant with 
showy flowers; geranium. 

pelf noun money, wealth. 

pelican /'pelikan/ noun large waterfowl with 
pouch below bill for storing fish. o pelican 
crossing road crossing-place with traffic lights 
operated by pedestrians. 

pellagra /pa'legre/ noun deficiency disease 
with cracking of skin. 

pellet /‘pelit/ noun 1 small compressed ball of a 
substance. 2 pill. 3 small shot. 


pellicle /‘pelrk(2)I/ noun thin skin, membrane, 
film. 


pell-mell /pel'mel/ adverb 1 headlong. 2 in dis- 
order. 

pellucid /prlu:sid/ adjective transparent, clear. 

pelmet /‘pelmit/ noun hanging border con- 
cealing curtain-rods etc. 

pelt’ verb 1 assail with missiles, abuse, etc. 2 (of 
rain) come down hard. 3runat full speed. © noun 
Pelting. 


| m verb 1 assail, bombard, shower, strafe, throw. 
a re er ale Pal la 


pelt? noun skin of animal, esp. with hair or fur 
still on it. 


| m coat, fur, hide, skin. 


pelvis /‘pelvis/ noun lower abdominal cavity in 
most vertebrates, formed by haunch bones etc. 
o pelvic adjective. 
pen’ noun implement for writing with ink. 
@verb (-nn-) write. apenfriend friend with 
whom one communicates by letter only. pen- 
knife small folding knife. pen-name literary 
pseudonym. pen pal colloquial penfriend. 
pen-pusher colloquial derogatory clerical 
worker. 
m noun ballpoint, Proprietary term Biro, felt-tip 
pen, fountain pen, quill. 


pen? noun small enclosure for cows, 


sheep, 
poultry, etc. © verb (-nn-) enclose; put or keep in 
confined space. 
m noun coop, US corral, enclosure, fold, hutch, 
Pound. 


pen? noun female swan. 


penal /'pi:n(ə)l/ adjective 1 of or involving pun- 
ishment. 2 punishable. 

penalize /'pi:nəlarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 subject to penalty or disadvantage. 2 
make punishable. 

| m 1 discipline, fine, impose a penalty on, punish. 


penalty /‘penaltt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 fine or 
other punishment. 2 disadvantage, loss, etc., esp. 
as result of one’s own actions. 3 disadvantage 
Imposed in sports for breach of rules etc, 
o penalty area Football area in front of goal 
within which breach of rules involves award of 
penalty kick for opposing team. penalty kick free 
kick at goal from close range. 
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u noun 1 fine, forfeit, punishment. 2 disadvantage 
price. d 


penance /'penəns/ noun act ofselfpunishment, 
esp. one imposed by priest, performed as expres. 
sion of penitence. odo penance Perform 
penance, 

u amends, atonement, contrition, penitence, 

punishment, reparation. a do penance see 

ATONE. 


pence plural of penny. 


penchant /'pa fa / noun (+ for) inclination or 
liking for. 

pencil /'pens(ə)l/ noun 1 instrument for drawing 
or writing, esp. of graphite enclosed in wooden 
cylinder or metal case with tapering end. 2 some- 
thing used or shaped like this. © verb (-ll-; US -1-) 
write, draw, or mark with pencil. 


pendant /‘pend(a)nt/ noun ornament hung from 
necklace etc. 


pendent /‘pend(e)nt/ adjective formal 1 hang- 
ing; overhanging. 2 pending. 

a 1 dangling, hanging, loose, pendulous, 

suspended, swaying, swinging, trailing. 


pending /‘pendm/ adjective awaiting decision 
or settlement. © preposition 1 until. 2 during. 

u adjective about to happen, forthcoming, 

imminent, impending, in the offing, undecided. 


pendulous /'pendjoləs/ adjective hanging 
down; swinging. 

pendulum /‘pendjulem/ noun (plural -s) body 
suspended so as to be free to swing, esp. regulat- 
ing movement of clock’s works. 


penetrate /‘penitreit/ verb (-ting) 1 make way 
into or through; pierce. 2 permeate. 3 see into or 
through. 4 be absorbed by the mind. 5 (as pene- 
trating adjective) having or suggesting insight. 6 
(as penetrating adjective) (of voice) easily heard 
above other sounds; piercing. o penetrable 
/-trab(e)l/ adjective. penetration noun. 

© 1 bore through, break through, drill into, enter, 

get into, get through, infiltrate, lance, perforate, 

pierce, probe, puncture, stab, stick in. 2 filter 

through, impregnate, percolate through, 

permeate, pervade, seep into, suffuse. 


penguin /‘pengwin/ noun flightless seabird of 
southern hemisphere. 

penicillin /penr'silm/ noun antibiotic obtained 
from mould. 

peninsula /pr'ninsjule/ noun piece of land 
almost surrounded by water or projecting far 
into sea etc. o peninsular adjective. 

penis /'pi:nis/ noun sexual and (in mammals) 
urinatory organ of male animal. 

penitent /‘penit(a)nt/ adjective repentant. 
©noun 1 penitent person. 2 person co 
penance. o penitence noun. penitently adverb. 

m adjective apologetic, conscience-stricken, 

contrite, regretful, remorseful, repentant, rueful, 

shamefaced, sorry. 
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penitential /penrtenJ(a)l/ adjective of penit- 
ence or penance. 

penitentiary /penr'tenfort/ noun (plural -ies) 
US prison. © adjective of penance or reformatory 
treatment. 
enman oun 1 person who writes by hand with 
specified skill. 2 author. o penmanship noun. 


pennant /‘penant/ noun tapering flag, esp. that 
at masthead of ship in commission. 


penniless /‘penilis/ adjective destitute. 


pennon /‘penan/ noun 1 long narrow triangular 
or swallow-tailed flag. 2 long pointed streamer 
on ship. 


[2 banner, flag, pennant, standard, streamer. 


penny /‘pent/ noun (plural pence or, for separ- 

ate coins only, pennies) British coin worth 1/100 
of pound, or formerly 1/240 of pound. 
Openny-farthing early kind of bicycle with 
large front wheel and small rear one. penny- 
pinching moun meanness. adjective mean. 
a pretty penny a large sum of money. 


pennyroyal /pent'rotel/ noun creeping kind of 
mint. 


penology /pi:'nvlad31/ noun study of punish- 
ment and prison management. 

pension! /‘penJ(e)n/ noun periodic payment 
made by government, ex-employer, private fund, 
etc. to person above specified age or to retired, 
widowed, disabled, etc. person. overb grant 
pension to. pension off dismiss with pension. 


| m noun annuity, benefit, superannuation. 


pension? /pa -sjo J noun European, esp. French, 
boarding house. [French] 

pensionable adjective entitled or entitling 
Person to pension. 

Pensioner noun recipient of (esp. retirement) 
pension. 

pensive /‘pensiv/ adjective deep in thought. 
O pensively adverb. pensiveness noun. 

u brooding, cogitating, contemplative, 

daydreaming, far-away, lost in thought, 

Meditative, reflective, ruminative, thoughtful. 


Pent adjective (often + in, up) closely confined; 
shut in. 


penta- combining form five. 


Pentacle /'pentək(ə)l/ noun figure used as 
symbol, esp. in magic, e.g. pentagram. 


pentagon I‘pentagan/ noun 1 plane figure with 
5 sides and angles. 2 (the Pentagon) (pentagonal 
eadquarters of) leaders of US defence forces. 
pentagonal /-'tæg-/ adjective. 
Pentagram /‘pentagraem/ noun 5-pointed star. 
Pentameter /pen'teemita/ noun line of verse 
With 5 metrical feet. 


Pentateuch [‘pentatju:k/ noun first 5 books of 
Old Testament. 


Pentathlon /pen‘tze0lan/ noun athletic contest 
of5 events. o pentathlete noun. 


Pentecost l'pentrkost/ noun 1 Whit Sunday. 2 


Eo 


penitential | pepsin 


Jewish harvest festival 50 days after second day 
of Passover. 

pentecostal [pentrkost(ə)l/ adjective (of reli- 
Slous group) emphasizing divine gifts, esp. 
healing, and often fundamentalist. 

penthouse ['penthaus/ noun flat on roof or top 
floor of tall building. 

penultimate [pr'naltmat/ adjective &nounlast 
but one. 

penumbra /pr'nambra/ noun ( plural-s or-brae 
/-bri:/) 1 partly shaded region round shadow of 
Opaque body. 2 partial shadow. a penumbral 
adjective. 

penurious /pr'njuarias/ adjective 1 poor. 2 
stingy. 

penury /'penjori/ noun (plural-ies) destitution, 
poverty. 

@ beggary, destitution, impoverishment, 

indigence, need, poverty, want. 


peon /'pi:an/ noun Spanish-American day- 
labourer. 
peony /'pi:ant/ noun (also paeony) (plural -ies) 
plant with large globular red, pink, or white 
flowers. 
people /'pi:p(ə)l/ plural noun 1 persons in 
general. 2 (singular) race or nation. 3 (the 
people) ordinary people, esp. as electorate. 4 
parents or other relatives. 5 subjects. © verb 
(ling) 1 (usually + with) fill with people; popu- 
late. 2 (esp. as peopled adjective) inhabit. 
| m noun 1 folk, human beings, humanity, humans, 
individuals, ladies and gentlemen, mankind, men 
and women, mortals, persons. 2 nation, race, tribe. 
3 (the people) citizenry, citizens, community, 
electorate, grass roots, hoi polloi, the masses, 
nation, colloquial the plebs, populace, population, 
the public, society, subjects. 4 clan, family, folk, 
kinsmen, kith and kin, parents, relations, relatives, 
usually derogatory tribe. @ verb colonize, fill, 
inhabit, occupy, populate, settle. 


PEP /pep/ abbreviation Personal Equity Plan. 

pep colloquial noun vigour, spirit. © verb (-pp-) 
(usually + up) fill with vigour. o pep pill one con- 
taining stimulant drug. pep talk exhortation to 
greater effort or courage. 

pepper /‘pepa/ noun 1 hot aromatic condiment 
from dried berries of some plants. 2 capsicum 
plant. 3 its fruit. @ verb 1 sprinkle or flavour with 
pepper. 2 pelt with missiles. o pepper-and-salt 
ofclosely mingled dark and light colour. pepper- 
corn 1 dried pepper berry. 2 (in full peppercorn 
rent) nominal rent. pepper-mill mill for grinding 
peppercorns by hand. 

peppermint noun 1 species of mint grown for 
its strong-flavoured oil. 2 sweet flavoured with 
this oil. 3 the oil. 

pepperoni /pepe'reunt/ noun sausage seasoned 
with pepper. 

peppery adjective 1 of, like, or abounding in 
pepper. 2 hot-tempered. 

pepsin /'pepsm/ noun enzyme contained in 
gastric juice. 


peptic | perfectionism 


peptic /‘peptik/ adjective digestive. u peptic 
ulcer one in stomach or duodenum. 

per preposition 1 for each. 2 by, by means of, 
through. 


peradventure /parad'ventJa/ adverb archaic 
perhaps. 


perambulate /pa'reembjolett/ verb (-ting) walk 
through, over, or about. o perambulation noun. 


perambulator noun formal pram. 
per annum /per 'ænəm/ adverb for each year. 


per capita /pa ‘kepita/ adverb & adjective for 
each person. 

perceive /pə'si:v/ verb (-ving) 1 become aware 
of by one of senses. 2 apprehend; understand. 
o perceivable adjective. 
| m 1 become aware of, catch sight of, descry, 
| detect, discern, discover, distinguish, espy, 
| glimpse, hear, identify, make out, note, notice, 
| observe, recognize, see, colloquial spot. 2 
H appreciate, apprehend, comprehend, deduce, feel, 
j figure out, gather, grasp, infer, know, realize, 
į sense, understand. 


per cent /pa'sent/(US percent) adverb in every 
hundred. @ noun 1 percentage. 2 one part in 
every hundred. 


percentage oun 1 rate or proportion percent. 
2 proportion. 

percentile /pə'sentarl/ noun 1 each of 99 points 
at which a range of data is divided to make 100 
groups of equal size. 2 each of these groups. 


perceptible /pa'septib(0)1/ adjective that can be 
perceived. operceptibility noun. perceptibly 
adverb. 

į a appreciable, audible, detectable, discernible, 
distinct, distinguishable, evident, identifiable, 
manifest, marked, notable, noticeable, 
observable, obvious, palpable, perceivable, plain, 
recognizable, unmistakable, visible. 


perception /pe'seps(a)n/ noun act or faculty of 
perceiving. O perceptual /-'septSual/ adjective. 
m appreciation, apprehension, awareness, 
| cognition, comprehension, consciousness, 
| discernment, insight, instinct, intuition, 


knowledge, observation, realization, recognition, 

| sensation, sense, understanding, view. 
perceptive /pə'septrv/ adjective 1 sensitive; 

discerning. 2 capable of perceiving. o percep- 
tively adverb. perceptiveness noun. 

m acute, alert, astute, attentive, aware, clear, 

clever, discerning, discriminating, intelligent, 

observant, penetrating, percipient, perspicacious, 

quick, responsive, sensitive, sharp, sharp-eyed, 


shrewd, sympathetic, understanding. 


perch'noun1 bird's resting place above ground. 
2 high place for person or thing to rest on. 3 
historical measure of length (542 yds). © verb rest 
or place on perch. 
u noun 1 rest, resting place, roost. © verb balance, 
rest, roost, settle, sit. 
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perch? noun (plural same or -es) edible 


spiny-finned freshwater fish. 
perchance /pə'tfa:ns/ adverb archaic Maybe. 
percipient /pa'sipront/ adjective percejy 
conscious. O percipience noun. Percipiently 
adverb. y 
percolate /‘ps:kaleit/ verb (-ting) 1 (ofte: 
through) filter gradually. 2 (ofidea etc.) permeate 
gradually. 3 prepare (coffee) in percolator 
o percolation noun. H 
percolator noun apparatus for making coffee 
by circulating boiling water through ground 
beans. 
percussion /po'kaJ(@)n/ noun 1 playing of 
music by striking instruments with sticks etc. 2 
such instruments collectively. 3 gentle tapping 
of body in medical diagnosis. 4 forcible striking 
of body against another. o percussionist noun, 
percussive adjective. 


perdition /pa'dif(a)n/ noun damnation. 


m damnation, doom, downfall, hell, ruin, ruination. 


peregrine /‘perigrm/ noun (in full peregrine 
falcon) kind of falcon. 

peremptory /pa'remptari/ adjective 1 admit- 
ting no denial or refusal. 2 imperious. O per- 
emptorily adverb. 


perennial /pa'rentel/ adjective 1 lasting 
through the year. 2 (of plant) living several 
years. 3 lasting long or for ever. © moun peren- 
nial plant. o perennially adverb. 


perestroika /pere'stroike/ noun (in former 
USSR) reform of economic and political system. 


perfect adjective /'p3:fikt/ 1 complete; not defi- 
cient. 2 faultless. 3 very enjoyable. 4 exact; 
precise. 5 entire; unqualified. 6 Grammar (of 
tense) expressing completed action. overb 
/pe'fekt/ 1 make perfect. 2 complete. © noun 
/'pa:fikt/ perfect tense. a perfect pitch Music 
ability to recognize pitch of note. 
u adjective 1 absolute, complete, completed, 
consummate, finished, whole. 2 blameless, 
excellent, exemplary, faultless, flawless, ideal, 
immaculate, incomparable, in mint condition, 
irreproachable, matchless, pure, sinless, spotless, 
superlative, unbeatable, undamaged, 
unexceptionable, unimpeachable. 4 accurate, 
authentic, correct, exact, faithful, immaculate, 
Impeccable, precise, tailor-made, true. 5 absolute, 
complete, entire, thorough, unqualified, utter. 
© verb 1 see REFINE 2. 2 bring to fruition, carry 
through, complete, consummate, effect, execute, 
finish, fulfil, realize, see through. 


perfection /pa'fekj(e)n/ noun 1 being a 
making perfect. 2 perfect state. 3 perfect perso™ 
specimen, etc. 

@ 1 accomplishment, achievement, completi 

consummation, end, fruition, fulfilment, 

realization. 2 beauty, completeness, excellence, 
faultlessness, flawlessness, ideal, precision, 
purity, wholeness. 


ion, 


ae uit 
perfectionism noun uncompromising Pus 


of perfection. o perfectionist noun. 
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perfectly adverb 1 quite, completely. 2 in a 
perfect way. 

perfidy /‘ps:fidi/ noun breach of faith; treachery, 
o perfidious /-'fid-/ adjective, 

perforate /‘ps:foreit/ verb (-ting) 1 pierce; make 
hole(s) through. 2 make row of small holes in 
(paper etc.). 0 perforation noun, 


m 1 bore through, drill, penetrate, pierce, prick, 
| punch, puncture, riddle. 


perforce /pa'fo:s/ adverb archaic unavoidably, 
necessarily. 
perform /pa'fo:m/ verb 1 carry into effect. 2 go 
through, execute. 3 function. 4 act, sing, etc., esp. 
in public. 5 (of animals) do tricks etc. o per- 
forming arts drama, music, dance, etc. o per- 
formable adjective. performer noun. 
a 1, 2 accomplish, achieve, bring about, Carry on, 
Carry out, commit, complete, discharge, dispatch, 
do, effect, execute, finish, fulfil, pull off. 3 behave, 
function, go, operate, run, work. 4 act, appear, 
dance, enact, feature, mount, play, present, 
produce, put on, render, represent, sing, stage, 
take part. 0 performer actor, actress, artist, 
artiste, entertainer, player, singer, star, superstar, 
Thespian, trouper. 


performance noun 1 act, process, or manner 
of doing or functioning. 2 execution (ofduty etc.). 
3 performing of or in play etc. 4 colloquial fuss; 
emotional scene. 
a 1 accomplishment, achievement, act, 
behaviour, conduct, exploit, feat, functioning, 
running. 2 carrying out, completion, discharge, 
doing, execution, fulfilment. 3 act, acting, concert, 
impersonation, interpretation, play, play-acting, 
Playing, portrayal, presentation, production, 
rendition, representation, show, turn. 4 act, 
Colloquial carry-on, exhibition, fuss, scene. 


` Perfume /'ps:fju:m/ noun 1 sweet smell. 2 fra- 


grant liquid, esp. for application to the body, 
Scent. © verb (-ming) impart perfume to. 
u noun 1 aroma, bouquet, fragrance, odour, scent, 
smell. 2 aftershave, scent, toilet water. 


Perfumer /pa'fju:ma/ noun maker or seller of 
perfumes. o perfumery noun ( plural -ies). 


perfunctory /pa'fankteri/ adjective 1 done 
merely out ofduty. 2 superficial. o perfunctorily 
adverb. perfunctoriness noun. 

u apathetic, automatic, brief, cursory, dutiful, 
fleeting, half-hearted, hurried, inattentive, 
indifferent, mechanical, offhand, routine, 
Superficial, uncaring, unenthusiastic, 
uninterested, uninvolved, unthinking. 


Pergola /'pa:gale/ noun arbour or covered walk 

arched with climbing plants. 

Perhaps /pə'hæps/ adverb it may be; possibly. 
u conceivably, maybe, archaic peradventure, 
archaic perchance, possibly. 


Perianth l'periæn8/ noun outer part of flower. 


perigee I'perid3i:/ noun point nearest to earth 
Mn orbit of moon etc. 


= 


perfectly | perish 


Perihelion /perrhi:lian/ noun (plural -lia) point 
nearest tosuninorbitofplanet, comet, etc. round 
it. 


peril I'peril/ noun serious and immediate 
danger. o perilous adjective. perilously adverb. 
u danger, hazard, insecurity, Jeopardy, risk, 
Susceptibility, threat, vulnerability. o perilous 
dangerous, hazardous, insecure, risky, uncertain, 
unsafe, vulnerable. 


perimeter /pa'rmmita/ noun 1 circumference or 
outline of closed figure. 2 length of this. 3 outer 
boundary. 

u 1 circumference, edge, outline. 3 border, 
borderline, boundary, bounds, circumference, 
confines, edge, fringe, frontier, limit, margin, 
periphery, verge. 


Period /'‘piariad/ noun 1 amount of time during 
which something runs its course. 2 distinct 
portion of history, life, etc. 3 occurrence of men- 
Struation. 4 time of this. 5 complete sentence. 6 
esp. Stol stop. © adjectivecharacteristic of past 
period. 

a noun 1 duration, interval, phase, season, 

session, span, spell, stage, stint, stretch, term, 

time, while. 2 aeon, age, epoch, era, time. 


periodic /prərrodik/ adjective appearing or 
recurring at intervals. o periodic table arrange- 
Ment of chemical elements by atomic num- 
ber and chemical properties. a periodicity 
/-ria‘disttt/ noun. : 


n cyclical, intermittent, occasional, recurrent, 
repeated, spasmodic, sporadic. 


periodical noun magazine etc. published at 
regular intervals. © adjective periodic. o period- 
ically adverb. 


peripatetic /perma'tettk/ adjective 4 (of 
teacher) working in more than one establish- 
ment. 2 going from place to place. 3 itinerant. 


peripheral /pa'rifer(e)l/ adjective 1 of minor 
importance. 2 of periphery. @Ənoun input, 
output, or storage device connected to computer. 
u adjective 1 borderline, incidental, inessential, 
irrelevant, marginal, minor, non-essential, 
secondary, tangential, unimportant, unnecessary. 
2 distant, outer, outermost, outlying. 


periphery /pə'rıfərı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
bounding line, esp. of round surface. 2 outer or 
surrounding area. 


periphrasis /po'rifresis/ noun (plural 
-phrases /-si:z/) circumlocution; roundabout 
speech or phrase. o periphrastic /pert'freestik/ 
adjective. 

periscope /'periskaup/ noun apparatus with 
tube and mirrors or prisms for viewing objects 
otherwise out of sight. 


perish /'perif/ verb 1 suffer destruction; die. 2 
losenatural qualities. 3 (cause to) rot or deterior- 
ate. 4 (in passive) suffer from cold. 


perishable | perpetual 


1 be destroyed, be killed, die, expire, fall, lose 
one's life, meet one's death, pass away. 2, 3 
crumble away, decay, decompose, disintegrate, go 
bad, rot. 


perishable adjective subject to speedy decay; 
liable to perish. © moun perishable thing (esp. 
food). 

| m adjective biodegradable, destructible. 


perisher noun slang annoying person. 


perishing colloquial adjective 1 confounded. 2 
intensely cold. © adverb confoundedly. 


peritoneum /perita'ni:am/ noun (plural -S or 
-nea) membrane lining abdominal cavity. 
o peritoneal adjective. 

peritonitis /perita'naitis/ noun inflammation 
of peritoneum. 


periwig /‘periwig/ noun historical wig. 
periwinkle’ /‘pernmk(e)l/ noun evergreen 
trailing plant with blue or white flower. 
periwinkle? /‘perrwink(e)1/ noun winkle. 
perjure /'p3:d3a/ verb (-ring) 1 (perjure oneself) 
commit perjury. 2 (as perjured adjective) guilty 
of perjury. o perjurer noun. 
perjury /‘ps:d3er1/ noun (plural -ies) wilful 
lying while on oath. 
| m lying, mendacity. 


perk' verb ūperk up 1 (cause to) recover 
courage. 2 smarten up. 3 raise (head etc.) briskly. 


perk? noun colloquial perquisite. 
perky adjective (-ier, -iest) lively and cheerful. 


perm! noun permanent wave. © verb give per- 
manent wave to. 


perm? colloquial noun permutation. © verb 
make permutation of. 


permafrost /‘ps:mofrpst/ noun permanently 
frozen subsoil, as in polar regions. 


permanent /'p3:monant/ adjective lasting or 
intended to last indefinitely. o permanent wave 
long-lasting artificial wave in hair. o perman- 
ence oun. permanently adverb. 
a abiding, ceaseless, changeless, chronic, 
constant, continual, continuous, durable, 
endless, enduring, eternal, everlasting, fixed, 
immutable, incessant, incurable, indelible, 
indestructible, indissoluble, ineradicable, 
interminable, invariable, irreparable, irreversible, 
lasting, lifelong, long-lasting, long-lived, 
never-ending, non-stop, ongoing, perennial, 
perpetual, persistent, stable, steady, unalterable, 
| unceasing, unchanging, undying, unending. 


permeable /'p3:miab(e)I/ adjective capable of 
being permeated. o permeability noun. 


permeate /‘ps:mieit/ verb (-ting) 1 penetrate; 
saturate; pervade. 2 be diffused. o permeation 
noun. 
a diffuse through, filter through, flow through, 
impregnate, infiltrate, penetrate, percolate 
| through, pervade, saturate, soak through, spread 


| through. 
aa ESS S are eae dee 
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permissible /pə'mısıb(ə)l/ adjecti; 

o permissibility noun. deve allowable, 
m acceptable, admissible, allowable, allowed 
excusable, lawful, legal, legitimate, formal licit 
permitted, proper, right, sanctioned, tolerable, 
valid, venial (sin). S 


permission /pa'mif()n/ noun consent; author- 
ization. 

m acquiescence, agreement, approbation, 

approval, assent, authority, authorization, 

consent, dispensation, franchise, go-ahead, 

green light, leave, licence, rubber stamp, 

sanction, seal of approval, support. 


permissive /pə'mısıv/ adjective 1 tolerant, 
liberal. 2 giving permission. o permissiveness 
noun. 

a 1 easygoing, indulgent, lenient, liberal, tolerant. 

2 acquiescent, consenting. 


permit verb /pa'mit/ (-tt-) 1 give consent to; 
authorize. 2 allow; give opportunity. 3 (+ of) 
allow as possible. © noun /'p3:mit/ written order 
giving permission or allowing entry. 
a verb 1, 2 agree to, allow, approve of, authorize, 
consent to, endorse, enfranchise, give an 
opportunity for, give permission for, give one's 
blessing to, legalize, license, sanction, support, 
tolerate. 3 ( permit of ) admit of, allow, support. 
@ noun authority, authorization, certification, 
charter, licence, order, pass, passport, ticket, visa, 
warrant. 


permutation /ps:mjou'te1J(2)n/ noun 1 one of 
possible ordered arrangements of set of things. 2 
combination or selection of specified number of 
items from larger group. 


pernicious /pa'niJas/ adjective destructive, 
injurious. opernicious anaemia defective 
formation of red blood cells through lack of 
vitamin B. 


pernickety /pə'nıkıtı/ adjective colloquial fas- 
tidious, over-precise. 


peroration /pere'rers(2)n/ noun concluding 
part of speech. 


peroxide /pa'rvksaid/ noun 1 (in full hydrogen 
peroxide) colourless liquid used in water solu- 
tion, esp. to bleach hair. 2 oxide on 
maximum proportion of oxygen. © verb (-ding 
bleach (hair) with peroxide. 


perpendicular /ps:pan'dikjula/ adjective a 
(usually + fo) at right angles. 2 upright. 3 vat 
steep. 4 (Perpendicular) of or in style of Engli 2 
Gothic architecture of 15th & 16th c. © noun pe 
pendicular line etc. o perpendicularity /-le 
noun. perpendicularly adverb. 


n adjective 2 erect, plumb, straight up and down, 
upright, vertical. 


7 it. 
perpetrate /'ps:pitrert/ verb (-ting) commi 
o perpetration noun. perpetrator noun. Pe 
perpetual /pa'petfual/ adjective 1 m al 
ever or indefinitely. 2 continuous. 3 c0 
frequent. o perpetually adverb. 


y 


a 1 abiding, ageless, chronic, endless, enduring, 
eternal, everlasting, immortal, immutable, 
incurable, indestructible, ineradicable, 
interminable, invariable, lasting, long-lasting, 
never-ending, perennial, permanent, protracted, 
timeless, unchanging, undying, unending, 
unfailing. 2 ceaseless, constant, continuous, 
endless, incessant, never-ending, non-stop, 
ongoing, persistent, unceasing, unending, 
uninterrupted, unremitting. 3 continual, frequent, 
persistent, recurrent, recurring, repeated. 


perpetuate /pa'petSueit/ verb (-ting) 1 make 
perpetual. 2 cause to be always remembered. 
o perpetuation noun. 

m 1 continue, eternalize, extend, keep going, 

maintain, preserve. 2 immortalize, memorialize. 


perpetuity /ps:pr'tju:tti/ noun (plural -ies) per- 
petual continuance or possession. u in perpetu- 
ity for ever. 


perplex /pə'pleks/ verb 1 bewilder, puzzle. 2 
complicate. 3 tangle. o perplexing adjective. per- 
plexity noun. 

u 1 baffle, colloquial bamboozle, befuddle, 

bewilder, confound, confuse, disconcert, distract, 

dumbfound, muddle, mystify, nonplus, puzzle, 
stump, colloquial throw, worry. 


per pro. /p3: ‘prau/ abbreviation through the 
agency of (used in signatures) (per procuran- 
tionem). [Latin] 


USAGE The abbreviation per pro. (or p.p.) is fre- 
quently written before the wrong name. The 
correct sequence of signatures is A per pro. B, 
where B is signing on behalf of A. 


perquisite /‘ps:kwizit/ noun 4 extra profit add- 
itional to main income etc. 2 customary extra 
right or privilege. 


USAGE Perquisite is sometimes confused with 
prerequisite, which means ‘a thing required as a 
Precondition’, 

u benefit, bonus, consideration, emolument, 
extra, fringe benefit, gratuity, colloquial perk, tip. 


Perry /‘per1/ noun ( plural -ies) drink made from 
fermented pear juice. 


Per se /ps: 'ser/ adverb by or in itself: intrinsic- 
ally. [Latin] 


Persecute I‘pa:stkju:t/ verb (-ting) 1 subject to 
Constant hostility and ill-treatment. 2 harass; 
Worry. o persecution /“kju:S(@)n/ noun. perse- 
cutor noun. 

§ 1 abuse, afflict, bully, discriminate against, 

ill-treat, maltreat, martyr, molest, oppress, 

Suppress, terrorize, torment, torture, tyrannize, 

victimize. 2 annoy, badger, bother, bully, harass, 

hector, hound, intimidate, pester, trouble, worry. 


Persevere /ps:st'via/_ verb (-ring) continue 
Steadfastly; persist. o perseverance noun. 

Fersian I'p3:J(e)n/ noun 4 native, national, or 
anguage of Persia (now Iran). 2 (in full Persian 
Cat) cat with long Silky hair. @ adjective of Persia 


a _ 


perpetuate | personal 


(Iran). o Persian lamb sil curled fur of youn; 
a4 ky young 
persiflage ['pa:sifla:3/ noun banter; light rail- 
ery. 


persimmon [p3:'smən/ noun 1 tropical tree. 2 
its edible orange tomato-like fruit. 

persist /pə'sıst/ verb (often + in) continue to 
exist or do something in spite of obstacles. 

u be diligent, be steadfast, Carry on, continue, 

endure, go on, hang on, hold out, keep going, 

keep on, last, linger, persevere, colloquial plug 

away, remain, colloquial soldier on, stand firm, 

Stay, colloquial stick at it. 


persistent adjective1 continuous; long-lasting. 
2 continuing steadfastly. o Persistence noun. 
persistently adverb. 
u 1 ceaseless, chronic, constant, continual, 
continuous, endless, eternal, everlasting, 
incessant, interminable, lasting, long-lasting, 
never-ending, obstinate, permanent, perpetual, 
persisting, recurrent, recurring, remaining, 
repeated, unending, unrelenting, unrelieved, 
unremitting. 2 assiduous, determined, dogged, 
hard-working, indefatigable, patient, persevering, 
pertinacious, relentless, resolute, steadfast, 
steady, stubborn, tenacious, tireless, unflagging, 
untiring, unwavering, zealous. 


Person /'ps:s(a)n/ noun 1 individual human 
being. 2 living body ofhuman being. 3 Grammar 
one of 3 classes of pronouns, verb-forms, etc., 
denoting person etc. speaking, spoken to, or 
spoken of. o in person physically present. 

u 1 adolescent, adult, baby, being, colloquial body, 

character, child, colloquial customer, figure, 

human, human being, individual, infant, man, 
mortal, personage, soul, colloquial type, woman; 

(persons) see PEOPLE noun 1. 


persona /pə'səvnə/ noun (plural -nae |-ni:/) 
aspect of personality as perceived by others. 
Opersona grata f'gra:tə/ (plural personae 
gratae |/-ni:, -ti:/) person acceptable to certain 
others. persona non grata /non/ (plural per- 
Sonae non gratae) person not acceptable. 

a character, exterior, façade, guise, identity, 

image, part, personality, role, self-image. 


personable adjective pleasing in appearance 
or demeanour. 

personage noun person, esp. important one. 

personal /'ps:sən(ə)l/ adjective 1 one’s own; 
individual; private. 2 done etc. in person. 3 dir- 
ected to or concerning individual. 4 referring 
(esp. in hostile way) to individual's private life. 
5 intimate. 6 Grammar of or denoting one of the 
3 persons. Oo personal column part of newspaper 
devoted to private advertisements and messages. 
personal computer computer designed for use 
by single individual. personal equity plan 
scheme for tax-free personal investments. per- 
sonal organizer means of keeping track of per- 
sonal affairs, esp. loose-leaf notebook divided 
into sections. personal pronoun pronoun repla- 
cing subject, object, etc., of clause etc. personal 
property all property except land. 


personality | perverse 


| m 1 distinct, distinctive, exclusive, idiosyncratic, 
individual, inimitable, particular, peculiar, private, 
special, unique. 2 actual, bodily, first-hand, in the 
flesh, live, physical. 3 confidential, individual, 
intimate, private, secret. 4 belittling, critical, 
derogatory, disparaging, insulting, offensive, 
pejorative, rude, slighting, unfriendly. 5 bosom, 
close, dear, familiar, intimate, known. 


personality /ps:sə'nælıtı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
distinctive personal character. 2 well-known 
person. 3 (in plural) personal remarks. 
| u 1 attractiveness, character, charisma, charm, 

disposition, identity, individuality, magnetism, 
make-up, nature, persona, psyche, temperament. 
2 big name, celebrity, idol, luminary, name, public 


figure, star, superstar. 
personalize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 
identify as belonging to particular person. 
personally adverb 1 in person. 2 for one’s own 
part. 3 in a personal way. 
personification /pasonifi'kerJ(a)n/ noun type 
ofmetaphor in which human qualities are attrib- 
uted to object, plant, animal, nature, etc., e.g. Life 
can play some nasty tricks. 
| m embodiment, epitome, incarnation, 
| manifestation. 


personify /ps'sonifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 attrib- 
ute human characteristics to. 2 symbolize by 
human figure. 3 (usually as personified 
adjective) embody; exemplify typically. o per- 
sonification noun. 

| m 1 anthropomorphize, personalize. 3 embody, 

epitomize, exemplify, manifest, represent, stand 

for, symbolize, typify. 


personnel /ps:sa'nel/ noun 1 staff of an organ- 
ization. 2 people engaged in particular service, 
profession, etc. o personnel department depart- 
ment of firm etc. dealing with appointment, 
training, and welfare of employees. 


m employees, manpower, people, staff, workers, 
workforce. 


perspective /pa'spektiv/ noun 1 art of drawing 
so as to give effect of solidity and relative pos- 
ition and size. 2 relation as to position and dis- 
tance, or proportion between visible objects, 
parts of subject, etc. 3 mental view of relative 
importance of things. 4 view, prospect. © adjec- 
tive of or in perspective. nin or out of per- 
spective 1 according or not according to rules of 
perspective. 2 in or not in proportion. 

| īm noun 3 angle, approach, attitude, outlook, point 

| of view, position, prospect, slant, standpoint, view, 

i viewpoint. 4 outlook, prospect, view. 

Perspex /‘ps:speks/ noun proprietary term 
tough light transparent plastic. 

perspicacious /p3:spr'kerfas/ adjective hav- 
ing mental penetration or discernment. o per- 


spicaciousness noun. perspicacity /-‘kes-/ 
noun. 


perspicuous /pa'spikjues/ adjective lucid; 
clearly expressed. o perspicuity /-'kju:-/ noun. 


554 


erspire /pa'spaio/ verb (-ring) sw 

Pspiration /p3:spr'rers(@)n/ nouns eee 
persuade /pa'sweid/ verb (-ding) caus 

by argument etc. to believe or dor ee 

vince. o persuadable adjective. Lee 
u bring round, cajole, coax, convert, convince 
entice, exhort, importune, induce, influence, i 
inveigle, press, prevail upon, prompt, talk into 
tempt, urge, wheedle, win over. : 


persuasion /pa'swei3(a)n/ noun 1 persuading 

2 conviction. 3 religious belief or sect. ; 
a 1 argument, blandishment, brainwashing, 
cajolery, coaxing, conditioning, enticement, 
exhortation, inducement, propaganda, reasoning. 
2 belief, conviction, creed, opinion. 3 affiliation, 
belief, conviction, creed, denomination, faith, 
religion, sect. 


persuasive /pə'swersıv/ adjective able or 
tending to persuade. o persuasively adverb. per- 
suasiveness noun. 

a cogent, compelling, conclusive, convincing, 

credible, effective, efficacious, eloquent, forceful, 

influential, logical, plausible, potent, reasonable, 

sound, strong, telling, unarguable, valid, 

watertight. 


pert adjective 1 saucy, impudent. 2 jaunty. 
o pertly adverb. pertness noun. 

pertain /pe'tem/ verb 1 (+ to) belong. 2 (+ to) 
relate. 


2 (pertain to) affect, appertain to, apply to, be 
relevant to, concern, have bearing on, have 
reference to, have relevance to, refer to. 


pertinacious /ps:tr'nerfes/ adjective persist- 
ent; obstinate. o pertinacity /-'næs-/ noun. 

pertinent /‘ps:tmont/ adjective relevant. 0 per- 
tinence noun. pertinency noun. 


n apposite, appropriate, apropos, apt, fitting, 
germane, relevant, suitable. 


perturb /pa'ts:b/ verb throw into agitation; dis- 
quiet. o perturbation noun. 

u agitate, alarm, bother, confuse, discomfit, 

discompose, disconcert, disquiet, distress, 

disturb, fluster, frighten, ruffle, scare, shake, 

trouble, unnerve, unsettle, upset, vex, WOY: 


peruke /pa'ru:k/ noun historical wig. 


peruse /pa'ru:z/ verb (-sing) read; scan. 
o perusal noun. 


m examine, inspect, look over, read, run one’s 6Y? 
over, scan, scrutinize, study. 


pervade /pa'veid/ verb (ding) 1 spread 
through; permeate. 2 be rife among. o pervas 
noun. pervasive adjective. 
n 4 affect, diffuse through, fill, filter through, fom 
through, impregnate, penetrate, percolate ` 
through, permeate, saturate, spread throug? 
suffuse. o pervasive general, inescapable, ting 
insidious, omnipresent, penetrating, Late 
prevalent, rife, ubiquitous, universal, widesp. 


y or wil 


perverse /pa'vs:s/ adjective obstinatel 
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fully in the wrong; wayward. o perversely 
adverb. perversity noun. 

u adamant, contradictory, contrary, disobedient, 
fractious, headstrong, illogical, inappropriate, 
inflexible, intractable, intransigent, obdurate, 
obstinate, peevish, pig-headed, rebellious, 
refractory, self-willed, stubborn, colloquial 
tiresome, uncooperative, unhelpful, 
unreasonable, wayward, wilful, wrong-headed. 


perversion /pa'vs:J(9)n/ noun 1 perverting, 
being perverted. 2 preference for abnormal form 
of sexual activity. 

m 1 corruption, deviation, distortion, falsification, 

misrepresentation, misuse, twisting. 2 aberration, 

abnormality, depravity, deviance, deviation, 

immorality, impropriety, colloquial kinkiness, 

perversity, unnaturalness, vice, wickedness. 


pervert verb /pa'va:t/ 1 turn (thing) aside from 
proper or normal use. 2 lead astray from right 
behaviour or beliefetc. 3 (as perverted adjective) 
showing perversion. o noun ['P3:v3:t/ person 
who is perverted, esp. sexually. 

a verb 1 bend, deflect, distort, divert, falsify, 

misrepresent, perjure, subvert, twist, undermine. 

2 bribe, corrupt, lead astray. 3 (perverted) 

abnormal, amoral, bad, corrupt, debauched, 

degenerate, depraved, deviant, evil, immoral, 

improper, colloquial kinky, colloquial sick, twisted, 

unnatural, unprincipled, warped, wicked, wrong. 

© noun debauchee, degenerate, deviant. 


Pervious /'ps:vias/ adjective 1 permeable. 2 
allowing passage or access. 


peseta /pa'seita/ noun Spanish monetary unit. 


Peso /'peisau/ noun (plural -s) monetary unit in 
several Latin American countries. 


pessary /'pesari/ noun (plural -ies) 1 device 
worn in vagina. 2 vaginal suppository. 


Pessimism [‘pestmiz(a)m/ noun tendency to 
take worst view or expect worst outcome. 
ees noun. pessimistic /-'mist-/ adjec- 
ve, 
cynicism, despair, despondency, fatalism, 
gloom, hopelessness, negativeness, resignation, 
unhappiness. o pessimistic bleak, cynical, 
defeatist, despairing, despondent, fatalistic, 
gloomy, hopeless, melancholy, colloquial morbid, 
negative, resigned, unhappy. 


Pest noun 1 troublesome person or thing. 2 
destructive animal, esp. insect. 

m 1 annoyance, bane, bother, curse, irritation, 

nuisance, colloquial pain in the neck, trial, 

Vexation. 2 bug, colloquial creepy-crawly, insect, 

Parasite; (pests) vermin. ' 


Pester /'pesta/ verb trouble or annoy, esp. with 

Persistent requests. 

a annoy, badger, bait, besiege, bother, harass, 
arry, colloquial hassle, irritate, molest, nag, 

nettle, colloquial plague, provoke, torment, 

uble, worry. 


Pesticide /‘pestisard/ noun substance for des- 
troying harmful insects etc. 


Perversion | pettifogging 


pestilence I'pestilans/ noun fatal epidemic 
disease, esp. bubonic plague. 
m epidemic, pandemic, plague. 


pestilent /'pestlənt/ adjective 1 deadly. 2 
harmful or morally destructive. 


Pestilential /pestr'lenf(2)l/ adjective 1 of pesti- 
lence. 2 pestilent. 


pestle /'pes(ə)1/ noun instrument for pounding 
substances in a mortar, 


Pet! noun 1 domestic animal kept for pleasure or 
companionship. 2 favourite. © adjective 1 as, of, 
or for a pet. 2 favourite. 3 expressing fondness. 
o verp (-tt-) 1 fondle, esp. erotically. 2 treat as 
pet. 

m noun 2 apple of one’s eye, darling, favourite, idol. 

© verb 1 caress, cuddle, fondle, kiss, nuzzle, pat, 

Stroke, touch. 


pet? noun fit of ill humour. 
petal /'pet(ə)l/ noun each division of flower 
corolla. 


peter /'pi:ta/ verb a peter out diminish; come to 
an end. 

petersham /'pi:tafam/ noun thick ribbed silk 
ribbon. 


petiole /‘pettaul/ noun leaf-stalk. 


petite /pa'ti:t/ adjective (of woman) of small 
dainty build. 

petit four /petr'fo:/ noun (plural petits fours 
['fo:z/) very small fancy cake.. 

petition /pa'tif(a)n/ noun 1 request, supplica- 
tion. 2 formal written request, esp. one signed by 
many people, to authorities etc. © verb 1 make 
petition to. 2 ask humbly. 

m noun 1 appeal, application, entreaty, plea, 

request, solicitation, literary supplication. © verb 

appeal fo, ask, call upon, entreat, importune, 

solicit, sue, literary supplicate. 


petit point /pet: 'pwæ { noun embroidery on 
canvas using small stitches. 

petrel /'petr(ə)l/ noun seabird, usually flying far 
from land. 

petrify /‘petrifat/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 paralyse with 
terror or astonishment etc. 2 turn or be turned 
into stone. o petrifaction /-‘feek{(a)n/ noun. 

petrochemical /petrəv'kemık(ə)l/ noun sub- 
stance obtained from petroleum or natural gas. 

petrodollar /‘petraudola/ noun notional unit 
of currency earned by petroleum-exporting 
country. 

petrol /'petr(ə)l/ moun refined petroleum used as 
fuel in motor vehicles, aircraft, etc. 

petroleum /pr'trauliam/ noun hydrocarbon oil 
found in upper strata of earth, refined for use 
as fuel etc. o petroleum jelly translucent solid 
mixture ofhydrocarbons got from petroleumand 
used as lubricant etc. 

petticoat /‘petikeut/ noun woman's or girl’s 
undergarment hanging from waist or shoulders. 

pettifogging /‘petifogm/ adjective 1 quibbling; 
petty. 2 dishonest. 


pettish | philistine 


pettish adjective fretful, peevish. 
petty /‘peti/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 unimportant, 
trivial. 2 small-minded. 3 minor, inferior. 
Upetty cash money kept for small items of 
expenditure. petty officer naval NCO. o petti- 
ness noun. 
| m 1 inconsequential, insignificant, minor, niggling, 
small, trivial, trifling, unimportant. 2 grudging, 
mean, colloquial nit-picking, small-minded, 
| ungenerous. 3 see MINOR adjective 1. 


petulant /‘petjulant/ adjective peevishly impa- 
tient or irritable. o petulance noun. petulantly 
adverb. 

petunia /pr'tju:nta/ noun cultivated plant with 
vivid funnel-shaped flowers. 

pew noun 1 (in church) enclosed compartment 
or fixed bench with back. 2 colloquial seat. 

pewter /‘pju:ta/ noun 1 grey alloy of tin, an- 
timony, and copper. 2 articles made of this. 

peyote /per'auti/ noun 1 a Mexican cactus. 2 hal- 
lucinogenic drug prepared from it. 

pfennig /‘fenig/ moun one-hundredth of 
Deutschmark. 


PG abbreviation (of film) classified as suitable for 
children subject to parental guidance. 


PH /pi:eitS/ noun measure of acidity or alkalinity 
of a solution. 


phagocyte /'feegasait/ noun blood corpuscle 
etc. capable of absorbing foreign matter. 


phalanx /‘felenks/ noun (plural phalanxes or 
phalanges /fo'lzend3i:z/) 1 group of infantry in 
close formation. 2 united or organized party or 
company. 

phallus /‘feles/ noun (plural phalli /-lat/ or 
phalluses) 1 (esp. erect) penis. 2 image of this. 
o phallic adjective. 


phantasm /'fæntæz(ə)m/ noun illusion; 
phantom. o phantasmal /-'tæzm(ə)l/ adjective. 

phantasmagoria /fæntæzmə'gə:riə/ noun 
shifting scene of real or imaginary figures. 
o phantasmagoric /-'gorik/ adjective. 

phantom /'fæntəm/ noun 1 spectre; apparition. 
2 mental illusion. © adjective illusory. 


Pharaoh /'feərəu/ noun ruler of ancient Egypt. 


Pharisee /‘ferisi:/ noun 4 member of ancient 
Jewish sect distinguished by strict observance 
of traditional and written law. 2 self-righteous 
person; hypocrite. o Pharisaic /-'semk/ adjective. 

pharmaceutical /fa:mə'sju:tık(ə)l/ adjective 1 
of pharmacy. 2 of use or sale of medicinal drugs. 
o pharmaceutics noun. 

pharmacist /‘fa:masist/ noun person qualified 
to practise pharmacy. 

pharmacology /fa:ma‘koled31/ noun study of 
action of drugs on the body. o pharmacological 
/-ka'lod3-/ adjective. pharmacologist noun. 

pharmacopoeia /fa:make'pi:2/ noun 1 book 
with list of drugs and directions for use. 2 stock 
of drugs. 

pharmacy /'fa:məsı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 pre- 
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paration and dispensing of drugs. 2 pharmacist. 
shop; dispensary. acist's 
pharynx /‘feermks/ noun (plural pha 

/-rmdgiz/ or-xes) cavity behind mouth and nass 
o pharyngeal /feerm'dsi:al/ adjective. x 


phase /feiz/ noun 1 stage of development 
process, or recurring sequence. 2 aspect of; moon 
or planet. verb (-sing) carry out by phases 
u phase in, out bring gradually into or out of 
use. 


a noun 1 period, season, spell, stage, state, step, 
time. 0 phase in see INTRODUCE 3. phase out see 
FINISH Verb 1. 


Ph.D. abbreviation Doctor of Philosophy. 


pheasant /'fez(ə)nt/ noun long-tailed game 
bird. 
phenomenal /finomm(s)l/ adjective 4 extra- 
ordinary, remarkable. 2 of or concerned with 
phenomena. o phenomenally adverb. 
m 1 amazing, astonishing, astounding, 
exceptional, extraordinary, colloquial fantastic, 
colloquial incredible, marvellous, colloquial 
mind-boggling, miraculous, notable, outstanding, 
prodigious, rare, remarkable, colloquial 
sensational, singular, staggering, colloquial 
stunning, unbelievable, unorthodox, unusual, 
wonderful. 


phenomenon /f'nommən/ noun (plural 
-mena) 1 observed or apparent object, fact, or 
occurrence. 2 remarkable person or thing. 


USAGE It is a mistake to use the plural form 
phenomena when only one phenomenon is 
meant. 

n 1 circumstance, event, experience, fact, 
happening, incident, occasion, occurrence, sight. 
2 curiosity, marvel, miracle, prodigy, rarity, 
sensation, spectacle, wonder. 


phew /fju:/ interjection: expressing disgust, 
relief, etc. 
phial /‘fatol/ noun small glass bottle. 


philander /frlendo/ verb flirt or have casual 
affairs with women. o philanderer noun. 


philanthropy /frlan6rapi/ noun 1 love of all 
humankind. 2 practical benevolence. 0 philan- 
thropic /-'Orop-/ adjective. philanthropist noun. 
a o philanthropic altruistic, beneficent, 
benevolent, bountiful, caring, charitable, 
generous, humane, humanitarian, kind, 
magnanimous, munificent, public-spirited, 
ungrudging. philanthropist altruist, benefactor, 
donor, giver, good Samaritan, humanitarian, 
patron, provider, sponsor. 


philately /flætəl/ noun stamp-collectiné 
a philatelist noun. ed 

philharmonic /flho:'montk/ adjective devot 
to music. 

philippic /frluprk/ noun bitter verbal attack 


philistine /‘filistam/ noun person whois PER 
or indifferent to culture. @ adjective hos 
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indifferent to culture. ophilistinism /-stm-/ 
noun. 

adjective boorish, ignorant, colloquial lowbrow, 
materialistic, uncivilized, uncultivated, 
uncultured, unenlightened, unlettered, vulgar. 


Phillips /‘films/ noun proprietary term a Phil- 
lips screw screw with cross-shaped slot. Phillips 
screwdriver corresponding screwdriver. 


philology /frloled3t/ noun study of language. 
a philological /-lə'lod3-/ adjective. philologist 
noun. 

philosopher /fi'lvsəfə/ noun 1 expert in or 
student of philosophy. 2 person who acts philo- 
sophically. 


a 1 sage, thinker. 


philosophical /flə'sofik(ə)l/ adjective (also 

philosophic) 1 of or according to philosophy. 2 

calm under adverse circumstances. o philo- 

sophically adverb. 
u 1 abstract, academic, analytical, erudite, 
esoteric, ideological, impractical, intellectual, 
learned, logical, metaphysical, rational, reasoned, 
scholarly, theoretical, thoughtful, wise. 2 calm, 
collected, composed, detached, equable, 
imperturbable, judicious, patient, reasonable, 
resigned, serene, sober, stoical, unemotional, 
unruffled. 


philosophize /frlvsəfaız/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) 1 reason like philosopher. 2 theorize. 


u moralize, rationalize, reason, theorize, think 
things out. 


philosophy /fr'losafi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 use 
of reason and argument in seeking truth and 
knowledge, esp. of ultimate reality or of general 
causes and principles. 2 philosophical system; 
system for conduct of life. 
m 1 epistemology, ideology, logic, metaphysics, 
rationalism, thinking. 2 attitude, convictions, 
outlook, set of beliefs, tenets, values, viewpoint, 
wisdom. 


philtre /‘filta/ noun (US philter) love potion. 


phlebitis /£l'bartts/ noun inflammation of vein. 
Ophlebitic /-bit-/ adjective. 

phlegm /flem/ noun 1 bronchial mucus ejected 
by coughing, 2 calmness. 3 sluggishness. 

phlegmatic /fleg'mztik/ adjective calm; not 
excitable; sluggish. : 

m apathetic, cold, cool, frigid, impassive, 

‘mperturbable, indifferent, lethargic, passive, 

Placid, slow, sluggish, stoical, stolid, torpid, 

undemonstrative, unemotional, unenthusiastic, 


unfeeling, colloquial unflappable, uninvolved, 
unresponsive. 


phlox /fvks/ noun (plural same or -es) plant 
with clusters of white or coloured flowers. 
Phobia ['feubra/ noun abnormal fear or aver- 
Sion. o phobic adjective & noun. 

m anxiety, aversion, dislike, dread, fear, slang 
hang-up, hatred, horror, loathing, neurosis, 
Obsession, repugnance, revulsion. 


Phillips | photogenic 


Phoenix /'fintks/ noun bird, the only one of its 
kind, fabled to burn itselfand rise from its ashes. 


Phone noun & verb ning) colloquial telephone. 
n phone book telephone directory. phonecard 
card holding prepaid units for use with card- 
phone. phone-in broadcast programme in which 
listeners or viewers participate by telephone. 
| m verb call, dial, slang give a buzz, ring, telephone. 


phonetic [fo'netik/ adjective 1 of or repres- 
enting vocal sounds. 2 (of spelling) correspond- 
ing to pronunciation. o phonetically adverb. 


Phonetics plural noun (usually treated as 
singular) study or representation of vocal 
sounds. o phonetician /feonr'tt{(e)n/ noun. 


phoney /‘founi/ (also phony) colloquial adjective 

ier, -iest) false, sham, counterfeit. enoun 

(plural -eys or -ies) phoney person or thing. 

ü phoniness noun. 
n adjective affected, artificial, assumed, bogus, 
Contrived, counterfeit, deceitful, ersatz, factitious, 
fake, faked, false, fictitious, fraudulent, 
hypocritical, imitation, insincere, mock, pretended, 
Pseudo, put-up, sham, spurious, synthetic, trick, 
unreal. 


Phonic /‘fontk/ adjective of (vocal) sound. 


Phonograph /'‘faunagra:f/ noun early form of 
gramophone. 


phonology /fa'nvlads1/ noun study of sounds 
in language. o phonological /feuna'lnd31k(a)l/ 
adjective. 


phony = prone. 


phosphate /‘fosfeit/ noun salt of phosphoric 


acid, esp. used as fertilizer. 


phosphorescence /fosfə'res(ə)ns/ noun 
emission of light without combustion or percep- 
tible heat. o phosphoresce verb (-cing). phos- 
phorescent adjective. 


phosphorus /'fosfərəs/ noun non-metallic 
element occurring esp. as waxlike substance 
appearing luminous in dark. o phosphoric 
/-fortk/ adjective. phosphorous adjective. 
photo /'fəvtəv/ noun (plural -s) photograph. 
o photo finish close finish of race in which 
winner is distinguishable only on photograph. 
photofit picture of suspect constructed from 
composite photographs. 
photo- combining form 1 light. 2 photography. 
photocopier /‘foutaukopia/ noun machine for 
photocopying documents. 
photocopy /'fovtəvkopı/ noun (plural -ies) 
photographic copy of document. @ verb (-ies, 
-ied) make photocopy of. 


m verb copy, duplicate, photostat, print off, 
| reproduce, run off. 


photoelectric /fəvtəvrlektrık/ adjective with 
or using emission of electrons from substances 
exposed to light. a photoelectric cell device 
using this effect to generate current. Oo photo- 
electricity /-'trisitt/ noun. 


photogenic /foutau'dsentk/ adjective 1 looking 


photograph | physiotherapy 


attractive in photographs. 2 producing or emit- 
ting light. 
photograph /‘feutagra:f/ noun picture formed 
by chemical action of light on sensitive film. 
overb take photograph (of). a photographer 
/fa'tografa/ noun. photography /fo'tografi/ noun. 


į m noun enlargement, photo, picture, print, shot, 

| snap, snapshot. © verb film, shoot, snap. 
photographic /foute'greefik/ adjective 1 of, 

used in, or produced by photography. 2 having 

accuracy of photograph. 

| m 2accurate, exact, faithful, graphic, lifelike, 


| natural, naturalistic, pictorial, realistic, 
j representational, true to life, visual. 


photogravure /foutougra'vjua/ noun 1 picture 
produced from photographic negative trans- 
ferred to metal plate and etched in. 2 this process. 


photojournalism /feutav'd33:naliz(a)m/ noun 
reporting of news by photographs in magazines 
etc. o photojournalist noun. 


photolithography /fəvtəvlr'ðvgrəfr/ noun 
lithography using plates made photographically. 

photometer /fev'tomita/ noun instrument for 
measuring light. o photometric /feuteu'metrik/ 
adjective. photometry /-'tomutr1/ noun. 


photon /‘fauton/ noun quantum of electromag- 
netic radiation energy. 


Photostat /'fəvtəvstæt/ noun proprietary term 
1 type of photocopier. 2 copy made by it. © verb 
(photostat) (-tt-) make Photostat of. 


photosynthesis /foutau'sméasis/ noun pro- 
cess in which energy of sunlight is used by green 
plants to form carbohydrates from carbon 
dioxide and water. u photosynthesize verb (also 
-ise) (-zing or -sing). 


phrase /freiz/ moun 1 group of words forming 
conceptual unit but not sentence (see panel). 2 
short pithy expression. 3 Musicshort sequence of 
notes. @ verb (-sing) 1 express in words. 2 divide 
(music) into phrases. o phrase book book listing 
phrases and their foreign equivalents, for use by 
tourists etc. o phrasal adjective. 
| & noun 1 clause, expression, locution. 2 see 


| saviNG. © verb 1 see say verb 1,2. 


Phrase 
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-les) 
raseo- 


phraseology /freizr'pled31/ noun (plural 
choice or arrangement of words. Oph 
logical /-z1ə'lod3-/ adjective. 


m expression, idiom, language, parlance, 
phrasing, style, turn of phrase, wording. 


phrenology /frrnvlad31/ noun historical stud 
of external form of cranium as supposed indica- 
tion ofmental faculties etc. o phrenologist noun 


phut /fat/ adverb colloquial a go phut co 
break down. llapse, 


phylactery /frlæktərı/ noun (plural -ies) small 
box containing Hebrew texts, worn by Jewish 
man at prayer. 

phylum /'faləm/ noun (plural phyla) major 
division of plant or animal kingdom. 

physic /'frzık/ noun esp. archaic 1 medicine. 2 
medical art or profession. 


physical /'frzık(ə)l/ adjective 1 of the body. 2 of 
matter. 3 of nature or according to its laws. 4 of 
physics. oOnoun US medical examination. 
o physical education instruction in physical 
exercise and games. physical training exercises 
promoting fitness and strength. o physically 
adverb. 
m adjective 1 bodily, carnal, corporal, corporeal, 
fleshly, incarnate, physiological. 2 actual, 
concrete, corporeal, earthly, material, palpable, 
| real, solid, substantial, tangible. 


physician /fi'z1J(a)n/ noun doctor, esp. special- 
ist in medical diagnosis and treatment. 


a consultant, doctor, general practitioner, GP, 
medical practitioner, specialist. 
physics /fiziks/ plural noun (usually treated as 
singular) science of properties and interaction of 
matter and energy. O physicist noun. 
physiognomy /fizr'pnem1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
features or type of face. 2 art of judging character 
from face etc. y 
physiology /fizr'vleds1/ noun science of func- 
tioning of living organisms. o physiological 
|-ə'lod3-/ adjective. physiologist noun. 


jaa physiological anatomical, bodily, physical. 
physiotherapy /fiziau'derepr/ noun treatment 


A phrase is a group of words that has meaning but does not have a subject, main verb, or object 


(unlike a clause or sentence). It can be: 
4 anoun phrase, functioning as a noun, e.g. 


I went to see my friend Tom. 
The only ones they have are too small. 


2 anadjective phrase, functioning as an adjective, e.g. 


Iwas very pleased indeed. 
This one is better than mine. 


3 an adverb phrase, functioning as an adverb, e.g. 


They drove off in their car. 
Iwas there ten days ago. 
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of injury or disease by exercise, heat, or other 
physical agencies. 0 physiotherapist noun. 


physique /f'zi:k/ noun bodily structure and 
development. 


| n body, build, figure, form, frame, shape. 


pi /par/ noun 1 sixteenth letter of Greek alphabet 
(I1, x). 2 (as x) symbol of ratio of circumference 
of circle to diameter (approx. 3.14). 


ia mater /pata 'mertə/ noun inner membrane 
enveloping brain and spinal cord. 


pianissimo /pra'nistmau/ Music adjective very 
soft. o adverb very softly. © noun (plural -s or 
-mi /-m1/) very soft playing, singing, or passage. 
pianist /‘pranist/ noun player of piano. 


piano! /pr'nav/ noun (plural -s) keyboard 
instrument with metal strings struck by 
hammers. o piano-accordion accordion with 
small keyboard like that of piano. 


piano? /'pja:nau/ Music adjective soft. © adverb 
softly. © noun (plural -s or -nì /-n1/) soft playing, 
singing, or passage. 

pianoforte /piznav'fo:ti/ noun formal or 
archaic = PIANO’. 


piazza /prætsə/ noun public square or 
market-place. 


pibroch /'pi:brok/ noun martial or funeral 
bagpipe music. 

picador /'pikada:/ noun mounted man with 
lance in bullfight. - 


picaresque /pika'resk/ adjective (of style of 
fiction) dealing with episodic adventures of 
rogues. 


Piccalilli /pıkə'lilı/ noun (plural -s) pickle of 
chopped vegetables, mustard, and spices. 


piccolo /'pikələv/ noun (plural -s) small 
high-pitched flute. 


Pick verb 14 select carefully. 2 pluck, gather 
(flower, fruit, etc.).3 probe with fingers or instru- 
ment to remove unwanted matter. 4 clear (bone 
etc.) of scraps of meat etc. 5 eat (food, meal, etc.) 
in small bits. onoun 1 picking, selection. 2 
(usually + of) best. 3 pickaxe. 4 colloquial plec- 

m. 5 instrument for picking. o pick a lock 
open lock with instrument other than proper 
ey, esp. with criminal intent. pick holes (often 
+ in) find fault, pick-me-up 1 tonic. 2 experience 
or news that cheers. pick on 1 nag at; find fault 

With. 2 select. Pick out 1 select from larger 
number, 2 distinguish. pickpocket person who 
Steals from Pockets. pick up 1 take hold of and 
pa 2 acquire casually. 3 learn routinely. 4 stop 
as and take with one. 5 make acquaintance of 
s ually. 6 recover, improve. 7 arrest. 8 detect; 
A anage to receive (broadcast signal etc.). 9 
roe responsibility of paying (bill etc.). 10 
OpenT Pickup 1 person met casually. 2 small 
sine 3 part of record player carrying 
nee 4 device on electric guitar etc. that con- 
bes sane Vibrations into electrical signals. 5 
vegeta ene up. pick-your-own (of fruit and 
ae les) dug or picked by customer at farm 


D 


physique | picturesque 


verb1 cast (actor), choose, decide on, elect, 
name, nominate, opt for, select, settle on, single 
out, vote for. 2 Collect, cull, cut, gather, harvest, 
pluck, pull off, take. © noun 4 choice, election, 
option, preference, selection. 2 best, cream, elite, 
favourite, pride. o pick on 1 see BULLY' verb. pick 
Up 2 see GET 1-2. 6 see IMPROVE 1. 


pickaxe ['pikæks/ noun (US Pickax) tool with 


sharp-pointed iron cross-bar for bre 
ground etc. ee 


picket /‘pikit/ noun 1 one or more le sta- 
tioned to dissuade workers from onte E work- 
place during strike etc. 2 pointed stake driven 
into ground. 3 small group oftroopssentto watch 
for enemy. © verb (-t-) 1 place or act as picket 
outside. 2 post as military picket. 3 secure with 
stakes. o picket line boundary established by 
workers on strike, esp. at workplace entrance, 
which others are asked not to cross. 


pickings pluralnoun1 perquisites. 2 gleanings. 


pickle /'pık(ə)l/ noun 4 (often in plural) vege- 
tables etc. preserved in vinegar etc. 2 liquid used 
for this. 3 colloquial plight. © verb (-ling) 1 pre- 
serve in or treat with pickle. 2 (as pickled 
adjective) slang drunk. 


picky adjective(-ier, -iest) colloquialhighly fasti- 
dious. 


picnic /‘piknik/ noun outing including outdoor 
meal, 2 such meal. 3 something pleasantly or 
easily accomplished. © verb (-ck-) eat meal out- 
doors. 


pictograph /‘piktegra:f/ noun (also pictogram 
/-grzem/) pictorial symbol used as form of 
writing. 


pictorial /pik'to:rial/ adjective of, expressed in, 
or illustrated with a picture or pictures. o pic- 
torially adverb. 


| u diagrammatic, graphic, illustrated, realistic, 
representational, vivid. 


picture /‘piktfa/ noun 1 painting, drawing, 
photograph, etc., esp. as work of art; portrait. 2 
beautiful object. 3 scene; mental image. 4 cinema 
film. 5 (the pictures) cinema (performance). 
@ verb (-ring) 1 represent in picture. 2 imagine. 
3 describe graphically. oin the picture fully 
informed or noticed. picture postcard postcard 
with picture on one side. picture window large 
window of one pane of glass. 
a noun 1 delineation, depiction, drawing, 
illustration, image, likeness, outline, painting, 
photograph, portrait, portrayal, profile, ; 
representation, sketch; ( pictures) graffiti, 4 
graphics. 4 film, colloquial flick, esp. US motion 
picture, esp. US colloquial movie, moving picture, 
video. © verb 1 delineate, depict, draw, illustrate, 
outline, paint, portray, represent, show, sketch. 2 
conceive, dream up, envisage, fancy, imagine, see 
in one’s mind's eye, colloquial think up, visualize. 
3 see DESCRIBE 1. 


icturesque /pikifo'resk/ adjective 1 striking 
Cid sata to look at. 2 (of language etc.) strik- 
ingly graphic. o picturesqueness noun. 


piddle | pilaff 


n 1 attractive, beautiful, charming, idyllic, lovely, 
pleasant, pretty, quaint, scenic. 2 colourful, 
descriptive, expressive, graphic, imaginative, 
poetic, vivid. 


piddle /'pıd(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 colloquial urinate. 
2 (as piddling adjective) colloquial trivial. 3 work 
or act in trifling way. 
pidgin /‘pidsm/ noun simplified language, esp. 
used between speakers of different languages. 
pie noun dish of meat, fruit, etc., encased in or 
covered with pastry etc. and baked. o pie chart 
diagram representing relative quantities as 
sectors of circle. pie-eyed slang drunk. 
n flan, pasty, patty, quiche, tart, tartlet, turnover, 
vol-au-vent. 


piebald /‘patbo:ld/ adjective having irregular 
patches of two colours, esp. black and white. 
© noun piebald animal. 


piece /pi:s/ noun 4 distinct portion forming part 
of or broken off from larger object. 2 coin. 3 
picture; literary or musical composition. 4 
example, item. 5 chessman; man at draughts, etc. 
overb (-cing) (usually + together) form into a 
whole; join. o goto pieces collapse emotionally; 
suffer breakdown. in one piece unbroken; 
unharmed. of a piece uniform or consistent. 
piecework work paid for according to amount 
done. . 
m noun 1 bar, bit, bite, block, chip, chunk, 
component, constituent, crumb, division, dollop, 
element, fraction, fragment, grain, helping, hunk, 
length, lump, morsel, part, particle, portion, 
quantity, remnant, sample, scrap, section, 
segment, shard, share, shred, slab, slice, sliver, 
snippet, speck, stick, tablet, titbit, unit, wedge. 3 
article, composition, creation, number, opus, 
passage, work. 4 example, instance, item, 
specimen. © verb ( piece together) see 
ASSEMBLE 1. 


pièce de résistance /pjes da rerzi:sta s/ 
noun (plural piéces de résistance same 
pronunciation) most important or remarkable 
item. 


piecemeal adverb piece by piece; part ata time. 
© adjective gradual; unsystematic. 


pied /paid/ adjective of mixed colours. 
n dappled, flecked, mottled, particoloured, 
patchy, piebald, spotted, variegated. 


pied-à-terre /pjerda:'tea/ noun (plural pieds- 
same pronunciation) (usually small) flat, house, 
etc. kept for occasional use. [French] 


pier /prə/ noun 1 structure built out into sea etc. 
used as promenade and landing stage or break- 
water. 2 support of arch or of span of bridge; 
pillar. 3 solid part of wall between windows etc. 
o pier glass large tall mirror. 
| m 1 breakwater, jetty, landing stage, quay, wharf. 2 
buttress, column, pile, pillar, post, support, 
upright. 


pierce /piəs/ verb (-cing) 1 go through or into 
like spear or needle. 2 make hole in. 3 make (hole 
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etc.). 4 (as piercing adjective) penetrating, sharp 


u 1-3 bayonet, bore through, cut, drill, enter. go 
through, impale, jab, lance, penetrate, perforate 
poke through, prick, punch, puncture, riddle, ` 
skewer, spear, spike, spit, stab, stick into, thrust 
into, transfix, tunnel through, wound. 4 (piercin ) 
see SHARP 5;7. s 


pierrot /'prorəu/ noun (feminine pierrette 
Įpiə'ret/) 1 French white-faced pantomime char- 
acter with clown’s costume. 2 itinerant enter- 
tainer so dressed. 


pietà /pie'ta:/ noun representation of Virgin 
Mary holding dead body of Christ. [Italian] 


pietism /'parətız(ə)m/ noun extreme or affected 
piety. o pietistic /-'tisttk/ adjective. 

piety /‘paiatt/ noun piousness. 

n dedication, devotedness, devotion, 

devoutness, faith, godliness, holiness, 

piousness, religion, religiosity, saintliness, 

sanctity. 


piffle /‘prf(2)l/ colloquial noun nonsense. © verb 
(-ling) talk or act feebly. 

piffling /‘prflin/ adjective colloquial trivial. 

Pig noun 1 wild or domesticated animal with 
broad snout and stout bristly body. 2 colloquial 
greedy, dirty, obstinate, or annoying person. 3 
oblong mass of smelted iron or other metal. 
overb (-gg-) colloquial eat (food) greedily. 
Upig-headed obstinate. pig-iron crude iron 
from smelting-furnace. pig it colloquial live in 
disorderly fashion. pig out esp. US slang eat glut- 
tonously. pigsty sty for pigs. pigtail plait or 
bunch of hair hanging from back or each side of 
head. 


u noun 1 boar, hog, piggy, piglet, runt, sow, formal 
or US swine. 


Pigeon /'pid3(e)n/ noun bird of dove family. 
o pigeon-hole noun each of set of compartments 
in cabinet etc. for papers etc. © verb 1 classify 
mentally. 2 put in pigeon-hole. 3 put aside for 
future consideration. pigeon-toed having toes 
turned inwards. 

piggery noun (plural -ies) 1 pig farm. 2 pigsty. 

piggish adjective 1 greedy. 2 dirty. 3 mean. 

piggy noun (plural -ies) colloquial little pig- 
© adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 like a pig. 2 (of features 
etc.) like those of a pig. o piggyback (a ride) on 
shoulders and back of another person. piggy 
bank pig-shaped money box. 

piglet /‘piglit/ noun young pig. 

pigment /‘pigment/ noun coloured substance 
used as paint etc., or occurringnaturally in plan 
or animal tissue. © verb colour (as) with na 
pigment. o pigmentation noun. 

pigmy = PYGMY. 

pike noun (plural same or -s) 1 large voracious 
freshwater fish. 2 spear formerly used by inten 
try. o pikestaff wooden shaft of pike. plain aS 
pikestaff quite obvious. 


pilaff = prav. 


yo 
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ilaster /pr'læstə/ noun rectangular column, 
an one fastened into wall. 


ilau /pr'lav/ noun (also pilaft /pr'la:f/) Middle 
Peastern or Indian dish of rice with meat, spices, 


etc. 
pilchard /‘piltfed/ noun small sea fish related to 


herring. 
pile’ noun 1 heap of things laid on one another. 

2 large imposing building. 3 colloquial large 
amount, esp. of money. 4 series of plates of dis- 
similar metals laid alternately for producing 
electriccurrent. 5 nuclear reactor. 6 pyre. © verb 
(ling) 1 heap. 2 (+ with) load with. 3 (+ in, into, 
on, out of, etc.) crowd. o pile it on colloquial exag- 
gerate. pile up accumulate; heap up. pile-up 
noun colloquial collision of several motor 
vehicles. 

a noun 1 accumulation, agglomeration, 
collection, concentration, conglomeration, 
deposit, heap, hoard, load, mass, mound, 
mountain, colloquial stack, stockpile. 3 
abundance, heap, hoard, load, colloquial lot, mass, 
mound, mountain, plethora, quantity, stack, 
stockpile, supply, colloquial tons. © verb 1 
accumulate, amass, assemble, bring together, 
collect, concentrate, deposit, gather, heap, hoard, 
load, mass, stack (up), stockpile, store. 2 ( pile 
with) heap with, load with, stack with. 


pile? noun heavy beam driven vertically into 
ground as support for building etc. 


m column, pier, post, support, upright. 


pile? noun soft projecting surface of velvet, 
carpet, etc. 


piles plural noun colloquial haemorrhoids. 


pilfer /'pilfə/ verb steal or thieve in petty way. 
Opilferer noun. 


a filch, slang pinch, rob, shoplift, steal. 


Pilgrim [pilgrim/ noun 1 person who journeys 
to sacred place. 2 traveller. o Pilgrim Fathers 
English Puritans who founded colony in Massa- 
chusetts in 1620. 


2 see TRAVELLER 1. 


Pilgrimage noun pilgrim’s journey. 
Pill noun 4 ball or flat piece of medicinal sub- 
anoa to be swallowed whole. 2 (usually the pill) 
colloquial contraceptive pill. o pillbox 1 small 
fhe Shallow box for pills. 2 hat shaped like 
S. 3 Military small round concrete shelter, 
mainly underground, 
E 1 capsule, lozenge, pastille, pellet, tablet. 


Pillage /'pilıdz/ 
verb (-gin noun plunder. 
D pillager noun, Camo Amoun p 
enun buccaneering, depredation, despoliation, 
astation, looting, marauding, piracy, plunder, 
aa ensacking, rape, rhetorical rapine, 
ing, sacking, stealing, stripping. 
O verb despoil, devastate, loot, maraud, plunder, 


raid, ransack, rav: i 
vandalize, ‘age, raze, rob, sack, steal, strip, 


il t 
Pillar /'prla/ noun 4 slender upright structure 


pilaster | pin 


used as support or ornament. 2 

A € . & person regarded 
as mainstay. 3 upright mass. o ill i 
postbox shaped like pillar. Pree 


u 1 baluster, Caryatid, column, pier, pi i 
i A : Pier, pilaster, pile, 
post, prop, shaft, stanchion, Sirpan Upriatieh i 


pillion /‘prijan/ noun seat for passe i 
motorcyclist etc, ne 


pillory /'plərı/ noun (plural -ies) histori 
frame with holes forheadandhands, ait 
offender to be exposed to public ridicule. © verb 
Cies, -ied) 1 expose to ridicule. 2 historicalsetin 
pillory. 

pillow /'piləu/ noun 1 cushion as support fi 
head, esp. in bed. 2 pillow-shaped rs oa 
rest (as) on pillow. o pillowcase, pillowslip 
washable cover for pillow. 


pilot [‘patlat/ noun 1 person operating controls 
of aircraft. 2 person in charge of ships entering 
or leavingharbour etc. 3experimentalor prelim- 
inary study or undertaking. 4 guide, leader. 
©adjective experimental, preliminary. © verb 
(-t-) 1 act as pilot to. 2 guide course of. a pilot 
light 1 small gas burner kept alight to light 
another. 2 electric indicator light. pilot officer 
lowest commissioned rank in RAF. 

m noun 1 airman, aviator, captain, flier. 2 

coxswain, helmsman, navigator, steersman. 

© verb conduct, convey, direct, drive, fly, guide, 

lead, navigate, shepherd, steer. 


pimento /pr'mentəv/ noun (plural-s) 1 allspice. 
2 sweet pepper. 

pimiento /pmrentau/ noun (plural -s) sweet 
pepper. 

pimp noun person who lives off earnings of pros- 
titute or brothel. © verb act as pimp, esp. procure 
clients for prostitute. 

pimpernel /'pmpənel/ noun scarlet pimpernel. 

pimple /'pmp(ə)l/ noun small hard inflamed 
spot on skin. o pimply adjective. 

a blackhead, boil, eruption, pustule, spot, 

swelling, esp. US slang zit; (pimples) acne. 


pin noun 1 small thin pointed piece of metal with 
head, used as fastening. 2 wooden or metal peg, 
rivet, etc. 3 (in plural) colloquial legs. overb 
(-nn-) 1 fasten with pin(s). 2 transfix with pin, 
lance, etc. 3 (usually + on) fix (responsibility, 
blame, etc.). 4 seize and hold fast. o pinball game 
in which small metal balls are shot across board 
and strike obstacles. pincushion small pad for 
holding pins. pin down 1 (often + żo) bind (person 
etc.) to promise, arrangement, etc. 2 make 
(person) declare position or intentions. pin 
money small sum of money, esp. earned by 
woman. pinpoint @ noun very small or sharp 
thing. © adjective precise. © verb locate with pre- 
cision. pinprick petty irritation. pins and 
needles tingling sensation in limb recovering 
from numbness. pinstripe very narrow stripe in 
cloth. pin-table table used in pinball. pintail 
duck or grouse with pointed tail. pin-tuck 
narrow ornamental tuck. pin-up picture of 
attractive or famous person, pinned up on wall 


pina colada | pipe 


etc. pinwheel small Catherine wheel. 
| m noun 1 brooch, clip, drawing-pin, nail, safety pin, 
| tiepin. 2 bolt, dowel, nail, peg, rivet, spike, thole. 

@ verb 1, 2 clip, fasten, fix, nail, pierce, staple, tack, 


transfix. 


pina colada /pi:na kə'la:də/ noun cocktail of 
pineapple juice, rum, and coconut. 

pinafore /‘pmof9:/ noun 1 apron, esp. with bib. 
2 (in full pinafore dress) dress without collar or 
sleeves, worn over blouse or jumper. 

pince-nez /‘pensne1/ noun (plural same) pair 
of eyeglasses with spring that clips on nose. 

pincers /'pmsez/ plural noun 1 gripping-tool 
forming pair of jaws. 2 pincer-shaped claw in 
crustaceans etc. o pincer movement converging 
movement by two wings of army against enemy 
position. 

pinch verb‘ grip tightly, esp. between fingerand 
thumb. 2 constrict painfully. 3 (of cold etc.) affect 
painfully. 4 slang steal. 5 slang arrest. 6 stint. 7 
be niggardly. © noun 1 pinching. 2 (as pinched 
adjective) (of features) drawn. 3 amount that can 
be taken up with fingers and thumb. 4 stress of 
poverty etc. o ata pinch in an emergency. 

m verb 1,2 crush, grip, nip, press, squeeze, tweak. 

| 4see STEAL verb 1. 


pinchbeck /‘pmtSbek/ noun goldlike copper 
and zinc alloy used in cheap jewellery etc. 
© adjective spurious, sham. 

pine’ noun 1 evergreen needle-leaved coniferous 
tree. 2 its wood. o pine cone fruit of pine. pine 
nut, kernel edible seed of some pines. 

Pine? verb (-ning) 1 (often + away) waste away 
with grief, disease, etc. 2 (usually + for) long. 
| 2 1 mope, mourn, waste away. 2 ( pine for) see 
| WANT verb 1. 


pineal /‘pmiel/ adjective shaped like pine cone. 
Opineal gland, body conical gland in brain, 
secreting hormone-like substance. 

pineapple /‘pamzp(s)l/ noun large juicy trop- 
ical fruit with yellow flesh and tough skin. 

ping noun abrupt single ringing sound. © verb 
(cause to) emit ping. 

ping-pong noun colloquial table tennis. 

pinion’ /'pmjan/ noun 1 outer partof bird's wing. 
2 poetical wing; flight feather. © verb 1 cut off 
pinion of (wing or bird) to prevent flight. 2 
restrain by binding arms to sides. 

Pinion? /‘pmjan/ noun small cogwheel engaging 
with larger. 

pink’ noun 1 palered colour. 2 garden plant with 
clove-scented flowers. 3 (the pink) the most 
perfect condition. © adjective 1 pink-coloured. 2 
colloquial mildly socialist. o in the pink collo- 
quial in very good health. o pinkish adjective. 
pinkness noun. 


pink? verb 4 pierce slightly. 2 cut scalloped or 
zigzag edge on. o pinking shears dressmaker's 
serrated shears for cutting zigzag edge. 

pink? verb (of vehicle engine) emit high-pitched 
explosive sounds caused by faulty combustion. 
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pinnace /‘pmis/ noun ship's small boat, 
Pinnacle /'pmək(ə)l/ noun 1 culminat; 
climax. 2 natural peak. 3 small omane 
turret crowning buttress, roof, etc. 
n 1 acme, apex, climax, consummation, crownin 
point, culmination, height, peak, summit, top, 
zenith. 2 apex, cap, crest, crown, peak, summit tip. 
3 spire, steeple, turret. habe font 


pinnate /'pmeit/ adjective (of compound leaf) 
with leaflets on each side of leaf-stalk. 


pinny [‘pini/ noun (plural -ies) colloquial pina- 
ore. 


pint /pamt/ noun 1 measure of capacity (% gal, 
0.568 litre). 2 colloquial pint of beer. o pint-sized 
colloquial very small. 


pinta /‘painta/ noun colloquial pint of milk. 


Pintle /'pmt(ə)l/ noun bolt or pin, esp. one on 
which some other part turns. 


Pinyin /pm'jm/ noun system of romanized 
spelling for transliterating Chinese. 


pioneer /para‘nta/ moun 1 beginner of enterprise 
etc. 2 explorer or settler. overb 1 initiate 
(enterprise etc.) for others to follow. 2 act as 
pioneer. 
a noun 1 innovator, inventor, originator, 
trailblazer, trend-setter. 2 colonist, discoverer, 
explorer, frontiersman, frontierswoman, settler, 
trailblazer. © verb 1 begin, create, develop, 
discover, establish, experiment with, found, 
inaugurate, initiate, institute, introduce, invent, 
launch, open up, originate, set up, start. 


pious /'paias/ adjective 1 devout, religious. 2 
sanctimonious. 3 dutiful. aopiously adverb. 
piousness noun. 

m 1 dedicated, devoted, devout, faithful, 

God-fearing, godly, good, holy, moral, religious, 
reverent, reverential, saintly, sincere, spiritual, 

virtuous. 2 colloquial goody-goody, colloquial 

holier-than-thou, hypocritical, insincere, 
mealy-mouthed, pietistic, sanctimonious, 
self-righteous, self-satisfied. 


pip’ noun seed of apple, pear, orange, etc. 
n seed, stone. 


pip? noun short high-pitched sound. 


| m bleep, blip. = 


pip? verb (-pp-) 4 colloquial hit with a shot. 2 (also 
pip at or to the post) defeat narrowly. 


Pip‘ noun 1 each spot on dominoes, dice, Or 
playing cards. 2 star on army officer’s shoulder. 


pip® noun 1 disease of poultry etc. 2 (esp. the pip) 
colloquial (fit of) depression, boredom, or 
temper. 

pipe noun 1 tube of earthenware, metal, etc., a 
for carrying gas, water, etc. 2 narrow tube W 
bowl at one end containing tobacco for smoking; 
3 quantity of tobacco held by this. 4 musical bigs 
instrument of single tube. 6 each tube by which 
sound is produced in organ. 7 (in plural) Dag; 
pipes. 8 tubular organ etc. in body. 9 high no 5 
or song, esp. of bird. 10 boatswain’s whistle. 


| 
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measure of capacity for wine (105 gals., 477 
litres). @ verb (-ping) 1 convey (as) through 
pipes. 2 play on pipe. 3 (esp. as piped adjective) 
transmit (recorded music etc.) by wire or cable. 
4 utter shrilly. 5 summon, lead, etc. by sound of 
pipe or whistle. 6 trim with piping. 7 furnish 
with pipe(s). Gpipeclay fine white clay for 
tobacco pipes or for whitening leather etc. 
pipe-cleaner piece of flexible tuft-covered wire 
to clean inside tobacco pipe. pipe down collo- 
quialbe quiet. pipe dream unattainable or fanci- 
ful hope or scheme. pipeline 1 pipe conveying 
oil etc. across country. 2 channel of supply or 
communication. pipe up begin to speak, play, 
sing, etc. 
u noun 1 conduit, channel, duct, hose, line, main, 
pipeline, piping, tube. © verb 1 channel, convey, 
deliver, supply, transmit. 2 blow, play, sound, 
tootle, whistle. 0 pipe up see SPEAK 1,2. 


piper noun person who plays on pipe, esp. bag- 
pipes. 

pipette /pr'pet/ noun slender tube for transfer- 
ring or measuring small quantities of liquid. 


piping noun 1 ornamentation of dress, uphol- 
stery, etc. by means of cord enclosed in pipelike 
fold. 2 ornamental cordlike lines of sugar etc. on 
cake etc. 3 length or system of pipes. © adjective 
shrill. o piping hot (of food, water, etc.) very or 
suitably hot. 


adjective see SHRILL adjective. u piping hot see 
| HOT adjective 1. 


pipit /'pıpıt/ noun small bird resembling lark. 


Pippin /‘pipm/ noun 1 apple grown from seed. 2 
dessert apple. 
piquant /'pi:kont/ adjective 1 agreeably 
pungent, sharp, appetizing. 2 stimulating. 
O piquancy noun. 
n 1 appetizing, poignant, pungent, sharp, spicy, 
tangy, tart, tasty. 2 arresting, exciting, interesting, 
Provocative, stimulating. 


Pique /pi:k/ verb (piques, piqued, piquing) 1 
wound pride of. 2 stir (curiosity). © noun resent- 
ment; hurt pride. 

piquet /pr'ket/ noun card game for two players. 

piracy I‘pairasi/ noun (plural -ies) activity of 
pirate. 

piranha /pr'ra:na/ noun voracious S. American 
freshwater fish. 

pirate /'parərət/ noun 1 seafaring robber 
attacking ships. 2 ship used by pirate. 3 person 
who infringes copyright or regulations or 
encroaches on rights of others etc. © verb (-ting) 
reproduce (book etc.) or trade (goods) without 
permission. o piratical /-'ræt-/ adjective. 


m noun 1 buccaneer, corsair, privateer. © verb see 
PLAGIARIZE. 


pirouette /piro'et/ noun dancer's spin on one 
foot or point of toe. © verb (-tting) perform pirou- 


Piscatorial /piska'to:rial/ adjective of fishing. 
Pisces Iparsi:z/ noun twelfth sign of zodiac. 


Piper | pitch 


piscina /pr'si:na/ noun (plural -nae /-ni:/ or -s) 
stone basin near altar in church, for draining 
water after use. 


pistachio {pis'ta:S1av/ noun (plural -s) kind of 
nut with green kernel. 


piste /pi:st/ noun ski run of compacted snow. 


pistil /‘pistil/ noun female organ in flowers. 
o pistillate adjective. 


pistol /‘pist(s)l/ noun small firearm. 


piston /'pist(2)n/ noun 4 sliding cylinder fitting 
closely in tube and moving up and down in it, 
used in steam or petrol engine to impart motion. 
2 sliding valve in trumpet etc. o piston rod rod 
connecting piston to other parts of machine. 


pit! noun 1 large hole in ground. 2 covered hole 
as trap. 3 coal mine. 4 depression in skin or any 
surface. 5 orchestra pit. 6 (the pits) slang worst 
imaginable place, situation, person, etc. 7 area 
to side of track where racing cars are refuelled 
etc. during race. 8 sunken area in floor of work- 
shop etc. for inspection or repair of underside of 
vehicle etc. © verb (-tt-) 1 (usually + against) set 
(one’s wits, strength, etc.) in competition. 2 
(usually as pitted adjective) make pit(s) in. 3 
store in pit. o pit bull terrier small American dog 
noted for ferocity. pitfall 1 unsuspected danger 
or drawback. 2 covered pit as trap. pithead 1 top 
of shaft of coal mine. 2 area surrounding this. pit 
ofthe stomach hollow below base of breastbone. 
| m noun 1 abyss, chasm, crater, depression, ditch, 
| excavation, hole, hollow, pothole, rut, trench, well. 

3 coal mine, colliery, mine, quarry, working. © verb 

2 (pitted) dented, eaten away, eroded, holey, 

marked, pock-marked, rough, scarred, uneven. 

o pitfall 1 catch, danger, difficulty, hazard, peril, 

snag, trap. 


pit? verb (-tt-) (usually as pitted adjective) remove 
stones from (fruit). 


pita = PITTA. 


pit-a-pat /'pitapet/ (also pitter-patter 
/‘pttapzeta/) adverb 1 with sound as of light quick 
steps. 2 falteringly. © noun such sound. 


pitch’ verb 1 set up (esp. tent, camp, etc.) in 

chosen position. 2 throw. 3 express in particular 

style or at particular level. 4 fall heavily. 5 (of 
ship etc.) plunge in lengthwise direction. 6 set at 

particular musical pitch. © noun 1 area of play 
in esp. outdoor game. 2 height, degree, intensity, 

etc. 3 gradient, esp. of roof. 4 Music degree of 
highness or lowness of tone. 5 act or process of 
pitching. 6 colloquial salesman’s persuasive 
talk. 7 place, esp. in street or market, where one 
is stationed. 8 distance between successive 
points, lines, etc. a pitched battle 1 vigorous 
argument etc. 2 planned battle between sides in 
prepared positions. pitched roof sloping roof. 
pitchfork © noun fork with long handle and two 
prongs for tossing hay etc. © verb (+ into) thrust 
forcibly or hastily into office, position, etc. pitch 
in colloquial 1 set to work vigorously. 2 
cooperate. pitch into colloquial attack vigor- 
ously. 


pitch | place 


| m verb 1 erect, put up, raise, set up. 2 bowl, slang 

| bung, cast, colloquial chuck, fling, colloquial 

Í heave, hurl, launch, lob, colloquial sling, throw, 

| toss. 4 dive, drop, fall headlong, nosedive, 

| plummet, plunge, topple. 5 see Toss verb 2. © noun 
| 4 arena, ground, playing-field, stadium. 3 angle, 

| gradient, incline, slope, steepness, tilt. o pitch in 


2 see COOPERATE. pitch into see ATTACK verb 1. 


pitch? noun dark resinous tarry substance. 
overb coat with pitch. opitch-black, -dark 
intensely dark. pitch pine resinous kinds of pine. 
o pitchy adjective (-ier, -iest). 

| m noun bitumen, tar. 


pitchblende /'pıtfblend/ noun uranium oxide 
yielding radium. 


itcher' /‘pitfa/ noun large jug; ewer. 
p 


pitcher? noun player who delivers ball in base- 
ball. 


piteous /‘pitias/ adjective deserving or arousing 
pity. o piteously adverb. piteousness noun. 
g affecting, distressing, heartbreaking, 
heart-rending, lamentable, miserable, moving, 
| pathetic, pitiable, pitiful, plaintive, poignant, sad, 
| touching, woeful, wretched. 


pith noun 1 spongy tissue in stems of plants or 
lining rind of orange etc. 2 chief part. 3 vigour, 
energy. o pith helmet sun-helmet made from 
dried pith of plants. 


pithy /‘p101/ adjective (-ier, -iest) condensed and 
forcible, terse. o pithily adverb. pithiness noun. 


pitiable /‘pitrab(2)l/ adjective deserving or 
arousing pity or contempt. o pitiably adverb. 


Pitiful /‘prttfol/ adjective 1 arousing pity. 2 con- 
temptible. o pitifully adverb. 

@ 1 see PITEOUS. 2 abject, contemptible, 

deplorable, hopeless, inadequate, incompetent, 

insignificant, laughable, mean, miserable, ` 

colloquial pathetic, pitiable, ridiculous, sorry, 

| trifling, unimportant, colloquial useless, 

| worthless. 


pitiless /'piiils/ adjective showing no pity. 
Opitilessly adverb. 
a bloodthirsty, brutal, callous, cruel, ferocious, 
hard, heartless, inexorable, inhuman, merciless, 
relentless, ruthless, colloquial sadistic, unfeeling, 
| unrelenting, unrelieved, unremitting, 
unsympathetic. 


piton ['pi:ton/ noun peg driven in to support 
climber or rope. 

pitta /‘pita/ noun (also pita) originally Turkish 
unleavened bread which can be split and filled. 


pittance /'pit(a)ns/ noun 1 scanty allowance. 2 
small amount. 


pitter-patter = prr-a-par. 
pituitary /pr'tju:tart/ noun ( plural -ies) (in full 


Pituitary gland) small ductless gland at base of 
brain. 


pity /‘pitt/ noun 4 sorrow for another’s suffering. 
2 cause for regret. © verb (-ies, -ied) feel pity for. 
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Otake pity on feel or act compassj 
towards. o pitying adjective. p AIG 
a noun 1 charity, clemency, commiseration, 
compassion, condolence, feeling, forbearance. 
forgiveness, grace, humanity, kindness, leniency, 
love, mercy, regret, softness, sympathy, : 
tenderness, understanding, warmth. © verb 
commiserate with, feel for, feel sorry for, Show pity 
for, sympathize with, weep for. 


Pivot /‘pivat/ noun 1 shaft or pin on which some. 
thing turns. 2 crucial person or point. o verb (-t-) 
1 turn (as) on pivot. 2 provide with pivot. 3 (+ on) 
depend on. o pivotal adjective. 

a noun 1 axis, axle, centre, fulcrum, gudgeon, 
hinge, spindle, swivel. 2 centre, heart, hub, kingpin. 
© verb 1 revolve, rotate, spin, swivel, turn, twirl, 
whirl. 3 see DEPEND 1. 


pixie /‘pikst/ noun (also pixy) (plural -ies) 
fairy-like being. 

pizza /'pi:tsa/ noun flat piece of dough baked 
with topping of cheese, tomatoes, etc. 

pizzeria /pi:tsa'ri:a/ noun pizza restaurant. 

pizzicato /pitsi'ka:tau/ Music adverb plucking. 
© adjective performed thus. © noun (plural -s or 
-ti /-t1/) pizzicato note or passage. 


pl. abbreviation 1 plural. 2 place. 3 plate. 


placable /'plekab(a)l/ adjective easily ap- 
peased; mild-tempered. o placability noun. 


placard /'pleka:d/ noun large notice for public 
display. © verb post placards on. 


m noun colloquial advert, advertisement, bill, 
notice, poster, sign. 


placate /plə'kert/ verb (-ting) conciliate, pacify. 
o placatory adjective. 


a appease, calm, conciliate, humour, mollify, 
pacify, soothe. 


place noun 1 particular part of space. 2 space or 
room of or for person etc. 3 city, town, village; 
country. 4 residence. 5 rank, station, position. 6 
building or spot devoted to specified purpose. 7 
office, employment. 8 duties of this. © verb 
(cing) 1 put or dispose in place. 2 assign rank, 
order, or class to. 3 identify, remember. 4 give 
(order for goods etc.) to firm etc. 5 (in passive) be 
among first 3 (or 4) in race. o in place 1 suitable. 
2 in the right position. in place of instead of. out 
of place 1 unsuitable. 2 in the wrong position 
place-kick Football kick made with ball.pla y 
on ground. place mat small mat on table a 
person’s place. place setting set of cutlery etc. 
for one person to eat with. take place happen. 
take the place of be substituted for. a place 
ment noun, ` 
m noun 1 address, area, locale, locality, location, 
locus, part, point, position, scene, setting, site, 
situation, spot, venue, whereabouts. 2 chair, 
position, room, seat, space, spot. 3 area, city, d 
country, district, locale, locality, neighbourhoo 
part, quarter, region, town, vicinity, village. pats 
HOUSE noun 1.5 condition, grade, niche, posito™: 
rank, slot, standing, station, status. 7 colloquia 
billet, function, job, office, position, post, role. 
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© verb 1 deposit, dispose, dump, lay, leave, locate, 
pinpoint, plant, position, put down, rest, set down, 
set out, settle, situate, stand, station, colloquial 
stick. 2 arrange, categorize, class, classify, grade, 
order, position, rank, sort. 3 identify, put a name to, 
put into context, recognize, remember. 0 take 
place see HAPPEN 1. 


placebo /ple'si:bau/ noun (plural-s) 1 medicine 
with no physiological effect prescribed for psy- 
chological reasons. 2 dummy pill etc. used in con- 
trolled trial. 


placenta /ple'senta/ noun (plural -tae /-ti:/ or 
-s) organ in uterus of pregnant mammal that 
nourishes foetus. o placental adjective. 


placid /‘plzsid/ adjective 1 calm, unruffled. 2 not 
easily disturbed. o placidity /ple'siditi/ noun. 
placidly adverb. 

m 1 calm, motionless, peaceful, quiet, tranquil, 

unruffled, untroubled. 2 collected, composed, 

cool, equable, even-tempered, imperturbable, 

level-headed, mild, phlegmatic, restful, sensible, 

stable, steady, unexcitable. 


placket /‘plekit/ noun opening or slit in 
garment, for fastenings or access to pocket. 


plagiarize /'pleidgararz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or-sing) take and use (another’s writings etc.) as 
one’s own. o plagiarism noun. plagiarist noun. 
plagiarizer noun. 

m appropriate, borrow, copy, colloquial crib, 

imitate, colloquial lift, pirate, formal or jocular 

purloin, reproduce, steal. 


plague /pletg/ noun 1 deadly contagious 
disease. 2 (+ of) colloquial infestation of. 3 great 
trouble or affliction. © verb (plaguing) 1 collo- 
quial annoy, bother. 2 afflict, hinder. 
m noun 1 contagion, epidemic, infection, 
pandemic, pestilence. 2 infestation, invasion, 
scourge, swarm. 3 affliction, bane, blight, calamity, 
curse, nuisance, tribulation, trouble. © verb 1,2 
afflict, annoy, be a nuisance to, bother, distress, 
disturb, harass, harry, hound, irritate, molest, nag, 
persecute, pester, torment, torture, trouble, vex, 
worry. 


palco /plets/ noun (plural same) marine flat- 


plaid /plæd/ noun 4 chequered or tartan, esp. 
woollen, cloth. 2long pieceofthis as partofHigh- 
land costume. 


plain adjective 1 clear; evident. 2 readily under- 
stood; simple. 3 not beautiful or distinguished- 
looking. 4 straightforward in speech. 5 not 
luxurious or elaborate. @adverb 1 clearly. 2 
Simply. © noun 1 level tract of country. 2 ordin- 
ary stitch in knitting. o plain chocolate choco- 
late made without milk. plain clothes ordinary 
clothes as distinct from esp. police uniform. 
Plain flour flour. with no raising agent. plain 
Sailing simple situation or course of action. 
plainsong traditional church music sung in 
unison in medieval modes and free rhythm. 
Flain-spoken frank. o plainly adverb. plainness 


m adjective 1,2 apparent, audible, certain, clear, 
comprehensible, definite, distinct, evident, 
intelligible, legible, lucid, manifest, obvious, 
patent, simple, transparent, unambiguous, 
understandable, unmistakable, visible, well 
defined. 3 US homely, ugly, unattractive, 
unprepossessing. 4 blunt, candid, direct, 
downright, explicit, forthright, frank, honest, 
informative, outspoken, plain-spoken, prosaic, 
sincere, straightforward, unequivocal, 
unvarnished. 5 austere, drab, everyday, frugal, 
homely, modest, ordinary, simple, Spartan, stark, 
unadorned, undecorated, unexciting, 
unpretentious, unremarkable, workaday. © noun 
1 grassland, pampas, pasture, prairie, savannah, 
steppe, tundra, South African veld. 


plaint noun 1 Law accusation; charge. 2 literary 
lamentation. 


Plaintiff /'plemtrf/ noun person who brings case 
against another in law court. 

plaintive /'plemtiv/ adjective mournful- 
sounding. o plaintively adverb. 


m doleful, melancholy, mournful, literary plangent, 
sad, sorrowful, wistful. 


plait /plzt/ noun length of hair, straw, etc. in 
3 or more interlaced strands. @ verb form into 
plait. 


plan oun‘ method or procedure for doingsome- 
thing. 2 drawing exhibiting relative position and 
size of parts of building etc.; diagram, 3 map (of 
district, town, etc.). @verb (-nn-) 1 arrange 
beforehand; scheme; intend. 2 make plan of; 
design. 3 (as planned adjective) in accordance 
with plan. 4 make plans. oplan on (often + 
Present participle) colloquial aim at; intend. 
o planning noun. 
a noun 1 aim, course of action, design, formula, 
idea, intention, method, plot, policy, procedure, 
programme, project, proposal, proposition, 
scenario, scheme, strategy, system. 2 bird's-eye 
view, blueprint, chart, design, diagram, drawing, 
layout, representation. 3 chart, map, sketch map. 
© verb 1 aim, arrange, conspire, contemplate, 
contrive, envisage, expect, intend, mean, 
organize, plot, prepare, propose, scheme, think of. 
2 contrive, design, devise, draw up, formulate, 
invent, map out, mastermind, outline, think out, 
work out. 3 (planned) see DELIBERATE adjective 1. 
a planning arrangement, design, drafting, 
forethought, organization, preparation, setting up, 
thinking out. 


planchette /pla:n'fet/ noun small board on 
castors, with pencil, said to write messages from 
spirits when person’s fingers rest on it. 

plane’ noun 1 flat surface (not necessarily 
horizontal). 2 colloquial aeroplane. 3 level of 
attainment etc. © adjective level as or lying ina 
plane. 


m noun 1 flat, level, surface. @ adjective even, flat, 
| flush, level, smooth, uniform. 


plane? noun tool for smoothing surface of wood 
by paring shavings from it. © verb (-ning) smooth 
or pare with plane. 


plane | platinum 


plane® noun tall spreading broad-leaved tree. 


planet /‘plenit/ noun heavenly body orbiting 
star. o planetary adjective. 

planetarium /plenrteariem/ noun (plural -s 
or-ria) 4 building in which image of night sky as 
seen at various times and places is projected. 2 
device for such projection. 

plangent /‘plends(a)nt/ adjective literary 1 
loudly reverberating. 2 lamenting; plaintive. 

plank noun 1 long flat piece of timber. 2 item of 
political or other programme. © verb 1 provide 
or cover with planks. 2 (usually + down) esp. US 
colloquial put down roughly. 3 (usually + down) 
esp. US colloquial deposit (esp. money). 


| u noun 1 beam, board, timber. 


plankton /‘plznkt(2)n/ noun chiefly micro- 
scopic organisms drifting in sea or fresh water. 


planner noun 1 person who plans new town etc. 
2 person who makes plans. 3 list, table, chart, 
etc. with information helpful in planning. 


plant /pla:nt/ noun 1 organism capable of living 
wholly on inorganic substances and lacking 
power of locomotion. 2 small plant (other than 
trees and shrubs). 3 equipment for industrial 
process. 4 factory. 5 colloquial thing deliberately 
placed for discovery, esp. to incriminate 
another. © verb 1 place (seed etc.) in ground to 
grow. 2 fix firmly, establish; place in position. 3 
cause (idea etc.) to be established, esp. in another 
person’s mind. 4 deliver (blow etc.). 5 colloquial 
place (something incriminating) for later discov- 
ery. 

u noun 1, 2 (plants) flora, greenery, growth, 

vegetation. 3 apparatus, equipment, machinery, 

machines. 4 factory, foundry, mill, shop, works, 

workshop. © verb 1 bed out, sow, transplant. 2 

locate, place, position, put, situate, station. 


plantain’ /‘plentm/ noun herb yielding seed 
used as food for birds. 


plantain? /‘plentm/ noun 1 plant related to 
banana. 2 banana-like fruit of this. 


plantation /pla:n'terf(ə)n/ noun 1 estate for cul- 
tivation of cotton, tobacco, etc. 2 number of 
growing plants, esp. trees, planted together. 3 
historical colony. 


planter noun 1 owner or manager of plantation. 
2 container for house-plants. 


plaque [plek/ noun 1 ornamental tablet of 
metal, porcelain, etc. 2 deposit on teeth, where 
bacteria proliferate. 


plasma /'plæzmə/ noun (also plasm 
['pleez(9)m/) 1 colourless fluid part of blood etc. 
in which corpuscles etc. float. 2 protoplasm. 3 
gas of positive ions and free electrons in about 
equal numbers. o plasmic adjective. 


plaster /'pla:sta/ noun 1 mixture esp. of lime, 
sand, and water spread on walls etc. 2 sticking 
plaster. 3 plaster of Paris. © verb 1 cover with or 
like plaster. 2 apply, stick, etc. like plaster to. 3 
(as plastered adjective) slang drunk. o plaster- 
board two boards with core of plaster used for 
walls etc. plaster cast bandage stiffened with 


566 


plaster of Paris and wrapped round broken limb 
etc. plaster of Paris fine white gypsum powde 
for plaster casts etc. o plasterer noun. 5 
a noun 1 mortar, stucco. 2 dressing, sticking 
plaster. © verb 1, 2 apply, bedaub, coat, cover 
daub, smear, spread. 4 


plastic /‘plestik/ noun 1 syntheticresinous sub- 
stance that can be given any shape. 2 (in full 
plastic money) colloquial credit card(s) 
© adjective 1 made of plastic. 2 capable of being 
moulded. 3 giving form to clay, wax, etc 
o plastic arts those involving modelling. plastic 
explosive putty-like explosive. plastic surgery 
repair or restoration of lost or damaged etc. 
tissue. o plasticity /-'tis-/ noun. plasticize / 
verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing). Plasticky adjec- 
tive. 

a adjective 2 ductile, flexible, malleable, pliable, 

shapable, soft, supple, workable. 


Plasticine /'plæstəsi:n/ noun proprietary term 
pliant substance used for modelling. - 

plate noun 1 shallow usually circular vessel 
from which food is eaten or served. 2 similar 
vessel used for collection in church etc. 3 table 
utensils of gold, silver, or other metal. 4 objects 
of plated metal. 5 piece of metal with inscription, 
for fixing to door etc. 6 illustration on special 
paper in book. 7 thin sheet of metal, glass, etc. 
coated with sensitive film for photography. 8 flat 
thin sheet of metal etc. 9 part of denture fitting 
to mouth and holding teeth. 10 each of several 
sheets of rock thought to form earth’s crust. 
© verb (-ting) 1 cover (other metal) with thin 
coating of silver, gold, etc. 2 cover with plates of 
metal. o plate glass thick fine-quality glass for 
mirrors, windows, etc. platelayer workman 
laying and repairing railway lines. o plateful 
noun (plural -s). 

a noun 1 dinner plate, dish, platter, salver, 

historical trencher. 5 plaque, slab, tablet. 6 

illustration, photo, photograph, picture, print. 8 

lamina, layer, leaf, pane, panel, sheet, slab. overb 

1 anodize, coat, cover, electroplate, galvanize (with 

zinc), gild (with gold). 


plateau /'plætəv/ noun (plural -x or -s |-2/) 1 
area of level high ground. 2 state of little vari- 
ation following an increase. © verb (piatewnsi 
plateaued, plateauing) (often + out) reach leve 
or static state after period of increase. 

platelet /'plertlt/ noun small disc in blood, 
involved in clotting. Fd a 

platen /'plæt(ə)n/ noun 1 plate in printing P 
by which paper is pressed against type. 2 corres 
ponding part in typewriter etc. i 

platform /'plætfo:m/ noun 1 raised IS 
surface, esp. one from which speaker addres: 
audience, or one along side of line at ra nick 
station. 2 floor area at entrance to bus etc. 
sole of shoe. 4 declared policy of political 


m 1 dais, podium, rostrum, stage, stand. 4 see 
POLICY’ 1. 


= vy pre 
platinum /'plætməm/ noun white heavy `ch. 
cious metallic element that does not tarnis: 
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aplatinum blonde adjective silvery-blond. 
o noun person with such hair. 


platitude /'plætitju:d/ noun commonplace 
remark. o platitudinous /-'tju:d-/ adjective. 


| a banality, cliché, commonplace, truism. 


Platonic /ple'tonik/ adjective 1 of Plato or his 
philosophy. 2 (platonic) (of love or friendship) 
not sexual. 

platoon /plə'tu:n/ noun subdivision of infantry 
company. 

platter /'plætə/ noun flat plate or dish. 

platypus /'plætpəs/ noun (plural -puses) Aus- 
tralian aquatic egg-laying mammal with duck- 
like beak. 

plaudit /‘plo:dit/ noun (usually in plural) 1 
round of applause. 2 commendation. 

plausible /'plo:zıb(ə)l/ adjective 1 reasonable, 
probable. 2 (of person) persuasive but deceptive. 
o plausibility noun. plausibly adverb. 

a 1 acceptable, believable, conceivable, credible, 

imaginable, likely, logical, possible, probable, 

rational, reasonable, sensible, tenable, thinkable. 

2 deceptive, glib, meretricious, misleading, 

persuasive, specious, smooth, sophistical. 


play verb 1 occupy or amuse oneself pleasantly. 
2 (+ with) act light-heartedly or flippantly with 
(feelings etc.). 3 perform on (musical in- 
strument). 4 perform (piece of music etc.). 5 
cause (record etc.) to produce sounds. 6 perform 
(drama, role). 7 (+ on) perform (trick or joke etc.) 
on. 8 colloquial cooperate; do what is wanted. 9 
take part in (game). 10 haveasopponentin game. 
11 move (piece) in game, put (card) on table, 
Strike (ball), etc. 12 move about in lively or 
unrestrained way. 13 (often + om) touch gently. 
14 pretend to be. 15 allow (fish) to exhaust itself 
pulling against line. © noun 1 recreation; amuse- 
ment. 2 playing of game. 3 dramatic piece for 
Stage etc. 4 freedom of movement. 5 fitful or light 
movement. 6 gambling. o play about 1 behave 
irresponsibly. 2 flirt. play-act 1 act in play. 2 
behave insincerely or affectedly. play along 
pretend to cooperate. play back play (what has 
been recorded). playback noun. play ball collo- 
quial cooperate. playbill poster announcing play 
etc. playboy pleasure-seeking usually wealthy 
man. play by ear 1 perform (music) without 
having seen it written down. 2 (also play it by 
ear) colloquial proceed gradually according to 
results. play one's cards right colloquial make 
best use of opportunities and advantages. play 
down minimize. playfellow playmate. play for 
time seek to gain time by delaying. play the 
game behave honourably. playground outdoor 
area for children to play in. playgroup group of 
Preschool children who play together under 
Supervision. playhouse theatre. playing card 
Small usually oblong card used in games, one of 
Set of usually 52 divided into 4 suits. play it cool 
colloquial appear relaxed or indifferent. play- 
mate child's companion in play. play-off extra 
match played to decide draw or tie. play the 
market speculate in stocks etc. plaything toy. 
Play up 1 behave mischievously.2 annoy in this 


platitude | plead 


way. 3 cause trouble. 4 emphasize. play up to 

flatter. play with fire take foolish risks. play- 

wright dramatist. 
m verb 1 amuse oneself, caper, cavort, disport 
oneself, enjoy oneself, fool about, frisk, frolic, 
gambol, have a good time, have fun, mess about, 
romp, sport. 3 perform on, strum. 5 listen to, 
Operate, put on, switch on. 6 act, depict, 
impersonate, perform, portray, pretend to be, 
represent, take the part of. 9 join in, Participate, 
take part. 10 challenge, compete against, oppose, 
rival, take on, vie with. © noun 1 amusement, 
diversion, entertainment, frivolity, fun, horseplay, 
joking, make-believe, merrymaking, pretending, 
recreation, revelry, skylarking, sport. 3 see DRAMA 
1. 4 flexibility, freedom, give, latitude, leeway, 
looseness, movement, tolerance. 0 play about 1 
See MISBEHAVE. play along, play ball see 
COOPERATE. play by ear 2 see IMPROVISE 1. play 
down see MINIMIZE 2, play for time see DELAY 
verb 3. play up 1 see MISBEHAVE. play up to see 
FLATTER 1, 


player noun 1 person playing sport. 2 actor. 3 
person playing musical instrument. 
1 competitor, contestant, participant, 
sportsman, sportsperson, sportswoman. 2 actor, 
actress, artist, artiste, entertainer, Thespian, 
trouper. 3 instrumentalist, musician, performer, 
soloist. 


playful adjective 1 fond of or inclined to play. 
2 done in fun. o playfully adverb. playfulness 
noun, 
m 1 active, cheerful, coltish, flirtatious, frisky, 
frolicsome, fun-loving, good-natured, 
high-spirited, impish, kittenish, light-hearted, 
lively, mischievous, puckish, roguish, skittish, 
spirited, sportive, sprightly, vivacious, waggish. 2 
facetious, humorous, jesting, jokey, joking, 
teasing, tongue-in-cheek. 


playing field noun field used for outdoor team 
games. 

pic abbreviation (also PLC) Public Limited 
Company. 

plea noun 1 appeal, entreaty. 2 Law formal state- 
ment by or on behalf of defendant. 3 excuse. 

m 1 appeal, entreaty, invocation, petition, prayer, 

request, solicitation, literary supplication. 3 

argument, excuse, explanation, justification, 

pretext, reason. 


pleach verb entwine or interlace (esp. branches 
to form a hedge). 

plead verb 1 (+ with) make earnest appeal to. 2 
address court as advocate or party. 3 allege as 
excuse. 4 (+ guilty, not guilty) declare oneself to 
be guilty or not guilty ofa charge. 5 make appeal 
or entreaty. 

n 1 (plead with) appeal to, ask, beg, beseech, 

entreat, implore, importune, petition, request, 

solicit, literary supplicate. 3 allege, argue, assert, 

formal aver, declare, maintain, reason, colloquial 

swear. 5 ( plead for) appeal for, ask for, beg for, cry 

out for, demand, request, seek, solicit, literary 

supplicate (for). 


pleading | pliant 


pleading noun (usually in plural) formal state- 
ment of cause of action or defence. 


pleasant /'plez(a)nt/ adjective (-er, -est) agree- 
able; giving pleasure. o pleasantly adverb. 
m acceptable, affable, agreeable, amiable, 
approachable, attractive, balmy, beautiful, 
charming, cheerful, congenial, decent, delicious, 
delightful, enjoyable, entertaining, excellent, fine, 
friendly, genial, gentle, good, gratifying, heavenly, 
hospitable, kind, likeable, colloquial lovely, 
mellow, mild, nice, palatable, peaceful, pleasing, 
pleasurable, pretty, reassuring, relaxed, 
satisfying, soothing, sympathetic, warm, 
welcome, welcoming. 


pleasantry noun (plural -ies) joking remark; 
polite remark. 


please /pli:z/ verb (-sing) 1 be agreeable to; give 

joy or gratification to. 2 think fit; want, desire. 

3 (in passive) be willing; like. 4 used in polite 

requests. o pleased adjective. pleasing adjective. 
u 1 amuse, cheer up, content, delight, divert, 
entertain, give pleasure to, gladden, gratify, 
humour, satisfy, suit. 2 like, see fit, think fit, want, 
wish. 3 (be pleased) be delighted, be glad, be 
happy, be willing, like. o pleased slang chuffed, 
complacent, contented, delighted, elated, 
euphoric, glad, grateful, gratified, happy, over the 
moon, satisfied, thankful, thrilled. pleasing see 
PLEASANT. 


pleasurable /'plešərəb(ə)l/ adjective causing 
pleasure. o pleasurably adverb. 


pleasure /‘ple3a/ noun 1 satisfaction, delight. 2 
sensuous enjoyment. 3 source of gratification. 4 
will, choice. © adjective done or used for pleas- 
ure. 

u 1, 2 bliss, comfort, contentment, delight, 

ecstasy, enjoyment, euphoria, fulfilment, 

gladness, gratification, happiness, joy, rapture, 
satisfaction, solace. 3 amusement, comfort, 
delight, diversion, entertainment, fun, joy, luxury, 
recreation, self-indulgence, solace. 


pleat noun flattened fold in cloth etc. o verb 
make pleat(s) in. 


n noun crease, flute, fold, gather, tuck. 


pleb noun colloquial plebeian. 


plebeian /plrbi:ən/ noun 1 commoncr, esp. in 
ancient Rome. 2 working-class person (esp. 
uncultured). @ adjective 1 of the common people. 
2 uncultured, coarse. 


plebiscite /‘plebisart/ noun referendum. 
a ballot, poll, referendum, vote. 


plectrum /'plektram/ noun (plural -s or -tra) 
thin flat piece of plastic etc. for plucking strings 
of musical instrument. 


pledge noun 1 solemn promise. 2 thing given as 
security for payment of debt etc. 3 thing put in 
pawn. 4 token. 5 drinking of health. © verb 
ging) 1 deposit as security. 2 pawn. 3 promise 
solemnly by pledge. 4 bind by solemn promise. 5 
drink to the health of. 
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m noun 1 assurance, covenant, guarantee, Oath, 

pact, promise, undertaking, vow, warranty, word, 
2 bail, bond, collateral, deposit, pawn, security 
surety. © verb 3 agree, commit oneself, contract 
give one's word, guarantee, promise, swear, ` 
undertake, vouch, formal vouchsafe, vow, 


= - ne 
Pleiades /'‘platedi:z/ plural noun cluster Ofstars 
in constellation Taurus. 


plenary /‘pli:nort/ adjective 1 (ofassembly) to be 
attended by all members. 2 entire, unqualified, 
@ 1 full, general, open. 


plenipotentiary /plenıpə'tenfərr/ noun 
(plural -ies) person (esp. diplomat) having full 
authority to act. @ adjective having such power. 

plenitude /‘plenitju:d/ noun literary 1 fullness, 
2 completeness. 3 abundance. 


plenteous /'plentias/ adjective literary plenti- 
ful. 


plentiful /‘plentiful/ adjective existing in ample 
quantity. oplentifully adverb. plentifulness 
noun. 

n abounding, abundant, ample, poetical 

bounteous, bountiful, bumper (crop), copious, 

generous, inexhaustible, lavish, liberal, 

overflowing, literary plenteous, profuse, prolific. 


plenty /‘plenti/ noun 1 abundance. 2 quite 
enough. © adjective colloquial plentiful. © adverb 
colloquial fully. 
u noun 1 abundance, affluence, cornucopia, 
excess, fertility, flood, fruitfulness, glut, colloquial 
heaps, colloquial lashings, loads, colloquial a lot, 
colloquial lots, masses, much, colloquial oceans, 
colloquial oodles, colloquial piles, literary 
plenitude, plentifulness, plethora, prodigality, 
profusion, prosperity, quantities, colloquial stacks, 
superabundance, surfeit, surplus, colloquial tons, 
wealth. 2 adequacy, sufficiency. 


plenum /'pli:nəm/ noun full assembly of people 
or a committee etc. 

pleonasm /'pli:næz(ə)m/ noun use of more 
words than are needed. o pleonastic /-'næstik/ 
adjective. 
plesiosaur /'pli:staso:/ moun large extinct 
reptile with flippers and long neck. 

plethora /‘pleGara/ noun over-abundance. 
pleurisy /'plvərəsı/ noun inflammation of mem- 
brane enclosing lungs. o pleuritic /-‘rit-/ adjec- 
tive. 
plexus /'pleksas/ noun (plural same Or 
plexuses) network of nerves or blood vessels. 
pliable /'plarəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 easily dea 
supple. 2 easily influenced; compliant. o plia 

ity noun. z f 

u 1 bendable, colloquial bendy, ductile, flexible, 
plastic, pliant, springy, supple. 2 adaptable, 
compliant, docile, impressionable, malleable, ie 
manageable, persuadable, receptive, responsive, 
suggestible, susceptible, tractable, yielding. 

‘eptible, tractable, yletC'ng: 


pliant /‘platent/ adjective pliable. opliancy 
noun. 
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liers /‘plarez/ plural noun pincers with parallel 
flat surfaces for bending wire etc. 

plight’ /plait/ noun unfortunate condition or 
state. 

plight? /platt/ verb archaic pledge. o plight one’s 
troth promise to marry. 

plimsoll /‘plims(e)I/ noun rubber-soled canvas 
shoe. o Plimsoll line, mark marking on ship’s 
side showing limit of legal submersion under 
various conditions. 

plinth noun base supporting column, vase, 
statue, etc. 

plod verb (-dd-) 1 walk laboriously. 2 work stead- 
ily or laboriously. o plodder noun. 


u 1 slog, tramp, trudge. 2 drudge, labour, peg away, 
| persevere, colloquial plug away, slave away, toil, 
work. 


plonk' verb 1 set down hurriedly or clumsily, 2 
(usually + down) set down firmly. © noun heavy 
thud. 

plonk? noun colloquial cheap or inferior wine. 

plop noun sound as of smooth object dropping 
into water. © verb (-pp-) (cause to) fall with plop. 
adverb with a plop. 

plot noun 1 small piece of land. 2 plan or inter- 
relationship of main events of tale, play, etc. 3 
secret plan; conspiracy. © verb (-tt-) 1 make 
chart, diagram, graph, etc. of. 2 hatch secret 
plans. 3 devise secretly. 4 mark on chart or 
diagram. o plotter noun. 

u noun 1 acreage, allotment, area, estate, garden, 

esp. US lot, parcel, patch, smallholding, tract. 2 

narrative, scenario, story, storyline. 3 cabal, 

conspiracy, intrigue, machination, plan, scheme. 

© verb 1 chart, draw, map out, mark, outline. 2 

collude, conspire, have designs, intrigue, 

machinate, scheme. 3 arrange, brew, conceive, 
concoct, colloquial cook up, design, devise, dream 
up, hatch. 


Plough /plau/ (US plow) noun 1 implement for 
furrowing and turning up soil. 2 similar instru- 
ment for clearing away snow etc. © verb 1 (often 
+ Up, out, etc.) turn up or extract with plough. 2 

w; make (furrow). 3 (+ through) advance 
laboriously or cut or force way through. 4 collo- 
quial fail in exam. o plough back reinvest 
(profits) in business. ploughman user of plough. 
Ploughman’s lunch meal of bread, cheese, 
Pickles, etc. ploughshare blade of plough. 


Pover Iplava/ noun plump-breasted wading 


Plow US = pLoucn. 
Ploy noun manoeuvre to gain advantage. 
Pluck verb 1 pick or pull out or away. 2 strip 
(bird) of feathers, 3 pull at, twitch. 4 (+ at) tug or 
Snatch at. 5 sound (string of musical instrument) 
Ra finger or plectrum. e noun 1 courage. 2 
Witch. 3 animal’s heart, liver, and lungs. 
u pluck up summon up (one’s courage etc.). 
"verb 1 collect, gather, harvest, pick, pull off, pull 
Out, remove. 2 denude, strip. 3 jerk, pull at, tweak, 
twitch, colloquial yank. 4 ( pluck af) grab at, pull at, 
Snatch at, tug at. © noun 1 see COURAGE. 


pliers | plump 


Plucky adjective Cier, -iest) brave, spirited. 

Plug noun 1 something fitting into hole or filling 
cavity. 2 device of metal pins etc. for making 
electrical connection. 3 spark plug. 4 colloquial 
piece of free publicity. 5 cake or stick of tobacco. 
© verb (-gg-) 1 (often + up) stop with plug. 2 slang 
shoot. 3 colloquial seek to popularize by frequent 
recommendation. o plug away (often + at) collo- 
quial work steadily. plughole hole for plug, esp. 
in sink or bath. plug in connect electrically by 
inserting plug into socket. plug-in adjective 
designed to be plugged into socket. pull the plug 
colloquial 4 flush toilet. 2 (+ on) put an end to by 
withdrawing resources etc. 

m noun 1 bung, cork, stopper. 4 see 

ADVERTISEMENT 1. @ verb 1 block up, bung up, 

close, cork, fill, jam, seal, stop up. 3 advertise, 

commend, promote, publicize, puff, recommend. 

a plug away see work verb 1. 


Plum zoun 1 roundish fleshy stone fruit. 2 tree 
bearing this. 3 reddish-purple colour. 4 raisin. 
5 colloquial prized thing. o plum pudding 
Christmas pudding. 

plumage /‘plu:mid3/ noun bird’s feathers. 

plumb /plam/ noun lead ball attached to line for 
testing water’s depth or whether wall etc. is ver- 
tical. © adverb 1 exactly. 2 vertically. 3 US slang 
quite, utterly. @ adjective vertical. everb 1 
provide with plumbing. 2 fit as part of plumbing 
system. 3 work as plumber. 4 test with plumb. 
5 experience (extreme feeling). 6 learn detailed 
facts about. o plumb line string with plumb 
attached. 

m adverb 1 accurately, dead, exactly, precisely, 

slap. 2 perpendicularly, vertically. © verb 4 

fathom, measure, penetrate, probe, sound. 


plumber noun person who fits and repairs 
apparatus of water supply, heating, etc. 

plumbing noun 1 system or apparatus of water 
supply etc. 2 plumber’s work. 


| m 1 heating system, pipes, water supply. 


plume /plu:m/ noun 1 feather, esp. large and 
showy one. 2 feathery ornament in hat, hair, etc. 
3 feather-like formation, esp. of smoke. @ verb 
(ming) 1 furnish with plume(s). 2 (plume 
oneself on, upon) pride oneself on. 


| a noun 4 feather, quill; (plumes) plumage. 


plummet /‘plamit/ noun 1 plumb; plumb line. 2 
sounding line. © verb (-t-) fall rapidly. 

plummy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 rich in plums. 
2 colloquial (of voice) affectedly rich in tone. 3 
colloquial good, desirable. 

plump! adjective having full rounded shape; 
fleshy. @ verb (often + up, out) make or become 
plump. a plumpness noun. 

n adjective ample, buxom, chubby, dumpy, fat, 

fleshy, overweight, podgy, portly, colloquial 

pudgy, roly-poly, rotund, round, squat, stout, tubby. 


lump? verb (+ for) decide on, choose. @ noun 
Ewart or heavy fall. @ adverb colloquial with 
plump. 


| m verb (plump for) see CHOOSE 1. 


plunder | poem 


plunder /‘planda/ verb 1 rob or steal, esp. in war. 
2 embezzle. enoun 1 plundering. 2 property 
plundered. o plunderer noun. 

a verb 1 capture, despoil, devastate, lay waste, 
loot, maraud, pillage, raid, ransack, ravage, rifle, 
rob, sack, seize, steal from, strip, vandalize. 

© noun 2 booty, contraband, loot, pickings, 
pillage, prize, spoils, slang swag, takings. 


plunge verb (-ging) 1 (usually + in, into) thrust 
forcefully. 2 (usually + in, into) dive. 3 immerse 
completely. 4 (cause to) enter into impetuously; 
(cause to) enter certain state of mind. 5 move 
suddenly downward. 6 move with a rush. 7 collo- 
quialrun up gambling debts. © noun 1 plunging; 
dive. 2 decisive step. 
m verb 1 force, push, stick, thrust. 2, 5 descend, 
dip, dive, drop, fall, fall headlong, jump, leap, lower, 
| nosedive, pitch, plummet, swoop, tumble. 3 engulf, 
immerse, sink, submerge. 6 charge, dash, hurtle, 
rush, tear. 


plunger noun 1 part of mechanism that works 
with plunging or thrusting motion. 2 rubber cup 
on handle for removing blockages by plunging 
action. 


pluperfect /plu:'ps:fikt/ Grammar adjective 
expressing action completed prior to some past 
point of time. © noun pluperfect tense. 


plural /'plvər(ə)l/ adjective 1 more than one in 
number. 2 denoting more than one. © noun 
plural word, form, or number. 


pluralism noun 1 form of society in which 
minority groups retain independent traditions. 
2 holding of more than one office at a time. 
o pluralist noun. pluralistic /-‘list-/ adjective. 


plurality /plvə'rælıtı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 state 
of being plural. 2 pluralism. 3 large number. 4 
non-absolute majority (of votes etc.). 


pluralize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 make 
plural. 2 express as plural. 


plus preposition 1 with addition of. 2 (of 
temperature) above zero. 3 colloquial having 
gained. © adjective 1 (after number) at least. 2 
(after grade) better than. 3 Mathematics positive. 
4 additional, extra. © noun 1 plus sign. 2 advant- 
age. d plus sign symbol (+) indicating addition 
or positive value. 


USAGE The use of plus as a conjunction, as in 
they arrived late, plus they wanted a meal, is con- 
sidered incorrect except in very informal use. 


plush noun cloth of silk, cotton, etc., with long 
soft a © adjective 1 made of plush. 2 colloquial 
plushy. 


plushy adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial stylish, 
luxurious. 


plutocracy /plu:'tokrasi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
state in which power belongs to rich. 2 wealthy 
elite.  plutocrat /‘plu:takreet/ noun. plutocratic 
/-ta'kreet-/ adjective, 


plutonium /plu:'tauniam/ noun radioactive 
metallic element. 
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pluvial /‘plu:vial/ adjective of or caused by rain, 


ply' /plat/ noun (plural-ies) 1 thickness, layer. 2 
strand. 
ply? /plar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 wield. 2 work at.3 (+ 
with) supply continuously or approach Tepeat- 
edly with. 4 (often + between) (of vehicle etc.) go 

to and fro. 


plywood noun strong thin board made by 
gluing layers of wood with the direction of the 
grain alternating. 

PM abbreviation prime minister. 

p-m. abbreviation after noon ( post meridiem). 

PMS abbreviation premenstrual syndrome. 

PMT abbreviation premenstrual tension. 

pneumatic /nju:'mettk/ adjective 1 filled with 
air or wind. 2 operated by compressed air. 

pneumonia /nju:'maunie/ noun inflammation 
of lung(s). 

PO abbreviation 1 Post Office. 2 postal order. 3 
Petty Officer. 4 Pilot Officer. 


po noun (plural -s) colloquial chamber pot. 
0 po-faced 1 solemn-faced, humourless. 2 smug. 

poach' verb 1 cook (egg) without shell in boiling 
water. 2 cook (fish etc.) by simmering in small 
amount of liquid. 0 poacher noun. 

poach? verb 1 catch (game or fish) illicitly, 2 
(often + on) trespass; encroach. 3 appropriate 
(another's ideas, staff, etc.). o poacher noun. 


| a 1 hunt, steal. 3 see STEAL verb 1. 


pock noun (also pock-mark) small pus-filled 
spot, esp. in smallpox. o pock-marked adjective. 


pocket /‘pokit/ noun 1 small bag sewn into or on 
garment for carrying small articles. 2 pouchlike 
compartment in suitcase, car door, etc. 3 finan- 
cial resources. 4 isolated group or area. 5 cavity 
in earth etc. containing ore. 6 pouch at corner or 
on side of billiard or snooker table into which 
balls are driven. © adjective small, esp. small 
enough for carrying in pocket. © verb (-t-) 1 put 
into pocket. 2 appropriate. 3 submit to (affront 
etc.). 4 conceal (feelings). 0 in or out of pocket 
having gained or lost in transaction. pocket 
book 1 notebook. 2 folding case for papers, 
paper money, etc. pocket knife small folding 
knife. pocket money money for minor €X- 
penses, esp. given to child. 


u noun 1 bag, container, pouch, receptacle. 
© verb 2 see TAKE verb 10. 


pod noun long seed vessel, esp. of pea or bean. 
© verb (-dd-) 1 form pods. 2 remove (peas ete. 
from pods. 


l @ noun case, hull, shell. a 


podgy /‘pod31/ adjective (-ier, -iest)shortand a 
podium /‘paudiam/ noun (plural -s or podia 
rostrum, ae 
poem /‘paumm/ noun 1 metrical composition. 
elevated composition in verse or prose. 3 S0 
thing with poetic qualities. : s 
u 1 ballad, eclogue, elegy, epic, haiku, lay, 


limerick, lyric, ode, pastoral, rhyme, sonnet, vess 
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poesy |‘pavezt/ noun archaic poetry. 


poet /‘peuit/ noun (feminine poetess) writer of 
poems. o Poet Laureate poet appointed to write 
poems for state occasions. 


a bard, lyricist, minstrel, poetaster, rhymer, 
| versifier. 


poetaster /paur'tzsta/ noun inferior poet. 


poetic /pau'etik/ adjective (also poetical) of 
or like poetry or poets. dpoetic justice 


well-deserved punishment or reward. poetic: 


licence departure from truth etc. for effect. 
o poetically adverb. 


a emotive, flowery, imaginative, lyrical, metrical, 
| musical. 


poetry /‘pauitri/ noun 1 poet's art or work. 2 
poems. 3 poetic or tenderly pleasing quality. 


pogo /‘paugau/ noun ( plural-s) (also pogo stick) 
stiltlike toy with spring, used to jump about on. 


pogrom /'pogrəm/ noun organized massacre 
(originally of Jews in Russia). 


poignant /'pomjənt/ adjective painfully sharp; 
deeply moving. 2 arousing sympathy. 3 pleas- 
antly piquant. o poignance noun. poignancy 
noun. poignantly adverb. 

a 1, 2 affecting, distressing, heartbreaking, 

heartfelt, heart-rending, moving, painful, pathetic, 

piteous, pitiful, sad, stirring, tender, touching, 

upsetting. 3 see PIQUANT 1. 


poinsettia /pom'setie/ noun plant with large 
scarlet bracts surrounding small yellowish 
lowers. 


point noun 1 sharp end; tip. 2 geometric entity 
with position but no magnitude. 3 particular 
Place. 4 precise moment. 5 very small mark on 
Surface. 6 decimal point. 7 stage or degree in 
progress or increase. 8 single item or particular. 
9 unit of scoring in games etc., or in evaluation 
etc. 10 significant or essential thing; thing actu- 
ally intended or under discussion. 11 sense, 
purpose, advantage. 12 characteristic. 13 each 
of 82 directions marked on compass. 14 (usually 
in plural) pair of tapering movable rails to direct 
train from one line to another. 15 power point. 
16 Cricket (position of) fielder near batsman on 
offside. 17 promontory. © verb 4 (usually + to, at) 
direct (finger, weapon, etc.). 2 direct attention. 
3 (+ at, towards) aim or be directed to. 4 (+ to) 
indicate; be evidence of. 5 give force to (words, 
action). 6 fill joints of brickwork) with smoothed 
mortar or cement. 7 (of dog) indicate presence of 
game by acting as pointer. oat or on the point 
of on the verge of. beside the point irrelevant. 
point-blank 1 at close range. 2 directly, flatly. 
point duty traffic control by police officer. point 
of view 1 position from which thing is viewed. 2 
Way of considering a matter. point out indicate; 
draw attention to. point-to-point steeplechase 
for hunting horses. point up emphasize. to the 
Point relevant(ly). up to a point to some extent 
but not completely. 


poesy | poison 


m noun 1 apex, peak, prong, sharp end, spike, 
Spur, tine, tip.3 location, place, position, site, 
situation, spot. 4 instant, juncture, moment, 
second, stage, time. 5 dot, mark, speck, spot. 6 
dot, full stop. 8 aspect, detail, idea, issue, item, 
matter, Particular, question, topic. 10 burden, crux, 
drift, essence, gist, heart, import, meaning, nub, 
pith, subject, substance, theme, thrust. 11 
advantage, aim, end, goal, intention, motive, 
object, objective, purpose, relevance, sense, 
significance, use, usefulness, value. 12 attribute, 
characteristic, facet, feature, peculiarity, property, 
quality, trait. @ verb 1 aim, direct, guide, lead, level, 
steer; ( point to) call attention to, direct attention to, 
draw attention to, indicate, point out, show, signal. 
4 (point to) indicate, signal, signify, suggest. o to 
the point see RELEVANT. 


pointed adjective 1 having point. 2 (of remark 
etc.) cutting. 3 emphasized. o pointedly adverb. 


@ 1 see SHARP adjective 1,2. 2 see SHARP 
adjective 8. 


pointer noun 1 indicator on gauge etc. 2 rod for 
pointing at features on screen etc. 3 colloquial 
hint. 4 dog of breed trained to stand rigid looking 
at game. 


| m 1 arrow, hand (of clock), indicator. 


pointless adjective 1 purposeless, meaningless. 
2 ineffective. o pointlessly adverb. pointless- 
ness noun. 
n 1 aimless, fatuous, inane, meaningless, 
purposeless, senseless, silly, stupid, worthless, 2 
fruitless, futile, ineffective, unproductive, useless, 
vain. 


poise /po1z/ noun 1 composure. 2 equilibrium. 3 
carriage (of head etc.). @ verb (-sing) 1 balance; 
hold suspended or supported. 2 be balanced or 
suspended. 

a noun 1 aplomb, assurance, calmness, 

composure, coolness, dignity, equanimity, 

equilibrium, imperturbability, presence, 
sang-froid, self-confidence, self-control, 
self-possession, serenity. 2 balance, equilibrium, 
equipoise, steadiness. © verb 1 balance, keep in 
balance, support, suspend. 2 balance, hover. 


poised adjective 1 self-assured; carrying oneself 
with dignity. 2 (often + for) ready. 

u 1 assured, calm, composed, cool, cool-headed, 

dignified, self-confident, self-possessed, serene, 

suave, colloquial unflappable, unruffled, urbane. 2 

keyed up, prepared, ready, set, standing by, 

waiting. 


poison /‘paiz(2)n/ noun 1 substance that when 
absorbed by living organism kills or injures it. 2 
colloquial harmful influence. @ verb 1 adminis- 
ter poison to. 2 kill or injure with poison. 3 treat 
(weapon) with poison. 4 corrupt, pervert. 5 spoil. 
a polson ivy N. American climbing plant secret- 
ing irritant oil from leaves. poison pen letter 
malicious anonymous letter. 0 polsoner noun. 
poisonous adjective. 
| a noun 1 toxin, venom. © verb 1 adulterate, 


poke | polish 


contaminate, infect, pollute, taint. 4 corrupt, defile, 
deprave, pervert, prejudice, subvert, warp. 

o poisonous deadly, fatal, infectious, lethal, 
mephitic, miasmic, mortal, noxious, poisoned, 
toxic, venomous, virulent. 


poke verb (-king) 1 push with (end of) finger, 
stick, etc. 2 (+ out, up, etc.) (be) thrust forward. 3 
(+ at etc.) make thrusts. 4 (+ in) produce (hole 
etc.) in by poking. 5 (+ about) search, pry. 6 stir 
(fire). © noun 1 poking. 2 thrust, nudge. o poke 
fun at ridicule. poke one’s nose in(to) colloquial 
pry or intrude (into). 

u verb 1 butt, dig, elbow, goad, jab, jog, nudge, 

prod, stab, stick, thrust. 2 ( poke out) see PROTRUDE 

2. 5 (poke about) see SEARCH verb 2. 


poker’ noun metal rod for stirring fire. 


poker’ /'pauka/ noun card game in which 
players bet on value of their hands. o poker-face 
impassive countenance assumed by poker 
player. poker-faced adjective. 


poky /'pauk1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) (of room etc.) 
small and cramped. 


| m confined, cramped, restrictive, small. 


polar /‘pavla/ adjective 1 of or near either pole of 
earth etc. 2 having magnetic or electric polarity. 
3 directly opposite in character. 4 (of weather) 
very cold. o polar bear large white bear living in 
Arctic. 


| m 4 Antarctic, Arctic, chilly, freezing, glacial, icy. 


polarity /pa'leriti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 ten- 
dency of magnet etc. to point to earth’s mag- 
netic poles or of body to lie with axis in 
particular direction. 2 possession of two poles 
having contrary qualities. 3 possession of two 
opposite tendencies, opinions, etc. 4 electrical 
condition of body (positive or negative). 
polarize /‘paulerarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 restrict vibrations of (light-waves etc.) 
to one direction. 2 give polarity to. 3 divide into 
two opposing groups. o polarization noun. 


| m 3 diverge, divide, separate, split. 


Polaroid /‘pavleraid/ noun 1 proprietary term 
material in thin sheets polarizing light passing 
through it. 2camera that produces print immedi- 
ately after each exposure. 3 (in plural) sun- 
glasses with Polaroid lenses. 


Pole noun native or national of Poland. 


pole’ zoun1 long slender rounded piece of wood, 
metal, etc., esp. as support etc. 2 historical 
measure of length (5% yds). o pole-vault jump 
over high bar with aid of pole held in hands. 

m 1 bar, column, mast, post, rod, shaft, Spar, staff, 

Stake, standard, stick, stilt, upright. 


pole? noun 1 each of two points in celestial 
sphere (in full north, south pole) about which 
Stars appear to revolve. 2 each end ofaxis ofearth 
(in full North, South Pole) or of other body. 3 
each of two opposite points on surface of magnet 
at which magnetic forces are strongest. 4 posi- 
tive or negative terminal of electric cell, battery, 
etc. 5 each of two opposed principles. o be poles 
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apart differ greatly, esp. in opinion. Pole star 4 
star near N. pole of heavens. 2 thing serving as 
guide. 

u 5end, extreme, limit. 


poleaxe /‘pavleks/ (US -ax) noun 1 historical 
battleaxe. 2 butcher's axe. © verb (-xing) 1 hit or 
kill with poleaxe. 2 (esp. as poleaxed adjective) 
colloquial dumbfound; overwhelm. 


polecat /'pəulkæt/ noun small dark brown 
mammal of weasel family. 


polemic /pa'lemtk/ noun 1 verbal attack. 2 con- 
troversy. 3 (in plural) art of controversial dis- 
cussion. © adjective (also polemical) involving 
dispute; controversial. 0 polemicist /-sist/ noun, 


police /pa'li:s/ noun (treated as Plural) 4 civil 
force responsible for maintaining public order. 
2 its members. 3 force with similar functions. 
© verb (-cing) 1 control or provide with police, 2 
keep in order; control, administer. u police dog 
dog used in police work. police force body of 
police of country, district, or town. Policeman, 
police officer, policewoman member of police 
force. police state totalitarian state controlled 
by political police. police station office of local 
police force. 
m noun 1 slang Old Bill, constabulary, slang the 
fuzz, colloquial the law, police force, policemen, 
Police officers, policewomen. © verb 1 guard, keep 
the peace, patrol, protect, provide a police 
presence. 2 control, keep in order, monitor, 
oversee, supervise, watch over. 0 policeman, 
police officer, policewoman colloquial bobby, 
constable, slang cop, slang copper, detective, 
gendarme, inspector, officer, PC, police constable, 
woman police constable, WPC. 


policy’ /‘polist/ noun (plural -ies) 1 course of 
action adopted by government, business, person, 
etc. 2 prudent conduct. 

8 1 approach, code of conduct, custom, 

guidelines, intentions, line, manifesto, method, 

plan, platform, practice, principles, procedure, 

programme, proposals, protocol, regulations, 

tules, stance, strategy, tactics. 


policy’ /'polisı/ noun (plural -ies) (document 
containing) contract of insurance. o policy- 
holder person or body holding insurance policy. 
Polio /‘pauliau/ noun poliomyelitis. 
poliomyelitis /paulizumare'laitis/ noun infec- 
tious viral disease of grey matter of cen 
nervous system, with temporary or permanent 
paralysis. 
Polish /‘pauliS/ adjective of Poland. © noun lan- 
guage of Poland. 
polish /‘polif/ verb (often + up) 1 make or become 
smooth or glossy by rubbing. 2 refine, improv 
revise. © noun 1 substance used for polishing. f 
smoothness, glossiness. 3 refinement. o polis 
off finish quickly. 
m verb 1 brighten, brush up, buff, burnish, gloss. 
rub down, rub, shine, smooth, wax. 2 see IMPROVE 
1. 6 noun 1 beeswax, wax. 2 brightness, brilliance, 
finish, glaze, gleam, gloss, lustre, sheen, shoe 
smoothness, sparkle. 3 colloquial class, elegane* 
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finesse, grace, refinement, sophistication, style, 
suavity, urbanity. O polish off see FINISH verb 3. 


polished adjective 1 smooth, glossy. 2 refined, 
perfected. $ 
1 bright, burnished, glassy, gleaming, glossy, 
lustrous, shining, shiny. 2 civilized, colloquial 
classy, cultivated, cultured, debonair, elegant, 
expert, faultless, fine, finished, flawless, genteel, 
racious, impeccable, perfect, perfected, polite, 
colloquial posh, refined, soigné(e), sophisticated, 
suave, urbane. 


polite /pə'lart/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 having good 
manners; courteous. 2 cultivated, refined. 
o politely adverb. politeness noun. 
n 1 agreeable, attentive, chivalrous, civil, 
considerate, correct, courteous, deferential, 
diplomatic, discreet, euphemistic, formal, gallant, 
gentlemanly, gracious, ladylike, obliging, proper, 
respectful, tactful, thoughtful, well mannered, 
well-spoken. 2 courtly, cultivated, cultured, 
genteel, polished, refined, well bred. 


politic /‘polittk/ adjective 1 judicious, expedient. 
2 prudent, sagacious, © verb (-ck-) engage in pol- 
itics. 

political /pa'littk(a)l/ adjective 1 of state or its 
government; of public affairs. 2 of, engaged in, 
or taking a side in politics. 3 relating to pursuit 
ofpower, status, etc. o political asylum state pro- 
tection for foreign refugee. political correctness 
avoidance of language or action which excludes 
ethnic or cultural minorities. political economy 
study of economic aspects of government. polit- 
ical geography geography dealing with bound- 
aries etc. of states. political prisoner person 
imprisoned for political reasons. 

a 1 administrative, civil, diplomatic, 

governmental, legislative, parliamentary, state. 2 

factional, militant, partisan. 


Politically adverb in a political way. o politic- 
ally correct exhibiting political correctness. 
Politician /polr'tis(a)n/ noun person engaged in 
politics. 
Politicize /pa'littsaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
~sing) give political character or awareness to. 
Politics /‘politrks/ plural noun 4 (treated as sin- 
ular or plural) art and science of government. 
2 (treated as singular or plural) political life and 
affairs. 3 political principles, beliefs, etc. 4 activ- 
ities relating to pursuit of power, status, etc. 
u 1, 2 diplomacy, government, political affairs, 
Political science, public affairs, statesmanship. 


Polity /‘pnlitr/ noun (plural -ies) 1 form of civil 
administration. 2 organized society; state. 


Polka /'polkə/ noun 4 lively dance. 2 music for 
this. © verb (-kas, -kaed /-kad/ or -ka’d, -kaing 
/-Kem/) dance polka. polka dot round dot as 


one of many forming regular pattern on textile 
fabric etc. E Para 


Poll /pəvl/ noun 1 (often in plural) voting. 2 
Counting of votes. 3 result of voting. 4 number of 
Votes recorded. 5 questioning of sample of popu- 


polished | polyglot 


lation toestimate trend of public opinion. 6 head. 
© verb‘ takeorreceive vote(s) of. 2 vote. 3 record 
Opinion of (person, group). 4 cut off top of (tree 
etc.) or (esp. as polled adjective) horns of (cattle). 
nū polling booth cubicle where voter stands to 
mark ballot paper. polling station building used 
or i voting. poll tax historical tax levied on every 
m noun 1 ballot, election, plebiscite, referendum, 
vote. 5 canvass, census, opinion poll, 

Survey. © verb 1, 2 ballot. 3 ballot, Canvass, 
question, sample, survey. 


Pollack /‘polek/ noun (also pollock) ( plural 
same or -s) edible marine fish related to cod. 


pollard /‘poled/ noun 1 hornless animal. 2 tree 
polled to produce close head of young branches. 
© verb make pollard of (tree). 


pollen /'polən/ noun fertilizing powder dis- 
charged from flower’s anther. o pollen count 
index of amount of pollen in air. 


pollinate /‘polmeit/ verb (-ting) sprinkle 
(stigma of flower) with pollen. o pollination 
noun. 


pollock = po.tack. 


pollster noun person who organizes opinion 
poll. 

pollute /po'lu:t/ verb (-ting) 1 contaminate; 
make impure. 2 corrupt. o pollutant zoun. pol- 
luter noun. pollution noun. 

m 1 adulterate, poetical befoul, blight, 

contaminate, defile, dirty, foul, infect, poison, soil, 

taint. 2 corrupt, defile, profane, sully, taint. 


polo /‘paulau/ noun game like hockey played on 
horseback. opolo-neck (sweater with) high 
round turned-over collar. 


polonaise /polə'nerz/ noun 1 slow processional 
dance. 2 music for this. 

poltergeist /‘poltagarst/ noun noisy mischiev- 
ous ghost. 

poltroon /pol'tru:n/ noun coward. o poltroon- 
ery noun. 

poly- combining form 1 many. 2 polymerized. 
olyandry /‘poliendri/ noun polygamy in 

Las Bae eee has more than one husband. 

polyanthus /polr'en(es/ noun (plural -thuses) 
cultivated primula. 

polychromatic /polikrav'metik/ adjective 
many-coloured. 

polychrome /‘polikreum/ adjective in many 
colours. © noun polychrome work of art. 

polyester /polresta/ noun synthetic fibre or 
resin. 

polyethylene /polreOtli:n/ noun polythene. 
olygamy /pə'lıgəmı/ noun practice of having 

See RAE wife or husband at once. 0 poly- 
gamist noun. polygamous adjective. 
olyglot /‘poliglot/ adjective knowing, using, or 

Laat hs in several languages. @ noun polyglot 
person. 


polygon | pool 


olygon /‘poligan/ noun figure with many sides 
POVI n polygonal /pa'lig-/ adjective. 

polyhedron /polrhi:drən/ noun (plural -dra) 
solid figure with many faces. o polyhedral 
adjective. 

polymath /'polmæ9/ noun person of great or 
varied learning. 

polymer /'polima/ noun compound of mol- 
ecule(s) formed from repeated units of smaller 
molecules. o polymeric /-'mer-/ adjective. poly- 
merization noun. polymerize verb (also -ise) 
(-zing or -sing). 

polyp /‘polip/ noun 1 simple organism with 
tube-shaped body. 2 small growth on mucous 
membrane. 

polyphony /pe'lifent/ noun (plural -ies) contra- 
puntal music. o polyphonic /pnli'fonrk/ adjec- 
tive. 

polypropylene /poli'praupili:n/ noun any of 
various thermoplastic materials used for films, 
fibres, or moulding. 

polystyrene /pvlr'starəri:n/ noun kind of hard 
plastic. 

polysyllabic /polisr'lebik/ adjective 1 having 
many syllables. 2 using polysyllables. 

polysyllable /‘polisilab(a)l/ noun polysyllabic 
word. 

polytechnic /polrteknik/ noun college provid- 
ing courses in esp. vocational subjects up to 
degree level. 

polytheism /‘polidi:1z()m/ noun belief in or 
worship of more than one god. o polytheistic 
/-tst-] adjective. 

polythene /‘poliéi:n/ noun a tough light plastic. 

‘polyunsaturated /polian'szetforeitid/ adjec- 
tive (of fat) containing several double or triple 
bonds in each molecule and therefore capable 
of combining with hydrogen and not associated 
with accumulation of cholesterol. 
polyurethane /poli'jvarafem/ noun synthetic 
resin or plastic used esp. in paints or foam. 
polyvinyl chloride /polr'vamil/ noun see 


pomade [pə'ma:d/ noun scented ointment for 
air. 


pomander /pa'menda/ noun 1 ball of mixed 
aromatic substances. 2 container for this. 
pomegranate /‘pomigrenit/ noun 1 tropical 
yoreuxinded many-seeded fruit. 2 tree bearing 
is. 


pommel /'pam(ə)l/ noun 1 knob of sword hilt. 2 
projecting front of saddle. 

pomp noun 1 splendid display; splendour. 2 spe- 
cious glory. 

8 1 brilliance, ceremonial, ceremony, display, 

formality, glory, grandeur, magnificence, 

pageantry, ritual, show, solemnity, spectacle, 

splendour. 2 see OSTENTATION. 


pom-pom /'pompom/ 
quick-firing gun. 

pompon /'pompon/ noun (also pompom) decor- 
ative tuft or ball on hat, shoe, etc. 


noun 


automatic 
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pompous /‘pompas/ adjective 1 self-importan 4 
affectedly grand or solemn. 2 (of language) t 
tedly grand; pretentious. o pomposity lsat 
noun (plural -ies). pompously adverb, pea 
pousness our. 

m 1 affected, arrogant, conceited, grandiose, 

haughty, colloquial highfalutin, imperious, : 

magisterial, overbearing, Pontifical, colloquial 
posh, pretentious, proud, self-important, 
sententious, showy, smug, snobbish, colloquial 
snooty, colloquial stuck-up, stuffy, supercilious, 
vain, vainglorious. 2 bombastic, grandiloquent, 
colloquial highfalutin, high-flown, long-winded, 
ornate, ostentatious, pedantic, pretentious, 
sententious, turgid. 


ponce slang noun man who lives off prostitute's 
earnings. © verb (-cing) act as ponce. u ponce 
about move about effeminately. 


poncho /'pontfəv/ noun ( plural-s)cloak ofrect- 
angular piece of material with slit in middle for 
head. 


pond noun small body of still water. 
ponder /‘pondo/ verb think over; muse. 


ponderable /'pondərəb(ə)l/ adjective literary 
having appreciable weight. 


ponderous /‘pondareas/ adjective 1 heavy and 
unwieldy. 2 laborious; dull. o ponderously 
adverb. ponderousness noun. 
u 1 awkward, bulky, burdensome, cumbersome, 
elephantine, heavy, hefty, huge, massive, 
unwieldy, weighty. 2 dreary, dull, humourless, 
inflated, laboured, lifeless, long-winded, 
overdone, pedestrian, plodding, prolix, slow, 
stilted, stodgy, tedious, tiresome, verbose, 
colloquial windy. 


pong noun & verb colloquial stink. o pongy 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 

poniard /‘ponjad/ noun dagger. 

pontiff /‘pontif/ noun Pope. 

pontifical /pon'trfik(a)l/ adjective 1 papal. 2 
pompously dogmatic. 

pontificate verb /pon'tifikert/ (-ting) be pom- 
pously dogmatic. © noun /pon'tifikat/ 1 office of 
bishop or Pope. 2 period of this. A 

pontoon’ /pon'tu:n/ noun card game in which 
players try to acquire cards with face value total- 
ling 21. 

pontoon? /pon'tu:n/ noun 1 flat-bottomed boat. 
2boatetc. as one of supports of temporary bridge. 

pony /'pauni/ noun (plural -ies) horse of H 
small breed. o pony-tail hair drawn back, tied, 
and hanging down behind head. pony-trekking 
travelling across country on ponies for pleasure- 


poodle /‘pu:d(e)l/ noun dog of breed with thick 
curling hair. 


pooh /pu:/ interjection: expressing contempt. ae 
disgust. 0 pooh-pooh express contempt for; ri 
cule. 

pool! noun 1 small body of still water. 2 m 
shallow body of any liquid. 3 swimming poo 
deep place in river. 
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u 1 lagoon, lake, dialect or poetical mere, oasis, 
pond, puddle, tarn. 


pool” noun 1 common supply of people, vehicles, 
etc., for sharing by group. 2 group of people 
sharing duties etc. 3 common fund, e.g. of profits 
or of gamblers’ stakes. 4 arrangement between 
competing parties to fix prices and share busi- 
ness. 5 game like billiards with usually 16 balls. 
6 (the pools) football pool. overb 1 put into 
common fund. 2 share in common. 
n verb 1 see COMBINE verb 1. 


poop noun 1 stern of ship. 2 furthest aft and 
highest deck. 
poor /pua/ adjective 1 having little money or 
means. 2 (+ in) deficient in. 3 inadequate; 
inferior. 4 unproductive. 5 deserving pity. 6 
despicable. poor man’s inferior substitute for. 
u 1 badly off, bankrupt, beggarly, colloquial broke, 
deprived, destitute, disadvantaged, down and out, 
hard up, impecunious, impoverished, formal 
indigent, insolvent, necessitous, needy, colloquial 
on one's uppers, penniless, penurious, 
poverty-stricken, slang skint, straitened, 
underpaid, underprivileged. 2 ( poor in) deficient 
in, lacking in, wanting. 3 (a poor salary) 
inadequate, insufficient, low, meagre, mean, 
scanty, small, sparse, unprofitable, unrewarding; 
(poor quality) amateurish, bad, cheap, defective, 
deficient, disappointing, faulty, imperfect, 
indifferent, inferior, low-grade, mediocre, paltry, 
second-rate, shoddy, substandard, unacceptable, 
unsatisfactory, colloquial useless, worthless. 4 
barren, exhausted, infertile, sterile, unfruitful, 
unproductive. 5 forlorn, hapless, ill-fated, luckless, 
miserable, pathetic, pitiable, sad, unfortunate, 
unhappy, unlucky, wretched. 


Poorly adverb in poor manner; badly. © adjec- 
tive unwell. 
pop’ noun 1 abrupt explosive sound. 2 colloquial 
effervescent drink. © verb (-pp-) 1 (cause to) 
make pop. 2 (+ in, out, up, etc.) move, come, or 
put unexpectedly or suddenly. 3 slang pawn. 
© adverb with the sound pop. o popcorn 1 maize 
kernels which burst open when heated. 2 these 
kernels when burst. pop-eyed colloquial with 
eyes bulging or wide open. popgun toy gun shoot- 
ing pellet etc. by compressed air or spring. 
Popping crease Cricket line in front of and paral- 
lel to wicket. pop-up involving parts that pop up 
automatically. 

Pop? noun colloquial 1 (in full pop music) highly 
Successful commercial music. 2 pop record or 
Song. O pop art art based on modern popular 
Culture and the mass media. pop culture com- 
mercial culture based on popular taste. pop 
see? ensemble playing pop music. 

Pop“ noun esp. US colloquial father. 

Popadam = poppapam. 


Pope noun (also Pope) head of RC Church. 
Poriniay I'popmdger/ noun fop; conceited 


Poplar /‘popla/ noun slender tree with straight 
k and often tremulous leaves. 


pool | porker 


Poplin /‘popim 
fabric plm/ noun closely woven corded 


Poppadam /‘popadam/ noun (also 
popadam) thin crisp spiced Indian tooo adom, 


peer colloquial press-stud. 2 thing that 


Poppet /‘popit/ noun colloquial (esp. as term of 
endearment) small or dainty penon 

Poppy /'popi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 plant with 
bright flowers and milky narcotic juice. 2 artifi- 
cial poppy worn on Remembrance Sunday. 
o Poppy Day Remembrance Sunday. 


poppycock /‘popikok/ noun slang nonsense. 
populace /‘popjulas/ noun the common people. 


m commonialty, hoi polloi, masses, people, public, 
rabble, riff-raff. 


popular /'popjule/ adjective 1 generally liked or 
admired. 2 of, for, or prevalent among the 
general public. o popularity /-‘leritt/ noun. 
popularize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing). popu- 
larly adverb. 
u 1 accepted, acclaimed, all the rage, approved, 
celebrated, famous, fashionable, favoured, 
favourite, in, in demand, liked, lionized, loved, 
renowned, sought after, colloquial often 
derogatory trendy, well known, well liked, well 
received. 2 average, common, conventional, 
current, democratic, general, of the people, 
ordinary, predominant, prevailing, representative, 
standard, universal. o popularize promote, 
simplify, spread, tart up. 


populate /‘popjuleit/ verb (-ting) 1 form popula- 
tion of. 2 supply with inhabitants. 


1 dwell in, inhabit, live in, occupy, reside in. 2 
| colonize, fill, people, settle. 
population /popju'lers(e)n/ noun 1 inhabitants 
of town, country, etc. 2 total number of these. 
n 1 citizenry, citizens, community, denizens, folk, 


Inhabitants, natives, occupants, people, 
populace, public, residents. 


populous /"popjules/ adjective thickly inhab- 
ited. 


n crowded, full, heavily populated, jammed, 
overcrowded, overpopulated, packed, swarming, 
teeming. 


porcelain ['po:səlm/ noun 1 fine translucent 

ceramic. 2 things made of this. 

porch noun covered entrance to building. 

porcine /‘po:sain/ adjective of or like pigs. > 
ine /‘po: noun large rodent w: 

porcupine T SE E erectile spines. 

pore’ noun minute opening in surface through 

which fluids may pass. 

pore? verb (-ring) (+ over) be absorbed in study- 


ing (book etc.). 
m (pore over) examine, go over, peruse, read, 


scrutinize, study. 


pork noun flesh of pig used as food. 
porker noun pig raised for food. 


porn | poseur 


porn (also porno) colloquial noun pornography. 
© adjective pornographic. 
ornograph' o:nvgrefi/ noun explicit pre- 
h Fs activity in literature, films, 
etc., tostimulate erotic rather than aesthetic feel- 
ings. 0 pornographic /-nə'græf-/ adjective. 
u o pornographic arousing, blue, erotic, explicit, 
indecent, obscene, salacious, sexy, titillating. - 


porous /‘po:res/ adjective 1 having pores. 2 per- 
meable. o porosity /-'ros-/ noun. 


| m 1 cellular, holey, spongy. 2 absorbent, 
penetrable, permeable, pervious, spongy. 


porphyry /‘po:firi/ noun (plural -ies) hard rock 
with feldspar crystals in fine-grained red mass. 


porpoise /'po:pas/ noun sea mammal of whale 
family. 


porridge /‘porids/ noun oatmeal or other cereal 
boiled in water or milk. 


porringer /‘pormd3a/ noun small soup-bowl. 


port' noun 1 harbour. 2 town possessing 
harbour. 


m 1 dock, dockyard, harbour, haven, marina. 2 
seaport. 


Port? noun strong sweet fortified wine. 


port? noun left-hand side of ship or aircraft 
looking forward. © verb turn (helm) to port. 


port noun1 opening in ship's side for entrance, 
loading, etc. 2 porthole. o porthole (esp. glazed) 
aperture in ship's side to admit light. 

Portable /‘ps:tab(2)I/ adjective1 easily movable; 
convenient for carrying. 2 adaptable in altered 
circumstances. o portability noun. 

m 1 compact, convenient, handy, light, lightweight, 

manageable, mobile, movable, pocket, 

pocket-sized, small, transportable. 


Portage /'po:tid3/ noun carrying of boats or 
goods between two navigable waters. 

Portakabin I'pa:takeebm/ noun proprietary 
term prefabricated small building. 

portal /‘po:t(a)1/ noun doorway; gate. 

portcullis /po:t'kalis/ noun strong heavy 
grating lowered in defence of fortress gateway. 

portend /po:'tend/ verb 1 foreshadow as an 
omen. 2 give warning of. 


portent /'po:tent/ noun 1 omen, significant sign. 
2 marvellous thing. 


portentous /po:'tentas/ adjective 1 likeor being 
portent. 2 pompously solemn. ; 


porter" /'po:tə/ noun 1 person employed to carry 

luggage etc. 2 dark beer brewed from charred or 
owned malt. o porterhouse steak choice cut 
oi ”, 


| u 1 baggage-handler, bearer, carrier. 


porter? ['pa:tə/ noun gatekeeper or doorkeeper, 
esp. of large building. 
m Caretaker, doorman, gatekeeper, janitor, 
security guard, watchman. 


porterage noun (charge for) hire of porters. 
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portfolio /po:t'feuliau/ noun (plural ~s) 1 fold 
for loose sheets of paper, drawings, ete. 2 e 
of artist's work. 3 list of investments held by 
investor etc. 4 office of government minister 
n Minister without Portfolio government minis. 
ter not in charge of department. 7 


Portico /‘po:tikau/ noun ( plural -es or =s) colon- 
nade; roof supported by columns, usually 
serving as porch to building. 


Portion /‘po:J(2)n/ noun 1 part, share, 2 helping. 
3 destiny or lot. © verb 1 divide into portions g 
(+ out) distribute. 

a noun 1 allocation, allowance, bit, chunk, 

division, fraction, fragment, hunk, measure, part, 

percentage, piece, quota, ration, scrap, section, 
segment, share, slice, sliver, subdivision, wedge. 

2 helping, ration, serving. © verb 2 ( portion out) 

See SHARE verb 1,2. 


Portland /‘po:tlend/ noun u Portland cement 
cement manufactured from chalk and Clay. Port- 
land stone a valuable building limestone. 


portly /‘po:tli/ adjective (-ier, -iest) corpulent. 


portmanteau /po:t'mzntav/ noun (plural-sor 
-x /-z/) case for clothes etc., opening into two 
equal parts. O portmanteau word word combin- 
ing sounds and meanings of two others. 


Portrait /‘po:trit/ noun 1 drawing, painting, 
photograph, etc. of person or animal. 2 descrip- 
tion. 


m 1 depiction, image, likeness, picture, portrayal, 
Profile, representation. 2 see DESCRIPTION 1. 


Portraiture /‘po:tritfo/ noun 1 portraying. 2 
description. 3 portrait. 

portray /po:'tret/ verb 1 make likeness of. 2 
describe. 3 represent dramatically. o portrayal 
noun. : 

m 1, 2 delineate, depict, describe, evoke, illustrate, 

paint, picture, represent, show. 3 see IMPERSONATE. 


Portuguese /po:tfu'gi:z/ noun (plural same) 
native, national, or language of Portugal. 
© adjective of Portugal. h 


Pose /pauz/ verb (-sing) 1 assume attitude, esp. 
for artistic purpose. 2 (+ as) pretend to be. 
3 behave affectedly for effect. 4 propound 
(question, problem). 5 arrange in required atti- 
tude. @ noun 1 attitude of body or mind. 2 affecta- 
tion, pretence. 

m verb 1 model, sit. 2 (pose as) see IMPERSONATE. 

3 attitudinize, posture, puton airs, colloquial show 

off. 4 advance, ask, broach, posit, postulate, 

Present, propound, put forward, submit, suggest. 

© noun 1 attitude, position, posture, stance. 2 act, 

affectation, attitudinizing, façade, masquerade, 
pretence. 


Poser noun 1 poseur. 2 colloquial puzzling ques” 
tion or problem. 


m 1 see POSEUR. 2 dilemma, enigma, problem, 
puzzle, question, riddle. 


poseur /pav'z3:/ noun person who behaves 
affectedly. 
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a exhibitionist, fraud, impostor, masquerader, 
colloquial phoney, poser, pretender, colloquial 


show-off. 


osh colloquial adjective 1 smart. 2 upper-class. 
eadverb in an upper-class way. Oposhly 
adverb. poshness noun. > 

a 4 colloquial classy, elegant, fashionable, formal, 
grand, lavish, luxurious, ostentatious, rich, showy, 
smart, stylish, sumptuous, colloquial swanky, 
colloquial swish. 2 see SNOBBISH. 


posit /‘pozit/ verb (-t-) assume as fact; postulate. 
position /pə'zı§(ə)n/ noun 1 place occupied by 
person or thing. 2 way thing is placed. 3 proper 
place. 4advantage. 5 mental attitude. 6 situation. 
7 rank, status. 8 paid employment. 9 strategic 
location. © verb place in position. o ina position 
to able to. o positional adjective. 
noun 1 locality, location, locus, niche, place, 
placement, point, reference, site, situation, spot, 
whereabouts. 2 angle, pose, posture, stance. 5 
assertion, attitude, contention, hypothesis, 
opinion, outlook, perspective, principle, 
proposition, stance, standpoint, thesis, view, 
viewpoint. 6 circumstances, condition, situation, 
state. 7 grade, level, place, rank, standing, station, 
status, title. 8 appointment, job, niche, occupation, 
post, role, formal situation. © verb arrange, 
deploy, dispose, fix, locate, place, put, settle, site, 
situate, stand, station. 


positive /'pozıtıv/ adjective 1 explicit, definite, 
unquestionable. 2 convinced, confident, cock- 
sure. 3 absolute; not relative. 4 Grammar (of 
adjective or adverb) expressing simple quality 
without comparison. 5 constructive; favourable. 
6 marked by presence and not absence of qualit- 
ies. 7 dealing only with matters of fact; practical. 
8 Mathematics (of quantity) greater than zero. 9 
Electricity of, containing, or producing kind of 
charge produced by rubbing glass with silk. 10 
Photography showing lights and shades or 
colours as seen in original image. © noun posi- 
tive adjective, photograph, quantity, etc. o posi- 
tive discrimination making distinctions in 
favour of groups believed to be underprivileged. 
positive vetting inquiry into background etc. of 
candidate for post involving national security. 
O positively adverb. positiveness noun. 
u adjective 1 affirmative, categorical, certain, 
Clear, Conclusive, decided, definite, emphatic, 
explicit, firm, incontestable, incontrovertible, 
irrefutable, real, undeniable, unequivocal. 2 
assured, certain, confident, convinced, sure. 5 
beneficial, constructive, helpful, optimistic, 
Practical, useful, worthwhile. 6 affirmative. 


Positivism noun philosophical system recog- 
nizing only facts and observable phenomena. 
positivist noun & adjective. 

Positron /‘pozitron/ noun elementary particle 


me Same mass as but opposite charge to elec- 


Posse /'posr/ noun 4 strong fo 
rce or company. 2 
Stoup of law-enforcers. 3 a 


Possess /pa'zes/ verb 4 hold as property; own, 


Posh | post 


have. 2 occupy; take over (territory). 3 dominate 


mind of. o possessor noun. 
u 1 be gifted with, embody, embrace, enj 

€ ' A sh 
hold, include, own. 2 acquire, carl AD 
govern, invade, occupy, rule, seize, take over. 3 
bewitch, captivate, casta spell over, charm, 
enthral, haunt, hypnotize, obsess. 


possession /pa'zef(a)n/ noun 1 possessi 
being possessed. 2 occupancy. 3 thing ay 
4(in plural) property. 5 control of ball by player. 


things, wealth. 


m 4 (possessions) assets, belongings, chattel 
effects, estate, fortune, goods, property, ratios’ 


possessive Ipa'zestv/ adjective 1 wanting to 
retain what one possesses. 2 jealous and domin- 


eering. 3 Grammar 


indicating possession. 


@noun Grammar possessive case or word. 
possessive pronoun pronoun indicating pos- 
session (see panel). o possessiveness noun. 


a1 acquisitive, greedy, proprietorial, selfish, 
stingy. 2 clinging, dominating, domineering, 
jealous, overbearing, protective. 


possibility /posrbiltt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
state or fact of being possible. 2 thing that may 
exist or happen. 3 (usually in plural) capability 


of being used. 


a 1 chance, danger, feasibility, likelihood, odds, 
opportunity, plausibility, practicality, probability, 
tisk. 3 ( possibilities) capability, potential, promise. 


possible /'posıb(ə)l/ adjective 1 capable of 
existing, happening, being done, etc. 2 potential. 
@noun 1 possible candidate, member of team, 
etc. 2 highest possible score. 


imaginable, obtainable, 


probable. 


u adjective 1 achievable, admissible, attainable, 
conceivable, credible, doable, feasible, 


plausible, practicable, 


practical, realizable, reasonable, tenable, 
thinkable, viable, workable. 2 likely, potential, 


possibly adverb 1 perhaps. 2 in accordance 


with possibility. 


n 1 disputed hopefully, if possible, maybe, archaic 
| peradventure, archaic perchance, perhaps. 


possum /‘posam/ noun colloquial opossum. 
o play possum colloquial pretend to be uncon- 


scious or unaware. 


ost’ /paust/ noun 1 upright of timber or metal 
pe support in building, to mark boundary, carry 
notices, etc. 2 pole etc. marking start or finish of 
race. © verb 1 (often + up) display (notice etc.) in 
prominent place. 2 advertise by poster or list. 


publicize, publish. 


a noun,A baluster, bollard, brace, capstan, 
column, leg, newel, pale, paling, picket, pier, pile, 
pillar, pole, prop, pylon, shaft, stake, stanchion, 
standard, strut, support, upright. 2 starting post, 
winning post. © verb 1 display, pin up, put up, stick 
up. 2 advertise, announce, proclaim, promulgate, 


[paust/ noun 1 official conveying of 
post aa etc. 2 single collection or deliv- 


ery ofthese; letters etc. 


dispatched. 3 place where 


post | postwar 


letters etc. are collected. @ verb 1 put (letter etc.) 
into post. 2 (esp. as posted adjective) (often + 
up) supply with information. 3 enter in ledger. 
a postbox public box for posting mail. postcard 
card for posting without envelope. postcode 
group of letters and figures in postal address to 
assist sorting. post-haste with great speed. 
postman, postwoman person who collects or 
delivers post. postmark official mark on letters 
to cancel stamp. postmaster, postmistress offi- 
cial in charge of post office. post office room or 
building for postal business. Post Office public 
department or corporation providing postal ser- 
vices. 

u noun 2 collection, delivery, letters, mail. © verb 
1 dispatch, mail, send, transmit. 


post? /paust/ noun 1 appointed place of soldier 
etc. on duty. 2 occupying force. 3 fort. 4 paid 
employment. 5 trading post. everb 1 place 
(soldier etc.) at post. 2 appoint to post or 
command. 

| u noun 1 location, place, point, position, station. 4 

appointment, assignment, employment,job, 

occupation, office, place, position, formal 

situation, task, work. © verb appoint, assign, 

locate, place, position, set, situate, station. 


post- prefix after, behind. 
postage noun charge for sending letter etc. by 
post. o postage stamp small adhesive label 
indicating amount of postage paid. 
postal adjective of or by post. u postal order 
money order issued by Post Office. 
postdate /poust'dert/ verb (-ting) 1 give later 
than actual date to. 2 follow in time. 
poster noun 1 placard in public place. 2 large 
printed picture. o poster paint gummy opaque 
paint. 
a 1 advertisement, announcement, bill, 
broadsheet, circular, display, flyer, notice, placard, 


sign. 
poste restante /paust re'sta t/ noun depart- 
ment in post office where letters are kept till 
called for. 


posterior /pv'straria/ adjective 4 later in time 
or order. 2 at the back. © noun (in Singular or 
plural) buttocks. 


posterity /po'steriti/ noun 1 later generations. 
2 descendants. 


m 2 descendants, heirs, issue, offspring, progeny, 
successors. 


postern /'post(ə)n/ noun archaic back or side 
entrance. 
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postgraduate /peust'greedjuat/ noun 
on course of study after taking first ea 
© adjective relating to postgraduates, 


posthumous /'postjumas/ adjective 4 occur. 
ringafter death. 2 published after author’s death, 
3 born after father’s death. O posthumously 
adverb. 


postilion /po'stiljen/ noun (also Postillion) 
rider on near horse of team drawing coach ete. 
without coachman. 


post-impressionism /paustmm'prefan- 
1z(e)m/ noun art intending to express indi- 
vidual artist’s conception of objects represented. 
o post-impressionist noun & adjective. 


post-industrial /paustm'dastrial/ adjective of 
society or economy no longer reliant on heavy 
industry. 


post-mortem /paust'ma:tam/ noun 1 examin- 
ation of body made after death. 2 colloquial dis- 
cussion analysing course and result of event. 
© adverb & adjective after death. 


postnatal /pəvst'nert(ə)l/ adjective existing or 
occurring after birth. 


postpone /paust'paun/ verb (-ning) cause to 
take place at later time. 5 postponement noun. 
@ adjourn, defer, delay, hold over, keep in 
abeyance, lay aside, put back, put off, shelve, 
stay, suspend. 


postscript /‘peustskript/ noun addition at end 
of letter etc. after signature. 


a addendum, addition, afterthought, codicil (to 
will), epilogue, PS. 


postulant /‘postjulent/ noun candidate, esp. for 
admission to religious order. 


postulate verb /‘postjulert/ (ting) 1 (often + 
that) assume or require to be true; take for 
granted. 2 claim. @ noun /'pnstjulet/ 1 thing pos- 
tulated. 2 prerequisite. 


m verb 1 assume, hypothesize, posit, propose, 
suppose, theorize. 


posture /'postfə/ noun 1 relative position of 
parts, esp. of body; bearing. 2 mental attitude. 3 
condition or state (of affairs etc.). © verb (-ring) 1 
assume posture, esp. for effect. 2 pose (person). 
a noun 1 appearance, bearing, carriage, 
deportment, pose, position, stance. 2 see 
ATTITUDE 1,2. 


postwar /paust'wo:/ adjective occurring Or 
existing after a war. 


Possessive pronoun 


A possessive pronoun is a word such as mine, yours, or theirs, functioning as subject, complement, 


or direct or indirect object in a clause. 
This one is mine. 
That one is yours. 
Hers is no good. 
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posy /'pəvzı/ noun (plural -ies) small bunch of 
flowers. 


| n bouquet, buttonhole, corsage, nosegay, spray. 


pot! noun 1 rounded ceramic, metal, or glass 
vessel. 2 flowerpot, teapot, etc. 3 contents of pot. 
4chamber pot. 5 total amount bet in game etc. 6 
(usually in plural) colloquial large sum. 7 slang 
cup etc. as prize. © verb (-tt-) 1 plant in pot. 2 
(usually as potted adjective) preserve (food) in 
sealed pot. 3 pocket (ball) in billiards etc. 4 
abridge, epitomize. 5 shoot at, hit, or kill 
(animal). o go to pot colloquial be ruined. pot 
belly protuberant belly. pot-bellied adjective. 
potboiler work of literature etc. done merely to 
earn money. pot-herb herb grown in kitchen 
garden. pothole 1 deep hole in rock. 2 hole in 
road surface. potluck whatever is available. pot 
plant plant grown in flowerpot. pot roast piece 
of braised meat. pot-roast verb braise. potsherd 
broken piece of ceramic material. pot-shot 
random shot. o potful noun (plural -s). 

u noun 1 basin, bowl, casserole, cauldron, 

container, crock, crucible, dish, jar, pan, 

saucepan, urn, vessel. 


pot? noun slang marijuana. 
potable /'pəvtəb(ə)l/ adjective drinkable. 


potash /'potæf/ noun any of various compounds 
of potassium. 


potassium /pa'testom/ noun soft silver-white 
metallic element. 


potation /pa'terf(a)n/ noun 1 a drink. 2 
drinking. 
potato /pə'tertəu/ noun (plural -es) 1 edible 
plant tuber. 2 plant bearing this. o potato crisp 
crisp. 


poteen /po'tfi:n/ noun Irish illicit distilled 
spirit. 


potent /‘pavt(e)nt/ adjective 1 powerful, strong. 
2 cogent. 3 (of male) able to achieve erection of 
penis or have sexual intercourse. o potency 
noun. 

u 1 effective, forceful, formidable, influential, 

intoxicating (drink), mighty, overpowering, 

overwhelming, powerful, literary puissant, strong, 

vigorous. 2 see PERSUASIVE. 


potentate /‘pautenteit/ noun monarch, ruler. 


potential /po'tens(a)l/ adjective capable of 
Coming into being; latent. @ moun 1 capability 
or resources for use or development. 2 quantity 
determining energy of mass in gravitational field 
or of charge in ‘electric field. o potentiality 
/-Srzl-/ noun. potentially adverb. 

m adjective aspiring, budding, embryonic, 

hopeful, latent, likely, possible, probable, 

Promising, would-be. @ noun 1 aptitude, 

Capability, capacity, possibility, promise, 

resources, 


Pother /‘poda/ noun literary din, fuss. 


Potion /‘paus(a)n/ noun liquid dose of medicine, 
Poison, etc. 


posy | -pounder 


m brew, concoction, decoction, draught, drink, 
drug, elixir, liquid, medicine, mixture, philtre, 
potation, tonic. 


pot-pourri /peu'puart/ noun (plural -s) 1 
scented mixture of dried petals and spices. 2 
musical or literary medley. 

pottage /‘potid3/ noun archaic soup, stew. 
potter" /'potə/ verb (US putter) 1 (often + about, 
around) work etc. in aimless or desultory 
manner. 2 go slowly. o potterer noun. 


m 1 dabble, do odd jobs, fiddle about, mess about, 
tinker. 2 amble, loiter, saunter, stroll. 


potter’ /‘pota/ noun maker of ceramic vessels. 


pottery /‘poteri/ noun ( plural-ies) 1 vessels etc. 
made of baked clay. 2 potter's work or workshop. 


m 1 ceramics, china, crockery, crocks, 
earthenware, porcelain, stoneware, terracotta. 


potty’ /‘potr/ adjective (-ler, -iest) slang 1 crazy. 
2 insignificant. o pottiness noun. 

potty? noun (plural-ies) colloquial chamber pot, 
esp. for child. 

pouch noun 1 small bag; detachable pocket. 2 
baggy area of skin under eyes etc. 3 baglike 
receptacle in which marsupials carry un- 
developed young. 4 other baglike natural struc- 
ture. @ verb 1 put or make into pouch. 2 take 
possession of. 


| m noun 1 bag, pocket, purse, sack, wallet. 


pouffe /pu:f/ noun firm cushion as low seat or 
footstool. 

poulterer /‘paultere/ noun dealer in poultry and 
usually game. 

poultice /‘paultis/ noun soft usually hot dress- 
ing applied to sore or inflamed part of body. 
© verb (-cing) apply poultice to. 

poultry /‘paultri/ noun domestic fowls. 

pounce verb (-cing) 1 spring, swoop. 2 (often + 
on, upon) make sudden attack. 3 (often + on, 
upon) seize eagerly. @ noun act of pouncing. 

m verb 1 jump, leap, spring, swoop. 2, 3 (pounce 

on) ambush, attack, drop on, jump on, leap on, 

seize, snatch, spring at, strike, swoop down on, 

take by surprise. 


pound! noun 1 unit of weight equal to 16 oz 
(454 g). 2 (in full pound sterling) monetary unit 
of UK etc. 

pound? verb 1 crush or beat with repeated 
strokes. 2 (+ at, on) deliver heavy blows or 
gunfire to. 3 (+ along etc.) walk, run, etc. heavily. 


u 1 batter, beat, crush, grind, hammer, hit, knead, 
| mash, powder, pulp, pulverize, smash. 
pound? noun enclosure where stray animals or 


officially removed vehicles are kept until 
claimed. 


| m compound, corral, enclosure, pen. 


poundage noun commission or fee of so much 
per pound sterling or weight. 
-pounder combining form 1 thing or person 


pour | practically 


weighing specified number of pounds. 2 gun 
firing shell weighing specified number of 
pounds. 
pour /po:/ verb 1 (usually + down, out, over, etc.) 
(cause to) flow in stream or shower. 2 dispense 
(drink). 3 rain heavily. 4 (usually + in, out, etc.) 
come or go in profusion or in arush. 5 discharge 
copiously. 
u 1 cascade, course, discharge, disgorge, flood, 
flow, gush, run, spew, spill, spout, spurt, stream. 2 
decant, dispense, serve, tip. 4 flood, rush, stream, 


swarm. 


pout verb 1 push lips forward, esp. as sign of 
displeasure. 2 (of lips) be pushed forward. 
@ noun pouting expression. 


pouter noun kind of pigeon able to inflate crop. 


poverty /‘povati/ noun 1 being poor; want. 2 
(often + of, in) scarcity, lack. 3 inferiority, poor- 
ness. O poverty-stricken very poor. poverty trap 
situation in which increase of income incurs 
greater loss of state benefits. 

u 1 beggary, bankruptcy, destitution, hardship, 

impecuniousness, indigence, insolvency, 

necessity, need, penury, privation, want. 2 

absence, dearth, insufficiency, lack, paucity, 

scarcity, shortage. 


POW abbreviation prisoner of war. 


powder /‘pauda/ noun 1 mass of fine dry par- 
ticles. 2 medicine or cosmetic in this form. 3 
talcum powder. 4 gunpowder. @ verb 1 apply 
powder to. 2 (esp. as powdered adjective) reduce 
to powder. o powder blue pale blue. powder puff 
soft pad for applying cosmetic powder to skin. 
powder room euphemistic women’s lavatory. 
o powdery adjective. 
m noun 1 dust, particles. © verb 1 coat, dredge, 
dust, sprinkle. 2 atomize, crush, granulate, grind, 
pound, pulverize. powdery chalky, crumbly, 
crushed, disintegrating, dry, dusty, fine, friable, 
granular, granulated, ground, loose, powdered, 
pulverized, sandy. 


power /'pava/ noun 1 ability to do or act. 2 
mental or bodily faculty. 3 influence, authority; 
ascendancy. 4 authorization. 5 influential 
person etc. 6 state with international influence. 
7 vigour, energy. 8 colloquial large number or 
amount. 9 capacity for exerting mechanical 
force. 10 mechanical or electrical energy. 11 
electricity supply. 12 particular source or form 
of energy. 13 product obtained by multiplying a 
number by itself a specified number of times. 14 
magnifying capacity of lens. © verb1 supply with 
mechanical or electrical energy. 2 (+ up, down) 
increase or decrease power supplied to (device); 
switch on or off. a power cut temporary with- 
drawal or failure of electric power supply. 
powerhouse 1 power station. 2 person or thing 
of great energy. power of attorney authority to 
act for another in legal and financial matters. 
power point socket for connection of electrical 

appliance etc. to mains. power-sharing coalition 

government. power station building where elec- 
tric power is generated for distribution. 
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u noun 1,2 ability, capability, capacity, 
competence, faculty, potential, skill, talent. 3 
ascendancy, authority, colloquial clout, command 
control, dominance, domination, dominion, A 
influence, mastery, omnipotence, potency, rule, 
sovereignty, supremacy, sway. 4 authority, 
authorization, licence, permission, privilege, right 
7 drive, energy, force, might, muscle, strength, ; 
vigour. 


powerful adjective having great power or 
influence. 0 powerfully adverb. powerfulness 
noun. 
m authoritative, cogent, commanding, compelling, 
consuming, convincing, dominant, dynamic, 
effective, effectual, energetic, forceful, 
high-powered, influential, invincible, irresistible, 
mighty, muscular, omnipotent, overpowering, 
overwhelming, persuasive, potent, sovereign, 
strong, vigorous, weighty. 


powerless adjective 1 without power. 2 (often 
+ to) wholly unable. o powerlessness noun. 

m 1 defenceless, disabled, feeble, helpless, 

impotent, incapacitated, ineffective, ineffectual, 

paralysed, weak. 2 ( powerless to) incapable of, 

unable to, unfit to. 


powwow /'pauwavu/ noun meeting for discus- 
sion (originally among N. American Indians). 
© verb hold powwow. 

POX noun 1 virus disease leaving pocks. 2 collo- 
quial syphilis. 

PP abbreviation pianissimo. 

PP- abbreviation pages. 

P.p. abbreviation (also pp) per pro. 

PPS abbreviation 1 Parliamentary Private Sec- 
retary. 2 further postscript ( post-postscriptum). 
PR abbreviation 1 public relations. 2 propor- 

tional representation. 
practicable /'præktrkəb(ə)l/ adjective that can 
be done or used. o practicability noun. 
m achievable, attainable, doable, feasible, 
performable, possible, practical, realistic, 
sensible, viable, workable. 


practical /'preektrk(a)l/ adjective 1 of or con- 
cerned with practice rather than theory. 2 func- 
tional. 3 good at making, organizing, or mending 
things. 4 realistic; that can be done. 5 that is 
such in effect; virtual. @ noun practical exam. 
o practical joke trick played on person. prac 
tical joker noun. o practicality /-'kel-/ noun 
(plural -ies). 
m 1 applied, empirical, experimental. 2 
convenient, functional, handy, usable, useful, 
utilitarian. 3 businesslike, capable, competent, 
down-to-earth, efficient, expert, hard-headed, 
matter-of-fact, no-nonsense, pragmatic, 
proficient, realistic, sensible, skilled. 4 see 6 
PRACTICABLE. O practical joke see TRICK NOUN 9. 


practically adverb 4 virtually, almost. 2 in@ 
practical way. 


u 1 almost, close to, just about, nearly, to allintents 
and purposes, virtually. 
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practice ['præktıs/ noun 1 habitual action. 2 
repeated exercise to improve skill. 3 rehearsal. 
4 action as opposed to theory. 5 doctor’s or 
lawyer's professional business etc. 6 procedure, 
esp. of specified kind. Din practice 1 when 
applied; in reality. 2 skilled from recent practice. 
out of practice lacking former skill. put into 
practice apply (idea, method, etc.). 

n 1 convention, custom, habit, routine, tradition, 

way, formal or jocular wont. 2, 3 drill, dummy run, 

exercise, preparation, rehearsal, run-through, 
training, trial, try-out. 4 action, actuality, 

application, doing, effect, operation, reality, use. 5 

business, office, work. 6 method, modus 

operandi, procedure, routine, technique, way. 


practise /‘preektis/ verb (-sing) (US -tice; -cing) 
4 carry out in action. 2 do repeatedly to improve 
skill; exercise oneself in or on. 3 (as practised 
adjective) expert. 4 engage in (profession, reli- 
gion, etc.). 

n 1 apply, carry out, do, make a practice of, 

perform, put into practice. 2 drill, exercise, 

prepare, rehearse, run through, train. 4 engage in, 

follow, pursue. 


practitioner /prek'tif{ana/ noun professional 
worker, esp. in medicine. 


praesidium = PRESIDIUM. 

praetorian guard /pri:'to:rian/ noun body- 
guard of ancient Roman emperor etc. 

pragmatic /præg'mætık/ adjective dealing 
with matters from a practical point of view. 
u pragmatically adverb. 

pragmatism /'prægmətız(ə)m/ noun 1 prag- 
matic attitude or procedure. 2 Philosophy doc- 
trine that evaluates assertions according to their 
practical consequences. o pragmatist noun. 


prairie /'preərı/ noun large treeless tract of 
grassland, esp. in N. America. 
praise /preiz/ verb (-sing) 1 express warm 
approval or admiration of. 2 glorify. enoun 
Praising; commendation. o praiseworthy 
worthy of praise. 
u verb 1 acclaim, admire, applaud, cheer, clap, 
commend, compliment, congratulate, eulogize, 
extol, marvel at, pay tribute to, rave about, 
recommend, say nice things about. 2 adore, exalt, 
glorify, honour, laud, archaic magnify, worship. 
© noun acclaim, acclamation, accolade, 
admiration, adoration, adulation, applause, 
approbation, approval, commendation, 
Compliment, congratulation, devotion, encomium, 
eulogy, glorification, homage, honour, ovation, 
Panegyric, plaudits, testimonial, thanks, tribute, 
worship. o praiseworthy admirable, 
commendable, creditable, deserving, laudable, 
meritorious, worthy. 


Praline /‘pra:lin/ noun sweet made of nuts 
browned in boiling sugar. 


Pram noun carriage for baby, pushed by person 
on foot. 


| § baby carriage, formal perambulator, pushchair. 


Prance /pra:ns/ verb (-cing) 1 (of horse) spring 


practice | prebend 


from hind legs. 2 (of person) caper. 3 walk or 
behave in an elated or arrogant way. @ noun 
prancing; prancing movement. 

a verb 1,2 bound, caper, cavort, dance, frisk, 
frolic, gambol, hop, jig about, jump, leap, play, 
romp, skip, spring. 3 parade, colloquial show off, 
Strut, swagger, colloquial swan, colloquial swank. 


prank noun practical joke. 

prat noun slang fool. 

prate verb (-ting) 1 talk too much. 2 chatter fool- 
ishly. @ noun idle talk. i 

prattle /'præt(ə)l/ verb (-ling) talk in childish or 
inconsequential way. @ noun prattling talk. 


u verb babble, blather, chatter, gabble, maunder, 
colloquial natter, rattle on, colloquial witter on. 


prawn noun edible shellfish like large shrimp. 

pray verb (often + for, to do, that) 4 say prayers; 
make devout supplication. 2 entreat. 

m appeal (to), ask, beg, beseech, call upon, 

entreat, implore, invoke, petition, plead (with), 

literary supplicate. 


prayer /prea/ noun 1 request or thanksgiving 
to God or object of worship. 2 formula used in 
praying. 3 act of praying. 4 entreaty. o prayer 
book book of set prayers. prayer mat small 
carpet on which Muslims kneel when praying. 
prayer shawl one worn by male Jews when 
praying. 
m 1 collect, entreaty, intercession, invocation, 
litany, petition, request, literary supplication, 
thanksgiving. 3 devotion, intercession, 
meditation, praise, literary supplication, 
thanksgiving, worship. 4 appeal, entreaty, petition, 
plea, request, literary supplication. 0 prayer 
book breviary, RC Church missal. 


prayerful /‘pre:fol/ adjective given to praying; 
devout. 

pre- prefix before (in time, place, order, degree, 
or importance). 

preach verb 1 deliver (sermon); proclaim (the 
gospel etc.). 2 give moral advice obtrusively. 3 
advocate, inculcate. o preacher noun. 

1 deliver, expound, proclaim; ( preach gospel to) 

evangelize, proselytize. 2 harangue, lay down the 

law, lecture, moralize, pontificate, sermonize. 

u preacher clergyman, clergywoman, cleric, 

crusader, divine, ecclesiastic, evangelist, minister, 

missionary, moralist, pastor. 


preamble /pri:zmb(e)l/ noun 1 preliminary 
statement. 2 introductory part of statute, deed, 
etc. 

pre-arrange /pri:e'remd3/ verb (-ging) arrange 
beforehand. o pre-arranged adjective. pre- 
arrangement noun. 


u o pre-arranged fixed, planned, 
| predetermined, prepared, rehearsed, thought out. 
prebend /‘preband/ noun 1 stipend of canon or 
member of chapter. 2 portion of land etc. from 
which this is drawn. o prebendal /prr'bend(ə)l/ 


adjective. 


prebendary | predate 


prebendary /'prebəndərı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
holder of prebend. 2 honorary canon. 
Precambrian /pri:'kembrien/ adjective of 
earliest geological era. @ noun this era. 
precarious /pri'keartas/ adjective 1 uncertain; 
dependent on chance. 2 perilous. 0 precariously 
adverb. precariousness noun. 
u dangerous, slang dicey, colloquial dodgy, 
dubious, hazardous, insecure, perilous, risky, 
colloquial rocky, shaky, slippery, treacherous, 
uncertain, unreliable, unsafe, unstable, unsteady, 
vulnerable, wobbly. 


precast /pri:'ka:st/ adjective (of concrete) cast 
in required shape before positioning. 

precaution /prrko:J(a)n/ noun action taken 
beforehand to avoid risk or ensure good result. 
o precautionary adjective. 


į m preventive measure, safeguard, safety 
measure. 


precede /pri'si:d/ verb (-ding) 1 come or go 
before in time, order, importance, etc. 2 (+ by) 
cause to be preceded by. 
u 1 bein front of, come before, go ahead of, go 
before, go in front of, herald, introduce, lead, lead 
into, pave the way for, preface, prefix, start, usher 
in. 
precedence /‘presid(e)ns/ noun 1 priority. 2 
right of preceding others. o take precedence 
(often + over, of ) have priority. 
precedent noun /'presid(e)nt/ previous case 
taken as guide or justification etc. © adjective 
/prt'si:d(a)nt/ preceding. 
precentor /pri'senta/ noun leader of singing or 
(in synagogue) prayers of congregation. 
precept /'pri:sept/ moun rule for action or 
conduct. 


preceptor /pri'septa/ noun teacher, instructor. 
o preceptorial /pri:sep'to:rtal/ adjective. 

precession /prrsef(ə)n/ noun 1 slow move- 
ment of axis of spinning body around another 
axis. 2 such change causing equinoxes to occur 
earlier in each successive sidereal year. 


precinct /‘pri:smkt/ noun 1 enclosed area, esp. 
around building. 2 district in town, esp. where 
traffic is excluded. 3 (in plural) environs. 


preciosity /prefr'psiti/ noun affected refine- 
ment in art. 


precious I'prefas/ adjective 1 of great value. 2 
much prized. 3 affectedly refined. e adverb collo- 
guial extremely, very. 

n adjective 1 costly, expensive, invaluable, 

irreplaceable, priceless, valuable. 2 adored, 

beloved, darling, dear, loved, prized, treasured, 
valued, venerated. 


precipice /‘presipis/ noun vertical or steep face 
of rock, cliff, mountain, etc. 


| m bluff, cliff, crag, drop, escarpment. 


precipitate verb /prisipitert/ (ting) 1 hasten 
occurrence of. 2 (+ into) cause to go into (war etc.) 
hurriedly or violently. 3 throw down headlong. 4 
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Chemistry cause (substance) to be di 

solid form from solution. 5 Physics oA a 
(vapour) into drops. © adjective /prr'stpitat/ 4 
headlong. 2 hasty, rash. © noun [prr'sipitat/ 4 
solid matter precipitated. 2 moisture condensed 
from vapour. Uprecipitately /prr'stpitath; l 
adverb. precipitateness /prr'sipttetnis/ noun. 

u verb 1 accelerate, advance, bring on, cause 
encourage, expedite, further, hasten, hurry, incite 
induce, instigate, occasion, provoke, spark off 
trigger off. © adjective 1 breakneck, fast, : 
headlong, meteoric, premature, quick, rapid. 2 see 
HASTY 2. 


precipitation /prisiprterf(a)n/ noun 1 pre. 
cipitating, being precipitated. 2 rash haste, 3 
rain, snow, etc., falling to ground. 


| u 3 dew, drizzle, hail, rain, sleet, snow. 


precipitous /prr'sipitas/ adjective of or like pre- 
cipice; steep. 


m abrupt, perpendicular, sharp, sheer, steep, 
vertical. 


précis /'preisi:/ noun (plural same /-srz/) 
summary, abstract. © verb (-cises /-si:z/, -cised 
/-si:d/, -cising /-si:my/) make précis of. 
precise /pri'sats/ adjective 1 accurately worded; 
definite, exact. 2 punctilious. 
a 1 accurate, clear-cut, correct, defined, definite, 
distinct, exact, explicit, fixed, measured, right, 
specific, unambiguous, unequivocal, well defined. 
2 careful, critical, exacting, fastidious, finicky, 
meticulous, nice, punctilious, rigorous, 
scrupulous. 


precisely adverb 1 in a precise way; exactly. 2 
quite so. 

precision /prr'sız(ə)n/ moun accuracy. © adjec- 
tive designed for or produced by precise work. 

preclude /prr'klu:d/ verb (-ding) (often + from) 
prevent; make impossible. 

m avert, avoid, bar, debar, exclude, forestall, 

frustrate, impede, obviate, pre-empt, prevent, 

prohibit, rule out, thwart. 


precocious /prr'kavSas/ adjective prematurely 
developed in some respect. n precociously 
adverb. precociousness noun. precocity I kos:/ 
noun. 


l m advanced, forward, gifted, mature, quick. 
precognition /pri:kog'nif(e)n/ noun (esP- 
supernatural) foreknowledge. 


preconceive /pri:kon'si:v/ verb (-ving) form 
(opinion etc.) beforehand. 


preconception /pri:kan'sepJ(e)n/ noun 1 pre 
conceived idea. 2 prejudice. 


m assumption, bias, expectation, predisposition, 
prejudgement, prejudice, presupposition. 
precondition /pri:kan‘dif(e)n/ noun condition 


that must be fulfilled beforehand. D 


: r. 
precursor /pri:‘ks:sa/ noun 1 forerunne 
person who precedes in office etc. 3 harbinger- 


predate /pri:'‘dert/ verb (-ting) precede in time. 
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predator /'predətə/ noun 1 predatory animal. 2 
exploiter of others. 


predatory ['predətərı/ adjective 1 (of animal) 
preying naturally on others. 2 plundering or 
exploiting others. 

a 7 hunting, preying, rapacious, ravening, 
ravenous, voracious. 2 acquisitive, avaricious, 
covetous, extortionate, greedy, marauding, 
pillaging, plundering, rapacious, ravenous. 


predecease /pri:di'si:s/ verb (-sing) die before 
(another). 


predecessor /'pri:disesa/ noun 1 previous 
holder of office or position. 2 ancestor. 3 thing to 
which another has succeeded. 
1 forerunner, precursor. 2 ancestor, antecedent, 
forebear, forefather, progenitor. 3 antecedent, 
forerunner, precursor. 


predestine /pri:'destm/ verb (-ning) 1 deter- 
mine beforehand. 2 ordain by divine will or as if 
by fate. o predestination noun. 


predetermine /pri:di'ts:mm/ verb (-ning) 1 
decree beforehand. 2 predestine. 


n 1 agree, pre-arrange, set up. 2 fate, destine, 
| doom, ordain, predestine. 
predicament /pri‘dikemant/ noun difficult or 
unpleasant situation. 
u crisis, difficulty, disputed dilemma, 
embarrassment, emergency, fix, impasse, 


colloquial jam, mess, colloquial pickle, plight, 
problem, quandary, situation, state. 


predicate verb /‘predikert/ (-ting) 1 assert 
(something) about subject of proposition. 2 (+ 
on) base (statement etc.) on. © noun /‘predikat/ 
Grammar & Logic what is said about subject of 
sentence or proposition. o predicable adjective. 
predication noun. 


predicative /pri‘diketiv/ adjective 1 Grammar 
(of adjective or noun) forming part or all of pre- 
dicate. 2 that predicates. 


Predict /pri'drkt/ verb forecast, prophesy. 
Upredictable adjective. predictably adverb. 
Prediction noun. predictive adjective. 

n augur, forebode, forecast, foresee, foreshadow, 

foretell, forewarn, hint, intimate, presage, 

prognosticate, prophesy. o predictable disputed 
anticipated, certain, expected, foreseeable, 
foreseen, likely, on the cards, probable, sure, 
unsurprising. 


predilection /pri:drlekJ(e)n/ oun (often + for) 
preference, special liking. 


Predispose /pri:dis'pauz/ verb (-sing) 1 influ- 
ence favourably in advance. 2 (+ to, todo) render 
liable or inclined beforehand to. o predispos- 
ition /-pa'z1f(a)n/ noun. 


Predominate /prrdommert/ verb (-ting) 1 (+ 
over) have control over. 2 preponderate, prevail. 
O predominance noun. predominant adjective. 
Predominantly adverb. 


predator | preferable 


u 1 (predominate over) control, dominate, have 
the upper hand on, hold sway over, lead, prevail 
over, reign over, rule over. 2 be in the majority, 
dominate, preponderate, prevail; (predominate 
over) outnumber, outweigh. o predominant 
ascendant, chief, dominating, leading, main, 
preponderant, prevailing, prevalent, primary, 
ruling, sovereign. a 


pre-eminent /pri:‘emmant/ adjective excelling 
others; outstanding. opre-eminence noun. 
pre-eminently adverb. 

u distinguished, eminent, excellent, 

incomparable, matchless, outstanding, peerless, 

supreme, unrivalled, unsurpassed. 


pre-empt /pri:'empt/ verb 4 forestall. 2 obtain 
by pre-emption. 
USAGE Pre-empt is sometimes used to mean 
prevent, but this is considered incorrect in stand- 
ard English. : 
m 1 anticipate, forestall. 2 appropriate, arrogate, 
expropriate, seize, take over. 


pre-emption /pri:'empf(ə)n/ noun purchase or 
taking of thing before it is offered to others. 

pre-emptive /pri'emptrv/ adjective 1 pre- 
empting. 2 Military intended to prevent attack 
by disabling enemy. 

preen verb 1 (of bird) tidy (feathers, itself) with 
beak. 2 (of person) smarten or admire (oneself, 
one’s hair, clothes, etc.). 3 (often + on) pride 
(oneself). 

prefab /'pri:fæb/ noun colloquial prefabricated 
building. 

prefabricate /pri:'feebrikeit/ verb (-ting) man- 
ufacture sections of (building etc.) prior to 
assembly on site. 

preface /‘prefes/ noun 1 introduction to book 
stating subject, scope, etc. 2 preliminary part of 
speech. @ verb (-cing) 1 (often + with) introduce 
or begin (as) with preface. 2 (of event etc.) lead 
up to (another). o prefatory /-t(e)r1/ adjective. 

n noun foreword, introduction, lead-in, preamble, 

prolegomenon, prologue. © verb 1 begin, 

introduce, lead into, open, precede, prefix, start. 2 

lead up to, precede. 


prefect /‘pri:fekt/ noun 1 chief administrative 
officer of district in France etc. 2 senior pupil in 
school, authorized to maintain discipline. 

prefecture /'pri:fektfə/ noun 1 district under 
government of prefect. 2 prefect’s office or 
tenure. 


- prefer /pr1'f3:/ verb (-rr-) 1 (often + to, to do) like 


better. 2 submit (information, accusation, etc.). 
3 promote (person). 

1 be partial to, choose, fancy, favour, go for, 
incline towards, like better, opt for, pick out, plump 
for, select, single out, vote for. 


preferable I'preferab(a)l/ adjective to be pre- 
ferred; more desirable. o preferably adverb. 


u advantageous, better, better-liked, chosen, 
| favoured, nicer, preferred. - 


preference | premium 


preference /‘preferens/ noun 1 preferring, 
being preferred. 2 thing preferred. 3 favouring 
of one person etc. before others. 4 prior right. 

u 1 inclination, liking, partiality, predilection, 

proclivity. 2 choice, fancy, favourite, option, pick, 

selection, wish; ( preferences) likes. 3 bias, 

favouritism, partiality, prejudice. 


preferential /prefa'renJ(e)l/ adjective of, 
giving, or receiving preference. o preferentially 
adverb. 
u advantageous, better, biased, favourable, 
favoured, privileged, special, superior. 


preferment /prrfs:mənt/ noun formal promo- 
tion to higher office. 
prefigure /pri:'figə/ verb (-ring) represent or 
imagine beforehand. 
prefix /'pri:fiks/ noun 1 part-word added to 
beginning of word to alter meaning, e.g. re- in 
retake, ex- in ex-president. 2 title before name. 
@ verb 1 (often + to) add as introduction. 2 join 
(word, element) as prefix. 
pregnant /‘pregnent/ adjective 1 having child 
or young developing in womb. 2 significant, sug- 
gestive. 0 pregnancy noun (plural -ies). 
m 1 expectant, colloquial expecting, gestating, 
gravid, literary with child. 2 see MEANINGFUL 
(MEANING). 


preheat /pri:'hi:t/ verb heat beforehand. 


prehensile /pri:‘hensau/ adjective (of tail, limb, 
etc.) capable of grasping. 
prehistoric /pri:his'torik/ adjective of period 
before written records. o prehistory /-‘histar1/ 
noun. 
prejudge /pri:'d5ad3/ verb (-ging) form prema- 
ture judgement on (person etc.). o prejudge- 
ment noun. 
prejudice /‘predsudis/ noun 1 preconceived 
opinion. 2 (+ against, in favour of ) bias. 3 harm 
(possibly) resulting from action or judgement. 
© verb (-cing) 1 impair validity of. 2 (esp. as 
prejudiced adjective) cause (person) to have 
prejudice. o prejudicial /-'drf-/ adjective. 
m noun 1, 2 bias, bigotry, discrimination, 
dogmatism, fanaticism, favouritism, intolerance, 
leaning, narrow-mindedness, partiality, 
partisanship, predilection, predisposition, 
prejudgement, unfairness. © verb1 damage, 
harm, injure, ruin, spoil, undermine. 2 bias, colour, 
incline, influence, predispose, sway; (prejudiced) 
biased, bigoted, discriminatory, illiberal, 
intolerant, jaundiced, narrow-minded, one-sided, 
parochial, partial, partisan, derogatory 
tendentious, unfair. o prejudicial damaging, 
deleterious, detrimental, disadvantageous, 
harmful, inimical, injurious, unfavourable. 


prelacy /'prelasi/ noun ( plural -ies) 1 church 
government by prelates. 2 (the prelacy) prelates 
collectively. 3 office or rank of prelate. 

prelate /'prelat/ noun high ecclesiastical digni- 
tary, e.g. bishop. 

preliminary /prr'immori/ adjective introduc- 
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tory, preparatory. © noun (plural -les) (us 

in plural) 1 preliminary action or arrangem 

2 preliminary trial or contest. gat 
u adjective advance, earliest, early, experimental 
exploratory, first, inaugural, initial, introductory" 
opening, prefatory, preparatory, tentative, trial e 
© noun 1 see PRELUDE noun 1. È 


prelude /'prelju:d/ noun 1 (often + to) action 
event, etc. serving as introduction. 2 introduc, 
tory part of poem etc. 3 Music introductory Piece 
of suite. 4 Music short piece of similar type 
© verb (-ding) 1 serve as prelude to. 2 introduce 
with prelude. y 
m noun 1 beginning, curtain-raiser, introduction 
opener, opening, precursor, preliminary, : 
preparation, prologue, start, starter, warm-up. 2 
beginning, foreword, introduction, opening, 
overture, preamble, preface, prolegomenon, 
prologue, start. 


premarital /pri:'mzrrt(2)l/ adjective occurring 
etc. before marriage. 

premature /'premətfə/ adjective 1 occurring or 
done before usual or right time; too hasty. 2 (of 
baby) born 3 or more weeks before expected time. 
o prematurely adverb. 

m 1 before time, early, hasty, ill-timed, precipitate, 

colloquial previous, too early, too soon, 

undeveloped, untimely. 


premed /pri:'med/ noun colloquial premedica- 
tion. 

premedication /pri:medr'kerS(s)n/ noun 
medication in preparation for operation. 

premeditate /pri:'meditert/ verb (-ting) think 
out or plan beforehand. o premeditated adjec- 
tive. premeditation noun. 

u o premeditated calculated, conscious, 

considered, contrived, deliberate, intended, 

intentional, planned, pre-arranged, preconceived, 

predetermined, studied, wilful. 


premenstrual /pri:'menstrval/ adjective of the 
time immediately before menstruation. 

premier /‘premia/ noun prime minister. 
© adjective first in importance, order, or time. 
O premiership noun. 

première /‘premiea/ noun first performance a 
showing of play or film. @ verb (-ring) give prem 
ére of. j 

premise /‘premis/ noun 1 premiss. 2 (in piirat) 
house or other building with its grounds etc. 


- (in plural) Law previously specified houses, 


lands, or tenements. o on the premises in the 


house etc. concerned. . i 
premiss /'premıs/ noun previous statemen 
from which another is inferred. 
m assertion, assumption, basis, grounds, 3 
hypothesis, proposition, supposition, thesis. 
premium /‘pri:miem/ noun 1 amount to he ay 
for contract of insurance. 2 sum added to best 
est, wages, etc. 3 reward, prize. © adjectiven i 
quality and highest price. o ata premium a aa 
valued; above usual or nominal price. Pre 
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(Savings) Bond government security not 
bearing interest but with periodic prize draw. 
premonition /preme'nif(e)n/ noun forewarn- 
ing; presentiment. o premonitory /pri'monitar1/ 
adjective. 
n foreboding, forewarning, hunch, indication, 
intuition, misgiving, omen, portent, presentiment, 
suspicion, warning. 


m 1 arrange, cook, devise, do what's necessary, fix 
up, get ready, make, make arrangements, make 
ready, organize, pave the way, plan, pre-arrange, 
process, set up. 2 brief, coach, educate, equip, fit, 
instruct, practise, prime, rehearse, teach, train, 
tutor. 3 (prepare oneself) brace oneself, 
discipline oneself, fortify oneself, steel oneself. 


= prepay /pri:'pe1/ verb (past & past participle 
prenatal /pri:'nert(a)l/ adjective existing or prepaid) 1 pay (charge) beforehand. 2 pay 
occurring before birth. postage on beforehand. o prepayment noun. 


preoccupy /pri'okjupar/ verb (ies, led) 1 preponderate /prrpondarert/ verb (ting) 
dominate mind of. 2 (as preoccupied adjective) (often + over) 1 be superior in influence, quan- 
otherwise engrossed. 0 preoccupation noun. tity, or number. 2 predominate. o preponder- 
a2 aal pronase absorbed, ance noun. preponderant adjective. 

abstracted, daydreaming, distracted, engaged, 3 

engrossed, far-away, immersed, inattentive, Proposition Iprepa'zif(@)n/ noun word used 

involved, lost in thought, musing, obsessed, ore noun or pronoun to indicate its relation- 


pensive, pondering, rapt, reflecting, taken up, eee ee (see panel). o prepositional 
thoughtful, wrapped up. ive. 

T = 7 prepossess /pri:pa'zes/ verb 1 (usually in 
preordain /pri:o:‘dem/ verb ordain or deter- passive) take possession of. 2 prejudice, usually 


mine beforehand. favourably. 3 (as prepossessing adjective) 
prep noun colloquial 1 homework. 2 time when attractive. o prepossession noun. 

this is done. preposterous /prr'pnstaras/ adjective 1 utterly 
prepack /pri'pæk/ verb (also pre-package absurd. 2 contrary to nature or reason. O pre- 

/-\peekid3/) pack (goods) before retail. posterously adverb. 


m absurd, bizarre, excessive, extreme, grotesque, 
ludicrous, monstrous, outrageous, ridiculous, 
Surreal, unreasonable, colloquial unthinkable. 


preparation /prepa'rerf(2)n/ noun preparing, 
being prepared. 2 (often in plural) thing done to 
make ready. 3 substance specially prepared. 

u 1 briefing, gearing up, getting ready, ee 5 
groundwork, making provision, organization, prepuce /'pri:pju:s/ noun foreskin. 

practice, setting up, spadework, training. 2 Pre-Raphaelite /pri'ræfəlart/ noun member 
(preparations) arrangements, measures, plans, of group of 19th-c. English artists. © adjective 1 
Provisions. of Pre-Raphaelites. 2 (pre-Raphaelite) (esp. of 


ae woman) of type painted by Pre-Raphaelites. 
preparatory /pri'pzeratart/ adjective (often + SPEI 
to) serving to prepare; introductory. @adverb Pre-record /pri:rrko:d/ verb record in advance. 
(often + fo) as a preparation. Upreparatory prerequisite /pri:'rekwrzit/ adjective required 
Sengal private primary or (US) secondary as precondition. @ noun prerequisite thing. 
school. 
a a USAGE Prerequisite is sometimes confused with 
fet td Hattie etait au ona ei perquisite, which means ‘an extra profit, right, 
oneself) get oneself ready. or privilege’. 


Preposition 


A preposition is used in front of a noun or pronoun to form a phrase. It often describes the position 
or movement of something, e.g. under the chair, or the time at which something happens, e.g. in 
the evening. 


Prepositions in common use are: 


about behind into through 
above beside like till 

across between near to 

after by of towards 
against down off under 
along during on underneath 
among except outside until 
around for over up 

as from past upon 

at in round with 


before inside since without 


prerogative | preshrunk 


u adjective compulsory, essential, indispensable, 
mandatory, necessary, obligatory, prescribed, 
required, requisite, specified, stipulated. © noun 
condition, essential, necessity, precondition, 
proviso, qualification, requirement, requisite, sine 
qua non, stipulation. 


prerogative /prrrogatrv/ noun right or privil- 
ege exclusive to individual or class. 

Pres. abbreviation President. 

presage /'presid3/ noun 1 omen. 2 presenti- 
ment. © verb (-ging) 1 portend. 2 indicate (future 
event etc.). 3 foretell, foresee. 

presbyopia /prezbi'supie/ noun 
sightedness. o presbyopic adjective. 

presbyter /‘prezbita/ noun 1 priest of Episcopal 
Church. 2 elder of Presbyterian Church. 

Presbyterian /prezbr'tierten/ adjective (of 
Church, esp. Church of Scotland) governed by 
elders all of equal rank. © noun member of Pres- 
byterian Church. o Presbyterianism noun. 

presbytery /‘prezbitar1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
eastern part of chancel. 2 body of presbyters. 3 
RC priest’s house. 

prescient /‘prestent/ adjective having fore- 
knowledge or foresight. u prescience noun. 

prescribe /pri'skratb/ verb (-bing) 1 advise use 
of (medicine etc.). 2 lay down authoritatively. 
USAGE Prescribe is sometimes confused with 
proscribe, which means ‘forbid’. 

a 1 advise, recommend, suggest. 2 assign, 

command, demand, dictate, direct, fix, impose, 

instruct, lay down, ordain, order, require, specify, 

stipulate. 


long- 


prescript 
command. 
prescription /pri'skripf(e)n/ noun 1 prescrib- 
ing. 2 doctor’s (usually written) instruction for 
composition and use of medicine. 3 medicine 
thus prescribed. 
prescriptive /pri'skriptiv/ adjective 1 prescrib- 
ing. 2 laying down rules. 3 arising from custom. 
presence /'prez(a)ns/ noun 1 being present. 2 
place where person is. 3 personal appearance; 
force of personality. 4 person or spirit that is 
present. Opresence of mind calmness and 
quick-wittedness in sudden difficulty etc. 
u 1 attendance, closeness, companionship, 
company, nearness, propinquity, proximity, 
society. 3 air, appearance, aura, bearing, literary 
comportment, demeanour, impressiveness, 
literary mien, personality, poise, self-assurance, 
self-possession. ` 


present’ /‘prez(2)nt/ adjective 1 being in place 
in question. 2 now existing, occurring, or being 
dealt with etc. 3 Grammar expressing present 
action or state. © noun (the present) 1 now. 2 
present tense. o at present now. for the present 
just now. present-day of this time; modern. 

n adjective 1 at hand, here, in attendance. 2 

contemporary, current, existing, extant, 

present-day. @ noun 1 (the present) here and 

now, now, today. 


/'pri:skript/ moun ordinance, 
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present? /pri'zent/ verb 1 introduce. 2 exhibit: 
reveal; offer for consideration. 3 offer or ive 
(thing) to. 4 (+ with) provide (person) with, E H 
(play, film, etc.) before public. 6 deliver (chegue 
etc.) for payment etc. o present arms hold rifle 
etc. in saluting position. present oneself 
appear. 
m 1 announce, introduce, make known. 2 adduce, 
bring forward, demonstrate, display, exhibit, 
furnish, proffer, put forward, reveal, set out, show, 
submit. 3, 4 award, bestow, confer, dispense, : 
distribute, donate, give, hand over, offer. 5 act, 
bring out, perform, put on, stage. 0 present 
oneself see APPEAR 1, REPORT verb 4, 


present? /‘prez(a)nt/ noun gift. 

m historical alms, bonus, bounty, contribution, 
donation, endowment, gift, grant, gratuity, 
handout, offering, tip. 


presentable /prrzentab(a)l/ adjective of good 
appearance; fit to be shown. o presentability 
noun. presentably adverb. 

m acceptable, adequate, all right, clean, decent, 

decorous, good enough, neat, passable, proper, 

respectable, satisfactory, suitable, tidy, tolerable, 

up to scratch, worthy. 


presentation /prezən'terf(ə)n/ noun 1 pre- 
senting, being presented. 2 thing presented. 3 
manner or quality of presenting. 4 demonstra- 
tion of materials etc.; lecture. 

presenter zoun person introducing broadcast 
programme, 

presentiment /prrzentmant/ noun vague 
expectation; foreboding. 


presently adverb 1 before long. 2 US & Scottish 
at present. 


1 archaic anon, before long, by and by, colloquial 
in ajiffy, shortly, soon. 


preservative /prr'z3:vatrv/ noun substance for 
preserving food etc. © adjective tending to pre- 
serve. 
preserve /prr'z3:v/ verb (-ving) 1 keep safe or 
free from decay. 2 maintain, retain. 3 treat (food) 
to prevent decomposition or fermentation. 4 
treat (corpse) to prevent decomposition. 5 keep 
(game etc.) undisturbed for private use. © noun 
4 (in singular or plural) preserved fruit, jam. a 
place where game etc. is preserved. 3 sphere © 
activity regarded by person as his or hers alone. 
o preservation /preza'vers(a)n/ moun. preserver 
noun. 
m verb 1 care for, defend, guard, look after, protect, 
safeguard, save, secure, watch over. 2 conserve; 
keep, lay up, maintain, perpetuate, retain, seen Ie 
stockpile, store, support, sustain, uphold. 3 bottle, 
can, chill, conserve, cure, dehydrate, dry, baer 
freeze-dry, irradiate, jam, pickle, refrigerate, $a! 
tin. 4 embalm, mummify. @ noun 1 conserve, jam, 
jelly, marmalade. 2 reservation, reserve, 
sanctuary. 


preshrunk /pri:'‘Srank/ adjective (of fabric} 


treated so as to shrink during manufactu! 
not in use. 
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preside /prr'zaid/ verb (-ding) (often + at, over) 
4 be chairperson or president. 2 exercise control 
or authority. 


n 1 bein charge, chair, officiate, take charge, take 
the chair. 2 ( preside over) see GOVERN 1. 
presidency /'prezidensi/ noun (plural -ies) 4 
office of president. 2 period of this. 
president /‘prezid(e)nt/ noun 1 head of repub- 
lic. 2 head of society or council etc., of certain 
colleges, or (US) of university, company, etc. 3 
person in charge of meeting. o presidential 
|-'den-/ adjective. 
presidium /prr'sidiem/ noun (also praesidium) 
standing committee, esp. in Communist country. 
press’ verb 1 apply steady force to. 2 flatten, 
shape, smooth (esp. clothes). 3 (+ out of, from, 
etc.) squeeze (juice etc.). 4 embrace, caress 
firmly. 5 (+ on, against, etc.) exert pressure on. 6 
be urgent; urge. 7 (+ for) demand insistently. 8 
(+ up, round, etc.) crowd. 9 (+ on, forward, etc.) 
hasten. 10 (+ on, upon) force (offer etc.) on. 11 
manufacture (gramophone record, car part, etc.) 
using pressure. © noun 1 pressing. 2 device for 
compressing, flattening, extracting juice, etc. 3 
machine for printing. 4 printing house; pub- 
lishing company. 5 (the press) newspapers. 6 
publicity in newspapers. 7 crowding; crowd. 8 
pressure of affairs. 9 large usually shelved cup- 
board. Opress agent person employed to 
manage advertising and press publicity. press 
conference meeting with journalists. press 
gallery gallery for reporters, esp. in legislative 
assembly. press release statement issued to 
newspapers etc. press stud small device 
fastened by pressing to engage two parts. 
press-up exercise in which prone body is raised 
by pressing down on hands to straighten arms. 
n verb 1 compress, condense, crush, depress, 
force, push, shove, colloquial squash, squeeze. 2 
flatten, iron, smooth. 6, 7 ask, beg, bully, coerce, 
constrain, dragoon, entreat, exhort, implore, 
importune, induce, colloquial lean on, persuade, 
pressure, pressurize, put pressure on, request, 
require, urge. 8 cram, crowd, flock, gather, jam, 
pack, throng. © noun 5 (the press) magazines, 
the media, newspapers. 


Press? verb 1 historical force to serve in army 
or navy. 2 bring into use as makeshift. 
Opress-gang noun historical group of men 
oe to press men for navy. © verb force into 
service. 


Pressing adjective 1 urgent. 2 insistent. © noun 
1 thing made by pressing, e.g. gramophone 
record. 2 series of these made at one time. 3 act 
of pressing. o pressingly adverb. 

u adjective see URGENT 1. 


Pressure /‘prefa/ noun 1 exertion of continuous 
force. 2 force so exerted. 3 amount of this. 4 
urgency. 5 affliction, difficulty. 6 constraining 
or compelling influence. @ verb (-ring) 1 (often + 
tnto) apply pressure to. 2 (often + into) coerce; 
persuade. o pressure cooker pan for cooking 
quickly under high pressure. pressure group 
group formed to influence public policy. 


preside | presuppose 


m noun 1, 2 burden, compression, force, 
heaviness, load, might, power, stress, weight. 4,5 
adversity, affliction, constraints, demands, 
difficulties, exigencies, colloquial hassle, hurry, 
oppression, problems, strain, stress, urgency. 

© verb ask, beg, bully, coerce, constrain, dragoon, 
entreat, exhort, implore, importune, induce, 
colloquial lean on, persuade, press, pressurize, 
request, require, urge. 


pressurize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 
(esp. as pressurized adjective) maintain normal 
atmospheric pressure in (aircraft cabin etc.) at 
high altitude. 2 raise to high pressure. 3 pressure 
(person). 


prestidigitator /prestrdidsiterta/ noun formal 
conjuror. o prestidigitation noun. 


prestige /pres'ti:3/ noun respect or reputation. 
@adjective having or conferring prestige. 
o prestigious /-'stid3as/ adjective. 
m noun cachet, celebrity, credit, distinction, 
eminence, esteem, fame, glory, good name, 
honour, importance, influence, colloquial kudos, 
regard, renown, reputation, respect, standing, 
stature, status. 0 prestigious acclaimed, august, 
celebrated, creditable, distinguished, eminent, 
esteemed, estimable, famed, famous, 
high-ranking, honourable, honoured, important, 
influential, pre-eminent, prestige, renowned, 
reputable, respected, significant, well known. 


presto /'prestau/ Music adverb & adjective in 
quick tempo. @ moun (plural -s) presto move- 
ment or passage. 


prestressed /pri:'strest/ adjective(ofconcrete) 
strengthened by stretched wires in it. 


presumably /prrzju:mabli/ adverb as may 
reasonably be presumed. 

presume /pri'zju:m/ verb (ming) 1 (often + 
that) suppose to be true; take for granted. 2 (often 
+ to do) venture. 3 be presumptuous. 4 (+ on, 
upon) make unscrupulous use of. 

m 1 assume, believe, conjecture, gather, guess, 

hypothesize, imagine, infer, postulate, suppose, 

surmise, suspect, take for granted, take it, think. 2 

be presumptuous enough, dare, have the 

effrontery, take the liberty, venture. 


presumption /pri'zampJ(e)n/ noun 1 arro- 
gance; presumptuous behaviour. 2 taking for 
granted. 3 thing presumed to be true. 4 ground 
for presuming. 

presumptive /pri'zamptrv/ adjective giving 
grounds for presumption. 

presumptuous /prrzamptfuas/ adjective 
unduly confident; arrogant. O presumptuously 
adverb. presumptuousness noun. 

u arrogant, bold, brazen, cheeky, conceited, 

forward, impertinent, impudent, insolent, 

overconfident, colloquial pushy, shameless, 

unauthorized, unwarranted. 


presuppose /pri:se'pauz/ verb (-sing) 1 assume 
beforehand. 2 imply. o presupposition 
/-sape'zif(a)n/ noun. 


| 
| 
| 


pre-tax | prey 


pre-tax /pri:'teks/ adjective (of income) before 
deduction of taxes. 
pretence /pri'tens/ noun (US pretense) 1 pre- 
tending, make-believe. 2 pretext; guise. 3 (+ fo) 
(esp. false) claim to. 4 ostentation. 
u 1 acting, artifice, camouflage, charade, 
counterfeiting, deceit, deception, dissembling, 
dissimulation, falsification, feigning, fiction, 
humbug, hypocrisy, insincerity, invention, lying, 
make-believe, sham, simulation, trickery. 2 act, 
appearance, blind, cover, deception, disguise, 
excuse, façade, feint, front, guise, hoax, 
masquerade, pose, pretext, ruse, subterfuge, wile. 
4 affectation, display, ostentation, posing, 
posturing, pretentiousness, show. 


pretend /pri'tend/ verb 1 claim or assert falsely. 

2 imagine in play. 3 (as pretended adjective) 

falsely claimed to be. 4 (+ to) profess to have. 
© adjective colloquial pretended. 

| m verb 1 act, affect, allege, bluff, counterfeit, 
disguise, dissemble, dissimulate, fake, feign, 
hoax, lie, make believe, make out, profess, purport, 
sham, simulate; ( pretend to be) imitate, 
impersonate, masquerade as, pose as. 2 act, 
imagine, make believe, perform, play, play-act, 
play a part, colloquial put on an act. 4 ( pretend to) 

| claim, lay claim to, profess, purport to have. 


pretender noun person who claims throne, 
title, etc. 


a aspirant, claimant, rival, suitor. 


pretense US = PRETENCE. 
pretension /pri'tenJ(a)n/ noun (often + to) 1 
assertion of claim. 2 pretentiousness. 
pretentious /prrtenfas/ adjective 1 making 
excessive claim to merit or importance. 2 osten- 
tatious. opretentiously adverb. pretentious- 
ness noun. 
n affected, colloquial arty, conceited, 
exaggerated, extravagant, grandiose, colloquial 
highfalutin, inflated, ostentatious, overblown, over 
the top, pompous, showy, snobbish, superficial. 


preternatural /pri:tə'nætfər(ə)l/ adjective 
extraordinary; supernatural. 

pretext /'pri:tekst/ noun ostensible reason; 
excuse. 


| m cloak, cover, disguise, excuse, pretence. 


pretty /'priti/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 attractive in 
delicate way. 2 fine, good. 3 considerable. 
@ adverb colloquial fairly, moderately. © verb 
(ies, -ied) (often + up) make pretty. 
Opretty-pretty colloquial'too pretty. o prettify 
verb (-ies, -ied). prettily adverb. prettiness 
noun. 
a adjective 1 appealing, attractive, beautiful, esp. 
Scottish & Northern English bonny, charming, esp. 
US colloquial cute, dainty, delicate, colloquial easy 
on the eye, fetching, good-looking, colloquial 
lovely, nice, pleasing, colloquial pretty-pretty, 
winsome. @ adverb fairly, moderately, quite, 
rather, reasonably, somewhat, tolerably. 


pretzel /'prets(a)l/ noun crisp knot-shaped 
salted biscuit. 
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prevail /prr'veil/ verb 1 (often + agai; 
victorious. 2 be the more usual on predomi 
3 exist or occur in general use. 4 (+ on upo, t 
persuade. 5 (as prevailing adjective) predomi 
ant; widespread; in general use. i 
m 1 succeed, triumph, win, win the day. 2 hold 
sway, predominate, preponderate. 3 be current, be 
prevalent, be widespread, exist, obtain. 5 ; 
(prevailing) accepted, ascendant, chief, 
commonest, current, dominant, dominating, 
general, governing, influential, main, mainstream 
predominant, prevalent, principal, ruling. ; 


prevalent /'prevələnt/ adjective generally 
existing or occurring. o prevalence noun. 

m common, current, customary, established, 

extensive, familiar, fashionable, general, normal, 

ordinary, orthodox, pervasive, popular, Prevailing, 

ubiquitous, universal, usual, widespread.’ 


prevaricate /pri'veertkert/ verb (-ting) speak or 
act evasively or misleadingly. o prevarication 
noun. prevaricator noun. 


USAGE Prevaricate is often confused with pro- 
crastinate, which means ‘to defer action’. 

m beat about the bush, be evasive, cavil, deceive, 
equivocate, fib, hedge, lie, mislead, quibble, 
temporize. 


prevent /pri'vent/ verb (often + from doing) stop, 
hinder. opreventable adjective (also pre- 
ventible). prevention noun. 


USAGE The use of prevent without ‘from’ as in 
She prevented me going is informal. An accept- 
able further alternative is She prevented my 
going. 

u avert, avoid, baffle, bar, block, check, control, 
curb, deter, fend off, foil, forbid, forestall, 
frustrate, hamper, head off, help (can't help it), 
hinder, impede, inhibit, intercept, nip in the bud, 
obstruct, obviate, preclude, prohibit, put a stop to, 
restrain, save, stave off, stop, thwart, ward off. 


preventative /pri'ventatrv/ adjective & noun 
preventive. 

preventive /prr'ventiv/ adjective serving to 
prevent, esp. disease. © noun preventive agent, 
measure, drug, etc. 

m adjective counteractive, deterrent, obstructive, 

precautionary, pre-emptive, preventative. 


preview /‘pri:vju:/ noun showing of film, play, 
etc. before it is seen by general public. © ver! 
view or show in advance. 

previous /'pri:vies/ adjective 1 (often + © 
coming before in time or order. 2 colloquial 
hasty, premature. © adverb (+ to) before. 0 pre- 
viously adverb. 

a adjective 1 above-mentioned, aforementl 

aforesaid, antecedent, earlier, erstwhile, 

foregoing, former, past, preceding, prior. 2 see 

PREMATURE 1. 


pre-war /pri:'wa:/ adjective existing or occur 
ring before a war. 
prey /prer/ noun 1 animal hunted or killed bY 


joned, 
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another for food. 2 (often + to) victim. © verb (+ 
on, upon) 1 seek or take as prey. 2 make victim 
of. 3 exert harmful influence on. 

a noun 1 kill, quarry, victim. 2 quarry, target, 
victim. © verb ( prey on) 1 eat, feed on, hunt, kill, 
live off. 2 see EXPLOIT verb 2. 


price noun 1 amount of money for which thing 
is bought or sold; value. 2 what must be given, 
done, etc. to obtain thing. 3 odds. © verb (-cing) 
4 fix or find price of. 2 estimate value of. o at a 
price at high cost. price tag label on item 
showing its price. 
u noun 1 amount, charge, cost, slang damage, 
estimate, expenditure, expense, fare, fee, figure, 
outlay, payment, quotation, rate, sum, terms, toll, 
valuation, value, worth. 2 cost, toll; ( pay the price) 
see ATONE. 


priceless adjective 1 invaluable. 2 colloquial 
very amusing or absurd. 

a 1 costly, dear, expensive, incalculable, 

inestimable, invaluable, irreplaceable, precious, 

colloquial pricey, rare, valuable. 2 see FUNNY 1. 


pricey adjective (pricier, priciest) colloquial 
expensive. 

prick verb 1 pierce slightly; make small hole in. 
2 (+ off, out) mark with pricks or dots. 3 trouble 
mentally. 4 tingle. © noun 1 pricking. 2 mark of 
it. 3 pain caused as by pricking. 4 mental pain. 
aū prick out plant (seedlings etc.) in small holes 
pricked in earth. prick up one’s ears 1 (of dog) 
erect the ears when alert. 2 (of person) become 
suddenly attentive. 


a verb 1 jab, lance, perforate, pierce, punch, 
puncture, riddle, stab, sting. 3 see STIMULATE. 


prickle /‘prik(e)l/ noun 1 small thorn. 2 
hard-pointed spine. 3 prickling sensation. © verb 
(-ling) cause or feel sensation as of prick(s). 

a noun 1,2 barb, needle, spike, spine, thorn. 3 

irritation, itch, pricking, tingle, tingling. © verb 

irritate, itch, scratch, sting, tingle. 


Prickly adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 having prickles. 
2 irritable. 3 tingling. o prickly heat itchy 
inflammation of skin near sweat glands. prickly 
pear 1 cactus with pear-shaped edible fruit. 2 its 
fruit. o prickliness noun. 

u 1 barbed, bristly, rough, scratchy, sharp, spiky, 

piny, stubbly, thorny, unshaven. 2 see IRRITABLE 


pride noun 1 elation or satisfaction at one’s 
achievements, possessions, etc. 2 object of this. 
3 unduly high opinion of oneself. 4 proper sense 
ofone’s own worth, position, etc. 5 group (oflions 
etc.). @ verb (-ding) (pride oneself on, upon) be 
Proud of. o pride of place most important pos- 
ition. take (a) pride in be proud of. 
u noun 1 delight, elation, gratification, happiness, 
Joy, pleasure, satisfaction. 2 delight, jewel, joy, 
treasure, treasured possession. 3 arrogance, 
Colloquial big-headeness, boastfulness, conceit, 
egotism, haughtiness, hubris, megalomania, 
narcissism, overconfidence, presumption, 
Self-admiration, self-importance, self-love, 


price | prime 


Self-satisfaction, smugness, snobbery, 
snobbishness, vainglory, vanity. 4 dignity, honour, 
self-esteem, self-respect. 


prie-dieu lpri'dja:/ noun (plural -x same 
pronunciation) kneeling-desk for prayer. 

Priest /pri:st/ noun 1 ordained minister of some 
Christian churches (above deacon and below 
bishop). 2 (feminine priestess) official minister 
of non-Christian religion. o priesthood noun. 
Priestly adjective. 


l @ 1 See CLERGYMAN. 


prig noun self-righteous or moralistic person. 
O priggish adjective. priggishness noun. 

a a priggish conservative, fussy, colloquial 

goody-goody, haughty, moralistic, prim, prudish, 

self-righteous, sententious, stiff-necked, stuffy. 


prim adjective (-mm-)1 stiffly formal and precise. 
2 prudish. o primly adverb. primness noun. 

m 1 fastidious, formal, precise, prissy, proper, 

starchy. 2 demure, inhibited, narrow-minded, 

proper, prudish, strait-laced. 


prima /‘pri:ma/ adjective a prima ballerina chief 
female dancer in ballet. prima donna 1 chief 
female singer in opera. 2 temperamental person. 

primacy /'praməsı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
pre-eminence. 2 office of primate. 

prima facie /pramae '‘ferJ1/ adverb at first sight. 
© adjective (of evidence) based on first impres- 
sion. 

primal /'prarm(ə)l/- adjective 1 primitive, pri- 
meval. 2 fundamental. 

m 1 early, earliest, first, original, primeval, 

primitive, primordial. 2 see PRIMARY adjective 1. 


primary /'pramərı/ adjective 1 of first import- 
ance; fundamental. 2 original. © noun (plural 
-ies) 1 primary colour, feather, school, etc. 2 US 
primary election. o primary colour one not 
obtained by mixing others. primary education 
education for children under 11. primary elec- 
tion US election to select candidate(s) for prin- 
cipal election. primary feather large flight 
feather of bird’s wing. primary school school 
for primary education. o primarily /‘prammertl, 
prar'meartli/ adverb. 

n adjective 1 basic, cardinal, chief, dominant, first, 

foremost, fundamental, greatest, important, 

initial, leading, main, major, outstanding, 
paramount, predominant, pre-eminent, primal, 
prime, principal, supreme, top. 0 primarily 

basically, chiefly, especially, essentially, firstly, 

fundamentally, generally, mainly, mostly, 
particularly, predominantly, pre-eminently, 


principally. 


primate /‘prameit/ noun 1 member of highest 
order of mammals, including apes, man, etc. 2 
archbishop. 

prime’ adjective 1 chief, most important. 2 of 
highest quality. 3 primary, fundamental. 4 (of 
number etc.) divisible only by itself and unity. 
@ noun best or most vigorous stage. o prime min- 
ister chief minister of government. prime mover 


prime | priority 


1 initial source of motive power. 2 author of fruit- 
ful idea. prime time time when television etc. 
audience is largest. 

m adjective 1, 3 see PRIMARY adjective 1.2 best, 
excellent, first-class, first-rate, foremost, select, 
superior, top, top-quality. 


prime? verb (-ming) 1 prepare (thing) for use. 2 
prepare (gun) for firing or (explosive) for deton- 
ation. 3 pour liquid into (pump) to start it 
working. 4 cover (wood, metal, etc.) with primer. 
5 equip (person) with information etc. 


| m 1 get ready, prepare. 5 see PREPARE 2. 


primer’ noun substance applied to bare wood, 
metal, etc. before painting. 


primer noun 1 elementary school-book. 2 intro- 
ductory book. 


primeval /prarmi:v(ə)l/ adjective 4 of first age 
of world. 2 ancient, primitive. 


primitive /‘primitrv/ adjective 1 at early stage of 
civilization; ancient. 2 crude, simple. © noun 1 
untutored painter with naive style. 2 picture by 
such painter. o primitively adverb. primitive- 
ness noun. 
@ adjective 1 aboriginal, ancient, colloquial 
antediluvian, backward, barbarian, behind the 
times, early, first, obsolete, old, prehistoric, 
primeval, savage, uncivilized, uncultivated. 2 
basic, childlike, crude, elementary, naive, rough, 
rudimentary, simple, simplistic, undeveloped, 
unpolished, unrefined, unsophisticated. 


primogeniture /praməv'dzenttfə/ noun 1 
being first-born. 2 first-born’s right to inherit- 
ance. 


primordial /prar'mo:dial/ adjective existing at 
or from beginning; primeval. 


primrose /‘primrevz/ noun 1 plant bearing pale 
yellow spring flower. 2 this flower. 3 pale yellow. 
o primrose path pursuit of pleasure. 


primula /'prmjulə/ noun cultivated plant with 
flowers of various colours. 


Primus /‘pramas/ noun proprietary term port- 
able cooking stove burning vaporized oil. 


prince noun (as title usually Prince) 1 male 
member of royal family other than king. 2 ruler 
of small state. 3 nobleman of some countries. 4 
(often + of) the greatest. o Prince Consort 
husband of reigning queen who is himself a 
prince. 

princely adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of or worthy ofa 
prince. 2 sumptuous, splendid. 


princess /prin'ses/ noun (as title usually Prin- 
cess /‘prinses/) 1 prince’s wife. 2 female member 
of royal family other than queen. 


principal /‘prmsip(e)|/ adjective 4 first in impor- 
tance; chief. 2 leading. @ noun 1 chief person. 
2 head of some institutions. 3 principal actor, 
singer, etc. 4 capital sum lent or invested. 5 
person for whom another is agent etc. o prin- 
cipal boy (usually actress playing) leading male 
role in pantomime. o principally adverb. 


590 


n adjective basic, cardinal, chief, dominant 
dominating, first, foremost, fundamental, ` 
greatest, highest, important, key, leading main 
major, outstanding, paramount, predominant i 
pre-eminent, prevailing, primary, prime, starrin 
supreme, top. © noun 1 see CHIEF noun. 3 diva” 
hero, heroine, lead, leading role, prima ballerina, 
prima donna, protagonist, star. H 


principality /prmsrpælttı/ noun (plural 
state ruled by prince. 2 (the Principality) wa 


Principle /‘prmsip(e)l/ noun 4 fundamental 
truth or law as basis of reasoning or action. 2 
personal code of conduct. 3 fundamental source 
or element. o in principle in theory. on Principle 
from moral motive. 

u 1 assumption, axiom, belief, creed, Criterion, 
doctrine, dogma, ethic, idea, ideal, law, maxim, 
notion, precept, proposition, rule, standard, 
teaching, tenet, theory, truism, truth. 2 
conscience, high-mindedness, honesty, honour, 
ideals, integrity, morality, philosophy, probity, 
scruples, standards, uprightness, values, virtue. 3 
(principles) basics, elements, essentials, 
fundamentals. 


principled adjective based on or having (esp. 
praiseworthy) principles of behaviour. 


prink verb (usually prink oneself; often + up) 
smarten, dress up. 


print verb 1 produce by applying inked type, 
plates, etc. to paper etc. 2 express or publish in 
print. 3 (often + on, with) impress, stamp. 4 write 
in letters that are not joined. 5 (often + off) 
produce (image) from negative. 6 (usually + out) 
produce computer output in printed form. 7 
mark (fabric) with design. © noun 1 mark left on 
surface by pressure. 2 printed lettering, words, 
or publication (esp. newspaper). 3 engraving; 
printed picture. 4 photograph. 5 printed fabric. 
Din print (of book etc.) available from publisher, 
in printed form. out of print (of book etc.) no 
longer available from publisher. printed circuit 
electric circuit with thin conducting strips 
printed on flat sheet. printing press machine for 
printing from type, plates, etc. printout com- 
puter output in printed form. 
verb 4 copy, reproduce, run off. 2 issue, publish. 
3 engrave, impress, imprint, stamp. © noun 1 
impression, imprint, indentation, mark, stamp. 2 
characters, fount, lettering, letters, printing, text, 
type, typeface. 3 copy, duplicate, engraving, 
etching, facsimile, linocut, lithograph, picture, 
reproduction, woodcut. 4 see PHOTOGRAPH noun. 


rinter noun 1 person who prints books etc. 2 
tier of printing baxiriess! 3 device that prints 
esp. computer output. 1) 
prior /‘prare/ adjective 1 earlier. 2 (often + "Y 
coming before in time, order, or impo inine 
@adverb (+ to) before. ©noun Gems (in 
prioress) 1 superior of religious house. 
abbey) deputy of abbot. id 
u adjective earlier, erstwhile, former, late, 010 
one-time, previous. 


priority /prar‘oriti/ noun (plural 


les) 1 thing 
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considered more important than others. 2 pre- 
cedence in time, rank, etc. 3 right to do some- 
thing before other people. o prioritize verb (also 
else) (-zing or -sing). 

n 2 first place, precedence, preference, 
prerogative, seniority, superiority, urgency. 3 right 
of way. ; 


priory /‘pratori/ noun (plural -ies) religious 
house governed by prior or prioress. 


prise /pratz/ verb (also prize) (-sing or -zing) 
force open or out by leverage. 


| a force, lever, wrench. 


prism /'priz(2)m/ noun 1 solid figure whose two 
ends are equal parallel rectilinear figures, and 
whose sides are parallelograms. 2 transparent 
body of this form with refracting surfaces. 


prismatic /priz'mzetik/ adjective 1 of, like, or 
using prism. 2 (of colours) distributed (as if) by 
transparent prism. 


prison /‘priz(a)n/ noun 1 place of captivity, esp. 
building to which people are consigned while 
awaiting trial or for punishment. 2 confinement. 
a 1 historical Borstal, cell, slang clink, custody, 
detention centre, dungeon, guardhouse, jail, 
lock-up, US penitentiary, oubliette, US historical 
reformatory, youth custody centre. 2 see 
CAPTIVITY (CAPTIVE). 


prisoner /‘prizna/ noun 1 person kept in prison. 
2 person or thing confined by illness, another’s 
grasp, etc. 3 (in full prisoner of war) person cap- 
tured in war. o take prisoner seize and hold as 
prisoner. ; 

8 1 captive, esp. historical convict, detainee, 

hostage, inmate, internee, jailbird, s/ang lifer, 

slang (old) lag, trusty. 


prissy /‘prisi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) prim, 
prudish. o prissily adverb. prissiness noun. 


pristine I‘pristi:n/ adjective 1 in original condi- 
tion; unspoilt. 2 ancient. 


Privacy /‘privast/ noun 1 (right to) being 
private. 2 freedom from intrusion or publicity. 
m concealment, isolation, monasticism, 
quietness, retirement, retreat, seclusion, secrecy, 
solitude. 


private /‘praivat/ adjective 1 belonging to an 
individual; personal. 2 confidential, secret. 3 not 
public. 4 secluded. 5 retiring, reserved. 6 not 
holding public office or official position. 7 not 
supported, managed, or provided by state. 
© noun 1 private soldier. 2 (in plural) colloquial 
genitals. cin private privately. private detect- 
Ive detective outside police force. private enter- 
prise business(es) not under state control. 
Private eye colloquial private detective. private 
means unearned income from investments etc. 
Private member MP not holding government 
Office. private parts euphemistic genitals. private 
zaralar ordinary soldier, not officer. o privately 
adverb. 


priory | proactive 


m adjective 1 exclusive, individual, particular, 
personal. 2 classified, confidential, colloquial 
hush-hush, off the record, restricted, secret, top 
secret, undisclosed. 3 clandestine, closed, covert, 
exclusive, intimate, restricted, surreptitious. 4 
concealed, hidden, inaccessible, isolated, little 
known, quiet, secluded, sequestered, solitary, 
unknown. 5 quiet, reserved, retiring, solitary, 
withdrawn. 


privateer /prarva'tie/ noun (commander of) pri- 
vately owned and government-commissioned 
warship. 

privation /prar'verf(a)n/ noun lack of comforts 
or necessities. 

privatize /‘praivataiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) transfer from state to private ownership. 
o privatization noun. 


privet /‘privit/ noun bushy evergreen shrub 
used for hedges. 


privilege /‘privilid3/ noun 1 right, advantage, 
or immunity belonging to person, class, or office. 
2 special benefit or honour. © verb (-ging) invest 
with privilege. o privileged adjective. 

u noun 1 advantage, benefit, concession, 

entitlement, exemption, freedom, immunity, 

licence, prerogative, right. 2 see HONOUR Noun 5. 

o privileged advantaged, affluent, authorized, 

elite, entitled, favoured, honoured, immune, 

licensed, powerful, protected, sanctioned, 

special, superior, wealthy. 


privy /‘privi/ adjective 1 (+ to) sharing secret of. 
2 archaic hidden, secret. @ noun (plural -ies) 
lavatory. oPrivy Council group of advisers 
appointed by sovereign. Privy Councillor, Coun- 
sellor member of this. privy purse allowance 
from public revenue for monarch's private 
expenses. privy seal state seal formerly affixed 
to minor documents. 

prize’ noun 4 reward in competition, lottery, etc. 
2 reward given as symbol of victory or superior- 
ity. 3 thing (to be) striven for. @ adjective 1 to 
which prize is awarded. 2 excellent of its kind. 
© verb (-zing) value highly. 

n noun accolade, award, jackpot, purse, reward, 

trophy, winnings. © verb appreciate, cherish, 

esteem, hold dear, like, rate highly, revere, 

treasure, value. 


prize? noun ship or property captured in naval 
warfare. 

prize’ = prise. 

prizefight /‘prarzfait/ boxing match fought for 
money. o prizefighter noun. 

prizewinner /‘pratzwma/ noun winner of prize. 
a prizewinning adjective. 

PRO abbreviation 1 Public Record Office. 2 
public relations officer. 

pro! noun (plural-s) colloquial professional. 

pro? adjective in favour. enoun ( plural -s) 
reason in favour. © preposition in favour of. 
u pros and cons reasons for and against. 

proactive /prəv'æktıv/ adjective (of person, 
policy, etc.) taking the initiative. 


probability | procrastinate 


probability noun (plural -ies) 1 being prob- 
able. 2 likelihood. 3 (most) probable event. 4 
Mathematics extent to which thing is likely to 
occur, measured by ratio of favourable cases to 
all cases possible. a in all probability most prob- 
ably. 
probable /‘probab(a)l/ adjective (often + that) 
that may be expected to happen or prove true; 
likely. © noun probable candidate, member of 
team, etc. o probably adverb. 
u adjective believable, convincing, credible, 
expected, likely, odds-on, plausible, possible, 
predictable, presumed, undoubted, unquestioned. 


probate /'praubeit/ noun 1 official proving of 
will. 2 verified copy of will. 

probation /prə'berf(ə)n/ noun 1 system of 
supervising behaviour of offenders as alterna- 
tive to prison. 2 testing of character and abilities 
ofesp. new employee. o probation officer official 
supervising offenders on probation. o proba- 
tionary adjective. 

probationer noun person on probation. 


| m apprentice, beginner, learner, novice, tiro. 


probe noun 1 investigation. 2 device for measur- 

ing, testing, etc. 3 blunt-ended surgical instru- 

ment for exploring wound etc. 4 unmanned 

exploratory spacecraft. © verb (-bing) 1 examine 

closely. 2 explore with probe. 

| m noun 1 enquiry, examination, exploration, 
inquiry, investigation, scrutiny, study. © verb 1 
examine, explore, go into, inquire into, investigate, 
look into, research into, scrutinize, study. 2 delve, 
dig, explore, penetrate, plumb, poke, prod. 


probity /‘praubit1/ noun uprightness, honesty. 

problem /'probləm/ noun 1 doubtful or difficult 
question. 2 thing hard to understand or deal 
with. © adjective causing problems. 

a noun 1 colloquial brain-teaser, conundrum, 

enigma, mystery, colloquial poser, puzzle, 


disputed dilemma, dispute, colloquial headache, 
predicament, quandary, setback, snag, trouble, 
worry. 


problematic /proble'meetik/ adjective (also 
problematical) 1 attended by difficulty. 2 doubt- 
ful, questionable. 

@ 1 complicated, difficult, hard to deal with, 
intractable, sensitive, taxing, tricky, unsettling, 

worrying. 2 controversial, debatable, disputed, 

doubtful, enigmatic, colloquial iffy, moot ( point), 

puzzling, questionable, uncertain. 


proboscis /prau'bnsis/ noun (plural -sces) 1 
long flexible trunk or snout, e.g. of elephant. 2 
elongated mouth-parts of some insects. 


procedure /pre'si:d3a/ noun 1 way of con- 
ducting business etc. or performing task. 2 set 
Series of actions. 0 procedural adjective. 

@ approach, conduct, course of action, colloquial 
drill, formula, method, methodology, modus 

operandi, plan of action, policy, practice, process, 

routine, scheme, Strategy, system, technique, 

way. 


question, riddle. 2 burden, complication, difficulty, _ 
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proceed /pra'si:d/ verb 4 (often + to) go fo; 
or on further; make one’s way. 2 (often + with, 
do) continue or resume. 3 adopt course of action 
480 on tosay. 5 (+ against) start lawsuit against. 
6 (often + from) originate. 
m 1 advance, carry on, continue, forge ahead get 
going, go ahead, go on, make headway, make 
progress, move along, move forward, press on 
progress. 6 arise, be derived, begin, develop, ` 
emerge, grow, issue, originate, result, spring up, 
start. 


proceeding noun 1 action; piece of conduct. 2 
(in plural) legal action. 3 (in plural) published 
report of discussions or conference. 

a 1 act, action, deed, event, goings-on, 

happening, operation, procedure, undertaking. 2 

(proceedings) action, lawsuit, process, 3 

(proceedings) annals, business, dealings, 

minutes, records, report, transactions. 


proceeds /‘prousi:dz/ plural noun profits from 
sale etc. 

m earnings, gain, gate, income, money, profit(s), 

receipts, return(s), revenue, takings. s 


process’ /'prauses/ noun 1 course of action or 
proceeding, esp. series of stages in manufacture 
etc. 2 progress or course. 3 natural or involun- 
tary course of change. 4 action at law; summons, 
writ. 5 Biology natural appendage or outgrowth 
of organism. @verb 1 subject to particular 
process. 2 (as processed adjective) (of food) 
treated, esp. to prevent decay. 

m noun 1 function, method, operation, procedure, 

system, technique. 2 course, development, 

experience, progress, progression. © verb 1 alter, 

change, convert, deal with, make usable, manage, 

modify, organize, prepare, refine, transform, treat. 


process? /pra'ses/ verb walk in procession. 
@ see PARADE Verb 1. 


procession /pro'seJ(a)n/ noun people etc. 
advancing in orderly succession, esp. at cere- 
mony, demonstration, or festivity. 

u cavalcade, chain, column, cortège, file, line, 

march, march past, motorcade, pageant, parade, 

sequence, string, succession, train. 


processional adjective 1 of processions. 2 
used, carried, or sung in processions. © noun 
processional hymn (book). 

processor /'prəvsesə/ noun 1 machine that pro- 
cesses things. 2 central processor. 3 food pro- 
cessor. a 
rociaim /pra‘klem/ verb 1 (often + tha 

Preia publicly or officially. 2 declare to be. 
o proclamation /proklə-/ noun. 

a 1 announce, advertise, assert, declare, make 2 

known, profess, promulgate, pronounce, publish. 

brand, characterize as, declare, decree, 

pronounce. 


proclivity /prə'klıvıtı/ noun (plural -ies) 
natural tendency. ; 
procrastinate /prəv'kræstmert/ verb (-ting 
defer action. o procrastination noun. 
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USAGE Procrastinate is often confused with pre- 
varicate, which means ‘to speak or act evasively 
or misleadingly’. 
n be dilatory, be indecisive, dally, delay, colloquial 
dilly-dally, dither, drag one's feet, equivocate, 
hesitate, hum and haw, pause, play for time, put 
things off, shilly-shally, stall, temporize, vacillate, 
waver. 


procreate /‘praokrieit/ verb (-ting) produce 
(offspring) naturally. o procreation /-'e1f(a)n/ 
noun. procreative adjective. procreator noun. 


proctor /‘prokta/ noun university disciplinary 
official. o proctorial /-'to:r1al/ adjective. 


procuration /prokju'reif(a)n/ noun 1 formal 
procuring. 2 action of attorney. 


procurator /‘prokjoreita/ moun agent or proxy, 
esp. with power of attorney. o procurator fiscal 
(in Scotland) local coroner and public prosecu- 
tor. 


procure /prə'kjuə/ verb (-ring) 1 succeed in 
getting. 2 bring about. 3 act as procurer. o pro- 
curable adjective. procurement noun. 

u 1 acquire, buy, come by, find, get, get hold of, lay 

one's hands on, obtain, pick up, purchase, 

requisition. 


procurer noun (feminine procuress) person 
who obtains women for prostitution. 


prod verb (-dd-) 1 poke with finger, stick, etc. 
2 stimulate to action. © noun 1 poke, thrust. 2 
stimulus to action. 


a verb 1 dig, elbow, goad, jab, nudge, poke, push. 
2 see URGE Verb 1. 


prodigal /‘prodig(a)l/ adjective 1 wasteful. 2 (+ 
of ) lavish of. © noun spendthrift. o prodigal son 
repentant wastrel. o prodigality /-gzl-/ noun. 

a adjective 1 excessive, extravagant, immoderate, 

improvident, irresponsible, lavish, profligate, 


i reckless, self-indulgent, wasteful. 


prodigious /prə'dıdzəs/ adjective 1 marvellous. 
2 enormous. 3 abnormal. 


prodigy /‘prodid31/ noun (plural -ies) 1 excep- 
tionally gifted person, esp. precocious child. 2 
marvellous thing. 3 (+ of ) wonderful example of. 
u 1 genius, marvel, talent, virtuoso, colloquial 
whiz-kid, wonder. 2 curiosity, freak, marvel, 
miracle, phenomenon, rarity, sensation, wonder. 


produce verb /pra‘dju:s/ (-cing) 1 manufacture 
or prepare. 2 bring forward for inspection etc. 3 
bear, yield, or bring into existence. 4 cause or 
bring about. 5 Geometry extend or continue 
(line). 6 bring (play etc.) before public. @ noun 
I'prodju:s/ 4 what is produced, esp. agricultural 
products. 2 amount produced. 3 (often + of) 
result. 
| u verb 1 assemble, bring out, compose, conjure 
up, construct, create, cultivate, develop, fabricate, 
form, generate, grow, invent, make, manufacture, 
originate, prepare, supply, colloquial think up, turn 
! out. 2 advance, bring out, disclose, display, exhibit, 


procreate | professional 


furnish, introduce, offer, present, provide, put 
forward, reveal, show, supply, throw up. 3 bear, 
literary beget, breed, give birth to, raise, rear, yield. 
4 bring about, cause, create, generate, give rise to, 
initiate, originate, provoke, result in. 6 direct, 
mount, present, put on, stage. © noun 1 crop, 
goods; harvest, merchandise, output, products, 
yield. 


producer noun 1 person who produces goods 
etc. 2 person who supervises production of play, 
film, broadcast, etc. 


product /'prodakt/ noun 1 thing or substance 
produced, esp. by manufacture. 2 result. 3 Math- 
ematics quantity obtained by multiplying. 

m 1 artefact, by-product, commodity, end product; 

(products) goods, merchandise, output, produce. 

2 consequence, effect, fruit, issue, outcome, 

result, upshot, yield. 


production /pra‘daks(a)n/ noun 1 producing, 
being produced. 2 total yield. 3 thing produced, 
esp. play etc. o production line systematized 
sequence of operations to produce commodity. 
productive /pre'daktiv/ adjective 1 producing, 
esp. abundantly. 2 profitable; useful. o product- 
ively adverb. productiveness noun. 
m 1 abundant, poetical bounteous, bountiful, 
creative, fecund, fertile, fruitful, inventive, prolific, 
vigorous. 2 beneficial, constructive, effective, 
efficient, gainful (employment), profitable, 
remunerative, rewarding, useful, valuable, 
worthwhile. 


productivity /prodak'trviti/ noun 1 capacity to 
produce. 2 effectiveness of industry, workforce, 
etc. 


Prof. abbreviation Professor. 


profane /prə'fem/ adjective 1 irreverent, blas- 
phemous. 2 obscene. 3 not sacred. @ verb (-ning) 
4 treat irreverently. 2 violate, pollute. o prof- 
anation /profe-/ noun. 
profanity /pre'feentti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 blas- 
phemy. 2 swear-word. 
profess /pra'fes/ verb 1 claim openly to have. 2 
(often + fo do) pretend. 3 declare. 4 affirm one’s 
faith in or allegiance to. 
u 2allege, claim, make out, pretend, purport. 3 
affirm, announce, assert, asseverate, formal aver, 
confess, confirm, declare, maintain, state, archaic 


| vow. 
CO a a 


professed adjective 1 self-acknowledged. 2 
alleged, ostensible. o professedly /-sidlt/ adverb. 


profession /pre'fef(e)n/ noun 1 occupation or 
calling, esp. learned or scientific. 2 people in a 
profession. 3 declaration, avowal. 

| 1 business, calling, career, craft, employment, 

| job, line of work, métier, occupation, trade, 

| vocation, work. 3 acknowledgement, affirmation, 

| announcement, assertion, formal avowal, 

| confession, declaration, statement, testimony. 


a 
professional adjective 1 of, belonging to, or 
connected with a profession. 2 competent; 
worthy of professional. 3 engaged in specified 


promiscuous | pronunciation 


2 conspicuous. 3 distinguished. 0 prominence 
noun. 

| m 1 bulging, jutting out, projecting, protruding, 
protuberant, sticking out. 2 conspicuous, 
discernible, distinguishable, evident, colloquial 
eye-catching, large, notable, noticeable, 

obtrusive, obvious, pronounced, recognizable, 
salient, significant, striking. 3 celebrated, 
distinguished, eminent, familiar, famous, 
foremost, illustrious, important, leading, major, 
notable, noted, outstanding, public, renowned. 


promiscuous /prə'mıskjuəs/ adjective 1 
having frequent casual sexual relationships. 2 
mixed and indiscriminate. 3 colloquial casual. 
o promiscuously adverb. promiscuity /promis- 
‘kju:tti/ noun. z 

@ 1 see IMMORAL. 2, 3 casual, haphazard, 

indiscriminate, irresponsible, non-selective, 

random, undiscriminating. 


promise /‘promis/ noun 1 explicit undertaking 
to door not to do something. 2 favourable indica- 
tions. © verb (-sing) 1 (usually + to do, that) make 
promise. 2 (often + fo do) seem likely; give hope 
of. 3 colloquial assure. 4 archaic betroth. 
a noun 1 assurance, commitment, compact, 
contract, covenant, guarantee, oath, pledge, 
| undertaking, vow, word, word of honour. 2 
capability, latent ability, potential, talent. @ verb 1 
agree, assure, commit oneself, consent, contract, 
engage, give one’s word, guarantee, pledge, swear, 
take an oath, undertake, vow. 2 augur, betoken, 
forebode, foretell, hint at, indicate, presage, 
prophesy, show signs of, suggest. 


promising adjective 1 likely to turn out well. 2 
hopeful; full of promise. o promisingly adverb. 
m auspicious, budding, encouraging, favourable, 
hopeful, likely, optimistic, propitious, talented, 
colloquial up-and-coming. 


promissory I'promisart/ adjective expressing 
or implying promise. n promissory note signed 
document containing promise to pay stated sum. 


Promontory /‘promentari/ noun (plural -ies) 
point of high land jutting out into sea etc.; head- 
and. 
m cape, headland, peninsula, point, projection, 
spit. 


Promote /pra'maut/ verb (-ting) 1 (often + to) 
advance (person) to higher office or position. 2 
help forward, encourage. 3 publicize and sell. 

m 1 advance, elevate, exalt, move up, prefer, raise, 
upgrade. 2 back, boost, champion, encourage, 
endorse, further, help, patronize, sponsor, 
support. 3 advertise, make known, market, 
colloquial plug, popularize, publicize, push, 
recommend, sell, sponsor. 


Promoter noun person who Promotes, esp. 
sporting event, theatrical production, etc., or 
formation of joint-stock company. 


| m backer, champion, patron, Sponsor, supporter. 


Promotion noun 1 advancement to higher 
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Office or position. 2 publicity; backi 
tional adjective. king. o Promo. 
u 1 advancement, elevation, formal prefe 
rise, upgrading. 2 advertising, backing 
encouragement, furtherance, marketin, ays 
recommendation, sponsorship, S" Publicity, 


ment, 


prompt adjective acting, made, or do: P 
ately; ready. © adverb punctually.. ‘ce A 
(usually + ĉo, to do) incite. 2 supply (act y 
speaker) with next words or with suggestion. 3 
inspire. @noun 1 prompting. 2 thing said to 
prompt actor etc. 3 sign on Computer screen 
inviting input. O promptitude noun. promptly 
adverb. promptness noun. 

a adjective eager, efficient, expeditious, 
immediate, instantaneous, on time, punctual, 

quick, ready, timely, unhesitating, willing. © verb1 

coax, egg on, encourage, exhort, help, incite, 
influence, inspire, motivate, persuade, prod, 
provoke, rouse, spur, stimulate, urge. 2 cue, jog 

(person's) memory, remind. 3 elicit, give rise to, 

inspire, provoke, stimulate. © noun 2 cue, 
reminder. 


prompter noun person who prompts actors. 

promulgate /'proməlgert/ verb (-ting) 1 make 
known tothe public. 2 proclaim. a promulgation 
noun. 


prone adjective 1 lying face downwards. 2 lying 
flat; prostrate. 3 (usually + to, to do) disposed, 
liable. o -prone likely to suffer. o proneness 
noun. : 
a 1 face down, on one's front, prostrate. 2 flat, 
horizontal, lying, prostrate, stretched out. 3 apt, 
disposed, given, inclined, liable, likely, 
predisposed, subject, susceptible, tending, 
vulnerable. 


prong noun spike of fork. 


| m point, spike, spur, tine. 


pronominal /prəv'nomın(ə)l/ adjective of, con- 
cerning, or being a pronoun. y 

pronoun /‘praunaun/ noun word used as substi- 
tute for noun or noun phrase usually already 
mentioned or known (see panel). 

pronounce /prə'navns/ verb (-cing) 1 utter or 
speak, esp. in approved manner. 2 utter formally. 
3 state (as) one’s opinion. 4 (usually + on, Jor ` 
against, etc.) pass judgement. n pronounceable 
adjective. pronouncement noun. 

m 1 articulate, enunciate, say, sound, speak, utter, 

vocalize, voice. 2, 3 announce, assert, asseverate, 

declare, decree, judge, make known, proclaim, say. 

state. 


pronounced adjective strongly marked. | 
a clear, conspicuous, decided, definite, distinct, 
evident, inescapable, marked, noticeable, 
obvious, prominent, recognizable, striking, ail 
unambiguous, undisguised, unmistakable, 
defined. 


pronto /‘prontau/ adverb colloquial promP tiy, 
quickly. 


ro- 
pronunciation /praənansr'ers(o)n/ noun 1 P 
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nouncing of word, esp. with reference to stand- 
ard. 2 act of pronouncing. 3 way of pronouncing 
words. 

a accent, articulation, delivery, diction, elocution, 
enunciation, inflection, intonation, modulation, 
speech. 


proof /pru:f/ noun 1 fact, evidence, reasoning, 
or demonstration that proves something. 2 test, 
trial. 3 standard of strength of distilled alcohol. 4 
trial impression of printed matter for correction. 
© adjective (often + against) impervious to pene- 
tration, damage, etc. by a specified thing. © verb 
make proof, esp. against water or bullets. 
o proof-read read and correct (printed proof). 
proof-reader person who does this. 

a noun 1 authentication, certification, 

confirmation, corroboration, demonstration, 

evidence, facts, grounds, substantiation, 

testimony, validation, verification. 2 criterion, 

judgement, measure, test, trial. 


Prop’ noun 1 rigid support. 2 person or thing 
that supports, comforts, etc. © verb (-pp-) (often 
+ against, up, etc.) support (as) with prop. 

m noun 1 brace, buttress, crutch, post, stay, strut, 

support, truss, upright. © verb ( prop up) bolster, 

brace, buttress, hold up, reinforce, shore up, 
support, sustain; ( prop against) lean against, rest 
against, stand against. 


prop? noun colloquial stage property. 
prop? noun colloquial propeller. 


propaganda /propə'gændə/ noun 1 organized 
propagation of a doctrine etc. 2 usually deroga- 
tory ideas etc. so propagated. o propagandist 
noun. 

a advertising, brainwashing, disinformation, 

indoctrination, persuasion, publicity. 


propagate /'propegeit/ verb (-ting) 1 breed 
from parent stock. 2 (often propagate itself) (of 
plant etc.) reproduce itself. 3 disseminate. 4 
transmit. opropagation noun. propagator 
noun, 
E 1, 2 breed, generate, increase, multiply, 
Produce, proliferate, reproduce. 3 circulate, 


proof | prophecy 


disseminate, pass on, promote, promulgate, 
publish, spread, transmit. 


Propane /‘preupem/ noun gaseous hydrocarbon 
used as fuel. 

Propel /pra‘pel/ verb (-ll-) 4 drive or push 
forward. 2 urge on. o propellant noun & adjec- 

ive. 

m 1 drive, force, impel, launch, move, pitchfork, 

pash, send, setin motion, shoot, thrust. 2 see URGE 

verb 1. 


propeller noun revolving shaft with blades, esp. 
for propelling ship or aircraft. 


[ m rotor, screw, vane. 


Propensity /pra'pensiti/ noun (plural -ies) 
inclination, tendency. 
proper /‘propa/ adjective 1 accurate, correct. 2 
suitable, appropriate, right. 3 decent, respect- 
able. 4 (usually + fo) belonging, relating; particu- 
lar. 5 strictly so called; genuine. 6 colloquial 
thorough. o proper name, noun name ofperson, 
place, etc. o properly adverb. 
u 1 accurate, correct, exact, precise, right. 2 
acceptable, accepted, advisable, apposite, 
appropriate, apropos, apt, deserved, fair, fitting, 
just, lawful, legal, normal, orthodox, rational, right, 
sensible, suitable, unexceptionable, usual, valid. 3 
conventional, decent, decorous, delicate, 
dignified, formal, genteel, gentlemanly, grave, in 
good taste, ladylike, modest, polite, prim, prudish, 
respectable, sedate, seemly, serious, solemn, 
tactful, tasteful. 4 allocated, distinctive, individual, 
own, particular, reserved, separate, special, 
unique. 


property /‘propati/ noun (plural-ies) 1 thing(s) 
owned. 2 landed estate. 3 quality, characteristic. 
4movablearticle used on theatre stage or in film. 
n 1 assets, belongings, capital, chattels, effects, 
fortune, gear, goods, holdings, patrimony, 
possessions, resources, riches, wealth. 2 acreage, 
buildings, estate, land, premises. 3 attribute, 
characteristic, feature, hallmark, idiosyncrasy, 
oddity, peculiarity, quality, quirk, trait. 


prophecy /‘profisi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 proph- 
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Pronoun 

A pronoun is used as a substitute for a noun or a noun phrase, e.g. 
He was upstairs. Did you see that? 
Anything can happen now. It’s lovely weather. 


Using a pronoun often avoids repetition, e.g. 


T found Jim—he was upstairs. 
(instead of I found Jim—Jim was upstairs.) 


Where are your keys?—I've got them. 


(instead of Where are your keys?—I’ve got my keys.) 
Pronouns are the only words in English which have different forms when used as the subject (J, 
we, he, she, etc.) and as the object (me, us, him, her, etc.). 
See also language panels at INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN, POSSESSIVE PRONOUN, REFLEXIVE PRONOUN, and 


RELATIVE CLAUSE. 


prophesy | proscenium 


etic utterance; prediction. 2 prophesying. 

m 1 forecast, oracle, prediction, prognosis. 2 
augury, crystal-gazing, divination, foretelling, 
fortune-telling, prognostication. 


prophesy /'profisar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 (usually 
+ that, who, etc.) foretell. 2 speak as prophet. 
u 1 augur, bode, divine, forecast, foresee, 
| foreshadow, foretell, portend, predict, presage, 


prognosticate, promise. 


prophet /‘profit/ noun (feminine prophetess) 1 
teacher or interpreter of divine will. 2 person 
who predicts. 3 (the Prophet) Muhammad. 
| m 2 clairvoyant, forecaster, fortune-teller, oracle, 

seer, sibyl, soothsayer. 


prophetic /pra'fetik/ adjective 1 (often + of) 
containinga prediction; predicting. 2 of prophet. 


u 1 apocalyptic, far-seeing, oracular, predictive, 
prescient, prognostic. 


prophylactic /profrlektik/ adjective tending 
toprevent disease etc. © noun 1 preventive medi- 
cine or action. 2 esp. US condom. 
prophylaxis /profi'leksis/ noun preventive 
treatment against disease. 
Propinquity /pre'pmpkwit!/ noun 1 nearness. 2 
close kinship. 3 similarity. 
propitiate /prə'pıfiert/ verb (-ting) appease. 
o propitiation noun. propitiatory /-Satert/ adjec- 
tive. 
propitious /pre'pifas/ adjective 1 favourable, 
auspicious. 2 (often + for, to) suitable. 
a 1 advantageous, auspicious, favourable, 
fortunate, happy, lucky, promising, providential, 
rosy. 2 appropriate, opportune, suitable, timely, 
well timed. 


proponent /pra'paunant/ noun person advocat- 
ing proposal etc. 

proportion /pra‘po:S(a)n/ noun 1 comparative 
part; share. 2 comparative ratio. 3 correct rela- 
tion between things or parts of thing. 4 (in 
plural) dimensions. © verb (usually + to) make 
proportionate. 

m noun 1 allocation, fraction, part, percentage, 

piece, quota, ration, section, share. 2 balance, 

comparison, correlation, correspondence, 

distribution, equivalence, ratio, relationship. 4 

(proportions) dimensions, extent, magnitude, 

measurements, size, volume. 


proportional adjective in correct proportion; 
comparable. o proportional representation rep- 
resentation of parties in parliament in propor- 
tion to votes they receive. o proportionally 
adverb. 

| @ analogous, balanced, commensurate, 
comparable, corresponding, equitable, in 
proportion, just, proportionate, relative, 
symmetrical. 


proportionate /pra'po:Senat/ adjective propor- 
tional. o proportionately adverb. 

proposal /prə'pəvz(ə)l/ noun 1 proposing. 2 
scheme etc. proposed. 3 offer of marriage. 
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a 2 bid, declaration, draft, motion, offer, plan 
project, proposition, recommendation, scheme 
statement, suggestion, tender, a 


propose /prə'pəvz/ verb (-sing) 1 
for consideration. 2 (usually z is a) Ba a 
3 (usually + to) offer marriage. 4 nominate <7 
member of society etc. o Propose a toast ae 
people to drink to health or in honour of person, 
or thing. o proposer noun. 
a 1 advance, come up with, present, propo 
forward, recommend, submit, suggest pies pa 
have in mind, intend, mean, offer, plan, purpose. 4 
nominate, put forward, put up, sponsor. 


proposition /prope'z1/(2)n/ noun 1 statement 
assertion. 2 scheme proposed; proposal. 3 state. 
ment subject to proof or disproof. 4 colloquial 
problem, opponent, prospect, etc. 5 Mathematics 
formal statement of theorem or problem. 6 likely 
commercial enterprise, person, etc. 7 sexual pro- 
posal. © verbcolloquial put (esp. sexual) proposal 
to. 
propound /pra'paund/ verb offer for considera- 
on. 
proprietary /prə'prarətərı/ adjective 1 of or 
holding property. 2 of proprietor. 3 held in 
private ownership. 4 manufactured by one par- 
ticular firm. 0 proprietary name, term name of 
product etc. registered as trade mark. 
proprietor /pra'pratata/ noun (feminine propri- 
etress) owner. o proprietorial /-'ta:r-/ adjective. 
propriety /prə'prantı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
fitness, rightness. 2 correctness of behaviour or 
morals. 3 (in plural) rules of polite behaviour. 
a 1 appropriateness, aptness, correctness, 
fitness, suitability. 2 courtesy, decency, decorum, 
delicacy, dignity, formality, gentility, good form, 
good manners, gravity, modesty, politeness, 
prudishness, refinement, respectability, 
sedateness, seemliness, sensitivity, tact, f 
tastefulness. 3 ( proprieties) etiquette, formalities, 
niceties. n 


propulsion /prə'palf(ə)n/ noun 1 driving or 
pushing forward. 2 force causing this. 0 pro- 
pulsive /-'palsrv/ adjective. 
pro rata /prav ‘ra:ta/ adjective proportional. 
© adverb proportionally. [Latin] Re, 
Prorogue /pre'raug/ verb (-gues, -gued, -guing 
1 deonta meetings of (parliament etc.) 
without dissolving it. 2 be prorogued. O pro 
rogation /praura-/ noun. 
prosaic /prə'zenk/ adjective 1 like prose. 2 vi 
romantic; commonplace. n prosaically adverb. 
n 2 characterless, clear, clichéd, commonplace, 
direct, down-to-earth, dry, dull, factual, flat, 
hackneyed, lifeless, matter-of-fact, monotonous, 
mundane, ordinary, pedestrian, plain, prosy, 
routine, simple, stereotyped, straightforwar?, 
the point, trite, unadorned, understandable, 
unemotional, unfeeling, unimaginative, oh, 
uninspired, uninspiring, unpoetic, unroman 
unsentimental, unvarnished. 


or 
proscenium /pre'si:niem/ noun (plural -5 
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-nia) part of theatre stage in front of curtain and 
enclosing arch. ` 


proscribe /prə'skrarb/ verb (-bing) 1 forbid. 2 
denounce. 3 outlaw. o proscription /-'skrip-/ 
noun. proscriptive /-'skrip-/ adjective. 


USAGE Proscribe is sometimes confused with 
prescribe which means ‘to impose’. 


prose /prauz/ noun 1 ordinary language not in 
verse form. 2 passage of this, esp. for translation. 
3 dullness. © verb (-sing) talk tediously. 


prosecute /‘prosikju:t/ verb (-ting) 1 institute 
legal proceedings against. 2 formal carry on 
(trade etc.). 0 prosecutor noun. 

n 1 accuse, arraign; bring an action against, bring 

to trial, charge, indict, prefer charges against, put 

on trial, sue, take to court. 2 see PURSUE 3,4. 


prosecution /prost‘kju:J(@)n/ noun 1 prosecut- 
ing, being prosecuted. 2 prosecuting party. 


proselyte /'prosalait/ noun 1 convert, esp. 
recent. 2 convert to Jewish faith. o proselytism 
/-letiz(a)m/ noun. 


proselytize /‘prosalatarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) (seek to) convert. o proselytizer noun. 


prosody /‘prosadi/ noun science of versifica- 
tion. o prosodist noun. 


prospect noun /‘prospekt/ 1 (often in plural) 
expectation. 2 extensive view. 3 mental picture. 
4 possible or likely customer etc. © verb 
/pra'spekt/ (usually + for) explore (for gold etc.). 
a prospector noun. 

a noun 1 chance, expectation, hope, likelihood, 

Opportunity, outlook, possibility, probability, 

promise. 2 aspect, landscape, outlook, panorama, 

perspective, scene, seascape, sight, spectacle, 

view, vista. © verb explore, quest, search, survey. 


Prospective /pras'pektrv/ adjective some day 
to be; expected; future. 

a disputed anticipated, approaching, awaited, 

coming, expected, forthcoming, future, imminent, 

impending, intended, likely, looked-for, pending, 

Possible, potential, probable. 


Prospectus /pras'pektas/ noun (plural-tuses) 
pamphlet etc. advertising or describing school, 
business, etc. 


u brochure, catalogue, leaflet, manifesto, 
pamphlet. 


Prosper /'prospə/ verb succeed; thrive. 

m be successful, boom, burgeon, develop, do 
well, fare well, flourish, get ahead, get on, go from 
Strength to strength, grow, make good, make 
One's fortune, profit, progress, strengthen, 
Succeed, thrive. 


Prosperity /pro'speriti/ noun prosperous state. 
= affluence, good fortune, growth, opulence, 
Plenty, profitability, riches, success, wealth. 


Prosperous I'prosperas/ adjective 1 rich. 2suc- 
onal thriving. 3 auspicious. o prosperously 
verb. 


proscribe | protective 


u 1 affluent, moneyed, rich, wealthy, colloquial 
well-heeled, well off, well-to-do. 2 blooming, 
booming, buoyant, expanding, flourishing, fruitful, 
healthy, moneymaking, productive, profitable, 
prospering, successful, thriving, vigorous. 


prostate /'prostert/ noun (in full prostate 
gland) gland secreting component of semen. 
a prostatic /-'stæt-/ adjective. 


prostitute /‘prostitju:t/ noun person who offers 
sexual intercourse for payment. © verb (-ting) 1 
make prostitute of. 2 misuse. 3 offer for sale 
unworthily. o prostitution noun. 

u noun call-girl, camp follower, literary courtesan, 

archaic harlot, slang hooker, streetwalker, archaic 

strumpet, slang tart, trollop, whore. © verb 2,3 

cheapen, debase, degrade, demean, devalue, 

lower, misuse. 


prostrate adjective j'prostrert/ 1 lying face 
downwards, esp. in submission. 2 lying hori- 
zontally. 3 overcome, esp. exhausted. © verb 
[pros'trert/ (-ting) 4 lay or throw flat. 2 overcome; 
make weak. o prostration noun. 

m adjective 1, 2 see PRONE 1-2. 3 see OVERCOME 4. 
© verb 1 (prostrate oneself ) abase oneself, bow, 

grovel, kneel, historical kowtow, lie flat. 


prosy /'prauzi/ adjective (-ier, -lest) tedious; com- 
monplace; dull. 

protagonist /pro'teganist/ noun 1 chief person 
in drama, story, etc. 2 disputed supporter of 
cause. 


USAGE The use of protagonist to mean ‘a sup- 
porter ofa cause’ is considered incorrect by some 
people. 


| a 1 chief actor, hero, heroine, lead, leading figure, 
principal, title role. 


protean /'prau'tran/ adjective 1 variable. 2 ver- 
satile. 


protect /prə'tekt/ verb (often + from, against) 
keep (person etc.) safe; shield. 
m care for, cherish, conserve, cover, defend, 
escort, guard, harbour, keep, keep safe, look 
after, mind, preserve, safeguard, screen, secure, 
shield, stand up for, support, take care of, tend, 
watch over. 


protection /pra'tekS(e)n/ noun 1 protecting, 
being protected; defence. 2 person etc. that pro- 
tects. 3 protectionism. 4 colloquial immunity 
from violence etc. by paying gangsters etc.; (also 
protection money) money so paid. 

n 1 care, conservation, custody, defence, 

guardianship, patronage, preservation, safe 

keeping, safety, security, tutelage. 2 barrier, buffer, 

bulwark, cloak, cover, guard, screen, shelter, 

shield. 


protectionism noun theory or practice of pro- 
tecting home industries. o protectionist noun & 
adjective. 

protective /pra'tektiv/ adjective protecting; 
intended for or giving protection. 0 protective 
custody detention of person for his or her own 


protector | prove 


protection. o protectively adverb. protective- 

ness noun. 

| a (protective material) fireproof, insulating, 

| preservative, protecting, sheltering, shielding, 

| waterproof; ( protective person) careful, 
defensive, jealous, paternalistic, possessive, 
solicitous, vigilant, watchful. 


protector noun (feminine protectress) 1 
person or thing that protects. 2 historical regent 
ruling during minority or absence of sovereign. 
o protectorship noun. 


| m 1 benefactor, bodyguard, champion, defender, 
guard, guardian, minder, patron. 


protectorate /pre'tektarat/ noun 1 state con- 
trolled and protected by another. 2 such pro- 
tectorship. 3 historical office of protector of 
kingdom or state. 4 period of this. 

protégé /'protisei/ noun (feminine protégée 
same pronunciation) person under protection, 
patronage, etc. of another. 


protein /‘praoti:n/ noun any of a class of nitro- 
genous compounds essential in all living organ- 
isms. 


pro tem /prau 'tem/ adjective & adverb collo- 
quial for the time being (pro tempore). 


protest oun /‘prautest/ 1 expression of dissent 
or disapproval. 2 demonsiration of objection. 3 
legal written refusal to pay or accept bill. © verb 
/pre'test/ 1 (usually + against, at, about, etc.) 
make protest. 2 affirm (innocence etc.). 3 write 
or get protest relating to (bill). 4 US object to. 
o protester, protestor noun. 
| m noun 1 complaint, demur, demurral, dissent, 
grievance, colloquial gripe, colloquial grouse, 
grumble, objection, opposition, outcry, 
protestation, remonstrance. 2 colloquial demo, 
demonstration, march, rally. © verb 1 appeal, 
argue, complain, cry out, demonstrate, 
expostulate, fulminate, colloquial gripe, colloquial 
grouse, grumble, colloquial moan, object, 
remonstrate, take exception. 2 affirm, assert, 
asseverate, formal aver, declare, insist on, 
profess, colloquial swear. 


Protestant /‘protist(e)nt/ noun member or 
adherent of any of Churches separated from RC 
Church in Reformation. © adjective of Protestant 
Churches or Protestants. o Protestantism noun. 


protestation /protis'terf(a)n/ noun 1 strong 
affirmation. 2 protest. 


proto- combining form first. 


protocol /'prautaknl/ noun 1 official formality 
and etiquette. 2 draft, esp. of terms of treaty. 
© verb (-ll-) draft or record in protocol. 


proton /'prəvton/ noun elementary particle 
with positive electric charge equal to electron’s, 
and occurring in all atomic nuclei. 
protoplasm /'prautaplzz(e)m/ noun viscous 
translucent substance comprising living part of 
cell in organism. o protoplasmic /-'pleezmik/ 
adjective. 
prototype /‘prautataip/ noun 1 original as 
pattern for copy, improved form, etc. 2 trial 
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model of vehicle, machine, etc. m ro 
/-'tip-/ adjective. prototypical /tip-/ RPS ES 
protozoan /prəvtə'zəvən/ noun (plural-s) (also 
protozoon /-zaupn/, plural -zoa [-zava]) 
one-celled microscopic organism. © adjective 
(also protozoic /-'zautk/) of protozoa. 


protract /prə'trækt/ verb (often as protra 
adjective) prolong, lengthen. o protratsion 
noun. 

a (protracted) drawn-out, endless, extended 

interminable, long, long-drawn(-out), : 

long-winded, never-ending, Prolonged, spun-out. 


protractor noun instrument for measurin; 
angles, usually in form of graduated semicircle. 
protrude /prə'tru:d/ verb (-ding) 1 thrust 
forward. 2 stick out. a protruding adjective. pro- 
trusion noun. protrusive adjective. 
a 2 balloon, bulge, extend, jut out, overhang, poke 
out, project, stand out, stick out, stick up. 
0 protruding bulbous, bulging, distended, 
gibbous, humped, jutting, overhanging, 
projecting, prominent, protuberant, swollen, 
tumescent. 


protuberant /pra'tju:barant/ adjective bulging 
out; prominent. o protuberance noun. 


proud /praud/ adjective 1 feeling greatly hon- 
oured. 2 haughty, arrogant. 3 (often + of) feeling 
or showing (proper) pride; self-respecting. 4 
imposing, splendid. 5 (often + of) slightly pro- 
jecting. odo (person) proud colloquial treat 
with great generosity or honour. o proudly 
adverb. 
1 delighted, glad, gratified, happy, honoured, 
pleased, satisfied. 2 arrogant, colloquial 
big-headed, boastful, bumptious, cocksure, 
colloquial cocky, conceited, disdainful, 
egocentric, egotistic(al), haughty, colloquial high 
and mighty, immodest, lordly, narcissistic, 
self-centred, self-important, self-satisfied, smug, 
snobbish, colloquial snooty, colloquial stuck-up, 
supercilious, colloquial swollen-headed, 
colloquial toffee-nosed, vain, vainglorious. 3 
dignified, independent, self-respecting. 4 august, 
distinguished, glorious, great, honourable, 
illustrious, imposing, noble, reputable, respected, 
splendid, worthy. 


prove /pru:v/ verb (-ving; past participle proved 
or esp. US & Scottish proven /‘pru:v(e)n/) 1 (often 
+ that) demonstrate to be true by evidence ia 
argument. 2 (prove oneself) show one’s abilities 
etc. 3 (usually + to be) be found. 4 test aor 
of. 5 establish validity of (will). 6 (of dough) rise. 
U provable adjective. proven adjective. 


USAGE The use of proven as the past participle 
is uncommon exceptin certain expressions, SU A 
as of proven ability. It is, however, stan 

Scots and American English. 

m 1 ascertain, attest, authenticate, bear out, ae 
certify, check, confirm, corroborate, demons J 
establish, show to be true, substantiate, ve! 7 

o provable demonstrable, verifiable. Pr 
accepted, reliable, tried and tested, trusi { 
undoubted, unquestionable, valid, verified. 
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provenance /‘provməns/ noun (place of) legal or fe i 
agin; history. ee Stipulation. © verb supply with 


provender /'provinda/ noun 4 fodder. 2 jocular n2( Provisions) food, foodstuff, groceries, jocular 
roy provender, rations, requirements, stocks, stores, 
subsistence, supplies, victuals. : 


proverb ['provs:b/ noun short pithy saying in 
general use. provisional adjecti i i i- 
p adage, aphorism, apophthegm, maxim, saw, ate needs only; ee maiteak 
| saying. unofficial wing of the IRA. © noun (Provisional) 
= member of unofficial wing of IRA. o provision- 
proverbial /pre'va:brel/ adjective 1 notorious. ally adverb. 
2 of or referred to in proverbs. o proverbially | adjective 1 conditional, interim, stopgap, 
adverb’ temporary, tentative, transitional. 
a 1 customary, famous, colloquial legendary, 
time-honoured, traditional, well known. 2 proviso /prə'varzəv/ noun (plural -s) 1 stipula- 
aphoristic, axiomatic, clichéd. tion. 2 limiting clause. a provisory adjective. 
m condition, exception, limitation, provision, 


qualification, requirement, restriction, rider, 
stipulation. 


provide /pre'vaid/ verb (-ding) 1 supply. 2 
(usually + for, against) make due preparation. 3 
(usually + for) take care of person etc. with 
money, food, etc. 4 (often + that) stipulate. o pro- Provocation /prova'kerJ(2)n/ noun 1 provok- 
vider noun. ing, being provoked. 2 cause of annoyance. 

11 afford, allot, allow, contribute, donate, endow, 011 disputed aggravation, incitement, taunting, 
equip, fix up with, slang fork out, furnish, give, teasing. 2 cause, grievance, grounds, incentive, 
grant, lay on, lend, offer, present, produce, purvey, incitement, inducement, justification, motivation, 
spare, stock, supply, yield. 2 arrange, make motive, reason, stimulus, taunts, teasing. 
provision, plan, prepare; ( provide for) anticipate, 
cater for. provocative /pre'vokatrv/ adjective (usually + 
of ) tending or intended to provoke anger, lust, 
provided /pre'vaidid/ adjective supplied. ocon- _ interest, etc. o provocatively adverb. 
junction (also providing) (often + that) on condi- | = [of anger] disputed aggravating, annoying, 
tion or understanding (that). infuriating, irksome, irritating, maddening, 


provoking, teasing, vexing; [of /usf] alluring, 
providence /'‘provid(a)ns/ moun 1 protective 


arousing, erotic, pornographic, colloquial 
Say of con or nature. 2 (Providence) God. 3 fore- raunchy, seductive, sensual, sensuous, sexy, 
sight, t E, 


tantalizing, tempting. 
| m 1 divine intervention. 
provoke /pra'vauk/ verb (-king) 1 (often + to, to 


Provident /‘provid(a)nt/ adjective having or do) rouse, incite. 2 call forth; cause. 3 (usually 
showing foresight; thrifty. + into) irritate; stimulate. 4 tempt. o provoker 
a careful, economical, far-sighted, noun. 
forward-looking, frugal, judicious, prudent, u 1 encourage, incite, induce, inspire, motivate, 
thrifty. move, prompt, rouse, spur, stimulate, stir, urge on. 
2 activate, arouse, awaken, bring about, call forth, 
cause, elicit, encourage, excite, foment, generate, 
give rise to, induce, initiate, inspire, instigate, 
kindle, motivate, promote, prompt, spark off, start. 
3 disputed aggravate, anger, annoy, enrage, 
exasperate, gall, goad, incense, incite, Inflame, 
infuriate, insult, irk, irritate, madden, offend, 
outrage, pique, colloquial rile, rouse, stimulate, stir 
up, tease, torment, upset, vex, colloquial wind up, 
work up, worry. 


Pprovidential /provi'denf(e)l/ adjective 1 of or 
by divine foresight or intervention. 2 opportune, 
lucky. o providentially adverb. 


m 2 felicitous, fortunate, happy, lucky, opportune, 
timely. 


Province /‘provms/ noun 1 principal adminis- 
trative division of country etc. 2 (the provinces) 
whole of country outside capital. 3 sphere of 


SEEDER l provost /‘provast/ oun 1 head ofsome colleges. 
Provincial /pro'vm{(e)l/ adjective 1 of 2 head of cathedral chapter. 3 /pra'vəv/ (in full 
Province(s). 2 unsophisticated, uncultured. provostmarshal) head of military police in camp 
roun 1 inhabitant of province(s). 2 unsophis- or on active service. 

han or uncured {person 0 provinces ied) pr /prau/ noun 1 bow of ship. 2 pointed or 


u adjective 1 local, parochial, regional. 2 pyojecting front part. j 
backward, boorish, insular, narrow-minded, rowess /‘prauis/ noun 1 skill, expertise. 2 
Parochial, rural, rustic, small-minded, valour, gallantry. 5 5 
uncultivated, uncultured, unsophisticated. a 1 ability, adeptness, adroitness, aptitude, 
cleverness, competence, Geter: Secon. 
Provision /prə'vız(ə)n/ noun 1 providing. 2 (in expertise, genius, mastery, proficiency, skill, 
Plural) E esp. for pepeditions 3 talent. 2 boldness, bravery, courage, daring, 


prowl | psychological 


archaic doughtiness, gallantry, heroism, mettle, 
spirit, valour. 


prowl /praul/ verb (often + about, around) roam, 
esp. stealthily in search of prey, plunder, etc. 
@ noun prowling. o prowler noun. 


m verb creep, lurk, roam, rove, skulk, slink, sneak, 
steal. 


prox. abbreviation proximo. 


proximate /‘proksimat/ adjective nearest, next 
before or after. 


proximity /prok'simitt/ noun nearness. 


| m closeness, nearness, propinquity. s 


proximo /‘proksimav/ adjective of next month. 


proxy /‘proksi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 authoriza- 
tion given to deputy. 2 person authorized to depu- 
tize. 2 document authorizing person to vote on 
another's behalf. 4 vote so given. 


prude noun excessively squeamish or sexually 
modest person. O prudery noun. prudish adjec- 
tive. prudishly adverb. prudishness noun. 

a o prudish decorous, illiberal, intolerant, 

narrow-minded, old-fashioned, old-maidish, 
priggish, prim, prissy, proper, puritanical, rigid, 

shockable, strait-laced, strict. 


prudent /'pru:d(ə)nt/ adjective 1 cautious. 2 
politic. o prudence noun. prudently adverb. 

| m advisable, careful, cautious, circumspect, 
discreet, economical, far-sighted, frugal, 
judicious, politic, proper, provident, reasonable, 
sagacious, sage, sensible, shrewd, thoughtful, 
thrifty, vigilant, watchful, wise. 


prudential /pru:‘denf(a)l/ adjective of or 
showing prudence. 


prune’ noun dried plum. 


prune? verb (-ning) 4 (often + down) trim (tree 
etc.) by cutting away dead or overgrown parts. 2 
(usually + off, away) remove (branches etc.) thus. 
3 reduce (costs etc.). 4 (often + of ) clear superflu- 
ities from. 5 remove (superfluities). 


m 1, 2 clip, cut back, lop, pare down, trim. 4, 5see 
cuT verb 2-3. 


prurient /‘pruarient/ adjective having or en- 
couraging unhealthy sexual curiosity. a pruri- 
ence noun. 


Prussian /'praf(e)n/ adjective of Prussia. 
© noun native of Prussia. o Prussian blue deep 
blue (pigment). 


prussic acid /‘prastk/ noun highly poisonous 
liquid. 

pry /prat/ verb (pries, pried) (usually + into etc.) 
1 inquire impertinently. 2 look inquisitively. 
o prying adjective. 

m be curious, be inquisitive, colloquial be nosy, 

delve, ferret, inquire, interfere, intrude, 

investigate, meddle, nose about, peer, poke about, 

colloquial poke one's nose in, search, colloquial 

snoop. O prying see INQUISITIVE 1. 


PS abbreviation postscript. 
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psalm /sa:m/ noun 1 (also Psalm) sacred So 
2 (the (Book of) Psalms) book of t in OF 
Testament. aoin Ola 


psalmist /'sa:mıst/ noun author or co; 
psalm(s). eae 

psalmody /'sa:madi/ noun practice o 
singing psalms. PGC 

Psalter /'so:lta/ noun 1 Book ‘of Psalms, 2 
(psalter) version or copy of this. s 

psaltery ['so:ltart/ noun (plural sles) ancient 
and .medieval musical stringed instrument 
played by plucking. 

psephology /sr'folad3i/ noun statistical study 
of voting etc. o psephologist noun. t 

pseudo /sju:dau/ adjective 1 sham. 2 insincere, 
@noun (plural -os) pretentious or insincere 
person. 


pseudo- combining form (also pseud- before 
vowel) 1 false, not genuine. 2 resembling, imitat- 
ing. 

pseudonym /'sju:dənım/ noun fictitious name, 
esp. of author. 

a alias, assumed name, false name, incognito, 

nickname, nom de plume, pen-name, sobriquet, 

stage name. 


psoriasis /so'raiasis/ noun skin disease with 
red scaly patches. 

PSV abbreviation public service vehicle. 

psych /saik/ verb colloquial 1 (usually + up) 
prepare mentally. 2 (often + out) intimidate. 3 
(usually + out) analyse (person’s motivation 
etc.). 

psyche /'saikı/ noun 1 soul; spirit. 2 mind. 

psychedelic /sarke'deltk/ adjective 1 expand- 
ing the mind’s awareness. 2 hallucinatory. 3 
vivid in colour, design, etc. 

psychiatry /sarkaretr1/ noun study and treat- 
ment of mental disease. o psychiatric /-kr'ætrik/ 
adjective. psychiatrist noun. 

psychic /'saikık/ adjective 1 (of person) 
regarded as having paranormal powers; clair- 
voyant. 2 (of process, phenomenon, etc.) para- 
normal, supernatural. 3 of the soul or mind. 
© noun psychic person; medium. 

adjective 1 clairvoyant, telepathic. 2 s 

extrasensory, magical, metaphysical, mystic, 

occult, paranormal, preternatural, psychical, ; 

supernatural. 3 mental, psychical, psychological, 

spiritual. © noun astrologer, clairvoyant, —__ n 

crystal-gazer, fortune-teller, medium, spiritualis! 


psychical adjective 1 concerning psychic phe- 
nomena or faculties. 2 of the soul or mind. 
psycho-combiningformofmindor peyna gr : 
psychoanalysis /sarkeve'nelisis/ noun trea 
ment of mental disorders by bringing ee 
fears etc. into conscious mind. o psychoana’ a) 
/"znal-/ verb (-sing). psychoanalyst ip bes 
noun. psychoanalytical /-ænə'lıt-/ adjective. oe 
psychokinesis /satkeukr'ni:sis/ noun mo 
ment of objects by telepathy. TOREN 
psychological /sarkə'lodzrk(ə)l/ adjective 


p 
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the mind. 2 of psychology. 3 colloquial imagin- 
ary. o psychological block inhibition caused by 
emotion. psychological moment best time to 
achieve purpose. psychological warfare cam- 
paign to reduce enemy's morale. o psychologic- 
ally adverb. 

1 cerebral, emotional, mental, subconscious, 
esp. Philosophy subjective, subliminal, 
unconscious. 


psychology /sarkolad31/ noun (plural -ies) 4 
study of human mind. 2 treatise on or theory 
of this. 3 mental characteristics. 0 psychologist 
noun. 

psychopath /'sarkəpæ0/ noun 1 mentally 
deranged person, esp. with abnormal social 
behaviour. 2 mentally or emotionally unstable 
person. o psychopathic /-'pz0-/ adjective. 

psychosis /sar'kausis/ noun (plural -choses 
/-si:z/) severe mental derangement involving 
loss of contact with reality. 

psychosomatic /saikausa'metik/ adjective 1 
(of disease) mental, not physical, in origin. 2 of 
both mind and body. 

psychotherapy /saikəv'ðerəpı/ noun treat- 
ment of mental disorder by psychological means. 
o psychotherapist noun. 

psychotic /sarkotik/ adjective of or suffering 
from psychosis. © noun psychotic person. 

PT abbreviation physical training. 

pt abbreviation 1 part. 2 pint. 3 point. 4 port. 

PTA abbreviation parent-teacher association. 

ptarmigan /‘ta:migen/ noun bird of grouse 
family. 

Pte. abbreviation Private (soldier). 

pteridophyte /'teridafatt/ noun flowerless 
plant. 


pterodactyl /terədæktl/ noun large extinct 
flying reptile. 
PTO abbreviation please turn over. 
ptomaine /'toumem/ noun any of a group of 
compounds (some toxic) in putrefying matter. 
pub noun colloquial public house. 
m archaic alehouse, bar, colloquial boozer, 
archaic hostelry, inn, colloquial local, public 


house; US saloon, archaic or literary tavern, wine 
ar. 


puberty ['pju:bətı/ noun period of sexual matur- 
g. 


u adolescence, pubescence, sexual maturity, 
teens. 


Pubes! /‘pju:bi:z/ noun (plural same) lower part 
of abdomen. 


Pubes? plural of pusis. 


pubescence /pju:'bes(a)ns/ noun 1 beginning 
of puberty. 2 soft down on plant or animal. 
a pubescent adjective. 

Pubic /‘pju:brk/ adjective of pubes or pubis. 


Pubis /‘pju:bis/ noun (plural pubes /-bi:z/) front 
Portion of hip bone. k ý 


psychology | publish 


public /‘pablik/ adjective 4 of the le as 
whole. 2 open to or shared by al 3 Aona ce 
existing openly. 4 of or from government, 5 
involved in community affairs. 6 well known. 
@noun 1 (treated as singular or plural) 
Crembers v community as a whole. 2 section 
ommunity. O go public 1 (of company) start 
selling shares on open market. 2 reveal one’s 
plans. in public publicly, openly. public address 
system equipment of loudspeakers etc. public 
convenience public lavatory. public figure 
famous person. public house place selling alco- 
holic drink for consumption on premises. public 
lending right right of authors to payment when 
their books are lent by public libraries. public 
relations professional promotion of company, 
product, etc. public school 1 independent fee- 
paying school. 2 US, Australian, Scottish, etc. 
non-fee-paying school. public-spirited ready to 
do things for the community. public transport 
buses, trains, etc. available for public use on 
fixed routes. public utility organization supply- 
ing water, gas, etc. to community. o publicly 
adverb. 
n adjective 1 civic, civil, collective, communal, 
community, democratic, general, majority, 
national, popular, social, universal. 2 accessible, 
available, common, familiar, free, known, open, 
shared, unconcealed, unrestricted, visible, well 
known. 4 government, national, state. 6 see 
PROMINENT 3. @ noun 1 (the public) citizens, the 
community, the country, the nation, people, the 
populace, society, voters. 


publican /‘pabliken/ noun keeper of public 
house. 


publication /pablr'kerf(ə)n/ noun 1 publishing. 
2 published book, periodical, etc. 
u 1 advertising, announcement, appearance, 
broadcasting, declaration, disclosure, 
dissemination, issuing, printing, proclamation, 
production, promulgation, publicizing, reporting. 
2 see BOOK oun 1,2, MAGAZINE 1. 


publicist /‘pablisist/ noun publicity agent; 
public relations officer. 

publicity /pab'listti/ noun 1 (means of attract- 
ing) publicattention. 2 (material used for) adver- 
tising. 

n 1 attention, ballyhoo, fame, slang hype, 

limelight, notoriety. 2 advertisement, advertising, 

marketing, promotion. 


publicize /‘pablisaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) advertise; make publicly known. 


ua advertise, slang hype, colloquial plug, promote, 
| publish, puff. 


ublish /‘pablis/ verb 1 prepare and issue (book, 
pcan dy for public sale, 2 make generally 

known. 3 formally announce. 3 
m 1 bring out, circulate, issue, make available, 
print, produce, puton sale, release. 2 advertise, 
announce, broadcast, communicate, declare, 
disclose, disseminate, divulge, leak, make known, 
make public, proclaim, promulgate, publicize, put 
about, report, reveal, spread. 


prowl | psychological 
| archaic doughtiness, gallantry, heroism, mettle, 
| spirit, valour. 


prowl /praul/ verb (often + about, around) roam, 
esp. stealthily in search of prey, plunder, etc. 
@ noun prowling. 0 prowler noun. 


| m verb creep, lurk, roam, rove, skulk, slink, sneak, 
| steal. 


prox. abbreviation proximo. 


proximate /‘proksmmat/ adjective nearest, next 
before or after. 


proximity /prok'smıtr/ noun nearness. 


| n closeness, nearness, propinquity. 


proximo /'proksməv/ adjective of next month. 


proxy /'prokst/ noun (plural -ies) 1 authoriza- 
tion given to deputy. 2 person authorized to depu- 
tize. 2 document authorizing person to vote on 
another's behalf. 4 vote so given. 


prude noun excessively squeamish or sexually 
modest person. o prudery noun. prudish adjec- 
tive. prudishly adverb. prudishness noun. 
m o prudish decorous, illiberal, intolerant, 
narrow-minded, old-fashioned, old-maidish, 
| priggish, prim, prissy, proper, puritanical, rigid, 
| shockable, strait-laced, strict. 


prudent /'pru:d(ə)nt/ adjective 4 cautious. 2 
politic. o prudence noun. prudently adverb. 

m advisable, careful, cautious, circumspect, 

discreet, economical, far-sighted, frugal, 

judicious, politic, proper, provident, reasonable, 

sagacious, sage, sensible, shrewd, thoughtful, 

thrifty, vigilant, watchful, wise. 


prudential /pru:'‘denJ(a)l/ adjective of or 
showing prudence. 


prune’ noun dried plum. 


prune? verb (-ning) 4 (often + down) trim (tree 
etc.) by cutting away dead or overgrown parts. 2 
(usually + off, away) remove (branches etc.) thus. 
3 reduce (costs etc.). 4 (often + of ) clear superflu- 
ities from. 5 remove (superfluities). 


81,2 clip, cut back, lop, pare down, trim. 4,5see 
cuT verb 2-3. 


prurient Ipruartent/ adjective having or en- 
couraging unhealthy sexual curiosity. o pruri- 
ence noun. 


Prussian /‘pras(e)n/ adjective of Prussia. 
© noun native of Prussia. 0 Prussian blue deep 
blue (pigment). 

prussic acid /‘prasik/ noun highly poisonous 
liquid. 

pry /prat/ verb (pries, pried) (usually + into etc.) 
1 inquire impertinently. 2 look inquisitively. 
o prying adjective. 

m be curious, be inquisitive, colloquial be nosy, 
delve, ferret, inquire, interfere, intrude, 
investigate, meddle, nose about, peer, poke about, 
colloquial poke one's nose in, search, colloquial 
snoop. O prying see INQUISITIVE 1. 


PS abbreviation postscript. 


> 
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psalm /sa:m/ noun 1 (also Psalm) sacred 
Song, 
2 (the (Book of) Psalms) book of th 
Testament. esol Old 
psalmist /'sa:mist/ noun author or co 
psalms). epee 
psalmody /'sa:mədı/ noun practice or 
singing psalms. a ot 
Psalter /'so:lta/ noun 1 Book of Psalms, 2 
(psalter) version or copy of this. ‘ 
psaltery /‘so:ltart/ noun (plural -les) ancient 
and .medieval musical stringed instrument 
played by plucking. 
psephology /st'foled31/ noun statistical Study 
of voting etc. o psephologist noun. y 
pseudo /sju:dəv/ adjective 1 sham. 2 insincere, 
@noun (plural -os) pretentious or insincere 
person. 
pseudo- combining form (also pseud- before 
vowel) 1 false, not genuine. 2 resembling, imitat- 
ing. 
pseudonym /'sju:denm/ noun fictitious name, 
esp. of author. 
a alias, assumed name, false name, incognito, 
nickname, nom de plume, pen-name, sobriquet, 
stage name. 


psoriasis /so'ratasis/ noun skin disease with 
red scaly patches. 

PSV abbreviation public service vehicle. 

psych /sark/ verb colloquial 1 (usually + up) 
prepare mentally. 2 (often + out) intimidate. 3 
(usually + out) analyse (person’s motivation 
etc.). 

psyche /‘sark1/ noun 1 soul; spirit. 2 mind. 

psychedelic /sarke'deltk/ adjective 1 expand- 
ing the mind’s awareness. 2 hallucinatory. 3 
vivid in colour, design, etc. 

psychiatry /sarkatatr1/ noun study and treat- 
ment of mental disease. o psychiatric /-kr'zetrik/ 
adjective. psychiatrist noun. 

psychic /‘saikik/ adjective 1 (of person) 
regarded as having paranormal powers; clair- 
voyant. 2 (of process, phenomenon, etc.) para- 
normal, supernatural. 3 of the soul or mind. 
© noun psychic person; medium. 

a adjective 1 clairvoyant, telepathic. 2 

extrasensory, magical, metaphysical, mystic, 

occult, paranormal, preternatural, psychical, 

supernatural. 3 mental, psychical, psychological, 

spiritual. © noun astrologer, clairvoyant, on 

crystal-gazer, fortune-teller, medium, spiritualist. 


psychical adjective 1 concerning psychic phe 
nomena or faculties. 2 of the soul or mind. 
psycho- combining form of mind or payee ; 
psychoanalysis /satkava'nzlisis/ noun mer 
ment of mental disorders by bringing Ea 
fears etc. into conscious mind. 0 fase apie 
/“znal-/ verb (-sing). psychoanalyst l 
noun. psychoanalytical /-ænə'lıt-/ adjective. se 
psychokinesis /sarkəvkr'ni:sıs/ noun mo 
ment of objects by telepathy. 1of 
psychological /sarkə'lodzık(ə)1/ adjective 
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the mind. 2 of psychology. 3 colloquial imagin- 
ary. o psychological block inhibition caused by 


- emotion. psychological moment best time to 


achieve purpose. psychological warfare cam- 
paign to reduce enemy’s morale. O psychologic- 
ally adverb. 

a 1 cerebral, emotional, mental, subconscious, 
esp. Philosophy subjective, subliminal, 
unconscious. 


psychology /sarkoləd31/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
study of human mind. 2 treatise on or theory 
of this. 3 mental characteristics. o psychologist 
noun. 

psychopath /‘satkapz0/ noun 1 mentally 
deranged person, esp. with abnormal social 
behaviour. 2 mentally or emotionally unstable 
person. a psychopathic /-'p20-/ adjective. 

psychosis /sar'kausis/ noun (plural -choses 
/-si:z/) severe mental derangement involving 
loss of contact with reality. 

psychosomatic /satkeusa'mztik/ adjective 1 
(of disease) mental, not physical, in origin. 2 of 
both mind and body. 

psychotherapy /sarkəv'ðerəpı/ noun treat- 
ment of mental disorder by psychological means. 
o psychotherapist noun. 


psychotic /sarkvtık/ adjective of or suffering 
from psychosis. © noun psychotic person. 


PT abbreviation physical training. 

pt abbreviation 1 part. 2 pint. 3 point. 4 port. 

PTA abbreviation parent-teacher association. 

ptarmigan /‘ta:migen/ noun bird of grouse 
family. 

Pte. abbreviation Private (soldier). 


pteridophyte ['terıdəfaırt/ noun flowerless 
plant. 


pterodactyl /tera'deektil/ noun large extinct 
flying reptile. 
PTO abbreviation please turn over. 
ptomaine /‘taumem/ noun any of a group of 
compounds (some toxic) in putrefying matter. 
Pub noun colloquial public house. 
u archaic alehouse, bar, colloquial boozer, 
archaic hostelry, inn, colloquial local, public 


housa; US saloon, archaic or literary tavern, wine 
ar. 


puberty l'pju:bətı/ noun period of sexual matur- 
g. 


uE adolescence, pubescence, sexual maturity, 
teens. 


Pubes! /'pju:bi:z/ noun (plural same) lower part 
of abdomen. 


Pubes? plural of pusis. 


pubescence /pju:‘bes(a)ns/ noun 1 beginning 
of puberty. 2 soft down on plant or animal. 
D pubescent adjective. 

Pubic /‘pju:bik/ adjective of pubes or pubis. 


Pubis /'pju:bıs/ noun (plural pubes /-bi:z/) front 
Portion of hip bone. w e i 


Psychology | publish 


Public /‘pablik/ adjective 1 of the le 
whole. 2 open to or shared by al 3. aad oe 
existing openly. 4 of or from government. 5 
involved in community affairs. 6 well known. 
@noun 1 (treated as singular or plural) 
(members of) community as a whole. 2 section 
of community. o go public 1 (of company) start 
selling shares on open market. 2 reveal one’s 
Plans. in public publicly, openly. public address 
system equipment of loudspeakers etc. public 
convenience public lavatory. public figure 
famous person. public house place selling alco- 
holic drink for consumption on premises. public 
lending right right of authors to payment when 
their books are lent by public libraries. public 
relations professional promotion of company, 
product, etc. public school 1 independent fee- 
paying school. 2 US, Australian, Scottish, etc. 
non-fee-paying school. public-spirited ready to 
do things for the community. public transport 
buses, trains, etc. available for public use on 
fixed routes. public utility organization supply- 
ing water, gas, etc. to community. o publicly 
adverb. 

m adjective 1 civic, civil, collective, communal, 

community, democratic, general, majority, 

national, popular, social, universal. 2 accessible, 
available, common, familiar, free, known, open, 
shared, unconcealed, unrestricted, visible, well 
known. 4 government, national, state. 6 see 

PROMINENT 3. © noun 1 (the public) citizens, the 

community, the country, the nation, people, the 

populace, society, voters. 


publican /‘pabliken/ noun keeper of public 
house. 

publication /pabli‘ke1J(e)n/ noun 1 publishing. 
2 published book, periodical, etc. 

u 1 advertising, announcement, appearance, 

broadcasting, declaration, disclosure, 

dissemination, issuing, printing, proclamation, 

production, promulgation, publicizing, reporting. 

2 see BOOK NOUN 1,2, MAGAZINE 1. 


publicist /‘pablisist/ noun publicity agent; 
public relations officer. 

publicity /pab'listti/ noun 1 (means of attract- 
ing) publicattention. 2 (material used for) adver- 
tising. 

u 1 attention, ballyhoo, fame, slang hype, 

limelight, notoriety. 2 advertisement, advertising, 

marketing, promotion. 


publicize /‘pablisaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) advertise; make publicly known. 


n advertise, slang hype, colloquial plug, promote, 
| publish, puff. 


ublish /‘pablif/ verb 1 prepare and issue (book, 

jarne a for public sale. 2 make generally 
known. 3 formally announce. i 

m 1 bring out, circulate, issue, make available, 
print, produce, put on sale, release. 2 advertise, 
announce, broadcast, communicate, declare, 
disclose, disseminate, divulge, leak, make known, 
make public, proclaim, promulgate, publicize, put 
about, report, reveal, spread. 


publisher | pulp 


publisher noun person or firm that publishes 
books etc. 

puce /pju:s/ adjective & noun purple-brown. 

puck’ noun rubber disc used in ice hockey. 

puck? noun mischievous sprite. opuckish 
adjective. puckishly adverb. puckishness noun. 

pucker /‘paka/ verb (often + up) gather into 
wrinkles, folds, or bulges. @ noun such wrinkle 


etc. 
į m verb compress, contract, crease, crinkle, draw 


together, purse, screw up, squeeze, tighten, 
| wrinkle. 


pudding /‘podm/ noun 1 sweet cooked dish. 2 
savoury dish containing flour, suet, etc. 3 sweet 
course of meal. 4 kind of sausage. 

puddle /'pad(ə)l/ noun 1 small (dirty) pool. 2clay 
made into watertight coating. ` 

pudenda /pju:'dendə/ plural noun genitals, esp. 
of woman. 

pudgy /'pad31/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 
plump, podgy. 

puerile /'pjuaratl/ adjective childish, immature. 
o puerility /-‘ril-/ noun (plural -ies). 

m babyish, boyish, childish, immature, infantile, 

often derogatory juvenile, silly. 


puerperal /pju:'s:par(e)l/ adjective of or due to 
childbirth. 

puff noun 1 short quick blast of breath or wind. 
2 sound (as) of this. 3 vapour or smoke sent out 
in one blast. 4 light pastry cake. 5 gathered mat- 
erial in dress etc. 6 unduly enthusiastic review, 
advertisement, etc. © verb 1 emit puff(s).2 smoke 
or move with puffs. 3 (usually in passive; often + 
out) put out of breath. 4 pant. 5 (usually + up, out) 
inflate. 6 (usually as puffed up adjective) elate; 
make boastful. 7 advertise in exaggerated terms. 
Opuff-adder large venomous African viper. 
puffball ball-shaped fungus. puff pastry pastry 
consisting of thin layers. 

n noun 1-3 blast, blow, breath, cloud, draught, 

flurry, gust, whiff, wisp. © verb 1 blow, breathe, 

exhale. 2 slang drag, draw, inhale, pull, smoke, 

suck. 4 blow, gasp, huff, pant, wheeze. 5 balloon, 

billow, distend, enlarge, inflate, rise, swell. 


puffin /‘pafm/ noun N. Atlantic and N. Pacific 
auk with short striped bill. 

puffy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 swollen; puffed out. 
2 colloquial short-winded. 

Pug noun (in full pug-dog) dog of small breed 
with flat nose. o pug-nose short flat or snub 
nose. 

Pugilist /‘pju:d3ilist/ noun boxer. o pugilism 
noun. pugilistic /-'lis-/ adjective. 

pugnacious /pag'netSas/ adjective disposed to 
fight. o pugnaciously adverb. pugnacity l-næs-/ 
noun. 

5 aggressive, antagonistic, argumentative, 
bellicose, belligerent, combative, contentious, 
disputatious, excitable, fractious, hostile, 
hot-tempered, litigious, militant, quarrelsome, 
unfriendly, warlike. 


> 
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puissance /'pwi:sa s/ noun jumpi 
obstacles in showjumping. Pine of large 
puissant /'pwi:sont/ adjective litera, t 
ia ry powerful; 
puke /pju:k/ verb & noun (-kin ) sla. 

o pukey adjective. y 7E Vomit. 


pukka /'pakə/ adjective colloquial 1 genuine 2 
reliable. A 
pulchritude = /‘palkritju:d/ noun lite 
beauty. o pulchritudinous /-'tju:dmas/ adjective. 
pull /pul/ verb 1 exert force on (thing etc.) tomove 
it to oneself or origin of force. 2 exert pull; 
force. 3 extract by pulling. 4 damage (muscle etc.) 
by abnormal strain. 5 proceed with effort. 6 (+ 
on) draw (weapon) against (person). 7 attract. 8 
draw (liquor) from barrel etc. 9 (+ af) pluck at. 
10 (often + on, at) inhale or drink deeply; suck. 
©noun 1 act of pulling. 2 force thus exerted. 3 
influence; advantage. 4 attraction. 5 di 
draught of liquor. 6 prolonged effort. 7 handle 
etc. for applying pull. 8 printer's rough proof. 9 
suck at cigarette. o pull back retreat. pull down 
demolish. pull in 1 arrive to take passengers. 2 
move to side of or off road. 3 colloquial earn. 4 
colloquial arrest. pull-in noun roadside café etc. 
pull off 1 remove. 2 win; manage successfully. 
pull oneself together recover control of oneself, 
pull out 1 take out. 2 depart. 3 withdraw. 4 leave 
station or stop. 5 move towards off side. pull-out 
noun removable section of magazine. pull 
person’s leg deceive person playfully. pull 
round, through (cause to) recover from illness. 
pull strings exert (esp. clandestine) influence. 
pull through get through illness, danger, or dif- 
ficulty. pull together work in harmony. pull up 
1 (cause to) stop moving. 2 pull out of ground. 3 
reprimand. 4 check oneself. 
m verb 4 drag, draw, haul, jerk, lug, pluck, tow, trail, 
tug, wrench, colloquial yank. 3 draw, extract, pull 
out, remove, take out. 9 ( pull at) jerk, pluck at, tug 
at, wrench, colloquialyank. 0 pull off 1 see DETACH 
1. pull out 3 see WITHDRAW 5. pull round, through 
See RECOVER 2. pull together see COOPERATE. pull 
up 1 see HALT’ verb, 3 see REPRIMAND Verb. 


pullet /‘polit/ noun young hen, esp. less than one 
year old. ‘ iby 
pulley /‘pult/ noun (plural-s)1 grooved wheel(s, 
for cord etc. to run over, mounted in block ana 
used to lift weight etc. 2 wheel or drum mount 
on shaft and turned by belt, used to increase 
speed or power. al, 
Pullman /‘pulman/ noun ( plural -s) 4 luxurio 
railway carriage or motor coach. 2 sleeping Car- 
pullover noun knitted garment put on over the 
head. 
pullulate /‘paljulert/ verb (-ting) 1 sprout. 2 
swarm. 3 develop. 4 (+ with) abound with. O p! 
lulation noun. gs.2 
jectii lungs. 
pulmonary /‘palmanari/ adjective 1 of lur d 
having (organs like) lungs. 3 affected with 0 
subject to lung disease. nape 
pulp noun 1 fleshy part of fruit etc. 2 sra 3 
less mass, esp. of materials for paperm 
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cheap fiction. © verb reduce to or become pulp. 
o pulpy adjective. pulpiness noun. 

u noun 2 mash, mush, paste, pap, purée. © verb 
crush, liquidize, mash, pound, pulverize, purée, 
smash, squash. 


pulpit /‘pulpit/ noun 1 raised enclosed platform 
for preaching from. 2 (the pulpit) preachers col- 
lectively; preaching. 

pulsar /‘palsa:/ noun cosmic source of regular 
rapid pulses of radiation. 


pulsate /pal'seit/ verb (-ting) 1 expand and con- 
tract rhythmically. 2 throb, vibrate, quiver. 
o pulsation noun. 

a beat, drum, oscillate, palpitate, pound, pulse, 

quiver, reverberate, throb, tick, vibrate. 


pulse’ noun 1 rhythmical throbbing of arteries. 
2 each beat of arteries or heart. 3 throb or thrill 
of life or emotion. 4 general feeling. 5 single 
vibration of sound, electromagnetic radiation, 
etc. 6 rhythmical (esp. musical) beat. © verb 
(-sing) pulsate. 

n noun 6 beat, drumming, oscillation, pounding, 
pulsation, rhythm, throb, ticking, vibration. 


pulse? noun (treated as singular or plural) 
(plant producing) edible seeds of peas, beans, 
lentils, etc. 


pulverize /‘palvoraiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 reduce or crumble to powder or dust. 2 
colloquial demolish. 3 colloquial crush. o pul- 
verization nour. 

puma /‘pju:ma/ noun large tawny American 
feline. 

pumice /‘pamis/ noun (in full pumice stone) 1 
light porous lava used as abrasive. 2 piece of this. 

pummel /‘pam(e)l/ verb (-ll-; US -l-) strike 
repeatedly, esp. with fists. 

pump‘ noun 1 machine or device for raising or 
moving liquids or gases. 2 act of pumping. © verb 
1 (often + in, out, up, etc.) raise, remove, inflate, 
empty, etc. (as) with pump. 2 work pump. 3 per- 
sistently question (person) to elicit information. 
4 move vigorously up and down. o pump iron 
colloquial exercise with weights. 


u verb 1 ( pump out) drain, draw off, empty, force 
out, siphon (off); ( pump up) blow up, fill, inflate. 
pumpi noun 1 plimsoll. 2 light shoe for dancing 
c. 


Pumpernickel /'pampənık(ə)l/ noun whole- 
meal rye bread. 


pumpkin /‘pampkm/ noun 1 large yellow or 
orange fruit used as vegetable. 2 plant bearing it. 

Pun noun humorous use of word(s) with two or 
more meanings; play on words. @ verb (-nn-) 
(usually + on) make pun(s). 

Punch noun grotesque humpbacked puppet in 
Punch and Judy shows. 

punch! verb 1 strike with fist. 2 make hole in 
(as) with punch. 3 pierce (hole) thus. @ noun 1 
blow with fist. 2 colloquial vigour; effective force. 
3 instrument or machine for piercing holes or 


pulpit | punitive 


impressing design in leather, Metal, etc. o pull 
one’s punches avoid using full force. punchball 
stuffed or inflated ball used for practice in punch- 
Ing. punch-drunk stupefied (as) with repeated 
punches. punchline words giving point of joke 
etc. punch-up colloquial fist-fight; brawl. 
o puncher noun. 

u verb 1 beat, slang biff, box, clout, cuff, hit, prod, 
pummel, slog, US slug, colloquial sock, strike, 
thump. 2, 3 see PIERCE 1-3. 


punch? nounhotor cold mixture of wineor spirit 
with water, fruit, spices, etc. o punch-bowl 1 
bowl for punch. 2 deep round hollow in hill. 

punchy adjective (-ier, -iest) vigorous, forceful. 

punctilio /pank'tiliau/ noun (plural -s) 4 deli- 
cate point of ceremony or honour. 2 petty for- 
mality. 

punctilious /pank'tilias/ adjective 1 attentive 
to formality or etiquette. 2 precise in behaviour. 
o punctiliously adverb. punctiliousness noun. 

punctual /‘panktSual/ adjective observing 
appointed time; prompt. o punctuality /-'æl-/ 
noun. punctually adverb. 


| m in good time, on the dot, on time, prompt. 


punctuate /‘panktJueit/ verb (-ting) 1 insert 
punctuation marks in. 2 interrupt at intervals. 


| B 2 break, interrupt, intersperse. 


punctuation noun (system of) punctuating. 
o punctuation mark any of the marks used in 
writing to separate sentences, phrases, etc. 
puncture /‘payktla/ noun 1 prick, pricking. 2 
hole made by this, esp. in pneumatic tyre. @ verb 
(ring) 1 make or suffer puncture (in). 2 deflate. 
m noun 1 perforation, pinprick, prick, pricking, 
rupture. 2 colloquial blow-out, burst tyre, flat, flat 
tyre, hole, leak, opening, perforation, pinprick, 
rupture. © verb 1 go through, penetrate, perforate, 
pierce, prick, rupture. 2 deflate, let down. 


pundit /‘pandit/ noun 1 (also pandit) learned 
Hindu. 2 expert. 

pungent /‘pands(e)nt/ adjective 1 having sharp 
or strong taste or smell. 2 biting, caustic. 0 pun- 
gency moun. 

u 4 acid, acrid, aromatic, astringent, caustic, 

harsh, hot, peppery, piquant, seasoned, sharp, 

sour, spicy, stinging, strong, tangy. 2 biting, bitter, 

caustic, incisive, mordant, sarcastic, scathing, 

trenchant. 


punish /‘pani/ verb 1 inflict penalty on 
(offender) or for (offence). 2 tax, abuse, or treat 
severely. o punishable adjective. punishment 
noun. 
1 castigate, chasten, chastise, correct, 
discipline, exact retribution from, make an 
example of, pay back, penalize, scold, teach a 
lesson. o punishment chastisement, correction, 
discipline, forfeit, imposition, just deserts, penalty, 
punitive measure, retribution, revenge, sentence. 


unitive /‘pju:nitiv/ adjective 1 inflicting or 
F tended to inflict punishment. 2 extremely 
severe. 


punk | purl 


a 1 disciplinary, penal, retaliatory, retributive, 
revengeful, vindictive. 


punk noun 1 (in full punk rock) deliberately out- 
rageous style of rock music. 2 (in full punk 
rocker) fan of this. 3 esp. US hooligan, lout. 

punkah /‘panka/ noun large swinging fan on 
frame worked by cord or electrically. 

punnet /‘panit/ noun small basket for fruit etc. 

punster /‘pansta/ noun maker of puns. 

punt’ noun square-ended flat-bottomed boat pro- 
pelled by long pole. @ verb travel or carry in punt. 

punt? verb kick (football) dropped from hands 
before it reaches ground. @ noun such kick. 

punt? verb 1 colloquial bet. 2 colloquial speculate 
in shares etc. 3 (in some card games) lay stake 
against bank. © noun bet. 

punt’ /punt/ noun chief monetary unit of Repub- 
lic of Ireland. 

punter noun colloquial 1 person who gambles or 
bets. 2 customer, client. 

puny /'pju:n1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 undersized. 
2 feeble. 
| E 1 diminutive, dwarf, small, stunted, 
į underdeveloped, undernourished, undersized. 2 


feeble, frail, sickly, weak. 


pup noun young dog, wolf, rat, seal, etc. © verb 
(-pp-) give birth to (pups). 

pupa /‘pju:pa/ noun (plural pupae /-pi:/) insect 
in stage between larva and imago. 

pupil’ /‘pju:pil/ noun person being taught. 

m apprentice, beginner, disciple, follower, learner, 

novice, scholar, schoolboy, schoolchild, 

schoolgirl, student, tiro. 


pupil? I‘pju:pil/ noun opening in centre of iris of 
eye. 

puppet /'papit/ noun 1 small figure moved esp. 
by strings as entertainment. 2 person controlled 
by another. o puppet state country apparently 
independent but actually under control of 
another power. o Puppetry noun. 

u 1 doll, dummy, marionette. 


puppy I'papt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 young dog. 
2 conceited young man. o Puppy fat temporary 
remes of child or adolescent. puppy love calf 
ove. 


purblind ['p3:blamd/ adjective 4 partly blind, 
dim-sighted. 2 obtuse, dull. o purblindness 
noun. 


purchase I'p3:tfes/ verb (-sing) buy. © noun 1 
buying. 2 thing bought. 3 firm hold on thing; 
leverage. 4 equipment for moving heavy objects. 
o purchaser noun. 
| m verb acquire, buy, get, invest in, obtain, pay for, 

procure, secure. @ noun 2 acquisition, colloquial 

buy, investment. 3 grasp, grip, hold, leverage, 
support. 


purdah /'ps:de/ noun screening of Muslim or 
Hindu women from strangers, 


Pure /pjua/ adjective 1 unmixed, unadulterated. 
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2 absolute; sheer. 3 chaste. 4 not mo 2 
guiltless. 5 sincere. 6 not discordaa TPt 
science) abstract; not applied. o Pureness nou 
purity noun. it 
u 1 authentic, genuine, natural, neat, real, solid 
sterling, straight, unadulterated, unalloyed, : 
uncontaminated, undiluted, unmixed, Unpolluted 
untainted. 2 absolute, complete, downright, out ° 
and out, perfect, sheer, thorough, total, true, 
unmitigated, unqualified, utter. 3, 4 blameless 
chaste, decent, good, impeccable, innocent, $ 
irreproachable, maidenly, modest, moral, proper, 
sinless, stainless, virginal, virtuous, 7 abstract, A 
academic, conjectural, conceptual, hypothetical 
speculative, theoretical. i 


pure-bred adjective (of animal) bred from 
parents of same breed. © noun such an animal. 

purée /'pjuərer/ noun smooth pulp of vegetables 
or fruit etc. © verb (-ées, -éed) make purée of. 

purely adverb 1 in a pure way. 2 merely, solely. 
3 exclusively. 

purgative /'ps:gatrv/ adjective 1 serving to 
purify. 2 strongly laxative. © noun purgative 
thing. 


| m noun aperient, cathartic, enema, laxative, purge. 


purgatory /'ps:gatart/ noun (plural-ies) 4 place 
or state of spiritual cleansing, esp. after death 
and before entering heaven. 2 place or state of 
temporary suffering or expiation. © adjective 
purifying. o purgatorial /-'to:r1al/ adjective. 

purge /p3:d3/ verb (-ging) 1 (often + of, from) 
make physically or spiritually clean. 2 remove 
by cleansing. 3 rid of unacceptable members. 4 
empty (bowels). 5 Law atone for (offence). © noun 
1 purging. 2 purgative. 

m verb 1 clean out, cleanse, clear, empty, purify, 

wash out. 3 eject, eliminate, eradicate, expel, get 

rid of, liquidate, oust, remove, root out. 


purify /‘pjuarifat/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 clear of 
extraneous elements; make pure. 2 (often + of, 
from) cleanse. o purification noun. purificatory 
/-fikertart/ adjective. 
clarify, clean, cleanse, clear, decontaminate, 
disinfect, distil, filter, fumigate, purge, refine, 
sanitize, sterilize. 


purist /‘pjuarist/ noun stickler for correctness, 
esp. in language. o purism noun. 3 
puritan /‘pjuarit(e)n/ noun 1 (Puritan) historical 
member of English Protestant group regarding 
Reformation as incomplete. 2 purist member 
any party. 3 strict observer of religion or moral 
© adjective 1 (Puritan) historical of Puritans. ; 
scrupulous in religion or morals. 0 puritenice 
/-'teen-/ adjective. puritanically /-'teen-/ adverb. 
Puritanism noun. 
a noun 3 ascetic, fanatic, killjoy, moralist, pruda, 
zealot. o puritanical ascetic, austere, moralistic, 
narrow-minded, pietistic, prim, proper, prudish 
rigid, self-denying, self-disciplined, severe, stern, 
stiff-necked, strait-laced, strict, temperate, 
unbending, uncompromising. 


purl‘ noun 1 knittingstitch with needle moved in 
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opposite to normal direction. 2 chain of minute 
loops. © verb knit with purl stitch. 

purl? verb flow with babbling sound. 

purler /'p3:lə/ noun colloquial heavy fall. 

purlieu /'p3:lju:/ noun (plural -s) 1 person’s 
limits or usual haunts. 2 historical tract on 
border of forest. 3 (in plural) outskirts; outlying 


region. 

purlin /‘p3:lm/ noun horizontal beam along 
length of roof. 

purloin /pe'lom/ verb formal or jocular steal, 
pilfer. o purloiner noun. 


purple /‘p3:p(@)|/ noun 1 colour between red and 
blue. 2 purple robe, esp. of emperor etc. 3 car- 
dinal’s scarlet official dress. adjective of 
purple. © verb (-ling) make or become purple. 
o purplish adjective. 

purport verb /pa'pa:t/ 1 profess; be intended to 
seem. 2 (often + that) have as its meaning. © noun 
/'ps:pa:t/ 1 ostensible meaning. 2 tenor of docu- 
ment or statement. o purportedly adverb. 


purpose /'ps:pas/ noun 1 object to be attained; 
thing intended. 2 intention to act; resolution, 
determination. 3 reason for existing; use. © verb 
(-sing) have as one's purpose, intend. con 
purpose intentionally. to good, little, no, etc. 
purpose with good, little, no, etc. effect or result. 
to the purpose 1 relevant. 2 useful. 
a noun 1 aim, ambition, aspiration, design, end, 
goal, hope, intent, intention, motivation, motive, 
object, objective, plan, point, target, wish. 2 
determination, devotion, drive, firmness, - 
persistence, resolution, resolve, steadfastness, 
tenacity, will, zeal. 3 advantage, application, 
benefit, good (what's the good of it?), point, 
practicality, rationale, use, usefulness, utility, 
value. © verb see INTEND. 


Purposeful adjective 1 having or indicating 
purpose. 2 intentional. o purposefully adverb. 
Purposefulness noun. 

u calculated, decided, decisive, deliberate, 

determined, devoted, firm, intentional, persistent, 

Positive, resolute, steadfast, stubborn, tenacious, 

unwavering, wilful, zealous. 


Purposeless adjective having no aim or plan. 
m aimless, archaic bootless, empty, gratuitous, 

meaningless, pointless, senseless, unnecessary, 
useless, vacuous, wanton. 


purposely adverb on purpose. 


a consciously, deliberately, intentionally, 
knowingly, on purpose, wilfully. 


Purposive /'ps:pasiv/ adjective 1 having, serv- 
ing, or done with a purpose. 2 purposeful. 

Purr /ps:/ verb 1 make low vibratory sound of cat 
expressing pleasure. 2 (of machinery etc.) run 
Smoothly and quietly. © noun purring sound. 

Purse /p3:s/ noun 1 small pouch for carrying 
money in. 2 US handbag. 3 funds. 4 sum given 
as present or prize. © verb (-sing) 1 (often + up) 
contract (esp. lips). 2 become wrinkled. ahold 
the purse strings have control of expenditure. 


purl | push 


m noun 1 pocketbook, pouci 
handbag. pouch, wallet. 2 bag, 


purser /'p3:sa/ noun ship's officer who kee 
accounts, esp. head steward in passenger eel 

pursuance /pə'sju:əns/ noun (+ carryi 
out or observance (of plan, rules, AER p 


pursuant /pə'sju:ənt/ adverb - 
eee | adverb (+ to) in accord 


pursue [pa'sju:/ verb (-sues, -sued, -suing) 1 
follow with intent to overtake, capture, or harm. 
2 proceed along. 3 engage in (study etc.). 4 carry 
out (plan etc.). 5 seek after. 6 continue to investi- 
gate etc. 7 persistently importune or assail. 
o pursuer noun. 

a 1 chase, follow, go after, hound, hunt, run after, 

shadow, stalk, colloquial tail, trace, track down, 

trail. 2 continue, follow, keep on, persevere in, 
persistin, proceed along, stick with. 3, 4 be 
committed to, carry on, conduct, continue, 
dedicate oneself to, engage in, proceed with, 
formal prosecute. 5 aim for, aspire to, colloquial go 
for, seek (after), strive for, try for. 6 inquire into, 
investigate. 


pursuit /po'sju:t/ noun 1 pursuing. 2 occupation 
or activity pursued. o in pursuit of pursuing. 

a 1 chase, chasing, following, hue and cry, hunt, 

hunting, shadowing, stalking, tracking down, trail. 

2 activity, employment, enthusiasm, hobby, 

interest, obsession, occupation, pastime, 

pleasure. 


purulent /‘pjuerulant/ adjective of, containing, 
or discharging pus. o purulence noun. 


purvey /pə'ver/ verb provide or supply food etc. 
as one’s business. 0 purveyor noun. 
purview /'p3:vju:/ noun 1 scope ofdocumentetc. 
2 range of physical or mental vision. 
pus /pas/ noun thick yellowish liquid produced 
from infected tissue. 
push /puS/ verb 1 exert force on (thing) to move 
itaway. 2 cause to move thus. 3 exert such force. 
4 thrust forward or upward. 5 (cause to) project. 
6 press, depress. 7 (often + on) move forward. 8 
make (one's way) forcibly or persistently. 9 exert 
oneself. 10 (often + to, into, to do) urge, impel. 11 
(often + for) pursue (claim etc.) persistently. 12 
promote, advertise. 13 colloquial sell (drug) il- 
legally. @noun 1 act of pushing. 2 force thus 
exerted. 3 vigorous effort. 4 determination. 5 use 
of influence to advance person. O give or get the 
push colloquial dismiss, be dismissed. push 
around colloquial bully. push-bike colloquial 
bicycle. pushchair child’s folding chair on 
wheels. push off colloquial go away. pushover 
colloquial opponent or difficulty easily over- 
come. 
u verb 1 advance, drive, force, hustle, impel, move, 
nudge, propel, setin motion, shove, thrust. 7 
(push on) see ADVANCE verb 1.8 elbow, force, 
jostle, nudge, press, ram, shove, thrust. 10 
browbeat, bully, coerce, compel, constrain, 
dragoon, encourage, force, hurry, hustle, impel, 
importune, incite, induce, influence, colloquial 
lean on, motivate, nag, persuade, pressurize, 


pusher | puzzle 


| prompt, put pressure on, spur, stimulate, urge. 12 
advertise, boost, make known, market, colloquial 
plug, promote, publicize. o push around see 

| BULLY’ verb. push off see DEPART 1,2. 


pusher noun colloquial seller of illegal drugs. 


pushing adjective 1 pushy. 2 colloquial having 
nearly reached (specified age). 


pushy adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial exces- 
sively self-assertive. a pushily adverb. pushi- 
ness noun. 


pusillanimous /pju:srlenmas/ adjective for- 
mal cowardly, timid. o pusillanimity /-lə'nım-/ 
noun, 


puss /pus/ noun colloquial 1 cat. 2 sly or coquet- 
tish girl. 


pussy /'pus!/ noun ( plural-ies) (also pussy-cat) 
colloquial cat. upussyfoot colloquial move 
stealthily, equivocate. pussy willow willow with 
furry catkins. 


pustulate /'pastjuleit/ verb (-ting) form into 
pustules. 


pustule /'pastju:1/ noun pimple containing pus. 
o pustular adjective. 


put /put/ verb (-tt-; past & past participle put) 1 
move to or cause to bein specified place, position, 
or state. 2 (often + on, to) impose. 3 (+ for) substi- 
tute (thing) for (another). 4 express in specified 
way. 5 (+ into) express or translate in (words 
etc.). 6 (+ at) estimate at. 7 (+ into) invest (money) 
in. 8 (+ on) stake (money) on. 9 (+ to) submit for 
attention to. 10 hurl (shot etc.) as sport. © noun 
throw of shot. o put about spread (rumour etc.). 
put across 1 make understood. 2 achieve by 
deceit. put away 1 restore to usual place. 2 lay 
aside for future. 3 imprison. 4 consume (food or 
drink). put back 1 restore to usual place. 2 
change (meeting etc.) to later time. 3 move back 
hands of (clock or watch). put by lay aside for 
future. put down 1 suppress. 2 colloquial snub. 3 
record in writing. 4 enter on list. 5 kill (old etc. 
animal). 6 pay as deposit. 7 (+ as, for) account or 
reckon. 8 (+ to) attribute to. put-down colloquial 
snub or humiliating criticism. put in 1 spend 
(time). 2 insert. 3 submit (claim). 4 (+ for) be 
candidate for (election etc.). put off 1 postpone. 
2 evade (person) with excuse. 3 dissuade. 4 dis- 
concert. put on 1 clothe oneself with. 2 cause 
(light etc.) to operate. 3 make (transport) avail- 
able. 4 stage (play etc.). 5 advance hands of (clock 
or watch). 4 feign. 5 increase one’s weight by 
(specified amount). put out 1 disconcert; annoy. 
2 inconvenience. 3 extinguish. 4 throw out. put 
over put across. put through 1 complete. 2 
connect by telephone. put together 1 make from 
parts. 2 combine (parts) into whole. put up 1 
build. 2 raise. 3 lodge (person). 4 engage in (fight 
ete.). 5 propose. 6 provide (money) as backer. 7 
display (notice). 8 offer for sale etc. put-up adjec- 
tive (usually in phrase put-up job) fraudulently 
Presented or devised. put upon (usually in 
Passive) colloquial unfairly burden or deceive. 
put (person) up to instigate him or her to. put up 
with endure, tolerate. 


a 
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u verb 1 arrange, deploy, deposit, dispose. fix 
hang, lay, leave, locate, park, Place, plonk, Lie 
position, rest, set down, settle, Situate, stand 
Station. 2 attach, attribute, cast, fix, impose, inflict 
lay, pin. 4, 5 express, formulate, frame, phrase, say 
State, utter, voice, word, write. 9 advance, bring eb 
forward, offer, outline, present, Propose, submit 
Suggest, tender. O put across 1 see d 
COMMUNICATE 1. put back 1 see RETURN verb 2. 
put by see save' verb 2,3. put down 1see 
SUPPRESS 1. 5 see KILL verb 1. putin 2 see INSERT 
verb, INSTALL 1. put off 1 see POSTPONE. put out3 
See EXTINGUISH 1. 4 see EJECT 1. put over see 
COMMUNICATE 1. put up 2 see RAISE verb 1 13.3 see 
ACCOMMODATE 1. 


putative /‘pju:tativ/ adjective formal reputed, 
supposed. 
m alleged, assumed, conjectural, presumed, 
reputed, rumoured, supposed. 


putrefy /‘pju:trifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 become or 
make putrid; go bad. 2 fester. 3 become morally 
corrupt. 0 putrefaction /-'feek-/ noun. putrefac- 
tive /-'fæk-/ adjective. 
u 1 decay, decompose, go bad, go off, moulder, 
rot, spoil. 


putrescent /pju:'tres(a)nt/ adjective rotting. 
o putrescence noun. 

putrid /‘pju:trid/ adjective 1 decomposed, rotten. 
2 noxious. 3 corrupt. 4 slang contemptible; very 
unpleasant. o putridity /-'trid-/ noun. 

n 1 bad, decaying, decomposing, mouldy, 

putrefying, rotten, rotting, spoilt. 2 fetid, foul, 

noxious, rank, stinking. 


putsch /put// noun attempt at revolution. 
putt /pat/ verb (-tt-) strike (golf ball) on putting 
green. @noun putting stroke. o putting green 
smooth turf round hole on golf course. 
puttee /'patı/ noun historical long strip of cloth 
wound round leg for protection and support. 
putter’ noun golf club used in putting. 
putter? US=porrer'. i 
putty /‘pati/ noun paste of chalk, linseed oil, etc. 
for fixing panes of glass etc. © verb (-ies, -ied) fix, 
fill, etc. with putty. ‘ 
Puzzle /'paz(ə)l/ noun 1 difficult or confusing 
problem. 2 problem or toy designed to test 
ingenuity etc. @ verb (-ling) 1 perplex. 2 (usually 
+ over etc.) be perplexed. 3 (usually as pu 
adjective) require much mental effort. 4 (+ out) 
solve using ingenuity etc. o puzzlement noun. 
a noun 1 difficulty, disputed dilemma, enigma, 
mystery, paradox, poser, problem, quandary, 
question. 2 colloquial brain-teaser, conundrum, 
poser, problem, question, riddle. @ verb 1 baffle, 
bewilder, confound, confuse, floor, colloquial 
flummox, mystify, nonplus, perplex, set inigiog ie 
stump, stymie, worry. 2 ( puzzle over) see men 
1. 3 (puzzling) ambiguous, baffling, bewildering, 
confusing, cryptic, enigmatic, impenetrable, a 
inexplicable, insoluble, colloquial mind-boggling, 
mysterious, mystifying, perplexing, Saroa 
unaccountable, unanswerable, unfathomable, 
worrying. 4 ( puzzle out) see SOLVE. 


eaten 
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bbreviation polyvinyl chloride, a plastic 
ih for pipes, electrical insulation, etc. 


emia /par'i:mte/ noun (US pyemia) severe 
pacterial infection of blood. 


my /‘pigmi/ (also pigmy) noun (plural -ies) 

Py er of dwarf people of esp. equatorial 

Africa. 2 very small person, animal, or thing. 
o adjective very small. 


n adjective dwarf, lilliputian, midget, small, tiny, 
| undersized 


pyjamas /pe'dgo:mez/ plural noun (US paja- 
mas) 1 suit of trousers and top for sleeping in 
etc. 2 loose trousers worn in some Asian coun- 
tries. 


pylon /‘pailen/ noun tall structure esp. as 
support for electric cables. 


pyorrhoea /pata'ria/ noun (US pyorrhea) 1 gum 
disease. 2 discharge of pus. 


pyramid /‘prremid/ noun 1 monumental (esp. 
ancient Egyptian) stone structure with square 
base and sloping sides meeting at apex. 2 solid 
of this shape with base of 3 or more sides. 3 


PVC | pyx 
Pyramid-shaped thing, TEN 
adjective. p 8. Opyramidal /“ræm:/ 


pyre /'parə/ noun pile of combustible material, 
esp. for burning corpse. 

pyrethrum /parri:éram/ noun 4 aromatic 
chrysanthemum. 2 insecticide from its dried 
flowers. 

Pyrex ['parareks/ noun proprietary term a hard 
heat-resistant glass. 

pyrites /parrarti:z/ noun (in full iron pyrites) 
yellow sulphide of iron. 

pyromania /patsrav'memia/ noun obsessive 
desire to start fires. o pyromaniac noun & adjec- 
tive. 

pyrotechnics /paterau'tekniks/ plural noun 1 
art of making fireworks. 2 display of fireworks. 
O pyrotechnic adjective. 

pyrrhic /'prik/ adjective (of victory) achieved at 
too great cost. 

python /'par8(ə)n/ noun large snake that crushes 
its prey. 

pyx /piks/ noun vessel for consecrated bread of 
Eucharist. 


Q abbreviation (also Q.) question. 
QC abbreviation Queen’s Counsel. 


QED abbreviation which was to be proved (quod 
erat demonstrandum). 


QM abbreviation Quartermaster. 

qr. abbreviation quarter(s). 

qt abbreviation quart(s). 

qua /kwa:, kwei/ conjunction in the capacity of. 

quack’ noun harsh sound made by ducks. © verb 
utter this sound. 


quack? noun 1 unqualified practitioner, esp. of 
medicine. 2 slang any doctor. o quackery noun. 


quad /kwnd/ colloquial noun 1 quadrangle. 2 
quadruplet. 3 quadraphonics. © adjective quad- 
raphonic. 

quadrangle /‘kwodreng(a)l/ noun 1 4-sided 
plane figure, esp. square or rectangle. 2 4-sided 
court, esp. in college etc. o quadrangular 
/-reeygjula/ adjective. 


| m 2 courtyard, enclosure, colloquial quad, yard. 


quadrant /‘kwodrent/ noun 1 quarter of circle 
or sphere or of circle’s circumference. 2 optical 
instrument for measuring angle between distant 
objects. 

quadraphonic /kwodre'fonik/ adjective (of 
sound reproduction) using 4 transmission chan- 
nels. Oquadraphonically adverb. quadra- 
phonics plural noun. 

quadrate adjective /‘kwodrat/ square; rectan- 
gular. @noun j'kwodrət, -dreit/ rectangular 
object. © verb /kwo'dreit/ (-ting) make square. 

quadratic /kwo'dreettk/ Mathematics adjective 
involving the square (and no higher power) of 
unknown quantity or variable. © noun quadratic 
equation. 

quadriceps /‘kwodriseps/ noun 4-headed 
muscle at front of thigh. 


quadrilateral /kwodrrletar(e)l/ adjective hav- 
ing 4 sides. © noun 4-sided figure. 

quadrille /kwo'dril/ noun 1 square dance, 2 
music for this. 

quadruped /‘kwodruped/ noun 4-footed ani- 
mal, esp. mammal. 

quadruple l'kwodrup(s)l/ adjective 4 fourfold; 
having4 Parts. 2 (of time in music) having 4 beats 
in bar. enoun fourfold number or amount. 
© verb /kwo'dru:p(e)i/ multiply by 4. 

quadruplet /‘kwndruplit/ noun each of 4 chil- 
dren born at one birth. 


quadruplicate adjective /kwo'dru:plikat/ 4 
fourfold. 2 of which 4 copies are made. @ verb 
/-Kert/ (-ting) multiply by 4. 


quaff /kwof/ verb literary 1 drink deeply, 2 
(cup etc.) in long draughts. Ply. 2drain 


quagmire /‘kwogmaro, ‘kweeg-/ noun 1 muddy 
or boggy area. 2 hazardous situation, 
u 1 bog, fen, marsh, mire, literary morass, mud, 
slough, swamp. 


quail noun (plural same or -s) small game bird 
related to partridge. 


quail? verb flinch; show fear. 
u back away, be apprehensive, blench, cower, 
cringe, falter, flinch, quake, recoil, shrink, tremble, 
wince. 


quaint adjective attractively odd or old- 
fashioned. o quaintly adverb. quaintness noun. 

z antiquated, antique, charming, curious, 
eccentric, fanciful, fantastic, odd, offbeat, 
old-fashioned, old-world, outlandish, peculiar, 
picturesque, strange, derogatory twee, 
unconventional, unexpected, unfamiliar, unusual, 
whimsical. 


quake verb (-king) shake, tremble. © noun collo- 
quial earthquake. 

m verb convulse, heave, quaver, quiver, rock, 

shake, shiver, shudder, stagger, sway, tremble, 

vibrate, wobble. 


Quaker noun member of Society of Friends. 
o Quakerism noun. 


qualification /kwolifikerf(a)n/ moun 1 accom- 
plishment fitting person for position or purpose. 
2 thing that modifies or limits. 3 qualifying, 
being qualified. o qualificatory /‘kwol-/ adjec- 
tive. 
m 1 ability, aptitude, capability, capacity, 
competence, eligibility, experience, fitness, _ 
know-how, knowledge, proficiency, quality, skill, 
suitability. 2 caveat, condition, exception, 
limitation, modification, proviso, reservation, 
restriction. 3 certification, training. 


ualified /‘kwolifaid/ adjective 1 competent or 
Tegally entitled to do something. 2 eligible. 3 

limited, restricted. 
a 1 able, authorized, capable, certificated, 
certified, competent, equipped, experienced, 
expert, fit, licensed, practised, professional, 
proficient, skilled, trained, well informed. 2 
eligible, suitable. 3 cautious, conditional, 
equivocal, guarded, half-tiearted, limited, 
modified, provisional, reserved, restricted. 


qualify /'kwolifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 make Ere 

petent or fit for purpose or position. onde 
legally entitled. 3 (usually + for) satisfy me 
tions. 4 modify, limit. 5 moderate, mitiga 
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Grammar (of word) attribute quality to (esp. 
noun). 7 (+ as) be describable as. o qualifier 
noun. 

a 1 equip, fit, prepare. 2 authorize, empower, 
entitle, make eligible, permit, sanction. 3 become 
eligible, get through, make the grade, meet 
requirements, pass. 4 limit, modify, restrict. 5 abate, 
lessen, mitigate, moderate, modulate, restrain, 
soften, temper, weaken. 


qualitative /‘kwolitativ/ adjective concerned 
with quality as opposed to quantity. o qualita- 
tively adverb. 

quality /‘kwolrtt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 excel- 
lence. 2 degree of excellence. 3 attribute, faculty. 
4 relative nature or character. 5 timbre. 
© adjective of high quality. 

n noun 1 colloquial class, excellence, merit, value, 

worth. 2 calibre, class, condition, grade, rank, sort, 

standard, status, value, worth. 3 attribute, 

characteristic, distinction, feature, mark, 

peculiarity, property, trait. 


qualm /kwa:m/ noun 1 misgiving. 2 scruple of 
conscience. 3 momentary faint or sick feeling. 

quandary /‘kwondar1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 per- 
plexed state. 2 practical dilemma. 

u colloquial catch-22, confusion, difficulty, 

dilemma, perplexity, plight, predicament, 

uncertainty. 


quango /‘kwengau/ noun (plural -s) semi- 
public administrative body appointed by gov- 
ernment. 


quanta plural of QUANTUM. 


quantify /‘kwontifai/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 deter- 
mine quantity of. 3 express as quantity. 0 quan- 
tifiable adjective. 


quantitative /‘kwontitativ/ adjective 1 con- 
cerned with quantity as opposed to quality. 2 
measured or measurable by quantity. 


quantity /‘kwontit!/ noun (plural -ies) 1 prop- 
erty of things that is measurable. 2 size, extent, 
weight, amount, or number. 3 specified or con- 
siderable amount, number, etc.; portion. 4 (in 
plural) large amounts or numbers. 5 length or 
shortness of vowel sound or syllable. 6 Math- 
ematics value, component, etc. that may be 
expressed in numbers. o quantity surveyor 
person who measures and prices building work. 
a 1, 2 amount, bulk, extent, length, magnitude, 
mass, measure, number, size, volume, weight. 3 
aggregate, amount, consignment, dosage, dose, 
expanse, length, load, lot, measure, number, part, 
portion, proportion, quantum, sum, total, volume. 


quantum /‘kwontem/ noun (plural -ta) 1 dis- 
crete amount of energy proportional to fre- 
quency of radiation it represents. 2 required or 
allowed amount. o quantum mechanics, theory 
theory assuming that energy exists in discrete 
units. 


quarantine /‘kworenti:n/ noun 1 isolation 
imposed on personoranimal to prevent infection 
or contagion. 2 period of this. © verb (-ning) put 
in quarantine. 


qualitative | quarter 


quark! /kwa:k/ noun Physics component of ele- 
mentary particles. 


quark? /kwa:k/ noun kind of low-fat curd cheese. 


quarrel /‘kwor(e)l/ noun 1 severe or angry 
dispute. 2 break in friendly relations. 3 cause of 
complaint. @ verb (-Il-; US-1-) 4 (often + with) find 
fault. 2 dispute. 3 break off friendly relations. 
u quarrelsome adjective. 
a noun 1 altercation, argument, bickering, 
colloquial bust-up, clash, conflict, confrontation, 
contention, controversy, debate, difference, 
disagreement, dispute, fight, colloquial hassle, 
misunderstanding, colloquial row, colloquial 
ructions, scene, slanging match, squabble, tiff, 
wrangle. 2 conflict, discord, disharmony, 
dissension, division, feud, rift, rupture, schism, 
split, strife, vendetta. © verb 1 (quarrel with) see 
DISPUTE verb 3. 2 argue, be at loggerheads, be at 
odds, bicker, clash, conflict, contend, cross 
swords, differ, disagree, dispute, dissent, fall out, 
feud, fight, hassle, colloquial row, squabble, 
wrangle. o quarrelsome aggressive, angry, 
argumentative, bad-tempered, cantankerous, 
choleric, contentious, contrary, cross, defiant, 
disagreeable, dyspeptic, explosive, fractious, 
Impatient, irascible, irritable, peevish, petulant, 
pugnacious, querulous, quick-tempered, 
colloquial stroppy, testy, truculent, unfriendly, 
volatile. 


quarry’ /‘kwor1/ noun (plural -ies) place from 
which stone etc. is extracted. © verb (-ies, -ied) 
extract (stone etc.) from quarry. o quarry tile 
unglazed floor-tile. $ 


n noun excavation, mine, pit, working. © verb dig 
out, excavate, extract, mine. 


quarry? /‘kwori/ noun (plural -ies) 1 intended 
victim or prey. 2 object of pursuit. 


| m game, kill, object, prey, victim. 


quart /kwo:t/ noun liquid measure equal to 
quarter of gallon; two pints (1.136 litre). 


quarter /‘kwo:te/ noun 1 each of 4 equal parts. 2 
period of 3 months. 3 point of time 15 minutes 
before or after any hour. 4 25 US or Canadian 
cents. 5 coin worth this. 6 part of town, esp. as 
occupied by particular class. 7 point of compass. 
8 region at this. 9 direction, district. 10 source 
of supply. 11 (in plural) lodgings. 12 (in plural) 
accommodation of troops etc. 13 one-fourth of a 
lunar month. 14 mercy towards enemy etc. on 
condition of surrender. 15 grain measure 
equivalent to 8 bushels. 16 colloquial one-fourth 
ofa pound weight. @ verb 1 divide into quarters. 
2 put (troops etc.) into quarters. 3 provide with 
lodgings. 4 Heraldry place (coats of arms) on 4 
quarters of shield. o quarterback player in 
American football who directs attacking play. 
quarter day day on which quarterly payments 
are due. quarterdeck part of ship's upper deck 
near stern. quarter-final match or round preced- 
ing semifinal. quarter-hour period of 15 minutes. 
quartermaster 1 regimental officer in charge of 
quartering, rations, etc. 2 naval petty officer in 
charge of steering, signals, etc. 


quarterly | question 


| m noun 6, 8 area, direction, district, division, 

| locality, neighbourhood, part, region, US section, 

| Military sector, territory, vicinity, zone. 11, 12 

| (quarters) abode, accommodation, barracks, 
billet, domicile, dwelling place, home, housing, 
lodgings, residence, rooms, shelter. © verb 2 

į accommodate, billet, board, house, lodge, put up, 
shelter, station. 


quarterly adjective produced or occurring once 
every quarter of year. @adverb once every 
quarter of year. © noun (plural -ies) quarterly 
journal. 
quartet /kwo:'tet/ noun 1 musical composition 
for 4 performers. 2 the performers. 3 any group 
of 4. 
quarto /‘kwo:tau/ noun (plural -s) size of book 
or page made by folding sheet of standard size 
twice to form 4 leaves. 
quartz /kwo:ts/ noun silica in various mineral 
forms. © adjective (of clock or watch) operated by 
vibrations of electrically driven quartz crystal. 
quasar /"kweiza:/ noun starlike object with 
large red shift. 
quash /kwoJ/ verb 1 annul; reject as not valid. 2 
suppress, crush. 
m 1 abolish, annul, cancel, invalidate, overrule, 
overthrow, reject, rescind, reverse, revoke. 2 see 
QUELL 1. 


quasi- /'kwerzar/ combining form 1 seemingly; 
not really. 2 almost. 

quaternary /kwə'ts:nərı/ adjective having 4 
parts. 

quatrain /‘kwotrem/ noun 4-line stanza. 


quatrefoil /'kætrəfəil/ noun 1 leaf consisting of 
4 leaflets. 2 design or ornament in this shape. 


quaver /'kwervə/ verb 1 (esp. of voice or sound) 
vibrate, shake, tremble. 2 sing or say with qua- 
vering voice. © noun 1 Music note half as longas 
crotchet. 2 trill in singing. 3 tremble in speech. 
o quavery adjective. 

m verb 1 falter, fluctuate, oscillate, pulsate, quake, 

quiver, shake, shiver, shudder, tremble, vibrate, 

waver. 


quay /ki:/ noun artificial landing-place for 
loading and unloading ships. o quayside land 
forming or near quay. 


| "dock, harbour, jetty, landing stage, pier, wharf. 


queasy /'kwi:z1/ adjective ier, -iest) 1 (of 
person) nauseous. 2 (of stomach) easily upset. 3 
(of conscience etc.) Overscrupulous. o queasily 
adverb. queasiness noun. 

@ 1 bilious, ill, nauseated, nauseous, poorly, 

queer, sick, squeamish, unwell. 


queen noun 1 (as title usually Queen) female 
Sovereign. 2 (in full queen consort) king's wife. 
3 woman, country, or thing pre-eminent of its 
kind. 4 fertile female among bees, ants, etc. 5 
most powerful piece in chess. 6 court card 
depicting queen. 7 (the Queen) national anthem 
when sovereign is female. 8 Offensive slang male 
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homosexual. © verb convert (Pawn in chess) to 


queen when it reaches opponent’s Side of 
O queen mother king’s widow who is m 
sovereign. Queen’s Bench division 


Queensberry Rules [‘Kwi:nzbarr 
noun standard rules, esp. of boxing. | plural 


queer adjective 1 strange, odd, eccentric. 2 
suspect; of questionable character, 3 slightly ill; 
faint. 4 offensive slang (esp. of a man) homo- 
sexual. Onoun offensive slang homosexual, 
© verb slang spoil; put out of order. Oin Queer 
Street slang in difficulty, esp. in debt. o queer- 
ness noun. 

u adjective 1 aberrant, abnormal, anomalous, 

atypical, bizarre, cranky, curious, deviant, 

different, eccentric, eerie, exceptional, 
extraordinary, freakish, funny, incongruous, 
inexplicable, irrational, mad, odd, offbeat, 
outlandish, peculiar, puzzling, quaint, remarkable, 
colloquial rum, singular, strange, unaccountable, 
uncanny, uncommon, unconventional, 
unexpected, unnatural, unorthodox, unusual, 
colloquial weird. 2 slang fishy, mysterious, 
questionable, shady (customer), colloquial shifty, 
suspect, suspicious. 3 see ILL adjective 1. 4 see 

HOMOSEXUAL adjective. 


quell verb 1 crush, suppress (rebellion etc.). 2 
subdue (fears etc.). 

m 1 crush, overcome, put down, quash, repress, 

subdue, suppress. 2 allay, alleviate, calm, 

mitigate, moderate, mollify, pacify, soothe, subdue. 


quench verb 1 satisfy (thirst) by drinking. 2 
extinguish (fire or light). 3 cool, esp. with water. 
4stifle, suppress. 

a 1 allay, appease, cool, formal sate, satisfy, slake. 

2 damp down, douse, extinguish, put out, smother, 

snuff out. 4 quell, repress, stifle, suppress. 


quern noun hand mill for grinding corn. 


querulous /‘kwerules/ adjective complaining, 
peevish. o querulously adverb. 


query /‘kwiert/ noun (plural -ies) 1 question. 2 
question mark. ọ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 ask, inquire. 
2 call in question. 3 dispute accuracy of. 


quest noun 1 search, seeking. 2 thing soa 
esp. by medieval knight. © verb (often + about; 
often + after, for) go about in search of some- 
thing. kat 

mū noun 1 expedition, exploration, hunt, mission, 

pursuit, search, voyage of discovery. © verb 

(quest after) see SEEK 1-2. 


question /'kwestf(ə)n/ noun 1 sentence word 
or expressed so as to seek information or anem ' 
2 doubtor dispute about matter. 3 raising o ed 
doubt etc. 4 matter to be discussed or deci ane 
problem requiring solution. © verb tasa 3 
tions of. 2 subject (person) to examination. 5 
throw doubt on. o be just a question of tim 
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certain to happen sooner or later. be a question 
of be at issue; be a problem, call in or into ques- 
tlon express doubts about. in question being dis- 
cussed or referred to. out of the question not 
worth questioning; impossible. question mark 
punctuation mark (?) indicating question (see 
panel). question master person presiding over 
quiz game etc. question time period in Par- 
liament when MPs may question ministers. 
questioner noun. questioning adjective & 
noun, questioningly adverb. 

a noun 2, 3 argument, controversy, debate, 
difficulty, dispute, doubt, misgiving, objection, 
uncertainty. 4 issue, matter, point. 5 colloquial 
brain-teaser, conundrum, demand, enquiry, 
inquiry, mystery, colloquial poser, problem, 
puzzle, query, request, riddle. © verb 1, 2 ask, 
cross-examine, cross-question, debrief, enquire 
of, examine, grill, inquire of, interrogate, interview, 
probe, pump, quiz. 3 argue over, be sceptical 
about, call into question, cast doubt upon, 
challenge, dispute, doubt, enquire about, impugn, 
inquire about, object to, oppose, quarrel with, 
query. 


questionable adjective doubtful as regards 
truth, quality, honesty, wisdom, etc. 
a arguable, borderline, debatable, disputable, 
doubtful, dubious, colloquial iffy, moot (point), 
problematical, shady (customer), suspect, 
suspicious, uncertain, unclear, unprovable, 
unreliable. 


questionnaire /kwestJa'nea/ noun list of ques- 
tions for obtaining information esp. for statis- 
tical analysis. 


m catechism, opinion poll, quiz, survey, test. 


queue /kju:/ noun line or sequence of people, 
vehicles, etc. waiting their turn. © verb (-s, -d, 
queuing or queueing) (often + up) form or join 
queue. o queue-jump push forward out of turn 
in queue. 

m noun chain, column, colloquial crocodile, file, 

USline, line-up, procession, row, string, 

succession, tailback, train. © verb line up. 


quibble /‘kwib(a)l/ noun 1 petty objection; 
trivial point of criticism. 2 evasion. © verb (-ling) 
use quibbles. 

u noun 1 see OBJECTION. © Verb carp, cavil, 

equivocate, object, split hairs, wrangle. 


quiche /ki:f/ noun savoury flan. 

quick adjective 1 moving fast. 2 taking only a 
Short time. 3 arriving or happening after only a 
Short time; prompt. 4 with only a short interval. 


Question mark ? 


questionable | quiet 


5 alert, intelligent. 6 lively, agile, nimble. 7 (of 
temper) easily roused. 8 archaic living. @ adverb 
quickly. © noun 1 soft sensitive flesh, esp. below 
hails or skin. 2 seat of emotion. o quicklime 
unslaked lime. quicksand 1 area of loose wet 
sand thatsucks in anything placed onit.2 treach- 
erous situation etc. quickset (of hedge etc.) 
formed of cuttings, esp. hawthorn. quicksilver 
mercury. quickstep fast foxtrot. quick- 
tempered easily angered. quick-witted quick to 
grasp situation, make repartee, etc. quick-wit- 
tedness noun. o quickly adverb. quickness 
noun. 

m adjective 1 breakneck, brisk, expeditious, 
express, fast, poetical or literary fleet, headlong, 
high-speed, colloquial nippy, precipitate, rapid, 
smart (pace), spanking, speedy, swift. 2 brief, 
fleeting, momentary, passing, perfunctory, short, 
short-lived, temporary, transitory. 3 abrupt, early, 
hasty, hurried, immediate, instant, instantaneous, 
precipitate, prompt, punctual, ready, sudden, 
summary, unhesitating. 5 acute, alert, apt, astute, 
bright, clever, intelligent, nimble, perceptive, 
quick-witted, sharp, shrewd, smart. 6 adroit, agile, 
animated, brisk, deft, dexterous, energetic, lively, 
nimble, spirited, spry, vigorous. 8 see ALIVE 1. 


quicken verb 1 make or become quicker; accel- 
erate. 2 give life or vigour to; rouse. 3 (of woman) 
reach stage in pregnancy when movements of 
foetus can be felt. 4 (of foetus) begin to show signs 
of life. 


m 1 accelerate, expedite, go faster, hasten, hurry, 
speed up. 2 see ANIMATE Verb 1, AROUSE 1. 


quid’ noun slang (plural same) one pound ster- 
ling. 
quid? noun lump of tobacco for chewing. 
quid pro quo /kwid prev 'kwəu/ noun (plural 
quid pro quos) gift, favour, etc. exchanged for 
another. 
quiescent /kwres(e)nt/ adjective 
dormant. o quiescence noun. 
quiet /'kwarət/ adjective 1 with little or nosound 
or motion. 2 of gentle or peaceful disposition; 
reserved. 3 unobtrusive; not showy. 4 not overt; 
disguised. 5 undisturbed; uninterrupted; not 
busy. @ noun 1 silence; stillness. 2 undisturbed 
state; tranquillity. © verb (often + down) make 
or become quiet; calm. abe quiet (esp. in 
imperative) cease talking etc. keep quiet (often + 
about) say nothing. on the quiet secretly. 
o quietly adverb. quietness noun. 
n adjective 1 calm, hushed, inactive, inaudible, 
low, motionless, noiseless, Music pianissimo, 
silent, soft, sotto voce, soundless, still. 2 calm, 


inert; 


This is used instead of a full stop at the end ofa sentence to show that it is a question, e.g. 


Have you seen the film yet? 
You didn’t lose my purse, did you? 


It is not used at the end ofa reported question, e.g. 


Tasked you whether you'd seen the film yet. 


quieten | quoin 


| composed, contemplative, contented, gentle, 

| introverted, meditative, meek, mild, modest, 
peaceable, placid, reserved, reticent, retiring, 
serene, shy, taciturn, thoughtful, 
uncommunicative, unforthcoming, unsociable, 
withdrawn. 3 restful, soft, subdued, unobtrusive. 
5 cloistered, isolated, lonely, peaceful, private, 
restful, secluded, sequestered, sheltered, 
tranquil, unadventurous, undisturbed, unexciting, 


i unfrequented, untroubled. 


quieten verb (often + down) make or become 
quiet or calm. 
| m calm, compose, deaden, dull, hush, lull, muffle, 
mute, pacify, sedate, silence, soften, soothe, 
stifle, subdue, suppress, tone down, tranquillize. 


quietism noun passive contemplative attitude 
towards life. o quietist noun & adjective. 

quietude /‘kwantju:d/ noun state of quiet. 

quietus /kwar'i:tas/ noun release from life; 
death; final riddance. 

quiff noun man’s tuft of hair brushed upwards 
in front. 

quill noun 1 (in full quill-feather) large feather 
in wing or tail. 2 hollow stem of this. 3 (in full 
quill pen) pen made of quill. 4 (usually in plural) 
porcupine’s spine. 

quilt noun bedspread, esp. of quilted material. 
© verb line bedspread or garment with padding 
enclosed between layers of fabric by lines of 
stitching. o quilter noun. quilting noun. 

quin noun colloquial quintuplet. 

quince noun (tree bearing) acid pear-shaped 
fruit used in jams etc. 

quincentenary /kwmsen'tineri/ noun 
(plural -ies) 1 500th anniversary. 2 celebration 
of this. © adjective of this anniversary. 

quinine /‘kwmi:n/ noun bitter drug used as a 
tonic and to reduce fever. 

Quinquagesima /kwmkwoe'dsesime/ noun 
Sunday before Lent. 

quinquennial /kwm'kwenrel/ adjective 4 
lasting 5 years. 2 recurring every 5 years. 
o quinquennially adverb. 

quintessence /kwm'tes(a)ns/ noun 1 (usually 
+ of) purest and most perfect form, manifest- 
ation, or embodiment of quality etc. 2 highly 
refined extract. o quintessential /-tr'sen-/ adjec- 
tive. quintessentially /-t'sen-/ adverb. 


quintet /kwm'tet/ noun 1 musical composition 
Tr 5 performers. 2 the performers. 3 any group 
of 5. 


quintuple /kwmntjup(e)l/ adjective fivefold; 
having 5 parts. @noun fivefold number or 
amount. © verb (-ling) multiply by 5. 

quintuplet /kwitjuplit/ noun each of 5 chil- 
dren born at one birth. 

quip noun clever saying; epigram. © verb (-pp-) 
make quips. 

quire noun 25 sheets of paper. 

quirk noun 1 peculiarity, foible. 2 trick of fate. 
O quirky adjective (-ier, -iest). 


> 
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u 1 caprice, eccentricity, foible, idiosyncrasy ki 
oddity, peculiarity, whim. 2 aberration, fake are 


twist, vagary. 


quisling /kwzlm/ noun collaborator with in 
vading enemy. 


quit verb (-tting; past & past participle ui 

quit) 1 give up; let go; abandon. 2 US cease, ae 

3 leave or depart from. © adjective (+ of) rid cr 
z verb 1 abandon, abdicate, discontinue, drop, ` 
forsake, give up, leave, let go, Colloquial pack it in 
relinquish, renounce, resign from, retire from, ` 
withdraw from. 2 formal cease, desist from, i 
discontinue, leave off, stop. 3 decamp from, depart 
from, desert, exit from, go away from, leave, walk 
out (on), withdraw. 


5 kao 
quitch noun couch grass. 


quite adverb 1 completely; altogether; abso- 
lutely. 2 rather; to some extent. 3 (often + SO) said 
to indicate agreement. u quite a, quite some a 
remarkable. quite a few colloquial a fairly large 
number (of). quite something colloquial a 
remarkable thing or person. 
1 absolutely, altogether, completely, entirely, 
perfectly, thoroughly, totally, unreservedly, utterly, 
wholly. 2 comparatively, fairly, moderately, 
colloquial pretty, rather, relatively, somewhat, to 
some extent. 


quits adjective on even terms by retaliation or 
repayment. o call it quits 1 acknowledge that 
things are now even. 2 agree to stop quarrelling. 


| m equal, even, level, repaid, revenged, square. 


quiver’ /'kwıvə/ verb tremble or vibrate with 
slight rapid motion. © moun quivering motion or 
sound. 

a verb flicker, fluctuate, flutter, oscillate, palpitate, 

pulsate, quake, quaver, shake, shiver, shudder, 

tremble, vibrate, wobble. 


quiver’ /‘kwiva/ noun case for arrows. 

qui vive /ki: vi:v/ noun a on the qui vive on the 
alert. 

quixotic /kwik'sptik/ adjective extravagantly 
and romantically chivalrous. o quixotically 
adverb. 

n fanciful, foolhardy, idealistic, impracticable, 

impractical, romantic, colloquial starry-eyed, 

unrealistic, unrealizable, unselfish, Utopian, 

visionary. 


quiz noun (plural quizzes) 1 test of knowledge, 


esp. as entertainment. 2 interrogation, 
ation. © verb examine by questioning. 


E noun 1 see COMPETITION 2. 2 exam, camia a 
interrogation, questioning, questionnaire, 
@ verb see QUESTION verb 1,2. 


quizzical /‘kwiztk(e)l/ adjectivemocking: gently 
amused. o quizzically adverb. pu zzled, 


m amused, curious, intrigued, perplexed, 
questioning. 


quod noun slang prison. 
quoin /kom/ noun 1 external an 


gle of building- 
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2 cornerstone. 3 wedge used in printing or 
gunnery. 

quoit /kott/ noun 4 ring thrown to encircle peg. 
2 (in plural) game using these. 

quondam /‘kwondzm/ adjective that once was; 
former. 

quorate /‘kwo:reit/ adjective constituting or 
having quorum. 

Quorn /kwo:n/ noun proprietary term vegetable 
protein food made from fungus. 

quorum /'kwə:rəm/ noun minimum number of 
members that must be present to constitute valid 
meeting. 

quota /‘kweute/ noun 1 share to be contributed 
to or received from total. 2 number of goods, 
people, etc. stipulated or permitted. 


| a 1 allocation, allowance, apportionment, cut, 
part, portion, proportion, ration, share. 


quotable adjective worth quoting. 


quotation /kwau'terf(e)n/ noun 1 passage or 
remark quoted. 2 quoting, quoted. 3 contractor's 
estimate. o quotation marks inverted commas 
(or “”) used at beginning and end of quotation 


quoit | q.v. 


etc. (see panel). 

m 1 citation, cutting, excerpt, extract, passage, 
Piece, colloquial quote, reference, selection. 3 
estimate, price, colloquial quote, tender, valuation. 


quote verb (-ting) 4 cite or appeal to as example, 
authority, etc. 2 (+ as) cite (author etc.) as proof, 
evidence, etc. 3 repeat or copy out passage from. 
4 (+ from) cite (author, book, etc.). 5 (as 
interjection) used in dictation etc. to indicate 
opening quotation marks. 6 (often + at)state price 
of. 7 state (price) for job. © noun colloquial 1 
passage quoted. 2 (usually in plural) quotation 
marks. 3 price quoted. 

u verb 1, 2 adduce, appeal to, cite, instance, 

mention, refer to. 3, 4 cite, repeat, reproduce. 6, 7 

estimate, tender. 


quoth /kwəv8/ verb (only in ist & 3rd persons) 
archaic said. 


quotidian /'kwo'tıdrən/ adjective 1 occurring or 
recurring daily. 2 commonplace, trivial. 


quotient /‘kwauf(e)nt/ noun result of division 
sum. 


q-V- abbreviation which see (quod vide). 


Quotation marks ‘'“" 
Also called inverted commas; these are used: 


1 round a direct quotation (closing quotation marks come after any punctuation which is part of 


the quotation), e.g. 

He said, ‘That is nonsense.’ 
‘That’, he said, ‘is nonsense.’ 
‘That, however,’ he said, ‘is nonsense.’ 
Did he say, ‘That is nonsense’? 
He asked, ‘Ts that nonsense?’ 

2 round a quoted word or phrase, e.g. 
What does ‘integrated circuit’ mean? 


3 round a word or phrase that is not being used in its central sense, e.g. 


the ‘king’ of jazz 


He said he had enough ‘bread’ to buy a car. 


4 round the title of a book, song, poem, magazine article, television programme, etc. (but not a 


book of the Bible), e.g. 
‘Hard Times’ by Charles Dickens 


5 as double quotation marks round a quotation within a quotation, e.g. 
He asked, ‘Do you know what “integrated circuit” means?’ 
In handwriting, double quotation marks are usual. 


eececceee acc ccceusccceccscuccucssccnscecceces: 


R abbreviation (also R.) 1 Regina. 2 Rex. 3 River. 
4 (also ®) registered as trademark. OR & D 
research and development. 


T. abbreviation (also r) 1 right. 2 radius. 


RA abbreviation 1 Royal Academy or Academ- 
ician. 2 Royal Artillery. 


rabbet /'ræbıt/ noun step-shaped channel cut 
along edge or face of wood etc. to receive edge or 
tongue of another piece. © verb (-t-) 1 join with 
rabbet. 2 make rabbet in. 


rabbi /‘rebat/ noun (plural -s) 1 Jewish reli- 
gious leader. 2 Jewish scholar or teacher, esp. of 
the law. o rabbinical /ra‘bm-/ adjective. 


rabbit /‘rebit/ noun 1 burrowing mammal of 
hare family. 2 its fur. © verb (-t-) 1 hunt rabbits. 
2 (often + on, away) colloquial talk pointlessly; 
chatter. o rabbit punch blow with edge of hand 
on back of neck. 


rabble /'ræb(ə)l/ noun 1 disorderly crowd; mob. 


2 contemptible or inferior set of people. 3 (the 
rabble) lower classes of the populace. 


Orabble-rouser person who stirs up rabble, esp. 
to agitate for social change. rabble-rousing 
adjective & noun. 
n 1 crowd, gang, derogatory herd, usually 
derogatory horde, mob, swarm, throng. 3 (the 
rabble) hoi polioi, the masses, the populace, (the) 
tiff-raff. 


Rabelaisian /reba'leizion/ adjective exuber- 
antly and coarsely humorous. 


rabid /‘reebid/ adjective 1 affected with rabies; 
mad. 2 violent. 3 fanatical. o rabidity /re‘bid-/ 
noun. 


rabies /‘retbi:z/ noun contagious viral disease of 
esp. dogs; hydrophobia. 


RAC abbreviation Royal Automobile Club. 


raccoon /ra‘ku:n/ noun (also racoon) (plural 
same or -s) 1 N. American mammal with bushy 
tail. 2 its fur. 


race! noun 1 contest of speed or to be first to 
achieve something. 2 (in plural) series of races 
for horses etc. 3 strong current in sea or river. 4 
channel. © verb(-cing) 1 take part in race. 2have 
race with. 3 (+ with) compete in speed with. 4 
cause to race. § go at full speed. 6 (usually as 
racing adjective) follow or take part in horse 
racing. O racecourse ground for horse racing. 
racehorse one bred or kept for racing. race 
meeting sequence of horse races at one place. 
racetrack 1 racecourse. 2 track for motor racing. 
racing car one built for racing. racing driver 
driver of racing car. 


a noun 1 chase, competition, contest, heat, 

© verb 2 compete with, contest with, try to beat 5 
career, dash, fly, gallop, hasten, hurry, move fast 
run, rush, speed, sprint, colloquial tear, zip, zoom, 
O racetrack noun circuit, racecourse, : 


race? noun 1 each of the major divisions of 
humankind, each having distinct physical char- 
acteristics. 2 group of people, animals, or Plants 
connected by common descent. 3 any great divi- 
sion of living creatures. o race relations rela- 
tions between members of different races in 
same country. 

m 2 breed, clan, ethnic group, family, folk, genus, 

kind, lineage, nation, people, species, stock, tribe, 

variety. 


raceme /ra'si:m/ noun flower cluster with 
flowers attached by short stalks at equal dis- 
tances along stem. 

racer /'rersə/ noun 1 horse, yacht, bicycle, etc. of 
kind used for racing. 2 person or thing that races. 

racial /‘retS(e)l/ adjective 1 of or concerning 
race. 2 on grounds of or connected with differ- 
ence in race. o racially adverb. 


| a 1 ethnic, folk, genetic, national, tribal. 


racialism noun = racism. o racialist noun & 
adjective, 

racism noun 1 (prejudice based on) belief in 
superiority of particular race. 2 antagonism 
towards other races. o racist noun & adjective. 

u bigotry, chauvinism, discrimination, r 

intolerance, prejudice, racialism, xenophobia. 

a racist adjective bigoted, chauvinist, _ 

discriminatory, intolerant, prejudiced, racialist, 

xenophobic. 


rack' noun 1 framework, usually with roils 
bars, etc., for holding things. 2 cogged or tooth s 
rail or bar engaging with wheel, pinion, etc. 
historical instrument of torture stretching 
victim's joints. © verb 1 inflict suffering m Z 
historical torture on rack. o rack one’s bra ts 
make great mental effort. rack-rent extortion@ 
rent. 

n noun frame, framework, holder, scaffold, 

scaffolding, shelf, stand, support. © verb 1 see 

TORTURE verb. 


rack? noun destruction (esp. in rack and peat 

rack? verb (often + off) draw off (wine etc.) 
lees. pat with 

racket /'rækıt/ noun (also racquet) 1 
round or oval frame strung with catgut, e like 
etc., used in tennis etc. 2 (in plural) gam 
squash but in larger court. 


racket? noun 1 uproar, din. 2 slang $ 


cheme for 
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obtaining money etc. by. dishonest means. 3 
slang dodge; sly game. 4 colloquial line of busi- 
ness. 

racketeer /rekr'tia/ noun person who operates 
dishonest business. o racketeering noun. 


raconteur /rekon'ts:/ noun teller of anecdotes. 
racoon = RACCOON. 


racy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 lively and vigorous 
in style. 2 risqué. 3 of distinctive quality. o raci- 
ness noun. 


rad noun unit of absorbed dose of ionizing radi- 
ation. 


RADA /'ra:da/ abbreviation Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Art. 


radar /'reida:/ noun 1 radio system for detecting 
the direction, range, or presence of objects. 2 
apparatus for this. oO radar trap device using 
radar to detect speeding vehicles. 


raddled /'ræd(ə)ld/ adjective worn out. 


radial /'rerdrəl/ adjective 1 of or arranged like 
rays or radii. 2 having spokes or radiating lines. 
3 acting or moving along such lines. 4 (in full 
radial-ply) (of tyre) having fabric layers 
arranged radially. enoun radial-ply tyre. 
O radially adverb. 


radian /'reidian/ noun SI unit of plane angle 
(about 57°). 


radiant /'reidient/ adjective 1 emitting or 
issuing in rays. 2 beaming with joy etc. 3 splen- 
did, dazzling. © noun point or object from which 
heat or light radiates. oradiance noun. radi- 
antly adverb. 

u adjective 1 beaming, bright, brilliant, gleaming, 

glowing, incandescent, luminous, 

phosphorescent, literary refulgent, shining. 2 see 

HAPPY 1. 3 See BRILLIANT adjective 1. 


radiate /'reidiet/ verb (-ting) 1 emit rays of 
light, heat, etc. 2 be emitted in rays. 3 emit or 
spread from centre. 4 transmit or demonstrate. 
u 1, 2 beam, gleam, glow, shine. 3 beam, diffuse, 
emanate, emit, give off, send out, shed, spread. 4 
diffuse, give out, shed, spread, transmit. 


radiation noun 1 radiating. 2 emission of 
energy as electromagnetic waves. 3 energy thus 
transmitted, esp. invisibly. 4 (in full radiation 
therapy) treatment of cancer etc. using e.g. 
X-rays or ultraviolet light. o radiation sickness 
Sickness caused by exposure to radiation such as 
gamma rays. 


radiator noun 1 device for heating room etc. 
by circulation of hot water etc. 2 engine-cooling 
device in motor vehicle or aircraft. 


radical /'rædık(ə)l/ adjective 1 fundamental; 
forming the basis; primary. 2 far-reaching; thor- 
ough. 3 advocating fundamental reform. 4 of the 
root of a number or plant. © noun 1. person 
holding radical views. 2 atom or group of atoms 
forming base of compound and remaining 
Unchanged during reactions. 3 quantity forming 
or expressed as root of another. o radicalism 
noun. radically adverb. 


racketeer | radon 


n adjective 1 basic, cardinal, deep-seated, 
elementary, essential, fundamental, primary, 
Principal, profound. 2 complete, comprehensive, 
drastic, entire, exhaustive, far-reaching, thorough, 
thoroughgoing. 3 extreme, extremist, 
revolutionary, subversive. 


radicchio /re'di:kiau/ noun (plural -s) chicory 
with purplish leaves. 


radicle /'redik(a)l/ noun part of seed that 
develops into root. 


radii plural of rapws. 


radio /‘reidiau/ noun (plural +S) 1 transmission 
and reception of messages etc. by electromag- 
netic’ waves of radio frequency. 2 apparatus for 
receiving, broadcasting, or transmitting radio 
signals. 3 sound broadcasting (station or 
channel). © verb (-es, -ed) 1 send (message) by 
radio. 2 send message to (person) by radio. 3 com- 
municate or broadcast by radio. o radio-con- 
trolled controlled froma distance by radio. radio 
telephone one operating by radio. radio tele- 
scope aerial system for analysing radiation in 
the radio-frequency range from stars etc. 

m noun 2 CB, ghetto-blaster, receiver, set, 

transistor, transmitter, walkie-talkie, wireless. 

© verb 1 broadcast, send out, transmit. 


radioactive adjective of or exhibiting radio- 
activity. 

radioactivity noun spontaneous disintegra- 
tion of atomic nuclei, with emission of usually 
penetrating radiation or particles. 

radiocarbon noun radioactive isotope of 
carbon. 

radiogram /'reidiaugrzem/ noun 1 combined 
radio and record player. 2 picture obtained by 
X-rays etc. 3 telegram sent by radio. 

radiograph /‘reidievgra:f/ noun 1 instrument 
recording intensity of radiation. 2 picture 
obtained by X-rays etc. © verb obtain picture of 
by X-rays, gamma rays, etc. oradiographer 
/“ngrefa/ noun. radiography /-‘ogroft/ noun. 

radiology /reidr'pled31/ noun esp. Medicine 
study of X-rays and other high-energy radiation. 
o radiologist noun. 

radiophonic adjective of electronically pro- 
duced sound, esp. music. 

radioscopy /reidi'pskapi/ noun examination 
by X-rays etc. of objects opaque to light. 

radiotherapy noun treatment of disease by 
X-rays or other forms of radiation. 

radish /‘reedif/ noun 1 plant with crisp pungent 
root. 2 this root, esp. eaten raw. 

radium /'reidiam/ noun radioactive metallic 
element. 

radius /‘reidias/ noun (plural radii /-diat/ or-es) 
4 straight line from centre to circumference of 
circle or sphere. 2 distance from a centre. 3 bone 
of forearm on same side as thumb. 

radon /‘reidon/ noun gaseous radioactive in- 
ert element arising from disintegration of ra- 
dium. 


| 
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RAF | raise 


RAF abbreviation Royal Air Force. 

raffia /'ræfrə/ noun 1 palm tree native to Mada- 
gascar. 2 fibre from its leaves. 

raffish /‘rzfiJ/ adjective 1 disreputable, rakish. 
2 tawdry. 

raffle /'ræf(ə)l/ noun fund-raising lottery with 
prizes. © verb (-ling) (often + off ) sell by raffle. 

raft /ra:ft/ noun flat floating structure of wood 
etc., used for transport. 

rafter /'ra:fta/ noun any of sloping beams 
forming framework of roof. 


| u beam, girder, joist. 


rag' noun 1 torn, frayed, or worn piece of woven 
material. 2 remnant. 3 (in plural) old or worn 
clothes. 4 derogatory newspaper. o ragbag mis- 
cellaneous collection. rag doll stuffed cloth doll. 
ragtime form of highly syncopated early jazz. 
the rag trade colloquial the clothing business. 
ragwort yellow-flowered ragged-leaved plant. 


} m 1 cloth, scrap; (rags) bits and pieces, ribbons, 
shreds, tatters. 2 fragment, remnant, scrap, shred. 
rag? noun 1 fund-raising programme of stunts 
etc. staged by students. 2 prank. 3 rowdy celebra- 
tion. 4 disorderly scene. © verb (-gg-) 1 tease; 
play rough jokes on. 2 engage in rough play. 
ragamuffin /‘reegemafm/ noun child in ragged 
dirty clothes. 
rage noun 1 violent anger. 2 fit of this. 3 tempor- 
ary fashion. © verb (-ging) 1 be full of anger. 2 
(often + at, against) speak furiously. 3 be violent; 
be at its height. 4 (as raging adjective) extreme, 
very painful. o all the rage very popular, fash- 
ionable. 
BH noun 1 see ANGER noun. © verb 1 be angry, boil, 
fume, go berserk, lose control, colloquial see red, 
seethe. 2 fulminate, fume, rail, rant, rave, storm, 
thunder. 


ragged /'regid/ adjective 1 torn; frayed. 2 in 
ragged clothes. 3 with a broken or jagged outline 
or surface. 4 lacking finish, smoothness, or uni- 
formity. 
u 1 frayed, in ribbons, old, patched, patchy, 
ravelled, archaic rent, ripped, rough, shabby, 
tattered, colloquial tatty, threadbare, torn, 
unravelled, untidy, worn out. 2 rough, shabby, 
tattered, colloquial tatty, unkempt, untidy. 3 
jagged, rough-edged, serrated, uneven, zigzag. 4 
disorganized, erratic, imperfect, irregular, tough, 
uneven. 


raglan /‘reglen/ adjective (of sleeve) running up 
to neck of garment. 

ragout /rz'gu:/ noun highly seasoned stew of 
meat and vegetables. 


raid noun 1 rapid surprise attack by armed 
forces or thieves. 2 surprise visit by police etc. 

to arrest suspects or seize illicit goods. e verb 1 

make raid on. 2 plunder. o raider noun. 

} u noun 1 assault, attack, colloquial blitz, foray, 
incursion, inroad, invasion, onslaught, sally, 
sortie, strike, swoop. © verb 1 assault, attack, 
descend on, invade, pounce on, rush, storm, 
swoop (down) on. 2 loot, maraud, pillage, plunder, 


Ear. 
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ransack, rifle, rob, sack, steal from, stri 

attacker, brigand, invader, looter, marauder o 
outlaw, pillager, pirate, plunderer, ran: ; 
robber, rustler, thief. Sacken 


rail' noun 1 bar used to hang thi 
protection, part of fence, top of base 
2 steel bar(s) making railway track. 3 railwe = 
© verb provide or enclose with rail(s). a railcar, 
pass entitling holder to reduced rail fares, i 


rail? verb (often + at, against) complain or 
strongly; rant. Protest 


rail? noun marsh wading bird. 


railing noun (often in plural) fence or barrier 
made of rails. 


raillery /‘retlari/ noun good-humoured ridicule, 


railroad noun esp. US railway. © verb (often + 
into, through) coerce, rush. 


railway /‘retlwet/ noun 1 track or set of tracks 
of steel rails on which trains run. 2 organization 
and people required to work such a system. 
Orailwayman male railway employee. 


| B 1 line, esp. US railroad, rails, track. 


raiment /‘remoant/ noun archaic clothing. 


rain noun 1 condensed atmospheric moisture 
falling in drops. 2 fall of these. 3 falling liquid or 
objects. 4 (the rains) rainy season. © verb 4 (after 
it) rain falls. 2 fall or send down like rain. 3 (after 
it) send in large quantities. 4 lavishly bestow. 
Oraincoat waterproof or water-resistant coat. 
rainfall total amount of rain falling within given 
area in given time. rainforest tropical forest with 
heavy rainfall. take a rain check on reserve 
right to postpone taking up (offer) until conveni- 
ent. 

m noun 1 drizzle, precipitation, raindrops, rainfall. 

2 cloudburst, deluge, downpour, rainstorm, 

shower, squall. © verb 1 colloquial bucket down, 

drizzle, pelt, pour, colloquial rain cats and dogs, 

spit, teem. 


rainbow /‘rembav/ noun arch of colours formed 
in sky by reflection, refraction, and dispersion 
of sun’s rays in falling rain etc. o adjective 
many-coloured. o rainbow trout large trout orl 
ginally of N. America. 

rainstorm /‘remsto:m/ noun storm with heavy 
rain. 

rainy adjective (-ier, -iest) (of weather, 
climate, etc.) in or on which rain 1s falne or 
much rain usually falls. o rainy day time 0. 
in the future. 


up, 
strength of. 4 promote. 5 (often + up) Lee 


construct. 6 levy, collect. 7 cause to ps 1. 10 
considered. 8 bring up; educate. 9 
remove (embargo). 11 rouse. enn. 
increase in stake or bid. 2 US rise 
o raisealaugh cause others to laugh. r cause an 
hell, the roof colloquial be very angry: 
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uproar. raise from the dead restore to life. raise 
one’s glass to toast. 

u verb 1 elevate, heave up, hoist, hold up, jack up, 
lift, pick up, put up, rear. 3 augment, boost, 
increase, inflate, put up, up. 4 exalt, prefer, 
promote, upgrade. 5 build, construct, create, 
erect, set up. 6 amass, collect, get, make, receive, 
solicit. 7 advance, bring up, broach, express, 
introduce, mention, moot, originate, pose, present, 
put forward, suggest. 8 bring up, care for, educate, 
look after, nurture, rear. 9 breed, cultivate, farm, 
grow, look after, nurture, produce, propagate, rear. 
11 activate, arouse, awaken, build up, buoy up, 
encourage, engender, enlarge, excite, foment, 
foster, heighten, incite, kindle, motivate, provoke, 
rouse, stimulate, uplift. 0 raise from the dead see 
RESURRECT 1. 


raisin /‘re1z(3)n/ noun dried grape. 

raison d'être /reiza~ ‘detr/ noun (plural 
raisons d’étre same pronunciation) purpose 
that accounts for, justifies, or originally caused 
thing’s existence. [French] 


raj /'ra:d3/ noun (the raj) historical British rule 
in India. 

raja /'ra:d3ə/ noun (also rajah) historical Indian 
king or prince. 

rake’ noun 1 implement with long handle and 
toothed crossbar for drawing hay etc. together, 
smoothing loose soil, etc. 2 similar implement. 
© verb (-king) 1 collect or gather (as) with rake. 
2 ransack; search thoroughly. 3 direct gunfire 
along (line) from end to end. a rake in colloquial 
amass (profits etc.). rake-off colloquial commis- 
sion or share. rake up revive (unwelcome) 
memory of. 


rake? noun dissolute man of fashion. 


rake? verb (-king) set or be set at sloping angle. 
© noun 1 raking position or build. 2 amount by 
which thing rakes. 

takish adjective dashing, jaunty; dissolute. 
Orakishly adverb. 


rallentando /rælən'tændəv/ Music adverb & 
adjective with gradual decrease of speed. © noun 
(plural -s or -di /-d1/) rallentando passage. 

rally /'rælr/ verb (-ies, -ied) 4 (often + round) 

ring or come together as support or for action. 

2 recover after illness etc.; revive. 3 (of prices 
etc.) increase after fall. © noun (plural -ies) 1 
rallying, being rallied. 2 mass meeting. 3 com- 
Petition for motor vehicles over public roads. 4 
extended exchange of strokes in tennis etc. 
Urallycross motor racing across country. 

H verb 1 assemble, come together, convene, get 

together, marshal, muster, organize, reassemble, 

le regroup, round up, summon. 2 see RECOVER 

z © noun 2 assembly, colloquial demo, 
emonstration, gathering, march, mass meeting, 

Protest. 3 see COMPETITION 2. 


RAM abbreviation 1 Royal Academy of Music. 2 

random-access memory. 

ap noun 1 uncastrated male sheep. 2 (the Ram) 

We acal sign or constellation Aries. 3 falling 
ight of pile-driving machine. 4 hydraulic 


raisin | rampant 


a verb 1 compress, cram, crowd, crush, drive, 
force, jam, pack, press, push, colloquial squash, 
Squeeze, tamp down, wedge. 3 bump, butt, collide 
with, crash into, hit, slam into, smash into, strike. 


Ramadan I'reemaden/ noun ninth month of 
Masili year, with strict fasting from sunrise to 
sunset. 


ramble /'ræmb(ə)l/ verb (ling) 4 walk for pleas- 
ure. 2 talk or write incoherently. © noun walk 
taken for pleasure. 

m verb 1 hike, range, roam, rove, tramp, trek, stroll, 

walk, wander. 2 digress, drift, maunder, colloquial 

rabbit on, rattle on, wander, colloquial witter on. 

© noun hike, tramp, trek, walk. 


rambler noun 1 person who rambles. 2 strag- 
gling or spreading rose. 

rambling adjective 1 wandering. 2 discon- 
nected, incoherent. 3 (ofhouse, town, street, etc.) 
irregularly arranged, spread out. 4 (of plant) 
straggling, climbing. 

n 2 aimless, circumlocutory, confused, diffuse, 

digressive, disconnected, discursive, disjointed, 

illogical, incoherent, jumbled, muddled, 

periphrastic, roundabout, unstructured, verbose, 

wandering, wordy. 3 asymmetrical, extensive, 

irregular, labyrinthine, sprawling, straggling, 

straggly, tortuous, twisting, winding, zigzag. 


RAMC abbreviation Royal Army Medical Corps. 


ramekin /‘remikm/ noun small dish for baking 
and serving individual portion of food. 

ramification /reemif'ke1{(e)n/ noun 1 (usually 
in plural) consequence. 2 subdivision. 

n 1 by-product, complication, consequence, 

effect, implication, offshoot, result, upshot. 2 

branch, division, extension, subdivision. 


ramify /‘rzemifai/ verb (-ies, -ied) (cause to) form 
branches or subdivisions; branch out. 

ramp noun 1 slope joining two levels of ground, 
fan etc. 2stairs for entering or leaving aircraft. 
3 transverse ridge in road making vehicles slow 
down. 


| m 1 acclivity, gradient, incline, rise, slope. 


rampage verb /rem'perd3/ (-ging) 1 (often + 
about) rush wildly. 2 rage, storm. @noun 
/'reemperds/ wild or violent behaviour. a on the 

mpage ram) $ A 

5 verb behave violently, go berserk, go wild, lose 

control, race about, rage, run amok, run riot, rush 

about, storm about. © noun frenzy, riot, tumult, 
uproar, vandalism, violence. 0 on the rampage 


see WILD adjective 2. 


rampant /‘rempent/ adjective 1 unchecked; 
fouishing excessively. 2 rank, luxuriant. 3 Her- 
aldry (of lion etc.) standing on left hind foot with 
forepaws in air. 4 fanatical. u rampancy noun. 


rampart | rape 


rampart /‘rempa:t/ noun 1 defensive broad- 
topped wall. 2 defence, protection. 

ramrod noun 1 rod for ramming down charge 
of muzzle-loading firearm. 2 thing that is very 
straight or rigid. 

ramshackle /'ræmfæk(ə)l/ adjective rickety, 
tumbledown. 

n broken-down, crumbling, decrepit, derelict, 

dilapidated, flimsy, jerry-built, rickety, ruined, 

run-down, shaky, tottering, tumbledown, unsafe, 

unstable, unsteady. 


ran past of RUN. 


ranch /ra:ntJ/ noun 1 cattle-breeding establish- 
ment, esp. in US & Canada. 2 farm where other 
animals are bred. o@verb farm on ranch. 
o rancher noun. 


rancid /'rænsıd/ adjective (of fat or fatty foods) 
smelling or tasting rank and stale. o rancidity 
/-sid-/ noun. 


rancour /‘renka/ noun (US rancor) inveterate 
bitterness; malignant hate. o rancorous adjec- 
tive. 


rand noun monetary unit of South Africa. 


random j'rændəm/ adjective made, done, etc. 
without method or conscious choice. oat 
random without particular aim. random- 
access (of computer memory) having all parts 
directly accessible. o randomly adverb. 

n accidental, adventitious, aimless, arbitrary, 

casual, chance, fortuitous, haphazard, 

hit-and-miss, indiscriminate, irregular, 

serendipitous, stray, unconsidered, unplanned, 

unpremeditated, unspecific, unsystematic. 


randy /'rændı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) eager for 
sexual satisfaction. 


ranee j'ra:nı/ noun (also rani) (plural -s) histor- 
ical raja’s wife or widow. 


rang past of RING”. 


range /remd3/ noun 1 region between limits of 
variation, esp. scope of operation. 2 such limits. 3 
area relevant to something. 4 distance attainable 
by gun or projectile. 5 distance between gun etc. 
and target. 6 row, series, etc., esp. of mountains. 
7 area with targets for shooting. 8 fireplace for 
cooking. 9 area over which a thing is distributed. 
10 distance that can be covered by vehicle 
without refuelling. 11 stretch of open land for 
grazing or hunting. everb (-ging) 1 reach; 
extend; vary between limits. 2 (usually in 
Passive) line up; arrange. 3 rove, wander. 4 tra- 
verse in all directions. o rangefinder instru- 
ment for determining distance of object. 
m noun 1 area, compass, distance, diversity, 
extent, field, gamut, limit, orbit, radius, reach, 
Scope, selection, span, spectrum, sphere, spread, 
sweep, variety. 6 chain, file, line, rank, row, series, 
String, tier. @ verb 1 differ, extend, fluctuate, go, 
reach, spread, stretch, vary. 2 see RANK' verb 3.3 
see ROAM. 


ranger noun 1 keeper of royal or national park, 
or of forest. 2 (Ranger) senior Guide. 


eee 
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rangy /'remd3i/ adjective (-ier, -i 
slim. for -towt) tal aod 
rani = RANEE. 
rank' noun 1 position in hierarchy, d 


advancement; place in scale. 2 distinc Sor, 
class, grade of dignity or achievement 3 
social position. 4 row or line. 5 single line of 
soldiers drawn up abreast. 6 place where ea 
wait for customers. © verb 1 have rank or pla 
2 classify; give a certain grade to, 3 arrange in 
rank. o rank and file (usually treated as plural) 
ordinary members of organization. the ranks 
common soldiers. 

8 noun 1, 2 birth, blood, caste, class, condition 
echelon, grade, level, position, standing, station, 
status, stratum, title. 4 column, file, formation, line, 
queue, row, series, tier. © verb 1 rate, stand. 2 
categorize, class, classify, grade, rate, sort. 3 align, 
arrange, array, dispose, line up, order, organize, 
range, set out in order. 


rank? adjective 1 luxuriant; coarse; choked with 
weeds etc. 2 foul-smelling; loathsome. 3 flagrant: 
gross, complete. 


l m 1 see ABUNDANT 1. 2 see SMELLY. 


rankle /'ræņk(ə)l/ verb (-ling) cause persistent 
annoyance or resentment. 

ransack /'rænsæk/ verb 1 pillage, plunder. 2 
thoroughly search. o ransacker noun. 

n 1 despoil, loot, pillage, plunder, raid, ravage, rob, 

sack, strip, wreck. 2 colloquial comb, explore, rake 

through, rummage through, scour, search, turn 

upside down. 


ransom /'rænsəm/ noun sum demanded or paid 
for release of prisoner. © verb 1 buy freedom or 
restoration of. 2 hold (prisoner) to ransom. 3 
release for a ransom. o hold to ransom 1 keep 
(prisoner) and demand ransom. 2 demand con- 
cessions from by threats. 


a noun payment, colloquial pay-off, price. © verb 
| 1 buy the release of, deliver, redeem. 


rant verb speak loudly, bombastically, or viol- 
ently. @ noun piece of ranting. o rant and rave 
express anger noisily and forcefully. 
ranunculus /ra'nankjules/ noun ( plural-luses 
or -li /-la1/) plant of genus including buttercup. 
RAOC abbreviation Royal Army Ordnance 
Corps. a 
rap’ noun 1 smart slight blow. 2 sound Chad 
tap. 3 slang blame, punishment. 4 rhy ease) 
monologue recited to music. 5 (in full rap m so 
style of rock music with words recite = oping 
(-pp-) 1 strike smartly. 2 make sharp she 
sound. 3 criticize adversely. 4 Music P 


rap. otake the rap suffer the consequences. 
Orapper noun Music. 
m verb 1 see nit verb 1.2 knock, tap. 3see 
| CRITICIZE 1. 
rap? noun the least bit. ‘an 


a ing, ex 
rapacious Jra'perfas/ adjective grasping, : 
Hae predatory. o rapacity /- pæs-/ noun 


5 r girl to 
rape’ noun 1 act of forcing esp. woman ou 
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have sexual intercourse unwillingly. 2 (often + 
of) violent assault or plunder. @ verb (-ping) 
commit rape on. 
a noun 1 assault, sexual attack. 2 see PILLAGE 
noun. © verb assault, defile, deflower, archaic 
dishonour, force oneself on, archaic ravish, 
violate. 


rape? oun plant grownas fodder and for oil from 
its seed. 


rapid /‘reepid/ adjective (er, -est) quick, swift. 
@ noun (usually in plural) steep descent in river 
bed, with swift current. a rapid eye movement 
jerky movement of eyes during dreaming. 
o rapidity /ra'pid-/ noun. rapidly adverb. 
o adjective breakneck, brisk, expeditious, 
express, fast, poetical or literary fleet, hasty, 
headlong, high-speed, hurried, immediate, 
impetuous, instant, instantaneous, colloquial 
nippy, precipitate, prompt, quick, smooth, speedy, 
swift, unchecked, uninterrupted. © noun (rapids) 
cataract, waterfall, white water. 


rapier /'rerpio/ noun light slender sword for 
thrusting. 

rapine /‘reepain/ noun rhetorical plundering. 

rapist noun person who commits rape. 

rapport /rz'po:/ noun communication or rela- 
tionship, esp. when useful and harmonious. 

rapprochement /rz'profma J noun resump- 
tion of harmonious relations, esp. between 
States. [French] 


rapscallion /rep'skeljan/ noun archaic 
rascal. 


rapt adjective 1 absorbed; intent. 2 carried away 
with feeling or thought. 


rapture /'ræptfə/ noun 1 ecstatic delight. 2 (in 
plural) great pleasure or enthusiasm or expres- 
Sion of it. o rapturous adjective. 

m 1 bliss, delight, ecstasy, elation, euphoria, 

exaltation, happiness, joy, pleasure, thrill. 


rare' adjective (-r, -st) 1 seldom done, found, or 

occurring; uncommon. 2 exceptionally good. 3 of 

less than usual density. o rareness noun. 
@ 1 abnormal, atypical, curious, exceptional, 
extraordinary, few and far between, infrequent, 
irreplaceable, limited, occasional, odd, out of the 
ordinary, peculiar, scarce, singular, special, 
Strange, surprising, uncommon, unfamiliar, 
unusual. 


rare’ adjective (-r, -st) (of meat) underdone. 
rarebit noun see WELSH RAREBIT. 


rarefy /‘rearifai/ verb (-ies, -ied) (often as rar- 
fied adjective) 1 make or become less dense or 
Solid. 2 refine. 3 make (idea etc.) subtle. o rar- 
efaction /-'feekS(e)n/ noun. 


rarely adverb seldom, not often. 

raring /‘rearm/ adjective (esp. in phrase raring 
to go) colloquial eager. 

rarity /'reərətı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 rareness. 2 
uncommon thing. 


rape | rate 


rascal /'ra:sk(ə)l/ noun dishonest or mischiev- 
ous person. o rascally adjective. 

a blackguard, colloquial or jocular bounder, devil, 

good-for-nothing, imp, knave, mischief-maker, 

miscreant, ne'er-do-well, archaic Tapscallion, 

rogue, scallywag, colloquial scamp, scoundrel, 

troublemaker, colloquial villain, wastrel. 


rase = RAZE. 


rash' adjective reckless, hasty, impetuous. 
a rashly adverb. rashness noun. 
m careless, foolhardy, hare-brained, hasty, 
headlong, headstrong, heedless, hot-headed, 
hurried, ill-advised, ill-considered, impetuous, 
imprudent, impulsive, incautious, indiscreet, 
injudicious, madcap, precipitate, reckless, risky, 
thoughtless, unthinking, wild. 


rash? noun 1 skin eruption in spots or patches. 2 
(usually + of ) sudden widespread occurrence. 


l @ 1 eruption, spots. 2 see OUTBREAK. 


rasher /'ræfə/ noun thin slice of bacon or ham. 
rasp /ra:sp/ noun 1 coarse file. 2 grating noise or 
utterance. © verb 1 scrape roughly or with rasp. 
2 make grating sound. 3 say gratingly. 4 grate 
on. 
u verb 1 abrade, file, grate, rub, scrape. 2, 3 croak, 
grate, jar, screech; (rasping) see HARSH 1. 


raspberry /‘ra:zbari/ noun (plural -ies) 1 red 
fruit like blackberry. 2 shrub bearing this. 3 col- 
loquial sound made by blowing through lips, 
expressing derision or disapproval. 

Rastafarian /resta'‘feerian/ (also Rasta 
['ræstə/) noun member of Jamaican sect regard- 
ing Haile Selassie of Ethiopia (d. 1975) as God. 
@ adjective of this sect. 


rat noun 1 large mouselike rodent. 2 colloquial 
unpleasant or treacherous person. © verb (-tt-) 1 
hunt or kill rats. 2 (also + on) colloquial inform 
(on). 3 (also + on) colloquial desert, betray. 
Oratbag slang obnoxious person. rat race collo- 
quial fiercely competitive struggle. ' 


ratable = RATEABLE. 


ratatouille /rætə'tu:ı/ noun dish of stewed 
onions, courgettes, tomatoes, aubergines, and 
peppers. 

ratchet /‘retJit/ noun 1 set of teeth on edge of 
bar or wheel with catch ensuring motion in one 
direction only. 2 (in full ratchet-wheel) wheel 
with rim so toothed. 


rate’ noun 1 numerical proportion between two 
sets of things or as basis of calculating amount 
or value. 2 charge, cost, or value; measure of this. 
3 pace of movement or change. 4 (in plural) tax 
levied by local authorities according to value of 
buildings and land occupied. @ verb (-ting) 1 
estimate worth or value of. 2 assign value to. 3 
consider, regard as. 4 (+ as) rank or be consid- 
ered as. 5 subject to payment of local rate. 6 
deserve. oat any rate in any case; whatever 
happens. at this rate if this example is typical. 
rate-capping historical imposition of upper 
limit on local authority rates. ratepayer person 
liable to pay rates. 


rate | rave 


| a noun 2 amount, charge, cost, fare, fee, figure, 
payment, price, scale, tariff, wage. 3 pace, speed, 
tempo, velocity. © verb 1, 2 appraise, assess, 
compute, estimate, evaluate, gauge, grade, judge, 
measure, prize, put a price on, rank, reckon, value, 


weigh. 3 class, classify, consider, judge, rank, 
| reckon, regard as. 6 be worthy of, deserve, merit. 
rate? verb scold. 


| E see REPRIMAND Verb. 


rateable /‘reitab(a)l/ adjective (also ratable 
/‘rettab(a)l/) liable to rates. o rateable value 
value at which business etc. is assessed for rates. 


rather /‘ra:da/ adverb 1 by preference. 2 (usually 
+ than) more truly; as a more likely alternative. 
3 more precisely. 4 to some extent. 5 /ra:'d3:/ 
most emphatically. 

m 1 more willingly, preferably, sooner. 4 fairly, 

moderately, colloquial pretty, quite, relatively, 

slightly, somewhat. 


ratify /'rætfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) confirm or accept 
by formal consent, signature, etc. o ratification 
noun. 


| m approve, authorize, confirm, endorse, sanction, 
| sign, validate, verify. 5 


rating /‘rettm/ noun 1 placing in rank or class. 2 
estimated standing of person as regards credit 
etc. 3 non-commissioned: sailor. 4 (usually in 
plural) popularity of a broadcast as determined 
by estimated size of audience. 
| u 1 classification, evaluation, grade, grading, 


mark, order, placing, ranking. 


ratio /‘re1fiau/ noun (plural-s) quantitative rela- 
tion between similar magnitudes. 


u balance, correlation, correspondence, 
proportion, relationship. 


ratiocinate /rætrosmert/ verb (-ting) literary 
reason, esp. using syllogisms. o ratiocination 
noun. 


ration /'ræf(ə)n/ noun 1 official allowance of 
food, clothing, etc., in time of shortage. 2 (usually 
in plural) fixed daily allowance of food. © verb 1 
limit (food etc. or people) to fixed ration. 2 
(usually + out) share (out) in fixed quantities. 

m noun 1 allocation, allotment, allowance, 

amount, helping, measure, percentage, portion, 

quota, share. 2 (rations) food, necessaries, 

| necessities, provisions, stores, supplies. © verb 1 


conserve, control, limit, restrict. 2 (ration out) 
allocate, allot, apportion, distribute, dole out, give 
out, parcel out, share out. 


rational /'ræfən(ə)l/ adjective 1 of or based on 
reason. 2 sensible. 3 endowed with reason. 4 
rejecting what is unreasonable. 5 Mathematics 
expressible as ratio of whole numbers. o ration- 
ality /-'næl-/ noun. rationally adverb. 

n 2 balanced, clear-headed, considered, 

judicious, logical, lucid, normal, reasonable, 
reasoned, sane, sensible, sound, thoughtful, wise. 
| 3 enlightened, intelligent, logical, reasoning, 

| thinking. 


—= 
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rationale /ræfə'na:l/ noun 
reason; logical basis. fundamenta 
m argument, case, cause, excuse, expl 
grounds, justification, logical basis, A Eh 
reason, reasoning, theory, vindication. 3 


rationalism noun practice of treatin 
as basis of belief and knowledge. u rations 
noun & adjective. rationalistic /-lis-] adjective a 


rationalize verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
(often + away) offer rational but aoe 
explanation of (behaviour or attitude). 2 make 
logical and consistent. 3 make (industry etc.) 
more efficient by reducing waste. o rationaliza- 
tion noun. 
m 1 account for, elucidate, excuse, explain, justify, 
provide a rationale for, literary ratiocinate, think 
through, vindicate. 3 see REORGANIZE. 


ratline /‘retlm/ noun (also ratlin) (usually in 
plural) any of the small lines fastened across 
ship’s shrouds like ladder rungs. 


rattan /ro'teen/ noun 1 palm with long thin 
many-jointed stems. 2 cane of this. 


rattle /'ræt(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 (cause to) give out 
rapid succession of short sharp sounds. 2 cause 
such sounds by shaking something. 3 move or 
travel with rattling noise. 4 (usually + off) say 
or recite rapidly. 5 (usually + om) talk in lively 
thoughtless way. 6 colloquial disconcert, alarm. 
@noun 1 rattling sound. 2 device or plaything 
made to rattle. o rattlesnake poisonous Ameri- 
can snake with rattling rings on tail. orattly 
adjective. 
m verb 1 agitate, clatter, jar, jiggle about, joggle, 
jolt, shake about, vibrate. 4 (rattle off ) see RECITE 
1. 5 (rattle on) see RAMBLE verb 2, TALK verb 1.6 
alarm, discomfit, discompose, disconcert, 
disturb, fluster, frighten, make nervous, put off, 
unnerve, upset, werry. 


rattling adjective 1 that rattles: 2 brisk, vigor- 
ous. © adverb colloquial remarkably (good etc.). 


ratty /'rætı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial irrit- 
able, angry. 

raucous /'ro:kas/ adjective harsh-sounding, 
hoarse. o raucously adverb. raucousness/oun. 

a ear-splitting, harsh, husky, grating, jarring, 

noisy, rasping, rough, screeching, shrill, 

squawking, strident. 


raunchy /'ro:ntfi/ adjective (ier, -lest) collo- 
quial sexually boisterous. 


ravage /'revids/ verb (-ging) dé 
plunder. Meets (usually in plural; 
destructive effect of. te, lay 

m verb damage, despoil, destroy, devastate, F 
waste, loot, pillage, plunder, raid, ransack, ruin, 
sack, spoil, wreak havoc on, wreck. 


devastate, 
+ 


5 deli- 
rave verb (-ving) 1 talk furiously, wildly, 0r 
riously. 2 net + about, over) speak we rer 
turous admiration. 3 colloquial enoyas astic 
freely. @ noun colloquial 4 highly en 

review. 2 (also rave-up) lively party- 
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a verb 1 fulminate, fume, rage, rant, roar, storm, 
thunder. 2 be enthusiastic, colloquial enthuse, go 
into raptures, gush, rhapsodize. 


ravel /'ræv(ə)l/ verb (-ll-; US -I-) 4 entangle, 
become entangled. 2 fray out. 

raven /'rerv(ə)n/ noun large glossy black crow 
with hoarse cry. © adjective glossy black. 

ravening /‘revenm/ adjective 1 hungrily 
seeking prey. 2 voracious. 

ravenous /'rzevanas/ adjective 1 very hungry. 2 
voracious; rapacious. O ravenously adverb. rav- 
enousness noun. 

a 1 colloquial famished, hungry, colloquial 

starved, colloquial starving. 2 greedy, insatiable, 

piggish, rapacious, ravening, voracious. 


raver noun colloquial uninhibited pleasure- 
loving person. 
ravine /ra'vi:n/ noun deep narrow gorge. 
raving noun (usually in plural) wild or delirious 
talk. Oadjective colloquial utter, absolute. 
© adverb colloquial utterly, absolutely. 
ravioli /rævrəvlı/ noun small square pasta 
envelopes containing meat, spinach, etc. 
ravish /‘reeviS/ verb 1 archaic rape (woman). 2 
enrapture. : 
u 1 see rape! verb. 2 bewitch, captivate, capture, 
charm, delight, enchant, enrapture, entrance, 
spellbind, transport. 


ravishing adjective lovely, beautiful. o rav- 
ishingly adverb. 
E see BEAUTIFUL 1. 


raw adjective 1 uncooked. 2 in natural state; not 
processed or manufactured. 3 inexperienced, 
untrained. 4 stripped of skin. 5 unhealed; sensi- 
tive to touch. 6 (of weather) cold and damp. 7 
crude; lacking finish. o inthe raw 1 in its natural 
state. 2naked. raw-boned gaunt. raw deal unfair 
treatment. rawhide 1 untanned hide. 2 rope or 
whip of this. raw material material from which 
manufactured goods are made. o rawness noun. 
a 2 crude, natural, unprocessed, unrefined, 
untreated. 3 green, ignorant, immature, 
inexperienced, innocent, new, unseasoned, 
untrained, untried. 4, 5 bloody, chafed, grazed, 
inflamed, painful, red, rough, scraped, scratched, 
Sensitive, sore, tender, vulnerable. 6 see COLD 
adjective 1. 


Rawiplug /'ro:lplag/ noun proprietary term 
cylindrical plug for holding screw in masonry. 

ray' noun 1 single line or narrow beam of light. 
2 straight line in which radiation travels. 3 (in 
plural) radiation. 4 trace or beginning of 
enlightening influence. 5 any of set of radiating 
lines, parts, or things. 6 marginal part of daisy 
etc. 

u 1 beam, shaft, streak, stream. 4 flicker, gleam, 

glimmer, hint, indication, scintilla, sign, trace. 


ray’ noun large edible marine fish with flat body. 


ray? noun (also re) Music second note of scale in 
tonic sol-fa. 


ravel | reaction 


rayon /'reron/ noun textile fibre or fabric made 
from cellulose. 


raze verb (also rase) (-zing or -sing) completely 
destroy; tear down. 
x bulldoze, demolish, destroy, flatten, level, tear 
lown. 


razor /'reiza/ noun instrument for shaving. 
Crazorbill auk with sharp-edged bill. razor- 
blade flat piece of metal with sharp edge, used 
in safety razor. razor-edge, razor's edge 1 keen 
edge. 2 sharp mountain ridge. 3 critical situ- 
ation. 4 sharp line of division. 


razzle /'rez(2)l/ noun colloquial spree. 
Orazzle-dazzle 1 excitement; bustle. 2 extravag- 
ant publicity. 


razzmatazz /ræzmə'tæz/ noun (also razzama- 
tazz /ræzə-/) colloquial 1 glamorous excitement. 
2 insincere activity. 


RC abbreviation Roman Catholic. 
Rd. abbreviation Road. 


RE abbreviation 1 Religious Education. 2 Royal 
Engineers. 


re" /ret, ri:/ preposition 1 in the matter of. 2 about, 
concerning. 


re? = Ray, 


re- prefix attachable to almost any verb or its 
derivative, meaning: once more, anew, afresh; 
back. For words starting with re- that are not 
found below, the root-words should be consulted. 


reach verb 1 (often + out) stretch out; extend. 2 
(often + for) stretch hand etc. 3 get as far as. 4 get 
to or attain. 5 make contact with. 6 pass, hand. 7 
take with outstretched hand. 8 Nautical sail with 
wind abeam. @ noun 1 extent to which hand etc. 
can be reached out, influence exerted, etc. 2 act 
ofreaching out. 3 continuous extent, esp. ofriver 
or canal. greach-me-down colloquial ready- 
made garment. o reachable adjective. 

a verb 1 (reach out) see EXTEND 2. 2 (reach for) 

grasp for, put out one’s hand for, stretch for, try to 

get. 3, 4 achieve, arrive at, attain, come to, get to, 
go as far as, colloquial make. 5 communicate with, 

contact, get hold of, get in touch with, touch. 7 

grasp, take. @ noun 1 compass, distance, orbit, 

range, scope, sphere. 


react /ri'ekt/ verb 1 (often + to) respond to 
stimulus; change or behave differently due to 
some influence. 2 (often + with) undergo chem- 
ical reaction (with other substance). 3 (often + 
against) respond with repulsion to; tend in 
reverse or contrary direction. 

n 1 act, answer, behave, conduct oneself, 

reciprocate, reply, respond, retaliate, retort, take 

revenge; (react to) see COUNTER? verb. 


reaction /rr'ækf(ə)}n/ noun 1 reacting; re- 
sponse. 2 bad physical response to drug etc. 3 
occurrence of condition after its opposite. 4 tend- 
ency to oppose change or reform. 5 interaction 
of substances undergoing chemical change. 


reactionary | realistic 


| m1 answer, backlash, slang comeback, counter, 

| countermove, effect, feedback, reciprocation, 
rejoinder, reply, reprisal, response, retaliation, 

| retort, revenge, riposte. 


reactionary adjective tending to oppose (esp. 
political) change or reform. © noun (plural -ies) 
reactionary person. 

m adjective conservative, old-fashioned, 

traditionalist, unprogressive. © noun 

conservative, diehard, colloquial stick-in-the-mud, 

traditionalist. 


reactivate /rr'ektrveit/ verb (-ting) restore to 
state of activity. o reactivation noun. 


reactive /ri'ekttv/ adjective 1 showing reac- 
tion. 2 reacting rather than taking initiative. 3 
susceptible to chemical reaction. 


reactor noun (in full nuclear reactor) device in 
which nuclear chain reaction is used to produce 
energy. 


read verb (past & past participle read /red/) 1 
reproduce (written or printed words) mentally 
or (often + aloud, out, off, etc.) vocally. 2 (be able 
to) convert (written or printed words or other 
symbols) into intended words or meaning. 3 
interpret. 4 (of meter) show (figure). 5 interpret 
state of (meter). 6 study (subject) at university. 7 
(as read /red/ adjective) versed in subject (esp. 
literature) by reading. 8 (of computer) copy or 
transfer (data). 9 hear and understand (over 
radio). 10 substitute (word etc.) for incorrect 
one. © noun 1 spell of reading. 2 colloquial book 
etc. as regards readability. o take as read treat 
(thing) as if it has been agreed. 

a verb 1 devour, dip into, glance at, look over, 

peruse, pore over, review, scan, skim, study. 2 

decipher, decode, interpret, make out, understand. 


readable adjective 1 able to be read. 2 inter- 
esting to read. o readability noun. 

n 1 clear, comprehensible, decipherable, distinct, 

easy, intelligible, legible, neat, plain, 

understandable. 2 absorbing, compulsive, 

engaging, enjoyable, entertaining, gripping, 

interesting, stimulating, well written. 


reader noun 1 person who reads. 2 book in- 
tended for reading practice. 3 device for produ- 
cing image that can be read from microfilm etc. 
4 (also Reader) university lecturer of highest 
grade below professor. 5 publisher’s employee 
who reports on submitted manuscripts. 6 prin- 
ter’s proof-corrector. 

readership noun 1 readers of a newspaper etc. 
2 (also Readership) position of Reader. 

readily adverb 1 without reluctance; willingly. 
2 easily. 

m 1 cheerfully, eagerly, freely, gladly, happily, 

promptly, quickly, ungrudgingly, unhesitatingly, 

voluntarily, willingly. 2 easily, effortlessly. 


readiness noun 1 prepared state. 2 will- 
ingness. 3 facility. 4 promptness in argument or 
action. 


reading noun 1 act of reading. 2 matter to be 


Matean 
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read. 3 literary knowledge. 4 e 
which something is read. 5 fence at 
recording instrument. 6 interpretation a a 
taken. 7 interpretation made (of music ae 
presentation of bill to legislature. sae 
ready /'redi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 wi 
tions complete. 2 in fit state. 3 wile ara 
income etc.) easily secured; at hand. § fit ee 
immediate use. 6 prompt, quick, enthusiastic. 7 
(+ to do) about to. 8 provided beforehand 
© adverb 1 (usually in combination) beforehand, 
2 in readiness. © noun slang 1 (the ready) ready 
money. 2 (readies) bank notes. © verb (-ies, 400) 
prepare. Cat the ready ready for action 
ready-made, ready-to-wear (esp. of clothes) 
made in standard size; not to measure. ready 
money cash, actual coin. ready reckoner book 
or table listing standard numerical calculations. 
adjective 1 colloquial all set, arranged, 
complete, done, finalized, finished, organized, 
prepared, primed, set, set up, waiting. 2 equipped, 
fit, colloquial psyched up, ripe, trained. 3 
agreeable, consenting, content, disposed, eager, 
game, glad, inclined, in the mood, keen, keyed up, 
minded, open, pleased, predisposed, colloquial 
raring to go, willing. 4 accessible, at hand, 
available, convenient, obtainable. 6 acute, adroit, 
alert, apt, immediate, prompt, quick, quick-witted, 
rapid, sharp, smart, speedy. 7 (ready fo) about to, 
close to, disputed liable to, likely to, on the point of, 
on the verge of, poised to. 


reagent /ri:'e1d3(a)nt/ noun substance used to 
produce chemical reaction. 
real adjective 1 actually existing or occurring. 2 
genuine. 3 appraised by purchasing power. 
oadverb Scottish & US colloquial really, very. 
u real ale beer regarded as brewed in traditional 
way. real estate property such as land and 
houses. real tennis original form of tennis 
played on indoor court. 
u adjective 1 actual, authentic, corporeal, 
existing, factual, genuine, material, natural, 
palpable, physical, tangible, visible. 2 f 
authenticated, bona fide, earnest, genuine, 
heartfelt, honest, legal, legitimate, official, 
positive, sincere, sound, true, truthful, unaffected, 
undoubted, unfeigned, unquestionable, valid, 
verifiable. 


realism noun 1 practice of regarding things in 
their true nature and dealing with them as they 
are. 2 fidelity to nature in representation. 
o realist noun. ate 
m 1 clear-sightedness, common sense, objectivity 
practicality, pragmatism. 2 authenticity, fidelity, 
naturalism, verisimilitude. 


realistic /ria'listrk/ adjective 1 regarding thine 
as they are. 2 facing facts; based on facts ares 
than ideals. 3 reasonable. o realistically 2r ke, 
m 41 authentic, convincing, faithful, graphie e 
natural, recognizable, representational, ld 
life, truthful, vivid. 2 businesslike, clea ' 
common-sense, down-to-earth, hare g 
colloquial hard-nosed, level-headed, log zeal 
matter-of-fact, no-nonsense, objective, Protional, 
pragmatic, rational, sensible, tough, une 
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unsentimental; (of plan etc.) feasible, Possible, 
practicable, viable, workable. 3 acceptable, 
adequate, fair, genuine, justifiable, moderate, 
reasonable. 


reality /rrzelitt/ noun (plural-ies) 1 what is real 
or existent or underlies appearances. 2 (+ of) 
real nature of. 3 real existence; being real. 4 like- 
ness to original. o in reality in fact. 

n 1 actuality, authenticity, certainty, fact, life, slang 

nitty-gritty, real life, the real world, truth, archaic 

verity. 


realize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 4 (often + 
that) be or become fully aware of. 2 understand 
clearly. 3 convert into actuality. 4 convert into 
money. 5 acquire (profit). 6 be sold for. o realiz- 
able adjective. realization noun. 

a 1, 2 accept, appreciate, apprehend, be aware of, 
become conscious of, colloquial catch on to, 
comprehend, conceive of, colloquial cotton on to, 
grasp, know, perceive, recognize, see, sense, 
colloquial twig, understand, wake up to. 3 
accomplish, achieve, bring about, complete, 
effect, effectuate, fulfil, implement, make a reality 
of, obtain, perform, put into effect. 5 bring in, clear, 
earn, fetch, make, net, obtain, produce. 


really /'riali/ adverb 1 in fact. 2 very. 3 I assure 
you. 4 expression of mild protest or surprise. 
realm /relm/ noun 1 formal kingdom. 2 domain. 
u 1 country, domain, empire, kingdom, monarchy, 
principality. 2 see SPHERE 3. 


realty /‘ri:altt/ noun real estate. 


ream noun 1 500 sheets of paper. 2 (in plural) 
large quantity of writing. 
reap verb 1 cut (grain etc.) as harvest. 2 receive 
as consequences of actions. o reaper noun. 
8 1 cut, garner, gather in, glean, harvest, mow. 2 
acquire, bring in, collect, get, obtain, receive, win. 


rear' noun 1 back part of anything. 2 space or 
Position at back. 3 colloquial buttocks. © adjec- 
tive at the back. o bring up the rear come last. 
rear admiral naval officer below vice admiral. 
Orearmost adjective. 

m noun 1 back, end, stern (of ship), tail-end. 3 see 

BUTTOCK. © adjective back, end, hind, hinder, 

hindmost, last, rearmost. 


rear’ verb 1 bring up and educate. 2 breed and 
care for. 3 cultivate. 4 (of horse etc.) raise itself 
on hind legs. 5 raise (one’s head). 6 build. 
@ 1-3 breed, bring up, care for, cultivate, educate, 
feed, look after, nurse, nurture, produce, raise, 
train. 5 elevate, hold up, lift, raise, uplift. 6 see BUILD 
verb 1 


rearguard noun troops detached to protect 
rear, esp. in retreat. orearguard action 1 
engagement undertaken by rearguard. 2 defen- 
sive stand or struggle, esp. when losing. 

rearm /ri:‘a:m/ verb arm again, esp. with 
Improved weapons. o rearmament noun. 

rearrange /ri:a'remd3/ verb (-ging) arrange in 
different way or order. 0 rearrangement noun. 


reality | rebel 


@ change, change round, regroup, reorder, 

reorganize, reshuffle, swap round, switch round, 
transpose. o rearrangement change, 
reorganization, reshuffle, transposition. 


rearward /‘riawad/ noun rear. © adjective to the 
rear. @adverb (also rearwards) towards the 
rear. 


reason /'ri:z(2)n/ noun 1 motive, cause, or justi- 
fication. 2 fact adduced or serving as this. 3 intel- 
lectual faculty by which conclusions are drawn. 
4sanity. 5 sense; sensible conduct. 6 moderation. 
© verb 1 form or try to reach conclusions by con- 
nected thought. 2 (+ with) use argument with 
person by way of persuasion. 3 (+ that) conclude 
or assert in argument. 4 (+ out) think out. 
o reasoning noun. 
a noun 1 aim, apology, argument, case, cause, 
defence, excuse, explanation, goal, grounds, 
incentive, intention, justification, motivation, 
motive, object, objective, occasion, point, pretext, 
purpose, rationale, spur, stimulus, vindication. 3 
brains, intellect, intelligence, judgement, logic, 
perspicacity, rationality, reasoning, thought. 4 
mind, rationality, saneness, sanity. 5 common 
sense, colloquial gumption, intelligence, 
colloquial nous, reasonableness, sense, 
understanding, wisdom, wit. © verb 1 cerebrate, 
intellectualize, literary ratiocinate, theorize, think, 
use one's head. 2 (reason with) argue with, debate 
with, discuss with, expostulate with, remonstrate 
with. 3 argue, assert, calculate, conclude, 
consider, deduce, estimate, figure out, 
hypothesize, infer, intellectualize, judge, resolve, 
theorize, work out. 4 (reason out) figure out, think 
out, work out. o reasoning analysis, argument, 
cerebration, deduction, line of thought, logic, 
proof, rationalization, theorizing, thinking. 


reasonable adjective 1 having sound judge- 
ment; moderate; ready to listen to reason; sens- 
ible. 2 sound; based on reason. 3 inexpensive. 4 
tolerable. o reasonableness noun. reasonably 
adverb. 
u 1 calm, helpful, honest, intelligent, moderate, 
rational, realistic, sane, sensible, sincere, sober, 
thinking, thoughtful, unemotional, wise. 2 
arguable, believable, credible, defensible, 
justifiable, logical, plausible, practical, reasoned, 
sound, tenable, viable, well thought out. 3 cheap, 
competitive, inexpensive, moderate. 4 acceptable, 
appropriate, average, fair, ordinary, proper, right, 
suitable, tolerable, unexceptionable. 


reassure /ri:ə'fuə/ verb (-ring) 1 restore con- 
fidence to. 2 confirm in opinion etc. O reassur- 
ance moun. reassuring adjective. 

u 1 assure, bolster, buoy up, calm, cheer, comfort, 

encourage, hearten, set (person's) mind at rest, 

support, uplift. 0 reassuring see SOOTHING, 

SUPPORTIVE. 


rebate’ /'ri:bert/ noun 1 partial refund. 2 deduc- 
tion from sum to be paid; discount. 
rebate? /'ri:bert/ noun & verb (-ting) rabbet. 


rebel noun /‘reb(s)l/ 1 person who fights against, 
resists, or refuses allegiance to, established gov- 


rebellion | receive 


ernment. 2 person etc. who resists authority or 
control. © adjective /'reb(a)l/ rebellious. © verb 
/rrbel/ (-Il-) (usually + against) 1 act as rebel. 2 
feel or show repugnance. 

a noun anarchist, apostate, dissenter, freedom 
fighter, heretic, iconoclast, insurgent, malcontent, 
maverick, mutineer, nonconformist, recusant, 

| resistance fighter, revolutionary, schismatic. 

| @ adjective see REBELLIOUS. © verb 1 disobey, 

| dissent, fight, kick over the traces, mutiny, revolt, 

| rise up, run riot, take a stand; (rebel against) see 

| DEFY 1. 


rebellion /rrbeljən/ moun open resistance to 
authority, esp. organized armed resistance to 
established government. 
u defiance, disobedience, insubordination, 
insurgency, insurrection, mutiny, rebelliousness, 
resistance, revolt, revolution, rising, schism, 


| sedition, uprising. 


rebellious /ri'beljas/ adjective 1 disposed to 
rebel. 2 in rebellion. 3 unmanageable. o rebelli- 
ously adverb. rebelliousness noun. 
n slang bolshie, defiant, difficult, disaffected, 
disloyal, disobedient, incorrigible, insubordinate, 
insurgent, intractable, malcontent, mutinous, 
obstinate, quarrelsome, rebel, recalcitrant, 


refractory, resistant, revolutionary, seditious, 
uncontrollable, ungovernable, unmanageable, 
unruly, wild. 


rebirth /'ri:b3:0/ noun 1 new birth or beginning. 
2 revival. 


m reawakening, regeneration, renaissance, 
renewal, resurgence, resurrection, return, revival. 


rebound verb /ri'baund/ 1 spring back after 
impact. 2 (+ upon) have adverse effect on (doer). 
@noun |'ri:baund/ 1 rebounding; recoil. 2 reac- 
tion. oon the rebound while still recovering 
from emotional shock, esp. rejection by lover. 


m verb 1 bounce, recoil, ricochet, spring back. 2 
(rebound upon) backfire on, recoil on. 


rebuff /ri'baf/ noun rejection of person who 
makes advances, offers help, etc.; snub. © verb 
give rebuff to. 

m noun brush-off, check, discouragement, 

refusal, rejection, slight, snub. © verb 

cold-shoulder, decline, discourage, refuse, reject, 

repulse, slight, snub, spurn, turn down. 


rebuild /ri:'bild/ verb (past & past participle 
-built /-bilt/) build again. PeR 


u reassemble, reconstruct, recreate, redevelop, 
refashion, regenerate, remake, restore. 


rebuke /rrbju:k/ verb (-king) express sharp dis- 
approval to (person) for fault; censure. © noun 
rebuking, being rebuked. 

m verb admonish, castigate, censure, archaic 

chide, formal reprehend, reprimand, reproach, 

formal reprove, scold, upbraid. 


rebus [ri:bas/ noun (plural rebuses) repre- 
sentation of word (esp. name) by pictures etc. 
suggesting its parts. 


“= 
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rebut /ri'bat/ verb (-tt-) 1 refute, disprove, 2force 


back. o rebuttal noun. 


recalcitrant /rrkelsitrant/ adjecti 5 
ately disobedient. 2 objecting ai 
o recalcitrance noun. aint. 


recall /rr'ko:1/ verb 1 summon to 
collect, remember; bring back to tet z E 
voke, annul. 4 revive, resuscitate, © noun falsy 
['ri:ka:1/) 1 summons to come back. 2 act of 
remembering. 3 ability to remember. 4 Possibil. 
ity of recalling. í 


a verb 1 bring back, call in, summon, withdraw, 2 
see REMEMBER 2. z 


recant /ri'keent/ verb withdraw and renounce 
(belief or statement) as erroneous or heretical, 
o recantation /ri:keen'terf(a)n/ noun. : 

recap /'ri:kep/ colloquial verb (-pp-) recapitu- 
late. © noun recapitulation. 

recapitulate /ri:ke'pitjolert/ verb (-ting) sum- 
marize; restate briefly. o recapitulation noun. 

recast /ri:'ka:st/ verb (past & past participle 
recast) 1 cast again. 2 put into new form. 3 
improve arrangement of. © noun 1 recasting. 2 
recast form. 


recce /'rekt/ colloquial noun reconnaissance. 
© verb (recced, recceing) reconnoitre. 


recede /r1'si:d/ verb (-ding) 1 go or shrink back. 
2 be left at an increasing distance. 3 slope back- 
wards. 4 decline in force or value. 

u 1 ebb, fall back, go back, regress, retire, retreat, 

return, shrink back, sink, subside, withdraw. 4 

abate, decline, dwindle, fade, lessen, sink, slacken, 

subside, wane. 


receipt /ri'si:t/ noun 1 receiving, being re- 
ceived. 2 written or printed acknowledgement of 
payment received. 3 (usually in plural) amount 
of money received. overb place written or 
printed receipt on (bill). o in receipt of having 
received. 

a noun 1 acceptance, delivery, reception. 2 

acknowledgement, proof of purchase, sales slip, 

ticket. 3 (receipts) gains, gate, income, proceeds, 

profits, return, takings. 


receive /rr'si:v/ verb (-ving) 1 take or accept 
(thing offered, sent, or given). 2 acquire. 3 have 
conferred, inflicted, etc. on one. 4 react to er 
etc.) in particular way. 5 stand force or welg! 
of. 6 consent to hear or consider. 7 admit; onian 
tain as guest. 8 greet, welcome. 9 be able to ho! ; 
40 convert (broadcast signals) into sound x 
pictures. 11 (as received adjective) accept! bet 
authoritative or true. a Received Pronun rs 
ation standard pronunciation of English 
Britain (see panel at ACCENT). 


collect, come by, come into, danw, earn, 
ross, inherit, make, net, obtain, 
Ponoi be awarded, collect, gain, win; (receive at 
injury) bear, be subjected to, endure, exp 
meet with, suffer, sustain, undergo. 7, 8 e 
accommodate, admit, entertain, greet, letin, 
show in, welcome. 
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receiver noun 1 part of telephone containing 
earpiece. 2 (in full official receiver) person 
appointed to administer property of bankrupt 
person etc. or property under litigation. 3 radio 
or television receiving apparatus. 4 person who 
receives stolen goods. 

receivership noun cin receivership being 
dealt with by receiver. 


recent /'ri:s(a)nt/ adjective 1 not long past; that 
happened or existed lately. 2 not long estab- 
lished; modern. o recently adverb. 


u 2 brand new, contemporary, current, fresh, just 
out, (the) latest, modern, new, novel, present-day, 
up to date. 


receptacle /rr'septak(a)l/ noun object or space 
used to contain something. 

reception /ri'sep{(a)n/ noun 1 receiving, being 
received. 2 way in which person or thing is 
received. 3 social occasion for receiving guests, 
esp. after wedding. 4 place where visitors regis- 
ter on arriving at hotel, office, etc. 5 (quality of) 
receiving of broadcast signals. u reception 
room room for receiving guests, clients, etc. 


| a 2greeting, response, welcome. 3 see PARTY 1. 


receptionist noun person employed to receive 
guests, clients, etc. 

receptive /ri'septiv/ adjective able or quick to 
receive ideas etc. o receptively adverb. recep- 
tiveness noun. receptivity /ri:sep'trv-/ noun. 

m amenable, flexible, interested, open, 

open-minded, responsive, susceptible, 

sympathetic, tractable, welcoming, well disposed. 


recess /ri'ses/ noun 1 space set back in wall. 2 
(often in plural) remote or secret place. 3 tempor- 
ary cessation from work, esp. of Parliament. 
@ verb 1 make recess in. 2 place in recess. 3 US 
take recess; adjourn. 

m noun 1 alcove, apse, bay, cavity, corner, cranny, 
hollow, indentation, niche, nook. 3 adjournment, 
break, colloquial breather, breathing-space, 
interlude, intermission, interval, respite, rest, time 
off. 


recession /ri'seJ(a)n/ noun 1 temporary 
decline in economic activity or prosperity. 2 
receding, withdrawal. 


| @ 1 decline, depression, downturn, slump. 


recessive /ri'sesiv/ adjective 1 tending to 
recede. 2 (of inherited characteristic) appearing 
in offspring only when not masked by inherited 
dominant characteristic. 

recherché /rə'feəfer/ adjective 1 carefully 
sought out. 2 far-fetched. 

recidivist /ri'sidivist/ noun person who re- 
lapses into crime. n recidivism noun. 

recipe /‘resip1/ noun 1 statement of ingredients 
and procedure for preparing dish etc. 2 (+ for) 
certain means to. 


m 1 directions, formula, instructions, method, 
Procedure. 2 formula, prescription. 


recipient /ri'srprant/ moun person who receives 
something. 


receiver | reckoning 


reciprocal /ri‘siprak(a)l/ adjective 1 in return. 
2 mutual. 3 inversely corresponding. 4 
Grammar expressing mutual relation. e noun 
Mathematics function or expression so related to 
another that their product is unity. o recipro- 
cally adverb. 
u adjective 2 exchanged, mutual, reciprocated, 
requited, returned. 3 complementary, 
corresponding. 


reciprocate /ri'siprakeit/ verb (ting) 1 re- 
quite, return. 2 (+ with) give in return. 3 inter- 
change. 4 (of machine part) move backwards and 
forwards. o reciprocation noun. 
a 2 (reciprocate with) give in return, match with, 
repay with, respond with. 3 exchange, interchange, 
swap. 


reciprocity /resr'prositi/ noun 1 condition of 
peng reciprocal. 2 mutual action. 3 give and 
e. 


recital /ri'sait(e)l/ noun 4 reciting, being 
recited. 2 concert of classical music by soloist or 
small group. 3 (+ of) detailed account of (facts 
etc.); narrative. 
u 1 narration, recitation, rehearsal, repetition. 2 
concert, performance, programme. 3 account; 
description, narration, narrative, recounting, 
relation. 


recitation /resi'tei{(e)n/ noun 1 reciting. 2 
piece recited. 

m 1 declaiming, declamation, delivery, narration, 

performance, presentation, reading, recital, 

rendition, speaking, telling. 2 monologue, 

narration, piece, reading. 


recitative /resita'ti:v/ noun passage of singing 
in speech rhythm, esp. in narrative or dialogue 
section of opera or oratorio. 

recite /ri'satt/ verb (-ting) 1 repeat aloud or 
declaim from memory. 2 enumerate. 

u 1 articulate, declaim, deliver, narrate, perform, 

present, quote, rattle off, recount, reel off, 

rehearse, relate, repeat, speak, tell. 


reckless /‘reklis/ adjective disregarding con- 
sequences or danger etc. arecklessly adverb. 
recklessness noun. 
a brash, careless, crazy, daredevil, desperate, 
devil-may-care, foolhardy, hare-brained, colloquial 
harum-scarum, hasty, heedless, impetuous, 
imprudent, impulsive, inattentive, incautious, 
indiscreet, injudicious, irresponsible, mad, 
madcap, negligent, rash, thoughtless, 
unconsidered, unwise, wild. 


reckon /‘rekan/ verb 1 (often + that) think, con- 
sider. 2 count or compute by calculation. 3 (+ on) 
rely or base plans on. 4 (+ with, without) take (or 
fail to take) into account. 
n 1 see THINK Verb 1. 2 add up, appraise, assess, 
calculate, compute, count, enumerate, estimate, 
evaluate, figure out, gauge, tally, total, value, work 
out. 


reckoning noun 1 calculating. 2 opinion. 3 set- 
tlement of account. 


reclaim | record 


reclaim /rrklem/ verb 1 seek return of (one’s 
property etc.). 2 bring (and) under cultivation 
from sea etc. 3 win back from vice, error, or waste 
condition. o reclaimable adjective. reclamation 
/rekla-/ noun. 
m 1 get back, recapture, recover, redeem, regain. 3 
redeem, reform, regenerate, reinstate, rescue, 
| restore, salvage, save. 


recline /rrklam/ verb (-ning) assume or be in 
horizontal or leaning position. 


m lean back, lie, loll, lounge, repose, rest, sprawl, 
stretch out. 


recluse /rrklu:s/ noun person given to or living 
in seclusion. o reclusive adjective. 
| a anchoress, anchorite, hermit, loner, solitary. 


recognition /rekag'n1J(a)n/ noun recognizing, 
being recognized. 

recognizance /rrkognız(ə)ns/ noun Law 1 
bond by which person undertakes to observe 
some condition. 2 sum pledged as surety for this. 


recognize /‘rekagnaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 identify as already known. 2 realize or 
discover nature of. 3 (+ that) realize or admit. 
4 acknowledge existence, validity, character, or 
claims of. 5 show appreciation of; reward. 
o recognizable adjective. 
a 1 detect, diagnose, discern, distinguish, identify, 
know, name, notice, perceive, pick out, place, put 
aname to, recall, recollect, remember, see, 
colloquial spot. 2, 3 accept, acknowledge, admit, 
appreciate, be aware of, concede, confess, grant, 
realize, understand. 4 acknowledge, approve, 
back, endorse, legitimize, ratify, sanction, support, 
validate. 5 acknowledge, honour, pay tribute to, 
reward, salute. o recognizable detectable, 
distinctive, distinguishable, identifiable, known, 
noticeable, perceptible, undisguised, 
unmistakable, visible. 


recoil verb /ri'koil/ 1 jerk or spring back in 
horror, disgust, or fear. 2 shrink mentally in this 
way. 3 rebound. 4 (of gun) be driven backwards 
by discharge. @ noun /'ri:koul/ act or sensation of 
recoiling. 
u verb 1,2 blench, draw back, falter, flinch, jerk 
back, jump, quail, shrink, shy away, start, wince. 3 
See REBOUND Verb 1. 


recollect /reka'lekt/ verb remember; call to 
mind. 


| u recall, remember, reminisce about, think back 
to. ; 


recollection /rekə'lekf(ə)n/ noun 1 act or 
power of recollecting. 2 thing recollected. 3 
person’s memory. 4 time over which it extends. 


recommend /rekə'mend/ verb 1 suggest as fit 
for purpose or use; praise. 2 advise (course of 
action etc.). 3 (of qualities etc.) make acceptable 
or desirable. 4 (+ to) commend or entrust to. 
G recommendation noun. 
u 1 applaud, approve of, back, commend, favour, 
colloquial plug, praise, push, putin a good word 
for, speak well of, support, vouch for. 2 advise, 
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advocate, counsel, exhort, Prescribe, 
forward, Suggest, urge. o recommendation” ee 
advice, advocacy, approbation, approval backi 
commendation, counsel, reference, sealof 9 
approval, support, testimonial. 


recompense /'rekəmpens/ verb (-si 

amends to; compensate. nn ay ltak 
© noun 1 reward. 2 compensation; retribution. 
reconcile /'rekənsal/ verb (-lin i 
friendly again after Se ae 
reconcile oneself or in passive; + to) make 
resigned to. 3 settle (quarrel etc.). 4 harmonize: 
make compatible. 5 show compatibility of 
Oreconcilable /-'satl-/ adjective. Teconciler 
noun. reconciliation /-silr'e1f(9)n-/ noun. 

m 1 bring together, conciliate, placate, reunite, 
Settle differences between. 2 (be reconciled to) 
accept, adjust to, resign oneself to, submitto, 


recondite /'rekəndart/ adjective abstruse; 
obscure. 


recondition /ri:kən'dıf(ə)n/ verb 1 overhaul, 
renovate. 2 make usable again. 


m make good, overhaul, rebuild, renew, renovate, 
repair, restore. 


reconnaissance /ri'konis(a)ns/ noun 1 
survey of region to locate enemy or ascertain 
strategic features. 2 preliminary survey. 

@ examination, exploration, inspection, 

investigation, observation, colloquial recce, 

reconnoitring, scouting, spying, survey. 


reconnoitre /reka‘noita/ verb (US recon- 
noiter) (-ring) make reconnaissance (of). 

u slang case, colloquial check out, examine, 

explore, gather intelligence (about), inspect, 

investigate, patrol, scout, scrutinize, spy, survey, 

Slang suss out. 


reconsider /ri:kan'side/ verb consider again, 
esp. for possible change of decision. 


m change one's mind, come round, reappraise, 
reassess, re-examine, rethink, review one's 
position, think better of. 


reconstitute /riskonstrtju:t/ verb (ting) i 
reconstruct. 2 reorganize. 3 rehydrate (dri 
food etc.). o reconstitution /-'tju:s(e)n/ noun. 


reconstruct /ri:kən'strakt/ verb 1 build again. 
2form impression of (past events) by assembling 
evidence. 3 re-enact (crime). 4 reorganize. 
o reconstruction noun. 


l m 1 see REBUILD. 3 act out, recreate, rerun. 


reksi i etc. constitut- 
record noun /‘rekoid/ 1 evidence “to, 2docll 


ingaccount ofoccurrence, statement, 

stot etc. preserving this. 3 (in full gramophone 
record) disccarrying recorded soundin fa ie 
for reproduction by record player. 4 fact fet 
about person's past, esp. criminal conv: e vent of 
best performance or most remarkable ev other 
its kind. @ verb /rr'ko:d/ 1 put in WHILE, avert 
permanent form for later atte Ter repro 
(sound etc.) into permanent form for! al See 
duction. o have a record have crimin 
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tion. off the record unofficially; confidentially. 
on record officially recorded: publicly known. 
recorded delivery Post Office service in which 
dispatch and receipt are recorded. record player 
apparatus for reproducing sounds from gramo- 
phone records. 

ua noun 1, 2 account, annals, archives, catalogue, 
chronicle, diary, documentation, dossier, file, 
journal, log, memorandum, minutes, narrative, 
note, register, report, transactions. © verb 1 
chronicle, document, enter, inscribe, list, log, 
minute, note, put down, register, set down, take 
down, transcribe, write down. 2 keep, preserve, 
tape, tape-record, video. o record player 
gramophone, phonograph, turntable, 


recorder /rr'ko:da/ noun 1 apparatus for record- 
ing. 2 woodwind musical instrument. 3 (also 
Recorder) barrister or solicitor serving as 
part-time judge. 

recording /ri'ko:dig/ noun 1 process of record- 
ing sound etc. for later reproduction. 2 material 
or programme recorded. 

n 2 performance, release. 


recordist /rr'ko:dist/ noun person who records 
sound. 

recount /rr'kaunt/ verb narrate; tell in detail. 

m communicate, describe, detail, impart, narrate, 

recite, relate, report, tell, unfold. 


re-count verb /ri:'kaunt/ count again. © noun 
/'ri:kaunt/ re-counting, esp. of votes. 


recoup /rr'ku:p/ verb 1 recover or regain (loss). 
2 compensate or reimburse for loss. 


recourse /rr'ko:s/ noun 1 resort to possible 
source of help. 2 person or thing resorted to. 


recover /ri'kava/ verb 1 regain possession, use, 
or control of. 2 return to health, consciousness, 
or normal state or position. 3 secure by legal 
process. 4 make up for; retrieve. o recoverable 
adjective. 
1 find, get back, recapture, reclaim, recoup, 
regain, repossess, restore, retrieve, salvage, 
trace, track down, win back. 2 be onthe mend, 
come round, convalesce, get better, heal, improve, 
mend, pull round, pull through, rally, recuperate, 
regain one's strength, revive, survive, take a turn 
for the better. 4 get compensation for, make good, 
make up for, redeem, retrieve. 


re-cover /ri:'kavə/ verb 1 cover again. 2 provide 
(chairs etc.) with new cover. 


recovery noun (plural -ies) recovering, being 
recovered. : 

m advance, cure, deliverance, healing, 

improvement, Progress, rally, recapture, 

reclamation, recuperation, repossession, 

restoration, retrieval, revival, salvage, salvaging, 

upturn. 


recreant /‘rekriant/ literary adjective cowardly. 
@ noun coward. 


re-create /ri:krreit/ verb (-ting) 1 create anew. 
2 reproduce. o re-creation noun. 


recreation /rekrrerf(o)n/ noun 1 (means of) 


recorder | recuperate 


entertaining oneself. 2 pleasurable activity. 
O recreation ground public land for sports etc. 
Orecreational adjective. 

m amusement, distraction, diversion, enjoyment, 
entertainment, fun, games, hobby, leisure, 
pastime, play, pleasure, relaxation, sport. 


recriminate /crkrummeit/ verb (-ting) make 

mutual or counter accusations. o recrimination 
noun. recriminatory /-nat(9)r1/ adjective. 

a o recrimination accusation, slang comeback, 
counter-attack, reprisal, retaliation, retort. 


recrudesce /ri:kru:‘des/ verb (cing) formal (of 
disease, problem, etc.) break out again. o recru- 
descence noun. recrudescent adjective. 


recruit /rrkru:t/ noun 1 newly enlisted service- 
man or servicewoman. 2 new member of a 
society etc. © verb 1 enlist (person) as recruit. 2 
form (army etc.) by enlisting recruits. 3 replen- 
ish, reinvigorate. o recruitment noun. 
@ noun 1 conscript, trainee. 2 apprentice, 
beginner, greenhorn, initiate, learner, neophyte, 
new boy, new girl, novice, tiro, trainee. @ verb 1 
advertise for, conscript, draft, engage, enlist, 
enrol, register, sign on, sign up, take on. 2 
assemble, mobilize, muster, raise. 


rectal /'rekt(ə)l/ adjective of or by means of 
rectum. 


rectangle /‘rektzyg(a)l/ noun plane figure 
with 4 straight sides and 4 right angles. o rect- 
angular /-'tæņgjulə/ adjective. 

rectify /‘rektifai/ verb (-ies, -ied) 4 adjust or 
make right. 2 purify, esp. by repeated distilla- 
tion. 3 convert (alternating current) to direct 
current. crectifiable adjective. rectification 
/-fi'kerS(e)n/ noun. 


m 1 amend, correct, cure, fix, make good, put right, 
repair, revise. 


rectilinear /rektr'lmra/ adjective 1 bounded or 
characterized by straight lines. 2 in or forming 
Straight line. 

rectitude /‘rektitju:d/ noun moral uprightness. 


recto /‘rektau/ noun (plural -s) 1 right-hand 
page of open book. 2 front of printed leaf. 

rector /‘rekta/ noun 1 incumbent of C. of E. 
parish where in former times all tithes passed to 
incumbent. 2 head priest of church or religious 
institution, 3 head of university or college. 
Orectorship noun. 

rectory noun (plural -ies) rector’s house. 


rectum /'rektam/ noun (plural -s) final section 
of large intestine. 

recumbent /rrkambant/ adjective lying down; 
reclining. 


| u flat, flat on one’s back, horizontal, lying down, 
prone, reclining, stretched out, supine. 


recuperate /ri'ku:pareit/ verb (-ting) 1 recover 
from illness, exhaustion, loss, etc. 2 regain 
(health, loss, etc.). ū recuperation moun. recu- 
perative /-rattv/ adjective. 


recur | reduce 


| m 1 convalesce, get better, heal, improve, mend, 
| rally, recover, regain strength, revive. 


recur jrr'ks:/ verb (-rr-) 1 occur again or repeat- 
edly. 2 (+ to) go back to in thought or speech. 3 
(asrecurring adjective) (ofdecimal fraction) with 
same figure(s) repeated indefinitely. 


a 1 be repeated, come back again, happen again, 
| persist, reappear, repeat, return. 


recurrent /ri'karant/ adjective recurring. 
o recurrence noun. 

m cyclical, frequent, intermittent, iterative, 

periodic, persistent, recurring, regular, repeated, 

repetitive, returning. 


recusant /‘rekjuz(a)nt/ moun 1 person refusing 
submission or compliance. 2 esp. historical one 
who refused to attend services of the Church of 
England. o recusancy noun. 


recycle /ri:'satk(a)l/ verb (-ling) convert (waste) 
to reusable material. o recyclable adjective. - 


| m reclaim, recover, retrieve, reuse, salvage, use 
again. 


red adjective (-dd-) 1 of colour from that of blood 
to deep pink or orange. 2 flushed. 3 bloodshot. 
4 (of hair) reddish-brown. 5 having to do with 
bloodshed, burning, violence, or revolution. 6 
colloquial communist. @noun 1 red colour, 
paint, clothes, etc. 2 colloquial communist. o in 
the red in debt or deficit. red admiral butterfly 
with red bands. red-blooded virile, vigorous. 
redbrick (of university) founded in the 19th or 
early 20th c. red card Football card shown by 
referee to player being sent off. red carpet privil- 
eged treatment of eminent visitor. redcoat his- 
torical British soldier. Red Crescent equivalent 
of Red Cross in Muslim countries. Red Cross 
international relief organization. redcurrant 1 
small red edible berry. 2 shrub bearing it. 
red-faced embarrassed, ashamed. red flag 1 
symbol of revolution. 2 danger signal. red- 
handed in act of crime. redhead person with 
red hair. red herring irrelevant diversion. 
red-hot 1 heated until red. 2 colloquial highly 
exciting or excited. 3 colloquial (of news) com- 
pletely new. red lead red oxide of lead as 
Pigment. red-letter day joyfully noteworthy or 
memorable day. red light 1 stop signal. 2 
warning. red meat meat that is red when raw 
(e.g. beef). red neck conservative working-class 
white in southern US. red pepper 1 cayenne 
pepper. 2 red fruit of capsicum. red rag thing 
that excites rage. redshank sandpiper with 
bright red legs. red shift displacement of spec- 
trum to longer wavelengths in light from reced- 
ing galaxies. redstart red-tailed songbird. red 
tape excessive bureaucracy or formality. red- 
wing thrush with red underwings. redwood 
tree with red wood. o reddish adjective. redness 
noun. 
m adjective 1 blood-red, brick-red, cardinal, 
carmine, cerise, cherry, crimson, damask, 
flame-coloured, magenta, maroon, rose, ruby, 
scarlet, Titian, vermilion, wine-coloured. 2 
blushing, embarrassed, florid, flushed, glowing, 
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rosy, rubicund, ruddy. 4 auburn, ca 
flame-coloured, foxy, orange, russel oma 
herring see DECOY. 


redden verb make or become red; blush. 
m blush, colour, flush, glow. i 


redeem /rr'di:m/ verb 1 buy back; 
expenditure of effort. 2 make single pcs 
cancel (regular charge etc.). 3 convert (tokens or 
bonds) into goods or cash. 4 deliver from sin and 
damnation. 5 (often as redeeming adjective) 
make amends or compensate for. 6 (redeem 
oneself) make up for former fault. 7 buy freedom 
of. 8 save, rescue, reclaim. 9 fulfil (promise), 
a redeemable adjective. j 
m 1 buy back, reclaim, recover, repurchase, win 
back. 3 cash in, exchange for cash, trade in. 6 
(redeem oneself) see ATONE. 7, 8 see LIBERATE 1, 


redeemer noun one who redeems. othe Re- 
deemer Christ. 
redemption /ri'demp(e)n/ noun redeeming, 
being redeemed. 
redeploy /ri:di'plor/ verb send (troops, workers, 
etc.) to new place or task. o redeployment noun, 
rediffusion /ri:drfju:3(2)n/ noun relaying of 
broadcast programmes, esp. by cable from 
central receiver. 
redolent /'redalant/ adjective 1 (+ of, with) 
strongly suggestive of. 2 strongly smelling. 
o redolence noun. 


| @ 1 (redolent of ) reminiscent of, suggestive of. 2 
aromatic, fragrant, perfumed, scented, smelling. 
redouble /ri:'dab(s)l/ verb (-ling) 1 make or 
grow greater or more intense or numerous. 2 
double again. 
redoubt /ri'daut/ noun Military outwork or 
fieldwork without flanking defences. 5 
redoubtable /rrdavtəb(ə)l/ adjective formid- 
able. 
redound /rr'davnd/ verb 1 (+ to) make great con- 
tribution to (one’s advantage etc.). 2 (+ upon, on) 
come back or recoil upon. i 
redress /rr'dres/ verb remedy; put right again. 
© noun 1 reparation. 2 (+ of) redressing of. 
reduce /rr'dju:s/ verb (-cing) 1 make or become 
smaller or less. 2 (+ to) bring by force or necessi 
to. 3 convert to another (esp. simpler) form. 
bring lower in status, rank, or price. 5 lessen 
one’s weight or size. 6 make (sauce etc.) morg 
concentrated by boiling. 7 weaken. 8 impo 
erish. 9 subdue. oreduced iciroista 
poverty after relative prosperity. reduc! 
adjective. Pact 
m 1 abbreviate, abridge, clip, compress, COn Tire, 
curtail, cut, cut back, cut down, decimate, dec k 
decrease, detract from, devalue, diminish, na i 
(wages), dwindle, ease up on, halve, lossen Eran 
lower, minimize, moderate, narrow, prune, $ 
shrink, slash, slim down, tone down, trim, att 
truncate, whittle. 3 break down, break up, ea mbl a 
simplify. 4 degrade, demote, downgrade, h 
lower, move down, put down. 6 concentra! E 
condense, thicken. 7 see WEAKEN (WEAK). 
impoverish, ruin. 
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reduction /ri'dakJ(2)n/ noun 1 reducing, being 

reduced. 2 amount by which prices etc. are 

reduced. 3 smaller copy of picture etc. o reduc- 

tive adjective. 
n 1 contraction, curtailment, cutback, 
deceleration (of speed), decimation, decline, 
decrease, diminution, drop, impairment, 
lessening, limitation, loss, moderation, narrowing, 
remission, shortening, shrinkage, weakening, 2 
concession, cut, depreciation, devaluation, 
discount, rebate, refund. 


redundant /rr'dand(a)nt/ adjective 1 superflu- 

ous. 2 that can be omitted without loss of signi- 

ficance. 3 no longer needed at work and therefore 

unemployed. o redundancy noun (plural -ies). 
n 1, 2 excessive, inessential, non-essential, 
superfluous, supernumerary, surplus, 
unnecessary, unneeded, unwanted. 3 see 
UNEMPLOYED 1. 


reduplicate /ri‘dju:plikert/ verb (-ting) 1 make 
double. 2 repeat. o reduplication noun. 

re-echo /ri:'ekau/ verb (-es, -ed) echo repeat- 
edly; resound. 


reed noun 1 firm-stemmed water or marsh plant. 
2 tall straight stalk of this. 3 vibrating part of 
some wind instruments. o reedy adjective (-ier, 
-iest). 


reef’ noun 1 ridge of rock or coral etc. at or near 
surface of sea. 2 lode of ore. 3 bedrock sur- 
rounding this. 


reef? noun each of several strips across sail, for 
taking it in etc. © verb take in reef(s) of (sail). 
O reef-knot symmetrical double knot. 


reefer noun 1 slang marijuana cigarette. 2 thick 
double-breasted jacket. 


reek verb 1 (often + of) smell unpleasantly. 2 
have suspicious associations. © noun 1 foul or 
stale smell. 2 esp. Scottish smoke. 3 vapour; 
exhalation. 


u noun 1 archaic miasma, colloquial pong, smell, 
stench, stink. 


reel noun 1 cylindrical device on which thread, 
paper, film, wire, etc. are wound. 2 device for 
winding and unwinding line as required, esp. in 
fishing. 3 lively folk or Scottish dance. 4 music 
for this. © verb 1 wind on reel. 2 (+ in, up) draw 
in or up with reel. 3 stand, walk, etc. unsteadily. 
4 be shaken physically or mentally. 5 dance reel. 
Creel off recite rapidly and without apparent 
effort. 
@ noun 1 bobbin, spool. © verb 3 falter, lurch, 
Pitch, rock, roll, stagger, stumble, sway, totter, 
waver, wobble. 4 spin, swim, whirl. o reel off see 
RECITE 1. 


re-entrant /ri:'entrant/ adjective (of angle) 
pointing inwards. 

re-entry /ri:entri/ noun (plural -ies) act of 
entering again, esp. (of spacecraft etc.) of 
re-entering earth’s atmosphere. 

reeve noun historical 1 chief magistrate of town 


or district. 2 official supervising landowner’s 
estate. 


reduction | refinement 


ref noun colloquial referee. 
ref? noun colloquial reference. 


refectory [erfektart/ noun (plural -ies) 
dining-room, esp. in monastery or college. 
Orefectory table long narrow table. 


refer /ri'fs:/ verb (-rr-) (usually + fo) 1 have 
recourse to (some authority or source of 
information). 2 send on or direct. 3 make allu- 
sion or be relevant. o referred pain pain felt in 
part of body other than actual source. o refer- 
able adjective. 
8 (refer to) 1 consult, goto, look at, resort to, study, 
turn to. 2 direct to, guide to, hand over to, pass on 
to, recommend to, send to. 3 allude to, bring up, 
cite, comment on, draw attention to, make 
reference to, mention, name, pointto, quote, speak 
of, specify, touch on. 


referee /refo'ri:/ noun 1 umpire, esp. in football 
or boxing. 2 person referred to for decision in 
dispute etc. 3 person willing to testify to char- 
acter of applicant for employment etc. © verb 
(-rees, -reed) act as referee (for). 

m noun 1, 2 adjudicator, arbiter, arbitrator, judge, 

mediator, umpire, 


reference /‘referens/ noun 1 referring to some 
authority. 2 scope given to such authority. 3 (+ 
to) relation, respect, or allusion to. 4 direction 
to page, book, etc. for information. 5 passage or 
book cited. 6 written testimonial. 7 person giving 
it. o reference book book for occasional con- 
sultation. with reference to regarding; about. 
o referential /-'ren-/ adjective. 
a 1 referral. 3 allusion, intimation, mention, 
remark. 4, 5 citation, example, illustration, 
instance, note, quotation. 6 endorsement, 
recommendation, testimonial. 7 referee. u with 
reference to see REGARDING. 


referendum /refo'rendam/ noun (plural -s or 
-da) vote on political question open to entire 
electorate. 


referral /rr'fs:r(ə)l/ noun referring of person to 
medical specialist etc. 

refill verb /ri:'fil/ fill again. @ noun /'ri:fil/ 1 thing 
that refills. 2 act of refilling. u refillable adjec- 
tive. 


l m verb fill up, refuel, renew, replenish, top up. 


refine /rr'fam/ verb (-ning) 1 free from impuri- 
ties or defects. 2 (esp. as refined adjective) make 
or become more elegant or cultured. 3 (esp. as 
refined adjective) make or become more subtle. 
m 1 clarify, cleanse, clear, decontaminate, distil, 
process, purify, treat. 2 civilize, cultivate, improve, 
perfect, polish; (refined) aristocratic, civilized, 
courteous, courtly, cultivated, cultured, dignified, 
educated, elegant, genteel, gentlemanly, gracious, 
ladylike, polished, polite, colloquial posh, 
pretentious, prissy, sophisticated, stylish, tasteful, 
colloquial upper-crust, urbane, well bred, well 
brought up. 3 (refined) delicate, elegant, 
fastidious, nice, precise, sensitive, sophisticated, 
subtle. 


refinement noun 1 refining, being refined. 2 


refiner | refractory 


fineness of feeling or taste; elegance. 3 added 
development or improvement. 4 subtle reason- 
ing. 5 fine distinction. 

m 2 breeding, colloquial class, courtesy, 
cultivation, delicacy, discernment, discrimination, 
elegance, finesse, gentility, graciousness, polish, 
pretentiousness, sensitivity, sophistication, style, 
taste, urbanity. 3 alteration, change, development, 
enhancement, improvement, modification, 
perfection. 5 distinction, nicety, nuance, subtlety. 


refiner noun person or firm refining crude oil, 
metal, sugar, etc. 


refinery noun (plural -ies) place where oil etc. 
is refined. 

refit verb /ri:fit/ (-tt-) make or become service- 
able again by repairs etc. © noun /'ri:fit/ refitting. 


reflate /ri:'flert/ verb (-ting) cause reflation of 
(currency, economy, etc.). 

reflation noun inflation of financial system to 
restore previous condition after deflation. 
Oreflationary adjective. 


reflect /riflekt/ verb 1 throw back (light, heat, 
sound, etc.). 2 (of mirror etc.) show image of; 
reproduce to eye or mind. 3 correspond in 
appearance or effect to. 4 bring (credit, discredit, 
etc.). 5 (usually + on, upon) bring discredit. 6 
(often + on, upon) meditate. 7 (+ that, how, etc.) 
consider. 
| m 1 echo, mirror, return, send back, shine back, 
| throw back. 3 bear witness to, correspond to, 
demonstrate, evidence, exhibit, illustrate, indicate, 
| match, point to, reveal, show. 6, 7 brood, 
cerebrate, deliberate, meditate, ponder, ruminate, 
think; (reflect on or upon) chew over, consider, 
contemplate, mull over, reminisce about. 


reflection /rr'flekS(@)n/ noun 1 reflecting, being 
reflected. 2 reflected light, heat, colour, or image. 
3 thinking; reconsideration. 4 (often + on) thing 
bringing discredit. 5 (often + on, upon) comment. 
6 (usually + of ) evidence. 
n 2 echo, image, likeness. 3 cerebration, 
cogitation, consideration, contemplation, 
deliberation, meditation, pondering, rumination, 
self-examination, study, thinking, thought. 4 
aspersion, censure, criticism, discredit, 
imputation, reproach, shame, slur. 6 
demonstration, evidence, indication, 
manifestation, result. 


reflective adjective 1 (of surface) reflecting. 2 
(of mental faculties) concerned in reflection or 
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thought. 3 thoughtful. o reflective} ad 
m 1 glittering, lustrous, shiny, slivery.2 3 pat 
THOUGHTFUL 1. 


reflector noun 1 piece of glass or me 
reflecting light in required direction, 2 eee 
etc. using mirror to produce images, rs 


reflex /'ri:fleks/ adjective 4 (of. action) i 
ent of will. 2 (of angle) larger than ime oun 
reflex action. 2 sign; secondary manifestation, 3 
reflected light or image. o reflex camera camera 
in which image is reflected by mirror to enable 
correct focusing. 


reflexive /ri'fleksiv/ Grammar adjective 4 (of 
word or form) referring back to Subject (e.g, 
myself in I hurt myself ) (see panel). 2 (of verb) 
having reflexive pronoun as object. onoun 
reflexive word or form. 


reflexology /ri:flek'svlad31/ noun massage to 
areas of soles of feet. o reflexologist noun. 


reform /r1'fo:m/ verb 1 make or become better. 
2 abolish or cure (abuse etc.). © noun 1 removal 
of abuses, esp. political. 2 improvement. 
Ureformable adjective. reformative adjective. 

m verb 1 ameliorate, amend, better, change, 

convert, correct, improve, mend, purge, put right, 

reconstitute, reconstruct, rectify, regenerate, 

remodel, reorganize, revolutionize, save. 


reformation /refə'merf(ə)n/ noun 1 reforming 
or being reformed, esp. radical improvement in 
political, religious, or social affairs. 2 (the 
Reformation) 16th-c. movement for reform of 
abuses in Roman Church ending in establish- 
ment of Reformed or Protestant Churches. 


reformatory /ri'‘fo:matar1/ noun (plural -ies) 
US & historical institution for reform of young 
offenders. © adjective producing reform. 


reformer noun advocate of reform. 

reformism noun policy of reform rather than 
abolition or revolution. o reformist noun & 
adjective. 

refract /rr'frækt/ verb deflect (light) at certain 
angle when it enters obliquely from another 
medium. o refraction noun. refractive adjective. 

refractor noun 1 refracting medium or lens. 2 
telescope using lens to produce image. 

refractory /rr'fræktərı/ adjective 1 stubborn, 
unmanageable, rebellious. 2 resistant to treat 
ment. 3 hard to fuse or work. 


Reflexive pronoun 


Reflexive pronouns (himself, yourselves, etc.) are used in two ways: ; 
1 fora direct or indirect object that refers to the same person or thing as the subject of the clause 


They didn’t hurt themselves. 
He wanted it for himself. 
2 for emphasis: 
She said so herself. 
I myself do not believe her. 
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refrain’ /ri'frem/ verb (+ from) avoid doing 
(action). 

(refrain from) abstain from, avoid, formal cease, 

desist from, do without, formal eschew, formal 

forbear, leave off, US quit, renounce, stop. 


refrain? /ri'frem/ noun recurring phrase or 
lines, esp. at ends of stanzas. 


refresh /rrfref/verb 1 givefresh spirit or vigour 
to. 2 revive (memory). 

u 1 cool, energize, enliven, fortify, freshen, 

invigorate, perk up, quench the thirst of, reanimate, 

rejuvenate, renew, restore, resuscitate, revitalize, 

revive, slake (thirst). 2 activate, awaken, jog, prod, 

prompt, revive, stimulate. 


refresher noun 1 something that refreshes, esp. 
drink. 2 extra fee to counsel in prolonged 
lawsuit. o refresher course course reviewing or 
updating previous studies. 


refreshing adjective 1 restoring energy. 2 in- 
teresting because unfamiliar. orefreshingly 
adverb. 
a 1 bracing, cool, enlivening, exhilarating, 
inspiriting, invigorating, restorative, reviving, 
stimulating, thirst-quenching, tingling, tonic. 2 
different, fresh, interesting, new, novel, original, 
unexpected, unfamiliar, unforeseen, 
unpredictable, welcome. 


refreshment noun 1 refreshing, being re- 
freshed. 2 (usually in plural) food or drink. 


n 2 (refreshments) drinks, eatables, colloquial 
eats, food, nibbles, snacks. 


refrigerant /ri'fridgarant/ moun substance used 
for refrigeration. © adjective cooling. 


refrigerate /rifrid3ereit/ verb (-ting) cool or 
freeze (esp. food). o refrigeration noun. 


l m chill, cool, freeze, ice, keep cold. 


refrigerator noun cabinet or room in which 
food etc. is refrigerated. 


refuge /'refju:d3/ noun 1 shelter from pursuit, 
Tonger or trouble. 2 person or place offering 
this. 

m 1 asylum, cover, protection, safety, sanctuary, 

security, shelter. 2 bolt-hole, cover, harbour, 

haven, hideaway, hideout, hiding place, retreat, 

sanctuary, shelter, stronghold. 


refugee /refju'd3i:/ noun person taking refuge, 
esp. in foreign country, from war, persecution, 
etc. 


u displaced person, émigré, exile, fugitive, 
Outcast, runaway. 


refulgent /rrfaldz(ə)nt/ adjective literary 
shining; gloriously bright. o refulgence noun. 

refund verb /rr'fand/ 1 pay back (money ete,). 2 
reimburse. © noun /'ri:fand/ 1 act of refunding. 
2 sum refunded. o refundable /ri'fan-/ adjective. 


@ verb give back, pay back, reimburse, repay, 
return. © noun rebate, repayment. 


refurbish /ri:'fs:biJ/ verb 1 brighten up. 2 re- 
decorate. o refurbishment nour. 


refrain | regard 


refusal /rr'fju:z(@)l/ noun 1 refusing, being 
refused. 2 (in full first refusal) chance of taking 
thing before it is offered to others. 


| @ 1 brush-off, denial, rebuff, rejection, veto. 


refuse! /rr'fju:z/ verb (-sing) 4 withhold accept- 
ance of or consent to. 2 not grant (request) made 
by (person). 3 (often + to do) indicate unwill- 
ane 4 (of horse) be unwilling to jump (fence 
= 1 decline, colloquial pass up, rebuff, reject, 
repudiate, say no to, spurn, turn down, veto. 2 
poy deprive of, disallow, withhold. 4 baulk at, jib 
at. 


refuse? /'refju:s/ noun items rejected as worth- 
less; waste. 


m detritus, dirt, US garbage, junk, litter, rubbish, 
esp. US trash, waste. 


refusenik /rrfju:znık/ noun 14 historical Soviet 
Jew refused permission to emigrate to Israel. 2 
person who refuses to follow orders, esp. as 
protest. 

refute /rr'fju:t/ verb (-ting) 1 prove falsity or 
error of. 2 rebut by argument. 3 disputed deny 
or contradict (without argument). o refutation 
/refju'te1f(a)n/ noun. 


USAGE The use of refute to mean ‘deny, contra- 
dict’ is considered incorrect by some people. 
Repudiate can be used instead. 


a 1, 2 counter, discredit, disprove, negate, prove 
wrong, rebut. 


reg /red3/ noun colloquial registration mark. 


regain /ri'gem/ verb obtain possession or use of 
after loss. 

m be reunited with, find, get back, recapture, 

reclaim, recoup, recover, repossess, retake, 

retrieve, return to, win back. 


regal /'ri:g(ə)l/ adjective 1 of or by monarch(s). 
2 magnificent. o regality /rr'gæl-/ noun. regally 
adverb. 

m 1 imperial, kingly, majestic, princely, queenly, 

royal, sovereign. 2 grand, lordly, magnificent, 

majestic, noble, palatial, splendid, stately. 


regale /ri'geil/ verb (-ling) 1 entertain lavishly 
with feasting. 2 (+ with) entertain with (talk etc.). 


regalia /rrgeilta/ pluralnoun insignia ofroyalty 
or an order, mayor, etc. 
regard /ri'ga:d/ verb 1 gaze on. 2 heed; take into 
account. 3 look upon or think of in specified way. 
@ noun 1 gaze; steady look. 2 attention, care. 3 
esteem. 4 (in plural) expression of friendliness in 
letter etc. 0 as regards about; in respect of. in this 
regard on this point. in, with regard to in respect 
of. 
a verb literary behold, contemplate, eye, gaze at, 
gaze on, keep an eye on, look at, note, observe, 
scrutinize, stare at, view, watch. 3 account, 
consider, formal deem, formal esteem, judge, look 
upon, perceive, rate, reckon, think of, view, 
colloquial waigh up; (regard highly) esteem, 
respect, value. @ noun 1 gaze, look, scrutiny, stare. 


regardful | regret 


| 2attention, care, concern, consideration, 
deference, heed, notice, sympathy, thought. 3 
admiration, affection, appreciation, approbation, 
approval, deference, esteem, favour, honour, love, 


respect, reverence, veneration. 


regardful adjective (+ of ) mindful of. 
regarding preposition concerning; in respect 
of. 


a about, colloquial apropos, concerning, 
connected with, involving, on the subject of, 
pertaining to, re, respecting, with reference to, 
with regard to. 


regardless adjective (+ of ) without regard or 
consideration for. @adverb without paying 
attention. 
n adjective (regardless of ) careless about, 
despite, heedless of, indifferent to, neglectful of, 
notwithstanding, unconcerned about, unmindful 
of. 


regatta /ri'geta/ moun event consisting of 
rowing or yacht races. 

regency /'ri:d3anst/ noun (plural -ies) 1 office 
of regent. 2 commission acting as regent. 3 
regent’s or regency commission’s period of 
office. 4 (Regency) (in UK) period from 1811 to 
1820. 


regenerate verb /rrdzenərert/ (-ting) 1 bring 
orcome into renewed existence. 2 improve moral 
condition of. 3 impart new, more vigorous, or 
spiritually higher life or nature to. 4 regrow or 
cause (new tissue) to regrow. © adjective /-rat/ 1 
spiritually born again. 2 reformed. o regenera- 
tion noun. regenerative /-rativ/ adjective. 


regent j'ri:d3(ə)nt/ moun person acting as head 
of state because monarch is absent, ill, or a child. 
© adjective (after noun) acting as regent. 


reggae /'reger/ noun W. Indian style of music 
with strongly accented subsidiary beat. 


regicide /‘redsisaid/ noun 1 person who kills or 
helps to kill a king. 2 killing of a king. 

regime /rer'si:m/ noun (also régime) 1 method 
of government. 2 prevailing system. 3 regimen. 
a 1 administration, control, discipline, 

government, leadership, management, order, 

reign, rule, system. 


regimen /‘redsman/ noun prescribed course of 
exercise, way of life, and diet. 


regiment noun /‘red3mant/ 4 permanent unit 
of army consisting of several companies, troops, 
or batteries. 2 (usually + of ) large or formidable 
array or number. © verb /-ment/ 1 organize in 
groups or according to system. 2 form into regi- 
ment(s). o regimentation /-men-/ noun. 


| m verb 1 arrange, control, discipline, organize, 
| regulate, systematize. 


regimental /red3i'ment(9)I/ adjective of a regi- 
ment. @ noun (in plural) military uniform, esp. 
of particular regiment. 


Regina /rr'dsama/ noun 4 (after name) reigning 
queen. 2 Law the Crown. [Latin] 
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region /'ri:d3(ə)n/ noun 1 geographi 
division, having definable boundaries or ae 
teristics. 2 administrative area, esp, in Scotland, 
3 part tbody: 4sphere, realm. o in the regionof 
approximately. o regional adjective. regj 
adverb. seny 
@ 1, 2 area, country, department, district, division 


-| expanse, land, locality, neighbourhood, Part, 


place, province, quarter, Military sector, territory, 
tract, vicinity, zone. k È 


register /‘red3ista/ noun 1 official list. 2 bookin 
which items are recorded for reference. 3 device 
recording speed, force, etc. 4 compass Of voice or 
instrument. 5 form of language used in particu- 
lar circumstances. 6 adjustable plate for regulat- 
ing draught etc. overb 1 set down formally; 
record in writing. 2 enter or cause to be entered 
in register. 3 send (letter) by registered post. 4 
record automatically; indicate. 5 make mental 
note of. 6 show (emotion etc.) in face etc. 7 make 
impression. u registered post postal procedure 
with special precautions and compensation in 
case of loss. register office state office where 
civil marriages are conducted and births, mar- 
riages, and deaths are recorded. 
m noun 1, 2 archive(s), catalogue, chronicle, diary, 
directory, file, index, inventory, journal, ledger, list, 
record, roll. © verb 1 make official, minute, 
present, record, set down, submit, write down. 2 
catalogue, check in (as hotel guest), enlist, enrol, 
enter, enter one’s name, join, list, log, sign in, sign 
on. 5 keep in mind, make a note of, mark, notice, 
take account of. 6 betray, display, divulge, express, 
indicate, manifest, reflect, reveal, show. 


registrar /red3'stra:/ noun 1 official keeping 
register. 2 chief administrator in university etc. 
3 hospital doctor training as specialist. 

registration /red3r'stre1s(a)n/ noun regis- 
tering, being registered. o registration mark, 
number combination of letters and numbers 
identifying vehicle. 

registry /'redzıstrr/ noun (plural -tes) place 
where registers or records are kept. o registry 
Office register office (the official name). 

Regius professor /'ri:dz1əs/ noun holder a 
university chair founded by sovereign or fille 
by Crown appointment. 

regress verb /rrgres/ 1 move backwards. 2 
return to former stage or state. © noun I mo 
act of regressing. regression /r! igref(a)n 
noun. regressive /ri'grestv/ adjective. 


a verb 1 fall back, go back, move backwards, 
retreat, slip back. 2 backslide, degenerate, 
deteriorate, retrogress, revert, slip back. 


regret /rrgret/ verb (-tt-) 1 feel or exe 
sorrow, repentance, or distress over (action be 
loss). 2 say with sorrow or remorse. @707 
sorrow, repentance, or distress over acion 
loss. o regretful adjective. regretfully ado, es 
m verb bemoan, be sad (anoun) pean So omi 
feel remorse (about), grieve (about), : 
mourn, eh (of), ptt oneself (about), ae 
weep (for). © noun bad conscience, company 
contrition, disappointment, grief, guilt, pen 
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pricking of conscience, remorse, repentance, 
sadness, self-accusation, self-condemnation, 
self-reproach, shame, sorrow. 0 regretful 
apologetic, ashamed, bad, conscience-stricken, 
contrite, disappointed, guilty, penitent, remorseful, 
repentant, rueful, sad, sorry. 


regrettable adjective undesirable, unwel- 
come; deserving censure. o regrettably adverb. 
u deplorable, disappointing, distressing, 
lamentable, reprehensible, sad, shameful, 
undesirable, unfortunate, unhappy, unlucky, 
unwanted, upsetting, woeful, wrong. 


regular /'regjule/ adjective 1 acting, done, or 
recurring uniformly; orderly. 2 habitual, usual. 
3 conforming to rule or principle. 4 conforming 
to correct procedure etc. 5 symmetrical. 6 
Grammar (of verb etc.) following normal type of 
inflection. 7 colloquial absolute, thorough. 8 (of 
soldier etc.) permanent, professional. © noun 1 
regular soldier. 2 colloquial regular customer, 
visitor, etc. 3 one of regular clergy. o regularity 
/“leertti/ noun. regularize verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing). regularly adverb. 
u adjective 1 consistent, constant, dependable, 
equal, even, fixed, measured, ordered, orderly, 
periodic, predictable, recurring, reliable, repeated, 
rhythmic, steady, systematic, uniform, unvarying. 
2 accustomed, common, commonplace, 
customary, everyday, familiar, frequent, habitual, 
normal, ordinary, routine, scheduled, typical, 
usual. 3, 4 conventional, established, known, 
normal, official, orthodox, prevailing, proper, 
standard, traditional. 5 even, symmetric, 
symmetrical. © noun 2 frequenter, habitué, 
patron. 


regulate /‘regjuleit/ verb (-ting) 1 control by 
rule. 2 subject to restrictions. 3 adapt to require- 
ments. 4 adjust (clock, watch, etc.) to work accur- 
ately. o regulator noun. 

m 1 administer, conduct, control, direct, govern, 

manage, monitor, order, organize, oversee, 

restrict, supervise. 3, 4 adjust, alter, balance, 

change, get right, moderate, modify, set, vary. 


regulation noun 1 regulating, being regulated. 
2 prescribed rule. @ adjective in accordance with 
regulations, of correct pattern etc. 

u noun 2 by-law, commandment, decree, dictate, 

directive, edict, law, order, ordinance, 

requirement, restriction, rule, ruling, statute. 


regulo /‘regjuleu/ noun (usually + numeral) 
number on scale denoting temperature in gas 
oven. 


regurgitate /ri'g3:d3itert/ verb (ting) 1 bring 
(swallowed food) up again to mouth. 2 reproduce 
(information etc.). o regurgitation noun. 


rehabilitate /ri:ha'bilitert/ verb (-ting) 1 
restore to normal life by training etc., esp. after 
imprisonment or illness. 2 restore to former 
privileges or reputation or to proper condition. 
Orehabilitation noun. 


rehash verb /ri:‘he{/ put into new form without 
Significant change or improvement. @ noun 


regrettable | reiterate 


I'rishzef/ 1 material rehashed. 2 rehashing. 


rehearsal /rrhs:s(e)l/ noun 4 trial 
or practice. 2 rehearsing, mia 


© 1 colloquial dry run, dummy run, exercise, 
Practice, preparation, tun-through, try-out. 


rehearse /ri‘h3:s/ verb (-sing) 1 practise before 
performing in public. 2 recite or Say over. 3 give 
list of; enumerate. o rehearsed adjective. 

m 1 drill, go over, practise, prepare, run over, run 

through, try out. o rehearsed calculated, 

practised, pre-arranged, premeditated, prepared, 

Scripted, studied, thought out. 


Reich [ratx/ noun former German state, esp. 
Third Reich (1933-45). 


reign /rem/ verb 1 be king or queen. 2 prevail. 
3 (as reigning adjective) currently holding title. 
@ noun 1 sovereignty, rule. 2 sovereign’s period 
of rule. 

m verb 1 be onthe throne, command, govern, have 

power, hold sway, rule, wear the crown. @ noun 1 

administration, ascendancy, command, 

government, jurisdiction, power, rule, sovereignty. 


reimburse /ri:mm'bs:s/ verb (-sing) repay 
(person); refund. u reimbursement noun. 

rein /rem/ noun (in singular or plural) 1 long 
narrow strap used to guide horse. 2 means of 
control. @ verb 1 (+ back, up, in) pull back or up 
or hold in (as) with reins. 2 govern, control. 

reincarnate verb /ri:m'ka:neit/ (-ting) give 
esp. human form to again. © adjective /-nat/ re- 
incarnated. 


reincarnation /ri:mka:'ne1J(a)n/ noun rebirth 
of soul in new body. 


l u rebirth, transmigration. 


reindeer /‘remdra/ moun (pluralsameor-s) sub- 
arctic deer with large antlers. 


reinforce /ri:m'fo:s/ verb (-cing) support or 
strengthen, esp. with additional personnel or 
material. o reinforced concrete concrete with 
metal bars etc. embedded in it. 

n add to, assist, augment, back up, bolster, 

buttress, fortify, help, hold up, prop up, stiffen, 

strengthen, supplement, support, toughen. 


reinforcement noun 1 reinforcing, being re- 
inforced. 2 (in plural) additional personnel, 
equipment, etc. 


n 2 (reinforcements) auxiliaries, backup, help, 
| reserves, support. 


reinstate /ri:m'stett/ verb (-ting) 1 replace in 
former position. 2 restore to former privileges. 
o reinstatement noun. 


u 1 recall, rehabilitate, restore, take back, 
| welcome back. 


reinsure /ri:m'Jua/ verb ring) insure again 
(esp. of insurer transferring risk to another 
insurer). a reinsurance noun. 

reiterate /ri:'itareit/ verb (-ting) say or do again 
or repeatedly. o reiteration /-rerf(e)n/ noun. 
reiterative /-rativ/ adjective. 


reject | relative 


reject verb /ri'dsekt/ 1 put aside or send back as 
not to be used, done, or complied with. 2 refuse 
toaccept or believe in. 3 rebuff. @ noun /'ri:dsekt/ 
rejected thing or person. o rejection /ri'd3ek-/ 
noun. 
m verb 1 brush aside, cast off, discard, discount, 
dismiss, eliminate, exclude, jettison, junk, put 
aside, scrap, send back, throw away, throw out. 2 
decline, refuse, renounce, say no to, turn down, 
veto. 3 disown, colloquial drop, give the cold 
shoulder to, jilt, rebuff, renounce, repel, repudiate, 
repulse, colloquial send packing, shun, spurn, turn 
one's back on. 


rejoice /r1'd3ats/ verb (-cing) 1 feel joy; be glad. 
2 (+ in, at) take delight in. 


| u be happy, celebrate, delight, exult, glory, revel, 
triumph. 


rejoin’ /ri:'d5om/ verb join again; reunite. 
rejoin? /rrd3om/ verb say in answer; retort. 
rejoinder /rir'dsomdo/ noun reply, retort. 


rejuvenate /rr'd5u:vaneit/ verb (-ting) make (as 
if) young again. o rejuvenation noun. 


relapse /rr'lzps/ verb (-sing) (usually + into) 
fall back (into worse state after improvement). 
© noun relapsing, esp. deterioration in patient’s 
condition after partial recovery. 

m verb backslide, degenerate, deteriorate, fall 

back, lapse, regress, revert, sink back, slip back, 

weaken. © noun degeneration, deterioration, 

recurrence (ofiliness), regression, reversion, 

setback, worsening. 


relate /rrleit/ verb (-ting) 1 narrate, recount. 2 
(usually + to, with) connect in thought or 
meaning. 3 (+ to) have reference to. 4 (+ to) feel 
connected or sympathetic to. 

m 1 communicate, describe, detail, divulge, 
impart, make known, narrate, present, recite, 
recount, rehearse, report, reveal, tell. 2 associate, 
compare, connect, consider together, coordinate, 
correlate, couple, join, link. 3 (relate to) appertain 
to, apply to, have a bearing on, be relevant to, 
concern, go with, pertain to, refer to. 4 (relate to) be 
friends with, empathize with, fraternize with, 
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handle, havea relationship with, identify with 
socialize with, understand. Y 


related adjective connected, esp. 

aS P. by blood or 
m affiliated, akin, allied, associated, cognate, 
comparable, connected, consanguineous, d 
interconnected, interdependent, interrelated, 
joined, joint, linked, Parallel, reciprocal, relative 
similar, twin. : 


relation /rrle1f(a)n/noun41 connection between 
people or things. 2 relative. 3 (in plural) dealings 
(with others). 4 narration. 

@ 2kinsman, kinswoman, member of the family, 

relative; (relations) kin, kith and kin. 4 see 

NARRATION (NARRATE). 


relationship zoun 1 state of being related. 2 
connection, association. 3 colloquial emotional 
association between two people. 

m 1 consanguinity, kinship. 2 affiliation, affinity, 
association, attachment, bond, closeness, 
connection, correlation, correspondence, 
interconnection, interdependence, link, Parallel, 
pertinence, rapport, ratio, similarity, tie, 
understanding. 3 affair, alliance, friendship, 
intrigue, liaison, love affair, romance, sexual 
relations. 


relative /‘relatrv/ adjective 1 in relation or pro- 
portion to something else; implying comparison 
or relation. 2 (+ to) having application or refer- 
ence to.3 Grammar (of word, esp. pronoun) refer- 
ring to expressed or implied antecedent and 
attaching subordinate clause to it (e.g. which, 
who); (of clause) attached to antecedent by rela- 
tive word (see panel). © noun 1 person connected 
by blood or marriage. 2 species related to another 
by common origin. 3 relative word, esp. pro- 
noun. o relative density ratio between density 
of substance and that of a standard (usually 
water or air). o relatively adverb. 

a adjective 1 comparative, proportional, 

proportionate, related; (relative to) 

commensurate with, corresponding to. 2 see 

RELEVANT. © noun 1 see RELATION 2. 


Relative clause 


Arelative clause is a subordinate clause used to add to the meaning ofa noun. A relative clause is 
usually introduced by a relative pronoun (who, which, that). 


Restrictive relative clauses are distinguished from non-restrictive relative clauses by punctuation. 
A non-restrictive relative clause has commas round it, e.g. 


Please approach any member of our staff, who will be pleased to help, and discuss your needs. f 
The shopkeeper who left the commas out turned this into a restrictive relative clause, implying 
that there were other members of staff who would not be pleased to help! 


The relative pronoun whom (the objective case of who) is now used only in formal writing. 


The person whom he hit was a policeman. (formal) 
The person who he hit was a policeman. (less formal) 


The relative pronoun may be omitted if it is the object of the relative clause: 


The person he hit was a policeman. 
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relativity /relo'trvitt/ noun 1 relativeness, 2 
Physics theory based on principle that all motion 
is relative and that light has constant velocity in 
a vacuum. 


relax /rrleks/ verb 1 make or become less stiff, 
rigid, or tense. 2 make or become less formal or 
strict. 3 reduce (attention, efforts). 4 cease work 
or effort. 5 (as relaxed adjective) at ease, unper- 
turbed. 
n 1 calm down, cool down, ease (up), let go, 
loosen, release, relieve, soften, unbend, 
unclench, unfasten, unwind. 2 curb, mitigate, 
moderate, temper, tone down. 3 abate, decrease, 
diminish, ease, lessen, moderate, reduce, slacken, 
weaken. 4 ease up, rest, slow down, take it easy, 
colloquial unwind. 5 (relaxed) at ease, blasé, 
calm, carefree, casual, comfortable, contented, 
cool, cosy, easy, easygoing, free and easy, friendly, 
good-humoured, happy, happy-go-lucky, 
informal, insouciant, colloquial laid-back, lax, 
leisurely, light-hearted, nonchalant, peaceful, 
restful, serene, slack, tranquil, unconcerned, 
unhurried, untroubled. 


relaxation /ri:lek'serJ(a)n/ noun 1 relaxing. 2 
rest or recreation. 

a 1 abatement, alleviation, diminution, lessening, 

colloquial let-up, loosening up, mitigation, 

moderation, slackening, weakening. 2 diversion, 

ease, leisure, pleasure, recreation, repose, rest. 


relay /'ri:ler/ noun 1 fresh set of people etc. to 
replace tired ones. 2supply of material similarly 
used. 3 relay race. 4 device activating electric 
circuit. 5 device transmitting broadcast. 6 
relayed transmission. © verb /also r1'le1/ receive 
(esp. broadcast message) and transmit to others. 
ū relay race one between teams of which each 
member in turn covers part of distance. 

u noun 6 broadcast, programme, transmission. 

© verb broadcast, communicate, pass on, send 

out, spread, televise, transmit. 


release /rr'li:s/ verb (-sing) 1 (often + from) set 
free, liberate, unfasten. 2 allow to move from 
fixed position. 3 make (information) public. 4 
issue (film etc.) generally. @ noun 1 liberation 
from restriction, duty, or difficulty. 2 handle, 
catch, etc. that releases part of mechanism. 3 
item made available for publication. 4 film, 
record, etc. that is released. 5 releasing of film 
etc. 
m verb 1 acquit, allow out, deliver, discharge, 
emancipate, excuse, exonerate, free, let go, let 
loose, let off, liberate, loose, pardon, rescue, save, 
set free, set loose, unchain, unfasten, unfetter, 
unleash, unshackle, untie. 2 fire off, launch, let fly, 
letoff, send off. 3 circulate, disseminate, distribute, 
issue, make available, present, publish, put out, 
send out, unveil. 


relegate /'religeit/ verb (-ting) 1 consign or 
dismiss to inferior position. 2 transfer (team) to 
lower division of league. 3 banish. o relegation 
noun. 


| u 1 demote, downgrade, put down. 3 banish, exile. 


relativity | relief 


relent /rr'lent/ verb 1 relax 
Seen severity. 2 yield to 


m acquiesce, be merciful, capitulate, give in, give 
way, relax, show pity, soften, weaken, yield. i 


relentless adjective 1 unrelenting. 2 unceas- 
ing. o relentlessly adverb. 

m 1 cruel, dogged, fierce, hard-hearted, 

implacable, inexorable, intransigent, merciless, 

obdurate, obstinate, pitiless, remorseless, 

ruthless, uncompromising, unfeeling, 

unforgiving, unmerciful, unyielding. 2 continuous, 

incessant, non-stop, persistent, unceasing, 

unrelieved, unstoppable. 


relevant ['reliv(a)nt/ adjective (often + to) 
bearing on or pertinent to matter in hand. 
o relevance noun. 
m appertaining, applicable, apposite, appropriate, 
apropos, apt, connected, essential, fitting, 
germane, linked, material, pertinent, proper, 
related, relative, significant, suitable, suited, to 
the point. 


reliable /rr'latab(s)l/ adjective that may berelied 
on. o reliability noun. reliably adverb. 
m certain, conscientious, consistent, constant, 
dependable, devoted, efficient, faithful, honest, 
infallible, loyal, predictable, proven, punctilious, 
regular, reputable, responsible, safe, solid, 
sound, stable, staunch, steady, sure, trusted, 
trustworthy, archaic or jocular trusty, unchanging, 
unfailing. 


reliance /rrlarens/ noun (+ in, on) trust or con- 
fidence in. o reliant adjective. 


relic /‘reltk/ noun 1 object interesting because of 
its age or associations. 2 part of holy person’s 
body or belongings kept as object of reverence. 3 
surviving custom, belief, etc. from past age. 4 (in 
plural) what is left. 5 (in plural) dead body or 
remains of person. 

u 1 heirloom, keepsake, memento, reminder, 

souvenir, token. 4 (relics) see REMAINS 1. 5 (relics) 

see REMAINS 3. 


relict /‘relikt/ noun object surviving in primi- 
tive form. 

relief /rr'li:f/ noun 4 (feeling accompanying) alle- 
viation of or deliverance from pain, distress, etc. 
2 feature etc. that diversifies monotony or 
relaxes tension. 3 assistance given to people in 
special need. 4 replacing of person(s) on duty 
by another or others. 5 person(s) thus bringing 
relief. 6 thing supplementing another in some 
service. 7 method of carving, moulding, etc., in 
which design projects from surface. 8 piece of 
sculpture etc. in relief. 9 effect of being done in 
relief given by colour or shading etc. 10 
vividness, distinctness. relief map one 
showing hills and valleys by shading or col- 
ouring etc. 

u 1 abatement, alleviation, assuagement, 

comfort, deliverance, diversion, ease, easing, 

colloquial let-up, mitigation, palliation, relaxation, 

release, respite, rest. 3 aid, assistance, help, 

support. 5 see SUBSTITUTE NOUN 1E 


relieve | remedy 


relieve /rrli:v/ verb (-ving) 1 bring or give relief 
to. 2 reduce (pain, distress, etc.). 3 mitigate 
tedium of. 4 release (person) from duty by acting 
as or providing substitute. 5 (+ of) take (burden 
or duty) away from. o relieve oneself urinate, 
defecate. o relieved adjective. 
@ 2 abate, alleviate, assuage, calm, comfort, 
console, cure, diminish, dull, ease, help, lessen, 
lift, lighten, mitigate, moderate, palliate, reduce, 
relax, soften, soothe. 5 (relieve of ) disburden of, 
disencumber of, release from, rescue from, rid of, 
unburden of. 


religion /r1'lid3(e)n/ noun 1 belief in super- 
human controlling power, esp. in personal God 
or gods entitled to obedience. 2 study of religious 
belief. 3 particular system of faith and worship. 

m 1 belief, faith, theism. 2 divinity, theology. 3 

creed, cult, denomination, faith, persuasion, sect. 


religiosity /rilidsr'pstt1/ noun state of being reli- 
gious or too religious. 
religious /ri'lidsas/ adjective 1 devoted to reli- 
gion; devout. 2 of or concerned with religion. 3 
of or belonging to monastic order. 4 scrupulous. 
© noun (plural same) person bound by monastic 
vows. o religiously adverb. 
u adjective 1 churchgoing, devout, God-fearing, 
godly, pious, reverent, righteous, saintly, spiritual. 
2 devotional, divine, holy, sacramental, sacred, 
scriptural, theological. 


relinquish /rlmkwiS/ verb 1 give up; let go. 2 
resign; surrender. o relinquishment noun. 
u concede, give in, hand over, part with, submit, 
surrender, yield. 


reliquary /‘relikwart/ noun (plural -ies) recep- 
tacle for relic(s). 

relish /‘relif/ noun 4 (often + Sor) liking or enjoy- 
ment. 2 appetizing flavour. 3 attractive quality. 
4 thing eaten with plainer food to add flavour. 5 
(+ of) distinctive flavour or taste of: © verb 1 get 
pleasure out of; enjoy greatly. 2 anticipate with 
pleasure. 

m noun 1 appetite, delight, enjoyment, 

enthusiasm, gusto, pleasure, zest. 2, 4 flavour, 

piquancy, savour, tang, taste. © verb 4 appreciate, 

delight in, enjoy, like, love, revel in, savour, take 

pleasure in. 


reluctant /rrlakt(a)nt/ adjective (often + to do) 
unwilling, disinclined. oreluctance noun. 
reluctantly adverb. 


averse, disinclined, grudging, hesitant, loath, 
unenthusiastic, unwilling. 


rely /rrlar/ verb (-ies, -ied) (+ on, upon) 1 depend 
with confidence on. 2 be dependent on. 

m (rely on) colloquial bank on, count on, depend 

on, have confidence in, lean on, put one's faith in, 

colloquial swear by, trust. 


REM abbreviation rapid eye movement. 
remade past and past participle of REMAKE. 


remain /ri'mem/ verb 1 be left over. 2 stay in 
same place or condition; be left behind. 3 con- 
tinue to be. o remaining adjective. 
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m 2 archaic abide, be left, carry on, continue. 
endure, keep on, linger, live on, persevere, persi 
stay, colloquial stay put, survive, archaic ta st, 
wait. 3 continue (to be), stay. o remaining see 
RESIDUAL. 


remainder /ri'memda/ noun 1 residue. 2 re. 
maining people or things. 3 humber left after 
subtraction or division. 4 (any of) copies OF book 
left unsold. © verb dispose of remainder of (book) 
at reduced prices. 
a noun 1, 2 balance, excess, remains, remnants, 
residue, residuum, the rest, surplus. : 


remains /rrmemz/ plural noun 1 what remains 
after other parts have been removed or used. 2 
relics of antiquity etc. 3 dead body. 
u 1 crumbs, debris, detritus, dregs, fragments, 
leftovers, oddments, odds and ends, offcuts, 
relics, remainder, remnants, residue, rubble, ruins, 
scraps, traces, vestiges, wreckage. 2 antiquities, 
archaeological remains, relics, ruins, traces. 3 
ashes, body, bones, carcass, corpse, relics. 


remake verb /ri:'merk/ (-king; past and past par- 

ticiple remade) make again or differently. 
@noun /'ri:metk/ remade thing, esp. cinema 
film. 


m verb piece together, rebuild, reconstitute, 
reconstruct, redo, renew. 


remand /ri'ma:nd/ verb return (prisoner) to 
custody, esp. to allow further inquiry. enoun 
recommittal to custody. o on remand in custody 
pending trial. remand centre institution for 
remand of accused people. 


remark /ri'ma:k/ verb 1 (often + that) say by 
way of comment. 2 (usually + on, upon) make 
comment. 3 archaic take notice of. enoun 1 
comment, thing said. 2 noticing. 
u verb 1, 2 assert, comment, declare, mention, 
note, observe, pass comment, reflect, say, state. 3 
heed, mark, notice, observe, perceive, see, take 
note of. © moun 1 comment, mention, 
observation, opinion, reflection, statement, 
thought, utterance, word. 


remarkable adjective worth notice; excep- 
tional, striking. o remarkably adverb. 
u amazing, astonishing, astounding, 
conspicuous, curious, different, distinguished, 
exceptional, extraordinary, important, impressive, 
marvellous, memorable, notable, noteworthy, 
odd, out of the ordinary, outstanding, peculiar, 
phenomenal, prominent, signal, significant, 
singular, special, strange, striking, surprising, 
colloquial terrific, colloquial tremendous, 
uncommon, unforgettable, unusual, wonderful. 


REME /'ri:mı/ abbreviation Royal Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers. ae 
remedial /rr'mi:dtal/ adjective 1 affording 
intended as a remedy. 2 (of teaching) for slow or 
disadvantaged pupils. i 
remedy /‘remidi/ noun (plural -ies) (often ae 
against) 1 medicine or treatment. 2 mear Pe 
removing anything undesirable or setting 
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right. 3 redress. © verb (-ies, -ied) rectify, make 
good. o remediable /r1'mi:drab(e)l/ adjective. 

n noun 1 antidote, cure, drug, elixir, medicament, 
medication, medicine, nostrum, palliative, 
panacea, prescription, restorative, therapy, 
treatment. 2 answer, antidote, corrective, 
countermeasure, cure, help, nostrum, panacea, 
solution. 3 redress, reparation. © verb alleviate, 
ameliorate, answer, control, correct, counteract, 
cure, fix, heal, help, mend, mitigate, palliate, put 
right, rectify, redress, relieve, repair, solve, treat. 


remember /rimemba/ verb 1 (often + fo do, 
that) keep in the memory; not forget. 2 bring back 
into one’s thoughts. 3 acknowledge in making 
gift etc. 4 convey greetings from. 

n 1 be mindful of, celebrate, commemorate, have 

amemory of, have in mind, keep in mind, learn, 

memorize, observe, recognize, retain. 2 be 

nostalgic about, recall, recollect, reminisce about, 

review, think back to. 


remembrance /rrmembrens/ moun 1 remem- 
bering, being remembered. 2 recollection. 3 
keepsake, souvenir. 4 (in plural) greetings con- 
veyed through third person. 


remind /rt'mamd/ verb (usually + of, to do, that) 
cause (person) to remember or think of. 


| a jog the memory of, prompt. 


reminder noun 1 thing that reminds. 2 (often + 
of )memento. 

u 1 aide-mémoire, cue, hint, colloquial memo, 

memorandum, mnemonic, note, prompt. 2 

heirloom, keepsake, memento, relic, souvenir. 


reminisce /remrnts/ verb (-cing) indulge in 
reminiscence. 


be nostalgic, look back, recall, remember, 
review, think back. 


reminiscence /remrnis(9)ns/ noun 1 remem- 
bering things past. 2 (in plural) literary account 
of things remembered. 


a 1 memory, recollection, remembrance. 2 
(reminiscences) account, anecdotes, memoirs, 
memories. 


reminiscent adjective 1 (+ of) reminding or 
suggestive of. 2 concerned with reminiscence. 


1 (reminiscent of ) evocative of, recalling, 
redolent of, similar to, suggestive of. 


remiss [rrmis/ adjective careless of duty; negli- 
gent. 


a careless, dilatory, forgetful, irresponsible, lax, 
negligent, slack, thoughtless. 


remission /rrmij(a)n/ noun 4 reduction of 
prison sentence for good behaviour. 2 remit- 
tance of debt etc. 3 diminution of force etc. 4 
(often + of) forgiveness (of sins etc.). 


remit verb /ri'mit/ (-tt-) 1 refrain from exacting 
or inflicting (debt, punishment, etc.). 2 abate, 
Slacken. 3 send (esp. money). 4 (+ to) refer to 
some authority. 5 (+ to) send back to lower court. 
6 postpone, defer. 7 pardon (sins etc.). © noun 


remember | remote 


['ri:mıt/ 4 terms of reference 
ee of committee etc. 2 


u verb 1 cancel, let off, settle. 2 abate, decrease, 
ease off, lessen, relax, slacken. 3 dispatch, s 
forward, pay, send, transmit. 


remittance noun 1 mone 
meee y sent. 2 sending of 


| m 1 allowance, fee, payment. 


remittent adjective (of dise : 
pitied ( ase etc.) abating at 
remix verb |ri:'miks/ mix again. enoun 
[rismiks/ remixed recording. 
remnant ['remnant/ noun 1 small remaining 
quantity. 2 piece of cloth etc. left when greater 
part has been used or sold. 
u 1 bit, butt, fragment, leftover, oddment, offcut, 
remainder, residue, scrap, trace, vestige; 
(remnants) remains. 2 bit, end, offcut. 


remodel /ri:'mod(ə)l/ verb (-Il-; US -1-) 1 model 
again. 2 reconstruct. 


l H see RENEW 1. 


remold US = REMOULD. 


remonstrate /‘remonstreit/ verb (-ting) (+ 
with) make protest; argue forcibly with. 
Uremonstrance /ri'monstrens/ noun. remon- 
stration noun. 


remorse /ri'ma:s/ noun 1 bitter repentance. 2 
compunction. 3 mercy. 

u 1, 2 bad conscience, compunction, contrition, 

grief, guilt, mortification, pangs of conscience, 

penitence, pricking of conscience, regret, 

repentance, sadness, self-accusation, 

self-reproach, shame, sorrow. 


remorseful adjective filled with repentance. 
o remorsefully adverb. 

n ashamed, conscience-stricken, contrite, 

grief-stricken, guilt-ridden, guilty, penitent, 

regretful, repentant, rueful, sorry. 


remorseless adjective 1 without compassion. 
2 relentless. u remorselessly adverb. 

u cruel, heartless, implacable, inexorable, 

intransigent, merciless, obdurate, pitiless, 

relentless, ruthless, uncompromising, 

unforgiving, unkind, unmerciful, unrelenting, 

unremitting. 


remote /rrmaut/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 distant in 
place or ie 2 secluded. 3 distantly related. 4 
slight, faint. 5 aloof, not friendly. O remote 
control (device for) control of apparatus etc. 
froma distance. o remotely adverb. remoteness 
oun. 
ic 4 distant, far-away, far-flung, far-off, outlying, out 
of reach, unreachable. 2 cut off, desolate, 
godforsaken, hard to find, inaccessible, isolated, 
lonely, out of the way, secluded, solitary, 
unfrequented, colloquial unget-at-able. 4 doubtful, 
implausible, improbable, negligible, outside, poor, 
slender, slight, small, unlikely. 5 abstracted, aloof, 
cold, cool, detached, haughty, preoccupied, 
reserved, stand-offish, uninvolved, withdrawn. 


remould | renown 


remould verb /ri:'mauld/ (US remold) 1 mould 
again; refashion. 2 reconstruct tread of (tyre). 
@ noun /'ri:mauld/ remoulded tyre. 


removal /rr'mu:v(ə)l/ noun 1 removing, being 
removed. 2 transfer of furniture etc. on moving 
house. 3 dismissal (from job etc.). 4 killing. 
m 1 elimination, eradication, eviction, extraction, 
taking away, taking out, withdrawal. 2 move, 
relocation, transfer, transportation. 3 deposition, 
dethronement, dislodgement, dismissal, 
displacement, ejection, expulsion, firing, ousting, 
colloquial sacking, unseating. 4 elimination, 
eradication, extermination, killing, liquidation, 
murder, purge, purging. 


remove /ri'mu:v/ verb (-ving) 1 take off or away 
from place occupied; get rid of. 2 convey to 
another place. 3 dismiss. 4 cause to be no longer 
available. 5 kill. 6 (in passive; + from) be distant 
in condition from. 7 (as removed adjective) (esp. 
of cousins) separated by a specified number 
of generations. @ noun 1 distance; degree of 
remoteness. 2 stage in gradation. 3 form or 
division in some schools. o removable adjec- 
tive. 
| m verb 1 abstract, amputate (limb), banish, clear 
away, Cut off, cut out, delete, detach, disconnect, 
dispense with, dispose of, colloquial do away with, 
esp. literary doff (a hat), eject, eliminate, eradicate, 
erase, evict, excise, exile, expel, expunge, extract, 
get rid of, peel off, pull out, purge, root out, rub out, 
separate, strike out, strip off, sweep away, take 
away, take off, take out, throw out, undo, unfasten, 
uproot, wash off, wipe (tape recording), wipe out. 2 
Carry away, convey, move, take away, transfer, 
transport. 3 depose, discharge, dismiss, displace, 
expel, fire, get rid of, kick out, oust, colloquial sack, 
send away, throw out, turn out. 4 abolish, colloquial 


| do away with, eliminate, get rid of, take away, 
withdraw. 


remunerate /ri'mju:nereit/ verb (-ting) pay for 
service rendered. o remuneration noun. remu- 
nerative /-ratrv/ adjective. 


Renaissance [rrners(ə)ns/ noun 1 revival of 

classical art and literature in 14th-16th c. 2 

period of this. 3 style of art and architecture 

developed by it. 4 (renaissance) any similar 

revival; o Renaissance man person with many 
ents. 


renal /'ri:n(ə)l/ adjective of kidneys. 
renascent /rr'nzs(2)nt/ adjective springing up 
anew; being reborn. n renascence noun. 


rend verb (past & past participle rent) archaic 
tear or wrench forcibly. 
a literary cleave, lacerate, pull apart, rip, rupture, 
shred, split, tear. 


render /‘renda/ verb 1 cause to be or become. 2 
give in return; pay as due. 3 (often + to) give 
(assistance). 4 (often + fo) show (obedience etc.). 
5 present; submit. 6 archaic hand over. 7 repre- 
sent; portray; perform. 8 translate. 9 (often + 
down) melt (fat) down. 10 cover (stone or brick) 
with plaster. o rendering noun. 
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u 1 cause to be, make. 2 give, Pay, repa 

6 formal cede, deliver, furnish, give, Hani Orat i 
offer, present, proffer, provide, submit, Surrender 
tender, yield. 7 execute, interpret, perform play, ` 
produce, sing. Lis 


rendezvous /‘rondivu:/ noun (plural same 


/-vu:z/) 1 agreed or regular meeting-place. 2 
meeting by arrangement. © verb (rendezvouses 
/-vu:z/; rendezvoused /-vu:d/; rendezvousin 

/-vu:1n/) meet at rendezvous. 9 
n noun 2 appointment, assignation, colloquial 
date, engagement, meeting, archaic tryst. 


rendition /ren‘dif(a)n/ noun interpretation or 
rendering of dramatic or musical piece. 


renegade /‘renigeid/ noun deserter of party or 
principles. 
apostate, backslider, defector, deserter, 
fugitive, heretic, mutineer, outlaw, rebel, runaway, 
traitor, turncoat. 


renege /rini:g, rr'nerg/ verb (-ging) (often + on) 
go back on (promise etc.). 
m (renege on) abjure, back out of, break, default 
on, fail to keep, go back on, rat on, repudiate, 
welsh on. 


renew /ri'nju:/ verb 1 make new again; restore 
to original state. 2 replace. 3 repeat. 4 resume 
after interruption. 5 grant or be granted con- 
tinuation of (licence etc.). o renewable adjective. 
renewal noun. 
n 1 bring up to date, colloquial do up, give a facelift 
to, improve, mend, modernize, overhaul, 
recondition, reconstitute, recreate, redecorate, 
redesign, redevelop, redo, refit, refresh, refurbish, 
regenerate, reintroduce, rejuvenate, remake, 
remodel, renovate, repaint, repair, restore, 
resume, colloquial resurrect, revamp, revitalize, 
revive, touch up, transform, update. 2 refill, 
replace, replenish. 3 confirm, reaffirm, reiterate, 
repeat, restate. 4 come back to, pick up again, 
recommence, restart, resume, return to. 


rennet /‘renit/ noun curdled milk from calf's 
stomach, or artificial preparation, used in 
making cheese etc. 


renounce /ri'nauns/ verb (-cing) 1 consent 
formally to abandon. 2 repudiate; decline further 
association with. N 

u abandon, abdicate from, abjure, abstain from, 

desert, discard, disown, formal eschew, forgo, 

forsake, forswear, give up, quit, reject, relinquish, 

repudiate, resign from, spurn, surrender. 


renovate /'renəvert/ verb (-ting) restore to good 
condition; repair. o renovation noun. renovato 
noun. 

E See RENEW 1. o renovation improvement, 

modernization, overhaul, reconditioning, 

redevelopment, refit, refurbishment, renewal, 

repair, restoration, transformation, updating. 


renown /rrnaun/ noun fame; high distinction. 
o renowned adjective. 
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a a renowned celebrated, distinguished, 
eminent, famous, illustrious, noted, prominent, 
well known. 


rent! noun 1 periodical payment for use of land 
or premises. 2 payment for hire of machinery 
etc. © verb 1 (often + from) take, occupy, or use 
for rent. 2 (often + out) let or hire for rent. 3 (often 
+ at) be let at specified rate. 


a noun 2 fee, hire, instalment, payment, rental. 
o verb 1 charter, hire, lease. 2 (rent ouf) charter, 
hire (out), lease, let (out). 


rent? noun 1 tear in garment etc. 2 gap, cleft, 
fissure. 


| a 1 see SPLIT NOUN 2. 


rent? past & past participle of REND. 


rental /'rent(ə)l/ moun 1 amount paid or received 
as rent. 2 act of renting. 


rentier /‘ra tier/ noun person living on income 
from property or investments. [French] 


renunciation /rmansr'erf(ə)n/ noun renoun- 
cing; self-denial; giving up of things. 

reorganize /ri:'o:ganaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) organize differently. 0 reorganization 
noun. reorganizer noun. 


a rationalize, rearrange, redeploy, reshuffle, 
restructure. 


rep' noun colloquial representative, esp. sales- 
person. 


rep? noun colloquial 4 repertory. 2 repertory 
theatre or company. 


repair‘ /ri'pea/ verb 1 restore to good condition 
after damage or wear. 2 set right or make amends 
for. © noun.1 (result of) restoring to sound condi- 
tion. 2 good or relative condition for working or 
using. o repairable adjective. repairer noun. 

a verb 1 darn, fix, mend, overhaul, patch (up), put 

right, refit, renew, restore, service. 2 make amends 

for, make good, put right, rectify, set right. 


repair’ /rr'pea/ verb (usually + to) resort; go. 


reparable /‘reparab(a)l/ adjective that can be 
made good. 


reparation /repe'rers(a)n/ noun 1 making 
amends. 2 (esp. in plural) compensation. 
repartee /repa:'ti:/ noun (making of) witty 
retorts. 


repast /rr'pa:st/ noun formal meal. 


repatriate /ri:petrieit/ verb (-ting) return 
(person) to native land. o repatriation noun. 


repay /ri:'pei/ verb (past & past participle 
repaid) 1 pay back (money). 2 make repayment 
to (person). 3 make return for (action etc.); 
requite. orepayable adjective. repayment 
noun. 

m 1 give back, pay back, refund, reimburse, settle 

(a debt). 2 compensate, pay back, recompense, 

refund, reimburse, remunerate. 3 avenge, pay 

back, reciprocate, requite, retaliate, return, 

reward, take revenge for. 


rent | repetition 


repeal /rrpi:l/ verb annul 

ert , revoke. @noun 
a verb abolish, abrogate, annul, cancel, invalidate, 
nullify, rescind, reverse, revoke. 


repeat /rr'pi:t/ verb 1 say or do over again. 2 
recite, report. 3 recur. @noun 1 repeating. 2 
thing repeated, esp. broadcast. 3 Music Passage 
intended to be repeated. o repeatable adjective. 
repeatedly adverb. 

m verb 1 do again, duplicate, redo, rehearse, 

replay, replicate, reproduce, rerun, show again. 2 

echo, quote, recapitulate, recite, re-echo, 

Pcl mn reiterate, report, restate, retell, say 

again. 


repeater noun 1 person or thing that repeats. 
2 firearm that fires several shots without 
reloading. 3 watch that strikes last quarter etc. 
again when required. 4 device for retransmitting 
electrical message. 


repel /rrpel/ verb 1 drive back; ward off. 2 be 
repulsive or distasteful to. 3 resist mixing with. 
4 push away from itself. 

@ 1 drive away, drive back, fend off, fight off, hold 

off, keep at bay, keep away, parry, push away, 

rebuff, reject, repulse, resist, ward off, withstand. 2 

alienate, disgust, nauseate, offend, put off, revolt, 

sicken, colloquial turn off. 


repellent /ri‘pel(a)nt/ adjective 1 that repels. 2 
repulsive. © noun substance that repels. 


l m adjective 2 see REPULSIVE. 


repent /rrpent/ verb 1 (often + of) feel sorrow 
about one’s actions etc. 2 wish one had not done; 
resolve not to continue (wrongdoing etc.). 
o repentance noun. repentant adjective. 
u bemoan, bewail, lament, regret, reproach 
oneself for, rue. o repentance contrition, guilt, 
penitence, regret, remorse, self-accusation, 
self-reproach, shame, sorrow. repentant 
apologetic, ashamed, conscience-stricken, 
contrite, grief-stricken, guilt-ridden, guilty, 
penitent, regretful, remorseful, rueful, sorry. 


repercussion /ri:pa'kaJ(e)n/ noun 1 indirect 
effect or reaction following event etc. 2 recoil 
after impact. 


repertoire /‘repatwa:/ noun stock of works that 
performer etc. knows or is prepared to perform. 


repertory /'repətərı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 per- 
formance of various plays for short periods by 
one company. 2 repertory theatres collectively. 
3 store of information etc. 4 repertoire. O0 reper- 
tory company one performing plays from reper- 
toire. repertory theatre one with repertoire of 


plays. 4 
u 3 collection, repertoire, repository, reserve, 
| stock, store, supply. 
repetition /repa'tif(e)n/ noun 1 repeating, 
being repeated. 2 thing repeated. 3 copy. ū repe- 


titious adjective. repetitiousness noun. repeti- 
tive /ri'petativ/ adjective. 


repine | representation 


| m O repetitive boring, continual, incessant, 
iterative, monotonous, recurrent, repeated, 
| repetitious, tautologous, tedious, unchanging, 


| unvaried. 
[a a a T 
repine /ri'pam/ verb (-ning) (often + at, against) 
fret; be discontented. 
replace /ri'pleis/ verb (-cing) 1 put back in 
place. 2 take place of; be or provide substitute 
for. 3 (often + with, by) fill up place of. 4 renew. 
Oreplaceable adjective. 
m 1 put back, reinstate, restore, return. 2 come 
after, deputize for, follow, oust, stand in for, 
substitute for, succeed, supersede, supplant, take 
over from, take the place of. 4 change, renew, 
substitute. 


replacement noun 1 replacing, being 
replaced. 2 person or thing that replaces 
another. 


n 2 deputy, locum, proxy, stand-in, substitute, 
successor, understudy. 


replay verb /ri:'plet/ play (match, recording, 
etc.) again. © noun /'ri:pler/ replaying of match, 
recorded incident in game, etc. 

replenish /rrpleniJ/ verb (often + with) fill up 
again. o replenishment noun. 


a fill up, refill, renew, restock, top up. 


replete /rrpli:t/ adjective (often + with) 1 well 
fed. 2 filled or well supplied. o repletion noun. 

m 1 full, gorged, formal sated, satiated, stuffed, 

well fed. 2 crammed, full, colloquial jam-packed, 

overloaded, stuffed. 


replica /‘replike/ noun 1 exact copy, esp. dupli- 
cate made by original artist. 2 model, esp. 
small-scale. 

u 1 carbon copy, colloquial clone, copy, duplicate, 

facsimile, imitation, likeness, reproduction. 2 see 

MODEL noun 1,3. 


replicate /‘replikeit/ verb make replica of. 
a replication noun. 


reply /rr'plar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 (often + to) make 
an answer; respond. 2 say in answer. © noun 
(plural-ies) 1 replying. 2 what is replied. 

u verb 1 (reply to) see ACKNOWLEDGE 2, COUNTER? 
verb. 2 answer, rejoin, respond, retort. © noun 2 
acknowledgement, answer, slang comeback, 

reaction, rejoinder, response, retort, riposte. 


report /ri'po:t/ verb1 bring back or give account 
of; tell as news; describe, esp. as eyewitness. 2 
make official or formal statement. 3 (often + fo) 
bring to attention of authorities. 4 (often + to) 
present oneself as arrived. 5 take down, write 
description of, etc. for publication. 6 (+ to) be 
responsible to. @noun 1 account given or 
opinion formally expressed after investigation. 
2 description, reproduction, or summary of 
speech, law case, scene, etc., esp. for newspaper 
publication or broadcast. 3 common talk; 
rumour. 4 repute. 5 periodical statement on (esp. 
pupil’s) work etc. 6 sound of gunshot. o report- 
edly adverb. 


642 


m verb 1, 2 announce, broadcast, circulate 
communicate, declare, describe, disclose : 
divulge, document, give an account of, proclaim 
publish, put out, record, recount, reveal, state tell 
3 complain about, denounce, inform against, 4 > 
announce oneself, check in, clock in, introdu 
oneself, make oneself known, present oneself, 
signin. © noun 1,2 account, announcement : 
article, communication, communiqué, i 
description, dispatch, narrative, record, 
statement, story, write-up. 6 bang, blast, boom, 
crack, detonation, discharge, explosion, noise. 


reporter noun person employed to report news 
etc. for media. 

m columnist, commentator, correspondent, 

journalist, newscaster, newspaperman, 

newspaperwoman, news presenter, 

photojournalist. 


repose! /ripauz/ noun 1 rest; inactivity. 2 sleep. 
3 tranquillity. © verb (-sing) 1 rest. 2 lie, esp. 
when dead. 

m noun 1, 2 inactivity, quiescence, relaxation, 

respite, rest, sleep, poetical slumber. 3 calm, 

calmness, comfort, ease, peace, peacefulness, 

poise, quiet, quietness, serenity, stillness, 

tranquillity. 


repose? /rr'pəvz/ verb (-sing) (+ in) place (trust 
etc.) in. 


repository /rrpozitərı/ noun (plural -ies) 4 

place where things are stored or may be found. 2 
receptacle. 3 (often + of) book, person, etc. 
regarded as store of information, recipient of 
secrets etc. 


reprehend /reprrhend/ verb formal rebuke, 
blame. 


reprehensible /reprrhensıb(ə)l/ adjective 
blameworthy. 

@ blameworthy, culpable, deplorable, disgraceful, 

immoral, objectionable, regrettable, remiss, 

shameful, unworthy, wicked. 


represent /reprr'zent/ verb 1 stand for; corre- 
spond to. 2symbolize. 3 be specimen of. 4 present 
likeness of to mind or senses. 5 (often + as, fo w 
describe or depict; declare. 6 (represent onese! 
as) pose as. 7 (+ that) allege that. 8 show or play 
part of. 9 be substitute, deputy, or spokespemos 
for. 10 be elected by as member of legislature e 
u 1, 2 correspond to, embody, epitomize, express, 
indicate, mean, personify, signify, stand for, ; 
symbolize, typify. 3 be an example of, exemp! ify, 
illustrate, typify. 5 characterize, declare, define, 
delineate, depict, describe, draw, paint, picture, 
portray, reflect, show, sketch. 6 (represent = 
oneself as) assume the guise of, impersonate, 
masquerade as, pose as, present oneself as, iy, 
pretend to be. 8 actas, act out, enact, perform, P 
portray, present. 9 act for, act on behalf of, mie 
deputize for, speak for, stand in for, substitute 
un rep 
t repre- 


representation /reprizen'terJ(a)n/ no 
resenting, being represented. 2 thing tha 
sents another. 
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a 2 depiction, figure, icon, image, imitation, 
likeness, model, picture, portrait, portrayal, 
resemblance, semblance, statue. 


representational adjective (of art) seeking to 
portray objects etc. realistically. 


representative /reprrzentativ/ adjective 1 
typical of class. 2 containing typical specimens 
of all or many classes. 3 (of government etc.) of 
elected deputies or based on representation. 
o@noun 1 (+ of) sample, specimen, or typical 
embodiment of. 2 agent; salesperson. 3 delegate: 
substitute. 4 deputy, esp. in representative 
assembly. 

n adjective 1 archetypal, average, characteristic, 

illustrative, normal, typical. 3 chosen, democratic, 

elected, elective, popular. @ moun 2 agent, 
colloquial rep, salesman, salesperson, 
saleswoman, traveller. 3 ambassador, consul, 
delegate, deputy, diplomat, emissary, envoy, 
legate, proxy, spokesman, spokesperson, 

spokeswoman, stand-in, substitute. 4 

congressman, councillor, deputy, Member of 

Parliament, MP. 


repress /rr'pres/ verb 1 keep under; put down. 
2 suppress (esp. unwelcome thought). ore- 
pressed adjective. repression noun. repres- 
sive adjective. 
n 1 control, crush, curb, frustrate, inhibit, keep 
down, limit, oppress, overcome, put down, quell, 
restrain, subdue, subjugate, suppress. 2 bottle up, 
restrain, stifle, suppress. 0 repressed of person 
cold, frigid, frustrated, inhibited, neurotic, prim, 
tense, undemonstrative, colloquial uptight; of 
emotions bottled up, hidden, latent, subconscious, 
suppressed, unconscious, unfulfilled. 
repression authoritarianism, censorship, 
coercion, control, despotism, dictatorship, 
oppression, restraint, subjugation, totalitarianism, 
tyranny. repressive authoritarian, autocratic, 
brutal, coercive, cruel, despotic, dictatorial, 
fascist, harsh, illiberal, oppressive, restricting, 
severe, totalitarian, tyrannical, undemocratic, 
unenlightened. 


reprieve /rr'pri:v/ verb (-ving) 1 remit or post- 
pone execution of. 2 give respite to. enoun 
reprieving, being reprieved. 

a verb commute a sentence, forgive, let off, 

pardon, postpone execution, set free, spare. 

© noun amnesty, pardon, postponement, respite, 

stay of execution. 


reprimand /‘reprima:nd/ noun official rebuke. 
© verb rebuke officially. 

u noun admonition, castigation, censure, 
condemnation, criticism, colloquial dressing 
down, lecture, lesson, rebuke, remonstration, 
reproach, formal reproof, scolding, colloquial 
slating, colloquial talking-to, colloquial telling-off, 
colloquial ticking-off, upbraiding. @ verb 
admonish, berate, blame, colloquial carpet, 
castigate, censure, archaic chide, condemn, 
correct, criticize, disapprove of, find fault with, 
lecture, pull up, slang rap, rate, rebuke, formal 
reprehend, reproach, formal reprove, scold, 


representational | republican 


Colloquial slate, take to task, teacha lesson, 
colloquial tell off, colloquial tick off, upbraid. 


reprint verb jri'prmt/ print again. © noun 
['ri:prmt/ 1 reprinting of book etc. 2 quantity 
reprinted. 
reprisal /rrprarz(ə)l/ noun act of retaliation. 
u counter-attack, getting even, repayment, 
retaliation, retribution, revenge, vengeance. 


reprise /rr'pri:z/ noun Music repeated passage 
or song etc. 


repro /'ri:prau/ noun (plural-s) colloquial repro- 
duction, copy. 


reproach /rrpreut// verb express disapproval 
to (person) for fault etc. enoun 4 rebuke, 
censure. 2 (often + to) thing that brings discredit. 
verb censure, criticize, rebuke, reprimand, 
scold, upbraid. © noun 1 blame, censure, 
condemnation, criticism, disapproval, 
opprobrium, rebuke, scorn. 2 discredit, disgrace. 


reproachful adjective full of or expressing 
reproach. o reproachfully adverb. 

m admonitory, censorious, condemnatory, 

critical, disapproving, disparaging, reproving, 

scornful, withering. 


reprobate /‘reprabert/ noun unprincipled or 
immoral person. 

reproduce /ri:pra‘dju:s/ verb (-cing) 1 produce 
copy or representation of. 2 produce further 
members of same species by natural means. 3 
(reproduce itself) produce offspring. O repro- 
ducible adjective. 

m 1 copy, counterfeit, duplicate, forge, imitate, 

mimic, photocopy, print, redo, reissue, repeat, 

reprint, simulate. 2, 3 literary beget young, breed, 

increase, multiply, procreate, produce offspring, 

propagate, spawn. 


reproduction /ri:pra‘dakJ(@)n/ noun 1 repro- 
ducing, esp. of further members of same species. 
2 copy of work of art. @ adjective (of furniture 
etc.) imitating earlier style. a reproductive 
adjective. 

a noun 1 breeding, cloning, increase, multiplying, 

procreation, proliferation, propagation, spawning. 

2 copy, duplicate, facsimile, fake, forgery, 

Imitation, likeness, print, replica. 


reproof /ri'pru:f/ noun formal 1 blame. 2 
rebuke. 

reprove /ri'pru:v/ verb (-ving) formal rebuke. 

reptile /'reptail/ noun 1 cold-blooded scaly 
animal of class including snakes, lizards, etc. 2 
grovelling or repulsive person. 0 reptilian /-'tl-/ 
adjective. 

republic /r'pablik/ noun state in which 
supreme power is held by the people or their 
elected representatives. 


republican adjective 1 of or characterizing 
republic(s). 2 advocating or supporting repub- 
lican government. @ noun 1 supporter or advo- 
cate of republican government. 2 (Republican) 


repudiate | resemble 


member of political party styled ‘Republican’. 
o republicanism noun. 
repudiate /rr'pju:diert/ verb (-ting) 1 disown; 

disavow; deny. 2 refuse to recognize or obey 

(authority) or discharge (obligation or debt). 

o repudiation noun 

| m 1 deny, disagree with, discard, disown, dispute, 
rebuff, reject, renounce, scorn, turn down. 2 go 
back on, recant, renounce, rescind, retract, 


| reverse, revoke. 


repugnance /ri'pagnans/ noun 1 aversion, 
antipathy. 2 inconsistency or incompatibility of 
ideas etc. 

repugnant /rr'pagn(a)nt/ adjective 1 distaste- 
ful. 2 contradictory. 


| m 1 see REPULSIVE. 


repulse /ri'pals/ verb (-sing) 1 drive back. 2 
rebuff, reject. © noun 1 defeat. 2 rebuff. 

repulsion /ri'palf(e)n/ noun 1 aversion, 
disgust. 2 Physics tendency of bodies to repel 
each other. 

repulsive /rr'palsıv/ adjective causing aversion 
or loathing. o repulsively adverb. 

| m abhorrent, abominable, colloquial beastly, 

disagreeable, disgusting, distasteful, distressing, 

foul, gross, hateful, hideous, loathsome, nasty, 

| nauseating, nauseous, objectionable, obnoxious, 

odious, offensive, off-putting, repellent, 

repugnant, revolting, colloquial sick, sickening, 

ugly, unattractive, unpalatable, unpleasant, 

unsavoury, unsightly, vile. 


reputable /'repjutəb(ə)l/ adjective of good repu- 
tation; respectable. 

m dependable, esteemed, famous, good, highly 

regarded, honourable, honoured, prestigious, 

reliable, respectable, respected, trustworthy, 

unimpeachable, well thought of, worthy. 


reputation /repju'ter{(a)n/ noun 1 what is gen- 
erally said or believed about character of person 
or-thing. 2 credit; respectability. 
u character, archaic fame, name, prestige, 
renown, repute, standing, stature, status. 


repute /rr'pju:t/ noun reputation. © verb (as 
reputed adjective) be generally considered. 
o reputedly adverb. 

a verb (reputed) alleged, assumed, believed, 

considered, formal deemed, famed, judged, 

purported, reckoned, regarded, rumoured, said, 

Supposed, thought. 


request /ri'kwest/ noun 1 asking for something. 
2 thing asked for. everb 1 ask to be given, 
allowed, etc. 2 (+ to do) ask (person) to do some- 
thing. 3 (+ that) ask that. 

u noun appeal, application, call, demand, 
entreaty, petition, plea, prayer, requisition, 
solicitation, literary supplication. © verb 4 appeal 
for, apply for, ask for, beg, beseech, call for, claim, 
demand, desire, entreat, implore, petition for, pray 
for, requisition, seek, solicit, literary supplicate for. 
2 adjure, appeal to, apply to, ask, beg, beseech, 

* entreat, implore, importune, invite, petition, 
; require, literary supplicate. 
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Requiem /‘rekwiam/ noun (also 
RC Church mass for the dead. requiem) esp, 


require /rrkwata/ verb (-rin ) 1 need; 

for success etc. 2 lay down as tadon 

3 command; instruct. 4 demand; insist oo 

0 required adjective. requirement noun, = 
n 1 be missing, be short of, call for, demand 
depend on, lack, necessitate, need, want. 3 5 
coerce, command, compel, direct, force, instruct. 
make, oblige, order, put pressure on, request. 4 : 
call for, demand, insist on. o required see 
REQUISITE. requirement condition, demand, 
essential, necessity, need, Precondition, 
prerequisite, provision, proviso, qualification, sine 
qua non, stipulation. 


requisite /‘rekwizit/ adjective required, neces- 
sary. © noun (often + for) thing needed. 

a adjective compulsory, essential, imperative, 

indispensable, mandatory, necessary, needed, 

obligatory, prescribed, required, Set, stipulated. 


requisition /rekwr'z1J(a)n/ noun 1 official order 
laying claim to use of property or materials, 2 
formal written demand. © verb demand use or 
supply of. 

u noun 2 application, authorization, demand, 

mandate, order, request, voucher. © verb 

appropriate, commandeer, confiscate, demand, 

expropriate, occupy, order, request, seize, take 

over, take possession of. 


requite /ri'kwait/ verb (-ting) 1 make return for. 
2 reward; avenge. 3 (often + for) give in return. 
o requital noun. 

reredos /'riadvs/ noun ornamental screen 
covering wall above back of altar. 

rescind /ri'smd/ verb abrogate, revoke, cancel. 
o rescission /-'s13-/ noun. 

rescue /‘reskju:/ verb (-ues, -ued, -uing) 1 (often 
+ from) save or set free from danger or harm. 
2 recover. @noun rescuing, being rescued. 
o rescuer noun. 

u verb 1 deliver, emancipate, extricate, free, let go, 

liberate, loose, ransom, release, save, set free. 2 

get back, recover, retrieve, salvage. © noun 

deliverance, emancipation, freeing, liberation, 

recovery, release, relief, salvage. 


research /rr'ss:tf, 'ri:s3:tf/ noun systemens 
investigation of materials, sources, etc. to em z 
lish facts. © verb do research into (subject) or 
(book etc.). o researcher noun. 

a noun analysis, enquiry, examination, 

experimentation, exploration, fact-finding, 

inquiry, investigation, scrutiny, searching, Study- 

© verb colloquial check out, delve into, 

investigate, probe, search, study. 


resemble /rr'zemb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) be like; have 
similarity to. o resemblance noun. Tar 
| m approximate to, bear resemblance to, be Smia 
to, compare with, look like, mirror, sound like, 
after. 0 resemblance affinity, closeness, 
coincidence, comparability, comparison, 
conformity, congruity, correspondence, 
equivalence, likeness, similarity, similitude. 
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resent /rrzent/ verb feel indignation at; be 
aggrieved by. o resentful adjective. resentfully 
adverb. resentment noun. 
n begrudge, dislike, envy, feel bitter about, 
grudge, grumble at, object to, take exception to, 
take umbrage at. o resentful aggrieved, angry, 
annoyed, begrudging, bitter, disgruntled, 
displeased, embittered, envious, grudging, hurt, 
indignant, irked, jaundiced, jealous, malicious, 
offended, colloquial peeved, put out, rancorous, 
spiteful, unfriendly, ungenerous, upset, vexed, 
vindictive. resentment anger, animosity, 
bitterness, discontent, envy, grudge, hatred, hurt, 
ill will, indignation, irritation, jealousy, 
malevolence, malice, pique, rancour, Spite, 
unfriendliness, vexation, vindictiveness. 


reservation /reza'verf(a)n/ noun 1 reserving, 
being reserved. 2 thing reserved (e.g. room in 
hotel). 3 spoken or unspoken limitation or excep- 
tion. 4 (in full central reservation) strip of land 
between carriageways of road. 5 area reserved 
for occupation of aboriginal peoples. 6 area 
reserved as habitat for wildlife. 
© 2 appointment, booking. 3 condition, doubt, 
hesitation, misgiving, proviso, qualification, 
qualm, reluctance, reticence, scepticism, scruple. 
6 see RESERVE noun 9. 


reserve /rr'z3:v/ verb (-ving) 1 put aside or keep 
back for later occasion or special use. 2 order to 
be retained or allocated for person at particular 
time. 3 retain; secure. © noun 1 thing reserved 
for future use. 2 limitation or exception attached 
to something. 3 self-restraint; reticence. 4 com- 
pany’s profit added to capital. 5 (in singular or 
plural) assets kept readily available. 6 (in singu- 
lar or plural) troops withheld from action to 
reinforce or protect others. 7 (in singular or 
Plural) forces outside regular ones but available 
in emergency. 8 extra player chosen as possible 
substitute in team. 9 land reserved for special 
use, esp. as habitat. 
u verb 1 earmark, hoard, hold back, keep, keep 
back, preserve, put aside, retain, save, set aside, 
stockpile, store up. 2 colloquial bag, book, order, 
pay for. 3 keep, retain, secure. © noun 1 cache, 
fund, hoard, nest egg, reservoir, savings, stock, 
stockpile, store, supply. 3 aloofness, caution, 
modesty, quietness, reluctance, reticence, 
self-consciousness, self-effacement, shyness, 
stand-offishness, taciturnity, timidity. 6, 7 backup; 
(reserves) auxiliaries, reinforcements. 8 deputy, 
replacement, standby, stand-in, substitute, 
understudy. 9 game park, preserve, protected 
area, reservation, safari park, sanctuary. 


reserved adjective 1 reticent, uncommunica- 
tive. 2 set apart for particular use. 
E 1 see RETICENT (RETICENCE). 


reservist noun member of reserve forces. 

reservoir /‘rezavwa:/ noun 1 large natural or 
artificial lake as source of water supply. 2 recep- 
tacle for fluid. 3 supply of facts etc. 

reshuffle /ri:'Saf(a)l/ verb (-ling) 1 shuffleagain. 
2 change posts of (government ministers etc.). 
© noun reshuffling. 


resent | resist 


reside [rr'zaid/ verb (-ding) 1 have one's home. 
2 (+ in) (of right etc.) be vested in. 3 (+ in) (of 
quality) be present in. 
u 1 (reside in) dwell in, inhabit, live in, lodge in, 
occupy, settle in. 


residence ['rezid(a)ns/ noun residing. 2 place 
where one resides. 3 house, esp. large one. gin 
residence living or working at specified place. 

u 2 abode, address, domicile, dwelling, dwelling 

place, habitation, home, house, quarters, seat. 


resident /'rezıd(ə)nt/ noun 1 (often + of) per- 
manent inhabitant. 2 guest staying at hotel. 
© adjective 1 residing, in residence. 2 living at 
one’s workplace etc. 3 (+ in) located in. 

m noun 1 citizen, denizen, dweller, householder, 

inhabitant, local, native. @ adjective 1 in 

residence, permanent, remaining, staying. 


residential /rezrdenJ(a)l/ adjective 4 suitable 
for or occupied by dwellings. 2 used as residence. 
3 connected with residence. 

residual /rrzidjuel/ adjective left as residue or 
residuum. 


u abiding, continuing, leftover, outstanding, 
persisting, remaining, surviving, unconsumed, 
unused. 


residuary /ri'zidjuart/ adjective 1 of the residue 
ofan estate. 2 residual. 

residue /‘rezidju:/ moun 1 remainder; what is 
left over. 2 what remains of estate when liabil- 
ities have been discharged. 

residuum /rrzidjoam/ noun (plural-dua) 1 sub- 
stance left after combustion or evaporation. 2 
residue. 

resign /rrzam/ verb 1 (often + from) give up job, 
position, etc. 2 relinquish, surrender. 3 (resign 
oneself to) accept (situation etc.) reluctantly. 

a 1, 2 abandon, abdicate, colloquial chuck in, 

forsake, give up, leave, quit, relinquish, renounce, 

retire, stand down, step down, surrender, vacate. 3 

(resign oneself to) see ACCEPT 5. 


resignation /rezig'neif(o)n/ noun 1 resigning, 
esp. from job or office. 2 reluctant acceptance of 
the inevitable. 

resigned adjective 1 (often + fo) havingresigned 
oneself; resolved to endure. 2 indicative of this. 
dresignedly /-nidli/ adverb. 


| see PATIENT adjective. 


resilient /rrziliant/ adjective 1 resuming ori- 
ginal form after compression etc. 2 readily 
recovering from setback. a resilience noun. 
m 1 bouncy, elastic, plastic, pliable, rubbery, 
springy, supple. 2 adaptable, buoyant, 
irrepressible, strong, tough, unstoppable. 


resin /'rezm/ oun 1 sticky secretion of trees and 
plants. 2 (in full synthetic resin) organic com- 
pound made by polymerization etc. and used in 
plastics. @ verb (-n-) rub or treat with resin. 
o resinous adjective. 

resist /rr'zıst/ verb 1 withstand action or effect 
of. 2abstain from (pleasure etc.). 3striveagainst; 


resistance | respect 


oppose. 4 offer opposition. a resistible adjective. 
n 1 check, confront, face up to, hold one's ground 
against, hold out against, keep at bay, stand up to, 

i withstand. 2 see ABSTAIN 1. 3, 4 counteract, defy, 

| fight, hinder, impede, inhibit, oppose, struggle 

| against. 


resistance /rrzist(s)ns/ noun 1 resisting. 2 
power to resist. 3 ability to withstand disease. 4 
impeding effect exerted by one thing on another. 
5 Physics property of hindering passage of elec- 
tric current, heat, etc. 6 resistor. 7 secret organ- 
ization resisting regime, esp. in occupied 
country. o resistant adjective. 

a o resistant defiant, hostile, intransigent, 

invulnerable, obstinate, opposed, refractory, 

stubborn, uncooperative, unresponsive, 
unyielding; (resistant to, against) impervious to, 
invulnerable to, opposed to, proof against, 
unaffected by, unsusceptible to, unyielding to. 


resistor noun device having resistance to 
passage of electric current. 


resit verb /ri:'sit/ (-tt-; past & past participle 
resat) sit (exam) again after failing. © noun 
/'ri:stt/ 1 resitting of exam. 2 exam for this. 


resoluble /rrzoljub(ə)l/ adjective 1 resolvable. 
2 (+ into) analysable into. 


resolute /'rezəlu:t/ adjective determined, 

decided; purposeful. o resolutely adverb. reso- 

luteness noun. 

| m adamant, bold, committed, constant, 

| courageous, decided, decisive, determined, 
dogged, firm, immovable, immutable, 
indefatigable, inflexible, obstinate, persevering, 
persistent, pertinacious, relentless, resolved, 

| single-minded, staunch, steadfast, 
strong-minded, strong-willed, stubborn, tireless, 

i unbending, undaunted, unflinching, unshakeable, 
unswerving, untiring, unwavering. 


resolution /reza‘lu:J(a)n/ moun 1 resolute 
temper or character. 2 thing resolved on. 3 
formal expression of opinion of meeting. 4 (+ of ) 
solving of question etc. 5 resolving, being 
resolved. 
m 1 boldness, commitment, constancy, 
determination, devotion, doggedness, firmness, 
obstinacy, perseverance, persistence, pertinacity, 
purposefulness, resolve, single-mindedness, 
staunchness, steadfastness, stubbornness, 
tenacity, will-power. 2 commitment, oath, pledge, 
promise, resolve, undertaking, vow. 3 decision, 
motion, proposal, proposition, statement. 4 
answer, disentanglement, settlement, solution, 
sorting out. 


resolve [rr'zolv/ verb (-ving) 1 make up one’s 
mind; decide firmly. 2 cause to do this. 3 solve, 
settle. 4 (+ that) pass resolution by vote. 5 (often 
+ into) (cause to) separate into constituent parts; 
analyse. 6 Music convert or be converted into 
concord. @ noun 1 firm mental decision. 2 deter- 
mination. o resolved adjective. 
m verb 1 agree, conclude, decide, determine, fix, 
make a decision, make up one's mind, opt, settle, 
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undertake. 3 answer, clear up, disentan 

out, settle, solve, sort out, work out, 4 cen 
elect, pass a resolution, vote. © noun see | 
RESOLUTION 1. 


resonant /'rezanent/ adjective 4 e 


resounding; continuing to sound. 2 E a 


inforcement or prolongation 
vibration. o resonance noun. Srey 
u 1 booming, echoing, full, pulsating, resoundi 

reverberant, reverberating, rich, ringing, nding, 
sonorous, thunderous, vibrant, vibrating. 


of sound, 


resonate /'rezənert/ verb (-ting) produce or 
show resonance; resound. o resonator noun, 


resort /rr'zo:t/ noun 1 place frequented, esp. for 
holidays etc. 2 thing to which recourse is had; 
expedient. 3 (+ to) recourse to; use of. © verb (+ 
to) 1 turn to as expedient. 2 go often or in 
numbers to. din the or as a last resort when all 
else has failed. 
a noun 1 holiday town, retreat, spa, watering 
place. 2 alternative, course of action, expedient, 
option, recourse, refuge, remedy, reserve. © verb 
(resort to) 1 fall back on, have recourse to, make 
use of, turn to, use. 2 frequent, go to, slang hang 
out in, haunt, invade, patronize, visit. 


resound /ri'zaund/ verb 1 (often + with) ring, 
echo. 2 produce echoes; go on sounding; fill place 
with sound. 3 be much talked of. 4 produce sensa- 
tion. 


@ 1,2 boom, echo, pulsate, resonate, reverberate, 
ring, rumble, thunder, vibrate. 


resounding adjective 1 ringing, echoing. 2 
untnistakable; emphatic. 


l E 1 see RESONANT 1. 


resource /rrzo:s/ noun 1 expedient, device. 2 
(often in plural) means available. 3 (often in 
plural) stock that can be drawn on. 4 (in plural) 
country’s collective wealth. 5 (in plural) 
person’s inner strength. 6 skill in devising expe 
dients. © verb (-cing) provide with resources. 


m 2-4 (resources) assets, capital, funds, 
materials, means, money, possessions, property, 
raw materials, reserves, riches, wealth. 


resourceful adjective good at devising expedi- 
ents. o resourcefully adverb. resourcefulnes: 
noun. ; 

a clever, creative, enterprising, imaginative, 

ingenious, innovative, inspired, inventive, 

original, skilful, smart, talented. 


i .2 
respect /rr'spekt/ noun 1 deferential esteem. 
G oJ, for) heed, regard. 3 detail, aspect. 4 a 
ence, relation. 5 (in plural) polite gree ie 
© verb 1 regard with deference or Coban jer 
with consideration. 3 spare. 0 respec 
tive. respectfully adverb. 
u noun 4 admiration, appreciation, ae a 
consideration, courtesy, deference, es oe i 
homage, honour, liking, love, politeness, vial 
reverence, tribute, veneration. 3 aspect are, 
characteristic, detail, element, facet, epe 
particular, point, property, quality, trait, 
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© verb 1 admire, appreciate, be polite to, defer to, 
esteem, have high regard for, honour, look upto, 
pay homage to, revere, reverence, think well of, 
value, venerate. O respectful admiring, civil, 
considerate, cordial, courteous, deferential, 
dutiful, gentlemanly, gracious, humble, ladylike, 
obliging, polite, proper, reverent, reverential, 
servile, subservient, thoughtful, well mannered. 


respectable adjective 1 of acceptable social 

standing; decent in appearance or behaviour. 2 

reasonably good in condition, appearance, size, 

etc. o respectability noun. respectably adverb. 
a 1 chaste, decent, decorous, dignified, genteel, 
honest, honourable, law-abiding, modest, 
presentable, proper, refined, respected, seemly, 
unimpeachable, upright, worthy. 2 see 
CONSIDERABLE 1. 


respecting preposition with regard to. 


respective /ri'spektrv/ adjective of or relating 
to each of several individually. 


a individual, own, particular, personal, relevant, 
separate, several, special, specific. 


respectively adverb for each separately or in 
turn, and in the order mentioned. 


respiration /respa'res(@)n/ noun 1 breathing. 
2 single breath in or out. 3 plant’s absorption of 
oxygen and emission of carbon dioxide. 


respirator /‘respareita/ noun 1 apparatus worn 
over mouth and nose to filter inhaled air. 2 appar- 
atus for maintaining artificial respiration. 

respire /ri'spata/ verb (-ring) 1 breathe. 2 inhale 
and exhale. 3 (of plant) carry out respiration. 
Orespiratory /-'spur-/ adjective. 

respite /‘respait/ noun 1 interval of rest or 
relief. 2 delay permitted before discharge of 
obligation or suffering of penalty. 

8 1 break, colloquial breather, holiday, 

intermission, interruption, interval, colloquial 

let-up, lull, pause, recess, relaxation, relief, rest, 

time off, time out, vacation. 2 delay, hiatus, pause, 

reprieve, stay. 


resplendent /rrsplend(e)nt/ adjective bril- 
liant; dazzlingly or gloriously bright. o resplen- 
dence noun. 


a bright, brilliant, dazzling, glittering, shining, 
splendid. 


respond /ri'spond/ verb 1 answer, reply. 2 
(often + fo) act etc: in response. 
m 1 answer, counter, reply, retort; (respond to) 
acknowledge, return. 2 see REACT 1. s 


respondent noun defendant, esp. in appeal or 
divorce case. © adjective in position of defendant. 

response /ri'sppns/ noun 1 answer, reply. 2 
action, feeling, etc. caused by stimulus etc. 3 
(often in plural) part of liturgy said or sung in 
answer to priest. 

@ 1 acknowledgement, answer, slang comeback, 

counter, feedback, reaction, rejoinder, reply, 

retort, riposte. 2 reaction, reflex. 


responsibility /risponsa'biliti/ noun (plural 


respectable | restaurant 


cles) 1 (often + for, of) being responsible. 2 
authority. 3 person or thing for which one is 
responsible. 


responsible /ri'sponsab(e)!/ adjective 1 (often 
+ to, for) liable to be called to account. 2 morally 
accountable for actions. 3 of good credit and 
repute; trustworthy. 4 (often + for) being the 
cause. 5 involving responsibility. o responsibly 
adverb. 
u 1, 2 accountable, answerable, liable. 3 
concerned, conscientious, creditable, 
dependable, diligent, dutiful, ethical, honest, 
law-abiding, loyal, mature, moral, reliable, 
sensible, sober, steady, thinking, thoughtful, 
trustworthy. 4 at fault, culpable, guilty, to blame. 5 
burdensome, decision-making, executive, 
important, managerial, top. 


responsive /rr'sponstv/ adjective 1 (often + to) 
responding readily (to some influence); sympa- 
thetic. 2 answering; by way of answer. ore- 
sponsiveness noun. 

a 1 alert, alive, aware, impressionable, interested, 

open, perceptive, receptive, sensitive, sharp, 

sympathetic, warm-hearted, wide awake, willing. 


rest! verb 1 cease from exertion or action. 2 be 
still or asleep, esp. to recover strength. 3 lie in 
death. 4 give relief or repose to. 5 be left without 
further investigation or discussion. 6 (+ on, 
upon, against) place, lie, or lean on. 7 (+ on, upon) 
depend on. 8 (as rested adjective) refreshed by 
resting. @ noun 1 repose or sleep; resting; inac- 
tivity. 2 break. 3 prop or support for steadying 
something. 4 Music (sign denoting) interval of 
silence. oat rest not moving; not agitated or 
troubled. come to rest stop moving. rest-cure 
prolonged rest as medical treatment. rest home 
place where elderly or convalescent people are 
cared for. restroom esp. US public lavatory. set 
at rest settle; reassure. 
m verb 1, 2 be still, doze, idle, laze, lie back, lie 
down, lounge, colloquial nod off, recline, relax, 
sleep, colloquial snooze, take a nap, take it easy, 
unwind. 6 lean, place, position, prop, set, stand, 
support. 7 (rest on) depend on, hang on, hinge on, 
rely on, turn on. © noun 1 ease, idleness, 
inactivity, indolence, leisure, loafing, nap, quiet, 
relaxation, relief, repose, respite, siesta, sleep. 2 
break, colloquial breather, breathing-space, 
hiatus, holiday, interlude, intermission, interval, 
colloquial let-up, lull, pause, recess, respite, time 
off, vacation. 3 base, brace, bracket, holder, prop, 
stand, support, trestle, tripod. o come to rest see 
HALT" verb. 


rest? noun (the rest) remainder or. remaining 
parts or individuals. © verb 1 remain in specified 
state. 2 (+ with) be left in the charge of. o forthe 
rest as regards anything else. 


| a noun (the rest) see REMAINDER NOUN 1, 2. 


restaurant /‘restaront/ noun public premises 
where meals may be bought and eaten. 

w bistro, brasserie, buffet, café, cafeteria, 

canteen, carvery, US diner, dining room, eating 

place, grill, refectory, snack bar, steakhouse. 


restaurateur | retake 


restaurateur /restare'ts:/ noun keeper of res- 
taurant. 

restful adjective quiet, soothing. 

u calm, calming, comfortable, leisurely, peaceful, 

quiet, relaxed, relaxing, soothing, still, tranquil, 

undisturbed, unhurried, untroubled. 


restitution /restr'tju:J(@)n/ noun 1 restoring of 
property etc. to its owner. 2 reparation. 
restive /‘restiv/ adjective 1 fidgety. 2 intract- 
able; resisting control. 
restless adjective 1 without rest. 2 uneasy, agit- 
ated. 3 fidgeting; unable to stay still. o restlessly 
adverb. restlessness noun. 
n 1 disturbed, interrupted, sleepless, unsettled, 
wakeful. 2, 3 agitated, anxious, edgy, excitable, 
fidgety, highly-strung, hyperactive, impatient, 
colloquial jittery, jumpy, nervous, on tenterhooks, 
restive, skittish, troubled, uneasy, worked up, 
worried. 


restoration /restə'rerf(ə)n/ noun 1 restoring, 
being restored. 2 model or drawing representing 
supposed original form of thing. 3 (Restoration) 
re-establishment of British monarchy in 1660. 
restorative /ri'stvrativ/ adjective tending to 
restore health or strength. © noun restorative 
food, medicine, etc. 
restore /ri'sto:/ verb (-ring) 1 bring back to ori- 
ginal state by rebuilding, repairing, etc. 2 give 
back. 3 reinstate; bring back to former place, con- 
dition, or use. 4 bring back to good health. 5 make 
restoration of (extinct animal, ruined building, 
etc.). O restorer noun. 
u 1 clean, colloquial do up, fix, make good, mend, 
rebuild, recondition, reconstruct, refurbish, renew, 
renovate, repair, touch up. 2 bring back, give back, 
make restitution for, put back, replace, return. 3 
bring back, re-establish, rehabilitate, reinstate, 
reintroduce, rekindle, revive. 4 cure, nurse, 
rejuvenate, resuscitate, revitalize. 


restrain /ri'strem/ verb 1 (usually + from) check 
or hold in; keep under conirol. 2 repress. 3 
confine. orestrainable adjective. restrained 
adjective. 

| m 1,2 check, control, curb, govern, hold back, 
inhibit, keep back, keep under control, limit, 
regulate, rein in, repress, restrict, stifle, stop, 
subdue, suppress. 3 arrest, bridle, confine, detain, 
fetter, handcuff, harness, imprison, incarcerate, 
jail, keep under lock and key, lock up, manacle, 
muzzle, pinion, tie up. 0 restrained see CALM 
adjective 2, DISCREET 3. 


restraint /rr'stremt/ noun 1 restraining, being 
restrained. 2 restraining agency or influence. 3 
self-control; moderation. 4 reserve of manner. 
restrict /ri'strikt/ verb 1 confine, limit. 2 with- 
hold from general disclosure. o restriction 
noun, 
m 1 circumscribe, confine, control, cramp, delimit, 
enclose, impede, imprison, inhibit, keep within 
bounds, limit, regulate, restrain. o restriction 
ban, check, constraint, control, curb, curfew, 
inhibition, limit, limitation, proviso, qualification, 
regulation, restraint, rule, stipulation. 
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restrictive /ri'striktiv/ adject i 
ūrestrictive practice pete one 
that limits competition or output in industry, a 
result [rrzalt/ noun 1 consequence, issue. 2 
isfactory outcome. 3 answer etc. got by calc ah 
tion. 4 (in plural) list of scores, winners ete, te 
sporting events or exams. © verb 4 (often + fro y 
arise as consequence. 2 (+ in) end in. ra 


@ noun 1 conclusion, consequence, e 

product, fruit, issue, outcome, eaa 
upshot. 3 answer, product, score, total. © verb 1 
arise, be produced, come about, develop, 
emanate, emerge, ensue, follow, happen, issue 
occur, proceed, spring, stem, turn out. 2 (result in) 
see CAUSE Verb 1. 


resultant adjective resulting. © noun force etc. 
equivalent to two or more acting in different dir- 
ections at same point. 


resume /rrzju:m/ verb (-ming) 1 begin again; 
recommence. 2 take again or back. d resump- 
tion /-'zamp-/ noun. resumptive /-'zamp-/ adjec- 
tive. 

m 1 begin again, carry on, continue, proceed, 

recommence, reconvene, reopen, restart. 

o resumption continuation, recommencement, 

reopening, restart. 


résumé /‘rezjume!/ noun summary. 


resurgent /r1's3:d3(a)nt/ adjective rising or 
arising again. 0 resurgence noun. 
resurrect /rezə'rekt/ verb 1 raise or rise from 
dead. 2 colloquial revive practice or memory of. 
a 1 breathe new life into, bring back, raise (from 
the dead), restore to life, resuscitate, revive, rise 
(from the dead). 2 see RENEW 1. 


resurrection /rezo'rekJ(a)n/ noun 1 rising 
from the dead. 2 revival from disuse or decay etc. 


resuscitate /ri'sasiteit/ verb (ting) 1 revive 
from unconsciousness or apparent death. 2 
revive, restore. o resuscitation noun. 


retail /'ri:te1l/ noun sale of goods to the public in 
small quantities. © adjective & adverb by retail; 
at retail price. © verb 1 sell by retail. 2 (often + 
at, of) (of goods) be sold by retail. 3 (also Jrrted/) 
recount. o retailer noun. ; 
retain /rrtem/ verb 1 keep possession 0f con- 
tinue l have, use, etc. 2 keep in mind. 3 non 
(moisture). 4 keep in place; hold fixed. 5 secu 
services of (esp. barrister) by preliminary trol 
u 1 hang on to, hold, hold back, keep, keep con 
of, maintain, preserve, reserve, Save. 2 keep pied : 
mind, learn, memorize, remember. 3 absorb, 


up. 


retainer noun 1 fee for securing P 
vices. 2 faithful servant. 3 reduced 7a "Ponor 
retain unoccupied accommodation. Pp 
thing that retains. ies 

retake verb /ristetk/ (-king; past ee pe i 
participle retaken) 1 take (photogr isterk/ 4 
etc.) again. 2 recapture. Konon -ha of exam 
filming, recording, etc. again- 2 taking 
etc. again. 
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retaliate /rrtælert/ verb (-ting) repay in kind; 
attack in return. o retaliation noun. retaliatory 
/-'teeljat-/ adjective. 
@ avenge oneself, be revenged, counter-attack, 
exact retribution, get even, colloquial get one's 
own back, give tit for tat, hit back, pay back, repay, 
retort, revenge oneself, seek retribution, settle a 
score, strike back, take revenge, wreak 
vengeance. O retaliation counter-attack, reprisal, 
retribution, revenge, vengeance. 


retard /rrta:d/ verb 1 make slow or late. 2 delay 
progress or accomplishment of. o retardant 
adjective & noun. retardation /ri:-/ noun. 
-a check, delay, handicap, hinder, hold back, hold 
up, impede, obstruct, postpone, put back, set 
back, slow down. 


retarded adjective backward in mental or phys- 
ical development. 


| 0 see BACKWARD 3. 


retch verb make motion of vomiting. 


retention /rrtenf(ə)n/ noun retaining, being 
retained. 
retentive /ri'tentiv/ adjective 1 tending to 
retain. 2 (of memory) not forgetful. 
rethink verb /ri:'6mk/ (past & past participle 
rethought /-'69:t/) consider again, esp. with view 
to making changes. © noun /'ri:6mk/ rethinking, 
reassessment. 
reticence /‘retis(o)ns/ noun 1 avoidance of 
saying all one knows or feels. 2 taciturnity. 
o reticent adjective. 
a o reticent aloof, antisocial, bashful, cautious, 
cold, cool, demure, diffident, discreet, distant, 
modest, quiet, remote, reserved, restrained, 
retiring, secretive, self-conscious, self-effacing, 
shy, silent, stand-offish, taciturn, timid, 
uncommunicative, undemonstrative, unemotional, 
unforthcoming, unresponsive, unsociable, 
withdrawn. 


reticulate verb /rrtikjulert/ (-ting) divide or be 

divided in fact or appearance into network. 
© adjective /ri'tikjulet/ reticulated. o reticula- 
tion noun. 


retina /'retmə/ noun (plural -s or -nae /-ni:/) 
light-sensitive layer at back of eyeball. o retinal 
adjective. 

retinue /‘retmju:/ noun group of’ people 
attending important person. 


a attendants, company, entourage, followers, 
hangers-on, servants, train. 


retire /rr'tara/ verb (-ring) 1 leave office or 
employment, esp. because of age. 2 cause 
(employee) to retire. 3 withdraw, retreat. 4 seek 
seclusion or shelter. 5 go to bed. 6 Cricket (of 
batsman) suspend one’s innings. oretired 
adjective. : 
m 1 give up, leave, quit, resign. 3, 4 become 
reclusive, cloister oneself, go away, go into retreat, 
retreat from the world, sequester oneself, 
withdraw. 


retaliate | retrieve 


retirement noun 1 retiring. 2 period spent 
as retired person. 3 seclusion. o retirement 
pension pension paid by state to retired people 
above certain age. 

retiring adjective shy; fond of seclusion. 


retort! /rrta:t/ noun incisive, witty, or angry 
eR © verb 1 say by way of retort. 2 repay in 
ind. 


noun answer, slang comeback, rebuttal, 

rejoinder, reply, response, retaliation, riposte. 
© verb 1 answer, counter, react, rejoin, reply, 
respond, return. 2 see RETALIATE. 


retort? /rrto:t/ noun 4 vessel with long 
downward-bent neck for distilling liquids. 2 
vessel for heating coal to generate gas. 


retouch /ri:'tat{/ verb improve (esp. photo- 
graph) by minor alterations. 


retrace /rrtrets/ verb (-cing) 1 go back over 
(one’s steps etc.). 2 trace back to source or begin- 
ning. 

retract /ri'trekt/ verb 1 withdraw (statement 
etc.). 2 draw or be drawn back or in. o retract- 
able adjective. retraction noun. 

m 1 cancel, disclaim, disown, forswear, have 

second thoughts about, recant, renounce, repeal, 

repudiate, rescind, reverse, revoke, withdraw. 2 

draw in, pull back, pull in. 


retractile /ri'treektatl/ adjective retractable. 


retread verb /ri:'tred/ 1 (past retrod; past parti- 
ciple retrodden) tread (path etc.) again. 2 (past 
and past participle retreaded) put new tread on 
(tyre). @ noun /'ri:tred/ retreaded tyre. 


retreat /rrtri:t/ verb 1 go back, retire. 2 recede. 
@noun 1 (signal for) act of retreating. 2 with- 
drawing into privacy. 3 place of seclusion or 
shelter. 4 period of seclusion for prayer and 
meditation. 
m verb 1 back away, back down, climb down, 
decamp, depart, evacuate, fall back, flee, go away, 
leave, move back, pull back, retire, run away, take 
flight, take to one's heels, turn tail, withdraw. 2 ebb, 
flow back, recede, shrink back. © noun 1 
departure, escape, evacuation, exit, flight, 
retirement, withdrawal. 3 asylum, den, haven, 
hideaway, hideout, hiding place, refuge, resort, 
sanctuary, shelter. 


retrench /rr'trentS/ verb cut down expenses; 
reduce amount of (costs); economize. Ore- 
trenchment noun. 


retrial /ri:'trarel/ noun retrying of case. 

retribution /retri'bju:s(9)n/ noun recompense, 
usually for evil; vengeance. cretributive 
/rr'trib-/ adjective. 


m compensation, quid pro quo, recompense, - 
redress, reprisal, retaliation, revenge, 
satisfaction, vengeance. 


retrieve /rrtri:v/ verb (-ving) 1 regain posses- 
sion of; find again. 2 obtain (information in 
computer). 3 (of dog) find and bring in (game). 4 
(+ from) rescue from (bad state etc.). 5 restore 


retriever | revel 


to good state. 6 repair, set right. o retrievable 

adjective. retrieval noun. 

ju 1 bring back, come back with, fetch back, find, 

| get back, recapture, reclaim, recoup, recover, 

| regain, repossess, trace, track down. 5, 6 make up 
for, redeem, repair, rescue, restore, salvage, save. 

n aa 


retriever noun dog of breed used for retrieving 
game. 

retro /'retrau/ slang adjective reviving or 
harking back to past. © noun (plural retros) 
retro fashion or style. 


retro- combining form backwards, back. 


retroactive /retrau'ektiv/ adjective having 
retrospective effect. 

retrod past of RETREAD. 

retrodden past participle of RETREAD. 

retrograde /'retragreid/ adjective 1 directed 
backwards. 2 reverting, esp. to inferior state. 
© verb 1 move backwards. 2 decline, revert. 


n adjective 1 backward, retreating, retrogressive, 
reverse. 2 backward, negative, regressive, 
retrogressive. 


retrogress /retre'gres/ verb 1 move back- 
wards. 2 deteriorate. uretrogression noun. 
retrogressive adjective. 


retrorocket /'retrourvkit/ moun auxiliary 
rocket for slowing down spacecraft etc. 


retrospect /‘retrespekt/ noun o in retrospect 
when looking back. 


retrospection /retra'spekJ(e)n/ noun looking 
back into the past. 


retrospective /retra'spektiv/ adjective 1 
looking back on or dealing with the past. 2 (of 
statute etc.) applying to the past as well as the 
future. © noun exhibition etc. showing artist’s 
lifetime development. u retrospectively adverb. 


| n adjective 1 backward-looking, nostalgic. 


retroussé /ra'tru:se1/ adjective (of nose) turned 
up at tip. 

retroverted /‘retrauvs:tid/ adjective (of womb) 
inclining backwards. 

retry /ri:'trar/ verb (-ies, -ied) try (defendant, law 
case) again. 

retsina /ret'si:na/ noun resin-flavoured Greek 
white wine. 


return /r1'ta:n/ verb 1 come or go back. 2 bring, 
put, or send back. 3 pay back; give in response. 4 
yield (profit). 5 say in reply. 6 send (ball) back in 
tennis etc. 7 state in answer to formal demand. 8 
elect as MP etc. @ noun 1 coming or going back. 
2 putting, giving, sending, or paying back. 3 what 
is returned. 4 (in full return ticket) ticket for 
journey to place and back again. 5 (in singular or 
plural) proceeds, profit. 6 (in singular or plural) 
coming in of these. 7 formal statement or report. 
8 (in full return match, game) second game 
between same opponents. 9 (announcement of) 
person’s election as MP etc. o by return (of post) 
by the next available post in the return direction. 
returning officer official conducting election in 
constituency etc. and announcing result. 
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m verb 1 backtrack, come back, ci 
aU-turn, double back, go back, hasan pel go 
reappear, reassemble, reconvene, recur reas > 
regress, resurface, retrace one's Steps, Tavares 
back. 2 bring back, put back, repatriate, replac an 
restore, send back. 3 give back, pay back rafury 
reimburse, repay. 7 deliver, give, proffer, reno 
© noun 1 advent, arrival, comeback, ` 3 
reappearance, formal recrudescence, recu 
re-emergence, re-entry, re-establishment 
repetition, reversion. 2 reimbursement, , 
reinstatement, repayment, replacement, 
restitution, restoration, retrieval. 5 benefit, 
SES gain, income, interest, proceeds, profit, 
yield. ? 


returnee /rits:'ni:/ noun person who rei 
home, esp. after war service. ns 

reunify /ri:'ju:nifaz/ verb (-ies, -ied) restore to 
political unity. o reunification noun. 

reunion /ri:ju:njan/ noun 1 reuniting, being 
reunited. 2 social gathering, esp. of former asso- 
ciates. 

reunite /ri:ju:'nat/ verb (-ting) (cause to) come 
together again. 

reuse verb /ri:'ju:z/ (-sing) use again. ezoun 
/ri:‘ju:s/ second or further use. o reusable adjec- 
tive. 

Rev. abbreviation Reverend. 

rev colloquial noun (in plural) revolutions of 
engine per minute. © verb (-vv-) 1 (of engine) 
revolve. 2 (often + up) cause (engine) to run 
quickly. 

revalue /ri:'vzelju:/ verb (-ues, -ued, -uing) give 
different, esp. higher, value to (currency etc.). 
o revaluation noun. 

revamp /ri:væmp/ verb 1 renovate, revise. 2 
patch up. 

Revd abbreviation Reverend. 

reveal /rrvi:l/ verb 4 display, show; allow to 
appear. 2 (often as revealing adjective) disclose, 
divulge. 

m 1 bare, display, exhibit, expose, lay bare, show, 

take the wraps off, uncover, undress, unearth, š 

unfold, unmask, unveil. 2 announce, betray, bring 

to light, communicate, confess, declare, dig up, A 

disclose, divulge, expose, leak, colloquial let bales 

out, let slip, make known, proclaim, publish, $ 

up, colloquial spill the beans about, tell. 


reveille /rr'vælr/ noun military waking signe 
revel /‘rev(e)l/ verb (-ll-; US-1-) 1 make merry 

riotously festive. 2 (+ in) take keen de ty 

o noun (in singular or plural) revelling. 

ler noun. revelry noun ( plural -ies). on 
n verb 1 carouse, celebrate, colloquial ha it, 
spree, have fun, colloquial live itup, ma a Sat 
colloquial paint the town red. 2 (revel me marty 
1. © noun carnival, festival, fête, jambo Jaat 
colloquial rave-up, colloquial shing, rousing 
spree; (revels) see REVELRY. O reve ry eetivily fun, 
celebration, conviviality, debauchery, eting, 
gaiety, high jinks, jollification, jollity, ju ict 
colloquial living it up, merrymaking, 
revels, roistering, colloquial spree. 


rence, 
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revelation /reva'lerf(a)n/ noun 1 revealing. 2 
knowledge supposedly disclosed by divine or 
supernatural agency. 3 striking disclosure 
or realization. 4 (Revelation or colloquial 
Revelations) last book of New Testament. 

a 3 admission, announcement, communiqué, 

confession, declaration, disclosure, discovery, 

exposé, exposure, colloquial eye-opener, leak, 

news, proclamation, publication, unmasking, 

unveiling. 


revelatory /reva'leit(a)r1, 'rev(e)lat(a)r1/ adjec- 
tive yielding a revelation. 
revenge /ri'vend3/ noun 1 (act of) retaliation. 2 
desire for this. @verb (-ging) 1 avenge. 2 
(revenge oneself or in passive; often + on, upon) 
inflict retaliation. 
a noun 1 reprisal, retaliation, retribution, 
vengeance. 2 spitefulness, vindictiveness. © verb 
1 avenge, repay. 2 (be revenged) see RETALIATE. 


revengeful adjective eager for revenge. 


revenue /‘revanju:/ noun 1 income, esp. annual 
income of state. 2 department collecting state 
revenue. 

8 1 gain, income, interest, money, proceeds, 

profits, receipts, returns, takings, yield. 


reverberate /ri'va:bareit/ verb (-ting) 1 (of 
sound, light, or heat) be returned or reflected 
repeatedly. 2 return (sound etc.) thus. 3 (ofevent) 
produce continuing effect. o reverberant adjec- 
tive. reverberation noun. reverberative /-ratrv/ 
adjective. 


a 1 boom, echo, pulsate, resonate, resound, ring, 
tumble, throb, thunder, vibrate. 


revere /ri'vio/ verb (-ring) regard with deep and 
affectionate or religious respect. 

u admire, adore, adulate, RC Church beatify, 

esteem, glorify, honour, idolize, pay homage to, 

praise, respect, reverence, value, venerate, 

worship. 


reverence /'revarans/ noun 1 revering, being 
revered. 2 deep respect. © verb (-cing) treat with 
reverence. 

a noun admiration, adoration, adulation, awe, 

deference, devotion, esteem, glorification, 

homage, honour, idolization, praise, respect, 

veneration, worship. 


reverend /‘revarand/ adjective (esp. as title of 
member of clergy) deserving reverence. o Rev- 
erend Mother Mother Superior of convent. 


reverent /‘revarant/ adjective feeling or show- 
ing reverence. o reverently adverb. 
m adoring, awed, deferential, devoted, devout, 
pious, prayerful, religious, respectful, reverential, 
solemn. 


reverential /revə'renf(ə)l/ adjective of the 
nature of, due to, or characterized by reverence. 
ü reverentially adverb. 


reverie /‘revar1/ noun fit of musing; daydream. 


| m daydream, dream, fantasy, meditation. 


revelation | revise 


revers /ri'vie/ noun (plural same /“vtez/) 
(material of) turned-back front edge of garment. 


reverse /ri'va:s/ verb (-sing) 1 turn the other 
way round or up; turn inside out. 2 convert to 
opposite character or effect. 3 (cause to) travel 
backwards. 4 make (engine) work in contrary 
direction. 5 revoke, annul. © adjective 1 back- 
ward; upside down. 2 opposite or contrary in 
character or order; inverted. © noun 1 opposite 
or contrary. 2 contrary of usual manner. 3 piece 
of misfortune; disaster. 4 reverse gear or motion. 
5 reverse side. 6 side of coin etc. bearing second- 
ary design. 7 verso of printed leaf. o reverse the 
charges have recipient of telephone call pay for 
it. reverse gear gear used to make vehicle etc. go 
backwards. reversing light light at rear of 
vehicle showing it is in reverse gear. o reversal 
noun. reversible adjective. 
m verb 1 change, invert, overturn, transpose, turn 
inside out, turn round, turn upside down. 3 back, 
drive backwards. 5 abandon, annul, cancel, 
countermand, invalidate, negate, nullify, overturn, 
quash, repeal, rescind, retract, revoke, undo. 
© adjective backward, contrary, converse, inverse, 
inverted, opposite. @ noun 1 antithesis, contrary, 
converse, opposite. 3 defeat, difficulty, disaster, 
failure, misfortune, mishap, problem, reversal, 
setback, upset, literary vicissitude. 5 back, rear, 
underside, verso, wrong side. 


reversion /ri'v3:J(a)n/ noun 1 return to previ- 
ous state or earlier type. 2 legal right (esp. of 
original owner) to possess or succeed to property 
on death of present possessor. 


revert /ri'va:t/ verb 1 (+ fo) return to (former 
condition, practice, subject, opinion, etc.). 2 
return by reversion. o revertible adjective. 


review /ri'vju:/ noun 1 general survey or assess- 
ment. 2 survey of past. 3 revision, reconsider- 
ation. 4 published criticism of book, play, etc. 
5 periodical in which events, books, etc. are 
reviewed. 6 inspection of troops etc. @ verb 1 
survey, look back on. 2 reconsider, revise. 3 hold 
review of (troops etc.). 4 write review of (book 
etc.). O reviewer noun. 
noun 1 assessment, examination, report, study, 
survey. 2 colloquial post-mortem. 3 reappraisal, 
reassessment, recapitulation, reconsideration, 
re-examination, revision. 4 appreciation, 
assessment, commentary, criticism, critique, 
evaluation, judgement, notice, write-up. © verb 1 
assess, consider, examine, go over, inspect, 
scrutinize, study, survey, take stock of, colloquial 
weigh up. 2 reassess, recapitulate, reconsider, 
re-examine, revise. 4 appraise, assess, criticize, 
evaluate, judge. 


revile /ri'vatl/ verb (-ling) abuse verbally. 


revise /ri'vaiz/ verb (-sing) 1 examine and 
improve or amend. 2 reconsider and alter 
(opinion etc.). 3 go over (work etc.) again, esp. for 
examination. o revisory adjective. 
m 1 adapt, alter, amend, change, correct, edit, 
emend, improve, modify, overhaul, polish up, 
rectify, redo, rehash, rephrase, revamp, reword, 
rework, rewrite, update. 2 alter, change, modify, 


revision | rhetoric 


reconsider. 3 brush up, cram, go over, learn, study, 
colloquial swot. 


revision /ri'viz(2)n/ moun 1 revising, being 
revised. 2 revised edition or form. 


revisionism noun often derogatory revision or 
modification of orthodoxy, esp. of Marxism. 
o revisionist noun & adjective. 


revitalize /ri:'vartəlarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) imbue with new vitality. o revitalization 
/-zerS(e)n/ noun. 


revival /rr'varv(e)l/ noun 1 reviving, being 
revived. 2 (campaign to promote) reawakening 
ofreligious fervour. 3 new production of old play 
etc. 
m 1, 2reawakening, rebirth, recovery, 
renaissance, renewal, restoration, resurgence, 
resurrection, resuscitation, return, revitalization, 
upsurge. 
pt ee EE EES 
revivalism noun promotion of esp. religious 
revival. o revivalist noun & adjective. 


revive /ri'vatv/ verb (-ving) come or bring back 
to consciousness, life, vigour, use, or notice. 

m awaken, bring back to life, cheer up, come back 

to life, come round, come to, freshen, invigorate, 

quicken, rally, reawaken, recover, refresh, renew, 

restore, colloquial resurrect, resuscitate, 

revitalize, rouse, strengthen, waken. 


revivify /ri'vivifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) restore to life, 
strength, or activity. o revivification noun. 


revoke /ri'vauk/ verb (-king) 1 rescind, with- 
draw, cancel. 2 Cards fail to follow suit though 
able to. onoun Cards revoking. u revocable 
['revakeb(s)l/ adjective. revocation /reva- 
'kerf(ə)n/ noun. 


revolt /rr'vault/ verb 1 rise in rebellion. 2 affect 
with disgust. 3 (often + at, against) feel revulsion. 
@ noun 1 insurrection. 2 sense of disgust. 3 rebel- 
lious mood. 

m verb 4 disobey, dissent, mutiny, rebel, riot, rise 

up. 2 appal, disgust, nauseate, offend, outrage, 

repel, sicken, upset. © noun 1 coup, coup d'état, 

insurrection, mutiny, putsch, rebellion, revolution, 

rising, takeover, uprising. 


revolting adjective disgusting, horrible. o re- 
voltingly adverb. 


l @ see OFFENSIVE adjective 2. 


revolution /reva'lu:J(a)n/ noun 4 forcible over- 
throw of government or social order. 2 funda- 
mental change. 3 revolving. 4 single completion 
of orbit or rotation. 

E 1 see REVOLT noun 1.2 change, reorganization, 

reorientation, shift, transformation, turn-about, 

upheaval, upset, U-turn. 3, 4 circuit, cycle, 

gyration, orbit, rotation, spin, turn. 


revolutionary adjective 1 involving great 

change. 2 of political revolution. © noun (plural 

a instigator or supporter of political revolu- 
ion. 
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a adjective 1 avant-garde, challenai 
different, experimental, extremist, pe 
new, novel, progressive, radical. 2 insurgent” 
mutinous, rebel, rebellious, seditious, subvers; 
© noun anarchist, extremist, freedom fighter, 
insurgent, mutineer, rebel, terrorist, i 


revolutionize verb (also -ise) (-zi 
change fundamentally. ) Czing or -sing) 


revolve /ri'volv/ verb (-ving) 1 tu 
rotate. 2 move in orbit. 3 conten in teen à; 
(+ around) be centred on. A 
1, 2 circle, go round, gyrate, orbit, pirouette 
pivot, reel, rotate, spin, swivel, turn, twirl, wheel 
whirl. i 


revolver noun pistol with revolving chambers 
enabling user to fire several shots without 
reloading. 


revue /ri'vju:/ noun theatrical entertainment of 
usually comic sketches and songs. 


revulsion /ri'valf(a)n/ noun 1 abhorrence. 2 
sudden violent change of feeling. 


u 1 abhorrence, aversion, disgust, hatred, 
loathing, outrage, repugnance. 


reward /rr'wə:d/ noun 1 return or recompense 
for service or merit. 2 requital for good or evil. 3 
sum offered for detection of criminal, recovery 
of lost property, etc. @verb give or serve as 
reward to. o rewarding adjective. 
m noun award, bonus, bounty, compensation, 
decoration, favour, honour, medal, payment, 
prize, recompense, remuneration, requital, return, 
tribute. © verb compensate, decorate, honour, 
recompense, remunerate, repay. 0 rewarding see 
PROFITABLE 2, WORTHWHILE (WORTH). 


rewind /ri:'‘wamd/ verb (past & past participle 
rewound /-'waund/) wind (film, tape, etc.) back. 
rewire /ri:'‘wata/ verb (-ring) provide with new 
electrical wiring. $ 
rework /ri:'ws:k/ verb revise; refashion, 
remake. o reworking noun. 
Rexnoun (after name) reigning king. 2 Lawthe 
Crown. [Latin] 
rhapsodize /‘reepsadatz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) speak or write rhapsodies. ae 
a be expansive, effuse, colloquial enthuse, 9° Int 
raptures. 


rhapsody /‘rzpsadi/ noun (plural 
siastic or extravagant speech or co 
melodic musical piece often Da’ 
culture. o rhapsodic /-'spd-/ adjective. 


3 can 
rhea /'ri:ə/ noun large flightless S. Ameri 
bird. 


-ies)1 entha 
sition. 
zed on folk 


to 

rheostat /'ri:stæt/ noun instrument usei 
control electric current by varying res onkey) 

rhesus /'ri:səs/ noun (in full rhesus m antigen 
small Indian monkey. o rhesus nee ans and 
occurring on red blood cells of most U egative 
some other primates. rhesus-positive, 
having or not having rhesus factor. 


rsuasive 
rhetoric /‘retartk/ noun 1 art of pe 
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speaking or writing. 2 language intended to 
impress, esp. seen as inflated, exaggerated, or 
meaningless. 


a 4 eloquence, expressiveness, gift of the gab, 
| oratory. 2 bombast, grandiloquence. 
rhetorical /rrtorik(ə)l/ adjective 1 expressed 
artificially or extravagantly. 2 of the nature of 
rhetoric. o rhetorical question question asked 
not for information but to produce effect. o rhet- 
orically adverb. 
a 1 artificial, bombastic, florid, flowery, fustian, 
grandiloquent, grandiose, high-flown, insincere, 
ornate, pretentious, verbose, wordy. 2 oratorical. 


rheumatic /ru:'mzttk/ adjective of, caused by, 
or suffering from rheumatism. @ noun 1 person 
suffering from rheumatism, 2 (in plural, often 
treated as singular) colloquial rheumatism. 
a rheumatic fever fever with pain in the joints. 
orheumatically adverb. rheumaticky adjective 
colloquial. 

rheumatism /‘ru:matiz(3)m/ noun disease 
marked by inflammation and pain in joints etc. 

rheumatoid /‘ru:matoid/ adjective having the 
character of rheumatism. a rheumatoid arth- 
ritis chronic progressive disease causing 
inflammation and stiffening of joints. 

rhinestone /‘ramstaun/ noun imitation dia- 
mond. 

rhino /‘ramau/ noun (plural same or -s) collo- 
quial rhinoceros. 

rhinoceros /rarnosərəs/ noun (plural same or 
-roses) large thick-skinned animal with usually 
one horn on nose. 


rhizome /‘raizoum/ noun underground rootlike 
stem bearing both roots and shoots. 


rhododendron /rauda'dendran/ noun (plural 
-s or -dra) evergreen shrub with large flowers. 

rhomboid /'rombəd/ adjective (also rhom- 
boidal /-'boid-/) like a rhombus. © noun quadri- 


lateral of which only opposite sides and angles 
are equal. 


rhombus /'rombəs/ noun (plural -buses or -bi 
/-bat/) oblique equilateral parallelogram, e.g. 
diamond on playing card. 

rhubarb /‘ru:ba:b/ noun 4 (stalks of) plant with 
fleshy leaf-stalks cooked and eaten as dessert. 2 
colloquial indistinct conversation or noise, from 
Tepeated use of word ‘rhubarb’ by stage crowd. 


rhyme Įram/ noun 1 identity of sound at ends 
of words or verse-lines. 2 (in singular or plural) 
thymed verse, 3 use of rhyme. 4 word providing 
rhyme. @ verb (ming) 1 (of words or lines) 
Produce rhyme. 2 (+ with) be or use as rhyme 
wn 3 write rhymes; put into rhyme. o rhymer 


u noun 2 doggerel, jingle, poem, verse. 


rhythm /'rð(ə)m/ noun 4 periodical accent and 
duration of notes in music. 2 type of structure 
formed by this. 3 measured flow ofwords in verse 
or prose. 4 Physiology pattern of successive 
Strong and weak movements. 5 regularly occur- 
ring sequence of events. o rhythm method con- 


rhetorical | riches 


traception by avoiding sexual int 
erco 

times of ovulation. o rhythmic adjective, r rhiyth, 
ce adjective, thythmically adverb. 

accent, beat, measure, metre, pattern, pulse, 
ene tempo, ‘hrob, time. o rhythmic beating, : 

red, metrical, pulsing, regul: 7 

steady, throbbing, a eases 


rib noun 4 each of the curved bones j 
) joined to 

Spine and protecting organs of chest. 2 joint of 
meat from this part of animal. 3 supporting 
ridge, timber, rod, etc. across surface or through 
structure. 4 combination of plain and purl 
Stitches producing ribbed design. © verb (-bb-) 1 
provide or mark (as) with ribs. 2 colloquial tease. 
Oribcage wall of bones formed by ribs round 
chest. rib-tickler something amusing. o ribbed 
adjective. ribbing noun. 

ribald /'rib(ə)ld/ adjective irreverent; coarsely 
umorous. o ribaldry noun. 

a bawdy, coarse, disrespectful, earthy, colloquial 

Jocular naughty, obscene, racy, colloquial rude, 

scurrilous, smutty, vulgar. 


riband /‘riband/ noun ribbon. 


ribbon /‘riban/ noun 1 narrow strip or band of 
fabric. 2 material in this form. 3 ribbon worn 
to indicate some honour, membership of sports 
team, etc. 4 long narrow strip. 5 (in plural) 
ragged strips. o ribbon development building of 
houses along main road outwards from town. 

a 1,2, 4 band, braid, line, strip, stripe, tape, 

trimming. 5 (in ribbons) see RAGGED 1. 


riboflavin /rarbəv'flervm/ noun (also ribo- 
flavine /-vi:n/) vitamin of B complex, found in 
liver, milk, and eggs. 

ribonucleic acid /ratbaunju:kli:ik/ noun sub- 
stance controlling protein synthesis in cells. 


rice noun (grains from) swamp grass grown esp. 
in Asia. orice-paper edible paper made from 
pith ofan oriental tree and used for painting and 
in cookery. 
rich adjective 1 having much wealth. 2 splendid, 
costly; valuable. 3 abundant, ample. 4 (often + in, 
with) abounding; fertile. 5 (of food) containing 
much fat, spice, etc. 6 (of colour, sound, or smell) 
mellow, strong and full. 7 highly amusing or 
ludicrous. o richness noun. 
n 1 affluent, colloquial flush, slang loaded, 
moneyed, opulent, prosperous, wealthy, 
colloquial well-heeled, well off, well-to-do. 2 costly, 
elaborate, expensive, lavish, luxurious, precious, 
priceless, splendid, sumptuous, valuable. 3 
abundant, ample, bountiful, copious, literary 
plenteous, plentiful, profuse, prolific, teeming. 4 
fecund, fertile, fruitful, productive. 5 cloying, 
creamy, fat, fattening, fatty, full-flavoured, heavy, 
highly-flavoured, luscious, sumptuous, sweet. 6 
deep, full, intense, strong, vibrant, vivid, warm. 


riches plural noun abundant means; valuable 
possessions. 


n affluence, fortune, means, money, opulence, 
plenty, possessions, prosperity, resources, 
wealth. 


richly | rift 


richly adverb1 inarich way. 2 fully, thoroughly. 


Richter scale /‘rikta/ noun scale of 0-10 for 
representing strength of earthquake. 


rick' noun stack of hay etc. 


rick? (also wrick) noun slight sprain or strain. 
© verb slightly strain or sprain. 


rickets /‘rikits/ noun (treated as singular or 
plural) children’s deficiency disease with 
softening of the bones. 


rickety /‘rikiti/ adjective 1 shaky, insecure. 2 
suffering from rickets. 

a 1 dilapidated, flimsy, frail, insecure, ramshackle, 

shaky, tottering, tumbledown, unsteady, weak, 

wobbly. 


rickshaw /'rikJo:/ noun (also ricksha /-fə/) 
light two-wheeled hooded vehicle drawn by one 
or more people. 


ricochet /'rıkəfer/ noun 1 rebounding of esp. 
shell or bullet off surface. 2 hit made after this. 
overb (-cheted /-Setd/ or -chetted /-Setid/; 
-cheting /-Jemm/ or -chetting /-Setm/) (of 
projectile) make ricochet. 


ricotta /rrkota/ noun soft Italian cheese. 


rid verb (-dd-; past & past participle rid) (+ of) 
make (person, place) free of. o get rid of be freed 
of. 

u (rid of ) clear of, deliver from, free of, purge of, 

rescue from, save from. O get rid of see DESTROY 

2, REMOVE verb 1;3-4. 


riddance /'rid(a)ns/ noun ogood riddance 
expression of relief at getting rid of something or 
someone. 


ridden past participle of RIDE. 


riddle’ /'rıd(ə)l/ noun 1 verbal puzzle or test, 
often with trick answer. 2 puzzling fact, thing, or 
person. © verb (-ling) speak in riddles. 
a noun 1 colloquial brain-teaser, conundrum, 
colloquial poser, problem, puzzle, question. 2 
enigma, mystery, puzzle. 


riddle? /‘rid(e)l/ verb (-ling) 1 (usually + with) 
make many holes in, esp. with gunshot. 2 (in 
Passive) fill, permeate. 3 pass through riddle. 
@ noun coarse sieve. 

a verb 1 honeycomb, pepper, perforate, pierce, 

puncture. 3 filter, screen, sieve, sift, strain. © noun 

filter, screen, sieve. 


ride verb (-ding; past rode; past participle ridden 

/'rid(a)n/) 1 travel or be carried on (bicycle, 
horse, etc.) or in (vehicle). 2 (often + on, in) travel 
or be carried (on horseback or bicycle, or in 
vehicle). 3 cross, be conveyed over. 4 be carried 
or supported by. 5 float buoyantly. 6 (as ridden 
adjective) (+ by, with) dominated by or infested 
with. @noun 1 journey or spell of riding in 
vehicle, on horse, etc. 2 path (esp. through 
woods) for riding on. 3 amusement for riding 
on at fairground. oride up (of garment) work 
upwards when worn. take for a ride colloquial 
hoax, deceive. 


Bee 
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Sit on, Steer, 
travel. o role 


m verb 1 control, handle, manage, 
be carried, cycle, journey, pedal, 
see JOURNEY NOUN. 


rider noun 1 person riding. 2 additi 
following statement, verdict, etc, ai 


ridge noun 1 line of junction of ty 
sloping upwards towards each other ae 
narrow hilltop; mountain range. 3 any na 
elevation across surface. u ridge pole horizon 
pole of long tent. ridgeway road along ridge. 
a 1 be top, top edge. 2 aréte, crest, edge, i 
saddle. 


remark 


ridicule /‘ridtkju:l/ noun derision, 

© verb (-ling) make fun of; mock; intigh gee aid 
m noun badinage, banter, burlesque, caricature 
derision, gibing, invective, jeering, jibing, : 
lampoon, laughter, mockery, parody, raillery, 
colloquial ribbing, sarcasm, satire, scorn, sneers, 
taunts, teasing. © verb be sarcastic, be satirical 
about, burlesque, caricature, chaff, deride, gibe at, 
jeer at, jibe at, joke about, lampoon, laugh at, make 
fun of, make jokes about, mimic, mock, parody, 
pillory, poke fun at, colloquial rib, satirize, scoff at, 
colloquial send up, sneer at, slang take the mickey 
out of, taunt, tease, travesty. 


ridiculous /ri‘dikjulas/ adjective 1 deserving to 
be laughed at. 2 unreasonable. o ridiculously 
adverb. ridiculousness noun. 
u absurd, amusing, comic, comical, crazy, daft, 
eccentric, farcical, foolish, funny, grotesque, 
hilarious, illogical, irrational, laughable, ludicrous, 
mad, nonsensical, preposterous, senseless, silly, 
stupid, unbelievable, unreasonable, colloquial 
weird, zany. 


riding! /‘raidm/ noun sport or pastime of travel- 
ling on horseback. 

riding? /‘raidm/ noun historical former division 
of Yorkshire. 

Riesling /‘ri:zlm/ noun (white wine made from) 
type of grape. à 

rife adjective 1 widespread. 2 (+ with) abounding 
in 


u 4 abundant, common, prevalent, widespread. 
riff noun short repeated phrase in jazz ora =, 
riffle /'rif(a)l/ verb (-ling) 1 (often + throug! 

quickly through (pages). 2 shuffle Ga 

© noun 1 riffling. 2 US patch ofripplesin tream 
etc. 
riff-raff /rifreef/ noun rabble, disrepu 

people. 3 4 
rifle’ /‘rarf(e)l/ noun 1 gun with long aoa ba 

2 (in plural) troops armed with h T make 

(-ling) make spiral grooves in (gun S Sie prac- 

projectile spin. o rifle range place for 

tice. 

; ugh) 
rifle? /'raxf{o)l/ verb (ling) 1 (often + thro 
search and rob. 2 carry off as boo : ti 
rift noun 1 crack, split; cleft. 2 aioa dence 
dispute. o rift valley one formed by 
of section of earth's crust. 


table 


m 1 breach, break, chink, cleft, crack, fracture, gap, 
gulf, opening, split. 2 alienation, conflict, 
difference, disagreement, division, schism, 
separation. 


rig' verb (-gg-) 1 provide (ship) with rigging. 2 
(often + out, up) fit with clothes or equipment. 3 
(+ up) set up hastily or as makeshift. © noun 1 
arrangement of ship's masts, sails, etc. 2 equip- 
ment for special purpose. 3 oil rig. 4 colloquial 
style of dress, uniform. o rig-out colloquial outfit 
of clothes. o rigger noun. 

m verb 2 (rig out) equip, fit out, kit out, provision, 

set up, supply. © noun 1 rigging, tackle. 2 

apparatus, clothes, equipment, gear, kit, outfit, 

stuff, tackle. 


rig? verb (-gg-) manage or fix fraudulently. 
© noun trick, swindle. 


rigging noun ship's spars, ropes, etc. 
Orig, tackle. 


right /rait/ adjective 1 just; morally or socially 
correct. 2 correct, true. 3 preferable, suitable. 4 
in good or normal condition. 5 on or towards east 
side of person or thing facingnorth. 6 (also Right) 
Politics of the Right. 7 (of side of fabric etc.) meant 
to show. 8 colloquial real, complete. © noun 1 
what is just; fair treatment. 2 fair claim; legal or 
moral entitlement. 3 right-hand part, region, or 
direction. 4 Boxing right hand. 5 Boxing blow 
with this. 6 (often Right) Politics conservatives 
collectively. © verb 1 (often right itself) restore 
to proper, straight, or vertical position. 2 correct; 
set in order. 3 avenge; make reparation for. 
© adverb 1 straight. 2 colloquial immediately. 3 
(+ to, round, through, etc.) all the way. 4 (+ off, 
out, etc.) completely. 5 quite, very. 6 justly, 
properly, correctly, truly. 7 on or to right side. 
© interjection colloquial: expressing agreement or 
consent. a by right(s) if right were done. in the 
right having justice or truth on one’s side. put 
right 1 set in order; repair, cure. 2 correct. right 
angle angle of 90°. right-angled adjective. right 
away (or off) immediately. right-hand on right 
side. right-handed 1 naturally using right hand 
for writing etc. 2 made by or for right hand. 3 
turning to right. 4 (of screw) turning clockwise 
to tighten. right-hander right-handed person or 
blow. right-hand man, woman indispensable or 
chief assistant. Right Honourable title of certain 
high officials, eg. Privy Counsellors. right- 
minded, -thinking having sound views and prin- 
ciples. right of way 1 right to pass over another’s 
ground. 2 path subject to such right. 3 preced- 
ence granted to one vehicle over another. Right 
Reverend title of bishop. right wing 1 more con- 
servative section of political party etc. 2 right 
side of football etc. team. right-wing conserva- 
tive, reactionary. right-winger member of right 
Wing. o rightness noun. rightward adjective & 
adverb. rightwards adverb. 
a adjective 1 decent, ethical, fair, good, honest, 
honourable, just, law-abiding, lawful, moral, 
principled, responsible, righteous, right-minded, 
upright, virtuous. 2 accurate, apposite, 
appropriate, apt, correct, exact, factual, faultless, 


rig | rim 


fitting, genuine, perfect, precise, proper, sound, 
Suitable, true, truthful, valid, formal veracious, 3 
advantageous, beneficial, best, convenient, good, 
normal, preferable, preferred, recommended, 
sensible, usual. 5 right-hand, starboard = right 
facing bowof ship. 6 conservative, reactionary, 
right-wing, colloquial Tory. @ noun 1 decency, 
equity, ethics, fairness, goodness, honesty, 
integrity, justice, morality, propriety, reason, truth, 
virtue. 2 authority, commission, entitlement, 
facility, franchise, freedom, liberty, licence, 
position, power, prerogative, privilege, title. @ verb 
1 pick up, set upright, stand upright, straighten up. 
2 amend, correct, make amends for, put right, 
rectify, redress, remedy, repair, set right. o put 
right 1 see REPaiR' verb 1-2. 


righteous /'rartfəs/ adjective morally right; vir- 
tuous, law-abiding. o righteously adverb. right- 
eousness noun. 


m blameless, ethical, God-fearing, goad, guiltless, 
honest, just, law-abiding, moral, pure, upright, 
upstanding, virtuous. 


rightful adjective 1 legitimately entitled to 
(position etc.). 2 that one is entitled to. a right- 
fully adverb. 
@ authorized, bona fide, correct, just, lawful, legal, 
legitimate, licensed, formal licit, proper, real, true, 
valid. 


rightly adverb justly, correctly, properly, justi- 
fiably. 


rigid /‘rid3id/ adjective 1 not flexible, un- 
bendable. 2 inflexible; harsh. o rigidity /-'d3id-/ 
noun. rigidly adverb. 
u 1 adamantine, firm, hard, inelastic, inflexible, 
set, solid, steely, stiff, strong, unbending, wooden. 
2 harsh, immovable, inflexible, intransigent, 
obdurate, obstinate, punctilious, rigorous, stern, 
strict, stubborn, unbending, uncompromising, 
unkind, unrelenting, unyielding. 


rigmarole /‘rigmarau]/ noun 1 complicated pro- 
cedure. 2 rambling tale etc. 


rigor US = RIGOUR. 


rigor mortis /riga 'mə:tıs/ noun stiffening of 
body after death. 


rigorous /‘rigeras/ adjective 1 strict, severe. 2 
exact, accurate; thorough. 3 (of weather) severe, 
cold. o rigorously adverb. rigorousness noun. 

m 1 demanding, exacting, harsh, rigid, severe, 

strict, stringent, tough, uncompromising, 

undeviating, unsparing, unswerving. 2 accurate, 
conscientious, exact, meticulous, painstaking, 
precise, punctilious, scrupulous, thorough. 3 cold, 
extreme, hard, harsh, inclement, inhospitable, 
severe, unfriendly, unpleasant. 


rigour /‘r1ga/ noun (US rigor) 1 severity, strict- 
ness, harshness. 2 (in plural) harsh conditions. 
3 strict application or observance etc. 


rile verb (-ling) colloquial anger, irritate. 
rill noun small stream. 


rim noun 1 edge or border, esp. of something cir- 
cular. 2 outer ring of wheel, holding tyre. 3 part 


rime | rise 


of spectacle frames around lens. crimless 
adjective. rimmed adjective. 

m 1 border, brim, brink, circumference, edge, lip, 
perimeter, periphery. 


rime noun 1 frost. 2 hoar-frost. © verb (-ming) 
cover with rime. 


rind /ramd/ noun tough outer layer or covering 
of fruit and vegetables, cheese, bacon, etc. 


l a crust, husk, peel, skin. 


ring‘ noun 1 circular band, usually of metal, 
worn on finger. 2 circular band of any material. 
3 line or band round cylindrical or circular 
object. 4 mark or part etc. resembling ring. 5 ring 
in cross-section of tree representing one year’s 
growth. 6 enclosure for circus, boxing, betting at 
races, etc. 7 people or things arranged in circle. 
8 such arrangement. 9 combination of traders, 
politicians, spies, etc. acting together. 10 gas 
ring. 11 disc or halo round planet, moon, etc. 
@verb 1 (often + round, about, in) encircle. 2 
put ring on (bird etc.). o ring-binder loose-leaf 
binder with ring-shaped clasps. ring-dove wood- 
pigeon. ring finger finger next to little finger, esp. 
on left hand. ringleader instigator in crime or 
mischief etc. ringmaster director of circus per- 
formance. ring-pull (of tin) having ring for 
pulling to break seal. ring road bypass encircling 
town. ringside area immediately beside boxing 
or circus ring etc. ringworm skin infection 
forming circular inflamed patches. 
| m noun 2-4 band, bracelet, circle, circlet, collar, 
eyelet, girdle, halo, hoop, loop, ringlet. 6 arena, 
enclosure, rink. 9 association, band, gang, group, 
colloquial mob, organization, syndicate. 11 
aureole, corona, halo. © verb 1 bind, circle, 
encircle, enclose, encompass, gird, surround. 


ring? verb (past rang; past participle rung) 1 
(often + out etc.) give clear resonant sound. 2 
make (bell) ring. 3 call by telephone. 4 (usually 
+ with, to) (of place) resound, re-echo. 5 (of ears) 
be filled with sensation of ringing. 6 (+ in, out) 
usher in or out with bell-ringing. 7 give specified 
impression. © noun 1 ringing sound or tone. 2 
act ofringing bell. 3 sound caused by this. 4 collo- 
quial telephone call. 5 set of esp. church bells. 6 
specified feeling conveyed by words etc. u ring 
back make return telephone call to. ring off end 
telephone call. ring up 1 make telephone call (to). 
2 record (amount) on cash register. 

u verb 1 chime, clang, jangle, jingle, knell, peal, 

resonate, resound, reverberate, sound, tinkle, toll. 

3 call, slang give a buzz, colloquial phone, ring up, 

telephone. 4 re-echo, resonate, resound, 

reverberate. © noun 1 chime, clang, jangle, jingle, 
knell, peal, resonance, reverberation, tinkle, 
tintinnabulation, tolling. 4 slang buzz, call. 


ringlet /‘rmlit/ noun curly lock ofesp. long hair. 


rink noun 1 area of ice for skating, curling, etc. 2 
enclosed area for roller-skating. 3 building con- 
taining either of these. 4 strip of bowling green. 
5 team in bowls or curling. 


rinse verb (-sing) 1 (often + through, out) wash 
or treat with clean water etc. 2 wash lightly. 3 
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put through clean water after wash 
away) remove by rinsing. @ noun sacle out, 
temporary hair tint. ing. 2 

m verb 1 clean, cleanse, flush, Sluice, swill, Wash, 
riot /‘rarat/ noun 1 disturbance of ea 

2 loud revelry. 3 (+ of) lavish display, or grond. 

quial very amusing thing or person. © verb make 

or eee iot Orun riot 1 throw off all 

restraint. 2 spread uncontrolled. 

riotous adjective. “rioter noun, 
m noun 1 affray, brawl, commotion, disturbance. 
fracas, fray, hubbub, imbroglio, insurrection mass 
protest, mélée, mutiny, colloquial punch-up, revolt 
rising, colloquial row, colloquial rumpus, : 
colloquial shindig, tumult, uproar. © verb brawl, 
fight, go on the rampage, go wild, mutiny, rampage, 
rebel, revolt, rise up, run riot. o riotous anarchic, 
boisterous, chaotic, disorderly, lawless, mutinous, 
noisy, obstreperous, rebellious, rowdy, 
tumultuous, uncivilized, uncontrollable, 
undisciplined, ungovernable, unrestrained, 
unruly, uproarious, violent, wild. 


RIP abbreviation may he, she, or they rest in 
peace (requiesca(n)t in pace). 

rip verb (-pp-) 1 tear or cut quickly or forcibly 
away or apart. 2 make (hole etc.) thus. 3 make 
long tear or cut in. 4 come violently apart; split. 
@ noun 1 long tear or cut. 2 act of ripping. o let 
rip colloquial (allow to) proceed or act without 
restraint or interference. ripcord cord for releas- 
ing parachute from its pack. rip off colloquial 
swindle, exploit; steal. rip-off noun colloquial 1 
swindle. 2 financial exploitation. o ripper noun. 

m verb 1 pull apart, tear apart. 2, 3 cut, gash, 

lacerate, archaic rend, rupture, shred, slit, tear. 4 

archaic rend, rupture, split, tear. 


riparian /rat'pearien/ adjective of or on river- 
bank. 

ripe adjective 1 ready to be reaped, picked, or 
eaten. 2 mature. 3 (often + for) fit, ready. o ripen 
verb. ripeness noun. 


m 1 mature, mellow, ready. o ripen age, develop, 
mature, mellow. 


riposte /rrpost/ noun 1 quick retort. 2 quick 
wore ABS A fencing. © verb (-ting) deliver 
riposte. fins 
ripple /‘rmp(e)l/ noun 1 ruffling of wate 
Kerai Ua baie 2 gentle lively sound, ed 
of laughter or applause. 3 slight vane 
strength of current etc. 4 ice cream with ye aia 
syrup. © verb (-ling) 1 (cause to) form or fo 
ripples. 2 show or sound like ripples. _ i 
n noun 1 see WAVE noun 1,2. @ verb 1 agitate, 
disturb, make waves, purl, ruffle, stir. 

. ti 
rise /raiz/ verb (-sing; past rose /rau2/ pep] 
ciple risen /‘riz(2)n/) 1 come or go UP: above 
soar. 2 project or swell upwards. 3 ap. kneeling: 
horizon. 4 get up from lying, sitting, Or djourn. 

5 get out of bed. 6 (of meeting etc.) ae ress. 
reach higher level. 8 make social oy Feact 10 
(often + up) rebel. 10 come to surface to flow. 
provocation. 12 have origin; beg! 
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o noun 1 rising. 2 upward slope. 3 increase in 
amount, extent, pitch, etc. 4 increase in salary. 
5 increase in status or power. 6 height of step, 
incline, etc. 7 origin. o give rise to cause, induce. 
get, take a rise out of colloquial provoke reac- 
tion from. on the rise on the increase. 

u verb 1 arise, ascend, climb, come up, fly up, go 
up, levitate, lift, mount, soar, take off. 2 loom, stand 
out, stick up, tower. 4 get to one’s feet, get up, stand 
up. 7 escalate, go up, grow, increase, soar, spiral 
(upwards). 9 (rise up) see REBEL verb 1. © noun 1 
ascension, ascent, climb. 2 acclivity, ascent, 
bank, climb, elevation, hill, incline, ramp, ridge, 
slope. 3 escalation, gain, increase, increment, 
jump, leap, upsurge, upswing, upturn. 


riser noun 1 person who rises from bed. 2 ver- 
tical piece between treads of staircase. 


risible /'rızıb(ə)l/ adjective laughable, ludicrous. 


rising adjective 1 advancing. 2 approaching spe- 
cified age. 3 going up. @noun insurrection. 
o rising damp moisture absorbed from ground 
into wall. 


risk noun 1 chance of danger, injury, loss, etc. 2 
exposure to this. 3 person or thing causing risk 
or regarded as source of risk. © verb 1 expose to 
risk. 2 venture on. 3 take chances of. cat risk 
exposed to danger. at one’s (own) risk accepting 
responsibility for oneself. at the risk of with the 
possibility of (adverse consequences). 

n noun 1, 2 chance, danger, hazard, likelihood, 

peril, possibility. 3 gamble, liability, speculation, 

uncertainty, venture. © verb 1 endanger, gamble, 
hazard, imperil, jeopardize, venture. 2 colloquial 
chance, dare, gamble on, venture on. 


risky adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 involving risk. 2 
risqué. o riskily adverb. riskiness noun. 


a 1 chancy, dangerous, slang dicey, hazardous, 
colloquial iffy, perilous, precarious, unsafe. 


risotto /rrzoteu/ noun (plural -s) Italian 
savoury rice dish cooked in stock. 

risqué /'rısker/ adjective (of story etc.) slightly 
indecent. 

rissole /‘risaul/ noun fried cake of minced meat 
coated in breadcrumbs. 


ritardando /rita:'deendau/ adverb, adjective, & 
noun (plural -s or -di /-d1/) Music = RALLENTANDO. 


rite noun religious or solemn ceremony or 
observance. o rite of passage (often in plural) 
event marking change or stage in life. 


ritual /‘rit{ual/ noun 1 prescribed order esp. of 
religious ceremony. 2 solemn or colourful 
pageantry etc. 3 procedure regularly followed. 
© adjective of or done as ritual or rite. o ritually 
adverb. 

u noun 1 ceremonial, ceremony, liturgy, 

observance, rite, sacrament, service, tradition. 3 

custom, practice, procedure, routine. 


ritualism noun regular or excessive practice of 
ritual. o ritualist noun. ritualistic /-'lis-/ adjec- 
tive. ritualistically /-'lis-/ adverb. 


rival /‘rarv(a)l/ noun person or thing that com- 


riser | road 


betes with another or equals another in quality. 
© verb (-Il-; US -I-) 1 be rival of. 2 be comparable 
to; seem or be as good as. 
a noun adversary, antagonist, challenger, 
competitor, contender, contestant, enemy, 
Opponent, opposition. © verb 1 challenge, 
compete with, contend with, contest, emulate, 
Oppose, struggle with, undercut, vie with. 2 be as 
as as, compare with, equal, match, measure up 
o. 


rivalry, noun ( plural -ies) being rivals; competi- 
on. 


u antagonism, competition, competitiveness, 
conflict, contention, feuding, opposition, strife. 


riven /‘riv(2)n/ adjective literary split, torn. 

river ['rrve/ noun 1 large natural stream of water 
flowing to sea, lake, etc. 2 copious flow. o river- 
side ground along river bank. 


m 1 brook, Scottish burn, rivulet, stream, tributary, 
watercourse, waterway. 


rivet /‘rivit/ noun nail or bolt for joining metal - 
plates etc. © verb (-t-) 1 join or fasten with rivets. 
2 fix; make immovable. 3 (+ on, upon) direct 
intently. 4 (esp. as riveting adjective) engross. 
riviera /rivreera/ noun coastal subtropical 
region, esp. that of SE France and NW Italy. 


rivulet /‘rivjulit/ noun small stream. 
RLC abbreviation Royal Logistics Corps. 
RM abbreviation Royal Marines. 

rm. abbreviation room. 

RN abbreviation Royal Navy. 

RNA abbreviation ribonucleic acid. 


RNLI abbreviation Royal National Lifeboat Insti- 
tution. 


roach noun (plural same or -es) small fresh- 
water fish. 


road noun 1 way with prepared surface for 
vehicles, etc. 2 route. 3 (usually in plural) piece 
of water near shore in which ships can ride at 
anchor. o any road dialect anyway. in the or 
one’s road dialect forming obstruction. on the 
road travelling. roadbed 1 foundation of road or 
railway. 2 US part of road for vehicles. road- 
block barrier on road to detain traffic. road fund 
licence = TAX DISC. road hog colloquial reckless 
or inconsiderate motorist etc. roadhouse inn 
etc. on main road. road metal broken stone for 
road-making. roadshow touring entertainment 
etc., esp. radio or television series broadcast 
from changing venue. roadstead sea road for 
ships. road tax tax payable on vehicles. road test 
test of vehicle's roadworthiness. roadway part 
of road used by vehicles. roadworks construc- 
tion or repair of roads. roadworthy (of vehicle) 
fit to be used on road. o roadworthiness noun. 
u 1 alley, avenue, boulevard, bypass, byroad, 
byway, carriageway, causeway, Clearway, 
crescent, cul-de-sac, drive, driveway, US freeway, 
highway, lane, motorway, roadway, route, street, 
thoroughfare, US and historical turnpike, way. 2 
route, way. 


roadie | rod 


roadie noun colloquial assistant of touring band 
etc., responsible for equipment. 

roadside noun strip of land beside road. 

roadster noun open car without rear seats. 

roam verb 1 ramble, wander. 2 travel unsystem- 
atically over, through, or about. 

u amble, drift, meander, prowl, ramble, range, 

rove, saunter, stray, stroll, colloquial traipse, 

travel, walk, wander. 


roan adjective (esp. of horse) with coat thickly 
interspersed with hairs of another colour. 
@ noun roan animal. 


roar /ro:/ noun 1 loud deep hoarse sound as of 
lion. 2 loud laugh. © verb 1 (often + out) utter 
loudly, or make roar, roaring laugh, etc. 2 travel 
in vehicle at high speed. o roaring drunk very 
drunk and noisy. roaring forties stormy ocean 
tracts between latitudes 40° and 50°S. roaring 
success great success. roaring twenties decade 
of 1920s. 


a verb 1 bellow, cry out, growl, howl, shout, snarl, 
thunder, yell, yowl. 


roast verb 1 cook or be cooked by exposure to 
open heat or in oven. 2 criticize severely. 
© adjective roasted. © noun 4 (dish of) roast meat. 
2 meat for roasting. 3 process of roasting. 
rob verb (-bb-) (often + of) 1 take unlawfully 
from, esp. by force. 2 deprive of. o robber noun. 
robbery noun (plural -ies). 
1 burgle, hold up, loot, mug, pilfer from, pillage, 
plunder, ransack, rifle, steal from. o robber 
bandit, brigand, burglar, cat burglar, embezzler, 
historical highwayman, housebreaker, looter, 
mugger, pickpocket, pirate, shoplifter, swindler, 
thief. robbery burglary, embezzlement, hold-up, 
larceny, looting, mugging, pilfering, pillage, 
plunder, sacking, shoplifting, stealing, theft, 
thieving. 


robe noun 1 long loose garment, esp. (often in 

plural)as indication of rank, office, etc. 2 esp. US 

Grossing gown. © verb (-bing) 1 clothe in robe. 2 
ess. 


m noun 1 cloak, dress, frock, gown, habit, 
vestment. © verb see DRESS verb 1. 


robin /'robm/ noun (also robin redbreast) small 
brown red-breasted bird. 


Robin Hood noun person who steals from rich 
to give to poor. 


robot /'rəvbvt/ noun 1 automaton resembling or 
functioning like human. 2 automatic mechan- 
ical device. 3 machine-like person. u robotic 
/-bot-/ adjective. robotize verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing). 
m 1 android, automaton, bionic man, bionic 
woman, mechanical man, mechanical woman. 2 
automaton. 


robotics /rau‘botiks/ plural noun (usually 
treated as singular) science or study of robot 
design and operation. 

robust /rəv'bast/ adjective (-er, -est) 1 strong, 
esp. in health and physique. 2 (of exercise etc.) 
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vigorous. 3 straightforward. 4 (ofs; 
bold. o robustly adverb. robustness cet ete.) 
@ 1 athletic, brawny, fit, hale and hearty, hard 
healthy, hearty, muscular, powerful, rugged z 
sound, strong, sturdy, tough, vigorous, ` 


roc noun gigantic bird of Eastern legend. 


rock' noun 1 solid part of earth's 

erial or projecting mass of this. 3 (the Roen nat 
raltar. 4 large detached stone. 5 US Stone of an 
size. 6 firm support or protection. 7 hard sweet 
usually as peppermint-flavoured stick. 8 slan 
precious stone, esp. diamond. n on the rocks ear 
loquial 1 short of money. 2 (of marriage) broken 
down. 3 (of drink) served with ice cubes, 
rock-bottom very lowest (level). rock cake bun 
with rough surface. rock crystal crystallized 
quartz. rock face vertical surface of natural 
rock. rock garden rockery. rock plant plant that 
grows on or among rocks. rock salmon catfish, 
dogfish, etc. rock salt common salt as Solid 
mineral. 


| @ 2 crag, outcrop, tor. 4, 5 boulder, stone. 


rock? verb 1 move gently to and fro; set, keep, or 
be in such motion; (cause to) sway. 2 shake, reel, 
oscillate. 3 shock. © noun 1 rocking motion. 2 
rock and roll. 3 popular music influenced by this. 
o rock and roll, rock'n’ roll popular dance music 
with heavy beat and blues influence. rocking 
chair chair on rockers or springs. rocking horse 
toy horse on rockers or springs. 

a verb 1 move to and fro, oscillate, sway, swing. 2 

lurch, oscillate, pitch, reel, roll, shake, toss, totter, 

wobble. 3 see SHOCK’ verb 2. 


rocker noun 1 device for rocking, esp. curved 
bar etc. on which something rocks. 2 rocking- 
chair. 3 rock music devotee, esp. leather-clad 
motorcyclist. 


rockery noun (plural -ies) pile of rough stones 
with soil between them for growing rock plants 
on. 


rocket /‘rokit/ noun 1 firework or signal pro- 
pelled to great height after ignition. 2 engine 
operating on same principle. 3 rocket-propelled 
missile, spacecraft, etc. @verb (-t-) 1 move 
rapidly upwards or away. 2 bombard with 
rockets. 
rocketry noun science or practice of rocket pro- 
pulsion. ; 
rocky’ adjective (-ier, -iest) of, like, or full 0 
rocks. 


| m pebbly, rough, rugged, stony. 


rocky? adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial unsteady: 
tottering. 
@ see UNSTEADY 1. 


f ornate style of 


rococo /ra'kaukau/ adjective o isth-c. Europe- 


art, music, and literature in 
@ noun this style. $ 
rod noun 1 slender straight round si 


2 cane for flogging. 3 fishing rod. 
measure of length (5% yds). 


ck or bar 
historical 
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a 1 bar, baton, cane, dowel, pole, rail, shaft, spoke, 
staff, stick, strut, wand. 


rode past of RIDE. 


rodent /‘raud(s)nt/ noun mammal with strong 
incisors and no canine teeth (e.g. rat, squirrel, 
beaver). 


rodeo [raudieu/ noun (plural-s) 1 exhibition of 
cowboys’ skills. 2 round-up of cattle for branding 
etc. 


roe’ noun 1 (also hard roe) mass of eggs in female 
fish. 2 (also soft roe) male fish’s milt. 


roe’ noun (plural same or -s) (also roe-deer) 
small kind of deer.  roebuck male roe. 


roentgen /‘rantjan/ noun (also röntgen) unit of 
exposure to ionizing radiation. 


rogation /rav'ge1(a)n/ noun (usually in plural) 
litany of the saints chanted on the 3 days 
(Rogation Days) before Ascension Day. 


roger /'rod3ə/ interjection 1 your message has 
been received and understood. 2 slang I agree. 


rogue /raug/ noun 1 dishonest or unprincipled 
person. 2 jocular mischievous person. 3 wild 
fierce animal driven or living apart from herd. 4 
inferior or defective specimen. o roguery noun 
(plural -ies). roguish adjective. roguishness 
noun. 
m 1 blackguard, charlatan, cheat, con man, 
criminal, fraud, knave, quack, archaic rapscallion, 
rascal, ruffian, scoundrel, swindler, trickster, 
villain, wastrel, wretch. 2 devil, imp, 
mischief-maker, archaic rapscallion, rascal, 
scallywag, colloquial scamp, wretch. 


roister /‘roista/ verb (esp. as roistering adjective) 
revel noisily; be uproarious. o roisterer noun. 


role zoun (also rôle) 1 actor’s part. 2 person's or 
thing’s function. o role model person on whom 
others model themselves. role-playing, -play 
acting of characters or situations as aid in psy- 
chotherapy, teaching, etc. role-play verb. 


g 1 character, part. 2 contribution, duty, function, 
Job, position, post, task. 


roll /raul/ verb 1 (cause to) move or go in some 
direction by turning over and over on axis. 2 
rotate. 3 make cylindrical or spherical by revolv- 
ing between two surfaces or over on itself. 4 
gather into mass. 5 (often + along, by, etc.) move 
or be carried on or as if on wheels. 6 flatten with 
roller. 7 sway or rock. 8 proceed unsteadily. 9 
undulate; show undulating motion or surface. 10 
sound with vibration. @ noun 1 rolling motion or 
gait. 2 undulation. 3 act of rolling. 4 rhythmic 
rumbling sound. 5 anything forming cylinder by 
being turned over on itself without folding. 6 
small loaf of bread for one person. 7 official list 
or register.  roll-call calling of list of names to 
establish presence. rolled gold thin coating of 
gold applied by roller to base metal. rolled oats 
husked and crushed oats. roll in 1 arrive (in 
quantity). 2 wallow in. rolling mill machine or 
factory for rolling metal into shape. rolling pin 
roller for pastry. rolling stock company’s 
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railway or (US) road vehicles. rollmop rolled 
pickled herring fillet. roll-neck having high 
loosely turned-over collar. roll-on applied by 
means of rotating ball. roll-on roll-off (of ship 
etc.) in which vehicles are driven directly on and 
off. roll-top desk desk with flexible cover sliding 
in curved grooves. roll up 1 colloquial arrive. 2 
make into roll. roll-up noun hand-rolled cigar- 
ette. strike off the rolls debar from practising as 
solicitor. 
m verb 1, 2 go round, move round, revolve, rotate, 
run, somersault, spin, tumble, turn. 3 coil, curl, 
furl, twist, wind. 6 flatten, level off, level out, 
smooth. 7, 8 lumber, lurch, pitch, reel, rock, 
stagger, sway, toss, totter, wallow, welter. © noun 
5 cylinder, reel, scroll, spool, tube. 7 catalogue, 
directory, index, inventory, list, listing, record, 
register. 0 roll in 1 see ARRIVE 1. roll up 1 see 
ARRIVE 1. 


roller noun 1 revolving cylinder for smoothing, 
flattening, crushing, spreading, etc. 2 small 
cylinder on which hair is rolled for setting. 3 
long swelling wave. croller bearing bearing 
with cylinders instead of balls. roller coaster 
switchback at fair etc. roller-skate noun 1 frame 
with small wheels, strapped to shoes. 2 boot with 
small wheels underneath. @verb move on 
roller-skates. roller towel towel with ends joined 
held on roller. 


rollicking /‘rolikm/ adjective jovial, exuberant. 


roly-poly /raulr'pauli/ noun (plural -ies) (also 
roly-poly pudding) pudding of rolled-up suet 
pastry covered with jam and boiled or baked. 
© adjective podgy, plump. 

ROM noun Computing read-only memory. 


Roman /‘rauman/ adjective 1 of ancient Rome or 
its territory or people. 2 of medieval or modern 
Rome. 3 Roman Catholic. 4 (roman) (of type) 
plain and upright, used in ordinary print. 5 (of 
the alphabet etc.) based on the ancient Roman 
system with letters A-Z. © noun (plural -s) 1 
citizen of ancient Roman Republic or Empire, or 
of modern Rome. 2 Roman Catholic. 3 (roman) 
roman type. o Roman candle firework dischar- 
ging coloured sparks. Roman Catholic © adjec- 
tive of part of Christian Church acknowledging 
Pope as its head. @ noun member of this. Roman 
Catholicism noun. Roman Empire historical 
that established in 27 BC and divided in AD 395. 
Roman law law code of ancient Rome, forming 
basis of many modern codes. Roman nose one 
with high bridge. roman numerals numerals 
expressed in letters of Roman alphabet. 
Oromanize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing). 
romanization noun. 


romance /rau'mzns/ noun (also /‘rau-/) 1 ideal- 

ized, poetic, or unworldly atmosphere or ten- 
dency. 2 love affair. 3 (work of) literature con- 
cerning romantic love, stirring action, etc. 4 
medieval tale of chivalry. 5 exaggeration; pictur- 
esque falsehood. @ adjective (Romance) (of a 
language) descended from Latin. @ verb (-cing) 1 
exaggerate, fantasize. 2 woo. 

n noun 1 adventure, colour, excitement, 

fascination, glamour, mystery. 2 affair, amour, 


Romanesque | rope 


attachment, intrigue, liaison, love affair, colloquial 
relationship. 3 idyll, love story, novel. 


Romanesque /rauma'nesk/ noun style of 
European architecture c. 900-1200, with massive 
vaulting and round arches. @ adjective of this 
style. 

Romanian /rav'memian/ (also Rumanian 
/ru:-/) noun native, national, or language of 
Romania. © adjective of Romania or its people, or 
language. 

romantic /rəv'mæntık/ adjective 1 of, charac- 
terized by, or suggestive of romance. 2 inclined 
towards or involving romance in love. 3 imagin- 
ative, visionary. 4 (of literature or music etc.) 
concerned more with emotion than with form. 
5 (also Romantic) of the 18th-19th-c. romantic 
movement or style in European arts. © noun 1 
romantic person. 2 romanticist. 0 romantically 
adverb. 

m adjective 1 colourful, dreamlike, exotic, 

fabulous, fairy-tale, glamorous, idyllic, nostalgic, 

picturesque. 2 affectionate, amorous, emotional, 
erotic, loving, passionate, sexy, colloquial soppy, 
tender. 3 chimerical, idealistic, illusory, 
impractical, improbable, quixotic, colloquial 
starry-eyed, unrealistic, unworkable, Utopian, 
visionary. 4 emotional, heart-warming, nostalgic, 
sentimental, sloppy, tender. 


romanticism /ravu'mentisiz(a)m/ noun (also 
Romanticism) adherence to romantic style in 
literature, art, etc. o romanticist, Romanticist 
noun. 


romanticize /rau'mentisaiz/ verb (also -ise) 
(-zing or -sing) 1 make romantic. 2 exaggerate. 3 
indulge in romance. 


Romany /‘romani/ noun (plural -ies) 1 Gypsy. 
2 language of Gypsies. © adjective of Gypsies or 
Romany language. 


Romeo /‘raumiau/ noun (plural -s) passionate 
male lover or seducer. 


romp verb 1 play roughly and energetically. 2 
(+ along, past, etc.) colloquial proceed without 
effort. @ noun spell of romping. o romp in, home 
colloquial win easily. 

rompers plural noun (also romper suit) young 
child’s one-piece garment. 

rondeau ['rondeu/ noun (plural -x same pro- 
nunciation or Izp short poem with two rhymes 
only, and opening words used as refrains. 


rondel /'rond(ə)l/ noun rondeau. 


rondo ['rondau/ noun (plural -s) musical form 
with recurring leading theme. 


röntgen = RoENTGEN. 


rood /ru:d/ noun 1 crucifix, esp. on rood-screen. 
2 quarter-acre. Orood-screen carved screen 
separating nave and chancel. 


roof /ru:f/ noun (plural roofs /ru:vz/) 1 upper 
covering of building. 2 top of covered vehicle etc. 
3 top interior surface of oven, cave, mine, etc. 
© verb 1 (often + in, over) cover with roof. 2 be 
roof of. ū roof of the mouth palate. roof-rack 
framework for luggage on top of vehicle. rooftop 
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1 outer surface of roof. 2 (in 
houses etc. (in plural) tops of 
rook’ /rok/ noun black bird of 
nesting in colonies. © verb colloquial a family 
(customer) extortionately. 2 win money ae 
etc., esp. by swindling. Cards 


rook? /ruk/ noun chess piece wit 
shaped top. ith battlement, 


rookery noun ( plural -ies) colon 
guins, or seals. y Of rooks, pen. 


rookie /'rukı/ noun slang recruit. 


room /ru:m/ noun 1 space for, or occupi: 
something. 2 capacity; scope. 3 part of buin ; 
enclosed by walls. 4 (in plural) apartments œ 
lodgings. © verb US have room(s); lodge. a room 
service provision of food etc. in hotel bedroom 
m noun 1, 2 area, capacity, colloquial elbow room, 
freedom, latitude, leeway, margin, play, scope, : 
space, territory. 3 cell, archaic chamber. 4 (rooms) 
see LODGING 2. 


roomy adjective (-ier, -iest) having much room; 
spacious. O roominess noun. 


n big, capacious, commodious, large, sizeable, 
spacious, voluminous. 


roost /ru:st/ noun bird’s perch. © verb (of bird) 
settle for rest or sleep. 

rooster noun domestic cock. 

root! /ru:t/ noun 1 part of plant below ground 
conveying nourishment from soil. 2 (in plural) 
fibres or branches of this. 3 plant with edible 
root. 4 such root. 5 (in plural) emotional attach- 
ment or family ties in a place. 6 embedded part 
ofhair or tooth etc. 7 basic cause, source. 8 Math- 
ematics number which multiplied by itself a 
given number of times yields a given number, 
esp. square root. 9 core ofa word. © verb 1 (cause 
to) take root. 2 (esp. as rooted adjective) fix or 
establish firmly. 3 pull up by roots. o root out 
find and get rid of. rootstock 1 rhizome. 2 plant 
into which graft is inserted. 3 source from which 
offshoots have arisen. take root 1 begin to draw 
nourishment from the soil. 2 become estab- 
lished. o rootless adjective. 

m noun 1 radicle, rhizome, tap root, tuber. 7 base, 

basis, bottom, cause, foundation, poetical fount, 

origin, seat, source, starting point. o root out see 

REMOVE verb 1. 


d) 

root? /ru:t/ verb 4 (often + up) turn up (groun 
with snout etc. in search of food. 2 (+ around 
etc.) rummage. 3 (+ out, up) extract by jause or 
ging. 4 (+ for) US slang encourage by app'a 


support. 
together 
ropenoun1stoutcordmadeby meen beste 


strands of hemp or wire etc. 2 (+ x 
onions, pearls etc. 3 (the rope) (halter fn) 
tion by hanging. © verb (-ping) 1 fasten oo 
with rope. 2 (+ off, in) enclose with rops ow how 
learn, or show the ropes know, learn, $ eto take 
to doa thing properly. rope into persua! 

part (in). 

a noun 1 cable, cord, halyard, ha 
lariat, lasso, line, tether. 2 strand, 
bind, fasten, hitch, lash, moor, tether, 


wser, lanyares 
string. 9 ver 
tie. 
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ropy adjective (also ropey) (-ier, -iest) colloquial 
poor in quality. o ropiness noun. 

Roquefort /‘rokfo:/ noun proprietary term soft 
blue ewe's-milk cheese. 


rorqual /'ro:kw(ə)l/ noun whale with dorsal fin. 


rosaceous /rav'zaifas/ adjective of plant family 
including the rose. 


rosary /‘ravzart/ noun (plural -ies) RC Church 
1 repeated sequence of prayers. 2 string of beads 
for keeping count in this. 


rose’ /rauz/ noun 1 prickly shrub bearing fra- 
grant red, pink, yellow, or white flowers. 2 this 
flower. 3 pinkish-red colour or (usually in 
plural) complexion. 4 rose-shaped design: 5 
fitting on ceiling from which electric light hangs 
by cable. 6 spray nozzle of watering-can etc. 7 (in 
plural) used to express ease, luck, etc. © adjective 
rose-coloured. O rosebowl bowl for cut roses, 
esp. given as prize. rosebud 1 bud of rose. 2 
pretty girl. rose-coloured 1 pinkish-red. 2 cheer- 
ful, optimistic. rose-hip fruit of rose. rose-water 
perfume made from roses. rose-window circular 
window with roselike tracery. rosewood 
close-grained wood used in making furniture. 

rose? past of RISE. 

rosé /‘rauzet/ noun light pink wine. [French] 

rosemary /‘ravzmari/ noun evergreen fragrant 
shrub used as herb. 

rosette /rau'zet/ noun rose-shaped ornament 
made of ribbons etc. or carved in stone etc. 

rosin /‘rozm/ noun resin, esp. in solid form. 
© verb (-n-) rub with rosin. 

RoSPA /'rospa/ abbreviation Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Accidents. 

roster /'rostə/ noun list or plan of turns of duty 
etc. © verb place on roster. 

rostrum /‘rostram/ noun (plural rostra or -s) 
platform for public speaking etc. 

rosy /'rəvzı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 pink, red. 2 
optimistic, hopeful. o rosiness noun. 

rot verb (-tt-) 1 undergo decay by putrefaction. 2 
perish; waste away. 3 cause to rot; make rotten. 
noun 1 decay, rottenness. 2 slang nonsense. 
3 decline in standards etc. © interjection: ex- 
Pressing incredulity or ridicule. u rot-gut slang 
cheap harmful alcohol. 

m verb 1, 2 corrode, crumble, decay, decompose, 

degenerate, deteriorate, disintegrate, fester, go 

bad, go off, moulder, perish, putrefy, spoil. @ noun 

1 corrosion, corruption, decay, decomposition, 

deterioration, disintegration, mould, mouldiness, 

putrefaction. 2 see NONSENSE 1. 


rota /‘rauta/ noun list of duties to be done or 
people to do them in turn. 


| u list, roster, schedule. 


rotary /'rəvtərı/ adjective acting by rotation. 
© noun ( plural-ies) 1 rotary machine. 2 (Rotary; 
in full Rotary International) worldwide charit- 
able society of businessmen. 

u adjective gyrating, revolving, rotating, rotatory, 

spinning, turning, twirling, twisting, whirling. 


ropy | rough 


rotate /rau'teit/ verb (-ting) 1 move round axis 
or centre; revolve. 2 arrange or take in rotation. 
Orotatory /‘rautatart/ adjective. 

@ 1 go round, gyrate, move round, pirouette, pivot, 

reel, revolve, roll, spin, Swivel, turn, twiddle, twirl, 

twist, wheel, whirl. 2 alternate, pass round, share 

out, take in turn, take turns. 


rotation noun 1 rotating, being rotated. 2 recur- 
rent series or period; regular succession. 3 
growing of different crops in regular order. 
U rotational adjective. 

rote noun (usually in by rote) mechanical repeti- 
tion (in order to memorize). 

rotisserie /rau'tisart/ noun 1 restaurant etc. 
where meat is roasted. 2 revolving spit for roast- 
ing food. 


rotor /‘rauta/ noun 1 rotary part of machine. 2 
rotating aerofoil on helicopter. 

rotten /'rot(ə)n/ adjective (-er, est) 1 rotting or 
rotted; fragile from age etc. 2 morally or politic- 
ally corrupt. 3 slang disagreeable, worthless. 
a rotten borough historical (before 1832) English 
borough electing MP though having very few 
voters. O rottenness noun. 

m 1 bad, corroded, crumbling, decayed, decaying, 

decomposed, disintegrating, foul, mouldering, 

mouldy, colloquial off, overripe, perished, putrid, 

tusty, smelly, tainted, unsound. 2 see IMMORAL. 


rotter noun slang objectionable person. 

Rottweiler /'rotvailə/ noun black-and-tan dog 
noted for ferocity. 

rotund /rau'tand/ adjective plump, podgy. 
Crotundity noun. 

rotunda /rəv'tandə/ noun circular building, 
esp. domed. 

rouble /'ru:b(ə)l/ noun (also ruble) monetary 
unit of Russia etc. 


roué /'ru:e1/ noun (esp. elderly) debauchee. 


rouge /ru:3/ noun red cosmetic used to colour 
cheeks. © verb (-ging) 1 colour with or apply 
rouge. 2 blush. 

rough /raf/ adjective 1 having uneven surface; 
not smooth or level. 2 shaggy; coarse. 3 (of 
weather, sea, etc.) violent. 4 not mild, quiet, or 
gentle. 5 (of wine) harsh. 6 insensitive. 7 unpleas- 
ant, severe. 8 lacking finish etc. 9 rudimentary. 
10 approximate. @adverb in a rough way. 
@ noun 1 (usually the rough) hardship. 2 rough 
ground. 3 hooligan. 4 unfinished or natural 
state. © verb 1 make rough. 2 (+ out, in) sketch 
or plan roughly. drough-and-ready rough or 
crude but effective; not over-particular. rough- 
and-tumble @adjective irregular, disorderly. 
@noun scuffle. roughcast @noun plaster of 
lime and gravel. @ verb coat with this. rough 
diamond 1 uncut diamond. 2 rough but honest 
person. rough house slang disturbance; rough 
fight. rough it colloquial do without basic com- 
forts. rough justice 1 treatment that is approxi- 
mately fair. 2 unfair treatment. roughneck 
colloquial 1 worker on oil rig. 2 rough person. 
rough up slang attack violently. a roughen verb. 
roughly adverb. roughness noun. 


roughage | routine 


| m adjective 1 broken, bumpy, coarse, craggy, 
irregular, jagged, knobbly, lumpy, pitted, rocky, 
rugged, rutted, stony, uneven. 2 bristly, calloused, 
chapped, coarse, hairy, harsh, leathery, ragged, 
scratchy, shaggy, unshaven, wrinkled. 3 agitated, 
choppy, stormy, tempestuous, turbulent, violent, 
| wild. 4 (rough voice) cacophonous, discordant, 
| grating, gruff, harsh, hoarse, husky, rasping, 
raucous, strident, unmusical, unpleasant; (rough 
manners, a rough fellow) badly behaved, bluff, 
blunt, brusque, churlish, ill-bred, impolite, loutish, 
rowdy, rude, surly, ugly, uncivil, uncivilized, 
undisciplined, unfriendly; (rough treatment) 
brutal, cruel, insensitive, painful, severe, 
thuggish, tough, violent. 6 see UNKIND. 7 
demanding, difficult, exacting, hard, severe, 
taxing, tough, unpleasant. 8, 9 amateurish, 
careless, clumsy, crude, hasty, imperfect, 
incomplete, inept, rough-and-ready, rudimentary, 
| unfinished, unpolished, unskilful. 10 
approximate, general, hasty, imprecise, inexact, 
colloquial sketchy, vague. 0 roughly about, 
approximately, around, close to, nearly. 


roughage noun fibrous material in food, stimu- 
lating intestinal action. 

roughshod /‘raffod/ o ride roughshod over 
treat arrogantly. 

roulade /ru:'la:d/ noun 1 filled rolled piece of 
meat, sponge, etc. 2 quick succession of notes. 


roulette /ru:'let/ noun gambling game with ball 
dropped on revolving numbered wheel. 
round /raund/ adjective 1 shaped like circle, 
sphere, or cylinder. 2 (of person, figure) rotund, 
plump. 3 done with circular motion. 4(ofnumber 
etc.) without odd units. 5 entire, continuous, 
complete. 6 candid. 7 (of voice etc.) sonorous. 
@ noun 1 round object. 2 revolving motion; circu- 
lar or recurring course. 3 series. 4 route for de- 
liveries, inspection, etc. 5 drink etc. for each 
member of group. 6 one bullet, shell, etc. 7 slice 
of bread. 8 sandwich made from two slices. 9 
joint of beef from haunch. 10 one period of play 
etc. 11 one stage in competition. 12 playing ofall 
holes in golf course once. 13 song for unaccom- 
panied voices overlapping at intervals. 14 rung 
of ladder. 15 (+ of) circumference or extent of. 
@ adverb 1 with circular motion. 2 with return 
to starting point or change to opposite position. 
3 to, at, or affecting circumference, area, group, 
etc. 4 in every direction from a centre. 5 measur- 
ing (specified distance) in girth. @ preposition 1 
so as to encircle or enclose. 2 at or to points on 
circumference of. 3 with successive visits to. 4 
within a radius of; having as central point. 5 so 
as to pass in curved course. 6 having thus passed. 
© verb 1 give or take round shape. 2 pass round 
(corner etc.). 3 (usually + up, down) express 
(number) approximately. o in the round 1 with 
all angles or features shown or considered. 2 
with audience all round theatre stage. Round- 
head historical member of Parliamentary party 
in English Civil War. round off make complete 
or less angular. round on attack unexpectedly. 
round out provide with more details; finish. 
round robin 1 petition with signatures in circle 
to conceal order of writing. 2 tournament in 
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which each competitor 
round-shouldered E other, 
forward and back rounded. Round Table in 
national charitable association. round pl 
assembly for discussion, esp. at confere D 
round the clock all day and night. round tri on 
to one or more places and back. round up fe) 
or bring together. round-up noun 1 roundin as 
2 summary. Sup. 
@ adjective 1 annular, ball-shaped, bulbous 
circular, curved, cylindrical, disc-shaped, : 
globular, hoop-shaped, formal orbicular, 
orb-shaped, ring-shaped, spherical, spheroid, 2 
ample, fat, full, plump, rotund, rounded. © noun 
10, 11 bout, contest, game, heat, stage. © verb 2 
skirt, travel round, turn. 0 round off see COMPLETE 
verb 1-2. round on see ATTACK verb 1. 
round-shouldered humpbacked, hunchbacked 
stooping. round up see ASSEMBLE 2. ` i 


roundabout noun 1 road junction with traffic 
passing in one direction round central island. 
2 revolving device in children’s playground: 
merry-go-round. © adjective 1 circuitous, indir- 
ect; circumlocutory. 

a noun 1 traffic island. 2 carousel, 

merry-go-round, whirligig. © adjective circuitous, 

circular, circumlocutory, devious, indirect, long, 

meandering, oblique, rambling, tortuous, twisting, 

winding. 


roundel /‘raund(s)l/ noun 1 circular mark. 2 
small disc, medallion. 


roundelay /‘raundile!/ noun short simple song 
with refrain. 


rounders /‘raundaz/ noun team game in which 
players hit ball and run through round of bases. 

roundly adverb bluntly, severely. 

rouse /ravz/ verb (-sing) 1 (cause to) wake. 2 
(often + up) make or become active or excited. 3 
anger. 4 evoke (feelings). o rousing adjective. 

B 1 arise, arouse, awaken, call, get up, wake up. 2 

agitate, animate, electrify, excite, galvanize, goad, 

incite, inflame, provoke, spur on, stimulate, stir up, 

colloquial wind up, work up. 


roustabout /‘raustabaut/ noun 1 labourer on 
oil rig. 2 unskilled or casual labourer. 

rout /raut/ noun 1 disorderly retreat of defeated 
troops. 2 overthrow, defeat. © verb 1 puttofligh 
2 defeat. 


m verb conquer, crush, defeat, overpower, _ r 
overthrow, overwhelm, put to flight, colloquia 
send packing. 


route /ru:t/ noun way taken (esp. regularly} 
from one place to another. © verb (-teing) : 
etc. by particular route. o route march tra 
march for troops. 


7 7 r 
routine /ru''ti:n/ noun 1 regular couman T 


cedure; unvarying performance te 3 
2 set sequence in dance, comedy ach je active 
sequence of instructions to computer. 
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1 performed as routine. 2 of customary or stand- 
ard kind. o routinely adverb. 

a noun 1 custom, colloquial drill, habit, method, 
pattern, plan, practice, procedure, schedule, 
system, way. 2 act, number, performance, 
programme, set piece. © adjective accustomed, 
commonplace, customary, everyday, familiar, 
habitual, humdrum, normal, ordinary, perfunctory, 
planned, regular, run-of-the-mill, scheduled, 
standard, uneventful, usual, well rehearsed. 


roux /ru:/ noun (plural same) mixture of fat and 
flour used in sauces etc. 

rove /ravv/ verb (-ving) 1 wander without set- 
tling; roam. 2 (of eyes) look about. 

rover noun wanderer. 

row’ /rav/ noun 1 line of people or things. 2 line 
of seats in theatre etc. o inarow1 formingarow. 
2 colloquial in succession. 

n 1 chain, column, cordon, file, line, queue, rank, 

sequence, series, string, tier. 


row? /rau/ verb 1 propel (boat) with oars. 2 
convey thus. © noun 1 spell of rowing. 2 trip in 
rowing boat. rowing boat small boat propelled 
by oars. o rower noun. 

row’ /rav/ colloquial noun 1 loud noise, commo- 
tion. 2 quarrel, dispute. 3 severe reprimand. 
© verb 1 make or engage in row. 2 reprimand. 

u noun 1 commotion, fuss, hubbub, hullabaloo, 
noise, racket, colloquial rumpus, tumult, uproar. 2 
altercation, argument, controversy, disagreement, 
dispute, fight, fracas, quarrel, colloquial ructions, 
slanging match, squabble. © verb 1 see QUARREL 
verb 2, 


rowan /‘raven/ oun 1 (in full rowan tree) moun- 
tain ash. 2 (in full rowan-berry) its scarlet berry. 

rowdy /‘raudi/ adjective (-ier, -lest) noisy and 
disorderly. © noun (plural -ies) rowdy person. 
Orowdily adverb. rowdiness noun. rowdyism 
noun. 

adjective badly behaved, boisterous, disorderly, 

ill-disciplined, irrepressible, lawless, noisy, 

obstreperous, riotous, rough, turbulent, 

undisciplined, unruly, violent, wild. 


rowel /‘raval/ noun spiked revolving disc at end 
of spur. 
rowlock ['rolək/ noun device for holding oar in 
place. 
royal /'‘ratal/ adjective 1 of, suited to, or worthy 
of king or queen. 2 in service or under patronage 
of king or queen. 3 of family of king or queen. 
4 splendid. 5 on great scale. © noun colloquial 
member of royal family. o royal blue deep vivid 
blue. Royal Commission commission of inquiry 
appointed by Crown at request of government. 
royal flush straight poker flush headed by ace. 
royal jelly substance secreted by worker bees 
and fed to future queen bees. Royal Navy British 
navy. royal ‘we’ use of ‘we’ instead of ‘I’ by single 
person. o royally adverb. 
adjective 1 imperial, kingly, majestic, princely, 
queenly, regal, sovereign, stately. 4 see 
SPLENDID 1. 


roux | rubber 


royalist noun supporter of monarchy, esp. his- 
torical of King’s side in English Civil War. 


royalty noun (plural-ies) 1 being royal. 2 royal 
people. 3 member of royal family. 4 percentage 
of profit from book, public performance, patent, 
etc. paid to author etc. 5 royal right (now esp. 
over minerals) granted by sovereign. 6 payment 
ney producer of minerals etc. to owner of 
site etc. 


RP abbreviation Received Pronunciation. 

RPI abbreviation retail price index. 

rpm abbreviation revolutions per minute. 

RSA abbreviation 1 Royal Society of Arts. 2 


Royal Scottish Academy. 3 Royal Scottish Aca- 
demician. 


RSC abbreviation Royal Shakespeare Company. 
RSM abbreviation Regimental Sergeant-Major. 


RSPB abbreviation Royal Society for the Protec- 
tion of Birds. 


RSPCA abbreviation Royal Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals. 


ney. abbreviation Revised Standard Version (of 
Bible). 


RSVP abbreviation please answer (répondez s'il 
vous plait). 
Rt. Hon. abbreviation Right Honourable. 


Rt Revd abbreviation (also Rt. Rev.) Right Rev- 
erend. 


rub verb (-bb-) 1 move hand etc. firmly over 
surface of. 2 (usually + against, in, on, over) apply 
(hand etc.) thus. 3 polish, clean, or make dry by 
rubbing. 4 abrade, chafe, or make sore or bare 
by rubbing. 5 (+ in, into, through, over) apply by 
rubbing. 6 (often + together, against, on) move 
with friction or slide (objects) against each other. 
7 get frayed or worn by friction. © noun 1 action 
or spell of rubbing. 2 impediment or difficulty. 
o rub down dry or smooth or clean by rubbing. 
rub it in emphasize fact etc. rub off (usually + on) 
be transferred by contact; be transmitted. rub 
out erase with rubber. rub up the wrong way 
irritate. 

u verb 1 caress, knead, massage, smooth, stroke. 

3 buff, burnish, polish, scour, scrub, shine, wipe. 4 

abrade, chafe, graze, scrape, wear away. O rub it 

in see EMPHASIZE. rub out see ERASE 1. rub up the 

wrong way see ANNOY 1. 


rubato /ru:'ba:tau/ noun Music (plural -s or -ti 
/-ti/) temporary disregarding of strict tempo. 

rubber’ /‘raba/ noun 1 elastic substance made 
from latex of plants or synthetically. 2 piece of 
this or other substance for erasing pencil marks. 
3 (in plural) US galoshes. o rubber band loop of 
rubber to hold papers etc. rubberneck colloquial 
(be) inquisitive sightseer. rubber plant 1 trop- 
ical plant often grown as house-plant. 2 (also 
rubber tree) tree yielding latex. rubber stamp 1 
device for inking and imprinting on surface. 2 
(person giving) mechanical endorsement of 
actions etc. rubber-stamp approve automatic- 
ally. o rubberize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing). 
rubbery adjective. 


rubber | Rugby 


rubber /‘raba/ noun series of games between 
same sides or people at whist, bridge, cricket, 
etc. 
rubbish /‘rabif/ moun 1 waste or worthless 
matter; litter; trash. 2 (often as interjection) non- 
sense. @verb colloquial criticize contemptu- 
ously. o rubbishy adjective. 
1 debris, detritus, dregs, dross, filth, flotsam and 
jet»am, US garbage, junk, leavings, leftovers, litter, 
lumber, colloquial muck, odds and ends, offal, 
offcuts, refuse, rejects, rubble, scrap, slops, 
sweepings, esp. US trash, waste. 2 see 
NONSENSE 1. 


rubble /'rab(ə)l/ noun rough fragments of stone, 
brick, etc. 


rubella /ru:'belə/ noun formal German measles. 


Rubicon /‘ru:bikon/ noun point from which 
there is no going back. 


rubicund /‘ru:bikand/ adjective ruddy, red- 
faced. 

ruble = ROUBLE. 

rubric /‘ru:brik/ noun 1 heading or passage in 
red or special lettering. 2 explanatory words. 3 
established custom or rule. 4 direction for 
conduct of divine service in liturgical book. 


ruby /'ru:bi/ noun (plural -ies) 4 crimson or 
rose-coloured precious stone. 2 deep red colour. 
@ adjective ruby-coloured. o ruby wedding 40th 
wedding anniversary. 


RUC abbreviation Royal Ulster Constabulary. 


ruche /ru:J/ noun frill or gathering of lace etc. 
o ruched adjective. 


ruck' noun 1 (the ruck) main group of com- 
petitors not likely to overtake leaders. 2 undis- 
tinguished crowd of people or things. 3 Rugby 
loose scrum. 


ruck? verb (often + up) crease, wrinkle. © noun 
crease, wrinkle. 


rucksack /'raksæk/ noun bag carried on back, 
esp. by hikers. 


ruckus /'rakəs/ noun esp. US row, commotion. 


ruction /‘rakJ(e)n/ noun colloquial 1 disturb- 
ance, tumult. 2 (in plural) row. 


rudder /'radə/ noun flat piece hinged to vessel’s 
stern or rear ofaeroplane for steering. o rudder- 
less adjective. 


ruddy /'radi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 freshly or 
healthily red. 2 reddish. 3 colloquial bloody, 
damnable. o ruddiness noun. 


| m 1 flushed, fresh, glowing, healthy, red, sunburnt. 


rude adjective 1 impolite, offensive. 2 roughly 

made or done. 3 primitive, uneducated. 4 abrupt, 

sudden. 5 colloquial indecent, lewd. 6 vigorous, 

hearty. o rudely adverb. rudeness noun. 
u 1 abrupt, abusive, bad-mannered, 
bad-tempered, blasphemous, blunt, boorish, 
brusque, cheeky, churlish, coarse, derogatory 
common, condescending, contemptuous, 
discourteous, disparaging, disrespectful, foul, 
graceless, gross, colloquial ignorant, ill-bred, 
ill-mannered, impertinent, impolite, improper, 
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impudent, in bad taste, inconsiderate, insolent 

insulting, loutish, mocking, naughty, oafish, ` 
offensive, offhand, patronizing, peremptory 
personal (remarks), saucy, scurrilous, Shameles 
tactless, unchivalrous, uncivil, uncomplimentar 
uncouth, ungracious, unmannerly, unprintable, 
vulgar. 2 awkward, basic, bumbling, clumsy, crud 
inartistic, primitive, rough, rough-hewn, simple = 
unpolished, unskilful, unsubtle, 3 primitive, ` 
uneducated, unrefined, unsophisticated. 4 
abrupt, startling, sudden, unexpected. 5 see 
NAUGHTY 2, OBSCENE 1. 0 rudeness abuse, 
colloquial backchat, bad manners, boorishness 
cheek, churlishness, condescension, contempt, 
discourtesy, disrespect, impertinence, i 
impudence, incivility, insolence, insults, 
oafishness, tactlessness, vulgarity. 


rudiment /‘ru:dimont/ noun 1 (in plural) ele- 
ments or first principles of subject. 2 (in plural) 
imperfect'beginning of something undeveloped. 
3 vestigial or undeveloped part or organ. o rudi- 
mentary /-'mentərı/ adjective. 
u 1 (rudiments) basic principles, basics, elements, 
essentials, first principles, foundations, Š 
fundamentals. 0 rudimentary basic, crude, 
elementary, embryonic, immature, initial, 
introductory, preliminary, primitive, provisional, 
undeveloped. 


rue’ verb (rues, rued, rueing or ruing) repent of: 
wish undone or non-existent. 

rue? noun evergreen shrub with bitter strong- 
scented leaves. 

rueful adjective genuinely or humorously sor- 
rowful. o ruefully adverb. ruefulness noun. 

ruff' noun 1 projecting starched frill worn round 
neck. 2 projecting or coloured ring of feathers or 
hair round bird’s or animal’s neck. 3 domestic 
pigeon. 

ruff verb trump at cards. © noun trumping. 

ruffian /‘rafion/ noun violent lawless person. 

m colloquial brute, bully, desperado, gangster, 

hoodlum, hooligan, lout, mugger, rogue, 

scoundrel, thug, tough, villain, slang yob. 


ruffle /‘raf(e)l/ verb (-ling) 1 disturb smoothness 
or Heda of. 2 upset calmness of (person). 3 
gather into ruffle. 4 make (esp. hair) untidy. 
(often + up) (of bird) erect (feathers) in anger, 
display, etc. © noun frill of lace etc. 

m verb 1 agitate, disturb, ripple, stir. 2 annoy, 

confuse, disconcert, disquiet, fluster, irritate, 

nettle, colloquial rattle, colloquial throw, unnerve, 

unsettle, upset, vex, worry. 4 derange, disarrange, 

disorder, mess up, rumple, tangle, tousle. 


rufous /‘ru:fos/ adjective reddish-brown. ja 

rug noun 1 floor-mat. 2 thick woollen wrap 
coverlet. 
l @ 2 blanket, coverlet. EA 

ii 

Rugby /‘ragbi/ noun (in full Rugby footba A 
Po SS ee with oval ball that may 
kicked or carried. o Rugby League Rugby "aof 
teams of 13. Rugby Union Rugby W1 
15. 
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rugged /‘ragid/ adjective 1 (esp. of ground) 
rough, uneven. 2 (of features) furrowed, irregu- 
lar. 3 harsh. 4 robust. 5 unpolished, rough. 
druggedly adverb. ruggedness noun. 
5 1 bumpy, craggy, irregular, Jagged, pitted, rocky, 
rough, stony, uneven. 2 craggy, furrowed, lined, 
weather-beaten. 3 arduous, difficult, hard, harsh, 
onerous, rough, severe, tough. 4 burly, hardy, 
husky, muscular, robust, strong, sturdy. 5 rough, 
uncultured, ungraceful, unpolished, unrefined. 


rugger /'ragə/ noun colloquial Rugby. 
ruin /'ru:m/ noun 1 wrecked or spoiled state. 2 
downfall. 3 loss of property or position. 4 (in sin- 
gular or plural) remains of building etc. that has 
suffered ruin. 5 cause of ruin. © verb 1 bring to 
ruin. 2 spoil, damage. 3 (esp. as ruined adjective) 
reduce to ruins. o ruination noun. 
i noun 2 breakdown, collapse, destruction, 
downfall, end, failure, fall, ruination, wreck. 3 
bankruptcy, collapse, crash, downfall, failure, 
insolvency, undoing. 4 (ruins) debris, remains, 
rubble, wreckage. © verb 1 see DESTROY 1. 2 see 
SPOIL Verb 1,2. 3 demolish, destroy, devastate, 
flatten, shatter, wreck; (ruined) crumbling, 
derelict, dilapidated, fallen down, in ruins, 
ramshackle, ruinous, tumbledown, uninhabitable, 
unsafe. 


ruinous adjective 1 bringing ruin; disastrous. 2 
dilapidated. 

1 apocalyptic, calamitous, cataclysmic, 

catastrophic, crushing, destructive, devastating, 

dire, disastrous, fatal, harmful, injurious, 

pernicious, shattering. 2 see RUIN verb 3. 


rule noun 1 compulsory principle governing 
action. 2 prevailing custom, standard; normal 
state of things. 3 government, dominion. 4 
straight measuring device; ruler. 5 code of dis- 
cipline of religious order. 6 Printing thin line 
or dash. © verb (-ling) 1 dominate; keep under 
control. 2 (often + over) have sovereign control 
of. 3 (often + that) pronounce authoritatively. 4 
make parallel lines across (paper). 5 make 
(straight line) with ruler etc. o as a rule usually. 
rule of thumb rule based on experience or prac- 
tice, not theory. rule out exclude. 
m noun 1 axiom, decree, guideline, law, ordinance, 
Precept, principle, regulation, ruling, statute. 2 
convention, custom, norm, routine, standard. 3 
administration, ascendancy, authority, command, 
control, domination, dominion, empire, 
government, influence, jurisdiction, management, 
mastery, oversight, power, regime, reign, 
Sovereignty, supervision, supremacy, sway. 
© verb 1 administer, command, control, direct, 
dominate, govern, gulde, hold sway, lead, manage, 
run, superintend. 2 see REIGN verb 1. 3 decide, 
decree, formal deem, determine, find, judge, 
Pronounce, resolve. 0 rule out see EXCLUDE 2. 


ruler noun 1 person exercising government or 
dominion. 2 straight strip of plastic etc. used to 
draw or measure. 
u 1 administrator, chief, emir, emperor, empress, 
governor, historical kaiser, king, lawmaker, leader, 
lord, manager, monarch, potentate, president, 


rugged | run 


Prince, princess, queen, historical raja, regent, 
Sovereign, sultan, historical suzerain, historical 
tsar, historical tsarina,viceroy. 


ruling noun authoritative pronouncement. 

rum! noun spirit distilled from sugar cane or 
molasses. drum baba sponge cake soaked in 
rum syrup. 


rum? adjective (-mm-) colloquial queer, strange. 
Rumanian = Romanian. 


rumba I‘rambe/ noun 1 ballroom dance of Cuban 
origin. 2 music for this. 


rumble /‘ramb(e)I/ verb (-ling) 1 make continu- 
ous deep sound as of thunder. 2 (+along, by, past, 
etc.) (esp. of vehicle) move with such sound. 3 
Sang, see through, detect. @noun rumbling 
sound. 


rumbustious /ram'bastSas/ adjective collo- 
quial boisterous, uproarious. 


ruminant /‘rumment/ noun animal that chews 
the cud. @ adjective 1 of ruminants. 2 meditative. 

ruminate /‘ru:mmeit/ verb (-ting) 1 meditate, 
ponder. 2 chew the cud. o rumination noun. 
ruminative /-nativ/ adjective. 

rummage /'ramid3/ verb (-ging) 1 search, esp. 
unsystematically. 2 (+ up, out) find among other 
things. @xoun rummaging. crummage sale 
esp. USjumble sale. 

rummy /‘rami/ noun card game played usually 
with two packs. 

rumour /'ru:mə/ (US rumor) noun (often + of, 
that) general talk, assertion, or hearsay of doubt- 
ful accuracy. © verb (usually in passive) report 
by way of rumour. 

m noun chat, colloquial chit-chat, gossip, hearsay, 

news, prattle, report, scandal, tittle-tattle, whisper. 


rump noun 1 hind part of mammal or bird, esp. 
buttocks. 2 remnant of parliament etc. o rump 
steak cut of beef from rump. 

rumple /‘ramp(s)I/ verb (-ling) crease, ruffle. 

rumpus /‘rampas/ noun colloquial row, uproar. 

run verb (-nn-; past ran; past participle run) 1 go 
at pace faster than walk. 2 go or travel hurriedly, 
briefly, etc. 3 flee. 4 advance smoothly or (as) by 
rolling or on wheels. 5 (cause to) be in action or 
operation. 6 be current or operative. 7 (of bus, 
train, etc.) travel on its route. 8 (of play etc.) be 
presented. 9 extend; have course or tendency. 10 
compete in or enter (horse etc.) in race etc. 11 
(often + for) seek election. 12 (cause to) flow or 
emit liquid. 13 spread rapidly. 14 perform 
(errand). 15 publish (article etc.). 16 direct 
(business etc.). 17 own and use (vehicle), 18 
smuggle. 19 (of thought, the eye, etc.) pass 
quickly. 20 (of tights etc.) ladder. @ noun 1 
running. 2 short excursion. 3 distance travelled. 
4 general tendency. 5 regular route. 6 continu- 
ous stretch, spell, or course. 7 (often + on) high 
general demand. 8 quantity produced at one 
time. 9 general or average type or class. 10 point 
scored in cricket or baseball. 11 (+ of) free use 
of. 12 animal's regular track. 13 enclosure for 
fowls etc. 14 range of pasture. 15 ladder in tights 


rune | russet 


etc. 16 Music rapid scale passage. ogive 
(person) the run-around deceive, evade. on the 
run fleeing. runabout light car or aircraft. run 
across happen to meet. run after pursue. run 
away (often + from) flee, abscond. runaway noun 
person, animal, vehicle, etc. running away or out 
of control. run down 1 knock down. 2 reduce 
numbers of. 3 (of clock etc.) stop. 4 discover after 
search. 5 colloquial disparage. rundown noun 1 
reduction in numbers. 2 detailed analysis. 
run-down adjective 1 dilapidated, decayed. 2 
exhausted. run dry cease to flow. run in 1 run 
(vehicle, engine) carefully when new. 2 collo- 
quial arrest. run-in noun colloquial quarrel. run 
into 1 collide with. 2 encounter. 3 reach as many 
as. run low, short become depleted; have too 
little. run off 1 flee. 2 produce (copies) on 
machine. 3 decide (race) after tie or heats. 4 write 
or recite fluently. run-of-the-mill ordinary, not 
special. run on 1 continue in operation. 2 speak 
volubly. 3 continue on same line as preceding 
matter. run out 1 come toan end. 2(+ of) exhaust 
one’s stock of. 3 put down wicket of (running 
batsman). run out on colloquial desert. run over 
1 (of vehicle) knock down or crush. 2 overflow. 
3 review quickly. run through 1 examine or 
rehearse briefly. 2 deal successively with. 3 
spend money rapidly. 4 pervade. 5 pierce with 
blade. run-through noun rehearsal. run to 1 have 
money or ability for. 2 reach (amount etc.). 3 
show tendency to. run up 1 accumulate (debt 
etc.). 2 build or make hurriedly. 3 raise (flag). 
run-up noun (often + to) preparatory period. run 
up against meet with (difficulty etc.). runway 
specially prepared airfield surface for taking off 
and landing. 
u verb 1, 2 bolt, canter, career, dash, gallop, hare, 
hurry, jog, race, rush, scamper, colloquial scoot, 
scurry, scuttle, speed, sprint, colloquial tear, trot. 
3 see ESCAPE Verb 1, FLEE. 5 behave, function, go, 
perform, work. 7 go, operate, ply, travel. 12 
cascade, dribble, flow, gush, leak, pour, spill, 
stream, trickle. 16 administer, conduct, control, 
direct, govern, look after, maintain, manage, rule, 
supervise. @ noun 1 canter, dash, gallop, jog, race, 
sprint, trot. 2 drive, excursion, jaunt, journey, 
colloquial joyride, ride, colloquial spin, trip. 6 chain, 
course, period, sequence, series, spell, stretch. 
13 compound, coop, enclosure, field, paddock, 
pen. o run across see MEET" verb 1. run after 
See PURSUE 1. run away see ESCAPE Verb 1, FLEE. 
run into 2 see MEET" verb 1. 


runenoun1 letter ofearliest Germanic alphabet. 
2 similar character of mysterious or magic sig- 
nificance. o runic adjective. 

rung' noun 1 step of ladder. 2 strengthening 
crosspiece of chair etc. 

rung? past participle of RING?. 

runnel /'ran(ə)l/ noun 1 brook. 2 gutter. 


runner noun 1 racer. 2 creeping rooting 
plant-stem. 3 groove, rod, etc. for thing to slide 
along or on. 4 sliding ring on rod etc. 5 messen- 
ger. 6 long narrow ornamental cloth or rug. 7 (in 
full runner bean) kind of climbing bean. 
o runner-up (plural runners-up or runner-ups) 
competitor taking second place. 
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m 1 athlete, jogger, racer, sprinter. 2 oj 
shoot, sucker, tendril. 5 courier, dee sie 
errand-boy, errand-girl, messenger, a 


running noun act or manner ofrun: 
@ adjective 1 continuous. 2 consecutie eee 
with a run. o in or out of the running with a 
or poor chance of success. running commenter 
verbal description of events in progress, runni a 
knot one that slips along rope etc. to allow 
tightening. running mate US 1 vice-presidential 
candidate. 2 horse setting pace for another 
running repairs minor or temporary repairs. 
running water flowing water, esp. on tap. ; 

runny adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 tending to run or 
flow. 2 excessively fluid. 


| u fluid, free-flowing, liquid, running, thin, watery, 


runt noun 1 smallest pig etc. of litter. 2 under- 
sized person. 

rupee /ru:'pi:/ noun monetary unit of India, 
Pakistan, etc. 

rupiah /ru:'pi:a/ noun monetary unit of Indo- 
nesia. 

rupture /‘raptfa/ noun 1 breaking, breach. 2 
breach in relationship. 3 abdominal hernia. 
overb (-ring) 1 burst (cell, membrane, etc.). 2 
sever (connection). 3 affect with or suffer hernia. 

u noun 1 breach, break, burst, cleavage, fracture, 

puncture, rift, split. 2 break-up, rift, schism, 

separation, split. © verb 1 break, burst, fracture, 

part, separate, split. 2 break, sever. 


rural /‘ruar(e)l/ adjective in, of, or suggesting 
country. 

a agrarian, agricultural, Arcadian, bucolic, 

countrified, pastoral, rustic, sylvan. 


ruse /ru:z/ noun stratagem, trick. 
rush! verb 1 go, move, flow, or act precipitately 
or with great speed. 2 move or transport with 
great haste. 3 perform or deal with hurriedly. 4 
force (person) to act hastily. 5 attack or capture 
by sudden assault. © noun 1 rushing. 2 violent 
advance or attack. 3 sudden flow. 4 period of 
great activity. 5 sudden migration of large 
numbers. 6 (+ on, for) strong demand for a com: 
modity. 7 (in plural) colloquial first uncut prints 
of film. © adjective done hastily. o rush hour time 
each day when traffic is heaviest. 
m verb 1 bolt, burst, bustle, canter, career, charge, 
dash, fly, gallop, colloquial get a move on, hare, J 
hasten, hurry, jog, make haste, race, run, scambn ' 
colloquial scoot, scramble, scurry, scuttle, pee 1 
speed, sprint, stampede, colloquial step on r A 
colloquial tear, trot, zoom. © noun 4 bustle, das", 
haste, hurry, panic, pressure, race, scramble, e 
speed, urgency. 2 charge, onslaught, stampe 
flood, gush, spate, surge. 


; twith slender pith-filled 
“sem 2 NEn pea for making basketware 
etc. ; -i 
rusk noun slice of bread rebaked as light bis? 
esp. for infants. v% 
russet /‘rasit/ adjective reddish-brown: © 
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1 russet colour. 2 rough-skinned Trusset-coloured 
apple. 

Russian /'ra{(2)n/ noun 1 native or national of 
Russia or (loosely) former USSR. 2 person of 
Russian descent. 3 language of Russia. @ adjec- 
tive 1 of Russia or (loosely) former USSR or its 
people. 2 of or in Russian. o Russian roulette 
firing of revolver held to one’s head after spin- 
ning cylinder with one chamber loaded. Russian 
salad mixed diced cooked vegetables with may- 
onnaise. 


rust noun 1 reddish corrosive coating formed 
on iron etc. by oxidation. 2 plant disease with 
rust-coloured spots. 3 reddish-brown. @ verb 4 
affect or be affected with rust. 2 become impaired 
through disuse. o rustproof not susceptible to 
corrosion by rust. 


| u verb 1 corrode, crumble away, oxidize, rot. 


rustic /‘rastik/ adjective 1 of or like country 
people or country life. 2 unsophisticated. 3 of 
rough workmanship. 4 made of untrimmed 
branches or rough timber. 5 Architecture with 
roughened surface. @noun country person; 
peasant. o rusticity /-'tis-/ noun. 

m adjective 1 see RURAL. 2 artless, clumsy, crude, 

naive, oafish, plain, rough, simple, uncomplicated, 

uncultured, unpolished, unsophisticated. 


rusticate /'rastikert/ verb (-ting) 1 expel tem- 
porarily from university. 2 retire to or live in the 
country. 3 make rustic. o rustication noun. 


rustle /'ras(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 (cause to) make 


Russian | rye 


sound as of dry blown leaves. 2 steal (cattle or 
horses). @ noun rustling sound. o rustle up collo- 
quial produce at short notice. o rustler noun. 


rusty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 rusted, affected by 
rust. 2 stiff with age or disuse. 3 (of knowledge 
etc.) impaired by neglect. 4 rust-coloured. 5 dis- 
coloured by age. 
@ 1 corroded, oxidized, rotten. 3 forgotten, out of 
practice, unused. 5 discoloured, stained, 
tarnished. 


rut! noun 1 deep track made by passage of wheels. 
2 fixed (esp. tedious) practice or routine. © verb 
(-tt-) (esp. as rutted adjective) mark with ruts. 

m noun 1 channel, furrow, groove, indentation, 

track, trough, wheel-mark. 2 habit, pattern, 

routine, treadmill. 


rut? noun periodic sexual excitement of male 
deer etc. © verb (-tt-) be affected with rut. 
ruthless /'ru:0lis/ adjective having no pity or 
compassion. o ruthlessly adverb. ruthlessness 
noun. : 
u bloodthirsty, brutal, callous, cruel, dangerous, 
ferocious, fierce, hard, heartless, inexorable, 
inhuman, merciless, pitiless, relentless, colloquial 
Sadistic, unfeeling, unrelenting, unsympathetic, 
vicious, violent. 


RV abbreviation Revised Version (of Bible). 


rye /rai/ noun 1 cereal plant. 2 grain of this, used 
for bread, fodder, etc. 3 (in full rye whisky) 
whisky distilled from rye. 


aceccvcccsccsneseces eeeneccescccnscssesccees Peery Se cccccucecerscccvesccccccccccusucses eeceuecervees S80 eceececevescesanecceesecns, 


S. abbreviation (also S) 1 Saint. 2 south(ern). 


s. abbreviation 1 second(s). 2 historical shil- 
ling(s). 3 son. 


SA abbreviation 1 Salvation Army. 2 South 
Africa. 3 South Australia. 


sabbath /'szeba0/ noun religious rest-day kept 
by Christians on Sunday and Jews on Saturday. 


sabbatical /sə'bætık(ə)l/ adjective (of leave) 

granted at intervals to university teacher for 
study or travel. @ noun period of sabbatical 
leave. 


saber US = SABRE. 


sable /'serb(ə)l/ noun (plural same or -s) 1 small 
dark-furred mammal. 2 its skin or fur. 3 esp. poet- 
ical black colour. © adjective 1 Heraldry black. 2 
esp. poetical dark, gloomy. 


sabot /‘szbau/ noun wooden or wooden-soled 
shoe. 


sabotage /‘szbata:3/ noun deliberate destruc- 
tion or damage, esp. for political purpose. © verb 
(-ging) 1 commit sabotage on. 2 destroy, spoil. 

u noun damage, destruction, disruption, 

vandalism, wrecking. © verb cripple, damage, 

destroy, disable, disrupt, incapacitate, ruin, 

colloquial throw a spanner in the works (of), 

undermine, vandalize, wreck. 


saboteur /szbs'ts:/ noun person who commits 
sabotage. 


sabre /'setba/ noun (US saber) 1 curved cavalry 
sword. 2 light fencing-sword. o sabre-rattling 
display or threat of military force. 


Sac noun membranous bag in animal or plant. 
saccharin /‘sekerm/ noun a sugar substitute. 


saccharine /'sækəri:n/ adjective excessively 
sentimental or sweet. 


sacerdotal /sækə'dəvt(ə)l/ adjective of priests 
or priestly office. 


sachet /'sæfer/ noun small bag or packet con- 
taining shampoo, perfumed substances, etc. 


sack'noun1 largestrong bag for coal, food, mail, 
etc. 2 amount held by sack. 3 (the sack) collo- 
quial dismissal. 4 (the sack) USslang bed. © verb 
1 put in sack(s). 2 colloquial dismiss from 
employment. o sackcloth coarse fabric of flax or 
hemp. 

a noun 1 bag, pouch. 3 (the sack) colloquial the 
boot, s/ang the chop, dismissal, redundancy. 

© verb 2 axe, discharge, dismiss, fire, give notice 

to, colloquial give the boot to, slang give the chop 

to, lay off, make redundant. 


sack? verb plunder and destroy (town etc.). 
@ noun such sacking. 


@ verb see DESTROY 1, PLUNDER verb 1. 


sack? noun historical white wine from Spain etc. 


sackbut /'sækbat/ noun early form of trom- 
bone. 


sacking noun sackcloth. 
sacral /'serkr(ə)l/ adjective of sacrum. 


sacrament /‘sekrament/ noun 1 symbolic 
Christian ceremony, esp. Eucharist. 2 sacred 
thing. o sacramental /-'men-/ adjective. 


sacred /'serkrid/ adjective 1 (often + to) dedic- 
ated to a god; connected with religion. 2 safe- 
guarded or required, esp. by tradition or 
religion; inviolable. o sacred cow colloquial 
idea or institution unreasonably held to be above 
criticism. o sacredness noun. 
u 1 blessed, blest, consecrated, dedicated, divine, 
godly, hallowed, holy, religious, revered, 
sanctified, venerable, venerated. 2 see 
SACROSANCT. 


sacrifice /‘szekrifais/ noun 1 voluntary relin- 
quishing of something valued. 2 thing thus relin- 
quished. 3 loss entailed. 4 slaughter of animal or 
person, or surrender of possession, as offering to 
deity. 5 animal, person, or thing thus offered. 
© verb (-cing) 1 give up. 2 (+ to) devote to. 3 offer 
or kill(as) sacrifice. o sacrificial /-'f1J-/ adjective. 
u noun 4 immolation, oblation, offering. © verb 1 
abandon, forfeit, forgo, give up, let go, lose, 
relinquish, renounce, surrender. 3 immolate, kill, 
offer up, slaughter, yield up. 


sacrilege /‘sekrilid3/ noun violation of what is 
sacred. o sacrilegious /-'lid3as/ adjective. 
blasphemy, desecration, disrespect, heresy, 

impiety, irreverence, profanation. 

O sacrilegious atheistic, blasphemous, 

disrespectful, heretical, impious, irreligious, 

irreverent, profane, ungodly. 


sacristan /'sækrıst(ə)n/ moun person in charge 
of sacristy and church contents. r 

sacristy /'sækrıstı/ noun (plural -ies) room m 
church for vestments, vessels, etc. ; 

sacrosanct /‘sekrausenkt/ adjective ma j 
sacred; inviolable. o sacrosanctity /-'s20 
noun. 


n inviolable, inviolate, protected, respected, 
sacred, secure, untouchable. 


tri- 
sacrum /‘serkram/ noun (plural sacra or-8) 
angular bone between hip-bones. 


sad adjective (-dd-) 1 sorrowful. a 
sorrow; regrettable. 3 deplorable. 
verb. sadly adverb. sadness noun. 


causing 
sadden 
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m 1 abject, blue, broken-hearted, careworn, 
cheerless, crestfallen, dejected, depressed, 
desolate, despairing, desperate, despondent, 
disappointed, disconsolate, discontented, 
discouraged, disgruntled, disheartened, 
disillusioned, dismal, dispirited, dissatisfied, 
distressed, doleful, literary dolorous, colloquial 
down, downcast, downhearted, dreary, forlorn, 
friendless, funereal, gloomy, glum, grave, 
grief-stricken, grieving, heartbroken, heavy, 
heavy-hearted, homesick, hopeless, in low spirits, 
in the doldrums, joyless, formal lachrymose, 
lonely, long-faced, low, lugubrious, melancholy, 
miserable, moody, moping, morose, mournful, 
pathetic, penitent, pessimistic, piteous, pitiable, 
pitiful, plaintive, poignant, regretful, rueful, 
saddened, serious, sober, sombre, sorrowful, 
sorry, tearful, troubled, unhappy, unsatisfied, 
upset, wistful, woebegone, woeful, wretched. 2 
calamitous, depressing, disastrous, 
discouraging, dismal, dispiriting, distressing, 
grievous, heartbreaking, heart-rending, 
lamentable, colloquial morbid, moving, painful, 
regrettable, touching, tragic, unfortunate, 
unwelcome, upsetting. 3 see DEPLORABLE, 
UNSATISFACTORY. O sadden break (person's) 
heart, depress, disappoint, discourage, 
dishearten, dismay, dispirit, distress, grieve, upset. 
sadness bleakness, care, dejection, depression, 
desolation, despair, despondency, 
disappointment, disillusionment, dissatisfaction, 
distress, dolour, gloom, glumness, grief, 
heartbreak, heaviness, homesickness, 
hopelessness, loneliness, melancholy, misery, 
moping, moroseness, mournfulness, pessimism, 
poignancy, regret, ruefulness, seriousness, 
sombreness, sorrow, tearfulness, trouble, 
unhappiness, wistfulness, woe. 


saddle /'szed(a)l/ noun 1 seat of leather etc. 
fastened on horse etc. 2 bicycle etc. seat. 3 joint 
of meat consisting of the two loins. 4 ridge rising 
to a summit at each end. © verb (-ling) 1 put 
saddle on (horse etc.). 2 (+ with) burden with 
task etc. o saddle-bag 1 each of pair of bags laid 
across back of horse etc. 2 bag attached behind 
bicycle etc. saddle. 
saddler noun maker of or dealer in saddles etc. 
o saddlery noun (plural -ies). 
sadism /'seidiz(a)m/ noun 1 colloquial enjoy- 
ment of cruelty to others. 2 sexual perversion 
characterized by this. o sadist noun. sadistic 
/sa‘dis-/ adjective. sadistically /sa‘dis-/ adverb. 
u o sadistic barbarous, beastly, brutal, cruel, 
inhuman, monstrous, perverted, pitiless, ruthless, 
vicious. 


sadomasochism /serdəv'mæsəkız(ə)m/ noun 
sadism and masochism in one person. 0 sado- 
masochist noun. sadomasochistic /-‘kis-/ adjec- 
tive. 

S.a.e. abbreviation stamped addressed envel- 
ope. 

safari /sə'fa:rı/ noun (plural -s) expedition, esp. 
in Africa, to observe or hunt animals. o safari 
park area where wild animals are kept in open 
for viewing. 


saddle | sago 


Safe adjective 1 uninjured. 2 affording security; 
free of danger; not risky. 3 reliable, sure. 4 a 
vented from escaping or doing harm. 5 cautious; 
moderate. @ noun 1 strong lockable cupboard for 
valuables. 2 ventilated cupboard for provisions. 
a safe conduct immunity from arrest or harm. 
safe deposit building containing strongrooms 
and safes for hire. safe keeping protection. 
O safely adverb. 

m adjective 1 alive and well, all right, in one piece, 

intact, sound, undamaged, unharmed, unhurt, 

uninjured, unscathed, well, whole. 2 defended, 
foolproof, guarded, harmless, immune, 
impregnable, innocuous, protected, secure, 
secured, shielded, tame. 3 certain, dependable, 
reliable, sound, sure, tried and tested, trustworthy; 
of vehicle 

airworthy, roadworthy, seaworthy. 5 careful, 

cautious, circumspect, moderate, tame. o safe 

keeping care, charge, custody, guardianship, 
keeping, protection. 


safeguard noun protecting proviso, circum- 
stance, etc. © verb guard or protect (rights etc.). 


verb care for, defend, keep safe, look after, 
protect, shelter, shield. 


safety /'seifti/ noun being safe; freedom from 
danger. o safety belt belt or strap preventing 
injury, esp. seat belt. safety catch device pre- 
venting accidental operation of gun trigger or 
machinery. safety curtain fireproof curtain to 
divide theatre auditorium from stage. safety 
match match that ignites only on specially pre- 
pared surface. safety net net placed to catch 
acrobat etc. in case of fall. safety pin pin with 
guarded point. safety razor razor with guard to 
prevent user cutting skin. safety valve 1 valve 
relieving excessive pressure of steam. 2 means 
of harmlessly venting excitement etc. 

m cover, dependability, harmlessness, immunity, 

invulnerability, protection, refuge, reliability, 

sanctuary, security, shelter. 


saffron /'sæfrən/ noun 1 deep yellow colouring 
and flavouring from dried crocus stigmas. 2 
colour of this. @ adjective deep yellow. 

sag verb (-gg-) 1 sink or subside. 2 have down- 
ward bulge or curve in middle. @ noun state or 
amount of sagging. o saggy adjective. 


m verb bend, dip, droop, drop, fall, flop, hang down, 
| sink, slump. 


saga /'sa:ga/ noun 1 long heroic story, esp. medi- 
eval Icelandic or Norwegian. 2 long family 
chronicle. 3 long involved story. 

sagacious /sə'gef(ə)s/ adjective showing 
insight or good judgement. o sagacity /-'g:es-/ 
noun. 

sage’ noun aromatic herb with dull greyish- 
green leaves. 

sage” noun wise man. @ adjective wise, judi- 
cious, experienced. o sagely adverb. 


Sagittarius /szedsr'teertes/ noun ninth sign of 
zodiac. 


sago /‘seigau/ noun (plural -s) 1 starch used in 


sahib | salsa 


puddings etc. 2 (in full sago palm) any of several 
tropical trees yielding this. 

sahib /sa:b/ noun historical: form of address to 
European men in India. 

said past & past participle of say. 

sail noun 1 piece of material extended on rigging 
to catch wind and propel vessel. 2 ship’s sails 
collectively. 3 voyage or excursion in sailing 
vessel. 4 wind-catching apparatus of windmill. 
e@verb 1 travel on water by use of sails or 
engine-power. 2 begin voyage. 3 navigate (ship 
etc.). 4 travel on (sea). 5 glide or move smoothly 
or with dignity. 6 (often + through) colloquial 
succeed easily. o sailboard board with mast and 
sail, used in windsurfing. sailcloth 1 material 
for sails. 2 kind of coarse linen. sailing boat, 
ship, etc. vessel moved by sails. sailplane kind 
of glider. under sail with sails set. 

a noun 3 cruise, journey, passage, voyage. © verb 

1 cruise, steam, travel. 2 put to sea, set sail. 3 

captain, navigate, pilot, skipper, steer. 


sailor noun seaman or mariner, esp. below 
Officer's rank. o bad, good sailor person very 
liable or not liable to seasickness. 


m mariner, old salt, sea dog, seafarer, seaman, 
yachtsman, yachtswoman. 


sainfoin /'senfom/ noun pink-flowered plant 
used as fodder. 


saint /semt, before a name usually sant/ noun 1 
holy or canonized person, regarded as deserving 
special veneration. 2 very virtuous person. 
verb (as sainted adjective) holy, virtuous. 
o sainthood noun. saintlike adjective. saintly 
ier, -iest) adjective. saintliness noun. 

a O saintly angelic, blessed, blest, chaste, godly, 

good, holy, innocent, moral, pious, pure, religious, 

righteous, seraphic, sinless, virginal, virtuous. 


sake’ noun o for the sake of 1 out of considera- 
tion for; in the interest of. 2 in order to please, 
get, etc. 


u o for the sake of 1 on account of, to the 
advantage of, on behalf of, for the benefit of, for the 
good of, in the interest of, for the welfare of. 


sake? /'sa:kı/ noun Japanese rice wine. 


salaam /səla:m/ noun 4 (chiefly as Muslim 
greeting) Peace! 2 low bow. © verb make salaam. 
salacious /sə'lerfəs/ adjective 1 erotic. 2 lecher- 


ous. Osalaciousness noun. salacity /-'les-/ 
noun. 


salad /'sæləd/ noun cold mixture of usually raw 
vegetables etc. often with dressing. o salad 
cream creamy salad dressing. salad days period 
of youthful inexperience. salad dressing sauce 
of oil, vinegar, etc. for salads. 


salamander /'sæləmændə/ noun 1 newt-like 
amphibian formerly supposed to live in fire. 2 
similar mythical creature. 

salami /səla:mı/ noun (plural -s) highly- 
seasoned sausage, originally Italian. 

sal ammoniac /sæl a'meuntek/ noun ammo- 
nium chloride. 
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salary /'selort/ noun (plural -ies) fixed re 
payment by employer to employee. © ver} Gi 
-led) (usually as salaried adjective) pay salary te’ 
a noun compensation, earnings, emolument 2 
income, pay, payment, remuneration, stipend. 
wages. z 


sale noun 1 exchange of commodity fi 
etc.; act or instance of selling. 2 a alak 3 
temporary offering of goods at reduced prices 
4 event at which goods are sold. o on, for sale 
offered for purchase. saleroom room where auc- 
tions are held. salesman, salesperson, sales- 
woman person employed to sell goods etc. 

u 1 marketing, selling, trade, traffic, transaction, 

vending. 0 salesman, salesperson, 

saleswoman assistant, auctioneer, 

representative, sales assistant, shop assistant. 


saleable adjective fit or likely to be sold. o sale- 
ability noun. 

salesmanship noun skill in selling. 

salient /‘serlrent/ adjective 1 prominent, con- 
spicuous. 2 (of angle) pointing outwards. e noun 
1 salient angle. 2 outward bulge in military line. 

saline /'serlam/ adjective 1 containing or tasting 
of salt(s). 2 of salt(s). © noun 1 salt lake, spring, 
etc. 2 saline solution. o salinity /sə'lın-/ noun. 

saliva /sə'larvə/ noun colourless liquid pro- 
duced by glands in mouth. o salivary adjective. 


| u dribble, spit, spittle, sputum. 


salivate /'szlrveit/ verb (-ting) secrete saliva, 
esp. in excess. 

sallow‘ /'sæləu/ adjective (-er, -est) (esp. of 
complexion) yellowish. 

u anaemic, bloodless, colourless, etiolated, pale, 

pallid, pasty, unhealthy, wan, yellowish. 


sallow’ /'sæləu/ noun 1 low-growing willow. 2 
shoot or wood of this. 

sally /‘seeli/ noun (plural -ies) 1 witticism. 2 
military rush. 3 excursion. © verb (-ies, -ied) 1 
(usually + out, forth) set out for walk etc. 2 make 
Sally. 

salmon /'sæmən/ noun (plural same) oath 
silver-scaled fish with orange-pink fles r 
@adjective orange-pink. o Saimone 
orange-pink. salmon trout large silver-colo' 
trout. 

salmonella /szlma‘nela/ noun (plural us 
/-li:/) 1 bacterium causing food poisoning. 2 SU! 
food poisoning. ; P 

salon /'sælvn/ noun 1 room or establishment a 
hairdresser, fashion designer, etc. 2 hoaa 
meeting of eminent people at fashionable 
3 reception room of large house. = 

saloon /sə'lu:n/ noun 1 large room or hall 
ship, in hotel, etc., or for specified purpose ate 
saloon car. 3 US drinking bar. 4 saloo ablic 
u saloon bar more comfortable bar E from 
house. saloon car car with body closed 0! 
luggage area. 

salsa /'szlse/ noun 1 dance music of 
origin. 2 kind of spicy tomato sauce. 


cuban 
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salsify /'sælsıfı/ noun (plural -ies) plant with 
long fleshy edible root. 

salt /so:lt/ noun 1 (also common salt) sodium 
chloride, esp. mined or evaporated from sea 
water, and used esp. for seasoning or preserving 
food. 2 Chemistry substance formed in reaction 
of an acid with a base. 3 piquancy, wit. 4 (in 
singular or plural) substance resembling salt in 
taste, form, etc. 5 (esp. in plural) substance used 
as laxative. 6 (also old salt) experienced sailor. 
o adjective containing, tasting of, or preserved 
with salt. © verb 1 cure, preserve, or season with 
salt. 2 sprinkle salt on (road etc.). u salt away, 
down slang put (money etc.) by. salt cellar con- 
tainer for salt at table. salt marsh marsh flooded 
by tide. salt mine mine yielding rock salt. salt of 
the earth finest or most honest people. salt pan 
vessel, or hollow near sea, used for getting salt 
by evaporation. salt-water of or living in sea. 
take with a pinch or grain of salt be sceptical 
about. worth one’s salt efficient, capable. | 


n adjective brackish, briny, saline, salted, salty, 
savoury. 


salting noun (esp. in plural) marsh overflowed 
by sea. 

saltire /'so:ltata/ noun X-shaped cross. 

saltpetre /so:lt'pi:ta/ noun (US saltpeter) white 
crystalline salty substance used in preserving 
meat and in gunpowder. 

salty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 tasting of or con- 
taining salt. 2 witty, piquant. o saltiness noun. 

salubrious /so'lu:brias/ adjective health-giving. 
o salubrity noun. 

m health-giving, healthy, hygienic, invigorating, 

nice, pleasant, refreshing, sanitary, wholesome. 


saluki /sə'lu:kı/ noun (plural -s) dog of tall 
slender silky-coated breed. 

salutary /'sæljvtərı/ adjective producing good 
effect. ; 

salutation /sælju:'terf(ə)n/ noun formal sign or 
expression of greeting. 

salute /səlu:t/ noun 1 gesture of respect, 
homage, greeting, etc. 2 Military etc. prescribed 
gesture or use of weapons or flags as sign of 
respect etc. © verb (-ting) 1 make salute (to). 2 
greet. 3 commend. 


u noun 1 acknowledgement, gesture, greeting, 
formal salutation, wave. @ verb 2 acknowledge, 
address, greet, hail. 3 see HONOUR Verb 2. 


salvage /'selvid3/ noun 1 rescue of property 
from sea, fire, etc. 2 saving and utilization of 
waste materials. 3 property or materials sal- 
vaged. © verb (-ging) save from wreck etc. o sal- 
vageable adjective. 

m noun 1 reclamation, recovery, rescue, retrieval, 

salvation, saving. 2 recycling. @ verb conserve, 

preserve, reclaim, recover, recycle, redeem, 

rescue, retrieve, reuse, save. 


salvation /szl'verf(a)n/ noun 1 saving, being 
saved. 2 deliverance from sin and damnation. 
3 religious conversion. 4 person or thing 
that saves. oSalvation Army worldwide 


salsify | sampler 
pee nay Christian charitable organiza- 


a1 deliverance, escape, help, preservation, 
rescue, saving. 2 deliverance, redemption. 


Salvationist noun member of Salvation Army. 


salve' noun 1 healing ointment. 2 (often + for) 
thing that soothes. © verb (-ving) soothe. 

m noun 1 balm, cream, embrocation, emollient, 

liniment, lotion, ointment, unguent. @ verb 

alleviate, appease, assuage, comfort, ease, 

mitigate, mollify, soothe. 


salve? verb (-ving) save from wreck, fire, etc. 
o salvable adjective. 


salver /'sælvə/ noun tray for drinks, letters, etc. 


salvo /‘selvau/ noun (plural -es or -s) 1 simul- 
taneous firing of guns etc. 2 round of applause. 


sal volatile /szl vəlætılı/ noun solution of 
ammonium carbonate, used as smelling salts. 


SAM abbreviation surface-to-air missile. 


Samaritan /sa'mzrit(e)n/ noun 1 (in full good 
Samaritan) charitable or helpful person. 2 
member of counselling organization. 


samba /'semba/ noun 1 ballroom dance of 
Brazilian origin. 2 music for this. © verb (-bas, 
-baed or -ba'd /-bad/, -baing /-bein/) dance 
samba. 

same adjective 1 identical. 2 unvarying. 3 
exactly like, equivalent. 4 just mentioned. 
@ pronoun (the same) the same person or thing. 
@ adverb (the same) in the same manner. a all 
orjust the same nevertheless. at the same time 
1 simultaneously. 2 notwithstanding. o same- 
ness noun. 

n adjective 1 actual, identical, selfsame. 2 

consistent, constant, unaltered, unchanged, 

uniform, unvaried, unvarying. 3 analogous, 

comparable, corresponding, duplicate, equal, 

equivalent, indistinguishable, interchangeable, 

matching, parallel, similar, synonymous, twin. 


samosa /sa'mausa/ noun Indian fried triangu- 
lar pastry containing spiced vegetables or meat. 


samovar /‘szemeva:/ noun Russian tea-urn. 

Samoyed /‘semajed/ noun 1 member ofanorth- 
ern Siberian people. 2 (also samoyed) dog of 
white Arctic breed. 

sampan /‘sempzn/ noun small boat used in Far 
East. 


samphire /‘semfate/ noun cliff plant used in 
pickles. 

sample /'sa:mp(ə)l/ noun 1 smallrepresentative 
part or quantity. 2 specimen. 3 typical example. 
@ verb (-ling) 1 take samples of. 2 try qualities of. 
3 experience briefly. : 

m noun bit, cross-section, demonstration, 

example, foretaste, illustration, indication, 

instance, model, pattern, selection, snippet, 

specimen, taste, trailer (of film), trial offer. @ verb 

experience, inspect, taste, test, try. 


sampler /‘sa:mpla/ noun piece of embroidery 
worked to show proficiency. 


samurai | sanitation 


samurai /'semorai/ noun (plural same) 1 
Japanese army officer. 2 historical member of 
Japanese military caste. 

sanatorium /szno'to:riam/ noun (plural 
-riums or -ria) 1 residential clinic, esp. for con- 
valescents and the chronically sick. 2 accom- 
modation for sick people in school etc. 


| m 1 clinic, convalescent home, hospital, nursing 
home, rest home. 


sanctify /‘szenktifai/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 consec- 
rate; treat as holy. 2 purify or free from sin. 3 
sanction. o sanctification noun. 


n 1 RC Church beatify, bless, canonize, 
| consecrate, hallow. 2 cleanse, purge, purify. 


sanctimonious /senkti'maunies/ adjective 
ostentatiously pious. osanctimoniously ad- 
verb. sanctimoniousness noun. sanctimony 
['sænktmənı/ noun. 
m canting, colloquial holier-than-thou, 
hypocritical, insincere, moralizing, pietistic, 
pious, self-righteous, sententious, colloquial 


| Smarmy, smug, superior, unctuous. 


sanction /‘seykJ(s)n/ noun 1 approval by 
custom or tradition. 2 express permission. 3 con- 
firmation of law etc. 4 penalty or reward attached 
to law. 5 moral impetus for obedience to rule. 6 
(esp. in plural) (esp. economic) action to coerce 
state to conform to agreement etc. overb 1 
authorize, countenance. 2 make (law etc.) 
binding. 
u noun 1, 2 agreement, approval, authorization, 
blessing, consent, encouragement, 
endorsement, permission, support. 3 
authorization, confirmation, endorsement, 
legalization, licence, ratification, validation. @ verb 
| 1 agree to, allow, approve, authorize, confirm, 
consent to, endorse, give one's blessing to, give 
permission for, permit, support. 2 authorize, 
legalize, legitimize, license, ratify, validate. 


sanctity /'sænktıtr/ noun 1 holiness, sacred- 
ness. 2 inviolability. 

m 1 divinity, godliness, grace, holiness, piety, 

sacredness, saintliness, 


sanctuary /‘senktJuart/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
holy place. 2 place where birds, wild animals, 
etc. are protected. 3 (place of) refuge. 

m 1 chapel, church, holy of holies, holy place, 

sanctum, shrine, temple. 2 conservation area, 

park, preserve, reservation, reserve. 3 asylum, 
haven, protection, refuge, retreat, safety, shelter. 


sanctum /‘senktam/ noun (plural -s) 1 holy 
place, esp. in temple or church. 2 colloquial 
person’s den. 


sand noun 1 fine grains resulting from erosion of 
esp. siliceous rocks. 2 (in plural) grains ofsand.3 
(in plural) expanse of sand. 4 (in plural) sand- 
bank. © verb smooth or treat with sandpaper or 
sand. ao sandbag @noun bag filled with sand, 
esp. for making temporary defences. © verb 
defend or hit with sandbag(s). sandbank sand 
forming shallow place in sea or river. sandblast 
©verb treat with jet of sand driven by com- 
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astle 
dune, 


pressed air or steam. © noun this j 8 
model castle of sand on DCTS 
sand-hill dune. sand martin bird nesti 
sandy banks. sandpaper © noun Paperia 
abrasive coating for smoothing or polishes 
wood etc. © verb treat with this, Sandpiper bing 
inhabiting wet sandy places. sandpit hollow aa 
box containing sand for children to play in, sang. 
stone sedimentary rock of compressed sang, 
sandstorm storm with clouds of sand rai : 
wind. mae by 
m noun 3 (sands) beach, seaside, Shore, esp. 
poetical strand. 


sandal /'sænd(ə)l/ noun shoe with openwork 
upper or no upper, fastened with straps. 
sandal-tree /‘szendaltri:/ noun tree yielding 
sandalwood. 


sandalwood /'seendalwod/ noun scented wood 
of sandal-tree. 


sandwich /‘seenwid3/ noun 1 two or moreslices 
of bread with filling. 2 layered cake with jam, 
cream, etc. © verb 1 put (thing, statement, etc.) 
between two of different kind. 2 squeeze in 
between others. o sandwich-board each of two 
advertising boards worn front and back. sand- 
wich course course with alternate periods of 
study and work experience. 

sandy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 containing or 
covered with sand. 2 (of hair) reddish. 3 
sand-coloured. 


sane adjective 1 of sound mind; not mad. 2 (of 
opinion etc.) moderate, sensible. o saneness 
noun. 

a 1 colloquial all there, balanced, compos mentis, 

in one's right mind, level-headed, lucid, normal, of 

sound mind, rational, sensible, stable, well 

balanced. 2 see sounn? adjective 2. 


sang past of SING. 

sang-froid /sa-frwa:/ noun calmness in 
danger or difficulty. 

sangria /szp'gri:a/ noun Spanish drink of red 
wine with fruit etc. 

sanguinary /'sæņgwmərı/ adjective bloody; 
bloodthirsty. 

sanguine /‘sengwm/ adjective 1 optimistic. 2 
(of complexion) florid, ruddy. 


1 buoyant, cheerful, confident, expectant, 
hopeful, optimistic, positive. 


Sanhedrin /‘senidrm/ noun court of justice 
and supreme council in ancient Jerusalem. 
Sanitarium /szni'teariem/ noun (plural -s oF 
-ria) US sanatorium. A 
sanitary /'sænıtərı/ adjective 1 (of Cona ee 
etc.) affecting health. 2 hygienic. asan 
towel (US sanitary napkin) absorbent pad 
during menstruation. o sanitariness Noun. 
m 2 aseptic, bacteria-free, clean, disinfected, 
germ-free, healthy, hygienic, pure, salubriou®, 
sterile, sterilized, uncontaminated, unpollute¢, 
wholesome. 


P n- 
sanitation /sænr'terf(ə)n/ noun 1 sanitary © 
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ditions. 2 maintenance etc. of these. 3 disposal of 
sewage, refuse, etc. 

sanitize /'szenitaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 make sanitary; disinfect. 2 colloquial 
censor. 

sanity /‘szentti/ noun 1 being sane. 2 modera- 
tion. 

sank past of sink. 

Sanskrit /‘senskrit/ noun ancient and sacred 
language of Hindus in India. © adjective of or in 
Sanskrit. 

Santa Claus /'sæntə klo:z/ noun person said to 
bring children presents at Christmas. 

sap' noun 1 vital juice of plants. 2 vitality. 3 
slang foolish person. © verb (-pp-) 1 drain of sap. 
2 weaken. o sappy adjective (-ier, -iest). 

a noun 1 fluid, moisture, vital juices. 2 lifeblood, 

vigour, vitality. © verb 2 see EXHAUST verb 1. 


sap” noun tunnel or trench for concealed 
approach to enemy. © verb (-pp-) 1 dig saps. 2 
undermine. 

sapient /'serpiənt/ adjective literary 1 wise. 2 
aping wisdom. o sapience noun. 


sapling /'sæplm/ noun young tree. 


Sapper noun 1 digger of saps. 2 private of Royal 
Engineers. 


sapphire /'sæfarə/ noun 1 transparent blue pre- 
cious stone. 2 its colour. © adjective (also sap- 

. Phire blue) bright blue. 

saprophyte /'seprofait/ noun plant or 
micro-organism living on dead organic matter. 

saraband /'særəbænd/ noun 1 slow Spanish 
dance. 2 music for this. 


Saracen /'særəs(ə)n/ noun Arab or Muslim of 
time of Crusades. 

sarcasm /'sa:kzz(2)m/ noun ironically scorn- 
ful remark(s). o sarcastic /sa:'keestik/ adjective. 
sarcastically /sa:'keestikal1/ adverb. 

a acerbity, asperity, contumely, derision, irony, 

malice, mockery, ridicule, satire, scorn. 

O sarcastic acerbic, acidulous, biting, caustic, 

contemptuous, cutting, demeaning, derisive, 

disparaging, hurtful, ironic, ironical, mocking, 

satirical, scathing, sharp, sneering, spiteful, 

taunting, trenchant, venomous, vitriolic, withering, 

wounding. 


Sarcophagus /sa:'kvfəgəs/ noun (plural -gi 
/-gat/) stone coffin. 

Sardine /sa:'di:n/ noun (plural same or -s) 
young pilchard etc. tinned tightly packed. 

sardonic /sa:'donik/ adjective bitterly mocking; 
cynical. o sardonically adverb. 

u bitter, black, cruel, cynical, grim, heartless, 

malicious, mocking, mordant, scornful, wry. 


Sardonyx /‘sa:dantks/ noun onyx in which 
white layers alternate with yellow or orange 
ones. 

sargasso /sa:'gæsəu/ noun (plural -s or -es) 
seaweed with berry-like air-vessels. 


sarge noun slang sergeant. 


sanitize | satin 


Sari /'sa:rı/ noun (plural -s) length of material 
draped round bo , Worn traditi ind 
peal dy, ditionally by Hindu 


saky I'sa:ki/ adjective (-ier, -iest) slang sar- 


sarong /sa'ron/ noun garment of long strip of 
cloth tucked round waist or under ential R 


Sarsaparilla /sa:sapa'rila/ noun 1 dried roots of 
esp. smilax used to flavour drinks and medicines 
and formerly as tonic. 2 plant yielding these. 

sarsen ['sa:s(2)n/ noun sandstone boulder 
carried by ice in glacial period. 

sarsenet /‘sa:snit/ noun soft silk fabric used 


esp. for linings. - 

sartorial |sa:'ta:rtal/ adjective of clothes or 
tailoring. o sartorially adverb. 

SAS abbreviation Special Air Service. 


sash! noun strip or loop of cloth worn over one 
shoulder or round waist. 


| u band, belt, cummerbund, girdle, waistband. 


sash? noun frame holding glass in window 
Sliding up and down in grooves. 

sass US colloquial noun impudence. © verb be 
impudent to. o sassy adjective (-ier, -lest). 


sassafras /'szsefrees/ noun 1 small N. Ameri- 
can tree. 2 medicinal preparation from its leaves 
or bark. ‘ 

Sassenach /‘sesanzk/ noun Scottish usually 
derogatory English person. 

Sat. abbreviation Saturday. 

sat past & past participle of srr. 

Satan /'sert(a)n/ noun the Devil. 

satanic /sə'tænık/ adjective 1 of or like Satan. 2 
hellish, evil. 


m demonic, devilish, diabolical, evil, fiendish, 
| hellish, infernal, wicked. 


Satanism noun worship of Satan. o Satanist 
noun. 

satchel /'sætf(ə)l/ noun small bag, esp. for 
carrying school books. 


| a bag, school bag, shoulder bag. 
sate verb (-ting) formal 1 gratify fully. 2 surfeit. 
sateen /sz'ti:n/ noun glossy cotton fabric like 
satin. 


satellite /'sætəlaıt/ noun 1 heavenly or artifi- 
cial body orbiting earth or other planet. 2 (in 
full satellite state) small country controlled by 
another. © adjective 1 transmitted by satellite. 2 
receiving signal from satellite. 


moun 4 moon, planet; [artificial] spacecraft, 
| sputnik. 


satiate /‘serfiert/ verb (-ting) sate. o satiation 
noun. 

satiety /sə'tantı/ noun formal being sated. 
atin /‘seetm/ noun silk etc. fabric glossy on one 

“side. ein smooth as satin. o satinwood 
kind of yellow glossy timber. a satiny adjective. 


satire | save 


satire /'sztata/ noun 1 ridicule, irony, etc. used 
to expose folly, vice, etc. 2 literary work using 
satire. o satirical /sa'tirik(2)l/ adjective. satiric- 
ally /sa'tirikali/ adverb. 
m 1 caricature, derision, invective, irony, mockery, 
parody, ridicule, scorn. 2 burlesque, caricature, 
lampoon, parody, colloquial send-up, colloquial 
spoof, colloquial take-off, travesty. 0 satirical 
critical, derisive, disparaging, disrespectful, ironic, 
irreverent, mocking, sarcastic, scornful. 


satirist /‘seterist/ noun 1 writer of satires. 2 
satirical person. 

satirize /'seteraiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) attack or describe with satire. 

a burlesque, caricature, criticize, deride, hold up 

to ridicule, lampoon, laugh at, make fun of, mimic, 

mock, parody, pillory, ridicule, colloquial send up, 

colloquial take off, travesty. 


satisfaction /setis'feekJ(a)n/ noun 1 satisfy- 
ing, being satisfied. 2 thing that satisfies. 3 atone- 
ment; compensation. 
u 1 comfort, content, contentment, delight, 
enjoyment, fulfilment, gratification, happiness, joy, 
pleasure, pride, self-satisfaction. 2 comfort, 


delight, joy, pleasure. 
satisfactory /sztis'feektert/ adjective ad- 
equate; causing satisfaction. o satisfactorily 
adverb. 
m acceptable, adequate, all right, competent, fair, 
good enough, not bad, passable, pleasing, 
satisfying, sufficient, suitable, tolerable, up to 
scratch. 


satisfy /'setisfai/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 meet 
expectations or wishes of. 2 be adequate for. 3 
meet (an appetite or want). 4 rid (person) of an 
appetite or want. 5 pay. 6 fulfil, comply with. 7 
convince. o satisfied adjective. satisfying adjec- 
tive. 
z 1, 4 appease, assuage, comfort, content, fulfil, 
gratify, make happy, pacify, placate, please. 3 
appease, assuage, fill, fulfil, gratify, meet, quench, 
formal sate, satiate, serve (a need), slake (thirst), 
supply. 5 discharge, pay, settle. 6 comply with, 
fulfil, meet. n satisfied see CONTENTED. 


satsuma /sæt'su:mə/ noun kind of tangerine. 

saturate /'sætfərert/ verb (-ting) 1 fill with 
moisture. 2 fill to capacity. 3 cause (substance) to 
absorb, hold, etc. as much as possible of another 
substance. 4 supply (market) beyond demand. 5 
(as saturated adjective) (of fat) containing the 
most possible hydrogen atoms. 


m 1 drench, fill, impregnate, permeate, soak, 
souse, steep, suffuse, wet. 


saturation noun saturating, being saturated. 
O saturation point stage beyond which no more 
can be absorbed or accepted. 

Saturday /'sætəder/ noun day of week following 
Friday. 

Saturnalia /sætə'neilə/ noun (plural same or 
-s) 1 ancient Roman festival of Saturn. 2 
(saturnalia) (treated as singular or plural) scene 
of wild revelry. 
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saturnine /'sætənam/ adjective 
perament or appearance. a Boaniy tem. 


Satyr /'sætə/ noun 1 Greek & Roman Mytho 
part-human part-animal woodland deity, 2 lech. 
erous man. È 


sauce /sə:s/ noun 1 liquid or visco 
ment to food. 2 something that adds. rie 
colloquial impudence. © verb (-cing) colloguiay 
be impudent to. o sauce-boat jug or dish for 
serving sauce. saucepan cooking v Usual! 
with handle, usedonhob.  s</USually 
a noun 1 condiment, gravy, ketchup, relish. 3 see 
INSOLENCE (INSOLENT). 0 saucepan cauldron, 
pan, pot, skillet, stockpot. 


saucer /'so:sa/ noun shallow circular dish, esp, 
for standing cup on. y 


saucy adjective (-ier, -iest) impudent, cheeky, 
o saucily adverb. sauciness noun. 


sauerkraut /‘savakravt/ noun German dish of 
pickled cabbage. 


sauna /'so:na/ noun 1 period spent in room with 
steam bath. 2 this room. 


saunter /'so:nte/ verb stroll. © noun leisurely 
walk. 


saurian /'so:rien/ adjective of or like a lizard. 


sausage /'spsid3/ noun 1 seasoned minced meat 
etc. in edible cylindrical case. 2 sausage-shaped 
object. o sausage meat minced meat for saus- 
ages etc. sausage roll sausage meat in pastry 
cylinder. 


sauté /'səvter/ adjective fried quickly in a little 
fat. @ noun food cooked thus. © verb ( past & past 
participle sautéd or sautéed) cook thus. 


savage /'szevid3/ adjective 1 fierce, cruel. 2 wild, 
primitive. @ noun 1 derogatory member of prim- 
itive tribe. 2 brutal or barbarous person. © verb 
(ging) 1 attack and maul. 2 attack verbally. 
o savagely adverb. savagery noun ( plural-ies). 
n adjective 1 barbaric, barbarous, beastly, bestial, 
blistering, bloodthirsty, bloody, brutal, callous, 
cold-blooded, cruel, demonic, diabolical, 
ferocious, fierce, heartless, inhuman, merciless, 
murderous, pitiless, ruthless, colloquial sadistic, 
unfeeling, vicious, violent. 2 barbarian, barbaric, 
feral, primitive, uncivilized, uncultivated, _ 
undomesticated, uneducated, untamed, wild. 
© noun 1 barbarian. 2 barbarian, beast, brute, 
fiend. © verb‘ attack, bite, claw, lacerate, maul, 
mutilate. 


savannah /sə'vænə/ noun (also savant 
grassy plain in tropical or subtropical region. 


savant /'sev(a)nt/ noun (feminine savante 
same pronunciation) learned person. 


save" verb (-ving) 1 (often + from) res 
serve from danger or harm. 2 (often + up) i 
for future use. 3 (often + up) put aside m ing 
for future use. 4 relieve (person) from ba to 
(money, time, etc.); prevent expos 3 
(annoyance etc.). 5 prevent need for. ore 
spiritually. 7 Football etc. avoid losing ( see 
8 Football etc. prevent (goal) from 


cue or pre 
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o noun Footballetc. act of saving goal. u savable, 
saveable adjective. saver noun. 

a verb 1 bail out, defend, deliver, free, guard, keep 
safe, liberate, preserve, protect, ransom, recover, 
redeem, release, rescue, retrieve, safeguard, 
salvage, set free, shelter, shield. 2, 3 be frugal, be 
sparing with, be thrifty, collect, conserve, 
economize, hoard, hold back, hold on to, invest, 
keep, lay aside, put by, put in a safe place, reserve, 
retain, scrape together, set aside, colloquial stash 
away, store up. 4 obviate, preclude, prevent, spare, 
stop. 


save’ preposition & conjunction archaic or poet- 
ical except; but. 


saveloy /‘sevalo1/ noun highly seasoned 
sausage. 


saving noun 1 anything saved. 2 an economy. 3 
(usually in plural) money saved. 4 act of preserv- 
ing or rescuing. © preposition 1 except. 2 without 
offence to. o -saving making economical use of 
specified thing. saving grace redeeming 
feature. 

m noun 2 cut, discount, economy, reduction. 3 

(savings) capital, funds, investments, nest egg, 

reserves, resources, riches, wealth. 


saviour /‘servja/ noun (US savior) 1 person who 
saves from danger etc. 2 (the, our Saviour) 
Christ. 


m 1 champion, defender, deliverer, guardian, 
liberator, rescuer. 


Savoir faire /seevwa: 'feə/ noun ability to 
behave appropriately; tact. [French] 


savory! /'servari/ noun aromatic herb used in 
cookery. 

Savory’ US = savoury. 

savour /'serva/ (US savor) noun 1 characteristic 
taste, flavour, etc. 2 tinge or hint. everb 1 
appreciate, enjoy. 2 (+ of) imply, suggest. 

m noun 1 flavour, piquancy, relish, smell, tang, 

taste, zest. © verb 1 appreciate, delightin, enjoy, 

relish, smell, taste. 


Savoury /'servərı/ (US savory) adjective 1 with 
appetizing taste or smell. 2 (of food) salty or 
piquant; not sweet. 3 pleasant. e noun (plural 
-les) savoury dish. 


m adjective 1 appetizing, delicious, flavoursome, 
Piquant, tasty. 


Savoy /sə'vəı/ moun rough-leaved winter 
cabbage. 


Savvy /'sevi/ slang verb (-ies, -led) know. 
© noun knowingness, understanding. © adjective 
Cier, -iest) US knowing, wise. 


Saw' noun implement with toothed blade etc. for 
cutting wood etc. @ verb (past participle sawn or 
Sawed) 1 cut or make with saw. 2 use saw. 3 
make to-and-fro sawing motion. o sawdust fine 
Wood fragments produced in sawing. sawfish 
(plural same or -es) large sea fish with toothed 
flat snout. sawmill factory for sawing wood into 
Planks. sawtooth(ed) serrated. 


Save | scaffold 
Wverb 1,2 see cut verb 1. 


Saw’ past of see’. 


Saw’ noun proverb, maxim. 
@ see SAYING. 


Sawyer /'so;ja/ noun person who saws timber. 
Sax noun colloquial saxophone. 


saxe |seeks/ noun & adjective (in full saxe blue: 
as adjective often hyphenated) light greyish-blue. 

saxifrage /'sæksıfre: - 
ne 1d3/ noun small-flowered 

Saxon [SRKSo)n noun 1 historical member or 

eol anic people thatoccupied parts 

of England in 5th-6th c. 2 Anglo-Saxon. @ adjec- 
tive 1 historical of the Saxons. 2 Anglo-Saxon. 

saxophone /'seksafeun/ noun keyed brass 
reed instrument used esp. in jazz. o saxophonist 
/seek'spfen-/ noun. 


Say verb (3rd singular present says /sez/; past & 
past participle said /sed/) 1 utter, remark; 
express, 2 state; indicate. 3 (in passive; usually + 
to do) be asserted. 4 (+ to do) colloquial direct, 
order to. 5 convey (information). 6 adduce, plead. 
7 decide. 8 take as example or as near enough. 9 
(the said) Law or jocular the previously men- 
tioned. @ noun 1 opportunity to express view. 2 
share in decision. a say-so colloquial 1 power of 
decision. 2 mere assertion. 

m verb 1,2 affirm, allege, announce, answer, 

articulate, assert, asseverate, formal aver, bruit 

abroad, come out with, comment, communicate, 
convey, declare, disclose, divulge, ejaculate, 
enunciate, exclaim, express, indicate, intimate, 
maintain, mention, mouth, phrase, pronounce, 
read out, recite, rejoin, remark, repeat, reply, 
report, respond, retort, reveal, signify, state, 
suggest, tell, utter. 5 communicate, convey, 
disclose, divulge, impart, indicate, reveal. 


saying noun maxim, proverb, etc. 

m adage, aphorism, apophthegm, axiom, 
catchphrase, catchword, cliché, dictum, epigram, 
expression, formula, maxim, motto, phrase, 
precept, proverb, quotation, remark, saw, slogan, 
statement, tag, truism, watchword. 


sc. abbreviation scilicet. 
scab noun 1 crust over healing cut, sore, etc. 2 
skin disease. 3 plant disease. 4 colloquial derog- 
atory blackleg. @ verb (-bb-) 1 form scab. 2 collo- 
quial derogatory act as blackleg. o scabby 
adjective (-ler, -iest). A 
um noun 4 derogatory blackleg, strikebreaker. 


scabbard /'skæbəd/ noun historical sheath of 

sword etc. 

scabies /'skeibi:z/ noun contagious skin 

disease causing itching. 

scabious /'skerbies/ noun plant with pin- 

cushion-shaped flowers. 

scabrous /'skeibras/ adjective 1 rough, scaly. 2 

pets i 4 scaffolding. 2 his 
skeefould/ noun 1 sı 5 - 

resist pt es for m tion ofcriminal. 


satire | save 


satire /'sæta1ə/ noun 1 ridicule, irony, etc. used 
to expose folly, vice, etc. 2 literary work using 
satire. 0 satirical /sə'trık(ə)l/ adjective. satiric- 
ally /sə'trıkəlı/ adverb. 
| m 1 caricature, derision, invective, irony, mockery, 
parody, ridicule, scorn. 2 burlesque, caricature, 
lampoon, parody, colloquial send-up, colloquial 
| spoof, colloquial take-off, travesty. satirical 
| critical, derisive, disparaging, disrespectful, ironic, 
irreverent, mocking, sarcastic, scornful. 


satirist /'sætərıst/ noun 1 writer of satires. 2 
satirical person. 

satirize /'sætəraız/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) attack or describe with satire. 

burlesque, caricature, criticize, deride, hold up 

to ridicule, lampoon, laugh at, make fun of, mimic, 

mock, parody, pillory, ridicule, colloquial send up, 

colloquial take off, travesty. 


satisfaction /sætıs'fækf(ə)n/ noun 1 satisfy- 
ing, being satisfied. 2 thing that satisfies. 3 atone- 
ment; compensation. 
n 1 comfort, content, contentment, delight, 
enjoyment, fulfilment, gratification, happiness, joy, 
pleasure, pride, self-satisfaction. 2 comfort, 


| delight, joy, pleasure. 
satisfactory /sætıs'fæktərı/ adjective ad- 
equate; causing satisfaction. o satisfactorily 
adverb. 
n acceptable, adequate, all right, competent, fair, 
good enough, not bad, passable, pleasing, 
satisfying, sufficient, suitable, tolerable, up to 


| scratch. 


satisfy /'setisfai/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 meet 
expectations or wishes of. 2 be adequate for. 3 
meet (an appetite or want). 4 rid (person) of an 
appetite or want. 5 pay. 6 fulfil, comply with. 7 
convince. o satisfied adjective. satisfying adjec- 
tive. 
u 1, 4 appease, assuage, comfort, content, fulfil, 
gratify, make happy, pacify, placate, please. 3 
appease, assuage, fill, fulfil, gratify, meet, quench, 
formal sate, satiate, serve (a need), slake (thirst), 
supply. 5 discharge, pay, settle. 6 comply with, 
fulfil, meet. a satisfied see CONTENTED. 


satsuma /sæt'su:mə/ noun kind of tangerine. 
saturate /'sætfərert/ verb (-ting) 1 fill with 
moisture. 2 fill to capacity. 3 cause (substance) to 
absorb, hold, etc. as much as possible of another 
substance. 4 supply (market) beyond demand. 5 
(as saturated adjective) (of fat) containing the 
most possible hydrogen atoms. 
m 1 drench, fill, impregnate, permeate, soak, 
souse, steep, suffuse, wet. 


saturation noun saturating, being saturated. 
o saturation point stage beyond which no more 
can be absorbed or accepted. 

Saturday /'sætəder/ noun day of week following 
Friday. 

Saturnalia /szta'neilre/ noun (plural same or 
-s) 1 ancient Roman festival of Saturn. 2 
(saturnalia) (treated as singular or plural) scene 
of wild revelry. 
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saturnine /'sætənam/ adjective of gloomy tem- 
perament or appearance. 


satyr /'sætə/ noun 1 Greek & Roman Mythology 
part-human part-animal woodland deity. 2 lech- 
erous man. 


sauce /so:s/ noun 1 liquid or viscous accompani- 
ment to food. 2 something that adds piquancy. 3 
colloquial impudence. © verb (-cing) colloquial 
be impudent to. o sauce-boat jug or dish for 
serving sauce. saucepan cooking vessel usually 
with handle, used on hob. 

m noun 1 condiment, gravy, ketchup, relish. 3 see 

INSOLENCE (INSOLENT). 0 saucepan cauldron, 

pan, pot, skillet, stockpot. 


saucer /'so:so/ noun shallow circular dish, esp. 
for standing cup on. 


saucy adjective (-ier, -iest) impudent, cheeky. 
u saucily adverb. sauciness noun. 


sauerkraut /'savakraut/ noun German dish of 
pickled cabbage. 


sauna /'so:no/ noun 1 period spent in room with 
steam bath. 2 this room. 


saunter /'so:nta/ verb stroll. © noun leisurely 
walk. 


saurian /'so:rien/ adjective of or like a lizard. 


sausage /'spsid3/ noun 1 seasoned minced meat 
etc. in edible cylindrical case. 2 sausage-shaped 
object. o sausage meat minced meat for saus- 
ages etc. sausage roll sausage meat in pastry 
cylinder. 


sauté /'səvter/ adjective fried quickly in a little 
fat. © noun food cooked thus. © verb ( past & past 
participle sautéed or sautéed) cook thus. 


savage /‘szevid3/ adjective 1 fierce, cruel. 2 wild, 
primitive. © noun 1 derogatory member of prim- 
itive tribe. 2 brutal or barbarous person. © verb 
(-ging) 4 attack and maul. 2 attack verbally. 
o savagely adverb. savagery noun ( plural -ies). 
u adjective 1 barbaric, barbarous, beastly, bestial, 
blistering, bloodthirsty, bloody, brutal, callous, 
cold-blooded, cruel, demonic, diabolical, 
ferocious, fierce, heartless, inhuman, merciless, 
murderous, pitiless, ruthless, colloquial sadistic, 
unfeeling, vicious, violent. 2 barbarian, barbaric, 
feral, primitive, uncivilized, uncultivated, 
undomesticated, uneducated, untamed, wild. 
© noun 1 barbarian. 2 barbarian, beast, brute, 
fiend. © verb 1 attack, bite, claw, lacerate, maul, 
mutilate. 


savannah /sə'vænə/ noun (also savanna) 
grassy plain in tropical or subtropical region. 


savant /'sev(a)nt/ noun (feminine savante 
same pronunciation) learned person. 


save" verb (-ving) 1 (often + from) rescue or pre- 
serve from danger or harm. 2 (often + up) keep 
for future use. 3 (often + up) put aside money 
for future use. 4 relieve (person) from spending 
(money, time, etc.); prevent exposure 
(annoyance etc.). 5 prevent need for. 6 rescue 
spiritually. 7 Football etc. avoid losing (match). 
8 Football etc. prevent (goal) from being scored. 
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o noun Footballetc. act ofsaving goal. a savable, 
saveable adjective. saver noun. 

n verb 1 bail out, defend, deliver, free, guard, keep 
safe, liberate, preserve, protect, ransom, recover, 
redeem, release, rescue, retrieve, safeguard, 
salvage, set free, shelter, shield. 2, 3 be frugal, be 
sparing with, be thrifty, collect, conserve, 
economize, hoard, hold back, hold on to, invest, 
keep, lay aside, put by, put in a safe place, reserve, 
retain, scrape together, set aside, colloquial stash 
away, store up. 4 obviate, preclude, prevent, spare, 


stop. 


save’ preposition & conjunction archaic or poet- 
ical except; but. 

saveloy /'sævələr/ noun highly seasoned 
sausage. 

saving noun 1 anything saved. 2 an economy. 3 
(usually in plural) money saved. 4 act of preserv- 
ing or rescuing. © preposition 1 except. 2 without 
offence to. o -saving making economical use of 
specified thing. saving grace redeeming 
feature. 

u noun 2 cut, discount, economy, reduction. 3 

(savings) capital, funds, investments, nest egg, 

reserves, resources, riches, wealth. 


saviour /‘servja/ moun (US savior) 1 person who 
saves from danger etc. 2 (the, our Saviour) 
Christ. 


a 1 champion, defender, deliverer, guardian, 
liberator, rescuer. 


Savoir faire /seevwa: 'feə/ noun ability to 
behave appropriately; tact. [French] 


savory’ /'setvart/ noun aromatic herb used in 
cookery. 


savory? US = savoury. 


savour /'setva/ (US savor) noun 1 characteristic 
taste, flavour, etc. 2 tinge or hint. @verb 1 
appreciate, enjoy. 2 (+ of) imply, suggest. 

a noun 1 flavour, piquancy, relish, smell, tang, 

taste, zest. © verb 1 appreciate, delight in, enjoy, 

relish, smell, taste. 


Savoury /'servari/ (US savory) adjective 1 with 
appetizing taste or smell. 2 (of food) salty or 
piquant; not sweet. 3 pleasant. @ moun (plural 
-ies) savoury dish. 


u adjective 1 appetizing, delicious, flavoursome, 
piquant, tasty. 


Savoy /sa'vor/ noun rough-leaved winter 
cabbage. 


Savvy /'sævı/ slang verb (-ies, -ied) know. 
@ noun knowingness, understanding. © adjective 
Cier, -lest) US knowing, wise. 


Saw! noun implement with toothed blade etc. for 
cutting wood etc. @ verb (past participle sawn or 
Sawed) 1 cut or make with saw. 2 use saw. 3 
make to-and-fro sawing motion. a sawdust fine 
( A fragments produced in sawing. sawfish 
fh ural same or -es) large sea fish with toothed 

at snout. sawmill factory for sawing wood into 
Planks. sawtooth(ed) serrated. 


Save | scaffold 


| m verb1,2seecurverb 1. 


Saw? past of sce". 


Saw’ noun proverb, maxim. 
T see SAYING. 


Sawyer /'so:ja/ noun person who saws timber. 

sax noun colloquial saxophone. 

Saxe /sæks/ noun & adjective (in full saxe blue; 
as adjective often hyphenated) light greyish-blue. 


saxifrage /'sæksıfrerd3/ noun small-flowered 
rock-plant. 


Saxon /‘seks(a)n/ noun 1 historical member or 
language of Germanic people that occupied parts 
of England in Sth-6th c. 2 Anglo-Saxon. © adjec- 
tive 1 historical of the Saxons. 2 Anglo-Saxon. 


saxophone /'seeksefaun/ noun keyed brass 
reed instrument used esp. in jazz. o saxophonist 
/seek'svfen-/ noun. 


Say verb (3rd singular present says /sez/; past & 
past participle said /sed/) 1 utter, remark; 
express. 2 state; indicate. 3 (in passive; usually + 
to do) be asserted. 4 (+ to do) colloquial direct, 
order to. 5 convey (information). 6 adduce, plead. 
7 decide. 8 take as example or as near enough. 9 
(the said) Law or jocular the previously men- 
tioned. @ noun 1 opportunity to express view. 2 
share in decision. o say-so colloquial 1 power of 
decision. 2 mere assertion. 

u verb 1, 2 affirm, allege, announce, answer, 

articulate, assert, asseverate, formal aver, bruit 

abroad, come out with, comment, communicate, 
convey, declare, disclose, divulge, ejaculate, 
enunciate, exclaim, express, indicate, intimate, 
maintain, mention, mouth, phrase, pronounce, 
read out, recite, rejoin, remark, repeat, reply, 
report, respond, retort, reveal, signify, state, 
suggest, tell, utter. 5 communicate, convey, 
disclose, divulge, impart, indicate, reveal. 


saying noun maxim, proverb, etc. 

w adage, aphorism, apophthegm, axiom, 
catchphrase, catchword, cliché, dictum, epigram, 
expression, formula, maxim, motto, phrase, 
precept, proverb, quotation, remark, saw, slogan, 
statement, tag, truism, watchword. 


sc. abbreviation scilicet. 
scab noun 1 crust over healing cut, sore, etc. 2 
skin disease. 3 plant disease. 4 colloquial derog- 
atory blackleg. © verb (-bb-) 1 form scab. 2 collo- 
quial derogatory act as blackleg. uscabby 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 
m noun 4 derogatory blackleg, strikebreaker. 


scabbard /'skebad/ noun historical sheath of 

sword etc. 

scabies /'skerbi:z/ noun contagious skin 

disease causing itching. 

scabious /'skerbies/ noun plant with pin- 

cushion-shaped flowers. 

scabrous /‘skerbras/ adjective 1 rough, scaly. 2 

pest 1 scaffolding. 2 his: 
"skeefould/ noun 1 sı ing. - 

parity athe replat ofcriminal. 


scaffolding | scar 


scaffolding noun 1 temporary structure of 
poles, planks, etc. for building work. 2 materials 
for this. 

scald /sko:ld/ verb 1 burn (skin etc.) with hot 
liquid or vapour. 2 heat (esp. milk) to near 
boiling point. 3 (usually + out) clean with boiling 
water. © noun burn etc. caused by scalding. 


scale’ noun 1 each of thin horny plates pro- 
tecting skin of fish and reptiles. 2 thing resem- 
bling this. 3 incrustation inside kettle etc. 4 
tartar on teeth. © verb (-ling) 1 remove scale(s) 
from. 2 form or come off in scales. a scaly adject- 
ive (-ier, -iest). 

u noun 1 flake, lamina, plate. 3 caking, coating, 

crust, deposit, encrustation, fur, incrustation. 4 

plaque, tartar. 


scale? noun 1 (often in plural) weighing 
machine. 2 (also scale-pan) pan of 
weighing-balance. otip, turn the scales 1 be 
decisive factor. 2 (+ at) weigh (specified 
amount). 

| m4 (scales) balance, weighing machine. 


scale? noun 1 graded classification system. 2 
ratio of reduction or enlargement in map, 
picture, etc. 3 relative dimensions. 4 Music set 
of notes at fixed intervals, arranged in order of 
pitch. 5 set of marks on line used in measuring 
etc. 6 rule determining distances between these. 
7 rod on which these are marked. © verb (-ling) 
1 climb. 2 represent in proportion. 3 reduce to 
common scale. oscale down, up make or 
become smaller or larger in proportion. to scale 
uniformly in proportion. 

| a noun 1 classification, gradation, graduation, 

hierarchy, ladder, order, progression, ranking, 

sequence, series. 2 proportion, ratio. 3 see size" 
noun 1.5 calibration. © verb 1 ascend, clamber 
up, climb, go up, mount. 


scalene /'skeili:n/ adjective (of triangle) having 
unequal sides. 
scallion /'skæljən/ noun esp. US shallot, spring 
onion. 
scallop /'skzlap/ noun 1 edible bivalve with 
fan-shaped ridged shells. 2 (in full scallop shell) 
one shell of this, esp. used for cooking or serving 
food on. 3 (in plural) ornamental edging of semi- 
circular curves. @verb (-p-) ornament with 
scallops. 
scallywag /'skælıwæg/ noun scamp, rascal. 
scalp noun 1 skin and hair on head. 2 historical 
this cut off as trophy by N. American Indian. 
© verb historical take scalp of. 
scalpel /'skælp(ə)l/ noun small surgical knife. 
scam noun US slang trick, fraud. 
scamp noun colloquial rascal, rogue. 
scamper /'skæmpə/ verb run and skip. © noun 
act of scampering. : 
; m verb dash, frisk, frolic, gambol, hasten, hurry, 
| play, romp, run, rush, scuttle. 


scampi /'skæmpı/ plural noun large prawns. 
scan verb (-nn-) 1 look at intently. 2 glance at 
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quickly. 3 (of verse etc.) be metrically correct. 
4 examine (surface etc.) for radioactivity etc. 5 
traverse (region) with radar etc. beam: 6 resolve 
(picture) into elements of light and shade for esp. 
television transmission. 7 analyse metre of (line 
etc.). 8 obtain image of (part of body) using 
scanner. © noun 1 scanning. 2 image obtained by 
scanning. 

m verb 1 check, examine, explore, eye, gaze at, 
investigate, look at, pore over, scrutinize, search, 
stare at, study, survey, view, watch. 2 flip through, 
glance at, read quickly, skim, thumb through. 


scandal /'skænd(ə)l/ noun 1 disgraceful event; 
public outrage. 2 malicious gossip. o scandal- 
monger /-manga/ person who spreads scandal. 
n 1 discredit, disgrace, dishonour, disrepute, 
embarrassment, ignominy, infamy, notoriety, 
obloquy, outrage, sensation, shame. 2 calumny, 
defamation, gossip, innuendo, libel, rumour, 
slander, slur, smear, tittle-tattle. 


scandalize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 
offend morally; shock. 


m affront, appal, disgust, horrify, offend, outrage, 
shock, upset. 


scandalous adjective 1 causing disgrace or 
outrage. 2 containing scandal. o scandalously 
adverb. 
m 1 disgraceful, disgusting, dishonourable, 
disreputable, ignominious, immodest, immoral, 
improper, indecent, indecorous, infamous, 
licentious, notorious, outrageous, shameful, 
shocking, sinful, sordid, unmentionable, 
unspeakable, wicked. 2 calumnious, defamatory, 
libellous, scurrilous, slanderous, untrue. 


Scandinavian /skændr'nerviən/ noun native 
or inhabitant, or family of languages, of Scandi- 
navia. © adjective of Scandinavia. 

scanner noun 1 device for scanning. 2 diag- 
nostic apparatus measuring radiation, ultra- 
sound reflections, etc. from body. 

scansion /'skænf(ə)n/ noun metrical scanning 
of verse. 


| m metre, prosody, rhythm. = 


scant adjective barely sufficient; deficient. 

scanty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of small extent or 
amount. 2 barely sufficient. o scantily adverb. 
scantiness noun. 

a inadequate, insufficient, meagre, mean, 

colloquial measly, colloquial mingy, minimal, 

scant, scarce, skimpy, small, sparing, sparse, 

stingy. 


scapegoat ['skerpgaut/ noun person blamed 
for others’ faults. 


| m dupe, slang fall guy, victim. 


scapula /'skzepjule/ noun (plural -lae |-li:/ or 
-s) shoulder blade. ; 

scapular /'skæpjulə/ adjective of scapula. 
@ noun monastic short cloak. 

scar’ noun 4 mark left on skin etc. by wound etc. 
2emotional damage. © verb (-rr-) (esp. aS scarred 
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adjective) mark with or form scar(s). 

a noun 1 blemish, cicatrice, cut, disfigurement, 
mark. @ verb blemish, damage, deface, disfigure, 
injure, mark, scratch, spoil. 


scar noun (also scaur) steep craggy part of 
mountainside. 

scarab /'skærəb/ noun 1 kind of beetle. 2 gem 
cut in form of beetle. 

scarce /skees/ adjective in short supply; rare. 
eadverb archaic or literary scarcely. o make 
oneself scarce colloquial keep out of the way; 
disappear. 

n adjective few and far between, hard to come by, 

hard to find, inadequate, infrequent, in short 

supply, insufficient, lacking, meagre, rare, scant, 

scanty, sparse, thin on the ground, tight, 

uncommon, unusual. 


scarcely /'skeəslı/ adverb hardly; only just. 


| u barely, hardly, only just. 


scarcity noun (plural -ies) lack or shortage. 
n dearth, famine, inadequacy, insufficiency, lack, 
need, paucity, poverty, rarity, shortage, want. 


scare /skea/ verb (-ring) 1 frighten. 2 (as scared 
adjective) (usually + of) frightened. 3 (usually + 
away, off, etc.) drive away by frightening. © noun 
sudden fright or alarm, esp. caused by rumours. 
Uscarecrow 1 human figure used for 
frightening birds away from crops. 2 colloquial 
badly dressed or grotesque person. scaremon- 
ger /-manga/ person who spreads scare(s). 
verb 1 alarm, dismay, frighten, intimidate, make 
afraid, make (person) jump, menace, panic, shake, 
shock, startle, terrorize, threaten, unnerve. © noun 
fright, jolt, shock, start. 


scarf’ noun (plural scarves /ska:vz/ or -s) piece 
of material worn round neck or over head for 
warmth or ornament. 


| u muffler, shawl, stole. 


scarf? verb join ends of (timber etc.) by thinning 
or notching them and bolting them together. 
© noun (plural -s) joint made thus. 

scarify /‘skerifat/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 make slight 
incisions in. 2 scratch. 3 criticize etc. merci- 
lessly. 4 loosen (soil). o scarification noun. 

scarlatina /ska:lə'ti:nə/ noun scarlet fever. 

scarlet ['ska:lot/ adjective of brilliant red tinged 
with orange. @ noun scarlet colour, pigment, 
clothes, etc. o scarlet fever infectious fever with 
scarlet rash. scarlet pimpernel wild plant with 
Small esp. scarlet flowers. 

scarp noun steep slope, esp. inner side of ditch 
in fortification. © verb make perpendicular or 
Steep. : 

Scarper /‘ska:pa/ verb slang run away; escape. 

Scarves plural of SCARF". 

Scary adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial fright- 
ening. 

m colloquial creepy, eerie, frightening, 

hair-raising, colloquial horrible, colloquial 

Spooky, unnerving. 


scar | scene 


soat noun wordlessjazzsinging. © verb (-tt-)sing 


scathing /'skerðm/ adjective witheringly scorn- 
ful. a scathingly adverb. 


C] biting, caustic, critical, humiliating, mordant, 
satirical, savage, scornful, tart, withering. 


scatology /skæ'tolədzr/ noun preoccupation 
with excrement or obscenity. o scatological 
/-ta'lod3-/ adjective. 
scatter /'skætə/ verb 1 throw about, strew. 2 
cover by scattering. 3 (cause to) flee. 4 (cause to) 
disperse. 5 (as scattered adjective) wide apart; 
sporadic. 6 Physics deflect or diffuse (light, par- 
ticles, etc.). @ noun 1 act of scattering. 2 small 
amount scattered. 3 extent of distribution. 
Uscatterbrain person lacking concentration. 
scatterbrained adjective. 
u verb 1 broadcast, disseminate, intersperse, 
shed, shower, sow, spread, sprinkle, strew, throw 
about. 3, 4 break up, disband, disintegrate, dispel, 
disperse, divide, separate. 0 scatterbrained 
absent-minded, careless, crazy, disorganized, 
forgetful, frivolous, hare-brained, inattentive, 
muddled, colloquial not with it, colloquial scatty, 
silly, thoughtless, unreliable, unsystematic, 
vague. 


scatty /'skætı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 
lacking concentration. o scattily adverb. scatti- 
ness noun. 

scavenge /'skævmd3/ verb (-ging) (usually + 
for) search for and collect (discarded items). 


l u forage, rummage, scrounge, search. 


scavenger ['sSkævmdzə/ noun 1 person who 
scavenges. 2 animal etc. feeding on carrion. - 


SCE abbreviation Scottish Certificate of Educa- 
tion. 

scenario /si'na:r1au/ noun (plural -s) 1 synop- 
sis of film, play, etc. 2 imagined sequence of 
future events. 


USAGE Scenario should not be used in standard 
English to mean ‘situation’, as in It was an 
unpleasant scenario. 


1 framework, outline, plan, scheme, storyline, 
| structure, summary. 


scene /si:n/ noun 1 place of actual or fictitious 
occurrence. 2 incident. 3 public display of 
emotion, temper, etc. 4 piece of continuous 
action in a play, film, book, etc. 5 piece(s) of 
scenery fora play. 6 landscape, view. 7 colloquial 
area of interest or activity. o behind the scenes 
4 out of view of audience. 2 secret, secretly. 
scene-shifter person who moves scenery in 
theatre. 
z 4 area, locale, locality, location, place, position, 
setting, site, situation, spot, whereabouts. 3 
altercation, argument, colloquial carry-on, 
commotion, disturbance, furore, fuss, incident, 
quarrel, row, tantrum, to-do, upset. 4act, chapter, 
episode, part, passage, section, sequence. 6 
landscape, panorama, picture, scenery, sight, 
spectacle, view, vista. 


scenery | school 


scenery /'si:nərı/ noun 1 features (esp. 
picturesque) of landscape. 2 backcloths, proper- 
ties, etc. representing scene in a play etc. 


u 1 landscape, panorama, prospect, scene, view, 
| vista. 2 backdrop, flats, set, setting. 
scenic /'si:ntk/ adjective 1 picturesque. 2 of 
scenery. o scenically adverb. 
u attractive, beautiful, breathtaking, grand, 


impressive, lovely, panoramic, picturesque, 
pretty, spectacular. 


scent /sent/ noun 1 characteristic, esp. pleasant, 
smell. 2 liquid perfume. 3 smell left by animal. 4 
clues etc. leading to discovery. 5 power of scent- 
ing. @ verb 1 discern by smell. 2 sense. 3 (esp. as 
scented adjective) make fragrant. 

u noun 1 aroma, bouquet, fragrance, nose, odour, 

perfume, redolence, smell. 2 aftershave, perfume. 

3 spoor, track, trail. © verb 1 see SMELL verb 1.3 

(scented) aromatic, fragrant, musky, odoriferous, 

odorous, perfumed, redolent, sweet-smelling. 


scepter US = SCEPTRE. 

sceptic /'skeptik/ noun (US skeptic) sceptical 
person, esp. one who questions truth of religions, 
or the possibility of knowledge. o scepticism 
/-s1z(a)m/ noun. 

@ agnostic, cynic, disbeliever, doubter, scoffer, 

unbeliever. o scepticism agnosticism, cynicism, 

disbelief, distrust, doubt, literary dubiety, 

incredulity, mistrust, suspicion. 


sceptical /'skeptik(ə)l/ adjective (US skeptical) 
inclined to doubt accepted opinions; critical; 
incredulous. o sceptically adverb. 
m agnostic, cynical, disbelieving, distrustful, 
doubting, dubious, incredulous, mistrustful, 
questioning, scoffing, suspicious, uncertain, 
unconvinced, unsure. 


sceptre /'septa/ noun (US scepter) staff borne 
as symbol of sovereignty. 
schedule /'Sedju:]/ noun 1 timetable. 2 list, esp. 
of rates or prices. @verb (-ling) 1 include in 
schedule. 2 make schedule of. 3 list (building) for 
preservation. o on schedule at time appointed. 
scheduled flight, service, etc. regular public 
one. 
u noun 1 agenda, calendar, diary, itinerary, list, 
plan, programme, scheme, timetable. 2 inventory, 
list, register. © verb 1, 2 appoint, arrange, assign, 
book, earmark, organize, plan, programme, time, 
timetable. 


schema /'ski:mə/ noun ( plural schemata or -s) 
synopsis, outline, diagram. 

schematic /ski'mztitk/ adjective of or as 
scheme or diagram. © noun diagram, esp. of elec- 
tronic circuit. 

schematize /'ski:mətarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) put in schematic form. 

scheme /ski:m/ noun 1 systematic arrange- 
ment. 2 artful plot. 3 plan of action or work; 
outline, syllabus, etc. © verb (-ming) plan, esp. 
secretly or deceitfully. o schemer noun. schem- 
ing adjective. 
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a noun 1 arrangement, design, system. 2 
conspiracy, dodge, intrigue, machinations, 
manoeuvre, plot, ploy, slang racket, ruse, 
stratagem, subterfuge, tactic. 3 approach, 
blueprint, design, draft, idea, method, outline, plan, 
procedure, programme, project, proposal, 
scenario, strategy, system. © verb collude, 
connive, conspire, colloquial cook something up, 
hatch a plot, intrigue, machinate, manoeuvre, plan, 
plot. 


scherzo /'skeatsau/ noun (plural -s) Music vig- 
orous and lively movement or composition. 

schism /'skiz(e)m/ noun division of esp. reli- 
gious group into sects etc. 0 schismatic /-'mzt-/ 
adjective & noun. 

schist /fist/ noun layered crystalline rock. 


schizo /‘skitsau/ offensive colloquial adjective 
schizophrenic. © noun (plural -s) schizophrenic 
person. 

schizoid /'skitso1d/ adjective tending to schizo- 
phrenia. © noun schizoid person. 

schizophrenia /skıtsə'fri:nıə/ noun mental 
disorder marked by disconnection between 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. o schizophrenic 
/-fren-/ adjective & noun. 

schmaltz /Smo:lts/ noun colloquial sickly senti- 
mentality. o schmaltzy adjective (-ier, -iest). 

schnapps /Jnzps/ noun any of various spirits 
drunk in N. Europe. 

schnitzel /'fnits(ə)l/ noun veal escalope. 

scholar /'skola/ noun 1 learned person. 2 holder 
of scholarship. 3 person of specified academic 
ability. o scholarly adjective. 

u 1 academic, colloquial egghead, expert, 

colloquial highbrow, intellectual, professor, 

pundit, savant. 3 see PUPIL’. 0 scholarly 

academic, bookish, brainy, deep, erudite, 

colloquial highbrow, intellectual, knowledgeable, 

learned, lettered, widely-read. 


scholarship noun 1 learning, erudition. 2 
award of money etc. towards education. 

u 1 education, erudition, knowledge, learning, 

research, schooling, wisdom. 2 award, bursary, 

endowment, exhibition, fellowship, grant. 


scholastic /ska'lestik/ adjective of schools, 
education, etc.; academic. 


school! /sku:1/ noun 1 educational institution 
for pupils up to 19 years old or (US) at any level. 
2school buildings, pupils, staff, etc. 3 (time given 
to) teaching. 4 university department or faculty. 
5 group of artists, disciples, etc. following Or 
holding similar principles, opinions, etc. 
instructive circumstances. everb 1 send to 
school. 2 discipline, train, control. 3 (as 
schooled adjective) (+ in) educated, trained in. 
a schoolboy, schoolchild, schoolgirl one who 
attends school. school leaver person who has 
just left school. schoolmaster, schoolmistress, 
schoolteacher teacher in school. schoolmas- 
terly having qualities of schoolmaster. school- 
room room used for lessons, esp. in private 
ouse. 
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a noun 1 academy, college, educational 
institution, institute, seminary. © verb 1,2 see 
EDUCATE. 


school? /sku:1/ noun shoal of fish, whales, etc. 
schooling noun education. 


schooner /'sku:na/ noun 1 two-masted fore- 
and-aft rigged ship. 2 large glass, esp. for sherry. 
3 US & Australian tall beer glass. 


schottische /So'ti:S/ noun kind of slow polka. 


sciatic /sar'etik/ adjective 1 of hip or sciatic 
nerve. 2 of or having sciatica. o sciatic nerve 
large nerve from pelvis to thigh. 


sciatica /sar'zetika/ moun neuralgia of hip and 
leg. 

science /‘salens/ noun 1 branch of knowledge 
involving systematized observation, experi- 
ment, and induction. 2 knowledge so gained. 3 
pursuit or principles of this. 4 skilful technique. 
o science fiction fiction with scientific theme. 
science park area containing science-based 
businesses. 


| a 4 skill, technique. 


scientific /saton'tifik/ adjective 1 following sys- 
tematic methods of science. 2 systematic, accur- 
ate. 3 of or concerned with science. 

u 2 analytical, methodical, meticulous, orderly, 

organized, precise, rational, regulated, rigorous, 

systematic. 


scientist /‘sarantist/ moun student or expert in 
science. 


m colloquial boffin, researcher, technologist. 


sci-fi /'sarfar/ noun colloquial science fiction. 
scilicet /'sarlıset/ adverb that is to say. 
scimitar /‘stmita/ noun curved oriental sword. 
scintilla /sm'trla/ noun 1 trace. 2 spark. 


scintillate /‘smtileit/ (-ting) 1 (esp. as scintil- 
lating adjective) talk or act cleverly. 2 sparkle, 
twinkle. o scintillation noun. 

a 1 (scintillating) brilliant, clever, dazzling, 

effervescent, lively, sparkling, vivacious, witty. 2 

coruscate, dazzle, flash, glitter, sparkle, twinkle. 


scion /‘saren/ noun 1 shoot cut for grafting. 2 
young member of family. 


Scissors /'sızəz/ plural noun (also pair of scis- 
sors singular) cutting instrument with pair of 
pivoted blades. 


Sclerosis /skle'rausis/ noun 1 abnormal 
hardening of tissue. 2 (in full multiple sclerosis) 
Serious progressive disease of nervous system. 
Osclerotic /-'rot-/ adjective. 


Scoff" verb (usually + at) speak derisively; mock. 
© noun mocking words, taunt. n scoffer noun. 
@ verb be sarcastic, be scornful, gibe, jeer, laugh, 
mock, poke fun, sneer, tease; (scoff af) belittle, 
deride, disparage, ridicule, taunt. 


aon colloquial verb eat (food) greedily. @ noun 


school | score 


scold /skauld/ verb 1 rebuke. 2 find fault noisily. 
@ noun archaic nagging woman. 
m verb 1 admonish, berate, blame, colloquial 
carpet, castigate, censure, archaic chide, criticize, 
find fault with, nag, rate, rebuke, formal reprehend, 
reprimand, reproach, formal reprove, colloquial 
slate, colloquial tell off, colloquial tick off, upbraid. 
2 carp, complain, find fault, nag, rail. 


sconce noun wall-bracket holding candlestick 
or light-fitting. 

scone /skon, skəun/ noun small cake of flour 
etc. baked quickly. 


scoop /sku:p/ noun 1 short-handled deep shovel. 
2long-handled ladle. 3 excavating part of digging 
machine etc. 4 device for serving ice cream etc. 
5 quantity taken up by scoop. 6 scooping move- 
ment. 7 exclusive news item. 8 large profit made 
quickly. @ verb 1 (usually + out) hollow out or 
(usually + up) lift (as) with scoop. 2 forestall 
(rival newspaper etc.) with scoop. 3 secure (large 
profit etc.), esp. suddenly. 

a noun 2 ladle, spoon. 7 exclusive, inside story, 

the latest, revelation. @ verb 1 dig, excavate, 

gouge, hollow, scrape, shovel, spoon. 


scoot /sku:t/ verb (esp. in imperative) colloquial 
4 shoot along. 2 depart, flee. 

scooter noun 1 child's toy with footboard on 
two wheels and long steering-handle. 2 low- 
powered motorcycle. 


scope noun 1 range; extent of ability, outlook, 
etc. 2 opportunity. 

u 1 ambit, area, breadth, compass, competence, 

extent, field, limit, range, reach, span, sphere, 

terms of reference. 2 capacity, chance, colloquial 

elbow room, freedom, latitude, leeway, liberty, 

opportunity, outlet, room, space. 


scorch verb 1 burn or discolour surface of with 
dry heat. 2 become so discoloured etc. 3 (as 
scorching adjective) colloquial (of weather) very 
hot. 4 (as scorching adjective) colloquial (of criti- 
cism etc.) stringent. @ moun mark of scorching. 
o scorched earth policy policy of destroying 
everything that might be of use to invading 
enemy. 


m verb 1 blacken, brand, burn, char, heat, roast, 
| sear, singe. 


scorcher noun colloquial extremely hot day. 


score noun 1 number of points, goals, etc. made 
by player or side in game etc. 2 respective scores 
atendofgame. 3actofgainingesp. goal. 4 (plural 
same or -s) (set of) 20. 5 (in plural) a great many. 
6 reason, motive. 7 Music copy of composition 
with parts arranged one below another. 8 music 
for film or play. 9 notch, line, etc. made on 
surface. 10 record of money owing. @ verb (-ring) 
4 win, gain. 2 make (points etc.) in game. 3 keep 
score. 4 mark with notches etc. 5 have an advant- 
age. 6 Music (often + for) orchestrate or arrange 
(piece of music). 7 slang obtain drugs illegally. 8 
slang make sexual conquest. 0 keep (the) score 
register points etc. as they are made. score 
(points) off colloquial humiliate, esp. verbally. 


scoria | scramble 


scoreboard large board for displaying score in 

match etc. settle a (or the) score 1 requite 

obligation. 2 avenge injury or offence. 

| m noun 4 amount, count, marks, points, reckoning, 
result, sum, tally, total. 9 cut, groove, incision, line, 
mark, nick, scrape, scratch, slash. @ verb 1 
achieve, chalk up, earn, gain, make, win. 3 add up, 
count, keep an account, keep the tally. 4 cut, 
engrave, gouge, incise, mark, scrape, scratch, 
slash. 6 orchestrate, write out. 


scoria /'sko:ria/ noun (plural scoriae /-rti:/) 1 
(fragments of) cellular lava. 2 slag. 


scorn noun disdain, contempt, derision. © verb 

4 hold in contempt. 2 reject or refuse to do as 

unworthy. 

i m noun contempt, contumely, derision, 
detestation, disdain, disgust, dislike, dismissal, 
disparagement, disrespect, jeering, mockery, 
rejection, ridicule, scoffing, sneering, taunting. 
© verb deride, despise, disapprove of, disdain, 
dislike, dismiss, disparage, hate, insult, jeer at, 
laugh at, look down on, make fun of, mock, reject, 
ridicule, scoff at, sneer at, sniff at, spurn, taunt, 
colloquial turn up one’s nose at. 


scornful adjective (often + of) contemptuous. 
o scornfully adverb. 

m condescending, contemptuous, derisive, 

disdainful, dismissive, disparaging, 

disrespectful, haughty, insulting, jeering, 

mocking, patronizing, sarcastic, satirical, 

scathing, scoffing, sneering, snide, colloquial 

snooty, supercilious, superior, taunting, 

withering. 


Scorpio /‘sko:piau/ noun eighth sign of zodiac. 


scorpion /‘sko:pien/ noun lobster-like arachnid 
with jointed stinging tail. 


Scot noun native of Scotland. 


Scotch adjective Scottish, Scots. © noun 1 Scot- 
tish, Scots. 2 Scotch whisky. 0 Scotch broth 
meat soup with pearl barley etc. Scotch egg 
hard-boiled egg in sausage meat. Scotch fir Scots 
pine. Scotch mist thick mist and drizzle. Scotch 
terrier small rough-coated terrier. Scotch 
whisky whisky distilled in Scotland. 


USAGE Scots or Scottish is preferred to Scotch in 
Scotland; except in the compound nouns given 
above. 


scotch verb1 decisively putan end to. 2 archaic 
wound without killing. 


scot-free adverb unharmed; unpunished. 


Scots adjective Scottish. © noun 1 Scottish. 2 
form of English spoken in (esp. Lowlands of) 
Scotland. o Scotsman, Scotswoman Scot. 
Scots pine kind of pine tree. 


Scottish adjective of Scotland or its inhabit- 
ants. @ noun (the Scottish) (treated as plural) 
people of Scotland. 


scoundrel /'skaundr(a)l/ noun unscrupulous 
villain; rogue. 
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n blackguard, colloquial blighter, colloquial or 
jocular bounder, cad, good-for-nothing, 
colloquial heel, knave, miscreant, rascal, rogue, 
ruffian, scallywag, colloquial scamp, colloquial 
villain, wretch. 


scour’ /skava/ verb 1 rub clean. 2 (usually + 
away, off, etc.) clear by rubbing. 3 clear out (pipe 
etc.) by flushing through. © noun scouring, being 
scoured. o scourer noun. 

m verb 1 abrade, buff, burnish, clean, cleanse, 

polish, rub, scrape, scrub, shine, wash. 


scour /skavə/ verb search thoroughly. 


u colloquial comb, forage through, hunt through, 
rake through, ransack, rummage through, 
search, turn upside down. 


scourge /sk3:d3/ noun 1 person or thing 
regarded as causing suffering. 2 whip. overb 
(-ging) 1 whip. 2 punish, oppress. 

u noun 1 affliction, bane, curse, evil, misery, 

misfortune, plague, torment, woe. 2 see WHIP noun 

1. © verb 1 beat, slang belt, flagellate, flog, 

horsewhip, lash, whip. 


Scouse /skaus/ colloquial noun 1 Liverpool 
dialect. 2 (also Scouser) native of Liverpool. 
© adjective of Liverpool. 


scout /skaut/ noun 1 person sent out to get 
information or reconnoitre. 2 search for this. 
3 talent-scout. 4 (also Scout) member of 
(originally boys’) association intended to 
develop character. everb 1 (often + for) seek 
information etc. 2 (often + about, around) make 
search. 3 (often + out) colloquial explore. 
u Scoutmaster person in charge of group of 
Scouts. 0 scouting noun. 
m noun 1 lookout, spy. © verb explore, hunt 
around, investigate, look about, reconnoitre, 
search, colloquial snoop, spy. 


Scouter noun adult leader of Scouts. 


scowl /skaul/ noun sullen or bad-tempered look. 
@ verb wear scowl. 


| u verb frown, glower, grimace, look daggers, lour. 


scrabble /'skræb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) scratch or 
grope busily about. @noun 1 scrabbling. 2 
(Scrabble) proprietary term game in which 
payers build up words from letter-blocks on 


scrag noun 1 (also scrag-end) inferior end of 
neck of mutton. 2 skinny person or animal. 
overb (-gg-) slang 1 strangle, hang. 2 handle 
roughly; beat up. 

scraggy adjective (-ier, iest) thin and bony. 
o scragginess noun. 

u bony, emaciated, gaunt, lanky, lean, scrawny, 

skinny, thin, underfed. 


scram verb (-mm-) (esp. in imperative) collo- 
quial go away. 

scramble /'skræmb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 clamber, 
crawl, climb, etc. 2 (+ for, at) struggle with com- 
petitors (for thing or share). 3 move hastily. 
mix indiscriminately. 5 cook (eggs) by stirring 
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in heated pan. 6 alter sound frequencies of 
(broadcast or telephone conversation) so as to 
make it unintelligible without special receiver. 
7 (of fighter aircraft or pilot) take off rapidly. 
o noun 1 scrambling. 2 difficult climb or walk. 3 
(+ for) eager or confused struggle or competition 
for. 4 motorcycle race over rough ground. 5 
emergency take-off by fighter aircraft. 

a verb 1 clamber, climb, crawl, grope, scrabble. 2 
compete, contend, fight, jostle, push, scuffle, 
strive, struggle, tussle, vie. 3 dash, hasten, hurry, 
run, rush, scurry. 4 confuse, jumble, mix up. © noun 
3 commotion, confusion, free-for-all, mêlée, race, 
rush, scrimmage, struggle. 


scrambler noun 1 device for scrambling tele- 
phone conversations. 2 motorcycle used for 
scrambles. 


scrap' noun 1 small detached piece; fragment. 2 
waste material. 3 discarded metal for repro- 
cessing. 4 (with negative) smallest piece or 
amount. 5 (in plural) odds and ends. 6 (in plural) 
bits of uneaten food. @ verb (-pp-) discard as 
useless. 0 scrapbook book in which cuttings etc. 
are kept. scrap heap 1 collection of waste ma- 
terial. 2 state of being discarded as useless. 
scrapyard place where (esp. metal) scrap is col- 
lected. 

u noun 1 bit, fragment, piece, rag, remnant, shard, 

shred, sliver, snippet. 2 junk, litter, refuse, rejects, 

rubbish, waste. 4 atom, bit, crumb, fraction, 
fragment, grain, hint, iota, jot, mite, molecule, 
morsel, particle, piece, scintilla, shred, sliver, 
speck, trace. 5 (scraps) leavings, odds and ends, 
offcuts, remains, remnants, residue. © verb 
abandon, cancel, discard, slang ditch, drop, give 
up, jettison, throw away, write off. 


scrap’ colloquial noun fight or rough quarrel. 
© verb (-pp-) have scrap. 

a noun argument, fight, quarrel, scuffle, colloquial 

set-to, squabble, tiff, tussle, wrangle. © verb 

argue, bicker, fight, quarrel, spar, squabble, tussle, 

wrangle. 


scrape verb (-ping) 1 move hard edge across 
(surface), esp. to smooth or clean. 2 (+ away, off, 
etc.) remove by scraping. 3 rub (surface) harshly 
against another. 4 scratch or damage by scrap- 
ing. 5 excavate by scraping. 6 draw or move with 
sound (as) of scraping. 7 produce such sound 
from. 8 (often + along, by, through, etc.) move 
while (almost) touching. 9 narrowly achieve. 10 
(often + by, through) barely manage. 11 (often + 
by, through) pass exam etc. with difficulty. 12 (+ 
together, up) provide or amass with difficulty. 13 
be economical. 14 make clumsy bow. 15 (+ back) 
draw (hair) tightly back. © noun 1 act or sound 
of scraping. 2 scraped place; graze. 3 colloquial 
predicament caused by rashness. oO scraper 
noun. 
m verb 4 abrade, bark, damage, graze, injure, 
lacerate, scratch, scuff, skin, wound. 12 (scrape 
together) see coLLect' verb 1. @ noun 2 abrasion, 
graze, injury, laceration, scratch, scuff, wound. 3 
pede escapade, plight, prank, predicament, 
rouble. 


scrambler | screen 


scrapie /‘skrerp1/ noun viral disease of sheep. 

scrappy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 consisting of 
scraps. 2 incomplete. 

a 2 bitty, careless, disjointed, fragmentary, 

imperfect, incomplete, inconclusive, colloquial 

sketchy, slipshod, unfinished, unpolished, 

unsatisfactory. 


scratch verb 1 score or wound superficially, 
esp. with sharp object. 2 scrape with the nails to 
relieve itching. 3 make or form by scratching. 4 
(+ out, off, through) erase. 5 withdraw from race 
or competition. 6 (often + about, around, etc.) 
scratch ground etc. in search. 7 (often + about, 
around, etc.) search haphazardly. enoun 1 
mark, wound, or sound made by scratching. 2 
act of scratching oneself. 3 colloquial trifling 
wound. 4 starting line for race etc. 5 position of 
those receiving no handicap. © adjective 1 col- 
lected by chance. 2 collected or made from what- 
ever is available. 3 with no handicap given. 
O from scratch 1 from the beginning. 2 without 
help. up to scratch up to required standard. 
u verb 1 abrade, claw at, cut, damage, dent, gash, 
gouge, graze, groove, incise, injure, lacerate, mark, 
scarify, score, scrape, scuff, wound. @ noun 1 
abrasion, dent, gash, graze, groove, indentation, 
injury, laceration, line, mark, score, scrape, scuff, 
wound. O up to scratch see SATISFACTORY. 


scratchy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 tending to make 
scratches or scratching noise. 2 causing itchi- 
ness. 3 (of drawing etc.) careless. o scratchily 
adverb. scratchiness noun. 


scrawl verb write in hurried untidy way. 
@noun 1 hurried writing. 2 scrawled note. 
o scrawly adjective (-ier, -iest). 


| m verb doodle, scribble. 


scrawny /'skro:n/ adjective (-ier, -iest) lean, 
scraggy. 

scream noun 1 piercing cry (as) of terror or 
pain. 2 colloquial hilarious occurrence or 
person. © verb 1 emit scream. 2 utter in or with 
scream. 3 move with scream. 4 laugh uncontrol- 
lably. 5 be blatantly obvious. 

u noun 1 bawl, caterwaul, cry, howl, roar, screech, 

shout, shriek, squeal, wail, yell, yowl. @ verb 1,2 

bawl, caterwaul, cry, howl, roar, screech, shout, 

shriek, squeal, wail, yell, yowl. 


scree noun (in singular or plural) 1 small loose 
stones. 2 mountain slope covered with these. 


screech noun harsh scream or squeal. @ verb 
utter with or make screech. 0 screech-owl barn 
owl. 

screed noun 1 long usually tiresome letter or 
harangue. 2 layer of cement etc. applied to level 
asurface. 


screen noun 1 fixed or movable upright parti- 
tion for separating, concealing, or protecting 
from heat etc. 2 thing used to conceal or shelter. 
3 concealing stratagem. 4 protection thus given. 
5 blank surface on which images are projected. 
6 (the screen) cinema industry; films collect- 
ively. 7 windscreen. 8 large sieve. 9 system for 


screw | scrummage 


detecting disease, ability, attribute, etc. © verb 1 
shelter, hide. 2 protect from detection, censure, 
etc. 3 (+ off ) shut off or conceal behind screen. 4 
show (film etc.). 5 prevent from causing, or 
protect from, electrical interference. 6 test 
(person or group) for disease, reliability, loyalty, 
etc. 7 sieve. a screenplay film script. screen 
printing printing process with ink forced 
through areas of sheet of fine mesh. screen test 
audition for film part. screenwriter person who 
writes for cinema. 

a noun 4 blind, curtain, divider, partition. 2 
camouflage, cover, disguise, shelter, shield, 
smokescreen. 3, 4 blind, concealment, cover, 
front, protection, smokescreen. 8 filter, mesh, 
riddle, sieve, strainer. @ verb 1, 2 camouflage, 
cloak, conceal, cover, disguise, guard, hide, mask, 
protect, safeguard, shade, shelter, shield, shroud, 
veil. 3 divide, partition off, subdivide, wall off. 6 
colloquial check out, examine, investigate, vet. 


screw /skru:/ noun 1 cylinder or cone with 
spiral ridge running round it outside (male 
screw) or inside (female screw). 2 (in full 
woodscrew) metal male screw with slotted head 
and sharp point. 3 (in full screw-bolt) blunt 
metal male screw on which nut is threaded. 4 
straight screw used to exert pressure. 5 (in singu- 
lar or plural) instrument of torture acting thus. 
6 (in full screw propeller) propeller with twisted 
blades. 7 one turn of screw. 8 (+ of) small 
twisted-up paper (of tobacco etc.). 9 oblique 
curling motion (of ball). 10 slang prison warder. 
overb 1 fasten or tighten (as) with screw(s). 2 
turn (screw). 3 (of ball etc.) swerve. 4 (+ out, of ) 
extort from; swindle. o screwball US slang crazy 
or eccentric person. screwdriver tool for turning 
screws by putting tool’s tip into screw’s slot. 
screw up 1 contract, crumple, or contort. 2 
summon up (courage etc.). 3 slang bungle or 
spoil. 4 slang upset; disturb mentally. screw-up 
noun slang bungle. 

u noun 7 rotation, turn, twist. © verb 1 see FASTEN 

1. 2 rotate, turn, twist. O screw up 1 see TWIST 

verb 1-3. 3 see BUNGLE verb 1. 


screwy adjective (-ier, -iest) slang 1 mad, 
eccentric. 2 absurd. 0 screwiness noun. 

scribble /'skrıb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 write or draw 
carelessly or hurriedly. 2 jocular be author or 
writer. © noun 1 scrawl. 2 hasty note etc. 


| m verb 1 doodle, scrawl. 


scribe noun 1 ancient or medieval copyist of 
manuscripts. 2 pointed instrument for marking 
wood etc. 3 colloquial writer. © verb(-bing) mark 
with scribe. o scribal adjective. 


m noun 1 amanuensis, clerk, copyist, secretary, 
transcriber. 3 see WRITER. 
scrim noun open-weave fabric for lining, uphol- 


stery, etc. 


scrimmage /'skrimid3/ noun tussle, brawl. 
© verb (-ging) engage in scrimmage. 


scrimp verb skimp. 
scrip noun 1 provisional certificate of money 
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subscribed to company etc. 2 extra share(s) 
instead of dividend. 

script noun 1 text of play, film, or broadcast (see 
panel at DIRECT SPEECH). 2 handwriting. 3 typeface 
imitating handwriting. 4 alphabet or other 
system of writing. 5 examinee’s written 
answer(s). @verb write script for (film etc.), 
o scriptwriter person who writes scripts for 
films etc. 


a noun 1 libretto, screenplay, text, words. 2 
calligraphy, handwriting, penmanship. 
scripture /‘skript{a/ noun 1 sacred writings. 2 


(Scripture, the Scriptures) the Bible. o scrip- 
tural adjective. 


n 2 (Scripture, the Scriptures) Holy Writ, the 
Bible, the Good Book, the Gospel, the Holy Bible, 
the Word of God. 


scrivener /'skrivana/ noun historical 1 copyist; 
drafter of documents. 2 notary. 


scrofula /‘skrofjule/ noun disease with glandu- 
lar swellings. o scrofulous adjective. 


scroll /skraul/ noun 1 roll of parchment or 
paper. 2 book in ancient roll form. 3 ornamental 
design imitating roll of parchment. © verb (often 
+ down, up) move (display on VDU screen) to 
view later or earlier material. 


scrotum /'skrautem/ noun (plural scrota or -s) 
pouch of skin enclosing testicles. a scrotal 
adjective. 

scrounge /skraund3/ verb (-ging) obtain 
(things) by cadging. o on the scrounge scroun- 
ging. o scrounger noun. 


| beg, colloquial cadge, importune. 


scrub’ verb (-bb-) 1 clean by hard rubbing, esp. 
with hard brush. 2 (often + up) (of surgeon etc.) 
clean and disinfect hands etc. before operating. 
3 colloquial cancel. 4 pass (gas etc.) through 
scrubber. @ noun scrubbing, being scrubbed. 


n verb 1 brush, clean, rub, scour, wash. 3 see 
CANCEL 1. 


scrub? noun 1 brushwood or stunted trees etc. 2 
“land covered with this. o scrubby adjective (ier, 
-iest). 

scrubber nour 1 slang promiscuous woman. 2 
apparatus for purifying gases etc. 

scruff’ noun back of neck. 

scruff? noun colloquial scruffy person. 

scruffy /‘skrafi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 
shabby, slovenly, untidy. o scruffily adverb. 
scruffiness noun. 

n bedraggled, dirty, dishevelled, disordered, 

dowdy, frowzy, messy, ragged, shabby, slatternly, 

slovenly, colloquial tatty, ungroomed, unkempt, 

untidy, worn out. 


scrum noun 1 scrummage. 2 colloquial scrim- 
mage. n scrum-half Rugby half-back who puts 
ball into scrum. 

scrummage /‘skramid3/ noun Rugby massed 
forwards on each side pushing to gain possession 
of ball thrown on ground between them. 
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scrump /skramp/ verb colloquial steal (fruit) 
from orchard or garden. 


scrumptious /'skrampfəs/ adjective colloquial 
delicious. 


scrumpy /'skrampi/ moun colloquial rough 
cider. 

scrunch verb 1 (usually + up) crumple. 2 
crunch. © noun crunch. 

scruple /'skru:p(ə)l/ noun (often in plural) 1 
moral concern. 2 doubt caused by this. © verb 
(-ling) (+ to do; usually in negative) hesitate 
owing to scruples. 

ua noun compunction, conscience, doubt, 

hesitation, misgiving, qualm. © verb (scruple to) 

be reluctant to, have a conscience about, hesitate 

to, hold back from, think twice about. 


scrupulous /'skru:pjuləs/ adjective 1 conscien- 
tious, thorough. 2 careful to avoid doing wrong. 3 
over-attentive to details. o scrupulously adverb. 
scrupulousness noun. 
n 1, 3 careful, cautious, conscientious, diligent, 
exacting, fastidious, finicky, meticulous, minute, 
neat, painstaking, precise, punctilious, rigid, 
rigorous, strict, systematic, thorough. 2 ethical, 
fair-minded, honest, honourable, just, moral, 
principled, proper, upright, upstanding. 


scrutineer /skru:tr'nta/ noun person who scru- 
tinizes ballot papers. 

scrutinize /‘skru:tmaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) subject to scrutiny. 


u analyse, check, examine, inspect, investigate, 
probe, sift, study. 


scrutiny /‘skru:tm1/ noun (plural-ies) 1 critical 
gaze. 2 close examination. 3 official examination 
of ballot papers. 

@ 2 analysis, examination, inspection, 

investigation, probing, search, study. 


scuba /'sku:bə/ noun (plural -s) aqualung. 
econ a swimming underwater using 
scuba. 


scud verb (-dd-) 1 move straight and fast; skim 
along. 2 Nauticalrun before wind. @ noun 1 scud- 
ding. 2 vapoury driving clouds or shower. 


scuff verb 1 graze or brush against. 2 mark or 
wear out (shoes etc.) thus. 3 shuffle or drag feet. 
© noun mark of scuffing. 

scuffle /'skaf(e)l/ noun confused struggle or 
fight at close quarters. © verb (-ling) engage in 
scuffle. 

Scull noun 1 each of pair ofsmall oars. 2 oar used 
to propel boat from stern. 3 (in plural) sculling 
race. @ verb propel with scull(s). 

scullery /'skalərı/ noun (plural -ies) back 
kitchen; room where dishes are washed etc. 


Sculpt verb sculpture. 

sculptor /‘skalpta/ noun (feminine sculptress) 
Person who sculptures. 

Sculpture /'skalptfə/ noun 1 art of making 
3-dimensional forms by chiselling, carving, mod- 
elling, casting, etc. 2 work of sculpture. @ verb 


scrump | sea 


(ring) 1 represent in or adorn with sculpture. 2 
practise sculpture. o sculptural adjective. 

m noun 2 bas-relief, bust, carving, cast, relief, 
Statue, statuette; (sculptures) marbles. @ verb 1 
Carve, cast, chisel, fashion, form, hew, model, 
sculpt, shape. 


scum noun 4 layer of dirt etc. at surface of liquid. 
2 derogatory worst part, person, or group. @ verb 
(-mm-) 1 remove scum from. 2 form scum 
(on). scumbag slang contemptible person. 
o scummy adjective (-ier, -iest). 


| m noun 1 dirt, film, foam, froth, impurities, suds. 


scupper' /'skapa/ noun hole in ship's side 
draining water from deck. 

scupper’ /‘skapo/ verbslang 1 sink (ship, crew). 
2 defeat or ruin (plan etc.). 3 kill. 

ou noun dandruff. oscurfy adjective ¢-ier, 
-iest). 

scurrilous /'‘skarilas/ adjective grossly or 
obscenely abusive. ascurrility /ske'ril-/ noun 
(plural -ies). scurrilously adverb. scurrilous- 
ness noun. 

u abusive, calumnious, coarse, defamatory, 

derogatory, disparaging, foul, indecent, insulting, 

libellous, low, obscene, offensive, opprobrious, 

scabrous, shameful, slanderous, vile, vulgar. 


scurry /‘skari/ verb (-ies, -ied) run hurriedly, 
scamper. © noun (plural-ies) 1 scurrying sound 
or movement. 2 flurry of rain or snow. 

scurvy /'sks:v1/ noun disease resulting from 
deficiency of vitamin C. @ adjective (-ier, -iest) 
paltry, contemptible. o scurvily adverb. 

scut noun short tail, esp. of hare, rabbit, or deer. 

scutter /'skata/ verb & noun colloquial scurry. 

scuttle’ /‘skat(a)l/ noun 1 coal scuttle. 2 part of 
car body between windscreen and bonnet. 

scuttle? /‘skat(a)l/ verb (-ling) 1 scurry. 2 flee in 
undignified way. @ noun 1 hurried gait. 2 pre- 
cipitate flight. 

scuttle? /‘skat(e)I/ noun hole with lid in ship's 
deck or side. © verb (-ling) let water into (ship) to 
sink it. 

scythe /sa1d/ noun mowing and reaping imple- 
ment with long handle and curved blade. @ verb 
(-thing) cut with scythe. 

SDLP abbreviation (in N. Ireland) Social Demo- 
cratic and Labour Party. 

SDP abbreviation historical (in UK) Social Demo- 
cratic Party. 

SE abbreviation south-east(ern). 


sea noun 1 expanse of salt water covering most 
of earth. 2 area of this. 3 large inland lake. 4 
(motion or state of) waves of sea. 5 (+ of) vast 
quantity or expanse of. @ adjective 1 found in or 
near sea; of sea. 2 used at sea. 3 of shipping. oat 
sea 1 in ship on the sea. 2 confused, sea anchor 
bag to reduce drifting of ship. sea anemone 
polyp with petal-like tentacles. seabed ocean 
floor. seaboard coastline; coastal region. sea 
dog oldsailor. seafarer traveller by sea. seafood 
edible marine fish or shellfish. seafront part of 


seafaring | seat 


seaside town facing sea. seagoing designed for 
open sea. seagull = GULL'. sea horse small fish 
with head like horse’s. seakale plant with young 
shoots used as vegetable. sea legs ability to keep 
one’s balance at sea. sea level mean level of sea’s 
surface, used in reckoning heights of hills etc. 
and as barometric standard. sea lion large, eared 
seal. seaman 1 person whose work is at sea; 
sailor. 2 sailor below rank of officer. seaplane 
aircraft designed to take off from and land on 
water. seaport town with harbour. sea salt salt 
got by evaporating sea water. seascape picture 
or view of sea. seashell shell of salt-water 
mollusc. seashore land next to sea. seasick 
nauseous from motion of ship at sea. seasick- 
ness oun. seaside sea coast, esp. as holiday 
resort. sea urchin small marine animal with 
spiny shell. seaweed plant growing in sea. sea- 
worthy fit to put to sea. 

u noun 1, 2 slang briny, poetical deep, archaic 
main, ocean. © adjective 1 aquatic, marine, 
maritime, oceanic, salt-water. 2, 3 marine, 
maritime, nautical, naval, seafaring, seagoing. 

u seaside beach, coast, sands, seashore, shore. 


seafaring /'si:fe:rm/ adjective & noun travel- 
ling by sea, esp. regularly. 
seal’ noun 1 piece of stamped wax etc. attached 
to document or to receptacle, envelope, etc. to 
guarantee authenticity or security. 2 metal 
stamp etc. used in making seal. 3 substance or 
device used to close gap etc. 4 anything regarded 
as confirmation or guarantee. 5 decorative 
adhesive stamp. © verb 1 close securely or her- 
metically. 2 stamp, fasten, or fix with seal. 3 
certify as correct with seal etc. 4 (often + up) 
confine securely. 5 settle, decide. 6 (+ off) 
prevent access to or from. osealing wax 
mixture softened by heating and used for seals. 
m verb 1 close, fasten, lock, make airtight, make 
watertight, plug, secure, shut, stick down, stop up. 
3 affirm, authenticate, confirm, corroborate, 
endorse, guarantee, ratify, sign, validate, verify. 5 
clinch, conclude, decide, finalize, settle. 


seal? noun fish-eating amphibious marine 
mammal with flippers. © verb hunt seals. 


sealant noun material for sealing, esp. to make 
watertight. 


seam noun 1 line where two edges join, esp. of 
cloth or boards. 2 fissure between parallel edges. 
3 wrinkle. 4 stratum of coal etc. @ verb 1 join 
with seam. 2 (esp. as seamed adjective) mark or 
score with seam. o seamless adjective. 
m noun 1 join, stitching. 4 bed, layer, lode, stratum, 
vein. 


seamstress /'si:mstrıs/ noun woman who 
sews. 


seamy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 disreputable, 
sordid. 2 showing seams. 0 seaminess noun. 

m 1 disreputable, distasteful, nasty, repulsive, 

shameful, sordid, squalid, unattractive, 

unpleasant, unsavoury, unwholesome. 


seance /'seia s/ noun meeting at which spiritu- 
alist attempts to contact the dead. 
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sear /sia/ verb 1 scorch, cauterize. 2 cause 
anguish to. 3 brown (meat) quickly. 
search /ss:tJ/ verb 1 examine thoroughly to fing 
something. 2 (often + for) make investigation. 3 
(+ out) look for; seek out. 4 (as searching 
adjective) keenly questioning; thorough. © noun 
1 act ofsearching. 2 investigation. u searchlight 
4 outdoor lamp designed to throw strong beam 
of light in any direction. 2 light or beam from 
this. search party group of people conducting 
organized search. search warrant official 
authorization to enter and search building. 
o searcher noun. searchingly adverb. 
m verb 1 check, colloquial comb, examine, slang 
frisk, inspect, ransack, rifle through, rummage 
through, scour, scrutinize. 2 cast about, explore, 
ferret about, hunt, investigate, look, nose about, 
poke about, prospect, seek. 3 (search out) huntfor, 
look for, seek (out), track down. 4 (searching) see 
INQUISITIVE 2, THOROUGH 1. © noun 1 hunt, look, 
pursuit, quest. 2 check, enquiry, examination, 
inspection, investigation, probe, scrutiny. 


season /'si:z(9)n/ noun 1 each of climatic divi- 
sions of year. 2 proper or suitable time. 3 time 
when something is plentiful, active, etc. 4 (the 
season) (also high season) busiest period at 
resort etc. 5 colloquial season ticket. © verb 1 
flavour with salt, herbs, etc. 2 enhance with wit 
etc. 3 moderate. 4 (esp. as seasoned adjective) 
make or become suitable by exposure to weather 
or experience. o in season 1 (of food) available 
plentifully. 2 (of animal) on heat. season ticket 
ticket entitling holder to unlimited travel, 
access, etc. in given period. 

a noun 1-3 period, phase, time. © verb 1 flavour, 

colloquial pep up, salt, spice. 4 age, harden, 

mature, ripen. 


seasonable adjective 1 suitable to season. 2 
opportune. 
USAGE Scasonable is sometimes confused with 
seasonal. 
u 2 appropriate, apt, convenient, favourable, 
fitting, opportune, propitious, suitable, timely, well 
timed. 


seasonal adjective of, depending on, or varying 
with seasons. 


USAGE Seasonal is sometimes confused with 
seasonable. 


seasoning noun salt, herbs, etc. as flavouring 
for food. 


condiments, dressing, flavouring, herbs, relish, 
salt, sauce, spice, zest. 


seat noun 1 thing made or used for sitting on. 2 
buttocks. 3 part of garment covering them. 4 part 
of chair etc. on which buttocks rest. 5 place for 
one person in theatre etc. 6 position as MP, com; 
mittee member, etc., or right to occupy it. 7 
machine's supporting or guiding part. 8 location. 
9 country mansion. 10 posture on horse. © verb 
4 cause to sit. 2 provide sitting accommodation 
for. 3 (as seated adjective) sitting. 4 establish in 
position. o seat belt belt securing seated person 
in vehicle or aircraft. 
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mw noun 1 bench, chair, couch, form, pew, pillion, 
place, saddle, settee, settle, sofa, stall, stool, 
throne. 2 see BUTTOCK. 9 see RESIDENCE 2. © verb 1 
(seat oneself ) see sir 1. 


seating noun 1 seats collectively. 2 sitting 
accommodation. 

sebaceous /sr'berfəs/ adjective fatty; secreting 
oily matter. 

Sec. abbreviation (also sec.) secretary. 

sec' noun colloquial (in phrases) second, 
moment. 

sec? adjective (of wine) dry. 

sec. abbreviation second(s). 

secateurs /seko't3:z/ plural noun pruning clip- 


pers. 
l u clippers, cutters. 


secede /sr'si:d/ verb (-ding) withdraw formally 
from political or religious body. 

secession /sr'sef(ə)n/ noun seceding. 0 seces- 
sionist noun & adjective. 

seclude /sr'klu:d/ verb (-ding) 1 keep (person, 
place) apart from others. 2 (esp. as secluded 
adjective) screen from view. 

n 2 (secluded) cloistered, concealed, cut off, 

hidden, inaccessible, isolated, lonely, monastic, 

private, remote, screened, sequestered, sheltered, 

shut away, solitary, unfrequented, unvisited. 


seclusion /sr'klu:3(ə)n/ noun secluded state or 
place. 

a concealment, hiding, isolation, loneliness, 

privacy, remoteness, retirement, separation, 

shelter, solitariness. 


second! /'sekand/ adjective 1 next after first. 2 
additional. 3 subordinate; inferior. 4 comparable 
to. © noun 1 runner-up; person or thing coming 
second. 2 second gear. 3 (in plural) inferior 
goods. 4 (in plural) colloquial second helping or 
course. 5 assistant to boxer, duellist, etc. @ verb 
formally support (nomination, proposal, etc.). 
Osecond-best next after best. second class 
second-best group, category, postal service, or 
accommodation. second-class © adjective 1 of 
or belonging to second class. 2 inferior in quality, 
status, etc. © adverb by second class. second 
cousin child of parent’s first cousin. second 
fiddle subordinate position. second-guess collo- 
quial 1 anticipate by guesswork. 2 criticize with 
hindsight. second-hand 1 (of goods) having had 
previous owner. 2 (of information etc.) obtained 
indirectly, second in command officer next in 
rank to commanding or chief officer. second 
nature acquired tendency that has become 
instinctive. second-rate inferior. second sight 
clairvoyance. second string alternative course 
of action etc. second thoughts revised opinion. 
second to none surpassed by no other. second 
wind renewed capacity for effort after breath- 
lessness or tiredness. o seconder noun. 

a adjective 2 added, additional, alternative, 
duplicate, extra, following, further, later, matching, 
next, other, repeated, subsequent. © noun 5 
assistant, deputy, helper, right-hand man, 


seating | secretary 


right-hand woman, second in command, stand-in, 
subordinate, supporter, understudy, vice-. © verb 
back, give approval to, side with, support. 

0 second-hand 1 hand-me-down, old, used, 
worn. 2 indirect, secondary, vicarious. 
second-rate commonplace, indifferent, inferior, 
low-grade, mediocre, middling, ordinary, poor, 
second-best, second-class, undistinguished, 
unexciting, uninspiring. 


second? /'sekənd/ noun 1 SI unit of time (1/60 
of minute). 2 1/60 of minute of angle. 3 colloquial 
very short time. 

a 3 flash, instant, colloquial jiffy, moment, 

colloquial tick, twinkling. 


second? /srkond/ verb transfer (person) tem- 
porarily to another department etc. 0 second- 
ment noun. 


u move, reassign, relocate, shift, transfer. 


secondary /'sekəndərı/ adjective 1 coming 
after or next below what is primary. 2 derived 
from what is primary. 3 supplementing what is 
primary. 4 (of education etc.) following primary. 
@ noun (plural-ies) secondary thing. 0 second- 
ary colour result of mixing two primary colours. 
n adjective 1 inessential, inferior, lesser, lower, 
minor, non-essential, second, second-rate, 
subordinate, unimportant. 2 derivative, 
second-hand, unoriginal. 3 ancillary, auxiliary, 
backup, extra, reinforcing, reserve, spare, 
subsidiary, supplementary, supporting, 
supportive. 


secondly adverb 1 furthermore. 2 as a second 
item. 


secrecy /'si:kresi/ noun 1 being secret. 2 
keeping of secrets. 


secret /'si:krit/ adjective 1 not (to be) made 
known or seen. 2 working etc. secretly. 3 liking 
secrecy. @ noun 1 thing (to be) kept secret. 2 
mystery. 3 effective but not widely known 
method. o in secret secretly. secret agent spy. 
secret police police operating secretly for polit- 
ical ends. secret service government depart- 
ment concerned with espionage. O secretly 
adverb. 
n adjective 1 arcane, clandestine, classified, 
concealed, confidential, covert, cryptic, 
disguised, encoded, esoteric, hidden, hushed up, 
colloquial hush-hush, inaccessible, 
incomprehensible, intimate, mysterious, occult, 
personal, private, recondite, secluded, sensitive, 
shrouded, top-secret, undisclosed, unknown, 
unpublished. 2 clandestine, covert, stealthy, 
surreptitious, undercover, underground. 3 see 
SECRETIVE. 


secretariat /sekrrteariet/ noun 1 administra- 
tive office or department. 2 its members or 
premises. 
secretary /'sekritari/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
employee who deals with correspondence, 
records, making appointments, etc. 2 official of 
society etc. who writes letters, organizes busi- 
ness, etc. 3 principal assistant of government 


secrete | sedentary 


minister, ambassador, etc. o secretary bird 
long-legged crested African bird. Secretary- 
General principal administrative officer of or- 
ganization. Secretary of State head of major 
government department, (in US) foreign minis- 
ter. o secretarial /-'teər1əl/ adjective. 


u 1 amanuensis, clerk, personal assistant, scribe, 
| shorthand typist, esp. US stenographer, typist. 
secrete /srkri:t/ verb (-ting) 1 (of cell, organ, 
etc.) produce and discharge (substance). 2 
conceal. o secretory adjective. 
u 1 discharge, emit, excrete, exude, give off, leak, 
ooze, produce, release. 2 cloak, conceal, cover up, 
disguise, enshroud, hide, mask, put away, put into 
hiding. 


secretion /srkri:[()n/ noun 1 process or act of 
secreting. 2 secreted substance. 


u 1 discharge, emission, escape, excretion, 
leakage, release. 2 discharge, emission. 


secretive /'‘si:kretiv/ adjective inclined to make 
or keep secrets; uncommunicative. O secret- 
ively adverb. secretiveness noun. 
enigmatic, furtive, mysterious, quiet, reserved, 
reticent, secret, colloquial shifty, silent, taciturn, 
tight-lipped, uncommunicative, unforthcoming, 
withdrawn. 


sect noun 1 group sharing (usually unorthodox) 
religious etc. doctrines. 2 religious denomin- 
ation. 


n cult, denomination, faction, group, order, party, 
persuasion. 


sectarian /sek'teer1en/ adjective 1 of sect(s). 2 
bigoted in following one’s sect. © moun member 
ofa sect. o sectarianism noun. 

n adjective 1 clannish, cliquish, denominational, 

factional, partisan. 2 bigoted, dogmatic, 

exclusive, fanatical, inflexible, narrow, 

narrow-minded, partial, partisan, prejudiced, 

rigid. 


section /'sekf(ə)n/ noun 1 each of parts into 
which something is divisible or divided. 2 part 
cut off. 3 subdivision. 4 US area of land. 5 US 
district of town. 6 surgical separation or cutting. 
7 cutting of solid by plane. 8 resulting figure or 
area of this. 9 thin slice cut off for microscopic 
examination. © verb 1 arrange in or divide into 
sections. 2 compulsorily commit to psychiatric 
hospital. 
m noun 1, 3 bit, branch, chapter, compartment, 
component, department, division, element, 
fraction, group, instalment, leg (of journey), part, 
passage, piece, portion, sector, segment, slice, 
stage, subdivision, subsection. 2 fragment, part, 
piece, portion, sample, slice. 5 district, quarter, 
zone. 


sectional adjective 1 of a social group. 2 par- 
tisan. 3 made in sections. 4 local rather than 
general. o sectionally adverb. 


sector /'sekta/ noun 1 branch of an enterprise, 
the economy, etc. 2 Military portion of battle 
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area. 3 plane figure enclosed between two radii 
of circle etc. 


m 1 see SECTION noun 1,3. 2 area, district, division, 
part, quarter, region, zone. 


secular /‘sekjula/ adjective 1 notconcerned with 
religion; not sacred. 2 (of clerics) not monastic. 
o secularism noun. secularization noun. secu- 
larize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing). 

a 1 civil, earthly, lay, material, mundane, 

non-religious, temporal, terrestrial, worldly. 


secure /srkjua/ adjective 1 untroubled by 
danger or fear. 2 safe. 3 fastened or fixed so as 
not to give way. 4 reliable, stable. © verb (-ring) 
4 make secure or safe. 2 fasten or close securely. 
3 obtain. o securely adverb. 
u adjective 1 certain, confident, cosy, immune, 
protected, safe, snug, sure, unquestioning, 
untroubled. 2 defended, guarded, impregnable, 
invulnerable, protected, safe, sheltered, shielded. 
3 bolted, burglar-proof, closed, fast, fastened, firm, 
fixed, foolproof, immovable, locked, shut, solid, 
tight, unyielding. 4 certain, firm, reliable, solid, 
sound, stable, steady, strong, sure. © verb 1 
defend, guard, make safe, preserve, protect, 
shelter, shield. 2 anchor, attach, bolt, close, 
fasten, fix, lock, make fast, screw down, tie down. 
3 acquire, come by, gain, get, obtain, procure, win. 


security noun (plural -ies) 1 secure condition 
or feeling. 2 thing that guards or guarantees. 3 
safety against espionage, theft, etc. 4 organiza- 
tion for ensuring this. 5 thing deposited as guar- 
antee for undertaking or loan. 6 (often in plural) 
documentas evidence of loan, certificate of stock, 
bonds, etc. 0 security guard person employed to 
protect security of buildings etc. security risk 
person or thing threatening security. 


sedan /sr'dæn/ noun 1 (in full sedan chair) his- 
torical enclosed chair for one person, usually 
carried on poles by two. 2 US saloon car. 


sedate /srdert/ adjective tranquil; serious. 
overb (-ting) put under sedation. o sedately 
adverb, sedateness noun. 
n adjective calm, collected, composed, 
controlled, conventional, cool, decorous, 
deliberate, dignified, equable, even-tempered, 
formal, grave, imperturbable, level-headed, 
peaceful, prim, proper, quiet, sensible, serene, 
serious, slow, sober, solemn, staid, strait-laced, 
tranquil, unruffled. © verb calm, tranquillize. 


sedation noun treatment with sedatives. 


sedative /‘sedatv/ noun calming drug or influ- 
ence. © adjective calming, soothing. 

m noun anodyne, barbiturate, depressant, 

narcotic, opiate, sleeping pill, soporific, 

tranquillizer. © adjective anodyne, calming, 

narcotic, relaxing, soothing, soporific, 

tranquillizing. 


sedentary /'sedəntərı/ adjective 1 sitting. 2 (of 
work etc.) done while sitting. 3 (of person) disin- 
clined to exercise. 


l u 1 seated, sitting. 3 immobile, inactive. 
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sedge noun grasslike waterside or marsh plant. 
o sedgy adjective. 

sediment /'sedimənt/ noun 1 dregs. 2 matter 
deposited on land by water or wind. o sediment- 
ary /-‘men-/ adjective. sedimentation noun. 


n 1 deposit, dregs, grounds, lees, precipitate, 
| remains, residue, sludge. 


sedition /sr'dif(e)n/ noun conduct or speech 
inciting to rebellion. o seditious adjective. 


n agitation, incitement, insurrection, mutiny, 
rabble-rousing, treachery, treason. 
seduce /si'dju:s/ verb (-cing) 1 entice into 
sexual activity or wrongdoing. 2 coax or lead 
astray. 0 seducer noun. 
n 1 corrupt, debauch, deflower, deprave, archaic 
dishonour, rape, archaic ravish, violate. 2 allure, 
beguile, charm, deceive, decoy, ensnare, entice, 
inveigle, lead astray, lure, mislead, tempt. 


seduction /si'dakJ(e)n/ noun 1 seducing, being 
seduced. 2 tempting or attractive thing. 


n 1 allurement, beguilement, enticement, 
temptation. 


seductive /sr'daktrv/ adjective alluring, en- 
ticing. o seductively adverb. seductiveness 
noun. 

u alluring, appealing, attractive, bewitching, 

captivating, charming, coquettish, enchanting, 

enticing, flirtatious, inviting, irresistible, 

persuasive, provocative, sexy, tantalizing, 

tempting. 


sedulous /'sedjules/ adjective persevering, dili- 
gent, painstaking. o sedulity /sr'dju:-/ noun. sed- 
ulously adverb. sedulousness noun. 


see’ verb (sees; past saw; past participle seen) 
1 perceive with the eyes. 2 have or use this 
power. 3 discern mentally; understand. 4 watch; 
witness (event etc.). 5 ascertain. 6 imagine, 
foresee. 7 look at. 8 meet. 9 meet regularly. 10 
visit; be visited by. 11 reflect; get clarification. 
12 (+ in) find attractive in. 13 escort, conduct. 14 
experience. 15 ensure. o see about 1 attend to. 
2 consider. see off 1 be present at departure of. 
2 colloquial get the better of. see over inspect; 
tour. see red colloquial become enraged. see 
through 1 not be deceived by. 2 support (person) 
during difficult time. 3 complete (project). 
see-through adjective translucent. see to 1 
attend to. 2 repair. see to it (+ that) ensure that. 
see you (also see you later) colloquial goodbye. 
m 1 literary behold, catch sight of, descry, discern, 
discover, distinguish, espy, glimpse, identify, look 
at, make out, mark, note, notice, observe, perceive, 
- | recognize, regard, sight, colloquial spot, spy, view, 
watch, witness. 3 appreciate, apprehend, 
comprehend, discern, fathom, follow, colloquial get 
the hang of, grasp, know, perceive, realize, take in, 
understand. 4 attend, be a spectator at, view, 
watch, witness. 6 disputed anticipate, conceive, 
envisage, foresee, foretell, imagine, picture, 
visualize. 8 encounter, meet, run into, talk to, visit. 
9 court, go out with, colloquial have a date with, 
meet, socialize with, visit, woo. 11 consider, 
decide, mull over, reflect on, think about, colloquial 


sedge | see-saw 


weigh up. 13 accompany, conduct, escort. 14 
endure, experience, go through, suffer, survive, 
undergo. O see to 1 see ORGANIZE 3. 


see’ noun 1 area under (arch)bishop’s authority. 
2(arch)bishop’s office or jurisdiction. 

seed noun 1 part of plant capable of developing 
into another such plant. 2 seeds collectively, esp. 
for sowing. 3 semen. 4 prime cause, beginning. 5 
offspring. 6 Tennis etc. seeded player. @ verb 1 
place seed(s) in. 2 sprinkle (as) with seed. 3 sow 
seeds. 4 produce or drop seed. 5 remove seeds 
from (fruit etc.). 6 place crystal etc. in (cloud) to 
produce rain. 7 Tennis etc. designate (competitor 
in knockout tournament) so that strong compet- 
itors do not meet each other until later rounds. 8 
Tennis etc. arrange (order of play) thus. 0 go, run 
to seed 1 cease flowering as seed develops. 2 
become degenerate, unkempt, etc. seedbed 1 bed 
prepared for sowing. 2 place of development. 
seedpearl very small pearl. seed potato potato 
kept for planting. seedsman dealer in seeds. 


a noun 1 ovule, pip, spore, stone. 3 semen, sperm. - 
@ verb1,3 see sow' 1. 


seedling noun young plant raised from seed. 
seedy adjective (-ier, -lest) 1 shabby. 2 colloquial 
unwell. 3 full of seed. 
seeing conjunction (usually + that) considering 
that, inasmuch as, because. 
seek verb (past & past participle sought /so:t/) 1 
(often + for, after) search, inquire. 2 try or want 
to obtain or reach. 3 request. 4 endeavour. 
a seek out search for and find. o seeker noun. 
m 1 (seek foror after) go after, hunt for, inquire after, 
look for, pursue, quest after, search for. 2 aim at, 
apply for, aspire to, desire, go after, hope for, 
pursue, quest after, strive after, try for, want, wish 
for. 3 ask for, beg for, demand, request, solicit. 4 
aim, aspire, attempt, endeavour, strive, try. 


seem verb (often + todo) appear; give the impres- 
sion. 


m appear, feel, give an impression of being, have 
an appearance of being, look, pretend to be, 
sound. 


seeming adjective apparent but doubtful. 
oO seemingly adverb. 

seemly /'si:mli/ adjective (-ier, -iest) in good 
taste; decorous. o seemliness noun. 

seen past participle of SEE'. 

seep verb ooze, percolate. 


u dribble, drip, exude, flow, leak, ooze, percolate, 
| run, soak, trickle. 


seepage noun 1 act of seeping. 2 quantity that 
seeps. - 
seer /sia/ noun 1 person who sees. 2 prophet, 
visionary. 
u 2 clairvoyant, fortune-teller, oracle, prophet, 
| prophetess, psychic, sibyl, soothsayer. 
seersucker /‘siasaka/ noun thin cotton etc. 


fabric with puckered surface. 
see-saw /'si:so:/ noun 1 long board supported 


seethe | self- 


in middle so that children etc. sitting on ends 
move alternately up and down. 2 this game. 3 
up-and-down or to-and-fro motion, contest, etc. 
© verb 1 play or move (as) on see-saw. 2 vacillate. 
e@adjective & adverb with up-and-down or 
to-and-fro motion. 


seethe /si:ð/ verb (-thing) 1 boil, bubble. 2 be 
very angry, resentful, etc. 


m 1 boil, bubble, foam, froth, simmer, stew. 2 be 
angry, rage, simmer. 


see you interjection colloquial (also as see you 
later) goodbye. 


segmentzioun /‘segmant/ 1 part cut offor separ- 
able from other parts. 2 part of circle or sphere 
cut off by intersecting line or plane. © verb 
/seg'ment/ divide into segments. 0 segmental 
/-ment-/ adjective. segmentation noun. 

m noun 1 bit, division, element, fraction, fragment, 

part, piece, portion, section, slice, subdivision, 

subsection, wedge. 


segregate /‘segrigett/ verb (-ting) 1 put apart; 
isolate. 2 separate (esp. ethnic group) from the 
rest of the community. osegregation moun. 
segregationist noun & adjective. 

m compartmentalize, cut off, exclude, isolate, 

keep apart, put apart, separate, sequester, set 

apart, shut out. o segregation apartheid, 

discrimination, isolation, quarantine, seclusion, 

separation. 


seigneur /sem'j3:/ noun feudal lord. o sei- 
gneurial adjective. 


seine /sem/ noun large vertical fishing net. 
© verb (-ning) fish with seine. . 


seismic /'saızmık/ adjective of earthquake(s). 


seismograph /'sazməgra:f/ noun instrument 
for recording earthquake details. o seismo- 
graphic /-'græf-/ adjective. 


seismology /saiz'mvlad31/ noun the study of 
earthquakes. o seismological /-ma'lnd3-/ adjec- 
tive. seismologist noun. 


seize /si:z/ verb (-zing) 1 take hold of, esp. for- 
cibly or suddenly. 2 arrest (person); take 
prisoner. 3 (often + on, upon) take possession of, 
esp. forcibly or by legal power. 4 take advantage 
of. 5 comprehend quickly or clearly. 6 affect sud- 
denly. 7 (also seise) (usually + of) Law put in 
possession of. aseize up 1 (of mechanism) 
pecome jammed. 2 (of part of body etc.) become 
stiff. 
m 1 catch, clutch, grab, grasp, grip, slang nab, 
pluck, snatch, take. 2 abduct, apprehend, arrest, 
capture, catch, colloquial collar, detain, slang nab, 
take into custody, take prisoner. 3 (seize property) 
appropriate, commandeer, confiscate, hijack, 
impound, repossess, steal, take away; (seize a 
country) annex, capture, invade, occupy, take over. 
O seize up 1 see STICK? 5. 


seizure /'si:33/ noun 1 seizing, being seized. 2 
sudden attack of epilepsy, apoplexy, etc. 
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m 1 abduction, annexation, appropriation, arrest, 
capture, confiscation, hijacking, invasion, 
sequestration, theft, usurpation. 2 attack, 
convulsion, epileptic fit, fit, paroxysm, spasm, 
stroke. 


seldom /'seldəm/ adverb rarely, not often. 


l a infrequently, occasionally, rarely. 


select /srlekt/ verb choose, esp. with care. 
@ adjective 1 chosen for excellence or suitability. 
2 exclusive. 0 select committee parliamentary 
committee conducting special inquiry. a selec- 
tor noun. 
m verb appoint, cast (actor for role), choose, 
decide on, elect, nominate, opt for, pick, settle on, 
single out, vote for. @ adjective 1 best, choice, 
chosen, excellent, exceptional, favoured, finest, 
first-class, first-rate, hand-picked, preferred, 
prime, selected, special, top-quality. 2 closed, 
elite, exclusive, privileged, restricted. 


selection /srlekJ(a)n/ noun 1 selecting, being 
selected. 2 person or thing selected. 3 things from 
which choice may be made. 4 = NATURAL SELEC- 
TION. 

.| m 1 choice, election. 2 choice, option, pick, 

preference. 3 assortment, range, variety. 


selective adjective 1 of or using selection. 2 
able to select. 3 selecting what is convenient. 
o selectively adverb. selectivity /-'tiv-/ noun. 


a 3 careful, colloquial choosy, discerning, 
discriminating, particular. 


selenium /sr'li:ntam/ noun non-metallic elem- 
ent in some sulphide ores. 


self noun (plural selves/selvz/) 1 individuality, 
essence. 2 object of introspection or reflexive 
action. 3 one’s own interests or pleasure. 4 con- 
centration on these. 


self- combining form: expressing reflexive ac- 
tion, automatic or independent action, or same- 
ness. o self-addressed addressed to oneself. 
self-adhesive (of envelope etc.) adhesive, esp. 
without wetting. self-aggrandizement enrich- 
ing oneself; making oneself powerful. self- 
assertive confident or assertive in promoting 
oneself, one’s claims, etc. self-assertion noun. 
self-assured self-confident. self-catering pro- 
viding cooking facilities but no food. self- 
centred preoccupied with oneself. self-centred- 
ness noun. self-confessed openly admitting 
oneself to be. self-confident having confid- 
ence in oneself. self-confidence noun. self- 
conscious nervous, shy, embarrassed. self- 
consciously adverb. self-contained 1 uncom: 
municative. 2 complete in itself. self-control 
control of oneself, one’s behaviour, etc. self- 
critical critical of oneself, one’s abilities, etc. 
self-defence defence of oneself, one’s reputa- 
tion, etc. self-denial abstinence, esp. as dis- 
cipline. self-deprecating belittling oneself. 
self-destruct (of device etc.) explode or disinte- 
grate automatically, esp. when pre-set to do so. 
self-determination 1 nation’s right to determine 
own government etc. 2 free will. self-effacing 
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retiring; modest. self-employed working as 
freelance or for one’s own business etc. 
self-employment noun. self-esteem good 
opinion of oneself. self-evident needing no proof 
or explanation. self-explanatory not needing 
explanation. self-financing not needing subsidy. 
self-fulfilling (of prophecy etc.) assured fulfil- 
ment by its utterance. self-governing govern- 
ing itself or oneself. self-government moun. 
self-help use ofone’s own abilities etc. toachieve 
success etc. self-image one’s conception of 
oneself. self-important conceited, pompous. 
self-importance oun. self-indulgent 1 indul- 
ging one’s own pleasures, feelings, etc. 2 (of work 
of art etc.) lacking control. self-indulgence 
noun. self-interest one’s personal interest or 
advantage. self-interested adjective. self-made 
successful or rich by one’s own efforts. 
self-opinionated obstinate in one’s opinion. 
self-pity pity for oneself. self-portrait portrait 
of oneself by oneself. self-possessed unper- 
turbed; cool. self-possession noun. self-preser- 
vation 1 keeping oneself safe. 2 instinct for 
this. self-raising (of flour) containing a rais- 
ing agent. self-reliance reliance on one’s own 
abilities etc. self-reliant adjective. self-respect 
respect for oneself. self-restraint self-control. 
self-righteous smugly sure of one’s right- 
eousness. self-righteously adverb. self-right- 
eousness noun. self-rule self-government. 
self-sacrifice selflessness, self-denial. self- 
satisfied complacent. self-satisfaction noun. 
self-seeking selfish. self-service with custom- 
ers helping themselves and paying cashier 
afterwards. self-starter 1 electric device for 
starting engine. 2 ambitious person with initi- 
ative. self-styled called so by oneself. self- 
sufficient capable of supplying one’s own needs. 
self-sufficiency noun. self-willed obstinately 
pursuing one’s own wishes. self-worth self- 
esteem. 
a o self-confident assertive, assured, bold, 
collected, cool, fearless, independent, outgoing, 
poised, positive, self-assured, self-possessed, 
self-reliant, sure of oneself. self-conscious 
awkward, bashful, blushing, coy, diffident, 
embarrassed, ill at ease, insecure, nervous, 
reserved, self-effacing, sheepish, shy, timid, 
uncomfortable. self-contained 1 aloof, cold, 
reserved, self-reliant, uncommunicative, 
undemonstrative, unemotional. 2 complete, 
independent, separate. self-control calmness, 
composure, coolness, patience, resolve, restraint, 
self-command, self-denial, self-discipline, 
self-possession, self-restraint, will-power. 
self-denial abstemiousness, abstinence, 
moderation, self-abnegation, self-sacrifice, 
temperance, unselfishness. self-employed 
freelance, independent. self-esteem assurance, 
confidence, pride, self-confidence, self-respect. 
self-explanatory apparent, axiomatic, blatant, 
clear, manifest, obvious, patent, plain, 
recognizable, self-evident, understandable, 
unmistakable, visible. self-governing 
autonomous, free, independent, sovereign. 
self-important arrogant, bombastic, conceited, 
grandiloquent, haughty, magisterial, ostentatious, 
pompous, pontifical, pretentious, self-centred, 


selfhood | seller 


sententious, smug, colloquial snooty, colloquial 
stuck-up, supercilious, vainglorious. 
self-indulgence extravagance, gluttony, greed, 
hedonism, pleasure, profligacy, self-gratification, 
selfishness. self-indulgent 1 dissipated, 
epicurean, extravagant, gluttonous, gormandizing, 
greedy, hedonistic, immoderate, intemperate, 
pleasure-loving, profligate, selfish, sybaritic. 
self-reliant autonomous, independent, 
self-contained, self-sufficient, self-supporting. 
self-respect dignity, honour, integrity, morale, 
pride, self-confidence, self-esteem. 
self-righteous complacent, colloquial 
goody-goody, colloquial holier-than-thou, 
mealy-mouthed, pietistic, pious, pompous, 
priggish, proud, sanctimonious, self-important, 
self-satisfied, smug, superior, vain. 
self-sufficient autonomous, independent, 
self-reliant, self-supporting. self-willed 
determined, dogged, forceful, headstrong, 
inflexible, intractable, intransigent, mulish, 
obstinate, pig-headed, single-minded, 
stiff-necked, stubborn, uncontrollable, 
uncooperative, wilful. 


selfhood /'selfhud/ noun personal individual- 
ity. 
selfish adjective 1 concerned chiefly with one’s 
own interests or pleasure. 2 actuated by or 
appealing to self-interest. o selfishness noun. 
m acquisitive, avaricious, covetous, demanding, 
egocentric, egotistic(al), grasping, greedy, 
inconsiderate, mean, mercenary, miserly, 
self-absorbed, self-centred, self-indulgent, 
self-interested, self-seeking, self-serving, stingy, 
thoughtless, uncaring, ungenerous, unhelpful, 
unsympathetic, worldly. o selfishness 
acquisitiveness, avarice, covetousness, egotism, 
greed, meanness, miserliness, niggardliness, 
possessiveness, self-indulgence, self-interest, 
self-love, self-regard, stinginess, 
thoughtlessness. 


selfless adjective unselfish. 


selfsame /'selfsem/ adjective (the selfsame) 
the very same; the identical. 


sell verb (past & past participle sold /sauld/) 1 
exchange or be exchanged for money. 2 stock for 
sale; be dealer in. 3 (+ at, for) have specified price. 
4 betray or prostitute for money etc. 5 advertise; 
publicize. 6 cause to be sold. 7 colloquial make 
(person) enthusiastic about (idea etc.). @ noun 
colloquial 1 manner of selling. 2 deception, disap- 
pointment. o sell-by date latest recommended 
date of sale. sell off sell at reduced prices. sell 
out 1 sell (all one’s stock or shares etc.). 2 betray; 
be treacherous. sell-out noun 1 commercial 
success. 2 betrayal. sell short disparage, under- 
estimate. sell up sell one’s business, house, etc. 

n verb 1 auction, barter, exchange, sell off, trade, 
trade in (traded in my car), vend. 2 carry, dealin, 
handle, hawk, offer for sale, peddle, retail, stock, 
trade in, traffic in, vend. 5 advertise, market, 
merchandise, package, promote, publicize, push, 
tout. 


seller noun 1 person who sells. 2 thing that sells 


Sellotape | Semtex 


well or badly as specified. o seller’s market time 
when goods are scarce and expensive. 

| m 1 agent, broker, dealer, hawker, esp. US & 
Scottish merchant, pedlar, colloquial rep, 
representative, retailer, salesman, salesperson, 
saleswoman, shop assistant, shopkeeper, 
stockist, storekeeper, supplier, trader, tradesman, 
traveller, vendor, wholesaler. 


Sellotape /'seloterp/ noun proprietary term 
adhesive usually transparent cellulose tape. 
© verb (sellotape) (-ping) fix with Sellotape. 


selvage /'selvids/ noun (also selvedge) edge of 
cloth woven to prevent fraying. 

selves plural of SELF. 

semantic /si'mznttk/ adjective of meaning in 
language. 

semantics plural noun (usually treated as 
singular) branch of linguistics concerned with 
meaning. 

semaphore /‘semafo:/ noun 1 system of signal- 
ling with arms or two flags. 2 railway signalling 
apparatus with arm(s). © verb (-ring) signal or 
send by semaphore. 

semblance /'semblens/ noun (+ of) appear- 
ance, show of. 

semen /'si:man/ noun reproductive fluid of 
males. 

semester /si'mesta/ noun half-year term in uni- 
versities. 

semi /'semı/ noun colloquial (plural -s) 
semi-detached house. 

semi- prefix 1 half. 2 partly. 

semibreve /‘semibri:v/ noun Music note equal 
to 4 crotchets. 

semicircle /'semıs3:k(ə)l/ moun half of circle or 
its circumference. o semicircular /-'s3:kjulo/ 
adjective. 

semicolon /semr'kevlen/ noun punctuation 
mark (;) of intermediate value between comma 
and full stop (see panel). 

semiconductor /semiken'dakta/ noun sub- 
stance that is a poor electrical conductor when 
either pure or cold and a good conductor when 
either impure or hot. 


semi-detached /semidrtetSt/ adjective (of 
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house) joined to another on one side only. © noun . 
such house. 


semifinal /sem1'fam(e)l/ noun match or round 
preceding final. o semifinalist noun. 


seminal /'semm(ə)l/ adjective 1 of seed, semen, 
or reproduction. 2 germinal. 3 (of idea etc.) pro- 
viding basis for future development. 

a 2 basic, formative, germinal, primary. 3 basic, 

constructive, creative, fertile, formative, 

imaginative, important, influential, innovative, 

new, original, productive. 


seminar /‘semma:/ noun 1 small class for dis- 
cussion etc. 2 short intensive course of study. 3 
specialists’ conference. 

seminary /'semmərı/ noun (plural -ies) train- 
ing college for priests etc. o seminarist noun. 

semipermeable /sem1'p3:mieb(e)l/ adjective 
(of membrane etc.) allowing small molecules to 
pass through. 

semiprecious /semr'preJeas/ adjective (of gem) 
less valuable than a precious stone. 

semi-professional /semıprə'fefən(ə)l/ ad- 
jective 1 (of footballer, musician, etc.) paid for 
activity but not relying on it for living. 2 of 
semi-professionals. ©noun semi-professional 
person. 

semiquaver /'semikwerva/ noun Music note 
equal to halfa quaver. 

semi-skimmed /semr'skimd/ adjective (of 
milk) with some of cream skimmed off. 

Semite /‘si:mait/ noun member of peoples 
supposedly descended from Shem, including 
Jews and Arabs. 

Semitic /si'mrtik/ adjective 1 of Semites, esp. 
Jews. 2 of languages of family including Hebrew 
and Arabic. 


semitone /'‘semitaun/ noun half a tone in 
musical scale. 

semivowel /‘semivaval/ noun 1 sound inter- 
mediate between vowel and consonant. 2 letter 
representing this. 

semolina /semə'li:nə/ noun 1 hard round 
grains of wheat used for puddings etc. 2 pudding 
of this. 

Semtex /'semteks/ noun proprietary term 
odourless plastic explosive. 


Semicolon ; 
This is used: 


1 between clauses that are too short or too closely related to be made into separate sentences; 
such clauses are not usually connected by a conjunction, e.g. 


To err is human; to forgive, divine. 


You could wait for him here; on the other hand I could wait in your place; this would save you 


valuable time. 


2 between items in a list which themselves contain commas, if it is necessary to avoid confusion, 


eg. 


The party consisted of three teachers, who had already climbed with the leader; seven pupils, 


and two parenis. 


eal 


SEN adbdreviation State Enrolled Nurse. 

Sen. abbreviation 1 Senior, 2 Senator. 

senate semti noun 1 upper house of legisiatur 
insome countries. 2 governing body ofsome uni- 
versities or (US) colleges. 3 ancient Roman state 
council. 

senator ‘senate’ noun member of senate. 
o senatorial /-'to:-/ adjective. 

send verb (past & past participle sent) 1 order 
or cause to go or be conveyed. 2 cause to become. 
3 send message etc. 4 grant, bestow, inflict: cause 
to be. 5 (+ forth, off, out, etc.) emit; give off: give 
out. o send away dismiss. send away for order 
(goods) by post. send down 1 rusticate or expel 
from university. 2 send to prison. send for 1 
summon. 2 order by post. send off 1 dispatch. 2 
attend departure of. send-off noun party etc. at 
departure of person. send off for send away for. 
send on transmit further or in advance of 
oneself. send up colloquial ridicule (by 
mimicking). send-up noun colloquial parody. 
satire. o sender noun. 
| m 1 address, consign, convey, deliver, direct, 
| dispatch, fax, forward, mail, post, remit, ship, 
| transmit; (send a missile) fire, launch, project, 
| propel, release, shoot. 5 (send out) see EXIT. 
| 0 send away see Dismiss 1. send down 2 see 
| IMPRISON 1. send for 1 see SUMMON 1,2. send-off 
| See GOODBYE. send up see PARODY verb. 


z] 
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senescent /si'nes(e)nt/ adjective growing old. 
o senescence noun. 

seneschal /‘senJ(a)l/ noun steward of medi- 
eval great house. 

senile /'si:na1l/ adjective 1 of old age. 2 mentally 
or physically infirm because of old age. u senile 
dementia illness of old people with loss of 
memory etc. o senility /srnil-/ moun. 


n 2 declining, doddery, in one’s dotage, colloquial 
Pastit. 


senior /'si:nta/ adjective 1 higher in age or 
standing. 2 (placed after person’s name) senior 
torelative of same name. © noun 41 senior person. 
2one’selder orsuperior. o senior citizen old-age 
pensioner. o seniority /-‘pr-/ noun. 

n adjective 4 chief, elder, higher, high-ranking, 

major, older, principal, superior, well established. 


senna /'sena/ noun 1 cassia. 2 laxative from 
leaves and pods of this. 
señor /sen‘jo:/ noun (plural señores /-rez/) title 
used of or to Spanish-speaking man. 
señora /sen'ja:ra/ noun: title used of or to 
Spanish-speaking esp. married woman. 
señorita /senja'ri:ta/ noun: title used of or to 
young Spanish-speaking esp. unmarried woman. 
sensation /sen'se1J(a)n/ noun 1 feeling in one’s 
body. 2awareness, impression. 3 intense feeling, 
esp. in community. 4 cause of this. 5 sense of 
touch. 
| m 1, 2awareness, feeling, perception, sense. 3 
| commotion, excitement, furore, outrage, scandal, 
{ stir, thrill. 


SEN | sensible 


sensational cdjeczize 1 causing or intended to 
cause public excitement ete. 2 colloquial wonder- 
ful. csensationalism moun. sensationalist 

noum & adjective. sensationalize werd (alsa -ise) 

(-zing or-sing). 

| u 1 amazing, astonishing, astounding, 
breathtaking, electrifying, exciting, hair-raising, 
lurid, melodramatic, shocking, spine-tingling, 
Startling, stimulating, stirring, surprising, thrilling, 
unbelievable, unexpected. 2 extraordinary, 
colloquial fabulous, colloquia! fantastic, colloquial 
great, marvellous, remarkable, spectacular, 
superb, wonderful. 


sense noun 1 any of bodily faculties transmit- 
ting sensation. 2 sensitiveness of any of these. 3 
ability to perceive. 4 (+ af) consciousness of. 5 
(<7 appreciation. instinct. 6 practical wisdom. 
7 meaning of word etc. 8 intelligibility, coher- 
ence. 9 prevailing opinion. 10 (in plural) sanity: 
ability to think. everd (-sing) 1 perceive by 
senses). 2 be vaguely aware of. 3 (of machine 
ete.) detect. o make sense be intelligible or prac- 
ticable. make sense of show or find meaning of. 
sense of humour see HUMOUR 3. 
a noun 1,2 faculty, feeling, sensation. 4, 5 
appreciation, awareness, consciousness, 
instinct, intuition, perception, understanding. 6 
; brains, cleverness, colloquial gumption, intellect, 
intelligence, judgement, logic, colloquial nous, 
reason, reasoning, understanding, wisdom, wit. 7, 
| 8 coherence, connotation, denotation, drift, gist, 
; import, intelligibility, interpretation, meaning, 
| message, point, purport, significance, 
| signification, substance. @ verb 1, 2 be aware of, 
| detect, discern, divine, feel, guess, have a hunch, 
| intuit, notice, perceive, colloquial pick up vibes, 
| realize, suspect, understand. 3 see DETECT 2. 
| n make sense of see UNDERSTAND 1. 


ee ee 
senseless adjective 1 pointless, foolish. 2 
unconscious. osenselessly adverb. sense- 
lessness moun. 

| m 1 absurd, crazy, fatuous, meaningless, 

| pointless, purposeless, silly, stupid. 2 

| anaesthetized, comatose, insensate, insensible, 

| knocked out, stunned, unconscious. 


Nessa eee cha ee et E 

sensibility noun (plural-les) 1 capacity to feel. 
2 (exceptional) sensitiveness. 3 (in plural) ten- 
dency to feel offended etc. 

USAGE Sensibility should not be used in stand- 
ard English to mean “possession of good sense’. 
sensible /‘senstb(a)l/ adjective 1 having or 
showing good sense. 2 perceptible by senses. 3 
(of clothing etc.) practical. 4 (+ of) aware of. 

o sensibly adverb. 

| m 1 calm, cool, discreet, discriminating, intelligent, 
| judicious, level-headed, logical, prudent, rational, 

| realistic, reasonable, reasoned, sage, sane, 

| sound, thoughtful, wise. 2 corporeal, existent, 

| material, palpable, perceptible, physical, real, 

Í tangible, visible. 3 comfortable, functional, 

| no-nonsense, practical, useful. 4 (sensible of) 

| acquainted with, alert to, alive to, appreciative of, 

| aware of, formal cognizantof, intouch with, mindful 
| of, responsive to, colloquial wise to. 


sensitive | separate 


sensitive /'sensitrv/ adjective 1 (often + to) 
acutely affected by external impressions; having 
sensibility. 2 easily offended or hurt. 3 consider- 
ate of others’ feelings. 4 (often + to) responsive to 
orrecording slight changes of condition. 5 Photo- 
graphy responding (esp. rapidly) to light. 6 (of 
topic etc.) requiring tact or secrecy. O sensi- 
tively noun. sensitiveness mou. sensitivity 
/-trv-/ noun (plural -ies). 
| m 1 impressionable, perceptive, receptive, 
responsive, susceptible; (sensitive to) affected by, 
attuned to, aware of. 2 delicate, emotional, fragile, 
hypersensitive, susceptible, temperamental, 
tender, thin-skinned, touchy, volatile, vulnerable. 3 
considerate, perceptive, receptive, responsive, 
sympathetic, tactful, thoughtful, understanding. 4 
(sensitive to) affected by, attuned to, responsive 
to, susceptible to. 6 controversial, delicate, touchy, 


tricky. 

sensitize /‘sensttaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) make sensitive. o sensitization noun. 

sensor /'sensa/ noun device to detect or measure 
a physical property. 

sensory j'sensərı/ adjective of sensation or 
senses. 

sensual /‘sensjual/ adjective 1 of physical, esp. 
sexual, pleasure. 2 enjoying, giving, or showing 
this. o sensuality /-'æ]-/ noun. sensually adverb. 
USAGE Sensual is sometimes confused with sen- 
suous. 

n animal, bodily, carnal, fleshly, physical, 

pleasure-loving, self-indulgent, sexual, sexy, 

voluptuous, worldly. 


sensuous /'sensjuas/ adjective of or affecting 
senses, esp. aesthetically. o sensuously adverb. 
sensuousness noun. 


USAGE Sensuous is sometimes confused with 
sensual, 


| n beautiful, emotional, gratifying, luxurious, rich. 


sent past & past participle of SEND. 


sentence /'sent(e)ns/ noun 1 grammatically 
complete series of words with (implied) subject 
and predicate (see panel). 2 punishment allotted 
to person convicted in criminal trial. 3 declara- 
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tion of this. © verb (-cing) 1 declare sentence of, 
2 condemn. 

a noun 2, 3 decision, judgement, pronouncement, 
punishment, ruling. © verb condemn, pass 
judgement on. 


sententious /sen'tenJas/ adjective 1 pom- 
pously moralizing. 2 affectedly formal. 3 using 
maxims. u sententiousness noun. 


sentient /‘senS(a)nt/ adjective capable of per- 
ception and feeling. Osentience noun. sen- 
tiently adverb. 


sentiment /‘sentimant/ noun 1 mental feeling. 
2 (often in plural) opinion. 3 emotional or irra- 
tional view(s). 4 tendency to be swayed by 
feeling. 5 mawkish tenderness. 

m 1 emotion, feeling, sensibility. 2 attitude, belief, 

idea, judgement, opinion, outlook, thought, view. 


sentimental /sentr'ment(2)l/ adjective 1 of or 
showing sentiment. 2 showing or affected by 
emotion rather than reason. o sentimentalism 
noun. sentimentalist noun. sentimentality 
/-'teel-/ noun. sentimentalize verb (also -ise) 
(-zing or -sing). sentimentally adverb. 
m compassionate, emotional, gushing, indulgent, 
maudlin, mawkish, mushy, nostalgic, overdone, 
over-emotional, romantic, sloppy, soft-hearted, 
colloquial soppy, sugary, sympathetic, tearful, 
tender, unrealistic, warm-hearted, colloquial 
weepy, slang yucky. 0 sentimentality 
emotionalism, mawkishness, nostalgia, 
romanticism, slush. 


sentinel /‘sentm(e)l/ noun sentry. 


sentry /‘sentri/ noun (plural -ies) soldier etc. 
stationed to keep guard. o sentry box cabin to 
shelter standing sentry. 


u guard, lookout, patrol, picket, sentinel, watch, 
watchman. 


sepal /'sep(ə)l/ noun division or leaf of calyx. 


separable /'sepərəb(ə)l/ adjectiveable to besep- 
arated. o separability noun. 


| u detachable, distinguishable, fissile, removable. 


separate adjective /'separat/ forming unit by 
itself: existing apart; disconnected, distinct, indi- 
vidual. © noun /'separat/ (in plural) articles of 


Sentence 


Asentence is the basic unit of language in use and expresses a complete thought. There are three 
types of sentence, each starting with a capital letter, and each normally ending with a full stop, a 


question mark, or an exclamation mark: 
Statement: You're happy. 
Question: Is it raining? 
Exclamation: I wouldn’t have believed it! 


A sentence, especially a statement, often has no punctuation at the end in a public notice, 4 


newspaper headline, or a legal document, e.g. 
Government cuts public spending 


Asentence normally contains a subject and a verb, but may not, e.g. 


What a mess! Where? In the sink. 
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dress not parts of suits. © verb /'sepərert/ (-ting) 
1 make separate, sever. 2 prevent union or 
contact of. 3 go different ways. 4 (esp. as separ- 
ated adjective) cease to live with spouse. 5 
secede. 6 divide or sort into parts or sizes. 7 (often 
+ out) extract or remove (ingredient etc.). o sep- 
arately adverb. separateness noun. separator 
noun, 


USAGE Separate, separation, etc. are not spelt 
with an e in the middle. 


adjective apart, autonomous, cloistered, cut off, 
detached, different, discrete, distinct, divided, 
divorced, fenced off, free-standing, independent, 
individual, isolated, particular, peculiar, secluded, 
segregated, separated, shut off, solitary, 
unattached, unconnected, unique, unrelated, 
unshared, withdrawn. © verb 1 break up, cut off, 
detach, disconnect, disengage, disentangle, 
dismember, dissociate, divide, fence off, fragment, 
hive off, isolate, keep apart, part, pull apart, 
segregate, sever, split, /iterary sunder, take apart, 
uncouple, unfasten, unhook, unravel, unyoke. 3 
bifurcate, branch, diverge, fork. 4 become 
estranged, break up, divorce, part, part company, 
split up. 7 abstract, extract, filter out, remove, set 
apart, sift out, winnow. 


separation /sepa'reis(a)n/ noun 1 separating, 
being separated. 2 arrangement by which couple 
remain married but live apart. 

a 1 amputation, detachment, disconnection, 

dismemberment, dissociation, division, fission, 

fragmentation, parting, partition, rift, severance, 

split. 2 break, break-up, estrangement, rift, split. 


separatist /'separatist/ noun person who 
favours separation, esp. political independence. 
o separatism noun. y 

sepia /'si:prə/ noun 1 dark reddish-brown colour 
or paint. 2 brown tint used in photography. 


sepoy /'si:po1/ noun historical Indian soldier 
under European, esp. British, discipline. 

sepsis /'sepsis/ noun septic condition. 

Sept. abbreviation September. 

sept noun clan, esp. in Ireland. 


September /sep'temba/ noun ninth month of 
year. 


Septet /sep'tet/ moun 1 musical composition for 
7 performers. 2 the performers. 3 any group of 7. 

septic /‘septik/ adjective contaminated with bac- 
teria; putrefying. o septic tank tank in which 
ime is disintegrated through bacterial activ- 
ity. 


m diseased, festering, infected, inflamed, 
Poisoned, purulent, putrefying, putrid, 
suppurating. 


septicaemia /septr'si:mia/ noun (US septi- 
cemia) blood poisoning. 

septuagenarian /septjuadz'nearron/ noun 
person between 70 and 79 years old. 

Septuagesima /septjve'dsesima/ noun third 
Sunday before Lent. 


separation | serene 


Septuagint /'septjvadgmt/ noun ancient Greek 
version of Old Testament. 


septum /'septam/ noun (plural septa) partition 
such as that between nostrils. 


sepulchral /sr'palkr(e)l/ adjective 1 of tomb or 
burial. 2 funereal, gloomy. 


sepulchre /'sepalka/ (US sepulcher) noun 
tomb, burial cave or vault. @ verb (-ring) lay in 
sepulchre. 


sequel /‘si:kw(e)l/ noun 1 what follows. 2 novel, 
film, etc. that continues story of earlier one. 
m 1 consequence, continuation, development, 
follow-up, issue, outcome, result, upshot. 2 
continuation, follow-up. 


sequence /'si:kwans/ noun 1 succession. 2 
order of succession. 3 set of things belonging 
next to one another; unbroken series. 4 episode 
or incident in film etc. 

m 1-3 arrangement, chain, concatenation, course, 
cycle, line, order, procession, programme, 
progression, range, row, run, series, set, string, 
succession, trairi. 4 clip, episode, excerpt, extract, 
scene, section. 


sequential /sr'kwenf(e)l/ adjective forming 
sequence or consequence. o sequentially 
adverb, 

sequester /srkwesta/ verb 1 (esp. as seques- 
tered adjective) seclude, isolate. 2 sequestrate. 

sequestrate /‘si:kwistreit/ verb (-ting) 1 con- 
fiscate. 2 take temporary possession of (debtor’s 
estate etc.). o sequestration noun. 

sequin /‘si:kwm/ oun circular spangle on dress 
etc. o sequined, sequinned adjective. 

sequoia /sr'kwə1ə/ noun extremely tall Cali- 
fornian conifer. 


sera plural of SERUM. 


seraglio /sa'ra:liau/ noun (plural-s) 1 harem. 2 
historical Turkish palace. 

seraph /'seraf/ noun (plural -im or -s) member 
of highest of 9 orders of angels. useraphic 
/sa'reeftk/ adjective. 

Serb noun 1 native of Serbia. 2 person of Serbian 
descent. @ adjective Serbian. 

Serbian /'s3:brən/ noun 1 Slavonic dialect of 
Serbs. 2 Serb. @ adjective of Serbs or their dialect. 

Serbo-Croat /ss:bau'krevet/ (also Serbo- 
Croatian /-krəv'erf(ə)n/) noun main official 
language of former Yugoslavia, combining 
Serbian and Croatian dialects. @ adjective of this 
language. 

serenade /sera‘neid/ moun 1 piece of music per- 
formed at night, esp. under lover’s window. 2 
orchestral suite for small ensemble. everb 
(-ding) perform serenade to. 

serendipity /serən'dpıtı/ moun faculty of 
making happy discoveries by accident. o seren- 
dipitous adjective. 

serene /sr'ri:n/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 clear and 
calm. 2 placid, unperturbed. o serenely adverb. 
serenity /-'ren-/ noun. 


serf | service 


m 1 calm, idyllic, peaceful, placid, pleasing, quiet, 
restful, still, tranquil, unclouded, unruffled. 2 
collected, composed, contented, cool, easygoing, 
equable, even-tempered, imperturbable, pacific, 
peaceable, peaceful, placid, poised, 
self-possessed, undisturbed, colloquial 
unflappable, unperturbed, unruffled, untroubled. 


(Ich EEE 

serf noun 1 historical labourer not allowed to 
leave the land on which he worked. 2 oppressed 
person; drudge. o serfdom noun. 

serge noun durable woollen fabric. 

sergeant /'sa:d5(2)nt/ noun 1 non-commis- 
sioned army or RAF officer next below war- 
rant officer. 2 police officer next below inspector. 
Osergeant major warrant officer assisting 
adjutant of regiment or battalion. 

serial /‘siartal/ moun story published, broadcast; 
or shown in instalments. © adjective of, in, or 
forming series. o serial killer person who: 
murders repeatedly. o serially adverb. 4 


serialize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) publish ` 


or produce in instalments. o serialization noun. 
series j'siəri:z/ noun (plural same) 1 number of 
similar or related things, events, etc.; succes- 
sion, row, set. 2 Broadcasting set of related but 
individually complete programmes. o in series 
4 in ordered succession. 2 (of set of electrical 
circuits) arranged so that same current passes 
through each circuit. 
1 arrangement, chain, concatenation, course, 
cycle, line, order, procession, programme, 
progression, range, row, run, sequence, set, string, 
succession, train. 


serif /'serif/ noun fine cross-line at extremities 
of printed letter. 
serious /'sieries/ adjective 1 thoughtful, earnest. 
2 important; requiring thought. 3 not negligible; 
dangerous. 4 sincere, in earnest. 5 (of music, lit- 
erature, etc.) intellectual, not popular. a ser- 
lously adverb. seriousness noun. 
u 1 careful, committed, conscientious, 
determined, diligent, earnest, grave, grim, 
hard-working, humourless, long-faced, pensive, 
poker-faced, sedate, sober, solemn, sombre, 
staid, stern, straight-faced, thoughtful, unsmiling. 
2 deep, heavy, important, intellectual, 
momentous, profound, significant, weighty. 3 
acute, calamitous, critical, crucial, dangerous, 
grave, grievous, life-threatening, nasty, severe, 
urgent, vital. 4 genuine, honest, in earnest, 
sincere. 


serjeant /'sa:d3(a)nt/ noun (in full serjeant- 
at-law, plural serjeants-at-law) historical 
barrister of highest rank. o serjeant-at-arms 
Official of court, city, or parliament, with cere- 
monial duties. 

sermon /'s3:man/ noun 1 discourse on religion 
or morals, esp. delivered in church. 2 admoni- 
tion, reproof. 


1 address, discourse, homily, lecture, lesson, 
talk. 


sermonize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 
(often + fo) moralize. 
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serous /'siares/ adjective 1 of or like serum; 
watery. 2 (of gland etc.) having serous secretion. 


serpent /'ss:pənt/ moun 1 snake, esp. large. 2 
cunning or treacherous person. 

serpentine /'s3:pantam/ adjective 1 of or like 
serpent. 2 coiling, sinuous. 3 cunning, treacher- 
ous. © moun soft usually dark green rock, some- 
times mottled. 

u adjective 2 coiling, labyrinthine, meandering, 

roundabout, sinuous, snaking, tortuous, twisting, 

winding. 


SERPS abbreviation State Earnings-Related 
Pension Scheme. 


serrated /so'reitid/ adjective with sawlike edge. 
o serration noun. 

cogged, crenellated, indented, jagged, notched, 

sawlike, toothed, zigzag. 


serried ['serid/ adjective (of ranks of soldiers 
- etc.) close together. 


serum /'sterem/ noun (plural sera or-s) 1 liquid 
separating from clot when blood coagulates, esp. 
used for inoculation. 2 watery fluid in animal 
bodies. 


servant /'s3:v(e)nt/ noun 1 person employed for 
domestic work. 2 devoted follower or helper. 
u 1 assistant, attendant, colloquial dogsbody, 
domestic, drudge, factotum, usually derogatory 
flunkey, colloquial help, helper, usually derogatory 
hireling, lackey, maid, maidservant, manservant, 
menial, derogatory minion, retainer, colloquial 
derogatory skivvy, slave, valet, historical vassal; 
(servants) retinue. 


serve verb (-ving) 1 do service for. 2 be servant 
to. 3 carry out duty. 4 (+ in) be employed in (esp. 
armed forces). 5 be useful to or serviceable for. 6 
meet needs; perform function. 7 go through due 
period of (apprenticeship, prison sentence, etc.). 
8 go through (specified period) of imprisonment 
etc. 9 (often + up) present (food) to eat. 10 act as 
waiter. 11 attend to (customer etc.). 12 (+ with) 
supply with (goods). 13 treat (person) in specified 
way. 14 Law (often + on) deliver (writ etc.). 15 
Law (+ with) deliver writ etc. to. 16 set (ball) in 
play at tennis etc. 17 (of male animal) copulate 
with (female). onoun Tennis etc. service. 
u serve (person) right be his or her deserved 
misfortune. o server noun. 
nverb1,2aid, assist, attend, be at (person's) beck 
and call, help, look after, minister to, wait upon, 
work for. 3 officiate. 4 (serve in) be employed in, 
fight in, work in. 5, 6 answer, do, satisfy, suffice. 7; 
8 complete, endure, go through, pass, spend, 
survive. 9 deal out, dish up, distribute, dole out, 
give out, present. 10 wait. 11 assist, attend to, help, 
look after, wait on. 12 (serve with) make available, 
provide, sell, supply. 


service /'ss:vis/ noun 4 (often in plural) work 
done or doing of work for employer.or for com: 
munity etc. 2 work done by machine etc. 3 assist: 
ance or benefit given. 4 provision of some public 
need, e.g. transport or (often in plural) water, 
gas, etc. 5 employment as servant. 6 state or 
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period ofemployment. 7 Crown or public depart- 
ment or organization. 8 (in plural) the armed 
forces. 9 ceremony of worship. 10 liturgical form 
for this. 11 (routine) maintenance and repair of 
machine etc. after sale. 12 assistance given to 
customers. 13 serving of food etc. 14 quality of 
this. 15 nominal charge for this. 16 (in plural) 
motorway service area. 17 set of dishes etc. for 
serving meal. 18 act of serving in tennis etc. 19 
person’s turn to serve. 20 game in which one 
serves. © verb (-cing) 1 maintain or repair (car, 
machine, etc:). 2 provide service for. oat 
(person's) service ready to serve him or her. 
of service useful. service area area near road 
supplying petrol, refreshments, etc. service 
charge additional charge for service in restaur- 
ant etc. service flat one in which domestic 
service etc. is provided. service industry one 
providing services, not goods. serviceman, ser- 
vicewoman person in armed services. service 
road one giving access to houses etc. lying back 
from main road. service station establishment 
selling petrol etc. to motorists. 

n noun 1 employment, labour, ministering, 
ministry, work. 3 aid, assistance, benefit, care, 
favour, help, kindness, support. 4 supply, system, 
utility. 5, 6 employ, employment, labour, work. 7 
department, organization. 9, 10 ceremony, liturgy, 
meeting, rite, ritual, worship. 11 checking, 
maintenance, overhaul, repair, servicing. 12 
advice, assistance, attention, care, help. © verb 1 
check, maintain, mend, overhaul, repair, tune. 


serviceable adjective 1 useful, usable. 2 
durable but plain. o serviceability noun. 

u 41 functional, practical, usable, useful. 2 

dependable, durable, hard-wearing, lasting, 

strong, tough. 


serviette /s3:vr'et/ noun table napkin. 


servile /'s3:vatl/ adjective 1 of or like slave(s). 2 
fawning, subservient. o servility /-‘vil-/ noun. 
@ 2 abject, acquiescent, craven, cringing, 
deferential, fawning, flattering, grovelling, humble, 
ingratiating, low, menial, obsequious, slavish, 
submissive, subservient, sycophantic, toadying, 
unctuous. 


serving noun helping of food. 
| m helping, plateful, portion, ration. 


sorvitude ['sa:vitju:d/ noun slavery, subjec- 
ion. 


servo- /'s3:vəu/ combining form power-assisted. 


sesame /'sesəmı/ noun 1 E. Indian plant with 
oil-yielding seeds. 2 its seeds. 


sesqui- /'seskw1/ combining form one and ahalf. 


sessile /'sesarl/ adjective 1 Biology attached dir- 
ectly by base without stalk or peduncle. 2 fixed, 
immobile. 


Session /'sef(ə)n/ noun 1 period devoted to an 
activity. 2 assembly of parliament, court, etc. 3 
Single meeting for this. 4 period during which 
such meetings are regularly held. 5 academic 
year. cin session assembled for business, not 
on vacation. o sessional adjective. 


serviceable | set 


a 1 period, term, time. 2, 3 assembly, conference, 
discussion, hearing, meeting, sitting. 


set verb (-tt-; past & past participle set) 1 put, lay, 
or stand in certain position etc. 2 apply. 3 fix or 
place ready; dispose suitably for use, action, or 
display. 4 adjust hands or mechanism of (clock, 
trap, etc.). 5 insert (jewel) in ring etc. 6 lay (table) 
for meal. 7 style (hair) while damp. 8 (+ with) 
ornament or provide (surface) with. 9 bring into 
specified state; cause to be. 10 harden, solidify. 
11 (of sun, moon, etc.) move towards or below 
earth's horizon. 12 show (story etc.) as happen- 
ing in a certain time or place. 13 (+ to do) cause 
(person) to do specified thing. 14 (+ present 
participle) start (person, thing) doing something. 
15 present or impose as work to be done, problem 
to be solved, etc. 16 exhibit as model etc. 17 initi- 
ate (fashion etc.). 18 establish (record etc.). 19 
determine, decide. 20 appoint, establish. 21 put 
parts of (broken or dislocated bone, limb, etc.) 
together for healing. 22 provide (song, words) 
with music. 23 arrange (type) or type for (book 
etc.). 24 (of tide, current, etc.) have a certain 
motion or direction. 25 (of face) assume hard 
expression. 26 (of eyes etc.) become motionless. 
27 have a certain tendency. 28 (of blossom) form 
into fruit. 29 (of dancer) take position facing 
partner. 30 (of hunting dog) take rigid attitude 
indicating presence of game. @ noun 1 group of 
linked or similar things or persons. 2 section of 
society. 3 collection of objects for specified 
purpose. 4 radio or television receiver. 5 Tennis 
etc. group of games counting as unit towards 
winning match. 6 Mathematics collection of 
things sharinga property. 7 direction or position 
in which something sets or is set. 8 slip, shoot, 
bulb, etc. for planting. 9 setting, stage furniture, 
etc. for play, film, etc. 10 setting of sun, hair, etc. 
411 =sETT. © adjective 1 prescribed or determined 
in advance. 2 unchanging, fixed. 3 prepared for 
action. 4 (+ on, upon) determined to get, achieve, 
etc. o set about 1 begin; take steps towards. 2 
colloquial attack. set aside 1 put to one side. 2 
keep for future. 3 disregard or reject. set back 1 
place further back in space or time. 2 impede 
or reverse progress of. 3 colloquial cost (person) 
specified amount. setback reversal or arrest of 
progress. set down 1 record in writing. 2 allow 
to alight. set forth 1 begin journey. 2 expound. 
set free release. set in 1 begin; become estab- 
lished. 2 insert. set off 1 begin journey. 2 deton- 
ate (bomb etc.). 3 initiate, stimulate. 4 cause 
(person) to start laughing etc. 5 adorn, enhance. 
6 (+ against) use as compensating item against. 
set on (cause or urge to) attack. set one’s heart 
on want eagerly. set one’s sights on aim at. set 
out 1 begin journey. 2 exhibit, arrange. 3 (+ to 
do) intend to. set piece formal or elaborate 
arrangement, esp. in art or literature. set sail 1 
hoist sails. 2 begin voyage. set square 
right-angled triangular plate for drawing lines 
at certain angles. set theory study or use of sets 
in mathematics. set to begin doing something 
vigorously. set-to noun (plural -tos) colloquial 
fight, argument. set up 1 place in position or 
view. 2 start; establish. 3 equip, prepare. 4 collo- 


sett | severe 


quial cause (person) to look guilty or foolish. 
set-up noun 1 arrangement or organization. 2 
manner or structure of this. 3 instance of setting 
person up. set upon set on. 

m verb 1, 3 arrange, assign, deploy, deposit, 
dispose, lay, leave, locate, lodge, park, place, 
plant, plonk, put, position, rest, set down, set out, 
settle, situate, stand, station. 4 adjust, correct, put 
right, rectify, regulate. 5 embed, fasten, fix.10 - 
congeal, firm, gel, harden, colloquial jell, stiffen, 
take shape. 15 ask, express, formulate, frame, 
phrase, pose, present, put, put forward, suggest, 
write. 19, 20 allocate, allot, appoint, decide, 
designate, determine, establish, identify, name, 
ordain, prescribe, settle. © noun 1, 3 batch, bunch, 
category, class, clique, collection, combination, 
group, kind, series, sort. 4 apparatus, receiver. 9 
scene, scenery, setting. © adjective 1 advertised, 
agreed, arranged, defined, definite, fixed, 
pre-arranged, predetermined, prepared, 
scheduled, standard. 2 established, fixed, 
invariable, predictable, regular, stable, 
unchanging, unvarying. 3 fit, prepared, ready. 

o set about 1 see BEGIN 1. 2 see ATTACK verb 1. 
setback blow, check, complication, defeat, delay, 
difficulty, disappointment, hindrance, hitch, 
hold-up, impediment, misfortune, obstacle, 
problem, relapse, reverse, snag, upset. set free 
see LIBERATE 1. set off 1 See DEPART 1,2. 2 see 
EXPLODE 1,2. set on see ATTACK Verb 1. set out 1 
see DEPART 1,2. set up 2 see ESTABLISH 1. 


sett noun (also set) 1 badger’s burrow. 2 
paving-block. 


settee /se'ti:/ noun sofa. 
| m chaise longue, couch, sofa. 


setter noun dog of long-haired breed trained to 
stand rigid on scenting game. 


setting moun 1 position or manner in which 
thing is set. 2 surroundings. 3 period, place, etc. 
of story, film, etc. 4 frame etc. for jewel. 5 music 
to which words are set. 6 cutlery etc. for one 
person at table. 7 operating level of machine. 

u 1, 2 background, context, environment, 

environs, frame, habitat, locale, location, place, 

position, site, surroundings. 3 background, 

context, set. 


settle’ /'set(a)l/ verb (ling) 1 (often + down, in) 
establish or become established in abode or life- 
style. 2 (often + down) regain calm after disturb- 
ance. 3 (often + down) adopt regular or secure 
way of life. 4 (often + down to) apply oneself to. 5 
(cause to) sit down or come to rest. 6 place (thing) 
in position. 7 make or become composed, etc. 8 
arrange, deal with; make orderly. 9 determine, 
decide, agree on. 10 resolve (dispute etc.). 14 
agree to terminate (lawsuit). 12 (+ for) accept or 
agree to. 13 pay (bill); discharge (debt). 14 (as 
settled adjective) established. 15 colonize. 16 
subside, sink; (cause to) compact. o settle up pay 
money owed etc. 
m 1 become established, make one's home, set up 
home, stay. 5 alight, come to rest, land, make 
oneself comfortable, colloquial park oneself, 
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pause, rest, roost, sit down. 6 deploy, deposit, 
dispose, lay, locate, lodge, park, place, plant, 
position, put, rest, set, set down, situate, stand, 
station. 7 see CALM verb. 8 arrange, conclude, deal 
with, decide, organize, put in order, straighten out. 
9 agree, choose, decide, determine, establish, fix. 
10 end, put an end to, reconcile, resolve, sort out. 
13 clear, discharge, pay, pay off, square. 15 
colonize, occupy, people, populate. 16 compact, 
fall, go down, sink, subside. 


settle? /‘set(a)l/ noun high-backed bench, often 
with box under seat. 
settlement noun 1 settling, being settled. 2 
place occupied by settlers. 3 small village. 4 polit- 
ical etc. agreement. 5 arrangement ending 
dispute. 6 terms on which property is given to 
person. 7 deed stating these. 8 amount or prop- 
erty given. 9 payment of account. 
u 2, 3 camp, colony, community, encampment, 
kibbutz, outpost, post, town, village. 4, 5 i 
agreer.ent, arbitration, arrangement, contract. 


settler noun person who settles in newly 
developed region. : 


n colonist, frontiersman, immigrant, newcomer, 
pioneer. 


seven /'sev(ə)n/ adjective & noun one more than 
six. o seventh adjective & noun. 

seventeen /sevon'ti:n/ adjective & noun one 
more than sixteen. o seventeenth adjective & 
noun. 

seventy /'‘sevantt/ adjective & noun ( plural -ies) 
seven times ten. o seventieth adjective & noun. 

sever /'seva/ verb 1 divide, break, or make separ- 
ate, esp. by cutting. 2 end (contract, relationship, 
etc.). 

m 1 amputate, break, cut, cut off, detach, 

disconnect, part, remove, separate, split. 2 

abandon, break off, discontinue, end, put an end 

to, suspend, terminate. 


several /'sevr(ə)l/ adjective 1 a few; quite a large 
number. 2 formal separate, respective. © pro- 
noun a few; quite a large number. o severally 
adverb. 

m adjective 1 assorted, certain, different, archaic 

divers, a few, a handful of, many, miscellaneous, a 

number of, some, sundry, a variety of, various. 


severance /'sevr(ə)ns/ noun 1 severing. 2 
severed state. oseverance pay payment to 
employee on termination of contract. 


severe /sr'via/ adjective 1 rigorous and harsh. 2 
not negligible; worrying. 3 forceful. 4 extreme. 
5 exacting. 6 unadorned. o severely adverb. 
severity /-'ver-/ noun. 

u 1 aloof, brutal, cold, cold-hearted, cruel, 
disapproving, dour, Draconian, forbidding, 
glowering, grave, grim, hard, harsh, inexorable, 
merciless, obdurate, oppressive, pitiless, punitive, 
relentless, rigorous, stern, stony, strict, stringent, 
unbending, uncompromising, unkind, unsmiling, 
unsympathetic, unyielding. 2 acute, critical, 
dangerous, drastic, fatal, great, intense, keen, 
life-threatening, mortal, nasty, serious, sharp, 
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terminal, troublesome. 3, 4 adverse, bad, cold, 
extreme, fierce, inclement, stormy, violent, 
colloquial wicked. 5 arduous, demanding, difficult, 
exacting, onerous, punishing, taxing, tough. 6 
austere, bare, chaste, plain, simple, Spartan, stark, 
unadorned. : 


sew /sau/ verb (past participle sewn or sewed) 
fasten, join, etc. with needle and thread or sewing 
machine. o sewing machine machine for sew- 
ing or stitching. 


| u baste, darn, hem, mend, repair, stitch, tack. 


sewage /'su:1d3/ noun waste matter carried in 
sewers. Osewage farm, works place where 
sewage is treated. 


| a effluent, waste. 


sewer /'su:ə/ moun (usually underground) 
conduit for carrying off drainage water and 
waste matter. 


| B see DRAIN NOUN 1. 


sewerage /'su:arid3/ noun system of or drain- 
age by sewers. 


sewing /'soum/ noun material or work to be 
sewn. 


u dressmaking, embroidery, mending, 
needlework, stitching. 
sewn past participle of SEW. 


sex noun 1 group of males or females collect- 
ively. 2 fact of belonging to either group. 3 sexual 
instincts, desires, activity, etc. 4 colloquial 
sexual intercourse. © adjective of or relating to 
sex or sexual differences. © verb 1 determine sex 
of. 2 (as sexed adjective) having specified sexual 
appetite. a sex appeal sexual attractiveness. 
sex life person’s sexual activity. sex symbol 
person famed for sex appeal. 

u noun 1,2 gender, sexuality. 4 carnal knowledge, 

Coition, coitus, consummation of marriage, 

copulation, coupling, usually jocular fornication, 

intercourse, intimacy, lovemaking, mating, sexual 

intercourse, sexual relations, union. 


sexagenarian /seksed3i'nearien/ noun person 
between 60 and 69 years old. 

Sexagesima /seksə'dzesmə/ noun second 
Sunday before Lent. 


sew | shade 


sextuple /'sekstju:p(ə)l/ adjective sixfold. 


sextuplet /‘sekstjuplit/ noun each of 6 children 
born at one birth. 


sexual /'sek{ual/ adjective of sex, the sexes, or 
relations between them. o sexual intercourse 
insertion of man’s penis into woman’s vagina. 
o sexually adverb. 


m carnal, erotic, genital, procreative, reproductive, 
sexy, venereal, 


sexuality /sekfv'ælrtı/ noun 1 fact of belonging 
to one of sexes. 2 sexual characteristics, im- 
pulses, etc. 


l m 1 gender, sex. 


sexy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 sexually attractive 
or provocative. 2 sexually aroused. 3 concerned 
with sex. 4 colloquial (of project etc.) exciting. 
o sexily adverb. sexiness noun. 
8 1 aphrodisiac, arousing, attractive, desirable, 
colloquial dishy, erotic, flirtatious, pornographic, 
provocative, colloquial raunchy, salacious, 
seductive, sensual, sexual, colloquial steamy, 
suggestive, sultry, titillating, torrid, voluptuous. 2 
amorous, formal concupiscent, lascivious, 
lecherous, lewd, libidinous, lubricious, lustful, 
passionate, prurient, randy, salacious. 


SF abbreviation science fiction. 
Sgt. abbreviation Sergeant. 
sh interjection hush. 
shabby /'Seebi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 faded and 
worn, dingy, dilapidated. 2 poorly dressed. 3 con- 
temptible. o shabbily adverb. shabbiness noun. 
u 1, 2 bedraggled, dilapidated, dingy, dirty, 
disreputable, dowdy, drab, faded, frayed, grubby, 
mangy, moth-eaten, ragged, run-down, colloquial 
scruffy, seedy, tattered, colloquial tatty, 
threadbare, unattractive, worn, worn out. 3 base, 
contemptible, despicable, disagreeable, 
discreditable, dishonest, dishonourable, 
disreputable, ignoble, low-down, mean, nasty, 
shameful, shoddy, unfair, unfriendly, ungenerous, 
unkind, unworthy. 


shack noun roughly built hut or cabin. @ verb 
(+ up) slang cohabit. 


| u noun cabin, hovel, hut, lean-to, shanty, shed. 
shackle /'fæk(ə)l/ noun 1 metal loop or link 


sexism noun prejudice or discrimination _ closed by bolt; coupling link. 2 fetter. 3 (usually 


against people (esp. women) because of their sex. 
O sexist adjective & noun. 


a chauvinism, male chauvinism, sexual 
discrimination. 


sexless adjective 1 neither male nor female. 2 
lacking sexual desire or attractiveness. 

sextant /‘sekst(a)nt/ noun optical instrument 
for measuring angle between distant objects, esp. 
sun and horizon in navigation. 

sextet /seks'tet/ noun 1 musical composition for 
6 performers. 2 the performers. 3 any group of 6. 

sexton /‘sekst(a)n/ noun person who looks after 
church and churchyard, often acting as bell- 
ringer and gravedigger. 


in plural) restraint. © verb (-ling) fetter, impede, 
restrain. 

shad noun (plural same or -s) large edible 
marine fish. 

shade noun 1 comparative darkness caused by 
shelter from direct light and heat. 2 area so shel- 
tered. 3 darker part of picture etc. 4 a colour, esp. 
as darker or lighter than one similar. 5 compar- 
ative obscurity. 6 slight amount. 7 lampshade. 8 
screen moderating light. 9 (in plural) esp. US 
colloquial sunglasses. 10 literary ghost. 11 
slightly different variety. 12 (in plural; + of) 
reminder of. @ verb (-ding) 1 screen from light. 2 
cover or moderate light of. 3 darken, esp. with 
parallel lines to represent shadow etc. 4 (often + 


shadow | sham 


away, off, into) pass or change gradually. o put 
in the shade appear or be very superior to. 
o shading noun. 
u noun 1,2, 5 see SHADOW noun 1.4 colour, hue, 
intensity, tinge, tint, tone. 8 awning, blind, canopy, 
covering, curtain, parasol, screen, shelter, shield, 
umbrella. 11 degree, difference, nuance, 
variation. © verb 1, 2 camouflage, conceal, cover, 
hide, mask, obscure, protect, screen, shield, 
shroud, veil. 3 cross-hatch, darken, fillin, hatch. 


shadow /'Jzdau/ noun 1 shade; patch of shade. 
2 dark shape projected by body blocking out 
light. 3 inseparable attendant or companion. 4 
person secretly following another. 5 (with 
negative) slightest trace. 6 insubstantial 
remnant. 7 shaded part of picture. 8 gloom, 
sadness. © verb 1 cast shadow over. 2 secretly 
follow and watch. oshadow-boxing boxing 
against imaginary opponent. Shadow Cabinet, 
Minister, etc. members of opposition party 
holding posts parallel to those of government. 
a noun 1 darkness, dimness, dusk, gloom, 
obscurity, penumbra, semi-darkness, shade, 
umbra. 2 outline, shape, silhouette. 5 see HINT 
noun 3. © verb 2 dog, follow, hunt, colloquial keep 
tabs on, keep watch on, pursue, stalk, colloquial 
tail, track, trail, watch. 


shadowy adjective 1 vague, obscure. 2 giving 
shade; full of shadows. 3 ghostly. 

a 1 dark, dim, faint, hazy, ill-defined, indefinite, 

indistinct, nebulous, obscure, unclear, 

unrecognizable, vague. 2 see SHADY 1.3 see 

GHOSTLY (GHOST). 


shady /'Seidi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 giving or 
situated in shade. 2 disreputable; of doubtful 
honesty. 

m 1 cool, dark, dim, gloomy, leafy, shaded, 

shadowy, sheltered, sunless. 2 devious, 

dishonest, disreputable, dubious, s/ang fishy, 

questionable, colloquial shifty, suspicious, 

unreliable, untrustworthy. 


shaft /fa:ft/ noun 1 narrow usually vertical 
space for access to mine or (in building) for lift, 
ventilation, etc. 2 (+ of) ray of (light). 3 (+ of) 
stroke of (lightning). 4 handle of tool etc. 5 long 
narrow part supporting, connecting, or driving 
thicker part(s) etc. 6 archaic arrow, spear. 7 
archaic its long slender stem. 8 hurtful or pro- 
vocative remark. 9 each of pair of poles be- 
tween which horse is harnessed to vehicle. 10 
central stem of feather. 11 column, esp. between 
base and capital. 
| u 1 duct, pit, tunnel, well. 2 beam, gleam, ray, 
streak. 4, 5 column, handle, pillar, pole, post, rod, 
shank, stanchion, stem, stick, upright. 


shag zoun 1 coarse tobacco, 2 rough mass of 
hair. 3 (crested) cormorant. @adjective (of 
carpet) with long rough pile. S 

shaggy adjective (-ier, -iest) 41 hairy, 
rough-haired. 2 tangled. oshaggy-dog story 
lengthy ‘joke’ without funny ending. o shaggi- 
ness oun. 
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a bushy, dishevelled, fleecy, hairy, hirsute, 
matted, rough, tangled, tousled, unkempt, 
unshorn, untidy, woolly. 


shagreen /Sz'gri:n/ noun 1 kind of untanned 
granulated leather. 2 sharkskin. 


shah /Ja:/ noun historical ruler of Iran. 


shake verb (-king; past shook /Suk/; past parti- 
ciple shaken) 1 move violently or quickly up and 
down or to and fro. 2 (cause to) tremble or 
vibrate. 3 agitate, shock, disturb. 4 weaken, 
impair. 5 colloquial shake hands. ©noun 1 
shaking, being shaken. 2 jerk, shock. 3 (the 
shakes) colloquial fit of trembling. o shake 
down 1 settle or cause to fall by. shaking. 2 
become comfortably settled or established. 
shake hands (often + with) clasp hands, esp. at 
meeting ar parting or as sign of bargain. shake 
off 1 get rid of. 2 evade. shake up 1 mix 
(ingredients) or restore to shape by shaking. 2 
disturb or make uncomfortable. 3 rouse from 
lethargy etc. shake-up noun upheaval; reorgan- 
ization. ‘ 
a verb 1 brandish, flourish, gyrate, jar, jerk, jiggle, 
joggle, jolt, oscillate, sway, swing, twirl, twitch, 
vibrate, wag, colloquial waggle, wave, colloquial 
wiggle. 2 convulse, heave, quake, quiver, rattle, 
rock, shiver, shudder, sway, throb, totter, tremble, 
vibrate, waver, wobble. 3 agitate, alarm, distress, 
disturb, frighten, perturb, colloquial rattle, shock, 
startle, surprise, colloquial throw, unnerve, 
unsettle, upset. 


shaker noun 1 person or thing that shakes. 2 
container for shaking together ingredients of 
cocktails etc. 

Shakespearian /Seik'sprarten/ adjective (also 
Shakespearean) of Shakespeare. 

shako /'Sekau/ noun (plural -s) cylindrical 
plumed military peaked cap. 
shaky adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 unsteady, trem- 
bling. 2 infirm, weak. 3 unreliable. o shakily 
adverb. shakiness noun. 

a 1 faltering, quavering, quivering, rickety, 

colloquial rocky, shaking, trembling, tremulous, 

unsteady, wobbly. 2 decrepit, dilapidated, feeble, 
flimsy, frail, infirm, insecure, precarious, 
ramshackle, unsound, weak. 3 nervous, tentative, 
uncertain, underconfident, unpromising, 
unreliable, unsound. 


shale noun soft rock that splits easily. o shaly 
adjective. 

shall auxiliary verb (3rd singular present shall) 
used to form future tenses. 

shallot /fə'lot/ noun onion-like plant with 
cluster of small bulbs. 

shallow /'Szlou/ adjective 1 of little depth. 2 
superficial, trivial. enoun (often in plural) 
shallow place. o shallowness noun. é 

E 2empty, facile, foolish, frivolous, glib, insincere; 

puerile, silly, simple, skin-deep, slight, superficial, 

trivial, unconvincing, unscholarly, unthinking. 


sham verb (-mm-) feign; pretend (to be). © noun 
4 imposture, pretence. 2 bogus or false person oF 
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thing. © adjective pretended, counterfeit. 

u verb counterfeit, fake, feign, imitate, make 
believe, pretend, simulate. © noun counterfeit, 
fake, fiction, fraud, hoax, imitation, make-believe, 
pretence, put-up job, simulation. © adjective 
artificial, bogus, counterfeit, ersatz, fake, false, 
fictitious, fraudulent, imitation, make-believe, 
mock, colloquial pretend, pretended, simulated, 
synthetic. 


shamble /‘Jemb(e)l/ verb (ling) walk or run 
awkwardly, dragging feet. enoun shambling 
gait. 

shambles plural noun (usually treated as 
singular) 4 colloquial mess, muddle. 2 butcher's 
slaughterhouse. 3 scene of carnage. 


1 chaos, confusion, devastation, disorder, 
| mess, muddle, colloquial tip. 
shambolic /Szm'bolik/ adjective colloquial 
chaotic, disorganized. 
shame noun 1 humiliation caused by con- 
sciousness of guilt or folly. 2 capacity for feeling 
this. 3 state of disgrace or discredit. 4 person or 
thing that brings disgrace etc. 5 wrong or regret- 
table thing. © verb (-ming) 1 bring disgrace on; 
make ashamed. 2 (+ into, out of ) force by shame 
into or out of. 
a noun 1 chagrin, distress, embarrassment, guilt, 
humiliation, loss of face, mortification, remorse. 3 
degradation, discredit, disgrace, dishonour, 
ignominy, infamy, obloquy, opprobrium, 
vilification. 5 outrage, pity, scandal, wickedness. 
© verb 1 abash, chagrin, chasten, discomfit, 
disconcert, discountenance, disgrace, 
embarrass, humble, humiliate, mortify, show 
(person) up. 


shamefaced adjective 4 showing shame. 2 
bashful. ` 

u 1 abashed, ashamed, chagrined, hangdog, 

humiliated, mortified, penitent, red-faced, 

remorseful, repentant, sorry. 2 bashful, coy, 

embarrassed, modest, self-conscious, sheepish, 

shy, timid. 


shameful adjective disgraceful, scandalous. 

O shamefully adverb. shamefulness noun. 
base, compromising, contemptible, degrading, 
demeaning, deplorable, discreditable, 
disgraceful, dishonourable, embarrassing, 
humiliating, ignoble, ignominious, infamous, 
colloquial infra dig, inglorious, low, lowering, 
mean, mortifying, outrageous, reprehensible, 
scandalous, undignified, unworthy, wicked. 


shameless adjective 1 having or showing no 
shame. 2 impudent. oshamelessly adverb. 
shamelessness noun. 
m barefaced, bold, brazen, cheeky, cool, defiant, 
flagrant, hardened, immodest, impenitent, 
improper, impudent, incorrigible, indecorous, 
insolent, rude, shocking, unabashed, 
unashamed, unblushing, unconcealed, 
Undisguised, unrepentant, unselfconscious. 


shammy /‘Jem1/ noun (plural -ies) colloquial 
chamois leather. 


shamble | share 


shampoo /Seem'pu:/ noun 1 liquid for washing 
hair. 2 similar substance for washing cars, 
carpets, etc. @ verb (-poos, -pooed) wash with 
shampoo. 

shamrock /‘Seemrok/ noun trefoil, as national 
emblem of Ireland. 


shandy /'fændr/ noun (plural -ies) beer with 
lemonade or ginger beer. : 


shanghai [Sæn'har/ verb (-hais, -haied, -haling) 
colloquial trick or force (person) to do something, 
esp. be sailor. 


shank noun 4 leg. 2 lower part of leg. 3 shaft or 
bei esp. joining tool’s handle to its working 
end. 


shan’t /Sa:nt/ shall not. 


shantung /Sen'tan/ moun soft undressed 
Chinese silk. 


shanty! /‘Seenti/ noun (plural -ies) hut, cabin. 
u shanty town area with makeshift housing. 


shanty? /'fæntı/ noun (plural -ies) (in full sea 
shanty) sailors’ work song. 


shape noun 1 outline. 2 form. 3 specific form or 
guise. 4 good or specified condition. 5 person or 
thing seen indistinctly. 6 mould, pattern. © verb 
(-ping) 1 give a certain form to; fashion, create. 
2 influence. 3 (usually + up) show promise. 4 
adapt. 5 (+ fo) make conform to. o take shape 
assume distinct form; develop. oshapable 
adjective (also shapeable). 

a noun 1,2 body, build, configuration, contour, 

figure, form, outline, physique, profile, silhouette. 

6 form, model, mould, pattern. © verb 1 carve, 

cast, cut, fashion, form, model, mould, sculpt, 

sculpture, whittle. 4 adapt, adjust, fit, modify, tailor. 


shapeless adjective lacking definite or attract- 
ive shape. a shapelessness noun. 
n amorphous, deformed, distorted, formless, 
indeterminate, irregular, misshapen, nebulous, 
twisted, undefined, unformed, unshapely, 
unstructured, vague. 


shapely adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of pleasing 
shape. 2 well proportioned. o shapeliness oun. 
u attractive, literary comely, colloquial 
curvaceous, elegant, good-looking, graceful, 
neat, trim, voluptuous, well proportioned. 


shard noun broken fragment of pottery, glass, 
etc. 
share /Jea/ noun 1 portion of whole given to or 
taken from person. 2 each of equal parts into 
which company’s capital is divided, entitling 
owner to proportion of profits. © verb (-ring) 1 
get, have, or give share of. 2 (often + out) divide 
and distribute. 3 (+ in) participate in. 4 (often as 
shared adjective) have or use with another or 
others. ashareholder owner of shares in a 
company. share-out division and distribution. 
u noun 1 allocation, allotment, allowance, bit, cut, 
division, due, fraction, helping, part, percentage, 
piece, portion, proportion, quota, ration, serving, 
slang whack. @ verb 1, 2 allocate, allot, apportion, 
deal out, distribute, divide, dole out, partake of, 
portion out, ration out, split. 3 (share in) be 


shark | sheep 


involved in, cooperate in, joinin, participate in, take 
partin. 4 (shared) see JOINT adjective. 


shark noun 1 large voracious sea fish. 2 collo- 
quial swindler, extortioner. o sharkskin 1 skin 
of shark. 2 smooth slightly shiny fabric. 


sharp adjective 1 having edge or point able to cut 
or pierce. 2 tapering to a point or edge. 3 abrupt, 
steep, angular. 4 well defined. 5 (of cold, pain, 
etc.) severe, intense. 6 pungent, acid. 7 shrill, 
piercing. 8 (of words etc.) harsh, cutting. 9 acute, 
sensitive, clever. 10 unscrupulous. 11 vigorous, 
brisk. 12 Music above true pitch. 13 Music a 
semitone higher than note named. @noun 1 
Musicsharp note. 2 Musicsign (#) indicating this. 
3 colloquial swindler, cheat. @ adverb 1 punctu- 
ally. 2suddenly. 3 atasharp angle. 4 Musicabove 
true pitch. osharp-eyed having good sight; 
observant. sharp practice barely honest 
dealings. sharpshooter skilled marksman. 
sharp-witted keenly perceptive or intelligent. 
Osharpen verb. sharpener noun. sharply 
adverb. sharpness noun 
u adjective 1, 2 acute, arrow-shaped, cutting, fine, 
jagged, keen, needle-sharp, pointed, razor-sharp, 
sharpened, spiky, tapering. 3 abrupt, acute, 
angular, hairpin, marked, precipitous, sheer, steep, 
sudden, vertical. 4 clear, defined, distinct, 
focused, well defined. 5 acute, biting, bitter, 
excruciating, extreme, intense, keen, painful, 
piercing, severe, stabbing, stinging, sudden, 
violent. 6 acid, acrid, bitter, caustic, hot, piquant, 
pungent, sour, spicy, tangy, tart. 7 clear, 
ear-splitting, high, high-pitched, penetrating, 
piercing, shrieking, shrill, strident. 8 acerbic, acid, 
acidulous, barbed, biting, caustic, critical, cutting, 
harsh, hurtful, incisive, malicious, mocking, 
mordant, pointed, sarcastic, sardonic, scathing, 
spiteful, tart, trenchant, unkind, venomous, 
vitriolic. 9 acute, alert, artful, astute, attentive, 
bright, clever, crafty, colloquial cute, discerning, 
eagle-eyed, incisive, intelligent, keen, observant, 
penetrating, perceptive, probing, quick, 
quick-witted, searching, shrewd, watchful. 
o sharpen file, grind, hone, strop, whet. 
sharpener file, grindstone, hone, strop, 
whetstone. 


sharper noun swindler, esp. at cards. 


shatter /'fætə/ verb 1 break suddenly in pieces. 
2 severely damage; destroy. 3 (esp. in passive) 
severely upset. 4 (usually as shattered adjective) 
colloquial exhaust. 

m 1 break, break up, burst, crack, crush, dash to 
pieces, demolish, disintegrate, explode, colloquial 
pulverize, shiver, smash, smash to smithereens, 

splinter. 2 see DESTROY 1. 4 (shattered) see WEARY 

adjective 1. 


shave verb (-ving; past participle shaved or (as 
adjective) shaven) 1 remove (bristles, hair) with 
razor. 2 remove hair with razor from (leg, head, 
etc.) or from face of (person). 3 reduce by small 
amount. 4 pare (wood etc.) to shape it. 5 miss or 
pass narrowly. © noun 1 shaving, being shaved. 
2 narrow miss or escape. 
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shaver noun 1 thing that shaves. 2 electric 
razor. 3 colloquial young lad. 


shaving noun (esp. in plural) thin paring of 
wood. 


shawl noun large usually rectangular piece of 
fabric worn over shoulders etc. or wrapped 
round baby. 


she pronoun (as subject of verb) the female 
person or animal in question. 

slhe pronoun: written representation of ‘he or 
she’. 

sheaf noun (plural sheaves) bundle of things 
laid lengthways together and usually tied, esp. 
reaped corn or collection of papers. © verb make 
into sheaves. 


| a noun bunch, bundle, file, ream. 


shear verb (past sheared; past participle shorn 
or sheared) 1 clip wool off (sheep etc.). 2 remove 
by cutting. 3 cut with scissors, shears, etc. 4 strip 
bare. 5 deprive. 6 (often + off) distort, be dis- 
torted, or break. © moun 1 strain produced by 
pressure in structure of substance. 2 (in plural) 
(also pair of shears singular) scissor-shaped 
clipping or cutting instrument. o shearer noun. 


| a verb 1, 2 clip, cut, trim. 


sheath /Ji:6/ noun (plural -s /Si:6z/) 1 
close-fitting cover, esp. for blade. 2 condom. 
Osheath knife dagger-like knife carried in 
sheath. 


| a 1 casing, covering, historical scabbard. 


sheathe /Ji:3/ verb (-thing) 1 put into sheath. 2 
encase or protect with sheath. 


| m cocoon, cover, encase, enclose, put away, wrap. 


sheaves plural of SHEAF. 


shebeen /frbi:n/ noun esp. Irish unlicensed 
drinking place. 


shed’ noun one-storeyed building for storage or 
shelter or as workshop etc. 


a hut, hutch, lean-to, outhouse, shack, shelter, 
storehouse. 


shed? verb (-dd-; past & past participle shed) 1 
let, or cause to, fall off. 2 take off (clothes). 3 
reduce (electrical power load). 4 cause to fall or 
flow. 5 disperse, diffuse, radiate. 6 get rid of. 
o shed light give or cast light. shed light on help 
to explain. 

1 castoff, discard, drop, letfall, moult, spill, throw 

off. 2 cast off, esp. literary doff, remove, strip, take 

off. 4 discharge, drop, pour out, shower, spill. 5 

diffuse, disperse, emit, radiate, scatter, spread. 6 

abandon, cast off, discard, drop, get rid of. 0 shed 

light see SHINE verb 1. shed light on see EXPLAIN 

1,2. 


she'd /Si:d/ 1 she had. 2 she would. 

sheen noun lustre, brightness. 
m brightness, burnish, glaze, gleam, glint, gloss, 
lustre, patina, polish, radiance, reflection, 


| shimmer, shine. 
sheep noun (plural same) 1 mammal with thick 
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woolly coat, esp. kept for its wool or meat.2 shell noun 


timid, silly, or easily-led person. 3 (usually in 
plural) member of minister's congregation. 
osheep-dip preparation or place for cleansing 
sheep of vermin etc. sheepdog 1 dog trained to 
guard and herd sheep. 2 dog of breed suitable for 
this. sheepfold enclosure for sheep. sheep- 
shank knot for shortening rope temporarily. 
sheepskin sheep's skin with wool on. 


| a 1 ewe, lamb, ram, wether. 
sheepish adjective embarrassed or shy; 
ashamed. o sheepishly adverb. 
u abashed, ashamed, bashful, coy, docile, 
embarrassed, guilty, meek, mortified, reticent, 
self-conscious, self-effacing, shamefaced, shy, 
timid. 


sheer’ adjective 1 mere, complete. 2 (of cliff etc.) 
perpendicular. 3 (of textile) diaphanous. 
oadverb 1 directly. 2 perpendicularly. 
n adjective 1 absolute, literary arrant, complete, 
downright, out and out, plain, pure, simple, 
thoroughgoing, total, unadulterated, unalloyed, 
unmitigated, unmixed, unqualified, utter. 2 abrupt, 
perpendicular, precipitous, steep, vertical. 3 
diaphanous, filmy, fine, flimsy, gauzy, gossamer, 
see-through, thin, translucent, transparent. 


sheer’ verb 1 swerve or change course. 2 (often 
+ away, off) turn away, esp. from person that one 
dislikes or fears. 


sheet! noun 1 rectangular piece of cotton etc. as 
part of bedclothes. 2 broad thin flat piece of 
paper, metal, etc. 3 wide expanse of glass, ice, 
water, flame, etc. © verb 1 cover (as) with sheet. 
2(of rain etc.) fall in sheets. o sheet metal metal 
rolled or hammered etc. into thin sheets. sheet 
music music published in separate sheets. 

noun 2 folio, leaf, page. 3 (sheet of glass) pane, 

panel, plate; (sheet of ice, water, etc.) area, 

blanket, coating, covering, expanse, film, lamina, 

layer, membrane, skin, surface, veneer. 


sheet? noun rope at lower corner of sail to 
control it. o sheet anchor 1 emergency anchor. 
2 person or thing depended on as last hope. 

sheikh [Setk/ noun 4 chief or head of Arab tribe, 
family, or village. 2 Muslim leader. 

sheila /‘Si:la/ noun Australian & NZ slang girl, 
young woman. 

shekel /'fek(ə)l/ noun 1 chief monetary unit of 
Israel. 2 historical weight and coin in ancient 
Israel etc. 3 (in plural) colloquial money. 

shelduck /‘Seldak/ noun (plural same or -s; 
masculine sheldrake, plural same or -s) brightly 
coloured wild duck. 

shelf noun (plural shelves) 1 wooden etc. board 
projecting from wall or forming part of bookcase 
or cupboard. 2 ledge on cliff face etc. 3 reef, sand- 
bank. con the shelf 1 (of woman) considered 
past marriageable age. 2 put aside. shelf-life 
time for which stored thing remains usable. 
shelf mark code on book to show its place in 


| u 1 ledge, mantelpiece; (shelves) shelving. 


sheepish | shibboleth 


J 1 hard outer case of many molluscs, 
tortoise, egg, nut-kernel, seed, etc. 2 explosive 
artillery projectile. 3 hollow container for fire- 
works, cartridges, etc. 4 light racing boat. 5 
framework of vehicle etc. 6 walls of unfinished 
or gutted building etc. @ verb 1 remove shell or 
pod from. 2 fire shells at. a come out of one’s 
shell become less shy. shellfish 1 aquatic 
mollusc with shell. 2 crustacean. shell out collo- 
quial pay (money). shell-shock nervous break- 
down _ caused by warfare. shell-shocked 
adjective. u shell-like adjective. 

u noun 1 carapace (of tortoise), case, casing, 
covering, crust, exterior, hull, husk, outside, pod. 

2 cartridge, projectile. @ verb 2 barrage, bomb, 
bombard, fire at, shoot at, strafe. o shellfish 
bivalve, crustacean, mollusc. 


she'll /Si:1/ she will; she shall. 


shellac /fa'lek/ noun resin used for making 
varnish. © verb (-ck-) varnish with shellac. 


shelter /'feltə/ noun 1 protection from danger, 
bad weather, etc. 2 place providing this. 3 thing 
providing protection or serving as shield. @ verb 
1 act or serve as shelter to; shield. 2 take shelter. 
o sheltered adjective. 
m noun 4 cover, protection, refuge, safety, 
sanctuary, security. 2 accommodation, asylum, 
haven, home, house, housing, hut, lee, lodging, 
refuge, resting place, sanctuary. 3 barrier, cover, 
fence, roof, screen, shield, umbrella. © verb 1 
defend, enclose, guard, harbour, hide, keep safe, 
protect, safeguard, screen, secure, shade, shield. 
o sheltered see QUIET adjective 5. 


shelve verb (-ving) 1 putaside, esp. temporarily. 
2 put on shelf. 3 provide with shelves. 4 (of 
ground) slope. 


u 1 defer, hold in abeyance, lay aside, postpone, 

| put off. 4 see SLOPE verb 1. 

shelving noun 1 shelves. 2 material for shelves. 

shepherd /‘Sepad/ noun (feminine shep- 
herdess) 1 person who tends sheep. 2 pastor. 
everb 1 tend (sheep). 2 marshal or guide like 
sheep. o shepherd's pie minced meat baked 
with covering of (esp. mashed) potato. 

sherbet /'J3:bat/ noun flavoured effervescent 
powder or drink. 

sherd noun potsherd. 

sheriff /‘Sertf/ noun 4 (also High Sheriff) chief 
executive officer of Crown in county, adminis- 
teringjusticeetc.2 US chieflaw-enforcing officer 
of county. 3 (also sheriff-depute) Scottish chief 
judge of county or district. 

sherry /‘Sert/ noun ( plural -ies) fortified wine 
originally from Spain. 

she's /Si:2/ 1 she is. 2 she has. 

Shetland pony /‘Setland/ noun pony of small 
hardy breed. 

shew archaic = SHOW. 

shiatsu /Sretsu:/ noun Japanese therapy in- 
volving pressure on specific points of body. 
shibboleth /'fibəle0/ noun long-standing 


shied | shipping 


formula, doctrine, phrase, etc. espoused by party 
or sect. 


shied past & past participle of suv”. 


shield /Ji:ld/ noun 1 piece of defensive armour 
held in front of body when fighting. 2 person or 
thing giving protection. 3 shield-shaped trophy. 
4 protective plate or screen in machinery etc. 5 
representation of shield for displaying person’s 
coat of arms. © verb protect, screen. 
a noun 2 barrier, bulwark, defence, guard, 
protection, safeguard, screen, shelter. 5 
escutcheon. © verb cover, defend, guard, keep 
i safe, protect, safeguard, screen, shade, shelter. 


shier comparative of sxx’. 
shiest superlative of suy'. 


shift verb 1 (cause to) change or move from one 
position to another. 2 remove, esp. with effort. 3 
slang hurry. 4 US change (gear). © noun 1 shift- 
ing. 2 relay of workers. 3 period for which they 
work. 4 device, expedient, trick. 5 woman’s loose 
straight dress. 6 displacement of spectral line. 7 
key on keyboard for switching between lower 
and upper case etc. 8 US gear lever in motor 
vehicle. o make shift manage; get along. shift 
for oneself rely on one’s own efforts. shift one’s 
ground alter stance in argument etc. 
u verb 1 adjust, alter, budge, change, displace, 
move, reposition, switch, transfer, transpose. 2 
budge, dislodge, get rid of, remove. @ noun 1 
adjustment, alteration, change, move, switch, 
transfer, transposition. 2 crew, gang, group, team, 
workforce. 3 period, stint. o shift for oneself see 
MANAGE 3. 


shiftless adjective lacking resourcefulness; 
lazy. o shiftlessness noun. 

n idle, indolent, ineffective, inefficient, inept, 

irresponsible, lazy, unambitious, unenterprising. 


shifty adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial evasive, 
deceitful. 

u artful, canny, crafty, cunning, deceitful, 

designing, devious, dishonest, evasive, foxy, 

furtive, scheming, secretive, shady, slippery, sly, 

treacherous, tricky, untrustworthy, wily. 


Shiite /‘Si:art/ noun member of esp. Iranian 
branch of Islam opposed to Sunnis. © adjective of 
this branch. 


shillelagh /frlel1/ noun Irish cudgel. 
shilling /‘Sum/ noun 4 historical former British 
coin and monetary unit, worth 1/20 of pound. 2 
monetary unit in some other countries. 

shilly-shally /'‘SirSelt/ verb (-ies, -ied) be unde- 
cided, vacillate. 


shimmer /'fımə/ verb shine tremulously or 
faintly. @ noun tremulous or faint light. 


| m verb flicker, glimmer, glisten, ripple, shine. 


shin zoun 1 front of leg below knee. 2 cut of beef 
from this part. @ verb (-nn-) (usually + up, down) 
mmap quickly using arms and legs. D shin-bone 
tibia. 
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shindig /‘Smdig/ noun (also shindy) colloquial 1 
lively noisy party: 2 brawl, disturbance. 


shine verb (-ning; past & past participle shone 
/Son/ or shined) 1 emit or reflect light; be bright: 
glow. 2 (of sun, star, etc.) be visible. 3 cause to 
shine. 4 be brilliant; excel. 5 (past and past parti- 
ciple shined) polish. © noun 1 light, brightness, 
2 polish, lustre. a take a shine to colloquial take 
aliking to. 
n verb 1 beam, be luminous, blaze, coruscate, 
dazzle, flare, flash, glare, gleam, glint, glisten, 
glitter, glow, phosphoresce, radiate, reflect, 
scintillate, shed light, shimmer, sparkle, twinkle, 4 
be brilliant, be clever, do well, excel, make one's 
mark, stand out. 5 brush, buff, burnish, clean, 
polish. © noun brightness, burnish, coruscation, 
glaze, gleam, glint, gloss, glow, luminosity, lustre, 
patina, phosphorescence, polish, radiance, 
sheen, shimmer, sparkle. 


shiner noun colloquial black eye. 


shingle’ /'Smg(e)l/ noun small rounded pebbles 
on seashore. o shingly adjective. 


| a gravel, pebbles, stones. 


shingle? /'fmg(0)l/ noun 1 rectangular wooden 
tile used on roofs etc. 2 archaic shingled hair. 
© verb (-ling) 1 roof with shingles. 2 archaic cut 
(woman's hair) short and tapering. 


shingles /'fmg(@)lz/ plural noun (usually 
treated as singular) painful viral infection of 
nerves with rash, esp. round waist. 


Shinto /‘Smtau/ noun (also Shintoism) Japanese 
religion with worship of ancestors and 
nature-spirits. 

shinty /‘Smtt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 game resem- 
bling hockey. 2 stick or ball for this. 

shiny adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 having shine. 2 (of 

clothing) with nap worn off. E: 

| m 1 bright, brilliant, burnished, gleaming, 

glistening, glossy, glowing, luminous, lustrous, 

phosphorescent, polished, reflective, shimmering, 
shining, sleek, smooth. 


ship noun 1 large seagoing vessel. 2 US aircraft. 
3 spaceship. 4 colloquial boat. © verb (-pp-) 1 
transport, esp. in ship. 2 take in (water) over 
ship’s side etc. 3 lay (oars) at bottom of boat. 4 fix 
(rudder etc.) in place. 5 embark. 6 be hired to 
work on ship. oshipmate fellow member of 
ship’s crew. ship off send away. shipshape trim, 
neat, tidy. shipwreck @ moun 1 destruction of 
ship by storm or collision etc. 2 ship SO 
destroyed. © verb (usually in passive) cause to 
suffer this. shipwright 1 shipbuilder. 2 ships 
carpenter. shipyard place where ships are built. 


m noun 4 boat, craft. © verb 1 carry, convey, 
deliver, ferry, move, send, transport. 
shipment noun 1 goods shipped. 2 act of ship- 
ping goods etc. 
shipper noun person or company that ships 
goods. 


shipping noun 1 transport of goods etc. 2 ships 
collectively. 
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shire /Sate/ noun county. o shire horse heavy 
powerful horse. 
shirk verb avoid (duty, work, etc.). ashirker 


noun. 
n avoid, dodge, evade, get out of, neglect, shun; 
| (shirk work) malinger, slang skive, colloquial 
slack. 


shirr noun elasticated gathered threads forming 
smocking. © verb gather (material) with parallel 
threads. o shirring noun. 


shirt noun upper-body garment of cotton etc., 
usually with sleeves and collar. oin shirt- 
sleeves not wearing jacket. shirt dress, shirt- 
waister dress with bodice like shirt. 


shirty adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial annoyed. 
o shirtily adverb. shirtiness noun. 


shish kebab /Sif/ noun pieces of meat and 
vegetables grilled on skewer. 


shiver" /‘Siva/ verb tremble with cold, fear, etc. 
@noun 1 momentary shivering movement. 2 
(the shivers) attack of shivering. oshivery 
adjective. . 

u verb quake, quaver, quiver, shake, shudder, 

tremble, twitch, vibrate. © noun 1 flutter, frisson, 

quiver, shake, shudder, tremor, vibration. 


shiver? /'frvə/ noun (esp. in plural) small frag- 
ment, splinter. © verb break into shivers. 


shoal’ noun multitude, esp. of fish swimming 
together. © verb form shoal(s). 


shoal? noun 1 area of shallow water. 2 sub- 
merged sandbank. overb (of water) become 
shallow. 


shock' noun 1 violent collision, impact, etc. 2 
(thing causing) sudden and disturbing emotional 
effect. 3 acute prostration following wound, pain, 
etc. 4 electric shock. 5 disturbance in stability 
of organization etc. © verb 1 horrify, outrage. 2 
cause shock. 3 affect with electric or pathological 
shock. o shock absorber device on vehicle etc. 
for absorbing shock and vibration. shockproof 
resistant to effects of shock. shock therapy elec- 
troconvulsive therapy. shock wave moving 
region of high air pressure caused by explosion 
etc. o shockable adjective. 

m noun 1 blow, collision, impact, jolt, thud. 2 

bombshell, dismay, distress, fright, surprise, 

thunderbolt, upset. 3 trauma. © verb 1 appal, 
disgust, horrify, nauseate, offend, outrage, repel, 
revolt, scandalize, sicken. 2 alarm, amaze, 
astonish, astound, confound, daze, dismay, 
distress, dumbfound, frighten, colloquial give 

(person) a turn, jar, jolt, numb, paralyse, petrify, 

rock, scare, shake, stagger, startle, stun, stupefy, 

Surprise, colloquial throw, traumatize, unnerve. 


Shock? noun unkempt or shaggy mass of hair. 


Shocker noun colloquial 1 shocking person or 
thing. 2 sensational novel etc. 

Shocking adjective 1 causing shock; scandal- 
ous. 2 colloquial very bad. o shocking pink 
vibrant shade of pink. o shockingly adverb. 


shod past & past participle of SHOE. 


shire | shop 


shoddy /'Sodi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 4 rl 
made or done. 2 counterfeit. o RTN pier 
shoddiness noun. 

a 1 careless, cheap, flimsy, gimcrack, inferior, 

jerry-built, meretricious, messy, nasty, negligent, 
poor, rubbishy, second-rate, shabby, slipshod, 

sloppy, slovenly, colloquial tacky, colloquial tatty, 

tawdry, esp. US trashy, untidy. 


shoe /fu:/ noun 1 foot-covering of leather etc., 
esp. one not reaching above ankle. 2 protective 
metal rim for horse’s hoof. 3 thing like shoe in 
shape or use, e.g. brake shoe. @ verb (shoes, 
shoeing; past & past participle shod) fit with 
shoe(s). o -shod having shoes of specified kind. 
shoehorn curved implement for easing heel into 
shoe. shoelace cord for lacing shoe. shoemaker 
person who makes shoes. shoestring 1 shoelace. 
2 colloquial small esp. inadequate amount of 
money. shoe-tree shaped block for keeping shoe 
in shape. 


shone past & past participle of SHINE. 


shoo interjection: used to frighten animals etc. 
away. overb (shoos, shooed) 1 utter such 
sound. 2 (usually + away) drive away thus. 


shook past of SHAKE. 


shoot /Su:t/ verb (past & past participle shot) 1 
cause (weapon) to discharge missile. 2 (often + 
at) discharge (arrow, bullet, etc.).3 kill or wound 
with bullet, arrow, etc. 4 send out or discharge 
rapidly. 5 come or go swiftly or suddenly. 6 (of 
plant) put forth buds etc. 7 (of bud etc.) appear. 8 
hunt game etc. with gun. 9 film, photograph. 10 
esp. Football score or take shot at (goal). 11 (often 
+ up) slang inject (drug). © noun 1 young branch 
or sucker. 2 hunting party or expedition. 3 land 
on which game is shot. o shooting gallery place 
for shooting at targets with rifles etc. shooting 
star small rapidly moving meteor. shooting 
stick walking stick with foldable seat. 

u verb 1,2 discharge, fire, let fly. 2 (shoot af) 

colloquial blast, bombard, fire on, open fire on, 

shell, snipe at, strafe, take pot-shots at. 3 gun 
down, hit, kill. 5 bolt, dart, dash, fly, hurtle, leap, 
race, run, rush, speed, spring, streak. 6, 7 bud, 
burgeon, develop, flourish, grow, put out shoots, 
spring up, sprout. © noun 1 branch, bud, offshoot, 
sprout, sucker. 


shop noun 1 place for retail sale of goods or ser- 
vices. 2 act of shopping. 3 place for making or 
repairing something. 4 colloquial place of busi- 
ness etc. @ verb (-pp-) 1 go to shop(s) to make 
purchases. 2 slang inform against. oshop 
around look for best bargain. shop assistan*® 
person serving in shop. shop floor 1 production 
area in factory etc. 2 workers as distinct from 
ment. shopkeeper owner or manager 
of shop. shoplift steal goods while appearing 
to shop. shoplifter noun. shoplifting noun. 
shop-soiled soiled or faded by display in shop. 
shop steward elected representative of workers 
in factory etc. shopwalker supervisor in large 
shop. talk shop talk about one’s occupation. 
o shopper noun. 


shopping | shot 


u noun 1 boutique, cash and carry, emporium, 
establishment, outlet, retailer, esp. US store, 
supermarket. o shopkeeper dealer, esp. US & 
Scottish merchant, retailer, stockist, US 
storekeeper, supplier, trader, tradesman. 

uo shopper buyer, customer, patron. 


shopping noun 1 purchase of goods. 2 goods 
bought. o shopping centre area containing 
many shops. 


| m 2 goods, purchases. O shopping centre 
arcade, complex, hypermarket, mall, precinct. 
shore’ noun 1 land adjoining sea, lake, etc. 2 


(usually in plural) country. o on shore ashore. 
shoreline line where shore meets water. 


m 1 bank, beach, coast, edge, foreshore, sands, 
seashore, seaside, strand. 


shore? verb (-ring) (often + up) support (as if) 
with prop(s) or beam(s). 


| m (shore up) see SUPPORT verb 1,2. 


shorn past participle of SHEAR. 
short adjective 1 measuring little from end to 
end or from head to foot. 2 not lasting long. 3 
(usually + of, on) deficient; scanty. 4 concise, 
brief. 5 curt, uncivil. 6 (of memory) unable to 
remember distant events. 7 (of vowel or syllable) 
having the lesser of two recognized durations. 8 
(of pastry) easily crumbled. 9 (of a drink of 
spirits) undiluted. © adverb 1 before the natural 
or expected time or place; abruptly. 2 rudely. 
@noun 1 short circuit. 2 colloquial short drink. 
3 short film. @ verb short-circuit. o short back 
and sides short simple haircut. shortbread, 
shortcake rich crumbly biscuit or cake made 
of flour, butter, and sugar. short-change cheat, 
esp. by giving insufficient change. short circuit 
electric circuit through small resistance, esp. 
instead of through normal circuit. short-circuit 
verb1 cause short circuit in. 2 have short circuit. 
3 shorten or avoid by taking short cut. short- 
coming deficiency, defect. short cut path or 
course shorter than usual or normal. shortfall 
deficit. short-handed, -staffed understaffed. 
shorthorn animal of breed of cattle with short 
horns. short list list of candidates from whom 
final selection will be made. short-list verb put on 
short list. short-lived ephemeral. short-range 1 
having short range. 2 relating to immediate 
future. short shrift curt or dismissive treatment. 
short sight inability to focus except at close 
range. short-tempered easily angered. short- 
term of or for a short period of time. short- 
winded easily becoming breathless. o shorten 
verb. shortness noun. 
m adjective 1 diminutive, dumpy, dwarfish, little, 
midget, petite, colloquial pint-sized, slight, small, 
squat, stubby, stumpy, stunted, tiny, esp. Scottish 
wee. 2 brief, cursory, curtailed, ephemeral, 
fleeting, momentary, passing, quick, short-lived, 
temporary, transient, transitory. 3 deficient, 
inadequate, insufficient, lacking, limited, low, 
meagre, scanty, scarce, sparse, wanting. 4 
abbreviated, abridged, compact, concise, cut, 
pocket, pocket-sized, shortened, succinct. 5 
abrupt, bad-tempered, blunt, brusque, cross, curt, 
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gruff, grumpy, impolite, irritable, laconic, sharp, 
colloquial snappy, taciturn, terse, testy, uncivil, 
unfriendly, unkind, unsympathetic. 

o shortcoming bad habit, defect, deficiency, 
drawback, failing, failure, fault, flaw, foible, 
imperfection, limitation, vice, weakness, weak 
point. short-tempered abrupt, acerbic, brusque, 
crabby, cross, crusty, curt, gruff, irascible, irritable, 
peevish, peremptory, shrewish, colloquial snappy, 
testy, touchy, waspish. o shorten abbreviate, 
abridge, compress, condense, curtail, cut, cut 
down, cut short, diminish, dock, lop, précis, prune, 
reduce, shrink, summarize, take up (clothes), 
telescope, trim, truncate. 


shortage noun (often + of ) deficiency; lack. 
m absence, dearth, deficiency, deficit, 
insufficiency, lack, paucity, poverty, scarcity, 
shortfall, want. 


shortening noun fat for pastry. 


shorthand /'Jo:thzend/ noun 1 method of rapid 
writing using special symbols. 2 abbreviated or 
symbolic mode of expression. o shorthand 
typist typist qualified to take and transcribe 
shorthand. 


shortly adverb 1 (often + before, after) soon. 2 
curtly. 


a 1 archaic anon, before long, by and by, directly, 
presently, soon. 


shorts plural noun 1 trousers reaching to knees 
or higher. 2 US underpants. 


short-sighted adjective 1 having short sight. 
2 lacking imagination or foresight. o short- 
sightedly adverb. short-sightedness noun. 

@ 1 myopic, near-sighted. 2 improvident, 

unadventurous, unimaginative. 


shot! noun 1 firing of gun etc. 2 attempt to hit by 
shooting or throwing etc. 3 single missile for gun 
etc. 4 (plural same or -s) small lead pellet of 
which several are used for single charge. 5 
(treated as plural) these collectively. 6 photo- 
graph. 7 film sequence. 8 stroke or kick in ball 
game. 9 colloquial attempt, guess. 10 person of 
specified skill in shooting. 11 heavy metal ball 
thrown in shot-put. 12 colloquial drink of spirits. 
13 colloquial injection of drug etc. o shotgun 
gun for firing small shot at short range. shotgun 
wedding colloquial wedding enforced because of 
bride’s pregnancy. shot in the arm colloquial 1 
stimulus, encouragement. 2 alcoholic drink. 
shot in the dark mere guess. shot-put athletic 
contest in which shot is thrown. shot-putter 
noun. 
m 1 bang, blast, crack, discharge, explosion, 
report. 3 ball, bullet, missile, pellet, projectile, 
round, slug. 6 angle, photograph, picture, snap, 
snapshot. 9 attempt, chance, colloquial crack, 
endeavour, go, colloquial stab, try. 10 marksman, 
markswoman, sharpshooter. 


shot? past & past participle of sHoor. © adjective 
woven so as to show different colours at differen 
angles. 
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should /Sud/ auxiliary verb (8rd singular present 
should) 1 used in reported speech. 2 expressing 
obligation, likelihood, or tentative suggestion. 3 
used to form conditional clause or (in Ist person) 
conditional mood. 

shoulder /‘Saulda/ noun 1 part of body to which 
arm, foreleg, or wing is attached. 2 either of two 
projections below neck. 3 animal’s upper foreleg 
as joint of meat. 4 (also in plural) shoulder 
regarded as supportive, comforting, etc. 5 strip 
of land next to road. 6 part of garment covering 
shoulder. © verb 1 push with shoulder. 2 make 
one’s way thus. 3 take on (burden, responsibility, 
etc.) o shoulder bag bag that can be hung from 
shoulder. shoulder blade either flat bone of 
upper back. shoulder-length (of hair etc.) reach- 
ing to shoulders. shoulder pad pad in garment 
to bulk out shoulder. shoulder to shoulder 1 side 
by side. 2 with united effort. shoulder strap 1 
strap going over shoulder from front to back 
of garment. 2 strap suspending bag etc. from 
shoulder. 

shouldn’t /‘Sud(a)nt/ should not. 

shout /favt/ verb 1 speak or cry loudly. 2 say or 
express loudly. © noun loud cry calling attention 
or expressing joy, defiance, approval, etc. 
o shout down reduce to silence by shouting. 

u verb bawl, bellow, slang belt out, call, cheer, 

clamour, cry out, exclaim, howl, rant, roar, scream, 

screech, shriek, vociferate, whoop, yell, yelp, yowl. 


shove /fav/ verb (-ving) 1 push, esp. vigorously 
or roughly. 2 colloquial put casually. © noun act 
of shoving. u shove-halfpenny form of shovel- 
board played with coins etc. on table. shove off 
1 start from shore, mooring, etc. in boat. 2 slang 
depart. 
a verb 1 barge into, crowd, drive, elbow, hustle, 
mpa jostle, nudge, press, prod, push, shoulder, 
rust. : 


shovel /'fav(ə)l/ noun spadelike scoop used to 
shift earth orcoaletc. © verb(-Il-; US-I-)move(as) 
with shovel. o shovelboard game played esp. on 
hips deck by pushing discs over marked 
surface. F 


| m verb clear, dig, scoop, shift. 


Shoveller /‘Savale/ noun (also shoveler) duck 
With shovel-like beak. 


show /Jau/ verb (past participle shown or 
showed) 1 be seen. 2 allow or cause to be seen; 
Manifest. 3 exhibit; offer for inspection. 4 
express or indicate (one’s feelings). 5 accord, 
grant (favour, mercy, etc.). 6 (of feelings etc.) be 
manifest. 7 instruct by example; make under- 
Stood. 8 demonstrate, prove. 9 present image 
of. 10 (often + in, round, etc.) conduct, lead. 11 
colloquial appear, arrive. @ noun 1 showing. 
2 spectacle, exhibition, display. 3 public enter- 
tainment or performance. 4 outward appear- 
ance; impression produced. 5 ostentation; mere 
display. 6 colloguial undertaking, business. 
O good (or bad or poor) show! colloquial that 
was well (or badly) done. showbiz colloquial 
show business. show business colloquial the 
entertainment profession. showcase glass case 


should | showy 


or event for displaying goods or exhibits. show- 
down final test or confrontation. show house, 
flat furnished and decorated new house or flat on 
show to prospective buyers. showjumping com- 
petitive jumping on horseback. show off 41 
display to advantage. 2 colloquial act preten- 
tiously. show-off noun colloquial person who 
shows off. show of hands raised hands indicat- 
ing vote for or against. show-piece excellent 
specimen suitable for display. showroom room 
where goods are displayed for sale. show trial 
judicial trial designed to frighten or impress the 
public. show up 1 make or be visible or conspicu- 
ous. 2 expose. 3 humiliate. 4 colloquial appear or 
arrive, show willing show willingness to help 
etc. 

m verb 1 appear, be seen, be visible, catch the eye, 
come out, emerge, make an appearance, colloquial 
materialize, peep (through), stand out, stick out. 2, 
3 bare, display, exhibit, expose, make public, 
manifest, open up, present, produce, reveal, 
uncover. 4 betray, demonstrate, disclose, divulge, 
express, indicate, lay bare, make public, manifest, 
reveal. 5 accord, bestow, confer, grant, treat with. 
6 be apparent, be manifest, be seen. 7 clarify, 
describe, elucidate, explain, instruct, teach, tell. 8 
attest, bear out, confirm, corroborate, 
demonstrate, evince, exemplify, manifest, point 
out, prove, substantiate, verify, witness. 9 depict, 
give a picture of, illustrate, picture, portray, 
represent, symbolize. 10 conduct, direct, escort, 
guide, indicate, lead, steer, usher. © noun 2 
demonstration, display, exhibition, exposition, fair, 
pageant, presentation, spectacle. 3 drama, 
entertainment, performance, play, presentation, 
production. 4 appearance, demonstration, 
façade, illusion, impression, pose, pretence, 
threat. 5 affectation, exhibitionism, flamboyance, 
ostentation, pretentiousness, showing off. 

o showdown confrontation, crisis. show off2 see 
BOAST verb 1. show-off colloquial big-head, 
boaster, braggart, egotist, exhibitionist, poser, 
poseur, swaggerer. show up 3 see HUMILIATE. 4 
see ARRIVE 1. 


shower /‘Sava/ noun 1 brief fall of rain, snow, 
etc. 2 brisk flurry of bullets, dust, etc. 3 sudden 
copious arrival of gifts, honours, etc. 4 (also 
shower-bath) bath or cubicle in which water is 
sprayed from above. @verb 1 descend, send, or 
give in shower. 2 take shower-bath. 3 (+ upon, 
with) bestow lavishly. o showery adjective. 

a noun 4 douche. © verb 1 deluge, drop, rain, 

spatter, splash, spray, sprinkle. 3 (shower with) 

bestow, heap, inundate with, lavish, load with, 

overwhelm with. 


showing noun 1 display. 2 quality of perform- 
ance, achievement, etc. 3 evidence; putting of 
case etc. 

shown past participle of SHOW. 

showy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 gaudy. 2 striking. 
o showily adverb. showiness noun. 

n bright, conspicuous, elaborate, fancy, 

flamboyant, flashy, florid, fussy, garish, gaudy, 

lavish, loud, lurid, ornate, ostentatious, over the 

top, pretentious, striking, trumpery, vulgar. 


shrank | shut 


shrank past of sHRINK. 
shrapnel /‘Jrzpn(a)l/ noun fragments of 
exploded bomb etc. 
shred noun 1 scrap, fragment. 2 least amount. 
© verb (-dd-) tear, cut, etc. to shreds. u shredder 
noun. 
a noun 1 bit, fragment, piece, remnant, scrap, 
sliver, snippet, strip; (shreds) rags, ribbons, 
tatters. 2 atom, bit, fragment, grain, hint, iota, jot, 
scintilla, speck, trace. © verb destroy, grate, rip up, 
tear. 


shrew noun 1 small long-snouted mouselike 
animal. 2 bad-tempered or scolding woman. 
o shrewish adjective. 

shrewd adjective astute; clever. uo shrewdly 
adverb. shrewdness noun. 

m acute, artful, astute, calculating, canny, clever, 

crafty, cunning, discerning, discriminating, foxy, 

ingenious, intelligent, knowing, observant, 

perceptive, percipient, perspicacious, 

quick-witted, sage, sharp, sly, smart, wily, wise. 


shriek noun shrill cry or sound. © verb 1 make 
a shriek. 2 say in shrill tones. 


a noun & verb cry, scream, screech, squawk, 
squeal. 


shrike noun bird with strong hooked beak. 

shrill adjective piercing and high-pitched. © verb 
sound or utter shrilly. o shrillness noun. shrilly 
adverb. 

a adjective ear-splitting, high, high-pitched, 
jarring, penetrating, piercing, piping, screaming, 
screeching, sharp, shrieking, strident, treble, 
whistling. 


shrimp noun (plural same or -s) 1 small edible 
crustacean. 2 colloquial very small person. 


shrine noun 1 sacred or revered place. 2 casket 
or tomb holding relics. 
m 1 altar, chapel, church, holy of holies, holy place, 
place of worship, sanctum. 2 casket, reliquary, 
tomb. 


shrink verb (past shrank; past participle shrunk 
or (esp. as adjective) shrunken) 1 become or 
make smaller, esp. by action of moisture, heat, 
or cold. 2 (usually + from) recoil, flinch. © noun 
slang psychiatrist. oshrink-wrap enclose 


it. 
m verb 1 contract, decrease, diminish, dwindle, 
lessen, narrow, reduce, shorten, shrivel. 2 back 
off, cower, cringe, flinch, hang back, quail, recoil, 
retire, shy away, wince, withdraw. 


shrinkage noun 1 process or degree of 
shrinking. 2 allowance for loss by theft or 
wastage. 

shrivel /'frıv(ə)l/ verb (-ll-; US -I-) contract into 
wrinkled or dried-up state. 

m become parched, become wizened, curl (up), 

dehydrate, desiccate, droop, dry out, dry up, 

shrink, wilt, wither, wrinkle. 


shroud /Jraud/ noun 1 wrapping for corpse. 2 


(article) in material that shrinks tightly round 
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something which conceals. 3 rope supporting 
mast. @ verb 1 clothe (corpse) for burial. 2 cover 
disguise. k 
a noun 1 winding-sheet. 2 blanket, cloak, cloud, 

cover, mantle, mask, pall, veil. © verb camouflage, 
cloak, conceal, cover, disguise, enshroud, j 
envelop, hide, mask, screen, swathe, veil, wrap up. 


Shrove Tuesday /Srəvv/ noun day before Ash 
Wednesday. 


shrub noun woody plant smaller than tree and 
usually branching from near ground. o shrubby 
adjective. 


| m bush. 


shrubbery noun (plural-ies) area planted with 
shrubs. 

shrug verb (-gg-) draw up (shoulders) moment- 
arily as gesture of indifference, ignorance, etc. 
@noun shrugging movement. oshrug off 
dismiss as unimportant by or as if by shrugging. 


shrunk (also shrunken) past participle of sHrink. 


shudder /'fadə/ verb 1 shiver from fear, cold, 
etc. 2 feel strong repugnance, fear, etc. 3 vibrate. 
@ noun act of shuddering. 
a verb 1 convulse, jerk, quake, quiver, shake, 
shiver, squirm, tremble. 3 judder, rattle, shake, 
vibrate. 


shuffle /‘Saf(a)l/ verb (-ling) 1 drag or slide (feet) 
in walking. 2 mix up or rearrange (esp. cards). 3 
be evasive. 4 keep shifting one’s position. © noun 
1 shuffling action or movement. 2 change of 
relative positions. 3 shuffling dance. o shuffle 
off remove; get rid of. 

m verb 1 drag one's feet, scrape, shamble, slide. 2 

confuse, disorganize, intermix, intersperse, 

jumble, mix, mix up, rearrange, reorganize. 


shufti /‘Suftt/ noun (plural -s) colloquial look, 
glimpse. 

shun verb (-nn-) avoid; keep clear of. 

m avoid, disdain, formal eschew, flee, give the 

cold shoulder to, keep clear of, rebuff, reject, shy 

away from, spurn, steer clear of, turn away from. 


shunt verb 1 move (train etc.) to another track. 
2 (of train) be shunted. 3 redirect. © noun 1 
shunting, being shunted. 2 conductor joining 
two points in electric circuit for diversion of 
current. 3 slang collision of vehicles. 


shush /JoS/ interjection & verb hush. 


shut verb (-tt-; past & past participle shut) 1 move 
(door, window, lid, etc.) into position to block 
opening. 2 shut door etc. of. 3 become or be 
capable of being shut. 4 become or make closed 
for trade. 5 fold or contract (book, hand, 
telescope). 6 bar access to (place). o shut down 1 
close. 2 cease working. shut-eye colloquial sleep. 
shut in confine; encircle. shut off 1 stop flow of 
(water, gas, etc.). 2 separate. shut one’s eyes (o 
ears or heart or mind) to refuse to or preten 
not to see (or hear or feel sympathy for or think 
about). shut out 1 exclude. 2 screen from view. 
prevent. shut up 1 close all doors and windows 
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of. 2 imprison. 3 put away in box etc. 4 (esp. in 
imperative) colloquial stop talking. 

a 1-3 bolt, close, fasten, latch, lock, seal, secure, 
slam. o shut in see CONFINE 1, IMPRISON 2. shut 
off 2 see ISOLATE 1,2. shut out 1 see EXCLUDE 1. 
shut up 2 see CONFINE 1, IMPRISON 1—2. 4 see 
SILENCE verb. 


shutter noun 1 movable hinged cover for 
window. 2 device for exposing film in camera. 
© verb provide or close with shutter(s). 


| m noun 1 blind, louvre, screen. 


shuttle /'fat(ə)l/ noun 1 part of loom which 
carries weft-thread between threads of warp. 2 
thread-carrier for lower thread in sewing 
machine. 3 train, bus, aircraft, etc. used’ in 
shuttle service. 4 space shuttle. @ verb (-ling) 
(cause to) move to and fro like shuttle. o shuttle- 
cock cork with ring of feathers, or similar plastic 
device, struck to and fro in badminton. shuttle 
diplomacy negotiations conducted by mediator 
travelling between disputing parties. shuttle 
service transport system operating to and fro 
over short distance. 


shy' adjective (-er, -est) 1 timid and nervous in 
company; self-conscious. 2 easily startled. @ verb 
(shies, shied) (usually + at) (esp. of horse) start 
back or aside in fright. © noun sudden startled 
movement. o-shy showing fear or dislike of. 
O shyly adverb, shyness noun. : 
a adjective apprehensive, backward, bashful, 
cautious, chary, coy, diffident, hesitant, inhibited, 
introverted, modest, mousy, nervous, reserved, 
reticent, retiring, self-conscious, self-effacing, 
sheepish, timid, timorous, underconfident, wary, 
withdrawn. 


shy’ verb (shies, shied) throw, fling. © noun 
(plural shies) throw, fling. 


l u verb see THROW verb 1,2. 


shyster /‘Satste/ noun colloquial person who 
acts unscrupulously or unprofessionally. 

SI abbreviation international system of units of 
measurement (Systéme International). 

si /si:/ noun Music te. 

Siamese /sate'mi:z/ noun (plural same) 1 
native or language of Siam (now Thailand). 2 
(in full Siamese cat) cat of cream-coloured 
dark-faced short-haired breed with blue eyes. 
@ adjective of Siam. o Siamese twins twins 
joined together at birth. : 

sibilant /‘stbilont/ adjective 1 hissing. 2 sounded 
with hiss. © noun sibilant speech sound or letter. 
O sibilance noun. 

sibling /'sıblm/ noun each of two or more chil- 
dren having one or both parents in common. 

@ brother, sister. 


Sibyl /‘sibil/ noun pagan prophetess. 

Sic adverb used or spelt thus (confirming form of 
quoted words). [Latin] 

Sick adjective 1 vomiting, disposed to vomit. 2 
ill, unwell. 3 (often + of) colloquial disgusted; 
surfeited. 4 colloquial cruel, morbid, perverted, 


shutter | side 


offensive. @ noun colloquial vomit. © verb (esp. 
+ up) colloquial vomit. u sickbay place for sick 
people. sickbed invalid’s bed. sick leave leave 
granted because of illness. sick pay pay given 
apes sick leave. take sick colloquial be taken 


u adjective 1 airsick, bilious, carsick, nauseated, 
nauseous, queasy, seasick, squeamish, vomiting. 
2 afflicted, ailing, bedridden, diseased, ill, 
indisposed, infirm, laid up, poorly, queer, sickly, 
colloquial under the weather, unhealthy, unwell. 3 
(sick of ) annoyed by, bored with, disgusted by, fed 
up with, glutted with, nauseated by, formal sated 
with, sickened by, tired of, weary of. 4 see MORBID 
1. © verb (sick up) see vomit verb 1. 


sicken verb 1 make or become sick, disgusted, 
etc. 2 (often + for) show symptoms of illness. 3 (as 
sickening adjective) disgusting. 4 (as sickening 
adjective) colloquial very annoying. o sicken- 
ingly adverb. ý 

u 1 appal, be sickening to, disgust, nauseate, 

offend, repel, revolt, turn (person's) stomach. 2 

slang catch a bug, fail, fall ill, colloquial take sick, 

weaken; (sicken for) catch, come down with, 

contract. 3 (sickening) see REPULSIVE. 


sickle /'sık(ə)l/ noun short-handled implement 
with semicircular blade for reaping, lopping, etc. 


sickly adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 apt to be ill; weak. 
2 faint, pale. 3 causing sickness; nauseating. 4 
mawkish, weakly sentimental. 

a 1 ailing, anaemic, delicate, drawn, feeble, frail, 

ill, pale, pallid, peaky, unhealthy, unwholesome, 

wan, weak. 3 nasty, nauseating, obnoxious, 

off-putting, unpleasant. 4 cloying, maudlin, 

mawkish, mushy, syrupy. 


sickness noun 1 being ill; disease. 2 vomiting, 
nausea. 


m 1 see ILLNESS 1-2. 2 biliousness, nausea, 
queasiness, vomiting. 


side noun 1 each of inner or outer surfaces of 

object, esp. as distinct from top and bottom or 

front and back or ends. 2 right or left part of 
person’s or animal's body. 3 part of object, place, 

etc. that faces specified direction or that is on 

observer's right or left. 4 either surface of thing 

regarded as having two. 5 aspect of question, 

character, etc. 6 each of sets of opponents in war, 

game, etc. 7 cause or position represented by 
this. 8 part or region near edge. 9 colloquial 
television channel. 10 each of lines bounding 
triangle, rectangle, etc. 11 position nearer or 
farther than, or to right or left of, dividing line. 
42 line of descent through father or mother. 13 
spinning motion given to ball by striking it on 
side. 14 slang swagger; assumption of superior- 
ity. @ adjective of, on, from, or to side. 2 oblique, 
indirect. 3 subordinate, subsidiary, not main. 
e verb (-ding) 1 take side in dispute etc. 2 (+ with) 
be on or join same side as. oon the side 1 as 
sideline. 2 illicitly. 3 US as side dish. sideboard 
table or flat-topped chest with drawers and cup- 
boards for crockery etc. sideboards, sideburns 
short side-whiskers. side by side standing close 
together, esp. for mutual encouragement. 


sidecar passenger car attached to side of 
motorcycle. side drum small double-headed 
drum. side effect secondary (usually un- 
desirable) effect. sidekick colloquial close as- 
sociate. sidelight 1 light from side. 2 small light 
at side of front of vehicle etc. sideline 1 work 
etc. done in addition to one’s main activity. 2 
(usually in plural) line bounding side of sports 
pitch etc. 3 (usually in plural) space just outside 
these for spectators to sit. side-saddle © noun 
saddle for woman riding with both legs on same 
side of horse. © adverb sitting thus on horse. 
sideshow minor show or stall in exhibition, 
fair, etc. sidesman assistant churchwarden. 
side-splitting causing violent laughter. side- 
step © noun step taken sideways. © verb avoid, 
evade. sidetrack divert from course, purpose, 
etc. sidewalk US pavement. side-whiskers hair 
left unshaven on cheeks. take sides support 
either of (usually) two opposing sides in argu- 
mentetc. 

a noun 1 elevation, face, facet, flank, surface. 5 
angle, aspect, facet, perspective, slant, view. 6 
army, camp, faction, interest, party, sect, team. 7 
attitude, point of view, position, school of thought, 
standpoint, view, viewpoint. 8 border, boundary, 
brim, brink, edge, fringe, limit, margin, perimeter, 
rim, verge. © verb 2 (side with) ally with, back, 
favour, form an alliance with, go along with, join up 
with, partner, support, team up with. o sidestep 
verb avoid, circumvent, dodge, evade, skirt round. 
sidetrack deflect, distract, divert. 


sidelong adjective directed to the side. © adverb 
to the side. 


sidereal /sar'diertal/ adjective of or measured or 
determined by stars. 


sideways adverb & adjective‘ to or from aside. 
2 with one side facing forward. 

u adjective crabwise, indirect, lateral, oblique, 

sidelong. 


siding noun short track by side of railway line 
for shunting etc. 

sidle /'saıd(ə)l/ verb (-ling) walk timidly or fur- 
tively. 

siege /si:d3/ noun surrounding and blockading 
of town, castle, etc. o lay siege to conduct siege 
of. raise siege end it. 


| m blockade. o lay siege to see BESIEGE 1,2. 


siemens /'si:manz/ noun (plural same) SI unit 
of electrical conductance. 

sienna /sr'enə/ noun 1 kind of reddish- or 
e LoDo earth used as pigment. 2 its 
colour. 


sierra /srerə/ noun longjagged mountain chain, 
esp. in Spain or Spanish America. 

siesta /sr'estə/ noun afternoon nap or rest in hot 
countries. 


sieve /sıv/ noun utensil with network or perfor- 
ated bottom through which liquids or fine par- 
ticles can pass. © verb (-ving) sift. 
u noun colander, riddle, screen, strainer. @ verb 
see SIFT 1-2. . : 
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sift verb 1 separate with or cause to pass through 
sieve. 2 sprinkle through perforated container. 
3 closely examine details of; analyse. 4 (of snow. 
light, etc.) fall as if from sieve. : 
u 1 filter, riddle, screen, separate, sieve, strain, 2 
sieve, sprinkle. 3 analyse, examine, investigate, 
review, scrutinize, sort out, winnow. 


sigh /sar/ verb 1 emit long deep audible breath in 
sadness, weariness, relief, etc. 2 yearn. 3 express 
with sighs. © noun 1 act of sighing. 2 sound (like 
that) made in sighing. 


| m noun 1 exhalation. 2 moan, sough. 


sight /satt/ noun 1 faculty of seeing. 2 seeing, 
being seen. 3 thing seen. 4 range of vision. 5 
(usually in plural) noteworthy features of a 
place. 6 device for assisting aim with gun or 
observation with telescope etc. 7 aim or observa- 
tion so gained. 8 colloquial unsightly person or 
thing. 9 colloquial great deal. © verb 1 get sight 
of. 2 observe presence of. 3 aim (gun etc.) with 
sight. o at first sight on first glimpse or impres- 
sion. catch sight of begin to see. lose sight of 
cease to see or be aware of. on, at sight as soon 
as person or thing is seen. set one’s sights on 
aim at. sight-read read (music) at sight. 
sight-screen Cricket large white screen placed 
near boundary in line with wicket to help 
batsman see ball. sightseer person visiting . 
sights of place. sightseeing noun. 
m noun 1 eyesight, seeing, vision, visual 
perception. 2 glance, glimpse, look, peep. 3 
display, exhibition, scene, show, spectacle. 4 field 
of vision, gaze, range of vision, view, visibility. 
© verb 1, 2 literary behold, descry, discern, 
distinguish, espy, glimpse, make out, notice, 
observe, perceive, recognize, see, colloquial spot. 
o catch sight of see sEE' 1. sightseer 
globe-trotter, holidaymaker, tourist, tripper, visitor. 


sighted adjective not blind. o -sighted having 
specified vision. 

sightless adjective blind. 

sign /sam/ noun 1 indication of quality, state, 
future event, etc. 2 mark, symbol, etc. 3 motion 
or gesture used to convey information, order, etc. 
4 signboard. 5 each of the 12 divisions of the 
zodiac. © verb 1 write one’s name on (document 
etc.) as authorization. 2 write (one’s name) thus. 
3 communicate by gesture. o sign away or over 
convey (property, rights, etc.) by signing docu- 
ment. signboard board bearing name, symbol, 
etc. displayed outside shop, inn, etc. sign in 1 
sign register on arrival. 2 get (person) admitted 
by signing register. sign language series of signs 
used esp. by deaf or dumb people for communica- 
tion. sign off end contract, work, etc. sign on 
register to obtain unemployment benefit. sign 
out sign register on departing. signpost © noun 
post etc. showing directions of roads. © verb 
provide with signpost(s). sign up 1 engage 
(person). 2 enlist in armed forces. 3 comm 
(person or oneself) by signing; enrol. signwriter 
person who paints signboards etc. 

m noun 1 augury, clue, forewarning, colloquial 

give-away, hint, indication, indicator, intimation, 

manifestation, marker, omen, pointer, portent, 
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presage, proof, reminder, signal, spoor (ofanimal), 
suggestion, symptom, token, trace, vestige, 
warning. 2 badge, brand, cipher, device, emblem, 
flag, hieroglyph, ideogram, ideograph, insignia, 
logo, mark, monogram, rebus, symbol, trade mark. 
4 advertisement, notice, placard, poster, 
signboard. © verb 1, 2 autograph, countersign, 
endorse, inscribe, write. 3 see SIGNAL' verb. 

o sign away or over see TRANSFER Verb 1,2. sign 
off see FINISH Verb 1. sign up 2 see ENLIST 1. 
signpost noun pointer, road sign, sign. 


signal /'sıgn(ə)l/ noun 1 sign, esp. pre-arranged 
one, conveying information or direction. 2 
message of such signs. 3 event which causes 
immediate activity. 4 Electricity transmitted 
impulses or radio waves. 5 Electricity sequence 
of these. 6 device on railway giving instructions 
or warnings to train drivers etc. © verb (-ll-; US 
-I-) 1 make signal(s) (to). 2 (often + to do) trans- 
mit, announce, or direct by signal(s). o signal 
box building from which railway signals are con- 
trolled. signalman railway signal operator. 

m noun 1 communication, cue, gesticulation, 

gesture, go-ahead, indication, indicator, motion, 

nod, password, sign, tip-off, token, warning, wave, 

wink. 4 emission, output, transmission, waves. 

© verb beckon, communicate, flag, gesticulate, 

gesture, indicate, motion, nod, notify, semaphore, 

sign, wave, wink. 


signal? /'sign(2)l/ adjective remarkable, note- 
worthy. o signally adverb. 


signalize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 make 
conspicuous or remarkable. 2 indicate. 


signatory /'sıgnətərı/ noun (plural -ies) party 
that has signed an agreement, esp. a treaty. 
© adjective having signed such an agreement. 


signature /'signatfa/ noun 1 person’s name or 
initials used in signing. 2 act of signing. 3 Music 
key signature. 4 Music time signature. 5 section 
of book made from one sheet folded and cut. 
O signature tune tune used esp. in broadcasting 
to announce a particular programme, per- 
former, etc. 


| 1 autograph, endorsement, mark, name. 


Signet /'signit/ noun small seal. o signet ring ` 


ring with seal set in it. 
| seal, stamp. 


significance /sig'nifikens/ noun 1 importance; 
being significant. 2 meaning. 3 extent to which 
result deviates from hypothesis such that 
difference is due to more than errors in 
sampling. 

m 1 force, import, importance, relevance, 

usefulness, value, weight. 2 denotation, idea, 

implication, import, meaning, message, point, 

purport, sense, signification. 


Significant /sig'ntfikent/ adjective 1 having or 
conveying meaning. 2 important. o significant 
figure Mathematics digit conveying information 
about a number containing it. o significantly 
adverb. 


m 1 eloquent, expressive, Indicative, informative, 
knowing, meaningful, pregnant, revealing, 
Suggestive, symbolic, tell-tale. 2 big, 
consequential, considerable, historic, important, 
influential, memorable, newsworthy, noteworthy, 
relevant, salient, serious, sizeable, valuable, vital, 
worthwhile, 


signify /'stgnifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 be sign or 
symbol of. 2 represent, mean, denote. 3 make 
known. 4 be of importance; matter. o significa- 
tion noun. 
u 1-3 announce, be a sign of, betoken, 
communicate, connote, convey, denote, express, 
foretell, impart, imply, indicate, intimate, make 
known, mean, reflect, represent, reveal, signal, 
Suggest, symbolize, tell, transmit. 4 be important, 
be significant, count, matter, merit consideration. 


signor /'si:njo:/ noun (plural -i /-njo:ri:/) title 
used of or to Italian man. 

signora /si:'njo:ra/ noun: title used of or to 
Italian esp. married woman. 

signorina /si:njo'ri:na/ noun: title used of or to 
Italian unmarried woman. $ 

Sikh /si:k/ noun member of Indian monotheistic 
sect. 

silage /'salıd3/ noun 1 green fodder stored in 
silo. 2 storage in silo. 

silence /'sailans/ noun 1 absence of sound. 2 
abstinence from speech or noise. 3 neglect or 
omission to mention, write, etc. @ verb (-cing) 
make silent, esp. by force or superior argument. 

@ noun 1 calm, calmness, hush, noiselessness, 

peace, quiet, quietness, quietude, 

soundlessness, stillness, tranquillity. 2 dumbness, 

muteness, reticence, speechlessness, taciturnity. 

© verb deaden, gag, hush, keep quiet, muffle, 

mute, muzzle, quieten, repress, colloquial shut up, 

smother, stifle, suppress. 


silencer noun device for reducing noise made 
by gun, vehicle’s exhaust, etc. 
silent /'satlent/ adjective 1 not speaking. 2 
making or accompanied by little or no sound. 3 
unspoken. 4 saying little. a silently adverb. 
a 1 dumb, colloquial mum, mute, speechless, 
voiceless. 2 hushed, inaudible, muffled, muted, 
noiseless, quiet, soundless, still. 3 implicit, 
implied, mute, tacit, understood, unexpressed, 
unspoken, unuttered. 4 dumb, laconic, colloquial 
mum, quiet, reserved, reticent, taciturn, 
tight-lipped, tongue-tied, uncommunicative, 
unforthcoming. 


silhouette /silu:'et/ noun 1 dark outline or 
shadow in profile against lighter background. 2 
contour, outline, profile. 3 portrait in profile 
showing outline only, usually cut from paper or 
in black on white. © verb (-tting) represent or 
show in silhouette. 


m noun contour, form, outline, profile, shadow, 
| shape. 


silica /'silıkə/ noun silicon dioxide, occurring 
as quartz and as main constituent of sand etc. 
aslliceous /sr'lifas/ adjective. 


silicate | similitude 


silicate /‘silikert/ noun compound of metal(s), 
silicon, and oxygen. 

silicon /'stliken/ noun non-metallic element 
occurring in silica and silicates. a silicon chip 
silicon microchip. > 

silicone /'silikaun/ noun any organic compound 
of silicon with high resistance to cold, heat, 
water, etc. 

silicosis /sil'keusts/ noun lung disease caused 
by inhaling dust containing silica. 

silk noun 1 fine strong soft lustrous fibre pro- 
duced by silkworms. 2 thread or cloth made from 
this. 3 (in plural) cloth or garments of silk. 4 
colloquial Queen's Counsel. o silk-screen print- 
ing screen printing. silkworm caterpillar which 
spins cocoon of silk. take silk become Queen's 
Counsel. 


silken adjective 1 of or resembling silk. 2 soft, 
smooth, lustrous. 

silky adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 like silk in 
smoothness, softness, etc. 2 suave. osilkily 
adverb. 

u 1 delicate, fine, glossy, lustrous, satiny, sleek, 

smooth, soft, velvety. 


sill noun slab of wood, stone, etc. at base of 
window or doorway. 


silly /'sıl1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 foolish, impru- 
dent. 2 weak-minded. 3 Cricket (of fielder or 
position) very close to batsman. © noun (plural 
sles) colloquial silly person. o silliness noun. 
a adjective 1 absurd, asinine, brainless, childish, 
crazy, daft, colloquial dopey, colloquial dotty, 
fatuous, flighty, fond, foolish, frivolous, grotesque, 
half-baked, hare-brained, idiotic, ill-advised, 
illogical, immature, impractical, imprudent, 
inadvisable, inane, infantile, irrational, jokey, 
laughable, light-hearted, ludicrous, mad, 
meaningless, mindless, misguided, naive, 
nonsensical, playful, pointless, preposterous, 
ridiculous, scatterbrained, colloquial scatty, 
senseless, shallow, simplistic, colloquial soppy, 
stupid, thoughtless, unintelligent, unreasonable, 
unsound, unwise, wild, witless. 2 colloquial 
dim-witted, empty-headed, feather-brained, 
feeble-minded, half-witted, simple, 
simple-minded, stupid, weak-minded. 


silo /'satlau/ noun (plural -s) 4 pit or airtight 
structure in which green crops are stored for 
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fodder. 2 tower or pit for storage of grain, cement, 
etc. 3 underground storage chamber for guided 
missile. 

silt noun sediment in channel, harbour, etc. 
© verb (often + up) block or be blocked with silt. 


m noun alluvium, deposit, mud, ooze, sediment, 
slime, sludge. 


silvan = syLvan. 

silver /‘stlva/ noun 1 greyish-white lustrous pre- 
cious metal. 2coins or articles made ofor looking 
like this. 3 colour of silver. © adjective of or col- 
oured like silver. © verb 1 coat or plate with 
silver. 2 provide (mirror-glass) with backing of 
tin amalgam etc. 3 make silvery. 4 turn grey or 
white. o silver birch common birch with silvery 
white bark. silverfish (plural same or -es) 1 
small silvery wingless insect. 2 silver-coloured 
fish. silver jubilee 25th anniversary of reign. 
silver medal medal awarded as second prize. 
silver paper aluminium foil. silver plate articles 
plated with silver. silver-plated plated with 
silver. silver sand fine pure kind used in gar- 
dening. silver screen (usually the silver screen) 
cinema films collectively. silverside upper side 
of round of beef. silversmith worker in silver. 
silver wedding 25th anniversary of wedding. 


silvery adjective 1 likesilver in colour or appear- 
ance. 2 having clear soft ringing sound. 
simian /‘smmien/ adjective 1 of anthropoid apes. 
2 resembling ape, monkey. @moun ape or 
monkey. { 
similar /'sm1lə/ adjective 4 like, alike. 2 (often + 
to) having resemblance. o similarity /-'ler-/ 
noun (plural -ies). similarly adverb. 
m akin, alike, analogous, comparable, compatible, 
congruous, coordinating, corresponding, equal, 
equivalent, harmonious, homogeneous, identical, 
indistinguishable, like, matching, parallel, related, 
the same, toning, twin, uniform, well matched; 
(similar to) redolent of, reminiscent of, 
resembling. o similarity affinity, closeness, 
congruity, correspondence, equivalence, 
homogeneity, kinship, likeness, match, 
parallelism, relationship, resemblance, 
sameness, similitude, uniformity. 


simile /'sımilı/ noun esp. poetical comparison of 
two things using like or as (see panel). 

similitude /srmilitju:d/ noun 1 guise, appear- 
ance. 2 comparison or its expression. 


Simile 


A simile is a figure of speech involving the comparison of one thing with another of a different 


kind, using as or like, e.g. 
The water was as clear as glass. 


Cherry blossom lay like driven snow upon the lawn. 


Everyday language is rich in similes: 
with as: 


aslikeastwopeas as poor as a church mouse 


asstrongasanox  asrich as Croesus 
with like: spread like wildfire run like the wind 


sell like hot cakes 


like a bull in a china shop 
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simmer /'smə/ verb 1 be or keep just below 
boiling point. 2 be in state of suppressed anger 
or laughter. © noun simmering state. o simmer 
down become less agitated. 


a verb 1 boil, bubble, cook, seethe, stew. 2 fume, 


simnel cake /'smn(ə)l/ noun rich fruit cake, 
usually with almond paste. : 


simony /'samənı/ noun buying or selling of 
ecclesiastical privileges. 


simoom /sr'mu:m/ noun hot dry dust-laden 
desert wind. 


simper /'smpə/ verb 1 smile in silly affected 
way. 2 utter with simper. @ noun such smile. 


simple /'smp(ə)l/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 easily 
understood or done; presenting no difficulty. 2 
not complicated or elaborate; plain. 3 not com- 
pound or complex. 4 absolute, unqualified, 
straightforward. 5 foolish, feeble-minded. 6 
artless, unsophisticated. 7 humble, lowly. 
osimple-minded foolish, feeble-minded. 
simple-mindedness noun. 0 simpleness noun. 
a 1 clear, comprehensible, easy, foolproof, 
intelligible, lucid, straightforward, uncomplicated, 
understandable, user-friendly. 2 austere, basic, 
classical, elementary, fundamental, plain, severe, 
stark, unadorned, unembellished. 5 see FOOLISH. 6 
artless, candid, childlike, frank, guileless, honest, 
ingenuous, innocent, naive, natural, sincere, 
unaffected, unassuming, unpretentious, 
unsophisticated. 7 humble, lowly, modest, 
ordinary, unpretentious. 


simpleton /'smpaəlt(ə)n/ noun stupid or gul- 
lible person. 

simplicity /smm'plistti/ noun fact or condition of 
being simple. 

simplify /‘stmplifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) make 
simple or simpler. u simplification /-fi'keS(a)n/ 
noun. 


u clarify, explain, paraphrase, prune, streamline, 
unravel, untangle. 


simplistic /smm'plisttk/ adjective excessively or 
affectedly simple. o simplistically adverb. 

u facile, inadequate, naive, oversimple, 

oversimplified, shallow, silly, superficial. 


simply adverb 1 in a simple way. 2 absolutely. 3 
merely. 


simulate /'smjulert/ verb (-ting) 1 pretend to 
be, have, or feel. 2 counterfeit. 3 reproduce condi- 
tions of (situation etc.), e.g. for training. o simu- 
lation noun. simulator noun. 

u 1, 2 act, counterfeit, dissimulate, fake, feign, 

imitate, play-act, pretend, sham. 


Simultaneous /simal'temtas/ adjective (often + 
with) occurring or operating at same time. 
o simultaneity /-ta'neutt/ noun. simultaneously 
adverb. 


m coinciding, concurrent, contemporaneous, 
Parallel, synchronized, synchronous. 


simmer | sing 


sin noun 1 breaking of divine or moral law. 2 
offence against good taste etc. © verb (-nn-) 1 
commit sin. 2 (+ against) offend against. 
Osinless adjective. sinlessness noun. sinner 
noun, 

m noun 1 corruption, depravity, desecration, 

devilry, error, evil, fault, guilt, immorality, impiety, 

iniquity, irreverence, misdeed, offence, peccadillo, 
profanation, sacrilege, sinfulness, transgression, 
archaic trespass, ungodliness, unrighteousness, 
vice, wickedness, wrong, wrongdoing. @ verb 1 do 
wrong, err, fall from grace, go astray, lapse, 
misbehave, offend, stray, transgress. 2 (sin 
agains?) offend against, archaic trespass against, 
violate. o sinner evildoer, malefactor, miscreant, 
offender, reprobate, transgressor, wrongdoer. 


since preposition throughout or within period 
after. © conjunction 1 during or in time after. 2 
because. @ adverb from that time or event until 
now. 


sincere /sm'ste/ adjective (-r, -st) 4 free from 
pretence. 2 genuine, honest, frank. a sincerity 
/-'ser-/ noun. 

m candid, direct, earnest, frank, genuine, 

guileless, heartfelt, honest, open, real, serious, 

simple, straight, straightforward, true, truthful, 

unaffected, unfeigned, upright, wholehearted. 

o sincerity candour, directness, earnestness, 

frankness, genuineness, honesty, honour, 

integrity, openness, straightforwardness, 

trustworthiness, truthfulness, uprightness. 


sincerely adverb in a sincere way. a Yours sin- 
cerely written before signatureatend of informal 
letter. 


sine noun ratio of side opposite angle (in 
right-angled triangle) to hypotenuse. p 
sinecure /‘samikjua/ noun position that 
requires little or no work but usually yields 
profit or honour. 

sine die /smet'di:e1/ adverb formal indefinitely. 
[Latin] 

sine qua non [smer kwa: ‘neun/ noun indis- 
pensable condition or qualification. [Latin] 


sinew /'smju:/ noun 1 tough fibrous tissue 
joining muscle to bone; tendon. 2 (in plural) 
muscles, strength. 3 framework of thing. 


o sinewy adjective. 


a o sinewy brawny, muscular, strapping, strong, 
tough, wiry. 


sinful adjective committing or involving sin. 
o sinfully adverb. sinfulness noun. 

a bad, corrupt, damnable, depraved, erring, evil, 

fallen, guilty, immoral, impious, iniquitous, 

irreligious, irreverent, profane, sacrilegious, 

ungodly, unholy, unrighteous, vile, wicked, 

wrong, wrongful. 


sing verb (past sang; past participle sung) 1 
utter musical sounds, esp. words in set tune. 2 
utter (song, tune). 3 (of wind, kettle, etc.) hum, 
buzz, or whistle. 4 slang become informer. 5 (+ 
of) literary celebrate in verse. 0 sing out shout. 
sing the praises of commend (person) highly. 


singe | siren 


singsong moun session of informal singing. 

@ adjective (of voice) monotonously rising and 

falling. o singable adjective. singer noun. 

| m 1,2 carol, chant, chirp, chorus, croon, hum, 
intone, serenade, trill, vocalize, warble, whistle, 
yodel. o singer chorister, crooner, diva, minstrel, 
precentor, prima donna, songster, troubadour, 


| vocalist; (singers) choir, chorus. - 
al a ae 
singe /smd3/ verb (-geing) 1 burn superficially. 
2 burn off tips or edges of.(esp. hair). © noun 
superficial burn. 


a verb blacken, burn, char, scorch, sear. 


single /'smg(e)l/ adjective 1 one only; not double 
or multiple. 2 united, undivided. 3 of or for one 
person or thing. 4 solitary. 5 taken separately. 6 
unmarried. 7 (with negative or in questions) 
even one. @noun 1 single thing, esp. room in 
hotel. 2 (in full single ticket) ticket for one-way 
journey. 3 pop record with one piece of music on 
each side. 4 Cricket hit for one run. 5 (usually in 
plural) game with one player on each side. © verb 
(ling) (+ out) choose for special attention. 
o single-breasted (of coat etc.) with only one 
vertical row of buttons, and overlapping little 
at front. single-decker bus with only one deck. 
single file © noun line of people arranged one 
behind another. eadverb going one behind 
another. single-handed without help. single- 
handedly adverb. single-minded intent on only 
one aim. single-mindedness noun. single 
parent parent bringing up child or children 
alone. o singly /'siygli/ adverb. 
a adjective 1, 4 exclusive, individual, isolated, 
lone, odd, one, only, singular, sole, solitary, 
unique, unparalleled. 3 individual, personal. 5 
distinct, individual, separate. 6 celibate, free, 
unattached, unmarried. © verb (single out) see 
CHOOSE 1. O single-handed alone, independent, 
solitary, unaided, unassisted, without help. 
single-minded dedicated, determined, devoted, 
dogged, fanatical, obsessive, persevering, 
resolute, steadfast, tireless, unswerving, 
unwavering. 


singlet /‘smglit/ noun sleeveless vest. 


singleton /'smgəlt(ə)n/ noun player's only card 
of particular suit. 

singular /'smgjulə/ adjective 1 unique. 2 out- 
standing. 3 extraordinary, strange. 4 Grammar 
denoting one person or thing. © noun Grammar 
singular word or form. o singularity /-'lær-/ 
noun (plural -ies). singularly adverb. 

| @ adjective 1 see DISTINCTIVE, SINGLE adjective 1,4. 
2 see OUTSTANDING 1. 3 abnormal, curious, 
different, eccentric, exceptional, extraordinary, 
odd, peculiar, rare, remarkable, strange, unusual. 
LE Epes a EA ae es aleda AN poaae 


Sinhalese /smhe'li:z/ noun (plural same) 1 
member of a people from N. India now forming 
majority of population of Sri Lanka. 2 their lan- 
guage. © adjective of this people or language. 

sinister /'smista/ adjective 1 suggestive of evil; 
ominous. 2 suggestive of dishonesty. 3 wicked, 
criminal. 4 Heraldry on left side of shield etc. (i.e. 
to observer's right). 
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1 dark, disquieting, disturbing, forbidding, 
frightening, gloomy, inauspicious, menacing, 
formal minatory, ominous, threatening, upsetting. 
2 furtive, questionable, shady, suspect. 3 bad, 
corrupt, criminal, dishonest, evil, illegal, 
malevolent, malignant, nefarious, treacherous, 
unworthy, villainous, wicked. 


sink verb (past sank or sunk; past participle 
sunk or (as adjective) sunken) 1 fall or come 
slowly downwards. 2 disappear below horizon. 3 
go or penetrate below surface of liquid. 4 go to 
bottom of sea etc. 5 settle down. 6 decline in 
strength and vitality. 7 descend in pitch or 
volume. 8 send (ship) to bottom of sea. 9 cause or 
allow to sink or penetrate. 10 cause failure of. 11 
dig (well); bore (shaft). 12 engrave (die). 13 invest 
(money). 14 cause (ball) to enter pocket at bil- 
liards or hole at golf etc. © noun 1 plumbed-in 
basin, esp. in kitchen. 2 place where foul liquid 
collects. 3 place of vice. o sinking fund money 
set aside for eventual repayment of debt. 
a verb 1 decline, descend, droop, drop, fall, go 
`] down, go lower, plunge, sag, slip down, slump, 
subside. 2 disappear, go down, set (sun sets), 
vanish. 4 be engulfed, be submerged, founder, go 
down, go under. 6 collapse, decline, diminish, 
droop, dwindle, ebb, fade, fail, fall, subside, 
weaken. 7 decline, descend, diminish, drop, fade, 
fall, subside. 8 slang scupper, scuttle. 11 bore, dig, 
drill, excavate. © noun 1 basin, stoup. 


sinker noun weight used to sink fishing or 
sounding line. 


Sino- /‘samau/ combining form Chinese. 

sinology /sar'nvled31/ noun study of China and 
its language, history, etc. o sinologist noun. 

sinuous /‘smjuas/ adjective with many curves; 
undulating. o sinuosity /-'ps-/ noun. 

sinus /'saməs/ noun either of cavities in skull 
communicating with nostrils. 


sinusitis /same'sattis/ noun inflammation of 
sinus. 

Sip verb (-pp-) drink in small mouthfuls. © noun 
1 small mouthful of liquid. 2 act of taking this. 


| m verb drink, lap, sample, taste. 


siphon /‘sarf(e)n/ noun 1 tube shaped like 
inverted V or U with unequal legs, used for trans- 
ferring liquid from one container to another by 
atmospheric pressure. 2 bottle from which fizzy 
water is forced by pressure of gas. © verb (often 
+ off) 1 conduct or flow through siphon. 2 divert 
or set aside (funds etc.). ; 

sir /s3:/ noun 1 polite form of address or reference 
to a man. 2 (Sir) title used before forename of 
knight or baronet. 

sire noun 1 male parent of animal, esp. stallion. 
2 archaic: form ofaddress to king. 3 archaic father 
or other male ancestor. © verb (-ring) beget. 

siren /'sarərən/ noun 1 device for making loud 
prolonged signal or warning sound. 2 Greek 
Mythology woman or winged creature whose 
singing lured unwary sailors on to rocks. 3 dan- 
gerously fascinating woman. 
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sirloin /‘s3:lom/ noun best part of loin of beef. 


sirocco /si'rokev/ noun (plural -s) 1 Saharan 
simoom. 2 hot moist wind in S. Europe. 


sisal /'sars(ə)l/ noun fibre from leaves of agave. 
siskin /‘stskm/ noun small songbird. 


sissy /'ss1/ (also cissy) colloquial noun (plural 
-ies) effeminate or cowardly person. © adjective 
(-ier, -iest) effeminate; cowardly. 

sister /'sista/ noun 1 woman or girl in relation 
to her siblings. 2 female fellow member of trade 
union, sect, human race, etc. 3 member of female 
religious order. 4 senior female nurse. 
o sister-in-law (plural sisters-in-law) 1 hus- 
band’s or wife's sister. 2 brother's wife. a sis- 
terly adjective. 


sisterhood noun 1 relationship (as) of sisters. 
2 society of women bound by monastic vows or 
devoting themselves to religious or charitable 
work. 3 community of feeling among women. 


sit verb (-tt-; past & past participle sat) 1 support 
body by resting buttocks on ground, seat, etc. 2 
cause to sit; place in sitting position. 3 (of bird) 
perch or remain on nest to hatch eggs. 4 (of 
animal) rest with hind legs bent and buttocks 
on ground. 5 (of parliament, court, etc.) be in 
session. 6 (usually + for) pose (for portrait). 7 (+ 
for) be MP for (constituency). 8 (often + for) take 
(exam). obe sitting pretty be comfortably 
placed. sit back relax one’s efforts. sit down 1 sit 
after standing. 2 cause to sit. 3 (+ under) suffer 
tamely (humiliation etc.). sit in occupy place as 
protest. sit-in noun. sit in on be present as guest 
etc. at (meeting). sit on 1 be member of 
(committee etc.). 2 colloquial delay action about. 
3 slang repress or snub. sit out 1 take no part in 
(dance etc.). 2 stay till end of. 3 sit outdoors. sit 
tight colloquial 1 remain firmly in one’s place. 2 
not yield. sit up 1 rise from lying to sitting. 2 sit 
firmly upright. 3 defer going to bed. 4 colloquial 
become interested, aroused, etc. sit-up noun 
physical exercise of sitting up from supine posi- 
tion without using arms or hands. 
n 1 be seated, colloquial park oneself, rest, seat 
oneself, settle, colloquial squat, take a seat, take 
the weight off one's feet. 5 assemble, be in session, 
convene, gather, get together, meet. 6 model, 
pose. 8 be a candidate in, go in for, take, write. 


Sitar /‘stta:/ noun long-necked Indian lute. 


sitcom /'stkom/ noun colloquial situation 
comedy. 
site noun 1 ground chosen or used for town or 
building. 2 ground set apart for some purpose. 
© verb (-ting) locate, place. 
m noun area, campus, ground, location, place, 
plot, position, setting, situation, spot. @ verb see 
SITUATE. 


sitter noun 1 person who sits for portrait etc. 2 
babysitter. 


sitting noun 1 continuous period spent engaged 
in an activity. 2 time during which assembly is 
engaged in business. 3 session in which meal 
is served. @ adjective 1 having sat down. 2 (of 
animal or bird) still. 3 (of MP etc.) current. 


sirloin | skate 


O sitting room room in which to sit and relax. 


a C sitting room drawing-room, living room, 
lounge, archaic parlour. 


Situ see In situ. 

situate /‘sitjvert/ verb (-ting) (usually in passive) 
place or put in position, situation, etc. 

m establish, install, locate, place, position, put, set 

up, site, station. 


situation noun 1 place and its surroundings. 2 
circumstances; position; state of affairs. 3 formal 
paid job. o situation comedy broadcast comedy 
series involving characters dealing with 
awkward esp. domestic or everyday situations. 
U situational adjective. 

u 1 area, locale, locality, location, place, position, 

setting, site, spot. 2 case, circumstances, 

condition, plight, position, predicament, state of 
affairs. 3 employment, job, place, position, post. 


Six adjective & noun 1 one more than five. 2 
Cricket hit scoring six runs. o hit, knock for six 
colloquial utterly surprise or defeat. 


sixpence /‘sikspans/ noun 1 sum of 6 (esp. old) 
pence. 2 historical coin worth this. 

sixpenny /‘sikspani/ adjective costing or worth 
6 (esp. old) pence. 

sixteen /siks'ti:n/ adjective & noun one more 
than fifteen. o sixteenth adjective & noun. 


sixth adjective & noun 1 next after fifth. 2 any 
of 6 equal parts of thing. o sixth form form in 
secondary school for pupils over 16. sixth-form 
college separate college for pupils over 16. sixth 
sense supposed intuitive or extrasensory 
faculty. . 

sixty /'stksti/ adjective & noun (plural -ies) six 
times ten. o sixtieth adjective & noun. 

sizable = SIZEABLE. 

size! noun 1 relative bigness or extent ofa thing; 
dimensions, magnitude. 2 each of classes into 
which things are divided by size. © verb (-zing) 
sort in sizes or by size. a size up colloquial form 
judgement of. 

a noun 1 amount, area, bigness, breadth, bulk, 

capacity, depth, dimensions, extent, gauge, 

height, immensity, largeness, length, magnitude, 

mass, measure, measurement, proportions, 

scale, scope, volume, weight, width. o size up see 

ASSESS 1. 


size? noun sticky solution used for glazing paper 
and stiffening textiles etc. @ verb (-zing) treat 


with size. 
sizeable adjective (also sizable) fairly large. 
a big, considerable, decent, generous, large, 
largish, significant, worthwhile, 


sizzle /'sız(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 sputter or hiss, esp. 
in frying. 2 colloquial be very hot. @ noun siz- 
zling sound. o sizzling adjective & adverb. 


SJ abbreviation Society of Jesus. 


skate’ noun 1 ice-skate. 2 roller skate. everb 
(-ting) 1 move, glide, or perform (as) on skates. 2 
(+ over) refer fleetingly to; disregard. o skate- 


skate | skinful 


board @ noun short narrow board onroller-skate 
wheels for riding on standing up. © verb ride on 
skateboard. o skater noun. 


| m verb 1 glide, skim, slide. 


skate? noun (plural same or -s) large edible 
marine flatfish. 

skedaddle /sk'dæd(ə)l/ verb (-ling) colloquial 
run away; retreat hastily. 

skein /skem/ noun 1 quantity of yarn etc. coiled 
and usually loosely twisted. 2 flock of wild geese 
etc. in flight. 

skeleton /'skelit(9)n/ noun 1 hard framework 
of bones etc. of animal. 2 supporting framework 
or structure of thing. 3 very thin person or 
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tise control of skidding. skid row US slang dis- 
trict frequented by vagrants. 
m verb 1 aquaplane, glide, slide, slip. 


skiff noun light boat, esp. for rowing or Sculling. 
skilful /'skilfol/ adjective (US skillful) having or 
showing skill. o skilfully adverb. skilfulness 
noun. 
u able, accomplished, adept, adroit, apt, artful, 
capable, clever, competent, consummate, Crafty, 
cunning, deft, dexterous, experienced, expert, 
gifted, handy, ingenious, masterful, masterly, 
practised, professional, proficient, qualified, 
shrewd, skilled, smart, talented, trained, 
versatile, versed, workmanlike. 


animal. 4 useless or dead remnant. 5 outline skill noun 1 practised ability, expertness, tech. ` 


sketch. @adjective having only essential o 
minimum number of people, parts, etc. o skel- 
eton key key fitting many locks. o skeletal 
adjective. 


a noun 1 bones, frame. 2 frame, framework, 
structure. 


Skerry /'sker1/ noun (plural -ies) Scottish reef: 
rocky islet. 

sketch zoun 1 rough or unfinished drawing or 
painting. 2 rough draft; general outline. 3 short 
usually humorous play. 4 short descriptive piece 
of writing. © verb 1 make or give sketch of. 2 
make sketches. osketchbook (also sketch- 
block, sketch pad) pad of paper used for draw- 
ing and sketching. sketch map roughly drawn 
map. 

a noun 1 drawing, picture. 2 design, diagram, 

draft, outline, plan, skeleton. 3 performance, 

scene, skit, turn. 4 description, profile, vignette. 

© verb 1 depict, draft, draw, indicate, outline, plan, 

portray, represent. 2 see DRAW verb 7-9. 


sketchy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 giving only a 
rough outline. 2 colloquial insubstantial or 
imperfect, esp. through haste. osketchily 
adverb. 

u bitty, crude, cursory, hasty, hurried, imperfect, 

incomplete, inexact, perfunctory, rough, scrappy, 

undeveloped, unfinished, unpolished. 


skew adjective oblique, slanting, set askew. 
@ noun slant. © verb 1 make skew. 2 distort. 3 
move obliquely. 

skewhbald /'skju:bo:ld/ adjective (of animal) 
with irregular patches of white and another 
colour. @ noun skewbald animal, esp. horse. 


skewer /'skju:ə/ noun long pin for holding meat 
compactly together while cooking. @ verb fasten 
together or pierce (as) with skewer. 

Ski /ski:/ noun (plural -s) 1 each of pair of long 
narrow pieces of wood etc. fastened under feet 
for travelling over snow. 2 similar device under 
vehicle. @verb (skis; skid or skied |ski:d/; 
skiing) travel on skis. o skier noun. 

skid verb (-dd-) 4 (of vehicle etc.) slide esp. side- 
ways or obliquely on slippery road etc. 2 cause 
(vehicle) to skid. @ noun 1 act of skidding. 2 
runner used as part of landing-gear of aircraft. 
O skid-pan slippery surface for drivers to prac- 


nique. 2 craft, art, etc. requiring skill. 
m 1 ability, accomplishment, adroitness, aptitude, 
art, artistry, capability, cleverness, competence, 
craft, cunning, deftness, dexterity, experience, 
expertise, facility, flair, gift, ingenuity, knack, 
mastery, professionalism, proficiency, prowess, 
shrewdness, talent, technique, workmanship. 2 
art, craft, handicraft, science, technique. 


skilled adjective 1 skilful. 2 (of work or worker) 
requiring or having skill or special training. 


@ 1 see SKILFUL. 2 experienced, expert, practised, 
| qualified, skilful, trained, versed. 


skillet /‘skilit/ noun 1 long-handled metal 
cooking pot. 2 US frying-pan. 

skim verb (-mm-) 1 take scum or cream etc. from 
surface of (liquid). 2 barely touch (surface) in 
passing over. 3 (often + over) deal with or treat 
(matter) superficially. 4 (often + over, along) 
glide lightly. 5 read or look over superficially. 
Oskim, skimmed milk milk with cream 
removed. 

u 4 aquaplane, coast, fly, glide, sail, skate, skid, 

slide, slip. 5 dip into, leaf through, look through, 

scan, skip through, thumb through. 


skimp verb (often + on) 1 economize. 2 supply 
meagrely; use too little of. 

skimpy adjective (-ier, -iest) meagre, insuffi- 
cient. 

skin noun 1 flexible covering of body. 2 skin 

removed from animal. 3 material made from 

this. 4 complexion. 5 outer layer or covering. 6 

film like skin on liquid etc. 7 container for liquid, 

made of animal's skin. @ verb (-nn-) 1 strip skin 

from. 2 graze (part of body). 3 slang swindle. 
o skin-deep superficial. skin-diver person who 

swims under water without diving suit. 

skin-diving noun. skinflint miser. skin graft 1 

surgical transplanting of skin. 2 skin thus trans- 

ferred. skintight very close-fitting. 

| a noun 2, 3 coat, fur, hide, pelt. 5 casing, coat, 

coating, covering, exterior, husk, integument, . 

membrane, outside, peel, rind, shell, surface. 

© verb 1 excoriate, flay, pare, peel, shell, strip. 

o skin-deep insubstantial, shallow, superficial, 

trivial, unimportant. 


skinful noun colloquial enough alcohol to make 
one drunk. 
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skinny adjective (-ier, -lest) thin, emaciated. 


a bony, emaciated, gaunt, lanky, scraggy, thin, 
wasted. 


skint adjective slang having no money. 


skip‘ verb (-pp-) 1 move along lightly, esp. by 
taking two hops with each foot in turn. 2 frisk, 
gambol. 3 jump lightly esp. over skipping rope. 
4 move quickly from one subject etc. to another. 
5 omit or make omissions in reading. 6 colloquial 
not attend etc. 7 colloquial leave hurriedly. 
o noun skipping movement or action. o skip- 
ping rope length of rope turned over head and 
under feet while jumping. 

u verb 1-3 bound, caper, cavort, dance, frisk, 

gambol, hop, jump, leap, prance, romp, spring. 5 

avoid, forget, ignore, leave out, miss out, neglect, 

omit, overlook, pass over, skim through. 6 be 

absent from, US cut, miss, play truant from. 


skip? noun 1 large container for refuse etc. 2 con- 
tainer in which men or materials are lowered or 
raised in mines etc. 

skipjack noun (in full skipjack tuna) (plural 
same or -s) small Pacific tuna. 

skipper /'skipa/ noun captain of ship, aircraft, 
team, etc. © verb be captain of. 

skirl noun shrill sound of bagpipes. @ verb make 
skirl. 

skirmish /'ska:m1J/ noun 4 minor battle. 2 short 
argument etc. © verb engage in skirmish. 

a noun 1 brush, fight, fray, scrimmage, colloquial 

set-to, tussle. © ver see FIGHT verb 1. 


skirt noun 1 woman's garment hanging from 
waist, or this part of complete dress. 2 part of 
coat etc. that hangs below waist. 3 hanging part 
at base of hovercraft. 4 (in singular or plural) 
border, outlying part. 5 flank of beef etc. @ verb 
1 go or be along or round edge of. 2 avoid dealing 
with (question etc.). a skirting board narrow 
board etc. round bottom of room-wall. 

u verb 1 border, bypass, circle, encircle, go round, 

Pass round, surround. 2 avoid, bypass, dodge, 

evade, sidestep, steer clear of. 


skit noun light piece of satire; burlesque. 


m burlesque, parody, satire, sketch, colloquial 
spoof, colloquial take-off. 

skittish /‘skitrS/ adjective 1 lively, playful. 2 (of 
horse etc.) nervous; inclined to shy. 

Skittle /‘skit(e)l/ noun pin used in game of 
skittles, in which number of wooden pins are set 
up to be bowled or knocked down. 

Skive verb (-ving) (often + aff) slang evade work; 
play truant. o skiver noun. 

Skivvy /'skrvi/ noun (plural -ies) colloquial 
derogatory female domestic servant. 

skua /'skju:ə/ noun large predatory seabird. 

skulduggery /skal'dagərı/ noun trickery; 
unscrupulous behaviour. 

Skulk verb lurk or conceal oneself or move 
Stealthily. 

skull noun 1 bony case of brain. 2 bony frame- 


skinny | slake 


work of head. 3 head as site of intelligence. 
o skull and crossbones representation of skull 
over two crossed thigh-bones, esp. on pirate flag 
or as emblem of death. skullcap close-fitting 
peakless cap. 


skunk noun (plural same or -s) 1 black 
white-striped bushy-tailed mammal, emitting 
powerful stench when attacked. 2 colloquial con- 
temptible person. 


sky /skat/ noun (plural skies) (in singular or 
plural) atmosphere and outer space seen from 
theearth. o sky blue bright clear blue. skydiving 
sport of performing acrobaticmanoeuvres under 
free fall before opening parachute. sky-high as if 
reaching the sky, very high. skylark noun lark 
that sings while soaring. © verb play tricks and 
practical jokes. skylight window in roof. skyline 
outline of hills, buildings, etc. against sky. 
sky-rocket © noun firework shooting into air 
and exploding. © verb rise steeply. skyscraper 
very tall building. 


Bair, atmosphere, literary firmament, heavens, 
space, stratosphere, poetical welkin. 


slab noun 1 flat thickish esp. rectangular piece 
of solid material. 2 mortuary table. 


| @ 1 block, chunk, hunk, lump, piece, slice, wedge. 


slack' adjective 1 (of rope etc.) not taut; loose. 2 
(of trade) sluggish. 3 inactive; negligent, remiss. 
4 (of tide etc.) neither ebbing nor flowing. @ noun 
4 slack part of rope etc. 2 slack period. 3 (in 
plural) casual trousers. @ verb 1 slacken. 2 collo- 
quial take a rest; be lazy. u slack off loosen. 
slack up reduce level of activity or speed. 
a slackness noun. 

n adjective 1 drooping, flaccid, floppy, limp, loose, 

sagging. 2 inactive, quiet, slow, slow-moving, 

sluggish. 3 careless, dilatory, disorganized, 
easygoing, idle, inattentive, indolent, lax, lazy, 
listless, neglectful, negligent, permissive, relaxed, 
remiss, slothful, unbusinesslike, uncaring, 
undisciplined. © verb 2 be lazy, idle, malinger, 
neglect one's duty, shirk, slang skive. 


slack? noun coal dust; coal fragments. 
slacken verb make or become slack. o slacken 
off slack off. 


n abate, decrease, ease, ease off, lessen, loosen, 
| lower, moderate, reduce, relax, release, slow 
down. 


slacker noun shirker. 


a good-for-nothing, idler, colloquial lazybones, 

| malingerer, shirker, slang skiver, sluggard. 

slag noun refuse left after ore has been smelted 
etc. @ verb (-gg-) 1 form slag. 2 (often + off) slang 
insult, slander. a slag-heap hill of refuse from 
mine etc. 

slain past participle of SLAY. 

slake verb (-king) 1 assuage or satisfy (thirst 
etc.). 2 cause (lime) to heatand crumble by action 
of water. 


m 1 allay, assuage, cool, ease, quench, relieve, 
| satisfy. 


slalom /‘sla:lam/ moun downhill ski-race on 
zigzag course between artificial obstacles. 


slam! verb (-mm-) 1 shut, throw, or put down 
violently or with bang. 2 slang criticize severely. 
@ noun sound or action of slamming. 


| u verb 1 bang, shut. 2 see CRITICIZE 1. 


slam? noun winning of all tricks at cards. 


slander /'sla:nda/ noun false and damaging 
utterance about person. @verb utter slander 
about. o slanderer noun. slanderous adjective. 
u noun backbiting, calumny, defamation, 
denigration, insult, libel, lie, misrepresentation, 
obloquy, scandal, slur, smear, vilification. © verb 
blacken the name of, calumniate, defame, 
denigrate, disparage, libel, malign, misrepresent, 
archaic or US slur, smear, traduce, vilify. 
u slanderous abusive, calumnious, cruel, 
damaging, defamatory, disparaging, false, hurtful, 
insulting, libellous, lying, malicious, mendacious, 
scurrilous, untrue, vicious. 


slang noun very informal words, phrases, or 
meanings, not regarded as standard and often 
peculiar to profession, class, etc. @verb use 
abusive language (to). oslanging match pro- 


longed exchange of insults. o slangy adjective. 


m verb see INSULT verb 1. a slanging match see 
QUARREL NOUN 1. 


slant /sla:nt/ verb 1 slope; (cause to) lie or go 
obliquely. 2 (often as slanted adjective) present 


(news etc.) in biased or particular way. @ noun 1 


slope; oblique position. 2 point of view, esp. 


biased one. © adjective sloping, oblique. o slant- 
ing adjective. 

a verb 1 be at an angle, be skewed, incline, lean, 
shelve, slope, tilt. 2 bias, colour, distort, prejudice, 


diagonal, gradient, incline, list, pitch, rake, ramp, 
slope, tilt. 2 approach, attitude, bias, distortion, 
emphasis, imbalance, one-sidedness, 
perspective, point of view, prejudice, standpoint, 
view, viewpoint. o slanting see OBLIQUE 
adjective 1. 


slantwise adverb aslant. 


slap verb (-pp-) 1 strike (as) with palm of hand. 2 
lay forcefully. 3 put hastily or carelessly. © noun 
slapping stroke or sound. @ adverb suddenly, 
fully, directly. oslapdash hasty, careless. 
slap-happy colloquial cheerfully casual. slap- 
stick boisterous comedy. slap-up colloguial 


lavish. 
| m verb 1 hit, smack, spank. 


slash verb 1 cut or gash with knife etc. 2 (often + 
at) deliver or aim cutting blows. 3 reduce (prices 
etc.) drastically. 4 criticize harshly. © noun 1 
slashing cut. 2 Printing oblique stroke. 3 slang 


act of urinating. 


| m verb 1 cut, gash, hack, slice, slit. 


slat noun long narrow strip of wood, plastic, or 


metal, used in fences, venetian blinds, etc. 


slate noun 1 fine-grained bluish-grey rock easily 
split into thin smooth plates. 2 piece of this used 


twist, weight. © noun 1 angle, bevel, camber, cant, 
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esp. in roofing or historical for writing on, 3 
colour of slate. 4 list of nominees for office etc, 
© verb (-ting) 1 roof with slates. 2 colloquial criti- 
cize severely. 3 US make arrangements for 
(event etc.). 4 US nominate for office. © adjective 
of (colour of) slate. o slating noun. slaty adjec- 
tive. 


slattern /'slæt(ə)n/ noun slovenly woman. 


o slatternly adjective. 


slaughter /‘slo:ta/ verb 1 kill (animals) for food 


etc. 2 kill (people) ruthlessly or in large numbers, 
3 colloquial defeat utterly. © noun act of slaugh- 
tering. o slaughterhouse place for slaughter of 
animals for food. o slaughterer noun. 

m verb 1 butcher, kill. 2 annihilate, butcher, kill, 
massacre, murder, slay. © noun bloodshed, 
butchery, carnage, killing, massacre, murder. 

o slaughterhouse abattoir, shambles. 


Slav /sla:v/ noun member of group of peoples of 


central and eastern Europe speaking Slavonic 
languages. © adjective of the Slavs. 


slave noun 1 person who is owned by and has to 


serve another. 2 drudge; hard worker. 3 (+ of, to) 
obsessive devotee. © verb(-ving) work very hard. 
o slave-driver 1 overseer of slaves. 2 hard task- 
master. slave trade dealing in slaves, esp. 
African blacks. 

a noun 1 historical serf, servant, literary thrall, 
historical vassal. 2 colloquial dogsbody, drudge, 
toiler. © verb drudge, exert oneself, grind away, 
labour, sweat, toil. 0 slave-driver 2 despot, hard 
taskmaster, tyrant. 


slaver' noun historical ship or person engaged 


in slave trade. 


slaver? /'sleva/ verb dribble; drool. © noun 1 


dribbling saliva. 2 flattery. 3 drivel. 


a verb dribble, drool, foam at the mouth, salivate, 
slobber, spit. 


slavery /'sletvart/ noun 1 condition of slave. 2 


drudgery. 3 practice of having slaves. 

a 1 bondage, captivity, enslavement, historical 
serfdom, servitude, subjugation, historical 
vassalage. 


Slavic /'sla:vik/ adjective & noun Slavonic. 
slavish /'slervrf/ adjective 1 like slaves. 2 


without originality. o slavishly adverb. 
u 1 abject, cringing, fawning, grovelling, 
humiliating, menial, obsequious, servile, 
submissive, sycophantic. 2 imitative, 

unimaginative, unoriginal. 


Slavonic /slə'vonık/ adjective of group of lan- 


guages including Russian, Polish, and Czech. 
@ noun Slavonic group of languages. 


slay verb (past slew /slu:/; past participle stain) 


kill. a slayer noun. 
n assassinate, slang bump off, butcher, destroy, 
dispatch, execute, exterminate, colloquial finish 

off, kill, martyr, massacre, murder, put down, put 
to death, slaughter. 


sleaze noun colloquial sleaziness. 
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sleazy /'sli:zı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) squalid, 
tawdry. o sleazily adverb. sleaziness noun. 

a cheap, contemptible, dirty, disreputable, 

low-class, mean, mucky, run-down, seedy, 

slovenly, sordid, squalid, unprepossessing. 


sled noun & verb (-dd-) US sledge. 


sledge noun vehicle onrunners for use onsnow. 
© verb (-ging) travel or carry on sledge. 


| m noun bobsleigh, US sled, sleigh, toboggan. 


sledgehammer /'sledsheme/ noun large 
heavy hammer. 


sleek adjective 4 (of hair, skin, etc.) smooth and 
glossy. 2 (of vehicle) smooth, streamlined. 3 
looking well fed and comfortable. © verb make 
sleek. o sleekly adverb. sleekness noun. 

a adjective 1 brushed, glossy, lustrous, shining, 

shiny, silken, silky, smooth, soft, velvety, well 

groomed. 2 graceful, smooth, streamlined, trim. 3 

comfortable, contented, thriving, well fed. 


sleep noun 1 condition in which eyes are closed, 
muscles and nerves relaxed, and consciousness 
suspended. 2 period of this. 3 state like sleep, e.g. 
rest, quiet, death. © verb (past & past participle 
slept) 1 be or fall asleep. 2 spend the night. 3 
provide sleeping accommodation for. 4 (+ with, 
together) have sexual intercourse. 5 (+ on) defer 
(decision) until next day. 6 (+ through) fail to be 
woken by. 7 be inactive or dead. 8 (+ off ) cure by 
sleeping. o sleeping bag padded bag to sleep in 
when camping etc. sleeping car,carriage 
railway coach with berths. sleeping partner 
partner not sharing in actual work of firm. 
sleeping pill pill to induce sleep. sleeping 
policeman ramp etc. in road to slow traffic. 
sleepwalk walk about while asleep. sleepwalker 
noun. 0 sleeping adjective. sleepless adjective. 
sleeplessness noun. 
u noun 1, 2 catnap, doze, colloquial forty winks, 
slang kip, nap, repose, rest, colloquial shut-eye, 
siesta, poetical slumber, colloquial snooze. 3 
coma, dormancy, hibernation, repose, rest, torpor, 
unconsciousness. © verb 1 catnap, slang doss 
down, doze, drop off, drowse, fall asleep, go to bed, 
colloquial have forty winks, slang kip, colloquial 
nod off, rest, poetical slumber, colloquial snooze, 
take a nap. 7 be dormant, hibernate. 
u sleepwalker noctambulist, somnambulist. 
u sleeping see ASLEEP adjective 1. sleepless 
awake, conscious, disturbed, insomniac, restless, 
wakeful, watchful, wide awake. 


sleeper noun 1 sleeping person or animal. 2 
beam supporting railway track. 3 sleeping car. 4 
ring worn in pierced ear to keep hole open. 


sleepy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 feeling need of 
Sleep. 2 quiet, inactive. osleepily adverb. 
sleepiness noun. 

u 1 comatose, colloquial dopey, drowsy, lethargic, 

sluggish, somnolent, tired, torpid, weary. 2 boring, 

dull, inactive, quiet, restful, slow-moving, soporific, 

unexciting. o sleepiness drowsiness, lassitude, 

lethargy, somnolence, tiredness, torpor. 


sleet noun 1 snow and rain together. 2 hail or 


sleazy | slide 


snow melting as it falls. @ verb (after it) sleet falls. 
Osleety adjective. 


sleeve noun 1 part of garment covering arm. 2 
cover for gramophone record. 3 tube enclosing 
rod etc. 0 up one’s sleeve in reserve. o sleeved 
adjective. sleeveless adjective. 


sleigh /sler/ noun sledge, esp. for riding on. 
© verb travel on sleigh. 


sleight of hand /slatt/ noun dexterity, esp. in 
conjuring. 

slender /'slenda/ adjective (-er, -est) 1 of small 
girth or breadth; slim. 2 slight, scanty, meagre. 

m 1 fine, graceful, lean, narrow, slight, slim, svelte, 

sylphlike, tenuous, thin, trim. 2 feeble, inadequate, 

meagre, scanty, slight, slim, small, tenuous. 


slept past & past participle of SLEEP. 


sleuth /slu:0/ colloquial noun detective. @ verb 
investigate crime etc. 


slew ' /slu:/ verb (often + round) turn or swing to 
new position. @ noun such turn. 


slew’ past of stay. 


slice noun 1 thin flat piece or wedge cut from 
something. 2 share. 3 kitchen utensil with thin 
broad blade. 4 stroke sending ball obliquely. 
@ verb (-cing) 1 (often + up) cut into slices. 2 (+ 
off) cut off. 3 (+ into, through) cut (as) with knife. 
4 strike (ball) with slice. 

m noun 1 layer, piece, rasher, shaving, sliver, 

wedge. 2 cut, helping, part, portion, share. @ verb 

1 carve, cut, divide. 2 (slice off ) cut off, pare, shave 

off, trim, whittle. 


slick adjective 1 skilful, efficient. 2 superficially 
dexterous; glib. 3 sleek, smooth. @ moun patch 
of oil etc., esp. on sea. @ verb colloquial make 
smooth or sleek. oslickly adverb. slickness 
noun. 
m adjective 1 adroit, artful, clever, cunning, deft, 
dexterous, efficient, quick, skilful, smart. 2 glib, 
meretricious, plausible, colloquial smarmy, 
smooth, smug, specious, suave, superficial, 
tricky, unctuous, untrustworthy, urbane, wily.3 
glossy, oiled, shiny, sleek, smooth. 


slide verb (past & past participle slid) 1 (cause 
to) move along smooth surface touching it 
always with same part. 2 move quietly or 
smoothly. 3 glide over ice without skates. 4 (often 
+ into) pass unobtrusively. enoun 1 act of 
sliding. 2 rapid decline. 3 smooth slope down 
which people or things slide. 4 track for sliding, 
esp. on ice. 5 part of machine or instrument that 
slides. 6 mounted transparency viewed with pro- 
jector. 7 piece of glass holding object for micro- 
scope. 8 hairslide. 9 landslide. o let things slide 
benegligent; allow deterioration. slide rule ruler 
with sliding central strip, graduated logarith- 
mically for rapid calculations. sliding scale 
scale of fees, taxes, wages, etc. that varies accord- 
ing to some other factor. 
m verb 1 aquaplane, coast, glide, glissade, plane, 
skate, skid, skim, slip, slither, toboggan. 2 creep, 
slink, slip, slither, steal. 3 glide, glissade. @ noun 9 
avalanche, landslide, landslip. 


‘ 


slight | slobber 


slight /slait/ adjective 1 small, insignificant. 2 
inadequate. 3 slender, frail-looking. © verb treat 
disrespectfully; ignore. @ noun act of slighting. 
a slightly adverb. slightness noun. 

n adjective 1, 2 imperceptible, inadequate, 

inconsequential, inconsiderable, insignificant, 

insufficient, little, minor, negligible, scanty, slim 

(chance), small, superficial, trifling, trivial, 

unimportant. 3 delicate, diminutive, flimsy, fragile, 

frail, petite, sickly, slender, slim, svelte, sylphlike, 
thin, tiny, weak. © verb see INSULT verb 1. © noun 
see INSULT noun. O slightly hardly, moderately, 

only just, scarcely. F 


slim adjective (-mm-) 1 not fat, slender. 2 small, 
insufficient. @ verb (-mm-) 1 (often + down) 
become slim, esp. by dieting etc. 2 make slim. 
o slimline 1 of slender design. '2 not fattening. 
o slimmer noun. 

n adjective 1 fine, graceful, lean, narrow, slender, 

svelte, sylphlike, thin, trim. 2 little, negligible, 

remote, slender, slight, small, unlikely. © verb 1 

diet, lose weight. 


slime noun oozy or sticky substance. 


| n colloquial muck, mucus, mud, ooze, sludge. 


slimy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 like, covered with, 
or filled with slime. 2 colloquial disgustingly 
obsequious. o sliminess noun. 

n 1 clammy, greasy, mucous, muddy, oily, oozy, 

slippery, colloquial slippy, slithery, colloquial 

squidgy, colloquial squishy, wet. 


sling’ noun 1 strap etc. used to support or raise 
thing. 2 bandage supporting injured arm. 3 strap 
etc. used to throw small missile. © verb (past & 
past participle slung) 1 suspend with sling. 2 col- 
loquial throw. o sling-back shoe held in place 
by strap above heel. sling one’s hook slang go 
away. 

u verb 2 cast, colloquial chuck, fling, colloquial 

heave, hurl, launch, let fly, lob, pelt, pitch, propel, 

shoot, shy, throw, toss. 


sling? noun sweetened drink of spirits (esp. gin) 
with water. 


slink verb (past & past participle stunk) (often + 
off, away, by) move stealthily or guiltily. 


| m creep, edge, prowl, skulk, slither, sneak, steal. 


slinky adjective (-ier, -iest) (of garment) close- 
fitting and sinuous. 
clinging, close-fitting, graceful, sexy, sinuous, 
sleek. 


slip' verb (-pp-) 1 slide unintentionally or 
momentarily; lose footing or balance. 2 go with 
sliding motion. 3 escape or fall because hard to 
grasp. 4 go unobserved or quietly. 5 make care- 
less or slight mistake. 6 fall below standard. 7 
place stealthily or casually. 8 release from 
restraint or connection. 9 (+ on, off) pull 
(garment) easily or hastily on or off. 10 escape 
from; evade. @ noun 1 act of slipping. 2 careless 
or slight error. 3 pillowcase. 4 petticoat. 5 (in 
singular or plural) slipway. 6 Cricket fielder 
behind wicket on off side. 7 Cricket (in singular 
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or plural) this position. o give (person) the slip 
escape from; evade. let slip 1 release, 2 utter 
inadvertently. 3 miss (opportunity). slip away 
escape. slip-knot 1 knot that can be undone by 
pull. 2 running knot. slip of the pen (or tongue) 
small unintentional written (or spoken) mistake, 
slip-on (of shoes or clothes) easily slipped on or 
off. slipped disc displaced disc between ver- 
tebrae. slip road road for entering or leaving 
motorway etc. slipstream current of air or 
water driven backwards by propeller etc. slip up 
colloquial make mistake. slip-up noun collo- 
quial mistake, blunder. slipway ramp for ship- 
building or landing boats. 
m verb 1 aquaplane, coast, glide, glissade, skate, 
ski, skid, skim, slide, slither, stumble, trip. 4 creep, 
edge, slink, sneak, steal. © noun 2 accident, slang 
bloomer, blunder, error, fault, faux pas, 
impropriety, inaccuracy, indiscretion, lapse, 
miscalculation, mistake, oversight, slip of the pen, 
slip of the tongue, colloquial slip-up. ū give 
(person) the slip see ELUDE 1. let slip 2 see 
REVEAL 2. Slip away see ESCAPE Verb 1. slip up 
see BLUNDER ver 1. 


slip? noun 1 small piece of paper, esp. for making 
notes. 2 cutting from plant for grafting or plant- 
ing 


{ o 1 note, piece, sheet, strip. 


slippage noun act or instance of slipping. 
slipper noun light loose indoor shoe. 
slippery /'slıpərı/ adjective 1 difficult to grasp, 
stand on, etc., because smooth or wet. 2.unreli- 
able, unscrupulous. o slipperiness noun. 
u 1 glassy, greasy, icy, lubricated, oily, slimy, 
colloquial slippy, slithery, smooth, wet. 2 crafty, 
cunning, devious, evasive, hard to pin down, 
colloquial shifty, sly, colloquial smarmy, smooth, 
sneaky, specious, tricky, unreliable, untrustworthy, 
wily. t 


slippy adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial slippery. 
slipshod adjective careless, slovenly. 


m careless, disorganized, lax, messy, slapdash, 
sloppy, slovenly, untidy. 


slit noun straight narrow incision or opening. 
© verb (-tt-; past & past participle slit) 1 make slit 
in. 2 cut in strips. 

a noun aperture, breach, break, chink, cleft, crack, 

cut, fissure, gap, gash, hole, incision, opening, rift, 

slot, split, tear, vent. © verb 1 cut, gash, slice, split, 

tear. 


slither /'slido/ verb slide unsteadily. © noun act 
of slithering. o slithery adjective. 
m verb creep, glide, slide, slink, slip, snake, worm. 


sliver /'sliva/ noun long thin slice or piece. 
@ verb cut or split into slivers. 


a noun chip, flake, piece, shard, shaving, snippet, 
splinter, strip. 


slob noun colloquial derogatory lazy, untidy. 0” 
fat person. 

slobber /‘sloba/ verb & noun slaver. 0 slobbery 
adjective. n 
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u verb dribble, drool, salivate, slaver. © noun 
dribble, saliva, slaver. 


sloe noun 1 blackthorn. 2 its small bluish-black 
fruit. Š 

slog verb (-gg-) 1 hit hard and usually unskil- 
fully. 2 work or walk doggedly. © noun 1 heavy 
random hit. 2 hard steady work or walk. 3 spell 
of this. 


slogan /'sləvgən/ noun 1 catchy phrase used in 
advertising etc. 2 party cry, watchword. 


m battle-cry, catchphrase, catchword, jingle, 
motto, saying, war cry, watchword. 


sloop /slu:p/ noun small one-masted fore-and-aft 
rigged vessel. 

slop verb (-pp-) 1 (often + over) spill over edge of 
vessel. 2 spill or splash liquid on. @ noun 1 liquid 
spilled or splashed. 2 (in plural) dirty waste 
water, wine, etc. 3 (in singular or plural) un- 
appetizing liquid food. 

slope noun 1 inclined position, direction, or 
state. 2 piece of rising or falling ground. 3 differ- 
ence in level between two ends or sides ofa thing. 
4 place for skiing. © verb (-ping) 1 have or take 
slope; slant. 2 cause to slope. n slope off slang go 
away, esp. to evade work etc. o sloping adjective. 

u noun 1-3 acclivity, angle, ascent, bank, bevel, 

camber, cant, decline, declivity, descent, dip, drop, 

fall, gradient, hill, incline, pitch, rake, ramp, rise, 

scarp, slant, tilt. © verb 1 ascend, bank, decline, 

descend, dip, fall, incline, lean, pitch, rise, shelve, 

slant, tilt, tip. 2 angle, incline, lean, slant, tilt, tip. 

o sloping see OBLIQUE adjective 1. 


sloppy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 wet, watery, too 
liquid. 2 careless, untidy. 3 foolishly senti- 
mental. o sloppily adverb. sloppiness noun. 

u 1 liquid, runny, sloshy, slushy, squelchy, watery, 

wet. 2 careless, dirty, disorganized, lax, messy, 

slapdash, slipshod, slovenly, unsystematic, 

untidy. 3 see SENTIMENTAL. 


slosh verb 1 (often + about) splash or flounder. 
2slang hit, esp. heavily. 3 colloquial pour (liquid) 
clumsily. © noun 1 slush. 2act or sound ofsplash- 
ing. 3 slang heavy blow. 

sloshed adjective slang drunk. 


sloshy /'sloft/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 watery, 
slushy. 2 sentimental. 

Slot noun 1 slit in machine etc. for something 
(esp. coin) to be inserted. 2 slit, groove, etc. for 
thing. 3 allotted place in schedule. @ verb (-tt-) 1 
(often + in, into) place or be placed (as if) into slot. 
2 provide with slot(s). o slot machine machine 
worked by insertion of coin, esp. delivering 
small items or providing amusement. 

@ noun 1, 2 aperture, breach, break, channel, 

chink, cleft, crack, cut, fissure, gap, gash, groove, 

hole, incision, opening, rift, slit, split, vent. 3 place, 

Position, space, spot, time. 


sloth /slau0/ noun 1 laziness, indolence. 2 
slow-moving arboreal S. American mammal. z 

m 1 apathy, idleness, indolence, inertia, laziness, 

lethargy, sluggishness, torpor. 


slothful adjective lazy. Uslothfully adverb. 
slothfulness noun. 


slouch ['slavtf/verb stand, move, or sit in droop- 
ing fashion. @ noun 1 slouching posture or move- 
ment. 2 slang incompetent or slovenly worker 
etc. o slouch hat hat with wide flexible brim. 


m verb droop, hunch, loll, lounge, sag, shamble, 
slump, stoop. 


slough’ /slav/ noun swamp, miry place. 
a Slough of Despond state of hopeless depres- 
sion. 

slough? /slaf/ noun part that animal (esp. snake) 
casts or moults, © verb (often + off) cast or drop 
as slough. 

Slovak /'sləauvæk/ noun 1 member of Slavonic 
people inhabiting Slovakia. 2 their language. 
© adjective of this people or language. 

sloven /'‘slav(e)n/ noun untidy or 
person. 

Slovene /'sləvvi:n/ (also Slovenian /-vi:nrən/) 
noun 1 member of Slavonic people in Slovenia. 
2 their language. © adjective of Slovenia or its 
people or language. 

slovenly adjective careless and untidy; unmeth- 
odical. © adverb in a slovenly way. o slovenli- 
ness noun. 

m adjective careless, disorganized, disreputable, 

lax, messy, shoddy, slapdash, slatternly, sloppy, 

thoughtless, unmethodical, untidy. 


slow /slav/ adjective‘ takingrelatively longtime 
to do thing(s); acting, moving, or done without 
speed. 2 not conducive to speed. 3 (of clock etc.) 
showing earlier than correct time. 4 dull-witted, 
stupid. 5 tedious. 6 slack, sluggish. 7 (of fire or 
oven) not very hot. 8 (of photographic film) 
needing long exposure. 9 reluctant. @ adverb 
slowly. @ verb (usually + down, up) (cause to) 
move, act, or work with reduced speed or vigour. 
aslowcoach colloquial slow person. slow 
motion 1 speed of film or videotape in which 
actions etc. appear much slower than usual. 2 
simulation of this in real action. slow-worm 


careless 


- small European legless lizard. o slowly adverb. 


slowness noun. 

m adjective 1 careful, cautious, crawling, 
dawdling, delayed, deliberate, dilatory, gradual, 
lagging, late, lazy, leisurely, lingering, loitering, 
measured, moderate, painstaking, phlegmatic, 
plodding, protracted, slow-moving, sluggardly, 
sluggish, steady, tardy, torpid, unhurried, 
unpunctual. 4 backward, dense, dim, dull, obtuse, 
stupid, colloquial thick. 6 inactive, quiet, slack, 
sluggish. 9 hesitant, reluctant, unenthusiastic, 
unwilling. © verb (slow down, up) brake, 
decelerate, ease up, hold back, reduce speed. 


sludge noun 1 thick greasy mud or sediment. 2 
sewage. o sludgy adjective. 

n 1 mire, colloquial muck, mud, ooze, precipitate, 

sediment, silt, slime, slurry, slush. 


slug’ noun 1 slimy shell-less mollusc. 2 bullet, 
esp. irregularly shaped. 3 missile for airgun. 4 
Printing metal bar for spacing. 5 mouthful of 
liquor. 


slug | smart 


slug? US verb (-gg-) hit hard. © noun hard blow. 


sluggard /'slagad/ noun lazy person. u slug- 
gardly adjective. 

sluggish adjective inert; slow-moving. o slug- 
gishly adverb. sluggishness noun. 

a apathetic, dull, idle, inactive, indolent, inert, 

lazy, lethargic, lifeless, listless, phlegmatic, 

slothful, slow, stagnant, torpid, unresponsive. 


sluice /slu:s/ noun 1 (also sluice-gate, -valve) 
sliding gate or other contrivance for regulating 
volume or flow of water. 2 water so regulated. 3 
(also sluice-way) artificial water-channel. 4 
place for or act of rinsing. @verb (-cing) 1 
provide or wash with sluice(s). 2 rinse. 3 (of 
water) rush out (as if) from sluice. 


| m verb 1, 2 flush, rinse, swill, wash. 


slum noun 1 house unfit for human habitation. 
2 (often in plural) overcrowded and squalid dis- 
trict in city. © verb (-mm-) visit slums, esp. out of 
curiosity. o slum it colloquial put up with condi- 
tions less comfortable than usual. o slummy 
adjective. 

slumber /'slambə/ verb & noun poetical sleep. 


E see SLEEP noun 1,2, verb 1. 


slump moun sudden severe or prolonged fall in 

prices and trade. © verb 1 undergo slump. 2 sit 

or fall heavily or limply. 
u noun collapse, crash, decline, depression, dip, 
downturn, drop, fall, falling-off, plunge, recession, 
trough. © verb 1 collapse, crash, decline, dive, 
drop, fall off, plummet, plunge, recede, sink, slip, 
take a nosedive, worsen. 2 colloquial collapse, 
droop, flop, hunch, loll, lounge, sag, slouch, 
subside. 


slung past & past participle of sLNG'. 
slunk past & past participle of SLINK. 


slur verb (-rr-) 1 sound (words, musical notes, 
etc.) so that they run into one another. 2 archaic 
or US put slur on (person, character). 3 (usually 
+ over) pass over lightly. @ noun 1 imputation of 
wrongdoing. 2 act of slurring. 3 Music curved 
line joining notes to be slurred. 

u verb 1 garble, lisp, mumble. © noun 1 affront, 

aspersion, calumny, imputation, innuendo, 

insinuation, insult, libel; slander, smear, stigma. 


slurp colloquial verbeat or drink noisily. © noun 
sound of slurping. 


slurry /'slari/ noun thin semi-liquid cement, 
mud, manure, etc. 


| m mud, ooze, slime. 


slush noun 1 thawing snow. 2 silly sentimental- 
ity. o slush fund reserve fund, esp. for bribery. 
o slushy adjective (-ier, -iest). 


slut noun derogatory slovenly or promiscuous 
woman. o sluttish adjective. 


sly adjective (-er, -est) 1 crafty, wily. 2 secretive. 
3 knowing, insinuating. o on the sly secretly. 
o slyly adverb. slyness noun. 
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m 1, 2 artful, canny, conniving, crafty, cunning, 
deceitful, designing, devious, disingenuous, foxy, 
furtive, guileful, insidious, scheming, secretive, 
colloquial shifty, shrewd, sneaky, stealthy, 
surreptitious, treacherous, tricky, underhand, wily, 
3 arch, insinuating, knowing, mischievous, 
roguish, snide. 


smack' noun 1 sharp slap or blow. 2 hard hit. 3 
loud kiss. 4 loud sharp sound. © verb 1 slap. 2 
part (lips) noisily in anticipation of food. 3 move, 
hit, etc. with smack. © adverb colloquial 1 witha 
smack. 2 suddenly; violently. 3 exactly. 


| m verb 1 hit, pat, slap, spank. 3 see HiT verb 1. 


smack’ (+ of) verb 1 taste of. 2 suggest. © noun 
flavour or suggestion of. 


smack? noun single-masted sailing boat. 
smack‘ noun slang heroin; other hard drug. 
smacker noun slang 1 loud kiss. 2 £1. 3 US $1. 


small /smo:]/ adjective 1 not large or big. 2 not 
great in importance, amount, number, etc. 3 not 
much. 4 insignificant. 5 of small particles. 6 on 
small scale. 7 poor, humble. 8 mean. 9 young. 
@noun 1 slenderest part, esp. of back. 2 (in 
plural) colloquial underwear, esp. as laundry. 
e@ adverb into small pieces. o small arms port- 
able firearms. small change coins, not notes. 
small fry 1 unimportant people. 2 children. 
smallholding agricultural holding smaller than 
farm. small hours night-time after midnight. 
small-minded petty; narrow in outlook. small- 
pox historical acute contagious disease with 
fever and pustules usually leaving scars. small 
print matter printed small, esp. limitations in 
contract. small-scale made or occurring in small 
amounts or to a lesser degree. small talk trivial 
social conversation. small-time colloquial unim- 
portant, petty. o smallness noun. 
m adjective 1 baby, bantam, compact, concise, 
cramped, diminutive, colloquial dinky, dwarf, 
exiguous, fine, fractional, infinitesimal, lean, 
lilliputian, little, microscopic, midget, colloquial 
mini, miniature, colloquial minuscule, minute, 
narrow, petite, colloquial pint-sized, pocket-sized, 
poky, portable, pygmy, short, slender, slight, 
colloquial teeny, thin, tiny, toy, undersized, esp. 
Scottish wee, colloquial weeny. 2, 3 inadequate, 
insufficient, meagre, modest, colloquial piddling, 
scant, scanty, skimpy, unsatisfactory. 4 
inconsequential, insignificant, minor, negligible, 
nugatory, slim (chance), slight, trifling, trivial, 
unimportant. 8 mean, colloquial measly, miserly, 
niggardly, parsimonious, stingy, ungenerous. 
o small arms see WEAPON 1. small-minded 
bigoted, grudging, hideboung, illiberal, intolerant, 
mean, narrow, narrow-minded, old-fashioned, 
parochial, petty, prejudiced, rigid, selfish, trivial, 
unimaginative. 


smarmy /'sma:mı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colle: 
quial ingratiating. o smarmily adverb. smarm 
ness noun. = 

smart adjective 1 well groomed, neat. 2 brigh 
and fresh in appearance. 3 stylish, fashionable: 
4 clever, ingenious, quick-witted. 5 quick, bris*- 
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6 painfully severe; sharp, vigorous. © verb 4 feel 
or give pain. 2 rankle. 3 (+ for) suffer con- 
sequences of. © noun sharp pain; stinging sensa- 
tion. © adverb smartly. a smartish adjective & 
adverb. smartly adverb. smartness noun. 
m adjective 1, 3 chic, dapper, dashing, elegant, 
fashionable, modish, colloquial natty, neat, 
colloquial posh, slang snazzy, soigné(e), spruce, 
stylish, tidy, trim, well dressed, well groomed. 2 
bright, clean, fresh, gleaming. 4 acute, adept, 
artful, astute, bright, clever, crafty, colloquial cute, 
discerning, ingenious, intelligent, perceptive, 
perspicacious, quick, quick-witted, shrewd, 
streetwise. 5 brisk, slang cracking, fast, forceful, 
quick, rapid, rattling, speedy, swift. 6 painful, 
shep, stinging, vigorous. © verb 1 see HURT 
verb 2. 


smarten verb (usually + up) make or become 
smart. 


smash verb 1 (often + up) break to pieces. 2 
bring or come to destruction, defeat, or disaster. 
3 (+ into, through) move forcefully. 4 (+ in) break 
with crushing blow. 5 strike or throw forcefully. 
6 hit (ball) hard, esp. downwards. © moun 1 act 
or sound of smashing. 2 (in full smash hit) very 
successful play, song, etc. © adverb with smash. 
o smash-and-grab robbery with goods snatched 
from broken shop window etc. 

a verb 1 break, crumple, crush, demolish, destroy, 

shatter, squash, wreck. 2 see DEFEAT verD 1, 

DESTROY 1.3 (smash into) bang into, bash into, 

bump into, collide with, crash into, hit, knock into, 

ram into, run into, slam into, strike. 5 bang, bash, 
batter, bump, crash, hammer, hit, knock, pound, 
ram, slam, strike, thump, colloquial wallop. 


smashing adjective colloquial excellent, won- 
derful. 


smattering /‘smzterm/ noun slight know- 
ledge. 


smear /smio/ verb 1 daub or mark with grease 
etc. 2 smudge. 3 defame. @noun 1 action or 
instance of smearing. 2 defamation. 3 material 
smeared on microscope slide etc. for examin- 
ation. 4 specimen of this. o smear test cervical 
smear. o smeary adjective. 
m verb 1 dab, daub, plaster, rub, spread, wipe. 2 
blot, smudge. 3 attack, besmirch, blacken, 
calumniate, defame, discredit, libel, malign, 
slander, stigmatize, tarnish, vilify. © noun 1 blot, 
daub, mark, smudge, stain, streak. 2 aspersion, 
calumny, defamation, imputation, innuendo, 
insinuation, libel, slander, slur, stigma, vilification. 


smell noun 1 sense of odour perception. 2 prop- 

erty perceived by this. 3 unpleasant odour. 4 act 
of inhaling to ascertain smell. @ verb ( past & past 
participle smelt or smelled) 1 perceive or 
examine by smell. 2 stink. 3 seem by smell to be. 
4 (+ of) emit smell of. 5 (+ of) suggest. 6 detect. 
7 have or use sense of smell. o smelling salts 
Sharp-smelling substances sniffed to relieve 
faintness. 

a noun 2 aroma, bouquet, fragrance, nose, odour, 

perfume, redolence, scent, whiff. 3 mephitis, 

archaic miasma, colloquial pong, reek, stench, 


smarten | smoke 


stink, whiff. © verb 1 scent, sniff. 2 colloquial hum, 
colloquial pong, reek, stink, whiff. 


smelly adjective (-ler, -iest) strong- or evil- 
smelling. 

8 fetid, foul, foul-smelling, gamy, high, 

malodorous, mephitic, miasmic, musty, literary 

noisome, odorous, colloquial off, colloquial 

Pongy, pungent, putrid, rank, reeking, rotten, 

stinking. 


smelt! verb 1 melt (ore) to extract metal. 2 obtain 
(metal) thus. o smelter noun. 


smelt? past & past participle of SMELL. 


smelt? noun (plural same or -s) small edible 
green and silver fish. 


smidgen /'smid3m/ noun (also smidgeon, 
smidgin) colloquial small bit or amount. 


smilax /‘smatleks/ noun any of several 
climbing plants. 


smile verb (-ling) 1 have orassume facial expres- 
sion of amusement or pleasure, with ends of lips 
turned upward. 2 express by smiling. 3 give 
(smile). 4 (+ on, upon) favour. @ noun 1 act of 
smiling. 2 smiling expression or aspect. 

m verb 1 beam, grin, leer, simper, smirk, sneer. 

@ noun beam, grin, leer, simper, smirk, sneer. 


smirch verb & noun stain, smear. 


smirk noun conceited or silly smile. @ verb give 
smirk. 

smite verb (-ting; past smote; past participle 
smitten /‘smit(a)n/) esp. archaic or literary 1 hit. 
2 chastise; defeat. 3 (in passive) affect strongly; 
fascinate. 

smith noun 1 blacksmith. 2 worker in metal. 3 
craftsman. 


smithereens /smida'ri:nz/ plural noun small 
fragments. 

smithy /'sm161/ noun (plural -ies) blacksmith’s 
workshop; forge. 


smitten past participle of SMITE. 


smock noun loose shirtlike garment, often 
adorned with smocking. everb adorn with 
smocking. 

smocking noun ornamentation on cloth made 
by gathering it tightly with stitches. 


smog noun dense smoky fog.  smoggy adjec- 
tive (-ier, -iest). 

smoke noun 1 visible vapour from burning sub- 
stance. 2 act of smoking tobacco etc. 3 colloquial 
cigarette, cigar. @verb (-king) 1 inhale and 
exhale smoke of (cigarette etc.). 2 do this habitu- 
ally. 3 emit smoke or visible vapour. 4 darken 
or preserve with smoke. a smoke bomb bomb 
emitting dense smoke on bursting. smoke-free 
1 free from smoke. 2 where smoking is not per- 
mitted. smoke out 1 drive out by means of 
smoke. 2 drive out of hiding etc. smokescreen 1 
cloud of smoke concealing esp. military opera- 
tions. 2 ruse for disguising activities. smoke- 
stack 1 funnel of locomotive or steamship. 2 tall 
chimney. 


smoker | snappy 


ma noun 1 exhaust, fog, fumes, gas, smog, steam, 
vapour. 3 cigar, cigarette, cheroot, slang fag. 
© verb 1 inhale, puff at. 3 fume, smoulder. 


smoker noun 1 person who habitually smokes 
tobacco. 2 compartment on train where smoking 
is permitted. 

smokestack /'smaukstek/ noun 1 funnel of 
steamer. 2 chimney, esp. of locomotive or 
factory. 

smoky adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 emitting, filled 
with, or obscured by, smoke: 2 coloured by or 
like smoke. 3 having flavour of smoked food. 


| R 1, 2 clouded, dirty, foggy, grimy, hazy, sooty. 


smolder US = SMOULDER. 
smooch /smu:tS/ verb kiss and caress. © noun 
smooching. 
smooth /smu:0/ adjective 1 having even surface; 
free from projections and roughness. 2 that can 
be traversed uninterrupted. 3 (of sea etc.) calm, 
flat. 4 (of journey etc.) easy. 5 not harsh in sound 
or taste. 6 conciliatory, slick. 7 not lumpy. 8 not 
jerky. overb 1 (often + out, down) make or 
become smooth. 2 (often + out, down, over, away) 
get rid of (differences, faults, etc.). enoun 
smoothing touch or stroke. o smooth-tongued 
insincerely flattering. ousmoothly adverb. 
smoothness noun. 
m adjective 1 burnished, even, flat, glassy, glossy, 
horizontal, level, plane, polished, regular, satiny, 
shiny, silken, silky, sleek, soft, unbroken, velvety. 3 
calm, flat, peaceful, placid, quiet, restful, still, 
unruffled. 4 comfortable, easy, effortless, fluent, 
steady, uneventful, uninterrupted, unobstructed. 
5 agreeable, bland, mellow, mild, pleasant, soft, 
soothing. 6 convincing, facile, glib, insincere, 
plausible, polite, self-assured, self-satisfied, slick, 
smug, sophisticated, suave, untrustworthy, 
urbane. 7 creamy, flowing, runny. © verb 1 buff, 
burnish, even out, file, flatten, iron, level, level off, 
plane, polish, press, roll out, sand, sandpaper. 


smorgasbord /'smo:gesbo:d/ noun 1 Swedish 
hors d'oeuvres. 2 buffet meal with various esp. 
savoury dishes. 


smote past of SMITE. 


smother /‘smada/ verb 1 suffocate, stifle. 2 (+ 
in, with) overwhelm or cover with (kisses, gifts, 
etc.). 3 extinguish (fire) by heaping with ashes 
etc. 4 have difficulty breathing. 5 (often + up) 
suppress, conceal. 


a 1 asphyxiate, choke, stifle, suffocate. 3 see 
EXTINGUISH 1. 5 See SUPPRESS 2. 


smoulder /‘smaulda/ (US smolder) verb 1 burn 
without flame or internally. 2 (often as smoul- 
dering adjective) (of person) show silent emotion. 
© noun smouldering. 


m verb 1 burn, smoke. 2 (smouldering) see 
ANGRY 1. 


smudge noun blurred or smeared line, mark, 
etc. @ verb (-ging) 1 make smudge on or with. 2 
becomesmeared or blurred. o smudgy adjective. 


| m verb blot, blur, dirty, mark, smear, stain, streak. 
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smug adjective (-gg-) self-satisfied. o smugly 
adverb. smugness noun. 

u complacent, conceited, colloquial 

holier-than-thou, priggish, self-important, 

self-righteous, self-satisfied. 


smuggle /'smag(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 import or 

export illegally, esp. without paying duties. 2 
convey secretly. o smuggler noun. smuggling 
noun. 


smut oun 1 small piece ofsoot. 2 spot or smudge 
made by this. 3 obscene talk, pictures, or stories, 
4 fungous disease of cereals. © verb (-tt-) mark 
with smut(s). o smutty adjective (-ier, -iest). 
snack noun light, casual, or hasty meal. 
a snack bar place where snacks are sold. 
u bite, colloquial elevenses, nibble, refreshments. 
O snack bar buffet, café, cafeteria, fast-food 
restaurant. 


snaffle /'snzf(e)l/ noun (in full snaffle-bit) 
simple bridle-bit without curb. © verb (-ling) col- 
loquial steal, seize. 


snag noun 1 unexpected obstacle or drawback. 
2 jagged projection. 3 tear in material etc. © verb 
(-gg-) catch or tear on snag. 

a noun 1 catch, complication, difficulty, 

drawback, hindrance, hitch, impediment, 

obstacle, obstruction, problem, setback, 

stumbling block. © verb catch, jag, rip, tear. 


snail noun slow-moving mollusc with spiral 
shell. 


snake noun 1 long limbless reptile. 2 (also 
snake in the grass) traitor, secret enemy. @ verb 
(-king) move or twist like a snake. o snakes and 
ladders board game with counters moved up 
‘ladders’ and down ‘snakes’ snakeskin © noun 
skin of snake. © adjective made of snakeskin. 

m noun 1 ophidian, serpent. @ verb crawl, creep, 

meander, twist and turn, wander, worm, zigzag. 


snaky adjective 1 of or like a snake. 2 sinuous. 3 
treacherous. 


snap verb (-pp-) 1 break sharply. 2 (cause to) 
emit sudden sharp sound. 3 open or close with 
snapping sound. 4 speak irritably. 5 (often + at) 
make sudden audible bite. 6 move quickly. 7 
photograph. © noun 1 act or sound of snapping. 
2 crisp biscuit. 3 snapshot. 4 (in full cold snap) 
sudden brief period of cold weather. 5 card game 
in which players call ‘snap’ when two similar 
cards are exposed. 6 vigour. @ adverb with snap- 
ping sound. eadjective done without fore- 
thought. o snapdragon plant with two-lipped 
flowers. snap-fastener press-stud. snap out 0 
slang get out of (mood etc.) by sudden effort. 
snapshot informal or casual photograph. snap 
up accept (offer etc.) hastily or eagerly. : 
m verb 1 break, crack, fracture, give way, part, split. 
2 click, crack, pop. 4 bark, growl, snarl. 5 bite, 
gnash, nip, snatch. © adjective see SUDDEN. 


snapper noun any of several edible marine fish. 
snappish adjective curt, ill-tempered. 
snappy adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 1 brisk, 
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lively. 2neatand elegant. 3 snappish. o snappily 
adverb. 


snare /snea/ noun 1 trap, esp. with noose, for 
birds or animals. 2 trap, trick; temptation. 3 (in 
singular or plural) twisted strings of gut, hide, 
or wire stretched across lower head of side drum 
to produce rattle. 4 (in full snare drum) side 
drum with snares. © verb (-ring) catch in snare; 
trap. 


ṣa noun 1 ambush, booby trap, gin, noose, trap. 
© verb capture, catch, ensnare, entrap, net, trap. 


snarl’ verb 1 growl with bared teeth. 2 speak 
angrily. © noun act or sound of snarling. 


snarl? verb 4 (often + up) twist, entangle, hamper 
movement of (traffic etc.). 2 (often + up) become 
entangled. © noun tangle. o snarl-up colloquial 
1 muddle, entanglement. 2 traffic jam. 


| a verb confuse, entangle, jam, knot, tangle, twist. 


snatch verb 1 (often + away, from) seize quickly, 
eagerly, or unexpectedly. 2 steal by grabbing. 3 
slang kidnap. 4 (+ at) try to seize; take eagerly. 
@noun 1 act of snatching. 2 fragment of song, 
talk, etc. 3 short spell of activity etc. 

a verb 1 catch, clutch, grab, grasp, lay hold of, 

pluck, seize, take, wrench away, wrest away. 2 see 

STEAL verb 1. 3 abduct, kidnap. 


snazzy /'snzzi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) slang 
smart, stylish, showy. 


sneak verb 1 goor convey furtively. 2 slang steal 
unobserved. 3 slang tell tales. 4 (as sneaking 
adjective) furtive, persistent and puzzling. 
@noun 1 mean-spirited, underhand person. 2 
slang tell-tale. © adjective acting or done without 
warning; secret. o sneak thief person who steals 
without breaking in. o sneaky adjective (-ier, 
-iest). 
m verb 1 creep, prowl, skulk, slink, stalk, steal. 3 
slang grass, inform, report, slang snitch, tell tales. 
4 (sneaking) furtive, half-formed, intuitive, 
lurking, nagging, niggling, persistent, private, 
secret, uncomfortable, unconfessed, 
undisclosed, unproved, worrying. O sneaky 
cheating, contemptible, crafty, deceitful, 
despicable, devious, dishonest, furtive, 
low-down, mean, nasty, shady, colloquial shifty, 
sly, stealthy, treacherous, underhand, 
unscrupulous, untrustworthy. 


sneaker noun slang soft-soled shoe. 


sneer noun derisive smile or remark. @ verb 1 
(often + at) make sneer. 2 utter with sneer. 
O sneering adjective. sneeringly adverb. 

m verb 1 be contemptuous, be scornful, boo, curl 

one's lip, hiss, hoot, jeer, laugh, mock, scoff; 

(sneer at) see DENIGRATE, RIDICULE verb. 


sneeze noun sudden involuntary explosive 
expulsion of air from irritated nostrils. © verb 
(-zing) make sneeze. o notto be sneezed atcollo- 
quial worth having or considering. 


Snick verb 1 make small notch or cut in. 2 Cricket 
deflect (ball) slightly with bat. e noun such notch 
or deflection. 


snare | snook 


snicker /'snike/ noun & verb snigeer. 
snide adjective sneering, slyly derogatory. 


Sniff verb 1 inhale air audibly through nose. 2 
(often + up) draw in through nose. 3 smell scent 
of by sniffing. e oun act or sound of sniffing. 
UO sniff at show contempt for. sniffer dog collo- 
guial dog trained to find drugs or explosives by 
scent. 


m verb 1 see SNIVEL verb 1. 3 scent, smell. o sniff 
at see SCORN verb. 


sniffle ['snif(a)l/ verb (-ling) sniff repeatedly or 
slightly. @ noun 1 act of sniffling. 2 (in singular 
or plural) cold in the head causing sniffling. 


snifter /'snıiftə/ noun slang small alcoholic 
drink. 


snigger /'snıgə/ noun half-suppressed laugh. 
© verb utter snigger. 


l m verb chuckle, giggle, laugh, snicker, titter. 


snip verb (-pp-) cut with scissors etc., esp. in 
small quick strokes. @ noun 1 act of snipping. 2 
piece snipped off. 3 slang something easily done. 
4 slang bargain. 


| m verb clip, cut, dock, nick, nip, trim. 


snipe noun (plural same or -s) wading bird with 
long straight bill. © verb (-ping) 1 fire shots from 
hiding usually at long range. 2 (often + at) make 
sly critical attack. o sniper moun. 


a verb 1 fire, shoot, take pot-shots. 2 (snipe at) see 
CRITICIZE 1. 


snippet /'snipit/ noun 1 small piece cut off. 2 
(usually in plural) scrap of information etc. 3 
(usually in plural) short extract from book etc. 

u 1 fragment, morsel, particle, piece, scrap, shred, 

snatch. 3 bit, cutting, extract, fragment, part, 

passage, portion, quotation, section. 


snitch slang verb 1 steal. 2 (often + on) inform 
on person. © noun informer. 

snivel /'snıv(ə)l/ verb (-ll-; US-1-) 1 sniffle. 2 weep 
with sniffling. 3 show maudlin emotion. @ noun 
act of snivelling. 

a verb 1 sniff, sniffle, snuffle. 2 blubber, cry, 

colloquial grizzle, mewl, sob, weep, whimper, 

whine, colloquial whinge. 


snob noun person who despises people with 
inferior social position, wealth, intellect, tastes, 
etc. o snobbery zoun. snobbish adjective. snob- 
bishness noun. snobby adjective (-ier, -iest). 
a a snobbish affected, conceited, 
condescending, disdainful, elitist, haughty, 
colloquial highfalutin, hoity-toity, lofty, lordly, 
patronizing, pompous, colloquial posh, 
pretentious, self-important, smug, colloquial 
snooty, colloquial stuck-up, supercilious, 
superior, colloquial toffee-nosed. 


snood /snu:d/ noun woman's loose hairnet. 


snook /snu:k/ noun slang contemptuous gesture 
with thumb to nose and fingers spread. o cock 
a snook (at) 1 make this gesture (at). 2 show 
contempt (for). 


snooker | soap 


snooker /'snu:kə/ noun 1 game played on 
oblong cloth-covered table with 1 white, 15 red, 
and6othercoloured balls. 2 position in this game 
where direct shot would give points to opponent. 
e@verb 1 subject (player) to snooker. 2 (esp. as 
snookered adjective) slang thwart; defeat. 

snoop /snu:p/ colloquial verb 1 pry into 
another's affairs. 2 (often + about, around) 
investigate (often stealthily) transgressions of 
rules etc. © noun act of snooping. o snooper 
noun. 

m verb be inquisitive, butt in, interfere, intrude, 

investigate, meddle, nose about, colloquial poke 

one's nose in, pry, sneak, spy. 0 snooper 

busybody, detective, investigator, meddler, sneak, 


spy. 


snooty /‘snu:t1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 
supercilious, snobbish. o snootily adverb. 

snooze /snu:z/ colloquial noun short sleep, nap. 
© verb (-zing) take snooze. 


snore noun snorting or grunting sound of 
breathing during sleep. © verb (-ring) make this 
sound. 

snorkel /'sno:k(e)l/ noun device for supplying 
air to underwater swimmer or submerged sub- 
marine. © verb (-ll-; US -I-) use snorkel. 


snort noun 1 explosive sound made by driving 
breath violently through nose, esp. by horses, or 
by humans to show contempt, incredulity, etc. 2 
colloquial small drink of liquor. 3 slang inhaled 
dose of powdered cocaine. @ verb 1 make snort. 
2 slang inhale (esp. cocaine). 3 express or utter 
with snort. 

snot noun slang nasal mucus. 

snotty adjective (-ier, -iest) slang 1 running or 
covered with nasal mucus. 2 snooty. 3 contempt- 
ible. o snottily adverb. snottiness noun. 

snout /snaut/ noun 1 projecting nose (and 
mouth) of animal. 2 derogatory person’s nose. 3 
pointed front of thing. 


il u 1 muzzle, nose, proboscis, trunk. 


snow /snəu/ noun 1 frozen vapour falling to 
earth in light white flakes. 2 fall or layer of this. 
3 thing resembling snow in whiteness or texture 
etc. 4 slang cocaine. @ verb 1 (after it) snow falls. 
2 (+ in, over, up, etc.) confine or block with snow. 
o snowball © noun snow pressed into ball for 
throwing in play. © verb 1 throw or pelt with 
snowballs. 2 increase rapidly. snow-blind tem- 
porarily blinded by glare from snow. snow- 
bound prevented by snow from going out. 
snowcap snow-covered mountain peak. snow- 
drift bank of snow piled up by wind. snowdrop 
spring-flowering plant with white drooping 
flowers. snowed under overwhelmed, esp. with 
work. snowflake each of the flakes in which 
snow falls. snow goose white Arctic goose. 
snowline level above which snow never melts 
entirely. snowman figure made of snow. snow- 
plough device for clearing road of snow. 
snowshoe racket-shaped attachment to boot for 
walking on surface of snow. snowstorm heavy 
fall of snow, esp. with wind. snow white pure 
white. o snowy adjective (-ier, iest). 
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SNP abbreviation Scottish National Party. 
Snr. abbreviation Senior. 


snub verb (-bb-) rebuff or humiliate in a sharp 
or cutting way. @moun snubbing, rebuff. 
© adjective (of nose) short and turned up. 

a verb be rude to, brush off, cold-shoulder, 

disdain, humiliate, insult, offend, colloquial put 

(person) down, rebuff, reject, scorn, squash. 


snuff’ noun charred part of candlewick. © verb 
trim snuff from (candle). o snuff it slang die. 
snuff out 1 extinguish (candle). 2 put an end to 
(hopes etc.). 


m verb extinguish, put out. o snuff it see pie’ 1. 
snuff out 1 see EXTINGUISH 1. 


snuff? noun powdered tobacco or medicine 
taken by sniffing. © verb take snuff. 
snuffle /‘snaf(e)l/ verb (-ling) 1 make sniffing 
sounds. 2 speak nasally. 3 breathe noisily, esp. 
with blocked nose. @ noun snuffling sound or 
speech. 
snug adjective (-gg-) 1 cosy, comfortable, shel- 
tered. 2 close-fitting. © noun small room in pub. 
a snugly adverb. 
u adjective 1 comfortable, colloquial comfy, cosy, 
enclosed, friendly, intimate, protected, 
reassuring, relaxed, relaxing, restful, safe, secure, 
sheltered, soft, warm. 2 close-fitting, neat, well 
tailored. 


snuggle /'snag(ə)l/ verb (-ling) settle or move 
into warm comfortable position. 


so' /sau/ adverb 1 to such an extent. 2 in this or 
that manner or state. 3 also. 4 indeed, actually. 5 
very. 6 thus. © conjunction (often + that) 1 con- 
sequently. 2 in order that. 3 and then. 4 
(introducing question) after that. o so-and-so 1 
particular but unspecified person or thing. 2 col- 
loquial objectionable person. so as to in order to. 
so-called commonly called but often incorrectly. 
so long colloquial goodbye. so so colloquial only 
moderately good or well. 

S07 = soH. 

soak verb 1 make or become thoroughly wet 
through saturation. 2 (of rain etc.) drench. 3 (+ 
in, up) absorb (liquid, knowledge, etc.). 4 (+ in, 
into, through) penetrate by saturation. 5 collo- 
quial extort money from. 6 colloquial drink 
heavily. @noun 1 soaking. 2 colloquial hard 
drinker. o soakaway arrangement for disposal 
of waste water by percolation through soil. 
o soaked adjective. S 

n verb 1 bathe, drench, immerse, marinate, pickle, 

saturate, souse, steep, submerge, wet. 2 drench, 

saturate, wet. 3 (soak up) see ABSORB 1,2. 

o soaked see wet adjective 1. 


soaking adjective (in full soaking wet) wet 
through. 


l m'see WET adjective 1. = 


soap noun 1 cleansing substance yielding lather 
when rubbed in water. 2 colloquial soap opera. 
@verbapply soap to. 0 soapbox makeshift stan i 
for street orator. soap opera domestic broadcas 
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serial. soap powder powdered soap usually with 
additives, for washing clothes etc. soapstone 
steatite. soapsuds suds. 


soapy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of or like soap. 2 
containing or smeared with soap. 3 unctuous, 
flattering. 


soar /s9:/ verb 1 fly or rise high. 2 reach high 
level or standard. 3 fly without flapping wings or 
using motor power. 

1 ascend, climb, fly, rise, tower. 2 escalate, 

increase, rise, rocket, shoot up, Spiral. 3 float, fly, 

glide, hang, hover. 


sob verb (-bb-) 1 inhale convulsively, 


usually 


with weeping. 2 utter with sobs, @noun act or 
sound of sobbing. o sob story colloquial story or 
explanation appealing for sympathy. 

m verb blubber, cry, gasp, snivel, weep, whimper. 


sober /'sauba/ adjective (-er, -est) 1 not drunk. 2 
not given to drink. 3 moderate, tranquil, serious. 
4 (of colour) dull. © verb (often + down, up) make 
or become sober. a soberly adverb. 

o adjective 1 clear-headed, in control, lucid, 

rational. 2 abstemious, slang on the wagon, 

teetotal, temperate. 3 calm, composed, dignified, 
grave, level-headed, moderate, peaceful, quiet, 
restrained, sedate, self-controlled, sensible, 
serene, serious, solemn, staid, steady, subdued, 
temperate, tranquil, unexciting. 4 colourless, drab, 
dull, plain, sombre. 


sobriety /sə'branttı/ noun being sober. 


sobriquet /‘ssubriker/ noun (also soubriquet 
/‘su:-/) nickname. 

Soc. abbreviation 1 Socialist. 2 Society. 

soccer /'soka/ noun Association football. 

sociable /‘saufab(a)!/ adjective liking company; 
gregarious, friendly. o sociability noun. soci- 
ably adverb. 

a affable, approachable, clubbable, 

companionable, convivial, extroverted, friendly, 

gregarious, hospitable, neighbourly, outgoing, 

social, warm, welcoming. 


social /‘sauJ(e)l/ adjective 1 of society or its 
organization, esp. of relations of (classes of) 
people. 2 living in communities. 3 gregarious; 
interdependent. noun social gathering. 
O social climber derogatory person anxious to 
gain higher social status. social science study of 
society and social relationships. social security 
State assistance to the poor and unemployed. 
social services welfare services provided by the 
State, esp. education, health care, and housing. 
social work professional or voluntary work with 
People in need of help or welfare. social worker 
noun. O socially adverb. 
m adjective 1 collective, communal, community, 
general, group, organized, popular, public. 3 
gregarious, interdependent, sociable. © noun 
dance, colloquial disco, colloquial do, gathering, 
ual get-together, party, reception, reunion, 
Soirée. 


Socialism noun 1 political and economic 


Soapy | soft 


theory advocating state ownership and control 
of means of production, distribution, and 
exchange. 2 social system based on this. 
ū socialist noun & adjective. socialistic /-'lrs-/ 
adjective. 

socialite ['səufəlart/ noun person moving in 
fashionable society. 

socialize ['səufəlarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 mix socially. 2 make social. 3 organize 
in a socialistic way. 

m 1 associate, be sociable, entertain, fraternize, 

get together, go out together, join in, keep 

company, mix. 


society /sə'sarətı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 organ- 
ized and interdependent community. 2 system 
and organization of this. 3 (members of) aristo- 
cratic part of this. 4 mixing with other people, 
companionship, company. 5 association, club. 
o societal adjective. 

m 1, 2 civilization, community, culture, nation, 
people, the public. 4 camaraderie, 

companionship, company, fellowship, friendship. 

5 academy, alliance, association, brotherhood, - 

circle, club, US fraternity, group, guild, league, 

organization, sisterhood, US sorority, union. 


sociology /sausr'nlad31/ noun study of society 
and social problems. o sociological /-a'lnd3-/ 
adjective. sociologist noun. 

sock' noun 1 knitted covering for footand lower 
leg. 2 insole. 


sock’ colloquial verbhithard. e noun hard blow. 
O sock it to attack or address vigorously. 


socket /'sokıt/ noun hollow for thing to fit into 
etc., esp, device receiving electric plug, light 
bulb, etc. 

Socratic /sa'kretrk/ adjective of Socrates or his 
philosophy. 


sod noun 1 turf; piece of turf. 2 surface of ground. 


soda /'səvdə/ noun 1 any of various compounds 
of sodium in common use. 2 (in full soda water) 
effervescent water used esp. with spirits etc. as 
drink. o soda fountain 1 device supplying soda 
water. 2 shop or counter with this. 


sodden /'sod(ə)n/ adjective 1 saturated, soaked 
through. 2 stupid, dull, etc. with drunkenness. 


sodium /‘saudiam/ noun soft silver-white metal- 
lic element. o sodium bicarbonate white com- 
pound used in baking-powder. sodium chloride 
common salt. sodium lamp lamp using sodium 
vapour and giving yellow light. sodium nitrate 
white powdery compound in fertilizers etc. 


sofa /'səvfə/ noun long upholstered seat with 
raised back and ends. o sofa bed sofa that can 
be converted into bed. 


| m chaise longue, couch, settee. 


soffit /‘spfit/ noun undersurface of arch, lintel, 
etc. 

soft adjective 1 not hard; easily cut or dented, 
malleable. 2 (of cloth etc.) smooth, fine, not 
rough. 3 mild. 4 (of water) low in mineral salts 
which prevent lathering. 5 not brilliant or 


soften | solemn 


glaring. 6 not strident or loud. 7 sibilant. 8 not 
sharply defined. 9 gentle, conciliatory. 10 com- 
passionate, sympathetic. 11 feeble, half-witted, 
silly, sentimental. 12 colloquial easy. 13 (of drug) 
not highly addictive. © adverb softly. ohave a 
soft spot for be fond of. softball form of baseball 
with softer larger ball. soft-boiled (of egg) boiled 
leaving yolk soft. soft-centred 1 having soft 
centre. 2 soft-hearted. soft drink non-alcoholic 
drink. soft fruit small stoneless fruit. soft 
furnishings curtains, rugs, etc. soft-hearted 
tender, compassionate. soft option easier altern- 
ative. soft palate back part of palate. soft pedal 
pedal on piano softening tone. soft-pedal verb 
refrain from emphasizing. soft sell restrained 
salesmanship. soft soap colloquial persuasive 
flattery. soft-spoken having gentle voice. soft 
target vulnerable person or thing. soft touch col- 
loquial gullible person, esp. over money. soft- 
ware computer programs. softwood wood of 
coniferous tree. o softly adverb. softness noun. 
a adjective 1 compressible, crumbly, elastic, 
flabby, flexible, floppy, limp, malleable, mushy, 
plastic, pliable, pliant, pulpy, spongy, springy, 
squashy, squeezable, supple, tender, yielding. 2 
downy, feathery, fleecy, fluffy, furry, satiny, silky, 
sleek, smooth, velvety. 3 balmy, delicate, gentle, 
light, mild, pleasant, warm. 5 dim, faint, muted, 
pale, pastel, subdued. 6 faint, low, mellifluous, 
muted, peaceful, quiet, relaxing, restful, soothing, 
subdued. 10 see SOFT-HEARTED. 12 colloquial 
cushy, easy, undemanding. o soft-hearted 
benign, compassionate, conciliatory, easygoing, 
generous, indulgent, kind, kind-hearted, lax, 
lenient, merciful, permissive, sentimental, soft, 
sympathetic, tender, tender-hearted, tolerant, 
understanding. 


soften /‘spf(a)n/ verb 1 make or become softer). 
2 (often + up) reduce strength, resistance, etc. of. 
a softener noun. 
a 1 abate, alleviate, cushion, deaden, decrease, 
deflect, diminish, ease, ease up, give in, give way, 
colloquial let up, lighten, lower, mellow, melt, 
mitigate, moderate, mollify, muffle, pacify, palliate, 
quell, quieten, relax, subdue, succumb, temper, 
tone down, turn down, yield. 2 see WEAKEN (WEAK). 


softie noun (also softy) (plural -ies) colloquial 
weak, silly, or soft-hearted person. 


soggy /'svgi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) sodden, water- 
logged. 


a boggy, drenched, dripping, heavy (soil), 
marshy, muddy, saturated, soaked, sodden, 
sopping, waterlogged, wet. 


soh noun (also so) Music fifth note of scale in 
tonic sol-fa. 

soigné /swa:njet/ adjective (feminine soignée 
same pronunciation) carefully arranged; well 
groomed. [French] 

soil’ noun 1 upper layer of earth, in which plants 
grow. 2 ground, territory. 

m 1 clay, dirt, earth, ground, humus, land, loam, 

marl, topsoil. 2 ground, land, territory. 


soil? verb 1 make dirty; smear, stain. 2 discredit; 
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defile. @ noun 1 dirty mark. 2 filth, refuse. o soil 
pipe discharge-pipe of lavatory. 

m verb 1 poetical befoul, besmirch, blacken, 
contaminate, defile, dirty, muddy, pollute, smear, 
stain, sully, tarnish. 2 besmirch, blacken, defile, 
discredit, sully, tarnish. 


soirée /'swa:ret/ noun evening party. 


sojourn /'sod3(ə)n/ noun temporary stay. © verb 
stay temporarily. 


sola /'səvlə/ noun pithy-stemmed E. Indian 
swamp plant. o sola topi sun-helmet made from 
pith of this. 


solace /'sples/ noun comfort in distress or dis- 
appointment. © verb (-cing) give solace to. 


a noun comfort, consolation, reassurance, relief. 
© verb see CONSOLE". 


solan /'səvlən/ noun (in full solan goose) large 
gooselike gannet. 


solar /'saula/ adjective of or reckoned by sun. 
osolar battery, cell device converting solar 
radiation into electricity. solar panel panel 
absorbing sun’s rays as energy source. solar 
plexus complex of nerves at pit of stomach. solar 
system sun and the planets etc. whose motion is 
governed by it. 


solarium /so'leartem/ noun (plural -ria) room 
with sunlamps, glass roof, etc. 


sold past & past participle of SELL. 


solder /'soldə/ noun fusible alloy used for 
joining metals, wires, etc. everb join with 
solder. o soldering iron tool for melting and 
applying solder. 


soldier /‘sauldza/ noun 1 member of army, esp. 
(in full common soldier) private or NCO. 2 collo- 
quial bread finger, esp. for dipping in egg. © verb 
serve as soldier. o soldier on colloquial perse- 
vere doggedly. o soldierly adjective. 
m noun 1 conscript, fighter, fighting man, fighting 
woman, infantryman, mercenary, NCO, private, 
recruit, serviceman, servicewoman, trooper, 
warrior; (soldiers) troops. 0 soldier on see 
PERSIST. 


soldiery noun soldiers collectively. 


sole’ noun 1 undersurface of foot. 2 part of shoe, 
sock, etc. below foot, esp. part other than heel. 3 
lower surface or base of plough, golf-club head, 
etc. © verb (-ling) provide with sole. 


sole? noun (plural same or -s) type of flatfish. 


sole? adjective one and only; single; exclusive. 
a solely adverb. 

exclusive, individual, lone, one, only, single, 

singular, solitary, unique. 


solecism /'solisiz(e)m/ noun 1 mistake of 
grammar or idiom. 2 offence against etiquette. 


solemn /'soləm/ adjective 1 serious and digni- 
fied. 2 formal. 3 awe-inspiring. 4 of cheerless 
manner. 5 grave. o solemness noun. solemnity 
/sa‘lem-/ noun (plural -ies). solemnly adverb. 


a 1, 2 ceremonial, ceremonious, dignified, 
ecclesiastical, formal, grand, holy, important, 
liturgical, momentous, pompous, religious, 
ritualistic, stately. 3 august, awe-inspiring, 
awesome, grand, imposing, impressive. 4 earnest, 
gloomy, glum, grave, grim, long-faced, reserved, 
sedate, serious, sober, sombre, staid, 
straight-faced, thoughtful, unsmiling. 


solemnize /'splamnaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 

or -sing) 4 duly perform (esp. marriage 
ceremony). 2 make solemn. o solemnization 
noun. 


solenoid /'səvlənərd/ noun cylindrical coil of 
wire acting as magnet when carrying electric 
current. 


sol-fa /'solfa:/ noun system of syllables repre- 
senting musical notes. 


solicit /sə'lısıt/ verb (-t-) 1 seek repeatedly or 
earnestly. 2 (of prostitute) accost (person) con- 
cerning sexual activity. o solicitation noun. 


u 1 ask, beg, entreat, importune, invite, petition, 
seek, literary supplicate. i 


solicitor /sə'lısıtə/ noun lawyer qualified to 
advise clients and instruct barristers. 


solicitous /sə'lısıtəs/ adjective 1 showing 
concern. 2 (+ ¢o do) eager, anxious to. a solici- 
tously adverb. solicitousness noun. 


m 1 attentive, caring, concerned, considerate, 
sympathetic. 2 see ANXIOUS 3. 


solicitude /sa'lisitju:d/ noun being solicitous. 


solid /‘splid/ adjective (-er, -est) 1 of firm and 
stable shape; not liquid or fluid. 2 of such mat- 
erial throughout; not hollow. 3 alike all through. 
4 sturdily built; not flimsy. 5 3-dimensional; of 
solids. 6 sound, reliable. 7 uninterrupted. 8 
unanimous. © noun 1 solid substance or body. 2 
(in plural) solid food. @ adverb solidly. o solid- 
state using electronic properties of solids to 
replace those of valves. o solidity /sə'lıd-/ noun. 
solidly adverb. solidness noun. 
m adjective 1 concrete, firm, hard, rigid, unmoving. 
2 compact, dense, impenetrable, impermeable. 3 
pure, unadulterated, unalloyed, unmixed. 4 firm, 
fixed, immovable, robust, sound, stable, steady, 
stout, strong, sturdy, substantial, unbending, 
unyielding, well made. 5 cubic, rounded, 
spherical, three-dimensional. 6 authentic, 
authoritative, cogent, coherent, convincing, 
dependable, effective, genuine, incontrovertible, 
indisputable, irrefutable, provable, proven, real, 
reliable, sound, stalwart, strong, tangible, 
trustworthy, unwavering, vigorous, weighty. 7 
complete, continuous, entire, unbroken, 
uninterrupted, unrelieved, whole. 8 unanimous, 
undivided, united. ; 


solidarity /solr'deerit1/ noun 1 unity, esp. polit- 
ical or in industrial dispute. 2 mutual depend- 
ence, 

m 1 accord, agreement, coherence, cohesion, 

concord, harmony, like-mindedness, unanimity, 

unity. 


solidify /so'lidsfar/ verb (-ies, -led) make or 
become solid. 


m cake, clot, coagulate, congeal, crystallize, 
freeze, harden, colloquial jell, set, thicken. 


soliloquy /sə'lləkwı/ noun (plural -quies) 1 
talking without or regardless of hearers. 2 this 
part ofa play. o soliloquize verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing). 


| m monologue, speech. 


solipsism /'solrpsiz(e)m/ noun theory that self 
is all that exists or can be known. 


solitaire /'soliteə/ noun 1 jewel set by itself. 2 
ring etc. with this. 3 game for one player who 
removes pegs etc. from board on jumping others 
over them. 4 US card game for one person. 


solitary /'svlitart/ adjective 1 living or being 
alone; not gregarious; lonely. 2 secluded. 3 
single. @ noun (plural-ies) 1 recluse. 2 colloquial 
solitary confinement. o solitary confinement 
isolation in separate prison cell. o solitariness 
noun, I 
m adjective 1 alone, antisocial, cloistered, 
companionless, friendless, isolated, lonely, esp. 
US lonesome, reclusive, unsociable, withdrawn. 2 
desolate, distant, hidden, inaccessible, isolated, 
out of the way, private, remote, secluded, 
sequestered, unfrequented, unknown. 3 
individual, one, only, single, sole. @ noun 1 
anchoress, anchorite, hermit, loner, recluse. 


solitude /‘snlitju:d/ noun 1 being solitary. 2 sol- 
itary place. 


u 1 friendlessness, isolation, loneliness, privacy, 
remoteness, retirement, seclusion. : 


solo /‘saulau/ noun (plural -s) 1 piece of music 
or dance performed by one person. 2 thing done 
by one person, esp. unaccompanied flight. 3 (in 
full solo whist) type of whist in which one player 
may oppose the others. @ verb (-es, -ed) perform 
a solo. @ adjective & adverb unaccompanied, 
alone. 


| m adverb alone, individually, on one's own, 
unaccompanied. 


soloist /'saulauist/ noun performer of solo. 


solstice /'solstis/ noyzn either of two times 
(summer, winter solsticeywhen'sun is farthest 
from equator. 


soluble /'svljub(s)l/ adjective 1 that can be dis- 
solved. 2 that can be solved. o solubility noun. 


m 1 dissolving, melting. 2 explicable, manageable, 
| solvable, understandable. 


solution /sə'lu:f(ə)n/ noun 1 (means of) solving 
aproblem. 2 conversion of solid or gas into liquid 
by mixture with liquid. 3 state or substance 
resulting from this. 4 dissolving, being dis- 
solved. 

m 1 answer, clarification, conclusion, elucidation, 

explanation, explication, key, outcome, 

resolution, solving, unravelling, working out. 3 

blend, compound, emulsion, infusion, mixture, 

suspension. 


solve | sophisticated 


solve verb (-ving) answer, remove, or deal with 
(problem). o solvable adjective. 

m answer, clear up, crack, decipher, elucidate, 

explain, explicate, figure out, interpret, puzzle out, 

resolve, unravel, work out. 


solvency /'solvənsı/ noun being financially 
solvent. 

solvent /'solv(ə)nt/ adjective 1 able to pay one’s 
debts. 2 able to dissolve or form solution. © noun 
solvent liquid etc. 


somatic /sa'mztik/ adjective of the body; not of 
the mind. 
sombre /'somba/ adjective (also US somber) 
dark, gloomy, dismal. osombrely adverb. 
sombreness noun. 
| m black, bleak, cheerless, dark, dim, dismal, 
doleful, drab, dreary, dull, funereal, gloomy, 
grave, grey, joyless, lowering, lugubrious, 
melancholy, morose, mournful, sad, serious, 
sober. : 


sombrero /som'breərəu/ noun (plural -s) 
broad-brimmed hat worn esp. in Latin America. 


some /sam/ adjective 1 unspecified amount or 
number of. 2 unknown, unspecified. 3 approxi- 
mately. 4 considerable. 5 at least a small amount 
of. 6 such to a certain extent. 7 colloquial a 
remarkable. © pronoun some people or things; 
some number or amount. © adverb colloquial to 
some extent. Osomebody o@pronoun some 
Person. © noun important person. some day at 
some time in the future. somehow 1 for some 
reason. 2 in some way; by some means. someone 
somebody. something 1 unspecified or unknown 
thing. 2 unexpressed or intangible quantity or 
quality. 3 colloquial notable person or thing. 
sometime 1 at some time. 2 former(ly). some- 
times occasionally. somewhat to some extent. 
somewhere (in or to) some place. 


@ o somewhat fairly, moderately, colloquial 
pretty, quite, rather, colloquial sort of. 


somersault /'saməsvlt/ noun leap or roll in 
which one turns head over heels. @ verb perform 
somersault. 

somnambulism /spm'nzmbjuliz(a)m/ noun 
sleepwalking. o somnambulant adjective. som- 
nambulist noun. 


somnolent /'spmnelent/ adjective 1 sleepy, 
drowsy. 2 inducing drowsiness. o somnolence 
noun. $ 


son /san/noun 4 male in relation to his parent(s). 
2 male descendant. 3 (+ of) male member of 
(family etc.). 4 male inheritor of a quality etc. 5 
Jorm of address, esp. to boy. o son-in-law (plural 
sons-in-law) daughter’s husband. 


sonar /'sauna:/ noun 1 system for detecting 
objects under water by reflected sound. 2 appar- 
atus for this. 


sonata /sə'na:tə/ noun musical composition for 
one or two instruments in several related move- 
ments. 

Song noun 1 words set to music or for singing. 2 
vocal music. 3 composition suggestive of song. 4 
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cry of some birds. o for a song colloquial very 
cheaply. songbird bird with musical call. Song 
thrush common thrush. songwriter writer of 
(music for) songs. 

m 1 air, anthem, ballad, carol, chant, ditty, 
colloquial hit, hymn, lullaby, melody, number, 
nursery rhyme, tune. 


songster /'spnsta/ noun (feminine songstress) 
4 singer. 2 songbird. 

sonic /'sonık/ adjective of or using sound or 
sound waves. o sonic bang, boom noise made 
by aircraft flying faster than sound. 

sonnet /‘sonit/ noun poem of 14 lines with fixed 
rhyme scheme. 

sonny /'sanı/ noun colloquial: familiar form of 
address to young boy. : 

sonorous /'sonərəs/ adjective 1 having a loud, 
full, or deep sound. 2 (of speech etc.) imposing. 
Osoncrity /sə'nor-/ noun (plural -ies). 


@ 1 deep, full, loud, powerful, resonant, 
| resour.ding, reverberant, rich, ringing. 
soon /s.1:n/ adverb 1 ina short time. 2 relatively 
early. 3 readily, willingly. o sooner or later at 
some future time. o soonish adverb. 
a 1 archaic anon, before long, in a minute, 
presently, quickly, shortly, straight away. 2 early, 


quickly, speedily; (sooner) before, earlier. 3 readily, 
willingly; (sooner) preferably, rather. : 


soot /sut/ noun black powdery deposit from 
smoke. 


| dirt, grime. 


soothe /su:ð/ verb (-thing) 1 calm. 2 soften, 
mitigate. 0 soothing adjective. 
u allay, appease, assuage, calm, comfort, 
compose, ease, mitigate, mollify, pacify, quiet, 
relieve, salve, settle, still, tranquillize. o soothing 
balmy, calming, comforting, emollient, gentle, 
healing, mild, palliative, peaceful, pleasant, 
reassuring, relaxing, restful. 


soothsayer /'su:@sera/ noun seer, prophet. 

sooty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 covered with soot. 
2 black; brownish black. 

SOPp noun 1 thing given or done to pacify or bribe. 
2 piece of bread etc. dipped in gravy etc. © verb 
Cpp-) (+ up) soak up. J : 

sophism /'spfiz(a)m/ noun false argument, esp. 
one meant to deceive. 

sophist /‘spfist/ noun captious or clever but fal- 
lacious reasoner. o sophistic /sa'fis-/ adjective. 
sophistical /sə'fıstrk(ə)l/ adjective. i 

sophisticate /sa‘fistrkat/ noun sophisticated 
person. 

sophisticated /so'fistikertid/ adjective 1 
worldly-wise, cultured, elegant. 2 highly 
developed and complex. o sophistication noun. 

1 slang cool, cosmopolitan, cultivated, cultured, 

elegant, fashionable, polished, colloquial posh, 

pretentious, refined, stylish, urbane, worldly, 
worldly-wise. 2 advanced, clever, complex, 
complicated, elaborate, ingenious, intricate, 
involved, subtle. 
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sophistry /'sofistrı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 use of 
sophisms. 2 a sophism. 


sophomore /'spfemo:/ noun US second-year 
university or high-school student. 


soporific /snpe'rifik/ adjective inducing sleep. 
@noun soporific drug or influence. a sopor- 
ifically adverb. 


a adjective boring, deadening, drowsy, hypnotic, 
| sedative, sleepy, somnolent. 
sopping adjective drenched. 


soppy adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 1 mawk- 
ishly sentimental. 2 silly, foolish. 

soprano /sa'pra:nau/ noun ( plural -s) 1 highest 
singing voice. 2 singer with this. © adjective 
having range of soprano. 


sorbet /'sə:ber/ noun 1 water-ice. 2 sherbet. 


sorcerer /'so:sara/ noun (feminine sorceress) 
magician, wizard. o sorcery noun (plural-ies). 
m conjuror, enchanter, enchantress, magician, 
magus, medicine man, necromancer, archaic 
warlock, witch, witch-doctor, wizard. 0 sorcery 
black magic, charms, conjuring, diabolism, 
incantations, magic, necromancy, the occult, 
spells, voodoo, witchcraft, wizardry. 


sordid /'so:did/ adjective 1 dirty, squalid. 2 
ignoble, mercenary. o sordidly adverb. sordid- 
ness noun, 

u 1 dingy, dirty, disreputable, filthy, foul, 

miserable, colloquial mucky, nasty, offensive, 

polluted, putrid, ramshackle, seamy, seedy, sleazy, 
slummy, squalid, ugly, unclean, undignified, 
unpleasant, unsanitary, wretched. 2 avaricious, 
base, corrupt, covetous, degenerate, despicable, 
dishonourable, ignoble, ignominious, immoral, 
mean, mercenary, rapacious, selfish, shabby, 
shameful, unethical, unscrupulous. 


sore adjective 1 painful. 2 suffering pain. 3 
aggrieved, vexed. 4 archaic grievous, severe. 
@ noun sore place, subject, etc. @ adverb archaic 
grievously, severely. o soreness noun. 

u adjective 1 aching, bruised, burning, chafed, 
chapped, delicate, grazed, hurting, inflamed, 
lacerated, painful, raw, red, rubbed, sensitive, 
smarting, stinging, tender. 3 aggrieved, annoyed, 
hurt, irked, colloquial peeved, put out, resentful, 
upset, vexed. noun abrasion, abscess, boil, 
bruise, burn, carbuncle, gall, gathering, graze, 
infection, inflammation, injury, laceration, pimple, 
rawness, redness, scrape, spot, swelling, ulcer, 
wound. 


sorely adverb extremely. 
sorghum /'so:gam/ noun tropical cereal grass. 


sorority /sa'roritt/ noun (plural-ies) US female 
students’ society in university or college. 
sorrel /'sor(ə)l/ noun sour-leaved herb. 
sorrel? /'sor(ə)l/ adjective of light reddish-brown 
colour, @ noun 1 this colour. 2 sorrel animal, esp. 
orse. 


Sorrow /'sprau/ noun 1 mental distress caused 
by loss, disappointment, etc. 2 cause of sorrow. 


sophistry | soubrette 


@verb 1 feel sorrow. 2 mourn. a sorrowful 
adjective. 

m noun 1 affliction, anguish, dejection, 
depression, desolation, despair, desperation, 
despondency, disappointment, discontent, 
disgruntlement, dissatisfaction, distress, literary 
dolour, gloom, glumness, grief, guilt, heartache, 
heartbreak, heaviness, homesickness, 
hopelessness, loneliness, melancholy, misery, 
mourning, penitence, regret, remorse, 
repentance, sadness, suffering, tearfulness, 
tribulation, trouble, unhappiness, wistfulness, 
woe, wretchedness. 2 affliction, disappointment, 
misery, misfortune, suffering, tribulation, trouble, 
woe. @ verb agonize, grieve, lament, mourn, weep; 
(sorrow for, over) bemoan, bewail, regret. 

o sorrowful broken-hearted, dejected, 
disconsolate, distressed, doleful, grief-stricken, 
heartbroken, long-faced, lugubrious, melancholy, 
miserable, mournful, regretful, rueful, sad, 
saddened, sombre, sorry, tearful, unhappy, upset, 
woebegone, woeful, wretched. 


sorry /'sorı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 pained, 
regretful, penitent. 2 feeling pity. 3 wretched; in 
poor state. o sorry for oneself dejected. 

u 1 apologetic, ashamed, conscience-stricken, 

contrite, guilt-ridden, penitent, regretful, 

remorseful, repentant, shamefaced. 2 

compassionate, concerned, pitying, sympathetic, 

understanding. 


sort noun 1 class, kind. 2 colloquial person of 
specified kind. @ verb (often + out, over) arrange 
systematically. 0 of a sort, of sorts colloquial 
barely deserving thename. out of sorts 1 slightly 
unwell. 2 in low spirits. sort of colloquial as it 
were; to some extent. sort out 1 separate into 
sorts. 2 select from miscellaneous group. 3 disen- 
tangle; put into order. 4 solve. 5 colloquial deal 
with or punish. 
m noun 1 brand, breed, category, class, 
classification, description, family, form, genre, 
genus, group, kind, make, mark, nature, quality, 
race, set, species, strain, stock, type, variety. 
© verb arrange, assort, catalogue, categorize, 
classify, divide, file, grade, group, order, organize, 
putin order, rank, systematize, tidy. 0 sort out 2 
choose, segregate, select, separate, set aside. 4 
attend to, clear up, cope with, deal with, find an 
answer to, grapple with, handle, manage, 
organize, put right, resolve, solve, straighten out. 


sortie /‘so:t1/ noun 1 sally, esp. from besieged 
garrison. 2 operational military flight. © verb 
(sortieing) make sortie. 

SOS noun (plural SOSs) 1 international 
code-signal of extreme distress. 2 urgent appeal 
for help. 

sot noun habitual drunkard. o sottish adjective. 

sotto voce /svtau ‘vautS1/ adverb in an under- 
tone. [Italian] 

sou /su:/ noun (plural-s) 1 colloquial very small 
amount of money. 2 historical former French 
coin of low value. 

soubrette /su:bret/ noun 1 pert maidservant 
etc. in comedy. 2 actress taking this part. 


soubriquet | souse 


soubriquet = sosriquer. 


soufflé /'su:fler/ noun light spongy dish made 
with stiffly beaten egg white. 


sough /sau, saf/ noun moaning or rustling 
sound, e.g. of wind in trees. © verb make this 
sound. 


sought /so:t/ past & past participle of sEEK. 
o sought after much in demand. 


souk /su:k/ noun market-place in Muslim coun- 
tries. 


soul /saul/ noun 1 spiritual or immaterial part 
of person. 2 moral, emotional, or intellectual 
nature of person. 3 personification, pattern. 4 
an individual. 5 animating or essential part. 6 
energy, intensity. 7 soul music. osoul- 
destroying tedious, monotonous. soul mate 
person ideally suited to another. soul music type 
of black American music. soul-searching intro- 
spection. 


a noun 1 psyche, spirit. 4 see PERSON 1. 


soulful adjective having, expressing, or evoking 
deep feeling. o soulfully adverb. 

m eloquent, emotional, expressive, fervent, 

heartfelt, inspiring, moving, passionate, profound, 

sincere, spiritual, stirring, uplifting, warm. 


soulless adjective 1 lacking sensitivity or noble 
qualities. 2 undistinguished, uninteresting. 

m cold, inhuman, insincere, mechanical, 

perfunctory, routine, spiritless, superficial, trite, 

unemotional, unfeeling, uninspiring, 

unsympathetic. 


sound! /saund/ noun 1 sensation produced in 
ear when surrounding air etc. vibrates. 2 vibra- 
tions causing this. 3 what is or may be heard. 4 
idea or impression given by words. © verb 1 
(cause to) emit sound. 2 utter, pronounce. 3 
convey specified impression. 4 give audible 
signal for. 5 test condition of by sound produced. 
o sound barrier high resistance of air to objects 
moving at speeds near that of sound. sound 
effect sound other than speech or music pro- 
duced artificially for film, broadcast, etc. sound- 
ing board 1 person etc. used to test or 
disseminate opinion(s). 2 canopy projecting 

- Sound towards audience. sound off 1 talk loudly. 
2 express one’s opinions forcefully. soundproof 
@ adjective impervious to sound. © verb make 
soundproof. sound system equipment for repro- 
ducing sound. soundtrack 1 sound element of 
film or videotape. 2 recording of this available 
separately. sound wave wave of compression 
and rarefaction by which sound is transmitted 
in air etc. osoundless adjective. soundlessly 
adverb. soundlessness noun. 

m noun 1 din, noise, resonance, timbre, tone. 

@ verb 1 be heard, echo, resonate, resound, 

reverberate, ring. 2 articulate, produce, 

pronounce, utter, voice. 4 announce, declare, 

signal. 


sound? /saund/ adjective 1 healthy; not diseased 
or rotten; uninjured. 2 correct, well founded. 3 
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financially secure. 4 undisturbed. 5 thorough. 
© adverbsoundly. o soundly adverb. soundness 
noun. 
adjective 1 durable, edible (of food), fit, healthy, 
hearty, in good shape, robust, secure, solid, 
strong, sturdy, tough, undamaged, uninjured, 
unscathed, vigorous, well, whole, wholesome, 2 
balanced, coherent, common-sense, convincing, 
correct, judicious, logical, orthodox, prudent, 
rational, reasonable, reasoned, sane, sensible, 
well founded, wise. 3 dependable, established, 
profitable, recognized, reliable, reputable, safe, 
secure, viable. i 


sound? /saund/ verb 1 test depth or quality of 
bottom of (sea, river, etc.). 2 (often + out) inquire 
(esp. discreetly) into views etc. of (person); 
investigate (matter, views, etc.). 

m 1 fathom, plumb, probe. 2 (sound out) check, 

examine, inquire of, investigate, probe, research, 

survey, test, try. 5 


sound’ /saund/ noun strait (of water). 


sounding noun 1 measurement of depth of 
water. 2 (in plural) region near enough to shore 
for sounding. 3 (in plural) cautious investi- 
gation. “ 


soup /su:p/ noun liquid food made by boiling 
meat, fish, or vegetables. © verb (usually + up) 
colloquial 1 increase power of (engine). 2 
enliven. o in the soup colloquial in difficulties. 
soup kitchen place supplying free soup etc. to 
the poor. soup spoon large round-bowled spoon. 
a soupy adjective (-ier, -iest). ` 


| # noun broth, consommé. : 


soupçon /'su:pso -/ zoun small quantity, trace. 


sour /sauo/ adjective 1 having acid taste or smell 
(as) from unripeness or fermentation. 2 (of food, 
esp. milk) bad because of fermentation. 3 
morose, bitter. 4 unpleasant, ‘distasteful. 5 (of 
soil) dank. @ verb make or become'sour. O sour 
grapes resentful disparagement of something 
coveted. sourpuss colloquial bad-tempered 
person. o sourly adverb. sourness noun. 
a adjective 1 acid, acidic, acidulous, bitter, citrus, 
lemony, pungent, sharp, tangy, tart, unripe, 
vinegary. 2 bad, curdled, colloquial off, rancid, 
turned. 3 acerbic, bad-tempered, bitter, caustic, 
cross, crusty, curmudgeonly, cynical, disaffected, 
disagreeable, grudging, grumpy, ill-natured, 
irritable, jaundiced, peevish, petulant, colloquial 
Snappy, testy, unpleasant. 


source /so:s/ noun 1 place from which river or 
stream issues. 2 place, person, or thing from 
which something originates. 3 person, book, etc. 
providing information. o at source at point of 
origin or issue. 

m 1 head, origin, spring, start, well-head, 

well-spring. 2 author, literary begetter, beginning, 

cause, creator, derivation, initiator, originator, root, 

starting point. 3 informant. 


souse /saus/ verb (-sing) 1 immerse in pickle a 
other liquid. 2 (as soused adjective) colloqui 
drunk. 3 (usually + in) soak (thing). © noun 
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pickle made with salt. 2 US food in pickle. 3 a 
plunge or drenching in water. 


soutane /su:'ta:n/ noun cassock of RC priest. 


south /sau0/ noun 1 point of horizon opposite 
north. 2 corresponding compass point. 3 (usually 
the South) southern part of world, country, 
town, etc. @adjective 1 towards, at, near, or 
facing south. 2 (of wind) from south. © adverb'1 
towards, at, or near south. 2 (+ of) further south 
than. a southbound travelling or leading south. 
south-east, -west point midway between south 
and east or west. southpaw colloquial left- 
handed person, esp. boxer. south-south-east, 
south-south-west point midway between south 
and south-east or south-west. o southward 
adjective, adverb, & noun. southwards adverb. 


southerly /'sadali/ adjective & adverb 1 in 
southern position or direction. 2 (of wind) from 
south. 


southern /'sað(ə)n/ adjective of or in south. 
o Southern Cross constellation with stars 
forming cross. southern lights aurora australis. 
o southernmost adjective. 


southerner noun native or inhabitant ofsouth. 


souvenir /su:va'nte/ noun memento of place, 
occasion, etc. 


a heirloom, keepsake, memento, relic, reminder. 


sou’wester /sau'westa/ noun 1 waterproof hat 
with broad flap at back. 2 SW wind. 


sovereign /‘sovrm/ noun 1 supreme ruler, esp. 
monarch. 2 historical British gold coin nomin- 
ally worth £1. oadjective 1 supreme. 2 self- 
governing. 3 royal. 4 (of remedy etc.) effective. 
a sovereignty noun (plural -ies). 

u noun 1 emperor, empress, king, monarch, 

prince, princess, queen, ruler. © adjective 1 

absolute, all-powerful, dominant, highest, 

supreme, unlimited. 2 autonomous, independent, 

self-governing. 3 see ROYAL adjective 1. 


soviet /'səuvrət/ noun.1 elected council in 
former USSR. 2 (Soviet) citizen of former USSR. 
© adjective of former USSR. 

sow’ /sau/ verb (past sowed; past participle 
sown or sowed) 1 scatter (seed) on or in earth. 2 
(often + with) plant with seed. 3 initiate. 


u 1 broadcast, disseminate, plant, scatter, seed, 
spread. 


sow’ /sau/ noun adult female pig. 


Soy noun (in full soy sauce) sauce made from 
pickled soya beans. 


Soya /'so1a/ noun (in full soya bean) (seed of) 


leguminous plant yielding edible oil and flour. 
sozzled /'snz(a)ld/ adjective colloquial very 
drunk. 


Spa /spa:/ noun 1 curative mineral spring. 2 
resort with this. 


Space noun 1 continuous expanse in which 
things exist and move. 2 amount of this taken by 
thing or available. 3 interval between points or 
objects; empty area. 4 outdoor urban recreation 
area. 5 outer space. 6 interval of time. 7 expanse 


soutane | Spaniard 


of Paper used in. writing, available for adver: 
tising, etc. 8 blank between printed, typed, or 
written words etc. 9 Printing piece of metal sep- 
arating words etc. © verb (-cing) 1 set or arrange 
at intervals. 2 put spaces between. o Space age 
era of space travel. space-age adjective very 
modern. spacecraft vehicle for travelling in 
outer space. spaceman, spacewoman astro- 
naut. space out spread out (more) widely. 
Spaceship spacecraft. space shuttle spacecraft 
forrepeated use. space station artificial satellite 
as base for operations in outer space. spacesuit 
sealed pressurized suit for astronaut in space. 
Space-time fusion of concepts of space and time 
as 4-dimensional continuum: 
u noun 2 area, capacity, colloquial elbow room, 
expanse, extent, latitude, leeway, margin, room, 
Scope, spaciousness, volume. 3 area, blank, 
break, chasm, distance, gap, hiatus, hole, interval, 
lacuna, opening, place, vacuum. 5 the cosmos, 
emptiness, endlessness, infinity, the universe; 
(space travel) cosmic, extraterrestrial, 
interplanetary, interstellar. 6 break, duration, gap, 
hiatus, intermission, interval, lacuna, lapse, pause, 
slot, span, spell, stretch, time, wait. © verb 1 see 
ARRANGE 1, 


Spacious /'sperfəs/ adjective having ample 
space; roomy. O spaciously adverb. spacious- 
ness noun. 

m ample, big, broad, capacious, commodious, 

extensive, large, open, roomy, sizeable, vast, wide. 


spade‘ noun long-handled digging tool with 
rectangular metal blade. o spadework hard pre- 
paratory work. spadeful noun (plural -s). 


spade? noun playing card of suit denoted by 
black inverted heart-shaped figures with short 
stems. Š 

spaghetti /spə'getı/ noun pasta in long thin 
strands. o spaghetti western cowboy film made 
cheaply in Italy. 

span’ noun 1 full extent from end to end. 2 each 
part of bridge between supports. 3 maximum 
lateral extent of aeroplane or its wing or of bird’s 
wing etc. 4 distance between outstretched tips of 
thumb and little finger; 9 inches. @ verb (-nn-) 1 
extend from side to side or end to end of. 2 bridge 
(river etc.). 

a noun 1 breadth, compass, distance, duration, 

extent, interval, length, period, reach, scope, 

stretch, term, width. © verb arch over, bridge, 

cross, extend across, go over, pass over, reach 

over, straddle, stretch over, traverse. 


span? past of srn. 

spandrel /‘speendril/ noun space between curve 
of arch and surrounding rectangular moulding, 
or between curves of adjoining arches and 
moulding above. 

spangle /‘spzng(e)l/ noun small piece of glit- 
tering material, esp. one of many used to orna- 
ment dress etc. © verb (-ling) (esp. as spangled 
adjective) cover (as) with spangles. 

Spaniard /‘spzenjad/ noun native or national of 
Spain. 


spaniel | spawn 


spaniel /'spænj(ə)l/ noun dog of breed with long 
silky coat and drooping ears. 

Spanish /'spzntJ/ adjective of Spain. © noun 
language of Spain. 

spank verb & noun slap, esp. on buttocks. 


| m hit, slap, smack. 


spanker noun Nautical fore-and-aft sail on 
mizen-mast. 


spanking adjective 1 brisk. 2 colloquial strik- 
ing, excellent. @ adverb colloquial very. © noun 
slapping on buttocks. 


spanner /'spænə/ noun tool for turning nut on 
bolt etc. o spanner in the works colloquial 
impediment. 

Spar’ noun stout pole, esp. as ship's mast etc. 


spar verb (-rr-) 1 make motions of boxing. 2 
argue. @noun 1 sparring. 2 boxing match. 
a sparring partner 1 boxer employed to spar 
with another as training. 2 person with whom 
one enjoys arguing. 


a verb ‘1 box, exchange blows, fight, colloquial 
scrap. 2 see ARGUE 1. 


spar’ noun easily split crystalline mineral. 
spare /spea/ adjective 1 not required for ordin- 
ary or present use; extra. 2 for emergency or 
occasional use. 3 lean, thin. 4 frugal. © noun 
spare part. verb (-ring) 1 afford to give; dis- 
pense with. 2 refrain from killing, hurting, etc. 3 
not inflict. 4 be frugal or grudging of. 0 go spare 
colloquial become very angry. spare (person’s) 
life not kill. spare part duplicate, esp. as replace- 
ment. spare rib closely trimmed rib of esp. pork. 
spare time leisure. spare tyre colloquial roll of 
fat round waist. to spare left over. a sparely 
adverb. spareness noun. 
n adjective 1, 2 additional, auxiliary, extra, free, 
inessential, in reserve, leftover, odd, remaining, 
superfluous, supernumerary, supplementary, 
surplus, unnecessary, unneeded, unused, 
unwanted. 3 see THIN adjective 4. © verb 1 afford, 
allow, donate, give, give up, manage without, part 
with, provide, sacrifice. 2 be merciful to, deliver, 
forgive, free, have mercy on, let go, let off, liberate, 
pardon, redeem, release, reprieve, save. 


sparing adjective 1 frugal, economical. 2 
restrained. o sparingly adverb. 


@ see ECONOMICAL, MISERLY (MISER). 


spark noun 1 fiery particle of burning sub- 
stance. 2 (often + of) small amount. 3 flash of 
light between electric conductors etc. 4 this for 
firing explosive mixture in internal-combustion 
engine. 5 flash of wit etc. 6 (also bright spark) 
lively or clever person. @ verb 1 emit spark(s). 2 
(often + off) stir into activity; initiate. o spark 
plug, sparking plug device for making spark in 
internal-combustion engine. o sparky adjective. 
E noun 2 see PARTICLE 2. 3 flash, flicker, gleam, 
glint, scintilla, sparkle. © verb 2 (spark off ) ignite, 
kindle, provoke, trigger. 


sparkle /'spa:k(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 (seem to) emit 
sparks; glitter. 2 scintillate. 3 (esp. as sparkling 
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adjective) (of wine etc.) effervesce: @noun 4 
glitter. 2 lively quality. o sparkly adjective, 

m verb 1 coruscate, flash, flicker, gleam, glint, 
glitter, scintillate, shine, spark, twinkle, wink. 3 
(sparkling) aerated, bubbly, carbonated, 
effervescent, fizzy. 


sparkler noun 1 sparkling firework. 2 collo- 
quial gem, esp. diamond. 

Sparrow /'spærəu/ noun small brownish-grey 
bird. o sparrowhawk small hawk. 


sparse /spa:s/ adjective thinly scattered. 
o sparsely adverb. sparseness noun. Sparsity 
noun. 


a few and far between, inadequate, light, little, 
meagre, scanty, scarce, scattered, sparing, 
spread out, thin, thin on the ground. 


Spartan /'spa:t(a)n/ adjective 1 of ancient 
Sparta. 2 austere, rigorous. © oun native or 
citizen of Sparta. 

n adjective 2 abstemious, ascetic, austere, bare, 

bleak, disciplined, frugal, hard, harsh, plain, rigid, 

rigorous, severe, simple, stern, strict. 


spasm /'spzz(9)m/ noun 1 sudden involuntary 
muscular contraction. 2 convulsive movement 
or emotion etc. 3 (usually + of) colloquial brief 
spell. 

m 1 contraction, convulsion, fit, jerk, paroxysm, 

seizure, throe, twitch. 2 attack, eruption, fit, 

outburst, paroxysm. 3 bout, burst, fit, spell. 


spasmodic /spzz'modtk/ adjective of or in 
spasms; intermittent. o spasmodically adverb. 
m by fits and starts, erratic, fitful, intermittent, 
interrupted, irregular, jerky, occasional, on and 
off, periodic, sporadic. 


spastic /'spzstik/ adjective of or having cere- 
bral palsy. © noun spastic person. 

spat' past & past participle of serr’. 

spat? (usually in plural) historical short gaiter 
covering shoe. 

spate noun 1 river-flood. 2 large amount or 
number (of similar events etc.). 

a 1 deluge, flood, inundation, torrent. 2 deluge, 

flood, flow, inundation, onrush, run, rush, torrent. 


spathe /spe1d/ noun large bract(s) enveloping 
flower-cluster. 


spatial /‘sperf(e)I/ adjective of space. o spatially 
adverb. 


spatter /'spætə/ verb splash or scatter in drips. 
© noun 1 splash. 2 pattering. 


m verb bespatter, daub, pepper, scatter, shower, 
slop, speckle, splash, splatter, spray, sprinkle. 


spatula /'spztjule/ noun broad-bladed imple- 
ment used esp. by artists and in cookery- 


spawn verb 1 (of fish, frog, etc.) produce (eggs): 
2 be produced as eggs or young. 3 produce or 
generate in large numbers. © noun 1 eggs of fish, 
frogs, etc. 2 white fibrous matter from which 
fungi grow. 
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spay verb sterilize (female animal) by removing 
ovaries. 
speak verb (past spoke; past participle spoken 
['spəvuk(ə)n/) 1 utter words in ordinary way. 2 
utter (words, the truth, etc.). 3 converse. 4 (+ of, 
about) mention. 5 (+ for) act as spokesman for, 6 
(+ to) speak with reference to or in support of. 7 
deliver speech. 8 (be able to) use (specified 
language) in speaking. 9 convey idea. 10 (usually 
+ to) affect. o speak for itself be sufficient evid- 
ence. speaking clock telephone service announ- 
cing correct time. speak one’s mind give one’s 
frank opinion. speak out give one’s opinion 
courageously. speak up speak (more) loudly. 
speak up for speak in support of. 
u 1, 2 answer, articulate, ask, declare, ejaculate, 
enunciate, exclaim, express oneself, pipe up, 
pronounce, recite, say something, state, talk, tell, 
use one’s voice, utter, verbalize, vocalize, voice. 3 
chat, communicate, confer, converse, discourse, 
talk. 4 (speak about) see MENTION verb 1, DISCUSS. 
7 declaim, harangue, hold forth, lecture, preach, 
soliloquize, jocular speechify; (speak to) see 
ADDRESS verb 3. 8 communicate in, converse in, 
express oneself in, talk. 0 speak one’s mind say 
what one thinks, speak out, state one's opinion, 
voice one’s thoughts. 


speaker noun 1 person who speaks, esp. in 
public. 2 person who speaks specified language. 
3 (Speaker) presiding officer of legislative 
assembly. 4 loudspeaker. 


a 1 lecturer, mouthpiece, orator, spokesperson. 


spear noun 1 thrusting or hurling weapon with 
long shaft and sharp point. 2 tip and stem of 
asparagus, broccoli, etc. © verb pierce or strike 
(as) with spear. o spearhead © noun 1 point of 
spear. 2 person(s) leading attack or challenge. 
© verb act as spearhead of (attack etc.). spear- 
mint common garden mint. 


m noun 1 assegai, harpoon, javelin, lance, pike. 


spec’ noun colloquial speculation. o on spec as 
agamble. 
Spec? noun colloquial specification. 
special /'spe(e)l/ adjective 1 exceptional. 2 
peculiar, specific. 3 for particular purpose. 4 for 
children with special needs. @ noun special con- 
stable, train, edition of newspaper, dish on 
menu, etc. o Special Branch police department 
dealing with political security. special con- 
stable person assisting police in routine duties 
or in emergencies. special effects illusions 
created by props, camera-work, etc. special 
licence licence allowing immediate marriage 
without banns. special pleading biased 
reasoning. o specially adverb. 
m adjective 1 different, distinguished, exceptional, 
extraordinary, important, memorable, 
momentous, notable, noteworthy, odd, out of the 
ordinary, rare, remarkable, significant, strange, 
uncommon, unconventional, unorthodox, 
unusual. 2, 3 characteristic, distinctive, especial, 
idiosyncratic, individual, particular, peculiar, 
personal, singular, specialized, specific, unique, 
unmistakable. 


Spay | specious 


Specialist noun 4 person trained in particular 
branch of profession, esp. medicine. 2 person 
specially studying subject or area. o specialism 
/-l1z(2)m/noun. 

m 1 consultant, expert. 2 authority, connoisseur, 

expert, fancier ( pigeon fancier), master, 

professional, pundit, researcher. 


Speciality (speSrzelit/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
special subject, product, activity, etc. 2 special 
feature or skill. 

m 1 claim to fame, field, line, specialization, esp. 

US specialty. 2 expertise, forte, genius, esp. US 

specialty, strength, strong point, talent. 


specialize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 
(often + in) become or be specialist. 2 (often + in) 
devote oneself to an interest, skill, etc. 3 (esp. 
in passive) adapt for particular purpose. 4 (as 
specialized adjective) of a specialist. o special- 
ization noun, 

m 1, 2 (specialize in) be best at, concentrate on, 
devote oneself to, have a reputation for. 4 
(specialized) esoteric, expert, specialist, 
unfamiliar. v 


specialty /'spefəltı/ noun (plural -ies) esp. US 
speciality. 

specie /'spi:fi:/ noun coin as opposed to paper 
money. 

species /'spi:S1z/ moun (plural same) 1 group of 
animals or plants within genus. 2 class of things 
having common characteristics. 3 kind, sort. 


n 2, 3 breed, class, genus, kind, race, sort, type, 
variety. 


specific /spa'siftk/ adjective 1 clearly defined. 2 
relating to particular subject; peculiar. 3 exact; 
giving full details. 4 archaic (of medicine etc.) 
for particular disease. @ noun 1 archaic specific 
medicine. 2 specific aspect. u specific gravity 
relative density. o specifically adverb. specifi- 
city /-‘fis-/ noun. 

m adjective 1, 3 clear-cut, defined, definite, 

detailed, exact, explicit, express, fixed, identified, 

itemized, known, named, particular, precise, 

predetermined, specified, unequivocal. 2 

individual, particular, peculiar, special. 


specification /spesifi'ke1J(9)n/ noun 1 specify- 
ing. 2 (esp. in plural) detailed description of 
work (to be) done or of invention, patent, etc. 
specify /'spesifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 name or 
mention expressly or as condition. 2 include in 
specifications. i 
n define, denominate, detail, enumerate, 
establish, identify, itemize, list, name, 
particularize, set out, spell out, state, stipulate. 


specimen /'spesmm/ noun 1 individual or 
sample taken as example ofclassor whole, esp. in 
experiments etc. 2 colloquial usually derogatory 
person of specified sort. 


n 1 example, exemplar, illustration, instance, 
| model, pattern, representative, sample. 
specious /'spi:fes/ adjective plausible but 
wrong. 


speck | speedy 


m casuistic, deceptive, misleading, plausible, 
seductive. 


speck noun 1 small spot or stain. 2 particle. 
@verb (esp. as specked adjective) mark with 
specks. 

noun 1 dot, fleck, mark, speckle, spot, trace. 2 

bit, crumb, fleck, grain, mite, mote, particle. 


speckle /'spek(ə)l/ oun speck, esp. one of many 
markings. @verb (-ling) (esp. as speckled 
adjective) mark with speckles. 

a verb (speckled) blotchy, brindled, dappled, 

dotted, flecked, freckled, mottled, patchy, 

spattered, spotted, spotty, sprinkled, stippled. 


specs plural noun colloquial spectacles. 
spectacle /'spektək(ə)l/ noun 1 striking, im- 
pressive, or ridiculous sight; object of public 
attention. 2 public show. 3 (in plural) pair of 
lenses in frame supported on nose and ears, to 
correct defective eyesight. 
a 1 display, exhibition, scene, sight, wonder. 2 
ceremony, display, exhibition, extravaganza, 
pageant, parade, show. 3 (spectacles) see GLASS 
noun 11. 


spectacled adjective wearing spectacles. 

spectacular /spek'tekjulo/ adjective striking, 
impressive, lavish. © noun spectacular perform- 
ance. 0 spectacularly adverb. 

m adjective beautiful, breathtaking, colourful, 

dramatic, elaborate, colloquial eye-catching, 

impressive, magnificent, ostentatious, 

sensational, showy, splendid, colloquial stunning. 


spectator /spek'terta/ moun person who 
watches a show, game, incident, etc: 0 spectator 
sport sport attracting many spectators. 0 spec- 
tate verb (-ting). 

m beholder, bystander, eyewitness, looker-on, 

observer, onlooker, passer-by, viewer, watcher, 

witness; (spectators) audience, crowd. 


specter US = SPECTRE. 
spectra plural of SPECTRUM. 


spectral /'spektr(s)l/ adjective 1 of or like 
spectres or spectra. 2 ghostly. 
spectre /'‘spekta/ noun (US specter) 1 ghost. 2 
haunting presentiment. 
m 1 apparition, ghost, phantom, spirit, vision, 
wraith. 


spectroscope /'spektreskaup/ noun instru- 
ment for recording and examining spectra. 
o spectroscopic /-'skop-/ adjective. spectro- 
scopy /-'troskəpı/ noun. 

spectrum /'spektrəm/noun( plural-tra)1 band 
ofcoloursas seen in rainbow etc. 2 entire or wide 
range of subject, emotion, etc. 3 arrangement of 
electromagnetic radiation by wavelength. 


u 2 compass, extent, gamut, orbit, range, scope, 
series, span, spread, sweep, variety. 


speculate /'spekjulert/ verb (-ting) 1 (usually + 
on, upon, about) theorize, conjecture. 2 deal in 
commodities etc. in expectation of profiting from 
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fluctuating prices. o speculation noun. specu- 
lator noun. 

m 1 conjecture, consider, hypothesize, meditate 
ponder, reflect, ruminate, surmise, theorize, think 
colloquial weigh up, wonder. 2 gamble, play the 
market, take a chance, wager. 


speculative /'spekjuletiv/ adjective 1 of or 
based on speculation. 2 (of investment) risky. 

u 1 abstract, conjectural, doubtful, hypothetical, 

notional, suppositional, suppositious, theoretical, 

unfounded, unproven, untested. 2 chancy, Slang 

dicey, colloquial dodgy, hazardous, colloquial iffy, 

risky, uncertain, unpredictable, unreliable, unsafe, 


sped past & past participle of SPEED. 


speech noun 1 faculty, act, or manner of 
speaking. 2 formal public address. 3 language, 
dialect. o speech day annual prize-giving day in 
school. speech therapy treatment for defective 
speech. 
m 1 articulation, communication, declamation, 
delivery, diction, elocution, enunciation, 
expression, language, pronunciation, speaking, 
talking, utterance. 2 address, discourse, 
disquisition, harangue, homily, lecture, 
monologue, oration, presentation, sermon, 
soliloquy, s/ang spiel, talk, tirade. 3 dialect, idiom, 
jargon, language, parlance, register, talk, tongue. 


speechify /‘spi:tSrfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) jocular 
make speeches. 

speechless adjective temporarily silenced by 
emotion etc. o speechlessness noun. 

a dumb, dumbfounded, dumbstruck, inarticulate, 

colloquial mum, mute, nonplussed, silent, 

thunderstruck, tongue-tied, voiceless. 


speed noun 1 rapidity. 2 rate of progress or 
motion. 3 gear on bicycle. 4 relative sensitivity of 
photographic film to light. 5 slang amphetamine. 
© verb (past & past participle sped) 1 go or send 
quickly. 2 (past & past participle speeded) 
travel at illegal or dangerous speed. 3 archaic be 
or make prosperous or successful. o speedboat 
fast motor boat. speed limit maximum permitted 
speed on road etc. speed up increase speed. 
speedway 1 (dirt track for) motorcycle racing. 
2 US road or track for fast vehicles. o speeder 
noun. : 
a noun 1 alacrity, briskness, archaic celerity, 
dispatch, expeditiousness, fleetness, haste, 
hurry, quickness, rapidity, speediness, swiftness. 
2 pace, rate, tempo, velocity. © verb 1 slang belt, 
bolt, bowl along, canter, career, dart, dash, flash, 
flit, fly, gallop, go like the wind, hasten, hurry, 
hurtle, make haste, colloquial nip, colloquial put 
one's foot down, race, run, rush, shoot, sprint, 
stampede, streak, colloquial tear, zoom. 2 break 
the speed limit, exceed the speed limit. a speed 
Up See ACCELERATE 1. 


speedometer /spi:‘domita/ noun instrument 
on vehicle indicating its speed. 

speedwell /'spi:dwel/ noun small blue- 
flowered herbaceous plant. 

speedy adjective (-ier, -iest) 4 rapid. 2 prompt. 
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o speedily adverb. speediness noun. 
a 41 expeditious, fast, poetical or literary fleet, 
nimble, quick, rapid, swift. 2 hasty, hurried, 

immediate, precipitate, prompt, unhesitating. 


speleology /spi:l'vlads1/ noun the study of 
caves etc. 

spell’ verb (past & past participle spelt or 
spelled) 1 write or name correctly the letters of 
(word etc.). 2 (of letters) form (word etc.). 3 result 
in; signal. a spell out 1 make out letter by letter. 
2 explain in detail. o speller noun. 


a 3 augur, bode, foretell, indicate, mean, portend, 
presage, signal, signify, suggest. 0 spell out 2 
see CLARIFY 1. 


spell? noun 1 words used as charm. 2 effect of 
these. 3 fascination. 

a 1 charm, incantation, magic formula. 2 

bewitchment, charm, conjuring, enchantment, 

sorcery, witchcraft, witchery. 3 allure, captivation, 

charm, enthralment, fascination, glamour, magic. 


spell? noun 1 (fairly) short period. 2 period of 
some activity or work. 

a 1 interval, period, phase, season. 2 session, 

stint, stretch, term, time, turn, Nautical watch. 


spellbind /‘spelbamd/ verb (past & past parti- 
ciple spellbound) 1 bind with spell; entrance. 2 
(as spellbound adjective) entranced, fascinated. 
1 bewitch, charm, enchant, entrance, hypnotize. 
2 (spellbound) bewitched, captivated, charmed, 
enchanted, enthralled, entranced, fascinated, 
transported. 


spelling noun 1 way word is spelt. 2 ability to 
spell. 


spelt' past & past participle of sPELL'. 
spelt? noun kind of wheat giving very fine flour. 


spend verb (past & past participle spent) 1 pay 
out (money). 2 use or consume (time or energy). 
3 use up. 4 (as spent adjective) having lost force 
or strength. o spendthrift extravagant person. 
o spendable adjective. spender noun. 
@ 1 slang blue, consume, slang cough up, 
disburse, expend, s/ang fork out, fritter, get 
through, invest, colloquial lash out, pay out, 
colloquial shell out, colloquial splash out, 
colloquial splurge, squander. 2 consume, devote, 
expend, fill, occupy, pass, use, waste. 3 see 
EXHAUST Verb 1. o spendthrift prodigal, 
profligate, waster, wastrel. 


Sperm noun (plural same or-s) 1 spermatozoon. 
2 semen. o sperm bank store of semen for artifi- 
cial insemination. sperm whale large whale 
hunted for spermaceti. 


Spermaceti /sps:mo'sett/ noun white waxy 
substance used for ointments etc. 

Spermatozoon  /sps:matau'zeven/ noun 
(plural -zoa) fertilizing cell of male organism. 

Spermicide /'sp3:mısard/ noun substance that 
kul spermatozoa. o spermicidal /-'sard-/ adjec- 
tive. 


speleology | spike 


Spew verb 1 (often + up) vomit. 2 (often + out) 
(cause to) gush. 


Hie eaan noun (plural -na) (in 
agnum moss) moss growing in 
used as packing etc. Se 
sphere /sfia/ noun 1 solid figure with eve 
point on its surface equidistant from centrale 
ball, globe. 3 field of action, influence, etc. 4 place 
in society. 5 historical each of revolving shells in 
which heavenly bodies were thought to be set. 
m 1, 2 ball, globe, globule, orb, spheroid. 3 area, 
department, discipline, domain, field, preserve, 
province, range, realm, scope, speciality, subject, 
territory. 4 caste, class, domain, milieu, position, 
rank, society, station, stratum, walk of life. 


spherical /'sferik(s)l/ adjective 1 shaped like 
sphere. 2 of spheres. o spherically adverb. 


a 1 ball-shaped, globe-shaped, globular, rotund, 
round, spheroidal. 


spheroid /'sfrərərd/ noun spherelike but not 
perfectly spherical body. a spheroidal /-'rard-/ 
adjective. 

sphincter /'sfmktə/ moun ring of muscle closing 
and opening orifice. 


Sphinx /sfmks/ noun 1 ancient Egyptian stone 
figure with lion's body and human or animal 
head. 2 (sphinx) inscrutable person. 


spice noun 1 aromatic or pungent vegetable sub- 
stance used as flavouring. 2 spices collectively. 
3 piquant quality. 4 slight flavour. @ verb (-cing) 
4 flavour with spice. 2 enhance. 

a noun 1 flavouring, relish, seasoning. 3 colour, 

excitement, gusto, interest, colloquial pep, 

piquancy, sharpness, stimulation, vigour, zest. 


spick and span adjective 1 trim and clean. 2 
smart, new-looking. 

spicy adjective (-ler, -iest) 1 of or flavoured with 
spice. 2 piquant; improper. o spiciness noun. 

u 1 aromatic, fragrant, gingery, hot, peppery, 

piquant, pungent, seasoned, spiced, tangy, zestful. 


spider /‘spaida/ noun 8-legged arthropod, many 
species of which spin webs esp. to capture insects 
as food. o spider plant house plant with long 
narrow leaves. 

spidery adjective elongated and thin. 

spiel /Spi:1/ noun slang glib speech orstory, sales 
pitch. 

spigot /‘spigat/ moun 1 small peg or plug. 2 
ie for controlling flow of liquid in tap. 

spike' noun 1 sharp point. 2 pointed piece of 
metal, esp. forming top of iron railing. 3 metal 
point on sole ofrunning shoe to prevent slipping. 
4 (in plural) spiked running shoes. 5 large nail. 
e verb (-king) 1 put spikes on or into. 2 fix on or 
pierce with spike. 3 colloquial add alcohol 
to (drink). 4 colloquial contaminate. o spike 
(person's) guns defeat his or her plans. 

a noun 1, 2 barb, nail, pin, point, projection, prong, 

skewer, spine, stake, tine. © verb 2 impale, 

perforate, pierce, skewer, spear, spit, stab, stick. 


spike | spirit 


spike? oun cluster of flower heads onlongstem. 


spikenard /‘spatkna:d/ noun 1 tall sweet- 
smelling plant. 2 historical aromatic ointment 
formerly made from this. 


spiky adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 like a spike; having 
spikes. 2 colloquial irritable. 


spill’ verb ( past & past participle spilt or spilled) 
1 allow (liquid etc.) to fall or run out of container, 
esp. accidentally. 2 (of liquid etc.) fall or run out 
thus. 3 throw from vehicle, saddle, etc. 4 (+ into, 
out, etc.) leave quickly. 5 slang divulge 
(information etc.). 6 shed (blood). @xoun 1 
spilling, being spilt. 2 tumble, esp. from horse 
or vehicle. o spill the beans colloquial divulge 
secret etc. o spillage noun. 

a verb 1, 2 brim over, flow, overflow, pour, run, 

slop, splash, upset. 3 discharge, drop, scatter, 

shed, throw, tip. 


spill? noun thin strip of wood, paper, etc. for light- 
ing candle etc. 


spillikin /‘spilikm/ noun 1 splinter of wood etc. 2 
(in plural) game in which thin rods are removed 
one at a time from heap without disturbing 
others. 


spilt past & past participle of sPLL'. 


spin verb (-nn-; past spun or span; past participle 
spun) 1 (cause to) turn or whirl round rapidly. 2 
make (yarn) by drawing out and twisting 
together fibres of wool etc. 3 make (web etc.) by 
extruding fine viscous thread. 4 (of person’s 
head) be in a whirl. 5 tell or compose (story etc.). 
6 toss (coin). 7 (as spun adjective) made into 
threads. @ noun 1 revolving motion; whirl. 2 
rotating dive of aircraft. 3 secondary twisting 
motion e.g. of ball in flight. 4 colloquial brief 
drive, esp. in car. o spin bowler Cricket one who 
imparts spin to ball. spin-drier, -dryer machine 
for drying clothes by spinning them in rotating 
drum. spin-dry verb. spinning wheel household 
implement for spinning yarn, with spindle 
driven by wheel with crank or treadle. spin-off 
incidental result, esp. from technology. spin out 
prolong. spin a yarn tell story. 
m verb 1 gyrate, pirouette, revolve, rotate, swirl, 
turn, twirl, twist, wheel, whirl. 4 be giddy, reel, 
suffer vertigo, swim, whirl. o spin out see 
PROLONG 1. - 


Spina bifida /spama ‘bifide/ noun congenital 
spinal defect, with protruding membranes. 


spinach /‘spmnid3/ noun green vegetable with 
edible leaves. 


spinal /'spam(e)l/ adjective of spine. a spinal 
column spine. spinal cord cylindrical nervous 
structure within spine. 

spindle /'spmd(ə)l/ noun 1 slender rod for 
twisting and winding thread in spinning. 2 pin 
or axis on which something revolves. 3 turned 
Piece of wood used as banister etc. 


| m 2 axis, axle, pin, rod, shaft. 


spindly adjective (-ier, -iest) long or tall and 
thin. 
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spindrift /‘spmdrift/ noun spray on surface of 
sea. 
spine noun 1 series of vertebrae extending from 
skull; backbone. 2 needle-like outgrowth of 
animal or plant. 3 part of book enclosing 
page-fastening. 4 ridge, sharp projection. 
Ospine-chiller suspense or horror film, Story, 
etc. spine-chilling adjective. Spine-tingling 
thrilling, pleasurably frightening. 
u 1 backbone, spinal column, vertebrae. 2 barb, 
needle, point, prickle, prong, quill, spike, spur, 
thorn. 


spineless . adjective lacking resoluteness. 
o spinelessness noun. 

m cowardly, craven, faint-hearted, feeble, 

helpless, irresolute, lily-livered, formal 

pusillanimous, soft, timid, unheroic, weak, 

colloquial wimpish. 


spinet /spr'net/ noun historical small harpsi- 
chord with oblique strings. 

spinnaker /'spməkə/ noun large triangular sail 
used at bow of yacht. s 

spinner noun 1 spin bowler. 2 person or thing 
that spins, esp. manufacturer engaged in spin- 
ning. 3 spin-drier. 4 revolving bait or lure in 
fishing. ; 

spinneret /'spmeret/ noun spinning-organ in 
spider etc. 

spinney /‘spm1/ noun (plural -s) small wood; 
thicket. 

spinster /‘spmsta/ noun unmarried woman. 
o spinsterhood noun. 

Spiny adjective (-ier, -iest) having (many) spines. 

spiraea /spar'ria/ noun (US spirea) garden plant 
related to meadowsweet. y 

spiral /'sparər(ə)l/ adjective 1 coiled in a plane or 
as round a cylinder or cone. 2 having this shape. 
@ noun 1 spiral curve. 2 progressive rise or fall. 
@ verb (-ll-; US -I-) 1 move in spiral course. 2 (of 
prices etc.) rise or fall continuously. spiral 
staircase circular staircase round central axis. 

a adjective coiled, corkscrew, turning, whorled. 

@ noun coil, curl, helix, screw, whorl. © verb 1 

turn, twist. 2 see FALL verb 4, RISE verb 7. 


spirant /'spaterant/ adjective uttered with con- 
tinuous expulsion of breath. © noun spirant con- 
sonant. 


spire noun 1 tapering structure, esp..on church 
tower. 2 any tapering thing. 


| n 1 pinnacle, steeple. - 


spirea US = SPIRAEA. ` mi 


spirit /‘sprrit/ noun 1 person's essence or intelli- 
gence; soul. 2 rational being without material 
body. 3 ghost. 4 attitude; prevailing tendency. 5 
person's character. 6 type of person. 7 distilled 
volatile liquid. 8 (usually in plural) distilled 
alcoholic liquor. 9 courage, vivacity. 10 essential 
as opposed to formal meaning. 11 (in plura 
mood. @verb (-t-) (usually + away, off, etc. 
convey mysteriously. o spirit gum quick-drying 
gum for attaching false hair. spirit lamp lamp 
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burning methylated or other volatile spirit. 
spirit level device used to test horizontality. 

a noun 1 breath, mind, psyche, soul. 3 apparition, 
bogey, demon, devil, genie, ghost, ghoul, 
colloquial gremlin, incubus, nymph, phantasm, 
phantom, poltergeist, literary shade, shadow, 
spectre, colloquial spook, sprite, sylph, vision, 
visitant, wraith, zombie. 4 atmosphere, attitude, 
feeling, mood, tendency. 8 (spirits) see ALCOHOL 2. 
9 animation, bravery, cheerfulness, confidence, 
courage, daring, determination, dynamism, 
energy, enthusiasm, fire, fortitude, colloquial 
get-up-and-go, go, colloquial guts, heroism, 
liveliness, mettle, morale, motivation, optimism, 
pluck, resolve, valour, verve, vivacity, will-power, 
zest. 10 aim, essence, heart, intention, meaning, 
purpose, sense. 


courageous. 
a-spirited in specified mood. o spiritedly 
adverb. 


spirited adjective lively, 


a active, animated, assertive, brave, brisk, 
buoyant, courageous, daring, determined, 
dynamic, energetic, enterprising, enthusiastic, 
frisky, gallant, colloquial gutsy, intrepid, lively, 
mettlesome, plucky, positive, resolute, sparkling, 
sprightly, vigorous, vivacious. 


spiritless adjective 
courage. 

a apathetic, cowardly, defeatist, despondent, 

dispirited, dull, irresolute, lacklustre, languid, 

lethargic, lifeless, listless, melancholy, negative, 

passive, slow, unenterprising, unenthusiastic. 


lacking vivacity or 


spiritual /'sprıtfvəl/ adjective 1 of spirit. 2 reli- 
gious; divine; inspired. 3 refined, sensitive. 
© noun (also Negro spiritual) religious song ori- 
ginally of American blacks. a spirituality /-'æl-/ 
noun. spiritually adverb. 

m adjective 1 incorporeal, inner, psychic, 

psychical. 2 devotional, devout, divine, heavenly, 

holy, religious, sacred, unworldly. 


Spiritualism noun belief in, and practice of, 
communication with the dead, esp. through 
mediums. o spiritualist moun. spiritualistic 
/-lis-/ adjective. 

spirituous /'spiritfuas/ adjective 1 very alco- 
holic. 2 distilled as well as fermented. 


Spit verb (-tt-; past & past participle spat or spit) 
1 eject saliva from mouth. 2 do this as gesture of 
contempt. 3 (usually + out) eject (food, saliva, 
etc.) from mouth. 4 utter vehemently. 5 (of fire 
etc.) throw out with explosion. 6 make spitting 
noise. 7 (of rain etc.) fall lightly. @ noun 1 spittle. 
2 spitting. o spitfire fiery-tempered person. spit- 
ting distance colloquial very short distance. 
spitting image colloquial exact counterpart or 
likeness. $ 

u verb 1 dribble, expectorate, salivate, splutter. 3 

(spit out) see DISCHARGE verb 4. 4-6 splutter, 

sputter. © noun 1 dribble, saliva, spittle, sputum. 

O spitting image see TWIN noun 2. 


Spit? noun 1 rod for skewering meat for roasting 
over fire etc. 2 point of land projecting into sea. 


spirited | splendid 


3 spade-depth of earth. © verb (-tt-) pierce (as) 
with spit. o spit-roast roast on spit. 


Spite noun ill will, malice. @ verb (-ting) hurt, 
thwart. o in spite of notwithstanding. 

u noun animosity, animus, antagonism, slang 
bitchiness, bitterness, cattiness, gall, hate, hatred, 
hostility, ill feeling, ill will, malevolence, malice, 
maliciousness, malignity, rancour, resentment, 
pisen, venom, vindictiveness. @ verb see ANNOY 


Spiteful adjective malicious. 
adverb. spitefulness noun. 

m acid, acrimonious, slang bitchy, bitter, catty, 

cruel, cutting, hateful, hostile, hurtful, ill-natured, 

malevolent, malicious, nasty, poisonous, punitive, 

rancorous, resentful, revengeful, sharp, snide, 

sour, unforgiving, venomous, vicious, vindictive. 


o spitefully 


spittle /'sprt(ə)l/ noun saliva. 
spittoon /sp1'tu:n/ moun vessel to spit into. 


spiv noun colloquial man, esp. flashily-dressed 
one, living from shady dealings. ospivvish 
adjective. spivvy adjective. 

splash verb 1 (cause to) scatter in drops. 2 wet 
or stain by splashing. 3 (usually + across, along, 
about, etc.) move with splashing. 4 jump or fall 
into water etc. with splash. 5 display (news) con- 
spicuously. 6 decorate with scattered colour. 7 
spend (money) ostentatiously. © oun 1 act or 
noise of splashing. 2 quantity splashed. 3 mark 
of splashing. 4 prominent news feature, display, 
etc. 5 patch of colour. 6 colloquial small quantity 
ofsoda water etc. (in drink). o splashback panel 
behind sink etc. to protect wall from splashes. 
splashdown alighting of spacecraft on sea. 
splash down verb. splash out colloquial spend 
money freely. 

m verb 1, 2 bespatter, shower, slop, colloquial 

slosh, spatter, spill, splatter, spray, sprinkle, 

squirt. 3 dabble, paddle, wade. 5 blazon, display, 

exhibit, flaunt, publicize, show, spread. o splash 

out see SPEND 1. 


splat colloquial noun sharp splattering sound. 
@ adverb with splat. © verb (-tt-) fall or hit with 
splat. 

splatter /'splætə/ verb & noun splash, esp. with 
continuous noisy action; spatter. 

splay verb 1 spread apart. 2 (of opening) have 
sides diverging. 3 make (opening) with divergent 
sides. @ noun surface at oblique angle to another. 
© adjective splayed. 


spleen noun 1 abdominal organ regulating 
quality of blood. 2 moroseness, irritability. 


splendid /'splendid/ adjective 1 magnificent; 

glorious, dignified. 2 excellent. o splendidly 

adverb. 
a 1 admirable, awe-inspiring, beautiful, brilliant, 
costly, dazzling, dignified, elegant, glittering, 
colloquial glorious, colloquial gorgeous, grand, 
handsome, imposing, impressive, lavish, 
luxurious, magnificent, majestic, noble, ornate, 
ostentatious, palatial, colloquial posh, literary 


splendiferous | spoken 


refulgent, regal, resplendent, rich, royal, showy, 
spectacular, colloquial splendiferous, stately, 
sublime, sumptuous. 2 excellent, colloquial 
fabulous, colloquial fantastic, fine, first-class, 
great, marvellous, outstanding, colloquial super, 
colloquial superb, supreme, wonderful. 


splendiferous /splen'diferas/ adjective collo- 
quial splendid. 

splendour /‘splenda/ noun (US splendor) 1 daz- 
zling brightness. 2 magnificence. 

u 1 brightness, brilliance, dazzle, glitter, literary 

refulgence. 2 beauty, ceremony, costliness, 

display, elegance, glitter, glory, grandeur, luxury, 

magnificence, majesty, nobility, ostentation, 

pomp, pomp and circumstance, richness, show, 

spectacle, stateliness, sumptuousness. 


splenetic /spli'netik/ adjective bad-tempered, 
peevish. 

splenic /'splentk/ adjective of or in spleen. 

splice verb (-cing) 1 join (ropes) by interweav- 
ing strands. 2 join (pieces of wood, tape, etc.) by 
overlapping. 3 (esp. as spliced adjective) collo- 
quial join in marriage. © moun join made by 
splicing. 

m verb 1 entwine, intertwine, join, knit, tie together. 

3 bind, formal conjoin, join, marry, unite. 


splint noun strip of wood etc. bound to broken 
limb while it heals. @ verb secure with splint. 


splinter /‘splmta/ noun small sharp fragment of 
wood, stone, glass, etc. @ verb split into splinters; 
shatter. o splinter group small group that has 
broken away from larger group. o splintery 
adjective. 

u noun chip, flake, fragment, shard, shaving, 

shiver, sliver. © verb break, chip, crack, fracture, 

shatter, shiver, smash, split. 


split verb (-tt-; past & past participle split) 1 
break, esp. lengthwise or with grain; break for- 
cibly. 2 (often + up) divide into parts, esp. equal 
shares. 3 divide into branches. 4 (often + off, 
away) remove or be removed by breaking or 
dividing. 5 (usually + on, over, etc.) divide into 
disagreeing or hostile parties. 6 cause fission of 
(atom). 7 slang leave, esp. suddenly. 8 (usually + 
on) colloquial inform. 9 (of head) suffer severe 
headache. 10 (as splitting adjective) (of head- 
ache) severe. @ noun 1 splitting. 2 place where 
thing is split. 3 disagreement, schism. 4 (in 
plural) feat of leaping or sitting with legs 
straight and pointing in opposite directions. 
O split hairs make oversubtle distinctions. split 
infinitive one with adverb etc. inserted between 
to and verb (see note below). split-level with 
more than one level. split one's sides be con- 
vulsed with laughter. split personality condition 
of alternating personalities. split pin metal 
cotter with its two ends splayed out after passing 
through hole. split second very short time. 
split-second adjective 1 very rapid. 2 (of timing) 
very accurate. split up 1 separate. 2 end relation- 
ship. 


USAGE Split infinitives, as in 7 want to quickly 
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sum up and One's job is to really get toknowe 
body, are common in informal English, but 
people consider them incorrect and prefer Twant 
quickly to sum up or I want to sum up quickly, 
They should therefore be avoided in formal 
English, but note that just changing the order of 
words can alter the meaning, e.g. One's job is 
really to get to know everybody. 

m verb 1 break, chop, literary cleave, crack, cut, 
archaic rend, rip apart, rip open, slash, slice, slit, 
tear. 2 allocate, allot, apportion, distribute, divide, 
halve, separate, share. 3 bifurcate, branch, 
diverge, divide, fork. 5 break up, divide, divorce, go 
separate ways, move apart, part, separate. 8 see 
INFORM 2. @ noun 2 break, chink, cleavage, cleft, 
crack, cranny, crevice, fissure, furrow, gash, 
groove, leak, opening, rent, rift, rip, rupture, slash, 
slit, tear. 3 breach, dichotomy, difference, 
dissension, divergence of opinion, division, 
divorce, estrangement, quarrel, schism, 
separation. 


splodge colloquial noun daub, blot, smear. 
@verb (-ging) make splodge on. csplodgy 
adjective. 
splosh colloquial verb move with splashing 
sound. @ moun 1 splashing sound. 2 splash of 
water etc. 


splotch noun & verb splodge. o splotchy adjec- 
tive. 

splurge colloquial noun 1 sudden extravagance. 
2 ostentatious display or effort. © verb (-ging) 
(usually + on) make splurge. ` 

splutter /'splata/ verb 1 speak or express in 
choking manner. 2 emit spitting sounds. 3 speak 
rapidly or incoherently. onoun spluttering 
speech or sound. 

spoil verb (past & past participle spoilt or 
spoiled) 1 make or become useless or unsatis- 
factory. 2 reduce enjoyment etc. of. 3 ruin char- 
acter of by over-indulgence. 4 decay, go bad. 
@noun (usually in plural) 1 plunder; stolen 
goods. 2 profit or advantages accruing from 
success or position. a spoilsport person who 
spoils others’ enjoyment. spoilt for choice 
having excessive number of choices. 

u verb 1, 2 blight, blot, blotch, bungle, damage, 

deface, destroy, disfigure, harm, injure, make a 

mess of, mar, mess up, ruin, stain, undermine, 

undo, upset, vitiate, worsen, wreck. 3 coddle, 

cosset, dote on, indulge, make a fuss of, 

mollycoddle, over-indulge, pamper. 4 curdle, 

decay, decompose, go bad, go off, moulder, perish, 

putrefy, rot, turn. 


spoiler noun 1 device on aircraft to increase 
drag. 2 device on vehicle to improve road- 
holding at speed. 

Spoilt past & past participle of spol. 

spoke! noun each of rods running from hub w 
rim of wheel. o put a spoke in (person's) whee! 
thwart, hinder. 

spoke? past of SPEAK. 

spoken past participle of speak. © adjective 
uttered in speech. a spoken for claimed. 
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| n adjective oral, unwritten, verbal, viva voce. 


spokesman /‘spauksmen/ noun (feminine 
spokeswoman) person who speaks for others; 
representative. 

spokesperson /'spauksp3:s(9)n/ noun (plural 
-s or spokespeople) spokesman or spokes- 
woman. 


m mouthpiece, representative, spokesman, 
| spokeswoman. 


spoliation /spaulr'eif(e)n/ noun plundering, 
pillage. 

spondee /'spondi:/ noun metrical foot of two 
long syllables. 0 spondaic /-'deuk/ adjective. 

sponge /spand3/ noun 1 sea animal with porous 
body wall and tough elastic skeleton. 2 this skel- 
eton or piece of porous rubber etc. used in 
bathing, cleaning, etc. 3 thing like sponge in con- 
sistency, esp. sponge cake. 4 act of sponging. 
overb (-ging) 1 wipe or clean with sponge. 2 
(often + out, away, etc.) wipe off or rub out (as) 
with sponge. 3 (often + up) absorb (as) with 
sponge. 4 (often + on, off) live as parasite. 
u sponge bag waterproof bag for toilet articles. 
sponge cake, pudding one of light spongelike 
consistency. sponge rubber porous rubber. 


a verb 1 clean, cleanse, mop, rinse, wash, wipe. 4 
(sponge on, off ) be dependent on, colloquial 
cadge from, scrounge from. 


Sponger noun parasitic person. 


spongy adjective (-ier, -iest) like a sponge; 
porous, elastic, absorbent. 


m absorbent, compressible, elastic, porous, soft, 
springy, yielding. 


Sponsor /'sppnsa/ noun 1 person who pledges 
money to charity in return for specified activity 
by someone. 2 patron of artistic or sporting activ- 
ity etc. 3 company etc. financing broadcast in 
return for advertising. 4 person introducing 
legislation. 5 godparent at baptism. © verb be 
sponsor for. o sponsorship noun. 

m noun 1, 2 backer, benefactor, donor, patron, 

promoter, supporter. © verb back, finance, fund, 

help, patronize, promote, subsidize, support, 
underwrite. u sponsorship aegis, auspices, 
backing, benefaction, funding, patronage, 

Promotion, support. 


Spontaneous /spnn'temies/ adjective 1 acting, 
done, or occurring without external cause; 
unplanned. 2 instinctive, automatic, natural. 
o spontaneity /-tə'nerətr/ noun. spontaneously 
adverb. 

m 1 ad lib, extempore, impromptu, impulsive, off 

the cuff, unplanned, unpremeditated, unprepared, 

unrehearsed, voluntary. 2 automatic, instinctive, 
instinctual, involuntary, mechanical, natural, 
reflex, unconscious, unconstrained, unforced, 
unthinking. 


Spoof /spu:f/ noun & verb colloquial 1 parody. 2 
hoax, swindle. 


Spook /spu:k/ colloquial noun ghost. @ verb esp. 


spokesman | sporting 


US frighten, unnerve: become alarmed. 
O spooky adjective (-ier, -iest). 


@ ü spooky creepy, eerie, frightening, ghostly, 
haunted, mysterious, colloquial scary, uncanny, 
unearthly, weird. 


Spool /spu:]/ noun 1 reel on which something 
is wound. 2 revolving cylinder of angler's reel. 
© verb wind on spool. 

@ noun 1 bobbin, reel. 


Spoon /spu:n/ noun 1 utensil with bowl and 
handle for putting food in mouth or for stirring 
etc. 2 spoonful. 3 spoon-shaped thing, esp. (in full 
Spoon-bait) revolving metal fish-lure. © verb 1 
(often + up, out) take (liquid etc.) with spoon. 
2 hit (ball) feebly upwards. o spoonbill wading 
bird with broad flat-tipped bill. speon-feed 1 
feed with spoon. 2 give help etc. to (person) 
without demanding any effort from recipient. 
u spoonful noun (plural -s). 


u a spoon-feed cosset, help, indulge, 
mollycoddle, pamper, spoil. 


Spoonerism /‘spu:neriz(s)m/ noun (usually 
accidental) transposition of initial sounds of two 
or more words. 

Spoor /spva/ noun animal’s track or scent. 


| n footprints, scent, traces, track. 


sporadic /spa'reedik/ adjective occurring only 
sparsely or occasionally. o sporadically adverb. 


m erratic, fitful, intermittent, Irregular, occasional, 
periodic, scattered, separate, unpredictable. 


Spore noun reproductive cell of ferns, fungi, pro- 
tozoa, etc. 

sporran /‘sporen/ moun pouch worn in front of 
kilt. 


sport noun 1 game or competitive activity 
usually involving physical exertion. 2 these col- 
lectively. 3 (in plural) meeting for competition 
in athletics. 4 amusement, fun. 5 colloquial 
sportsman; good fellow. 6 colloquial person with 
specified attitude to games, rules, etc. @ verb 1 
amuse oneself; play about. 2 wear or exhibit, esp. 
ostentatiously. a sports car low-built fast car. 
sports coat, jacket man’s informal jacket. 
sports ground piece of land used for sport. 
sportswear 1 clothes for sports. 2 informal 
clothes. 
m noun 1, 2 activity, athletics, exercise, game(s), 
pastime, physical education, physical training, 
recreation. 4 amusement, badinage, banter, 
diversion, enjoyment, entertainment, fun, humour, 
jesting, joking, merriment, play, pleasure, raillery, 
teasing. © verb 1 caper, cavort, divert oneself, 
frisk about, frolic, gambol, colloquial lark about, 
play about, romp, skip about. 2 display, exhibit, 
flaunt, show off, wear. O sports ground arena, 
court, field, ground, pitch, playground, playing 
area, playing field, recreation ground, stadium. 


sporting adjective 1 of or interested in sport. 2 
generous, fair. o sporting chance some possibil- 
ity of success. o sportingly adverb. 


m 2 considerate, fair, generous, good-humoured, 
| honourable, sportsmanlike. 


sportive | spread 


sportive adjective playful. 
m coltish, frisky, kittenish, light-hearted, playful, 
sprightly, waggish. 


sportsman /'spo:tsmən/ noun (feminine 
sportswoman) 1 person engaging in sport. 2 fair 
and generous person. oO sportsmanlike adjec- 
tive. sportsmanship noun. 


sportsperson /'spo:tsp3:s(a)n/ noun (plural-s 
or sportspeople) sportsman or sportswoman. 

m contestant, participant, player, sportsman, 
| sportswoman. 


sporty adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 1 fond of 
sport. 2 rakish, showy. 


m 1 active, athletic, energetic, fit. 2 casual, 
informal, loud, rakish, showy, slang snazzy. 


spot noun 1 small mark differing in colour etc. 
from surface it is on. 2 pimple, blemish. 3 par- 
ticular place; locality. 4 particular part of one’s 
body or character. 5 colloquial one’s (regular) 
position in organization, programme, etc. 6 collo- 
quial small quantity. 7 drop (of rain etc.). 8 spot- 
light. 9 colloquial difficult situation. © verb (-tt-) 
1 colloquial pick out. 2 colloquial recognize. 3 
colloquial catch sight of. 4 watch for and take 
note of (trains, talent, etc.). 5 (esp. as spotted 
adjective) mark with spots. 6 make spots; rain 
slightly. o on the spot 1 at scene of event. 2 collo- 
quial in position demanding response or action. 
3 without delay. 4 without moving backwards 
or forwards. spot cash money paid immediately 
after sale. spot check sudden or random check. 
spotlight @ noun 1 beam of light directed on 
small area. 2 lamp projecting this. 3 full publi- 
city. © verbdirect spotlight on. spot on colloquial 
precise(ly). spotted dick suet pudding con- 
taining currants. spot-weld join (metal surfaces) 
by welding at points. o spotter noun. 
m noun 1 blot, blotch, dot, fleck, mark, patch, 
smudge, speck, speckle, stain, stigma. 2 
birthmark, blemish, blotch, boil, discoloration, 
freckle, mole, pimple, pock, pock-mark, esp. US 
slang zit; (spots) acne, impetigo, rash. 3 locale, 
locality, location, neighbourhood, place, point, 
position, scene, setting, site, situation. 6 bit, 
colloquial smidgen. 7 bead, blob, drop. 9 
difficulties, disputed dilemma, fix, colloquial jam, 
mess, predicament, quandary. © verb 1 see SEE' 
1. 5 blot, discolour, fleck, mark, mottle, smudge, 
spatter, speckle, splash, spray, stain. 


spotless adjective absolutely clean or pure; 
unblemished. o spotlessly adverb. 
| m blameless, clean, faultless, flawless, fresh, 
immaculate, innocent, irreproachable, laundered, 
pure, unblemished, unmarked, unspotted, 
unsullied, untarnished, white. 


spotty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 marked with spots. 
2 patchy, irregular. 
| m 1 blotchy, dappled, flecked, freckled, mottled, 
pimply, pock-marked, spattered, speckled, 
colloquial splodgy, spotted. 


Spouse /spauz/ noun husband or wife. 
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u colloquial better half, helpmate, husband, 
partner, wife. 


spout /spaut/ noun 1 projecting tube or lip for 
pouring from teapot, kettle, jug, fountain, 
roof-gutter, etc. 2 jet of liquid. © verb 1 discharge 
or issue forcibly in jet. 2 utter at length or pom- 
pously. a up the spout slang 1 useless, ruined, 2 
pregnant. 

a noun 1 duct, gargoyle, jet, lip, nozzle, outlet, rose 

(of watering can). 2 see JET' noun 1. © verb1 

discharge, emit, erupt, flow, gush, jet, pour, shoot, 

spew, spit, spurt, squirt, stream. 2 see TALK verb 

1. 


sprain verb wrench (ankle, wrist, etc.) causing 
pain or swelling. © noun such injury. 


Sprang past of SPRING. 
sprat noun small sea fish. 


sprawl verb 1 sit, lie, or fall with limbs spread 
out untidily. 2 spread untidily; straggle. © noun 
1 sprawling movement, position, or mass. 2 
straggling urban expansion. 

m verb 1 flop, lean back, lie, loll, lounge, recline, 

relax, slouch, slump, spread out, stretch out. 2 be 

scattered, branch out, spread (out), straggle. 


spray’ noun 1 water etc. flying in small drops. 2 
liquid intended for spraying. 3 device for spray- 
ing. © verb 1 throw (liquid) as spray. 2 sprinkle 
(as) with spray. 3 (of tom-cat) mark environment 
with urine to attract females. ospray-gun 
device for spraying paint etc. 0 sprayer noun. 

a noun 1 drizzle, droplets, fountain, mist, shower, 

splash, sprinkling. 3 aerosol, atomizer, spray-gun, 

sprinkler, vaporizer. © verb 1, 2 diffuse, disperse, 
scatter, shower, spatter, splash, sprinkle. 


Spray’ noun 1 sprig with flowers or leaves, small 
branch. 2 ornament in similar form. 


u 1 arrangement, bouquet, branch, bunch, 
corsage, posy, sprig. 


spread /spred/ verb (past & past participle 
spread) 1 (often + out) open, extend, unfold. 2 
(often + out) cause to cover larger area. 3 (often 
+ out) have wide or increasing extent. 4 (cause 
to) become widely known. 5 (cause to) cover; 
apply. 6 lay (table). © moun 1 act, capability, or 
extent of spreading. 2 diffusion. 3 breadth. 4 
increased girth. 5 difference between two rates, 
prices, etc. 6 colloquial elaborate meal. 7 paste 
for spreading on bread etc. 8 bedspread. 9 
printed matter spread across more than one 
column. o spread eagle figure of eagle with legs 
and wings extended as emblem. spreadeagled 1 
placed with arms and legs spread out. 2 utterly 
defeated. spreadsheet computer program for 
handling tabulated figures etc., esp. in account- 
ing. 
verb 1 display, extend, fan out, lay out, open out, 
unfold, unfurl, unroll. 3 broaden, enlarge, expand, 
extend, lengthen, mushroom, proliferate, sprawl, 
widen. 4 advertise, broadcast, circulate, diffuse, 
disperse, disseminate, distribute, divulge, give out, 
make known, pass on, proclaim, promote, 
promulgate, publicize, publish, transmit. 5 apply 
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cover, plaster, scatter, smear, strew. 6 arrange, lay, 
set, © noun 1 broadening, development, 
expansion, extension, growth, increase, 
proliferation. 2 broadcasting, circulation, 
diffusion, dispersal, dissemination, distribution, 
passing on, promotion, promulgation. 3 breadth, 
compass, extent, size, span, stretch, sweep. 6 see 
MEAL". 


spree noun colloquial 1 extravagant outing. 2 
bout of drinking etc. 


1 fling, outing, colloquial splurge. 2 slang binge, 
| debauch, fling, frolic, orgy, revel. 


sprig noun 1 small branch or shoot. 2 ornament 
resembling this, esp. on fabric. © verb (-gg-) 
ornament with sprigs. 

sprightly /'spraitl1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) viva- 
cious, lively. o sprightliness noun. 

m active, agile, animated, brisk, energetic, jaunty, 

lively, nimble, perky, playful, spirited, sportive, 

spry, vivacious. 


spring verb (past sprang; past participle 
sprung) 1 rise rapidly or suddenly; leap. 2 move 
rapidly (as) by action of a spring. 3 (usually + 
Srom) originate. 4 (usually + up) (cause to) act or 
appear unexpectedly. 5 slang contrive escape of 
(person from prison etc.). 6 (usually as sprung 
adjective) provide with springs. © noun 1 jump, 
leap. 2 recoil. 3 elasticity. 4 elastic device usually 
of coiled metal used esp. to drive clockwork or 
for cushioning in furniture or vehicles. 5 season 
of year between winter and summer. 6 (often + 
of) early stage of life etc. 7 place where water, 
oil, etc. wells up from earth. 8 basin or flow so 
formed. 9 motive for or origin of action, custom, 
etc. o spring a leak develop leak. spring balance 
device measuring weight by tension of spring. 
Springboard 1 flexible board for leaping or 
diving from. 2 source of impetus. spring-clean 
@noun thorough cleaning of house, esp. in 
spring. © verb clean thus. spring greens young 
cabbage leaves. spring onion young onion eaten 
raw. spring roll Chinese fried pancake filled with 
vegetables etc. spring tide tide with greatest rise 
and fall. springtime season or period of spring. 
m verb 1 bounce, bound, hop, jump, leap, pounce, 
vault. 3 (spring from) come from, derive from, 
Proceed from, stem from. 4 (spring up) appear, 
arise, burst forth, come up, develop, emerge, 
germinate, grow, shoot up, sprout. © noun 1 
bounce, bound, hop, jump, leap, pounce, vault. 3 
buoyancy, elasticity, give, resilience. 4 coil, 
mainspring. 7 poetical fount, fountain, geyser, 
Source (of river), spa, well, well-spring. 


Springbok /‘sprmbok/ noun (plural same or-s) 
S. African gazelle. 
Springer noun small spaniel. 
Springy adjective (-ier, -iest) elastic. 
m colloquial bendy, elastic, flexible, pliable, 
resilient, spongy, stretchy, supple. 


Sprinkle /'sprigk(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 scatter or fall 
in small drops or particles. 2 (often + with) 
subject to sprinkling. @ noun (usually + of) light 
Shower, sprinkling. 


Spree | spur 


m verb drip, dust, pe er, scatter 
Splash, spray, sia i eee 


sprinkler noun de 
extinguishing fires, 
Sprinkling noun small s 

ener parse number or 
Sprint verb run short distance at top speed. 
@noun 1 such run. 2 similar short effort in 
cycling, swimming, etc. o sprinter noun. 

| m verb dash, hare, race, run, speed, colloquial tear. 


Sprit noun small diagonal spar from mast to 
upper outer corner of sail. o spritsail /'sprits(a)1/ 
sail extended by sprit. * 

sprite noun elf, fairy. 

spritzer /'‘spritsa/ noun drink of white wine with 
soda water. 

sprocket /‘sprokit/ noun projection on rim of 
wheel engaging with links of chain. 

sprout /spraut/ verb 1 put forth (shoots etc.). 2 
begin Me grow. @ noun 1 plant shoot. 2 Brussels 
sprou 


m verb 1 develop, grow, put forth. 2 bud, come up, 
develop, emerge, germinate, grow, shoot up, 
spring up. @ noun 1 bud, shoot. 


spruce’ adjective of trim appearance; smart. 
© verb (-cing) (usually + up) make or become 
smart. o sprucely adverb. spruceness noun. 
adjective clean, dapper, elegant, groomed, 
colloquial natty, neat, colloquial posh, smart, tidy, 
trim, well dressed, well groomed, well turned out. 
@ verb (spruce up) see TIDY verb. 


ice for sprinkling lawn or 


spruce? noun 1 conifer with dense conical 
foliage. 2 its wood. 

sprung past participle of SPRING. 

spry /sprat/ adjective (-er, -est) lively, nimble. 
Ospryly adverb. 

spud noun 1 colloquial potato. 2 small narrow 
spade for weeding. e@verb (-dd-) (+ up, out) 
remove with spud. 

spumante /spu:'mzentt/ noun Italian sparkling 
white wine. 

spume /spju:m/ noun & verb (-ming) froth, 
foam. o spumy adjective (-ier, -iest). 

spun past & past participle of spin. O spun silk 
cheap material containing waste silk. 

spunk noun colloquial mettle, spirit. o spunky 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 

spurnoun small spike or spiked wheel attached 
to rider’s heel for urging horse forward. 2 stimu- 
lus, incentive. 3 spur-shaped thing, esp. projec- 
tion from mountain (range), branch road or 
railway, or hard projection on cock's leg. © verb 
(-rr-) 1 prick (horse) with spur. 2 (often + on) 
incite, encourage. 3 stimulate (interest etc.). 
n on the spur of the moment on impulse. 

n noun 2 encouragement, goad, impetus, 

incentive, incitement, inducement, motivation, 

motive, prod, prompting, stimulus, urging. 3 

branch, projection. @ verb 2 animate, egg on, 

encourage, impel, incite, motivate, pressure, 

pressurize, prick, prod, prompt, stimulate, urge. 


spurge | squat 


spurge noun plant with acrid milky juice. 
spurious /'spjuaries/ adjective not genuine, 
fake. 
spurn verb reject with disdain or contempt. 
| u disown, give the cold shoulder to, jilt, rebuff, 


reject, renounce, repel, repudiate, repulse, shun, 
| snub, turn one’s back on. 
spurt verb 1 (cause to) gush out in jet or stream. 
2 make sudden effort. © noun 1 sudden gushing 
out; jet. 2 short burst of speed, growth, etc. 
sputnik /'sputnik/ noun Russian artificial earth 
satellite. 
sputter /'spata/ verb & noun splutter. 
sputum /'spju:tam/ noun thick coughed-up 
mucus. - 
spy noun (plural spies) 1 person secretly col- 
lecting and reporting information for a govern- 
ment, company, etc. 2 person watching others 
secretly. @ verb (spies, spied) 1 discern, see. 2 
(often + on) act as spy. O spyglass small tele- 
scope. spyhole peephole. spy out explore or dis- 
cover, esp. secretly. o spying noun. 
u noun contact, double agent, fifth columnist, 
slang grass, infiltrator, informant, informer, slang 
mole, private detective, secret agent, colloquial 
snooper, stool-pigeon, undercover agent. © verb 
4 see SEE’ 1. 2 eavesdrop, gather intelligence, 
colloquial snoop; (spy on) keep under 
surveillance, colloquial tail, trail, watch. o spying 
detective work, eavesdropping, espionage, 
intelligence, colloquial snooping, surveillance. 


sq. abbreviation square. 

Sqn. Ldr. abbreviation Squadron Leader. 

squab /skwob/ noun 1 young esp. unfledged 
pigeon etc. 2 short fat person. 3 stuffed cushion, 
esp. as part of car-seat. 4 sofa. © adjective short 
and fat. 

squabble /‘skwob(e)l/ noun petty or noisy 
quarrel. © verb (-ling) engage in squabble. 


m verb argue, bicker, clash, quarrel, colloquial row, 
wrangle. 


squad /skwod/ noun 1 small group sharing task 
etc., esp. of soldiers or police officers. 2 team. 
o squad car police car. 
squaddie noun (also squaddy) (plural -ies) 
slang 1 recruit. 2 private. 
squadron /'skwodren/ noun 1 unit of RAF with 
10-18 aircraft. 2 detachment of warships 
employed on particular service. 3 organized 
group etc., esp. cavalry division of two troops. 
. Osquadron leader RAF officer commanding 
squadron, next below wing commander. 
squalid /‘skwolid/ adjective filthy, dirty; mean 
in appearance. 2 sordid, morally degrading. 
m 1 dingy, dirty, disgusting, filthy, foul, 
insalubrious, mean, mucky, nasty, 
poverty-stricken, repulsive, run-down, sleazy, 
slummy, sordid, ugly, uncared-for, unpleasant, 
wretched. 2 corrupt, degrading, dishonest, 
dishonourable, disreputable, immoral, 
scandalous, shabby, shameful, sordid, unethical, 
unworthy. ' 
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squall /skwo:l/ noun 1 sudden or violent gust 
or storm. 2 discordant cry; scream. © verb utter 
(with) squall; scream. o squally adjective. 


squalor /'skwole/ noun filthy or squalid state, 
squander /‘skwonde/ verb spend wastefully. 


u slang blow, slang blue, dissipate, fritter, misuse, 
colloquial splurge, use up, waste. 


square /skwea/ noun 1 rectangle with 4 equal 
sides. 2 object of (roughly) this shape. 3 open 
area enclosed by buildings. 4 product of number 
multiplied by itself. 5 L- or T-shaped instrument 
for obtaining or testing right angles. 6 slang con- 
ventional or old-fashioned person. © adjective 4 
square-shaped. 2 having or in form of a right 
angle. 3 angular; not round. 4 designating unit 
of measure equal to area of square whose side is 
one of the unit specified. 5 (usually + with) level, 
parallel. 6 (usually + to) perpendicular. 7 sturdy, 
squat. 8 arranged. 9 (also all square) with no 
money owed. 10 (also all square) (of scores) 
equal. 11 fair, honest. 12 direct. 13 slang conven- 
tional, old-fashioned. © adverb squarely. © verb 
(-ring) 1 make square. 2 multiply (number) by 
itself. 3 (usually + to, with) make or be consistent; 
reconcile. 4 (often as squared adjective) mark out 
in squares. 5 settle (bill etc.). 6 place (shoulders 
etc.) squarely facing forwards. 7 colloquial pay, 
bribe. 8 make scores of (match etc.) equal. 
o square brackets brackets of the form [ ] (see 
panel at BRACKET). square dance dance with 4 
couples facing inwards from 4 sides. square deal 
fair bargain or treatment. square leg Cricket 
fielding position on batsman’s leg side nearly 
opposite stumps. square meal substantial 
meal. square-rigged having 4-sided sails set 
across length of ship. square root number that 
multiplied by itself gives specified number. 
o squarely adverb. 

a noun 3 piazza. 6 often derogatory bourgeois, 

conformist, conservative, diehard, colloquial 

fuddy-duddy, old fogey, colloquial 

stick-in-the-mud, traditionalist. © adjective 11 

above board, decent, equitable, ethical, fair, 

honest, honourable, proper, colloquial straight. 

© verb 4 (squared) checked, chequered, 

criss-crossed. 5 see SETTLE' 13. 


squash’ /skwoJ/ verb 1 crush or squeeze flat or 
into pulp. 2 (often + into) colloquial force into 
small space; crowd. 3 belittle; bully. 4 suppress. 
@ noun 1 crowd; crowded state. 2 drink made 0 
crushed fruit. 3 (in full squash rackets) game 
played with rackets and small ball in cl 
court. o squashy adjective (-ier, -iest). 
u verb 1 compress, crumple, crush, flatten, 
mangle, mash, pound, press, pulp, smash, stamp 
on, tamp down, tread on. 2 cram, crowd, pack, 
push, ram, shove, squeeze, stuff, thrust, wedge. 3 
crush, humiliate, colloquial put down, silence, 
snub. 4 control, put down, quash, quell, repress, 
suppress. 0 squashy mushy, pulpy, shapeless, 
soft, spongy, squelchy, yielding. 


squash? /skwof/ noun (plural same or -e5) 1 
trailing annual plant. 2 gourd of this. 


squat /skwot/ verb (-tt-) 1 sit on one’s heels, oF 
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on ground with knees drawn up. 2 colloquial sit 
down. 3 act as squatter. © adjective (-tt-) short 
and thick; dumpy. © noun 1 squatting posture, 2 
place occupied by squatter(s). 

m verb 1 crouch, sit. © adjective dumpy, plump, 
podgy, short, stocky, thick, thickset. 


squatter noun person who inhabits unoccupied 
premises without permission. 


squaw noun N. American Indian woman or 
wife. 

squawk noun 1 harsh cry. 2 complaint. © verb 
utter squawk. 


squeak noun 1 short high-pitched cry or sound. 
2 (also narrow squeak) narrow escape. © verb 1 
emit squeak. 2 utter shrilly. 3 (+ by, through) 
colloquial pass narrowly. 4 slang turn informer. 

squeaky adjective (-ier, -iest) 
squeaking sound. o squeaky clean colloquial 1 
completely clean. 2 above criticism. a squeakily 
adverb. squeakiness noun. 


squeal noun prolonged shrill sound or cry. 
© verb 1 make, or utter with, squeal. 2 slang turn 
informer. 3 colloquial protest vociferously. 

squeamish /'skwi:m1/ adjective 4 easily nau- 
seated. 2 fastidious. asqueamishly adverb. 
squeamishness noun. 

u 2 colloquial choosy, dainty, fastidious, finicky, 

overscrupulous, particular, colloquial pernickety, 

prim, prissy, prudish, scrupulous. 


squeegee /'skwi:d3i:/ noun rubber-edged im- 
plement on handle, for cleaning windows etc. 
squeeze verb (-zing) 1 (often + out) exert pres- 
sure on, esp. to extract moisture. 2 reduce in size 
or alter in shape by squeezing. 3 force or push 
into or through small or narrow space. 4 harass; 
pressure. 5 (usually + out of ) get by extortion or 
entreaty. 6 press (person’s hand) in sympathy 
etc. 7 hold (person) closely. @ noun 4 squeezing, 
being squeezed. 2 close embrace. 3 crowd; 
crowded state. 4 small quantity produced by 
Squeezing. 5 restriction on borrowing and 
investment. osqueeze-box colloquial accor- 
dion, concertina. o squeezable adjective. 
u verb 1, 2 compress, crush, flatten, mangle, 
pinch, press, squash, stamp on, tread on, wring; 
(squeeze out) expel, extrude, force out. 3 cram, 
crowd, pack, push, ram, shove, colloquial squash, 
stuff, tamp, thrust, wedge. 6, 7 clasp, embrace, 
enfold, grip, hug, press. 


Squelch verb 1 make sucking sound as of 
treading in thick mud. 2 move with squelching 
Sound. 3 disconcert, silence. @ noun act or sound 
of squelching. o squelchy adjective. 


Squib noun 1 small hissing firework. 2 satirical 
essay. 


Squid noun (plural same or -s) 10-armed marine 
Cephalopod. 

Squidgy /‘skwid31/ adjective (-ler, -iest) collo- 
quial squashy, soggy. 

Squiffy I'skwifi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) slang 
Slightly drunk. 


squatter | stable 


Squiggle ['skwig(2)l/ noun short curling line, 
esp. in handwriting. o squiggly adjective. 
Squint verb1 have eyes turned in different direc- 
tions. 2 (often + af) look sidelong. @enoun 1 
squinting condition. 2 stealthy or sidelong 
ce. 3 colloquial glance, look. 4 oblique 
opening in church wall. 
squire noun 1 country gentleman, esp. chief 
landowner of district. 2 historical knight's 


attendant. everb Gring) (of man) escort 
(woman). 


Squirearchy /‘skwarera:k1/ noun lural -i 
landowners collectively, rain sy 


squirm verb 1 wriggle, writhe. 2 show or feel 
embarrassment. © noun squirming movement. 
m verb 1 twist, wriggle, writhe. 


squirrel /'skwr(ə)l/ noun 1 bushy-tailed 
usually tree-living rodent. 2 its fur. 3 hoarder. 
© verb (-Il-; US -I-) (often + away) hoard. 

Squirt verb 1 eject (liquid etc.) in jet. 2 be ejected 
thus. 3 splash with squirted substance. © noun 
1 jet of water etc. 2 small quantity squirted. 3 
Syringe. 4 colloquial insignificant person. 

m verb 1,2 ejaculate, eject, gush, jet, send out, 

shoot, spit, splash, spout, spray, spurt. 


squish colloquial noun slight squelching sound. 
© verb 1 move with squish. 2 squash. o squishy 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 

Sr. abbreviation Senior. 

SRN abbreviation State Registered Nurse. 

SS abbreviation 1 steamship. 2 Saints. 3 histor- 
ical Nazi special police force (Schutzstaffel). 

SSE abbreviation south-south-east. 

SSW abbreviation south-south-west. 

St abbreviation Saint. 

St. abbreviation Street. 

st. abbreviation stone (weight). 

stab verb (-bb-) 1 pierce or wound with knife etc. 
2 (often + at) aim blow with such weapon. 3 cause 
sharp pain to. © noun 1 act or result of stabbing. 
2 sharp pain. 3 colloquial attempt. o stab in the 
back © noun treacherous attack. @ verb betray. 

m verb 1 bayonet, cut, injure, jab, lance, perforate, 

pierce, puncture, skewer, spike, stick, thrust, 

transfix, wound. © noun 1 cut, jab, prick, puncture, 

thrust, wound, wounding. 2 see PAIN noun 1.3 see 

TRY noun 1. 


stability /sto'bilitt/ noun being stable. 
u balance, constancy, durability, equilibrium, 

firmness, immutability, permanence, reliability, 
solidity, soundness, steadiness, strength. 


stabilize /'sterbilarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
sing) make or become stable. o stabilization 


noun. 


l u balance, keep upright, settle, steady. 
stabilizer noun (also -iser) 1 device to keep air- 
craft or (in plural) child's bicycle steady. 2 food 
additive for preserving texture. 


stable /'sterb(ə)l/ adjective (-r, -st) 4 firmly fixed 


stableman | stain 


or established; not fluctuating or changing. 2 not 
easily upset or disturbed. © noun 1 building for 
keeping horses. 2 establishment for training 
racehorses. 3 racehorses of particular stable. 4 
people, products, etc. having common origin or 
affiliation. 5 such origin or affiliation. @ verb 
(-ling) put or keep in stable. o stable lad person 
employed in stable. o stably adverb. 

u adjective 1 balanced, constant, continuing, 
durable, established, firm, fixed, immutable, 
lasting, long-lasting, permanent, predictable, 
solid, sound, steadfast, steady, strong, sturdy, 
unchanging, unwavering. 2 balanced, 
even-tempered, reasonable, sane, sensible. 


stableman j'sterb(ə)lmən/ noun person em- 
ployed in stable. 
stabling noun accommodation for horses. 


staccato /stə'ka:təu/ esp. Music adverb & 
adjective with each sound sharply distinct. 
© noun (plural -s) staccato passage or delivery. 


stack noun 1 (esp. orderly) pile or heap. 2 hay- 
stack. 3 colloquial large quantity. 4 number of 
chimneys standing together. 5 smokestack; tall 
factory chimney. 6 stacked group of aircraft. 7 
part of library where books are compactly 
stored. © verb 1 pile in stack(s). 2 arrange (cards, 
circumstances, etc.) secretly for cheating. 3 
cause (aircraft) to fly in circles while waiting to 
land. 
| m noun 1,3 accumulation, heap, hill, hoard, 
mound, mountain, pile, quantity, stock, stockpile, 
store. 2 cock, haycock, haystack, rick. © verb 1 
accumulate, amass, assemble, build up, collect, 
gather, heap, load, mass, pile, stockpile. 


stadium /'sieidiam/ noun (plural -s) athletic or 
sports ground with tiered seats for spectators. 


| m amphitheatre, arena, ground, sports ground. 


staff /sta:f/ noun 1 stick or pole for walking, as 
weapon, or as symbol of office. 2 supporting 
person or thing. 3 people employed in a business 
etc. 4 those in authority in a school etc. 5 group 
of army officers assisting officer in high 
command. 6 (plural -s or staves) Music set of 
usually 5 parallel lines to indicate pitch of notes 
by position. © verb provide (institution etc.) with 
staff. o staff nurse one ranking just below a 
sister. 

m noun 1 baton, cane, crook, crosier, flagstaff, 

pike, pole, rod, sceptre, shaft, stake, standard, 

stick, wand. 3 assistants, crew, employees, 

establishment, hands, personnel, officers, team, 

workers, workforce. 6 stave. © verb man, run. 


stag noun 1 male deer. 2 person who applies for 
new shares tosell at once for profit. o stag beetle 
beetle with antler-like mandibles. stag-party col- 
loquial party for men only. 


stage noun 1 point or period in process or devel- 
opment. 2 raised platform, esp. for performing 
plays etc. on. 3 (the stage) theatrical profession. 
4 scene of action. 5 regular stopping place on 
route. 6 distance between stopping places. 7 
section of space rocket with separate engine. 
© verb (-ging) 1 put (play etc.) on stage. 2 organ- 
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ize and carry out. o stagecoach historical coach 
running on regular route. stage direction 
instruction in a play about actors’ movements. 
sound effects, etc. stage door entrance from 
street to backstage part of theatre. stage fright 
performer’s fear of audience. stage-manage 
arrange and control as or like stage manager. 
stage manager person responsible for light- 
ing and mechanical arrangements on stage. 
stage-struck obsessed with becoming actor. 
stage whisper loud whisper meant to be over- 
heard. 

m noun 1 juncture, period, phase, point, time. 2 
apron, dais, performing area, platform, podium, 
proscenium, rostrum. 6 leg, section. © verb 41 
mount, perform, present, produce, put on. 2 
arrange, get up, mount, organize, put on, set up, 
stage-manage. 


stagecraft /‘sterd3kra:ft/ noun skill or experi- 
ence in writing or staging plays. 

stagger /'stzga/ verb 1 (cause to) walk unstead- 
ily. 2 shock, confuse. 3 arrange (events etc.) so 
that they do not coincide. 4 arrange (objects) so 
that they are not in line. onoun 1 staggering 
movement. 2 (in plural) disease, esp. of horses 
and cattle, causing staggering. 

m verb 1 falter, lurch, reel, rock, stumble, sway, 

teeter, totter, waver, wobble. 2 amaze, astonish, 

astound, confuse, dismay, dumbfound, 

flabbergast, shake, shock, startle, stun, stupefy, 

surprise, worry. 


staggering adjective astonishing, bewildering. 
o staggeringly adverb. 

staging /‘ste1d3m/ noun 1 presentation of play 
etc. 2 (temporary) platform. 3 shelves for plants 
in greenhouse. o staging post regular stopping 
place, esp. on air route. 

stagnant /'stægnənt/: adjective 1 (of liquid) 
motionless, without current. 2 dull, sluggish. 
o stagnancy noun. 


m 1 motionless, sluggish, stale, standing, static, 
still. 2 see SLUGGISH. 


stagnate /stzg'neit/ verb (-ting) be or become 
stagnant. o stagnation noun. 


degenerate, deteriorate, idle, languish, stand 
still, stay still, vegetate. 


stagy /'steid31/ adjective (also stagey) (-ier, -iest) 
theatrical, artificial, exaggerated. 

staid adjective sober, steady, sedate. 

stain verb 1 discolour or be discoloured by 
action of liquid sinking in. 2 spoil, damage. 3 
colour (wood, etc.) with penetrating substance. 
treat with colouring agent. © noun 1 discolora- 
tion, spot, mark. 2 blot, blemish. 3 dye etc. for 
staining. stained glass coloured glass M 
leaded window etc. 

m verb 1 blacken, blemish, blot, contaminate, dirty. 

discolour, mark, smudge, soil, tarnish. 2 . 

besmirch, damage, defile, disgrace, shame, spoil; 

sully, taint. 3, 4 colour, dye, tinge, tint. © noun 

blemish, blot, blotch, discoloration, mark, smear, 

smudge, speck, spot. 2 blemish, blot, stigma. 3 

colouring, dye, pigment, tinge, tint. 
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stainless adjective 1 withoutstains. 2notliable 
to stain. o stainless steel chrome steel resisting 
rust and tarnish. 


stair noun 1 each of a set of fixed indoor steps. 2 
(usually in plural) such a set. o staircase flight 
of stairs and supporting structure. stair-rod rod 
securing carpet between two Steps. stairway 
staircase. stairwell shaft for staircase. 


a 1 riser, step, tread. 2 (stairs) escalator (= moving 
stairs), flight of stairs, staircase, stairway, steps. 


stake noun 1 stout sharpened stick driven into 
ground as support, boundary mark, etc. 2 histor- 
ical post to which person was tied to be burnt 
alive. 3 sum of money etc. wagered on event. 4 
(often + in) interest or concern, esp: financial. 5 
(in plural) prize money, esp. in horse race, such 
race. Overb (-king) 1 secure or support with 
stake(s). 2 (+ off, out) mark off (area) with stakes. 
3 wager. 4 establish (claim). 5 US colloquial 
support, esp. financially. o at stake risked; to 
be won or lost. stake out colloquial place under 
surveillance. stake-out noun esp. US colloquial 
period of surveillance. 
m noun 1 pale, paling, picket, pile, pillar, pole, post, 
rod, shaft, standard, stick, upright. 3 bet, pledge, 
wager. © verb 1 fasten, hitch, secure, tether, tie up. 
2 (stake out) define, delimit, demarcate, enclose, 
fence in, mark off, outline. 3 bet, colloquial chance, 
gamble, hazard, risk, venture, wager. 4 establish, 
put on record, state. 


stalactite /'stæləktart/ noun icicle-like deposit 
of calcium carbonate hanging from roof of cave 
etc. 


stalagmite /'stelogmait/ noun iciclelike 
deposit of calcium carbonate rising from floor of 
cave etc. 3 
stale adjective 1 not fresh; musty, insipid, or 
otherwise the worse for age or use. 2 trite, unori- 
ginal. 3 (of athlete or performer) impaired by 
excessive training. overb (-ling) make- or 
become stale. a staleness noun. 
m adjective 1 dry, hard, limp, mouldy, musty, 
colloquial off, old, past its best, tasteless. 2 banal, 
clichéd, familiar, hackneyed, mouldy, 
old-fashioned, out of date, overused, stock, 
threadbare, tired, trite, uninteresting, unoriginal, 
worn out. 


stalemate noun 1 Chess position counting as 
draw in which player cannot move.except into 
check. 2 deadlock. © verb (-ting) 1 Chess bring 
(player) to stalemate. 2 bring to deadlock. 


| u noun 2 deadlock, impasse, standstill. 


Stalinism /‘sta:Imiz(o)m/_ noun centralized 
authoritarian form of socialism associated with 
Stalin. o Stalinist noun & adjective. 

Stalk’ /sto:k/ noun 1 main stem of herbaceous 
plant. 2 slender attachment or support of leaf, 
flower, fruit, etc. 3 similar support for organ etc. 
in animal. 


| m 1 branch, shaft, stem, trunk. 2 shoot, stem, twig. 


stalk? /sto:k/ verb 1 pursue (game, enemy) 
Stealthily. 2 stride; walk in a haughty: way. 3 


stainless | stamp 


formal or rhetorical move silently or threaten- 
ingly through (place). @ noun 1 stalking of game. 
2 haughty gait. o stalking-horse 1 horse con- 
cealing hunter. 2 pretext concealing real inten- 
tions or actions. o stalker noun. 

m verb 1 chase, dog, follow, hound, hunt, pursue, 
shadow, colloquial tail, track, trail. 2 prowl, rove, 
Stride, strut. 


stall" /sto:l/ noun 1 trader's booth or table in 
market etc. 2 compartment for one animal in 
Stable or cowhouse. 3 fixed, usually partly 
enclosed, seat in choir or chancel of church. 4 
(usually in plural) each of seats on ground floor 
of theatre. 5 stalling of engine or aircraft. 6 condi- 
tion resulting from this. © verb 1 (of vehicle or 
its engine) stop because of overload on engine or 
inadequate supply of fuel to it. 2 (of aircraft 
or its pilot) lose control because speed is too low. 
3 cause to stall. a stallholder person in charge 
Of stall in market etc. 


| m noun 1 booth, counter, kiosk, stand, table. 


stall? /sto:1/ verb play for time when being ques- 
tioned etc. 2 delay, obstruct. 

m be obstructive, delay, hang back, haver, 

hesitate, obstruct, pause, play for time, postpone, 

prevaricate, procrastinate, put off, stonewall, stop, 

temporize, waste time. 


stallion /'stæljən/ noun uncastrated adult male 
horse. 


stalwart /'sto:lwat/ adjective 1 strong, sturdy. 2 
courageous, resolute, reliable. © moun stalwart 
person, esp. loyal comrade. 

m adjective 1 see STRONG adjective 1.2 brave, 

courageous, dependable, determined, faithful, 

indomitable, intrepid, redoubtable, reliable, 
resolute, staunch, steadfast, trustworthy, valiant. 


stamen /‘sterman/ oun organ producing pollen 
in flower. 


stamina /'stæmmə/ noun physical or mental 
endurance. 

a endurance, energy, colloquial grit, 

indomitability, resilience, staunchness, staying 

power. : 


stammer /‘stzema/ verb 1 speak haltingly, esp. 
with pauses or rapid repetitions ofsame syllable. 
2 (often + out) utter (words) in this way. @ noun 
tendency to stammer. 2 instance of stammering. 


m verb 1 falter, hesitate, hum and haw, splutter, 
| stumble, stutter. 


stamp verb 1 bring down (one’s foot) heavily, 
esp. on ground. 2 (often + on) crush or flatten 
in this way. 3 walk heavily. 4 impress (design, 
mark, etc.) on surface. 5 impress (surface) with 
pattern etc. 6 affix postage or other stamp to. 7 
assign specific character to; mark out. @ noun 1 
instrument for stamping. 2 mark or design made 
by this. 3 impression of official mark required 
to be made on deeds, bills of exchange, etc., as 
evidence of payment of tax. 4 small adhesive 
piece of paper as evidence of payment, esp. 
postage stamp. 5 mark, label, etc. on commodity 
as evidence of quality etc. 6 act orsound ofstamp- 


stampede | standard 


ing foot. 7 characteristic mark. 8 quality. 
u stamp duty duty imposed on certain kinds of 
legal document. stamping ground colloquial 
favourite haunt. stamp on 1 impress (idea etc.) 
on (memory etc.). 2 suppress. stamp out 1 
produce by cutting out with die etc. 2 put end to. 

| m verb 1,3 stomp, thump. 2 (stamp on) crush, 
flatten, trample. 4, 5 brand, emboss, engrave, 
impress, imprint, label, mark, print, punch. © noun 
1 die, punch. 2, 3 brand, hallmark, impression, 
imprint, print, seal. 7 characteristic, mark, sign. 

o stamp on 2 see SUPPRESS 2. stamp out 2 see 
ELIMINATE 1, SUPPRESS 1. 


stampede /stem'pi:d/ noun 1 sudden flight or 
hurried movement of animals or people. 2 
response of many people at once to a common 
impulse. © verb (-ding) (cause to) take part in 
stampede. 

a noun charge, dash, flight, panic, rout, rush. 

© verb bolt, career, charge, dash, frighten, gallop, 

panic, rout, run, rush, scatter, sprint, take to one’s 

heels, colloquial tear. 


stance /sta:ns/ noun 1 standpoint, attitude. 2 
position of body, esp. when hitting ball etc. 


stanch /sta:ntS, sto:nt[/ verb (also staunch 
/stomtS/) 1 restrain flow of (esp. blood). 2 restrain 
flow from (esp. wound). 


stanchion /'sta:nf(ə)n/ noun upright post or 
support. 

stand verb (past & past participle stood /stud/) 
1 have, take, or maintain upright or stationary 
position, esp. on feet or base. 2 be situated. 3 be 
of specified height. 4 be in specified state. 5 set 
in upright or specified position. 6 move to and 
remain in specified position; take specified atti- 
tude. 7 remain valid or unaltered. 8 Nautical 
hold specified course. 9 endure; tolerate. 10 
provide at one’s own expense. 11 (often + for) 
be candidate (for office etc.). 12 act in specified 
capacity. 13 undergo (trial). @ noun 1 cessation 
from progress; stoppage. 2 Military (esp. in make 
a stand) halt made to repel attack. 3 (esp. in 
make a stand) resistance to attack or compul- 
sion. 4 position taken up; attitude adopted. 5 
rack, set of shelves, etc. for storage or support. 6 
open-fronted stall or structure for trader, exhib- 
itor, etc. 7 standing-place for vehicles. 8 raised 
Structure to sit or stand on. 9 US witness-box. 
10 each halt made for performance on tour. 11 
group of growing plants. o as it stands 1 in its 
present condition. 2 in the present circum- 
stances. stand by 1 stand nearby. 2 look on 
without interfering. 3 uphold, support (person). 
4 adhere to (promise etc.). 5 be ready for action. 
stand down withdraw from position or candid- 
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acy. stand for 1 represent, signify, imply. 2 collo- 
quial endure, tolerate. stand in (usually + for) 
deputize for. stand-in noun deputy, substitute, 
stand off 1 move or keep away. 2 temporarily 
dismiss (employec). stand-off half Rugby 
half-back forming link between scrum-half and 
three-quarters. stand on insist on; observe scru- 
pulously. stand out 1 be prominent or outstand- 
ing. 2 (usually + against, for) persist in 
opposition or support. standpipe vertical pipe 
extending from water supply, esp. one con- 
necting temporary tap to mains. standpoint 
point of view. standstill stoppage; inability to 
proceed. stand to Military 1 stand ready for 
attack. 2 abide by. 3 be likely or certain to. stand 
to reason be obvious. stand up 1 rise to one’s 
feet. 2 come to, remain in, or place in standing 
position. 3 (of argument etc.) be valid. 4 collo- 
quial fail to keep appointment with. stand-up 
adjective 1 (of. meal) eaten standing. 2 (of fight) 
violent, thorough. 3 (of collar) not turned down. 
4 (of comedian) telling jokes to audience. stand 
up for support, side with. stand up to 1 face 
(opponent) courageously. 2 be resistant to (wear, 
use, etc.). 

m verb 1 arise, get to one's feet, get up, rise. 2 be, 
be situated, exist. 5 arrange, deposit, erect, locate, 
place, position, put up, set up, situate, station, 
up-end. 7 be unchanged, continue, remain valid, 
stay. 9 abide, bear, endure, put up with, suffer, 
tolerate, colloquial wear. © noun 5 base, pedestal, 
rack, support, tripod, trivet. 6 booth, kiosk, stall. 8 
grandstand, terraces. 0 stand by 3 see SUPPORT 
verb 4, stand for 1 see SYMBOLIZE 1. stand in see 
DEPUTIZE. Stand out 1 see SHOW verb 1. 
standpoint angle, attitude, belief, opinion, 
perspective, point of view, position, stance, 
vantage point, view, viewpoint. standstill dead 
end, deadlock, halt, hold-up, impasse, jam, 
stalemate, stop, stoppage. stand up for see 
"SUPPORT Verb 4, PROTECT. stand up to see RESIST 1. 


standard /‘steendad/ noun 1 object, quality, or 
measure serving as basis, example, or principle 
to which others conform or should conform or 
by which others are judged. 2 level of excellence 
etc. required or specified. 3 ordinary procedure, 
quality, etc. 4 distinctive flag. 5 upright support 
or pipe. 6 shrub standing without support, or 
grafted on upright stem and trained in tree form. 
o adjective 1 serving or used as standard. 2 of 
normal or prescribed quality, type, or Size. 
standard-bearer 1 person who carries dis- 
tinctive flag. 2 prominent leader in cause. stand- 
ard English most widely accepted dialect of 
English (see panel). standard lamp lamp on 
upright with base. standard of living degree 
material comfort of person or group. standa 


Standard English 


Standard English is the dialect of English used by most educated English speakers and is spoken 
with a variety of accents (see language panel at accent). While not in itself any better than any 
other dialect, standard English is the form of English normally used for business dealings, l 
work, diplomacy, teaching, examinations, and in all formal written contexts. 
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time uniform time established by law or custom 
in country or region. ; 

n noun 1 archetype, benchmark, criterion, 
example, exemplar, gauge, guide, guideline, ideal, 
measure, model, paradigm, pattern, requirement, 
rule, sample, specification, touchstone, yardstick. 
2 level, quality. 3 average, level, mean, norm. 4 
banner, colours, ensign, flag, pennant. 5 column, 
pillar, pole, post, support, upright. © adjective 

. | accepted, accustomed, approved, average, basic, 
classic, common, conventional, customary, 
definitive, established, everyday, familiar, 
habitual, normal, official, ordinary, orthodox, 
popular, prevailing, prevalent, recognized, 
regular, routine, set, staple (diet), stock, traditional, 
typical, universal, usual. 


standardize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 
cause to conform to standard. o standardization 
noun. 


a average out, equalize, homogenize, normalize, 
regiment, stereotype, systematize. 


standby /'stzen(d)bat/ noun (plural-s) 1 person 
or thing ready if needed in emergency. 2 readi- 
ness for duty. © adjective 1 ready for immediate 
use. 2 (of tickets) not booked in advance. 


standing noun 1 esteem, repute, esp. high. 2 
duration. © adjective 1 that stands, upright.. 2 
established, permanent. 3 (of jump, start, etc.) 
performed with no run-up. ostanding order 
instruction to banker to make regular payments. 
standing orders rules governing procedure ina 
parliament, council, etc. standing ovation pro- 
longed applause from audience that has risen to 
its feet. standing room space to stand in. 


stand-offish /stend'nfiS/ adjective cold or 

distant in manner. ostand-offishly adverb. 

stand-offishness noun. 
u aloof, antisocial, cold, cool, distant, frosty, 
haughty, remote, reserved, reticent, retiring, 
secretive, self-conscious, colloquial snooty, 
taciturn, unapproachable, uncommunicative, 
unforthcoming, unfriendly, unsociable, 
withdrawn. 


stank past of STINK. 


stanza /'steenza/ noun group of lines forming 
division of poem, etc. 


staphylococcus /stefile’kokes/ noun (plural 
-cocci /-kar/) bacterium sometimes forming pus. 
O staphylococcal adjective. 


staple’ /‘sterp(e)l/ noun shaped piece of wire 
with two points for fastening papers together, 
fixing netting to post, etc. @ verb (-ling) fasten 
with staple(s). o stapler noun. 

staple? /'sterp(e)l/noun 1 principal or important 
article of commerce. 2 chief element; main com- 
ponent. 3 fibre of cotton, wool, etc. with regard 
to its quality. @ adjective 1 main, principal. 2 
important as product or export. 

m adjective 1 basic, chief, important, main, 

principal, standard. 


starnoun1 celestial body appearing as luminous 


standardize | start 


point in night sky. 2 large luminous gaseous 
body suchas thesun. 3 celestial body regarded as 
influencing fortunes etc. 4 conventional image of 
star with radiating lines or points. 5 famous or 
brilliant person; leading performer. © adjective 
outstanding. © verb (-rr-) 1 appear or present as 
leading performer(s).2 (esp. as starred adjective) 
mark, set, or adorn with star(s). o starfish 
(plural Same or -es) sea creature with 5 or more 
radiating arms. stargazer colloquial usually 
derogatory or jocular astronomer or astrologer. 
starlight light of stars. starlit 1 lit by stars. 2 with 
Stars visible. Stars and Stripes US national flag. 
star turn main item in entertainment etc. 
O stardom noun. starless adjective. 

m noun 1 asteroid, celestial body, comet, evening 
Star, falling star, heavenly body, lodestar, morning 
Star, nova, shooting star, supernova. 4 asterisk, 
pentagram. 5 attraction, big name, celebrity, diva, 
draw, idol, leading lady, leading man, personage, 
prima donna, starlet, superstar. 


starboard /'sta:bad/ noun right-hand side of 
ship or aircraft looking forward. e verb turn 
(helm) to starboard. 


starch noun 1 white carbohydrate obtained 
chiefly from cereals and potatoes. 2 preparation 
of this for stiffening fabric. 3 stiffness of manner; 
formality. © verb stiffen (clothing) with starch. 
a starchy adjective (-ier, -iest). 


u a starchy aloof, conventional, formal, prim, 
stiff, unfriendly. 


stare /stea/ verb (-ring) (usually + at) look 
fixedly, esp. in curiosity, surprise, horror, etc. 
@ noun staring gaze. ū stare (person) in the face 
be evident or imminent. stare out stare at 
(person) until he or she looks away. 


u verb gape, colloquial gawp, gaze, glare, goggle, 
peer; (stare af) contemplate, examine, eye, 
scrutinize, study, watch. 


stark adjective 1 sharply evident. 2 desolate, 
bare. 3 absolute. @ adverb completely, wholly. 
a starkly adverb. 
m adjective 1 clear, evident, obvious, plain, sharp. 
2 austere, bare, bleak, depressing, desolate, 
dreary, gloomy, grim. 3 absolute, complete, 
perfect, sheer, thoroughgoing, total, unqualified, 
utter. 


starkers /'sta:kez/ adjective slang stark naked. 


starlet /'sta:lrt/ noun promising young per- 
former, esp. film actress. 


starling /‘sta:lm/ noun gregarious bird with 
blackish speckled lustrous plumage. 

starry adjective (-ier, -lest) 1 full of stars. 2 star- 
like. astarry-eyed colloquial 1 romantic but 
impractical. 2 euphoric. 


start verb 1 begin. 2 set in motion or action. 3 
set oneself in motion or action. 4 (often + out) 
begin journey etc. 5 (often + up) (cause to) begin 
operating. 6 (often + up) establish. 7 give signal 
to (competitors) to start in race. 8 (often + up, 
from, etc.) jump in surprise, pain, etc. 9 rouse 
(game etc.). @ noun 1 beginning. 2 starting place 


starter | station 


of race etc. 3 advantage given at beginning of 
race etc. 4 advantageous initial position in life, 
business, etc. 5 sudden movement of surprise, 
pain, etc. o starting block shaped block against 
whichrunner braces feet at start ofrace. starting 
price odds ruling at start of horse race. 

m verb 4, 2 activate, begin, formal commence, 
embark on, colloquial get cracking on, colloquial 
get off the ground, launch, setin motion. 3, 4 
depart, embark, get going, get under way, slang hit 
the road, colloquial kick off, leave, move off, 
proceed, set off, set out. 6 literary beget, create, 
engender, establish, found, give birth to, 
inaugurate, initiate, instigate, institute, introduce, 
launch, open, originate, pioneer, set up. 8 blench, 
draw back, flinch, jerk, jump, quail, recoil, shy, 
spring up, twitch, wince. © noun 1 beginning, birth, 
formal commencement, creation, dawn, 
establishment, founding, poetical fount, 
inauguration, inception, initiation, institution, 
introduction, launch, onset, opening, origin, 
outset, point of departure, spring, springboard. 3 
advantage, edge, head start. 5 jump, shock, 
surprise. 


starter oun 1 device for starting vehicle engine 
etc. 2 first course of meal. 3 person giving signal 
to start race. 4 horse or competitor starting in 
race. o for starters colloquial to start with. 


startle /'sta:t(ə)l/ verb (-ling) shock, surprise. 
o startling adjective. 

u agitate, alarm, catch unawares, disturb, 

frighten, give (person) a start, jolt, make (person) 

jump, make (person) start, scare, shake, shock, 

surprise, take aback, take by surprise, upset. 

o startling see SURPRISING (SURPRISE). 


starve verb (-ving) 1 (cause to) die of hunger or 
suffer from malnourishment. 2 (esp. as starved 
or starving adjectives) colloquial feel very 
hungry. 3 suffer from mental or spiritual want. 
4 (+ of) deprive of. 5 compel by starvation. 
o starvation noun. 

a 2 (starved, starving) see HUNGRY 1. 

o starvation deprivation, archaic famine, 

hunger, malnutrition, undernourishment, want. 


stash colloquial verb (often + away) 1 conceal; 
put in safe place. 2 hoard. © noun 1 hiding place. 
2 thing hidden. 


state noun 1 existing condition or position of 
person or thing. 2 colloquial excited or agitated 
mental condition. 3 colloquial untidy condition. 
4 political community under one government. 5 
this as part of federal republic. 6 civil govern- 
ment. 7 pomp. 8 (the States) USA. © adjective 1 
of, for, or concerned with state. 2 reserved for or 
done on ceremonial occasions. © verb (-ting) 1 
express in speech or writing. 2 fix, specify. o lie 
in state be laid in public place of honour before 
burial. state of the art current stage of esp. tech- 
nological development. state-of-the-art abso- 
lutely up to date. stateroom 1 state apartment. 2 
large private cabin in passenger ship. 
m noun 1 circumstances, condition, fitness, 
health, mood, shape, situation. 2 colloquial flap, 
panic, plight, predicament, colloquial tizzy. 4 
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country, land, nation. © verb 1 affirm, announce, 
assert, asseverate, formal aver, communicate, i 
declare, express, formulate, proclaim, put into 
words, report, say, speak, submit, talk, testify, 
voice. 2 see SPECIFY. 


stateless adjective having no nationality or 
citizenship. 
stately adjective (-ier, -iest) dignified, imposing, 
ustately home large historic house, esp. one 
open to public. o stateliness noun. ` 
m august, dignified, distinguished, elegant, 
formal, grand, imperial, imposing, impressive, 
lofty, majestic, noble, pompous, regal, royal, 
solemn, splendid, striking. 0 stately home see 
MANSION 1. 


statement oun stating, being stated. 2 thing 
stated. 3 formal account of facts. 4 record of 
transactions in bank account etc. 5 notification 
of amount due to tradesman etc. 
u 1-3 account, affirmation, announcement, 
annunciation, assertion, bulletin, comment, 
communication, communiqué, declaration, - 
disclosure, explanation, message, notice, 
proclamation, proposition, report, testament, 
testimony, utterance. 5 account, bill, invoice. 


statesman /'stetsmən/ noun (feminine 
stateswoman) distinguished and capable politi- 
cian or diplomat. ostatesmanlike adjective. 
statesmanship noun. 


| m diplomat, politician. 


static /'stztik/ adjective 1 stationary; not acting 
or changing. 2 Physics concerned with bodies at 
rest or forces in equilibrium. © noun 1 static elec- 
tricity. 2 atmospherics. o static electricity elec- 
tricity not flowing as current. 

a adjective 1 constant, fixed, immobile, 

immovable, inert, invariable, motionless, passive, 

stable, stagnant, stationary, steady, still, 

unchanging, unmoving. 


statics plural noun (usually treated as 
singular) science of bodies at rest or forces in 
equilibrium. 
station /'sterf(a)n/ noun 4 regular stopping 
place on railway line. 2 person or thing's allotted 
place, building, etc. 3 centre for particular 
service or activity. 4 establishment involved in 
broadcasting. 5 military or naval base. 6 inhabit- 
ants of this. 7 position in life; rank, status. 8 Aus- 
tralian & NZ large sheep or cattle farm. @ verb 1 
assign station to. 2 put in position. asta 
tionmaster official in charge of railway station. 
stations of the cross RC Church series of images 
representing events in Christ’s Passion. station 
wagon esp. US estate car. 
m noun 1 halt, railway station, stopping place, 
terminus, train station. 2 location, place, position, 
post, situation. 3, 5 base, centre, depot, 
headquarters, office. 4 channel, company, 
transmitter, wavelength. 7 caste, class, level, 
place, position, rank, formal situation, standing, 
status. © verb 1 assign, garrison, post. 2 locate, 
place, position, put, site, situate, spot, stand. 
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stationary adjective 1 not Moving. 2 not meant 
to be moved. 3 unchanging. 

a 1 ata standstill, at rest, halted, inert, motionless, 

parked, pausing, standing, static, still, stock-still, 

unmoving. 2 fixed, immobile, immovable. 3 see 

CONSTANT adjective 3. 


stationer noun dealer in stationery. 


stationery noun writing materials, office sup- 
plies, etc. 

statistic /sto'tistik/ noun statistical fact or 
item. 


statistical adjective of statistics. o statistic- 
ally adverb. 


statistics plural noun 1 (usually treated as 
singular) science of collecting and analysing sig- 
nificant numerical data. 2 such data. a statisti- 
cian /stztis'tiS(a)n/ noun. 


| a 2 data, figures, information, numbers. 


statuary /'stætfuərı/ adjective of or for statues. 
© noun 1 statues collectively. 2 making statues. 


statue /'stætfu:/ noun sculptured figure of 
person or animal, esp. life-size or larger. 


| carving, figure, sculpture, statuette. 


statuesque /stetfu'esk/ adjective like statue, 
esp. in beauty or dignity. I 


a dignified, elegant, imposing, impressive, 
poised, stately, upright. 
statuette /stet{u'et/ noun small statue. 


stature /'stætfə/ noun 1 height of (esp. human) 
body. 2 calibre (esp. moral); eminence. 


1 build, height, size, tallness. 2 eminence, 
esteem, greatness, recognition, status. 


Status /'stettas/ noun 1 rank, social position, 
relative importance. 2 superior social etc. pos- 
ition. o status quo /‘kwau/ existing conditions. 
status symbol possession etc. intended to in- 
dicate owner's superiority. 

u 1 class, grade, importance, level, position, 

prominence, rank, reputation, significance, 

standing, station, stature, title. 2 see PRESTIGE. 


statute /'stætfu:t/ noun 1 written law passed by 
legislative body. 2 rule of corporation, founder, 
etc., intended to be permanent. 

statutory /'stetJutert/ adjective required or 
enacted by statute. 

staunch! /sto:nt{/ adjective trustworthy, loyal. 
O staunchly adverb. staunchness noun. 

E see STEADFAST. 


Staunch? = stancu. 


Stave noun 1 each of curved slats forming sides 

of cask. 2 Music staff. 3 stanza, verse. © verb 
ving; past & past participle stove /stavv/ or 
Staved) (usually + in) 1 break hole in; damage. 2 
crush by forcing inwards. o stave off (past & 
ae) Participle staved) avert or defer (danger 
etc.). 


Stay! verb 1 continue in same place or condition; 
not depart or change. 2 (often + at, in, with) reside 


stationary | steak 


temporarily. 3 archaic or literary stop, check. 4 
(esp. in imperative) pause. 5 postpone (judgement 
etc.). 6 assuage (hunger etc.), esp. for short time. 
@ noun 1 act or period of Staying. 2 suspension 
or postponement of sentence, judgement, etc. 3 
Prop, support. 4 (in plural) historical (esp. boned) 
Corset. O stay-at-home (person) rarely going 
out. Staying power endurance. stay the night 
remain overnight. stay put colloquial remain 
where it is put or where one is. stay up not go to 
bed (until late). 

m verb1 archaicordialect bide, carry on, continue, 
endure, hang about, hold out, keep on, last, linger, 
live on, loiter, persist, remain, survive, archaic 
tarry, wait. 2 archaic abide, be accommodated, be 
a guest, be housed, board, dwell, live, lodge, 
reside, settle, sojourn, colloquial stop, visit. 3 see 
DELAY verb 2. 5 see DELAY verb 1.@ noun 4 holiday, 
Sojourn, stop, stopover, visit. 2 see DELAY noun. 


stay’ noun 1 rope supporting mast, flagstaff, etc. 
2 supporting cable on aircraft. o staysail sail 
extended on stay. 


| @ See SUPPORT NOUN 2. 


stayer noun person or animal with great endur- 
ance. 


STD abbreévia. ion subscriber trunk dialling. 


stead /sted/ noun oin (person's, thing’s) stead 
as substitute. stand (person) in good stead be 
advantageous or useful to him or her. 


steadfast /'stedfa:st/ adjective constant, firm, 
unwavering. o steadfastly adverb. steadfast- 
ness noun. 
m committed, constant, dedicated, dependable, 
determined, devoted, faithful, firm, loyal, patient, 
persevering, reliable, resolute, resolved, 
single-minded, sound, stalwart, staunch, steady, 
Strong, true, trustworthy, archaic or jocular trusty, 
unchanging, unfaltering, unflinching, unswerving, 
unwavering. i 


steady /'stedı/ adjective (-ier,-iest) 1 firmly fixed 
or supported; unwavering. 2 uniform, regular. 3 
constant, persistent. 4 (of person) serious and 
dependable. 5 regular, established. @ verb (-ies, 
-ied) make or become steady. @ adverb steadily. 
@ noun ( plural-ies) colloquial regular boyfriend 
or girlfriend. o steady state unvarying condi- 
tion, esp. in physical process. o steadily adverb. 
steadiness noun. 
m adjective 1 balanced, fast, firm, immovable, 
poised, safe, secure, settled, solid, stable. 2, 3 
ceaseless, changeless, consistent, constant, 
continuous, dependable, endless, even, 
incessant, invariable, never-ending, non-stop, 
perpetual, persistent, regular, reliable, repeated, 
rhythmic, round the clock, unbroken, unchanging, 
undeviating, unfaltering, unhurried, uniform, 
uninterrupted, unrelieved, unremitting, unvarying. 
4 see STEADFAST. @ verb balance, brace, calm, 
control, keep still, secure, soothe, stabilize, 
support, tranquillize. 


k /sterk/ noun thick slice of meat (esp. beef) 
ee fa aig grilled or fried. o steakhouse 
restaurant specializing in beefsteaks. 


steal | stem 


steal verb (past stole; past participle stolen 
/‘staul(e)n/) 1 take (another's property) illegally 
or without right or permission, esp. in secret. 2 
obtain surreptitiously, insidiously, or artfully. 3 
(+ in, out, away, up, etc.) move, esp. silently or 
stealthily. © noun 1 US colloquial act of stealing; 
theft. 2 colloquial easy task; bargain. o steal a 
march on gain advantage over by surreptitious 
means. steal the show outshine other per- 
formers, esp. unexpectedly. ostealer noun. 
stealing noun. 
u verb 1 annex, appropriate, arrogate, 
commandeer, confiscate, embezzle, expropriate, 
filch, hijack, slang knock off, colloquial lift, loot, 
make off with, misappropriate, s/ang nick, 
peculate, pilfer, pillage, slang pinch, pirate, 
plagiarize, plunder, poach, formal or jocular 
purloin, colloquial rip off, seize, shoplift, snatch, 
slang sneak, slang snitch, colloquial swipe, take, 
thieve, usurp, colloquial walk off with. 3 creep, 
slink, slip, sneak, tiptoe. o stealing burglary, - 
embezzlement, fraud, hijacking, larceny, looting, 
misappropriation, mugging, peculation, pilfering, 
pillage, piracy, plagiarism, plundering, poaching, 
formal or jocular purloining, robbery, colloquial 
scrumping, shoplifting, theft, thieving. 


stealth /stel0/ noun secrecy; secret behaviour. 


stealthy adjective (-ier, -iest) done or moving 
with stealth. o stealthily adverb. 

n clandestine, concealed, covert, disguised, 

furtive, imperceptible, inconspicuous, quiet, 

secret, secretive, sly, sneaky, surreptitious, 

underhand, unobtrusive. 


steam noun 1 gas into which water is changed 
by boiling. 2 condensed vapour formed from this. 
3 power obtained from steam. 4 colloquial power, 
energy. © verb 1 cook (food) in steam. 2 give off 
steam. 3 move under steam power. 4 (+ ahead, 
away, etc.) colloquial proceed or travel fast or 
with vigour. olet off steam relieve pent-up 
energy or feelings. steamboat steam-driven 
boat. steam engine one worked or propelled by 
steam. steam iron electric iron that emits steam. 
steamroller @noun 1 heavy slow-moving 
vehicle with roller, used to flatten newly made 
roads. 2 crushing power or force. © verb crush 
or move forcibly or indiscriminately. steamship 
steam-driven ship. steam train train pulled by 
steam engine. steam up 1 cover or become 
covered with condensed steam. 2(as steamed up 
adjective) colloquial angry, excited. 


| m noun 1 condensation, haze, mist, vapour. 


steamer noun 1 steamboat. 2 vessel for steam- 
ing food in. 


steamy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 like or full of 
steam. 2 colloquial erotic. 

m 1 blurred, close, clouded, cloudy, damp, fogged 

over, foggy, hazy, humid, misted over, misty, moist, 

muggy, sticky, sultry, sweaty, sweltering. 2 see 

SEXY 1. 


steatite /'stiətart/ noun impure form of talc, esp. 
soapstone. 


steed noun archaic or poetical horse. 
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steel noun 1 strong malleable low-carbon iron 
alloy, used esp. for making tools, weapons, etc. 
2 strength, firmness. 3 steel rod for sharpening 
knives. © adjective of or like steel. © verb harden, 
make resolute. asteel band band playing 
chiefly calypso-style music on instruments made 
from oil drums. steel wool fine steel shavings 
used as abrasive. steelworks factory producing 
steel. steelyard balance with graduated arm 
along which weight is moved. 


steely adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of or like steel. 2 
severe, resolute. 

steep’ adjective 1 sloping sharply. 2 (of rise or 
fall) rapid. 3 colloquial exorbitant, unreason- 
able. 4 colloquial exaggerated, incredible. 
o noun steep slope, precipice. O steepen verb. 
steeply adverb. steepness noun. 

a adjective 1 abrupt, bluff, headlong, 

perpendicular, precipitous, sharp, sheer, sudden, 

vertical. 3 see EXPENSIVE. 


steep? verb soak or bathe in liquid. © noun 1 act 
of steeping. 2 liquid for steeping. o steep in 1 
imbue with. 2 make deeply acquainted with 
(subject etc.). 


| n verb see soak verb 1. : 


steeple /'sti:p(2)l/ moun tall tower, esp. with 
spire, above roof of church. o steeplechase 1 
horse race with ditches, hedges, etc. to jump. 2 
cross-country foot race. steeplejack repairer of 
tall chimneys, steeples, etc. 


| m pinnacle, point, spire. : 

steer’ verb 1 guide (vehicle, ship, etc.) with 
wheel, rudder, etc. 2 direct or guide (one’s 
course, other people, conversation, etc.) in speci- 
fied direction. o steer clear of avoid. steering 
column column on which steering wheel is 
mounted. steering committee one deciding 
order of business, course of operations etc. steer- 
ing wheel wheel by which vehicle etc. is steered. 
steersman person who steers ship. 

u 1 be at the wheel, control, direct, drive, guide, 

navigate, pilot. 2 direct, guide, lead. a steer clear 

of see AVOID. 


steer? noun bullock. 

steerage noun 1 act of steering. 2 archaic 
cheapest part of ship’s accommodation. 

steering noun apparatus for steering vehicle 
etc. 

stegosaurus /stegə'so:rəs/ noun (plural 
-ruses) large dinosaur with two rows of vertical 
plates along back. GC 

stela /'sti:le/ noun (plural stelae /-li:/) (@ls0 
stele /'sti:l/) ancient upright slab or pillar. 
usually inscribed and sculptured, esp. as grave- 
stone. 

stellar /'stelə/ adjective of star or stars. 

stem! noun main body or stalk of plant. 2 stalk 
of fruit, flower, or leaf. 3 stem-shaped part, oe: 
slender part of wineglass. 4 Grammar root 
main part ofnoun, verb, etc. to which infer 
are added. 5 main upright timber at bow of = 
© verb (-mm-) (+ from) spring or originate from. 
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m noun 1, 2 peduncle, shoot, stalk, stock, trunk. 
© verb arise, come, derive, develop, emanate, 
flow, issue, originate, proceed, result, spring, 
sprout. 


stem? verb (-mm-) check, stop. 


| E see CHECK verb 2. 


stench noun foul smell. 


l m mephitis, colloquial pong, reek, stink. 


stencil /'stensıl/ noun 1 thin sheet in which 
pattern is cut, placed on surface and printed, 
inked over, etc. 2 pattern so produced. © verb 
(-l-; US -1-) 1 (often + on) produce (pattern) with 
stencil. 2 mark (surface) in this way. 


Sten gun noun lightweight sub-machine-gun. 


stenographer /ste'nografa/ noun esp. US 
shorthand typist. 


stentorian /sten'to:rien/ adjective loud and 
powerful. 


step noun 1 complete movement of leg in 
walking or running. 2 distance so covered: 3 unit 
of movement in dancing. 4 measure taken, esp. 
one of several in course of action. 5 progress. 6 
surface of stair, stepladder, etc. tread. 7 short 
distance. 8 sound or mark made by foot in 
walking etc. 9 degree in scale of promotion, pre- 
cedence, etc. 10 stepping in unison or to music. 
11 state of conforming. 12 (in plural) stepladder. 
© verb (-pp-) 1 lift and set down foot or alternate 
feet in walking. 2 come or go in specified direc- 
tion by stepping. 3 make progress in specified 
way. 4 (+ off, out) measure (distance) by stepping. 
5 perform (dance). u mind, watch one’s step be 
careful. step by step gradually; cautiously. step 
down resign. step in 1 enter. 2 intervene. step- 
ladder short ladder with flat steps and folding 
prop. step on it colloquial hurry. step out 1 be 
active socially. 2 take large steps. step out of line 
behave inappropriately or disobediently. step 
up increase, intensify. 5 
m noun 1 footstep, pace, stride, tread. 4 action, 
initiative, manoeuvre, measure, move, phase, 
procedure, stage; (take steps) see BEGIN 3. 5 
advance, move, movement, progress, 
progression. 6 doorstep, rung, stair, tread; (steps) 
stairs, stalrcase, stairway. 8 footfall, footprint, 
footstep, tread. 9 degree, grade, level, notch, rung, 
stage, tier. 12 (steps) ladder, stepladder. © verb 1 
stamp, stride, tread, walk; (step on) see TRAMPLE 1. 
2 see WALK verb 1-5. 0 step down see RESIGN 1,2. 
step in 1 see ENTER 1. 2 see INTERVENE 2,4;5. step 
on it see HURRY Verb 1. step up see INCREASE Verb. 


step- combining form related by remarriage of 
parent. a stepchild, stepdaughter, stepson 
one’s husband's or wife’s child by previous 
partner. stepfather, stepmother, step-parent 
mother’s or father’s spouse who is not one's own 
parent. stepbrother, stepsister child of one’s 
step-parent by previous partner. 

stephanotis /stefo'nautis/ noun fragrant trop- 
ical climbing plant. 

steppe /step/ noun level grassy treeless plain. 

stepping stone oun 1 raised stone in stream, 


stem | sternum 


muddy place, etc. used to help in crossing. 2 
means to end; stage of progress. 
stereo /‘stertou/ noun (plural-s) 1 stereophonic 
sound reproduction or equipment. 2 stereo- 
Scope. © adjective 1 stereophonic. 2 stereoscopic. 
stereo- combining form solid; 3-dimensional. 
stereophonic /stertau'fontk/ adjective using 


two or more channels, to give effect of naturally 
distributed sound. 


stereoscope /'sterraskaup/ noun device for 

producing Sdimensional effect by viewing 
two slightly different photographs together. 
O stereoscopic /-'skup-/ adjective. 


a ü stereoscopic solid-looking, 
three-dimensional. 


stereotype ['stertautarp/ noun 1 person or 
thing seeming to conform to widely accepted 
type. 2 such type, idea, or attitude. 3 printing 
plate cast from mould of composed type. © verb 
(-ping) 1 (esp. as stereotyped adjective) cause to 
conform to type; standardize. 2 print from stereo- 
type. 3 make stereotype of. ? 

m noun 2 formula, model, pattern, type. © verb 1 

(stereotyped) clichéd, conventional, formalized, 

hackneyed, predictable, standard, standardized, 

stock, typecast, unoriginal. 


sterile /'stera1l/ adjective 1 not able to produce 
crop, fruit, or young; barren. 2 lacking ideas or 
originality; unproductive. 3 free from micro- 
organisms etc. o sterility /sta'ril-/ noun. 
m 1 arid, barren, childless, fruitless, infertile, 
lifeless, unfruitful, unproductive. 2 abortive, 
barren, dry, fruitless, hopeless, pointless, 
unfruitful, unproductive, unprofitable, useless. 3 
antiseptic, aseptic, clean, disinfected, germ-free, 
hygienic, pure, sanitary, sterilized, 
uncontaminated, uninfected, unpolluted. 


sterilize /‘sterilarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 make sterile. 2 deprive of reproductive 
power. o sterilization noun. 

u 1 clean, cleanse, decontaminate, disinfect, 

fumigate, pasteurize, purify. 2 castrate, 

emasculate, geld, neuter, perform a vasectomy on, 


spay. 


sterling /'sts:lm/ adjective 1 of or in British 
money. 2 (of coin or precious metal) genuine; 
of standard value or purity. 3 (of person etc.) 
genuine, reliable. @ noun British money. o ster- 
ling silver silver of 922% purity. 

stern’ adjective severe, grim; authoritarian. 
o sternly adverb. sternness noun. 

m adamant, austere, authoritarian, critical, dour, 

forbidding, frowning, grim, hard, harsh, inflexible, 

obdurate, resolute, rigid, rigorous, serious, 

severe, strict, stringent, colloquial tough, 

unbending, uncompromising, unrelenting, 

unremitting. 


stern? noun rear part, esp. of ship or boat. 


| aft, back, rear end. 


sternum /'sts:nəm/ noun (plural -na or -nums) 
breastbone. 


steroid | stifle 


steroid /‘straroid/ noun any of group of organic 
compounds including many hormones, alkal- 
oids, and vitamins. 

sterol /'sterol/ noun naturally occurring steroid 
alcohol. 

stertorous /'sts:tares/ adjective (of breathing 
etc.) laboured and noisy. 

stet verb (-tt-) (usually written on proof-sheet 
etc.) ignore or cancel (alteration); let original 
stand. 

stethoscope /'stefeskeup/ noun instrument 
used in listening to heart, lungs, etc. 

stetson /'stets(a)n/ noun slouch hat with wide 
brim and high crown. 

stevedore /'sti:vado:/ noun person employed in 
loading and unloading ships. 

stew verb 1 cook by long simmering in closed 
vessel. 2 colloquial swelter. 3 (of tea etc.) become 
bitter or strong from infusing too long. © noun 1 
dish of stewed meat etc. 2 colloquial agitated or 
angry state. 


n verb 1 boil, braise, casserole, simmer. © noun 1 
casserole, goulash, hash, hotpot, ragout. 


steward /'stju:ad/ noun 1 passengers’ attendant 
on ship, aircraft, or train. 2 official managing 
meeting, show, etc. 3 person responsible for sup- 
plies of food etc. for college, club, etc. 4 property 
manager. o stewardship noun. 


| n 1 attendant, waiter. 2 marshal, officer, official. 


stewardess /stju:o'des/ noun female steward, 
esp. on ship or aircraft. 


| n attendant, steward, waitress. 


stick’ noun 1 short slender length of wood, esp. 
for use as support or weapon. 2 thin rod of wood 
etc. for particular purpose. 3 gear lever. 4 joy- 
stick. 5 sticklike piece of celery, dynamite, etc. 6 
(often the stick) punishment, esp. by beating. 7 
colloquial adverse criticism. 8 colloquial person, 
esp. when dull or unsociable. o stick insect 
insect with twiglike body. 

a 1 branch, stalk, twig. 2 bar, baton, cane, club, 

cue, pole, rod, staff, stake, wand. 


stick? verb (past & past participle stuck) 1 (+ in, 
into, through) thrust, insert (thing or its point). 
2 stab. 3 (+ in, into, on, etc.) fix or be fixed (as) by 
pointed end. 4 fix or be fixed (as) by adhesive 
etc. 5 lose or be deprived of movement or action 
through adhesion, jamming, etc. 6 colloquial put 
in specified position or place. 7 remain. 8 collo- 
quial endure, tolerate. 9 (+ at) colloquial perse- 
vere with. o stick around colloquial linger. stick 
atit colloquial persevere. sticking plaster adhes- 
ive plaster for wounds etc. stick-in-the-mud col- 
loquial unprogressive or old-fashioned person. 
stick it out colloquial endure to the end. stick 
out (cause to) protrude. stick out for persist in 
demanding. stick together become or remain 
united. stick to one’s guns see GuN. stick up 1 be 
or make erect or protruding upwards. 2 fasten to 
upright surface. 3 colloquial rob or threaten with 
gun. stick up for support, defend. stick with 
support; persevere with. 
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u 1, 2 bore, dig, impale, jab, penetrate, pierce, pin 
poke, prick, prod, punch, puncture, run through, $ 
spear, spike, spit, stab, thrust, transfix. 3 attach, 
fasten, fix, nail, pin, tack. 4 adhere, affix, 
agglutinate, bind, bond, cement, cling, fasten, fuse 
together, glue, gum, paste, solder, weld. 5 become 
trapped, get bogged down, seize up, jam, wedge. 7 
be fixed, continue, endure, keep on, last, linger, 
persist, remain, stay. 8 see TOLERATE 2,3. 9 (stick 
at) see CONTINUE 1. O stick at it see PERSIST. stick 
out see PROTRUDE 2. stick together see UNITE 1. 
stick up 1 see PROTRUDE 2. stick up for see DEFEND 
4. stick with see SUPPORT verb 4. 


sticker noun adhesive label. 


stickleback /‘stik(a)lbzek/ noun small spiny- 
backed fish. 


stickler /'stikla/ noun (+ for) person who insists 
on something. 


sticky adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 tending or intended 
to stick or adhere. 2 glutinous, viscous. 3 (of 
weather) humid. 4 colloquial difficult, awkward. 
5 colloquial unpleasant, painful. o sticky wicket 
colloquial difficult situation. o stickiness noun. 
m 1 adhesive, glued, gummed, self-adhesive. 2 
gluey, glutinous, colloquial gooey, gummy, tacky, 
viscous. 3 clammy, close, damp, dank, humid, 
moist, muggy, steamy, sultry. 


stiff adjective 1 rigid, inflexible. 2 hard to bend, 
move, turn, etc. 3 hard to cope with; needing 
strength or effort. 4 severe, strong. 5 formal, con- 
strained. 6 (of muscle, person, etc.) aching from 
exertion, injury, etc. 7 (of esp. alcoholic drink) 
strong. @noun slang corpse. Ubore, scare 
person stiff colloquial bore or scare person 
to extreme degree. stiff-necked obstinate, 
haughty. stiff upper lip appearance of firmness 
or fortitude. o stiffen verb. stiffly adverb. stiff- 
ness noun. 
n adjective 1,2 compact, dense, firm, hard, heavy, 
inelastic, inflexible, rigid, semi-solid, solid, 
solidified, thick, tough, unbending, unyielding, 
viscous. 3 arduous, challenging, difficult, 
exacting, exhausting, hard, laborious, tiring, 
tough, uphill. 4 (stiff opposition) determined, 
dogged, obstinate, powerful, resolute, strong, 
stubborn, unyielding, vigorous; (stiff penalties) 
cruel, drastic, excessive, harsh, hurtful, merciless, 
pitiless, punishing, punitive, relentless, rigorous, 
severe, strict; (stiff wind) brisk, fresh, strong. 5 
artificial, awkward, cold, constrained, forced, 
formal, graceless, haughty, inelegant, laboured, 
mannered, pedantic, self-conscious, stand-offish, 
starchy, stilted, stuffy, tense, ungainly, unnatural, 
wooden. 6 arthritic, immovable, painful, 
rheumatic, taut, tight. 7 alcoholic, potent, strong. 
o stiffen clot, coagulate, congeal, harden, 
colloquial jell, set, solidify, thicken, tighten, 
toughen. 


; : l 
stifle /'starf(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 suppress. 2 fee 
or make unable to breathe easily; suffocate. 
o stifling adjective. : 
m 1 check, control, crush, curb, deaden, destroy. 
extinguish, keep back, kill off, muffle, quash, 
repress, restrain, silence, stamp out, stop; 
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suppress, withhold. 2 asphyxiate, choke, Smother, 
strangle, suffocate, throttle. ; 


stigma /‘stigma/ noun (plural -s or stigmata 

/-mate or -'ma:tə/) 1 shame, disgrace. 2 part of 
pistil that receives pollen in pollination. 3 
(stigmata) marks like those on Christ's body 
after the Crucifixion, appearing on bodies of 
certain saints etc. 


1 blot, brand, disgrace, dishonour, mark, 
| reproach, shame, slur, stain, taint. 


stigmatize /'stigmataiz/ verb (also -ise) ¢zing 
or -sing) (often + as) brand as unworthy or dis- 
graceful. 


u brand, condemn, defame, denounce, 
| disparage, label, mark, pillory, slander, vilify. 


stile noun set of steps etc. allowing people to 
climb over fence, wall, etc. 


stiletto /strletəu/ noun (plural -s) 1 short 
dagger. 2 (in full stiletto heel) long tapering heel 
of shoe. 3 pointed implement for making eyelets 
etc. 
still’ adjective 1 with little or no movement or 
sound. 2 calm, tranquil. 3 (of drink) not efferves- 
cing. © noun 1 deep silence. 2 static photograph, 
esp. single shot from cinema film. @adverb 1 
without moving. 2 even now; at particular time. 
3 nevertheless. 4 (+ comparative) even, yet, 
increasingly. verb make or become still; 
quieten. o stillbirth birth of dead child. stillborn 
1 born dead. 2 abortive. still life painting or 
drawing of inanimate objects. o stillness noun. 
a adjective 1, 2 at rest, calm, even, flat, hushed, 
immobile, inert, lifeless, motionless, noiseless, 
Pacific, peaceful, placid, quiet, restful, serene, 
silent, smooth, soundless, stagnant, static, 
Stationary, tranquil, unmoving, unruffled, 
untroubled, windless. © verb allay, appease, 
assuage, calm, lull, pacify, quieten, settle, silence, 
soothe, subdue, suppress, tranquillize. 


still? noun apparatus for distilling spirits etc. 
Stilt noun 1 either of pair of poles with foot sup- 
ports for walking at a distance above ground. 2 
cach of set of piles or posts supporting building 
etc. 
stilted adjective (of literary style etc.) stiff and 
unnatural. 
Stilton /'stilt(ə)n/ noun proprietary term strong 
rich esp. blue-veined cheese. 
stimulant /‘stmjulent/ adjective stimulating 
esp. bodily or mental activity. © noun 1 stimu- 
lant substance. 2 stimulating influence. 
E noun 1 antidepressant, pick-me-up, restorative, 
Colloquial shot in the arm, tonic. 2 see STIMULUS. 


Stimulate /‘strmjuleit/ verb (-ting) 1 act as 
stimulus to. 2 animate, excite, rouse. o stimulat- 
ing adjective. stimulation noun. stimulative 
/-latt/ adjective. stimulator noun. 

u activate, arouse, awaken, cause, encourage, 
excite, fan, fire, foment, galvanize, goad, incite, 
inflame, inspire, instigate, invigorate, kindle, 
Motivate, prick, prompt, provoke, quicken, rouse, 
Set off, spur, stir up, titillate, urge, whet. 


stigma | stipulate 


ū stimulating arousing, challengi i 
“mulating arousing, ging, exciting, 
exhilarating, inspirational, inspiring, interesting, 
intoxicating, invigorating, provocative, rousing, 
Stirring, thought-provoking, titillating. 


stimulus l'stmjuləs/ noun (plural -ħi |-lax 
thing that rouses to activity. H Head 
a encouragement, fillip, goad, Incentive, 


inducement, inspiration, prompting, provocation, 
Spur, stimulant. 


sting noun 1 sharp wounding organ of insect, 
nettle, etc. 2 inflicting of wound with this, 3 
wound itself..4 pain caused by it. 5 painful 
quality or effect. 6 pungency, vigour. © verb 
(past & past participle stung) 1 wound with 
Sting. 2 be able to sting. 3 feel or cause tingling 
physical pain or sharp mental pain. 4 (+ into) 
incite, esp. painfully. 5 slang swindle; charge 
heavily. o stinging nettle nettle with stinging 
hairs. stingray broad flatfish with stinging tail. 
m noun 2-4 bite, pain, prick, stab, tingle. © verb 1 
bite, nip, prick, wound. 3 hurt, pain, prick, smart, 
tingle, wound. 


stingy /‘stmd31/ adjective (-ier, -iest) niggardly, 
Mean. O stingily adverb. stinginess noun. 
u of person cheese-paring, close, close-fisted, 
covetous, mean, colloquial mingy, miserly, 
niggardly, parsimonious, penny-pinching, 
tight-fisted, ungenerous; of amount, etc. 
inadequate, insufficient, meagre, colloquial 
measly, scanty, small. 


stink verb (past stank or stunk; past participle 
stunk) 1 emit strong offensive smell. 2 (often + 
out) fill (place) with stink. 3 (+ out etc.) drive 
(person) out etc. by stink. 4 colloquial be or seem 
very unpleasant. @noun 1 strong offensive 
smell. 2 colloquial loud complaint; fuss. o stink 
bomb device emitting stink when opened. 


n verb 1 see SMELL verb 2. @ noun 1 see SMELL 
| noun 3. 


stinker noun slang 1 particularly annoying or 
unpleasant person. 2 very difficult problem etc. 

stinking adjective 1 that stinks. 2 slang very 
objectionable. e adverb slang extremely and 
usually objectionably. 

stint verb 1 (often + on) supply (food, aid, etc.) 


meanly or grudgingly. 2 (often stint oneself) 
supply (person etc.) in this way. @ noun allotted 


amount or period of work. 
stipend /‘starpend/ noun salary, esp. of clergy- 
man. 
stipendiary /star'pendjart/ adjective receiving 
stipend. © noun (plural -ies) person receiving 
stipend. o stipendiary magistrate paid profes- 
sional magistrate. A 
ipple /'stp(a)l/ verb (-ling) 1 draw, paint, 
PEPPES tas with dots instead oflines.2roughen 
surface of (paint, cement, etc.). @noun 1 stip- 
pling. 2 effect of stippling. 
te /'stipjulert/ verb (-ting) demand or 
pasar bea bargain etc. o stipulation 
noun. 


stir | stoic 


le demand, insist on, require, specify. 
o stipulation condition, demand, prerequisite, 
proviso, requirement, specification. 


stir verb (-rr-) 1 move spoon etc. round and round 
in (liquid etc.), esp. to mix ingredients. 2 cause 
to move, esp. slightly. 3 be or begin to be in 
motion. 4 rise from sleep. 5 arouse, inspire, 
excite. 6 colloquial cause trouble by gossiping 
etc. © noun 1 act ofstirring. 2 commotion, excite- 
ment. u stir-fry © verb fry rapidly while stirring. 
© noun stir-fried dish. stir up 1 mix thoroughly 
by stirring. 2 stimulate, incite. o stirring adjec- 
tive. 
m verb 1 agitate, beat, blend, churn, mingle, mix, 
scramble, whisk. 2, 3 see MOVE verb 2. 4 arise, 
bestir oneself, colloquial get a move on, get going, 
get up, move, rise, show signs of life. 5 activate, 
affect, arouse, awaken, challenge, disturb, 
electrify, excite, exhilarate, fire, impress, inspire, 
kindle, move, resuscitate, revive, rouse, stimulate, 
touch, upset. © noun 2 see COMMOTION. O stirring 
affecting, arousing, challenging, dramatic, 
electrifying, emotional, emotion-charged, 
emotive, exciting, exhilarating, heady, 
impassioned, inspirational, inspiring, interesting, 
intoxicating, invigorating, moving, provocative, 
provoking, rousing, spirited, stimulating, 
thought-provoking, thrilling, titillating, touching. 


stirrer /‘sta:ra/ noun 1 thing or person thatstirs. 
2 troublemaker, agitator. 


stirrup /'strəp/ noun support for horse-rider’s 
foot, suspended by strap from saddle. o stirrup- 
cup cup of wine etc. offered to departing trav- 
eller, originally rider. 

stitch noun 1 single pass of needle, or result of 
this, in sewing, knitting, or crochet. 2 particular 
method of sewing etc. 3 least bit of clothing. 4 
sharp pain in side induced by runningetc. @ verb 
sew, make stitches (in). o in stitches colloquial 
laughing uncontrollably. stitch up join or mend 
by sewing. 


| m verb darn, mend, repair, sew, tack. 


stoat noun mammal of weasel family with 
brown fur turning mainly white in winter. 


stock noun 1 store of goods etc. ready for sale or 
distribution. 2 supply or quantity of things for 
use. 3 equipment or raw material for manufac- 
ture, trade, etc. 4 farm animals or equipment. 5 
capital of business. 6 shares in this. 7 reputation, 
popularity. 8 money lent to government at fixed 
interest. 9 line of ancestry. 10 liquid made by 
stewing bones, vegetables, etc. 11 fragrant 
garden plant. 12 plant into which graft is 
inserted. 13 main trunk of tree etc. 14 (in plural) 
historical timber frame with holes for feet in 
which offenders were locked as public punish- 
ment. 15 base, support, or handle for implement 
or machine. 16 butt of rifle etc. 17 (in plural) 
supports for ship during building or repair. 18 
band of cloth worn round neck. © adjective 1 kept 
regularly in stock for sale or use. 2 commonly 
use; hackneyed. @ verb 1 have (goods) in stock. 2 
provide (shop, farm, etc.) with goods, livestock, 
etc. Din stock available immediately for sale. 
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out of stock not available immediately for sale 
stockbroker member of Stock Exchange dealing 
in stocks and shares. stock car spec 
strengthened car used in racing where deliber- 
ate bumping is allowed. Stock Exchange 1 place 
for dealing in stocks and shares. 2 dealers 
working there. stock-in-trade requisite(s) of 
trade or profession. stock market 1 Stock 
Exchange. 2 transactions on this. stockpile 
@noun reserve supply of accumulated stock. 
© verb accumulate stockpile (of). stockpot pot 
for making soup stock. stockroom room for 
storing goods in stock. stock-still motionless, 
stocktaking making inventory of stock. stock 
up (often + with) provide with or get stocks or 
supplies (of). stockyard enclosure for sorting or 
temporary keeping of cattle. take stock 1 make 
inventory of one’s stock. 2 (often + of) review 
(situation etc.). 
u noun 1 commodities, goods, merchandise, 
range, wares. 2 cache, hoard, reserve, reservoir, 
stockpile, store, supply. 4 animals, beasts, cattle, 
herds, livestock. 9 ancestry, blood, descent, 
dynasty, extraction, family, forebears, genealogy, 
line, lineage, parentage, pedigree. 10 broth, soup. 
© adjective 2 accustomed, banal, clichéd, 
common, commonplace, conventional, 
customary, expected, hackneyed, ordinary, 
predictable, regular, routine, run-of-the-mill, set, 
standard, staple, stereotyped, tired, traditional, 
trite, unoriginal, usual. © verb 1 carry, deal in, 
handle, have available, keep, keep in stock, 
market, offer, provide, sell, supply, trade in. 0 out 
of stock sold out, unavailable. take stock 2 (take 
Stock of ) see REVIEW verb 1. 


stockade /stn'keid/ noun line or enclosure of 
upright stakes. © verb (-ding) fortify with this. 


| m noun fence, paling, palisade, wall. 


stockinet /stokr'net/ noun (also stockinette) 
elastic knitted fabric. 

stocking /‘stokm/ noun knitted covering for leg 
and foot, of nylon, wool, silk, etc. a stocking 
stitch alternate rows of plain and purl. 


stockist noun dealer in specified types of goods. 


m dealer, esp. US & Scottish merchant, retailer, 
seller, shopkeeper, supplier. 


stocky adjective (-ier, -lest) short and strongly 
built. o stockily adverb. 


m burly, compact, dumpy, heavy-set, short, solid, 
squat, stubby, sturdy, thickset. 


stodge noun colloquial heavy fattening food. 


stodgy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 (of food) heavy, 
filling. 2 dull, uninteresting. o stodginess noun. 
a 1 filling, heavy, indigestible, solid, starchy. 2 
boring, dull, ponderous, stuffy, tedious, tiresome, 
turgid, unexciting, unimaginative, uninteresting. 


stoic /'stauik/ noun person having great 
self-control in adversity. o stoical adjective. 
stoicism /-1stz(a)m/ noun. 
a o stoical calm, cool, disciplined, impassive, 
imperturbable, long-suffering, patient, 
philosophical, phlegmatic, resigned, stolid, 
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uncomplaining, unemotional, unexcitable, 
colloquial unflappable. 


stoke verb (-king) 1 (often + up) feed and tend 
(fire, furnace, etc.). 2 colloquial fill oneself with 
food. a stokehold compartment in steamship 
containing its boilers and furnace. stokehole 
space for stokers in front of furnace. 


l a verb 1 feed, fuel, tend. 


stoker noun person who tends furnace, esp. on 
steamship. 


stole’ noun 1 woman’s garment like long wide 
scaif worn over shoulders. 2 strip of silk ètc. 
worn similarly by priest. 


| 1 cape, shawl, wrap. 


stole? past of STEAL. 
stolen past participle of STEAL. 


stolid /'‘stolid/ adjective not easily excited or 
moved; impassive, unemotional. o stolidity 
/-liditt/ noun. stolidly adverb. 

u bovine, dull, heavy, immovable, impassive, 

lumpish, phlegmatic, stoical, unemotional, 

unimaginative, wooden. 


stomach /'stamək/ noun 1 internal organ in 
which food is digested. 2 lower front of body. 3 
(usually + for) appetite, inclination, etc. © verb 
(usually in negative) endure. o stomach-ache 
pain in stomach. stomach pump syringe for 
forcing liquid etc. into or out of stomach. 

u noun 2 abdomen, belly, slang gut, colloquial 

insides, paunch, pot belly, colloquial tummy. 

© verb see TOLERATE 2,3. 0 stomach-ache colic, 

colloquial collywobbles, gripes, colloquial 

tummy-ache. 


stomp verb tread or stamp heavily. © noun 
lively jazz dance with heavy stamping. 


stone noun 1 solid non-metallic mineral matter; 
rock. 2 small piece of this. 3 stone as material 
for building etc. 4 piece of shaped stone, esp. as 
monument. 5 hard case ofkernel in some fruits. 6 
hard morbid concretion in body. 7 ( plural same) 
unit of weight (14 1b, 6.35 kg). 8 precious stone. 
© verb(-ning) 1 pelt with stones. 2 remove stones 
from (fruit). a Stone Age prehistoric period 
when weapons and tools were made of stone. 
stone-cold completely cold. stone-cold sober 
completely sober. stonecrop succulent rock 
plant. stone-dead completely dead. stone-deaf 
completely deaf. stone fruit fruit with flesh 
enclosing stone. stoneground (of flour) ground 
with millstones. stone’s throw short distance. 
stonewall 1 obstruct with evasive answers etc. 2 
- Cricket bat with excessive caution. stoneware 
impermeable and partly vitrified but opaque 
ceramic ware. stonewashed (esp. of denim) 
washed with abrasives to give worn or faded 
look. stonework masonry. 
m noun 2 cobble, pebble, US rock; (stones) gravel, 
scree, shingle. 3 block, flagstone, sett, slab. 4 
gravestone, headstone, memorial, monolith, 
obelisk, tablet, tombstone. 5 pip, seed. 8 see 
JEWEL NOUN 1. 


stoke | stop 


Stoned adjective slang drunk; drugged. 
stony adjective(-ier, -iest) 1 fullofstones.2 hard, 
rigid. 3 unfeeling, unresponsive. o stony-broke 
slang entirely without money. o stonily adverb. 
m 1 pebbly, rocky, rough, shingly. 3 adamant, 
chilly, cold, cold-hearted, expressionless, frigid, 
hard, hard-boiled, heartless, hostile, Icy, 
indifferent, insensitive, merciless, pitiless, steely, 
stony-hearted, uncaring, unemotional, unfeeling, 
unforgiving, unfriendly, unresponsive, 
unsympathetic. 


stood past & past participle of STAND. 


stooge colloquial noun 1 person acting as butt 
or foil, esp. for comedian. 2assistant or subordin- 
ate, esp. for unpleasant work. 3 person controlled 
by another. © verb (-ging) 1 (+ for) act as stooge 
for; 2 (+ about, around, etc.) move about aim- 
lessly. 


m noun 1 butt, dupe, slang fall guy, foil, straight 
man. 3 cat's-paw, lackey, puppet. 


stool /stu:l/ noun 1 single seat without back or 
arms. 2 footstool. 3 (usually in plural) faeces. 
O stool-pigeon 1 person acting as decoy. 2 police 
informer. 


stoop verb 1 bend down. '2 stand or walk with 
shoulders habitually bent forward. 3 (+ to do) 
condescend to. 4 (+ fo) descend to (shameful act). 
@ noun stooping posture. 

m verb 1 bend, bow, crouch, duck, kneel, lean, 

squat. 2 hunch one's shoulders. 3, 4 condescend, 

degrade oneself, deign, descend, humble oneself, 

lower oneself, sink. 


stop verb (-pp-) 1 put an end to progress, motion, 
or operation of; discontinue. 2 effectively hinder 
or prevent. 3 come to an end. 4 cease from 
motion, speaking, or action. 5 defeat. 6 colloquial 
remain; stay for short time. 7 (often + up) block 
or close up (hole, leak, etc.). 8 not permit or 
supply as usual. 9 instruct bank to withhold 
payment on (cheque). 10 fill (tooth). 11 press 
(violin etc. string) to obtain required pitch. 
@noun 1 stopping, being stopped. 2 place where 
bus, train, etc. regularly stops. 3 full stop. 4 
device for stopping motion at particular point. 5 
change of pitch effected by stopping string. 6 (in 
organ) row of pipes of one character. 7 knob etc. 
operating these. 8 (in camera etc.) diaphragm. 9 
effective diameter of lens. 10 device for reducing 
this. 11 plosive sound. o pull out all the stops 
make extreme effort. stopcock externally oper- 
ated valve regulating flow through pipe etc. 
stopgap temporary substitute. stop off, over 
break one’s journey; stopover break in journey. 
stop press late news inserted in newspaper after 
printing has begun. stopwatch watch that can 
be instantly started and stopped, used in timing 
of races etc. 0 stoppable adjective. 
m verb 1 break off, call a halt to, formal cease, 
conclude, cut off, desist from, discontinue, end, 
finish, halt, colloquial knock off, leave off, 
colloquial pack in, pause, put an end to, puta stop 
to, US quit, refrain from, rest from, suspend, 
terminate. 2 arrest, bar, block, check, curb, cut off, 
delay, detain, frustrate, hamper, hinder, hold up, 


stoppage | stowage 


| immobilize, impede, intercept, interrupt, nip in the 
bud, obstruct, puta stop to, stanch, stem, 
suppress, thwart. 3 be over, formal cease, come to 
an end, finish, peter out. 4 come to rest, draw up, 
halt, pull up. 6 have a holiday, remain, rest, sojourn, 
spend time, stay, visit. 7 block, bung up, close, fill 
in, plug, seal. © noun 1 ban, break, cessation, 
close, conclusion, end, finish, halt, pause, rest, 
standstill, stopover, stoppage, termination. 2 
destination, stage, station, stopping place, 
terminus. o stopover break, sojourn, stay, stop, 
visit. 


stoppage noun 1 interruption of work due to 

` strike etc. 2 (in plural) sum deducted from pay, 

for tax, etc. 3 condition of being blocked or 
stopped. 


stopper noun plug for closing bottle etc. 


| a bung, cork, plug. 


storage /‘sto:r1d3/ noun 1 storing of goods etc. 2 
method of, space for, or cost of storing. o storage 
battery, cell one for storing electricity. storage 
heater electric heater releasing heat stored 
outside peak hours. 


store noun 1 quantity of something kept ready 
for use. 2(in plural)articles gathered for particu- 
lar purpose. 3 (in plural) supply of, or place for 
keeping, these. 4 department store. 5 esp. US 
shop. 6 (often in plural) shop selling basic neces- 
sities. 7 warehouse for keeping furniture etc. 
temporarily. 8 device in computer for keeping 
retrievable data. © verb (-ring) 1 (often + up, 
away) accumulate for future use. 2 put (furniture 
etc.) inastore. 3 stock or provide with something 
useful. 4 keep (data) for retrieval. o in store 1 in 
reserve. 2 tocome. 3(+/for) awaiting. storehouse 
storage place. storekeeper 1 person in charge 
of stores. 2 US shopkeeper. storeroom storage 
room. 
n noun 1 accumulation, cache, fund, hoard, 
quantity, reserve, reservoir, stock, stockpile, 
supply. 2 (stores) see PROVISION 2. 3 see 
STOREHOUSE. 4-6 outlet, retailer, shop, 
supermarket. © verb 1 accumulate, aggregate, 
deposit, hoard, keep, lay by, lay in, lay up, 
preserve, put away, reserve, save, set aside, 
colloquial stash away, stockpile, stock up, stow 
away. o storehouse depository, depot, 
repository, stockroom, storage, store, storeroom, 
stores, warehouse. 


storey /'sto:r1/ noun (plural -s) rooms etc. on 
one level of building. 


m deck, floor, level, stage, tier. 


stork noun long-legged usually white wading 


storm noun 1 violent disturbance ofatmosphere 
with high winds and usually thunder, rain, or 
snow. 2 violent disturbance in human affairs. 
3 (+ of) shower of missiles or blows. 4 (+ of) 
outbreak of applause, hisses, etc. 5 assault on 
fortified place. verb 1 attack or capture by 
storm. 2 rush violently. 3 rage; be violent. 4 
bluster. o storm centre 1 comparatively calm 
centre of cyclonic storm. 2 centre round which 
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controversy etc. rages. storm cloud heavy rain 
cloud. storm troops 1 shock troops. 2 historical 
Nazi political militia. take by storm 1 capture 
by direct assault. 2 quickly captivate. 

a noun 1 blizzard, cloudburst, cyclone, deluge, 
dust storm, electrical storm, gale, hailstorm, 
hurricane, mistral, monsoon, rainstorm, 
sandstorm, simoom, sirocco, snowstorm, squall, 
tempest, thunderstorm, tornado, typhoon, 
whirlwind. 2 see TUMULT. 3 barrage, outbreak, 
outburst, shower. 5 see ATTACK noun 1. © verb 4 
see ATTACK Verb 1. 


stormy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of or affected by 
storms. 2 (of wind etc.) violent. 3 full of angry 
feeling or outbursts. o stormily adverb. 

m 2 blustery, choppy, gusty, raging, rough, squally, 

tempestuous, thundery, turbulent, violent, wild, 

windy. 3 fierce, furious, tempestuous, tumultuous, 

turbulent, vehement, violent, wild. 


story /'sta:r1/ noun (plural-ies) 1 account ofreal 
or imaginary events; tale, anecdote. 2 history of 
person, institution, etc. 3 plot of novel, play, etc. 
4articlein newspaper. 5 material for this. 6 collo- 
quial fib. o storyline narrative or plot of novel, 
play, etc. storyteller 1 person who tells or writes 
stories. 2 colloquial liar. storytelling noun & 
adjective. 
u 1 account, allegory, anecdote, chronicle, epic, 
fable, fiction, history, legend, myth, narration, 
narrative, novel, parable, recital, record, romance, 
saga, tale, colloquial yarn. 3 plot, scenario. 4 
article, dispatch, exclusive, feature, news item, 
piece, report, scoop. 6 falsehood, fib, lie, 
colloquial tall story, untruth. o storyteller author, 
biographer, narrator, raconteur, teller. 


stoup /stu:p/ noun 1 basin for holy water. 2 
archaic flagon, beaker. 


stout /staut/ adjective 1 rather fat, corpulent. 2 
thick, strong. 3 brave, resolute. © noun strong 
dark beer. cstout-hearted courageous. 
Ustoutly adverb. stoutness noun. 

u adjective 1 beefy, big, bulky, burly, chubby, 

corpulent, fat, fleshy, heavy, colloquial hulking, 

overweight; plump, portly, solid, stocky, strapping, 
thickset, tubby, well built. 2 durable, robust, 

sound, strong, sturdy, substantial, thick, tough. 3 

bold, brave, courageous, fearless, gallant, heroic, 

intrepid, plucky, resolute, spirited, valiant. 


stove’ /steuv/ noun closed apparatus burning 
fuel or using electricity ‘etc. for heating oF 
cooking. o stove-pipe pipe carrying smoke and 
gases from stove to chimney. 


| n boiler, cooker, fire, furnace, heater, oven, range. 


stove? past & past participle of STAVE. 

stow /stau/ verb pack (goods, cargo, etc.) ay 
and compactly. u stow away 1 place (thing) ou 
of the way. 2 hide oneself on ship etc. to trave. 
free. stowaway person who stows away. 


a load, pack, put away, colloquial stash away, 
store. 


stowage noun 1 stowing. 2 place for this. 
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straddle ['stræd(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 4 sit or stand 
across (thing) with legs wide apart. 2 be situated 
on both sides of. 3 spread legs wide apart. 


strafe /stra:f/ verb (-fing) bombard; attack with 
gunfire. 


straggle /'strzg(a)l/ verb (ling) 1 lack com- 
pactness or tidiness. 2 be dispersed or sporadic. 3 
trail behind in race etc. © noun straggling group. 
o straggler noun. straggling adjective. straggly 
adjective, 

m verb 1 dangle, sprawi, spread out. 2 be 

dispersed, be scattered, scatter, spread out, stray, 

String out. 3 dawdle, drift, fall behind, lag, loiter, 

trail. O straggling see DISORGANIZE 2, LOOSE 

adjective 1,2. 


straight /streit/ adjective 1 not curved; bent, 
crooked, or curly. 2 successive, uninterrupted. 3 
ordered; level; tidy. 4 honest, candid. 5 (of think- 
ing etc.) logical. 6 (of theatre, music, etc.) not 
popular or comic. 7 unmodified. 8 (of a drink) 
undiluted. 9 colloquial (of person etc.) conven- 
tional, respectable. 10 colloquial heterosexual. 
noun 1 straight part, esp. concluding stretch 
of racetrack. 2 straight condition. 3 colloquial 
conventional person. 4 colloquial heterosexual. 
O adverb 1 in straight line; direct. 2 in right dir- 
ection. 3 correctly. ogo straight (of criminal) 
become honest. straight away immediately. 
Straight face intentionally expressionless face. 
Straight fight Politics contest between two can- 
didates only. straightforward 1 honest, frank. 2 
(of task etc.) simple. straightforwardness noun. 
straight man comedian’s stooge. straight off 
colloquial without hesitation. o straightness 
noun. 
u adjective 1 direct, linear, unbending, 
undeviating, unswerving. 2 consecutive, 
continuous, non-stop, sustained, unbroken, 
uninterrupted, unrelieved. 3 aligned, even, flat, 
level, neat, orderly, organized, regular, right, 
shipshape, smooth, sorted out, spruce, square, 
tidy, true. 4 see STRAIGHTFORWARD 1. O straight 
away at once, directly, immediately, instantly, 
now, without delay. straightforward 1 blunt, 
candid, direct, forthright, frank, genuine, honest, 
lucid, open, plain, sincere, straight, truthful. 2 easy, 
simple, uncomplicated. 


straighten verb 1 (often + out) make or become 
straight. 2 (+ up) stand erect after bending. 

m 1 disentangle, rearrange, sort out, tidy, unbend, 

uncurl, unravel, untangle, untwist. 


Strain’ verb 1 stretch tightly; make or become 
taut or tense. 2 injure or weaken by overuse or 
excessive demands. 3 exercise (oneself, one’s 
senses, thing, etc.) intensely; press to extremes. 
4 strive intensely. 5 distort from true intention 
or meaning. 6 clear (liquid) of solid matter by 
passing it through sieve etc. enoun 1 act of 
Straining. 2 force exerted in this. 3 injury caused 
by straining muscle etc. 4 severe mental or phys- 
ical demand or exertion. 5 snatch of music or 
poetry. 6 tone or tendency in speech or writing. 

m verb 1 pull, stretch, tauten, tighten, tug. 2 
damage, exhaust, hurt, injure, overtax, overwork, 


straddle | strange 


pull, rick, sprain, tear, tire out, twist, weaken, wear 
out, weary, wrench. 3 exercise, push to the limit, 
Stretch, tax. 4 attempt, endeavour, exert oneself, 
labour, make an effort, Strive, struggle, toil, try. 6 
drain, draw off, filter, percolate, purify, riddle, 
Screen, separate, sieve, sift. © noun 4 anxiety, 
difficulty, effort, exertion, hardship, pressure, 
Stress, tension, worry. 


Strain? noun 1 breed or stock of animals, plants, 
etc. 2 characteristic tendency. 
m 1 see ANCESTRY. 


Strained adjective 1 constrained, artificial. 2 
(of relationship) distrustful, tense. 3 (of inter- 
pretation) far-fetched. 4 weary, tense. 

a 1 artificial, constrained, false, forced, insincere, 

self-conscious, stiff, unnatural. 2 distrustful, 

embarrassed, tense, uncomfortable, uneasy. 3 

far-fetched, incredible, laboured, unlikely, 

unreasonable. 4 drawn, tense, tired, weary. 


strainer noun device for Straining liquids. 
m colander, filter, riddle, sieve. 


strait noun 1 (in singular or plural) narrow 
channel connecting two large bodies of water. 2 
(usually in plural) difficulty, distress. o strait- 
jacket 1 strong garment with long sleeves for 
confining violent prisoner etc. 2 restrictive 
measures. strait-laced puritanical. 
straitened /'streit(e)nd/ adjective of or marked 
by poverty. 
strand! verb 1 run aground. 2 (as stranded 
adjective) in difficulties, esp. without money or 
transport. © noun esp. poetical foreshore, beach. 
m verb 1 beach, ground, run aground, wreck: 
(stranded) shipwrecked, stuck. 2 (stranded) 
abandoned, deserted, forsaken, helpless, high 
and dry, marooned. 


strand? noun 1 each of twisted threads or wires 
making rope, cable, etc. 2 single thread or strip 
of fibre. 3 lock of hair. 4 element, component. 


| u 1, 2 fibre, filament, string, thread, wire. 


strange /stremd3/ adjective 1 unusual, pecu- 

liar, surprising, eccentric. 2 (often + to) unfamil- 

iar, foreign. 3 (+ to) unaccustomed to. 4 not at 

ease. O strangely adverb. strangeness noun. 
u 1 abnormal, astonishing, atypical, baffling, 
bewildering, bizarre, cranky, curious, eccentric, 
eerie, exceptional, extraordinary, fantastic, funny, 
grotesque, inexplicable, insoluble, irregular, 
mysterious, mystifying, odd, out of the ordinary, 
outré, peculiar, perplexing, puzzling, quaint, 
queer, rare, remarkable, singular, sinister, 
surprising, surreal, unaccountable, 
unaccustomed, uncommon, unconventional, 
unexpected, unheard-of, disputed unique, 
unnatural, untypical, unusual, colloquial weird, 
zany. 2 alien, different, exotic, foreign, little known, 
new, novel, outlandish, out of the way, remote, 
unexplored, unfamiliar, unmapped. 3 (strange to) 
fresh to, new to, unaccustomed to, unfamiliar with, 
unused to. o strangeness abnormality, 
bizarreness, eccentricity, eeriness, 
extraordinariness, irregularity, mysteriousness, 


stranger | streamer 


| novelty, oddity, oddness, outiandishness, 
peculiarity, quaintness, queerness, rarity, 
singularity, unconventionality, unfamiliarity. 


stranger noun 1 person new to particular place 
or company. 2 (often + to) person one does not 
know. 


1 alien, foreigner, guest, newcomer, outsider, 
visitor. 


strangle /'stræņg(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 squeeze 
windpipe or neck of, esp. so asto kill. 2hamper or 
suppress (movement, cry, etc.). a stranglehold 
4 deadly grip. 2 complete control. o strangler 
noun. 


u 1 asphyxiate, choke, garrotte, smother, stifle, 
suffocate, throttle. 2 see SUPPRESS 2. 
strangulate /‘strengjolert/ verb (ting) com- 


press (vein, intestine, etc.), preventing circula- 
tion. 


| m bind, compress, constrict, squeeze. 


strangulation noun 1 strangling, being 
strangled. 2 strangulating. 


| a 1 asphyxiation, garrotting, suffocation. 


strap noun 1 strip of leather etc., often with 
buckle, for holding things together etc. 2 narrow 
strip of fabric forming part of garment. 3 loop 
for grasping to steady oneself in moving vehicle. 
overb (-pp-) 1 (often + down, up, etc.) secure or 
bind with strap. 2 beat with strap. o straphanger 
colloquial standing passenger in bus or train. 
strap-hang verb. o strapless adjective. 


u noun 4 band, belt, strop, thong, webbing. © verb 
1 see FASTEN 1. 


strapping adjective large and sturdy. 
strata plural of STRATUM. 


USAGE It is a mistake to use the plural form 
strata when only one stratum is meant. 


stratagem /'strætədzəm/ noun 1 cunning plan 
or scheme. 2 trickery. 

u 1 artifice, device, dodge, manoeuvre, plan, ploy, 

ruse, scheme, subterfuge, tactic, trick. 


strategic /stra'ti:d31k/ adjective 1 of or promot- 
ing strategy. 2 (of materials) essential in war. 
3 (of bombing or weapons) done or for use as 
longer-term military policy. o strategically 
adverb. 


| m 1 calculated, deliberate, politic, tactical. 


strategy /'stretid31/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
long-term plan or policy. 2 art of war. 3 art of 
moving troops, ships, aircraft, etc. into favour- 
able positions. o strategist noun. 

m 1 approach, design, manoeuvre, method, plan, 

plot, policy, procedure, programme, scenario, 

scheme, tactics. 


stratify /'strætıfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) (esp. as 
stratified adjective) arrange in strata, grades, etc. 
o stratification noun. 


stratosphere /‘strztasfie/ noun layer of atmo- 
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sphere above troposphere, extending to about 50 
km from earth’s surface. 


stratum /‘stra:tam/ noun (plural strata) 1 layer 
or set of layers of any deposited substance, esp. 
of rock. 2 atmospheric layer. 3 social class. 


| u 1 layer, seam, thickness, vein. 


straw noun 1 dry cut stalks of grain. 2 single 
stalk of straw. 3 thin tube for sucking drink 
through. 4 insignificant thing. 5 pale yellow 
colour. clutch at straws try any remedy in des- 
peration. straw vote, poll unofficial ballot as test 
of opinion. 


| 1 stalks, stubble. - 


strawberry /'stro:bərr/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
pulpy red fruit having surface studded with 
yellow seeds. 2 plant bearing this. o strawberry 
mark reddish birthmark. 


stray verb 1 wander from the right place, from 
one’s companions, etc.; go astray. 2 deviate. 
o noun strayed animal or person. © adjective 1 
strayed, lost. 2 isolated, occasional. 
m verb 1 get lost, get separated, go astray, 
meander, ramble, range, roam, rove, straggle, 
wander. 2 deviate, digress, diverge, drift, get off the 
subject, go off at a tangent, veer. © adjective 1 
abandoned, homeléss, lost, roaming, roving, 
wandering. 2 accidental, casual, chance, 
haphazard, isolated, lone, occasional, odd, 
random, single. 


streakzoun1 long thin usually irregular line or 
band, esp. of colour. 2 strain or trait in person’s 
character. 3 spell, period. © verb 1 mark with 
streaks. 2 move very rapidly. 3 colloquial run 
naked in public. 
a noun 1 band, bar, dash, line, mark, score, smear, 
stain, striation, strip, stripe, stroke, vein. 2 
component, element, strain, touch, trace. 3 period, 
run, series, spate, spell, stretch, time. © verb 1 
smear, smudge, stain. 2 dart, dash, flash, fly, 
gallop, hurtle, rush, colloquial scoot, speed, 
sprint, colloquial tear, whip, zoom. 


streaky adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 marked with 
streaks. 2 (of bacon) with streaks of fat. 


1 barred, lined, smeary, smudged, streaked, 
striated, stripy, veined. 


stream noun 1 body ofrunning water, esp. small 
river. 2 current, flow. 3 group of schoolchildren 
of similar ability taught together. © verb 1 move 
as stream. 2 run with liquid. 3 be blown in wind. 
4 emit stream of (blood etc.). 5 arrange 
(schoolchildren) in streams. oon stream in 
operation or production. 
m noun 1 beck, brook, Scottish burn, channel, 
freshet, rill, river, rivulet, watercourse. 2 cascade, 
cataract, current, deluge, effluence, flood, flow, 
fountain, gush, jet, outpouring, rush, spate, spurt, 
surge, tide, torrent. © verb 1 cascade, course, 
deluge, flood, flow, gush, issue, pour, run, spill, 
spout, spurt, squirt, surge, well. 


streamer noun 1 long narrow strip of ribbon or 
paper. 2 long narrow flag. 
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| a2 kanner, flag, pennant, pennon. 


streamline verb (-ning) (often as streamlined 
adjective) 4 give (vehicle etc.) form which pre- 
sents least resistance to motion. 2 make simple 
or more efficient. 


a (streamlined) 1 aerodynamic, elegant, 
graceful, sleek, smooth. 2 see EFFICIENT 1. 


street noun 1 road in city, town, or village. 2 
this with buildings on each side. o onthe streets 
living by prostitution. streetcar US tram. street 
credibility, cred slang acceptability within fash- 
ionable urban subculture. street: light. (also 
street lamp) light or lamp for illuminating road 
etc. streetwalker prostitute seeking customers 
in street. streetwise knowing how to survive 
modern urban life. 


| m avenue, road, roadway, terrace. 


strength noun 1 being strong; degree or 
manner of this. 2 person or thing givingstrength. 
3 number of people present or available. o from 
strength to strength with ever-increasing 
success. on the strength of on basis of. 
a 1 backbone, brawn, capacity, commitment, 
condition, courage, determination, energy, 
firmness, fitness, force, colloquial grit, health, 
might, muscle, perseverance, persistence, power, 
resilience, resolution, resolve, robustness, sinew, 
spirit, stamina, stoutness, sturdiness, tenacity, 
toughness, vigour. 


strengthen verb make or become stronger. 

‘| m back up, bolster, boost, brace, build up, 
buttress, consolidate, corroborate, encourage, 
enhance, fortify, harden, hearten, increase, justify, 
prop up, reinforce, stiffen, substantiate, support, 
tone up, toughen, 


strenuous /'strenjuas/ adjective 1 using or 
requiring great effort. 2 energetic. o strenu- 
ously adverb. 
a 1 arduous, back-breaking, burdensome, 
demanding, difficult, exhausting, gruelling, hard, 
Herculean, laborious, punishing, stiff, taxing, 
tough, uphill. 2 active, committed, determined, 
dogged, dynamic, eager, energetic, indefatigable, 
pertinacious, resolute, spirited, strong, tenacious, 
tireless, unremitting, vigorous, zealous. 


streptococcus /strepta'kokes/ noun (plural 
-cocci /-kar/) bacterium causing serious infec- 
tions. o streptococcal adjective. 


streptomycin /strepteu'maism/ noun anti- 
biotic effective against many disease-producing 
bacteria. 
stress noun 1 pressure, tension. 2 quantity 
measuring this. 3 physical or mental strain. 4 
emphasis. @verb 1 emphasize. 2 subject to 
stress. 
m noun 1 pressure, strain, tension. 3 anxiety, - 
difficulty, distress, hardship, pressure, strain, 
tenseness, tension, trauma, worry. 4 accent, 
accentuation, beat, emphasis, importance, 
significance, underlining, urgency, weight. @ verb 
1 accent, accentuate, assert, draw attention to, 
emphasize, feature, highlight, insist on, mark, 


streamline | stride 


repeat, Spotlight, underline, underscore. 2 burden, 
distress, overstretch, pressure, pressurize, push 
to the limit, tax, weigh down. 


stressful adjective causing stress. 
@ anxious, difficult, taxing, tense, tiring, traumatic, 
worrying. 


stretch verb 1 draw, be drawn, or be able to be 
drawn out in length or size. 2 make or become 
taut. 3 place or lie at full length or spread out. 
4 extend limbs and tighten muscles after being 
relaxed. 5 have specified length or extension, 
extend. 6 strain or exert extremely. 7 exaggerate. 
© noun 1 continuous extent, expanse, or period. 
2 stretching, being stretched. 3 colloquial period 
of imprisonment, service, etc. o at a stretch in 
one period. stretch a point agree to something 
not normally allowed. stretch one’s legs exer- 
cise oneself by walking. stretch out 1 extend 
(limb etc.). 2 last; prolong. o stretchable adjec- 
tive. stretchy adjective (-ier, -iest). 
m verb 1 broaden, crane (one’s neck), dilate, 
distend, draw out, elongate, enlarge, expand, 
extend, flatten out, inflate, lengthen, open out, pull 
out, spread out, swell, widen. 2 tauten, tighten. 5 
be unbroken, continue, disappear, extend, go, 
reach out, spread. 6 overextend, overtax, push to 
the limit, strain, tax. @ noun 1 of country area, 
distance, expanse, length, span, spread, sweep, 
tract; of time period, spell, stint, term, time. 3 spell, 
stint, term, time. 


stretcher noun 1 two poles with canvas etc. 
between for carrying person in lying position. 2 
brick etc. laid along face of wall. 
strew /stru:/ verb (past participle strewn or 
strewed) 1 scatter over surface. 2 (usually + 
with) spread (surface) with scattered things. 
m disperse, distribute, litter, scatter, spread, 
sprinkle. à 


*strewth = 'STRUTH. - 


striated /strarertid/ adjective marked with 
slight ridges or furrows. o striatien noun. 
stricken /'striken/ archaic past participle of 
STRIKE. @ adjective affected or overcome (with 
illness, misfortune, etc.). 
strict adjective 1 precisely limited or defined; 
without deviation. 2 requiring complete obedi- 
ence or exact performance. o strictly adverb. 
strictness noun. 
u 1 absolute, accurate, binding, complete, correct, 
defined, exact, hard and fast, inflexible, invariable, 
meticulous, perfect, precise, right, rigid, 
scrupulous, stringent, tight, unchangeable. 2 
austere, authoritarian, autocratic, firm, harsh, 
merciless, no-nonsense, rigorous, severe, stern, 
stringent, tyrannical, uncompromising. 


stricture /‘strikt{a/ noun (usually in plural; 
often + on, upon) critical or censorious remark. 

stride verb (-ding; past strode; past participle 
stridden /'strid(a)n/) 1 walk with long firm steps. 
2 cross with one step. 3 bestride. @ noun 1 single 
long step. 2 length of this. 3 gait as determined 
by length of stride. 4 (usually in plural) progress. 


strident | striped 


a take in one’s stride manage easily. 


m verb 1 see WALK verb 1-5. © noun 1, 2 pace, 
| step. 


strident /‘straid(s)nt/ adjective loud and harsh. 
ostridency noun. stridently adverb. 
m clamorous, discordant, grating, harsh, jarring, 
loud, noisy, raucous, screeching, shrill, 
unmusical. 


strife noun conflict, struggle. 
m animosity, arguing, bickering, competition, 
conflict, discord, disharmony, dissension, enmity, 
fighting, friction, hostility, quarrelling, rivalry, 
unfriendliness. 


strike verb (-king; past struck; past participle 
struck or archaic stricken) 1 deliver (blow). 2 
inflict blow on. 3 come or bring sharply into 
contact with. 4 propel or divert with blow. 5 
(cause to) penetrate. 6 ignite (match) or produce 
(sparks etc.) by rubbing. 7 make (coin) by stamp- 
ing. 8 produce (musical note) by striking. 9 (of 
clock) indicate (time) with chime etc. 10 (of time) 
be so indicated. 11 attack suddenly. 12 (of 
disease) afflict. 13 cause to become suddenly. 14 
reach, achieve. 15 agree on (bargain). 16 assume 
(attitude). 17 find (oil etc.) by drilling. 18 come 
to attention of or appear to. 19 (of employees) 
engage in strike. 20 lower or take down (flag, 
tent, etc.). 21 take specified direction. © noun 1 
act of striking. 2 employees’ organized refusal 
to work until grievance is remedied. 3 similar 
refusal to participate. 4 sudden find or success. 
5 attack, esp. from air. o on strike taking part 
in industrial etc. strike. strikebreaker person 
working or employed in place of strikers. strike 
home deal effective blow. strike off 1 remove 
with stroke. 2 delete. strike out 1 hit out. 2 
act vigorously. 3 delete. strike up 1 start 
(acquaintance, conversation, etc.), esp. casually. 
2 begin playing (tune etc.). 
n verb 1,2 beat, hammer, hit, knock, rap, smack, 
thump, colloquial whack. 3 bang against, bang 
into, collide with, hit, knock into, run into, smash 
into. 4 drive, hit, impel, propel, colloquial swipe. 6 
ignite, light. 9 chime, ring, sound. 11 affect, afflict, 
assail, attack, beset, hit. 18 dawn on, hit, impress, 
occur to. 19 come out, colloquial down tools, stop 
work, take industrial action, walk out, withdraw 
labour, work to rule. 20 dismantle, lower, pull down, 
remove, take down. © noun 2 industrial action, 
stoppage, walk-out. 5 assault, attack, 
bombardment. 


striker noun 1 employee on strike. 2 Football 
attacking player positioned forward. 
striking adjective impressive; noticeable. 
O strikingly adverb. 
n affecting, amazing, arresting, conspicuous, 
distinctive, extraordinary, glaring, imposing, 
impressive, memorable, noticeable, obvious, out 
of the ordinary, outstanding, prominent, showy, 
colloquial stunning, telling, unmistakable, 
unusual. 


String noun 1 twine, narrow cord. 2 length of 
this or similar material used for tying, holding 
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together, pulling, forming head of racket, etc. 3 
piece of catgut, wire, etc. on musical instrument, 
producing note by vibration. 4 (in plural) 
stringed instruments in orchestra etc. 5 (in 
plural) condition or complication attached to 
offer etc. 6 set of things strung together. 7 tough 
side of bean-pod etc. @ verb (past & past parti- 
ciple strung) 1 fit with string(s). 2 thread on 
string. 3 arrange in or as string. 4 remove strings 
from (bean-pod etc.). o string along colloquial 4 
deceive. 2 (often + with) keep company (with), 
string-course raised horizontal band of bricks 
etc. on building. string up 1 hang up on strings 
etc. 2 kill by hanging. 3 (usually as strung up 
adjective) make tense. 

a noun 1 cable, cord, fibre, line, rope, twine. 6 
chain, file, line, procession, progression, queue, 
row, sequence, Series, stream, succession, train. 
@ verb 3 connect, join, line up, link. 


stringed adjective (of musical instrument) 
having strings. 

stringent /'strmd3(2)nt/ adjective (of rules etc.) 
strict, precise. o stringency noun. stringently 
adverb. 


stringer noun 1 longitudinal structural 
member in framework, esp. of ship or aircraft. 2 
colloquial freelance newspaper correspondent. 


stringy adjective (-ier, -iest) like string; fibrous. 


| u chewy, fibrous, gristly, sinewy, tough. 


strip’ verb (-pp-) 1 (often + of ) remove clothes or 
covering from; undress. 2 (often + off) undress 
oneself. 3 (often + of ) deprive (person) of prop- 
erty or titles. 4 leave bare. 5 (often + down) 
remove accessory fittings of or take apart 
(machine etc.). 6 remove old paint etc. from 
(surface) with solvent. 7 damage thread of 
(screw) or teeth of (gearwheel). © noun 1 act of 
stripping, esp. in striptease. 2 colloquial distinct- 
ive outfit worn by sports team. o strip club club 
where striptease is performed. striptease enter- 
tainment in which performer slowly and erotic- 
ally undresses. 
u verb 1, 4 bare, clear, defoliate, denude, literary 
disrobe, divest, esp. literary doff, excoriate, expose, 
flay, lay bare, peel, skin, uncover, undress. 2 bare 
oneself, literary disrobe, divest oneself, expose 
oneself, get undressed, colloquial peel off, uncover 
oneself, undress. 5 (strip down) see DISMANTLE 1. 


strip? noun long narrow piece. o strip cartoon 
comic strip. strip light tubular fluorescent lamp. 
tear (person) off a strip colloquial rebuke. 

u band, belt, fillet, lath, line, ribbon, shred, slat, 

sliver, stripe, swath. 


stripe noun 1 long narrow band or strip dif 
fering in colour or texture from surface on either 
side of it. 2 Military chevron etc. denoting mili- 
tary rank. o stripy adjective (-ier, -iest). 

@ 1 band, bar, chevron, line, ribbon, streak, 

Striation, strip, stroke, swath. 


striped adjective having stripes. 


|_= banded, barred, lined, streaky, striated, stripy. 
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stripling /‘striplm/ noun youth not yet fully 
grown. 


stripper noun 1 device or solvent for removing 
paint etc. 2 performer of striptease. 


strive verb (-ving; past strove /strevv/; past par- 
ticiple striven /'striv(e)n/) 1 try hard. 2 (often + 
with, against) struggle. 


a 1 attempt, do one’s best, endeavour, make an 
effort, strain, struggle, try. 2 see FIGHT verb 133. 


strobe noun colloquial stroboscope. 


stroboscope /'straubaskaup/ noun lamp pro- 
ducing regular intermittent flashes. u strobo- 
scopic /-'skop-/ adjective. 

strode past of STRIDE. 


stroke noun 1 actofstriking. 2 sudden disabling 
attack caused esp. by thrombosis. 3 action or 
movement, esp. as one of series or in game etc. 4 
slightest action. 5 single complete action of 
moving wing, oar, etc. 6 whole motion of piston 
either way. 7 mode of moving limbs in swim- 
ming. 8 single mark made by pen, paint brush, 
etc. 9 detail contributing to general effect. 10 
sound of striking clock. 11 oarsman nearest 
stern, who sets time of stroke. 12 act or spell of 
stroking. © verb (-king) 1 pass hand gently along 
surface of (hair, fur, etc.). 2 act as stroke of (boat, 
crew). o at a stroke by a single action. on the 
stroke of punctually at. stroke of (good) luck 
unexpected fortunate event. 
a noun 1 blow, hit, knock, colloquial swipe, 
colloquial whack. 2 apoplexy, attack, embolism, 
fit, seizure, spasm, thrombosis. 3 action, move, 
movement. 8 flourish, gesture, line, mark, 
movement, sweep. © verb 1 caress, fondle, 
massage, pass one's hand over, pat, pet, rub, 
soothe, touch. 


Stroll /streul/ verb walk in leisurely fashion. 
© noun leisurely walk. o strolling players histor- 
ical actors etc. going from place to place per- 
forming. 


E verb & noun amble, meander, saunter, walk, 
wander. 


Strong adjective (stronger /‘stronga/, strongest 
/-gist/) 1 physically powerful; vigorous, robust: 
performed with muscular strength. 2 difficult to 
damage, capture, overcome, escape from, etc. 3 
assertive; determined; steadfast. 4 (of suspicion, 
belief, etc.) firmly held; intensely felt. 5 power- 
fully affecting senses or mind etc. 6 (ofargument, 
evidence, etc.) convincing. 7 (of drink, solution, 
etc.) with large proportion of alcohol etc. 8 
powerful in numbers or equipment etc. 9 (of 
measure) drastic. 10 (of verb) forming 
inflections by vowel change in root syllable. 
© adverb strongly. n come on strong act force- 
fully. going strong colloquial thriving. strong- 
arm using force. strongbox strongly made 
box for valuables. stronghold 1 fortress. 2 centre 
of support for a cause etc. strong language 
Swearing. strong-minded determined. strong- 
room strongly built room for valuables. strong 
suit thing in which one excels. ostrongish 
adjective. strongly adverb. 


stripling | struggle 


m adjective 1 athletic, beefy, brawny, burly, fit, hale 
and hearty, hardy, hefty, husky, mighty, acute 
powerful, robust, sinewy, Stalwart, strapping, 
Sturdy, tough, vigorous, well built, wiry. 2 durable, 
hard, hard-wearing, heavy-duty, impregnable, 
indestructible, permanent, reinforced, resilient, 
robust, solid, sound, stout, substantial, thick, 
unbreakable, well made. 3 assertive, assiduous, 
committed, decisive, dependable, determined, 
dictatorial, doctrinaire, dogmatic, domineering, 
dynamic, energetic, fearless, forceful, formidable, 
independent, obstinate, positive, reliable, 

resolute, stalwart, steadfast, stout, 

Strong-minded, strong-willed, stubborn, 
tenacious, tyrannical, unswerving, unwavering, 
vigorous. 4 deep-rooted, deep-seated, earnest, 
enthusiastic, fervent, fierce, firm, genuine, intense, 
keen, loyal, passionate, rabid, sedulous, staunch, 
true, vehement, zealous. 5 (strong colour, light) 
bright, brilliant, clear, dazzling, garish, glaring, 
vivid; (strong taste, smell) concentrated, 
highly-flavoured, hot, intense, noticeable, 
obvious, overpowering, prominent, pronounced, 
pungent, sharp, spicy, unmistakable. 6 clear-cut, 
cogent, compelling, convincing, evident, forceful, 
influential, persuasive, plain, solid, telling, 
undisputed. 7 alcoholic, concentrated, 
intoxicating, potent, undiluted. 8 formidable, 
invincible, large, numerous, powerful, 
unconquerable, well armed, well equipped, well 
trained. 9 aggressive, Draconian, drastic, extreme, 
harsh, high-handed, ruthless, severe, tough, 
unflinching, violent. a stronghold 1 bastion, 
bulwark, castle, citadel, fastness, fort, fortification, 
fortress, garrison. 


strontium /'strontrom/ noun soft silver-white 
metallic element. a strontium-90 radioactive 
isotope of this. 

strop noun 1 device, esp. strip of leather, for 
sharpening razors. 2 colloquial bad temper. ` 
@ verb (-pp-) sharpen on or with strop. 

stroppy /'stropı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 
bad-tempered; awkward to deal with. 

strove past of STRIVE. 

struck past & past participle of STRIKE. 

structuralism noun doctrine that structure 
rather than function is important. o structural- 
ist noun & adjective. 

structure /‘straktfa/ noun 1 constructed unit, 
esp. building. 2 way in which thing is con- 
structed. 3 framework. © verb (-ring) give struc- 
ture to; organize. ostructural adjective. 
structurally adverb. 

m noun 1 building, complex, construction, edifice, 

erection, pile, superstructure. 2 arrangement, 

composition, configuration, constitution, design, 

fabric, form, formation, make-up, order, 

organization, plan, shape, system. 3 see 

FRAMEWORK 1-2. @ verb arrange, build, construct, 

design, form, frame, organize, shape, systematize. 


strudel /'stru:d(ə)l/ noun thin leaved pastry 
filled esp. with apple and baked. 

struggle /‘strag(e)l/ verb (-ling) 1 violently try 
to get free. 2 (often + for, todo) make great efforts 


strum | stuff 


under difficulties. 3 (+ with, against) fight 
against. 4 (+ along, up, etc.) make one’s way with 
difficulty. 5 (esp. as struggling adjective) have 
difficulty in getting recognition or a living. 
enoun 1 act or period of struggling; vigorous 
effort. 2 hard or confused contest. 

a verb 1 squirm, strain, wriggle, writhe. 2 

endeavour, exert oneself, labour, make an effort, 

strain, strive, toil, try, work hard, wrestle. 3 see 

FIGHT Verb 1;3. 4 flounder, scramble, stumble. 

© noun 1 challenge, effort, endeavour, exertion, 

labour. 


strum verb (-mm-) (often + on) play on (stringed 
or keyboard instrument), esp. carelessly or 
unskilfully. © noun strumming sound. 


strumpet /‘strampit/ noun archaic prostitute. 
strung past & past participle of stRING. 


strut oun 1 bar in framework toresist pressure. 
2 strutting gait. overb (-tt-) 1 walk in stiff 
pompous way. 2 brace with strut(s). 


"struth /stru:6/ interjection (also ’strewth) collo- 
quial: exclamation of surprise. 


strychnine /‘strikni:n/ noun highly poisonous 
alkaloid. 


stub noun 1 remnant of pencil, cigarette, etc. 2 
stump. 3 counterfoil of cheque, receipt, etc. 
@ verb (-bb-) 1 strike (one’s toe) against some- 
thing. 2 (usually + owt) extinguish (cigarette etc.) 
by pressing lighted end against something. 


m noun 1, 2 butt, end, remains, remnant, stump. 
| @ verb 1 see HIT verb 1. 
stubble /'stab(ə)l/ noun 1 cut stalks of corn etc. 
left in ground after harvest. 2 short stiff hair or 


bristles, esp. on unshaven face. o stubbly adjec- 
tive. 


a 1 stalks, straw. 2 beard, bristles, five o'clock 
shadow, hair, roughness. 0 stubbly bristly, 
prickly, rough, unshaven. 


stubborn /'staban/ adjective obstinate; inflex- 
ible. o stubbornly adverb. stubbornness noun. 
a defiant, determined, difficult, disobedient, 
dogged, dogmatic, headstrong, inflexible, 
intractable, intransigent, mulish, obdurate, 
obstinate, opinionated, persistent, pertinacious, 
pig-headed, recalcitrant, refractory, rigid, 
self-willed, tenacious, uncompromising, 
uncontrollable, uncooperative, unmanageable, 
unreasonable, unyielding, wayward, wilful. 


stubby adjective (-ier, -iest) short and thick. 


stucco /'stakau/ noun (plural -es) plaster or 
cement for coating walls or moulding into archi- 
tectural decorations. © verb (-es, -ed) coat with 
stucco. 


stuck past & past participle of sick. © adjective 

1 not able to move. 2 baffled. o get stuck into 
slang start in earnest. stuck for at a loss 
for; needing. stuck-up colloquial conceited, 
snobbish. stuck with colloquial unable to get 
rid of. 
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a adjective 1 bogged down, cemented, fast, 
fastened, firm, fixed, glued, immovable. 2 baffled, 
beaten, held up, stumped, stymied. O stuck-up 
arrogant, colloquial big-headed, bumptious, 
colloquial cocky, conceited, condescending, 
colloquial high and mighty, patronizing, proud, 
self-important, snobbish, colloquial snooty, 
supercilious, colloquial toffee-nosed. 


stud’ noun 1 large projecting nail, knob, etc. as 
surface ornament. 2 double button, esp. for use 
in shirt-front. © verb (-dd-) 1 set with studs. 2 (as 
studded adjective) (+ with) thickly set or strewn 
with. 

stud? noun 1 number of horses kept for breeding 
etc. 2 place where these are kept. 3 stallion. o at 
stud (of stallion) hired out for breeding. 
stud-book book giving pedigrees of horses. 
stud-farm place where horses are bred. stud 
poker poker with betting after dealing of cards 
face up. ; 

student /‘stju:d(e)nt/ noun person who is study- 
ing, esp. at place of higher or further education. 
o studentship noun. 

a apprentice, disciple, learner, postgraduate, 

pupil, scholar, schoolchild, trainee, 

undergraduate. 


studio /‘stju:diau/ noun (plural -s) 1 workroom 
of sculptor, painter, photographer, etc. 2 place 
for making films, recordings, or broadcasts. 
o studio couch couch that can be converted into 
a bed; studio flat one-roomed flat. 

studious /'stju:dies/ adjective 1 diligentin study 
or reading. 2 painstaking. o studiously adverb. 

u 1 academic, assiduous, attentive, bookish, 

brainy, diligent, earnest, hard-working, 

intellectual, scholarly, thoughtful. 


study /'stadi/ noun (plural:-ies) 1 acquiring 
knowledge, esp. from books. 2 (in plural) pursuit 
of academic knowledge. 3 private room for 
reading, writing, etc. 4 piece of work, esp. in 
painting, done as exercise or preliminary experi- 
ment. 5 portrayal, esp. in literature, ofcharacter, 
behaviour, etc. 6 Music composition designed to 
develop player’s skill. 7'thing worth observing. 
8 thing that is or deserves to be investigated. 
© verb (-ies, -led) 1 make study of. 2 scrutinize. 
3 devote time and thought to understanding 
subject etc. or achieving desired result. 4 (as 
studied adjective) deliberate; affected. 
m verb 1, 2 analyse, consider, contemplate, 
enquire into, examine, give attention to, 
investigate, learn about, look at, peruse, ponder, 
pore over, read, research, scrutinize, survey, think 
about, weigh. 3 cram, learn, slang mug up, read, 
colloquial swot, work. 4 (studied) calculated, 
conscious, contrived, deliberate, intentional, 
planned, premeditated. 


stuff noun 1 material; fabric. 2 substance oF 
things not needing to be specified. 3 particulat 
knowledge or activity. 4 woollen fabric. 5 non 
sense. 6 (the stuff) colloquial supply, eSP- O 
drink or drugs. © verb 1 pack (receptacle) tightly. 
2 (+ in, into) force or cram (thing). 3 fill out s 
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to restore original shape of (bird, animal, etc.), 4 
fill (bird, piece of meat, etc.) with mixture, esp. 
before cooking. 5 (also stuff oneself) eat greed- 
ily. 6 push, esp. hastily or clumsily. 7 (usually 
in passive, + up) block up (nose etc.). 8 slang 
derogatory dispose of. o get stuffed slang go 
away; get lost. stuff and nonsense something 
ridiculous or incredible. 
m noun 1 components, constituents, fabric, 
ingredients, material, matter, substance. 2 
accoutrements, articles, belongings, bits and 
pieces, slang clobber, effects, gear, impedimenta, 
junk, objects, paraphernalia, possessions, tackle, 
things. 4 cloth, fabric, material, textile. © verb 1, 3, 
4cram, fill, pack, pad. 2 compress, cram, crowd, 
force, jam, pack, press, push, ram, shove, 
squeeze, stow, thrust, tuck. 6 push, shove, stick, 
thrust. 


stuffing noun 1 padding for cushions etc. 2 
mixture used to stuff food, esp. before cooking. 
a 1 filling, lining, padding, quilting, wadding. 2 
forcemeat. 


stuffy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 (of room etc.) 
lacking fresh air. 2 dull, uninteresting. 3 conven- 
tional, narrow-minded. 4 (ofnose etc.) stuffed up. 
UO stuffily adverb. stuffiness noun. 
a 1 airless, close, fetid, colloquial fuggy, fusty, 
heavy, muggy, musty, oppressive, stale, steamy, 
stifling, suffocating, sultry, unventilated, warm. 2, 
3 boring, conventional, dreary, dull, formal, 
humourless, narrow-minded, old-fashioned, 
pompous, prim, staid, stodgy, strait-laced, 
uninteresting. 


stultify /‘stalttfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) make ineffect- 
ive or useless, esp. by routine or from frustra- 
tion. o stultification noun. 


stumble /'stamb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 accidentally 
lurch forward or have partial fall. 2 (often + 
along) walk with repeated stumbles. 3 speak 
clumsily. 4 (+ on, upon, across) find by chance. 
© noun act of stumbling. o stumbling block cir- 
cumstance causing difficulty or hesitation. 
m verb 1, 2 blunder, falter, flounder, lurch, miss 
one’s footing, reel, slip, stagger, totter, trip, tumble. 
3 become tongue-tied, falter, hesitate, pause, 
stammer, stutter. 0 stumbling block bar, 
difficulty, hindrance, hurdle, impediment, obstacle, 
snag. 


stump noun 1 part of cut or fallen tree still in 

ground. 2 similar part (of branch, limb, tooth, 
etc.) cut off or worn down. 3 Cricket each of 3 
uprights of wicket. © verb 1 (of question etc.) be 
too difficult for; baffle. 2 (as stumped adjective) 
at a loss. 3 Cricket put batsman out by touching 
stumps with ball while batsman is out of the 
crease. 4 walk stiffly or clumsily and noisily. 5 
US traverse (district) making political speeches. 
o stump up colloquial produce or pay (money 
required). 

m verb 1 baffle, bewilder, confound, confuse, 

defeat, colloquial flummox, mystify, outwit, 

perplex, puzzle, stymie. 0 stump up see PAY 

verb 2. 


stuffing | stupid 


stumpy adjective (-ier, -iest) short and thick. 
o stumpiness noun. 


stun verb (-nn-) 1 knock senseless: 

bewilder, shock. Sas 
a1 daze, knock out, numb, stupefy. 2 amaze, 
astonish, astound, bewilder, confound, confuse, 
dumbfound, flabbergast, shock, stagger, stupefy. 


stung past & past participle of STING. 

stunk past & past participle of STNK. 

Senner noun colloquial stunning person or 
g. 


stunni ng adjective colloquial extremely attract- 
ive or impressive. o stunningly adverb. 


| E See BEAUTIFUL 1, STUPENDOUS. 


stunt" verb retard growth or development of. 
@ see CHECK verb 2. 


stunt? noun 1 something unusual done toattract 
attention. 2 trick; daring manoeuvre. a stunt 
man man employed to take actor’s place in per- 
forming dangerous stunts. 


| m exploit, feat, trick. 


stupefy /'stju:pifai/ verb (ies, -led) 1 make 
stupid or insensible. 2 astonish. o stupefaction 
noun. 


stupendous /stju:'‘pendas/ adjective 1 amazing. 
2 of vast size or importance. o stupendously 
adverb. 
u amazing, colossal, enormous, exceptional, 
extraordinary, huge, colloquial incredible, 
marvellous, miraculous, notable, phenomenal, 
prodigious, remarkable, colloquial sensational, 
singular, special, staggering, colloquial stunning, 
colloquial tremendous, unbelievable, wonderful. 


stupid /‘stju:pid/ adjective (-er, -est) 1 unintelli- 

gent, slow-witted. 2 typical of stupid person. 3 

uninteresting. 4 in state of stupor. oO stupidity 

|-pıd-/ noun (plural -ies). stupidly adverb. 
a 1 addled, asinine, slang barmy, slang 
boneheaded, bovine, brainless, colloquial 
clueless, crazy, colloquial cretinous, dense, 
colloquial dim, doltish, colloquial dopey, dull, 
colloquial dumb, empty-headed, feather-brained, 
feeble-minded, foolish, colloquial gormless, 
half-witted, idiotic, ignorant, imbecilic, ineducable, 
lacking, lumpish, colloquial moronic, naive, 
obtuse, scatterbrained, silly, simple, 
simple-minded, slow, colloquial slow on the 
uptake, slow-witted, subnormal, colloquial thick, 
colloquial thickheaded, unintelligent, 
unperceptive, witless. 2 absurd, slang barmy, 
crack-brained, crass, crazy, colloquial dumb, 
fatuous, feeble, foolish, futile, half-baked, 
hare-brained, idiotic, ill-advised, imbecilic, inane, 
irrational, irresponsible, laughable, ludicrous, 
lunatic, mad, mindless, nonsensical, pointless, 
puerile, rash, reckless, ridiculous, risible, 
senseless, silly, thoughtless, unjustifiable, 
unthinking, unwise, vacuous. 4 dazed, 
semi-conscious, stunned, stupefied. o stupidity 
absurdity, crassness, denseness, dullness, 
colloquial dumbness, fatuity, fatuousness, folly, 
foolishness, futility, idiocy, ignorance, imbecility, 


stupor | subdue 


inanity, lunacy, madness, mindlessness, naivety, 
pointlessness, recklessness, silliness, slowness, 
thoughtlessness. 


stupor /‘stju:pa/ noun 1 dazed or torpid state. 2 
utter amazement. 
m 1 coma, daze, inertia, insensibility, lassitude, 
lethargy, numbness, shock, torpor, trance, 
unconsciousness. 


sturdy /'sts:di/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 robust; 
strongly built. 2 vigorous. usturdily adverb. 
sturdiness noun. 
a 1 athletic, brawny, burly, durable, hardy, healthy, 
hefty, husky, muscular, powerful, robust, solid, 
sound, stalwart, stocky, strapping, strong, 
substantial, tough, vigorous, well built, well made. 
2 determined, firm, indomitable, resolute, staunch, 
steadfast, strong, uncompromising, vigorous. 


sturgeon /'sts:d5(a)n/ noun (plural same or -s) 
large edible fish yielding caviar. 
stutter /'stata/ verb & noun stammer. 


u verb stammer, stumble. 


sty' /stai/ noun (plural sties) 1 enclosure for 
pigs. 2 filthy room or dwelling. 


sty’ /star/ noun (also stye) (plural sties or styes) 
inflamed swelling on edge of eyelid. 

Stygian /'stidsren/ adjective literary murky, 
gloomy. 

style /starl/ noun 1 kind or sort, esp. in regard to 
appearance and form (of person, house, etc.). 2 
manner of writing, speaking, etc. 3 distinctive 
manner of person, artistic school, or period. 4 
correct way of designating person or thing. 5 
superior quality or manner; elegance. 6 fashion 
in dress etc. 7 implement for scratching or 
engraving. 8 part of flower supporting stigma. 
© verb (-ling) 1 design or make etc. in particular 
Style. 2 designate in specified way. 

m noun 1 see FORM noun 3, KIND noun 2.2 

language, mode, phraseology, phrasing, register, 

sentence structure, tenor, tone, wording. 3 

approach, character, custom, habit, idiosyncrasy, 

manner, method, way. 5 chic, dash, elegance, flair, 

flamboyance, panache, polish, refinement, 

smartness, sophistication, stylishness, taste. 6 

cut, design, fashion, look, mode, pattern, shape, 

tailoring, type, vogue. 


Stylish adjective fashionable, elegant. o styl- 
ishly adverb. stylishness noun. 

u à la mode, chic, colloquial classy, 

contemporary, dapper, elegant, fashionable, 

modern, modish, colloquial natty, colloquial posh, 

smart, slang snazzy, sophisticated, colloquial 

often derogatory trendy, up to date. 


stylist /'stailıst/ noun 1 designer of fashionable 
styles. 2 hairdresser. 3 stylish writer or per- 
former. 

stylistic /star'listik/ adjective of literary or art- 
istic style. a stylistically adverb. 

stylized /'stalarzd/ adjective (also -ised) 
painted, drawn, etc. in conventional non- 
realistic style. 
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stylus /'staləs/ noun (plural -luses) 4 
needle-like point for producing or following 
groove in gramophone record. 2 ancient pointed 
writing implement. 


stymie /'stamı/ (also stimy) noun (plural -ies) 
1 Golf situation where opponent’s ball lies 
between one’s ball and the hole. 2 difficult situ- 
ation. © verb (stymying or stymieing) obstruct, 
thwart. 


styptic /'strpttk/ adjective serving to check 
bleeding. @ noun styptic substance. 


styrene /'staari:n/ noun liquid hydrocarbon 
used in making plastics etc. 


suave /swa:v/ adjective smooth; polite; sophis- 
ticated. o suavely adverb. suavity noun. 


sub colloquial noun 1 submarine. 2 subscription. 
3 substitute. 4 sub-editor. © verb (-bb-) 1 (usually 
+ for) act as substitute. 2 lend or advance (sum) 
to (person) against expected income. 3 sub-edit. 


sub- prefix 1 at, to, or from lower position. 2 sec- 
ondary or inferior position. 3 nearly; more or 
less. 


subaltern /'sabəlt(ə)n/ noun Military officer 
below rank of captain, esp. second lieutenant. 


sub-aqua /sab'ækwə/ adjective (of sport etc.) 
taking place under water. 


subaquatic /saba'kwetik/ adjective 1 of 
aquatic habits or kind. 2 underwater. 


subatomic /saba'tomik/ adjective occurring in, 
or smaller than, an atom. 


subcommittee noun committee formed from 
main committee for special purpose. 


subconscious /sab'konfəs/ adjective of part of 
mind that is not fully conscious but influences 
actions etc. © noun this part of the mind. o sub- 
consciously adverb. 

m adjective deep-rooted, hidden, inner, intuitive, 

latent, repressed, subliminal, suppressed, 

unacknowledged, unconscious. 


subcontinent /‘sabkontmant/ noun large land 
mass, smaller than continent. 


subcontract verb /sabkən'trækt/ 1 employ 
another contractor to do (work) as part of larger 
project. 2 make or carry out subcontract. © noun 
/sab‘kontreekt/ secondary contract. o subcon- 
tractor /-'træktə/ moun. 


subculture /'sabkaltfə/ noun social group or 
its culture within a larger culture. 


subcutaneous § /sabkju:'temras/ adjective 
under the skin. 


subdivide /sabdr'vaid/ verb (-ding) divide again 
after first division. o subdivision /‘sabdrv13(2)n/ 
noun. 


subdue /səb'dju:/ verb (-dues, -dued, -duing) 1 
conquer, suppress; tame. 2 (as subdued 
adjective) softened, lacking in intensity. 3 (as 
subdued adjective) (of person) quiet, restrained. 
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m 1 check, curb, hold back, keep under, moderate 
quieten, repress, restrain, subjugate, suppress, : 
tame, temper. 2 (subdued) calm, hushed, low, 
mellow, muted, peaceful, placid, quiet, soft, 
soothing, toned down, tranquil, unobtrusive. 3 
(subdued) chastened, crestfallen, depressed, 
downcast, grave, quiet, reflective, repressed, 
restrained, sad, serious, silent, sober, solemn, 
thoughtful. 


sub-editor /sab'edita/ noun 1 assistant editor. 
2 person who prepares material for printing. 
a sub-edit verb (-t-). 


subheading /'sabhedm/ noun subordinate 
heading or title. 


subhuman /sab‘hju:man/ adjective (of behav- 
iour, intelligence, etc.) less than human. 


subject noun /'sabd3ikt/ 1 theme of discussion, 
description, or representation. 2 (+ for) person, 
circumstance, etc. giving rise to specified 
feeling, action, etc. 3 branch of study. 4 word 
or phrase representing person or thing carrying 
out action of verb (see panel). 5 person other than 
monarch living under government. 6 Philosophy 
thinking or feeling entity; conscious self. 7 Music 
theme; leading motif. © adjective /'sabd3tkt/ 1 (+ 
to) liable or exposed to. 2 (+ #0) conditional on. 
3 owing obedience to government etc. © adverb 
I'sabd3tkt/ (+ to) conditionally on. overb 
/sab'dgekt/ 1 (+ to) make liable or expose to. 2 
(usually + to) subdue (person, nation, etc.) to 
superior will. o subject matter subject or theme 
of book, speech, etc; matter treated in lawsuit etc. 
o subjection noun. 
u noun 1 affair, business, issue, matter, point, 
proposition, question, theme, thesis, topic. 3 area, 
branch of knowledge, course, discipline, field. 5 
citizen, national, passport-holder, taxpayer, voter. 
© adjective 1 (subject to) exposed to, liable to, 
prone to, susceptible to, vulnerable to. 2 (subject 
to) conditional on, contingent on, dependent on. 3 
captive, dependent, enslaved, oppressed, ruled, 
subjugated. © verb 1 (subject to) expose to, lay 
open to, submit to. 2 see SUBJUGATE. 


subjective /sab'djektrv/ adjective 1 (of art, 
written history, opinion, etc.) not impartial or 
literal. 2 esp. Philosophy of individual con- 
sciousness or perception; imaginary, partial, dis- 
torted. 3 Grammar of the subject. o subjectively 
adverb. subjectivity /sabd3ek'tiv-/ noun. 


sub-editor | subliminal 


81,2 biased, emotional, gut, idiosyncratic, 
Individual, intuitive, partial, personal, prejudiced, 
self-centred. 


subjoin /sab'dgom/ verb add (illustration, anec- 
dote, etc.) at the end. 

Sub judice [sab ‘d3u:dist/ adjective Law under 
judicial consideration and therefore prohibited 
from public discussion. [Latin] z 

subjugate ['sabd3ugert/ verb (-ting) conquer; 
bring into subjection. o subjugation noun. sub- 
jugator noun. 

m beat, conquer, control, crush, defeat, dominate, 

enslave, enthral, get the better of, master, 

Oppress, overcome, overpower, overrun, put 

down, quash, quell, subdue, subject, tame, 

triumph over, literary vanquish. 


subjunctive /sab'dsanktrv/ Grammar adjective 
(of mood) expressing wish, supposition, or pos- 
sibility. @ noun subjunctive mood or form. 

sublease noun /'sabli:s/ lease granted by 
tenant to subtenant. @ verb /sab'li:s/ (-sing) lease 
to subtenant. 

sublet /sab'let/ verb (-tt-; past & past participle 
-let) lease to subtenant. 

sub-lieutenant /sableftenant/ noun officer 
ranking next below lieutenant. 


sublimate verb /'sablimert/ (-ting) 1 divert 
energy of (primitive impulse etc.) into socially 
more acceptable activity. 2 sublime (substance). 
3 refine, purify. @ noun /'sablimet/ sublimated 
substance. o sublimation noun. 


m verb 1 channel, convert, divert, redirect. 3 
idealize, purify, refine. 


sublime /sa'blam/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 of most 
exalted kind. 2 awe-inspiring. 3 arrogantly 
undisturbed. @verb (-ming) 1 convert (sub- 
stance) from solid into vapour by heat (and us- 
ually allow to solidify again). 2 make sublime. 3 
become pure (as if) by sublimation. o sublimely 
adverb. sublimity /-lrm-/ noun. 

m adjective 1 ecstatic, elated, elevated, exalted, 

great, heavenly, high, high-minded, lofty, noble, 

spiritual, transcendent. 


subliminal /səb'lımm(ə)l/ adjective 1 Psych- 
ology below threshold of sensation or con- 
sciousness. 2 too faint or rapid to be consciously 
perceived. o subliminally adverb. 


Subject 


The subject of a sentence is the person or thing that carries out the action of the verb and can be 
identified by asking the question ‘who or what’ before the verb, e.g. 


The goalkeeper made a stunning save. 


Hundreds of books are now available on CD-ROM. 


In a passive construction, 
action of the verb is done, e.g. 

I was hit by a ball. 

Has the programme been broadcast yet? 


the subject of the sentence is in fact the person or thing to which the 


sub-machine-gun | subside 


sub-machine-gun /sabme'fi:ngan/ noun 
hand-held lightweight machine-gun. 


submarine /sabmə'ri:n/ noun vessel, esp. 
armed warship, which can be submerged and 
navigated under water. @adjective existing, 
occurring, done, or used below surface of sea. 
o submariner /-'‘mzrma/ noun. 

submerge /sab'ms:d3/ verb (-ging) 1 place, go, 
or dive beneath water. 2 overwhelm with work, 
problems, etc. osubmergence noun. submer- 
sion noun. 

m 1 cover, dip, dive, drench, drown, dunk, engulf, 

flood, go down, go under, immerse, inundate, 

plummet, sink, soak, subside, swamp. 2 drown, 

flood, inundate, overwhelm, swamp. 


submersible /səb'mz:sıb(ə)l/ noun submarine 
operating under water for short periods. 
© adjective capable of submerging. 


submicroscopic /sabmatkre'skoprk/ adjec- 
tive too small to be seen by ordinary microscope. 


submission /sab'm1J(e)n/ noun 1 submitting, 
being submitted. 2 thing submitted. 3 submis- 
sive attitude etc. 

| m 1 acquiescence, capitulation, compliance, 
giving in, surrender, yielding. 2 argument, claim, 
contention, contribution, entry, idea, offering, 
presentation, proposal, suggestion, tender, 
theory. 3 see SUBMISSIVENESS (SUBMISSIVE). 


submissive /səb'mısıv/ adjective humble, 
obedient. o submissively adverb. submissive- 
ness noun. 
| m accommodating, acquiescent, amenable, 
biddable, compliant, deferential, docile, humble, 
meek, obedient, passive, pliant, resigned, servile, 
slavish, supine, tame, tractable, unassertive, 
uncomplaining, unresisting, weak, yielding. 
O submissiveness acquiescence, compliance, 
deference, docility, humility, meekness, 
obedience, passivity, resignation, servility, 
submission, subservience, tameness. 


submit /səb'mıt/ verb (-tt-) 4 (often + to) cease 

resistance; yield. 2 present for consideration. 3 

(+ to) subject or be subjected to (process, treat- 

ment, etc.). 4 Law argue, suggest. 
n 1 accede, bow, capitulate, concede, give in, 
knuckle under, succumb, surrender, yield; (submit 
to) see ACCEPT 5, OBEY 1. 2 advance, enter, give in, 
hand in, offer, present, proffer, propose, 
propound, put forward, state, suggest. 3 (submit 
to) see UNDERGO. 


subnormal /sab'no:m(e)l/ adjective below or 
less than normal, esp. in intelligence. 

subordinate adjective /sa'bo:dmat/ (usually + 
to) of inferior importance or rank; second- 
ary, subservient. @noun /se'bo:dmat/ person 
working under authority of another. © verb 
/sa'bo:dineit/ (-ting) (usually + to) make or treat 
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as subordinate. o subordinate clause clause 
serving as noun, adjective, or adverb within sen- 
tence (see panel at CLAUSE). O subordination 
noun. 

u adjective inferior, junior, lesser, lower, menial, 
minor, secondary, subservient, subsidiary. 

© noun aide, assistant, employee, inferior, junior, 
menial, servant, usually derogatory underling. 


suborn /sa'bo:n/ verb induce esp. by bribery to 
commit perjury or other crime. 


subpoena /so'pi:na/ noun writ ordering 
person’s attendance in law court. © verb (past & 
past participle -naed or -na’d) serve subpoenaon, 


sub rosa /sab 'ravza/ adjective & adverb in con- 
fidence or in secret. [Latin] . 


subscribe /səb'skrarb/ verb (-bing) 1 (usually 
+ to, for) pay (specified sum) esp. regularly for 
membership of organization or receipt of pub- 
lication etc. 2 (usually + to, for) contribute to 
fund, for cause, etc. 3 (usually + to) agree with 
(opinion etc.). subscribe to arrange to receive 
(periodical etc.) regularly. _ 
a 1, 2 (subscribe to) contribute to, donate to, give 
to, patronize, sponsor, support. 3 (subscribe to) . 
advocate, agree with, approve of, back, believe in, 
condone, consent to, endorse, give one's blessing 
to. 


subscriber noun person who subscribes, esp. 
person paying regular sum for hire of telephone 
line. o subscriber trunk dialling making of 
trunk calls by subscriber without assistance of 
operator. 


| u patron, sponsor, supporter. 


subscript /'sabskript/ adjective written or 
printed below the line. @ noun subscript numbe 
etc. : 


subscription /sab'skripf(a)n/ noun 1 act of 
subscribing. 2 money subscribed. 3 membership 
fee, esp. paid regularly. 


| u 2 fee, payment, remittance. 3 contribution, dues, 
fee. 


subsequent /‘sabsikwant/ adjective (usually + 
to) following specified or implied event. o sub- 
sequently adverb. 

m consequent, ensuing, following, future, later, 
next, resultant, resulting, succeeding, 
successive. 


subservient /sab'ss:viant/ adjective 1 servile. 
2 (usually + to) instrumental. 3 (usually + t0) 
subordinate. o subservience noun. 

subside /sab'sard/ verb (-ding) 1 become tran- 
quil; diminish. 2 (of water etc.) sink. 3 (of ground) 
cave in. 4 (of person) sink into chair etc. o sub- 
sidence /-'said., 'sabsid-/ noun. 


Subordinate clause 
See panel at CLAUSE. 
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n 1 abate, calm down, decline, decrease, die down, 
diminish, dwindle, ebb, lessen, melt away, 
moderate, quieten, recede, shrink; slacken, wear 
off. 2 drop, ebb, fall, go down, recede, sink. 3 cave 
in, collapse, drop, sink. 4 colloquial collapse, 
descend, lower oneself, settle, sink. 


subsidiary /səb'sıdıərı/ adjective 1 supplemen- 
tary; additional. 2 (of company) controlled by 
another. © noun (plural -ies) subsidiary com- 
pany, person, or thing. 

m adjective 1 additional, ancillary, auxiliary, 

complementary, contributory, inferior, lesser, 

minor, secondary, subordinate, supplementary, 

supporting. 


subsidize /‘sabsidaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 pay subsidy to. 2 support by subsidies. 
a aid, back, finance, fund, maintain, promote, 

| sponsor support, underwrite. 


subsidy /'sabsıdı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 money 
contributed esp. by state to keep prices at desired 
level. 2 any monetary grant. 

n aid, backing, financial help, funding, grant, 

maintenance, sponsorship, subvention, support. 


subsist /sab'sist/ verb 1 (often +. om) keep oneself 
alive; be kept alive. 2 remain in being; exist. 


subsistence noun 1 subsisting. 2 means of 

supporting life. 3 minimal level of existence, 
income, etc. o subsistence farming farming in 
which almost all produce is consumed by 
farmer's household. 


subsoil /‘sabsotl/ noun soil just below surface 
soil. 


subsonic /sab'sonik/ adjective of speeds less 
than that of sound. 


substance /‘sabst(a)ns/ noun 1 particular kind 
of material. 2 reality; solidity. 3 essence of what 
is spoken or written. 4 wealth and possessions. 
ain substance generally; essentially. 

1 fabric, material, matter, stuff. 2 actuality, body, 

concreteness, corporeality, reality, solidity. 3 core, 

essence, gist, import, meaning, significance, 

subject matter, theme. 4 see WEALTH 1,2. 


substandard /sab'stzendad/ adjective of lower 
than desired standard. s 


a disappointing, inadequate, inferior, poor, 
shoddy, unworthy. 


substantial /sab'steenJ(a)l/ adjective 1 of real 
importance or value. 2 large in size or amount. 
3 of solid structure. 4 commercially successful; 
wealthy. 5 largely true. 6 real; existing. 0 sub- 
stantially adverb. 

1, 2 big, consequential, considerable, generous, 

great, important, large, significant, sizeable, 

worthwhile. 3 durable, hefty, massive, solid, 

sound, stout, strong, sturdy, well built, well made. 


substantiate /sab'stenfieit/ verb (-ting) 
support or prove truth of (charge, claim, etc.). 
a substantiation noun. 


substantive /'sabstəntv/ adjective 1 actual, 


subsidiary | suburban 


real, permanent. 2 substantial. e noun ni 
O substantively adverb. . nee 


substitute I'sabstitju:t/ noun 4 person or thing 
acting or serving in place of another. 2 artificial 
alternative to a food etc. © verb (ting) (often + 
for) 1 put in place of another. 2 act as substitute. 
e aeeoe acting as substitute. o substitution 
m noun 1 alternative, deputy, locum, proxy, relief, 
replacement, reserve, stand-in, stopgap, 
substitution, supply, surrogate, understudy. 2 
alternative, ersatz, imitation, replacement. @ verb 
1 change, exchange, interchange, replace, swap, 
switch. 2 (substitute for) cover for, deputize for, 
double for, relieve, stand in for, supplant, take the 
place of, understudy. © adjective acting, 
alternative, deputy, ersatz, imitation, relief, 
reserve, standby, supply, surrogate, temporary. 


substratum /‘sabstra:tam/ noun (plural -ta) 
underlying layer. 
subsume /sab'sju:m/ verb (-ming) (usually + 
under) include under particular rule, class, etc. 
subtenant /‘sabtenent/ noun person renting 
room or house etc. from its tenant. o subtenancy 
noun (plural -ies). 
subtend /sab'tend/ verb (of line) be opposite 
(angle, arc). 
subterfuge /'sabtafju:d3/ noun attempt to 
avoid blame etc., esp. by lying or deceit. 
subterranean /sabte'remion/ adjective under- 
ground. 
subtext noun underlying theme. 
subtitle /‘sabtatt(s)l/ noun 1 subordinate or 
additional title of book etc. 2 caption of cinema 
film, esp. translating dialogue. @ verb (-ling) 
provide with subtitle(s). 
subtle /'sat(ə)l/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 hard to detect 
or describe. 2 (of scent, colour, etc.) faint, delic- 
ate. 3 perceptive; able to make fine distinctions. 4 
ingenious. o subtlety noun (plural -ies). subtly 
adverb. 
1 arcane, elusive, indirect, mysterious, 
recondite. 2 delicate, elusive, faint, fine, gentle, 
mild, slight, understated, unobtrusive. 3 acute, 
nice, perceptive, refined, sophisticated. 4 
discriminating, clever, cunning, ingenious, 
shrewd. 


subtract /sab'trekt/ verb (often + from) deduct 
(number etc.) from another. O subtraction 


noun. 
l u debit, deduct, remove, take away, take off. 
subtropical /sab'tropik(ə)l/ adjective 1 bor- 
dering on the tropics. 2 characteristic of such 
regions. 
suburb /'sabs:b/ noun outlying district of city. 


u (suburbs) fringes, outer areas, outskirts, usually 
| derogatory suburbia. 


suburban /sə'bs:bən/ adjective 1 ofor character- 
istic of suburbs. 2 derogatory provincial in 
outlook. a suburbanite noun. 


| u 1 outer, outlying, residential. 


suburbia | sudden 

suburbia /sa'bs:bie/ noun usually derogatory 
suburbs and their inhabitants etc. 
subvention /sab'venJ(9)n/ noun subsidy. 


subversive /sab'va:siv/ adjective seeking to 
overthrow (esp. government). @ moun subver- 


sive person. o subversion noun. subversively : 


adverb. subversiveness noun. 

n adjective challenging, disruptive, 
insurrectionary, questioning, radical, 
revolutionary, seditious, traitorous, treacherous, 
treasonous, undermining, unsettling. 


subvert /sab'vs:t/ verb overthrow or weaken 
(government etc.). 

m challenge, corrupt, destroy, disrupt, overthrow, 

overturn, pervert, ruin, undermine, upset, wreck. 


subway /‘sabwet/ noun 1 underground passage, 
esp. for pedestrians. 2 US underground railway. 


| m 1 tunnel, underpass. 


subzero /sab'zisrau/ adjective (esp. of tem- 
perature) lower than zero. 


succeed /sok'si:d/ verb 1 (often + in) have 
success; prosper. 2 (of plan etc.) be successful. 3 
follow in order. 4 (often + to) come into inherit- 
ance, office, title, or property. o succeeding 
adjective. 

u 1 colloquial arrive, be a success, do well, 

flourish, get on, colloquial make it, prosper, thrive. 

2 be effective, colloquial catch on, produce results, 

work. 3, 4 be successor to, come after, follow, 

inherit from, replace, take over from. 

„| G succeeding see SUBSEQUENT. 


success /sak'ses/ noun 1 accomplishment of 
aim; favourable outcome. 2 attainment of 
wealth, fame, etc. 3 successful person or thing. 
o successful adjective. successfully adverb. 
@ 1 accomplishment, achievement, attainment, 
completion, effectiveness. 2 fame, good fortune, 
prosperity, wealth. 3 colloquial hit, sensation, 
triumph, victory, winner. o successful 
best-selling, booming, celebrated, effective, 
effectual, famed, famous, flourishing, fruitful, 
leading, lucrative, moneymaking, popular, 
productive, profitable, prosperous, rewarding, 
thriving, top, unbeaten, colloquial useful, 
victorious, well known, well off, winning. 


succession /sək'sef(ə)n/ noun 1 following in 
order. 2 series of things or people following one 
another. 3 succeeding to inheritance, office, or 
esp. throne. 4 right to succeed to one of these. 5 
set of people with such right. oin succession 
one after another. in succession to as successor 
of. 
m 1, 2 chain, flow, line, procession, progression, 
Tun, sequence, series, string. 


successive /sak'sestv/ adjective following 
in succession; consecutive. a successively 
adverb. 


m consecutive, continuous, succeeding, 
unbroken, uninterrupted. 
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successor /sak'sesa/ noun (often + to) Person 
or thing that succeeds another. 


| m heir, inheritor, replacement. 


succinct /sok'smkt/ adjective brief, concise, 
o succinctly adverb. succinctness noun. 

m brief, compact, concise, condensed, 

epigrammatic, neat, pithy, short, terse, to the 


point. 


succour /'saka/ (US succor) archaic or formal 
noun help, esp. in time of need. © verb give 
succour to. 


succulent /‘sakjulent/ adjective 1 juicy. 2 (of 
plant) thick and fleshy. © noun succulent plant. 
o succulence noun. 
m adjective 1 juicy, luscious, moist, 
mouth-watering, palatable, rich. 2 fleshy, lush, 
thick. 


succumb /sa'kam/ verb (usually + to) 1 give 
way; be overcome. 2 die. 

u 1 accede, be overcome, capitulate, give in, give 

up, give way, submit, surrender, yield. 


such adjective 1 (often + as) of kind or degree 
specified or suggested. 2 so great or extreme. 
3 unusually, abnormally. e@pronoun such 
person(s) or thing(s). 0 as such as being what 
has been specified. such-and-such particular 
but unspecified. suchlike colloquial of such kind. 


suck verb 1 draw (liquid) into mouth by suction. 
2 draw liquid from in this way. 3 roll tongue 
round (sweet etc.) in mouth. 4 make sucking 
action or noise. 5 (usually + down) engulf or 
drown in sucking movement. © noun act or 
period of sucking. o suck in 1 absorb. 2 involve 
(person). suck up 1 absorb. 2 (often + fo) collo- 
quial behave in a servile way. 


a O suck up 1 absorb, draw up, pull up, soak up. 2 
(suck up to) see FLATTER 1. 


sucker noun 1 person easily duped or cheated. 
2 (+ for) person susceptible to. 3 rubber etc. cap 
adhering by suction. 4 similar part of plant or 
animal. 5 shoot springing from plant’s root 
below ground. 


suckle /'sak(ə)l/ verb (-ling) feed (young) from 
breast or udder. 


suckling /'‘saklm/ noun unweaned child or 
animal. 


Sucrose /'su:krauz/ noun kind of sugar 
obtained from cane, beet, etc. 


suction /'sakf(ə)n/ noun 1 sucking. 2 pro- 
duction of partial vacuum so that external 
atmospheric pressure forces fluid into vacant 
space or causes adhesion of surfaces. 


Sudanese /su:da'ni:z/ adjective of Sudan. 
@noun (plural same) native or national of 
Sudan. 


sudden /'sad(a)n/ adjective done or occurring 
unexpectedly or abruptly. o all of a sudden sud- 
denly. o suddenly adverb. suddenness noun. 
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m abrupt, brisk, hasty, hurried, impetuous, 
impulsive, precipitate, quick, rash, sharp, snap, 
startling, surprising, swift, unannounced, 
unconsidered, unexpected, unforeseeable, 
unforeseen, unlooked-for, unplanned, 
unpremeditated. 


sudorific /su:de'rifik/ adjective causing sweat- 
ing. © noun sudorific drug. 


suds plural noun froth of soap and water. 
o sudsy adjective. 


| a bubbles, foam, froth, lather, soapsuds. 


sue verb (sues, sued, suing) 1 begin lawsuit 
against. 2 (often + for) make application to law 
court for compensation etc. 3 (often +.to, for) 
make plea to person for favour. 

m 1 indict, institute legal proceedings against, 

proceed against, prosecute, esp. Lawsummons, 

take legal action against. 3 see ENTREAT. 


suede /sweid/ noun leather with flesh side 
rubbed into nap. 


suet /‘su:it/ noun hard fat surrounding kidneys 
of cattle and sheep, used in cooking etc. o suety 
adjective. 
suffer /'safo/ verb 1 undergo pain, grief, etc. 2 
undergo or be subjected to (pain, loss, punish- 
ment, grief, etc.). 3 tolerate. u sufferable adjec- 
tive. sufferer noun. suffering noun. 
m 1 ache, agonize, be punished, hurt, smart. 2,3 
bear, cope with, endure, experience, feel, go 
through, live through, put up with, stand, tolerate, 
undergo, withstand. 


sufferance noun tacit permission or tolera- 
tion. don sufferance tolerated but not sup- 
ported. 

suffice /so'fais/ verb (-cing) be enough; meet 
needs of. o suffice it to say I shall say only this. 


l u answer, be sufficient, do, satisfy, serve. 


sufficiency /sa'fifensi/ noun (plural -ies) 
(often + of ) sufficient amount. 

sufficient /sa'fif(e)nt/ adjective sufficing, 
adequate. o sufficiently adverb. 


@ adequate, enough, satisfactory. 


suffix /'safiks/ noun letter(s) added to end of 
word to form derivative. © verb add as suffix. 

suffocate /'safakert/ verb (-ting) 1 kill, stifle, or 
choke by stopping breathing, esp. by fumes etc. 
2 be or feel suffocated. o suffocating adjective. 
suffocation noun. 


@ 1 asphyxiate, choke, smother, stifle, strangle, 
throttle. 


‘suffragan /‘safragen/ noun bishop assisting 
diocesan bishop. 

suffrage /'‘safrid3/ noun right of voting in polit- 
ical elections. À 

suffragette /safrə'dzet/ noun historical 
woman who agitated for women’s suffrage. 

suffuse /sə'fju:z/ verb (-sing) (of colour, mois- 
ture, etc.) spread throughout or over from 
within. o suffusion /-3(3)n/ noun. 


. obtained fro 


sudorific | suit 
Sugar /'fugə/ noun 1 sweetcrystalline substance 


Cookery, confectio 
Usual! nery, etc. 2 Chemistry soluble 


Sugary adjective 1 containing or resembling 
sar: 2 cloying, sentimental. osugariness 
un. 


u1 glazed, iced, sugared, sweet, sweetened. 2 
cloying, honeyed, sentimental, sickly. 


suggest /sə'dzest/ verb 1 (often + that) propose 
(theory, plan, etc.). 2 hint at. 3 evoke (idea etc.). 
4 Cuggast Itself) (of idea etc.) come into person’s 
mind. 

u 1 advise, advocate, counsel, moot, move, 

Propose, propound, put forward, raise, 

recommend, urge. 2, 3 call to mind, communicate, 

evoke, hint (at), imply, indicate, insinuate, intimate, 

make one think of, mean, signal. 


suggestible adjective capable of being influ- 
enced by suggestion. o suggestibility noun. 


suggestion /sə'dzestf(ə)n/ noun 1 suggesting. 
2 thing suggested. 3 slight trace; hint. 4 insinu- 
ation of belief or impulse into the mind. 

n 1 counselling, prompting, urging. 2 advice, 

counsel, offer, plan, proposal, recommendation. 3 

breath, hint, idea, indication, intimation, notion, 

suspicion, touch, trace. 


suggestive /sə'dzestıv/ adjective 1 (usually + 
of) conveying a suggestion. 2 (of remark, joke, 
etc.) suggesting something indecent. o suggest- 
ively adverb. 


m 1 evocative, expressive, indicative, reminiscent, 
| thought-provoking. 2 see INDECENT 1. 


suicidal /su:'said(e)l/ adjective 1 (of person) 
liable to commit suicide. 2 of or tending to 
suicide. 3 destructive to one’s own interests. 
osuicidally adverb. 


1 see DESOLATE adjective 3. 3 kamikaze, 
| self-destructive. 


suicide /‘su:said/ noun 1 intentional self- 
killing. 2 person who commits suicide. 3 action 
destructive to one’s own interests etc. 


sui generis /sju:ar'dseneris/ adjective of its own 
kind; unique. [Latin] 

suit /su:t, sju:t/ noun 1 set of usually matching 
clothes consisting usually of jacket and trousers 
or skirt. 2 clothing for particular purpose. 3 any 
of the 4 sets into which pack of cards is divided. 
4 lawsuit. everb 1 go well with (person's 
appearance). 2 meet requirements of. 3 be con- 
venient. 4 (suit oneself) doasonechooses. Sbein 
harmony with. 6 make fitting; adapt. 7 (as suited 
adjective) appropriate; well fitted. o suitcase flat 


suitable | summit 


case for carrying clothes, usually with hinged 

lid. 
m noun 1 costume, ensemble, outfit. 2 see CLOTHES 
1. @ verb 1 become, fit, look good on. 2 conform 
to, fill one's needs, fit in with, gratify, please, satisfy, 
tally with. 3 be convenient, be suitable. 5 go with, 
harmonize with, match. 6 accommodate, adapt, fit, 
tailor. 


suitable adjective (usually + to, for) well fitted 
for purpose; appropriate to occasion. o suitabil- 
ity noun. suitably adverb. \ 
u acceptable, applicable, apposite, appropriate, 
apt, becoming, befitting, congenial, convenient, 
correct, decent, decorous, fit, fitting, handy, 
archaic meet, opportune, pertinent, proper, 
relevant, right, satisfactory, seemly, tasteful, 
timely, well chosen, well judged, well timed. 


suite /swi:t/ noun 1 set of rooms, furniture, etc. 
2 Music set of instrumental pieces. 


suitor /'su:ta/ moun 1 man who woos woman. 2 
plaintiff or petitioner in lawsuit. 


sulfur etc. US = SULPHUR etc. 


sulk verb be sulky. @ noun (also the sulks) fit of 
sullen silence. 


| m verb be sullen, brood, mope, pout. 


sulky /'salkı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) sullen and 
unsociable from resentment or ill temper. 
a sulkily adverb. 


sullen /‘salen/ adjective 1 sulky, morose. 2 (of 
sky) dull, gloomy. a sullenly adverb. sullenness 
noun. 
a 1 antisocial, bad-tempered, brooding, churlish, 
crabby, cross, disgruntled, dour, glum, grim, 
grudging, ill-humoured, lugubrious, moody, 
morose, out of sorts, petulant, pouting, resentful, 
silent, sour, stubborn, sulking, sulky, surly, 
uncommunicative, unforgiving, unfriendly, 
unhappy, unsociable. 2 cheerless, dark, dismal, 
dull, gloomy, grey, leaden, sombre. 


sully /'salr/ verb (-ies, -ied) spoil purity or splen- 
dour of (reputation etc.). 


sulphate /'salfett/ noun (US sulfate) salt or 
ester of sulphuric acid. 


sulphide /‘salfaid/ noun (US sulfide) binary 
compound of sulphur. 


sulphite /‘salfatt/ noun (US sulfite) salt or ester 
of sulphurous acid. 


sulphonamide /sal'fonemaid/ noun (US 
sulfonamide) kind of antibiotic drug containing 
sulphur. 


sulphur /‘salfe/ noun (US sulfur) pale yellow 
non-metallic element burning with blue flame 
and stifling smell. o sulphur dioxide colourless 
pungent gas formed by burning sulphur in air 
and dissolving it in water. 

sulphuric /sal'fjuartk/ adjective (US sulfuric) of 
or containing sulphur with valency of 6. o sul- 
phuric acid dense highly corrosive oily acid. 


sulphurous /‘salferas/ adjective (US sulfurous) 
1 of or like sulphur. 2 containing sulphur with 
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valency of 4. o sulphurous acid unstable weak 
acid used e.g. as bleaching agent. 


sultan /‘salt(a)n/ moun Muslim sovereign. 


sultana /sal'ta:na/ noun 1 seedless raisin. 2 
sultan’s wife, mother, concubine, or daughter, 


sultanate /‘saltenert/ noun position of or terri- 
tory ruled by sultan. 


sultry /‘saltri/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 (of weather) 
oppressively hot. 2 (of person) passionate, 
sensual. o sultriness noun. 

1 close, hot, humid, muggy, oppressive, steamy, 

stifling, stuffy, warm. 2 erotic, passionate, 

provocative, seductive, sensual, sexy, voluptuous. 


sum noun 1 total resulting from addition. 2 
amount ofmoney. 3 arithmetical problem. 4 (esp. 
in plural) colloquial arithmetic work, esp. ele- 
mentary. © verb (-mm-) find sum of. gin sum 
briefly; to sum up. summing-up 1 judge’s review 
of evidence given to jury. 2 recapitulation of 
main points of argument etc. sum up 1 (esp. of 
judge) give summing-up. 2 form or express 
opinion of (person, situation, etc.). 3 summarize. 

m noun 1 aggregate, amount, number, quantity, 
reckoning, result, score, tally, total, whole. 0 sum 
up 1, 3 see SUMMARIZE. 


sumac /‘su:mzk/ noun (also sumach) 1 shrub 
with reddish fruits used as spice. 2 dried and 
ground leaves of this for use in tanning and 
dyeing. 


summarize /'sameraiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) make or be summary of. 

m abridge, condense, encapsulate, give the gist 

of, outline, précis, colloquial recap, recapitulate, 

review, simplify, sum up. 


summary /'samərı/ noun (plural -ies) brief 
account giving chief points. © adjective brief; 
without details or formalities. o summarily 
adverb. 

a noun abridgement, abstract, condensation, 

digest, epitome, gist, outline, précis, 

recapitulation, résumé, review, summation, 

summing-up, synopsis. 


summation /sə'merf(ə)n/ noun 1 finding of 
total or sum. 2 summarizing. 


summer /'sama/ noun 1 warmest season of year. 
2 (often + of) mature stage of life etc. o summer 
house light building in garden etc. for use in 
summer. summer pudding dessert of soft fruit 
pressed in bread casing. summer school course 
of lectures etc. held in summer, esp. at univer- 
sity. summertime period from March to October 
when clocks etc. are advanced one hour. sum- 
mertime season or period of summer. O sum: 
mery adjective. 


l a a summery bright, hot, sunny, tropical, warm. 


summit /'samıt/ noun 1 highest point, top. 2 
highest level of achievement or status. 3 (in f 
summit conference, meeting, etc.) discussion 
between heads of governments. 
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u 1 apex, crown, head, height, peak, pinnacle, top. 
2 acme, apogee, climax, culmination, high point, 
pinnacle, zenith. 


summon /'samon/ verb 1 order to come or 
appear, esp. in law court. 2 (usually + fo do) call 
on. 3 call together. 4 (often + up) gather (courage, 
resources, etc.). 

a 1, 2 command, demand, invite, order, send for, 

subpoena. 3 assemble, call, convene, convoke, 

gather together, muster, rally. 4 (summon up) call 

on, draw on, gather, invoke, muster, 


summons /'samenz/ noun (plural sum- 
monses) authoritative call to attend or do some- 
thing, esp. to appear in court. © verb esp. Law 
serve with summons. 


sumo /'su:məu/ noun Japanese wrestling in 
which only soles of feet may touch ground. 


sump noun 1 casing holding oil in internal- 
combustion engine. 2 pit, well, etc. for collecting 
superfluous liquid. 


sumptuary /‘samptSuert/ adjective Law regu- 
lating (esp. private) expenditure. 

sumptuous /'samptfuas/ adjective costly; 
splendid, magnificent. o sumptuously adverb. 
sumptuousness noun. 


Sun. abbreviation Sunday. 


sun noun‘ the star round which the earth travels 
and from which it receives light and warmth. 2 
this light or warmth. 3 any star. © verb (-nn-) 
(often sun oneself) expose to sun. u sunbathe 
bask in sun, esp. to tan one’s body. sunbeam ray 
ofsunlight. sunblock lotion protecting skin from 
sun. sunburn inflammation of skin from expo- 
sure to sun. sunburnt affected by sunburn. 
sundial instrument showing time by shadow of 
pointer in sunlight. sundown sunset. sunflower 
tall plant with large golden-rayed flowers. sun- 
glasses tinted spectacles to protect eyes from 
glare. sunlamp lamp giving ultraviolet rays for 
therapy or artificial suntan. sunlight light from 
sun. sunlit illuminated by sun. sun lounge room 
with large windows etc. to receive much sun- 
light. sunrise (time of) sun’s rising. sunroof 
opening panel in car’s roof. sunset (time of) sun’s 
setting. sunshade 1 parasol. 2 awning, sunshine 
1 sunlight. 2 area illuminated by it. 3 fine 
weather. 4 cheerfulness. sunspot dark patch on 
sun’s surface. sunstroke acute prostration from 
excessive heat of sun. suntan brownish skin 
colour caused by exposure tosun. suntrap sunny 
place, esp. sheltered from wind. sunup esp. US 
sunrise. o sunless adjective. 
a o sunbathe bask, sun oneself, tan oneself. 
sunlight daylight, sun, sunbeams, sunshine. 
sunrise dawn, daybreak. sunset dusk, evening, 
poetical gloaming, nightfall, sundown, twilight. 
sunshade awning, canopy, parasol. 0 sunless 
cheerless, cloudy, dark, dismal, dreary, dull, 
gloomy, grey, overcast, sombre. 


sundae /'sander/ noun ice cream with fruit, 
nuts, syrup, etc. 

Sunday /'sander/ noun 1 day of week following 
Saturday. 2 Christian day of worship. 3 collo- 


summon | supercharge 


quial newspaper published on Sund 

g P of (sundays colloquial very long period. 
school religi 

Sean gious class held on Sundays 


sunder /‘sanda/ verb literary sever; keep apart. 
sundry /‘sandri/ adjective various, several. 
@noun (plural -ies) (in plural) oddments, 
accessories, etc. not mentioned individually. 
Call and sundry everyone. 


m adjective assorted, different, archaic divers, 
miscellaneous, mixed, various. 


Sung past participle of sinc. 
sunk past and past participle of sink. 


sunken adjective 1 that has sunk. 2 lying below 
general surface. 3 (of eyes, cheeks, etc.) shrun- 
ken, hollow. 


m 2 submerged, underwater. 3 concave, 
depressed, hollow, hollowed. 


Sunni /'sanı/ noun (plural same or -s) 1 one of 
two main branches of Islam. 2 adherent of this. 
sunny adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 bright with or 
warmed by sunlight. 2 cheerful. osunnily 

adverb. sunniness noun. 


m 1 bright, clear, cloudless, fair, fine, summery, 
sunlit, unclouded. 2 see CHEERFUL 1. 
sup’ verb (-pp-) 1 drink by sips or spoonfuls. 2 
esp. Northern English colloquial drink (alcohol). 
@ noun sip of liquid. 
sup? verb (-pp-) archaic take supper. 
super /'su:pa/ adjective colloquial excellent, 
unusually good. ezoun colloquial 4 superin- 
tendent. 2 supernumerary. 
super- combining form 1 on top, over, beyond. 2 
to extreme degree. 3 extra good or large of its 
kind. 4 of higher kind. 
superabundant /su:p(e)re‘band(e)nt, sju:-/ 
adjective abounding beyond what is normal. 
o superabundance noun. 
superannuate /su:par'eenjuert/ verb (-ting) 1 
pension (person) off. 2 dismiss or discard as too 
old. 3 (as superannuated adjective) too old for 
work or use. 


a 4 pension off, retire. 3 (superannuated) 
| discarded, disused, obsolete, old, thrown out, worn 
out. 


superannuation noun 1 pension. 2 payment 
made to obtain pension. 
m 1 annuity, pension. 


superb /su:'p3:b/ adjective 4 colloquial excellent. 
2 magnificent. o superbly adverb. 


u admirable, excellent, fine, first-class, first-rate, 
grand, impressive, marvellous, splendid, 
superior. 


supercargo /'‘su:peka:gau/ noun (plural -es) 
Sean in merchant ship managing sales etc. of 
r tfa:d3/ verb (ging) 1 
upercharge /'su:pətfa: verb (ging) 
TEE + Ih) charge (atmosphere etc.) with 
energy, emotion, etc. 2 use supercharger on. 


supercharger | supernatural 


supercharger oun device forcing extra air or 
fuel into internal-combustion engine. 

supercilious /su:ps'silies/ adjective haughtily 
contemptuous. o superciliously adverb. super- 
ciliousness noun. 

supererogation /su:pərerə'gerf(ə)n/ noun 
doing of more than duty requires. o super- 
erogatory /-1'rogai(a)ri/ adjective. 

superficial /su:pa'fiS(a)l/ adjective 1 ofor on the 
surface; lacking depth. 2 swift, cursory; not thor- 
ough. 3 apparent, not real. 4 (esp. of person) of 
shallow feelings etc. o superficiality /-fr'æl-/ 
noun. superficially adverb. 

m 1 cosmetic, external, exterior, outward, shallow, 

skin-deep, slight, surface. 2 careless, casual, 

cursory, desultory, facile, hasty, hurried, 

inattentive, lightweight, oversimplified, passing, 

perfunctory, simplistic, sweeping (generalization), 

swift, unconvincing, uncritical, undiscriminating, 

unquestioning, unscholarly. 4 frivolous, shallow, 

simple-minded, simplistic, trivial. 


superfluity /su:pa‘flu:rtt/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
being superfluous. 2 superfluous amount or 
thing. 

superfluous /su:'ps:fluas/ adjective more than 
is needed or wanted; needless. 

a excess, excessive, extra, needless, redundant, 

Spare, superabundant, surplus, unnecessary, 

unneeded, unwanted. 


supergrass /'su:pagra:s/ noun colloquial 
police informer implicating many people. 

superhuman /su:pa'hju:man/ adjective ex- 
ceeding normal human capacity or power. 


a divine, godlike, Herculean, heroic, 
metaphysical, phenomenal, prodigious, 
supernatural. 


superimpose /su:pərm'pəuz/ verb (-sing) 
(usually + on) place (thing) on or above some- 
thing else. u superimposition /-pa'z1J(e)n/ noun. 


| u overlay, place on top of. 


superintend /su:parm'tend/ verb manage; 
supervise (work etc.). o superintendence noun. 
m administer, be in charge of, be the supervisor 
of, conduct, control, direct, look after, manage, 
organize, oversee, preside over, run, supervise, 
watch over. 
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superintendent /su:perm'tend(a)nt/ noun 4 
police officer above rank of chief inspector. 2 
person who superintends. 3 director of institu- 
tion etc. 


superior /su:'prarta/ adjective 1 higher in rank, 
position, quality, etc. 2 high-quality. 3 supercili- 
ous. 4 (often + to) better or greater in some 
respect. 5 written or printed above the line. 
@noun 1 person superior to another, esp. in 
rank. 2 head of monastery etc. O superiority 
/“vr-/ noun. 
m adjective 1 better, colloquial classier, greater, 
higher, higher-born, loftier, more important, more 
impressive, nobler, senior, upmarket, upper. 2 
choice, exclusive, fine, first-class, first-rate, select, 
top, unrivalled. 3 arrogant, condescending, 
contemptuous, disdainful, elitist, haughty, 
colloquial high and mighty, lofty, paternalistic, 
patronizing, self-important, smug, snobbish, 
colloquial snooty, colloquial stuck-up, 
supercilious. 


superlative /su:'ps:latrv/ adjective 1 of highest 
degree; excellent. 2 Grammar (of adjective or 
adverb) expressing highest or very high degree 
of quality etc. denoted by simple word (see 
panel). © noun 1 Grammar superlative expres- 
sion or word. 2 (in plural) high praise. 3 (in 
plural) exaggerated language. 

n adjective 1 best, choicest, consummate, 

excellent, finest, first-rate, incomparable, 

matchless, peerless, supreme, colloquial tiptop, 

colloquial top-notch, unrivalled, unsurpassed. 


superman noun colloquial man of exceptional 
powers or achievement. 


supermarket /'su:pəma:kıt/ moun large 
self-service store selling food, household goods, 
etc. 


supernatural /su:pə'nætfər(ə)l/ adjective not 
attributable to, ‘or explicable by, natural or 
physical laws; magical; mystical. © noun (the 
supernatural) supernatural forces etc. 0 super- 
naturally adverb. 

m adjective abnormal, ghostly, inexplicable, 

magical, metaphysical, miraculous, mysterious, 

mystic, occult, other-worldly, paranormal, 

preternatural, psychic, spiritual, uncanny, 

unearthly, unnatural, weird. 


POCO O OC eT ESTO OOEEEETEHOEEEETEOEEE TOTES OTTEHOSEESSHHETETEOEEEEEEEEEETESasEeESOEseOCNEe® 


Superlative 


The superlative form of an adjective is used to say that something is the supreme example of its 
kind. Superlative adjectives are formed in two ways: generally, short words add -est to the base 


form, e.g. 
smallest, fastest, greatest 
Often, the base form alters, e.g. 
biggest, finest, easiest 
Long words take most in front of them, e.g. 
most beautiful, most informative 
Superlatives are normally used with the: 
the smallest, the most beautiful 
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supernova /su:pə'nəvvə/ noun (plural -vae 
/-vi:/ or -vas) star that suddenly increases very 
greatly in brightness. 

supernumerary /su:pa'nju:marert/ adjective 
1 in excess of normal number. 2 engaged for 
extra work. 3 (of actor) with non-speaking part. 
o noun (plural -ies) supernumerary person or 
thing. 

superphosphate /su:pə'fosfert/ noun fertil- 
izer made from phosphate rock. 


superpower /‘su:papaue/ noun extremely 
powerful nation. 

superscript /'su:paskript/ adjective written or 
printed above. © noun superscript number or 
symbol. 

supersede /su:po'si:d/ verb (-ding) 1 take place 
of. 2 put or use another in place of. o superses- 
sion /-'seJ-/ noun. 

supersonic /su:pa'sonik/ adjective of or having 
speed greater than that of sound. o supersonic- 
ally adverb. 


superstar /‘su:pasta:/ noun extremely famous 
or renowned actor, musician, etc. 


superstition /su:pə'stıf(ə)n/ noun 1 belief in 
the supernatural. 2 irrational fear of the 
unknown or mysterious. 3 practice, belief, or 
religion based on this. o superstitious adjective. 
a 3 delusion, illusion, myth, old wives' tale. 

o superstitious credulous, groundless, illusory, 

irrational, mythical, unfounded, unprovable. 


superstore /‘su:pasto:/ noun very large super- 
market. 


superstructure /‘su:pastraktJa/ noun 1 struc- 
ture built on top ofanother. 2 upper part of build- 
ing, ship, etc. 


supertanker /'su:patenke/ noun very large 
tanker. 


supertax /'su:pateeks/ noun surtax. 


supervene /su:pa'vi:n/ verb (-ning) formal 
occur as interruption in or change from some 
state. o supervention noun. 


supervise /'su:pavaiz/ verb (-sing) oversee, 
superintend. o supervision /-'v13(a)n/ noun. 
supervisor noun. supervisory adjective. 
@ administer, be in charge of, conduct, control, 
direct, govern, invigilate (an exam), keep an eye 
on, lead, look after, manage, organize, oversee, 
preside over, run, superintend, watch over. 
o supervision administration, conduct, control, 
direction, government, invigilation, management, 
organization, oversight, running, surveillance. 
supervisor administrator, chief, controller, 
director, executive, foreman, forewoman, 
colloquial gaffer, head, inspector, invigilator, 
leader, manager, organizer, overseer, 
superintendent, timekeeper. 


superwoman noun colloquial woman of excep- 
tional ability or power. 

supine /‘su:pam/ adjective 1 lying face upwards. 
2 inactive, indolent. @ noun type of Latin verbal 
noun. 


supernova | support 


u adjective 1 face upwards, flat on one's back, 
recumbent. 2 see PASSIVE 3. 


Supper I'sapa/ noun meal taken late in day, esp. 
evening meal less formal and substantial than 
dinner. 

supplant /se'pla:nt/ verb take the place of, esp. 
by underhand means. 


a displace, dispossess, eject, expel, oust, 
replace, supersede, topple, unseat. 


supple /'sap(2)l/ adjective (-r, -st) easily bent: 
pliant, flexible. o suppleness noun. 

u bending, colloquial bendy, elastic, flexible, 

graceful, limber, lithe, plastic, pliable, pliant, 

resilient, soft. 


supplement noun /'saplmant/ 1 thing or part 
added to improve or provide further informa- 
tion. 2 additional charge. 3 separate section 
of newspaper etc. verb /'sapliment/ provide 
supplement for. o supplemental /-'ment(e)l/ 
adjective. supplementary /-'menteri/ adjec- 
tive. supplementation noun. 
u noun 1 addendum, addition, appendix, codicil, 
continuation, extra, postscript, sequel. 2 extra, 
surcharge. 3 extra, insert, magazine. © verb add 
to, augment, boost, complement, extend, 
reinforce, top up. O supplementary 
accompanying, added, additional, ancillary, 
auxiliary, complementary, excess, extra, new, 
supportive. 


suppliant /'saplient/ adjective supplicating. 
© noun humble petitioner. 

supplicate /'saplikeit/ verb (-ting) literary 
make humble petition to or for. o supplicant 
noun. supplication noun. supplicatory /-ketar1/ 
adjective. 


m o supplication appeal, entreaty, petition, plea, 
prayer, request, solicitation. 


supply /sə'plar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 provide (thing 
needed). 2 (often + with) provide (person etc. with 
something). 3 make up for (deficiency etc.). 
e@noun (plural -ies) 1 provision of what is 
needed. 2 stock, store. 3 (in plural) provisions, 
equipment, etc. for army, expedition, etc. 4 
person, esp. teacher, acting as temporary substi- 
tute. o supply and demand quantities available 
and required, as factors regulating price. o sup- 
plier noun. 
u verb 1, 2 cater to, contribute, deliver, distribute, 
donate, endow, equip, feed, furnish, give, hand 
over, pass on, produce, provide, purvey, sell, stock. 
@ noun 1 delivery, distribution, provision, 
provisioning. 2 cache, hoard, quantity, reserve, 
reservoir, stock, stockpile, store. 3 (supplies) 
equipment, food, necessities, provisions, rations. 
co supplier dealer, provider, purveyor, retailer, 
seller, shopkeeper, vendor, wholesaler. 


support /se'pa:t/ verb 1 carry all or part of 
weight of. 2 keep from falling, sinking, or failing. 
3 provide for. 4 strengthen; encourage; give help 
to. 5 corroborate; bear out. 6 speak in favour of. 
7 take secondary part to (actor etc.). 8 perform 
secondary act to (main act) at pop concert. 


supporter | sure 


© noun 1 supporting, being supported. 2 person 

or thing that supports. o in support of so as to 

support. o supportable adjective. supportive 
adjective. supportively adverb. supportiveness 
noun. 

i m verb 1, 2 bear, bolster, buttress, carry, hold up, 
keep up, prop up, reinforce, shore up, strengthen, 
sustain, underpin. 3 bring up, feed, finance, fund, 
keep, look after, maintain, nourish, provide for, 
sustain. 4 aid, allow, approve, assist, back, be 
faithful to, be interested in, bolster, buoy up, 

| comfort, contribute to, encourage, espouse (a 

cause), fight for, follow, give to, help, patronize, pay 

money to, promote, rally round, reassure, side 
with, sponsor, stand by, stand up for, stay with, 
stick up for, stick with, subsidize, sustain, work for. 

5 bear out, confirm, corroborate, defend, endorse, 

explain, justify, ratify, substantiate, uphold, 

validate, verify. 6 advocate, agree with, argue for, 
back, champion, defend, favour, speak up for. 

@ noun 1 aid, approval, assistance, backing, 

backup, bolstering, contribution, cooperation, 

encouragement, fortifying, friendship, help, 
interest, loyalty, patronage, protection, 
reassurance, reinforcement, archaic or formal 
succour. 2 brace, bracket, buttress, crutch, 
foundation, frame, pillar, post, prop, sling, 
stanchion, stay, strut, substructure, trestle, truss, 
underpinning; (financial support) aid, backing, 
donation, expenses, funding, keep, maintenance, 
sponsorship, subsidy, subsistence, upkeep. 

u supportive caring, concerned, encouraging, 
favourable, heartening, helpful, interested, kind, 
loyal, positive, reassuring, sustaining, 
sympathetic, understanding. 


supporter noun person or thing that supports 
particular cause, team, sport, etc. 

n adherent, admirer, advocate, aficionado, ally, 

apologist, assistant, champion, collaborator, 

defender, devotee, enthusiast, fan, fanatic, 

follower, helper, usually derogatory henchman, 

second, seconder, upholder, voter. 


suppose /so'pauz/ verb (-sing) (often + that) 1 
assume; be inclined to think. 2 takeas possibility 
or hypothesis. 3 require as condition. 4 (as sup- 
posed adjective) presumed. o be supposed to 1 
be expected or required to. 2 (in negative) ought 
not; not be allowed to. | suppose so expression of 
hesitant agreement. 

u 1 accept, assume, believe, conclude, 
conjecture, colloquial expect, guess, infer, judge, 
postulate, presume, presuppose, speculate, 
surmise, suspect, take for granted, think. 2 
daydream, fancy, fantasize, hypothesize, imagine, 
postulate, pretend, theorize. 4 (supposed) see 
HYPOTHETICAL, PUTATIVE. O be supposed to 1 be 
due to, be expected to, have a duty to, be meant to, 


| be required to. 


supposedly /sa'pauzidli/ adverbas is generally 
believed. 


supposition /sapə'zıf(ə)n/ moun what is sup- 
posed or assumed. o suppositional adjective. 
m assumption, belief, conjecture, fancy, guess, 
guesstimate, hypothesis, inference, notion, 
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opinion, presumption, speculation, surmise, 
theory, thought. 


suppositious /sape'zifas/ adjective hypothet- 
ical. 


suppository /sə'pozıtərı/ noun (plural -ies) 
solid medical preparation put into rectum or 
vagina to melt. 


suppress /so'pres/ verb 1 put an end to. 2 
prevent (information, feelings, etc.) from being 
seen, heard, or known. 3 Electricity partially or 
wholly eliminate (interference etc.). 4 Electricity 
equip (device) to reduce interference due to it. 
Osuppressible adjective. suppression noun. 
suppressor noun. 

m 1 conquer, colloquial crack down on, crush, end, 

finish off, halt, overcome, overthrow, put an end to, 

put down, quash, quell, stamp out, stop, subdue, 2 

bottle up, censor, choke back, conceal, cover up, 

hide, hush up, keep quiet about, keep secret, 
muffle, mute, obstruct, prohibit, repress, restrain, 
silence, smother, stamp on, stifle, strangle. 


suppurate /'sapjureit/ verb (-ting) 1 form or 
secrete pus. 2 fester. 0 suppuration noun. 


supra- prefix above. 


supranational /su:prə'næfən(ə)l/ adjective 
transcending national limits. 


supremacy /su:'premas!/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
being supreme. 2 highest authority. 

u ascendancy, dominance, domination, 

dominion, lead, mastery, predominance, 

pre-eminence, sovereignty, superiority. 


supreme /su:'pri:m/ adjective 1 highest in 
authority or rank. 2 greatest; most important. 
3 (of penalty, sacrifice, etc.) involving death. 
o supremely adverb. 
n 1 chief, head, highest, sovereign, top. 2 best, 
choicest, consummate, crowning, culminating, 
excellent, finest, first-rate, greatest, highest, 
incomparable, matchless, outstanding, 
paramount, peerless, predominant, pre-eminent, 
prime, principal, superlative, surpassing, 
colloquial tiptop, top, colloquial top-notch, 
ultimate, unbeatable, unbeaten, unparalleled, 
unrivalled, unsurpassable, unsurpassed. 


supremo /su:'pri:mau/ noun (plural -S) 
supreme leader. 


surcharge /'ss:t{a:d3/ noun additional charge 
or payment. © verb (-ging) exact surcharge from. 


surd adjective (of number) irrational. © noun 
surd number. 


sure /Sua/ adjective 1 (often + of, that) convinced. 
2 having or seeming to have adequate reaso 

for belief. 3 (+ of) confident in anticipation 0° 
knowledge of. 4 reliable, unfailing. 5 (+ £0 do, 
certain to. 6 undoubtedly true or trum re 
e@adverb colloquial certainly. omake Si 
make or become certain; ensure. sure-fire 0? er 
quial certain to succeed. sure-footed ne 
stumbling. to be sure admittedly, indeed, © 
tainly. o sureness noun. 
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a adjective 1, 2 assured, certain, confident, 
convinced, decided, definite, persuaded, positive. 
4 dependable, effective, established, faithful, firm, 
infallible, loyal, reliable, resolute, safe, secure, 
solid, steadfast, steady, trustworthy, archaic or 
joculartrusty, undeviating, unerring, unfailing, 
unfaltering, unflinching, unswerving, unwavering. 
5 (sure to) bound to, certain to. 6 accurate, clear, 
convincing, guaranteed, indisputable, 
inescapable, inevitable, infallible, proven, reliable, 
true, unchallenged, undeniable, undisputed, 
undoubted, verifiable. 


surely adverb 1 with certainty or safety. 2added 
to statement to express strong belief in its cor- 
reciness. 

surety /‘Su:arati/ noun (plural -ies) 1 money 
given as guarantee of performance etc. 2 person 
taking responsibility for another's debt, obliga- 
tion, etc. 

surf noun foam of sea breaking on rock or (esp. 
shallow) shore. © verb engage in surfing. o surf- 
board long narrow board used in surfing. 
o surfer noun. 


surface /'s3:fis/ noun 4 the outside of a thing. 2 
any of the limits of a solid. 3 top of liquid, soil, 
etc. 4 outward or superficial aspect. 5 Geometry 
thing with length and breadth but no thickness. 
© verb (-cing) 1 give (special) surface to (road, 
paper, etc.). 2 rise or bring to surface. 3 become 
visible or known. 4 colloquial wake up; get up. 
o surface mail mail not carried by air. surface 
tension tension of surface of liquid, tending to 
minimize its surface area. 

noun 1 coat, coating, covering, crust, exterior, 

façade, integument, interface, outside, shell, skin, 

top, veneer. 2 face, facet, plane, side. 4 exterior, 
façade, face, outside, top. © verb 1 coat, cover, 
laminate, veneer. 2, 3 appear, arise, come to light, 
come up, crop up, emerge, colloquial materialize, 
pop up, rise. 


surfeit /'ss:fit/ noun 1 excess, esp. in eating or 
drinking. 2 resulting fullness. © verb (-t-) 1 over- 
feed. 2 (+ with) (cause to) be wearied through 
excess. 

m noun 1 excess, flood, glut, over-abundance, 

over-indulgence, oversupply, plethora, superfluity, 

surplus. 


surfing noun sport of riding surf on board. 


surge noun 1 sudden rush. 2 heavy forward or 
upward motion. 3 sudden increase (in price etc.). 
4 sudden but brief increase in pressure, voltage, 
etc. 5 surging motion of sea, waves, etc. © verb 
(ging) 1 move suddenly and powerfully for- 
wards. 2 (of sea etc.) swell. 

m noun 1, 2 burst, gush, onrush, onset, 

outpouring, rush, upsurge, wave. 3, 4 increase, 

rise, upsurge. 5 heave, surf, swell, waves. © verb 1 

flow, gush, pour, push, rush, stampede, stream, 

sweep. 2 billow, heave, rise, roll, swell, well up. 


surgeon /'ss:d3(ə)n/ noun 1 medical practi- 
tioner qualified to practise surgery. 2 naval or 
military medical officer. 


surgery /'ss:d3ər1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 manual 
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or instrumental treatment of inj i 
Injuries or dis- 
crue of body. 2 place where or time when 
octor, dentist, etc. gives advice and treatment 
to patients, or MP, lawyer, etc. gives advice. 


m 1 operation. 2 clinic, consultin 
| groom, health 
centre, infirmary, medical centre, sickbay. 


surgical /'ss:d3ik(e)l/ adjective 1 of or by 
Surgery or surgeons. 2 used for surgery. 3 (of 
appliance) worn to correct deformity etc. 4 (esp. 
of military action) swift and precise. o surgical 
spirit methylated spirits used for cleansing etc. 
O surgically adverb. 
surly /'s3:l1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) bad-tempered 
unfriendly. a surliness noun. ) ee 
u bad-tempered, boorish, cantankerous, 
churlish, crabby, cross, crotchety, crusty, 
curmudgeonly, dyspeptic, gruff, grumpy, 
ill-natured, ill-tempered, irascible, miserable, 
morose, peevish, rough, rude, sulky, sullen, testy, 
touchy, uncivil, unfriendly, ungracious, 
unpleasant. 


surmise /se'maiz/ noun conjecture. @verb 
(-sing) (often + that) infer doubtfully; suppose; 
guess. 
m verb assume, believe, conjecture, colloquial 
expect, fancy, gather, guess, hypothesize, 
imagine, infer, judge, postulate, presume, 
presuppose, sense, speculate, suppose, suspect, 
think. 


surmount /so'maunt/ verb 1 overcome 
(difficulty, obstacle). 2 (usually in passive) cap, 
crown. o surmountable adjective. 

surname /‘s3:nem/ noun name common to all 
members of family. 

surpass /so'pa:s/ verb 1 outdo; be better than. 2 
(as surpassing adjective) greatly exceeding; 
excelling others. 

m 1 beat, better, eclipse, exceed, excel, go beyond, 

leave behind, outclass, outdistance, outdo, 

outshine, outstrip, overshadow, top, transcend, 

worst. 


surplice /'ss:plis/ noun loose full-sleeved white 
vestment worn by clergy etc. 

surplus /'s3:pləs/ noun 1 amount left over when 
requirements have been met. 2 excess of income 
over spending. @ adjective exceeding what is 


needed or used. 
m noun balance, excess, extra, glut, oversupply, 


remainder, residue, superfluity, surfeit. 


surprise /sə'praız/ noun 1 unexpected or aston- 
ishing thing. 2 emotion caused by this. 3 catch- 
ing or being caught unawares. © adjective made, 
done, etc. without warning. © verb(-sing) 1 affect 
with surprise. 2 (usually in passive; + at) shock, 
scandalize. 3 capture by surprise. 4 come upon 
(person) unawares. 5 (+ into) startle, betray, etc. 
(person) into doing something. a surprising 
adjective. surprisingly adverb. 
m noun 1 blow, bolt from the blue, bombshell, 
colloquial eye-opener, jolt, shock. 2 alarm, 
amazement, astonishment, consternation, 
dismay, incredulity, stupefaction, wonder. @ verb 
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41, 2amaze, astonish, astound, disconcert, dismay, 
dumbfound, flabbergast, colloquial knock for six, 
nonplus, rock, shatter, shock, stagger, startle, 
stun, stupefy, take aback, colloquial throw; 
(surprised) incredulous, speechless, struck dumb, 
thunderstruck. 3, 4 capture, catch out, catch 
red-handed, come upon, detect, discover, take 
unawares. O surprising amazing, astonishing, 
astounding, disconcerting, extraordinary, 
colloquial incredible, shocking, staggering, 
startling, colloquial stunning, sudden, 
unexpected, unforeseen, unlooked-for, 
unplanned, unpredictable, upsetting. 


surreal /sa'riel/ adjective unreal; dreamlike; 
bizarre. 
surrealism /sa'rializ(a)m/ noun 20th-c. move- 
ment in art and literature aiming to express 
subconscious mind by dream imagery etc. o sur- 
realist noun & adjective. surrealistic /-'lis-/ 
adjective. surrealistically /-'lis-/ adverb. 
surrender /sə'rendə/ verb 1 hand over, relin- 
quish. 2 submit, esp. to enemy. 3 (often surren- 
der oneself; + fo) yield to habit, emotion, 
influence, etc. 4 give up rights under (life- 
insurance policy) in return for smaller sum re- 
ceived immediately. © noun surrendering. 
u verb 1 abandon, formal cede, deliver up, forgo, 
give up, hand over, part with, relinquish, renounce, 
waive. 2 acquiesce, capitulate, cave in, collapse, 
concede, fall, give in, give oneself up, give up, give 
way, resign, submit, succumb, throw in the towel, 
yield. © noun capitulation, giving in, resignation, 
submission. 


surreptitious /sarap'tifas/ adjective done by 
stealth; underhand. o surreptitiously adverb. 
| m clandestine, concealed, covert, crafty, 
disguised, furtive, hidden, private, secret, 
secretive, colloquial shifty, sly, sneaky, stealthy, 
underhand. 


surrogate /'saragat/ noun 1 substitute. 2 
deputy, esp. of bishop. o surrogate mother 
woman who conceives and gives birth to child 
on behalf of woman unable to do so. 0 surrogacy 
noun. 


surround /sa'raund/ verb come or be all round; 
encircle, enclose. © noun border or edging, esp. 
area between walls and carpet. o surrounding 
adjective. 

m verb beset, besiege, cocoon, cordon off, 

encircle, enclose, encompass, engulf, envelop, 

girdle, hedge in, hemin, ring, skirt, trap, wrap. 

o surrounding adjacent, adjoining, bordering, 

local, nearby, neighbouring. 


surroundings plural noun things in neigh- 
bourhood of, or conditions affecting, person or 
thing; environment. 

m ambience, area, background, context, 

environment, environs, location, milieu, 

neighbourhood, setting, vicinity. 


surtax /'ss:teks/ noun additional tax, esp. on 
high incomes. 


surtitle /'s3:tart(ə)l/ moun caption translating 
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words of opera, projected on to screen above 
stage. 
surveillance /sa'verlans/ noun close watch 
undertaken by police etc., esp. on suspected 
person. 

m observation, reconnaissance, scrutiny, 
upervision, watch. 


survey verb /sə'ver/ 1 take or present general 
view of. 2 examine condition of (building etc.). 3 
determine boundaries, extent, ownership, etc. of 
(district etc.). © noun /'s3:vel/ 1 general view or 
consideration. 2 investigation of public opinion 
etc. 3 surveying of property. 4 result of this, 5 
map or plan made by surveying. 
a verb 1, 2 appraise, assess, estimate, evaluate, 
examine, inspect, investigate, look over, review, 
scrutinize, study, view, colloquial weigh up. 3 map 
out, measure, plan out, plot, reconnoitre, 
triangulate. © noun 1, 2 appraisal, assessment, 
census, count, evaluation, examination, inquiry, 
inspection, investigation, poll, review, scrutiny, 
study. 5 map, plan. 


surveyor /sə'verə/ noun person who surveys 
land and buildings, esp. professionally. 
survival /sa'varv(s)l/ noun 1 surviving. 2 relic. 


a 1 continuance, continued existence, 
persistence, subsistence. 


survive /sə'varv/ verb (-ving) 1 continue to live 
or exist. 2 live or exist longer than. 3 come alive 
through or continue to exist in spite of (danger, 
accident, etc.). o survivable adjective. survivor 
noun. 
u 1 bear up, carry on, continue, endure, keep 
going, last, live, persist, remain. 3 come through, 
live through, outlast, outlive, pull through, weather, 
withstand. : 


SUS =SUSS. ~ 
susceptibility noun (plural -ies) 1 being sus- 
ceptible. 2 (in plural) person’s feelings. 
susceptible /sə'septəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 impres- 
sionable, sensitive; easily moved by emotion. 2 
(+ to) accessible or sensitive to. 3 (+ of ) allowing, 
admitting of (proof etc.). 
u 1 impressionable, responsive, sensitive, 
suggestible, vulnerable. 2 (susceptible fo) 
affected by, disposed to, given to, inclined to, liable 
to, open to, predisposed to, prone to, responsive 
to, sensitive to, vulnerable to. 


suspect verb /səs'pekt/ 1 be inclined to think. 2 
have impression of the existence or presence of. 
3 (often + of ) mentally accuse; doubt innocence, 
genuineness, or truth of. @ noun /‘saspekt/ sus- 
pected person. © adjective /'saspekt/ subject to 
suspicion or distrust. 

m verb 1 believe, conjecture, consider, guess, 

imagine, infer, presume, speculate, suppose, 

surmise, think. 3 call into question, disbelieve, 
distrust, doubt, have suspicions about, mistrust. 
© adjective doubtful, dubious, inadequate, 
questionable, shady, suspected, suspicious, 
unconvincing, unreliable, unsatisfactory, 
untrustworthy. 
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suspend /sas'pend/ verb 1 hangup. 2 keep inop- 
erative or undecided temporarily. 3 debar tem- 
porarily from function, office, etc. 4 (as 
suspended adjective) (of particles or body in 
fluid) floating between top and bottom. o sus- 
pended animation temporary deathlike condi- 
tion. suspended sentence judicial sentence 
remaining unenforced on condition of good 
behaviour. 
a 1 dangle, hang, swing. 2 adjourn, break off, 
defer, delay, discontinue, freeze, hold in abeyance, 
hold up, interrupt, postpone, put off, shelve. 3 
debar, dismiss, exclude, expel, lay off, lock out, 
send down. 


suspender noun 1 attachment to hold up stock- 
ing or sock by its top. 2 (in plural) US pair of 
braces. O suspender belt woman's undergar- 
ment with suspenders. 

suspense /sas'pens/ noun state of anxious 
uncertainty or expectation. o suspenseful ad- 
jective. 

u anticipation, anxiety, apprehension, doubt, 

drama, excitement, expectancy, expectation, 

insecurity, irresolution, nervousness, not 

knowing, tension, uncertainty, waiting. 


suspension /sas'penJ(2)n/ noun 1 suspending, 
being suspended. 2 means by which vehicle is 
supported on its axles. 3 substance consisting 
of particles suspended in fluid. a suspension 
bridge bridge with roadway suspended from 
cables supported by towers. 

suspicion /sas'prJ(a)n/ noun 1 unconfirmed 
belief; distrust. 2 suspecting, being suspected. 3 
(+ of) slight trace of. 

a 1 apprehension, apprehensiveness, caution, 

distrust, doubt, literary dubiety, dubiousness, 

guess, hunch, impression, misgiving, mistrust, 

presentiment, qualm, scepticism, uncertainty, 

wariness. 3 glimmer, hint, inkling, shadow, 

suggestion, tinge, touch, trace. 


suspicious /ses'pifas/ adjective 1 prone to or 
feeling suspicion. 2 indicating or justifying sus- 
picion. o suspiciously adverb. 
m 1 apprehensive, chary, disbelieving, distrustful, 
doubtful, dubious, incredulous, in doubt, 
mistrustful, sceptical, uncertain, unconvinced, 
uneasy, wary. 2 disreputable, dubious, slang fishy, 
peculiar, questionable, shady, suspect, 
suspected, unreliable, untrustworthy. 


suss /sas/ verb (also sus) (-ss-) slang (usually + 
out) 1 investigate; inspect. 2 understand; work 
out. 

sustain /sas'tem/ verb 1 bear weight of; support, 
esp. for long period. 2 encourage, support. 3 
endure, stand. 4 (of food) nourish. 5 undergo 
(defeat, injury, loss, etc.). 6 (of court etc.) decide 
in favour of; uphold. 7 substantiate, corroborate. 
8 keep up (effort etc.). o sustainable adjective. 

E 1 see SUPPORT verb 1,2. 2 see SUPPORT Verb 4.8 

continue, extend, keep alive, keep going, keep up, 

maintain, prolong. G 


sustenance /'sastməns/ noun 1 nourishment, 
food. 2 means of support. 


suspend | swamp 


u1 eatables, edibles, food, foodstuffs, 
nourishment, nutriment, jocular provender, 
provisions, rations, victuals. 


suture I'su:tfe/ noun 1 joining edges of wound 
or incision by stitching. 2 stitch or thread etc. 
used for this. verb (ring) stitch (wound, 
incision). 


suzerain /'su:zaran/ noun 1 historical feudal 

overlord. 2 archaic sovereign or state having 
some control over another state that is internally 
self-governing. O suzerainty noun. 


svelte /svelt/ adjective slim, slender, graceful. 
SW abbreviation south-west(ern). 


swab /swob/ noun 1 absorbent pad used in 
surgery. 2 specimen of secretion etc. taken for 
examination. 3 mop etc. for cleaning or mopping 
up. @verb (-bb-) 1 clean with swab. 2 (+ up) 
anid (moisture) with swab. 3 mop clean (ship’s 


swaddle /'swod(ə)l/ verb (-ling) wrap tightly in 
bandages, wrappings, etc. o swaddling-clothes 
narrow bandages formerly wrapped round 
newborn child to restrain its movements. 

swag noun 1 slang thief's booty. 2 Australian & 
NZ traveller's bundle. 3 festoon of flowers, 
foliage, drapery, etc. 


| u 1 booty, loot, plunder, takings. 


swagger /'swægə/ verb walk or behave arro- 
gantly or self-importantly. e noun swaggering 
gait or manner. o swaggerer noun. 


m verb parade, prance, colloquial show off, strut, 
colloquial swank. 


swain noun 1 archaic country youth. 2 poetical 
young lover or suitor. 

swallow' /'swoləu/ verb 1 make or let (food etc.) 
pass down one’s throat. 2 accept meekly or gul- 
libly. 3 repress (emotion). 4 (often + up) engulf: 
absorb; make disappear. 5 say (words etc.) indis- 
tinctly. © noun 1 act of swallowing. 2 amount 
swallowed. 

m verb 1 consume, drink, eat, gulp down, guzzle, 

ingest, take down. 4 (swallow up) absorb, 

assimilate, consume, enclose, enfold, engulf, 

swamp. 


swallow? /‘swoleu/ noun migratory swift-flying 
bird with forked tail. a swallow-dive dive with 
arms spread sideways. swallow-tail 1 deeply 
forked tail. 2 butterfly etc. with this. 

swam past of swim. 

swamp /swomp/ moun piece of wet spongy 
ground. @verb 1 submerge, inundate. 2 cause 
to fill with water and sink. 3 overwhelm with 
numbers or quantity. o swampy adjective (-ier, 
-iest). 

a noun bog, fen, marsh, marshland, literary 

morass, mud, mudflats, quagmire, salt marsh, 

slough, wetlands. @ verb deluge, drench, engulf, 

envelop, flood, immerse, inundate, overcome, 

overwhelm, sink, submerge, swallow up. 

u swampy boggy, marshy, muddy, soft, soggy, 

unstable, waterlogged, wet. 


swan | sweeping 


swan /swon/ noun large web-footed usually 
white waterfowl with long flexible neck. @ verb 
(-nn-) (usually + about, off, etc.) colloquial move 
about casually or with superior manner. 
o swansong person’s last work or performance 
before death, retirement, etc. 


swank colloquial noun ostentation, swagger. 
© verb show off. o swanky adjective (-ier, -iest). 

swap /swop/ (also swop) verb (-pp-) exchange, 
barter. © noun 1 act of swapping. 2 thing suitable 
for swapping. 

sward /swo:d/ noun literary expanse of short 
grass. 

swarf /swo:f/ noun fine chips or filings of stone, 
metal, etc. 

swarm! /swo:m/ noun 1 cluster of bees leaving 
hive etc. with queen bee to establish new colony. 
2 large group of insects, birds, or people. 3 (in 
plural; + of ) great numbers. © verb 1 move in or 
form swarm. 2 (+ with) be overrun or crowded 
with. : 

u noun 1, 2 army, cloud, crowd, usually ` 

derogatory horde, host, multitude, throng. © verb 

1 cluster, congregate, crowd, flock, gather, mass, 

throng. 2 (swarm with) see TEEM’ 2. 


swarm? /swo:m/ verb (+ up) climb (rope, tree, 
etc.) clasping or clinging with arms and legs. 


| m (swarm up) see CLIMB verb 1. 


swarthy /'swo:61/ adjective (-ier, -iest) dark- 
complexioned; dark in colour. 
u brown, dark, dark-complexioned, dark-skinned, 
dusky, tanned. 


swashbuckler /‘swoJbakla/ noun swaggering 
adventurer. o swashbuckling adjective & noun. 
a o swashbuckling adjective adventurous, bold, 
daredevil, daring, dashing, macho, manly, 
swaggering. 


swastika /'swnstike/ noun 1 ancient symbol 
formed by equal-armed cross with each arm con- 
tinued at a right angle. 2 this with clockwise con- 
tinuations as symbol of Nazi Germany. 


swat /swot/ verb (-tt-) 1 crush (fly etc.) with blow. 
2 hit hard and abruptly. © moun act of swatting. 


swatch /swotJ/ noun 1 sample, esp. of cloth. 2 
collection of samples. 


swath /swo:6/ noun (also swathe /swe1d/) 1 ridge 
ofcut grass, corn, etc. 2space left clear by mower, 
scythe, etc. 


swathe /swe1ð/ verb (-thing) bind or wrap in 
bandages, garments, etc. 


sway verb‘ (cause to) move unsteadily from side 
to side. 2 oscillate irregularly; waver. 3 have 
influence over. @ noun 1 influence; rule, govern- 
ment. 2 swaying motion. 

j m verb 1,2 bend, fluctuate, lean from side to side, 
oscillate, rock, roll, swing, undulate, wave, waver. 
3 affect, bias, bring round, convert, convince, 
influence, persuade, win over. 


swear /swea/ verb (past swore; past participle 
sworn) 1 state or promise on oath. 2 cause to take 
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oath. 3 colloquial insist. 4 (often + at) use profane 
or obscene language. 5 (+ by) appeal to as witness 
or guarantee of oath. 6 (+ by) colloquial have 
great confidence in. o swear in admit to office 
etc. by administering oath. swear off colloquial 
promise to keep off (drink etc.). swear word 
profane or obscene word. 

u 1, 3 affirm, asseverate, attest, formal aver, 
formal avow, declare, give one’s word, insist, 
pledge, promise, state on oath, take an oath, testify, 
formal vouchsafe, vow. 4 blaspheme, curse, 
execrate, utter profanities. oO swear word 
blasphemy, curse, execration, expletive, 
four-letter word, formal imprecation, oath, 
obscenity, profanity. 


sweat /swet/ noun 1 moisture exuded through 
pores, esp. when one is hot or nervous. 2 state or 
period of sweating. 3 colloquial state ofanxiety. 4 
colloquialdrudgery, effort. 5 colloquial laborious 
task or undertaking. 6 condensed moisture on 
surface. © verb( past and past participle sweated 
or US sweat) 1 exude sweat. 2 be terrified, suffer, 
etc. 3 (of wall etc.) show surface moisture. 4 
(cause to) toil or drudge. 5 emit like sweat. 6 
make (horse, athlete, etc.) sweat by exercise. 7 
(as sweated adjective) (of goods, labour, etc.) pro- 
duced by or subjected to exploitation. 0 no sweat 
colloquial no bother; no trouble. sweatband 
band of absorbent material inside hat or round 
head, wrist, etc. to soak up sweat. sweatshirt 
sleeved cotton sweater. sweatshop workshop 
where sweated labour is employed. o sweaty 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 

a verb 1 perspire. 4 see work verb 1. o sweaty 

clammy, damp, moist, perspiring, sticky, sweating. 


sweater noun woollen etc. pullover. 


Swede noun 1 native or national of Sweden. 2 
(swede) large yellow variety of turnip. 

Swedish /'swi:d1J/ adjective of Sweden. © noun 
language of Sweden. 

sweep verb (past & past participle swept) 1 
clean or clear (room, area, etc.) (as) witha broom. 
2 (often + up) collect or remove (dirt etc.) by 
sweeping. 3 (+ aside, away, etc.) dismiss 
abruptly. 4 (+ along, down, etc.) drive or carry 
along with force. 5 (+ off, away, etc.) remove or 
clear forcefully. 6 traverse swiftly or lightly. 7 
impart sweeping motion to. 8 glide swiftly; 80 
majestically. 9 (of landscape etc.) be rolling or 
spacious. © noun 1 act or motion of sweeping. 2 
curve in road etc. 3 range, scope. 4 chimney 
sweep. 5 sortie by aircraft. 6 colloquial sweep- 
stake. o sweep the board 1 win all the money 
in gambling game. 2 win all possible prizes etc. 
sweepstake form of gambling on horse races etc. 
in which money staked is divided among those 
who have drawn numbered tickets for winners. 


m verb 1 brush, clean, clear, dust, tidy up. 5 (sweeP 
away) see REMOVE verb 1.8 see MOVE verb 4. 
sweeping adjective 1 wide in range or effect. 


2 generalized, arbitrary. © noun (in plural) dirt 
etc. collected by sweeping. 


adjective 1 see GENERAL adjective 1.2 see 
SUPERFICIAL 2. 
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sweet adjective 1 tasting like sugar, honey, etc. 
2 smelling pleasant like roses, perfume, etc.; fra- 
grant. 3 melodious. 4 fresh. 5 not sour or bitter. 
6 gratifying, attractive. 7 amiable, gentle. 8 collo- 
quial pretty. 9 (+ on) colloquial fond of: in love 
with. @noun 1 small shaped piece of sugar or 
chocolate confectionery. 2 sweet dish forming 
course of meal. o sweet and sour cooked in 
sauce with sugar, vinegar, etc. sweetbread pan- 
creas or thymus of animal, as food. sweet-brier 
single-flowered fragrant-leaved wild rose. 
sweetcorn sweet-flavoured maize kernels. 
sweetheart either of pair of lovers. sweetmeat 
archaic 1 asweet.2asmall fancy cake. sweet pea 
climbing garden annual with scented flowers in 
many colours. sweet pepper fruit of capsicum. 
sweet potato tropical plant with edible tuberous 
roots. sweet-talk flatter in order to persuade. 
sweet tooth liking for sweet-tasting things. 
sweet william garden plant with close clusters 
of sweet-smelling flowers. o sweetish adjective. 
sweetly adverb. 
a adjective 1 cloying, honeyed, luscious, mellow, 
saccharine, sickly, sugary, sweetened, syrupy, 
treacly. 2 aromatic, fragrant, perfumed, scented, 
sweet-scented, sweet-smelling. 3 dulcet, 
euphonious, harmonious, mellifluous, melodious, 
musical, pleasant, silvery, soothing, tuneful. 7° 
affectionate, amiable, charming, dear, endearing, 
engaging, friendly, genial, gentle, gracious, 
lovable, colloquial lovely, nice, pretty, unselfish, 
winning. © noun 1 bon-bon, US candy, drop, 
fondant, pastille, colloquial sweetie, archaic 
sweetmeat, toffee; (sweets) confectionery. 2 
colloquial afters, dessert, pudding. 


sweeten verb 1 make or become sweet(er). 2 
make agreeable or less painful. o sweetening 
noun. 


u 1 sugar. 2 appease, assuage, calm, mellow, 
‘mollify, pacify, soothe. 


sweetener noun 1 thing that sweetens. 2 collo- 
quial bribe. 


sweetie noun colloquial 1 a sweet. 2 sweet- 
heart. 


sweetness noun being sweet; fragrance. 
O sweetness and light (esp. uncharacteristic) 
mildness and reason. 


swell verb (past participle swollen /‘swavlen/ or 
-ed) 1 (cause to) grow bigger, louder, or more 
intense. 2 rise or raise up. 3 (+ owt) bulge out. 4 
(of heart etc.) feel full of joy, pride, etc. 5 (+ with) 
be hardly able to restrain (pride etc.). @ noun 1 
act or state of swelling. 2 heaving of sea etc. with 
unbreaking rolling waves. 3 crescendo. 4 mech- 
anism in organ etc. for gradually varying 
volume. 5 colloquial fashionable or stylish 
person. © adjective esp. US colloquial fine, ex- 
cellent. o swelled head (also swollen head) 
colloquial conceit. swollen-headed colloquial 
conceited. 
u verb 1 augment, blow up, boost, build up, dilate, 
enlarge, expand, extend, grow, heighten, 
increase, intensify, mushroom, raise, rise, step up. 
3 (swell out) balloon, belly (out), billow, bloat, blow 


sweet | swindle 


up, bulge out, distend, expand. f 
inflate, puff up. ne aces 


swelling noun a 

W Boia bnormally swollen place, esp. 
m blister, boil, bulge, bump, distension, 
enlargement, excrescence, hump, inflammation, 
knob, lump, node, nodule, prominence, 
protrusion, protuberance, tumescence, tumour. 


swelter /'swelta/ verb be uncomfortably hot. 
@noun sweltering condition. O sweltering 
adjective. 

m o sweltering hot, humid, muggy, oppressive, 

steamy, sticky, stifling, sultry, torrid, tropical. 


swept past & past participle of SWEEP. 

Swerve verb (-ving) (cause to) change direction, 
esp. suddenly. @ noun swerving motion. 

u verb career, deviate, diverge, dodge about, 

sheer off, swing, turn aside, veer, wheel. 


swift adjective 1 rapid, quick. 2 prompt. e noun 
swift-flying long-winged migratory bird. 


a swiftly adverb. swiftness noun. 
B adjective agile, brisk, expeditious, fast, poetical 
or literary fleet, fleet-footed, hasty, hurried, nimble, 
colloquial nippy, prompt, quick, rapid, speedy, 
sudden. 


swig colloquial verb (-gg-) drink in large 
draughts. © noun swallow of liquid, esp. of large 
amount. 

swill verb 1 (often + ouf) rinse; pour water over 
or through. 2 drink greedily. @ noun 1 swilling. 
2 mainly liquid refuse as pig-food. 


m verb 1 bathe, clean, rinse, wash. 2 see DRINK 
verb 1. 


swim verb (-mm-; past swam; past participle 
swum) 1 propel body through water with limbs, 
fins, etc. 2 perform (stroke) or cross (river etc.) 
by swimming. 3 float on liquid. 4 appear to undu- 
late, reel, or whirl. 5 (of head) feel dizzy. 6 (+ in, 
with) be flooded. @ noun act or spell ofswimming. 
nin the swim colloquial involved in or aware 
of what is going on. swimming bath, pool pool 
constructed for swimming. swimming costume 
bathing costume. swimsuit swimming costume, 
esp. one-piece for women and girls. swimwear 
clothing for swimming in. a swimmer noun. 


m verb 1 bathe, take a dip. o swimming bath, 
pool baths, lido. swimsuit bathing costume, 
bikini, swimwear, trunks. 


swimmingly adverb colloquial smoothly; 
without obstruction. 
swindle /'swmd(ə)l/ verb (-ling) (often + out of) 
cheat of money etc.; defraud. ezoun 1 act of 
swindling. 2 fraudulent person or thing. 
o swindler noun. 
a verb colloquial bamboozle, cheat, slang con, 
literary cozen, deceive, defraud, colloquial diddle, 
slang do, double-cross, dupe, exploit, slang fiddle, 
fleece, fool, gull, hoax, hoodwink, colloquial pulla 
fast one on, colloquial rook, colloquial take fora 
ride, trick, welsh (on a bet). © noun 1 cheating, 
chicanery, deception, double-dealing, fraud, 


swine | swot 


| knavery, sharp practice, trickery. 2 cheat, slang 
con, confidence trick, fraud, hoax, slang racket, 
colloquial rip-off, colloquial swizz, trick. 

| O swindler charlatan, cheat, cheater, con man, 

| counterfeiter, double-crosser, extortioner, forger, 
fraud, hoaxer, impostor, knave, mountebank, 
quack, racketeer, scoundrel, colloquial shark, 


| colloquial shyster, trickster, colloquial twister. 


swine noun (plural same) 1 formal or US pig. 2 
(plural same or -s) colloquial disgusting person; 
unpleasant or difficult thing. oswinish adjec- 
tive. 

swing verb (past & past participle swung) 1 

(cause to) move with to-and-fro or curving 
motion. 2 sway or hang like pendulum or door 
etc. 3 oscillate. 4 move by gripping something 
and leaping etc. 5 walk with swinging gait. 6 
(cause to) change direction. 7 (+ round) move to 
face opposite direction. 8 (+ at) attempt to hit. 9 
colloquial (of party etc.) be lively. 10 have 
decisive influence on (voting etc.). 11 change 
from one opinion, mood, etc. to another. 12 collo- 
quial be executed by hanging. onoun 1 act, 
motion, or extent of swinging. 2 swinging or 
smooth gait, rhythm, or action. 3 seat slung by 
ropes, chains, etc. for swinging on or in. 4 spell 
ofswinging thus. 5smooth rhythmicjazz or jazzy 
dance music. 6 amount by which votes etc. 
change from one side to another. o swingboat 
boat-shaped swing at fairs etc. swing-bridge 
bridge that can be swung aside to let ships etc. 
pass. swing-door door that swings in either dir- 
ection and closes by itself when released. swings 
and roundabouts situation allowing equal gain 
and loss. swing-wing (aircraft) with wings that 
can pivot to point sideways or backwards. 
o swinger noun. 

m verb 1-3 be suspended, dangle, flap, fluctuate, 

hang loosely, move from side to side, move to and 

fro, oscillate, revolve, rock, roll, sway, swivel, turn, 
twirl, wave about, zigzag. 6 deviate, divert, go off 
course, swerve, turn, veer. 7 (swing round) pivot, 
swivel, wheel. 10 affect, bias, bring round, 
convert, convince, govern, influence, persuade, 
sway, win over. 11 change, fluctuate, oscillate, 

shift, transfer, vacillate, vary, waver. © noun 1 

oscillation, sway, sweep. 6 change, fluctuation, 

movement, shift, variation. 


swingeing /‘swmd3m/ adjective 1 (of blow etc.) 
forcible. 2 huge, far-reaching. 


swipe colloquial verb (-ping) 1 (often + at) hit 
hard and recklessly. 2 steal. e noun reckless 
hard hit or attempt to hit. 


m verb 1 hit, lash outat, strike, swing at. 2see STEAL 
verb 1. 


swirl verb move, flow, or carry along with 
whirling motion. @ noun 1 swirling motion. 2 
twist, curl. o swirly adjective. 


m verb boil, churn, circulate, curl, eddy, seethe, 
spin, surge, twirl, twist, whirl. 


swish verb 1 swing (cane, scythe, etc.) audibly 
through air, grass, etc. 2 move with or make 
swishing sound. @noun swishing action or 
sound. © adjective colloquial smart, fashionable. 
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Swiss adjective of Switzerland. © noun (plural 
same) native or national of Switzerland. n Swiss 
roll cylindrical cake, made by rolling up thin flat 
sponge cake spread with jam etc. 


switch noun 1 device for making and breaking 
connection in electric circuit. 2 transfer 
changeover, deviation. 3 flexible shoot cut from 
tree. 4 light tapering rod. 5 US railway points 
© verb 1 (+ on, off) turn (electrical device) on op 
off. 2 change or transfer (position, subject, etc.), 
3 exchange. 4 whip or flick with switch. 
o switchback 1 ride at fair etc. with extremely 
steep ascents and descents. 2 similar railway or 
road. switchboard apparatus for varying con- 
nections between electric circuits, esp. in tele- 
phony. switched-on colloquial up to date; aware 
of what is going on. switch off colloquial cease to 
pay attention. 

m verb 2 change, divert, redirect, shift, transfer, 

turn. 3 change, exchange, replace, reverse, 

substitute, swap. 


swivel /‘swiv(9)l/ noun coupling between two 
parts etc. so that one can turn freely without the 
other. © verb (-ll-; US -I-) turn (as) on swivel; 
swing round. o swivel chair chair with revolv- 
ing seat. 

u verb gyrate, pirouette, pivot, revolve, rotate, 

spin, swing, turn, twirl, wheel. 


swizz noun (also swiz) colloquial 1 something 
disappointing. 2 swindle. 


swizzle /'swiz(a)l/ noun 1 colloquial frothy 
mixed alcoholic drink, esp. of rum or gin and 
bitters. 2 colloquial swizz. a swizzle-stick stick 
used for frothing or flattening drinks. 


swollen past participle of swELL. 
swoon /swu:n/ verb & noun literary faint. 


swoop /swu:p/ verb 1 (often + down) come down 
with rush like bird of prey. 2 (often + on) make 
sudden attack. © noun act of swooping; sudden 
pounce. 


m verb 1 descend, dive, drop, fall, fly down, lunge, 
plunge, pounce. 2 (swoop on) see RAID verb 1. 


swop = swap. 


sword /so:d/ noun weapon with long blade for 
cutting or thrusting. o put to the sword kill. 
sword dance dance with brandishing of swords, 
or steps about swords laid on ground. swordfish 
(pluralsame or -es) large sea fish with swordlike 
upper jaw. swordplay 1 fencing. 2 repartee; 
lively arguing. swordsman person of (usually 
specified) skill with sword. swordstick hollow 
walking stick containing sword blade. 


m poetical blade, historical cutlass, dagger, foil, 
rapier, sabre, scimitar. 


swore past of SWEAR. 


Sworn past participle of swear. © adjectivebound 
(as) by oath. A 
swot colloquial verb (-tt-) 1 study hard. 
(usually + up, up on) study (subject) hard or ay 
riedly. @ noun usually derogatory person W! 
swots. 


781 


swum past participle of swim. 

swung past & past participle of swinc. 

sybarite ['stbarart/ noun self-indulgent or lux- 
ury-loving person. o sybaritic /“rit-/ adjective. 

sycamore /‘stkema:/ noun 1 large maple tree. 2 
its wood. 3 US plane tree. 4 US its wood. 

sycophant /'srkəfænt/ noun flatterer, toady. 
Osycophancy noun. sycophantic /-fæn-/ ad- 
jective. 

a o sycophantic colloquial crawling, flattering, 

obsequious, servile, colloquial smarmy, toadying, 

unctuous. 


syllabic /srlæbık/ adjective of or in syllables. 
o syllabically adverb. 

syllable /'sləb(ə)l/ noun unit of pronunciation 
forming whole or part of word, usually con- 
sisting of vowel sound with consonant(s) before 
or after (see panel). o in words of one syllable 
plainly, bluntly. 

syllabub /‘stlebab/ noun dessert of cream or 
milk sweetened and whipped with wine etc. 

syllabus /‘silabas/ noun (plural -buses or -bi 
/-bat/) programme or outline of course of study, 
teaching, etc. 


| a course, curriculum, outline, programme. 


syllogism /'siled3iz(a)m/ noun form of 
reasoning in which from two propositions a 
third is deduced. o syllogistic /-'d31s-/ adjective. 

sylph /silf/ noun 1 elemental spirit of air. 2 
slender graceful woman. o sylphlike adjective. 

sylvan /'silv(2)n/ adjective (also silvan) 1 of the 
woods. 2 having woods. 3 rural. 


a 1 arboreal, leafy, tree-covered, wooded. 


symbiosis /simbar'susis/ noun (plural -bioses 
/-si:z/) 1 (usually mutually advantageous) associ- 
ation of two different organisms living attached 
toone another etc. 2 mutually advantageous con- 
nection between people. o symbiotic /-'ot-/ 
adjective. 
symbol /'smb(ə)l/ noun 1 thing generally 
regarded as typifying, representing, or recalling 
something. 2 mark, sign, etc. representing 
object, idea, process, etc. asymbolic /-'bol-/ 
adjective. symbolically /-'bol-/ adverb. 
u badge, brand, character, cipher, coat of arms, 
crest, emblem, figure, hieroglyph, icon, 
ideogram, ideograph, image, insignia, logo, mark, 
monogram, motif, pictogram, pictograph, sign, 
token, trade mark. o symbolic allegorical, 


swum | sympathy © 


emblematic, figurative, meaningful, metaphorical 
representative, significant, Suggestive, B A 
symptomatic, token (gesture). 


symbolism noun 1 use of symbols. 2 symbols. 
3 artistic movement or style using EE to 
express ideas, emotions, etc. 0 symbolist noun. 


symbolize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 b 
symbol of. 2 represent by Asa a pe 
m 1 beasignof, betoken, communicate, connote, 
denote, epitomize, imply, indicate, mean, 
represent, signify, stand for, suggest. 2 denote, 
indicate, represent, signify. 


symmetry /‘smutri/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
correct proportion of parts. 2 beauty resulting 
from this. 3 structure allowing object to be 
divided into parts of equal shape and size. 4 pos- 
session of such structure. 5 repetition of exactly 
similar parts facing each other or a centre. 
Osymmetric adjective. symmetrical /-'met-/ 
adjective. symmetrically /-'met-/ adverb. 


u o symmetrical balanced, even, proportional, 
regular. 


sympathetic /smpə'ðetrk/ adjective 1 of or 
expressing sympathy. 2 likeable, pleasant. 3 (+ 
to) favouring (proposal etc.). o sympathetically 
adverb. 
m 1 benevolent, caring, charitable, comforting, 
commiserating, compassionate, concerned, 
consoling, empathetic, friendly, humane, 
interested, kind-hearted, kindly, merciful, pitying, 
soft-hearted, solicitous, sorry, supportive, tender, 
tolerant, understanding, warm. 


sympathize /‘simpabarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) (often + with) 1 feel or express sym- 
pathy. 2 agree. o sympathizer noun. 

m 1 (sympathize with) be sorry for, comfort, 

commiserate with, condole with, console, 

empathize with, feel for, identify with, pity, 

understand. 2 (sympathize with) agree with, 

favour, go along with, support. 


sympathy /'smpəðı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
sharing of another’s feelings. 2 (often + with) 
sharing or tendency to share emotion, sensation, 
condition, etc. of another person. 3 (in singular 
or plural) compassion; commiseration; condol- 
ences. 4 (often + with) agreement (with person 
etc.) in opinion or desire. o in sympathy (often + 
with) having, showing, or resulting from sym- 


pathy. 


Syllable. 


A syllable is the smallest unit of speech that can be pronounced in isolation, such as a, at, ta, or 
tat. A word can be made up of one or two or more syllables: . 


cat, fought, and twinge each have one syllable; 


rating, deny, and collapse each have two syllables; ; 
excitement, superman, and telephone each have three syllables; 
America and complicated each have four syllables; 
examination and uncontrollable each have five syllables. 


Scucvococoscocecocosoccsoocoocooooocoocoocoonoone 


symphony | system 


m 1-3 commiseration, compassion, concern, 
condolence, consideration, empathy, feeling, 
fellow feeling, kindness, mercy, pity, 
solicitousness, tenderness, understanding. 4 
affinity, agreement, concord, rapport, unanimity. 


symphony /'smfənı/ moun (plural -ies) 
musical composition in several movements for 
full orchestra. o symphony orchestra large 
orchestra playing symphonies etc. o symphonic 
/-‘fon-/ adjective. 

symposium /sm'psuziem/ noun (plural -sia) 
conference, or collection of essays, on particular 
subject. 


symptom /'simptem/ noun 1 physical or mental 
sign of disease or injury. 2 sign of existence of 
something. o symptomatic /-'mæt-/ adjective. 

m characteristic, evidence, feature, indication, 

manifestation, mark, marker, sign, warning, 

warning sign. 0 symptomatic characteristic, 

indicative, representative, suggestive, typical. 


synagogue /'sməgog/ noun building for 
Jewish religious instruction and worship. 


sync /smk/ (also synch) colloquial noun syn- 
chronization. © verb synchronize. o in or out of 
sync (often + with) according or agreeing well or 
badly. 


synchromesh /'smpkreumes/ noun system of 
gear-changing, esp. in vehicles, in which gear- 
wheels revolve at same speed during engage- 
ment. © adjective of this system. 


synchronize /'smkranarz/ verb (also -ise) 
(zing or -sing) 1 (often + with) make or be syn- 
chronous (with). 2 make sound and picture of 
(film etc.) coincide. 3 cause (clocks etc.) to show 
same time. o synchronization noun. 


synchronous /'smkranas/ adjective (often + 
with) existing or occurring at same time. 


syncopate /'smkapeit/ verb (-ting) 1 displace 
beats or accents in (music). 2 shorten (word) by 
omitting syllable or letter(s) in middle. 0 synco- 
pation noun. 


syncope /'smkəpı/ noun 1 Grammar syncopa- 
tion. 2 Medicine fainting through fall in blood 
pressure. 


syncretize /'smkrotaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing) attempt to unify or reconcile differing 
schools of thought. o syncretic /-'kret-/ adjective. 
syncretism noun. 


syndicalism /'sindikeliz(e)m/ noun historical 

movement for transferring industrial control 
and ownership to workers’ unions. o syndicalist 
noun. 


syndicate noun /'smdikat/ 1 combination of 
people, commercial firms, etc. to promote some 
common interest. 2 agency supplying material 
simultaneously to a number of periodicals etc. 3 
group of people who gamble, organize crime, etc. 
© verb /'smdrkert/ (-ting) 1 form into syndicate. 
2 publish (material) through syndicate. a syn- 
dication noun. 


syndrome /‘smdraum/ noun 1 group of concur- 
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rent symptoms of disease. 2 characteristic com- 
bination of opinions, emotions, etc. 

synod /'sməd/ noun Church council 
and lay people. 


synonym /'smənm/ noun word or phrase that 
has same meaning as or similar meaning to 
another word or phrase. 


synonymous /sr'nonmmas/ adjective 4 (often + 
with) having same meaning. 2 suggestive of 
associated with. t 

synopsis /srnopsıs/ noun (plural synopses 
/-si:z/) summary; outline. 

synoptic /si'noptik/ adjective of or giving syn- 
opsis. 0 Synoptic Gospels those of Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke. 


syntax /'smtzks/ noun 1 grammatical arrange- 
ment of words. 2 rules or analysis of this. o syn- 
tactic /-'tæk-/ adjective. 

synthesis /‘sm@esis/ noun (plural -theses 
/-si:z/) 1 putting together of parts or elements to 
make up complex whole. 2 Chemistry artificial 
production of (esp. organic) substances from 
simpler ones. 

a amalgamation, blend, coalescence, 

combination, composite, compound, fusion, 

integration, union. 


of clergy 


synthesize /'smðəsaız/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) make synthesis of. 


synthesizer noun (also -iser) electronic, 
usually keyboard, instrument producing great 
variety of sounds. 


synthetic /sm'ðetık/ adjective 1 produced by 
synthesis, esp. to imitate natural product. 2 af- 
fected, insincere. © noun synthetic substance. 
o synthetically adverb. 

m adjective 1 artificial, bogus, concocted, 

counterfeit, ersatz, fabricated, fake, made up, 

man-made, manufactured, mock, colloquial 

phoney, simulated, spurious, unnatural. 


syphilis /'sifelis/ noun a contagious venereal 
disease. o syphilitic /-'lrt-/ adjective. 

Syrian /'strien/ noun native or national of Syria. 
© adjective of Syria. 

syringa /s'rmgə/ noun shrub with white 
scented flowers. 

syringe /st'rmd3/ noun device for drawing in 
quantity of liquid and ejecting it in fine stream. 
© verb (-ging) sluice or spray with syringe. 


| m noun hypodermic, needle. 


syrup /'srəp/ noun (US sirup) 1 sweet sauce of 
sugar dissolved in boiling water, often flavoured 
or medicated. 2 condensed sugar-cane juice; 
molasses, treacle. 3 excessive sweetness of 
manner. o syrupy adjective. 


system /'sistam/ noun 1 complex whole; set of 
connected things or parts; organized group © 
things. 2 set of organs in body with common 
structure or function. 3 human or animal body 
as organized whole. 4 method, scheme of action, 
procedure, or classification. 5 orderliness. 6 ioe: 
of principles forming philosophy, form of 80 
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ernment, etc. 7 (the system) prevailing political 
or social order, esp. seen as oppressive. o get 
(thing) out of one’s system get rid of (anxiety 
etc.). systems analysis analysis of complex 
process etc. so as to improve its efficiency, esp. 
by using computer. 

m 1 network, organization, set-up, structure. 4 
approach, arrangement, categorization, 
classification, logic, method, methodology, modus 
operandi, order, plan, practice, principles, 
procedure, process, routine, rules, scheme, 
science, technique, theory. 5 see ORDER noun 1,2, 
TIDINESS (TIDY). 6 code, constitution, discipline, 
philosophy, regime, set of principles. 


systematic /sista'mzttk/ adjective 1 method- 
ical; according to system. 2 deliberate. a sys- 
tematically adverb. 


systematic | systemic 


a 1 businesslike, categorized, classified, codified, 
constitutional, coordinated, logical, methodical, 
neat, ordered, orderly, organized, planned, 
rational, regimented, routine, scientific, structured, 
uy well arranged, well organized, well rehearsed, 
well run. 


systematize /'sıstəmətaırz/ verb (also -ise) 
(zing or -sing) make systematic. Osystem- 
atization noun. 
m arrange, catalogue, categorize, classify, codify, 
organize, rationalize, regiment, standardize, 
tabulate. 


systemic /sr'stemtk/ adjective 1 Physiology of 
the whole body. 2 (of insecticide etc.) entering 
plant tissues via roots and shoots. o systemic- 
ally adverb. 


suuveseuvecereucucsavcceccececesseossneususacsnsceuccnsesccusouscrasecucccsccussousesus: 


T noun oto a T exactly; to a nicety. T-bone 
T-shaped bone, esp. in steak from thin end of loin. 
T-junction junction, esp. of two roads, in shape 
of T. T-shirt short-sleeved casual top. T-square 
T-shaped instrument for drawing right angles. 


t. abbreviation (also t) 1 ton(s). 2 tonne(s). 
TA abbreviation Territorial Army. 
ta /ta:/ interjection colloquial thank you. 


tab‘ noun 1 small piece of material attached to 
thing for grasping, fastening, identifying, etc. 2 
US colloquial bill. 3 distinguishing mark on 
Officer’s collar. o keep tabs on colloquial have 
under observation or in check. 


tab? noun tabulator. 


tabard /'tæbəd/ noun 1 herald’s official coat 
emblazoned with arms of sovereign. 2 woman's 
or girl’s sleeveless jerkin. 3 historical knight’s 
short emblazoned garment worn over armour. 


tabasco jia'beskau/ noun 1 pungent pepper. 2 
(Tabasco) proprietary term sauce made from 
is. 


tabby /'tzbi/ noun (plural -ies) grey or brown- 
ish cat with dark stripes. 


tabernacle /'tæbənæk(ə)l/ noun 1 historical 

tent used as sanctuary by Israelites during 
Exodus. 2 niche or receptacle, esp. for bread and 
wine of Eucharist. 3 Nonconformist meeting- 
house. 


tabla /'tæblə/ noun pair of small Indian drums 
played with hands. 


table /'terb(ə)l/ noun 1 flat surface on legs used 
for eating, working at, etc. 2 food provided at 
table. 3 group seated for dinner etc. 4 set of facts 
or figures arrangedesp. in columns. 5 multiplica- 
‘tion table. © verb (-ling) 1 bring forward for dis- 
cussion at meeting etc. 2 esp. US postpone 
consideration of. oat table taking a meal. 
tablecloth cloth spread over table. tableland 
plateau. tablespoon 1 large spoon for serving 
etc. 2 (also tablespoonful) amount held by this. 
table tennis game played with small bats on 
table divided by net. tableware dishes etc. for 
meals. table wine wine of ordinary quality. turn 
the tables (often + on) reverse circumstances to 
one’s advantage. 
m noun 4 catalogue, chart, diagram, graph, index, 
inventory, list, register, schedule, tabulation, 
timetable. © verb 1 bring forward, offer, proffer, 
propose, submit. 


tableau /‘tzblau/ noun (plural -x /-2/) 1 pictur- 
esque presentation. 2 group of silent motionless 
people representing stage scene. 

table d'hôte /ta:b(e) 'daut/ noun meal from set 
menu at fixed price. 


PETES CSE EET CECT EIS TET ES 


Geccacvoretsesctysscnsscetuercnsascecssoscceevsscsevserevencseecsrseetors 


tablet /'tæbltt/ noun 1 small solid dose of medi- 
cine etc. 2 bar of soap etc. 3 flat slab of stone etc., 
esp. inscribed. 3 

m 1 capsule, drop, lozenge, pastille, pellet, pill. 2 

bar, block, chunk, piece, slab. 3 gravestone, 

headstone, memorial, plaque, plate, tombstone. 


tabloid /‘tebloid/ noun small-sized, often 
popular or sensational, newspaper. 


taboo /tə'bu:/ noun (plural -s) 1 ritual isolation 
of person or thing as sacred or accursed. 2 pro- 
hibition. © adjective avoided or prohibited, esp. 
by social custom. © verb (-oos, -ooed) 1 put 
under taboo. 2 exclude or prohibit, esp. socially. 
m noun 1 anathema, curse. 2 ban, interdiction, 
prohibition, proscription. © adjective banned, 
censored, disapproved of, forbidden, interdicted, 
Prohibited, proscribed, rude, unacceptable, 
unlawful, unmentionable, unnameable. 


tabor /'terbə/ noun historical small drum. 
tabular /‘tebjule/ adjective of or arranged in 
tables. 


tabulate /‘tebjulert/ verb (-ting) arrange 
(figures, facts) in tabular form. o tabulation 
noun. 


l 8 catalogue, index, list, pigeon-hole, systematize. 


tabulator noun device on typewriter etc. for 
advancing to sequence of set positions in tabular 
work. 


tachograph /'tækəgra:f/ noun device in 
vehicle to record speed and travel time. 
tachometer /ta'komita/ noun instrument 


measuring velocity or rate of shaft’s rotation 
(esp. in vehicle). 


tacit /‘teesit/ adjective implied or understood 
without being stated. o tacitly adverb. 
m implicit, implied, silent, undeclared, 
understood, unexpressed, unsaid, unspoken, 
unvoiced. 


taciturn /‘tesits:n/ adjective saying little; 
uncommunicative. n taciturnity /-'t3:n-/ noun. 


m mute, quiet, reserved, reticent, silent, 
tight-lipped, uncommunicative, unforthcoming. 


tack’ noun 1 small sharp broad-headed nail. 2 
US drawing-pin. 3 long stitch for fastening ma- 
terials lightly or temporarily together. 4 (in 
sailing) direction. 5 temporary change of direc- 
tion. 6 course of action or policy. @ verb 1 (often 
+ down etc.) fasten with tacks. 2 stitch lightly 
together. 3 (+ to, on, on to) add, append. 4 change 
ship's course by turning head to wind. 5 make 
series of such tacks. 
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a noun 2 drawing-pin, pin, tin-tack. 4 bearing, 
course, direction. 6 approach, course, direction, 
line, policy, procedure, technique. @ verb 4 fasten 
nail, pin. 2 sew, stitch. 3 (tack on) see ADD 1.4 beat 
against the wind, change course, go about, zigzag. 


tack? noun horse's saddle, bridle, etc. 


tack’ noun colloquial cheap or shoddy material; 
tat, kitsch. 


tackle /'tæk(ə)l/ noun 1 equipment for task or 
sport. 2 rope(s), pulley(s), etc. used in working 
sails, hoisting weights, etc. 3 tackling in football 
etc. © verb(-ling) 1 try to deal with (problem etc.). 
2 grapple with (opponent). 3 confront (person) in 
discussion. 4 intercept or stop (player running 
with ball etc.). o tackle-block pulley over which 
rope runs. o'tackler noun. 
u noun 1 accoutrements, apparatus, slang 
clobber, equipment, fittings, gear, implements, kit, 
outfit, paraphernalia, rig, tools. 2 rig, rigging. 3 
attack, block, challenge, interception, 
intervention. © verb 1 address (oneself to), apply 
oneself to, attempt, attend to, combat, come to 
grips with, concentrate on, confront, cope with, 
deal with, face up to, focus on, get involved in, 
grapple with, handle, have a go at, manage, set 
about, settle down to, sort out, take on, undertake. 
2 attack, grapple with, take on. 3 challenge, 
confront. 4 attack, challenge, intercept, stop, take 
on. 


tacky! /'tækı/ adjective (ier, -iest) slightly 
sticky. 

u adhesive, gluey, colloquial gooey, gummy, 

sticky, viscous, wet. 


tacky? /'tækı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 1 
in poor taste. 2 cheap, shoddy. 


taco /'teekau/ noun (plural -s) Mexican dish of 
meat etc. in crisp folded tortilla. 


tact noun 1 adroitness in dealing with people 
or circumstances. 2 intuitive perception of right 
thing to do or say. o tactful adjective. tactfully 
adverb. tactfulness noun. tactless adjective. 
tactlessly adverb. tactlessness noun. 
u adroitness, consideration, delicacy, diplomacy, 
discernment, discretion, finesse, judgement, 
perceptiveness, politeness, savoir faire, 
sensitivity, tactfulness, thoughtfulness, 
understanding. o tactful adroit, appropriate, 
considerate, courteous, delicate, diplomatic, 
discreet, judicious, perceptive, polite, politic, 
sensitive, thoughtful, understanding. tactless 
blundering, blunt, boorish, bungling, clumsy, 
discourteous, gauche, heavy-handed, hurtful, 
impolite, impolitic, inappropriate, inconsiderate, 
Indelicate, indiscreet, inept, insensitive, 
maladroit, misjudged, rude, thoughtless, uncivil, 
uncouth, undiplomatic, unkind.. 


tactic /‘teektik/ noun piece of tactics. 


tactical adjective 1 of tactics. 2 (of bombing etc.) 
done in immediate support of military or naval 
operation. 3 adroitly planning or planned. o tac- 
tically adverb. 


tack | tailor 


m 3 artful, calculated, clever, deliberate, pl 
or i ' ' al i 
Politic, prudent, shrewd, skilful, Sraa bes 


tactics [‘teektiks/ plural noun (also 
singular) 1 disposition of ee feet poe În 
warfare. 2 procedure calculated to gain some 
end. 3 skilful device(s). o tactician /+tJ-/ noun. 
@ 2, 3 approach, campaign, course of action, 
aaan Savica, manoeuvre, manoeuvring, plan, 
Y, policy, procedure, ruse, 1 
pails pi scheme, stratagem, 


tactile /'tæktail/ adjective 4 of sense of touch. 2 
perceived by touch. o tactility /-'til-/ noun. i 


tadpole /'tædpəvl/ noun larva of frog, toad, etc. 
a aeae of living in water and having gills and 


taffeta /'tæfitə/ noun fine lustrous silk or silk- 
like fabric. 


taffrail /'tæfrenl/ noun rail round ship's stern. 


tag noun 1 label, esp. to show address or price. 

2 metal point of shoelace etc. 3 loop or flap for 
handling or hanging thing. 4 loose or ragged end. 
5 trite quotation; stock phrase. @ verb (-gg-) 1 
furnish with tag(s). 2 (often + on, on to) join, 
attach. otag along (often + with) go along; 
accompany passively. 

m noun 1 docket, label, marker, slip, sticker, tab, 

ee 5 see SAYING. © verb 1 identify, label, mark, 

ticket. 


tagliatelle /telja'teli/ noun ribbon-shaped 
pasta. 


tail’ noun 1 hindmost part of animal, esp. 
extending beyond body. 2 thing like tail in form 
or position, esp. rear part of aeroplane, vehicle, 
etc., hanging part of back of shirt or coat, end of 
procession, luminous trail following comet, etc. 
3 inferior, weak, or last part of anything. 4 (in 
plural) colloquial tailcoat. 5 (in plural) collo- 
quial evening dress with this. 6 (in plural) 
reverse of coin turning up in toss. 7 colloquial 
person following another. @ verb 1 removestalks 
of (fruit etc.). 2 colloquial follow closely. o tail- 

back long queue of traffic caused by obstruction. 
tallboard hinged or removable back of lorry etc. 
tailcoat man’s coat divided at back into tails and 
cut away in front. tail-end hindmost or lowest or 
last part. tailgate 1 tailboard. 2 rear door of 
estate car. tail-light, -lamp US rear light on 
vehicle etc. tail off, away gradually diminish and 
cease. tailpiece 1 final part of thing. 2 decoration 
at end of chapter etc. tailplane horizontal aero- 
foil at tail of aircraft. tailspin 1 aircraft's spin- 
ning dive. 2 state of panic. tail wind one blowing 
in direction of travel. a tailless adjective. 


n verb 2 dog, follow, hunt, pursue, shadow, stalk, 
| track, trail. o tail off see DECLINE verb 1. 


tail? Law noun limitation of ownership, esp. of 
estate limited to person and his heirs. @ adjective 
so limited. 

tailor /‘tetla/ noun maker of (esp. men’s) outer 
garments to measure. @ verb 1 make (clothes) as 
tailor. 2 make or adapt for special purpose. 3 
work as tailor. o tailor-made 1 made by tailor. 2 


taint | talk 


made or suited for particular purpose. o tailored 
adjective. 


taint noun 1 spot or trace of decay, corruption, 
etc. 2 corrupt condition; infection. © verb 1 affect 
with taint; become tainted. 2 (+ with) affect 
slightly with. 

| m verb 1 adulterate, besmirch, blacken, blemish, 
contaminate, damage, defile, dirty, dishonour, 
harm, infect, poison, pollute, ruin, slander, smear, 
soil, spoil, stain, sully, tarnish. 


take verb (-king; past took /tuk/; past participle 
taken) 1 lay hold of. 2 acquire, capture, earn, 
win. 3 regularly buy (newspaper etc.). 4 occupy. 
5 make use of. 6 be effective. 7 consume; use up. 
8 accommodate. 9 carry; accompany. 10 remove; 
steal. 11 catch; be infected with. 12 be affected 
by (pleasure etc.). 13 ascertain and record. 14 
grasp mentally; understand. 15 accept; submit 
to. 16 deal with or regard in specified way. 17 
(+ for) regard as being. 18 teach; be taught or 
examined in. 19 submit to (exam). 20 make 
(photograph). 21 have as necessary accompani- 
ment, requirement, or part. 22 assume, choose. 
23 subtract. @ noun 1 amount taken or caught. 2 
scene or film sequence photographed continu- 
ously. u take after resemble (parent etc.). take 
against begin to dislike. take apart 1 dismantle. 
2 colloquial defeat. 3 colloquial criticize severely. 
take away 1 remove or carry elsewhere. 2 sub- 
tract. take-away 1 (cooked meal) bought at res- 
taurant for eating elsewhere. 2 restaurant 
selling this. take back 1 retract (statement). 2 
convey to original position. 3 carry in thought to 
past time. 4 return or accept back (goods). take 
down 1 write down (spoken words). 2 dismantle 
(structure). 3 lower (garment). take heart be 
encouraged. take-home pay employee's pay 
after deduction of tax etc. take In 1 receive as 
lodger etc. 2 undertake (work) at home. 3 mak 
(garment etc.) smaller. 4 understand. 5 cheat. 6 
include. take it 1 (often + that) assume. 2 collo- 
quial endure difficulty (in specified way). take it 
out of exhaust strength of. take (person's) life 
kill. take off 1 remove (clothing). 2 deduct. 3 
colloquial mimic. 4 begin a jump. 5 become air- 
borne. 6 (of scheme etc.) become successful. 
take-off noun 1 becoming airborne. 2 colloquial 
act of mimicking. take on 1 undertake. 2 
acquire. 3 engage. 4 agree to oppose at game. 5 
colloquial show strong emotion. take one’s time 
not hurry. take out 1 remove. 2 escort on outing. 
3 get (licence etc.). take over 1 succeed to man- 
agement or ownership of. 2 assume control. 
takeover noun. take part 1 have share. 2 be 
involved. take to 1 begin. 2 have recourse to. 3 
form liking for. take up 1 adopt as pursuit. 2 
accept (offer etc.). 3 occupy (time or space). 4 
absorb. 5 shorten (garment). 6 pursue (matter). 
7 (often + on) interrupt or correct (speaker). 
D taker noun. 
m verb 1 clasp, clutch, grab, grasp, grip, hold, lay 
hold of, pick up, pluck, seize, snatch. 2 abduct, 
acquire, arrest, capture, carry away, cart off, catch, 
corner, detain, ensnare, entrap, gain, get, secure, 
win. 5 engage, hire, make use of, travel by, use. 7 
consume, drink, eat, exhaust, have, swallow, use 


786 


up. 8 accommodate, carry, contain, have room fo, 
hold. 9 accompany, bring, carry, conduct, conve 5 
escort, ferry, fetch, guide, lead, transfer, transpo 
10 appropriate, colloquial lift, slang nick, slang ~ 
pinch, pocket, remove, steal, colloquial walk off 
with. 15 abide, accept, bear, brook, endure, 
receive, stand, stomach, submit to, suffer, tolerate, 
undergo, withstand. 18 givelessonsin,have ` 
lessons in, learn about, read, study, teach. 21 
demand, necessitate, need, require, 22 adopt, 
assume, choose, select. 23 deduct, subtract, take 
away. o take after see RESEMBLE. take against 
see DISLIKE Verb. take back 1 see WITHDRAW 2, 
take in 1 see ACCOMMODATE 1. 4 see UNDERSTAND 
1. 5 see DECEIVE 1. take (person’s) life see KILL 
verb 1. take off 1 see REMOVE verb 1.3 see 
IMITATE 2. take on 1 see UNDERTAKE 1. take out 1 
see REMOVE verb 1. takeover amalgamation, 
incorporation, merger. take part 2 see 
PARTICIPATE. take up 1 see BEGIN 1.2 see 
UNDERTAKE 1. 3 see OCCUPY 2. 


taking adjective attractive, captivating. © noun 
(in plural) money taken in business etc. 

a noun (takings) earnings, gains, gate, income, 

proceeds, profits, receipts, revenue. 


tale noun 1 talcum powder. 2 translucent 
mineral formed in thin plates. d 


talcum /'tælkəm/ noun 14 talc. 2 (in full talcum 
powder) usually perfumed powdered talc for 
toilet use. 


tale noun 1 narrative or story, esp. fictitious. 2 
allegation or gossip, often malicious. 

a 1 Account, anecdote, chronicle, narration, 

nayrative, report, slang spiel, story, colloquial 


alent /‘tzlont/ noun 1 special aptitude or gift. 2 
high mental ability. 3 people of talent. 4 collo- 
quial attractive members of opposite sex. 5 
ancient weight and money unit. o talent-scout, 
-spotter person seeking new talent, esp. in sport 
or entertainment. o talented adjective. 

u 1, 2 ability, accomplishment, aptitude, brains, 
brilliance, capacity, cleverness, expertise, facility, 
faculty, flair, genius, gift, ingenuity, knack, 
know-how, prowess, skill, strength, versatility. 

o talented able, accomplished, artistic, brilliant, 
clever, distinguished, expert, gifted, inspired, 
proficient, skilful, skilled, versatile. 


talisman /‘telizmon/ noun (plural -s) thing 
believed to bring good luck or protect from harm. 


| m amulet, charm, fetish, mascot. 


talk /to:k/ verb 1 (often + to, with) converse oF 
communicate verbally. 2 have power of speech. 
3 (often + about) express; utter; discuss. 4 Cp 
(language). 5 gossip. 6 betray secret. © oun 3 
conversation. 2 particular mode of speech. 
short address or lecture. 4 rumour or gossip. 
its theme. 6 colloquial empty words or boasting- 
7 (often in plural) discussions, negotiations: 
o talk big colloquial talk boastfully. talk ai 
1 silence by loud or persistent talking. 2 gu! k 
(pilot, aircraft) to landing by radio. 3 (+ to) spea 
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patronizingly to. talk into persuade by talking. 
talk of 1 discuss. 2 express intention of. talk over 
discuss. talk round persuade to change opinion 
etc. talk to rebuke, scold. o talker noun. 

a verb 1 chat, chatter, commune, communicate, 
confer, converse, deliver a speech, discourse, 
discuss, enunciate, exchange views, havea 
conversation, hold forth, lecture, negotiate, pipe 
up, pontificate, preach, rattle on, say something, 
sermonize, speak, spout, verbalize, vocalize; (talk 
to) see ADDRESS verb 3. 2 communicate, speak, use 
language, use one's voice, vocalize, 3 express, 
utter; (talk about) see Discuss. 4 communicate in, 
express oneself in, speak. 5 see Gossip verb. 6 
blab, confess, give information, slang grass, 
inform, colloquial let on, colloquial spill the beans, 
slang squeal, tell, tell tales. © zoun 1 chat, slang 
chinwag, colloquial chit-chat, confabulation, 
conference, conversation, dialogue, discourse, 
discussion, intercourse, powwow, words. 2 see 
SPEECH 3. 3 address, diatribe, exhortation, 
harangue, lecture, oration, pep talk, presentation, 
sermon, speech, tirade. 4 gossip, hearsay, rumour, 
tattle, tittle-tattle. 5 blarney, slang hot air, 
derogatory verbiage, words. 


talkative /'to:kativ/ adjective fond of talking. 
a chatty, communicative, effusive, eloquent, 
expansive, garrulous, gossipy, long-winded, 
loquacious, open, prolix, unstoppable, verbose, 
vocal, voluble, wordy. 


talkie noun colloquial early film with sound- 
track. 


talking adjective 1 that talks or can talk. 2 
expressive. © noun action or process of talking. 
Otalking of while we are discussing. talking 
point topic for discussion. talking-to colloquial 
scolding. 

tall /ta:1/ adjective 1 of more than average height. 
2 of specified height. 3 higher than surround- 
ings. o adverb as if tall; proudly. u tallboy tall 
chest of drawers. tall order unreasonable 
demand. tall ship high-masted sailing ship. tall 
story colloquial extravagant tale. uo tallness 
noun. 

adjective 1 see BIG adjective 1.3 colossal, giant, 

gigantic, high, lofty, soaring, towering. 


tallow /'tæləu/ noun hard (esp. animal) fat 
melted down to make candles, soap, etc. 


tally /‘teelt/ noun (plural-ies) 1 reckoning of debt 
or score. 2 mark registering number of objects 
delivered or received. 3 historical piece of 
notched wood for keeping account. 4 identifica- 
tion ticket or label. 5 counterpart, duplicate. 
© verb (-ies, -ied) 1 (often + with) agree, corre- 
spond. 2 (often + up) reckon by tally. 
a noun 1 addition, count, reckoning, record, sum, 
total. © verb 1 accord, agree, coincide, concur, 
correspond, match up, square. 2 (tally up) add (up), 
calculate, compute, count (up), reckon, total, work 
out. 


tally-ho /tzlrhau/ interjection: huntsman’s cry 
as signal on seeing fox. 
Talmud /‘teelmud/ noun body of Jewish civiland 


EEE’ 


talkative | tandoor 


ceremonial law. o Talmudic /-'mud-/ adj 
Talmudist noun. a ea 


talon /'tælən/ noun claw, esp. of bird of prey. 


talus /‘terlas/ noun (plural tali /-lat/) ankle-bone 
supporting tibia. 


tamarind ['tæmərmd/ noun 1 tropical ever- 
green tree. 2 its fruit pulp used as food and in 
S. 


tamarisk ['tæmərısk/ noun seaside shrub 
usually with small pink or white flowers. 


tambour /‘tembua/ noun 1 drum. 2 circular 
frame for stretching embroidery-work on. 


tambourine /tæmbə'ri:n/ noun small shallow 
drum with jingling discs in rim, shaken or 
banged as accompaniment. 
tame adjective 1 (of animal) domesticated; not 
wild or shy. 2 uninteresting, insipid. © verb 
(-ming) 1 make tame, domesticate. 2 subdue. 
o tamely adverb. tameness noun. tamer noun. 
m adjective 1 amenable, approachable, biddable, 
broken in, compliant, disciplined, docile, 
domesticated, fearless, friendly, gentle, 
house-trained, manageable, meek, mild, 
obedient, safe, sociable, subdued, submissive, 
tamed, tractable, trained, unafraid. 2 bland, 
boring, dull, feeble, flat, insipid, lifeless, tedious, 
unadventurous, unexciting, uninspiring, 
uninteresting, vapid, colloquial wishy-washy. 
@ verb 1 break in, domesticate, train. 2 conquer, 
curb, discipline, humble, keep under, master, 
mollify, mute, quell, repress, subdue, subjugate, 
suppress, temper, tone down. 


Tamil /‘teemi/ noun 1 member of a people in- 
habiting South India and Sri Lanka. 2 their lan- 
guage. © adjective of this people or language. 


tam-o’-shanter /tæmə'fæntə/ noun floppy 
woollen beret of Scottish origin. 


tamp verb ram down tightly. 


tamper /'tæmpə/ verb (+ with) meddle or inter- 
fere with. 


u (tamper with) alter, fiddle about with, Interfere 
with, make adjustments to, meddle with, tinker 
| with. 


tampon /‘tempnn/ noun plug of cotton wool etc. 
used esp. to absorb menstrual blood. 


tan! noun 1 suntan. 2 yellowish-brown colour. 
3 bark of oak etc. used for tanning. © adjective 
yellowish-brown. © verb (-nn-) 1 make or become 
brown by exposure to sun. 2 convert (raw hide) 
into leather. 3 slang thrash. o tanned adjective. 


m verb 1 bronze, brown, burn, colour, darken. 

| a tanned brown, sunburnt, weather-beaten. 

tan? abbreviation tangent. 

tandem /'tændəm/ noun 1 bicycle with two or 
more seats one behind another. 2 vehicle driven 
tandem. © adverb with two or more horses har- 
nessed one behind another. ain tandem 1 one 
behind the other. 2 alongside each other. 3 
together. : 


tandoor /'tændvə/ noun clay oven. 


tandoori | tape 


tandoori /tæn'duərı/ noun spiced food cooked 
in tandoor. 


tang noun 1 strong taste or smell. 2 character- 
istic quality. 3 part of tool by which blade is held 
firm in handle. o tangy adjective (-ier, -iest). 
m 1 acidity, bite, edge, piquancy, pungency, 
savour, sharpness, spiciness, zest. o tangy acid, 
appetizing, bitter, fresh, piquant, pungent, 
refreshing, sharp, spicy, strong, tart. 


tangent /‘tend3(a)nt/ noun 1 straight line, 
curve, or surface touching but not intersecting 
curve. 2 ratio of sides opposite and adjacent to 
acute angle in right-angled triangle. oat a 
tangent diverging from previous course or from 
what is relevant. otangential /-'dzenf(ə)l/ 
adjective. 

tangerine /tend3e'ri:n/ noun 1 small sweet- 
scented fruit like orange; mandarin. 2 deep 
orange-yellow colour. 

tangible /‘tzend31b(9)l/ adjective 1 perceptible 
by touch. 2 definite; clearly intelligible; not 
elusive. o tangibility noun. tangibly adverb. 

a 1 concrete, corporeal, material, palpable, 

physical, real, solid, tactile, touchable. 2 actual, 

concrete, definite, palpable, perceptible, positive, 

provable, real, substantial. 


tangle /'tæņg(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 intertwine or 
become twisted or involved in confused mass; 
entangle. 2 complicate. 3 (+ with) become 
involved with. © moun tangled mass or state. 
o tangled adjective. tangly adjective. 
a verb 1 catch, enmesh, ensnare, entangle, 
entrap, entwine, foul up, intertwine, interweave, 
ravel, scramble, snarl up, trap, twist. 2 complicate, 
confuse, mix up, muddle. 3 (tangle with) become 
involved with, confront, cross. © noun coil, 
complication, confusion, jumble, jungle, knot, 
labyrinth, maze, mesh, mess, muddle, scramble, 
twist, web. 0 tangled see DISHEVELLED, INTRICATE. 


tango /'tzngeu/ noun (plural -s) (music for) 
slow South American ballroom dance. © verb 
(-goes, -goed) dance tango. 


tank noun 1 large receptacle for liquid, gas, etc. 
2 heavy armoured fighting vehicle moving on 
continuous tracks. o tank engine steam engine 
with integral fuel and water containers. 
o tankful noun (plural -s). 7 


l m 1 aquarium, basin, cistern, reservoir. 


tankard /'tæņkəd/ noun (contents of) tall beer 
mug with handle. 


tanker noun ship, aircraft, or road vehicle for 
carrying liquids, esp. oil, in bulk. 
tanner noun person who tans hides. 


tannery noun (plural -ies) place where hides 
are tanned. 


tannic /'tænık/ adjective of tan. o tannic acid 
yellowish organic compound used in cleaning, 
dyeing, etc. 


tannin /‘teenm/ noun any of several substances 
extracted from tree-barks etc. and used in 
tanning etc. 
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Tannoy /‘tzno1/ noun proprietary term type of 
public address system. 

tansy /‘teenz1/ noun (plural -ies) aromatic herb 
with yellow flowers. 

tantalize /'tæntəlarz/ verb (also -ise) zing or 
-sing) 1 torment with sight of the unobtainable, 2 
raise and then dash the hopes of. o tantalization 
noun. 

u bait, entice, frustrate, keep on tenterhooks, lead 

on, colloquial plague, provoke, taunt, tease, 

tempt, titillate, torment. 


tantamount /'tentomaunt/ adjective (+ to) 
equivalent to. 


tantra /'tæntrə/ noun any of a class of Hindu or 
Buddhist mystical or magical writings. 

tantrum /‘tentram/ noun (esp. child’s) outburst 
of bad temper or petulance. 

Taoiseach /'ti:fəx/ noun prime minister of 
Irish Republic. 

tap' noun 1 device by which flow of liquid or gas 
from pipe or vessel can be controlled. 2 act of 
tapping telephone. 3 taproom. overb (-pp-) 1 
provide (cask) with tap. 2 let out (liquid) thus. 3 
draw sap from (tree) by cutting into it. 4 draw 
supplies or information from; discover and 
exploit. 5 connect listening device to (telephone 
etc.). o on tap 1 ready to be drawn off. 2 collo- 
quial freely available. taproom room in pub 
serving drinks on tap. tap root tapering root 
growing vertically downwards. 


| a noun 1 esp. US faucet, spigot, stopcock, valve. 


tap? verb (-pp-) 1 (+ at, on, against, etc.) strike or 
cause to strike lightly. 2 (often + out) make by 
taps. 3 tap-dance. © noun 1 light blow or rap. 
2 tap-dancing. 3 metal attachment on dancer’s 
shoe. u tap-dance © oun rhythmic dance per- 
formed in shoes with metal taps. © verb perform 
this. tap-dancer noun. tap-dancing noun. 


a verb 1, 2hit, knock, rap, strike. © noun 1 knock, 
rap. 


tapas /'tæpæs/ plural noun small savoury esp. 
Spanish dishes. 

tape noun 1 narrow woven strip of cotton etc. 
for fastening etc. 2 this across finishing line of 
race. 3 (in full adhesive tape) strip of adhesive 
plastic etc. for fastening, masking, insulating, 
etc. 4 magnetic tape. 5 tape recording. 6 
tape-measure. © verb (-ping) 1 tie up or join with 
tape. 2 apply tape to. 3 (+ off ) seal off with tape. 
4 record on magnetic tape. 5 measure with tape. 
o have (person, thing) taped colloquial under- 
stand fully. tape deck machine for using 
audiotape (separate from speakers etc.). tape 
machine 1 device for recording telegraph mess- 
ages. 2 tape recorder. tape-measure strip of tape 
or thin flexible metal marked for measuring. 
tape recorder apparatus for recording and 
replaying sounds on magnetic tape. tape-record 
verb. tape recording noun. tapeworm tapelike 
worm parasitic in alimentary canal. 

m noun 1 band, belt, binding, braid, fillet, ribbon, 

strip, stripe. 4, 5 audiotape, cassette, magnetic 

tape, tape recording, videotape. 
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taper /'terpə/ noun 1 wick coated with wax etc. 
for conveying flame. 2 slender candle. © verb 
(often + off) 1 (cause to) diminish in thickness 
towards one end. 2 make or become gradually 
ess. 
m noun 1 lighter, spill. © verb 1 attenuate, become 
pestis) narrow, thin. 2 (taper off ) see DECLINE 
verb 1. 


tapestry /'tepistri/ noun (plural -les) 4 thick 
fabric in which coloured weft threads are woven 
to form pictures or designs. 2 (usually wool) 
embroidery imitating this. 3 piece of this. 

tapioca /tæprəukə/ noun starchy granular 
foodstuff prepared from cassava. 

tapir /‘terpa/ noun small Piglike mammal with 
short flexible snout. 

tappet /‘tzpit/ noun lever etc. in machinery 
giving intermittent motion. 

tar' noun 1 dark thick inflammable liquid dis- 
tilled from wood, coal, etc. 2 similar substance 
formed in combustion of tobacco. © verb (-rr-) 
cover with tar. j 

tar? noun colloquial sailor. 


taramasalata /tærəməsə'la:tə/. noun (also 
taramosalata) dip made from roe, olive oil, etc. 

tarantella /tærən'telə/ noun (music for) 
whirling Southern Italian dance. 

tarantula /tə'ræntjvlə/ noun 1 large hairy trop- 
ical spider. 2 large black spider of Southern 
Europe. 

tarboosh /ta:'bu:f/ noun cap like fez. 

tardy /'ta:dı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 slow to act, 
come, or happen. 2 delaying; delayed. o tardily 
adverb. tardiness noun. 

tare' /teə/ noun 1 vetch, esp. as cornfield weed or 
fodder. 2 (in plural) Biblical injurious cornfield 
weed. 

tare? /tea/ noun 1 allowance made for weight of 
packing around goods. 2 weight of vehicle 
without fuel or load. RS 

target /'ta:git/ noun 1 mark fired at, esp. round 
object marked with concentric circles. 2 person, 
objective, or result aimed at. 3 butt of criticism 
etc. overb (-t-) 1 single out as target. 2 aim, 
direct. è 

u noun 2 aim, ambition, end, goal, hope, intention, 

objective, purpose. 3 butt, object, quarry, victim. 


tariff /‘teertf/ noun 1 table of fixed charges. 2 duty 
on particular class of goods. 3 list of duties or 
customs due. 


| u 1 charges, price list, schedule. 2 customs, duty, 
excise, impost, levy, tax, toll. 

tarlatan /'ta:lət(ə)n/ noun thin stiff muslin. 
Tarmac /‘ta:mzk/ noun proprietary term 1 tar- 
macadam. 2 area surfaced with this. everb 
(tarmac) (-ck-) lay tarmacadam on. 
tarmacadam /ta:ma'kedam/ noun bitumen- 
bound stones etc. used as paving. 

tarn noun small mountain lake. 

tarnish /'ta:nıf/ verb 1 (cause to) lose lustre. 2 


taper | task 


impair (reputation etc.). ono i 
state. 2 stain, blemish. : Py eee ee 
m verb 1 blacken, corrode, dirty, discolour, soil, 
spoil, stain, taint. 2 blemish, blot, calumniate, 
defame, denigrate, disgrace, dishonour, mar, ruin, 
spoil, stain, sully. 


taro /‘ta:rau/ noun ( plural -s) tro ical t 
edible tuberous roe Pee aE 


tarot /'terau/ noun (in singular or plural) pack 
of 78 cards used in fortune-telling. 3 


tarpaulin /ta:'po:Im/ noun 1 waterproof cloth, 
esp. of tarred canvas. 2 sheet or covering of this. 


tarragon /'tærəgən/ noun aromatic herb. 


tarry’ /'ta:rı/ adjective (-ler, -iest) of or smeared 
with tar. 


tarry’ ['tærı/ verb (-les, -led) archaic linger, stay, 
wait. 


m dawdle, delay, hang about, hang back, linger, 
loiter, pause, procrastinate, temporize, wait. 


tarsal /'ta:s(ə)l/ adjective of the ankle-bones. 
@ noun tarsal bone. 


tarsus /‘ta:sas/ noun (plural tarsi /-sat/) bones 
of ankle and upper foot. 


tart’ noun pastry case containing fruit, jam, etc. 
o tartlet noun. 


u flan, pastry, pasty, patty, pie, quiche, tartlet, 
turnover. 


tart? noun slang prostitute; promiscuous 
woman. © verb(+ up) colloquial smarten or dress 
up, esp. gaudily. u tarty adjective (-ier, -iest). 


| E noun see PROSTITUTE. 


tart? adjective 1 sharp-tasting, acid. 2 (of remark 
etc.) cutting, biting. otartly adverb. tartness 
noun. 

m 1 acid, acidic, acidulous, astringent, biting, 

citrus, harsh, lemony, piquant, pungent, sharp, 

sour, tangy. 2 see SHARP adjective 8. 


tartan /'ta:t(ə)n/ noun (woollen cloth woven in) 
pattern of coloured stripes crossing at right 
angles, esp. denoting a Scottish Highland clan. 


Tartar /'‘ta:ta/ moun 1 member of group of 
Central Asian people including Mongols and 
Turks. 2 their Turkic language. 3 (tartar) harsh 
or formidable person. o tartar sauce mayon- 
naise with chopped gherkins etc. 


tartar /'ta:tə/ noun 1 hard deposit that forms on 
teeth. 2 deposit forming hard crust in wine casks. 


tartaric /ta:'teertk/ adjective of tartar. o tartaric 
acid organic acid found esp. in unripe grapes. 


tartrazine /'ta:trəzi:n/ noun brilliant yellow 
dye from tartaric acid, used to colour food etc. 


g un piece of work to be done. @ verb 

a posi Ems on. a take to task rebuke, 

scold. task force specially organized unit for 

task. taskmaster, taskmistress person who 
makes others work hard. 


Tass | tawdry 


a noun activity, assignment, burden, business, 
charge, chore, duty, employment, enterprise, 
errand, imposition, job, mission, requirement, test, 
undertaking, work. ū take to task see REPRIMAND 
verb. 


Tass noun official news agency of the former 
Soviet Union. 

tassel /'tæs(ə)l/ noun 1 tuft of hanging threads 
etc. as ornament. 2 tassel-like flowerhead of 
plant. o tasselled adjective (US tasseled). 


taste /teist/ noun 1 (faculty of perceiving) sensa- 
tion caused in mouth by contact with substance. 
2 flavour. 3 small sample of food etc. 4 slight 
experience. 5 (often + for) liking, predilection. 6 
aesthetic discernment in art, clothes, conduct, 
etc. © verb (-ting) 1 perceive or sample flavour 
of. 2 eat small portion of. 3 experience. 4 (often + 
of ) have specified flavour. o taste bud organ of 
taste on surface of tongue. 
u noun 2 character, flavour, relish, savour. 3 bit, 
bite, morsel, mouthful, nibble, piece, sample, titbit. 
5 appetite, appreciation, fancy, fondness, 
inclination, leaning, liking, partiality, predilection, 
preference. 6 breeding, cultivation, culture, 
discernment, discretion, discrimination, 
education, elegance, fashion sense, finesse, 
judgement, perception, perceptiveness, polish, 
refinement, sensitivity, style, tastefulness. © verb 
1 sample, savour, test, try. 2 nibble, partake of, sip. 


tasteful adjective done in or having good taste. 
o tastefully adverb. tastefulness noun. 

m aesthetic, artistic, attractive, charming, correct, 
cultivated, decorous, dignified, discerning, 
discreet, discriminating, elegant, fashionable, in 
good taste, judicious, nice, polite, proper, refined, 
restrained, sensitive, smart, stylish, tactful, well 
judged. 


tasteless adjective 1 flavourless. 2 having or 
done in bad taste. u tastelessly adverb. taste- 
lessness noun. 
a 1 bland, characterless, flavourless, insipid, mild, 
uninteresting, watered-down, watery, weak, 
colloquial wishy-washy. 2 cheap, coarse, crude, 
flashy, garish, gaudy, graceless, improper, 
inartistic, in bad taste, indecorous, indelicate, 
inelegant, injudicious, in poor taste, loud, 
meretricious, ugly, unattractive, uncouth, 
uncultivated, undiscriminating, unfashionable, 
unimaginative, unpleasant, unrefined, unseemly, 
unstylish, vulgar. 


taster noun 1 person employed to test food or 
drink by tasting. 2 small sample. 


tasting noun gathering at which food or drink 
is tasted and evaluated. 

tasty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of pleasing flavour; 
appetizing. 2 colloquial attractive. o tastiness 
noun. 

u 1 appetizing, delectable, delicious, flavoursome, 

luscious, mouth-watering, nice, palatable, 

piquant, savoury, colloquial scrumptious, tangy, 

toothsome, colloquial yummy. 


tat" noun colloquial tatty things; junk. 
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tat? verb (-tt-) do, or make by, tatting. 

ta-ta /te'ta:/ interjection colloquial goodbye. 

tatter /'tætə/ noun (usually in plural) rag; 
irregularly torn cloth, paper, etc. o in tatters col. 
loquial 1 torn in many places. 2 ruined. 


l u (tatters) bits, pieces, rags, ribbons, shreds. 


tattered adjective in tatters. 


u frayed, ragged, rent, ripped, shredded, 
colloquial tatty, threadbare, torn, worn out. 


tatting /‘tzetm/ noun (process of making) kind 
of handmade knotted lace. 
tattle /'tæt(ə)l/ verb (ling) prattle, chatter; 
gossip. © noun gossip; idle talk. 
tattoo’ /tə'tu:/ verb (-o0s, -ooed) 1 mark (skin) 
by puncturing and inserting pigment. 2 make 
(design) thus. @moun such design. u tattooer 
noun. tattooist noun. ` 
tattoo? /tə'tu:/ noun 1 evening signal recalling 
soldiers to quarters. 2 elaboration of this with 
music and marching etc. as entertainment. 3 
drumming, rapping; drumbeat. 
tatty /'tætı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 1 
tattered. 2 shabby; inferior; tawdry. o tattily 
adverb. tattiness noun. 
u 1 frayed, old, patched, ragged, ripped, colloquial 
scruffy, shabby, tattered, torn, threadbare, untidy, 
worn out. 2 see TAWDRY. 


taught past & past participle of TEACH. 
taunt noun insult; provocation. © verb insult; 
provoke contemptuously. 


m verb annoy, goad, insult, jeer at, ridicule, tease, 
torment. 


taupe /teup/ noun grey tinged with esp. brown. 

Taurus /'to:res/ noun second sign of zodiac. 

taut adjective 1 (of rope etc.) tight. 2 (of nerves 
etc.) tense. 3 (of ship etc.) in good condition. 
o tauten verb. tautly adverb. tautness noun. 

a 1,2 firm, rigid, stiff, strained, stretched, tense, 

tight. 


tautology /to:'toled31/ noun ( plural-ies) repeti- 
tion of same thing in different words. o tauto- 
logical /-ta'lnd3-/ adjective. tautologous /-leges/ 
adjective. 
a duplication, long-windedness, pleonasm, 
prolixity, repetition, derogatory verbiage, 
verbosity, wordiness. o tautological, 
tautologous long-winded, otiose, pleonastic, 
prolix, redundant, repetitious, repetitive, 
superfluous, verbose, wordy. 


tavern /'tæv(ə)n/ noun archaic or literary inn, 
pub. 


a archaic alehouse, archaic hostelry, inn, 
colloquial local, colloquial pub, public house. 


taverna /tə'vs:nə/ noun Greek restaurant. 

tawdry /‘to:dri/ adjective (-ier, -iest) showy but 
worthless; gaudy. È 

m cheap, common, flashy, garish, gaudy, Inferior 

meretricious, showy, tasteless, colloquial tatty, 

tinny, vulgar, worthless. 
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tawny /'to:n1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) of orange- 
brown colour. otawny owl reddish-brown 
European owl. 


tax noun 1 money compulsorily levied by state 
on person, property, business, etc. 2 (+ on, upon) 
strain, heavy demand. © verb 1 impose tax on. 2 
deduct tax from. 3 make demands on. 4 (often + 
with) charge. 5 call to account. o tax avoidance 
minimizing tax payment by financial manoeuv- 
ring. tax-deductible (of expenses) legally de- 
ductible from income before tax assessment. 
tax disc licence on vehicle certifying payment 
of road tax. tax evasion illegal non-payment of 
taxes. tax-free exempt from tax. taxman collo- 
quial inspector or collector of taxes. taxpayer 
person who pays taxes. tax return declaration of 
income etc. for taxation purposes. 
a noun 1 charge, customs, due, duty, excise, 
imposition, impost, levy, rates, tariff, historical 
tithe, toll, historical tribute. © verb 1 assess, exact, 
impose a tax on, levy a tax on. 3 burden, exhaust, 
overwork, pressure, pressurize, strain, tire, try. 4 
(tax with) accuse of, blame for, censure for, charge 
with, reproach for, formal reprove for. 


taxation /tæk'serf(ə)n/ noun imposition or 
payment of tax. 

taxi /‘teeks1/ noun (plural-s)(in full taxl-cab) car 
plying for hire and usually fitted with taximeter. 
Overb (taxis, taxied, taxiing or taxying) 1 (of 
aircraft) go along ground before or after flying. 2 
go or carry in taxi. o taxi rank (US taxi stand) 
place where taxis wait to be hired. 


| a noun cab, hackney carriage, minicab. 


taxidermy /‘teeksid3:m1/ noun art of preparing, 
stuffing, and mounting skins of animals. o taxi- 
dermist noun. 

taximeter /‘teksmi:ta/ moun automatic 
fare-indicator in taxi. 


taxon /'tæks(ə)n/ noun (plural taxa) any taxo- 
nomic group. 

taxonomy /tæk'sonəmı/ noun classification of 
living and extinct organisms. o taxonomic 
/-so'nvm-/ adjective. taxonomical /-sə'nom-/ 
adjective. taxonomist noun. 


tayberry /‘teibert/ noun (plural -ies) hybrid 
fruit between blackberry and raspberry. 

TB abbreviation 1 tubercle bacillus. 2 tubercu- 
losis. 

tbsp. abbreviation tablespoonful. 

te /ti:/ noun (also ti) seventh note of scale in tonic 
sol-fa. 

tea noun 1 (in full tea plant) Asian evergreen 
shrub or small tree. 2 its dried leaves. 3 infusion 
of these leaves as drink. 4 infusion made from 
other leaves etc. 5 light meal in afternoon or 
evening. o tea bag small permeable bag of tea 
for infusion. tea break pause in work for 
drinking tea. tea caddy container for tea. 
teacake light usually toasted sweet bun. tea 
chest light metal-lined wooden box for trans- 
porting tea. tea cloth tea towel. tea cosy cover 
to keep teapot warm. teacup 1 cup from which 
tea is drunk. 2 amount it holds. tea leaf leaf of 


tawny | tear 


tea, esp. (in plural) after infusion. teapot pot 
with handle and spout, in which tea is made. 
tearoom small unlicensed café. tea rose rose 
with scent like tea. teaset set of crockery for 
Serving tea. teashop tearoom. teaspoon 1 small 
spoon for stirring tea etc. 2 (also teaspoonful) 
amount held by this. tea towel cloth for drying 
washed crockery etc. tea trolley (US tea wagon) 
small trolley from which tea is served. 
teach verb (past & past participle taught /to:t/) 
1 give systematic information, instruction, or 
training to (person) or about (subject, skill). 2 
practise this as a profession. 3 advocate as moral 
etc. principle. 4 (+ to do) instruct to. 5 (+ to do) 
colloquial discourage from. o teach person a 
lesson punish person. o teachable adjective. 

m 1 advise, brainwash, coach, counsel, 
demonstrate to, discipline, drill, edify, educate, 
enlighten, familiarize with, give lessons in, ground 
in, impart knowledge to, implant knowledge in, 
inculcate habits in, indoctrinate, inform, instruct, 
lecture, school, train, tutor. 


teacher noun person who teaches, esp. in 
school. t 
m adviser, coach, counsellor, demonstrator, don, 
educator, governess, guide, guru, instructor, 
lecturer, maharishi, master, mentor, mistress, 
archaic pedagogue, preacher, preceptor, 
professor, rabbi, reader, schoolmaster, 
schoolmistress, schoolteacher, trainer, tutor. 


teaching noun 1 teacher's profession. 2 (often 
in plural) what is taught; doctrine. 

m 1 education, guidance, instruction, training. 2 

doctrine, dogma, gospel, precept, principle, tenet. 


teak noun a hard durable wood. 

teal noun (plural same) small freshwater duck. 

team noun 1 set of players etc. in game or sport. 
2 set of people working together. 3 set of draught 
animals. © verb 1 (usually + up) join in team or 
in common action. 2 (+ with) coordinate with; 
match. o team-mate fellow member of team. 
team spirit willingness to act for communal 
good. teamwork combined effort; cooperation. 

m noun 1 club, line-up, side, squad. 2 band, corps, 

crew, force, gang, group, partnership, squad, unit. 


teamster /‘ti:msta/ noun 1 US lorry driver. 2 
driver of team. 

tear' /tea/ verb (past tore; past participle torn) 1 
(often + up) pull (apart) with some force. 2 make 
(hole, rent) thus. 3 undergo this. 4 (+ away, off, 
at, etc.) pull violently. 5 violently disrupt. 6 collo- 
quial go hurriedly. @ noun 1 hole etc. caused by 
tearing. 2 torn part of cloth etc. o tear apart 1 
search exhaustively. 2 criticize forcefully. 3 
divide utterly. 4 distress greatly. tearaway collo- 
quial unruly young person. tearing hurry collo- 
quial great hurry. tear into colloquial 1 severely 
reprimand. 2 start (activity) vigorously. tear to 
shreds colloquial criticize thoroughly. 

m verb 1, 2claw, gash, lacerate, mangle, pull apart, 

archaic rend, rip, rupture, scratch, sever, shred, 

slit, snag, split. @ moun 1 cut, fissure, gap, gash, 

hole, laceration, opening, rent, rip, slit, split. 


tear | teem 


tear? /tra/ noun drop of clear salty liquid secreted 
from eye and shed esp. in grief. oin tears 
weeping. tear-drop single tear. tear-duct drain 
carrying tears to or from eye. tear gas gas 
causing severe irritation to the eyes. 
a Din tears blubbering, slang blubbing, crying, 
sobbing, weeping. 


tearful adjective in, given to, or accompanied 
with tears. o tearfully adverb. tearfulness noun. 
u blubbering, crying, emotional, in tears, formal 
lachrymose, sad, snivelling, sobbing, weeping, 
colloquial weepy, wet-cheeked, whimpering. 


tease /ti:z/ verb (-sing) 1 make fun of, irritate. 2 
entice sexually while refusing to satisfy desire. 
3 pick (wool etc.) into separate fibres. 4raise nap 
on (cloth) with teasels etc. 5 (+ out) extract or 
obtain by careful effort. enoun 1 colloquial 
person fond of teasing. 2 act of teasing. 0 teasing 
noun. 

u verb 1, 2 disputed aggravate, annoy, badger, 

bait, chaff, goad, harass, irritate, laugh at, make 

fun of, mock, colloquial needle, nettle, pester, 
colloquial plague, provoke, pull (person's) leg, 
colloquial rib, ridicule, tantalize, taunt, torment, 
vex, worry. o teasing badinage, banter, chaffing, 
joking, mockery, provocation, raillery, colloquial 
ribbing, ridicule, taunts. 


teasel /'ti:z(s)l/ noun (also teazel, teazle) 1 
plant with prickly flower heads, used dried for 
raising nap on cloth. 2 other device used for this. 


teaser noun colloquial hard question or 
problem. 

teat noun 1 nipple on breast or udder. 2 rubber 
etc. nipple for sucking milk from bottle. 


teazel (also teazle) = TEASEL. 


TEC /tek/ abbreviation Training and Enterprise 
Council. 


tec noun colloquial detective. 


tech /tek/ noun (also tec) colloquial technical 
college. 

technic /‘teknik/ noun 1 (usually in plural) 
technology. 2 (usually in plural) technical terms, 
methods, etc. 3 technique. 


technical adjective 1 of the mechanical arts and 
applied sciences. 2 of a particular subject, craft, 
etc. 3 using technical language; specialized. 4 
due to mechanical failure. 5 in strict legal sense. 
Otechnical knockout referee’s ruling that 
boxer has lost because he is unfit to continue. 
o technically adverb. . 

1 industrial, mechanical, technological, 

scientific. 3 complicated, detailed, esoteric, 

expert, professional, specialized. 


technicality /teknr'keelitt/ noun (plural-ies) 1 
being technical. 2 technical expression. 3 tech- 
nical point or detail. 


technician /tek'n1f(e)n/ noun 1 person doing 
practical or maintenance work in laboratory etc. 
2 person skilled in artistic etc. technique. 3 
expert in practical science. 


l s 1 engineer, mechanic. 
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Technicolor /‘tekntkale/ noun 1 proprietary 
term process of colour cinematography. 2 
(usually technicolour) colloquial vivid or artifi- 
cial colour. 

technique /tek'ni:k/ noun 1 mechanical skill 
in art. 2 method of achieving purpose, esp. by 
manipulation. 3 manner of execution in music, 
painting, etc. 

u 1 art, artistry, cleverness, craft, craftsmanship, 

expertise, facility, know-how, proficiency, skill, 

talent, workmanship. 2 approach, dodge, knack, 
manner, means, method, mode, procedure, routine, 
system, trick, way. 


technocracy /tek'nokrəsı/ noun (plural -ies) 
(instance of) rule or control by technical experts. 


technocrat /'teknəkræt/ noun exponent or 
advocate of technocracy. O technocratic 
/-kreet-/ adjective. 

technology /tek'nvled31/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
knowledge or use of mechanical arts and applied 
sciences. 2 these subjects collectively. o tech- 
nological /-nə'lod3-/ adjective. technologically 
/-na'‘lod3-/ adverb. technologist noun. 


n o technological automated, computerized, 
electronic, scientific. 


tectonic /tek'tonik/ adjective 1 of building or 
construction. 2 of changes in the earth’s crust. 


tectonics plural noun (usually treated as 
singular) study of earth's large-scale structural 
features. 


teddy /'tedr/ noun (also Teddy) (plural -ies) (in 
full teddy bear) soft toy bear. 


Teddy boy /'tedı/ noun colloquial 1950s youth 
with Edwardian-style clothing, hair, etc. 


tedious /'ti:dias/ adjective tiresomely long, 
wearisome. Otediously adverb. tediousness 
noun. 
banal, boring, dreary, dry, dull, endless, 
humdrum, irksome, laborious, long-drawn(-out), 
long-winded, monotonous, prolonged, 
repetitious, slow, soporific, tiresome, tiring, 
unexciting, uninteresting, vapid, wearing, 
wearisome, wearying. 


tedium /'ti:diam/ noun tediousness. 

m boredom, dreariness, dullness, ennui, 
long-windedness, monotony, repetitiousness, 
slowness, tediousness. 


tee' noun letter T. 


tee? noun 1 cleared space from which golf ball is 
struck at start of play for each hole. 2 small wood 
or plastic support for golf ball used then. 3 mark 
aimed at in bowls, quoits, curling, etc. © verb 
(tees, teed) (often + up) place (ball) on tee. 0 tee 
off 1 make first stroke in golf. 2 colloquial start, 
begin. 

teem! verb 1 be abundant. 2 (+ with) be full of; 
swarm with. 

m 1 abound, be abundant, proliferate. 2 (teem with) 

be alive with, be full of, be infested with, be overrun 

by, bristle with, crawl with, seethe with, swarm with. 
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teem? verb (often + down) pour (esp. of rain). 


l m see RAIN Verb 1. 

teen adjective teenage. 

teenage /'ti:nerd3/ adjective of or characteristic 
of teenagers. 0 teenaged adjective. 

teenager /'ti:nerdz3ə/ noun person in teens. 


l n adolescent, boy, girl, juvenile, youngster, youth. 


teens /ti:nz/ plural noun years of one’s age from 
13 to 19. 

teensy /'ti:nzı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 
teeny. 

teeny /'ti:n1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial tiny. 

~ teepee = TEPEE. 

teeter /'ti:tə/ verb totter; stand or move unstead- 
ily. 

teeth plural of TOOTH. : 

teethe /ti:6/ verb (-thing) grow or cut teeth, esp. 
milk teeth. o teething ring ring for infant to bite 
on while teething: teething troubles initial 
troubles in an enterprise etc. 

teetotal /ti:'taut(e)l/ adjective advocating or 
practising total abstinence from alcohol. o tee- 
totalism noun. teetotaller noun. 


u abstemious, abstinent, slang on the wagon, 
self-denying. 0 teetotaller abstainer, 
non-drinker. 


TEFL /'tef(a)l/ abbreviation teaching of English 
as a foreign language. 


Teflon /‘teflon/ noun proprietary term non-stick 
coating for kitchen utensils. 


Tel. abbreviation (also tel.) telephone. 


tele- combining form 1 at or to a distance. 2 tele- 
vision. 3 by telephone. 
telecast /'‘telika:st/ noun television broadcast. 


verb transmit by television. otelecaster 
noun. 


telecommunication /telikemju:nr'kerf(e)n/ 
noun 1 communication over distances by cable, 
fibre optics, satellites, radio, etc: 2 (in plural) 
technology of this. 


telefax /‘telifeeks/ noun fax. 


telegram /'teligreem/ noun message sent by 
telegraph. 


m cable, cablegram, radiogram, telex, colloquial 
| wire. 


telegraph /‘teligra:f/ noun (device or system 
for) transmitting messages to a distance by 
making and breaking electrical connection. 
© verb (often + to) send message or communicate 
by telegraph. o telegraphist /trlegre-/ nour. 

telegraphic /telrgrefik/ adjective 1 of or by 
telegraphs or telegrams. 2 economically worded. 
0 telegraphically adverb. 

telegraphy /trlegrafi/ noun communication by 
telegraph. © 

telekinesis /telrkar'ni:sis/ noun supposed 
paranormal force moving objects at a distance. 
O telekinetic /-'net-/ adjective. 


teem | telescopic 


telemessage /'telimesid3/ noun message sent 
Py telephone or telex and delivered in printed 
rm. 
telemetry /trlematri/ noun process of record- 
ing readings of instrument and transmitting 
them by radio. a telemeter /tr'lemita/ noun. 


teleology /ti:l'vled31/ noun (plural -ies) Phil- 
osophy explanation of phenomena by purpose 
they serve. o teleological /-a'lnd3-/ adjective. 


telepathy /trlepa61/ noun supposed paranor- 

mal communication of thoughts. o telepathic 
[iar pean adjective. telepathically /telr'pæð-/ 
adverb. 


| a o telepathic clairvoyant, psychic. 


telephone /‘telifoun/ noun 1 apparatus for 
transmitting sound (esp. speech) to a distance. 2 
instrument used in this. 3 system of communica- 
tion by network of telephones. @ verb (-ning) 1 
send (message) or speak to by telephone. 2 make 
telephone call. oon the telephone having or 
using a telephone. telephone book, directory 
book listing telephone subscribers and numbers. 
telephone booth, box, kiosk booth etc. with tele- 
phone for public use. telephone numbernumber 
used to call a particular telephone. o telephonic 
-|-fon-/ adjective. telephonically /-'fon-/ adverb. 
u noun 2 colloquial blower, handset, colloquial 
phone. © verb call, dial, colloquial give (person) a 
bell, slang give (person) a buzz, give (person) a 
call, colloquial phone, ring, ring up. 


telephonist /trlefenist/ noun operator in tele- 
phone exchange or at switchboard. x 

telephony /ttlefeni/ noun transmission of 
sound by telephone. 

telephoto /telr'feuteu/ noun (plural -s) (in full 
telephoto lens) lens used in telephotography. 

telephotography /telife'tografi/ noun photo- 
graphing of distant object with combined lenses 
giving large image. oO telephotographic 
/-faute'greef-/ adjective. 

teleprinter /'telprmtə/ moun device for 
sending, receiving, and printing telegraph mes- 
sages. 

teleprompter /‘telprompte/ noun device 
beside esp. television camera that slowly unrolls 
script out of sight of audience. 


telesales /‘teliserlz/ plural noun selling by tele- 
phone. 

telescope /‘teliskaup/ noun 1 optical instru- 
ment using lenses or mirrors to magnify distant 
objects. 2 radio telescope. © verb (-ping) 1 press 
or drive (sections of tube etc.) one into another. 
2 close or be capable of closing thus. 3 compress.. 


u verb 3 abbreviate, collapse, compress, elide, 
| shorten. 


telescopic /telr'skopik/ adjective 1 of or made 
with telescope. 2 (esp. of lens) able to magnify 
distant objects. 3 consisting of sections that tele- 
scope. o telescopic sight telescope on rifle etc. 
used for sighting. o telescopically adverb. 


| u 3 collapsible, expanding, extending, retractable. 


teletext | temple 


teletext /'telitekst/ moun computerized in- 
formation service transmitted to subscribers’ 


televisions. 
telethon /‘teli@on/ noun long television pro- 
gramme to raise money for charity. 


televise /'telrvarz/ verb (-sing) transmit by tele- 
vision. 


| u broadcast, relay, send out, transmit. 


television /‘telrvis(e)n/ noun 1 system for 
reproducing on a screen visual images transmit- 
ted (with sound) by radio signals or cable. 2 (in 
full television set) device with screen for receiv- 
ing these signals. 3 television broadcasting. 
o televisual /-'vi5vel/ adjective. 


u 2 colloquial the box, monitor, receiver, colloquial 
telly, TV. 


telex /‘teleks/ (also Telex) noun international 
system of telegraphy using teleprinters and 
public telecommunication network. © verb send, 
or communicate with, by telex. 


tell verb (past & past participle told /tauld/) 1 
relate in speech or writing. 2 make known; 
express in words. 3 (often + of, about) divulge 
information; reveal secret etc. 4 utter. 5 (+ to do) 
direct, order to. 6 decide about, distinguish. 7 
(often + on) produce marked effect or influence. 
Utell apart distinguish between. tell off collo- 
quial scold. telling-off noun. tell-tale noun 1 
person who tells tales. 2 automatic registering 
device. © adjective serving to reveal or betray 
something. tell tales report discreditable fact 
about another. 

a 1, 2 acquaint with, advise, announce, assure, 

communicate, describe, disclose, divulge, 

explain, express, impart, inform, make known, 

narrate, notify, portray, promise, recite, recount, 

rehearse, relate, report, reveal. 3 see TALK verb 6. 

4 see SPEAK 1,2. 5 command, direct, instruct, 

order. 6 calculate, comprehend, decide, discover, 

discriminate, distinguish, identify, notice, 
recognize, see. O tell off see REPRIMAND verb. 


teller noun 1 person employed to receive and 
pay out money in bank etc. 2 person who counts 
votes. 3 person who tells esp. stories. 


m 1 bank clerk, cashier. 3 author, narrator, 
raconteur, storyteller. 
telling adjective having marked effect; striking. 
o tellingly adverb. 


m considerable, effective, influential, potent, 
powertul, significant, striking, weighty. 


telly /'‘teli/ noun (plural -ies) colloquial tele- 
vision. 


temerity /trmertt/ noun rashness, audacity. 


temp colloquial noun temporary employee, esp. 
secretary. © verb work as temp. 

temper /‘tempa/ noun 1 mental disposition; 
mood. 2 fit of anger; irritation, anger. 3 tendency 
to become angry. 4 composure, calmness. 5 
metal’s hardness or elasticity. @ verb 1 bring 
(clay, metal) to proper consistency or hardness. 
2 (often + with) moderate, mitigate. 
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u noun attitude, character, disposition, frame of 
mind, humour, make-up, mood, personality, state 
of mind, temperament. 2 anger, fit of anger, fury, 
irritation, colloquial paddy, passion, rage, tantrum, 
literary wrath. 3 churlishness, hot-headedness, ill 
humour, irascibility, irritability, peevishness, 
petulance, surliness, unpredictability, volatility.4 - 
calmness, composure, slang cool, coolness, 
equanimity, sang-froid, self-control, 
self-possession. © verb 1 harden, strengthen, 
toughen. 2 assuage, lessen, mitigate, moderate, 
modify, modulate, reduce, soften, soothe, tone 
down. 


tempera /‘tempare/ noun method of painting 
using emulsion e.g. of pigment with egg. 


temperament /‘temprement/ noun person's 
or animal’s nature and character. 

u attitude, character, disposition, frame of mind, 

humour, make-up, mood, nature, personality, 

spirit, state of mind, temper. 


temperamental /tempra'ment(e)I/ adjective 1 
regarding temperament. 2 unreliable, moody. 3 
colloquial (of thing) unpredictable. o tempera- 
mentally adverb 

m 1 characteristic, congenital, constitutional, 

inherent, innate, natural. 2, 3 capricious, 

changeable, emotional, erratic, excitable, 
explosive, fickle, highly-strung, impatient, 
inconsistent, inconstant, irascible, irritable, 
mercurial, moody, neurotic, passionate, sensitive, 
touchy, undependable, unpredictable, unreliable, 
colloquial up and down, variable, volatile. 


temperance /‘temperens/ noun 1 moderation, 
esp. in eating and drinking. 2 abstinence, esp. 
total, from alcohol. 

m 1 abstemiousness, continence, moderation, 

self-discipline, self-restraint. 2 abstinence, 

sobriety, teetotalism. 


temperate /'tempərət/ adjective 1 avoiding 
excess, moderate. 2 (of region or climate) mild. 
m 1 calm, controlled, disciplined, moderate, 
reasonable, restrained, self-possessed, sensible, 
sober, stable, steady. 


temperature /‘tempritSe/ noun 1 measured or 
perceived degree of heat or cold of thing, region, 
etc. 2 colloquial body temperature above normal. 


tempest /‘tempist/ noun violent storm. 


m cyclone, gale, hurricane, storm, tornado, tumult, 
typhoon, whirlwind. 


tempestuous /tem'pest/uas/ adjective stormy, 
turbulent. o tempestuously adverb. tempestu- 
ousness noun. 


m fierce, furious, stormy, tumultuous, turbulent, 
vehement, violent, wild. 


tempi plural of remro. 


template /‘templit/ noun thin board or plate 
used as guide in drawing, cutting, drilling, etc. 


temple’ /'temp(ə)l/ noun building for worship, 
or treated as dwelling place, of god(s). 
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n church, mosque, pagoda, place of worship, 
sanctuary, shrine, synagogue. 
temple? /‘temp(@)1/ noun flat part of side ofhead 
between forehead and ear. 
tempo /‘tempau/ noun (plural -pos or -pi /-pi:/) 
4 speed at which music is (to be) played. 2 speed, 
pace. 


| n beat, pace, pulse, rate, rhythm, speed, time. 
temporal /‘temper(e)!/ adjective 1 worldly as 
opposed to spiritual; secular. 2 of time. 3 of the 
temples of the head. 
a 1 earthly, fleshly, material, materialistic, mortal, 
mundane, non-religious, secular, terrestrial, 
worldly. 


temporary /'tempərərı/ adjective lasting or 
meant to last only for limited time. onoun 
(plural -ies) person employed temporarily. 
o temporarily adverb. 

n adjective acting, brief, ephemeral, literary 

evanescent, fleeting, fugitive, impermanent, 

interim, makeshift, momentary, passing, 

provisional, short, short-lived, short-term, 

stopgap, transient, transitory. 


temporize /‘temperaiz/ verb (also -ise) zing or 
-sing) 1 avoid committing oneself, so as to gain 
time; procrastinate. 2 comply temporarily. 


tempt verb 1 entice, incite to what is forbidden. 
2 allure, attract. 3 risk provoking. 0 tempter 
noun. tempting adjective. temptingly adverb. 
temptress noun. 

u 1 bait, bribe, cajole, coax, decoy, entice, incite, 

inveigle, offer incentives, persuade. 2 allure, 

attract, captivate, fascinate, lure, seduce, tantalize. 

o tempting see APPETIZING, ATTRACTIVE. 


temptation /temp'terf(s)n/ noun 1 tempting, 
being tempted; incitement, esp. to wrongdoing. 
2 attractive thing or course of action. 

m 1 allurement, cajolery, coaxing, enticement, 

incitement, inducement, persuasion, seduction, 

wooing. 2 allurement, attraction, bait, draw, 

enticement, inducement, lure, pull, snare. 


ten adjective & noun one more than nine. o the 
Ten Commandments rules of conduct given by 
God to Moses. o tenth adjective & noun. 


tenable /'tenəb(ə)l/_ adjective 1 maintainable 
against attack or objection. 2 (+ for, by) (of office 
etc.) that can be held for period or by (person 
etc.). o tenability noun. 

m 1 arguable, believable, conceivable, credible, 

creditable, defendable, defensible, justifiable, 

legitimate, logical, plausible, rational, reasonable, 

Senani, sound, supportable, understandable, 

viable. 


tenacious /trnerjas/ adjective 1 (often + of) 
keeping firm hold. 2 persistent, resolute. 3 (of 
memory) retentive. o tenaciously adverb. ten- 
acity /-næs-/ noun. 
m 1 firm, strong, tight. 2 determined, dogged, firm, 
intransigent, obdurate, obstinate, persistent, 
pertinacious, resolute, single-minded, steadfast, 


temple | tender 


stubborn, uncompromising, unfaltering, 
unshakeable, unswerving, unwavering, 
unyielding. 


tenancy /‘tenonsi/ noun (plural -ies) (duration 
of) tenant’s status or possession. 

tenant /‘tenant/ oun 1 person whorents land or 
property from landlord. 2 (often + of ) occupant of 
place. o tenantless adjective. 


m 1 leaseholder, lessee, lodger. 2 inhabitant, 
occupant, occupier, resident. 
tenantry noun tenants of estate etc. 
tench noun (plural same) freshwater fish of 
carp family. 
tend' verb 4 (often + to) be apt or inclined. 2 be 
moving; hold a course. 
u 1 be apt, be disposed, be inclined, disputed be 
liable, be prone, have a tendency, incline. 


tend? verb take care of; look after. 

attend to, care for, cultivate, guard, keep, keep 
an eye on, look after, manage, mind, minister to, 
mother, nurse, protect, supervise, take care of, 
treat, watch. : 


tendency /‘tendens1/ noun (plural -ies) (often 
+ to, towards) leaning, inclination. 

a bias, disposition, drift, inclination, instinct, 

leaning, liability, partiality, penchant, predilection, 

predisposition, proclivity, proneness, propensity, 

readiness, susceptibility, trend. 


tendentious /ten'denJes/ adjective derogatory 
designed to advance a particular cause; biased; 
controversial. o tendentiously adverb. tenden- 
tlousness noun. 


tender' /'tendə/ adjective (tenderer, tenderest) 
4 not tough or hard. 2 delicate, fragile. 3 suscep- 
tible to pain or grief; painful. 4 touching. 5 lov- 
ing, affectionate; compassionate. 6 requiring 
tact. 7 immature. o tenderfoot ( plural -s or 
-feet) novice, newcomer. tender-hearted easily 
moved. tender-heartedness noun. tenderloin 
middle part of loin of pork. tender mercies ironic 
harsh treatment. o tenderly adverb. tenderness 
noun. 
u 1 eatable, edible, soft, succulent. 2 dainty, 
delicate, fragile, frail, vulnerable, weak. 3 aching, 
inflamed, painful, sensitive, smarting, sore. 4 
emotional, heartfelt, moving, poignant, romantic, 
sentimental, stirring, touching. 5 affectionate, 
amorous, caring, compassionate, concerned, 
considerate, fond, gentle, humane, kind, loving, 
merciful, pitying, soft-hearted, sympathetic, 
tender-hearted, warm-hearted. 7 green, immature, 
impressionable, inexperienced, vulnerable, 
young, youthful. 


tender? /‘tenda/ verb 1 offer, present (services, 
resignation, payment, etc.). 2 (often + for) make 
tender. © noun offer to execute work or supply 
goods at fixed price. 

tender’ /‘tenda/ noun 1 person who looks after 
people or things. 2 supply vessel attending larger 
one. 3 truck attached to steam locomotive and 
carrying fuel etc. l 


tenderize | terminal 


tenderize verb (also-ise) (-zing or-sing) render 
(meat) tender by beating etc. 

tendon /‘tend(a)n/ noun tough fibrous tissue 
connecting muscle to bone etc. 

tendril /‘tendril/ noun slender leafless shoot by 
which some climbing plants cling. 

tenebrous /‘tenibras/ adjective literary dark, 
gloomy. 

tenement /‘tenmont/ moun 1 room or flat 
within house or block of flats. 2 (also tenement 
house, block) house or block so divided. 


tenet /‘tenit/ noun doctrine, principle. 

tenfold adjective & adverb ten times as much or 
many. 

tenner /‘tena/ noun colloquial £10 or $10 note. 

tennis /‘tents/ noun ball game played with 
rackets on court divided by net. o tennis elbow 
sprain caused by overuse of forearm muscles. 


tenon /‘tenan/ noun wooden projection shaped 
to fit into mortise of another piece. 


tenor /‘tena/ noun 1 male singing voice between 
alto and baritone. 2 singer with this. 3 (usually 
+ of ) general purport; prevailing course of one’s 
life or habits. © adjective having range of tenor. 


tenosynovitis /tenevsame'vaitis/ noun re- 
petitive strain injury, esp. of wrist. 

tenpin bowling noun game in which ten pins 
or skittles are bowled at in alley. 


tense’ adjective 1 stretched tight. 2 strained. 3 
causing tenseness. @verb (-sing) make or 
become tense. otense up become tense. 
o tensely adverb. tenseness noun. 

m adjective 1 rigid, strained, stretched, taut, tight. 

2 anxious, apprehensive, edgy, excited, fidgety, 

highly-strung, intense, colloquial jittery, jumpy, 

nervous, on edge, on tenterhooks, overwrought, 
restless, strained, stressed, strung up, touchy, 
uneasy, colloquial uptight, worried. 3 exciting, 
fraught, nerve-racking, stressful, worrying. 


tense? noun 1 form of verb indicating time of 
action etc. 2 set ofsuch forms for various persons 
and numbers. 


tensile /‘tensail/ adjective1 of tension. 2 capable 
of being stretched. o tensile strength resistance 
to breaking under tension. 


tension /‘tenJ(e)n/ noun 1 stretching, being 
stretched. 2 mental strain or excitement. 3 
Strained state. 4 stress produced by forces 
pulling apart. 5 degree of tightness of stitches in 
knitting and machine sewing. 6 voltage. 

1 pull, strain, stretching, tautness, tightness. 2 

anxiety, apprehension, edginess, excitement, 

nervousness, stress, suspense, unease, worry. 


tent noun portable shelter or dwelling of canvas 
etc. 


tentacle /'tentək(ə)l/ noun slender flexible 
appendage of animal, used for feeling, grasping, 
or moving. 


tentative /'tentativ/ adjective 1 experimental. 2 
hesitant, not definite. o tentatively adverb. 
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m 1 experimental, exploratory, preliminary, 
provisional, speculative. 2 cautious, diffident, 
doubtful, half-hearted, hesitant, inconclusive, 
indecisive, indefinite, nervous, shy, timid, 
uncertain, uncommitted, unsure, colloquial 
wishy-washy. 


tenterhooks /'tentəhuks/ plural noun oon 
tenterhooks in suspense; distracted by uncer- 
tainty. 

tenuous /‘tenjuas/ adjective 1 slight, insubstan- 
tial. 2 oversubtle. 3 thin, slender. o tenuity 
/-ju:ttt/ noun. tenuously adverb. 

m 1 flimsy, fragile, insubstantial, slender, slight, 

weak. 3 attenuated, fine, slender, slight, thin. 


tenure /‘tenja/ noun 1 (often + of) holding of 
property or office. 2 conditions or period of this. 
3 guaranteed permanent employment, esp. as 
lecturer. o tenured adjective. 

tepee /'ti:pi:/ noun (also teepee) N. American 
Indian’s conical tent. 

tepid /‘tepid/ adjective 1 lukewarm. 2 unenthusi- 
astic. 


| n 1 lukewarm, warm. 2 see APATHETIC (APATHY). 


tequila /trki:le/ noun Mexican liquor made 
from agave. 
tercel /'ts:s(a)l/ moun (also tiercel /'tias(e)l/) 
male hawk. 


tercentenary /ts:sen'ti:nərı/ noun (plural 
-ies) 1 300th anniversary. 2 celebration of this. 


tergiversate /'ts:dzıvəsert/ verb (-ting) 1 
change one’s party or principles. 2 make con- 
flicting or evasive statements. o tergiversation 
noun. tergiversator noun. 


term noun 1 word for definite concept, esp. spe- 
cialized. 2 (in plural) language used; mode of 
expression. 3 (in plural) relation, footing. 4 (in 
plural) stipulations. 5 (in plural) charge, price. 
6 limited period. 7 period of weeks during which 
instruction is given or during which law court 
holds sessions. 8 Logic word(s) which may be 
subject or predicate of proposition. 9 Mathemat- 
ics each quantity in ratio or series. 10 Mathemat- 
ics part of algebraic expression. 11 completion of 
normal length of pregnancy. © verb call, name. 
o come to terms with reconcile oneself to. in 
terms of with reference to. terms of reference 1 
scope of inquiry etc. 2 definition of this. o termly 
adjective. 
m noun 1 formal appellation, designation, epithet, 
expression, name, phrase, title, word. 4 (terms) 
conditions, provisions, provisos, specifications, 
stipulations. 5 (terms) charges, fees, prices, rates, 
schedule, tariff. 6 duration, period, season, span, 
spell, stretch, time. 7 semester, session. 


termagant /'ts:magent/ noun overbearing 
woman; virago. 


terminable /'ts:mməb(ə)l/ adjective able to be 
terminated. 


terminal /'ts:mm(ə)l/adjective1 (ofconditionor 


disease) fatal. 2 (of patient) dying. 3 of or forming 
limit or terminus. @ noun 1 terminating thing; 
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extremity. 2 bus or train terminus; air terminal. 
3 point of connection for closing electric circuit. 
4 apparatus for transmission of messages to and 
from computer, communications system, etc. 
o terminally adverb. 

n adjective 1 deadly, fatal, incurable, killing, lethal, 
mortal. © noun 2 airport, terminus. 3 connection, 
connector, coupling. 4 keyboard, VDU, 
workstation. 


terminate /'ts:mmert/ verb (-ting) 1 bring or 
come to an end. 2 (+ in) end in. 

a 4 bring to an end, formal cease, come to an end, 

discontinue, end, finish, colloquial pack in, phase 

out, stop, wind up. 


termination noun 1 terminating, being ter- 
minated. 2 ending, result. 3 induced abortion. 


terminology /tz:mr'nolədzr/ noun (plural -ies) 


system of specialized terms. O terminological . 


/-na'lod3-/ adjective. 


u argot, cant, jargon, language, nomenclature, 
| phraseology, terms, vocabulary. 
terminus /'ts:mməs/ noun (plural -ni /-nat/ or 


-nuses) point at end of railway or bus route or of 
pipeline etc. 


| n destination, last stop, station, terminal. 


termite /'ts:mait/ noun antlike insect destruc- 
tive to timber. 


tern noun seabird with long pointed wings and 
forked tail. 


ternary /'ts:nart/ adjective composed of 3 parts. 


terrace /'teras/ noun 1 flat area on slope for 
cultivation. 2 level paved area next to house. 3 
row of houses built in one block of uniform style. 
4 terrace house. 5 tiered standing accommoda- 
tion for spectators at sports ground. © verb 
(cing) form into or provide with terrace(s). 
o terrace(d) house house in terrace. 


terracotta /terə'kvtə/ noun 1 unglazed usually 
brownish-red earthenware. 2 its colour. 


terra firma /tera 'fs:mə/ noun dry land; firm 
ground. 3 

terrain /tə'rem/ noun tract of land, esp. in mili- 
tary or geographical contexts. 


u country, ground, land, landscape, territory, 
topography. : 


terra_incognita [tere m'kognite/ noun unex- 
plored region. [Latin] 


terrapin /‘terapm/ noun N. American edible 
freshwater turtle. 3 


terrarium /ta'reariem/ noun (plural -s or -ria) 
1 place for keeping small land animals. 2 trans- 
parent globe containing growing plants. 


terrestrial /ta'restrial/ adjective 1 of or on the 
earth; earthly. 2 of or on dry land. 


| @ 1 earthly, mundane. 


terrible /‘tertb(a)l/ adjective 1 colloquial very 
great, bad, or incompetent. 2 causing or likely to 
cause terror; dreadful. 


terminate | terse 


u 1 acute, colloquial appalling, colloquial awful, 
bad, colloquial beastly, distressing, grave, 
insupportable, intolerable, loathsome, nasty, 
nauseating, outrageous, revolting, colloquial 
shocking, terrific, unbearable, vile. 2 appalling, 
poetical awful, dreadful, fearful, fearsome, 
formidable, frightening, frightful, ghastly, 
gruesome, harrowing, hideous, horrendous, 
horrible, horrific, horrifying, shocking, terrific, 
terrifying. 


terribly adverb 1 colloquial very, extremely. 2 
in terrible manner. 


terrier /‘terta/ noun small active hardy dog. 


terrific /te'rtftk/ adjective 1 colloquial huge; 
Intense; excellent. 2 causing terror. 0 terrifically 
verb. 


m 1 see BIG adjective 1, EXCELLENT, EXTREME 
adjective 1, VIOLENT 2. 


terrify /'terifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) fill with terror. 
UO terrifying adjective. terrifyingly adverb. 


u appal, dismay, frighten, horrify, petrify, shock, 
terrorize. o terrifying see FRIGHTENING 
(FRIGHTEN). 


terrine /ta'ri:n/ noun (earthenware vessel for) 
paté or similar food. 


territorial /terr'to:riel/ adjective of territory or 
district. © noun (Territorial) member of Territor- 
-ial Army. u Territorial Army local volunteer 
reserve force. territorial waters waters under 
state’s jurisdiction, esp. part of sea within stated 
distance of shore. o territorially adverb. 
territory /‘terttart/ noun (plural -ies) 1 extent 
of land under jurisdiction of ruler, state, etc. 2 
(Territory) organized division of a country, esp. 
if not yet admitted to full rights of a state. 3 
sphere ofaction etc.; province. 4representative'’s 
sales area. 5 area defended by animal or human, 
or by team etc. in game. 
u 1 area, colony, country, demesne, district, 
domain, dominion, enclave, land, neighbourhood, 
precinct, province, purlieu, region, Military sector, 
state, terrain, tract, zone. 3 see SPHERE 3. 


terror /‘tera/ noun 1 extreme fear. 2 terrifying 
person or thing. 3 colloquial troublesome or tire- 
some person, esp. child. 4 terrorism. 

u 1 alarm, awe, consternation, dismay, dread, fear, 

fright, slang funk, horror, panic, shock, 

trepidation. 


terrorist noun person using esp. organized vio- 
lence to secure political ends. o terrorism noun. 
m assassin, bomber, desperado, gunman, 
hijacker. 


terrorize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 fill 
with terror. 2 use terrorism against. 

u browbeat, bully, coerce, cow, frighten, 

intimidate, menace, persecute, terrify, threaten, 

torment, tyrannize. 


terry /‘tert/ noun looped pile fabric used for 
nappies, towels, etc. 
terse /ts:s/ adjective Cr, -st) 1 concise, brief. 2 


tertiary | texture 


curt. o tersely adverb. terseness noun. 

| m 1 brief, compact, concentrated, concise, crisp, 
epigrammatic, incisive, laconic, pithy, short, 
succinct, to the point. 2 abrupt, brusque, curt, 
short, colloquial snappy. 


tertiary /'‘ts:Jar1/ adjective of third order, rank, 
etc. 

Terylene /‘terili:n/ noun proprietary term syn- 
thetic polyester textile fibre. 

TESL /'tes(ə)l/ abbreviation teaching of English 
as a second language. 

tesla /'tezlə/ noun SI unit of magnetic flux 
density. 

tessellated /‘tesalertid/ adjective 1 of or resem- 
bling mosaic. 2 finely chequered. 
essellation /tesa'le1f(e)n/ moun close arrange- 
ment of polygons, esp. in repeated pattern. 


test noun 1 critical examination or trial of ' 


person’s or thing’s qualities. 2 means, proced- 
ure, or standard for so doing. 3 minor exam. 4 
colloquial test match. © verb 1 put to test. 2 try 
severely; tax. o test card still television picture 
outside normal programme hours. test case 
Law case setting precedent for other similar 
cases. test drive drive taken to judge vehicle's 
performance. test-drive verb take test drive in. 
test match international cricket or Rugby 
match, usually in series. test out put (theory, 
machine, etc.) to practical test. test-tube thin 
glass tube closed at one end, used for chemical 
tests etc. test-tube baby colloquial baby con- 
ceived elsewhere than in a mother’s body. 
o tester noun. 3 = . 
m noun 1, 2 analysis, appraisal, assay, 
assessment, audition, check, check-up, 
evaluation, examination, inspection, 
interrogation, investigation, trial, try-out. 3 exam, 
examination, quiz. © verb 1 analyse, appraise, 
assay, assess, audition, check, evaluate, 
examine, experiment with, inspect, interrogate, 
investigate, probe, question, quiz, screen, try out. 


testaceous /tes'terfəs/ adjective having hard 
continuous shell. 

testament /'testament/ noun 1 a will. 2 
(usually + to) evidence, proof. 3 Biblical coven- 
ant. 4 (Testament) division of Bible. o testa- 
mentary /-'ment-/ adjective. 

testate /'testert/ adjective having left valid will 
at death. © noun testate person. o testacy /-tasi/ 
noun (plural -ies). s 


testator /tes'tertə/ noun (feminine testatrix 
oe /) (esp. deceased) person who has made a 
will. 


testes plural of Testis. 


testicle /‘testik(e)l/ noun male -organ that 
secretes spermatozoa, esp. one of pair in scrotum 
of man and most mammals. 


testify /'‘testifai/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 (often + to) 
bear witness. 2 give evidence. 3 affirm, declare. 
affirm, attest, formal aver, bear witness, declare, 
give evidence, proclaim, state on oath, swear, 
vouch, witness. 
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testimonial /testr‘meuntel/ noun 1 certificate 
of character, conduct, or qualifications. 2 gift 
presented as mark of esteem. 


ua 1 character reference, commendation, 
| recommendation, reference. 
testimony /'testmənı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 wit- 
ness’s statement under oath etc. 2 declaration, 
statement of fact. 3 evidence. 
1, 2 affidavit, assertion, declaration, deposition, 
evidence, statement, submission. 3 see EVIDENCE 
noun 3. 


testis /'testis/ noun (plural testes /-ti:z/) test- 
icle. 

testosterone /te'stosteraun/ noun male sex 
hormone. 

testy /'testt/ adjective (-ier, -iest) irascible, 
short-tempered. utestily adverb. testiness 
noun. 

tetanus /'tetənəs/ moun bacterial disease 
causing painful spasm of voluntary muscles. 

tetchy /‘tetS1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) peevish, irrit- 
able. a tetchily adverb. tetchiness noun. 

tête-à-tête /terta:'tert/ moun private conver- 
sation between two people. © adverb privately 
without third person. 

tether /‘teda/ noun rope etc. confining grazing 
animal. © verb fasten with tether. o at the end 
of one’s tether at the limit of one’s patience, 
resources, etc. 

m noun chain, cord, fetter, halter, lead, leash, 

restraint, rope. © verb chain up, fasten, fetter, 

leash, restrain, rope, secure, tie up. 


tetra- combining form four. 

tetragon /‘tetregon/ noun plane figure with 
4 sides and angles. o tetragonal /tr'treegen-/ 
adjective. 

tetrahedron /tetra‘hi:dren/ noun (plural -dra 
or -s) 4-sided triangular pyramid. o tetrahedral 
adjective. 

Teutonic /tju:'tontk/ adjective 1 of Germanic 
peoples or languages. 2 German. 


text noun 1 main part of book. 2 original docu- 
ment, esp. as distinct from paraphrase etc. 3 
passage of Scripture, esp. as subject of sermon. 4 
subject, theme. 5 (in plural) books prescribed 
for study. 6 data in textual form, esp. in word 
processor. o textbook book used in studying, 
esp. standard book in any subject. text editor 
computing program allowing user to edit text. 

m 1 content, contents, matter, subject matter, 

words. 3 line, passage, quotation, sentence, 

verse. 4 argument, motif, subject, theme, topic. 5 

(texts) books, textbooks, works, writings. 


textile /'tekstal/ noun (often in plural) fabric, 
esp. woven. @ adjective 1 of weaving or cloth. 2 
ven. 


| m noun cloth, fabric, material, stuff. 


textual /‘tekstfuel/ adjective of, in, or con- 
cerning a text. 


texture /'‘tekst{a/ noun 1 feel or appearance of 
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surface or substance. 2 arrangement of threads 
in textile fabric. © verb ¢ring) (usually as tex- 
tured adjective) 1 provide with texture. 2 provide 
(vegetable protein) with texture like meat. o tex- 
tural adjective. 
n noun 1 appearance, consistency, feel, grain, 
quality, surface, touch. 2 weave. 


Thai /ta/ noun ( plural same or -s) native, 
national, or language of Thailand. © adjective of 
Thailand. 

thalidomide /@a'lidamard/ noun sedative drug 
found in 1961 to cause foetal malformation when 
taken early in pregnancy. 

than /den/ conjunction: introducing comparison. 

thane /ðem/ noun historical 1 holder of land 
from English king by military service, or from 
Scottish king and ranking below earl. 2 
clan-chief. 


thank /0zenk/ verb 1 express gratitude to. 2 hold 
responsible. © noun (in plural) 1 gratitude. 2 col- 
loquial (as interjection) expression. of gratitude. 
u thanksgiving expression of gratitude, esp. to 
God. Thanksgiving (Day) US national holiday on 
fourth Thurs. in Nov. thanks to as result of. 
thank you polite formula expressing gratitude. 

u verb 1 express thanks, say thank you, show 

gratitude. © noun 1 (thanks) acknowledgement, 

appreciation, gratefulness, gratitude, recognition, 

thanksgiving. o thanks to as a result of, because 

of, owing to, through. 


thankful adjective grateful, pleased; expressive 
of thanks. o thankfulness noun. 


m appreciative, contented, glad, grateful, happy, 
indebted, pleased, relieved. 
thankfully adverb 1 in a thankful way. 2 let us 
be thankful that. 


USAGE The use of thankfully to mean ‘let.us be 
thankful that’ is common, but it is considered 
incorrect by some people. 


thankless adjective 1 not feeling or expressing 
gratitude. 2 (of task etc.) unprofitable, unappre- 
ciated. 

1 unappreciative, ungrateful. 2 archaic bootless, 

futile, profitless, unappreciated, unrecognized, - 

unrewarded, unrewarding. = 


that /ðæt/ adjective (plural those /deuz/) 1 used 
to describe the person or thing nearby, indicated, 
just mentioned, or. understood. 2 used to specify 
the further or less immediate of two. @ pronoun 
(plural those /6auz/) 1 that one. 2 the one, the 
person, etc. /dat/ 3 (plural that) who, whom, 
which (used to introduce a defining relative 
clause). © adverb 1 (+ adjective or adverb) to that 


degree; so. 2 (with negative) colloquial very. 


© conjunction /dat/ used to introduce a subordin- 
ate clause expressing esp. a statement, purpose, Or 
result. oat that moreover; then. that is (to say) 
in other words; more correctly or intelligibly. 

thatch /0ætf/ noun roofing of straw, reeds, etc. 
© verb cover with thatch. o thatcher noun. 


thaw /09:/ verb 4 (often + out) pass from frozen 


Thai | then 


into liquid or unfrozen state. 2 (of weather) 
become warm enough to melt ice etc. 3 warm 
into life, animation, cordiality, etc. enoun 1 
thawing. 2 warmth of weather that thaws. 
m verb 1 defrost, de-ice, melt, unfreeze. 2 heat up, 
warm up. 3 melt, relax, soften, warm. 

the /51, Ga, ði:/ adjective (called the definite 
article) 1 denoting person(s) or thing(s) already 
mentioned or known about. 2 describing as 
unique. 3 (+ adjective) which is, who are, etc. 4 
(with the stressed) best known. 5 used with noun 
which represents or symbolizes a group, activity, 
etc. @ adverb (preceding comparatives in expres- 
sions of proportional variation) in or by that 
degree; on that account. 

theatre /‘trete/ noun (US theater) 1 building or 
outdoor area for dramatic performances. 2 
writing, production, acting, etc. of plays. 3 room 
or hall for lectures etc. with seats in tiers. 4 oper- 
ating theatre. 5 scene or field of action. 

m 1 auditorium, hall, opera house, playhouse. 2 

acting, drama, plays, colloquial show business, 

the stage, Thespian arts. 


theatrical /6retrik(s)l/ adjective 1 of or for 
theatre or acting. 2 calculated for effect; showy. 
enoun (in plural) dramatic performances. 
laren! /-keel-/ noun. theatrically ad- 
verb. 

m adjective 1 dramatic, histrionic, Thespian. 2 

affected, artificial, calculated, exaggerated, 

forced, melodramatic, ostentatious, overacted, 

overdone, over the top, showy, stagy, stilted, 

unconvincing, unnatural. 


thee /ði:/ pronoun archaic (as object of verb) you 
(singular)., 
theft /deft/ noun act of stealing. 


u burglary, larceny, pilfering, robbery, stealing, 
thievery. 


their /ðeə/ adjective of or belonging to them. 


. theirs /ðeəz/ pronoun the one(s) belonging to 


them. 

theism /‘8i:1z(e)m/ noun belief in gods or a god. 
n theist noun. theistic /-1sttk/ adjective. 

them /éem, ö(ə)m/ pronoun 4 (as object of verb) 
the people or things in question. 2 (as object of 
verb) people in general. 3 (as object of verb) 
people in authority. 4 colloquial they. @ adjective 
slang or dialect those. 

theme /0i:m/ noun 1 subject or topic of talk 
etc. 2 Music leading melody in a composition. 
3 US school exercise on given subject. o theme 
park amusement park based on unifying idea. 
theme song, tune signature tune. ao thematic 
/6r'meettk/ adjective. thematically /@rmet-/ 
adverb. z 

m 1 argument, core, essence, gist, idea, issue, 

keynote, point, subject, text, thesis, thread, topic. 

2 air, melody, motif, subject, tune. 


themselves [ðam'selvz/ pronoun 1 emphatic 
form of THEY Or THEM. 2 reflexive form of THEM. 


then /ðen/ adverb 1 at that time. 2 after that, 


thence | thermostat 


next. 3 in that case; accordingly. © adjective such 
at that time. © noun that time. u then and there 
immediately and on the spot. 

thence /ðens/ adverb (also from thence) 
archaic or literary 1 from that place. 2 for that 
reason. Othenceforth, thenceforward from 
that time on. 


theo- combining form God or god(s). 


theocracy /0rvkrasi/ noun (plural-ies) form of 
government by God ora god directly or througha 
priestly order etc. o theocratic /@1e'kreetik/ 
adjective. 

theodolite /ðrvdəlart/ noun surveying instru- 
ment for measuring angles. 


theology /@1'vlad51/ noun (plural -ies) study or 
system of (esp. Christian) religion. o theologian 
/®1a'laud3-/ noun. theological /@1a'lnd5-/ adjec- 
tive. 


| a divinity, religion, religious studies. 


theorem /‘fiaram/ noun esp. Mathematics 1 
general proposition not self-evident but demon- 
strable by argument. 2 algebraic rule. 

theoretical /6re'retik(e)l/ adjective 1 con- 
cerned with knowledge but not with its practical 
application. 2 based on theory rather than 
experience. o theoretically adverb. 

m 1 abstract, academic, ideal, impractical, pure 

(science). 2 conjectural, hypothetical, notional, 

formal putative, speculative, suppositious, 

unproven, untested. 


theoretician /@1era'tiJ(@)n/ noun person con- 
cerned with theoretical part of a subject. 


theorist /‘61erist/ noun holder or inventor of a 
theory. 

theorize /‘Oteraiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-Sing) evolve or indulge in theories. 


| m conjecture, guess, hypothesize, speculate. 


theory /‘61ar1/ noun (plural -ies) 1 supposition 
or system of ideas explaining something, esp. one 
based on general principles. 2 speculative view. 
3 abstract knowledge or speculative thought. 4 
exposition of principles of a science etc. 5 collec- 
tion of propositions to illustrate principles of a 
mathematical subject. 
m 1 argument, assumption, belief, conjecture, 
explanation, guess, hypothesis, idea, notion, 
speculation, supposition, surmise, thesis, view. 4 
laws, principles, rules, science. 


theosophy /ðr'vsəft/ noun (plural -ies) philo- 
sophy professing to achieve knowledge of God by 
direct intuition, spiritual ecstasy, etc. o theo- 
sophical /@19'spf-/ adjective. theosophist noun. 


therapeutic /ðerə'pju:tık/ adjective 1 of, for, or 
contributing to the cure of diseases. 2 soothing; 
conducive to well-being. uo therapeutically 
adverb. 

a 1 corrective, curative, healing, medicinal, 

remedial, restorative. 2 beneficial, healthy, 

helpful, salubrious. 


therapeutics plural noun (usually treated as 


800 


singular) branch of medicine concerned with 
cures and remedies. 

therapy /'ðerəpı/ noun (plural -ies) non- 
surgical treatment of disease etc. o therapist 
noun. 


u cure, healing, remedy, treatment. o therapist 
counsellor, healer, psychoanalyst, 
psychotherapist. 


there /ðeə/ adverb 1 in, at, or to that place or 
position. 2 at that point. 3 in that respect. 4 used 
for emphasis in calling attention. 5 used to indi- 
cate the fact or existence of something. © noun that 
place. © interjection 1 expressing confirmation, 
triumph, etc.. 2 used to soothe a child etc. 
Othereabout(s) near that place, amount, or 
time. thereafter formal after that. thereby by 
that means or agency. therefore for that reason; 
accordingly, consequently. therein formal in 
that place or respect. thereof formal of that or 
it. thereto formal 1 to that or it. 2 in addition. 
thereupon 1 in consequence of that. 2 directly 
after that. 


m o therefore accordingly, consequently, hence, 
| so, formal thus. 


therm /63:m/ noun unit of heat; former UK unit 
of gas supplied. 

thermal /'03:m(ə)l/ adjective of, for, producing, 
or retaining heat. © noun rising current of warm 
air. othermal unit unit for measuring heat. 
o thermally adverb. 


thermionic valve /@3:mr'pnik/ noun device 

giving flow of electrons in one direction from 
heated substance, used esp. in rectification of 
current and in radio reception. 


thermo- combining form heat. 


thermodynamics /§3:maodar'nzemiks/ 
plural noun (usually treated as singular) science 
of relationship between heat and other forms of 
energy. O thermodynamic adjective. 


thermoelectric /03:maur'lektrik/ adjective 
producing electricity by difference of tempera- 
tures. = 

thermometer /6e'momita/ noun instrument 
for measuring temperature, esp. graduated glass 
tube containing mercury or alcohol. 

thermonuclear /€3:mau'nju:klie/ adjective 1 
relating to nuclear reactions that occur only at 


very high temperatures. 2 (of bomb etc.) using 
such reactions. 


thermoplastic /0s:məv'plæstrk/ adjective 
becoming plastic on heating and hardening on 
cooling. © noun thermoplastic substance. 

Thermos /'03:mas/ noun (in full Thermos flask) 
proprietary term vacuum flask. 

thermosetting /‘és:mausetm/ adjective (of 
plastics) setting permanently when heated. 

thermosphere /'ds:masfia/ noun region of 
atmosphere beyond mesosphere. 

thermostat /'03:məstæt/ noun device for auto- 
matic regulation of temperature. o thermo- 


static /-'stet-/ adjective. th taticall 
l-'stæt-/ adverb. É epr H 
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esaurus JOr'so:ras/ noun ( plural -ri /-rat/ or 
-ruses) dictionary of synonyms etc. 
these plural of THIS. 
thesis [Si:sts/ noun ( plural theses /-si:z/) 1 pro- 
position to be maintained or proved. 2 disserta- 
tion, esp. by candidate for higher degree. 
u 1 argument, assertion, contention, hypothesis, 
idea, opinion, postulate, premise, premiss, 
roposition, theory, view. 2 disquisition, 
dissertation, essay, monograph, paper, tract, 
treatise. 


Thespian /'8esprən/ adjective of drama. © noun 
actor or actress. 

they /de1/ pronoun (as subject of verb) 1 the 
people or things in question. 2 people in general. 
3 people in authority. 

they’d /de1d/ 1 they had. 2 they would. 

they'll /deral/ they will; they shall. 

they’re /ðeə/ they are. 

they've /derv/ they have. 


thiamine /‘daramm/ noun (also thiamin) B 
vitamin found in unrefined cereals, beans, and 
liver. 


thick /01k/ adjective 1 of great or specified extent 
between opposite surfaces. 2 (of line etc.) broad, 
not fine. 3 closely set; dense; crowded. 4 (usually 
+ with) densely filled or covered. 5 firm in con- 
sistency. 6 made of thick material. 7 muddy; 
impenetrable. 8 colloquial stupid. 9 (of voice) 
indistinct. 10 (of accent) marked. 11 colloquial 
intimate. © noun thick part of anything. oad- 
verb thickly. o a bit thick colloquial unreason- 
able, intolerable. in the thick of in the busiest 
part of. thickhead colloquial stupid person. 
thickheaded adjective. thickset 1 heavily or 
solidly built. 2 set or growing close together. 
thick-skinned not sensitive to criticism. 
through thick and thin under all conditions; in 
spite of all difficulties. o thickly adverb. 
m adjective 1 broad, bulky, chunky, fat, stout, 
sturdy, wide. 2 broad, fat, wide. 3 abundant, bushy, 
compact, dense, impassable, impenetrable, 
luxuriant, numerous, packed, plentiful, solid. 4 
alive, bristling, chock-full, choked, covered, 
crammed, crawling, crowded, filled, full, jammed, 
packed, swarming, teeming. 5 clotted, coagulated, 
concentrated, condensed, firm, glutinous, heavy, 
jellied, stiff, viscid, viscous. 6 bulky, deep, heavy, 
substantial, woolly. 


thicken verb 1 make or become thick(er). 2 


become more complicated. 
u 1 coagulate, clot, congeal, firm up, gel, colloquial 
jell, reduce, solidify, stiffen. 


thickener noun substance used to thicken 
liquid. 


thickening noun 1 thickened part. 2 = THICK- 
‘ENER. 


thicket /‘61kit/ noun tangle of shrubs or trees. 


thickness noun 1 being thick. 2 measure of 


this. 3 layer. 


thesaurus | thing 


m 1, 2 breadth, density, depth, fatness, viscosi 
width. 3 coating, layer, Ps stratum. eee 


thief /0i:f/ noun (plural i 

who steals, esp. ee lees Sve). Ere 
bandit, brigand, burglar, cat burglar, em 
historical highwayman, thedssbronene oe 
kleptomaniac, looter, mugger, peculator, 
pickpocket, pilferer, pirate, formal or jocular 
purloiner, robber, safe-cracker, shoplifter, stealer, 
swindler. 


thieve /8i:v/ verb (-ving) be a thief; steal. 
O thievery noun. thieving adjective & noun. 

no thieving (adjective) dishonest, light-fingered, 

rapacious; (noun) see STEALING (STEAL). 


thievish adjective given to stealing. 


thigh /6ar/ noun part ofleg between hip and knee. 
o thigh-bone femur. 


thimble /‘émb(e)!/ noun metal or plastic cap 
worn to protect finger and push needle in sewing. 


thimbleful noun (plural-s) small quantity, esp. 
of drink. 


thin /0m/ adjective (-nn-) 1 having opposite sur- 
faces close together; of small thickness or 
diameter. 2 (of line etc.) narrow, fine. 3 made 
of thin material. 4 lean, not plump. 5 not dense 
or copious. 6 of slight consistency. 7 weak; lack- 
ing an important ingredient. 8 (of excuse etc.) 
transparent, flimsy. © adverb thinly. © verb 
(-nn-) 1 make or become thin(ner). 2 (often + out) 
make or become less dense, crowded, or numer- 
ous. Othin on the ground few. thin on top 
balding. thin-skinned sensitive to criticism. 
o thinly adverb. thinness noun. 
a adjective 1, 2 attenuated, fine, narrow, skinny, 
slender, slim, spindly. 3 delicate, diaphanous, 
filmy, fine, flimsy, gauzy, insubstantial, light, 
see-through, sheer (silk), translucent, 
transparent. 4 anorexic, bony, cadaverous, 
emaciated, gangling, gaunt, lanky, lean, rangy, 
scraggy, scrawny, skeletal, skinny, slender, slight, 
slim, small, spare, spindly, underfed, 
undernourished, underweight, wiry. 5 meagre, 
rarefied (atmosphere), scanty, scarce, scattered, 
sparse, wispy. 6 dilute, fluid, runny, sloppy, watery, 
weak. 8 feeble, flimsy, implausible, tenuous, 
transparent, unconvincing. © verb 1 attenuate, 
reduce, trim. 2 decrease, dilute, diminish, 
disperse, prune, reduce, trim, water down, weaken, 


weed out. 


thine /dam/ archaic pronoun yours (singular). 
@ adjective your (singular). 


thing /0m/ noun 1 any possible object of thought 
or eS including people, material objects, 
events, qualities, details, ideas, utterances, and 
acts. 2 colloquial one’s special interest. 3 (the 
thing) colloquial what is proper, fashionable, 
needed, important, etc. 4 (in plural) personal 
belongings, clothing, or equipment. 5 (in plural) 
affairs, circumstances. 0 have athing about col- 
loquial be obsessed by or prejudiced about. 


thingummy | thorough 


a 1 (material object) apparatus, artefact, article, 
contrivance, device, entity, gadget, implement, 
invention, item, object, utensil; (event) colloquial 
affair, circumstance, deed, event, eventuality, 
happening, incident, occurrence, phenomenon; 
(idea, detail, utterance, etc.) concept, concern, 
detail, fact, factor, feeling, idea, matter, point, 
statement, thought; (act) act, action, chore, deed, 
job, responsibility, task. 4 (things) baggage, 
belongings, clothing, equipment, gear, luggage, 
possessions, stuff. 5 (things) affairs, 
circumstances, conditions, life. o have a thing 
about be neurotic about, be obsessed with, be 
passionate about, be preoccupied with, have an 
aversion to, have a fixation about, slang have a 
hang-up about, have a phobia about. 


thingummy /'0məmı/ noun (plural -ies) (also 
thingumabob /-məbvb/, thingumajig /-məd319/) 
colloquial person or thing whose name one 
forgets or does not know. 
think /6mk/ verb (past & past participle thought 
/@9:t/) 1 be of opinion. 2 (+ of, about) consider. 
3 exercise mind. 4 form ideas; imagine. 5 have 
half-formed intention. © noun colloquial act of 
thinking. o think better of change one’s mind 
about (intention) after reconsideration. think 
out 1 consider carefully. 2 devise. think over 
reflect on. think-tank colloquial group of experts 
providing advice and ideas on national or com- 
mercial problems. think twice avoid hasty 
action etc. think up colloquial devise. o think- 
able adjective. 
a verb 1 accept, admit, assume, be convinced, 
believe, be under the impression, conclude, 
consider, formal deem, estimate, feel, guess, 
judge, presume, reckon, suppose, surmise. 2 
(think about) attend to, chew over, consider, 
contemplate, dwell on, give thought to, mull over, 
ponder, remember, remind oneself of. 3 brood, 
cogitate, concentrate, contemplate, deliberate, 
meditate, muse, ponder, rack one's brains, reason, 
reflect, reminisce, ruminate, use one's 
intelligence, work things out, worry. 4 daydream, 
dream, fancy, fantasize, imagine. o think better 
of see RECONSIDER. think up see DEVISE 1. 


thinker noun 1 person who thinks in specified 
way. 2 person with skilled or powerful mind. 

@ 2 colloquial brain, innovator, inventor, 

mastermind, philosopher, sage, savant, scholar. 


thinking adjective intelligent, rational. © noun 
opinion, judgement. 


| @ adjective see INTELLIGENT, THOUGHTFUL 1. 


thinner noun solvent for diluting paint etc. 


third /03:d/ adjective & noun 1 next after second. 

2 any of 3 equal parts of thing. o third degree 
severe and protracted interrogation by police 
etc. third man Cricket fielder near boundary 
behind slips. third party another party besides 
the two principals. third-party insurance in- 
surance against damage or injury suffered 
by person other than the insured. third-rate 
inferior; very poor. Third World developing 
countries of Africa; Asia, and Latin America. 
O thirdly adverb. 
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thirst /0s:st/ noun 1 (discomfort caused by) need 
to drink. 2 desire, craving. © verb (often + for, 
after) feel thirst. 

a noun 1 dryness, thirstiness. 2 appetite, craving, 

desire, eagerness, hunger, itch, longing, lust, 

passion, urge, wish, yearning, colloquial yen. 

© verb (thirst for, after) crave, desire, hunger for, 

long for, strive after, want, wish for, yearn for. 


thirsty /'03:stı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 feeling 
thirst. 2 (of land, season, etc.) dry, parched. 3 
(often + for, after) eager. 4 colloquial causing 
thirst. o thirstily adverb. thirstiness noun. 

u 1 dehydrated, colloquial dry, colloquial parched. 

3 avid, craving, desirous, eager, greedy, 

hankering, itching, longing, voracious, yearning. 


thirteen /03:'ti:n/ adjective & noun one more 
than twelve. o thirteenth adjective & noun. 

thirty /'63:t1/ adjective & noun (plural -ies) three 
times ten. o thirtieth adjective & noun. 

this /é1s/ adjective (plural these /ði:z/) 1 used to 
describe the person or thing nearby, indicated, just 
mentioned, or understood. 2 used to specify the 
nearer or more immediate of two. 3 the present 
(morning, week, etc.). © pronoun (plural these 
/di:z/) this one. © adverb (+ adjective or adverb) 
to this degree or extent. 

thistle /'8rs(ə)l/ noun 1 prickly plant, usually 
with globular heads of purple flowers. 2 this as 
Scottish national emblem. o thistledown down 
containing thistle-seeds. o thistly adjective. 


thither /‘d16a/ adverb archaic or formal to that 
place. 


tho’ = THOUGH. 

thole /@aul/ noun (in full thole-pin) 1 pin in 
gunwale of boat as fulcrum for oar. 2 each of two 
such pins forming rowlock. 


thong /60n/ zoun narrow strip ofhide or leather. 


thorax /‘0o:reeks/ noun (plural -races |-resi:2/ 
or -raxes) part of the body between neck and 
abdomen. o thoracic /-'ræs-/ adjective. 


thorn /69:n/ noun 1 sharp-pointed projection on 
plant. 2 thorn-bearing shrub or tree. o thornless 
adjective. 
| @ 1 barb, needle, prickle, spike, spine. 


thorny adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 having many 
thorns. 2 (of subject) problematic; causing dis- 
agreement. 


m 1 barbed, bristly, prickly, scratchy, sharp, spiky, 
spiny. 2 see DIFFICULT 1. 


thorough /‘daro/ adjective 1 complete, unquali- 
fied; not superficial. 2 acting or done with great 
care etc. 3 absolute. o thoroughbred adjective 
1 of pure breed. 2 high-spirited. @ noun such 
animal, esp. horse. thoroughfare public way 
open at both ends, esp. main road. thorough- 
going thorough, complete. n thoroughly adverb. 
thoroughness noun. 
m 1 complete, comprehensive, deep, detailed, 
exhaustive, extensive, full, in-depth, penetrating, 
probing, searching, systematic, thoroughgoing, 
total, unqualified. 2 assiduous, attentive, careful, 
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conscientious, diligent, efficient, methodical, 
meticulous, observant, orderly, organized, 
painstaking, particular, scrupulous, thoughtful, 
watchful. 3 absolute, literary arrant, complete, 
downright, out and out, perfect, colloquial proper, 
sheer, thoroughgoing, total, unmitigated, 
unmixed, unqualified, utter. 


those plural of THAT. 

thou! /6au/ pronoun archaic (as subject of verb) 
you (singular). 

thou? /dau/ noun (plural same or -s) colloquial 1 
thousand. 2 one thousandth. 

though /d2u/ (also tho’) conjunction 1 in spite 
of the fact that. 2 even if. 3 and yet. © adverb 
colloquial however; all the same. 


thought’ /0:t/ noun 1 process, power, faculty, 
etc. of thinking. 2 particular way of thinking. 3 
sober reflection, consideration. 4 care or 
concern. 5 idea, notion. 6 intention, purpose. 7 
(usually in plural) one’s opinion. 
u 1, 3 brooding, cerebration, cogitation, 
concentration, consideration, contemplation, 
daydreaming, deliberation, intelligence, 
introspection, meditation, mental activity, musing, 
pensiveness, literary ratiocination, rationality, 
reason, reasoning, reflection, reverie, rumination, 
study, thinking, worrying. 4 attention, care, 
concern, consideration, kindness, regard, 
solicitude, thoughtfulness. 5 belief, concept, 
conception, conclusion, conjecture, conviction, 
idea, notion, observation, opinion. 6 aim, design, 
dream, expectation, hope, intention, objective, 
plan, prospect, vision. 


thought’ past & past participle of THINK. 
thoughtful adjective 1 engaged in or given to 
meditation. 2 giving signs of serious thought. 3 
considerate. o thoughtfully adverb. thought- 
fulness noun. 
1 absorbed, abstracted, anxious, attentive, 
brooding, contemplative, dreamy, grave, 
introspective, meditative, pensive, philosophical, 
rapt, reflective, serious, solemn, studious, 
thinking, wary, watchful, worried. 2 careful, 
conscientious, diligent, exhaustive, intelligent, 
methodical, meticulous, observant, orderly, 
organized, painstaking, rational, scrupulous, 
sensible, systematic, thorough. 3 attentive, caring, 
compassionate, concerned, considerate, friendly, 
good-natured, helpful, kind, obliging, 
public-spirited, solicitous, unselfish. 


thoughtless adjective 1 careless of others’ feel- 
ings. 2 careless of consequences. 3 caused by lack 
of thought. o thoughtlessly adverb. thought- 
lessness noun. 
a 1 cruel, heartless, impolite, inconsiderate, 
insensitive, rude, selfish, tactless, uncaring, 
undiplomatic, unfeeling, unkind. 2, 3 
absent-minded, careless, forgetful, hasty, 
heedless, ill-considered, impetuous, inadvertent, 
inattentive, injudicious, irresponsible, mindless, 
negligent, rash, reckless, scatterbrained, stupid, 
unobservant, unthinking. 


thousand /‘éauz(e)nd/ adjective & noun 1 


those | three 


(plural same) ten hundred. 2 (thousands) collo- 


quial large number. o thousandth adjective & 
noun, 


thrall /6ro:1/ noun literary 4 (often + of, to) slave. 
2 slavery. u thraldom noun. 


thrash /érzJ/ verb 1 beat or whip severely. 2 
defeat thoroughly. 3 move or fling (esp. limbs) 
violently. o thrash out discuss to conclusion. 

u 1 beat, birch, cane, chastise, flay, flog, hit, lash, 

scourge, whip. 2 see DEFEAT verb 1. 


thread /6red/ moun 1 spun-outcotton, silk, glass, 
etc. 2 length of this. 3 thin cord of twisted yarns 
used esp. in sewing and weaving. 4 continuous 
aspect of thing. 5 spiral ridge of screw. © verb 1 
pass thread through (needle). 2 put (beads) on 
thread. 3 arrange (material in strip form, e.g. 
film) in proper position on equipment. 4 pick 
(one’s way) through maze, crowded place, etc. 
o threadbare 1 (of cloth) so worn that nap is lost 
and threads showing. 2 (of person) shabby. 3 (of 
idea etc.) hackneyed. threadworm parasitic 
threadlike worm. 
m noun 1 fibre, filament, strand, yarn. 2, 3 cord, 
line, string, twine, yarn. 4 continuity, course, 
direction, drift, line of thought, plot, storyline, tenor, 
theme. © verb 4 (thread one's way) file, pass, pick 
one's way, weave, wind. o threadbare 1 frayed, 
old, ragged, tattered, colloquial tatty, worn, worn 
out. 2 colloquial scruffy, shabby. 


threat /Gret/ noun 1 declaration of intention to 
punish or hurt. 2 indication of something 
undesirable coming. 3 person or thing regarded 
as dangerous. 

1 intimidation, menace, warning. 2 forewarning, 

intimation, omen, portent, presage, warning. 3 

danger, hazard, menace, risk. 


threaten /‘dret(a)n/ verb 1 use threats towards. 
2 be sign or indication of (something 
undesirable). 3 (+ to do) announce one’s inten- 
tion to do (undesirable thing). 4 give warning of 
infliction of (harm etc.). 5 put in danger. 6 (as 
threatened adjective) (of species etc.) likely to 
become extinct. o threatening adjective. 

1 browbeat, bully, cow, frighten, intimidate, 

menace, pressurize, terrorize. 2 forebode, 

foreshadow, forewarn of, portend, presage, warn 

of. 5 endanger, imperil, jeopardize, put at risk. 

n threatening forbidding, grim, impending, 

looming, menacing, formal minatory, ominous, 

portentous, sinister, stern, ugly, unfriendly, 


worrying. 


three /0ri:/ adjective & noun one more than two. 
u three-cornered 1 triangular. 2 (of contest etc.) 
between 3 people etc. three-dimensional having 
or appearing to have length, breadth, and depth. 
three-legged race race for pairs with right leg of 
one tied to other's left leg. threepence ['Srepens/ 
sum of 3 pence. threepenny /8repant/ costing 3 
pence. three-piece (suit or suite) consisting of 3 
items. three-ply 1 (wool etc.) having 3 strands. 2 
(plywood) having 3 layers. three-point turn 
method of turning vehicle in narrow space by 
moving forwards, backwards, and forwards 


threefold | throw 


again. three-quarter Rugby any of 3 or 4 players 
just behind half-backs. the three Rs reading, 
writing, and arithmetic. 


n noun triad, trio, triplet, triumvirate. 
| o three-dimensional solid, stereoscopic. 
threefold adjective & adverb three times as 
much or many. 


threesome noun group of 8 people. 


threnody /‘Grenadi/ noun (plural -ies) song of 
lamentation. 


thresh verb beat out or separate grain from 
(corn etc.). o thresher noun. 


threshold /‘éresauld/ noun 1 plank or stone 
forming bottom of doorway. 2 point of entry. 3 
limit below which stimulus causes no reaction. 


@ 1 doorstep, doorway, entrance, sill. 2 see 
BEGINNING 1,2. 


threw past of THROW. 
thrice adverb archaic or literary 3 times. 


thrift noun frugality; economical management. 
othriftless adjective. thrifty adjective (-ier, 
-iest). 

a o thrifty careful, economical, frugal, 

parsimonious, provident, prudent, skimping, 

sparing. 


thrill noun 1 wave or nervous tremor of emotion 
or sensation. 2 throb, pulsation. © verb 1 (cause 
to) feel thrill. 2 quiver or throb (as) with emotion. 
o thrilling adjective. 

a noun 1 slang buzz, excitement, frisson, 

colloquial kick, shiver, tingle, titillation, tremor. 

© verb 1 arouse, delight, electrify, excite, 

galvanize, rouse, stimulate, stir, titillate. o thrilling 

see EXCITING (EXCITE). 


thriller noun sensational or exciting play, story, 
etc. 


m crime story, detective story, mystery, colloquial 
whodunit. 


thrips noun (plural same) insect harmful to 
plants. 


thrive verb (-ving; past throve or thrived; past 
participle thriven /'Orrv(ə)n/ or thrived) 1 
prosper. 2 grow vigorously. o thriving adjective. 
m 1 boom, do well, flourish, prosper, succeed. 2 
bloom, burgeon, come on, develop, expand, 
flourish, grow, increase, make strides. o thriving 
see PROSPEROUS 2, VIGOROUS (VIGOUR). 


thro’ = THROUGH. 


throat noun 1 gullet, windpipe. 2 front of neck. 
3 literary narrow passage or entrance. 


throaty adjective (-ier, -iest) (of voice) hoarsely 
resonant. 


m deep, gravelly, gruff, guttural, hoarse, husky, 
rasping, rough, thick. 


throb verb (-bb-) 1 pulsate. 2 vibrate with per- 
sistent rhythm or with emotion. e noun throb- 
bing; violent beat or pulsation. 
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m verb beat, palpitate, pound, pulsate, pulse, 
vibrate. 


throe noun (usually in plural) violent pang. o in 
the throes of struggling with the task of. 


m convulsion, pain, pang, paroxysm, spasm; 
(throes) labour, labour pains. 


thrombosis /6rom'beusis/ noun (plural-boses 
/-si:z/) coagulation of blood in blood vessel or 


organ. 
| u blood clot, embolism. 


throne noun 1 ceremonial chair for sovereign, 
bishop, etc. 2 sovereign power. © verb (-ning) 
enthrone. 

throng noun (often + of) crowd, esp. of people. 
overb 1 come in multitudes. 2 fill (as) with 
crowd. 


u noun assembly, crowd, crush, gathering, 
usually derogatory horde, jam, mass, mob, 
multitude, swarm. 


throstle /‘6ros(s)1/ noun song thrush. 


throttle /‘6rvt(e)l/ noun 1 (lever etc. operating) 

valve controlling flow of steam or fuel in engine. 
2 throat. everb (-ling) 1 choke, strangle. 2 
control (engine etc.) with throttle. o throttle 
back, down reduce speed of (engine etc.) by 
throttling. 


| m verb 1 asphyxiate, choke, strangle, suffocate. 


through /6ru:/ (also thro’, US thru) preposition 
1 from end to end or side to side of. 2 between, 
among. 3 from beginning to end of. 4 by agency, 
means, or fault of; by reason of. 5 US up to and 
including. @ adverb 1 through something; from 
end to end. 2 to the end. © adjective 1 (of journey 
etc.) done without change of line, vehicle, etc. 2 
(of traffic) going through a place to its destina- 
tion. 3 (of road) open at both ends. o be through 
colloquial (often + with) 1 have finished. 2 cease 
to have dealings. through and through thor- 
oughly, completely. throughput amount of ma- 
terial put through a manufacturing etc. process 
or a computer. 


throughout /ðru:'aut/ preposition right 
through; from end to end of. © adverb in every 
part or respect. 


throve past of THRIVE. 


throw /6rau/ verb (past threw /@ru:/; past parti- 
ciple thrown) 1 propel through space. 2 force viol- 
ently into specified position or state. 3 turn or 
move (part: of body) quickly or suddenly. 4 
project (rays, light, etc.); cast (shadow). 5 bring 
to the ground. 6 colloquial disconcert. 7 (+ on, off, 
etc.) put (clothes etc.) carelessly or hastily on, off, 
etc. 8 cause (dice) to fall on table etc. 9 obtain 
(specified number) thus. 10 cause to pass or 
extend suddenly to another state or position. 11 
move (switch, lever). 12 shape (pottery) on 
wheel. 13 have (fit, tantrum, etc.). 14 give (@ 
party). © noun 1 throwing, being thrown. 2 dis- 
tance a thing is or may be thrown. 3 (a throw) 
slang each, per item. o throw away 1 discard 
as unwanted. 2 waste; fail to make use of. 
throw-away adjective 1 to be thrown away after 
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(one) use. 2 deliberately underemphasized. 
throw back (usually in passive, + on) compel to 
rely on. throwback (instance of) reversion to 
ancestral character. throw in 1 interpose (word, 
remark). 2 include at no extra cost. 3 throw 
(football) from edge of pitch where it has gone 
out of play. throw-in noun throwing in of football 
from edge of pitch. throw in the towel admit 
defeat. throw off 1 discard; contrive to get rid 
of. 2 write or utter in offhand way. throw open 
(often + to) 1 cause to be suddenly or widely open. 
2 make accessible. throw out 1 put out forcibly 
or suddenly. 2 discard as unwanted. 3 reject. 
throw over desert, abandon. throw together 1 
assemble hastily. 2 bring into casual contact. 
throw up 1 abandon. 2 resign from. 3 vomit. 4 
erect hastily. 5 bring to notice. 

u verb 1,2 bowl, slang bung, cast, colloquial 
chuck, fling, colloquial heave, hurl, launch, lob, 
pelt, pitch, propel, put (the shot), send, shy, 
colloquial sling, toss. 4 cast, project, shed. 5 
dislodge, floor, shake off, throw down, throw off, 
unseat, upset. 6 see DISCONCERT. O throw away 1 
see DISCARD 1. throw-away 41 disposable. 2 
casual, offhand, passing, unimportant. throw out 
4 see EXPEL 1. throw up 3 see VOMIT verb 1.5 see 
PRODUCE verb 2. 


thrum verb (-mm-) 1 play (stringed instrument) 
monotonously or unskilfully. 2 (often + on) drum 
idly. © noun 1 such playing. 2 resultant sound. 


thrush’ noun kind of songbird. 


thrush? noun fungus infection of throat, esp. in 
children, or of vagina. 


thrust verb (past & past participle thrust) 1 push 
with sudden impulse or with force. 2 (+ on) 
impose (thing) forcibly on. 3 (+ at, through) 
pierce, stab; lunge suddenly. 4 make (one’s way) 
forcibly. 5 (as thrusting adjective) aggressive, 
ambitious. © noun 1 sudden or forcible push or 
lunge. 2 forward force exerted by propeller or jet 
etc. 3 strong attempt to penetrate enemy's line 
or territory. 4 remark aimed at person. 5 stress 
i between parts of arch etc. 6 (often + of) theme, 
gist. ` 
u verb 14 drive, force, impel, poke, press, prod, 
propel, push, ram, send, shove, stick. 2 (thrust on) 
force on, impose on, press on, urge on. 3jab, lunge, 
pierce, plunge, poke, stab, stick. 4 butt, elbow, 
force, push, ram, shoulder, shove. 


thud /0ad/ noun low dull sound as of blow on 
non-resonant thing. © verb (-dd-) make thud; fall 
with thud. 


thug /0ag/ noun vicious or brutal ruffian: 
a thuggery noun. thuggish adjective. 

u bully, criminal, delinquent, desperado, 

gangster, hoodlum, hooligan, mugger, rough, 

ruffian, tough, troublemaker, vandal, slang yob. 


thumb /0am/ noun 1 short thick finger on hand, 
set apart from other 4. 2 part of glove for thumb. 
@verb 1 soil or wear with thumb. 2 turn over 
pages (as) with thumb. 3 request or get (lift) by 
sticking out thumb. o thumbindex set oflettered 
grooves cut down side of book etc. for easy refer- 
ence. thumbnail @ noun nail of thumb. © adjec- 


thrum | tiara 


tive concise. thumbscrew instrument 

of torture 
for squeezing thumbs. thumbs up, down indica- 
tion of approval or rejection. under (person’s) 


thumb dominated by him or her. 


thump /Samp/ verb 4 beat heavil 
y, esp. with fist. 
2 throb strongly. 3 (+ at, on, etc.) knock loudly. 


@ noun (sound of) heavy blow. 


thumping adjective colloquial huge. 
thunder /'0andə/ noun 1 loud noise accompany- 


ing lightning. 2 resounding loud deep noise. 3 
strong censure. @verb 1 sound with or like 


thunder. 2 move with loud noise. 


3 utter loudly. 


4 (+ against etc.) make violent threats. 0 thun- 
derbolt 1 flash of lightning with crash of 
thunder. 2 unexpected occurrence or announce- 


ment. 3 supposed bolt or shaft 


as destructive 


agent. thunderclap crash of thunder. thun- 
dercloud electrically charged cumulus cloud. 
thunderstorm storm with thunder and light- 


ning. thunderstruck amazed. 


- adjective. thundery adjective. 
u noun 1, 2 clap, crack, peal, roll, rumble. 
u thunderous booming, deafening, loud, 


reverberant, reverberating, roaring 


u thunderous 


, rumbling. 


thundering adjective colloquial huge. 

Thur. abbreviation (also Thurs.) Thursday. 
thurible /‘6juertb()l/ noun censer. 
Thursday /'63:zder/ noun day of week following 


Wednesday. 


thus /6as/ adverb formal 4 in this way, like this. 
2 accordingly; as a result or inference. 3 to this 


extent; so. 


m 2 accordingly, consequently, for this reason, 


hence, so, therefore. 


thwack verb hit with heavy blow. © noun heavy 


blow. 


thwart /6wo:t/ verb frustrate, foil. enoun 


rower’s seat. 
n verb baffle, baulk, block, check, 
hinder, impede, obstruct, prevent, 
of, stop, stump. 


foil, frustrate, 
stand inthe way 


thy /da1/ adjective (also thine, esp. before vowel) 


archaic your (singular). 


thyme /tam/ noun herb with aromatic leaves. 
thymol ['Sammol/ noun antiseptic made from oil 


of thyme. 


thymus [ames] noun (plural thymi |-mar/) 
ductless gland near base of neck. 
thyroid /Sarroid/ noun thyroid gland. a thyroid 
cartil f 


cartilage large age o 


larynx forming 


Adam’s apple. thyroid gland 1 large ductless 
gland near larynx secreting hormone which 
regulates growth and development. 2 extract of 


this. 


thyself /dar'self/ pronoun archaic 4 emphatic 
oa of THOU' Or THEE. 2 reflexive form Of THEE. 


ti=TE. 


tiara /tra:re/ noun 4 jewelled ornamental band 


worn on front of woman's hai 
diadem formerly worn by pope. 


ir. 2 3-crowned 


tibia | tiger 


tibia /‘tib1a/ noun (plural tibiae /-bii:/) inner of 
two bones extending from knee to ankle. 

tic noun (in full nervous tic) spasmodic contrac- 
tion of muscles, esp. of face. 

tick‘ noun 1 slight recurring click, esp. of watch 
or clock. 2 colloquial moment. 3 small mark (V) 
to denote correctness etc. @ verb 1 make sound 
of tick. 2 (often + off) mark with tick. o tick off 
colloquial reprimand. ticking-off noun. tick over 
1 (of engine) idle. 2 function at basic level. 
tick-tack kind of manual semaphore used by 
racecourse bookmakers. tick-tock ticking of 
large clock etc. 

tick? noun parasitic arachnid or insect on 
animals. 

tick? noun colloquial financial credit. 

tick’ noun 1 case of mattress or pillow. 2 ticking. 

ticker noun colloquial 1 heart. 2 watch. 3 US 
tape machine. oticker-tape paper strip from 
tape machine, esp. as thrown from windows to 
greet celebrity. 

ticket /‘tkit/ noun 1 piece of paper or card entit- 
ling holder to enter place, participate in event, 
travel by public transport, etc. 2 notification of 
traffic offence etc. 3 certificate of discharge from 
army or of qualification as ship’s master, pilot, 
etc. 4 price etc. label. 5 esp. US list of candidates 
put forward by group, esp. political party. 6 esp. 
US principles of party. 7 (the ticket) colloquial 
what is needed. © verb (-t-) attach ticket to. 


a noun 1 coupon, pass, permit, token, voucher. 4 
docket, label, marker, tab, tag. 


ticking noun strong usually striped material to 
cover mattresses etc. 

tickle /‘tik(e)l/ verb (-ling) 1 touch or stroke 
lightly so as to produce laughter and spasmodic 
movement. 2 excite agreeably; amuse. 3 catch 
(trout etc.) by rubbing it so that it moves back- 
pans into hand. © noun act or sensation of tick- 

ing. 

ticklish /‘ttklrJ/ adjective 1 sensitive to tickling. 

2 difficult to handle. 


m 2 awkward, delicate, difficult, risky, thorny, 
touchy, tricky. 


tidal /'tard(ə)l/ adjective related to, like, or affec- 
ted by tides. o tidal wave 1 exceptionally large 
ocean wave, esp. one caused by underwater 
earthquake. 2 widespread manifestation of 
- feeling etc. 
tidbit US = Trrerr. 


tiddler [‘tidla/ noun colloquial 1 small fish, esp. 
stickleback or minnow. 2 unusually small thing. 

tiddly' /‘tidli/ adjective (-ier, -lest) colloquial 
slightly drunk. 

Sadly ['tıdlı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 
ittle. 


tiddly-wink /'tidlrwmk/ noun 1 counter flicked 
with another into cup. 2 (in plural) this game. 

tide noun 1 regular rise and fall of sea due to 
attraction of moon and sun. 2 water as moved by 
this. 3 time, season. 4 trend of opinion, fortune, 
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or events. © verb (-ding) (tide over) temporarily 
provide with what is needed. o tidemark 1 mark 
made by tide at high water. 2 colloquial line of 
dirt round bath, or on person’s body between 
washed and unwashed parts. tideway tidal part 
of river. 

tidings /‘taidmz/ noun archaic or jocular 
(treated as singular or plural) news. 


tidy /'tardı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 neat, orderly, 
2 (of person) methodical. 3 colloquial consider- 
able. © noun (plural-ies) receptacle for odds and 
ends. overb (-ies, -ied) (often + up) make 
(oneself, room, etc.) tidy; put in order. o tidily 
adverb. tidiness noun. 
a adjective 1 neat, orderly, presentable, 
shipshape, smart, spick and span, spruce, . 
straight, trim, uncluttered, well groomed, well kept. 
2 businesslike, careful, methodical, meticulous, 
organized, systematic, well organized. © verb 
arrange, clean up, groom, neaten, putin order, 
rearrange, reorganize, set straight, smarten, 
spruce up, straighten, colloquial titivate. 
o tidiness meticulousness, neatness, order, 
orderliness, organization, smartness, system. 


tie verb (tying) 1 attach or fasten with cord etc. 2 
form into knot or bow. 3 (often + down) restrict, 
bind. 4 (often + with) make same score as another 
competitor. 5 bind (rafters etc.) by crosspiece etc. 
6 Music unite (notes) by tie. © moun 1 cord etc. 
used for fastening. 2 strip of material worn round 
collar and tied in knot at front. 3 thing that unites 
or restricts people. 4 equality of score, draw, or 
dead heat among competitors. 5 match between 
any pair of players or teams. 6 rod or beam 
holding parts of structure together. 7 Music 
curved line above or below two notes of same 
pitch that are to be joined as one. o tie-break, 
-breaker means of deciding winner when com- 
petitors have tied. tie-edye method of producing 
dyed patterns by tying string etc. to keep dye 
from parts of fabric. tie in (often + with) have 
close association. tiepin ornamental pin to hold 
necktie in place. tie up 1 fasten with cord etc. 2 
invest (money etc.) so that it is not immediately 
available for use. 3 fully occupy (person). 4 bring 
to satisfactory conclusion. tie-up moun connec- 
tion, association. 

m verb 1 attach, bind, chain, do up, fasten, hitch, 

join, knot, lash, moor, rope, secure, splice, tether, 

uss up. 4 be equal, be level, be neck and neck, 
raw. 


tied adjective 1 (of dwelling house) occupied 
subject to tenant’s working for house’s owner. 2 
(of public house etc.) bound to supply only par- 
ticular brewer's liquor. 


tier /t1a/ noun row, rank, or unit of structure, as 
one of several placed one above another. o tiered 
adjective. 

m course (of bricks), layer, level, line, order, range, 

rank, row, stage, storey, stratum, terrace. 


tiercel = TERCEL. 
tiff noun slight or petty quarrel. 
tiger /‘taiga/ noun 1 large Asian animal of cat 
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family, with yellow-brown coat with black 
stripes. 2 fierce, formidable, or energetic person. 
o tiger-cat any moderate-sized feline resem- 
bling tiger. tiger lily tall garden lily with 
dark-spotted orange flowers. 
tight /tatt/ adjective 1 closely held, drawn, 
fastened, fitting, packed, etc. 2 impermeable, 
impervious. 3 tense, stretched. 4 colloquial 
drunk. 5 colloquial stingy. 6 (of money or 
materials) not easily obtainable. 7 stringent, 
demanding. 8 presenting difficulties. 9 produced 
by or requiring great exertion or pressure. 
eadverb tightly. o tight corner difficult situ- 
ation. tight-fisted stingy. tight-lipped restrain- 
ing emotion; determinedly reticent. tightrope 
high tightly stretched rope or wire on which 
acrobats etc. perform. o tighten verb. tightly 
adverb. tightness noun. 
a adjective 1 close, close-fitting, compact, 
constricted, crammed, cramped, crowded, dense, 
fast, firm, fixed, immovable, packed, secure, snug. 
2 airtight, impermeable, impervious, leak-proof, 
sealed, waterproof, watertight. 3 rigid, stiff, 
stretched, taut, tense. 4 see DRUNK adjective 1.5 
see MISERLY (MISER). 6 see SCARCE adjective. 7 
harsh, inflexible, precise, rigorous, severe, strict, 
stringent. o tighten clamp down, close, close up, 
constrict, fasten, screw up, squeeze, stiffen, 
stretch, tauten, tense. 


tights plural noun thin close-fitting stretch 
garment covering legs, feet, and lower torso. 


tigress /‘taigris/ noun female tiger. 


tilde /‘tilda/ noun mark (`) placed over letter, e.g. 
Spanish n in señor. 


tile noun thin slab of concrete, baked clay, etc. 
for roofing, paving, etc. © verb (-ling) cover with 
tiles. o tiler noun. 


tiling noun 1 process of fixing tiles. 2 area of tiles. 


till’ preposition up to; as late as. © conjunction 1 
up to time when. 2 so long that. 


USAGE Inallsenses, till can be replaced by until, 
which is more formal in style. 


till? noun money-drawer in bank, shop, etc., esp. 
with device recording amount and details of each 
purchase. 


till? verb cultivate (and). 


| m cultivate, dig, farm, plough, work. 


tillage noun 1 preparation of land for growing 
crops. 2 tilled land. 


tiller /'tlə/ noun bar by which boat's rudder is 
turned. 


tilt verb 1 (cause to) assume sloping position or 
heel over. 2 (+ at) thrust or run at with weapon. 
3 (+ with) engage in contest with. enoun 1 
tilting. 2 sloping position. 3 (of medieval knights 
etc.) charging with lance against opponent or 
mark. o (at) full tilt 1 at full speed. 2 with full 
force. 

m verb 1 angle, bank, cant, careen, heel over, 

incline, lean, list, slant, slope, tip. 2, 3 fight, 

historical joust, thrust. 


tight | time 


tilth noun 4 tillage, cultivation. 2 cultivated soil. 


timber /'tmbə/ noun 1 wood for building, car- 
pentry, etc. 2 piece of wood, beam, esp. as rib of 
vessel. 3 large standing trees. 4 (as interjection) 
warning that tree is about to fall. 

u 1 beams, boarding, boards, laths, logs, lumber, 

planks, posts, tree trunks, wood. 2 see BEAM noun 

1.3 forest, trees, woodland, woods. 


timbered adjective 1 made (partly) of timber. 2 
(of land) wooded. 
timbre /'tæmbə/ noun distinctive character of 


musical sound or voice apart from its pitch and 
volume. 


timbrel /'tmbr(ə)l/ noun archaic tambourine. 


time noun 1 indefinite continuous progress of 
past, present, and future events etc. regarded as 
a whole. 2 more or less definite portion of this; 
historical or other period. 3 allotted or available 
portion of time. 4 definite or fixed point or 
portion of time. 5 (a time) indefinite period. 6 
occasion. 7 moment etc. suitable for purpose. 8 
(in plural) (preceded by numeral etc.) expressing 
multiplication. 9 lifetime. 10 (in singular or 
plural) conditions of life or of period. 11 slang 
prison sentence. 12 apprenticeship. 13 date or 
expected date of childbirth or death. 14 meas- 
ured amount of time worked. 15 rhythm or 
measure of musical composition. @ verb (-ming) 
4 choose time for. 2 do at chosen or appropriate 
time. 3 ascertain time taken by. o at the same 
time 1 simultaneously. 2 nevertheless. at times 
now and then. from time to time occasionally. in 
no time 1 rapidly. 2 in a moment. in time 1 not 
late; early enough. 2 eventually. 3 following time 
of music etc. on time punctually. time and (or 
time and time) again on many occasions. 
time-and-motion measuring efficiency of indus- 
trial etc. operations. time bomb one designed to 
explode at pre-set time. time capsule box etc. 
containing objects typical of present time, buried 
for future discovery. time-consuming using 
much or too much time. time-honoured 
esteemed by tradition or through custom. time- 
keeper 1 person who records time. 2 watch or 
clock as regards accuracy. timekeeping 1 
keeping of time. 2 punctuality. time-lag interval 
between cause and effect. time off (also time out) 
timeused for rest or different activity. timepiece 
clock, watch. time-server person who adapts 
his or her opinions to suit prevailing circum- 
stances. time-share share in property under 
time-sharing scheme. time-sharing 1 use of 
holiday home by several joint owners at different 
times of year. 2 use of computer by several people 
for different operations at the same time. time 
sheet sheet of paper for recording hours worked. 
time-shift move from one time to another. time 
signal audible indication of exact time of day. 
time signature Music indication of rhythm. time 
switch one operating automatically at pre-set 
time. timetable @ noun 1 table showing times of 
public transport services. 2 scheme of lessons, 
etc. @ verb include or arrange in such schedule. 
time-worn impaired by age. time zone range of 
longitudes where a common standard time is 
used. 


timeless | tip 


u noun 2 age, days, epoch, era, period. 3, 5 à 
duration, interval, period, phase, season, session, 
spell, stretch, term, while. 4, 6, 7 date, hour, 
instant, juncture, moment, occasion, opportunity, 
point. 15 beat, measure, rhythm, tempo. @ verb1 
fix, judge, organize, plan, programme, schedule, 
timetable. 3 clock. timetable @ noun 2 agenda, 
calendar, curriculum, diary, list, programme, 
roster, rota, schedule. 


timeless adjective not affected by passage of 
time. o timelessness nour. 

m ageless, deathless, eternal, everlasting, 

immortal, immutable, indestructible, permanent, 

unchanging, undying, unending. 


timely adjective (-ier, -iest) opportune; coming 
at right time. o timeliness noun. : 


m appropriate, apt, fitting, suitable. 


timer noun person or device that measures time 
taken. 
timid /'tmıd/ adjective (-er, -est) easily alarmed; 
shy. o timidity /-'mid-/ noun. timidly adverb. 
afraid, apprehensive, bashful, chicken-hearted, 
cowardly, coy, diffident, faint-hearted, fearful, 
frightened, modest, mousy, nervous, formal 
pusillanimous, reserved, retiring, scared, 
sheepish, shrinking, shy, spineless, tentative, 
timorous, unadventurous, unheroic, colloquial 
wimpish. 


timing noun 1 way thing is timed. 2 regulation 
of opening and closing of valves in internal- 
combustion engine. . 

timorous /'tmoərəs/ adjective timid, frightened. 
o timorously adverb. 

timpani /'tmpənı/ plural noun (also tympani) 
kettledrums. o timpanist noun. 

tin noun 1 silvery-white metal used esp. in alloys 
and in making tin plate. 2 container of tin or tin 
plate, esp. for preserving food. 3 tin plate. © verb 


(-nn-) 1 preserve (food) in tin. 2 cover or coat . 


with tin. o tin foil foil of tin, aluminium, or tin 
alloy, used to wrap food. tin hat colloquial mili- 
tary steel helmet. tin-opener tool for opening 
tins. tin-pan alley world of composers and pub- 
lishers of popular music. tin plate sheet steel 
coated with tin. tinpot cheap, inferior. tinsnips 
clippers for cutting sheet metal. tin-tack TACK’ 
coated with tin. 


tincture /‘tmktfa/ noun 1 (often + of) slight 
flavour or tinge. 2 medicinal solution of drug 
in alcohol. © verb (-ring) 1 colour slightly; tinge, 
flavour. 2 (often + with) affect slightly. 

tinder ['tinda/ noun dry substance readily 
taking fire from spark. o tinder-box historical 
box with tinder, flint, and steel for kindling fires. 

tine noun prong, tooth, or point of fork, comb, 
antler, etc. 

ting noun tinkling sound as of bell. © verb (cause 
to) emit this. 


tinge /tmds/ verb (-ging) (often + with; often in 
Passive) colour slightly. @ noun 1 tendency to or 
trace ofsome colour. 2 slight admixture of feeling 
or quality. 
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tingle /'tmg(ə)l/ verb (ling) feel or cause slight 
pricking or stinging sensation. © noun tingling 
sensation. : 

m verbitch, prickle, sting, tickle. © noun itch, 

itching, pins and needles, prickling, stinging, thrill, 

tickle, tickling. 


tinker /‘tmke/ noun 1 itinerant mender of 
kettles, pans, etc. 2 Scottish & Irish Gypsy. 3 collo- 
quial mischievous person or animal. © verb 1 (+ 
at, with) work in amateurish or desultory way. 2 
work as tinker. 


n verb 1 dabble, fiddle, fool about, mess about, 
| play about. 


tinkle /‘tmk(e)l/ verb (-ling) (cause to) make 
short light ringing sounds. ©noun tinkling 
sound. 

tinnitus /‘tmites/ noun Medicine condition with 
ringing in ears. 

tinny adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 like tin. 2 flimsy. 3 
(of sound) thin and metallic. 


a 2 cheap, flimsy, inferior, insubstantial, poor 
quality, shoddy, tawdry. 


tinsel /'tms(ə)l/ noun 1 glittering decorative 
metallic strips, threads, etc. 2 superficial bril- 
liance or splendour. o tinselled adjective. 


| m 2 glitter, gloss, show, sparkle. 


tint noun 1 variety of colour. 2 tendency towards 
or admixture of different colour. 3 faint colour 
spread over surface. © verb apply tint to; colour. 


noun 1 colour, hue, shade, tone. 2 tincture, tinge, 
touch. 3 colouring, dye, stain, wash. 


tintinnabulation /tmtmzbju'lerf(a)n/ noun 
ringing of bells. 

tiny /‘tam1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) very small. 

a diminutive, dwarf, imperceptible, infinitesimal, 

insignificant, lilliputian, microscopic, midget, 

colloquial mint, miniature, colloquial minuscule, 

minute, negligible, pygmy, small, colloquial teeny, 

unimportant, esp. Scottish wee, colloquial weeny. : 


tip' noun 1 extremity, esp. of small or tapering 
thing. 2 small piece or part attached to end.of 
thing. 3 light touch. © verb (-pp-) 1 provide with 
tip. 2 strike or touch lightly. o tiptop colloquial 
first-rate; of highest excellence. 
1 apex, crown, end, extremity, head, peak, 
pinnacle, point, summit, top, vertex. 2 cap, crown, 
ferrule. 


tip? verb (-pp-) 4 (often + over, up) (cause to) lean 
or slant. 2 (+ into etc.) overturn; cause to over- 
balance. 3 (+ into etc.) discharge contents of 
(container etc.) thus. © noun 1 tilt. 2 place where 
refuse is tipped. 3 colloquial untidy place. 

m verb 1 careen, incline, lean, list, slant, slope, tilt; 

(tip over) see OVERTURN 1. 2, 3 drop off, dump, 

empty, pour out, spill, unload, upset. © noun 2 

dump, rubbish heap. 


tip? verb (-pp-) 1 give small present of money to, 
esp. for service. 2 name as likely winner of race 
or contest. @noun 1 small present of money 
given esp. for service. 2 piece of private or special 
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information, esp. regarding betting or invest- 
ment. 3 piece of advice. u tip off give warning, 
hint, or inside information to. tip-off noun hint, 
warning, etc. 

u verb 1 remunerate, reward. © noun 1 
baksheesh, gift, gratuity, present, reward. 2,3 
advice, clue, forecast, hint, colloquial pointer, 
prediction, suggestion, tip-off, warning. 


tippet /‘trpit/ noun cape or collar of fur etc. 


tipple /'tp(ə)l/ verb (-ling) drink intoxicating 
liquor habitually or repeatedly in small quan- 
tities. © noun colloquial alcoholic drink. o tip- 
pler noun. 

tipster /'tpstə/ noun person who gives tips 
about horse racing etc. 

tipsy /'tpsı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 slightly 
drunk. 2 caused by or showing intoxication. 

tiptoe /'trpteu/ noun the tips of the toes. © verb 
(-toes, -toed, -toeing) walk on tiptoe or stealth- 
ily. © adverb (also on tiptoe) with heels off the 
ground. 


TIR abbreviation international road transport 
(transport international routier). 


tirade /tar'reid/ noun long vehement denunci- 
ation or declamation. 


tire’ /tarə/ verb (-ring) 1 make or grow weary. 2 
exhaust patience or interest of. 3 (in passive; + 
of) have had enough of. o tiring adjective. 

a 1 debilitate, drain, enervate, exhaust, fatigue, 

flag, slang knacker, overtire, sap, colloquial 

shatter, take it out of, tax, weaken, wear out, weary. 

2 bore, weary. 3 (be tired of ) be bored with, be fed 

up with, be impatient with, be sick of. o tiring 

debilitating, demanding, difficult, exhausting, 
fatiguing, hard, laborious, strenuous, taxing, 
wearying. 


tire? US = TYRE. 


tired adjective 1 weary; ready for sleep. 2 (of idea) 
hackneyed. o tiredly adverb. tiredness noun. 

m 1 see weary adjective 1. u tiredness 

drowsiness, exhaustion, fatigue, inertia, 

lassitude, lethargy, listlessness, sleepiness, 

weariness. 


tireless adjective not tiring easily; energetic. 
OU tirelessly adverb. tirelessness noun. 

m determined, diligent, dogged, dynamic, 

energetic, hard-working, indefatigable, 

persistent, pertinacious, resolute, sedulous, 

unceasing, unfaltering, unflagging, untiring, 

unwavering, vigorous. 


tiresome adjective 1 tedious. 2 colloquial 
annoying. o tiresomely adverb. 
m 1 boring, dull, monotonous, tedious, tiring, 
unexciting, uninteresting, wearisome, wearying. 2 
annoying, bothersome, distracting, exasperating, 
inconvenient, infuriating, irksome, irritating, 
maddening, petty, troublesome, trying, 
unwelcome, upsetting, vexatious, vexing. 


tiro /‘tarorau/ noun (also tyro) (plural -s) begin: 
ner, novice. 


tippet | tittup 


tissue /'ttSu:/ moun 1 any of the coherent collec- 
tions of cells of which animals or plants are 
made. 2 tissue-paper. 3 disposable piece of thin 
absorbent paper for wiping, drying, etc. 4 fine 
woven esp. gauzy fabric. 5 (often + of) connected 
series (ofliesetc.). o tissue-paper thin soft paper 
for wrapping etc. 

tit' noun any of various small birds. 

tit? noun o tit for tat blow for blow; retaliation. 


Titan /'tatt(e)n/ noun (often titan) person of 
superhuman strength, intellect, or importance. 

titanic /tar'teentk/ adjective gigantic, colossal. 

titanium /tar'temiem/ noun dark grey metallic 
element. 

titbit /‘trtbit/ noun (US tidbit) 1 dainty morsel. 2 
piquant item of news etc. 


titchy /'titS1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial very 
small. 


tithe /ta10/ historical noun one-tenth of annual 
produce of land or labour taken as tax for 
Church. © verb (-thing) 1 subject to tithes. 2 pay 
tithes. 

Titian /‘tif(e)n/ adjective (of hair) bright auburn. 

titillate /‘trtrleit/ verb (-ting) 1 excite, esp. sexu- 
ally. 2 tickle. o titillation noun. 

titivate /‘titrveit/ verb (-ting) colloquial 1 
smarten. 2 put finishing touches to. o titivation 
noun. 

title /‘tart(e)l/ noun 1 name of book, work of art, 
etc. 2 heading of chapter etc. 3 title-page. 4 
caption or credit in film etc. 5 name denoting 
person’s status. 6 championship in sport. 7 legal 
right to ownership of property. 8 (+ to) just or 
recognized claim to. © verb give title to. o title 
deed legal document constituting evidence of a 
right. title-holder person holding (esp. sporting) 
title. title-page page at beginning of book giving 
title, author, etc. title role part in play etc. from 
which its title is taken. 

a noun 2 caption, heading, headline, inscription, 

rubric. 5 formal appellation, designation, form of 

address, office, position, rank, status. 7, 8 claim, 

entitlement, interest, ownership, possession, 

right. © verb call, designate, entitle, label, name, 

tag. 


titled adjective having title of nobility or rank. 


| n aristocratic, noble, upper-class. 
titmouse /‘titmaus/ noun (pluraltitmice) small 
active tit. 


titrate /tar'trett/ verb (-ting) ascertain quantity 
of constituent in (solution) by adding measured 
amounts of reagent. o titration noun. 


titter /'tita/ verb laugh covertly; giggle. e noun 
covert laugh. 


m verb chortle, chuckle, giggle, laugh, snicker, 
| snigger. 


tittle /'tt(ə)l/ noun particle; whit. 

tittle-tattle /‘tit(a)ltzt(e)l/ noun & verb (-ling) 
gossip, chatter. 

tittup /‘titep/ verb (-p- or -pp-) £0 friskily or 


titular | token 


jerkily; bob up and down; canter. @noun such 
gait or movement. 

titular /‘titjule/ adjective 1 of or relating to title. 
2 existing or being in name only. 


u 2 nominal, formal putative, so-called, 
| theoretical, token. 


tizzy /'tızı/ noun (plural -ies) colloquial state of 
nervous agitation. 

TNT abbreviation trinitrotoluene. 

to /ta, before vowel tu, when stressed tu:/ prepos- 
ition 1 in direction of. 2 as far as; not short of. 3 
according to. 4 compared with. 5 involved in; 
comprising. 6 used to introduce indirect object of 
verb etc., to introduce or as substitute for infini- 
tive, or to express purpose, consequence, or cause. 
@ adverb1 innormal or required position or con- 
dition. 2 (of door) nearly closed. o to and fro 1 
backwards and forwards. 2 (repeatedly) from 
place to place. to-do fuss, commotion. toing and 
froing 1 constant movement to and fro. 2 great 
or dispersed activity. 

toad noun 1 froglike amphibian breeding in 
water but living chiefly on land. 2 repulsive 
person. u toadflax plant with yellow or purple 
flowers. toad-in-the-hole sausages baked in 
batter. toadstool fungus (usually poisonous) 
with round top and slender stalk. 

toady /‘teudi/ noun (plural -ies) sycophant. 
o verb (-ies, -ied) (+ to) behave servilely to; fawn 
on. o toadyism noun. 


toast noun 1 sliced bread browned on both sides 

by radiant heat. 2 person or thing in whose 
honour company is requested to drink. 3 call to 
drink or instance of drinking thus. @verb 1 
brown by heat, warm at fire etc. 2 drink to 
the health or in honour of. o toasting-fork 
long-handled fork for toasting bread etc. toast- 
master, toastmistress person announcing 
toasts at public occasion. toast rack rack for 
holding slices of toast at table. 


m verb 1 brown, grill. 2 drink to, pay tribute to, raise 
one's glass to. 


toaster noun electrical device for making toast. 

tobacco /ta'bekeu/ noun (plural -s) 1 plant of 
American origin with leaves used for smoking, 
chewing, or snuff. 2 its leaves, esp. as prepared 
for smoking. 

tobacconist /te’bekenist/ noun dealer in 
tobacco. 


toboggan /ta'bogen/ noun long light narrow 
sledge for sliding downhill, esp. over snow. 
© verb ride on toboggan. 

toby jug ['taubi/ noun jug or mug in shape of 
stout man in 3-cornered hat. 

toccata Itə'ka:tə/ noun Music composition for 
keyboard instrument, designed to exhibit per- 
former’s touch and technique. 

tocsin /'toksm/ noun alarm bell or signal. 

today /tə'der/ adverb 1 on this present day. 2 
nowadays. @ noun 1 this present day. 2 modern 
times. 

toddle /'tod(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 walk with young 
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child’s short unsteady steps. 2 colloquial walk, 
stroll. 3 colloquial (usually + off, along) depart. 
o noun toddling walk. 

toddler noun child just learning to walk. 

toddy /‘todi/ noun (plural -ies) sweetened drink 
of spirits and hot water. 

toe noun 1 any of terminal projections of foot or 
paw. 2 part of footwear that covers toes. 3 lower 
end or tip of implement etc. © verb (toes, toed, 
toeing) touch with toe(s). 0 on one’s toes alert. 
toecap (reinforced) part of boot or shoe covering 
toes. toe-hold 1 slight foothold. 2 small begin- 
ning or advantage. toe the line conform, esp. 
under pressure. toenail nail of each toe. 

toff noun slang upper-class person. 

toffee /'‘tofi/ noun 1 firm or hard sweet made of 
boiled butter, sugar, etc. 2 this substance. 
u toffee-apple toffee-coated apple. toffee-nosed 
colloquial snobbish, pretentious. 


tofu /‘taufu:/ noun curd of mashed soya beans. 


tog! colloquial noun (in plural) clothes. © verb 
(-gg-) (+ out, up) dress. 
tog? noun unit of thermal resistance of quilts etc. 


toga /'təugə/ noun historical ancient Roman 
citizen’s loose flowing outer garment. 
together /tə'geðə/ adverb 1 in(to) company or 
conjunction. 2 simultaneously. 3 one with 
another. 4 uninterruptedly. © adjective collo- 
quial well organized; self-assured; emotionally 
stable. o togetherness noun. 
a adverb 1,3 collectively, cooperatively, hand in 
hand, in chorus, in unison, jointly, shoulder to 
shoulder, side by side. 2 all at once, at the same 
time, concurrently, simultaneously. 4 
consecutively, continuously, uninterruptedly. 


toggle -/'tog(ə)l/ moun 1 short bar used like 
button for fastening clothes. 2 Computing key or 
command which alternately switches function 
on and off. 


toil verb 1 work laboriously or incessantly. 2 
make slow painful progress. @ moun labour; 
drudgery. o toiler noun. toilsome adjective. 

verb drudge, exert oneself, grind away, labour, 

colloquial plug away, slave away, slog, struggle, 
sweat, work. © noun donkey-work, drudgery, 
effort, exertion, industry, labour, work. 


toilet /'tortt/ noun 1 lavatory. 2 process of 
washing oneself, dressing, etc. o toilet paper 
paper for cleaning oneself after using lavatory. 
toilet roll roll of toilet paper. toilet water dilute 
perfume used after washing. 

m 1 convenience, latrine, lavatory, colloquial loo, 

privy, urinal, water-closet, WC. 2 dressing, 

grooming, making up, washing. 


toiletries /‘toilttri:2/ plural noun articles or cos- 
metics used in washing, dressing, etc. 


toilette /twa:'let/ noun process of washing 
oneself, dressing, etc. 


toils /to1z/ plural noun net, snare. 


token /'təukən/ noun 1 symbol, reminder, mark. 
2 voucher. 3 thing equivalent to something else, 
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esp. money. © adjective 1 perfunctory. 2 chosen 
by tokenism to representa group. O token strike 
brief strike to demonstrate strength of feeling. 

u noun 1 badge, emblem, evidence, expression, 
indication, keepsake, mark, marker, memento, 
proof, reminder, sign, souvenir, symbol, testimony. 
2 coupon, voucher. 3 coin, counter, disc. 

© adjective cosmetic, dutiful, emblematic, 
insincere, nominal, perfunctory, representative, 
superficial, symbolic. 


tokenism noun granting of minimum conces- 
sions. 


told past & past participle of TELL. 


tolerable /'tolərəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 endurable. 2 
fairly good. o tolerably adverb. 

m 1 acceptable, allowable, bearable, endurable, 

sufferable, supportable. 2 adequate, all right, 

average, fair, mediocre, middling, colloquial OK, 

ordinary, passable, satisfactory. 


tolerance /‘tolerens/ noun 1 willingness or 
ability to tolerate. 2 permitted variation in 
dimension, weight, etc. 
n 1 acceptance, broad-mindedness, charity, 
fairness, forbearance, forgiveness, lenience, 
open-mindedness, openness, patience, 
permissiveness, sufferance, sympathy, toleration, 
understanding. 2 allowance, clearance, 
fluctuation, play, variation. 


tolerant /‘tolerant/ adjective 1 disposed to toler- 
ate others. 2 (+ of ) enduring or patient of. 

u 1 big-hearted, broad-minded, charitable, 

easygoing, fair, forbearing, forgiving, generous, 

indulgent, lax, lenient, liberal, magnanimous, 

open-minded, patient, permissive, soft, 

sympathetic, understanding, unprejudiced. 


tolerate /'tolərert/ verb (-ting) 1 allow the exist- 
ence or occurrence of without authoritative 
interference. 2 endure. 3 find or treat as endur- 
able. 4 be able to take or undergo without harm. 
o toleration noun. 
a 1 accept, admit, allow, brook, condone, 
countenance, permit, put up with, sanction, 
colloquial stand for, colloquial wear. 2, 3 abide, 
bear, endure, make allowances for, put up with, 
stand, colloquial stick, stomach, suffer, take, 
undergo, colloquial wear, weather. 4 stand, stand 
up to, survive, take, weather, withstand. 


toll’ /taul/ noun 1 charge to use bridge, road, etc. 
2 cost or damage caused by disaster etc. o toll 
gate barrier preventing passage until toll is 
paid. 


a1 charge, dues, duty, fee, levy, payment, tariff, 
| tax. 


toll? /taul/ verb 1 (of bell) ring with slow uniform 
strokes. 2 ring (bell) thus. 3 announce or mark 
(death etc.) thus. 4 (of bell) strike (the hour). 
o noun tolling or stroke of bell. 


| m verb chime, peal, ring, sound, strike. 


toluene /‘toljui:n/ noun colourless liquid hydro- 
carbon used in manufacture of explosives etc. 


tokenism | tone 


tom noun (in full tom-cat) male cat. 

tomahawk /‘tomeho:k/ noun N. American 
Indian war-axe. 

tomato /te'ma:tav/ noun (plural -es) 1 glossy 
ne or yellow fleshy edible fruit. 2 plant bearing 

tomb /tu:m/ oun 1 burial vault. 2 grave. 3 sepul- 
chral monument. o tombstone memorial stone 
over grave. 

u 1, 2 burial chamber, burial place, catacomb, 

crypt, grave, last resting place, sepulchre, vault. 3 

mausoleum, memorial, monument. o tombstone 

gravestone, headstone. 


tombola /tom'baule/ noun kind of lottery. 

tomboy /'‘tombo1/ noun girl who enjoys rough 
noisy recreations. o tomboyish adjective. 

tome noun large book or volume. 

tomfool /tom'fu:l/ noun fool. © adjective foolish. 
o tomfoolery noun. 

Tommy /'tom1/ noun (plural -ies) colloquial 
British private soldier. 

tommy-gun /‘tomigan/ noun sub-machine-gun. 

tomorrow /tə'morau/ adverb 1 on day after 
today. 2 in future. @ oun 1 the day after today. 
2 the near future. 

tomtit zoun tit, esp. blue tit. 

tom-tom /‘tomtom/ noun kind of drum usually 
beaten with hands. 

ton /tan/ noun 1 measure of weight equalling 
2,240 Ib (long ton) or 2,000 1b (short ton). 2 metric 
ton. 3 unit of measurement of ship’s tonnage. 4 
(usually in plural) colloquial large number or 
amount. 5 slang speed of 100 m.p.h. 6 slang score 
of 100. 

tonal /‘taun(9)l/ adjective of or relating to tone or 
tonality. 

tonality /tə'nælrtr/ noun (plural-ies) 1 relation- 
ship between tones of a musical scale. 2 obser- 
vance of single tonic key as basis of musical com- 
position. 3 colour scheme of picture. 

tone noun 1 sound, esp. with reference to pitch, 
quality, and strength. 2 (often in plural) modula- 
tion of voice to express emotion etc. 3 manner 
of expression in writing or speaking. 4 musical 
sound, esp. of definite pitch and character. 5 
general effect of colour or of light and shade in 
picture. 6 tint or shade of colour. 7 prevailing 
character of morals, sentiments, etc. 8 proper 
firmness of body. 9 state of (good) health. @ verb 
(ning) 1 give desired tone to. 2 alter tone of. 3 
(often + in) harmonize. o tone-deaf unable to 
perceive differences in musical pitch. tone down 
make or become softer in tone. tone up make or 
become stronger in tone. otoneless adjective. 
tonelessly adverb. toner noun. 

m noun 1,4 note, sound. 2 accent, colouring, 

expression, feel, inflection, intonation, 

modulation, note, phrasing, pitch, quality, sonority, 

sound, timbre. 3 manner, note, style, vein. 6 

colour, hue, shade, tinge, tint. 7 air, atmosphere, 

character, effect, feeling, mood, spirit, style, 

temper, tenor, vein. @ verb 3 (tone in) see 

HARMONIZE 2. O tone down see SOFTEN 1. tone up 

see STRENGTHEN. 


tongs | top 


tongs plural noun implement with two arms for 
grasping coal, sugar, etc. 

tongue /tan/ noun 1 muscular organ in mouth 
used in tasting, swallowing, speaking, etc. 2 
tongue of ox etc. as food. 3 faculty or manner 
of speaking. 4 particular language. 5 thing like 
tongue in shape. © verb (-guing) use tongue to 
articulate (notes) in playing wind instrument. 
n tongue-in-cheek ironic(ally). tongue-tied too 
shy to speak. tongue-twister sequence of words 
difficult to pronounce quickly and correctly. 

u noun 4 dialect, idiom, language, parlance, 

patois, speech. 0 tongue-tied dumb, 

dumbfounded, inarticulate, lost for words, mute, 

silent, speechless. 


tonic /‘tontk/ noun 1 invigorating medicine. 2 
anything serving to invigorate. 3 tonic water. 4 
Music keynote. © adjective invigorating. 0 tonic 
sol-fa musical notation used esp. in teaching 
singing. tonic water carbonated drink with 
quinine. 

a noun 1,2 boost, fillip, pick-me-up, refresher, 

restorative, stimulant. 


tonight /tə'nart/ adverb on present or ap- 
proaching evening or night. @noun the even- 
ing or night of today. 


tonnage /‘tanids/ noun 1 ship’s internal cubic 
capacity or freight-carrying capacity. 2 charge 
per ton on freight or cargo. 

tonne /tan/ noun 1,000 kg. 


tonsil /'tons(ə)l/ noun either of two small organs 
on each side of root of tongue. 


tonsillectomy /tonsa'‘lektam1/ noun (plural 
-ies) surgical removal of tonsils. 


tonsillitis /tonsa'lartis/ noun inflammation of 
tonsils. 


tonsorial /ton'so:riel/ adjective usually jocular 
of hairdresser or hairdressing. 


tonsure /‘tonJa/ noun 1 shaving of crown or of 
whole head as clerical or monastic symbol. 2 
bare patch so made. @ verb (-ring) give tonsure 
to. 


too adverb 1 toa greater extent than is desirable 
or permissible. 2 colloquial very. 3 in addition. 4 
moreover. 


took past of TAKE. 


tool /tu:l/ noun 1 implement for working on 
something by hand or by machine. 2 thing used 
in activity. 3 person merely used by another. 
@verb 1 dress (stone) with chisel. 2 impress 
design on (leather). 3 (+ along, around, etc.) slang 
drive or ride esp. in a casual or leisurely way. 
a noun 1 aid, apparatus, appliance, contraption, 
contrivance, device, gadget, implement, 
instrument, invention, machine, mechanism, 
utensil, weapon; (tools) gear, hardware. 


toot /tu:t/ noun sound (as) of horn etc. © verb 1 
sound (horn etc.). 2 give out such sound. 


tooth /tu:6/ noun (plural teeth) 1 each ofa set of 
hard structures in jaws of most vertebrates, used 
for biting and chewing. 2 toothlike part or projec- 
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tion, e.g. cog of gearwheel, point of saw or comb, 
etc. 3 (often + for) taste, appetite. 4 (in plural) 
force, effectiveness. O fight tooth and nail fight 
fiercely. get one’s teeth into devote oneself ser- 
iously to. in the teeth of 1 in spite of. 2 contrary 
to. 3 directly against (wind etc.). toothache pain 
in teeth. toothbrush brush for cleaning teeth. 
toothpaste paste for cleaning teeth. toothpick 
small sharp stick for removing food lodged 
between teeth. o toothed adjective. toothless 
adjective. 


m o toothed cogged, crenellated, indented, 
| jagged, serrated. 


toothsome adjective (of food) delicious. 


toothy adjective (-ier, -iest) having large, 
numerous, or prominent teeth. 


tootle /'tu:t(ə)l/ verb (ling) 1 toot gently or 
repeatedly. 2 (usually + around, along, etc.) collo- 
quial move casually. 


top’ noun 1 highest point or part. 2 highest rank 
or place. 3 person occupying this. 4 upper end; 
head. 5 upper surface; upper part. 6 cover or cap 
of container etc. 7 garment for upper part of 
body. 8 utmost degree; height. 9 (in plural) collo- 
quial person or thing of best quality. 10 (esp. in 
plural) leaves etc. of plant grown chiefly for its 
root. 11 Nautical platform round head of lower 
mast. © adjective highest in position, degree, or 
importance. © verb (-pp-) 1 furnish with top, cap, 
etc. 2 be higher or better than; surpass; be at or 
reach top of. 3 slang kill. 4 hit golf ball above 
centre. o on top of 1 fully in command of. 2 very 
close to. 3 in addition to. on top of the world 
colloquial exuberant. over the top to excess; out- 
rageous. top brass colloquial high-ranking 
officers. topcoat 1 overcoat. 2 final coat of paint 
etc. top dog colloquial victor; master. top drawer 
colloquial high social position or origin. top 
dress apply fertilizer on top of (earth) without 
ploughing it in. top-flight of highest rank of 
achievement. top hat tall silk hat. top-heavy 
overweighted at top. topknot knot, tuft, crest, or 
bow worn or growing on top of head. top-level of 
highest level of importance or prestige. topmast 
mast on top of lower mast. top-notch colloquial 
first-rate. top off put end or finishing touch to. 
top secret of utmost secrecy. topside 1 outer 
side of round of beef. 2 side of ship above 
waterline. topsoil top layer of soil. top up 1 com- 
plete (amount). 2 fill up (partly empty container). 
top-up noun addition; amount that completes or 
quantity that fills something. 0 topmost adjec- 
ive. 
m noun 1 acme, apex, apogee, crest, crown, 
culmination, head, height, high point, peak, 
pinnacle, summit, tip, vertex, zenith. 4 cap, cover, 
covering, lid, stopper. © adjective slang ace, best, 
choicest, finest, first, foremost, greatest, highest, 
incomparable, leading, maximum, peerless, 
pre-eminent, prime, principal, supreme, topmost, 
unequalled, winning. © verb 1 cap, complete, 
cover, crown, decorate, finish off, garnish, 
surmount. 2 beat, be higher than, better, 
cap, exceed, excel, outdo, outstrip, surpass, 
transcend. 
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top? noun toy spinning on point when set in 
motion. 


topaz /‘taupzz/ moun semiprecious transparent 
stone, usually yellow. 


tope verb (-ping) archaic or literary drink 
alcohol to excess, esp. habitually. o toper noun. 


topi /‘teup!/ noun (also topee) (plural-s) hat, esp 
sun-helmet. 


topiary /‘tauptert/ adjective of or formed by clip- 
ping shrubs, trees, etc. into ornamental shapes. 
o noun topiary art. 


topic /‘toptk/ noun subject of discourse, conver- 
sation, or argument. 

issue, matter, point, question, subject, talking 

point, text, theme, thesis. 


topical adjective dealing with current affairs, 
etc. o topicality /-'kæl-/ noun. 


m contemporary, current, recent, timely, up to 
| date. ; 


topless adjective 1 without a top. 2 (of garment) 
leaving breasts bare. 3 (of woman) bare-breasted. 
4 (of place) where women go or work bare- 
breasted. 


topography /te'pogrefi/ noun 1 detailed 
description, representation, etc. of features of a 
district. 2 such features. o topographer noun. 
topographical /topə'græf-/ adjective. 


| m 2 features, geography, lie of the land. 


topology /ta'poledsi/ noun study of geometrical 
properties unaffected by changes of shape or 
size. o topological /tope'lod3-/ adjective. 


topper noun colloquial top hat. 


topping noun thing that tops, esp. sauce on 
dessert etc. 


topple /‘top(e)l/ verb (ling) 1 (often + over, 
down) (cause to) fall as if top-heavy. 2 overthrow. 
n 1 bring down, collapse, fall, fell, knock down, 
overbalance, overturn, throw down, tip over, 
tumble, upset. 2 defeat, oust, overthrow, unseat. 


topsy-turvy /topsr'ts:vi/ adverb & adjective 1 
upside down. 2 in utter confusion. 


toque /təuk/ noun woman's close-fitting brim- 
less hat. : 


tor noun hill, rocky peak. 


torch noun 1 battery-powered portable lamp. 2 
thing lit for illumination. 3 source of heat, light, 
or enlightenment. o carry a torch for have (esp. 
unreturned) love for. 


l m 1 flashlight. 2 poetical brand, lamp. 


tore past of TEAR'. 


toreador /‘toriedo:/ noun bullfighter, esp. on 
horseback. 


torment oun /‘to:ment/ (cause of) severe bodily 
or mental suffering. © verb /ta:'ment/ 1 subject 
to torment. 2 tease or worry excessively. o tor- 
mentor /-'‘men-/ noun. 


top | torture 


m noun affliction, agony, anguish, distress, 
harassment, misery, ordeal, pain, persecution, 
plague, scourge, suffering, torture, vexation, woe, 
worry, wretchedness. © verb afflict, annoy, bait, 
bedevil, bother, bully, distress, harass, hurt, inflict 
pain on, intimidate, nag, persecute, pester, 
colloquial plague, tease, torture, vex, victimize, 
worry. 


torn past participle of TEAR’. 


tornado /to:'neidau/ noun (plural -es) violent 
storm over small area, with whirling winds. 


torpedo /to'pi:dev/ noun (plural -es) cigar- 
shaped self-propelled underwater or aerial 
missile that explodes on hitting ship. © verb (-es, 
-ed) 1 destroy or attack with torpedo(es). 2 make 
ineffective. o torpedo boat small fast warship 
armed with torpedoes. i 

torpid /‘to:pid/ adjective 1 sluggish, apathetic. 2 
numb. 3 dormant. o torpidity /-'pid-/ noun. 

a 1 apathetic, dull, inactive, indolent, inert, 

lackadaisical, languid, lethargic, lifeless, listless, 

passive, phlegmatic, slothful, slow, slow-moving, 

sluggish, somnolent, spiritless. 3 see DORMANT 1. 


torpor /‘to:pa/ noun torpid condition. 

torque /to:k/ noun 1 twisting or rotary force, 
esp. in machine. 2 historical twisted metal neck- 
lace worn by ancient Gauls and Britons. 

torrent /‘torent/ noun 1 rushing stream of 
liquid. 2 downpour of rain. 3 (in plural; usually 
+ of) violent flow. o torrential /te'renJ(e)l/ 
adjective. 

u 1,3 cascade, deluge, effusion, flood, flow, gush, 

inundation, outpouring, overflow, rush, spate, 

stream, tide. 2 deluge, downpour, flood. 

a torrential copious, heavy, relentless, teeming, 

violent. 


torrid /‘torid/ adjective 1 intensely hot. 2 
scorched, parched. 3 passionate, intense. O tor- 
ridity /-'rıdıtı/ noun. 

torsion /'to:J(e)n/ noun twisting. o torsional 
adjective. 

torso /'to:səv/ noun (plural-s) 1 trunk ofhuman 
body. 2 statue of this. 

tort noun breach of legal duty (other than under 
contract) with liability for damages. a tortious 
|'to:Sas/ adjective. 

tortilla /to:'tije/ noun thin flat originally 
Mexican maize cake eaten hot. 

tortoise /'ta:tas/ noun slow-moving reptile with 
horny domed shell. otortoiseshell 1 mottled 
yellowish-brown turtle-shell. 2 cat or butterfly 
with markings resembling tortoiseshell. 

tortuous /‘to:tfuas/ adjective 1 winding. 2 
devious, circuitous. o tortuously adverb. 

a 1 bent, circuitous, contorted, convoluted, 

corkscrew, crooked, curling, curvy, labyrinthine, 

meandering, serpentine, sinuous, turning, twisted, 

twisting, twisty, wandering, winding, zigzag. 2 

circuitous, complicated, convoluted, devious, 

indirect, involved, roundabout. 


torture /'to:tfə/ noun 1 infliction of severe 


Tory | touch 


bodily pain, esp. as punishment or means of per- 
suasion. 2 severe physical or mental pain. © verb 
(ring) subject to torture. O torturer oun. tortur- 
ous adjective. 

u noun 1 cruelty, degradation, humiliation, 
persecution, punishment, torment. 2 affliction, 
agony, anguish, distress, misery, pain, plague, 
scourge, suffering. © verb afflict, agonize, be cruel 
to, bully, cause pain to, distress, hurt, inflict pain 
on, persecute, colloquial plague, rack, torment. 


Tory /'ta:r1/ colloquial noun (plural-ies) member 
of Conservative party. © adjective Conservative. 
o Toryism noun. 

tosa /'təusə/ noun dog of a mastiff breed. 

tosh noun colloquial rubbish, nonsense. 

toss verb1 throw up, esp. with hand. 2rollabout, 
throw, or be thrown, restlessly or from side to 
side. 3 throw lightly or carelessly. 4 throw (coin) 
into air to decide choice etc. by way it falls. 5 
(often + for) settle question or dispute with 
(person) thus. 6 (of bull etc.) fling up with horns. 
7 coat (food) with dressing etc. by shaking it. 
enoun 1 tossing. 2 fall, esp. from horseback. 
u toss one’s head throw it back, esp. in anger, 
impatience, etc. toss off 1 drink offata draught. 
2 dispatch (work) rapidly or easily. toss up toss 
coin. toss-up noun 1 doubtful matter. 2 tossing 
of coin. 

a verb 1,3 bowl, cast, colloquial chuck, fling, flip, 

colloquial heave, hurl, lob, pitch, shy, colloquial 

sling, throw. 2 bob, dip, flounder, lurch, pitch, 
plunge, reel, rock, roll, shake, twist and turn, 
writhe, yaw. 


tot’ noun 1 small child. 2 dram of liquor. 


tot? verb (-tt-) (usually + up) add; mount. o tot up 
to amount to. 
total /‘taut(e)l/ adjective 1 complete; comprising 
the whole. 2 absolute, unqualified. e noun whole 
sum or amount. © verb (-ll-; US -I-) 1 (often + to, 
up to) amount to. 2 calculate total of. o totality 
/-'teel-/ noun (plural -ies). totally adverb. 
m adjective 1 complete, comprehensive, entire, 
full, gross, overall, whole. 2 absolute, downright, 
out and out, outright, perfect, sheer, thorough, 
thoroughgoing, unalloyed, unmitigated, 
unqualified, utter. @ noun aggregate, amount, 
colloquial lot, sum, totality, whole. © verb 1 add up 
to, amount to, come to, make. 2 add up, calculate, 
compute, count, find the sum of, reckon up, 
totalize, tot up, work out. 


totalitarian /tautelrtearien/ adjective of one- 
party government requiring complete subser- 
vience to state. o totalitarianism noun. 

u absolute, arbitrary, authoritarian, autocratic, 

despotic, dictatorial, fascist, illiberal, oppressive, 

tyrannous, undemocratic, unrepresentative. 


totalizator /'tautelaizerta/ noun (also totalis- 
ator) 1 device showing number and amount of 
bets staked on race when total will be divided 
among those betting on winner. 2 this betting 
system. 

totalize /‘tautelarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) combine into a total. 
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tote’ noun slang totalizator. 


tote? verb (-ting) esp. US colloquial carry, 
convey. o tote bag large and capacious bag. 

totem /‘teutem/ moun 1 natural object (esp. 
animal) adopted esp. among N. American 
Indians as emblem of clan or individual. 2 image 
of this. ototem-pole post with carved and 
painted or hung totem(s). 

toto see IN TOTO. 

totter /‘tota/ verb 1 stand or walk unsteadily or 
feebly. 2 shake; be about to fall. @ noun unsteady 
or shaky movement or gait. o tottery adjective. 


n verb 4 dodder, falter, reel, rock, stagger, 
stumble, teeter, tremble, waver, wobble. 2 see 
SHAKE verb 2. 


toucan /'tu:ken/ noun tropical American bird 
with large bill. 
touch /tatS/ verb 1 come into or be in physical 
contact with. 2 (often + with) bring hand etc. into 
contact with. 3 bring (two things) into contact. 4 
rouse tender or painful feelings in. 5 strike 
lightly. 6 (usually in negative) disturb, harm; 
affect; have dealings with; consume, use. 7 
concern. 8 reach as far as. 9 (usually in negative) 
approach in excellence. 10 modify. 11 (as 
touched adjective) colloquial slightly mad. 12 
(usually + for) slang request and get money etc. 
from (person). © moun 1 act of touching. 2 sense 
of feeling. 3 quality perceived by touch. 4 small 
amount; trace. 5 (a touch) slightly. 6 Music 
manner of playing keys or strings. 7 Music 
instrument’s response to this. 8 artistic, literary, 
etc. style or skill. 9 slang act of requesting and 
getting money etc. from person. 10 Football part 
of field outside touchlines. oin touch (often + 
with) 1 in communication. 2 up to date. 3 aware, 
conscious. touch-and-go critical; risky. touch at 
Nautical call at (port etc.). touch down (of 
aircraft) alight. touchdown noun. touchline side 
limit of football etc. pitch. touch off 1 explode 
by touching with match etc. 2 initiate (process) 
suddenly. touch on, upon 1 refer to or mention 
briefly or casually. 2 verge on. touch-paper 
paper impregnated with nitre for igniting fire- 
works etc. touchstone 1 dark schist or jasper for 
testing alloys by marking it with them. 2 cri- 
terion. touch-type type without looking at keys. 
touch-typist noun. touch up 1 give finishing 
touches to; retouch. 2 slang molest sexually. 
touch wood touch something wooden to avert 
ill luck. touchwood readily inflammable rotten 
wood. o touchable adjective. 
m verb‘ abut (on), adjoin, be in contact with, come 
together, lean against, meet. 2 brush, caress, 
contact, dab, feel, finger, fondle, graze, handle, 
kiss, manipulate, massage, nuzzle, pat, colloquial 
paw, pet, push, rub, stroke, tap, tickle. 4 affect, 
arouse, awaken, concern, disturb, impress, 
influence, inspire, move, stimulate, stir, upset; 
(touched) see EMOTIONAL 1. 8 attain, reach, rise to. 
9 bein the same league as, compare with, equal, 
match, parallel, rival. 11 (touched) see MAD 1. 
@ noun 1 brush, caress, dab, pat, stroke, tap. 2, 3 
feel, feeling, texture. 4 bit, dash, drop, hint, 
intimation, suggestion, suspicion, taste, tinge, 
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trace. 8 ability, capability, experience, expertise, 
facility, feel, flair, gift, knack, manner, sensitivity, 
skill, style, technique, understanding, way. 

o touch off 1 see IGNITE 1. 2 see BEGIN 1. touch 
on 1 see MENTION verb 1. touch up 1 see IMPROVE 
1. 


touché /tu:'Je1/ interjection: acknowledging jus- 
tified accusation or retort, or hit in fencing. 
[French] 

touching adjective moving; pathetic. © prepos- 
ition literary concerning. u touchingly adverb. 


| a adjective see EMOTIONAL 3. 


touchy adjective (-ier, -iest) apt to take offence; 
over-sensitive. a touchily adverb. touchiness 
noun. 
n edgy, highly-strung, hypersensitive, irascible, 
irritable, colloquial jittery, jumpy, nervous, 
over-sensitive, peevish, querulous, 
quick-tempered, sensitive, short-tempered, . 
colloquial snappy, temperamental, tense, testy, 
tetchy, thin-skinned, unpredictable, waspish. 


tough /taf/ adjective 1 hard to break, cut, tear, 
or chew. 2able to endure hardship; hardy. 3 stub- 
born, difficult. 4 colloquial acting sternly. 5 collo- 
quial (of luck etc.) hard. 6 colloquial criminal, 
violent. ©moun tough person, esp. ruffian. 
o toughen verb. toughness zoun. 
a adjective 1 durable, hard-wearing, 
indestructible, lasting, rugged, sound, stout, 
strong, substantial, unbreakable, well built, well 
made; of meat chewy, hard, gristly, leathery, 
rubbery, uneatable. 2 beefy, brawny, burly, hardy, 
muscular, robust, stalwart, strong, sturdy. 3 
arduous, baffling, demanding, difficult, exacting, 
exhausting, gruelling, hard, intractable, knotty, 
laborious, mystifying, obdurate, obstinate, 
perplexing, puzzling, resilient, resistant, resolute, 
stiff, strenuous, stubborn, taxing, tenacious, 
thorny, troublesome, unyielding. 4 cold, cool, 
hard-boiled, hardened, colloquial hard-nosed, 
inhuman, merciless, ruthless, severe, stern, stony, 
uncaring, unsentimental, unsympathetic. 
u toughen harden, reinforce, strengthen. 


toupee /'tu:pet/ noun hairpiece to cover bald 
spot. 


tour /tua/ noun 1 holiday journey or excursion 
including stops at various places. 2 walk round, 
inspection. 3 spell of military or diplomatic duty. 
4 series of performances, matches, etc. at differ- 
ent places. © verb 1 (often + through) go ona tour. 
2 make a tour of (country etc.). o on tour (esp. of 
sports team, theatre company, etc.) touring. tour 
operator travel agent specializing in package 
holidays. 

m noun 1 drive, excursion, expedition, jaunt, 

‘| journey, outing, ride, trip. 2 circuit, inspection, 

walk, walkabout. © verb do the rounds of, explore, 

go round, travel round, visit. 


tour de force [tua da ‘fo:s/ noun (plural tours 
de force same pronunciation) outstanding feat 
or performance. [French] 


tourer noun car or caravan for touring in. 


touché | tower 


tourism noun commercial organiza 
operation of holidays. foe 


tourist noun 1 holiday traveller. 2 member of 
touring sports team. o tourist class lowest class 
of passenger accommodation in ship, aeroplane, 
etc. 


a1 day tripper, holidaymaker, sightseer, traveller, 
tripper, visitor. 


tourmaline /'tvərmali:n/ noun mineral with 
unusual electric properties and used as gem. 


tournament /'tvənəmənt/ noun 1 large contest 
of many rounds. 2 display of military exercises. 
3 historical pageant with jousting. 

m 1 championship, competition, contest, event, 

match, meeting, series. 


tournedos /‘tuanedeu/ noun (plural same 
/-d9uz/) small thick piece of fillet of beef. 


tourney /‘tuant/ noun (plural -ies) tournament. 
@ verb (-eys, -eyed) take part in tournament. 


tourniquet /‘tuentker/ moun device for stopping 
flow of blood through artery by compression. 

tousle /'tavz(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 make (esp. hair) 
untidy. 2 handle roughly. 

tout /taut/ verb 1 (usually + for) solicit custom 
persistently; pester customers. 2 solicit custom 
of or for. 3 spy on racehorses in training. © noun 
person who touts. 

tow’ /tau/ verb pull along by rope etc. © noun 
towing, being towed. cin tow 1 being towed. 2 
accompanying or in the charge of a person. on 
tow being towed. towpath path beside river or 
canal originally for horse towing boat. 


| m verb drag, draw, haul, lug, pull, trail, tug. 

tow? /tau/ noun fibres of flax etc. ready for spin- 
ning. o tow-headed having very light-coloured 
or tousled hair. 

towards /ta'wo:dz/ preposition (also toward) 1 
in direction of. 2 as regards; in relation to. 3 as a 
contribution to; far. 4 near. 


towel /‘tavel/ noun absorbent cloth, paper, etc. 
for drying after washing etc. © verb (-Il-; US -I-) 


. rubor dry with towel. 


towelling noun thick soft absorbent cloth used 
esp. for towels. 


tower /‘tava/ noun 1 tall structure, often part of 
castle, church, etc. 2 fortress etc. with tower. 3 
tall structure housing machinery etc. @verb 1 
(usually + above, up) reach high; be superior. 2 
(as towering adjective) high, lofty. 3 (as towering 
adjective) violent. o tower block tall building of 
offices or flats. tower of strength person who 
gives strong emotional support. 
u noun 1 belfry, campanile, minaret, pagoda, 
spire, steeple, turret. 2 castle, fort, fortress, 
historical keep. @ verb 1 ascend, dominate, loom, 
rear, rise, soar, stand out, stick up. 2 (towering) 
colossal, gigantic, high, huge, imposing, lofty, 
mighty, soaring, tall. 3 (towering) extreme, fiery, 
immoderate, intemperate, intense, mighty, 
overpowering, passionate, unrestrained, 
vehement, violent. 


town | trade 


town /taun/ noun 1 densely populated area, 
between city and village in size. 2 London or the 
chief city or town in area.3 central business area 
in neighbourhood. o go to town colloquial act or 
work with energy or enthusiasm. on the town 
colloquial enjoying urban nightlife. town clerk 
US & historical official in charge of records etc. 
of town. town gas manufactured gas for 
domesticetc. use. town hall headquarters oflocal 
government, with public meeting rooms etc. 
town house town residence, esp. one of terrace. 
town planning planning of construction and 
growth of towns. township 4 South African 
urban area for occupation by black people. 2 US 
& Canadian administrative division of county, 
or district 6 miles square. 3 Australian & NZ 
small town. townsman, townswoman inhabit- 
ant of town. townspeople inhabitants of town. 

m 1 borough, city, community, conurbation, 

municipality, township, urban district. 


townie /‘tauni/ noun (also townee /-'ni:/) de- 
rogatory inhabitant of town. 


toxaemia /tvk'si:mie/ noun (US toxemia) 1 
blood poisoning. 2 increased blood pressure in 
pregnancy. 

toxic /‘toksik/ adjective 1 poisonous. 2 of poison. 
o toxicity /-'sis-/ noun. 


m 1 dangerous, deadly, harmful, lethal, noxious, 
poisonous. 


toxicology /toksi‘koled31/ noun study of 
poisons. o toxicological /-ka‘lod3-/ adjective. 
toxicologist noun. 

toxin /‘toksm/ noun poison produced by living 
organism. 

toy noun 1 plaything. 2 thing providing amuse- 
ment. 3 diminutive breed of dog etc. © verb 
(usually + with) 1 amuse oneself; flirt. 2 move 
thing idly. o toy boy colloquial woman’s much 
younger boyfriend. toyshop shop selling toys. 


trace’ verb (-cing) 1 find signs of by investi- 
gation. 2 (often + along, through, to, etc.) follow 
or mark track, position, or path of. 3 (often + 
back) follow to origins. 4 copy (drawing etc.) by 
marking its lines on superimposed translucent 
paper. 5 mark out, delineate, or write, esp. labori- 
ously. @ noun 1 indication of existence of some- 
thing; vestige. 2 very small quantity. 3 track, 
footprint. 4 mark left by instrument's moving 
pen etc. otrace element chemical element 
occurring or required, esp. in soil, only in minute 
amounts. o traceable adjective. 
n verb 1-3 detect, discover, find, follow, get back, 
recover, retrieve, seek out, track down. 4 copy, 
draw, go over. 5 see OUTLINE verb 1. @ noun 1 clue, 
evidence, colloquial give-away, hint, indication, 
intimation, mark, remains, sign, token, vestige. 2 
see BIT’ 1. 3 footmark, footprint, spoor, track, trail. 


trace? noun each of two side-straps, chains, or 
ropes by which horse draws vehicle. o kick over 
the traces become insubordinate or reckless. 


| n O kick over the traces see REBEL verb 1. 


tracer noun 1 bullet etc. made visible in flight 


816 


by flame etc. emitted. 2 artificial radioisotope 
which can be followed through body by radiation 
it produces. 

tracery /‘treisert/ noun (plural -ies) 1 decora- 
tive stone openwork, esp. in head of Gothic 
window. 2 lacelike pattern. 

trachea /trə'ki:ə/ noun (plural -cheae /“‘ki:i:/) 
windpipe. 

tracing noun 1 traced copy of drawing etc. 2 act 
oftracing. o tracing-paper translucent paper for 
making tracings. 

track noun 1 mark(s) left by person, animal, 
vehicle, etc. 2 (in plural) such marks, esp. foot- 
prints. 3 rough path. 4 line of travel. 5 continu- 
ous railway line. 6 racecourse; circuit; prepared 
course for runners. 7 groove on gramophone 
record. 8 single song etc. on gramophone record, 
CD, or magnetic tape. 9 band round wheels of 
tank, tractor, etc. © verb 1 follow track of. 2 trace 
(course, development, etc.) from vestiges. Oin 
one’s tracks colloquial where one stands; 
instantly. make tracks colloquial depart. make 
tracks for colloquial go in pursuit of or towards. 
track down reach or capture by tracking. 
tracker dog police dog tracking by scent. track 
events running-races. track record person’s 
past achievements. track shoe runner’s spiked 
shoe. track suit warm outfit worn for exercising 
etc. o tracker moun. 

noun 1 footmark, footprint, mark, scent, Spoor, 

trace, trail, wake (of ship). 4 bridle path, bridleway, 

cart track, footpath, path, road, route, trail, way. 5 

line, esp. US railroad, rails, railway. 6 circuit, 

course, dirt track, racecourse, racetrack. © verb 1 

chase, dog, follow, hound, hunt, pursue, shadow, 

stalk, colloquial tail, trace, trail. O make tracks 

see DEPART 1,2. track down see TRACE' verb 1—3. 


tract’ noun 1 (esp. large) stretch of territory. 2 
bodily organ or system. 

tract? noun pamphlet, esp. containing propa- 
ganda. 

tractable /'træktəb(ə)l/ adjective easily man- 
aged; docile. o tractability noun. 

traction /‘trekJ(e)n/ noun 1 hauling, pulling. 
2 therapeutic sustained pull on limb etc. 
Utraction-engine steam or diesel engine for 
drawing heavy load. 


tractor /‘trekta/ noun 1 vehicle for hauling 
farm machinery etc. 2 traction-engine. 


trad colloquial noun traditional jazz. © adjective 
traditional. 


trade noun 1 buying and selling. 2 this between 
nations etc. 3 business merely for profit (as dis- 
tinct from profession). 4 business of specified 
nature or time. 5 skilled handicraft. 6 (the trade) 
people engaged in specific trade. 7 US transac- 
tion, esp. swap. 8 (usually in plural) trade wind. 
© verb (-ding) 1 (often + in, with) engage in trade; 
buy and sell. 2 exchange. 3 (+ for) US swap. 4 
(usually + with, for) have transaction. o trade in 
exchange (esp. used article) in part payment for 
another. trade mark 1 device or name legally 
registered to represent a company or product. 2 
distinctive characteristic. trade name name by 
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which a thing is known in a trade, or given by 
a manufacturer to a product, or under which a 
business trades. trade off exchange as comprom- 
ise. trade-off noun balance, compromise. trade 
on take advantage of. tradesman, tradeswoman 
person engaged in trade, esp. shopkeeper. 
trade(s) union organized association of workers 
in trade, profession, etc. formed to further their 
common interests. trade-unionist member of 
trade union. trade wind constant wind blowing 
towards equator from NE or SE. u trader noun. 
n noun 1, 2 barter, business, buying and selling, 
commerce, dealing, exchange, industry, 
marketing, merchandising, trading, traffic, 
transactions. 5 calling, career, craft, employment, 
job, line, occupation, profession, pursuit, work. 7 
deal, exchange, swap, transaction. © verb 1 buy 
and sell, deal, do business, have dealings, market, 
merchandise, retail, sell, traffic. o trade in see 
EXCHANGE verb. trade on see EXPLOIT verb 1. 
o trader broker, buyer, dealer, esp. US & Scottish 
merchant, retailer, salesman, saleswoman, seller, 
shopkeeper, stockist, supplier, tradesman, 
tradeswoman, trafficker, vendor. 


tradescantia /tredis'kentia/ noun (usually 
trailing) plant with large blue, white, or pink 
flowers. 

trading noun engaging in trade. o trading 
estate area designed for industrial and commer- 
cial firms. trading post store etc. in remote 
region. trading-stamp token given to customer 
and exchangeable in quantity usually for goods. 

tradition /tra'd1J(e)n/ noun 1 custom, opinion, 
or belief handed down to posterity, esp. orally or 
by practice. 2 handing down of these. 

a belief, convention, custom, folklore, habit, 

institution, practice, rite, ritual, routine, usage. 


traditional adjective 1 of, based on, or obtained 
by tradition. 2 (of jazz) in style of early 20th c. 
OU traditionally adverb. 

u 1 accustomed, conventional, customary, 

established, familiar, folk, habitual, handed down, 

historic, normal, old, orthodox, popular, regular, 

time-honoured, typical, unwritten, usual. 


traditionalism noun respect or support for 
tradition. o traditionalist noun & adjective. 

traduce /tra‘dju:s/ verb (-cing) slander. o tra- 
ducement noun. traducer noun. 

traffic /‘treefik/ noun 1 vehicles moving on 
public highway, in air, or at sea. 2 (usually + in) 
trade, esp. illegal. 3 coming and going of people 
or goods by road, rail, air, sea, etc. 4 dealings 
between people etc. 5 (volume of) messages trans- 
mitted through communications system. © verb 
(-ck-) 1 (often + in) deal, esp. illegally. 2 barter. 
Utraffic island raised area in road to divide 
traffic and provide refuge for pedestrians. traffic 
jam traffic at standstill. traffic light(s) signal 
controlling road traffic by coloured lights. traffic 
warden person employed to control movement 
and parking of road vehicles. o trafficker noun. 


m noun 3 conveyance, movements, shipping, 
transport, transportation. @ verb see TRADE 
verb 1. 


tradescantia | train 


tragedian /trə'dzi:dron/ noun author of or actor 
in tragedies. 


tragedienne /trad3i:dr'en/ noun actress in tra- 
gedies. 


tragedy [‘treedgidi/ noun (plural -ies) 1 serious 
accident, 2sadevent. 3 play with tragic unhappy 
ending. 


@ 1, 2 adversity, affliction, blow, calamity, 
catastrophe, disaster, misfortune. 
tragic /‘treed3tk/ adjective 1 disastrous, dis- 
tressing, very sad. 2 of tragedy. o tragically 
adverb. 
a 1 appalling, colloquial awful, calamitous, 
catastrophic, depressing, dire, disastrous, 
distressing, dreadful, fatal, fearful, funereal, 
hapless, ill-fated, ill-omened, ill-starred, 
inauspicious, lamentable, pathetic, piteous, pitiful, 
sad, sorrowful, colloquial terrible, unfortunate, 
unlucky, woeful, wretched. 


tragicomedy /trædzr'komədı/ noun (plural 
-ies) drama or event combining comedy and 
tragedy. 

trail noun 1 track or scent left by moving person, 
thing, etc. 2 beaten path, esp. through wild 
region. 3 long line of people or things following 
behind something. 4 part dragging behind thing 
or person. @verb 1 draw or be drawn along 
behind. 2 (often + behind) walk wearily. 3 follow 
trail of; pursue. 4 be losing in contest. 5 (usually 
+ away, off) peter out. 6 (of plant etc.) grow or 
hang over wall, along ground, etc. 7 hang loosely. 
o trailing edge rear edge of aircraft's wing. 

n noun 1 evidence, footmarks, footprints, marks, 

scent, signs, spoor, traces, wake (of ship). 2 path, 

pathway, route, track, way. © verb 1 dangle, drag, 

draw, haul, pull, tow. 2 (trail behind) see DAWDLE. 3 

chase, follow, hunt, pursue, shadow, stalk, 

colloquial tail, trace, track down. 


trailblazer /‘treilbleze/ noun 1 person who 
marks new track. 2 pioneer; innovator. o trail- 
blazing noun & adjective. 


trailernoun 1 set ofextracts from film etc. shown 
in advance to advertise it. 2 vehicle pulled by 
another. 3 US caravan. 


train verb 1 (often + to do) teach (person etc.) 
specified skill, esp. by practice. 2 undergo this 
process. 3 bring or come to physical efficiency 
by exercise, diet, etc. 4 (often + up, along) guide 
growth of (plant). 5 (usually as trained adjective) 
make (mind etc.) discerning through practice 
etc. 6 (often + on) point, aim. @ noun 1 series of 
railway carriages or trucks drawn by engine. 2 
thing dragged along behind or forming back part 
of dress etc. 3 succession or series of people, 
things, events, etc. 4 group of followers, retinue. 
Din train arranged; in preparation. train-bearer 
person holding up train of another's robe etc. 
train-spotter person who collects numbers of 
railway locomotives. o trainee /-'ni:/ noun. 
u verb 1 coach, discipline, drill, educate, instruct, 
practise, prepare, rehearse, school, teach, tutor. 3 
do exercises, exercise, get fit, practise, prepare 
oneself, work out. 6 see AIM verb 2. @ noun 3 see 


trainer | transducer 


SEQUENCE 1-3. 4 cortège, entourage, escort, 
followers, guard, retainers, retinue, staff. 

o trainee apprentice, beginner, cadet, learner, 
novice, pupil, starter, student, tiro. 


trainer noun 1 person who trains horses, ath- 
letes, etc. 2 aircraft or simulator used to train 
pilots. 3 soft running shoe. 


| m 1 coach, instructor, teacher, tutor. 


training /‘tremm/ noun process of teaching or 
learning a skill etc. 

traipse colloquial verb (-sing) tramp or trudge 
wearily. © noun tedious journey on foot. 

trait /trer/ noun characteristic. 

u attribute, characteristic, feature, idiosyncrasy, 

peculiarity, property, quality, quirk. 


traitor /‘trerta/ noun (feminine traitress) person 
guilty of betrayal or disloyalty. o traitorous 
adjective. 


m betrayer, collaborator, defector, Military 
deserter, double-crosser, fifth columnist, informer, 
Judas, quisling, renegade, turncoat. 


trajectory /trə'dzektərı/ noun (plural -ies) 
path of object moving under given forces. 


tram noun (also tramcar) electrically powered 
passenger road vehicle running on rails. o tram- 
lines 4 rails for tram. 2 colloquial either pair of 
parallel lines at edge of tennis etc. court. 


trammel /'træm(ə)l/ noun 1 (usually in plural) 
impediment, restraint. 2 kind of fishing net. 
© verb (-ll-; US -I-) hamper. 


tramp verb 1 walk heavily and firmly. 2 go on 
walking expedition. 3 walk laboriously across or 
along. 4 (often + down) tread on, stamp on. 5 live 
as tramp. @ noun 1 itinerant vagrant or beggar. 
2sound of person or people walking or marching. 
3 long walk. 4 slang derogatory promiscuous 
woman. 
m verb 4 plod, stamp, stomp, stride, stump, toil, 
colloquial traipse, trudge. 2 footslog, hike, march, 
ramble, trek, walk. 4 (tramp down) see TRAMPLE 1. 
© noun 1 beggar, slang dosser, down-and-out, 
drifter, homeless person, rover, traveller, 
vagabond, vagrant, wanderer. 3 hike, march, trek, 
trudge, walk. 


trample /'træmp(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 tread under 
foot. 2 crush thus. o trample on 1 tread heavily 
on. 2 treat roughly or with contempt. 


m 1 stamp on, step on, tramp down, tread on, walk 
on, walk over. 2 crush, flatten, squash, colloquial 
squish. 


trampoline /'trempali:n/ noun canvas sheet 
connected by springs to horizontal frame, used 
for acrobatic exercises. © verb (-ning) use tram- 
poline. 

trance /tra:ns/ noun 1 sleeplike state. 2 hyp- 
notic or cataleptic state. 3 such state as suppos- 
edly entered into by medium. 4 rapture, ecstasy. 
u 1-3 daydream, daze, dream, hypnotic state, 

reverie, semi-consciousness, spell, stupor. 
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tranny /‘trent/ noun (plural -les) colloquial 
transistor radio. 


tranquil /‘treenkwil/ adjective serene, calm, 
undisturbed. o tranquillity /-'kwil-/ noun. tran- 
quilly adverb. 

u calm, collected, composed, dispassionate, 

halcyon (days), colloquial laid-back, peaceful, 

placid, quiet, restful, sedate, serene, sober, still, 

undisturbed, unemotional, unexcited, unruffled, 

untroubled. 


tranquillize verb (also-ise; US also tranquilize) 
(-zing or -sing) make tranquil, esp. by drug etc. 

tranquillizer noun (also -iser, US also 
tranquilizer) drug used to diminish anxiety. 


| n barbiturate, bromide, narcotic, opiate, sedative. 


trans- prefix 1 across, beyond. 2 on or to other 
side of. 3 through. 


transact /tren'zekt/ verb perform or carry 
through (business etc.). 


transaction /tren'zeekJ(e)n/ noun 1 piece of 

commercial or other dealing. 2 transacting of 
business. 3 (in plural) published reports of dis- 
cussions and lectures at meetings of learned 
society. 


u 1 agreement, bargain, business, contract, deal, 
negotiation, proceeding. 3 (transactions) see 
PROCEEDING 3. 


transatlantic /trænzət'læntık/ adjective 1 
beyond or crossing the Atlantic. 2 American. 3 
US European. 


transceiver /tren'si:va/ noun combined radio 
transmitter and receiver. 


transcend /tren'send/ verb 1 go beyond or 
exceed limits of. 2 excel, surpass. 


@ 1 see EXCEED 2. 2 beat, excel, outdo, outstrip, rise 
above, surpass, top. 


transcendent adjective 1 excelling, surpass- 
ing. 2 transcending human experience. 3 (esp. of 
God) existing apart from, or not subject to limita- 
tions of, material universe. o transcendence 
noun. transcendency noun. 


transcendental /trensen'dent(e)1/ adjective 1 
a priori; not based on experience; intuitively 
accepted. 2 abstract; vague. 0 Transcendental 
Meditation meditation seeking to induce detach- 
ment from problems, anxiety, etc. 


transcontinental /trenzkontrnent(e)l/ ad- 
jective extending across a continent. 


transcribe /tren'skrarb/ verb (-bing) 1 copy 
out. 2 write out (notes etc.) in full. 3 record for 
subsequent broadcasting. 4 Music adapt for dif- 
ferent instrument etc. o transcriber noun. tran- 
scription /-'skrip-/ noun. 


m 1, 2 copy out, render, reproduce, translate, 
transliterate, write out. 3 see RECORD verb 1. 
transcript /‘treenskript/ noun written copy. 


transducer /trenz‘dju:sa/ noun device for 
changing a non-electrical signal (e.g. pressure) 
into an electrical one (e.g. voltage). 
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transept /‘trensept/ noun 1 part of cross- 
shaped church at right angles to nave. 2 either 
arm of this. 


transfer verb /treens'fs:/(-rr-) 1 convey, remove, 
or hand over (thing etc.). 2 make over possession 
of (thing, right, etc.) to person. 3 move, change, 
or be moved to another group, club, etc. 4 change 
from one station, route, etc. to another to con- 
tinue journey. 5 convey (design etc.) from one 
surface to another. © noun /'treensf3:/ 1 transfer- 
ring, being transferred. 2 design etc. (to be) con- 
veyed from one surface to another. 3 football 
player etc. who is transferred. 4 document 
effecting conveyance of property, a right, etc. 
o transferable /-'fs:rəb(ə)l/ adjective. transfer- 
ence /'trænsfərəns/ noun. 

mverb 1, 2 bring, carry, convey, deliver, displace, 

ferry, hand over, make over, move, pass on, pass 

over, remove, shift, sign away, sign over, take, 

transport, transpose. 3 change, move, relocate, 

second, shift, switch, transplant. 


transfigure /treens'figa/ verb (-ring) change 
appearance of; make more elevated or idealized. 
o transfiguration nour. 


transfix /treens'fiks/ verb 1 paralyse with 
horror or astonishment. 2 pierce with sharp 
implement or weapon. 


transform /trens'fo:m/ verb 1 change form, 
appearance, character, etc. of, esp. considerably. 
2 change voltage etc. of (alternating current). 
u transformation /-fo'mel-/ noun. 
a 1 adapt, alter, change, convert, improve, 
metamorphose, modify, mutate, rebuild, 
reconstruct, remodel, revolutionize, transfigure, 
translate, jocular transmogrify, transmute, turn. 
o transformation adaptation, alteration, change, 
conversion, improvement, metamorphosis, 
modification, mutation, permutation, 
reconstruction, revolution, transfiguration, 
transition, translation, jocular transmogrification, 
transmutation, turn-about. 


transformer noun apparatus for reducing or 
increasing voltage of alternating current. 


transfuse /trens'fju:z/ verb (-sing) 1 transfer 

(blood or other liquid) into blood vessel to 
replace that lost. 2 permeate. o transfusion 
noun. 


transgress /treenz'gres/ verb 1 infringe (law 


Transitive verb 


. transept | translate 


etc.). 2 overstep (limit laid down). 3 sin. o trans- 


gression noun. transgressor noun. 


m O transgression crime, error, fault, lapse, 
misdeed, misdemeanour, offence, sin, 
wickedness, wrongdoing. 


transient /‘trenzront/ adjective of short dur- 
ation; passing. o transience noun. 

a brief, ephemeral, literary evanescent, fleeting, 

fugitive, impermanent, momentary, passing, 

quick, short, short-lived, temporary, transitory. 


transistor /tren‘ziste/ noun 1 semiconductor 
device capable of amplification and rectification. 
2 (in full transistor radio) portable radio using 
transistors. 
transistorize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 
equip with transistors rather than valves. 
transit /‘treenzit/ noun 1 going; conveying, 
being conveyed. 2 passage, route. 3 apparent 
passage of heavenly body across meridian of 
place or across sun or planet. o in transit (while) 
going or being conveyed. 
m 1 conveyance, journey, movement, moving, 
passage, shipment, transfer, transportation, 
travel. 


transition /tren'ziS(e)n/ noun passage or 
change from one place, state, condition, style, 
etc. to another. otransitional adjective. tran- 
sitionally adverb. 

m alteration, change, changeover, conversion, 

development, evolution, modification, movement, 

passing, progress, progression, shift, 

transformation, transit. 


transitive /‘treenstttv/ adjective (of verb) 
requiring direct object expressed or understood 
(see panel). 
transitory /‘trenziteri/ adjective not lasting; 
brief, fleeting. 
translate /tren'slett/ verb(-ting) 1 (often + into) 
express sense of in another or in 
another form. 2 be translatable. 3 interpret. 4 
move or change, esp. from one person, place, or 
condition to another. o translatable adjective. 
translation noun. translator noun. 
n 1 change, convert, decode, elucidate, explain, 
express, gloss, interpret, paraphrase, render, 
reword, spell out, transcribe. 3 construe, interpret, 
read, understand. 4 see TRANSFORM 1. 
u translation decoding, gloss, interpretation, 


A transitive verb is one that has a direct object, e.g. 


John was reading a book 
(where a book is the direct object). 


An intransitive verb is one that does not have a direct object, e.g. 


John was reading. 


Som itive, e.g. bury, foresee, rediscover; a 
e verbs are always transitive, e.g. Dury, Re exanaples above, are used both transitively and 


e.g. dwell, grovel, meddle. Many, as read in 
intransitively. 


others are always intransitive, 


transliterate | transvestite 


paraphrase, rendering, transcription, 
transliteration, version. translator interpreter, 
linguist. 


transliterate /treenz'literert/ verb (-ting) rep- 
resent (word etc.) in closest corresponding char- 
acters of another script. o transliteration noun. 

translucent /trens'lu:s(9)nt/ adjective allow- 
ing light to pass through diffusely; semi- 
transparent. o translucence noun. 

transmigrate /trenzmar'greit/ verb (-ting) (of 
soul) pass into different body. o transmigration 
noun. 

transmission /trenz'm1J(9)n/ noun 1 trans- 
mitting, being transmitted. 2 broadcast pro- 
gramme. 3 device transmitting power from 
engine to axle in vehicle. à 

a 1 broadcasting, carriage, communication, 

conveyance, diffusion, dispatch, dissemination, 

relaying, sending, shipment, shipping, transfer, 

transference, transport, transportation. 2 . 

broadcast, programme, relay, show, telecast. 


transmit /trenz'mit/ verb (-tt-) 1 pass or hand 
on; transfer. 2 communicate or be medium for 
(ideas, emotions, etc.). 3 allow (heat, light, sound, 
etc.) to pass through. 4 broadcast (programme). 5 
send (signal) by telegraph wire. o transmissible 
adjective. transmittable adjective. : 

m 1 convey, dispatch, disseminate, forward, pass 

on, post, send, transfer, transport. 2 see 

COMMUNICATE 1.3 see CONDUCT Verb 4. 4, 5 

broadcast, cable, fax, colloquial phone, radio, . 

relay, telegraph, telephone, telex, colloquial wire. 


transmitter noun 1 person or thing that trans- 
mits. 2 equipment used to transmit radio etc. 
signals. : 

transmogrify /trænz'mvogrifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 
Jocular transform, esp. in magical or surprising 
way. o transmogrification noun. 

transmute /trenz'mju:t/ verb (-ting) 1 change 
form, nature, or substance of. 2 historical change 
(base metals) into gold. o transmutation noun. 


transom /'trænsəm/ noun 1 horizontal bar in 
window or above door. 2 (in full transom 
window) window above this. 


transparency /træns'pærənsı/ noun (plural 
-ies) 1 being transparent. 2 picture (esp. 
photograph) to be viewed by light passing 
through it. 
transparent /trens'pzrent/ adjective 1 able to 
be seen through. 2 (of disguise, pretext, etc.) 
easily discerned. 3 (of quality etc.) obvious. 4 
easily understood; frank. o transparently 
adverb. ‘ 
a 1 clear, crystalline, diaphanous, filmy, gauzy, 
limpid, pellucid, see-through, sheer. 2, 3 see 
OBVIOUS. 4 see CANDID 1. 


transpire /trzns'pato/ verb (-ring) 4 (of secret, 
fact, etc.) come to be known. 2 disputed happen. 
3 emit (vapour, moisture) or be emitted through 
pores of skin etc. o transpiration /-sp1-/ noun. 


USAGE The use of transpire to mean ‘happen’ is 
considered incorrect by some people. 
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transplant verb /trens'pla:nt/ 1 plant else- 
where. 2 transfer (living tissue or organ) to 
another part of body or to another body. @noun 
['trænspla:nt/ 1 transplanting of organ or tissue. 
2 thing transplanted. o transplantation noun. 


u verb 1 displace, move, relocate, reposition, 
| resettle, shift, transfer, uproot. 


transport verb /trens'po:t/ 1 take to another 
place. 2 historical deport (criminal) to penal 
colony. 3 (as transported adjective) (usually + 
with) affected with strong emotion. © noun 
/‘treenspo:t/ 1 system of transporting. 2 means of 
conveyance. 3 ship, aircraft, etc. used to carry 
troops, military stores, etc. 4 (esp. in plural) 
vehement emotion. o transportable /-'po:t-/ 


_ adjective. 


uw verb 1 bear, carry, convey, fetch, haul, move, 
remove, send, shift, ship, take, transfer. 2 see 
DEPORT 1. @ `'noun 1 conveyance, haulage, removal, 
shipment, shipping, transportation. 2 carrier, 
conveyance, US transportation, vehicle, slang 
wheels. 


transportation /trenspo:'ters(e)n/ noun 1 

(system of) conveying, being conveyed. 2 US. 
means of transport. 3 historical deporting of 
criminals. 


transporter noun vehicle used to transport 
other vehicles, heavy machinery, etc. o trans- 
porter bridge bridge carrying vehicles etc. 
across water on suspended moving platform. 


transpose /trens'pauz/ verb (-sing) 1 cause 
(two or more things) to change places. 2 change 
position of (thing) in series or (word(s)) in sen- 
tence. 3 Music write or play in different key. 
o transposition /-pa'z1J(9)n/ noun. 

a 1, 2 change, exchange, interchange, move 

round, rearrange, reverse, substitute, swap, 

switch, transfer. 


transsexual /trens'sekSuol/ (also transexual) 
adjective having physical characteristics of one 
sex and psychological identification with the 
other. © oun 1 transsexual person. 2 person 
who has had sex change. 


transship /treens'frp/ verb (-pp-) transfer from 
one ship or conveyance to another. o transship- 
ment noun. 


transubstantiation /trensabstenfrers(e)n/ 
noun conversion of Eucharistic elements wholly 
into body and blood of Christ. 


transuranic /treenzju'reentk/ adjective Chem- 
istry (of element) having higher atomic number 
than uranium. 


transverse /‘trenzvs:s/ adjective situated, 
arranged, or acting in crosswise direction. 
O transversely adverb. 


l m crosswise, diagonal, oblique. 


transvestism /treenz'vestiz(e)m/ noun habit- 
ual wearing of clothes of the opposite sex. 


transvestite /trænz'vestart/ moun person, esp. 
man, given to transvestism. 
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trap noun 1 device, often baited, for catching 
animals. 2 arrangement or trick to catch (out) 
unsuspecting person. 3 device for releasing clay 
pigeon to be shot at or greyhound at start of race 
etc. 4curve in drainpipe etc. that fills with liquid 
and forms seal against return of gas. 5 two- 
wheeled carriage. 6 trapdoor. 7 slang mouth. 
o verb (-pp-) 1 catch (as) in trap. 2 catch (out) 
using trick etc. 3 furnish with traps. o trapdoor 
door in floor, ceiling, or roof. 

a noun 1 gin, net, noose, pitfall, snare. 2 ambush, 

booby trap, deception, mantrap, pitfall, ploy, snare, 

trick. © verb 1 ambush, capture, catch, corner, 

ensnare, entrap, net, snare. 2 catch out, deceive, 

dupe, inveigle, trick. 


trapeze /tre'pi:z/ noun crossbar suspended by 
ropes as swing for acrobatics etc. 


trapezium /tre'pi:zrem/ noun (plural -s or -zia) 
4 quadrilateral with only one pair of sides paral- 
lel. 2 US trapezoid. 


trapezoid /'treepizoid/ noun 1 quadrilateral 
with no sides parallel. 2 US trapezium. 


trapper noun person who traps wild animals, 
esp. for their fur. 


trappings /‘treepmz/ plural noun 1 ornamental 
accessories. 2 (esp. ornamental) harness for 
horse. 

u 1 accessories, accompaniments, 

accoutrements, adornments, appointments, 

decorations, equipment, finery, fittings, 

furnishings, gear, ornaments, paraphernalia, 

things, colloquial trimmings. 


Trappist /‘treepist/ noun monk of order vowed 
to silence. © adjective of this order. 


trash noun 1 esp. US worthless or waste stuff; 
rubbish. 2 esp. US nonsense. 3 worthless 
person(s). © verb slang wreck, vandalize. 0 trash 
can US dustbin. o trashy adjective (-ier, -iest). 

u noun 1 debris, US garbage, junk, litter, refuse, 

rubbish, sweepings, waste. 2 see NONSENSE 1. 


trauma /‘tro:mo/ noun (plural traumata /-mətə/ 
or -s) 1 emotional shock. 2 physical injury; 
resulting shock. o traumatic /-'meet-/ adjective. 
traumatize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing). 


travail /‘treverl/ literary noun 1 laborious 
effort. 2 pangs of childbirth. @ verb make labori- 
ous effort, esp. in childbirth. 


travel /'træv(ə)l/ verb (-ll-; US -I-) 1 go from one 
place to another; make journey(s), esp. long or 
abroad. 2 journey along or through. 3 cover 
(distance). 4 colloquial withstand long journey. 
5 go from place to place as salesperson. 6 move or 
proceed as specified. 7 colloquial move quickly. 8 
pass from point to point. 9 (of machine or part) 
move or operate in specified way. © noun 1 trav- 
elling, esp. abroad. 2 (often in plural) spell of 
this. 3 range, rate, or mode of motion of part in 
machinery. otravel agency agency making 
arrangements for travellers. travel-sick nause- 
ous owing to motion in travelling. o travelling 
adjective. 


trap | tread 


a verb 1 commute, gad about, colloquial gallivant, 
go, journey, make a trip, migrate, move, proceed, 
progress, ramble, roam, rove, tour, trek, trip, 
voyage, wander. @ noun 1 globe-trotting, moving 
around, touring, tourism, travelling, wandering. 2 
(travels) excursion, expedition, exploration, 
journey, pilgrimage, safari, tour, trek, trip, voyage. 
o travelling homeless, itinerant, migrant, 
migratory, mobile, nomadic, peripatetic, restless, 
roaming, roving, touring, vagrant, wandering. 


travelled adjective (US traveled) experienced 
in travelling. 


traveller noun (US traveler) 1 person who 
travels or is travelling. 2 Gypsy. 3 travelling 
salesperson. o traveller's cheque cheque for 
fixed amount, cashed on signature for equivalent 
inother currencies. traveller’s joy wild clematis. 
a 1 commuter, explorer, globe-trotter, hiker, 
hitchhiker, holidaymaker, migrant, passenger, 
pilgrim, rambler, stowaway, tourist, tripper, 
voyager, wanderer, wayfarer. 3 colloquial rep, 
representative, salesman, saleswoman. 


travelogue /‘trevalog/ noun film or illustrated 
lecture about travel. 


traverse verb /tra'vs:s/ (-sing) 1 travel or lie 
across. 2 consider or discuss whole extent of. 
@noun |'trævəs/ 1 sideways movement. 2 tra- 
versing. 3 thing that crosses another. o travers- 
able adjective. traversal noun. 


travesty /'trevistt/ noun (plural -ies) gro- 
tesque parody; ridiculous imitation. @verb 
(-ies, -ied) make or be travesty of. 


trawl verb 1 fish with trawl or seine or in 
trawler. 2 catch by trawling. 3 (often + for, 
through) search thoroughly. © noun 1 trawling. 
2 (in full trawl-net) large wide-mouthed fishing 
net dragged by boat along sea bottom. 


trawler noun boat used for trawling. 


tray noun 1 flat board with raised rim for carry- 
ing dishes etc. 2 shallow lidless box for papers 
or small articles, sometimes forming drawer in 
cabinet etc. 


treacherous /‘tretfaras/ adjective 1 guilty ofor 
involving violation of faith or betrayal of trust. 
2 not to be relied on; deceptive. a treacherously 
adverb. treachery noun. : 
n 1 deceitful, disloyal, double-crossing, 
double-dealing, duplicitous, faithless, false, 
perfidious, sneaky, unfaithful, untrustworthy. 2 
dangerous, deceptive, hazardous, misleading, 
perilous, risky, shifting, unpredictable, unreliable, 
unsafe, unstable. o treachery betrayal, 
dishonesty, disloyalty, double-dealing, duplicity, 
faithlessness, infidelity, perfidy, treason, 
untrustworthiness. 


treacle /'tri:k(e)l/ noun 1 syrup produced in 
refining sugar. 2 molasses. O treacly adjective. 


tread /tred/ verb (past trod; past participle 
trodden or trod) 1 (often + on) set one’s foot 
down. 2 walk on. 3 (often + down, in, into) press 
(down) or crush with feet. 4 perform (steps etc.) 
by walking. @noun 1 manner or sound of 


treadle | tremendous 


walking. 2 top surface of step or stair. 3 thick 
moulded part of vehicle tyre for gripping road. 4 
part of wheel or sole of shoe etc. that touches 
ground. otreadmill 1 device for producing 
motion by treading on steps on revolving cylin- 
der. 2 similar device used for exercise. 3 mon- 
otonous routine work. tread water maintain 
upright position in water by moving feet and 
hands. 


u verb 1 see WALK verb 1-5; (tread on) crush, 
squash underfoot, stamp on, step on, trample, 
walk on. 


treadle /'tred(ə)l/ noun lever moved by foot and 
imparting motion to machine. 


treason /'tri:z(ə)n/ noun (in full high treason) 
violation of allegiance to sovereign (e.g. plotting 
assassination) or state (e.g. helping enemy). 
o treasonous adjective. 


| m betrayal, mutiny, rebellion, sedition, treachery. 


treasonable adjective involving or guilty of 
treason. 


treasure /'‘tre3a/ moun 1 precious metals or 
gems. 2 hoard of them. 3 accumulated wealth. 4 
thing valued for rarity, workmanship, associ- 
ations, etc. 5 colloquial beloved or highly valued 
person. © verb (-ring) 1 value highly. 2 (often + 
up) store up as valuable. otreasure hunt 1 
search for treasure. 2 game in which players seek 
hidden object. treasure trove treasure of 
unknown ownership found hidden. 

m noun 1-3 cache, cash, fortune, gold, hoard, 

jewels, riches, treasure trove, valuables, wealth. 

© verb 1 adore, appreciate, cherish, esteem, love, 

prize, rate highly, value, venerate, worship. 2 

guard, keep safe, preserve. 


treasurer noun person in charge of funds of 
society etc. 


treasury /'trezərı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 place 
where treasure is kept. 2 funds or revenue of 
state, institution, or society. 3 (Treasury) (offices 
and officers of) department managing public 
revenue ofa country. O Treasury bench govern- 
ment front bench in parliament. treasury bill bill 
of exchange issued by government to raise 
money for temporary needs. 


m 1 bank, coffers, exchequer, hoard, repository, 
storeroom, vault. 3 exchequer. 


treat verb 1 act, behave towards, or deal with in 
specified way. 2 apply process to. 3 apply medical 
care or attention to. 4 present or handle (subject) 
in literature or art. 5 (often + to) provide with 
food, drink, or entertainment at one’s own 
expense. 6 (often + with) negotiate terms. 7 (often 
+ of) give exposition. @ noun 1 event or circum- 
stance that gives great pleasure. 2 meal, enter- 
tainment, etc. designed to do this. 3 (a treat) 
colloquial extremely good or well. o treatable 
adjective. 
m verb 1 behave towards, consider, deal with, 
handle, manage, regard, tackle, use. 2 process. 3 
attend to, care for, cure, dress, heal, look after, 
medicate, nurse, prescribe for, tend. 5 entertain, 
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pay for, provide for, regale. © noun 2 
entertainment, gift, outing, surprise. 


treatise /'tri:tz/ noun literary composition 
dealing esp. formally with subject. 

u disquisition, dissertation, essay, monograph, 

pamphlet, paper, thesis, tract. 


treatment noun 1 process or manner of behav- 
ing towards or dealing with person or thing. 2 
medical care or attention. 

n 1 care, conduct, dealings, handling, 

management, manipulation, organization, 

reception, usage, use. 2 cure, healing, medication, 

nursing, remedy, therapy. 


treaty /‘iri:ti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 formal agree- 
ment between states. 2 agreement between 
people, esp. for purchase of property. 

u agreement, alliance, armistice, compact, 

concordat, contract, covenant, convention, deal, 

entente, pact, peace, protocol, settlement, truce, 

understanding. 


treble /'treb(e)l/ adjective 1 threefold, triple; 3 
times as much or many. 2 high-pitched. © noun 
1 treble quantity or thing. 2 (voice of) boy 
soprano. 3 high-pitched instrument. 4 high- 
frequency sound of radio, record player, etc. 
overb (-ling) multiply or be multiplied by 3. 
O trebly adverb. 


tree noun 1 perennial plant with woody 
self-supporting main stem and usually un- 
branched for some distance from ground. 2 
shaped piece of wood for various purposes. 3 
family tree. @ verb (trees, treed) cause to take 
refuge in tree. o treecreeper small creeping bird 
feeding on insects in tree-bark. tree-fern large 
fern with upright woody stem. tree surgeon 
person who treats decayed trees in order to pre- 
serve them. o treeless adjective. 


trefoil /'treforl/ noun 1 plant with leaves of 3 
leaflets. 2 3-lobed ornamentation, esp. in tracery 
windows. j 


trek verb (-kk-) make arduous journey, esp. 
(historical) travel or migrate by ox-wagon. 
@noun 1 such journey. 2 each stage of it. 
o trekker noun. 


trellis [‘trelis/ noun (in full trellis-work) lattice 
of light wooden or metal bars, esp. support for 
climbing plants. 


tremble /‘tremb(e)I/ verb (-ling) 1 shake invol- 
untarily with emotion, cold, etc. 2 be affected 
with extreme apprehension. 3 quiver. @ noun 
peng, quiver. otrembly adjective (-ier, 
-iest). 


m verb quake, quaver, quiver, rock, shake, shiver, 
shudder, vibrate. 


tremendous /tr'mendas/ adjective colloquial 1 
remarkable, considerable, excellent. 2 awe-in- 
spiring, overpowering. n tremendously adverb. 

H 1 see REMARKABLE, BIG adjective 1, EXCELLENT. 2 

alarming, appalling, poetical awful, fearful, 

fearsome, frightening, frightful, horrifying, 
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shocking, startling, colloquial terrible, colloquial 
terrific. 


tremolo /'tremalau/ noun (plural -s) tremulous 
effect in music. 


tremor /'tremə/ noun 1 shaking, quivering. 2 
thrill (of fear, exultation, etc.). 3 (in full earth 
tremor) slight earthquake. 

a 1 agitation, quavering, quiver, shaking, 
trembling, vibration. 3 earthquake, seismic 
disturbance. 


tremulous /'tremjules/ adjective trembling. 
o tremulously adverb. 

a agitated, colloquial jittery, jumpy, quivering, 

shaking, shivering, trembling, trembly, vibrating. 


trench ndun deep ditch, esp. one dug by troops 
as shelter from enemy's fire. overb 1 dig 
trench(es) in. 2 make series of trenches (in) so as 
to bring lower soil to surface. o trench coat 1 
lined or padded waterproof coat. 2 loose belted 
raincoat. 

trenchant /'trentf(ə)nt/ adjective incisive, 
terse, vigorous. oOtrenchancy noun. tren- 
chantly adverb. 


trencher /‘trentJa/ noun historical wooden etc. 
platter for serving food. 


trencherman /'trentfəmən/ noun eater. 


trend noun 1 general direction and tendency. 2 
fashion. © verb 1 turn away in specified direc- 
tion. 2 have general tendency. o trend-setter 
person who leads the way in fashion etc. 
trend-setting adjective. . 

a noun 1 bent, bias, direction, drift, inclination, 

leaning, movement, shift, tendency. 2 craze, fad, 

fashion, mode, rage, style, colloquial thing, vogue. 


trendy colloquial often derogatory adjective (-ier, 
-lest) fashionable. © noun (plural -ies) fashion- 
able person. o trendily adverb. trendiness noun. 
m adjective all the rage, contemporary, slang cool, 
fashionable, in, (the) latest, modern, stylish, up to 
date, voguish. 


trepan /trrpæn/ historical noun surgeon's cylin- 
drical saw for making opening in skull. © verb 
(-nn-) perforate (skull) with trepan. 

trepidation /trepr'derf(e)n/ noun fear, anxiety. 

trespass /'trespas/ verb (usually + on, upon) 1 
enter unlawfully (on another’s land, property, 
etc.). 2 encroach. 3 (+ against) archaic offend. 
@noun 1 act of trespassing. 2 archaic sin, 
offence. o trespasser noun. 


m verb (trespass on) encroach on, infringe on, 
intrude on, invade. 


tress noun 1 lock of hair. 2 (in plural) hair. 

trestle /'tres(ə)l/ noun 1 supporting structure 
for table etc. consisting of two frames fixed at an 
angle or hinged or of bar with two divergent pairs 
of legs. 2 (in full trestle-table) table of board(s) 
laid on trestles. 3 (in full trestle-work) open 
braced framework to support bridge etc. 

trews plural noun close-fitting usually tartan 
trousers. i X 


tremolo | tribute 


tri- combining form three (times). 


triad /'traræd/ noun group of 3 (esp. notes in 
chord). o triadic /-'æd-/ adjective. 

trial /‘trarel/ noun 1 judicial examination and 
determination of issues between parties by judge 
with or without jury. 2 test. 3 trying thing or 
person. 4 match held to select players for team. 
5 contest for horses, dogs, motorcycles, etc. 0 on 
trial 1 being tried in court of law. 2 being tested. 
trial run preliminary operational test. 

u 1 case, court martial, enquiry, examination, 

hearing, inquisition, judicial proceeding, lawsuit, 

tribunal. 2 attempt, check, colloquial dry run, 

experiment, rehearsal, test, testing, trial run, 

try-out. 3 affliction, burden, difficulty, hardship, 

nuisance, ordeal, colloquial pain in the neck, pest, 

problem, tribulation, trouble, worry. 


triangle /'traræņg(ə)l/ noun 1 plane figure with 
3 sides and angles. 2 any 3 things not in straight 
line, with imaginary lines joining them. 3 imple- 
ment etc. of this shape. 4 musical instrument of 
steel rod bent into triangle, struck with small 
steel rod. 5 situation involving 3 people. o trian- 
gular /-‘zengjule/ adjective. 


u O triangular three-cornered, three-sided. 
triangulate /trar'eengjuleit/ verb (-ting) divide 
(area) into triangles.for surveying purposes. 
0 triangulation noun. 
triathlon /trar'e@len/ noun athletic contest of 3 
events. o triathlete noun. 


tribe noun 1 (in some societies) group of families 
under recognized leader with blood etc. ties and 
usually having common culture and dialect. 2 
any similar natural or political division. 3 
usually derogatory set or number of people, esp. 
of one profession etc. or family. O tribesman, 
tribeswoman member oftribe. o tribal adjective. 
a 1, 2clan, dynasty, family, group, usually 
derogatory horde, house, nation, pedigree, 
people, race, stock, strain. 


tribulation /tribju'‘lers(e)n/ noun great afflic- 
tion. 

tribunal /trarbju:n(ə)l/ noun 1 board appointed 
to adjudicate on particular question. 2 court of 
justice. 

tribune /‘tribju:n/ noun 1 popular leader, dema- 
gogue. 2 (in full tribune of the people) Roman 
History officer chosen by the people to protect 
their liberties. 

tributary /‘tribjutert/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
stream etc. that flows into larger stream or lake. 
2 historical person or state paying or subject to 
tribute. © adjective that is a tributary. 


tribute /‘tribju:t/ noun 1 thing said or done or 
given as mark of respect or affection etc. 2 (+ 
to) indication of (some praiseworthy quality). 3 
historical periodic payment by one state or ruler 
to another. 4 historical obligation to pay this. 

u 1 accolade, appreciation, commendation, 

compliment, eulogy, glorification, homage, honour, 

panegyric, praise, recognition, respect, testimony; 

(pay tribute to) see HONOUR verb 2. 


trice | trinitrotoluene 


trice noun oin a trice in an instant. 

triceps /‘traiseps/ noun muscle (esp. in upper 
arm) with 3 points of attachment. 

triceratops /trar'seratops/ noun large dino- 
saur with 3 horns. 

trichinosis /trikrneusis/ noun disease caused 
by hairlike worms. 


trichology /iri'koled31/ noun study of hair. 
o trichologist noun. 
trichromatic /traikrə'mætrk/ 
3-coloured. 


trick noun 1 thing done to deceive or outwit; 
hoax. 2 illusion. 3 knack. 4 feat of skill or dexter- 
ity. 5 unusual action learned by animal. 6 foolish 
or discreditable act; joke. 7 idiosyncrasy. 8 cards 
played in one round. 9 point gained in this. 
© verb 1 deceive by trick. 2 (+ into) cause to do 
something by trickery. 3 swindle. 4 take by sur- 
prise. 
a noun cheat, slang con, deceit, deception, 
device, dodge, fraud, hoax, imposture, 
manoeuvre, ploy, pretence, ruse, scheme, 
stratagem, stunt, subterfuge, swindle, trap, wile. 2 
deception, illusion, sleight of hand. 3 art, knack, 
secret, skill, technique. 4, 5 antic, feat, stunt. 6 
gag, hoax, joke, colloquial leg-pull, practical joke, 
prank, stunt. 7 characteristic, habit, idiosyncrasy, 
mannerism, peculiarity, way. © verb 1-3 colloquial 
bamboozle, bluff, cheat, s/ang con, literary cozen, 
deceive, defraud, colloquial diddle, dupe, fool, 
hoax, hoodwink, colloquial kid, mislead, outwit, 
pull (person's) leg, swindle, take in. 


adjective 


trickery noun deception; use of tricks. 

n bluffing, cheating, chicanery, deceit, deception, 
dishonesty, double-dealing, duplicity, fraud, 
slang funny business, guile, hocus-pocus, 
colloquial jiggery-pokery, knavery, legerdemain, 
magic, skulduggery, sleight of hand, slyness, 
swindling, trick. 


trickle /'trık(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 (cause to) flow in 
drops or small stream. 2 come or go slowly 
or gradually. © noun trickling flow. o trickle 
charger Electricity device for slow continuous 
charging of battery. 

u verb 14 dribble, drip, drizzle, drop, exude, flow, 

leak, ooze, percolate, run, seep. 


trickster /‘triksta/ moun deceiver, rogue. 


tricky adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 requiring care and 
adroitness. 2 crafty, deceitful. o trickily adverb. 
trickiness noun. 


tricolour /‘trikala/ noun (US tricolor) flag of 3 
colours, esp. French national flag. 


tricot /‘trikau/ noun knitted fabric. 

tricycle /‘traistk()l/ noun 3-wheeled pedal- 
driven vehicle. 

trident /‘traid(e)nt/ noun 3-pronged spear. 

Tridentine /trar'dentam/ adjective of trad- 
itional RC orthodoxy. 

triennial /trarentel/ adjective 1 lasting 3 years. 
2 recurring every 3 years. 

trifle /'traif(ə)l/ noun 1 thing of slight value or 
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importance, 2 small amount. 3 (a trifle) some- 
what. 4 dessert of sponge cake with custard, 
cream, fruit, etc. © verb (-ling) 1 talk or act frivol- 
ously. 2 (+ with) treat frivolously; flirt heart- 


lessly with. 


| m verb 14 dabble, fiddle, fool about, play about. 


trifling adjective 1 unimportant. 2 frivolous. 


| see TRIVIAL 1. 


trigger /‘triga/noun1 movable device for releas- 
ing spring or catch and so setting off mechanism, 
esp. of gun. 2 event etc. that sets off chain reac- 
tion. © verb (often + off) set (action, process) in 
motion; precipitate. o trigger-happy apt to shoot 
on slight provocation. 

trigonometry /triga'‘nomatri/ noun branch of 
mathematics dealing with relations of sides and 
angles of triangles, and with certain functions 
of angles. o trigonometric /-nə'met-/ adjective. 
trigonometrical /-na'met-/ adjective. 

trike noun colloquial tricycle. 

trilateral /trarlætər(ə)l/ adjective 1 of, on, or 
with 3 sides. 2 involving 3 parties. 

trilby /‘trilb1/ noun (plural -ies) soft felt hat with 
narrow brim and indented crown. 

trilingual /trar'lingw(e)l/ adjective speaking or 
in 3 languages. 

trill noun 1 quavering sound, esp. quick alterna- 
tion of notes. 2 bird’s warbling. 3 pronunciation 
of letter r with vibrating tongue. overb 1 
produce trill. 2 warble (song). 3 pronounce (r 
etc.) with trill. 


| m verb 2 sing, twitter, warble, whistle. 


trillion /‘triljan/ noun (plural same) 1 million 
million. 2 million million million. 3 (trillions) 
colloquial large number. o trillionth adjective & 
noun. 


trilobite /‘trailobart/ noun kind of fossil crust- 
acean. 


trilogy /'triled31/ noun (plural -ies) set of 3 
related novels, plays, operas, etc. 


trim verb (-mm-) 1 make neat or tidy or of 
required size or shape, esp. by cutting away 
irregular or unwanted parts. 2 (+ off, away) cut 
off. 3 ornament. 4 adjust balance of (ship, 
aircraft) by arranging cargo etc. 5 arrange (sails) 
to suit wind. @noun 1 state of readiness or 
fitness. 2 ornament, decorative material. 3 trim- 
ming of hair etc. © adjective (-mm-) 1 neat. 2 in 
good order; well arranged or equipped. 
m verb 1 clip, crop, cut, dock, pare down, prune, 
shape, shear, shorten, snip, tidy. 3 see DECORATE 
1. © adjective compact, neat, orderly, shipshape, 
smart, spruce, tidy, well groomed, well kept, well 
ordered. 


trimaran /‘trarmerzen/ noun vessel like catama- 
ran, with 3 hulls side by side. 


trimming noun 1 ornamental addition to dress, 
hat, etc. 2 (in plural) colloquial usual accompani- 
ments. 

trinitrotoluene /tramaitra'toljvi:n/ noun (also 
trinitrotoluol /-'toljuol/) a high explosive. 
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trinity | Trojan 


trinity /‘trmit/ noun (plural -ies) 1 being 3.2 tritium /‘trittam/ noun radioactive isotope of 


group of 3. 3 (the Trinity) the 3 persons of the 
Christian Godhead. o Trinity Sunday Sunday 
after Whit Sunday. i 


trinket /‘trmkit/ noun trifling ornament, esp. 
piece of jewellery. 

trio /'tri:au/ noun (plural -s) 1 group of 3. 2 
musical composition for 3 performers. 3 the per- 
formers. 

trip verb (-pp-) 1 (often + up) (cause to) stumble, 
esp. by catching foot. 2 (+ up) (cause to) commit 
fault or blunder. 3 run lightly. 4 make excursion 
to place. 5 operate (mechanism) suddenly by 
knocking aside catch etc. 6 slang have 
drug-induced hallucinatory experience. © noun 
4 journey or excursion, esp. for pleasure. 2 
stumble, blunder. 3 tripping, being tripped up. 4 
nimble step. 5 slang drug-induced hallucinatory 
experience. 6 device for tripping mechanism etc. 
Otrip-wire wire stretched close to ground to 
operate alarm etc. if disturbed. 

m verb 1 catch one's foot, fall, stumble, totter, 

tumble. 3 caper, dance, frisk, gambol, run, skip. 4 

see TRAVEL Verb 1. © noun 1 day out, drive, 

excursion, expedition, holiday, jaunt, journey, 

outing, ride, tour, visit, voyage. 


tripartite /trar'pa:tart/ adjective 1 consisting of 
3 parts. 2 shared by or involving 3 parties. 

tripe noun first or second stomach ofruminant, 
esp. ox, as food. 2 colloquial nonsense, rubbish. 

triple /‘trip(e)l/ adjective 1 threefold; having 3 
parts. 2 involving 3 parties. 3 3 times as much or 
as many. © noun 1 threefold number or amount. 
2 set of 3. © verb (-ling) multiply by 3. o triple 
crown winning of 3 important sporting events. 
triplejump athletic contest comprising hop, step, 
and jump. o triply adverb. 

triplet /‘triplit/ noun 1 each of 3 children or 
animals born at one birth. 2 set of 3 things, esp. 
of notes played in time of two. 

triplex /‘tripleks/ adjective triple, threefold. 

triplicate adjective /'tripliket/ 1 existing in 3 
examples or copies. 2 having 3 corresponding 
parts. 3 tripled. © noun /'tripliket/ each of 3 
copies or corresponding parts. overb (-ting) 
/‘triplikert/ 1 make in 3 copies. 2 multiply by 3. 
O triplication noun. 

tripod /'‘trarpod/ noun 3-legged or 3-footed stand, 
stool, table, or utensil. 

tripos /'‘trarpps/ noun honours exam for primary 
degree at Cambridge University. 

tripper noun person who goes on pleasure trip. 

triptych /‘triptik/zoun picture etc. with3 panels 
usually hinged vertically together. 

trireme /‘trarri:m/ oun ancient Greek warship, 
with 3 files of oarsmen on each side. 

trisect /trar'sekt/ verb divide into 3 (usually 
equal) parts. o trisection noun. 

trite adjective hackneyed. otritely adverb. 
triteness noun. 

m banal, commonplace, hackneyed, ordinary, 

pedestrian, predictable, uninspired, 

uninteresting. 


hydrogen with mass about 3 times that of ordin- 
ary hydrogen. 
triumph /‘tratamf/ noun 1 state of victory or 
success. 2 great success or achievement. 3 
supreme example. 4 joy at success. @ verb 1 
(often + over) gain victory; be successful. 2 
Roman History ride in triumph. 3 (often + over) 
exult. 
a noun 1,2 accomplishment, achievement, 
conquest, coup, colloquial hit, smash hit, success, 
victory, walkover, win. 4 celebration, elation, 
exultation, joy, jubilation, rapture. © verb 1 be 
victorious, prevail, succeed, take the honours, win; 
(triumph over) see DEFEAT verb 1. 


triumphal /trar'amf(ə)l/ adjective of, used in, or 
celebrating a triumph. 


USAGE Triumphal, asin triumphalarch, should 
not be confused with triumphant. 


triumphant /trar'amf(e)nt/ adjective 1 victori- 
ous, successful. 2 exultant. o triumphantly 
adverb. 


USAGE See note at TRIUMPHAL. 

u 1 conquering, dominant, successful, victorious, 
winning. 2 boastful, colloquial cocky, elated, 
exultant, gleeful, gloating, immodest, joyful, 
jubilant, proud. 


triumvirate /trar'amvoeret/ noun ruling group 
of 3 men. 


trivalent /trarvelənt/ adjective Chemistry 
having a valency of 3. o trivalency noun. 

trivet /‘trivit/ noun iron tripod or bracket for pot 
or kettle to stand on. 


trivia /‘trivie/ plural noun trifles, trivialities. 


trivial /‘triviel/ adjective 1 of small value or 
importance. 2 concerned only with trivial 
things. o triviality /-‘zl-/ noun (plural-ies). trivi- 
ally adverb. 3 
m 1 fiddling, colloquial footling, frivolous, 
inconsequential, inconsiderable, inessential, 
insignificant, little, meaningless, minor, negligible, 
paltry, pettifogging, petty, colloquial piddling, 
colloquial piffling, silly, slight, small, superficial, 
trifling, unimportant, worthless. 


trivialize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) make 
or treat as trivial; minimize. o trivialization 


noun. 

trochee /‘trauki:/ noun metrical foot ofone long 
followed by one short syllable. otrochaic 
[tra'kenk/ adjective. 

trod past and past participle of TREAD. 

trodden past participle of TREAD. 

troglodyte /‘troglodart/ noun cave dweller. 

troika /'trorkə/ noun Russian vehicle drawn by 
3 horses abreast. 

Trojan /‘traud3(e)n/ adjective of ancient Troy. 
@ noun 1 native or inhabitant of ancient Troy. 
2 person who works, fights, etc. courageously. 
o Trojan Horse person or device planted to bring 
about enemy's downfall. 


troll | trowel 


troll’ /travl/ noun supernatural cave-dwelling 
giant or dwarf in Scandinavian mythology. 

troll? /traul/ verb fish by drawing bait along in 
water. 

trolley /‘troli/ noun (plural -s) 1 table, stand, 
or basket on wheels or castors for serving food, 
carrying luggage etc., gathering purchases in 
supermarket, etc. 2 low truck running along 
rails. 3 (in full trolley-wheel) wheel attached to 
pole etc. for collecting current from overhead 
electric wire to drive vehicle. o trolley bus elec- 
tric bus using trolley-wheel. 


trollop /‘trolap/ noun disreputable girl or 
woman. 

trombone /trom'baun/ noun musical wind 
instrument made of brass, with sliding tube. 
o trombonist noun. 

troop /tru:p/ noun 1 assembled company; assem- 
blage of people or animals. 2 (in plural) soldiers, 
armed forces. 3 cavalry unit commanded by 
captain. 4 artillery unit. 5 group of 3 or more 
Scout patrols. © verb (+ in, out, off, etc.) come 
together or move in a troop. 0 troop the colour 
transfer flag ceremonially at public mounting of 
garrison guards. troop-ship ship for trans- 
porting troops. 

trooper noun 1 private soldier in cavalry or 
armoured unit. 2 Australian & US mounted or 
State police officer. 3 cavalry horse. 4 troop-ship. 


trope noun figurative use of word. 


trophy /‘trovft/ noun (plural -ies) 1 cup etc. as 
prize in contest. 2 memento of any success. 


m 1 award, cup, laurels, medal, palm, prize. 2 
memento, reminder, souvenir. 
tropic /‘tropik/ noun 1 parallel of latitude 23° 27’ 
N. (tropic of Cancer) or S. (tropic of Capricorn) 


of Equator. 2 (the Tropics) region lying between 
these. 


tropical adjective of or typical of the Tropics. 


troposphere /‘tropasfie/ noun layer of atmos- 
phere extending about 8 km upwards from 
earth’s surface. 


trot verb (-tt-) 1 (of person) run at moderate pace. 
2 (of horse) proceed at steady pace faster than 
walk. 3 traverse (distance) thus. @ noun 1 action 
or exercise of trotting. 2 (the trots) slang diar- 
rhoea. Don the trot colloquial 1 in succession. 2 
continually busy. trot out colloquial introduce 
(opinion etc.) repeatedly or tediously. 


troth /trəvð/ noun archaic 1 faith, fidelity. 2 
truth. 


trotter noun 1 (usually in plural) animal’s foot, 
esp. as food. 2 horse bred or trained for trotting. 


troubadour /'tru:bedua/ noun 1 singer; poet. 2 
French medieval poet singing of love. 


trouble /‘trab(s)l/ noun 1 difficulty, distress; 
vexation, affliction. 2 inconvenience; unpleas- 
ant exertion. 3 cause of this. 4 perceived failing. 
5 malfunction. 6 disturbance. 7 (in plural) public 
disturbances. © verb (-ling) 1 cause distress to; 
disturb. 2 (as troubled adjective) anxious, 
uneasy. 3 be disturbed. 4 afflict; cause pain etc. 
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to. 5 subject or be subjected to inconvenience 
or unpleasant exertion. din trouble 1 likely to 
incur censure or punishment. 2 colloquial preg- 
nant and unmarried. take (the) trouble exert 
oneself to do something. troublemaker person 
who habitually causes trouble. troubleshooter 
4 mediator in dispute. 2 person who traces and 
corrects faults in machinery etc. 

a noun 1 adversity, affliction, anxiety, burden, 
difficulty, distress, grief, hardship, illness, misery, 
misfortune, pain, problem, sadness, sorrow, 
suffering, trial, tribulation, unhappiness, vexation, 
worry. 2, 3 bother, care, concern, effort, exertion, 
inconvenience, labour, pains, struggle, thought. 5 
breakdown, defect, failure, fault, malfunction. 6 
bother, commotion, conflict, discontent, discord, 
disorder, dissatisfaction, disturbance, fighting, 
fuss, misbehaviour, misconduct, naughtiness, 
colloquial row, strife, turmoil, unpleasantness, 
unrest, violence. © verb 1, 4 afflict, agitate, alarm, 
annoy, bother, concern, distress, disturb, 
exasperate, grieve, harass, colloquial hassle, hurt, 
irk, irritate, molest, nag, pain, perturb, pester, 
colloquial plague, put out, ruffle, torment, upset, 
vex, worry. 2 (troubled) see worry verb 4.5 
bother, exert oneself, impose on, formal 
incommode, inconvenience, put out, take pains. 

o troublemaker agent provocateur, agitator, 
criminal, culprit, delinquent, hooligan, malcontent, 
mischief-maker, offender, rabble-rouser, rascal, 
ringleader, ruffian, scandalmonger, stirrer, vandal, 
wrongdoer. 


troublesome adjective causing trouble, an- 
noying. 
a annoying, badly behaved, bothersome, 
disobedient, disorderly, distressing, 
inconvenient, irksome, irritating, naughty, 
pestilential, rowdy, colloquial tiresome, trying, 
uncooperative, unruly, upsetting, vexatious, 
vexing, wearisome, worrying. 


trough /trof/ noun 1 long narrow open recep- 
tacle for water, animal feed, etc. 2 channel or 
hollow like this. 3 elongated region of low baro- 
metric pressure. 

trounce /trauns/ verb (-cing) inflict severe 
defeat, beating, or punishment on. 

troupe /tru:p/ moun company of actors, acro- 
bats, etc. 

trouper noun 1 member of theatrical troupe. 2 
staunch colleague. 

trousers /'travzəz/ plural noun two-legged 
outer garment from waist usually to ankles. 
Otrouser suit woman’s suit of trousers and 
jacket. 

@ breeches, culottes, dungarees, jeans, jodhpurs, 

knickerbockers, proprietary term Levis, overalls, 

US pants, shorts, slacks, trews, trunks. 


trousseau /‘tru:sau/ noun (plural -s or -x /-2/) 
bride’s collection of clothes etc. 


trout /traut/ noun (pluralsame or -s) fish related 
to salmon. 


trove /travv/ noun treasure trove. 
trowel /‘travel/ noun 1 flat-bladed tool for 
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spreading mortar etc. 2 scoop for lifting small 
plants or earth. 

troy noun (in full troy weight) system of weights 
used for precious metals etc. 

truant /‘tru:ent/ noun 1 child who does not 
attend school. 2 person who avoids work etc. 
o adjective idle, wandering. © verb (also play 
truant) be truant. o truancy noun (plural-ies). 

n noun absentee, malingerer, runaway, shirker, 

slang skiver, slang wag. © verb (play truant) be 

absent, desert, malinger, slang skive, stay away. 

o truancy absenteeism, malingering, shirking, 

slang skiving. 


truce noun temporary agreement to cease hos- 
tilities. 

u armistice, ceasefire, moratorium, pact, peace, 

suspension of hostilities, treaty. 


truck’ noun 1 lorry. 2 open railway wagon for 
freight. 4 


truck? noun o have no truck with avoid dealing 
with. 


trucker noun esp. USlong-distance lorry driver. 


truckle /‘trak(e)l/ noun (in full truckle-bed) low 
bed on wheels, stored under another. © verb 
(ling) (+ to) submit obsequiously to. 


truculent /‘trakjulent/ adjective aggressively 
defiant. o truculence noun. truculently adverb. 


trudge verb (-ging) 1 walk laboriously. 2 tra- 
verse (distance) thus. © noun trudging walk. 


true adjective (-r, -st) 1 in accordance with fact 
or reality. 2 genuine. 3 loyal, faithful. 4 (+ to) 
accurately conforming to (type, standard). 5 cor- 
rectly positioned or balanced; level. 6 exact, 
accurate. © adverb 1 archaic truly. 2 accurately. 
3 without variation. o out of true out of align- 
ment. 
u adjective 1 accurate, actual, confirmed, correct, 
exact, factual, faithful, faultless, flawless, literal, 
real, realistic, formal veracious, verified, veritable. 
2 authentic, authorized, genuine, legal, legitimate, 
proper, real, rightful, valid, veritable. 3 confirmed, 
constant, dedicated, dependable, devoted, 
faithful, firm, honest, honourable, loyal, reliable, 
responsible, sincere, staunch, steadfast, steady, 
trustworthy, archaic or jocular trusty, unswerving, 
upright. 6 accurate, correct, exact, perfect, precise, 
tight, colloquial spot on, unerring. 


truffle ltra) noun 1 rich-flavoured under- 
ground fungus. 2 sweet made of soft chocolate 
mixture. 


trug noun shallow oblong garden-basket. 


truism /‘tru:1z(e)m/ noun self-evident or hack- 
neyed truth. 


truly /‘tru:l/ adverb 1 sincerely. 2 really. 3 
loyally. 4 accurately. o Yours truly 1 written 
Deore STAT CS of informal letter.2jocular 
me. 


trump! noun 1 playing card(s) of suit temporar- 
ily ranking above others. 2 (in plural) this suit. 
3 colloquial helpful or excellent person. @ verb 1 
defeat with trump. 2 colloquial outdo. o come or 


troy | trust 


turn up trumps colloquial 1 turn out well 
or successfully. 2 be extremely successful or 
helpful. trump card 1 card belonging to, or 
turned up to determine, trump suit. 2 colloquial 
valuable resource. trump up fabricate, invent 
(accusation, excuse, etc.). 


trump? noun archaic trumpet-blast. 


trumpery [‘trampert/ noun 1 worthless finery. 
2 rubbish. @ adjective 1 showy but worthless; 
trashy. 2 shallow. 


trumpet /‘trampit/ noun 4 brass musical instru- 
ment with flared mouth and bright penetrating 
tone. 2 trumpet-shaped thing. 3 sound (as) of 
trumpet. @verb (-t-) 1 blow trumpet. 2 (of 
elephant) make trumpet. 3 proclaim loudly. 
o trumpeter noun. 


truncate /tran‘kert/ verb (-ting) cut off top or 
end of; shorten. o truncation noun. 


truncheon /'trantf(ə)n/ moun short club 
carried by police officer. 


a baton, club, cudgel, staff, stick. 


trundle /'trand(ə)l/ verb (-ling) roll or move, esp. 
heavily or noisily. 

trunk noun 1 main stem of tree. 2 body without 
limbs or head. 3 large luggage-box with hinged 
lid. 4 US boot of car. 5 elephant’s elongated pre- 
hensile nose. 6 (in plural) men’s close-fitting 
shorts worn for swimming etc. o trunk call 
long-distance telephone call. trunk line main line 
of railway, telephone system, etc. trunk road 
important main road. 


1 bole, shaft, stalk, stem, stock. 2 body, torso. 3 

| box, case, chest, coffer, crate. 5 nose, proboscis. 
truss noun 1 framework supportingroof, bridge, 

etc. 2 supporting surgical appliance for hernia 

etc. sufferers. 3 bundle of hay or straw. 4 cluster 

of flowers or fruit. everb 1 tie up (fowl) for 

cooking. 2 (often + up) tie (person) with arms to 

sides. 3 support with truss(es). 


trust noun 1 firm belief that a person or thing 
may be relied on. 2 confident expectation. 3 
responsibility. 4 Law arrangement involving 
trustees. 5 Law property so held. 6 group of 
trustees. 7 association of companies for reducing 
competition. @ verb 1 place trust in; believe in; 
rely on. 2 (+ with) give (person) charge of. 3 (often 
+ that) hope earnestly thata thing will take place. 
4 (+ to) consign (thing) to (person). 5 (+ in) place 
reliance in. 6 (+ fo) place (esp. undue) reliance 
on. o in trust (of property) managed by person(s) 
on behalf of another. trustworthy deserving of 
trust; reliable. trustworthiness zoun. O trustful 
adjective. 
n noun 1 assurance, belief, certainty, certitude, 
confidence, conviction, credence, faith, reliance. 
Atrusteeship. © verb 1, 5, 6 colloquial bankon, 
believe in, be sure of, confide in, count on, depend 
on, have confidence in, have faith in, rely on. 3 
assume, expect, hope, imagine, presume, 
suppose, surmise. O trustworthy constant, 
dependable, ethical, faithful, honest, honourable, 
loyal, moral, colloquial on the level, principled, 
reliable, responsible, safe, sensible, sincere, 
steadfast, steady, straightforward, true, archaic or 


trustee | tuck 


| jocular trusty, truthful, upright. o trustful 
confiding, credulous, gullible, innocent, trusting, 

unquestioning, unsuspecting, unsuspicious, 

unwary. 


trustee /tras'ti:/ noun person or member of 

board managing property in trust with legal 
obligation to administer it solely for purposes 
specified. o trusteeship noun. 


trusting adjective having trust or confidence. 
o trustingly adverb. 


trusty adjective (-ier, -iest) archaic or jocular 
trustworthy. © noun ( plural -ies) prisoner given 
special privileges for good behaviour. 


truth /tru:0/ noun (plural truths /tru:6z/) 1 
quality or state of being true. 2 what is true or 
accepted as true. 

m 1 accuracy, authenticity, correctness, 

exactness, factuality, genuineness, integrity, 

reliability, truthfulness, validity, veracity, archaic 
verity. 2 axiom, fact, maxim, truism, archaic verity. 


truthful adjective 1 habitually speaking the 
truth. 2 (of story etc.) true. o truthfully adverb. 
truthfulness noun. 

m accurate, candid, correct, credible, earnest, 

factual, faithful, forthright, frank, honest, proper, 

realistic, reliable, right, sincere, straight, ‘ 

straightforward, true, trustworthy, valid, formal 

veracious, unvarnished. 


try verb (-ies, -ied) 1 attempt, endeavour. 2 test 

(quality); test by use or experiment; test qualities 
of. 3 make severe demands on. 4 examine effect- 
iveness of for purpose. 5 ascertain state of fasten- 
ing of (door etc.). 6 investigate and decide (case, 
issue) judicially. 7 (often + for) subject (person) 
to trial. 8 (+ for) apply or compete for. 9 (+ for) 
seek to attain. © noun (plural -ies) 1 attempt. 2 
Rugby touching-down of ball by player behind 
opposing goal line, scoring points and entitling 
player’s side to a kick at goal. o try one’s hand 
(often + af) have attempt. try it on colloquial test 
how much unreasonable behaviour etc. will be 
tolerated. try on put (clothes etc.) on to test fit 
etc. try-on noun colloquial 1 act of trying it on or 
trying on clothes etc. 2 attempt to deceive. try 
out 1 put to the test. 2 test thoroughly. try-out 
noun experimental test. 

m verb 1 aim, attempt, endeavour, formal essay, 
exert oneself, have a go at, colloquial have a stab 
at, make an effort, strain, strive, struggle, 
undertake, venture. 2 appraise, colloquial check 
out, evaluate, examine, experiment with, 
investigate, sample, test, try out. © noun 1 
attempt, slang bash, colloquial crack, effort, 
endeavour, go, colloquial shot, colloquial stab. 


trying adjective annoying, exasperating; hard to 
ear. 


| @ see ANNOYING (ANNOY), TIRESOME 2. 


tryst /trist/ noun archaic meeting, esp. of lovers. 


tsar /za:/ noun (also czar) (feminine tsarina 
/“ri:na/) historical emperor of Russia. o tsarist 
noun & adjective. 
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tsetse /'tsetsr/ noun African fly feeding on blood 
and transmitting disease. 


tsp. abbreviation (plural tsps.) teaspoonful. 


TT abbreviation 1 Tourist Trophy. 2 
tuberculin-tested. 3 teetotal(ler). 


tub noun 1 open flat-bottomed usually round 
vessel. 2 tub-shaped (usually plastic) carton. 3 
colloquial bath. 4 colloquial clumsy slow boat. 
everb (-bb-) plant, bathe, or wash in tub, 
otub-thumper colloquial ranting preacher or 
orator. 


| n noun 1 barrel, butt, cask, drum, keg, pot, vat. 


tuba /‘tju:ba/ moun (plural -s) low-pitched 
musical wind instrument made of brass. 


tubby /'tabr/ adjective (-ier, -iest) short and fat. 
o tubbiness noun. 


tube noun 1 long hollow cylinder. 2 soft metal 
or plastic cylinder sealed at one end and having 
screw cap at other. 3 hollow cylindrical bodily 
organ. 4 colloquial London underground. 5 
cathode ray tube, esp. in television. 6 (the tube) 
esp. US colloquial television. 7 US thermionic 
valve. 8 inner tube. © verb (-bing) 1 equip with 
tubes. 2 enclose in tube. 


m noun 1 capillary, conduit, cylinder, duct, hose, 
| main, pipe. 


tuber /‘tju:ba/ noun short thick rounded root or 
underground stem of plant. 


tubercle /‘tju:bak(s)l/ noun small rounded 
swelling on part or in organ of body, esp. as char- 
acteristic of tuberculosis. o tubercle bacillus 
bacterium causing tuberculosis. o tuberculous 
/-'ba:kjules/ adjective. 

tubercular /tjo'bs:kjulo/ adjective of or affected 
with tuberculosis. 


tuberculin /tju'bs:kjulm/ noun preparation 
from cultures of tubercle bacillus used in 
diagnosis and treatment of tuberculosis. 
O tuberculin-tested (of milk) from cows shown 
to be free of tuberculosis. 


tuberculosis [tjuba:kju'leusis/ noun infectious 
bacterial disease marked by tubercles, esp. in 
ungs. 


tuberose /'tju:bərəuz/ noun plant with 
creamy-white fragrant flowers. 


tuberous /'tju:bərəs/ adjective 1 having tubers. 
2ofor like a tuber. 


tubing noun 1 length of tube. 2 quantity of or 
material for tubes. ; 


tubular l'tju:bjulə/ adjective 4 tube-shaped. 2 
having or consisting of tubes. 


TUC abbreviation Trades Union Congress. 


tuck verb 1 (often + in, up) draw, fold, or turn 
outer or end parts of (cloth, clothes, etc.) close 
together. 2 (often + in, up) push in edges of bed- 
clothes around (person). 3 draw together into 
small space. 4 stow (thing) away in specified 
place or way. 5 make stitched fold in (cloth etc.). 
@noun 1 flattened fold sewn in garment etc. 2 
colloquial food, esp. cakes and sweets. o tuck in 
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colloquial eat heartily. tuck shop shop selling 
sweets etc. to schoolchildren. 


| n verb 4 place, put away, shove, store, stow, stuff. 


tucker /‘take/ noun Australian & NZ slang food. 
overb (esp. in passive; often + out) US & Aus- 
tralian colloquial tire. 


Tudor /‘tju:de/ adjective 1 of royal family of 
England from Henry VII to Elizabeth I. 2 of this 
period (1485-1603). 3 of the architectural style of 
this period. 


Tues. abbreviation (also Tue.) Tuesday. 


Tuesday /'tju:zder/ noun day of week following 
Monday. 


tufa /'tju:fə/ noun 1 porous rock formed round 
mineral springs. 2 tuff. 


tuff noun rock formed from volcanic ash. 


tuft noun bunch of threads, grass, feathers, hair, 
etc. held or growing together at base. o tufted 
adjective. tufty adjective. 


| u bunch, clump, cluster, tussock. 


tug verb (-gg-) 1 (often + at) pullhardor violently. 
2 tow (vessel) by tugboat. © noun 1 hard, violent, 
or jerky pull. 2 sudden emotion. 3 (also tugboat) 
small powerful boat for towing ships. o tug of 
war trial of strength between two sides pulling 
opposite ways on a rope. 

n verb drag, draw, haul, heave, jerk, lug, pluck, 

pull, twitch, wrench, colloquial yank. 


turon /tju:'1f(2)n/ noun 1 teaching. 2 fee for 
this. 


tulip /'tju:lrp/ noun 1 bulbous spring-flowering 
plant with showy cup-shaped flowers. 2 its 
flower. o tulip-tree tree with tulip-like flowers. 


tulle /tju:l/ noun soft fine silk etc. net for veils 
and dresses. 


tumble /'tamb(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 (cause to) fall 
suddenly or headlong. 2 fall rapidly in amount 
etc. 3 roll, toss. 4 move or rush in headlong or 
blundering fashion. 5 (often + to) colloquial grasp 
meaning of. 6 fling or push roughly or carelessly. 
7 perform acrobatic feats, esp. somersaults. 8 
rumple, disarrange. © noun 1 fall. 2 somersault 
or other acrobatic feat. o tumbledown falling 
or fallen into ruin; dilapidated. tumble-drier, 
-dryer machine for drying washing in heated 
rotating drum. tumble-dry verb. 

u verb 1 collapse, drop, fall, flop, pitch, roll, 

stumble, topple, trip up. 2 collapse, drop, fall, 

nosedive, plummet. 6 dump, fling, shove, spill, 

throw, toss. 8 disarrange, jumble, mix up, rumple. 
u tumbledown broken down, crumbling, 

decrepit, derelict, dilapidated, ramshackle, 

rickety, ruined, shaky, tottering. 


tumbler noun 1 drinking glass without handle 
or foot. 2 acrobat. 3 part of mechanism of lock. 


tumbrel /'tambr(ə)l/ noun (also tumbril) histor- 
ical open cart in which condemned people were 
carried to guillotine during French Revolution. 

tumescent /tju'mes(a)nt/ adjective swelling. 
n tumescence noun. 


tucker | tunnel 


tumid /'tju:mıd/ adjective 1 swollen, inflated. 2 
pompous. o tumidity /-'mid-/ noun. 


tummy /'tamı/ noun (plural -ies) colloquial 
stomach. o tummy-ache pain in stomach. 


tumour [‘tiu:ma/ noun (US tumor) abnormal or 
morbid swelling in the body. 


tumult /‘tju:malt/ noun 1 uproar, din. 2 angry 
demonstration by mob; riot. 3 conflict of emo- 
tions etc. o tumultuous /tju'maltfuas/ adjective. 
u ado, agitation, chaos, commotion, confusion, 
din, disturbance, excitement, ferment, fracas, 
frenzy, hubbub, hullabaloo, riot, colloquial 
rumpus, storm, strife, tempest, unrest, upheaval, 
uproar, welter. o tumultuous agitated, 
boisterous, confused, excited, frenzied, hectic, 
passionate, stormy, tempestuous, turbulent, 
unrestrained, unruly, violent, wild. 


tumulus /‘tju:mjules/ noun (plural -ħi /-la1/) 
ancient burial mound. 

tun noun 1 large cask. 2 brewer's fermenting-vat. 

tuna /'tju:nə/ noun (plural same or -s) 1 large 
eae marine fish. 2 (in full tuna-fish) its flesh 
as food. 


tundra /‘tandra/ noun vast level treeless Arctic 
region with permafrost. 


tune noun 1 melody. 2 correct pitch or inton- 
ation. © verb (-ning) 1 put (musical instrument) 
in tune. 2 (often + in) adjust (radio etc.) to desired 
frequency etc. 3 adjust (engine etc.) to run 
smoothly. o change one's tune 1 voice different 
opinion. 2 become more respectful. tune up 
bring instrument(s) to proper pitch. tuning fork 
two-pronged steel fork giving particular note 
when struck. 

u noun 1 air, melody, motif, song, strain, theme. 

© verb 1 adjust, attune. 2, 3 adjust, calibrate, 

regulate, set. 


tuneful adjective melodious, musical. o tune- 
fully adverb. tunefulness noun. 

a catchy, euphonious, mellifluous, melodic, 

melodious, musical, pleasant, singable, 

sweet-sounding. 


tuneless adjective unmelodious, unmusical. 
o tunelessly adverb. 

tuner noun 1 person who tunes pianos etc. 2 part 
of radio or television receiver for tuning. 

tungsten /‘tapst(e)n/ noun heavy steel-grey 
metallic element. 

tunic /‘tju:ntk/ noun 1 close-fitting short coat of 
police or military uniform. 2 loose often sleeve- 
less garment. 

tunnel /‘tan(@)l/ noun 1 underground passage 
dug through hill, or under river, road, etc. 2 
underground passage dug by animal. @ verb (-ll-; 
US -I-) 1 (+ through, into) make tunnel through 
(hill etc.). 2 make (one’s way) so. a tunnel vision 
4 restricted vision. 2 colloquial inability to grasp 
wider implications of situation etc. 

u noun 1 mine, passage, passageway, shaft, 

subway, underpass. 2 burrow, hole. @ verb1 

burrow, dig, excavate, mine, penetrate. 


tunny | turn 


tunny /‘tant/ noun (plural same or -ies) tuna. 

tuppence = TWOPENCE. 

tuppenny = TWOPENNY. 

Tupperware /‘tapawea/ noun proprietary term 
range of plastic containers for food. 

turban /'ts:bən/ noun 1 man’s headdress of 
fabric wound round cap or head, worn esp. by 
Muslims and Sikhs. 2 woman’s hat resembling 
this. 

turbid /'‘ts:bid/ adjective 1 muddy, thick; not 
clear. 2 confused, disordered. o turbidity /-"bid-/ 
noun. 


USAGE Turbid is sometimes confused with 
turgid. 


turbine /‘ts:bam/ noun rotary motor driven by 
flow of water, gas, etc. 

turbo- combining form turbine. 

turbocharger /'ts:bəvtfa:d5ə/ noun (also 
turbo) supercharger driven by turbine powered 
by engine's exhaust gases. 

turbojet /‘ts:baud3et/ noun 1 jet engine in which 
jet also operates turbine-driven air-compressor. 
2 aircraft with this. 

turboprop /‘ts:beuprop/ noun 1 jet engine in 
which turbine is used as in turbojet and also to 
drive propeller. 2 aircraft with this. 


turbot /'ts:bat/ noun (plural same or -s) large 
flatfish valued as food. 


turbulent /‘ts:bjulont/ adjective 1 disturbed, in 
commotion. 2 (of flow of air, water, etc.) varying 
irregularly. 3 riotous, restless. o turbulence 
noun. turbulently adverb. 
a 1 agitated, boisterous, confused, disordered, 
excited, hectic, passionate, restless, seething, 
turbid, unrestrained, violent, volatile, wild. 2 
blustery, bumpy, choppy (sea), rough, stormy, 
tempestuous, violent, wild, windy. 3 badly 
behaved, disorderly, lawless, obstreperous, 
riotous, rowdy, undisciplined, unruly. 


tureen /tjuo'ri:n/ noun deep covered dish for 
soup. 

turf noun (plural -s or turves) 1 short grass with 
surface earth bound together by its roots. 2 piece 
of this cut from ground. 3 slab of peat for fuel. 4 
(the turf) horse racing. 5 (the turf) racecourse. 
© verb 1 cover (ground) with turf. 2 (+ out) collo- 
quial expel, eject. o turf accountant bookmaker. 
o turfy adjective. 


a noun 4 grass, grassland, green, lawn, literary 
sward. 


turgid /'ts:d31d/ adjective 1 swollen, inflated. 2 
(of language) pompous, bombastic. o turgidity 
/-'d31d-/ noun. 

USAGE Turgid is sometimes confused with 
turbid. 

@ 2 affected, bombastic, flowery, fulsome, 
grandiose, high-flown, overblown, pompous, 

pretentious, stilted, wordy. 


Turk noun native or national of Turkey. 
turkey /'ts:k1/ noun (plural-s) 1 large originally 
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American bird bred for food. 2 its flesh. o tur- 
keycock male turkey. 

Turkish adjective of Turkey. © noun language of 
Turkey. o Turkish bath 1 hot-air or steam bath 
followed by massage etc. 2 (in singular or plural) 
building for this. Turkish carpet thick-piled 
woollen carpet with bold design. Turkish delight 
kind of gelatinous sweet. Turkish towel one 
made of cotton terry. 

turmeric /'ts:marik/ noun 1 E. Indian plant of 
ginger family. 2 its rhizome powdered as fla- 
vouring or dye. 

turmoil /‘ts:morl/ noun 1 violent confusion. 2 
din and bustle. 

m bediam, bustle, chaos, commotion, confusion, 

disorder, disturbance, ferment, hubbub, 

hullabaloo, pandemonium, riot, colloquial row, 
colloquial rumpus, tumult, turbulence, unrest, 
upheaval, uproar, welter. 


turn verb 1 move around point or axis; give or 
receive rotary motion. 2 change from one side to 
another; invert, reverse. 3 give new direction to. 
4 take new direction. 5 aim in certain way. 6 (+ 
into) change in nature, form, or condition to. 7 (+ 
to) set about. 8 (+ to) have recourse to. 9 (+ to) 
consider next. 10 become. 11 (+ against) make 
or become hostile to. 12 (+ on, upon) face hos- 
tilely. 13 change colour. 14 (of milk) become 
sour. 15 cause (milk) to become sour. 16 (of 
stomach) be nauseated. 17 cause (stomach) to be 
nauseated. 18 (of head) become giddy. 19 trans- 
late. 20 move to other side of; go round. 21 pass 
age or time of. 22 (+ on) depend on. 23 send, put; 
cause to go. 24 remake (sheet, shirt collar, etc.). 
25 make (profit). 26 divert (bullet). 27 shape 
(object) in lathe. 28 give (esp. elegant) form to. 
@noun 1 turning; rotary motion. 2 changed or 
change of direction or tendency. 3 point of 
turning or change. 4 turning of road. 5 change of 
direction of tide. 6 change in course of events. 7 
tendency; formation. 8 opportunity, obligation, 
etc. that comes successively to each of several 
people etc. 9 short walk or ride. 10 short perform- 
ance on stage, in circus, etc. 11 service of speci- 
fied kind. 12 purpose. 13 colloquial momentary 
nervous shock. 14 Music ornament of principal 
note with those above and below it. o in turn in 
succession. take (it in) turns act alternately. 
turn-about 1 turning about. 2 radical or abrupt 
change. turncoat person who changes sides. turn 
down 1 reject. 2 reduce volume or strength of 
(sound, heat, etc.) by turning knob. 3 fold down. 
turn in 1 hand in. 2 achieve. 3 incline inwards. 4 
colloquial go to bed. turnkey archaic jailer. turn 
off 1 stop flow or working of by means of tap, 
switch, etc. 2 enter side road. 3 colloquial cause 
to lose interest. turn-off 1 turning off a road. 2 
colloquial something that repels or causes loss 
of interest. turn of phrase linguistic expression. 
turn on 1 start flow or working of by means of 
tap, switch, etc. 2 colloquial arouse, esp. Sexu- 
. turn one’s back on see BACK. turn out 1 
expel. 2 extinguish (light etc.). 3 dress; equip. 4 
produce (goods etc.). 5 empty; clean out. 6 (cause 
to) assemble. 7 prove to be the case; result. 8 
(usually + to be) be found. turnout 1 number of 
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people who attend meeting etc. 2 equipage. turn 
over 1 reverse position of. 2 cause (engine etc.) 
to run. 3 (of engine) start running. 4 consider 
thoroughly. 5 (+ to) transfer care or conduct of 
(person, thing) to (person). turnover 1 turning 
over. 2 gross amount of money taken in business. 
3 rate of sale and replacement of goods. 4 rate at 
which people enter and leave employment etc. 5 
small pie with pastry folded over filling. turnpike 
US & historical road on which toll is charged. 
turnstile revolving gate with arms. turntable 
circular revolving plate or platform. turn tail 
turn one’s back; run away. turn the corner 1 pass 
round corner. 2 pass critical point in illness, dif- 
ficulty, etc. turn to begin work. turn turtle 
capsize. turn up 1 increase (volume or strength 
of) by turning knob etc. 2 discover; reveal. 3 be 
found. 4 happen; arrive. 5 shorten (garmentetc.). 
6 fold over or upwards. turn-up noun 1 turned-up 
end of trouser leg. 2 colloquial unexpected hap- 
pening. turn up one’s nose see NOSE. 

n verb 1 circle, coil, curl, gyrate, loop, orbit, pivot, 
revolve, roll, rotate, spin, spiral, swivel, twirl, twist, 
whirl, wind. 2 flip over, invert, reverse, turn over, 
turn upside down. 3, 4 bend, change direction, 
corner, deviate, divert, go round a corner, 
negotiate a corner, shift, swerve, veer, wheel, yaw. 
6 (turn into) become, be transformed into, change 
into, convert into, develop into, grow into, make 
into, metamorphose into, remake as, transform 
into. 22 (turn on) depend on, hinge on, pivot on, 
revolve around. © noun 1 circle, coil, curve, cycle, 
loop, pirouette, revolution, roll, rotation, spin, twirl, 
twist, whirl. 2 deviation, reversal, shift, U-turn. 3 
crossroads, junction, turning, turning point. 4 
angle, bend, corner, curve, hairpin bend, loop, 
meander, zigzag. 8 chance, go, innings, 
opportunity, colloquial shot, stint. 10 see 
PERFORMANCE 3. 13 fright, scare, shock, start. 

o turn down 1 see REJECT verb 2. turn off 1 
disconnect, switch off, 2 see DEVIATE. 3 See REPEL 
2. turn on 2 see ATTRACT 3. turn out 1 see EXPEL 
4. 4 see PRODUCE verb 1. 7 see HAPPEN 1. turn over 
4 see OVERTURN 1. 4 see CONSIDER 1. turnover 2 
business, revenue. turn tail see ESCAPE verb 1. 
turn up 2 see DISCOVER 1,2. 4 see ARRIVE 1. 


turner noun lathe-worker. 

turnery noun 1 objects made on lathe. 2 work 
with lathe. 

turning noun 1 road branching off another. 2 
place where this occurs. 3 use of lathe. 4 (in 
plural) chips or shavings from this. 0 turning 
circle smallest circle in which vehicle can turn. 
turning point point at which decisive change 
occurs. 


| a o turning point watershed. i 


turnip /'ts:nıp/ noun 1 plant with globular root. 
2 its root as vegetable. 

turpentine /'ts:pəntam/ noun 1 resin from any 
of various trees. 2 (in full oil of turpentine) vola- 
tile inflammable oil distilled from turpentine 
and used in mixing paints etc. 

turpitude /'ts:pitju:d/ noun formal depravity, 
wickedness. 

turps noun colloquial oil of turpentine. 


turner | tweet 


turquoise ['taikworz/ noun 1 opaque semi- 
Precious stone, usually greenish-blue. 2 this 
colour. © adjective of this colour. 

turret |'tarit/ noun 1 small tower, esp. decorat- 
ing building. 2 usually revolving armoured 
structure for gun and gunners on ship, fort, etc. 
rotating holder for tools in lathe etc. o turreted 
adjective. 

turtle /‘ts:t(@)l/ noun aquatic reptile with flip- 
pers and horny shell. o turtle-neck high close- 
fitting neck on knitted garment. 

turtle-dove /'ts:t(ə)ldav/ noun wild dove noted 
for soft cooing and affection for its mate. 

tusk noun long pointed tooth, esp. projecting 
beyond mouth as in elephant, walrus, or boar. 
o tusked adjective. 

tussle /‘tas(e)l/ noun & verb (-ling) struggle, 
scuffle. 


tussock ['tasak/ noun clump of grass etc. 

tut = TUT-TUT. 

tutelage /'tju:tlıd3/ noun 1 guardianship. 2 
being under this. 3 tuition. 

tutelary /‘tju:tilert/ adjective 1 servingas guard- 
ian or protector. 2 of guardian. 

tutor /'tju:ta/ noun 1 private teacher. 2 univer- 
sity teacher supervising studies or welfare of 
assigned undergraduates. @ verbactas tutor (to). 
o tutorship noun. 

tutorial /tju:'to:rtal/ adjective of tutor or tuition. 
@noun period of tuition for single student or 
small group. 

tutti /'tutt/ Music adjective & adverb with all 
instruments or voices together. © noun (plural 
-s) tutti passage. 

tut-tut /tat'tat/ (also tut) interjection: expressing 
rebuke or impatience. © noun such exclamation. 
© verb (-tt-) exclaim thus. 

tutu /‘tu:tu:/ noun (plural-s) dancer's short skirt 
of stiffened frills. 

tuxedo /tak'si:deu/ noun (plural -s or -es) US 
(suit including) dinner jacket. 

TV abbreviation television. 

twaddle /‘twod(e)]/ noun silly writing or talk. 

twain adjective & noun archaic two. 

twang noun 1 sound made by plucked string of 
musical instrument, bow, etc. 2 nasal quality of 
voice. @verb (cause to) emit twang. O twangy 
adjective. 

tweak verb 1 pinch and twist; jerk. 2 adjust 
finely. @ noun such action. 

twee adjective (tweer [‘twi:a/, tweest /‘twi:st/) 
derogatory affectedly dainty or quaint. 

tweed noun 1 rough-surfaced woollen cloth 
usually of mixed colours. 2 (in plural) clothes of 
tweed. 

tweedy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 of or dressed in 
tweed. 2 heartily informal. 

tweet noun chirp ofsmall bird. @ verbmake this 
noise. 


tweeter | two 


tweeter noun loudspeaker for high frequen- 
cies. 

tweezers /‘twi:zoz/ plural noun small pair of 
pincers for picking up small objects, plucking 
out hairs, etc. 

twelfth adjective & noun 1 next after eleventh. 
2 any of twelve equal parts of thing. o Twelfth 
Night evening of 5 Jan. 


twelve /twelv/ adjective & noun one more than 
eleven. 


twenty /‘twentt/ adjective & noun (plural -ies) 
twice ten. o twentieth adjective & noun. 


twerp noun slang stupid or objectionable 
person. 


twice adverb 1 two times; on two occasions. 2 
doubly. 

twiddle /‘twid(e)l/ verb (-ling) twist or play idly 
about. © noun act of twiddling. o twiddle one’s 
thumbs 1 make them rotate round each other. 2 
have nothing to do. 


m verb fiddle with, fidget with, fool with, mess with, 
twirl, twist. 


twig! noun very small branch of tree or shrub. 


l m branch, offshoot, shoot, stalk, stem, stick. 


twig? verb (-gg-) colloquial understand, realize. 


twilight /‘twadart/ noun 1 light from sky when 
sun is below horizon, esp. in evening. 2 period of 
this. 3 faint light. 4 period of decline. o twilight 
zone 1 decrepit urban area. 2 undefined or inter- 
mediate area. 

m 1 dusk, evening, archaic or poetical eventide, 

poetical gloaming, gloom, half-light, nightfall, 

sundown, sunset. 


twilit /‘twarlit/ adjective dimly illuminated (as) 
by twilight. 


twill noun fabric woven with surface of parallel 
diagonal ridges. o twilled adjective. 


twin noun 1 each of closely related pair, esp. of 
children or animals born at a birth. 2 counter- 
part. @ adjective forming, or born as one of, 
twins. © verb (-nn-) 1 join closely. 2 (+ with) pair 
with. 3 bear twins. 4 link (town) with one abroad 
for social and cultural exchange. o twin bed 
each of pair of single beds. twin set woman’s 
matching cardigan and jumper. twin town town 
twinned with another. 
m noun 2 colloquial clone, counterpart, double, 
duplicate, lookalike, match, pair, colloquial 
spitting image. © adjective balancing, 
corresponding, double, duplicate, identical, 
indistinguishable, matching, paired, similar, 
symmetrical. 


twine noun 1 strong coarse string of twisted 
strands of fibre. 2 coil, twist. © verb (-ning) 1 coil, 
twist. 2 form (string etc.) by twisting strands. 


twinge /twind3/ noun sharp momentary local 
pain. 

twinkle /'twmk(ə)l/ verb (-ling) 1 shine with 
rapidly intermittent light. 2 sparkle. 3 move 
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rapidly. @noun 1 sparkle or gleam of eyes. 2 
twinkling light. 3 light rapid movement. nina 
twinkle (or a twinkling or the twinkle of an eye) 
in an instant. o twinkly adjective. 

twirl verb spin, swing, or twist quickly and 
lightly round. © noun 1 twirling. 2 flourish made 
with pen. 

n verb gyrate, pirouette, revolve, rotate, spin, turn, 

twiddle, twist, wheel, whirl, wind. 


twist verb 1 change the form of by rotating one 
end and not the other or the two ends opposite 
ways. 2 undergo such change. 3 wrench or 
distort by twisting. 4 wind (strands etc.) about 
each other. 5 form (rope etc.) thus. 6 (cause to) 
take spiral form. 7 take winding course. 8 move 
in winding manner. 9 (+ off) break off by 
twisting. 10 misrepresent meaning of (words). 
11 colloquial cheat. 12 (as twisted adjective) per- 
verted. 13 dance the twist. © noun 1 twisting, 
being twisted. 2 thing made by twisting. 3 point 
at which thing twists. 4 usually derogatory pecu- 
liar tendency of mind, character, etc. 5 unex- 
pected development. 6 (the twist) 1960s dance 
with twisting hips. o twisty adjective (-ier, -iest). 
a verb 1-3 buckle, contort, crinkle, crumple, 
distort, screw up, sprain, turn, warp, wrench, 
wrinkle. 4, 5 braid, entangle, entwine, intertwine, 
interweave, plait, tangle, weave, wind. 6-8 bend, 
coil, corkscrew, curl, curve, loop, revolve, rotate, 
screw, spin, spiral, squirm, turn, twirl, wind, 
wreathe, wriggle, writhe, zigzag. 9 see WRENCH 
verb 1,2. 10 alter, change, falsify, misquote, 
misrepresent. 12 (twisted) see PERVERT verb 3. 
@ noun 1 rotation, spin, turn, twirl, wind. 3 bend, 
coil, curl, kink, knot, loop, tangle, turn, zigzag. 5 
revelation, surprise ending. O twisty circuitous, 
coiled, contorted, crooked, curving, curvy, 
indirect, looped, meandering, misshapen, 
roundabout, serpentine, sinuous, snaking, 
tortuous, twisted, twisting, twisting and turning, 
winding, zigzag. ` 


twister noun colloquial swindler. 
twit' noun slang foolish person. 


twit? verb (-tt-) reproach, taunt, usually good- 
humouredly. 


twitch verb 1 quiver or jerk spasmodically. 2 
pull sharply at. © noun 1 twitching movement. 2 
pang, twinge. o twitchy adjective (-ier, -iest). 

m verb 1 fidget, flutter, jerk, jump, start, tremble. 2 

see JERK’ verb. @ noun 1 blink, convulsion, flutter, 

jerk, jump, spasm, tic, tremor. 


twitter [‘twita/ verb 4 (esp. of bird) utter succes- 
sion of light tremulous sounds. 2 utter or express 
thus. @ noun 1 twittering. 2 colloquial tremu- 
lously excited state. 


two /tu:/ adjective & noun one more than one. 
o two-dimensional 1 having or appearing to 
have length and breadth but no depth. 2 superfi- 
cial. two-edged having both good and bad effect; 
ambiguous. two-faced insincere. two-handed 1 
having 2 hands. 2 used with both hands or by 2 
people. twopence /‘tapans/ 1 sum of 2 pence. 2 
(esp. with negative) colloquial thing of little 
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value. twopenny /‘tapani/ 1 costing twopence. 2 
colloquial cheap, worthless. two-piece (suit etc.) 
comprising 2 matching parts. two-ply 1 (wool 
etc.) having 2 strands. 2 (plywood) having 2 
layers. two-step dance in march or polka time. 
two-stroke (of internal-combustion engine) 
having power cycle completed in one up- 
and-down movement of piston. two-time collo- 
quial 1 be unfaithful to. 2 swindle. two-tone 
having two colours or sounds. two-way 1 in- 
volving or operating in two directions. 2 (of 
radio) capable of transmitting and receiving 
signals. 


| n noun couple, duet, duo, pair, twosome. 
twofold adjective & adverb twice as much or 
many. 
twosome noun two people together. 
tycoon /tar'ku:n/ noun business magnate. 
tying present participle of TE. 


tyke /taik/ noun (also tike) 1 objectionable or 
coarse man. 2 small child. 

tympani = TIMPANI. 

tympanum /‘timpanem/ noun ( plural-s or -na) 
4 middle ear; eardrum. 2 vertical space forming 
centre of pediment. 3 space between lintel and 
arch above door etc. 


type /tarp/ noun 1 sort, class, kind. 2 person, 
thing, or event exemplifying class or group. 3 
colloquial person, esp. of specified character. 4 
object, idea, or work of art serving as model. 5 
small block with raised character on upper 
surface for printing. 6 printing types collect- 
ively. 7 typeset or printed text. © verb (-ping) 1 
write with typewriter. 2 typecast. 3 assign to 
type; classify. o -type made of; resembling, func- 
tioning as. typecast cast (performer) repeatedly 
in similar roles. typeface inked surface of type. 
2 set of characters in one design. typescript type- 
written document. typesetter 1 compositor. 2 
composing machine. typewriter machine with 
keys for producing printlike characters. type- 
written produced thus. 
u noun 1 category, class, classification, form, 
genre, group, kind, mark, sort, species, variety. 2,4 
archetype, embodiment, epitome, example, 
model, pattern, personification, prototype, 
standard. 5-7 characters, font, fount, lettering, 
letters, print, printing, typeface. 


typhoid /'‘tarfoid/ noun (in full typhoid fever) 
infectious bacterial fever attacking intestines. 


twofold | tzatziki 


typhoon /tarfu:n/ noun violent hurricane in E. 
Asian seas. 


typhus /'tarfəs/ noun an acute infectious fever. 


typical [‘trptk(e)l/ adjective 1 serving as charac- 
teristic example. 2 (often + of ) characteristic of 
particular person or thing. o typicality /-kel-/ 
noun. typically adverb. 

m average, characteristic, conventional, normal, 

ordinary, orthodox, predictable, representative, 

standard, stock, unsurprising, usual. 


typify /‘trpifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 be typical of. 2 
represent by or as type. o typification noun. 


typist [‘tarpist/ noun (esp. professional) user of 
typewriter. 

typo /‘tarpau/ noun (plural -s) colloquial typo- 
graphical error. 

typography /tar'pogreft/ noun 1 printing as an 
art. 2 style and appearance of printed matter. 
utypographer noun. typographical /-pə'græf-/ 
adjective. typographically /-pa'greef-/ adverb. 

tyrannical /t'rænık(ə)l/ adjective acting like or 
characteristic of tyrant. 

absolute, authoritarian, autocratic, colloquial 

bossy, cruel, despotic, dictatorial, domineering, 

harsh, high-handed, illiberal, imperious, 

oppressive, overbearing, ruthless, severe, 

totalitarian, tyrannous, undemocratic, unjust. 


tyrannize /'trənarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) (often + over) treat despotically. 

tyrannosaurus /trene'so:res/ noun (plural 
-ruses) very large carnivorous dinosaur with 
short front legs and powerful tail. 

tyranny /'trənı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 cruel and 
arbitrary use of authority. 2 rule by tyrant. 3 
period of this. 4 state thus ruled. o tyrannous 
adjective. 

tyrant /‘tarerant/ noun 1 oppressive or cruel 
ruler. 2 person exercising power arbitrarily or 
cruelly. 


u autocrat, despot, dictator, hard taskmaster, 
| oppressor, slave-driver. 


tyre /'taro/ noun (US tire) rubber covering, 
usually inflated, placed round vehicle's wheel for 


cushioning and grip. 

tyro = TIRO. 

tzatziki /tsæt'si:kı/ noun Greek dish of yoghurt 
with cucumber and garlic. 


eucenccusccsccuscsecccesccuvsrsucnesuvenssssenecausvevacecnccccuauuccuceses 


U' oU-boat historical German submarine. 
U-turn 1 U-shaped turn of vehicle to face in 
opposite direction. 2 reversal of policy. 

U? abbreviation (of film classified as suitable for 
all) universal. 

UB40 abbreviation 1 card for claiming unem- 
ployment benefit. 2 colloquial unemployed 
person. 

ubiquitous /ju:'bikwites/ adjective 1 (seem- 
ingly) present everywhere simultaneously. 2 
often encountered. o ubiquity noun. 

UCAS /‘ju:kas/ abbreviation Universities and 
Colleges Admissions Service. 

UCCA /'akə/ abbreviation historical Univer- 
sities Central Council on Admissions. 

UDA abbreviation Ulster Defence Association. 
udder /'adə/ noun baglike milk-producing organ 
of cow etc. 

UDI abbreviation unilateral declaration of inde- 
pendence. 

UDR abbreviation Ulster Defence Regiment. 
UEFA /ju:'efə/ abbreviation Union of European 
Football Associations. 
UFO /'ju:fou/ noun (also ufo) ( plural-s) unidenti- 
fied flying object. 
ugh /ox, ag/ interjection: expressing disgust etc. 
Ugli /‘aglt/ noun (plural -lis or -lies) proprietary 
term mottled green and yellow citrus fruit. 
ugly /'agli/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 unpleasant 
to eye, ear, mind, etc. 2 discreditable. 3 
threatening, dangerous. 4 morally repulsive. 
Gugly duckling person lacking early promise 
but blossoming later. o uglify verb (-ies, -ied). 
ugliness noun. 

m 1 deformed, disfigured, disgusting, displeasing, 
dreadful, frightful, ghastly, grim, grisly, grotesque, 
gruesome, hideous, colloquial horrible, colloquial 
horrid, ill-favoured, inartistic, inelegant, 
loathsome, misshapen, monstrous, nasty, 

objectionable, odious, offensive, plain, repellent, 
repulsive, revolting, shocking, sickening, 

tasteless, colloquial terrible, unattractive, 
unpleasant, unprepossessing, unsightly, 
colloquial vile. 3 angry, cross, dangerous, 
forbidding, hostile, menacing, ominous, sinister, 
surly, threatening, unfriendly. 4 see VILE 2. 


UHF abbreviation ultra-high frequency. 

uh-huh /‘aha/ interjection colloquial yes. 

UHT abbreviation ultra heat treated (esp. of milk, 
for long keeping). 

UK abbreviation United Kingdom. 


Ukrainian /ju:‘kremian/ noun native, national, 
or language of Ukraine. @ adjective of Ukraine. 


ukulele /ju:kə'lerl/ moun small 4-stringed 
guitar. 

ulcer /‘alse/ noun 1 (often pus-forming) open 
sore on or in body. 2 corrupting influence. 
oulcerous adjective. 

ulcerate /‘alsoreit/ verb (-ting) form into or 
affect with ulcer. o ulceration noun. 

ullage /‘alids/ noun 1 amount by which cask etc. 
falls short of being full. 2 loss by evaporation or 
leakage. 

ulna /‘alna/ noun (plural ulnae /-ni:/) 1 longer 
bone of forearm, opposite thumb. 2 correspond- 
ing bone in animal's foreleg or bird’s wing. 
o ulnar adjective. 

ulster /'alstə/ noun long loose overcoat of rough 
cloth. 

Ulsterman /'alstoəmən/ noun (feminine 
Ulsterwoman) native of Ulster. 

ult. abbreviation ultimo. 

ulterior /al'tiarte/ adjective not admitted; 
hidden, secret. 

a concealed, covert, hidden, personal, private, 

secondary, secret, undeclared, underlying, 

undisclosed, unexpressed. 


ultimate /‘altmmat/ adjective 1 last, final. 2 fun- 
damental, basic. @ noun 1 (the ultimate) best 
achievable or imaginable. 2 final or fundamental 
fact or principle. o ultimately adverb. 

a adjective 1 closing, concluding, eventual, 

extreme, final, furthest, last, terminal, terminating. 

2 basic, fundamental, primary, root, underlying. 


ultimatum /altrmeitem/ noun (plural -s) final 
statement of terms, rejection of which could 
cause hostility etc. 

ultimo /'altməv/ adjective of last month. 

ultra /‘altra/ adjective extreme, esp. in religion 
or politics. © noun extremist. l 

ultra- combining form 4 extreme(ly), ex- 
cessive(ly). 2 beyond. 

ultra-high /altrathar/ adjective (of frequency) 
between 300 and 3000 megahertz. 

ultramarine /altrama'ri:n/ noun (colour of) 
brilliant deep blue pigment. @ adjective of this 
colour. 

ultrasonic /altre'sonik/ adjective of or using 
sound waves pitched above range of human 
hearing. o ultrasonically adverb. 

ultrasound /‘altrasaund/ noun ultrasonic 
waves, s 

ultraviolet /altrə'varalət/ adjective of or using 
radiation just beyond violet end of spectrum. 
ultra vires /altra 'varəri:z/ adverb & adjective 
beyond one's legal power or authority. [Latin] 
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ululate /‘ju:ljolert/ verb (-ting) howl, wail. o ulu- 
lation noun. 

um interjection: representing hesitation or pause 
in speech. 

umbel /‘amb(e)!/ noun flower-cluster with stalks 
springing from common centre. O umbellate 
adjective. 

umbelliferous /ambe'liferes/ adjective (of 
plant, e.g. parsley or carrot) bearing umbels. 

umber /‘amba/ noun (colour of) dark brown 
earth used as pigment. @adjective umber- 
coloured. 

umbilical /am'bilik(ə)l/ adjective of navel. 
u umbilical cord cordlike structure attaching 
foetus to placenta. 

umbilicus /am'bitkes/ noun (plural-ci /-sat/ or 
-cuses) navel. 

umbra /‘ambra/ noun (plural -s or -brae /-bri:/) 
shadow cast by moon or earth in eclipse. 


umbrage /‘ambrid3/ noun offence taken. 


umbrella /am'brelo/ noun 1 collapsible cloth 
canopy on central stick for protection against 
rain, sun, etc. 2 protection, patronage. 3 coordin- 
ating agency. 

umlaut /‘umlaut/ noun 1 mark (“) over vowel, 
esp. in German, indicating change in pronunci- 
ation. 2 such a change. 

umpire /‘ampate/ noun person enforcing rules 
and settling disputes in game, contest, etc. © verb 
(ring) (often + for, in, etc.) act as umpire (in). 


u noun adjudicator, arbiter, arbitrator, judge, 
moderator, official, colloquial ref, referee. 
umpteen /‘ampti:n/ adjective & noun colloquial 
very many. o umpteenth adjective & noun. 
UN abbreviation United Nations. 
un- prefix 1 added to adjectives, nouns, and 
adverbs, meaning: not; non-; reverse of; lack of. 2 
added to verbs, verbal derivatives, etc. to express 
contrary or reverse action, deprivation of, or 
removal from. For words starting with un- that 
are not found below, the root-words should be 
consulted. 


unable /an'erb(ə)l/ adjective not able. 


B impotent, incompetent, powerless, unfit, 
unprepared, unqualified. 
unacceptable /anak'septab(e)!/ adjective not 
acceptable. o unacceptably adverb. 
u bad, forbidden, illegal, improper, inadequate, 
inadmissible, inappropriate, inexcusable, 


insupportable, intolerable, invalid, taboo, 
unsatisfactory, unsuitable, wrong. 


unaccompanied /ane'kampenid/ adjective 
alone. 


alone, lone, single-handed, sole, solo, unaided, 
unescorted. 


unaccountable /ane‘kaunteb(@)!/ adjective 1 
without explanation; strange. 2 not answerable 
for one’s actions. o unaccountably adverb. 


| m 1 see INEXPLICABLE. 


ululate | unattractive 


unaccustomed /ana‘kastomd ecti 
(usually + to) not accustomed. 2 T fn 
m 2 see STRANGE 1. 


unadopted /ano'doptid/ adjective (of road) 
maintained by local ae nt 


unadulterated /ano'dalterertid, lective 1 
pure. 2 complete, utter. Le 


unadventurous /anad'ventJaras/ adjective 1 
(of person) not adventurous. 2 not involving 
adventure; not risky. 

u 1 cautious, cowardly, spiritless, timid, 

unimaginative. 2 cloistered, limited, protected, 

sheltered, unexciting. i 


unaffected /ana'fektid/ adjective 1 (usually + 
by) not affected. 2 free from affectation. O un- 
affectedly adverb. 

unalloyed /ana'loid/ adjective complete, pure. 


unalterable /an':ltarab()l/ adjective not able 
to be changed. o unalterably adverb. 


| @ see IMMUTABLE. 


unambiguous adjective /aneem'bigjues/ not 
ambiguous; clear. o unambiguously adverb. 


| E See DEFINITE 2. 

un-American /ano'meriken/ adjective 1 un- 
characteristic of Americans. 2 contrary to US 
interests; treasonable. 

unanimous /ju:nznmes/ adjective 1 all in 
agreement. 2 (of vote etc.) by all without excep- 
tion. a unanimity /-ne'nmm-/ noun. unanimously 
adverb. 

m 1 see UNITED (UNITE). 


unannounced /ane'naunst/ adjective not 
announced; without warning. 
unanswerable /an'a:nsərab(ə)l/ adjective that 
cannot be answered or refuted. 
unapproachable Jane'preutfab(e)l/ adjective 
4 inaccessible. 2 (of person) unfriendly, aloof. 
unasked /an'a:skt/ adjective not asked. 
B see UNINVITED. 


unassailable /ane'serleb(e)!/ adjective that 
cannot be attacked or questioned. 
unassuming /ane'sju:mm/ adjective not pre- 
tentious; modest. 
m see MODEST 1;9. 


unattached /ane'tet{t/ adjective 4 not en- 
gaged, married, etc. 2 (often + to) not attached to 
particular organization etc. 
m 1 available, single, uncommitted, unmarried, 
unspoken for. 2 autonomous, free, independent, 


separate. 


unattractive /ano'trekttv/ adjective ugly; not 
attractive. o unattractively adverb. unattract- 
iveness noun. 

u characterless, colourless, displeasing, dull, 

inartistic, inelegant, nasty, objectionable, 

off-putting, plain, repellent, repulsive, tasteless, 

ugly, uninviting, unpleasant, unprepossessing, 

unsightly. 


unauthorized | uncertain 


unauthorized /an'o:Geraizd/ adjective (also 
-ised) not authorized. 
| illegal, illegitimate, illicit, irregular, unapproved, 


| unlawful, unofficial. 


unavoidable /anə'vəidəb(ə)l/ adjective not 
avoidable. ounavoidability /-biliti/noun. un- 

avoidably adverb. 

| m certain, compulsory, destined, fated, fixed, 
ineluctable, inescapable, inevitable, inexorable, 

| mandatory, necessary, obligatory, 


| predetermined, required, sure, unalterable. 


unaware /anə'weə/ adjective 1 (usually + of, 
that) not aware. 2 unperceptive. ©adverb 
unawares. 


| m adjective 1 (unaware of ) see IGNORANT 2. 


unawares /ana'weez/ adverb 1 unexpectedly. 2 
inadvertently. 


unbalanced /an'belenst/ adjective 1 not bal- 
anced. 2 biased. 3 emotionally unstable. 
m 1 asymmetrical, irregular, lopsided, off-centre, 
shaky, uneven, unstable, wobbly. 2 biased, 
bigoted, one-sided, partial, partisan, prejudiced, 

| unfair, unjust. 3 see MAD 1. 


unbearable /an'bearab(s)l/ adjective not bear- 
able. o unbearably adverb. 


u insufferable, insupportable, intolerable, 
overpowering, overwhelming, unacceptable, 
unendurable. 


unbeatable /an'bi:təb(ə)l/ adjective not beat- 
able. 


| m see INVINCIBLE. 


unbecoming /anbr'kamm/ adjective 1 not 
suiting or flattering. 2 (usually + fo, for) not suit- 
able; indecorous. o unbecomingly adverb. 

u 1 unattractive, unflattering. 2 dishonourable, 

improper, inappropriate, indecorous, indelicate, 

offensive, tasteless, unbefitting, undignified, 

ungentlemanly, unladylike, unseemly, unsuitable. 


unbeknown /anbr'naon/ adjective (also unbe- 
knownst ]-nəvnst/) (+ to) without the knowledge 
of. 


unbelief /anbr'li:f/ noun lack of (esp. religious) 
belief. o unbeliever oun. unbelieving adjective. 


a o unbeliever see NON-BELIEVER. unbelieving 
see INCREDULOUS. 


unbelievable /anbrii:vab(s)l/ adjective not 
believable. o unbelievably adverb. 


E see INCREDIBLE 1. 


unbend /an'bend/ verb (past & past participle 
unbent) 1 straighten. 2 relax; become affable. 


m 1 straighten, uncurl, untwist. 2 loosen up, relax, 
rest, colloquial unwind. 


unbending /an'bendm)/ adjective 1 inflexible. 2 
firm, austere. 


@ See INFLEXIBLE 2. 


unbiased /an'batest/ adjective (also unbiassed) 
not biased; impartial. 
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n balanced, disinterested, enlightened, 
even-handed, fair, impartial, independent, just, 
neutral, non-partisan, objective, open-minded, 
reasonable, unbigoted, undogmatic, 
unprejudiced. 


unblushing /an'blafm/ adjective shameless; 
frank. 


unbosom /an'buz(ə)m/ verb 1 disclose 
(thoughts etc.). 2 (unbosom oneself) disclose 
one’s thoughts etc. 


unbounded /an'beondid/ adjective infinite. 


unbreakable /an'brerkəb(ə)l/ adjective not 
breakable. 


| E see INDESTRUCTIBLE. 


unbridled = /an'braid(e)ld/ adjective unre- 
strained, uncontrolled. 

unbroken /an'brauk(s)n/ adjective 1 not broken 
or interrupted. 2 not tamed. 3 not surpassed. 


l m 1 see CONTINUOUS, WHOLE adjective 1. 


uncalled-for /an'ko:ldfo:/ adjective (of remark 
etc.) rude and unnecessary. 


| H see UNNECESSARY 1. 


uncanny /an'keen1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) seem- 
ingly supernatural; mysterious. o uncannily 
adverb. uncanniness noun. 

uncapped /an'kept/ adjective Sport (of player) 
not yet awarded his or her cap or never having 
been selected to represent his or her country. 


uncared-for /an'keadfo:/ adjective neglected. 


| m see DERELICT adjective 1. 


uncaring /an'kearin/ adjective lacking compas- 
sion. 


| E see CALLOUS 1. 


unceasing /an'si:sm/ adjective not ceasing; 
continuous. o unceasingly adverb. 


| see CONTINUOUS. 


unceremonious /Anseri'meaunies/ adjective 1 
abrupt; discourteous. 2 informal. o unceremo- 
niously adverb. 


uncertain /an's3:t(ə)n/ adjective 1 not knowing 
certainly. 2 not known certainly. 3 unreliable. 4 
changeable. o inno uncertain terms clearly and 
forcefully. ouncertainly adverb. uncertainty 
noun (plural -ies). 
u 1 ambivalent, doubtful, dubious, hazy, insecure, 
in two minds, self-questioning, unclear, 
unconvinced, undecided, unsure, vague, 
wavering. 2 ambiguous, arguable, chancy, 
confusing, conjectural, enigmatic, equivocal, 
hazardous, hazy, colloquial iffy, imprecise, 
incalculable, inconclusive, indefinite, 
indeterminate, problematical, puzzling, 
questionable, risky, speculative, touch-and-go, 
unclear, unconvincing, undecided, 
undetermined, unforeseeable, unknown, 
unresolved, woolly. 3 hit-and-miss, unpredictable, 
unreliable, unsure. 4 changeable, erratic, fitful, 
inconstant, irregular, precarious, unpredictable, 
unreliable, unsettled, variable. 
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unchanging /an'tSemd31n/ adjective not chan- 


ging. 
| m see CONSTANT adjective 3. 

uncharitable /an'tfærtəb(ə)l/ adjective severe 
in judging others. o uncharitably adverb. 


| m see UNKIND. 


uncharted /an'tSa:tid/ adjective not mapped or 
surveyed. 


uncivilized /an'stvilaizd/ adjective'(also -ised) 
4 not civilized. 2 rough; not cultured. 

a 1 anarchic, backward, barbarian, barbaric, 

barbarous, disorganized, primitive, savage, wild. 

2 antisocial, brutish, philistine, rough, uncouth, 

uncultured, uneducated, unenlightened, 

unsophisticated. . 


uncle /‘ank(9)l/ noun parents brother or 
brother-in-law. o Uncle Sam colloquial US gov- 
ernment. 


unclean /an'klin/ adjective 1 not clean. 2 
unchaste. 3 religiously impure. 


u 1 see DIRTY adjective 1. 


unclear /an'klia/ adjective 1 not clear; obscure. 
2 not certain. 


E 1 see OBSCURE adjective 1,2. 2 see UNCERTAIN 
| 1-2. 


unclothe /an'kloud/ verb 1 remove clothes of. 2 
expose. o unclothed adjective. k 


| m 1 see UNDRESS verb 2. o unclothed see NAKED 
1. 


uncomfortable /an'kamftab(a)l/ adjective 1 
not comfortable. 2 uneasy. o uncomfortably 
adverb. 
a 1 bleak, cold, comfortless, cramped, hard, 
inconvenient, lumpy, painful, restrictive, stiff, tight, 
tight-fitting. 2 awkward, distressing, 
embarrassing, nervous, restless, troubled, uneasy, 
worried. 


uncommon /an'komen/ adjective unusual, 
remarkable. o uncommonly adverb. 


l m see UNUSUAL. 


uncommunicative /ankə'mju:nıkətrv/ adjec- 
tive not wanting to communicate. 


| m see TACITURN. 


uncomplimentary /ankompli'menter/ ad- 
Jective not complimentary; insulting. 

a censorious, critical, deprecatory, depreciatory, 
derogatory, disapproving, disparaging, insulting, 
pejorative, rude, scathing, slighting, unfavourable, 
unflattering. 


uncompromising /an'kompremaizm/ adjec- 
tive stubborn, unyielding. o uncompromisingly 
adverb. 


| @ see INFLEXIBLE 2. 


unconcealed /ankoen'si:ld/ adjective not con- 
cealed; obvious. 


| @ see OBVIOUS. 


unchanging | uncooperative 


unconcern /anken's3:n/ noun calmness; indif- 
ference; apathy. o unconcerned adjective. 


unconditional /ankan'drfan(e)l/ adjective not 
subject to conditions; complete. o uncondition- 
ally adverb. 

m absolute, categorical, complete, full, outright, 

total, unequivocal, unlimited, unqualified, 

unreserved, unrestricted, wholehearted. 


uncongenial /ankon'd3i:ntel/ adjective not 
congenial. 


m alien, antipathetic, disagreeable, unattractive, 
unfriendly, unpleasant, unsympathetic. 


unconquerable /an'konkərəb(ə)l/ adjective 
not conquerable. 


| @ see INVINCIBLE. 


unconscionable /an'konfənəb(ə)l/ adjective 
1 without conscience. 2 excessive. 


unconscious /an'konJes/ adjective 1 not con- 
scious; not awake. 2 (usually + of) not aware. 
3 not intentional; involuntary. 4 subconscious. 
@noun normally inaccessible part of mind 
affecting emotions etc. o unconsciously adverb. 
unconsciousness noun. 
u adjective 1 anaesthetized, blacked out, 
comatose, concussed, colloquial dead to the 
world, insensible, knocked out, senseless, 
sleeping. 2 (unconscious of) blind to, deaf to, 
ignorant of, insensible of, oblivious of, unaware of. 
3 accidental, automatic, gut, impulsive, 
inadvertent, instinctive, involuntary, reflex, 
spontaneous, unintended, unintentional, 
unthinking, unwitting. 4 repressed, subconscious, 
subliminal, suppressed. o unconsciousness 
blackout, coma, faint, sleep. 


unconsidered /anken'sidad/ adjective 1 not 
considered; disregarded. 2 not premeditated. 


unconstitutional /ankonsti'tju:fan()l/ ad- 
jective in breach of political constitution or pro- 
cedural rules. 


uncontrollable /anken'traulab(e)l/ adjective 
not controllable; wild. o uncontrollably adverb. 


| E see UNDISCIPLINED. 


unconventional /ankən'venfən(ə)l/ adjective 
not bound by convention; not orthodox. Oun- 
conventionality /-'nzelitt/ noun. unconvention- 
ally adverb. 
m abnormal, atypical, cranky, eccentric, exotic, 
futuristic, idiosyncratic, independent, inventive, 
non-conforming, non-standard, odd, offbeat, 
original, peculiar, progressive, revolutionary, 
strange, surprising, unaccustomed, unorthodox, 
colloquial way-out, wayward, colloquial weird, 
zany. 


unconvincing /ankan'vmsm/ adjective not 
convincing. u unconvincingly adverb. 


m implausible, improbable, incredible, invalid, 
| spurious, unbelievable, unlikely. 


uncooperative /ankau'vperetiv/ adjective not 
cooperative. 


uncork | undergo 


u obstructive, recalcitrant, selfish, unhelpful, 
unwilling. 


uncork /an'ko:k/ verb 1 draw cork from (bottle). 
2 vent (feelings). 

uncouple /an'kap(ə)l/ verb (-ling) release from 
couples or coupling. 

uncouth /an'ku:0/ adjective uncultured, rough. 

uncover /an‘kava/ verb 1 remove cover or 
covering from. 2 disclose. 

u 1 bare, dig up, literary disrobe, exhume, strip, 

take the wraps off, undress, unearth, unmask, 

unveil, unwrap. 2 come across, detect, disclose, 

discover, expose, locate, reveal, show, unearth. 


uncrowned /an‘kraund/ adjective having 
status but not name of. 

unction /‘ankJ(e)n/ noun 1 anointing with oil 
etc. as religious rite or medical treatment. 2 oil 
etc. so used. 3 soothing words or thought. 4 
excessive or insincere flattery. 5 (pretence of) 
deep emotion. 

unctuous /‘anktfuas/ adjective 1 unpleasantly 
flattering. 2 greasy. o unctuously adverb. unc- 
tuousness noun. 


uncut /an'kat/ adjective 1 not cut. 2 (of book) 
with pages sealed or untrimmed. 3 (of film) not 
censored. 4 (of diamond) not shaped. 5 (of fabric) 
with looped pile. 

undamaged /an'demid3d/ adjective not 
damaged; intact. 


| m see PERFECT adjective 2. 


undefended /andrfendid/ adjective not de- 
fended. 


u defenceless, exposed, helpless, insecure, 
unarmed, unfortified, unguarded, unprotected, 
vulnerable, weaponless. 


undemanding /andr'ma:ndm/ adjective not 
demanding; easily satisfied. 


| m see EASY adjective 1. 


undemonstrative /andi'monstratrv/ adjec- 
tive not expressing feelings outwardly. o un- 
demonstratively adverb. 


| m see ALOOF adjective. 


undeniable /andr'narab(ə)l/ adjective indisput- 
able; certain. o undeniably adverb. 

under /‘anda/ preposition 1 in or to position 
lower than; below; beneath. 2 inferior to; less 
than. 3 undergoing; liable to. 4 controlled or 
bound by. 5 classified or subsumed in. @ adverb 
in or to lower condition or position. © adjective 
ower. 


under- prefix added to verbs, nouns, adjectives, 
and adverbs, indicating: 1 below, beneath. 2 
lower in status than; subordinate to. 3 insuffi- 
ciently, incompletely. 

underachieve /andara'tfi:v/ verb (-ving) do 
less well than might be expected, esp. academic- 
ally. o underachiever noun. 


underarm adjective & adverb Cricket etc. with 
arm below shoulder level. 
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underbelly noun (plural -ies) under surface of 
animal etc., esp. as vulnerable to attack. 

underbid /ande'bid/ verb (-dd-; past and past 
participle -bid) 1 make lower bid than. 2 Bridge 
etc. bid too little (on). 

undercarriage noun 1 wheeled retractable 
landing structure beneath aircraft. 2 supporting 
framework of vehicle etc. 

undercharge /andə'tfa:dz/ verb (-ging) charge 
too little to. 

underclothes plural noun (also under- 
clothing) clothes worn under others, esp. next to 
skin. 


u lingerie, colloquial smalls, undergarments, 
colloquial underthings, underwear, colloquial 
undies. 


undercoat oun 1 layer of paint under another. 
2 (in animals) under layer of hair etc. 


undercook /andə'kuk/ verb cook insuff- 
ciently. 

undercover /andə'kavə/ adjective 1 surrepti- 
tious. 2 spying incognito. 

undercroft noun crypt. 


undercurrent moun 1 current below surface. 2 
underlying often contrary feeling, force, etc. 


u 2 atmosphere, feeling, hint, sense, suggestion, 
trace, undertone. 


undercut verb /anda'kat/ (-tt-; past & past parti- 
ciple -cut) 4 sell or work at lower price than. 2 
strike (ball) to make it rise high. 3 undermine. 
o noun /‘andekat/ underside of sirloin. 

underdeveloped /andadr'velapt/ adjective 1 
immature. 2 (of country etc.) with unexploited 
potential. 


underdog noun 1 oppressed person. 2 loser in 
fight etc. 3 
underdone /andə'dan/ adjective undercooked. 
underemployed /andorm'ploid/ adjective not 
fully occupied. 
underestimate verb /andar'estmeit/ (-ting) 
form too low an estimate of. ©noun 
/andər'estmət/ estimate that is too low. 
o underestimation /'merf(ə)n/ noun. 
n verb belittle, depreciate, dismiss, disparage, 
minimize, miscalculate, misjudge, underrate, 
undervalue. 


underexpose /andartk'spauz/ verb (-sing) 
expose (film) for too short a time. o underexpos- 
ure noun. 


underfed /ande'fed/ adjective malnourished. 
underfelt noun felt laid under carpet. 


underfloor /anda‘flo:/ adjective (esp. of heating) 
beneath floor. 


underfoot /anda'fot/ adverb (also under foot) 1 
under one’s feet. 2 on the ground. 


underfunded /ando'fandid/ adjective provided 
with insufficient money. 


undergarment noun piece of underclothing. 
undergo /ando'gau/ verb (3rd singular present 


839 


-goes; past -went; past participle -gone /-'gnn/) 
be subjected to; endure. 

a bear, be subjected to, endure, experience, go 
through, live through, put up with, stand, submit 
(oneself) to, suffer, withstand. 


undergraduate /anda'greedjuat/ noun person 
studying for first degree. 


underground adverb /ande'graund/ 1 beneath 
the ground. 2 in(to) secrecy or hiding. © adjec- 
tive /‘andegraund/ 1 situated underground. 2 
secret, subversive. 3 unconventional. © noun 
/‘andagraond/ 1 underground railway. 2 secret 
subversive group or activity. 


m adjective 1 buried, hidden, subterranean, 
sunken. 2 clandestine, secret, subversive, 
unofficial. 


undergrowth noun dense shrubs etc., esp. in 
wood. 


u brush, bushes, ground cover, plants, 
vegetation. 


underhand adjective 1 secret, deceptive. 2 
Cricket etc. underarm. @ adverb in underhand 
manner. 


underhanded /andə'hændıd/ adjective & 
adverb = UNDERHAND. O underhandedly adverb. 
underhandedness moun. 

underlay’ verb /ande'ler/ (past & past participle 
-laid) lay thing under (another) to support or 
raise. © noun /‘andeler/ thing so laid (esp. under 
carpet). 

underlay’ past of UNDERLIE. 

underlie /andə'lar/ verb (-lying; past -lay; past 
participle -lain) 1 lie under (stratum etc.). 2 (esp. 
as underlying adjective) be basis of. 3 exist 
beneath superficial aspect of. 


underline /anda'lam/ verb (-ning) 1 draw line 
under (words etc.). 2 emphasize. 

underling /‘andelm/ noun usually derogatory 
subordinate. 


undermanned /andə'mænd/ adjective having 
insufficient crew or staff. 


undermine /andə'mam/ verb (-ning) 1 injure 
or wear out insidiously or secretly. 2 wear away 
base of. 3 make excavation under. 
n 1 destroy, erode, ruin, sabotage, sap, subvert, 
weaken. 2 erode, wear away. 3 burrow under, dig 
under, excavate, mine under, tunnel under, 
undercut. 


underneath /ande'ni:6/ preposition 1 at or to 
lower place than; below. 2 on inside of. @ adverb 
41 at or to lower place. 2 inside. © noun lower 
surface or part. @ adjective lower. 


undernourished /ando'nartSt/ adjective insuf- 
ficiently nourished. o undernourishment noun. 


underpants plural noun undergarment for 
lower part of torso. 


underpass noun road etc. passing under 
another; subway. 


underpay /ande'per/ verb (past and past parti- 


undergraduate | understanding 


ciple-paid) pay too little to (person) or for (thing). 
Ounderpayment noun. 


underpin /ande‘pm/ verb (-nn-) 1 support from 
below with masonry etc. 2 support, strengthen. 


underprivileged /anda'privilid3d/ adjective 1 
less privileged than others. 2 having below 
average income, rights, etc. 

ua deprived, destitute, disadvantaged, 
downtrodden, impoverished, needy, oppressed, 
poor. 


underrate /anda'reit/ verb (ting) have too low 
an opinion of. 


underscore /ande'sko;/ verb (-ring) underline. 
undersea adjective below sea or its surface. 


| a subaquatic, submarine, underwater. 


underseal verb seal underpart of (esp. vehicle 
against rust etc.). 


under-secretary /andə'sekrətərı/ moun 
(plural -les) subordinate official, esp. junior 
minister or senior civil servant. 


undersell /ands'sel/ verb (past & past participle 
-sold) sell at lower price than (another seller). 


undershirt noun esp. US vest. 


undershoot /anda'Ju:t/ verb (past & past parti- 
ciple -shot) land short of (runway etc.). 


undershot adjective 1 (of wheel) turned by 
water flowing under it. 2 (of lower jaw) pro- 
jecting beyond upper jaw. 


underside moun lower side or surface. 


undersigned /andə'samd/ adjective whose sig- 
nature is appended. 


undersized /‘ands'sarzd/ adjective smaller than 
average. 


underspend /ands'spend/ verb (past and past 
participle -spent) spend less than (expected 
amount) or too little. 


understaffed /ande'sta:ft/ adjective having too 
few staff. 


understand /ande'stzend/ verb (past & past 
participle -stood) 1 comprehend; perceive 
meaning, significance, or cause of. 2 know how 
to deal with. 3 (often + that) infer; take as implied. 
ounderstandable adjective. understandably 
adverb. 
m 1 appreciate, apprehend, be conversant with, 
colloquial catch on, comprehend, colloquial 
cotton on to, decipher, decode, fathom, figure out, 
follow, gather, colloquial get, grasp, interpret, 
know, learn, make out, make sense of, master, 
perceive, realize, recognize, see, takein, 
colloquial twig. 2 be in sympathy with, empathize 
with, sympathize with. 


understanding nour 1 intelligence; ability to 
understand. 2 individual's perception of situ- 
ation. 3 sympathy. 4 agreement, esp. informal. 
@ adjective 1 having understanding or insight. 2 
sympathetic. o understandingly adverb. 


understate | undoubted 


| m noun 1 ability, acumen, brains, cleverness, 
discernment, insight, intellect, intelligence, 
judgement, penetration, perceptiveness, 
percipience, sense, wisdom. 2 appreciation, 
apprehension, awareness, cognition, 
comprehension, grasp, knowledge. 3 
compassion, consideration, empathy, fellow 
feeling, harmony, kindness, sympathy, tolerance. 
4accord, agreement, arrangement, bargain, 
compact, contract, deal, entente, pact, settlement, 
treaty. 


understate /ando'stert/ verb (-ting) 1 express 
in restrained terms. 2 represent as being less 
than it really is. o understatement noun. 


u belittle, make light of, minimize, play down, 
soft-pedal. 


understudy /‘andastadi/ noun (plural -ies) 
person ready to take another's role when 
required, esp. in theatre. © verb (-ies, -ied) 1 
study (role etc.) for this purpose. 2 act as under- 
study to. 

undersubscribed /andaseb'skraibd/ adjec- 
tive without sufficient subscribers, partici- 
pants, etc. 3 

undertake /andə'terk/ verb (-king; past -took; 
past participle -taken) 1 agree to perform or be 
responsible for; engage in. 2 (usually + to do) 
promise. 3 guarantee, affirm. 

a 1 accept responsibility for, attempt, attend to, 

begin, formal commence, commit oneself to, cope 

with, deal with, embark on, grapple with, handle, 

manage, tackle, take on, take up, try. 2 agree, 

consent, covenant, guarantee, pledge, promise. 


undertaker /‘andaterka/ noun professional 
funeral organizer. 


undertaking /anda'terkkm/ noun 1 work etc. 
undertaken; enterprise. 2 promise. 3 /‘an-/ pro- 
fessional funeral management. 

m 1 affair, business, enterprise, project, task, 

venture. 2 agreement, assurance, contract, 

guarantee, pledge, promise, vow. 


underthings plural noun colloquial under- 
clothes. 


undertone noun 1 subdued tone. 2 underlying 
quality or feeling. 

undertow noun current below sea surface con- 
trary to surface current. : 


underused /anda‘ju:zd/ adjective not used to 
capacity. 
undervalue /ando'velju:/ verb (-ues, -ued, 
-uing) 1 value insufficiently. 2 underestimate. 
m belittle, depreciate, dismiss, disparage, 
minimize, miscalculate, misjudge, underestimate, 
underrate. 


underwater /anda'wo:ta/ adjective situated or 
done under water. © adverb under water. 


| m adjective subaquatic, submarine, undersea. 


underwear noun underclothes. 


underweight /ande'weit/ adjective below 
normal weight. 
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underwent past of UNDERGO. 

underwhelm /ande'welm/ verb jocular fail to 
impress. 

underworld noun 1 those who live by organ- 
ized crime. 2 mythical home of the dead. 


underwrite /ande'rait/ verb (-ting; past -wrote; 
past participle -written) 1 sign and accept liabil- 
ity under (insurance policy). 2 accept (liability) 
thus. 3 undertake to finance or support. 4 engage 
to buy all unsold stock in (company etc,), 
o underwriter /‘an-/ noun. 


undeserved /andr'z3:vd/ adjective not de- 
served. o undeservedly /-vidl1/ adverb. 


u unearned, unfair, unjustified, unmerited, 
| unwarranted. 


undesirable /andrzaterab(a)l/ adjective un- 
pleasant, objectionable. @noun undesirable 
person. o undesirability /‘bilitt/ noun. 


| adjective see OBJECTIONABLE 1. 


undies /‘andiz/ plural noun colloquial (esp. 
women’s) underclothes. 


undisciplined /an‘distplmd/ adjective not dis- 
ciplined. 

u anarchic, chaotic, disobedient, disorderly, 

disorganized, intractable, rebellious, 

uncontrollable, uncontrolled, ungovernable, 

unmanageable, unruly, unsystematic, untrained, 

wild, wilful. 


undiscriminating /andr'skrimmeitm/ adjec- 
tive lacking good judgement. 


| E see INDISCRIMINATE 1, SUPERFICIAL 2. 


undisguised /andis'garzd/ adjective not dis- 
guised; overt. . 


| E see OBVIOUS. 


undistinguished /andr'stmgwist/ adjective 
not distinguished; ordinary. 


| m see ORDINARY. 


undo /an'du:/ verb (3rd singular present -does; 
past -did; past participle -done; present participle 
-doing) 1 unfasten. 2 annul. 3 ruin prospects, 
reputation, or morals of. 
u 1 detach, disconnect, disengage, loose, loosen, 
open, part, separate, unbind, unbuckle, unbutton, 
unchain, unclasp, ùnclip, uncouple, unfasten, 
unfetter, unhook, unleash, unlock, unpick, unpin, 
unscrew, unseal, unshackle, unstick, untether, 
untie, unwrap, unzip. 2 annul, cancel out, 
invalidate, nullify, quash, reverse, wipe out. 3 
destroy, mar, ruin, spoil, undermine, vitiate, wreck. 


undoing noun 1 (cause of) ruin. 2 reversing of 
action etc. 3 unfastening. 


undone /an'dan/ adjective 1 not done. 2 not 
fastened. 3 archaic ruined. 


undoubted /an'dautid/ adjective’ certain; not 
questioned. o undoubtedly adverb. 

E see INDISPUTABLE. O undoubtedly certainly, 
definitely, doubtless, indubitably, of course, surely, 
undeniably, unquestionably. 


sn - 
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undreamed /an'dri:md, an'dremt/ adjective 
(also undreamt /an'dremt/) (often + of) not 
thought of; never imagined. 


undress /an'‘dres/ verb 1 take off one’s clothes. 
2 take clothes off (person). © noun 1 ordinary 
dress, esp. as opposed to (full-dress) uniform. 2 
naked or scantily clad state. 

verb 1 literary disrobe, divest oneself, colloquial 

peel off, shed one's clothes, strip off, take off one's 

clothes, uncover oneself. 2 literary disrobe, divest, 

strip, unclothe. 


undressed /an‘drest/ adjective 1 no longer 
dressed. 2 (of food) without dressing. 3 (of 
leather) untreated. 


| a 1 see NAKED 1. 


undue /an'dju:/ adjective excessive, dispropor- 
tionate. o unduly adverb 


| @ see EXCESSIVE. 


undulate /‘andjuleit/ verb (-ting) (cause to) have 
wavy motion or look. o undulation noun. 


undying /an'darm/ adjective 1 immortal. 2 
never-ending. 


| @ see ETERNAL 1. 


unearth /an'3:0/ verb discover by searching, 
digging, or rummaging. 

unearthly /an's:6l1/ adjective 1 supernatural; 
mysterious. 2 colloquial absurdly early. 

unease /an'i:z/ noun nervousness, anxiety. 

uneasy /an’'i:z1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) disturbed 
or uncomfortable in body or mind. o uneasily 
adverb. uneasiness noun. 

m anxious, apprehensive, awkward, concerned, 

distressed, disturbed, edgy, fearful, insecure, 

colloquial jittery, nervous, restive, restless, tense, 

troubled, uncomfortable, unsettled, worried. 


uneducated /an'edjukeitid/ adjective not edu- 
cated. 


l @ See IGNORANT 1. 


unemotional /ant'mavfen(e)l/ adjective lack- 
ing emotion. o unemotionally adverb. 

m apathetic, clinical, cold, cool, dispassionate, 

frigid, hard-hearted, heartless, impassive, 

indifferent, objective, unfeeling, unmoved, 

unresponsive. 


unemployable /anm'plorab(a)l/ adjective un- 
fit for paid employment. 


unemployed /anm'plod/ adjective 1 out of 
work. 2 not used. : 


a 1 jobless, laid off, colloquial on the dole, out of 
work, redundant, unwaged. 2 see IDLE adjective 2. 


unemployment /anm'ploment/ noun lack of 
employment. o unemployment benefit state 
payment made to unemployed worker. 

unencumbered /anm'kambad/ adjective 1 (of 
estate) having no liabilities. 2 free; not burdened. 

unendurable /anm'‘djuarab(e)l/ adjective un- 
able to be endured. 


| @ See UNBEARABLE. 


undreamed | unfair 


unenthusiastic /anmOju:zr'esttk/ adjective 
not enthusiastic. unenthusiastically adverb. 
M See APATHETIC (APATHY), UNINTERESTED. 


unequal /an'i:kw()]/ adjective 1 not equal. 2 of 
variable quality. 3 (of contest) unfair. oun- 
equally adverb. 

u 1 different, differing, disparate, dissimilar. 2 

uneven, variable, varying. 3 biased, ill-matched, 

one-sided, unbalanced, uneven, unfair, unjust. 


unequalled /an'i:kweald/ adjective without 
equal; superior to others. 
m incomparable, inimitable, matchless, peerless, 
supreme, surpassing, unmatched, unparalleled, 
unrivalled, unsurpassed. 


unequivocal /anrkwivek(e)l/ adjective not 
ambiguous; plain, unmistakable. o unequivo- 
cally adverb. 

UNESCO /ju:'neskəu/ abbreviation (also 
Unesco) United Nations Educational, Scientific, 
and Cultural Organization. 

unethical /an'eOtk(e)l/ adjective not ethical; 
unscrupulous. o unethically adverb. 


| @ see IMMORAL. 


uneven /an'‘i:v(9)n/ adjective 1 not level. 2 of 
variable quality. 3 (of contest) unequal. o un- 
evenly adverb. unevenness moun. 
m 1 asymmetrical, bent, broken, bumpy, crooked, 
irregular, jagged, lopsided, pitted, rough, rutted, 
undulating, wavy. 2 erratic, fitful, fluctuating, 
inconsistent, spasmodic, unpredictable, unsteady, 
variable, varying. 3 ill-matched, one-sided, 
unbalanced, unequal, unfair. 


uneventful /anr'ventful/ adjective not eventful. 
o uneventfully adverb. 


H see UNEXCITING. 


unexceptionable /antk'sepfenab(e)l/ adjec- 
tive entirely satisfactory. 
USAGE Unexceptionable is sometimes confused 
with unexceptional. 


unexceptional /antk'sepfen(e)l/ adjective 
normal, ordinary. 

USAGE Unexceptional is sometimes confused 
with unexceptionable. 


unexciting /anik'saitm/ adjective lacking 
excitement; dull. 

u boring, dreary, dry, dull, humdrum, 
monotonous, ordinary, predictable, quiet, 
repetitive, routine, soporific, straightforward, 

tedious, uneventful, uninspiring, uninteresting, 

vapid, wearisome. 


unexpected /anik'spektid/ adjective not 
expected. 0 unexpectedly adverb. 

m accidental, chance, fortuitous, sudden, 

surprising, unforeseen, unhoped-for, 

unlooked-for, unplanned, unpredictable, unusual. 


unfailing /an'felw/ adjective 1 not failing. 2 
constant: reliable. a unfailingly adverb. 


unfair /an‘feo/ adjective unjust; not fair or impar- 


unfaithful | ungreen 


tial. o unfairly adverb. unfairness noun. 


unfaithful /an'fer¢fol/ adjectivenot faithful, esp. 
adulterous. o unfaithfully adverb. unfaithful- 
ness noun. L 
ju adulterous, deceitful, disloyal, double-dealing, 
duplicitous, faithless, false, fickle, inconstant, 
perfidious, traitorous, treacherous, treasonable, 
unreliable, untrue, untrustworthy. 
o unfaithfulness adultery, duplicity, infidelity, 
perfidy, treachery, treason. 


unfamiliar /anfe'milta/ adjective not familiar. 
o unfamiliarity /-lrertti/ noun. 


unfashionable /an'fæjənəb(ə)l/ adjective not 
fashionable. o unfashionably adverb. 


u dated, obsolete, old-fashioned, colloquial out, 
| outmoded, passé, superseded, unstylish. 
unfasten /an'fa:s(ə)n/ verb 4 open; loosen. 2 
detach. 


| m see UNDO 1. 


unfavourable /an'fervərəb(ə)l/ (US favorable) 
adjective not favourable; adverse. 0 unfavour- 
ably adverb. 
n adverse, attacking, bad, contrary, critical, 
disapproving, discouraging, hostile, ill-disposed, 
inauspicious, negative, opposing, 
uncomplimentary, undesirable, unenviable, 
unfriendly, unhelpful, unkind, unpromising, 
unpropitious, unsatisfactory, unsympathetic. 


unfeeling /an'fi:lm/ adjective unsympathetic, 
harsh. d 


l @ see CALLOUS. 


unfinished /an'fmiSt/ adjective not finished; 
incomplete. 


m imperfect, incomplete, rough, colloquial 
sketchy, uncompleted, unpolished. 
unfit /an‘fit/ adjective 1 (often + for, to do) not fit; 
unsuitable. 2 in poor health. o unfitness noun. 
u 1 ill-equipped, inadequate, inappropriate, 
incapable, incompetent, unsatisfactory, 
unsuitable, unsuited, useless. 2 feeble, flabby, ill, 
unhealthy. 


unfitting /an'fitm/ adjective not fitting or suit- 
able. 


unflagging /an'fleegm/ adjective tireless, per- 
sistent. 


| E see TIRELESS. 


unflappable /an'flæpəb(ə)l/ adjective collo- 
quial imperturbable. o unflappability /-'bilrt1/ 
noun. 


unfledged /an'fledzd/ adjective 1 inexperi- 
enced. 2 not fledged. 


unflinching /an'fimtfm/ adjective not flinch- 
ing; steadfast. o unflinchingly adverb. 


| @ see RESOLUTE. 
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unfold /an'feuld/ verb 1 open out. 2 reveal. 3 
become opened out. 4 develop. 


unforeseen /anfo:'si:n/ adjective not foreseen. 


| m see UNEXPECTED. 


unforgettable /anfe'getab(e)l/ adjective mem- 
orable, wonderful. 


| H see MEMORABLE 1-2. 


unforgivable /anfə'gıvəb(ə)l/ adjective not for- 
givable. 


a inexcusable, mortal (sin), reprehensible, 
shameful, unjustifiable, unpardonable, 
unwarrantable. 


unfortunate /an'fo:tfenat/ adjective 1 unlucky. 
2 unhappy. 3 regrettable. 4 disastrous. © noun 
unfortunate person. o unfortunately adverb. 


l n adjective 1 see UNLUCKY 1. 3 see REGRETTABLE. 


unfounded /an'faundid/ adjective (of rumour 
etc.) without foundation. 


unfreeze /an‘fri:z/ verb (-zing; past unfroze; 
past participle unfrozen) 1 (cause to) thaw. 2 
derestrict (assets etc.). 


unfriendly /an'frendli/ adjective (-ier, -iest) not 
friendly. o unfriendliness noun. 
u aggressive, aloof, antagonistic, antisocial, cold, 
cool, detached, disagreeable, distant, forbidding, 
frigid, haughty, hostile, ill-disposed, ill-natured, 
impersonal, indifferent, inhospitable, menacing, 
nasty, obnoxious, offensive, remote, reserved, 
rude, sour, stand-offish, starchy, stern, 
supercilious, threatening, unapproachable, 
uncivil, uncongenial, unenthusiastic, 
unforthcoming, unkind, unneighbourly, 
unresponsive, unsociable, unsympathetic, 
unwelcoming. 


unfrock /an'frok/ verb defrock. 
unfurl /an‘fs:1/ verb unroll; spread out. 


ungainly /an'gemli/ adjective awkward, 
clumsy. 


l E see AWKWARD 2. 

unget-at-able /anget'ætəb(ə)l/ adjective collo- 
quial inaccessible. ; 

ungodly Jan'godlı/ adjective 1 impious, wicked. 
2 colloquial outrageous. 0 ungodliness noun. 


| m 1 see IRRELIGIOUS 2. 


ungovernable /an'gaveneb(e)l/ adjective un- 
controllable, violent. 


| E See UNDISCIPLINED. 


ungracious /an'greifas/ adjective discour- 
teous, grudging. 


ungrateful /an‘grertful/ adjective not feeling or 
showing gratitude. o ungratefully adverb. 


u displeased, ill-mannered, rude, selfish, 
unappreciative, unthankful. 


ungreen /an'gri:n/ adjective 1 harmful to envir- 
onment. 2 not concerned with protection of 
environment. 
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unguarded /an'ga:did/ adjective 1 incautious, 
thoughtless. 2 not guarded. 


unguent /‘angwant/ noun ointment, lubricant. 


ungulate /‘angjulet/ adjective hoofed. onoun 
hoofed mammal. 


unhallowed /an'heleud/ adjective 1 unconse- 
crated. 2 not sacred; wicked. 


unhand /an‘hend/ verb rhetorical or jocular 
take one’s hands off; release (person). 
unhappy /an'‘hepi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 miser- 
able. 2 unfortunate. 3 unsuitable. 4 disastrous. 
o unhappily adverb. unhappiness noun. 
1 dejected, depressed, disaffected, 
discontented, disgruntled, disillusioned, 
dispirited, displeased, dissatisfied, colloquial 
down, downcast, fed up, gloomy, grumpy, 
miserable, morose, mournful, sad, sorrowful, 
sulky, sullen, unsatisfied. 2 see UNLUCKY 1.3 see 
UNSUITABLE. 


unhealthy /an‘hel61/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 in 
poor health. 2 harmful to health; unwholesome. 
3 slang dangerous. a unhealthily adverb. 
1 ailing, debilitated, delicate, diseased, feeble, 
frail, ill, infected, infirm, poorly, sick, sickly, 
suffering, unsound, unwell, valetudinarian, weak. 
2 deleterious, detrimental, dirty, harmful, 
insalubrious, insanitary, noxious, polluted, 
unhygienic, unwholesome. 


unheard-of /an'‘hs:dvv/ adjective unpreced- 
ented. 


| m see UNUSUAL. 


unhelpful /an‘helpfol/ adjective not helpful. 
a disobliging, inconsiderate, negative, slow, 
uncivil, uncooperative, unwilling. 


unhinge /an'hmd3/ verb (-ging) 1 take (door 
etc.) off hinges. 2 (esp. as unhinged adjective) 
derange; disorder (mind). 

unholy /an‘heul1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 profane, 
wicked. 2 colloquial dreadful, outrageous. 
unhorse /an‘ho:s/ verb (-sing) throw (rider) 
from horse. 

unhygienic /anhar'dgi:ntk/ adjective not 
hygienic. o unhygienically adverb. 


| m see UNHEALTHY 2. 


uni lju:nı/ noun (plural -s) esp. Australian & NZ 
colloquial university. 


uni- combining form having or composed of one. 
Uniate /‘ju:ntet/ adjective of Church in E. 
Europe or Near East acknowledging papal 


supremacy but retaining its own liturgy etc. 
© noun member of such Church. 


unicameral /ju:nr'keemar(e)l/ adjective having 
one legislative chamber. 


UNICEF /‘ju:nisef/ abbreviation United Nations 
Children’s Fund. 


unicellular /ju:nr'seljule/ adjective consisting 
ofa single cell. 

unicorn /‘ju:ntko:n/ noun mythical horse with 
single straight horn. 


unguarded | uninhabited 


unicycle /‘ju:nisark(2)l/ noun one-wheel 
used by acrobats etc. ate 
unidentifiable /anardentrf. j 
unable to be identifica ae gee 
m anonymous, camouflaged, disguised, hidden, 
undetectable, unidentified, unknown, 
unrecognizable. 


unidentified /anar'dentifaid jecti 
identified. ee mine 
m anonymous, incognito, mysterious, nameless, 
unfamiliar, unknown, unmarked, unnamed, 
unrecognized, unspecified. 


unification /junnfrkerf(e)n/ noun unifying, 
being Unified. o Unification Church religious 
organization funded by Sun Myung Moon. 
Ounificatory adjective. 
uniform /‘ju:ntfo:m/ adjective 4 unvarying. 2 
constant over a period. 3 conforming to same 
standard or rule. © noun distinctive clothing 
worn by members of same organization etc. 
o uniformed adjective. uniformity /-'fo:m-/ noun. 
uniformly adverb. 
m adjective 1,2 consistent, constant, even, 
homogeneous, predictable, regular, same, 
unbroken, unchanging, unvaried, unvarying. 3 
homogeneous, identical, indistingulshable, 
regular, same, similar, standard. © noun costume, 
livery, outfit. 


unify /‘ju:ntfar/ verb (-ies, -ied) make or become 
united or uniform. 

m amalgamate, bring together, coalesce, 
combine, consolidate, fuse, harmonize, integrate, 

join, merge, unite, weld together. 


unilateral /ju:nrleter(e)l/ adjective done by or 
affecting one side only. o unilaterally adverb. 

unilateralism noun unilateral disarmament. 
ounilateralist noun & adjective. 

unimaginative /antmzdsmetiv/ adjective 
lacking imagination; dull. o unimaginatively 
adverb. 

n banal, boring, clichéd, derivative, dull, 

hackneyed, inartistic, obvious, ordinary, prosaic, 

stale, trite, uninspired, uninteresting, unoriginal. 


unimpeachable Janmm'pi:tfab(e)l/ adjective 
beyond reproach. ; 
unimportant Janum'po:t(e)nt/ adjective not 
important. 
n ephemeral, forgettable, immaterial, 
inconsequential, inconsiderable, inessential, 
insignificant, irrelevant, lightweight, minor, 
negligible, peripheral, petty, secondary, slight, 
small, trifling, trivial, valueless, worthless. 


uninhabitable Janm'hebrtab(e)l/ adjective not 
able to be inhabited. 
m condemned, in bad repair, unusable. 


uninhabited /anm‘hebitid/ adjective not in- 
habited. 

u abandoned, deserted, desolate, empty, 
tenantless, uncolonized, unoccupied, 

unpeopled, unpopulated, vacant. 


uninhibited | unity 


uninhibited /anm‘hibitid/ adjective not in- 
hibited. 
| a abandoned, candid, casual, easygoing, frank, 
| informal, natural, open, outgoing, outspoken, 
relaxed, spontaneous, unbridled, unconstrained, 
unrepressed, unreserved, unrestrained, 
unselfconscious, wild. 


unintelligent Janm'telidz(o)nt/ adjective not 
intelligent. o unintelligently adverb. 
| m see STUPID 1. 


unintelligible Janm'telid31b(e)l/ adjective not 
intelligible; impossible to understand. o unin- 
telligibility zoun. unintelligibly adverb. 


| B see INCOMPREHENSIBLE. 


unintentional /anm'tenfən(ə)l/ adjective not 
intentional. o unintentionally adverb. 

u accidental, fortuitous, inadvertent, involuntary, 

unconscious, unintended, unplanned, 

unthinking, unwitting. 


uninterested /an'mtrestid/ adjective not inter- 
ested; unconcerned. 

apathetic, bored, incurious, indifferent, 

lethargic, passive, phlegmatic, unconcerned, 

unenthusiastic, uninvolved, unresponsive. 


uninteresting /an'mtrestm/ adjective not in- 
teresting. 

a boring, dreary, dry, dull, flat, monotonous, 

obvious, ordinary, predictable, tedious, 

unexciting, uninspiring, vapid, wearisome. 


uninterrupted /anmte'raptid/ adjective not 
interrupted; continuous. ouninterruptedly 
adverb. 


| a see CONTINUOUS. 3 


uninvited /anm'vartid/ adjective not invited; 
not asked. 


u gratuitous, unasked, unbidden, unsolicited, 
unwelcome. 


uninviting /anm'vartm/ adjective unattractive, 
repellent. 


m see UNATTRACTIVE. 


union /‘ju:njan/ noun 1 uniting, being united. 2 
whole formed from parts or members. 3 trade 
union. 4 marriage. 5 concord. 6 university social 
club or debating society. o Union flag, Jack 
national flag of UK. 

m 1 alliance, amalgamation, association, coalition, 
combination, confederation, conjunction, 
federation, fusion, grafting, integration, joining 
together, marriage, marrying, merger, mixture, 
synthesis, unification, unity, welding. 2 alliance, 
amalgam, association, blend, coalition, 
compound, confederation, federation, fusion, 
mixture, synthesis. 4 marriage, matrimony, 
partnership, wedlock. 


unionist noun 1 member of trade union. 2 
advocate of trade unions. 3 (usually Unionist) 
supporter of continued union between Britain 
and Northern Ireland. o unionism noun. 
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unionize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) organ- 
ize in or into trade union. o unionization noun, 

unique /ju:'ni:k/ adjective 1 being the only one 
of its kind; having no like, equal, or parallel, 
2 disputed remarkable. Cuniquely adverb, 
uniqueness noun. 


USAGE The use of unique to mean ‘remarkable’ 
is considered incorrect by some people. 

n 1 distinctive, incomparable, lone, one-off, 
peerless, second to none, single, singular, 
unequalled, unparalleled, unrepeatable, 
unrivalled. 


unisex /‘ju:niseks/ adjective (of clothing etc.) 
designed for both sexes. 


unison /'ju:nıs(ə)n/ noun 1 concord. 2 coinci- 
dence in pitch of sounds or notes. 


unit /‘ju:ntt/ noun 1 individual thing, person, or 
group, esp. for calculation. 2 smallest component 
of complex whole. 3 quantity chosen as standard 
of measurement. 4 smallest share in unit trust. 
5 part with specified function in complex mech- 
anism. 6 fitted item of furniture, esp. as part of 
set. 7 subgroup with special function. 8 group of 
buildings, wards, etc. in hospital. 9 single-digit 
number, esp. ‘one’. o unit cost cost of producing 
one item. unit trust company investing contribu- 
tions from many people in various securities. 

a 1, 2, 5 component, constituent, element, entity, 

item, module, part, piece, portion, section, 

segment. 


Unitarian /ju:nrteerten/ noun member of reli- 
gious body maintaining that God is one person 
not Trinity. o Unitarianism noun. 


unitary /‘ju:nitert/ adjective 1 of unit(s). 2 
marked by unity or uniformity. 


unite /ju'nart/ verb (-ting) 1 join together, esp. 
for common purpose. 2 join in marriage. 3 (cause 
to) form physical or chemical whole. o United 
Kingdom Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 
United Nations (treated as singular or plural) 
international peace-seeking organization. 
United States (of America) federal republic of 
50 states, mostly in N. America and including 
Alaska and Hawaii. o united adjective. 
u 1 ally, amalgamate, associate, bring together, 
collaborate, combine, literary commingle, 
confederate, connect, consolidate, conspire, 
cooperate, couple, federate, go into partnership, 
harmonize, incorporate, integrate, interlock, join, 
join forces, link, link up, marry, merge, mingle, mix, 
stick together, tie up, unify, weld (together). 2 see 
MARRY 1. 3 amalgamate, blend, coalesce, 
combine, fuse, incorporate, integrate, merge, mix. 
U united agreed, allied, coherent, collective, 
common, concerted, coordinated, corporate, 
harmonious, integrated, joint, like-minded, 
colloquial disputed mutual, shared, solid, 
unanimous, undivided. 


unity /‘ju:niti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 oneness: 
being one. 2 interconnecting parts making a 
whole. 3 the whole made. 4 solidarity; harmony 
between people etc. 5 the number ‘one’. 
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u 41 coherence, integrity, oneness, wholeness. 4 
accord, agreement, concord, consensus, 
harmony, like-mindedness, rapport, solidarity, 
unanimity. 


universal /ju:nt'vs:s(2)l/ adjective of, belonging 
to, or done etc. by all; applicable to all cases. 
@noun term, characteristic, or concept of 
general application. o universal coupling, joint 
one transmitting rotary power by a shaft at any 
angle. universal time Greenwich Mean Time. 
o universality /-'sæl-/ noun. universally adverb. 
a adjective all-embracing, all-round, boundless, 
common, comprehensive, cosmic, general, 
global, international, omnipresent, pandemic, 
prevailing, prevalent, total, ubiquitous, 
unbounded, unlimited, widespread, worldwide. 


universe /‘ju:ntvs:s/ noun 1 all existing things; 
Creation. 2 ali humankind. 


| m 1 cosmos, Creation, the heavens, macrocosm. 


university /ju:nr'v3:siti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
educational institution ofadvanced learning and 
research, conferring degrees. 2 members of this. 


unjust /an'd3ast/ adjective not just. o unjustly 
adverb. unjustness noun. 

biased, bigoted, indefensible, inequitable, 

one-sided, partial, partisan, prejudiced, 
undeserved, unfair, unjustified, unlawful, 
unmerited, unreasonable, unwarranted, wrong, 

wrongful. 


unjustifiable /an'dgastifarab(9)l/ adjective not 
justifiable. o unjustifiably adverb. 

m excessive, immoderate, indefensible, 
inexcusable, unacceptable, unconscionable, 

unforgivable, unjust, unreasonable, unwarranted. 


unkempt /an‘kempt/ adjective dishevelled, 
untidy. 
unkind /an'kamd/ adjective not kind; cruel, 
harsh. o unkindly adverb. unkindness noun. 
u abrasive, colloquial beastly, brutal, callous, 
caustic, cold-blooded, critical, cruel, 
discourteous, disobliging, hard, hard-hearted, 
harsh, heartless, hurtful, ill-natured, impolite, 
inconsiderate, inhuman, inhumane, insensitive, 
malevolent, malicious, mean, merciless, nasty, 
pitiless, rigid, rough, ruthless, colloquial sadistic, 
savage, selfish, severe, sharp, spiteful, stern, 
tactless, thoughtless, uncaring, uncharitable, 
unchristian, unfeeling, unfriendly, unpleasant, 
unsympathetic, unthoughtful, vicious. 


unknown /an'noun/ adjective (often + to) not 
known; unfamiliar. @zoun unknown thing, 
person, or quantity. o unknown quantity mys- 
terious or obscure person or thing. Unknown 
Soldier, Warrior unidentified soldier symboliz- 
ing nation’s dead in war. 
u adjective anonymous, disguised, incognito, 
little known, mysterious, nameless, obscure, 
strange, uncharted, undiscovered, 
undistinguished, unexplored, unfamiliar, 
unheard-of, unidentified, unmapped, unnamed, 
unrecognized, unspecified. 


universal | unmanageable 


unlawful [an'lo:fol/ adjective illegal; not per- 
missible. o unlawfully adverb. unlawfulness 
noun. 


unleaded /an'ledid/ adjective (of petrol etc.) 
without added lead. 


unleash [/an'li:J/ verb 1 free from leash or 
restraint. 2 set free to pursue or attack. 


unleavened /an'lev(a)nd/ adjective made 
without yeast etc. 


unless /an'les/ conjunction if not; except when. 
unlettered /an'letad/ adjective illiterate. 


unlike /an'laik/ adjective not like; different. 
© preposition differently from. ounlikeness 
noun. 


unlikely /an'larklı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 
improbable. 2(+ todo) not expected to. 3 unprom- 
ising. 3 

m 1 doubtful, dubious, far-fetched, implausible, 

improbable, incredible, suspect, suspicious, 

colloquial tall (story), unbelievable, unconvincing, 

colloquial unthinkable; [of possibility etc.] distant, 

faint, outside, remote, slight. 


unlimited /an'lmıtıd(ə)n/ adjective having no 
limit. 
| E see BOUNDLESS. 


unlisted /an'listid/ adjective not included in list, 
esp. of Stock Exchange prices or telephone 
numbers. 


unload /an'leud/ verb 1 remove load from 
(vehicle etc.). 2 remove (load) from vehicle etc. 3 
remove ammunition from (gun). 4 colloquial get _ 
rid of. 


n 1, 2, 4 disburden, discharge, drop off, dump, 
empty, offload, take off, unpack. 
unlock /an'lok/ verb 1 release lock of. 2 release 


or disclose by unlocking. 3 release feelings etc. 
from. 


unlooked-for /an'luktfo:/ adjective unexpected. 
unloved /an'lavd/ adjective not loved. 


| u friendless, unpopular, unvalued. 


unlucky /an'lakı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 not for- 
tunate or successful; wretched. 2 disastrous. 3 
bringing bad luck. 4 ill-judged. o unluckily 
adverb. 
u 41 accident-prone, cursed, hapless, colloquial 
jinxed, luckless, unfortunate, unhappy, 
unsuccessful, wretched. 2 calamitous, disastrous, 
dreadful, tragic, unfortunate, untimely, 
unwelcome. 3 cursed, fateful, ill-fated, ill-omened, 
ill-starred, inauspicious, colloquial jinxed, 
ominous, unfavourable. 


unman /an'men/ verb (-nn-) deprive of courage, 
self-control, etc. 

unmanageable /an'mznidseb(e)!/ adjective 
not (easily) managed or controlled. 


H see UNDISCIPLINED. 


unmannerly | unpleasant 


unmannerly /an'mænəli/ adjective ill- 


mannered. 
unmarried /an'mærıd/ adjective not married; 
single. 


u available, celibate, free, single, unattached, 
| unwed. 


unmask /an'ma:sk/ verb 1 remove mask from. 
2 expose true character of. 3 remove one’s mask. 


unmentionable /an'menfanəb(ə)l/ adjective 
unsuitable for polite conversation. © noun (in 
plural) jocular undergarments. 


| n adjective see TABOO adjective. 


unmistakable /anmr'steikəb(ə)l/ adjective 
clear, obvious, plain. o unmistakably adverb. 


| m see DEFINITE 2, OBVIOUS. 
unmitigated /an'mitigertid/ adjective 1 not 
modified. 2 absolute. < 


unmoved /an'mu:vd/ adjective 1 not moved. 2 
constant in purpose. 3 unemotional. 


unnameable /an'nemab(s)l/ adjective that 
cannot be named, esp. too bad to be named. 


unnamed /an'nemnd/ adjective not named. 


| @ see UNIDENTIFIED. 


unnatural /an'nætfər(ə)l/ adjective 1 contrary 
to nature; not normal. 2 lacking natural feelings. 
3 artificial. 4 forced. ounnaturally adverb. 
unnaturalness noun. 
n 1 abnormal, bizarre, eccentric, eerie, 
extraordinary, fantastic, freak, freakish, 
inexplicable, magic, magical, odd, outlandish, 
preternatural, queer, strange, supernatural, 
unaccountable, uncanny, unusual, weird. 2 
callous, cold-blooded, cruel, hard-hearted, 
heartless, inhuman, inhumane, monstrous, 
perverse, perverted, colloquial sadistic, savage, 
stony-hearted, unfeeling, unkind. 3 artificial, 
fabricated, imitation, man-made, manufactured, 
simulated, synthetic. 4 affected, artificial, bogus, 
contrived, fake, false, feigned, forced, insincere, 
laboured, overdone, colloquial phoney, pretended, 
pseudo, put on, self-conscious, stagy, stiff, stilted, 
theatrical, uncharacteristic, unspontaneous. 


unnecessary /an'nesaseri/ adjective 1 not 
necessary. 2 superfluous. o unnecessarily 
adverb. 

m 1 dispensable, expendable, inessential, 

needless, non-essential, uncalled-for, unjustified, 

unneeded, unwanted, useless, 2 excessive, extra, 

redundant, supererogatory, superfluous, surplus. 


unnerve /an'‘ns:v/ verb (-ving) deprive of con- 
fidence etc. 

unobjectionable /anab'd3ekJanab(e)l/ adjec- 
tive acceptable. 

unobtrusive /anab'tru:stv/ adjective not 
ues itselfnoticed. 0 unobtrusively 
adverb. 


| E see INCONSPICUOUS. 


unofficial /ano'fiS(e)l/ adjective not officially 
authorized or confirmed. o unofficial strike 
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strike not ratified by trade union. a unofficially 
adverb. 


u informal, off the record, private, secret, 
unauthorized, unconfirmed, undocumented, 
unlicensed. 


unorthodox /an'o:8adnks/ adjective not ortho- 
dox. ounorthodoxly adverb. unorthodoxy 
noun. 


| B see UNCONVENTIONAL. 


unpack /an'pek/ verb 1 open and empty. 2 take 
(thing) from package etc. 

unpaid /an'‘peid/ adjective 1 (of debt) not paid. 2 
not receiving payment for work etc. 


1 due, outstanding, owing, payable, unsettled. 2 
| honorary, unremunerative, unsalaried, voluntary. 
unpalatable /an'pælətəb(ə)l/ adjective (of food, 

suggestion, etc.) disagreeable, distasteful. 

m disgusting, distasteful, inedible, nasty, 
nauseating, colloquial off, rancid, sickening, sour, 
tasteless, unacceptable, unappetizing, uneatable, 
unpleasant. 


unparalleled /an'pzreleld/ adjective un- 
equalled. 


| H see UNEQUALLED. 


unpardonable /an'pa:dənəb(ə)l/ adjective not 
able to be pardoned. ` 


| m see UNFORGIVABLE. 


unparliamentary /anpa:le'menter!/ adjective 
contrary to proper parliamentary usage. 
o unparliamentary language oaths, abuse. 

unperceptive /anpo'septiv/ adjective not per- 
ceptive; unobservant. o unperceptively adverb. 
unperceptiveness noun. 


m inattentive, slow, stupid, uncritical, 
undiscriminating, unobservant, unresponsive. 
unpick /an'pik/ verb undo sewing of. 


unplaced /an'pleist/ adjective not placed as one 
of the first 3 in race etc. 


unplanned /an'pleend/ adjective not planned. 
| H see SPONTANEOUS 1. 


unpleasant /an'plez(a)nt/ adjective disagree- 

able. o unpleasantly adverb. unpleasantness 

noun. 
abhorrent, colloquial abominable, antisocial, 
colloquial appalling, atrocious, colloquial awful, 
bad, bad-tempered, colloquial beastly, bitter, 
coarse, crude, despicable, detestable, diabolical, 
dirty, disagreeable, disgusting, displeasing, 
distasteful, colloquial dreadful, evil, execrable, 
fearful, fearsome, filthy, foul, frightful, colloquial 
ghastly, grim, grisly, gruesome, harsh, hateful, 
hellish, hideous, colloquial horrible, colloquial 
horrid, horrifying, improper, indecent, inhuman, 
irksome, loathsome, colloquial lousy, malevolent, 
malicious, mucky, nasty, nauseating, 
objectionable, obnoxious, odious, offensive, 
off-putting, repellent, repugnant, repulsive, 
revolting, rude, colloquial shocking, sickening, 
sickly, sordid, sour, spiteful, squalid, colloquial 
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terrible, ugly, unattractive, uncouth, undesirable, 
unfriendly, unkind, unpalatable, unsavoury, 
unwelcome, upsetting, vexing, vicious, vile, 
vulgar. 


unplug /an'plag/ verb (-gg-) 1 disconnect 
(electrical device) by removing plug from socket. 
2 unstop. 


unplumbed /an'plamd/ adjective 1 not 
plumbed. 2 not fully explored or understood. 


unpopular /an'popjule/ adjective not popular; 
disliked. o unpopularity /-lær-/ noun. 

u despised, disliked, friendless, hated, ignored, 

minority (interests), out of favcur, rejected, 

shunned, unfashionable, unloved, unwanted. 


unpractised /an'prektist/ adjective (US un- 
practiced) 1 not experienced or skilled. 2 not put 
into practice. 


unprecedented /an'presidentid/ adjective 
having no precedent; unparalleled. 
unpredictable /anprr'diktəb(ə)l/ adjective not 
predictable. o unpredictability /-'biliti/ noun. 
unpredictably adverb. 


m changeable, surprising, uncertain, unexpected, 
unforeseeable, variable. 
unprejudiced /an'predgudist/ adjective not 
prejudiced. 


l @ see UNBIASED. 


unpremeditated /anpri:'meditertid/ adjective 
not planned beforehand. 


| E see SPONTANEOUS 1. 


unprepared /anprr'pead/ adjective not. pre- 
pared beforehand; not ready. o unpreparedness 
noun. : 


u caught out, ill-equipped, surprised, taken off 
guard, unready. 


unprepossessing /anpri:po'zesm/ adjective 
unattractive. 

unpretentious /anprr'tenfəs/ adjective mod- 
est, simple; not putting on excessive display. 
ounpretentiously adverb. unpretentiousness 
noun. 


m humble, modest, plain, simple, straightforward, 
unaffected, unassuming, unostentatious, 
unsophisticated. 


unprincipled /an'prmsip(e)ld/ adjective lack- 
ing or not based on moral principles. 


unprintable /an'prmteb(e)l/ adjective too 
offensive or indecent to be printed. 


unproductive /anpra‘dakttv/ adjectivenot pro- 
ductive. o unproductively adverb. unproduct- 
iveness noun. 

u arid, barren, fruitless, futile, ineffective, infertile, 

pointless, sterile, unfruitful, unprofitable, 

unrewarding, useless, valueless, worthless. 


unprofessional /anpre'fefen(e)!/ adjective 1 
contrary to professional standards. 2 unskilled, 
amateurish. o unprofessionally adverb. 


unplug | unregenerate 


u1 casual, lax, negligent, unethical, unfitting, 
unprincipled, unseemly, unworthy. 2 amateurish, 
incompetent, inefficient, inexpert, shoddy, sloppy, 
unskilful, unskilled. 


unprofitable /an'profitəb(ə)l/ adjective not 
profitable. o unprofitably adverb. 
8 futile, loss-making, pointless, uncommercial, 
uneconomic, ungainful, unproductive, 
unremunerative, unrewarding, worthless. 


unprompted /an'‘promptid/ adjective spontan- 
eous. | 


unprovable /an'pru:vab(e)l/ adjective not able 
to be proved. 


m doubtful, inconclusive, questionable, 
undemonstrable, unsubstantiated, unverifiable. 
unpunctual /an'panktfual/ adjective not punc- 

tual. o unpunctuality /-tjo'zeliti/ noun. 


u behindhand, belated, delayed, detained, 
last-minute, late, overdue, tardy, unreliable. 
unputdownable /anput'daunab(e)]/ adjective 
colloquial compulsively readable. 


unqualified /an‘kwolifaid/ adjective 1 not 
qualified or competent. 2 complete. 

unquestionable /an'kwestJenab(e)l/ adjec- 
tive that cannot be disputed or doubted. 
o unquestionably adverb. 3 

unquote /an'kwəvt/ interjection: used in dicta- 
tion etc. to indicate closing quotation marks. 

unravel /an'ræv(ə)l/ verb (-Il-; US -I-) 1 make or 
become-unknitted, unknotted, etc. 2 solve 
(mystery etc.). 3 undo (knitted fabric). 


m 1 disentangle, free, sort out, straighten out, 
undo, untangle. 2 clear up, solve, sort out, work 
out. á 


unreal /an'rral/ adjective 1 not real; imaginary. 
2 slang incredible. 

m 1 chimerical, false, fanciful, hypothetical, 

illusory, imaginary, imagined, make-believe, 

non-existent, phantasmal, colloquial pretend, 

pseudo, sham. 


unrealistic /anrie'listtk/ adjective 1 not true to 
life. 2 idealistic; not practical. o unrealistically 
adverb. 
u 1 inaccurate, non-representational, 
unconvincing, unlifelike, unnatural, 
unrecognizable. 2 delusory, fanciful, idealistic, 
impossible, impracticable, impractical, 
overambitious, quixotic, romantic, silly, visionary, 
unreasonable, unworkable. 


unreasonable /an'ri:zoneb(e)l/ adjective 1 
excessive. 2 not heeding reason. 0 unreason- 
ably adverb. 
| H 1 see EXCESSIVE. 2 See IRRATIONAL 1,2. 

unrecognizable /an'rekegnaizeb(e)!/ adjec- 
tive (also -Isable) not able to be recognized. 

l H see UNIDENTIFIABLE. 


unregenerate /anrrdsenorat/ adjective ob- 
stinately wrong or bad. 


unrelated | unshakeable 


unrelated /anrrlertid/ adjective not related. 


m beside the point, different, extraneous, 

| independent, irrelevant, unconnected. 
unrelenting /anrilentm/ adjective 1 not 

abating. 2 merciless. 
unreliable /anrrlarab(e)l/ adjective not reli- 

able; erratic. o unreliability /-bilrti/ noun. 

m changeable, deceptive, erratic, fallible, false, 
fickle, flimsy, inaccurate, inconsistent, 
irresponsible, misleading, suspect, treacherous, 
unconvincing, undependable, unpredictable, 
unsound, unstable, untrustworthy. 


unrelieved /anrrli:vd/ adjective monotonously 
uniform. 


unremarked /anri'ma:kt/ adjective not men- 
tioned or remarked on. 

unremitting /anr'mitm/ adjective incessant. 
Ounremittingly adverb. 

unremunerative /anri'mju:neratrv/ adjective 
unprofitable. 

unrepentant /anrrpent(s)nt/ adjective not 
repentant; impenitent. o unrepentantly adverb. 

m brazen, confirmed, conscienceless, hardened, 

impenitent, incorrigible, incurable, inveterate, 

irredeemable, shameless, unapologetic, 

unashamed, unblushing, unreformable, 

unregenerate. 


unrequited /anrrkwaitid/ adjective (of love 
etc.) not returned. 

unreserved /anrtz3:vd/ adjective without 
reservation. o unreservedly /-vidl1/ adverb. 


unrest /an'rest/ moun disturbance, turmoil, 
trouble. 


unripe /an'rarp/ adjective not ripe. 
| a green, immature, sour, unready. 


unrivalled /an'rarv(ə)ld/ adjective (US un- 
rivaled) having no equal. 


l E see UNEQUALLED. 


unroll /an'raul/ verb 1 open out from rolled-up 
state. 2 display; be displayed. 


unruffled /an'raf(s)ld/ adjective calm. 


unruly /an'ru:hi/ adjective (-ier, -iest) undiscip- 
lined, disorderly. o unruliness noun. 


unsafe /an'serf/ adjective not safe; dangerous. 


@ see DANGEROUS. 


unsatisfactory /ansetis'fekteri/ adjective 
poor, unacceptable. o unsatisfactorily adverb. 
m defective, deficient, disappointing, displeasing, 
dissatisfying, faulty, frustrating, imperfect, 
inadequate, incompetent, inefficient, inferior, 
insufficient, lacking, not good enough, poor, sad, 
unacceptable, unhappy, unsatisfying, wretched. 


unsaturated /an'seetJarertid/ adjective Chem- 
istry (of fat) containing double or triple molecu- 
lar bonds and therefore capable of combining 
with hydrogen. 
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unsavoury /an'selvart/ adjective (US unsavory) 
4 disgusting. 2 (esp. morally) offensive. 


unscathed /an'ske1éd/ adjective uninjured, 
unharmed. 


unschooled /an'sku:ld/ adjective uneducated, 
untrained. 


unscientific /ansaren'tiftk/ adjective not sci- 
entific in method etc. o unscientifically adverb. 


unscramble /an'skremb(e)l/ verb (-ling) 
decode; interpret (scrambled transmission etc.), 


unscreened /an'skri:nd/ adjective 1 (esp. of 
coal) not passed through screen. 2 not checked, 
esp. for security or medical problems. 3 not 
having screen. 4 not shown on screen. 


unscrew /an'skru:/ verb 1 unfasten by remov- 
ing screw(s). 2 loosen (screw). 


unscripted /an'skriptid/ adjective (of speech 
etc.) delivered impromptu. 

unscrupulous. /an'skru:pjules/ adjective 
without scruples; unprincipled. o unscrupu- 
lously adverb. unscrupulousness noun. 

n amoral, conscienceless, corrupt, colloquial 

crooked, cunning, dishonest, dishonourable, 

immoral, improper, self-interested, shameless, 

slippery, sly, unconscionable, unethical, 

untrustworthy. 


unseasonal /an'si:zən(ə)l/ adjective not typical 
of the time or season. 


unseat /an'si:t/ verb 1 remove from (esp. 
parliamentary) seat. 2 dislodge from horseback 
etc. 


unseeing /an'si:1y/ adjective 1 unobservant. 2 
blind. o unseeingly adverb. 


unseemly /an'si:mli/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 
indecent. 2 unbecoming. o unseemliness noun. 


l H 2 see UNBECOMING 2. 


unseen /an'si:n/ adjective 1 not seen; invisible. 
2(of translation) to be done without preparation. 
@ noun unseen translation. 


| m adjective 1 see INVISIBLE. 


unselfconscious /anselfkonfas/ adjective 
not self-conscious; natural. ounselfcon- 
sciously adverb. 


unselfish /an'selfiS/ adjective concerned about 

others; sharing. ounselfishly adverb. un- 

selfishness noun. 
a altruistic, caring, charitable, considerate, 
disinterested, generous, humanitarian, kind, 
liberal, magnanimous, open-handed, 
philanthropic, public-spirited, self-effacing, 
selfless, self-sacrificing, thoughtful, ungrudging, 
unstinting. 


unsettled /an'set(a)ld/ adjective 1 restless, dis- 
turbed. 2 open to further discussion; liable to 
change. 3 not paid. 


unsex /an'seks/ verb deprive of qualities of one’s 
(esp. female) sex. : ska 


unshakeable " i p 
obstinate: /an'ferkab(a)l/ adjective firm 
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unsightly /an'sartlı/ adjective ugly. o unsightli- 
ness noun. 


| m see UGLY 1. 


unskilful /an'skilfol/ adjective not having or 
showing skill. o unskilfully adverb. 

m amateurish, bungled, clumsy, crude, 

incompetent, inept, inexpert, maladroit, 

rough-and-ready, shoddy, unprofessional. 


unskilled /an'skild/ adjective lacking or (of 
work) not needing special skills. 


l a inexperienced, unqualified, untrained. : 
unsociable /an'sauseb(s)l/ adjective disliking 
company. 


USAGE Unsociable is sometimes confused with 
unsocial. 


| see UNFRIENDLY. 


unsocial /an'saus(2)l/ adjective 1 not social; not 
suitable for or seeking society. 2 outside normal 
working day. 3 antisocial. 


USAGE Unsocial is sometimes confused with 
unsociable. 


unsolicited /anso'lisitid/ adjective voluntary. 


unsophisticated /anso'fistikertid/ adjective 
artless, simple, natural. 
D artless, childlike, guileless, ingenuous, 
innocent, colloquial lowbrow, naive, plain, 
provincial, simple, simple-minded, 
straightforward, unaffected, uncomplicated, 
unostentatious, unpretentious, unrefined, 
unworldly. 


unsound /an'saund/ adjective 1 not sound; 
unhealthy, rotten. 2 weak. 3 unreliable; ill- 
founded. 


E 1 see ROTTEN 1, UNHEALTHY 1. 2 see WEAK 1.3 
see UNRELIABLE. 


unsparing /an'spearm/ adjective 1 lavish. 2 
merciless. 


unspeakable /an'spi:kəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 that 
words cannot express. 2 indescribably bad. 
o unspeakably adverb. 
n 1 indescribable, ineffable, inexpressible, 
nameless, unutterable. 2 abominable, appalling, 
dreadful, horrible, indescribable, nameless, 
colloquial shocking, colloquial terrible, 
unutterable. 


unspecified /an'spesifaid/ adjective not speci- 
fied. 


| m see UNIDENTIFIED. 


unstable /an'sterb(e)l/ adjective (-r, -st) 1 likely 
to fall. 2 not stable emotionally. 3 changeable. 

m 1 see UNSTEADY 1. 2, 3 capricious, changeable, 

fickle, inconsistent, inconstant, mercurial, shifting, 

unpredictable, unsteady, variable, volatile. 


unsteady /an'stedt/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 not 
firm. 2 changeable. 3 not regular. 0 unsteadily 
adverb. unsteadiness noun. 


unsightly | unsympathetic 


m 1 flimsy, frail, insecure, precarious, rickety, 
colloquial rocky, shaky, tottering, unbalanced, 
unsafe, unstable, wobbly. 2, 3 changeable, erratic, 
flickering, fluctuating, inconstant, intermittent, 
irregular, quavering, quivering, trembling, 
tremulous, variable, wavering. 


unstick /an'sttk/ verb (past & past participle 
unstuck) separate (thing stuck to another). 
o come unstuck colloquial fail. 


unstinting /an'stmtm/ adjective lavish; limit- 
less. o unstintingly adverb. 


unstressed /an'strest/ adjective not pro- 
nounced with stress. 


unstring /an'strm/ verb (past & past participle 
unstrung) 1 remove string(s) of (bow, harp, etc.). 
2 take (beads etc.) off string. 3 (esp. as unstrung 
adjective) unnerve. à 


unstructured /an'straktfad/ 
without structure. 2 informal. 


unstudied /an'stadid/ adjective easy, natural, 
spontaneous. 


unsuccessful /ansok'sesful/ adjective not suc- 
cessful. o unsuccessfully adverb. 
[of actions, ventures, etc.] abortive, failed, 
fruitless, futile, ill-fated, Ineffective, ineffectual, 
loss-making, sterile, unavailing, unproductive, 
unprofitable, unsatisfactory, useless, vain, 
worthless; [of people] beaten, defeated, foiled, 
hapless, losing, luckless, unlucky, literary 
vanquished. f 


adjective 1 


unsuitable /an'su:tab(e)l, an'sju:təb(ə)l/ adjec- 
tive not suitable. o unsuitability /-'brlrtt/ noun. 
unsuitably adverb. 

pill-chosen, ill-judged, ill-timed, inapposite, 

inappropriate, incongruous, inept, irrelevant, 

unbefitting, unfitting, unhappy, unsatisfactory, 

unseasonable, unseemly, untimely. 


unsung /an'san/ adjective not celebrated; unre- 
cognized. 

unsure /an'sua/ adjective not sure. 0 unsure- 
ness noun. 


| m see UNCERTAIN 1. 


unsurpassable /ansa:pa:seb(s)l/ adjective 
that cannot be surpassed. o unsurpassably 
adverb. 


unsurpassed /ansə'pa:st/ adjective not sur- 
passed. 


unsuspecting /anses'pektm/ adjectivenotsus- 
pecting. 
| H see CREDULOUS. 


unswerving /an'sws:vin/ adjective steady, con- 
stant. o unswervingly adverb. 


unsympathetic /ansmpə'ðetik/ adjective not 
sympathetic. n unsympathetically adverb. 


unsystematic | unwelcome 


apathetic, cool, cold, dispassionate, 

hard-hearted, heartless, impassive, indifferent, 

insensitive, neutral, pitiless, reserved, ruthless, 
| stony, stony-hearted, unaffected, uncaring, 
uncharitable, unconcerned, unfeeling, 
uninterested, unkind, unmoved, unpitying, 
unresponsive. 


unsystematic Jansiste'meettk/ adjective not 
systematic. o unsystematically adverb. 

m anarchic, chaotic, confused, disorderly, 
disorganized, haphazard, illogical, jumbled, 
muddled, colloquial shambolic, sloppy, 
unmethodical, unplanned, unstructured, untidy. 


unthinkable /an'@mkeab(e)!/ adjective 1 un- 
imaginable, inconceivable. 2 colloquial highly 
unlikely or undesirable. 


| @ 1 see INCONCEIVABLE. 


unthinking /an'6mkm/ adjective 1 thoughtless. 
2 unintentional, inadvertent. o unthinkingly 
adverb. 


| B 1 see THOUGHTLESS 2,3. 2 see UNINTENTIONAL. 


untidy /an'tardı/ adjective (-ler, -iest) not neat or 
orderly. o untidily adverb. untidiness noun 
n bedraggled, blowzy, careless, chaotic, 
cluttered, confused, dishevelled, disordered, 
disorderly, disorganized, haphazard, 
higgledy-piggledy, in disarray, jumbled, littered, 
messy, muddled, rumpled, colloquial scruffy, 
shabby, colloquial shambolic, slapdash, sloppy, 
slovenly, straggly, tangled, topsy-turvy, tousled, 
uncared-for, uncombed, ungroomed, unkempt, 
unsystematic, upside down. 


untie /an'tar/ verb 1 undo; unfasten. 2 release 
from bonds etc. 
u cast off (boat), disentangle, free, loosen, 
release, unbind, undo, unfasten, unknot, 
untether. 


until /an'til/ preposition & conjunction = TLL". 


USAGE Until, as opposed to till, is used especi- 
ally at the beginning of a sentence and in formal 
style, as in Until you told me, I had no idea or He 
resided there until his decease. 


untimely /an'tamlı/ adjective 1 inopportune. 2 
premature. 

untiring /an'tarerm/ adjective tireless. 

unto /‘antu/ preposition archaic to. 


untold /an'tauld/ adjective 1 not told. 2 immeas- 
urable. 


untouchable /an'tateb(e)l/ adjective that may 
not be touched. © noun Hindu of group believed 
to defile higher castes on contact. 


untoward /anta'wo:d/ adjective 1 inconvenient, 
unlucky. 2 awkward. 3 refractory. 4 unseemly. 


untrammelled /an'trem(a)ld, jecti 
ampate. (a)ld/ adjective not 


untried /an'traid/ adjective not tried or tested. 


m experimental, innovatory, new, novel, unproved, 
untested. 
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untroubled /an'trab(ə)ld/ adjective not 
troubled; calm. 


u carefree, peaceful, straightforward, 
| undisturbed, uninterrupted, unruffled. 
untrue /an'tru:/ adjective 1 not true; contrary to 
facts. 2 (often + to) not faithful. 


| B 1 see FALSE 1. 2 see UNFAITHFUL. 


untrustworthy /an'trastws:61/ adjective not 
trustworthy. o untrustworthiness noun. 


l m see DISHONEST. 


untruth /an'tru:6/ noun 1 being untrue. 2 lie. 
u untruthful adjective. untruthfulness noun. 


u 2 see LIE? noun 1. 0 untruthful see LYING 
| adjective. 


unused adjective 1 /an'ju:zd/ never used. 2 
/an‘ju:zd/ not in use. 3 /an‘ju:st/ (+ to) not accus- 
tomed to. 

a 1 blank, clean, fresh, in mint condition, intact, 

new, pristine, unopened, untouched, unworn. 


unusual /an'ju:3vəl/ adjective 1 not usual. 2 
remarkable. o unusually adverb. 

8 abnormal, atypical, curious, different, - 
exceptional, extraordinary, colloquial freakish, 
funny, irregular, odd, out of the ordinary, peculiar, 
queer, rare, remarkable, singular, strange, 
surprising, uncommon, unconventional, 
unexpected, unfamiliar, unheard-of, disputed 
unique, unnatural, unorthodox, untypical, 

unwonted. 


unutterable /an‘atarab(e)l/ adjective inex- 
pressive; beyond description. o unutterably 
verb. 


l E see INDESCRIBABLE 1. 

unvarnished /an'va:nift/ adjective 1 not var- 
nished. 2 plain, direct, simple. 

unveil /an'verl/ verb 1 uncover (statue etc.) cere- 
monially. 2 reveal (secrets etc.). 

unversed /an'va:st/ adjective (usually + in) not 
experienced or skilled. 

unwanted /an'wonttd/ adjective not wanted. 


| @ See UNNECESSARY 1. 


unwarrantable /an'worentab(e)l/ adjective 
(also unwarranted) unjustified. 


l m see UNJUSTIFIABLE. 


unwary /an'weərı/ adjective not cautious. 
o unwarily adverb. unwariness noun 
@ see CARELESS 2, 


unwashed /an'woft/ adjective not washed or 
olsen: othe great unwashed colloquial the 
rabble. 


unwavering /an'werverm/ adjective not 
wavering; resolute. 


[SSE TESTI, soxsacconl arzisa ae 


unwelcome /an'welkem/ adjective not wel 
come or acceptable. 


m disagreeable, unacceptable, undesirable, 
uninvited, unpopular, unwanted. 
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unwell /an'wel/ adjective ill. 


| a see ILL adjective 1. 


unwholesome /an'heulsam/ adjective 1 detri- 
mental to moral or physical health. 2 un- 
healthy-looking. 


l m 1 see UNHEALTHY 2. 2 see SICKLY 1. 


unwieldy /an'wi:ldı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) cum- 
bersome or hard to manage owing to size, shape, 
etc. 


m awkward, bulky, clumsy, cumbersome, 

| inconvenient, ungainly, unmanageable. 
unwilling /an'wily/ adjective reluctant. o un- 
willingly adverb. unwillingness noun. 

a averse, disinclined, grudging, half-hearted, 
hesitant, ill-disposed, indisposed, lazy, loath, 
opposed, reluctant, resistant, slow, 
uncooperative, unenthusiastic, unhelpful. 


unwind /an'wamd/ verb (past and past parti- 
ciple unwound) 1 draw out or become drawn out 
after having been wound. 2 colloquial relax. 
unwise /an'waiz/ adjective not wise; foolish. 
o unwisely adverb. 
u daft, foolhardy, foolish, ill-advised, ill-judged, 
illogical, impolitic, imprudent, inadvisable, 
indiscreet, inexperienced, injudicious, irrational, 
irresponsible, mistaken, obtuse, perverse, rash, 
reckless, senseless, short-sighted, silly, stupid, 
thoughtless, unintelligent, unperceptive, 
unreasonable. 


unwitting /an'witm/ adjective 1 not knowing; 
unaware. 2 unintentional. o unwittingly adverb. 

unwonted /an'waontid/ adjective not custom- 
ary or usual. 

unworldly /an'wa:ldli/ adjective 1 spiritual. 2 
naive. o unworldliness noun. 


| m 1 see SPIRITUAL adjective 2. 


unworthy /an'ws:d1/ adjective (ier, -iest) 1 
(often + of) not worthy or befitting. 2 discredit- 
able, unseemly. o unworthiness noun. 

u 1 unbecoming, unbefitting, unsuitable; 

(unworthy of) beneath. 2 contemptible, 

despicable, discreditable, dishonourable, 

disreputable, ignoble, mediocre, second-rate, 
shameful, substandard, undeserving. 


unwritten /an'rit(e)n/ adjective 1 not written. 
2 (of law etc.) based on tradition or judicial 
decision, not on statute. 


| m 1 oral, spoken, verbal. 


unyielding /an'ji:ldm/ adjective not yielding; 
rm. 


l @ see INFLEXIBLE 2. 


up adverb 1 towards or in higher place or place 
regarded as higher, e.g. the north, a capital. 2 to 
or inerect or required position. 3 in or into active 
condition. 4 in stronger position. 5 (+ to, till, etc.) 
to specified place, person, or time. 6 higher in 
price. 7 completely. 8 completed. 9 into compact, 
accumulated, or secure state. 10 having risen. 
11 happening, esp. unusually. @ preposition 1 


unwell | uphold 


upwards and along, through, or into. 2 at higher 
part of. @ adjective directed upwards. e noun 
spell of good fortune. © verb (-pp-) 1 colloquial 
start (abruptly or unexpectedly) to speak or act. 
2 raise. o on the up (and up) colloquial steadily 
improving. up against 1 close to. 2 in(to) contact 
with. 3 colloquial confronted with. up and about 
(or doing) having risen from bed; active. 
up-and-coming colloquial (of person) promis- 
ing, progressing. up and down 1 to and fro 
(along). 2 in every direction. 3 colloquial in 
varying health or spirits. up for available for or 
standing for (sale, office, etc.). upstate US (in, to, 
or of) provincial, esp. northern, part of a state. 
upstream © adverb against flow of stream etc. 
@ adjective moving upstream. up to 1 until. 2 
below or equal to. 3 incumbent on. 4 capable of. 
5 occupied or busy with. up to date see DATE’. 
uptown JUS (in, into, or of) residential part of 
town or city. upwind in the direction from which 
the wind is blowing. 


upbeat noun Music unaccented beat. @ adjective 
colloquial optimistic, cheerful. 


upbraid /ap'breid/ verb (often + with, for) chide, 
reproach. 

upbringing noun child’s rearing. 

n breeding, bringing up, care, education, 

instruction, nurture, raising, rearing, teaching, 

training. 


up-country /ap'‘kantri/ adjective & adverb 
inland. 

update verb /ap'deit/ (-ting) bring up to date. 
@ noun /‘apdert/ 1 updating. 2 updated informa- 
tion etc. 


| n verb amend, correct, modernize, review, revise. 


up-end /ap'end/ verb set or rise up on end. 

upfront /ap'frant/ colloquial adverb (usually up 
front) 1 at the front; in front. 2 (of payments) in 
advance. © adjective 1 honest, frank, direct. 2 (of 
payments) made in advance. 


upgrade /ap'greid/ verb (-ding) 1 raise in rank 
etc. 2 improve (equipment etc.). 


| n 2 enhance, expand, improve. 


upheaval /ap'hi:v(ə)l/ noun sudden esp. violent 
change or disturbance. 


u chaos, commotion, confusion, disorder, 
disruption, disturbance, revolution, to-do, 
turmoil. 


uphill adverb /ap'hil/ up a slope. @ adjective 
/‘aphil/ 4 sloping up; ascending. 2 arduous. 

n adjective 2 arduous, difficult, exhausting, 

gruelling, hard, laborious, stiff, strenuous, taxing, 

tough. 


uphold /ap'hauld/ verb (past & past participle 
upheld) 1 support. 2 maintain, confirm. O up- 
holder noun. 


m back, champion, confirm, defend, endorse, 
maintain, preserve, protect, stand by, support, 
sustain. 


upholster | urban 


upholster /ap‘haulste/ verb provide (furniture) 
with upholstery. o upholsterer noun. 

upholstery noun 1 covering, padding, springs, 
etc. for furniture. 2 upholsterer’s work. 

upkeep noun 1 maintenance in good condition. 
2 cost or means of this. 


m 1 care, conservation, keep, maintenance, 
| operation, preservation, running. 


upland /‘aplend/ oun (usually in plural) higher 
parts of country. © adjective of these parts. 

uplift verb /ap'lift/ 1 raise. 2 (esp as uplifting 
adjective) elevate morally or emotionally. © noun 
/'aplift/ 1 elevating influence. 2 support for 
breasts etc. 

a verb 2 (uplifting) civilizing, edifying, 

educational, enlightening, ennobling, enriching, 

humanizing, improving, spiritual. 


upmarket /ap'ma:kit/ adjective & adverb of or 
to more expensive sector of market. 


upon /a'pon/ preposition on. 


USAGE Upon is usually more formal than on, but 
it is standard in once upon a time and upon my 
word. 


upper /'apə/ adjective 1 higher in place; situated 
above. 2 superior in rank etc. @ noun part of shoe 
or boot above sole. 0 on one’s uppers colloquial 
extremely short of money. upper case capital 
letters. upper class highest class of society, esp. 
the aristocracy. upper crust colloquial the aris- 
tocracy. upper-crust colloquial of or relating to 
the aristocracy. upper-cut hit upwards with arm 
bent. the upper hand dominance, control. 

a adjective 1 elevated, higher, raised, superior, 

upstairs. 2 see SUPERIOR adjective 1. 


uppermost adjective 1 highest. 2 predominant. 
@ adverb on or to the top. 


m adjective 1 highest, loftiest, supreme, top, 
topmost. 


uppity /'apıtt/ adjective (also uppish) colloquial 
self-assertive, arrogant. 

upright /‘aprait/ adjective 1 erect, vertical. 2 (of 
piano) with vertical strings. 3 honourable, 
honest. © moun 1 upright post or rod, esp. as 
structural support. 2 upright piano. o upright- 
ness noun. 

a adjective 1 erect, on end, perpendicular, 

vertical. 3 conscientious, fair, good, high-minded, 

honest, honourable, incorruptible, just, moral, 

principled, righteous, colloquial straight, true, 

trustworthy, upstanding, virtuous. © noun 41 

column, pole, post, vertical. 


uprising noun insurrection. 


uproar noun tumult, violent disturbance. 

m bediam, brawling, chaos, clamour, commotion, 
confusion, din, disorder, disturbance, furore, 
hubbub, hullabaloo, noise, outburst, outcry, 
pandemonium, racket, riot, colloquial row, 
colloquial ructions, colloquial rumpus, tumult, 
turbulence, turmoil. 


uproarious /ap'ra:ries/ adjective 1 very noisy. 
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2 provoking loud laughter; very funny. o up- 
roariously adverb. 
uproot /ap'ru:t/ verb 1 pull (plant etc.) up from 
ground. 2 eradicate. 3 displace (person). 
u 1, 2 literary deracinate, destroy, eliminate, 
eradicate, extirpate, get rid of, grub up, pull up, 
remove, root out, tear up, weed out. 


upset verb /ap'set/ (-tt-; past & past participle 
upset) 1 overturn. 2 disturb temper, digestion, 
or composure of. 3 disrupt. 4 defeat. onoun 
['apset/ 1 disturbance. 2 surprising result. 
© adjective /ap'set, 'ap-/ disturbed. 
a verb 1 capsize, destabilize, overturn, spill, tip 
over, topple. 2 agitate, alarm, annoy, disconcert, 
dismay, distress, disturb, excite, fluster, frighten, 
grieve, irritate, offend, perturb, rub up the wrong 
way, ruffle, scare, unnerve, worry. 3 affect, alter, 
change, confuse, disorganize, disrupt, hinder, 
interfere with, interrupt, spoil. 4 defeat, overthrow, 
topple, literary vanquish. 


upshot noun outcome, conclusion. 

upside down /apsaid 'daun/ adverb & adjective 
1 with upper and lower parts reversed; inverted. 
2 in(to) total disorder. 


a 1 inverted, topsy-turvy, upturned, wrong way up. 


upstage /ap'sted3/ adjective & adverb nearer 

back of theatre stage. © verb (-ging) 1 move 
upstage to make (another actor) face away from 
audience. 2 divert attention from (person) to 
oneself, 


upstairs adverb /ap'steaz/ to or on an upper 
floor. @ adjective /'apsteoz/ situated upstairs. 
@ noun /ap'steez/ upper floor. 

upstanding /ap'steendm/ adjective 1 standing 
up. 2 strong and healthy. 3 honest. 

upstart noun newly successful, esp. arrogant, 
person. @ adjective 1 that is an upstart. 2 of 
upstarts. 


u noun social climber, colloquial usually 
derogatory yuppie. 


upsurge noun upward surge. 


upswept adjective (of hair) combed to top of 
ead. 


upswing noun upward movement or trend. 

uptake noun 1 (esp. in phrases quick or slow on 
the uptake) colloquial understanding. 2 taking 
up (of offer etc.). 

uptight /ap'tart/ adjective colloquial 1 nervously 
tense; angry. 2 US rigidly conventional. 

upturn noun /‘apta:n/ upward trend, improve- 
ment. © verb /ap'ta:n/ turn up or upside down. 

upward /'apwəd/ adverb (also upwards) 
towards what is higher, more important, etc. 


@adjective moving or extending upwards. 
o upwardly adverb. 


m adjective ascending, going up, rising, uphill. 


uranium /jo'remiam/ noun radioactive heavy 
grey metallic element, capable of nuclear fission 
and used as source of nuclear energy. 


urban /'s:ban/ adjective of, living in, or situated 
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in city or town. o urban guerrilla terrorist oper- 
ating in urban area. 


| a built-up, metropolitan, suburban. 


urbane /3:'bem/ adjective suave; elegant. 
ourbanity /-'been-/ noun. 


urbanize /'3:bənarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) make urban, esp. by destroying rural 
quality of (district). o urbanization noun. 


urchin /'3:tSm/ noun 1 mischievous, esp. ragged, 
child. 2 sea urchin. 

Urdu /‘vadu:/ noun Persian-influenced language 
related to Hindi, used esp. in Pakistan. 


urea /jua'ri:a/ noun soluble nitrogenous com- 
pound contained esp. in urine. 


ureter /juo'ri:ta/ moun duct carrying urine from 
kidney to bladder. 


urethra /jua'ri:6ra/ noun (plural -s) duct carry- 
ing urine from bladder. 


urge /3:d3/ verb (-ging) 1 (often + on) drive for- 
cibly; hasten. 2 entreat or exhort earnestly or 
persistently. 3 (often + on, upon) advocate 
(action, argument, etc.) emphatically. © noun 1 
urging impulse or tendency. 2 strong desire. 
u verb 1 accelerate, compel, drive, egg on, force, 
goad, hasten, impel, incite, induce, move on, prod, 
prompt, propel, push, spur, stimulate. 2 appeal to, 
beg, beseech, chivvy, encourage, entreat, exhort, 
implore, importune, invite, nag, persuade, plead 
with, press, solicit. 3 advise, advocate, counsel, 
recommend. © noun 1 compulsion, drive, 
impetus, impulse, inclination, instinct, pressure. 2 
craving, desire, eagerness, hunger, itch, longing, 
thirst, wish, yearning, colloquial yen. 


urgent /'3:d3(a)nt/ adjective 1 requiring imme- 
diate action or attention. 2 importunate. 
u urgency noun. urgently adverb. 
a 1 acute, compelling, dire, essential, exigent, 
high-priority, immediate, imperative, important, 
inescapable, instant, necessary, pressing, 
top-priority, unavoidable. 2 eager, earnest, 
forceful, importunate, insistent, persistent, 
persuasive, solicitous. 


uric acid /‘joartk/ noun constituent of urine. 

urinal /juo'ram(e)1/ noun place or receptacle for 
urinating by men. 

urinary /‘juermert/ adjective of or relating to 
urine. 

urinate /‘juormett/ verb (-ting) discharge urine. 
o urination noun. 

urine /‘juarm/ noun waste fluid secreted by 
kidneys and discharged from bladder. 


urn noun 1 vase with foot, used esp. for ashes of 
the dead. 2 large vessel with tap, in which tea etc. 
is made or kept hot. 


urology /jua'roled31/ noun study of the urinary 
system. o urological /-ra'‘lod3-/ adjective. 


ursine /'3:sam/ adjective of or like a bear. 
US abbreviation United States. 


us /as, as/ pronoun 1 used by speaker or writer to 
refer to himself or herself and one or more others 


urbane | usher 


as object of verb. 2 used for me' by Sovereign in 
formal contexts or by editorial writer in news- 
Paper. 3 colloquial we. 


USA abbreviation United States of America. 


usable /‘ju:zab(e)l/ adjective that can be used. 
m acceptable, current, functional, functioning, 
operating, operational, serviceable, valid, working. 


USAF abbreviation United States Air Force. 


usage ['ju:sid3/ noun 1 use; treatment. 2 custom- 
ary practice; established use (esp. of language). 


use verb /ju:z/ (using) 1 cause to act or serve for 
purpose; bring into service. 2 treat in specified 
way. 3 exploit for one’s own ends. 4 (as used 
adjective) second-hand. © noun /ju:s/ 1 using, 
being used. 2 right or power of using. 3 benefit, 
advantage. 4 purpose. 5 custom, usage. din use 
being used. make use of 1 use. 2 benefit from. 
used to /ju:st/ @ adjective accustomed to. © verb 
used before other verb to describe habitual action 
(e.g. I used to live here). use up 1 consume. 2 find 
use for (leftovers etc.). 


USAGE The usual negative and question forms 
of used to are, for example, You didn’t use to go 
there and Did you use to go there? Both are, 
however, rather informal, soit is better informal 
language to use You used not to go there and a 
different expression such as Wereyou in the habit 
of going there? or Did you go there when you lived 
in London? 

m verb 1 administer, apply, employ, exercise, 
handle, make use of, operate, put to use, utilize, 
wield, work. 3 see EXPLOIT verb 2. 4 (used) cast-off, 
hand-me-down, second-hand. @ noun 1 
application, employment, usage. 3 advantage, 
benefit, service, utility. 4 advantage, benefit, 
necessity, need, point, profit, purpose, usefulness, 
value, worth. o use up 1 consume, drink, eat, 
exhaust, expend, spend, waste. 


useful adjective 1 that can be used to advantage; 
helpful, beneficial. 2 colloquial creditable, effi- 
cient. o usefully adverb. usefulness noun. 
u 1 advantageous, beneficial, constructive, 
convenient, effective, good, handy, helpful, 
invaluable, positive, practical, productive, 
profitable, salutary, serviceable, utilitarian, 
valuable, worthwhile. 2 capable, competent, 
effectual, efficient, proficient, skilful, successful, 
talented. 


useless adjective1 serving no purpose; unavail- 
ing. 2 colloquial feeble, ineffectual. a uselessly 
adverb. uselessness noun. 
n 1 fruitless, futile, hopeless, ineffective, pointless, 
unavailing, unprofitable, unsuccessful, vain, 
worthless. 2 broken down, slang clapped out, 
dead, slang dud, feeble, impractical, incapable, 
incompetent, ineffective, ineffectual, inefficient, 
lazy, unhelpful, unskilful, unsuccessful, 
untalented, unusable. 


user noun 1 person whousesa thing. 2 colloquial 
drug addict. o user-friendly (of computer, pro- 
gram, etc.) easy to use. 

usher /‘aSa/ noun 1 person who shows people to 


usherette | uxorious 


their seats in cinema, church, etc. 2 doorkeeper 
of court etc. © verb 1 act as usher to. 2 (usually + 
in) announce; show in. 


usherette /aJa'ret/ moun female usher, esp. in 
cinema. 


USSR abbreviation historical Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics. 
usual /'ju:3vəl/ adjective customary; habitual. 
u asusual asis (or was) usual. o usually adverb. 
m accepted, accustomed, average, common, 
conventional, customary, everyday, expected, 
familiar, general, habitual, natural, normal, official, 
ordinary, orthodox, predictable, prevalent, 
recognized, regular, routine, standard, stock, 
traditional, typical, unexceptional, unsurprising, 
well known, widespread, wonted. 


usurer /‘ju:sere/ moun person who practises 
usury. 

usurp /ju'z3:p/ verb seize (throne, power, etc.) 
wrongfully. ousurpation § /ju:za'p-/ noun. 
usurper noun. 


u appropriate, assume, commandeer, seize, steal, 
take, take over. 


usury /'ju:3ər1/ noun 1 lending of money at inter- 
est, esp. at exorbitant or illegal rate. 2 interest at 
this rate. o usurious /ju:'zvəriəs/ adjective. 

utensil /ju:'tens(2)l/ noun implement or vessel, 
esp. for kitchen use. 

n appliance, device, gadget, implement, 

instrument, machine, tool. 


uterus /‘ju:tares/ noun (plural uteri /-rat/) 
womb. o uterine /-ram/ adjective. 


utilitarian /ju:tir'teorton/ adjective 1 designed 
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to be useful rather than attractive. 2 of utilitar- 
janism. e noun adherent of utilitarianism. 


utilitarianism noun doctrine that actions are 
justified if they are useful or benefit majority. 


utility /ju:'tdit/ noun (plural -ies) 1 usefulness, 

2 useful thing. 3 public utility. © adjective basic 
and standardized. outility room room for 
domestic appliances, e.g. washing machine, 
boiler, etc. utility vehicle vehicle serving 
various functions. 


utilize /‘ju:tilaiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 
turn to account; use. 0 utilization noun. 


utmost /‘atmoust/ adjective farthest, extreme, 
greatest. © noun the utmost point, degree, etc. 
Odo one’s utmost do all that one can. 


Utopia /ju:'təuprə/ noun imagined perfect place 
or state. o Utopian, utopian adjective. 


utter’ /'atəo/ adjective complete, absolute. 
u utterly adverb. uttermost adjective. 


utter? /‘ata/ verb 1 emit audibly. 2 express in 
words. 3 Law put (esp. forged money) into circu- 
lation. 
m 1, 2 articulate, come out with, express, 
pronounce, say, speak, talk, verbalize, vocatize, 
voice. 


utterance noun 1 uttering. 2 thing spoken. 3 
power or manner of speaking. 


UV abbreviation ultraviolet. 


uvula /‘ju:vjula/ noun (plural uvulae /-li:/) fleshy 
part of soft palate hanging above throat. o uvular 
adjective. 


uxorious /ak'so:ries/ adjective excessively fond 
of one’s wife. 


seses: See eccccccesceccccccacccususescucccccccccccccccsussusucceucusueseuscess 


V' noun (also v) (Roman numeral) 5. 
V°? abbreviation volt(s). 


v. abbreviation 1 verse. 2 versus. 3 very. 4 verb. 
5 vide. 


_ Vac noun colloquial vacation. 


vacancy /'verkənsı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 being 
vacant. 2 unoccupied post, place, etc. 


a 2job, opening, place, position, post, formal 
situation. 


vacant adjective 1 not filled or occupied. 2 not 
mentally active; showing no interest. o vacant 
possession ownership of unoccupied house etc. 
a vacantly adverb. 
u 1 abandoned, available, bare, blank, clear, 
deserted, empty, free, hollow, open, unfilled, 
uninhabited, unoccupied, unused, usable, void. 2 
absent-minded, abstracted, blank, deadpan, 
dreamy, expressionless, far-away, fatuous, 
inattentive, vacuous. 


vacate /va'kert/ verb (-ting) leave vacant; cease 
to occupy. 


u abandon, depart from, desert, evacuate, get out 
of, give up, leave, quit, withdraw from. 


vacation /va'kerf(e)n/ noun 1 fixed holiday 
period, esp. in law courts and universities. 2 US 
holiday. 3 vacating, being vacated. 


vaccinate /‘veksmeit/ verb (-ting) inoculate 
with vaccine to immunize against disease. 
o vaccination noun. 


vaccine /'veksi:n/ noun preparation used for 
inoculation, originally cowpox virus giving 
immunity to smallpox. 

vacillate /'væslert/ verb (-ting) fluctuate in 
opinion or resolution. o vacillation noun. vacil- 
lator noun. 


vacuous /'veekjuas/ adjective 1 expressionless. 
2 unintelligent. ovacuity ‘/va'kju:tti/ noun. 
vacuously adverb. 

m apathetic, blank, empty-headed, 

expressionless, inane, mindless, stupid, 

uncomprehending, unintelligent, vacant. 


vacuum /‘veekjuem/ noun (plural-s or vacua) 1 
space entirely devoid of matter. 2 space or vessel 
from which air has been completely or partly 
removed by pump etc. 3 absence of normal or 
previous content. 4(plural-s) colloquialvacuum 
cleaner. @verb colloquial clean with vacuum 
cleaner. avacuum brake brake worked by 
exhaustion of air. vacuum cleaner machine for 
removing dust etc. by suction. vacuum flask 
vessel with double wall enclosing vacuum so that 
contents remain hot or cold. vacuum-packed 
sealed after partial removal of air. vacuum tube 


Sunvsccsccesenes Su eeuccececccuseuccasesuceeueacsesucceceusssouscsescves 


tube containing near-vacuum for free passage of 


- electric current. 


a noun 1,3 emptiness, space, void. 


vagabond /'vægəbond/ noun wanderer, esp. 
idle one. @adjective wandering; having no 
settled habitation or home. 

vagary /'veigərı/ noun (plural -ies) caprice; 
eccentric act or idea. 


a caprice, fancy, fluctuation, quirk, uncertainty, 
whim; (vagaries) unpredictability. 
vagina /ve'd3ama/ noun ( plural -s or -nae /-ni:/) 


canal joining womb and vulva of female 
mammal. o vaginal adjective. 


vagrant /‘veigrant/ noun person without settled 
home or regular work. @ adjective wandering, 
roving. 0 vagrancy noun. 


a noun beggar, down-and-out, homeless person, 
itinerant, tramp, traveller, vagabond, wanderer, 
wayfarer. 


vague /veig/ adjective 1 uncertain, ill-defined. 
2 not clear-thinking: inexact. o vaguely adverb. 
vagueness noun. 
n 1 ambiguous, amorphous, blurred, broad, 
confused, diffuse, dim, equivocal, general, 
generalized, hazy, ill-defined, imprecise, 
indefinable, indefinite, indescribable, indistinct, 
inexact, loose, misty, nebulous, shadowy, 
uncertain, unclear, undefined, unrecognizable, 
unspecific, woolly. 2 absent-minded, careless, 
confused, disorganized, evasive, forgetful, 
inattentive, inexact, scatterbrained, thoughtless, 
uncertain, unsure. 


vain adjective 1 conceited. 2 empty, trivial. 3 
unavailing, useless. o in vain without result or 
success, lightly or profanely. o vainly adverb. 

m 1 arrogant, colloquial big-headed, boastful, 

colloquial cocky, conceited, egotistic(al), haughty, 

narcissistic, proud, self-important, self-satisfied, 
colloquial stuck-up, vainglorious. 3 abortive, 
fruitless, futile, ineffective, pointless, senseless, 
unavailing, unproductive, unrewarding, 
unsuccessful, useless, worthless. 


vainglory /vem'glo:r1/ noun extreme vanity, 
boastfulness. o vainglorious adjective. 


valance /‘vzlens/ noun short curtain round 
bedstead, above window, etc. 


vale noun (archaic except in placenames) valley. 
valediction /velrdikJ(e)n/ noun formal 1 
bidding farewell. 2 words used in this. oval- 
edictory adjective & noun (plural -ies). 
valence /'vellans/ noun valency. 


valency /'velənsı/ moun (plural -ies) 
combining-power of an atom measured by 


valentine | vanish 


number of hydrogen atoms it can displace or 
combine with. 

valentine /‘velentam/ noun 1 (usually an- 
onymous) letter or card sent as mark of love on 
St Valentine's Day (14 Feb.). 2 sweetheart chosen 
on that day. 

valerian /va'liarten/ noun any of various kinds 
of flowering herb. 

valet /'vælt/ moun gentleman’s personal 
servant. © verb (-t-) act as valet (to). 

valetudinarian /velitju:drneerien/ noun 


person of poor health or unduly anxious about 


health. © adjective of a valetudinarian. 


valiant /‘veljant/ adjective brave. o valiantly 


adverb. 


u bold, brave, courageous, archaic doughty, 
gallant, heroic, plucky, stalwart, stout-hearted, 
valorous. 


valid /‘velid/ adjective 1 (of reason, objection, 
etc.) sound, defensible. 2 legally acceptable; not 


yet expired. o validity /va'lid-/ noun. 

@ 1 convincing, defensible, legitimate, logical, 
sound, well founded, well grounded. 2 acceptable, 
allowed, approved, authentic, authorized, bona 
fide, current, genuine, lawful, legal, legitimate, 
Official, permissible, permitted, proper, ratified, 
rightful, suitable, usable. 


validate /'vælıdert/ verb (-ting) make valid, 


ratify. o validation noun. 
a authenticate, authorize, certify, endorse, 
legalize, legitimize, ratify. 


valise /va'li:z/ noun US small portmanteau. 


Valium /'væliəm/ noun proprietary term the 


tranquillizing drug diazepam. 


valley /‘veel1/ noun (plural -s) low area between 


hills, usually with stream or river. 


u canyon, chasm, coomb, dale, defile, dell, dingle, 


glen, gorge, US gulch, gully, hollow, ravine, 
archaic vale. 


valour /'vælə/ noun (US valor) courage, esp. in 


battle. o valorous adjective. 


| m bravery, courage, pluck. 


valuable /‘vzljuab(2)l/ adjective of great value, 
price, or worth. @ noun (usually in plural) valu- 


able thing. 
m adjective advantageous, beneficial, 
constructive, costly, dear, esteemed, expensive, 
helpful, invaluable, irreplaceable, positive, 
precious, priceless, prized, profitable, treasured, 
useful, valued, worthwhile. 
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priorities, or standards. 8 Music duration ofnote. 
9 Mathematics amount denoted by algebraic 
term. © verb (-ues, -ued, -uing) 1 estimate value 
of. 2 have high or specified opinion of. a value 
added tax tax levied on rise in value of services 
and goods at each stage of production. value 
judgement subjective estimate of worth etc. 
o valueless adjective. 

moun 1, 6 advantage, benefit, importance, merit, 
Significance, use, usefulness, utility, worth. 3 cost, 
price, worth. @ verb 1 assess, evaluate, price. 2 
appreciate, care for, cherish, esteem, have a high 
regard for, hold dear, love, prize, respect, treasure. 


valuer noun person who estimates or assesses 


values. 


valve noun 1 device controlling flow through 


pipe etc., usually allowing movement in one dir- 
ection only. 2 structure in organ etc. allowing 
flow of blood etc. in one direction only. 3 thermi- 
onic valve. 4 device to vary length of tube in 
trumpet etc. 5 half-shell of oyster, mussel, etc. 


valvular /'velvjule/ adjective 1 having valve(s). 


2 having form or function of valve. 


vamoose /va'mu:s/ verb US slang depart hur- 


riedly. ; 


vamp’ noun upper front part of boot or shoe. 


© verb 1 (often + up) repair, furbish, or make by 
patching or piecing together. 2 improvise 
musical accompaniment. 


vamp? colloquial noun woman who uses sexual 


attraction to exploit men. © verb allure or exploit 
(man). 


vampire /'væmparə/ noun 1 supposed ghost or 


reanimated corpse sucking blood of sleeping 
people. 2 person who preys on others. 3 (in full 
vampire bat) bloodsucking bat. 


van!' noun covered vehicle or closed railway 


truck for transporting goods etc. 


van? noun 1 vanguard. 2 forefront. 
vanadium /va'neidiem/ noun hard grey metal- 


lic element used to strengthen steel. 


vandal /'vænd(ə)l/ noun person who wilfully 


or maliciously damages property. o vandalism 
noun. 


| m delinquent, hooligan, ruffian, troublemaker. 


vandalize /'vændəlarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 


-sing) destroy or damage wilfully or maliciously 
(esp. public property). 


vane noun 1 weather vane. 2 blade of windmill, 


ship’s propeller, etc. 


vanguard /'vænga:d/ noun 1 foremost part of 
advancing army etc. 2 leaders of movement etc. 

vanilla /vənlə/ noun 1 tropical fragrant 
climbing orchid. 2 extract of its fruit 
(vanilla-pod), or synthetic substitute, used as 
flavouring. 

vanish /‘vent{/ verb 1 disappear. 2 cease to 
exist. O vanishing point point at which receding 
parallel lines appear to meet. 

m die out, disappear, disperse, dissolve, 

evaporate, fade, go away, melt away. 


valuation /velju'ers(e)n/ noun 1 estimation 
(esp. by professional valuer) of thing’s worth. 2 
estimated value. 


value /‘vzlju:/ noun 1 worth, desirability, or 
qualities on which these depend. 2 worth as 
estimated. 3 amount for which thing can be 
exchanged in open market. 4 equivalent of thing. 
5 (in full value for money) something well worth 
money spent. 6 ability of thing to serve a purpose 
or cause an effect. 7 (in plural) one’s principles, 
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vanity /'vænıtı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 conceit 
about one’s attainments or appearance. 2 futil- 
ity; unreal thing. o vanity bag, case woman’s 
make-up bag or case. 

u 1 arrogance, colloquial big-headedness, 

conceit, egotism, narcissism, pride, self-esteem. 


vanquish /'veykw1J/ verb literary conquer, 
overcome. 

vantage /‘va:ntid3/ noun 1 (also vantage-point) 
place giving good view. 2 advantage, esp. in 
tennis. 

vapid /'vepid/ adjective insipid, dull, flat. 
o vapidity /ve'pid-/ noun. 

vapor US = vapour. 

vaporize /'verpərarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) change into vapour. o vaporization noun. 


| m dry up, evaporate. 


vaporizer /‘verperaize/ noun device that vapor- 
izes substances. 


vaporous /'verpərəs/ adjective in the form of or 
consisting of vapour. 


vapour /‘verpa/ noun (US vapor) 1 moisture or 
other substance diffused or suspended in air, e.g. 
mist, smoke. 2 gaseous form of substance. 
a vapour trail trail of condensed water from air- 
craft etc. 


m 1 exhalation, fog, fumes, haze, archaic miasma, 
mist, smoke, steam. 2 gas. 


variable /'veortab(e)l/ adjective 1 changeable, 
adaptable. 2 apt to vary; not constant. 3 Math- 
ematics (of quantity) indeterminate; able to 
assume different numerical values. @ noun 
variable thing or quantity. o variability noun. 
u adjective 1 adaptable, changeable. 2 capricious, 
changeable, erratic, fickle, fitful, fluctuating, fluid, 
inconsistent, inconstant, mercurial, literary 
mutable, protean, shifting, temperamental, 
uncertain, unpredictable, unreliable, unstable, 
unsteady, colloquial up and down, vacillating, 
varying, volatile, wavering. 


variance /'veertens/ noun 1 (usually after at) 
difference of opinion; dispute. 2 discrepancy. 

variant adjective 1 differing in form or details 
from standard. 2 having different forms. © noun 
variant form, spelling, type, etc. 

variation /veorr'ers(e)n/ noun 1 varying; depar- 
ture from normal kind, standard, type, etc. 2 
extent of this. 3 thing that varies from type. 4 
Music theme in changed or elaborated form. 

u 1, 2 alteration, change, conversion, deviation, 

difference, discrepancy, diversification, diversity, 

elaboration, modification, permutation, variety. 3 

variant, variety, version. 


varicose /‘veertkaus/ adjective (esp. of vein etc.) 
permanently and abnormally dilated. 

variegated /'veorigertid/ adjective 1 with 
irregular patches of different colours. 2 having 
leaves of two or more colours. o variegation 
noun. 


variety /və'rarətı/ noun (plural-ies) 1 diversity; 


vanity | Vatican 


absence of uniformity. 2 collection of different 
things. 3 class of things differing from rest in 
same general class. 4 member of such class. 5 (+ 
of) different form of thing, quality, etc. 6 Biology 
subdivision of species. 7 series of dances, songs, 
comedy acts, etc. 

m 1 change, difference, diversity, unpredictability, 
variation. 2 array, assortment, blend, collection, 
combination, jumble, medley, miscellany, mixture, 
multiplicity. 3, 4 brand, breed, category, class, 
form, kind, make, sort, species, strain, type. 


various /'veərrəs/ adjective 1 different, diverse. 
2 several. o variously adverb. 


USAGE Various (unlike several) is nota pronoun 
and therefore cannot be used with of, as in 
Various of the guests arrived late. 

m 1 assorted, contrasting, different, differing, 
dissimilar, diverse, heterogeneous, 
miscellaneous, mixed, motley, varied, varying. 2 
multifarious, several, sundry. 


varnish /‘va:n1J/ noun resinous solution used to 
give hard shiny transparent coating. © verb 1 
coat with varnish. 2 conceal with deceptively 
attractive appearance. 

varsity /'va:sıtı/ noun (plural -ies) colloquial 
university. 

vary /'veərı/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 be or become dif- 
ferent; be of different kinds. 2 modify, diversify. 
o varied adjective. varying adjective. 

m 1 change, deviate, differ, fluctuate, go up and 

down, vacillate. 2 adapt, adjust, alter, convert, 

modify, reset, switch, transform, upset. o varied, 

varying see VARIOUS 1. 


vascular /'veskjule/ adjective of or containing 
vessels for conveying blood, sap, etc. 

vas deferens /ves 'defərenz/ noun (plural 
vasa deferentia /versə defe'rensia/) sperm duct 
of testicle. 

vase /va:z/ noun vessel used as ornament or con- 
tainer for flowers. 

vasectomy /va'sektomt/ noun (plural -ies) 
removal of part of each vas deferens, esp. for 
sterilization. 

Vaseline /‘veesili:n/ noun proprietary term type 
of petroleum jelly used as ointment etc. 

vassal /'væs(ə)l/ noun 1 humble dependant. 2 
historical holder of land by feudal tenure. o vas- 
salage noun, 

vast /va:st/ adjective immense, huge. o vastly 
adverb. vastness noun. 

m big, boundless, broad, colossal, enormous, 

extensive, gigantic, great, huge, immeasurable, 

immense, infinite, interminable, large, limitless, 

mammoth, massive, measureless, monumental, 

never-ending, titanic, colloquial tremendous, 

unbounded, unlimited, voluminous, wide. 


VAT abbreviation value added tax. 

vat noun tank, esp. for holding liquids in 
brewing, dyeing, and tanning. 

Vatican /‘vetiken/ noun palace or government 
of Pope in Rome. 


vaudeville | venerable 


vaudeville /'‘vo:devil/ noun esp. US variety 
entertainment. 

vault /vo:lt/ noun 4 arched roof. 2 vaultlike 
covering. 3 underground room as place of 
storage. 4 underground burial chamber. 5 act of 
vaulting. @verb 1 leap or spring, esp. using 
hands or pole. 2 spring over in this way. 3 (esp. 
as vaulted adjective) make in form of vault. 4 
(esp. as vaulted adjective) provide with vault(s). 

u noun 3, 4 basement, cavern, cellar, crypt, 

undercroft. © verb 1 bound, clear, hurdle, jump, 

leap, leapfrog, spring. 


vaunt /vo:nt/ verb & noun literary boast. 
VC abbreviation Victoria Cross. 

VCR abbreviation video cassette recorder. 
VD abbreviation venereal disease. 

VDU abbreviation visual display unit. 
veal noun calf's flesh as food. 


vector /‘vekta/ noun 1 Mathematics & Physics 
quantity having both magnitude and direction. 
2 carrier of disease. 

veer /via/ verb 1 change direction, esp. (of wind) 
clockwise. 2 change in opinion, course, etc. 

m change direction, dodge, shift, swerve, tack, 

turn, wheel. 


vegan /'vi:gan/ noun person who does not eat 
animals or animal products. © adjective using or 
containing no animal products. 


vegetable /‘ved3tab(s)l/ noun plant, esp. edible 
herbaceous plant. © adjective of, derived from, or 
relating to plant life or vegetables as food. 


vegetarian /ved3r'tearten/ noun person who 
does not eat meat or fish. @ adjective excluding 
animal food, esp. meat. o vegetarianism noun. 

vegetate /‘vedsiteit/ verb (-ting) 1 lead dull 
monotonous life. 2 grow as plants do. 

E 1 be inactive, do nothing, go to seed, idle, lose 

interest, stagnate. 


vegetation /ved3r'te1s(a)n/ noun plants collect- 
ively; plant life. 


l u flora, greenery, plants. 


vegetative /'vedsttatrv/ adjective 1 concerned 
with growth and development rather than sexual 
reproduction. 2 of vegetation. 


vehement /‘vi:ament/ adjective showing or 
caused by strong feeling: ardent. o vehemence 
noun. vehemently adverb. 

m animated, ardent, eager, enthusiastic, excited, 

fervent, fierce, forceful, heated, impassioned, 

intense, passionate, powerful, strong, vigorous, 

violent. 


vehicle /'vi:1k(2)l/ noun 1 conveyance used on 
land or in space. 2 thing or person as medium 
for thought, feeling, or action. 3 liquid etc. as 
medium for suspending pigments, drugs, etc. 
o vehicular /vi'hikjula/ adjective. 


veil /veil/ noun 1 piece of usually transparent 
material attached to woman's hat or otherwise 
forming part of headdress, esp. to conceal or 
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protect face. 2 piece of linen etc. as part of nun's 
headdress. 3 thing that hides or disguises. © verb 
1 cover with veil. 2 (esp. as veiled adjective) 
partly conceal. o beyond the veil in the un- 
known siate of life after death. draw a veil over 
avoid discussing. take the veil become nun. 

a verb camouflage, cloak, conceal, cover, 
disguise, hide, mask, shroud. 


vein /vem/ noun 1 any of tubes carrying blood to 
heart. 2 (in general use) any blood vessel. 3 rib 
of leaf or insect’s wing. 4 streak of different 
colour in wood, marble, cheese, etc. 5 fissure in 
rock filled with ore. 6 specified character or ten- 
dency; mood. o veined adjective. 


5 bed, course, deposit, line, lode, seam, stratum. 
| 6 see moop' 1. 


Velcro /‘velkrau/ noun proprietary term fastener 
consisting of two strips of fabric which cling 
when pressed together. 


veld /velt/ noun (also veldt) South African open 
country. 


veleta /va'li:ta/ noun ballroom dance in triple 
time. ; 

vellum /'veləm/ noun 1 fine parchment, origin- 
ally calfskin. 2 manuscript on this. 3 smooth 
writing paper imitating vellum. 


velociraptor /vrlosirepte/ noun small car- 
nivorous dinosaur with short front legs. 


velocity /vrlositt/ noun ( plural-ies) speed, esp. 
of inanimate things. 


velour /va'lue/ noun (also velours same 
pronunciation) plushlike fabric. 


velvet /‘velvit/ noun 1 soft fabric with thick 
short pile on one side. 2 furry skin on growing 
antler. -© adjective of, like, or soft as velvet. a on 
velvet in advantageous or prosperous position. 
velvet glove outward gentleness cloaking firm- 
ness or inflexibility. o velvety adjective. 


velveteen /velvrti:n/ noun cotton fabric with 
pile like velvet. 


Ven. abbreviation Venerable. 


venal ['vin(9)l/ adjective 1 able to be bribed. 2 
involving bribery; corrupt. o venality /-'nzl-/ 
noun. 


USAGE Venal is sometimes confused with 
venial. 


vend verb offer (esp. small wares) for sale. 
O vending machine slot machine selling small 
items. o vendor noun. 


vendetta /ven'deta/ noun 1 blood feud. 2 pro- 
longed bitter quarrel. 


veneer /vr'nta/ noun 1 thin covering of fine 
wood. 2 (often + of) deceptively pleasing appear- 
ance. © verb apply veneer to (wood etc.). 
a noun 1 coating, covering, finish, layer, surface. 
@ verb see covER verb 1. 


venerable /'venərəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 entitled to 
deep respect on account of age, character, etc. 2 
title of archdeacon. a venerability /-'brlitt/ noun. 


a 1 aged, ancient, august, dignified, esteemed, 
estimable, honourable, honoured, old, 
respectable, respected, revered, reverenced, 
venerated, worshipped, worthy. 


venerate /'venoreit/ verb (-ting) regard with 
deep respect. o veneration noun. 


m adore, esteem, hero-worship, honour, idolize, 
look up to, pay homage to, respect, revere, 
reverence, worship. 


venereal /vi'niartal/ adjective 1 of sexual desire 
or intercourse. 2 of venereal disease. 0 venereal 
disease disease contracted by sexual inter- 
course with infected person. 


Venetian /vi'ni:S(e)n/ noun native, citizen, or 
dialect of Venice. @ adjective of Venice. o ven- 
etian blind window-blind of adjustable horizon- 
tal slats. 


vengeance #/'vend3(a)ns/ moun punishment 
inflicted for wrong to oneself or to one’s cause. 
Owith a vengeance to extreme degree; thor- 
oughly, violently. 


m reprisal, retaliation, retribution, revenge, tit for 
| tat. 


vengeful /‘vendsful/ adjective seeking ven- 
geance; vindictive. o vengefulness noun. 

a avenging, bitter, rancorous, revengeful, spiteful, 

unforgiving, vindictive. 


venial /‘vi:ntel/ adjective (of sin or fault) pardon- 
able, not mortal. o veniality /-‘zl-/ noun. 


USAGE Venial is sometimes confused with 
venal. 


venison /‘vents(2)n/ noun deer’s flesh as food. 


Venn diagram noun diagram using overlap- 
ping and intersecting circles etc. to show rela- 
tionships between mathematical sets. 


venom /'venam/ noun 1 poisonous fluid of esp. 
snakes. 2 malignity; virulence of feeling, lan- 
guage, or conduct. o venomous adjective. ven- 
omously adverb. 


m 1 poison, toxin. o venomous deadly, lethal, 
poisonous, toxic. 


venous /‘vi:nas/ adjective of, full of, or contained 
in veins. 


vent! noun 1 opening for passage of air etc. 2 
outlet; free expression. 3 anus, esp. of lower 
animal. © verb give vent or free expression to. 

m noun 1 aperture, cut, duct, gap, hole, opening, 

orifice, outlet, passage, slit, slot, split. @ verb 

articulate, express, give vent to, make known, 
release, utter, ventilate, voice. 


vent? noun slit in garment, esp. in back of jacket. 


ventilate /‘ventilert/ verb (-ting) 1 cause air to 
circulate freely in (room etc.). 2 air (question, 
grievance, etc.). o ventilation noun. 


| a 1 aerate, air, freshen, oxygenate. 


ventilator noun 1 appliance or aperture for 
ventilating room etc. 2 apparatus for main- 
taining artifical respiration. 


venerate | verdant 


ventral /'ventr(ə)l/ adjective of or on abdomen. 
ventricle /‘ventrik(e)l/ noun 1 cavity in body. 2 
hollow part of organ, esp. brain or heart. 


ventricular /ven'trikjule/ adjective of or shaped 
like ventricle. 


ventriloquism /ven'trilekwiz(e)m/ noun skill 
of speaking without moving the lips. o ventrilo- 
quist noun. 


venture /'ventfə/ noun 1 risky undertaking. 2 
commercial speculation. © verb (-ring) 1 dare; 
not be afraid. 2 dare to go. 3 dare to make or put 
forward. 4 expose to risk; stake. 5 take risks. 
o Venture Scout senior Scout. 

u noun enterprise, experiment, gamble, risk, 

speculation, undertaking. © verb 1 see ATTEMPT 

verb 1, PRESUME 2. 3 advance, dare, proffer, put 
forward. 4, 5 bet, colloquial chance, dare, gamble, 
tisk, speculate, stake, wager. 


venturesome adjective disposed to take risks. 


u adventurous, bold, courageous, daring, archaic 
doughty, fearless, intrepid. 


venue /‘venju:/ noun appointed place for match, 
meeting, concert, etc. 


| a location, meeting place, rendezvous. 


Venus fly-trap /'vi:nes/ noun insectivorous 
plant. 

veracious /və'rerfəs/ adjective formal truthful, 
true. o veracity /-'rees-/ noun. 

veranda /va'rzenda/ noun (sometimes partly 
covered) platform along side of house. 


verb noun word used to indicate action, event, 
state, or change (see panel). 


verbal adjective 1 of words. 2 oral; not written. 
3 of a verb. 4 (of translation) literal. u verbally 
adverb. 

m 1 lexical, linguistic. 2 oral, said, spoken, 

unwritten, vocal, word of mouth. 


verbalize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) put 
into words. 


verbatim /v3:'bertm/ adverb & adjective in 
exactly the same words. 


u adjective exact, faithful, literal, precise, word for 
word. 


verbena /v3:'bi:na/ noun (plural same) plant of 
genus of herbs and small shrubs with fragrant 
flowers. 

verbiage /‘vs:bud3/ noun derogatory unneces- 
sary number of words. 


verbose /vs:'baus/ adjective using more words 
than are needed. o verbosity /-'bos-/ noun. 
m diffuse, garrulous, long-winded, loquacious, 
prolix, rambling, repetitious, talkative, voluble, 
wordy. o verbosity beating about the bush, 
circumlocution, diffuseness, garrulity, 
long-windedness, loquacity, periphrasis, prolixity, 
repetition, derogatory verbiage, wordiness. 


verdant /'vs:d(e)nt/ adjective (of grass, field, 
etc.) green, lush. a verdancy nour. 


verdict | vernal 


verdict /‘vs:dikt/ noun 1 decision of jury. 2 
decision, judgement. l 

m adjudication, assessment, conclusion, 

decision, finding, judgement, opinion. 


verdigris /‘vs:digri:/ noun greenish-blue sub- 
stance that forms on copper or brass. 


verdure /'v3:dja/ noun literary green vegetation 
or its colour. 

verge' noun 1 edge, border; brink. 2 strip of land 
at side of road etc., usually covered in grass. 


u 1 bank, border, boundary, brim, brink, edge, lip, 
| margin, side, threshold. 


verge? verb (-ging) 1 (+ on) border on. 2 incline 
downwards or in specified direction. 


verger /'v3:d3ə/ noun 1 caretaker and attendant 
in church. 2 officer carrying staff before digni- 
taries of cathedral etc. 


verify /‘vertfat/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 establish truth 
or correctness of by examination etc. 2 fulfil, 
bear out. o verifiable adjective. verification 
/-frke1f(e)n/ noun. 
u affirm, ascertain, attest to, authenticate, bear 
out, bear witness to, check out, confirm, 
corroborate, demonstrate the truth of, establish, 
prove, show the truth of, substantiate, support, 
uphold, validate, vouch for. o verifiable 
demonstrable, provable. 


verily /‘veril/ adverb archaic truly, really. 


verisimilitude /verisi'miltju:d/ noun appear- 
ance of being true or real. 


| m authenticity, realism. 
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veritable /‘veritab(e)l/ adjective real; rightly so 
called. 

verity /‘veriti/ noun (plural -ies) 1 true state- 
ment. 2 archaic truth. 

vermicelli /vs:mrtfeli/ noun pasta in long 
slender threads. 

vermicide /'v3:mısard/ noun drug used to kill 
intestinal worms. 

vermiform /'vs:mifo:m/ adjective worm- 
shaped. o vermiform appendix small blind tube 
extending from caecum in man and some other 
mammals. 

vermilion /ve'miljan/ noun 1 brilliant scarlet 
pigment made esp. from cinnabar. 2 colour of 
this. © adjective of this colour. 

vermin /'v3:mm/ noun (usually treated as 
plural) 1 mammals and birds harmful to game, 
crops, etc. 2 parasitic worms or insects. 3 vile 
people. 


l m 1, 2 parasites, pests. 


verminous adjective of the nature of or infested 
with vermin. 

vermouth /'v3:mə9/ noun wine flavoured with 
aromatic herbs. 

vernacular /və'nækjulə/ noun 1 language or 
dialect of country. 2 language of particular class 
or group. 3 homely speech. oadjective (of 
language) of one’s own country; not foreign or 
formal. 


u adjective common, everyday, indigenous, local, 
native, ordinary, popular, vulgar. 


vernal /'v3:n(ə)l/ adjective of or in spring. 


Verb 


A verb says what a person or thing does, and can describe: 


an action, e.g. run, hit 

an event, e.g. rain, happen 

a state, e.g. be, have, seem, appear 
a change, e.g. become, grow 


Verbs occur in different forms, usually in one or other of their tenses. The most common tenses 


are: 
the simple present tense: The boy walks down the road. 
the continuous present tense: The boy is walking down the road. 
the simple past tense: The boy walked down the road. 
the continuous past tense: The boy was walking down the road. 
the perfect tense: The boy has walked down the road. 
the future tense: The boy will walk down the road. 


Each of these forms is a finite verb, which means that it is ina particular tense and that it chan: 
according to the number and person of the subject, as in p ee 


Iam 
weare 


you walk 
he walks 


An infinitive is the form of a verb that usually appears with to, eg. 


to wander, to look, to sleep. 


(See also panels at PARTICIPLE, PASSIVE, TRANSITIVE VERB.) 
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vernier ['va:nte/ noun small movable scale for 
reading fractional parts of subdivisions on fixed 
scale of measuring instrument. 

veronica /va'ronika/ noun speedwell. 


verruca /va'ru:ka/ noun (plural verrucae /-si:/ 
or -s) wart or similar growth, esp. on foot. 

versatile /'vs:satatl/ adjective 1 turning easily 
or readily from one subject or occupation to 
another; skilled in many subjects or occupations. 
2 having many uses. o versatility /-'til-/ noun. 

a 1 adaptable, all-round, flexible, gifted, 

resourceful, skilful, talented. 2 all-purpose, handy, 

| multi-purpose, useful. 


verse noun 1 poetry. 2 stanza of poem or song. 3 
each of short numbered divisions of Bible. 


| a 1 poetry, rhyme. 
versed /vs:st/ adjective (+ in) experienced or 
skilled in. 
u (versed in) accomplished in, competent in, 
experienced in, expert in, knowledgeable about, 
practised in, proficient in, skilled in, trained in. 


versicle /'vs:stk(9)l/ noun short sentence, esp. 
each of series in liturgy said or sung by minister 
or priest, answered by congregation. 

versify /'va:stfa/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 turn into or 
express in verse. 2 compose verses. O versifica- 
tion /-fi'kerf(e)n/ noun. versifier noun. 


version /‘vs:S(e)n/ moun 1 account of matter 
from particular point of view. 2 particular 
edition or translation of book etc. 3 form or 
variant of thing. 

a 1 account, description, portrayal, reading, 

rendition, report, story. 2 adaptation, edition, 

interpretation, rendering, translation. 3 design, 

form, kind, mark, model, style, type, variant. 


verso /'v3:sou/ noun (plural -s) 1 left-hand page 
of open book. 2 back of printed leaf. 

versus /'v3:sas/ preposition against. 

vertebra /‘vs:tibra/ noun (plural -brae |-bri:/) 
each segment of backbone. o vertebral adjective. 

vertebrate /‘va:tibrat/ adjective having back- 
bone. © noun vertebrate animal. 

vertex /'va:teks/ noun (plural -tices /-ttsi:z/ or 
-texes) 1 highest point; top, apex. 2 meeting- 
point of lines that form angle. 

vertical /'vs:trk(ə)l/ adjective 1 at right angles 
to horizontal plane. 2 in direction from top to 
bottom of picture etc. 3 of or at vertex. © noun 
vertical line or plane. o vertical take-off take-off 
ofaircraft directly upwards. o vertically adverb. 


m adjective 1 erect, perpendicular, precipitous, 
sheer, upright. 


vertiginous /vs:'tidsmes/ adjective of or caus- 
ing vertigo. 
vertigo /‘va:tigau/ noun dizziness. 


| u dizziness, giddiness, light-headedness. 

vervain /‘v3:vem/ noun any of several verbenas, 
esp. one with small blue, white, or purple 
flowers. 


vernier | veterinary 


verve noun enthusiasm, energy, vigour. 


very /‘ver1/ adverb 1 in high degree. 2 (+ own or 
superlative adjective) in fullest sense. @ adjective 
real; properly so called etc. a very good, well 
formula of consent or approval. very high fre- 
quency 30-300 megahertz (in radio). Very Rever- 
end title of dean. 
m adverb 1 acutely, enormously, especially, 
exceedingly, extremely, greatly, highly, colloquial 
jolly, most, noticeably, outstandingly, particularly, 
really, remarkably, colloquial terribly, truly, 
uncommonly, unusually. 


vesicle /'vesık(ə)l/ moun small bladder, blister, 
or bubble. 

vespers /‘vespaz/ plural noun evening church’ 
service. == 

vessel /'ves(ə)l/ noun 1 hollow receptacle, esp. 
for liquid. 2 ship or boat, esp. large one. 3 duct or 
canal holding or conveying blood, sap, etc. 


| m 1 see CONTAINER 1. 2 barque, boat, craft, ship. 


vest noun 1 undergarment worn on upper part 
of body. 2 US & Australian waistcoat. @ verb 1 (+ 
with) bestow (powers, authority, etc.) on. 2 (+ 
in) confer (property or power) on (person) with 
immediate fixed right of future possession. 
o vested interest 1 personal interest in state of 
affairs, usually with expectation of gain. 2 Law 
interest (usually in land or money held in trust) 
recognized as belonging to person. 

vestal virgin /'vest(ə)l/ noun virgin conse- 
crated to Vesta, Roman goddess of hearth and 
home, and vowed to chastity. 

vestibule /'‘vestibju:l/ noun lobby, entrance 
hall. 

vestige /'vestid3/ noun 1 trace, evidence. 2 
slight amount, particle. 3 Biology part or organ 
now atrophied that was well developed in 
ancestors. o vestigial /-'tid3rel/ adjective. 

vestment /'vestmənt/ noun ceremonial 
garment worn by priest etc. 

vestry /‘vestri/ noun (plural -les) room or part 
of church for keeping vestments etc. in. 

vet noun colloquial veterinary surgeon. @ verb 
(-tt-) make careful and critical examination of 
(scheme, work, candidate, etc.). 


u verb colloquial check out, examine, investigate, 
| review, scrutinize. 


vetch noun plant of pea family largely used for 
fodder. 

veteran /'veteran/ noun 1 old soldier or 
long-serving member of any group. 2 US 
ex-serviceman or -woman. © adjective of or for 
veterans. o veteran car one made before 1905. 

um noun 4 old hand, old soldier, survivor. 2 

ex-serviceman, ex-servicewoman, old soldier. 

© adjective experienced, mature, old, practised. 


veterinarian /vetarr'nesrien/ noun formal vet- 
erinary surgeon. 

veterinary /‘vetarmari/ adjective of or for dis- 
eases and injuries of animals. O veterinary 
surgeon person qualified to treat animals. 
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veto /‘vi:tau/ noun (plural -es) 1 right to reject 
measure etc. unilaterally. 2 rejection, prohib- 
ition. © verb (-oes, -oed) 1 reject (measure etc.). 
2 forbid. 

a noun 2 ban, embargo, prohibition, proscription, 

refusal, rejection, thumbs down. © verb ban, bar, 

blackball, block, disallow, dismiss, forbid, prohibit, 

proscribe, quash, refuse, reject, rule out, say no 

to, turn down, vote against. 


vex verb 1 annoy, irritate. 2 archaic grieve, 
afflict. 

u 1 disputed aggravate, anger, annoy, bother, 

displease, exasperate, harass, irritate, provoke, 

put out, trouble, upset, worry. 


vexation /vek'sers(s)n/ noun 1 vexing, being 
vexed. 2 annoying or distressing thing. 

vexatious /vek'setJ(a)s/ adjective 1 causing 
vexation. 2 Law lacking sufficient grounds for 
action and seeking only to annoy defendant. 

vexed adjective (of question) much discussed. 

VHF abbreviation very high frequency. 

via /'vata/ preposition by way of; through. 

viable /'varab(ə)l/ adjective 1 (of plan etc.) feas- 
ible, esp. economically. 2 (esp. of foetus) capable 
of living and surviving independently. o viabil- 
ity noun. 

a 1 achievable, feasible, operable, possible, 

practicable, practical, realistic, reasonable, 

supportable, sustainable, workable. 


viaduct /‘varadakt/ noun long bridge carrying 
railway or road over valley. 


vial /‘varel/ noun small glass vessel. 

viands /‘vatendz/ plural noun formal articles of 
food. 

viaticum /varetikem/ noun (plural -ca) 
Eucharist given to dying person. $ 


vibes /varbz/ plural noun colloquial 4 vibra- 
tions, esp. feelings communicated. 2 vibraphone. 


vibrant /'varbrənt/ adjective 1 vibrating. 2 res- 
onant. 3 (often + with) thrilling. 4 (of colour) 
bright and striking. o vibrancy noun. 

@ 1 pulsating, quivering, throbbing, trembling, 

vibrating. 2 see RESONANT 1. 3 alert, alive, dynamic, 

electric, energetic, lively, living, thrilling, vivacious. 


vibraphone [‘vatbrefaun/ noun percussion 
instrument with moior-driven resonators under 
metal bars giving vibrato effect. 


vibrate /varbreit/ verb (-ting) 1 move rapidly to 
and fro. 2 (of sound) throb, resonate. 3 (+ with) 
quiver with. 4 swing to and fro; oscillate. 
O vibratory adjective. 

| 1, 3 fluctuate, judder, quake, quiver, shake, 
shiver, shudder, throb, tremble. 2 pulsate, 
resonate, reverberate, throb. 4 oscillate, swing. 


vibration noun vibrating. 2 (in plural) mental 
(esp. occult) influence. 3 (in plural) atmosphere 
or feeling communicated. 

u 1 juddering, oscillation, pulsation, quivering, 

resonance, reverberation, shaking, shivering, 

shuddering, throbbing, trembling, tremor. 
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vibrato /vrbra:təu/ noun tremulous effect in 
musical pitch. 

vibrator noun device that vibrates, esp. instru- 
ment used in massage or sexual stimulation. 


viburnum /var'b3:nem/ noun shrub with pink 
or white flowers. 

vicar /‘vike/ noun 1 incumbent of C. of E. parish 
where in former times incumbent received 
stipend rather than tithes. 2 any member of the 
clergy. 

vicarage noun vicar’s house. 

vicarious /vi'keorias/ adjective 1 experienced 
indirectly. 2 acting or done etc. for another, 3 
deputed, delegated. o vicariously adverb. 


l a 1 indirect, second-hand. 2 surrogate. 


vice' noun 1 immoral conduct. 2 particular form 
of this. 3 bad habit. o vice ring group of crim- 
inals organizing prostitution. vice squad police 
department concerned with prostitution. 
a 1, 2 badness, corruption, degeneracy, 
degradation, depravity, evil, evildoing, immorality, 
iniquity, lechery, profligacy, promiscuity, sin, 
venality, villainy, wickedness, wrongdoing. 3 bad 
habit, blemish, defect, failing, fault, flaw, foible, 
imperfection, shortcoming, weakness. 


vice? noun (US vise) clamp with two jaws for 
holding an object being worked on. 


vice-combining form person acting in place of. 
2 person next in rank to. 


vice-chancellor /vais'tfa:nsala/ noun deputy 
chancellor (esp. administrator of university). 


viceregal /vars'ri:g(ə)l/ adjective of viceroy. 


vicereine /'vatsrem/ noun 1 viceroy’s wife. 2 
woman viceroy. 


viceroy [‘vatsro1/ noun ruler on behalf of sover- 
eign in colony, province, etc. 


vice versa /vais 'va:sa/ adjective with order of 
terms changed; other way round. 


Vichy water /'vi:fi:/ noun effervescent mineral 
water from Vichy in France. 


vicinity /vi'smiti/ noun (plural -ies) 4 sur- 
rounding district. 2 (+ to) nearness to. oin the 
vicinity (of) near (to). 

u 1 area, district, environs, locale, locality, 

neighbourhood, precincts, purlieus, region, 

Military sector, territory, zone. 2 closeness, 

nearness, propinquity, proximity. 


vicious /‘vifas/ adjective 1 (of animals) 
bad-tempered, savage. 2 cruel, evil, spiteful. 
3 violent, severe: 4 corrupt. avicious circle 
self-perpetuating, harmful sequence of cause and 
effect. o viciously adverb. viciousness moun. 
a1 aggressive, bad-tempered, dangerous, 
ferocious, fierce, Savage, colloquial snappy, 
untamed, wild. 2 atrocious, bad, barbaric, 
barbarous, beastly, slang bitchy, bloodthirsty, 
brutal, callous, cruel, cutting, depraved, diabolical, 
evil, fiendish, fierce, heartless, heinous, hurtful, 
immoral, inhuman, malicious, US mean, merciless, 
monstrous, murderous, nasty, perverted, pitiless, 
rancorous, ruthless, colloquial sadistic, savage, 
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sinful, spiteful, unfeeling, venomous, vile, 
villainous, vindictive, violent, vitriolic, wicked. 3 
fierce, savage, severe, violent. 


vicissitude /vr'sisitju:d/ noun literary change, 
esp. of fortune. 

a alteration, change, flux, instability, mutability, 

mutation, shift, uncertainty, unpredictability, 

variability. 


victim  /'vriktm/ noun 1 person or thing 
destroyed or injured. 2 prey; dupe. 3 creature 
sacrificed to a god etc. 


a 1 casualty, fatality, martyr, sufferer. 2 butt, dupe, 
prey, target. 3 offering, sacrifice. 


victimize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 
single out for punishment or unfair treatment. 
2 make (person etc.) a victim. o victimization 
noun. 


a bully, cheat, discriminate against, exploit, 
intimidate, oppress, persecute, pick on, prey on, 
take advantage of, terrorize, torment, use. 


victor /'vikta/ moun conqueror; winner of 
contest. 


| a champion, conqueror, prizewinner, winner. 


Victoria Cross /vik'to:r1a/ noun highest dec- 
oration for conspicuous bravery in armed ser- 
vices. 

Victorian /vik'to:rien/ adjective 1 of time of 
Queen Victoria. 2 prudish, strict. © noun person 
of this time. 

Victoriana /vikto:rt‘a:na/ plural noun articles, 
esp. collectors’ items, of Victorian period. 

victorious /vik'to:r1es/ adjective 1 conquering, 
triumphant. 2 marked by victory. o victoriously 
adverb. 

a 1 champion, conquering, first, leading, 
prevailing, successful, top, top-scoring, 
triumphant, unbeaten, undefeated, winning. 


victory /‘vikteri/ noun (plural -ies) success in 
battle, war, or contest. 


m conquest, mastery, success, superiority, 
supremacy, triumph, walkover, win. 

victual /‘vit(a)l/ noun (usually in plural) food, 
provisions. @ verb (-ll-; US -I-) 1 supply with 
victuals. 2 lay in supply of victuals. 3 eat 
victuals. 

victualler /‘vitle/ noun (US victualer) 1 person 
who supplies victuals. 2 (in full licensed 
victualler) publican licensed to sell alcohol. 

vicuña /vrkju:no/ noun 1S. American mammal 
with fine silky wool. 2 cloth made from its wool. 
3 imitation of this. 

vide |'vi:der/ verb (in imperative) see; consult. 
[Latin] : 

videlicet /vrdeliset/ adverb that is to say; 
namely. 

video /‘vidtau/ adjective 1 relating to recording 
or reproduction of moving pictures on magnetic 
tape. 2 of broadcasting of these. e noun (plural 
-s) 1such recording or broadcasting. 2 colloquial 
video recorder. 3 film etc. recorded on videotape. 
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© verb (-oes, -oed) record on videotape. a video 
cassette cassette of videotape. video game com- 
puter game played on television screen. video 
nasty colloquial horrific or pornographic video 
film. video (cassette) recorder apparatus for 
recording and playing videotapes. 

videotape noun magnetic tape for recording 
television pictures and sound. everb (-ping) 
record on this. 


vie /var/ verb (vying) (often + with) contend, 
compete; strive for superiority. 


a compete, contend, strive, struggle. 


Vietnamese /vietna'mi:z/ adjective of Viet- 
nam. @ moun (plural same) native, national, or 
language of Vietnam. 

view /vju:/ moun 1 range of vision. 2 what is seen. 
3 scene, prospect, picture etc. of this. 4 opinion. 
5 inspection by eye or mind. © verb 1 look at; 
survey visually or mentally. 2 form mental 
impression or opinion of. 3 watch television. o in 
view of considering. on view being shown or 
exhibited. viewdata news and information 
service from computer source, connected to TV 
screen by telephone link. viewfinder part of 
camera showing field of photograph. viewpoint 
point of view. with a view to with hope or inten- 
tion of. 

a noun 1 sight, vision. 2, 3 aspect, landscape, 

outlook, panorama, perspective, picture, 

prospect, scene, scenery, seascape, sight, 

spectacle, vista. 4 attitude, belief, conviction, idea, 

judgement, notion, opinion, perception, position, ` 
thought. 5 examination, inspection, look, scrutiny, 
survey. © verb 1 literary behold, consider, 
contemplate, examine, eye, gaze at, inspect, 
observe, perceive, regard, scan, stare at, survey, 
witness. 2 see REGARD Verb 3. 3 look at, see, watch. 

u viewpoint angle, perspective, point of view, 

position, slant, standpoint. 


viewer noun 1 television-watcher, 2 device for 
looking at film transparencies etc. 

vigil /‘vid3ul/ noun 1 keeping awake during night 
etc., esp. to keep watch or pray. 2 eve of festival 
or holy day. 

vigilance noun watchfulness, caution. a vigi- 
lant adjective. 

a o vigilant alert, attentive, awake, careful, 

circumspect, eagle-eyed, observant, on one's 

guard, on one's toes, on the watch, sharp, wakeful, 

wary, watchful, wide awake. 


vigilante /vidsrlenti/ noun member of self- 
appointed group for keeping order etc. 
vignette /vi:'njet/ noun 1 short description; 
character sketch. 2 illustration not in definite 
border. 3 photograph etc. with background 
shaded off. 
vigour /‘vige/ noun (US vigor) 1 activity and 
strength of body or mind. 2 healthy growth. 3 
animation. vigorous adjective. vigorously 
adverb: 
animation, dynamism, energy, fitness, force, 
forcefulness, gusto, health, life, liveliness, might, 
potency, power, robustness, spirit, stamina, 
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strength, verve, colloquial vim, virility, vitality, 
vivacity, zeal, zest. 0 vigorous active, alive, 
animated, brisk, dynamic, energetic, fit, 
flourishing, forceful, full-blooded, colloquial full of 
beans, growing, hale and hearty, healthy, lively, 
lusty, potent, prosperous, red-blooded, robust, 
spirited, strenuous, strong, thriving, virile, vital, 
vivacious, zestful. 


Viking /‘vaikm/ noun Scandinavian raider and 
pirate of 8th-11th c. 


vile adjective 1 disgusting. 2 depraved. 3 collo- 
quial abominably bad. o vilely adverb. vileness 
noun. 
m 1 abominable, disgusting, execrable, filthy, foul, 
hateful, horrible, loathsome, nasty, nauseating, 
obnoxious, odious, offensive, repellent, 
repugnant, repulsive, revolting, sickening, ugly. 2 
base, contemptible, degenerate, depraved, 
despicable, evil, immoral, low, perverted, sinful, 
ugly, vicious, wicked. 3 see WICKED 4. 


vilify /‘vilifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) speak ill of; defame. 
o vilification noun. 

m abuse, calumniate, defame, denigrate, 
deprecate, disparage, revile, colloquial run down, 
slander, smear, speak evil of, traduce, vituperate. 


villa /‘vila/ noun 1 country house; mansion. 2 
rented holiday home, esp. abroad. 3 detached or 
semi-detached house in residential district. 


village /'vilid3/ noun group of houses etc. in 
country district, larger than hamlet and smaller 
than town. 


villager noun inhabitant of village. 


villain /‘vilen/ noun 1 wicked person. 2 chief 
wicked character in play, story, etc. 3 colloquial 
professional criminal. 4 colloquial rascal. 
m 1 blackguard, criminal, evildoer, malefactor, 
miscreant, reprobate, rogue, scoundrel, sinner, 
wretch. 3 see CRIMINAL Noun. 4 see RASCAL. 


villainous adjective wicked. 
m bad, corrupt, criminal, dishonest, evil, sinful, 
treacherous, vile, wicked. 


villainy noun (plural -ies) wicked behaviour or 
act. 


villein /‘vilm/ noun historical feudal tenant 
entirely subject to lord or attached to manor. 
Ovilleinage noun. ° 


vim noun colloquial vigour, energy. 


vinaigrette /vmrgret/ noun salad dressing of 
oil and wine vinegar. 


vindicate /‘vindrkert/ verb (-ting) 1 clear of sus- 
Picion. 2 establish existence, merits, or justice 
of. a vindication noun. vindicator noun. vindi- 
catory adjective. 
vindictive /vm'diktv/ adjective tending to seek 
revenge. O vindictively adverb. vindictiveness 
noun. 
m avenging, malicious, nasty, punitive, rancorous, 
revengeful, spiteful, unforgiving, vengeful, 
vicious. 
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vine noun trailing or climbing woody-stemmed 
plant, esp. bearing grapes. 

vinegar /‘vmiga/ noun sour liquid produced by 
fermentation of wine, malt, cider, etc. ovin- 
egary adjective. 

vineyard /‘vmja:d/ noun plantation of grape- 
vines, esp. for wine-making. 


vingt-et-un /veeterce{/ moun = PONTOON’. 
[French] 

vino /vi:nau/ noun slang wine, esp. of inferior 
kind. 


vinous /‘vames/ adjective of, like, or due to wine. 


vintage /‘vmtid3/ noun 1 season’s produce of 

grapes. 2 wine from this. 3 grape-harvest. 4 
season of this. 5 wine of high quality from par- 
ticular year and district. 6 year etc. when thing 
was made: 7 thing made etc. in particular year 
etc. © adjective 1 of high or peak quality, esp. 
from past period. 2 of a past season. 0 vintage 
car car made 1917-1930. 

m adjective 1 choice, classic, fine, good, 

high-quality, mature, mellowed, seasoned, 

venerable. 2 see OLD 4. 


vintner /‘vmtne/ noun wine merchant. 

vinyl /‘vamul/ noun any of group of plastics made 
by polymerization. 

viol /‘vatel/ noun medieval stringed instrument 
similar in shape to violin. 

viola’ /vrəvlə/ noun musical instrument like 
violin but larger and of lower pitch. 

viola? /‘varala/ noun any plant of genus including 
violet and pansy, esp. cultivated hybrid. 

viola da gamba /vioule da 'gemba/ noun viol 
held between player's legs. 

violate /'varəlert/ verb (-ting) 1 disregard; break 
(oath, law, etc.). 2 treat profanely. 3 break in on; 
disturb. 4 rape. o violation noun. violator noun. 

m 1 breach, break, contravene, defy, disobey, 

disregard, flout, ignore, infringe, overstep, sin 

against, transgress. 2 defile, desecrate, profane. 3 

disturb, invade. 4 abuse, assault, attack, debauch, 

archaic dishonour, force oneself on, rape, archaic 

ravish. o violation breach, contravention, 

defiance, flouting, infringement, invasion, offence, 

transgression. 


violence [‘varalans/ noun 1 being violent. 2 
violent conduct or treatment. 3 unlawful use of 
force. o do violence to act contrary to; outrage. 


violent /‘varalent/ adjective 1 involving or using 
great physical force. 2 intense, vehement. 3 (of 
death) resulting from violence or poison. o vio- 
lently adverb. 
m 1 barbaric, berserk, bloodthirsty, brutal, cruel, 
damaging, dangerous, desperate, destructive, 
devastating, explosive, ferocious, fierce, frenzied, 
furious, hard, harmful, headstrong, homicidal, 
murderous, powerful, riotous, rough, rowdy, 
ruinous, ruthless, savage, strong, swingeing, 
tempestuous, turbulent, uncontrollable, 
uncontrolled, unruly, vicious, wild. 2 acute, 
forceful, furious, impassioned, intense, powerful, 
severe, strong, colloquial terrific, vehement, wild. 
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violet /'varələt/ noun 1 plant with usually 
purple, blue, or white flowers. 2 bluish-purple 
colour at opposite end of spectrum from red. 3 
paint, clothes, or material of this colour. 
© adjective of this colour. 


violin /vate'lm/ noun high-pitched musical 
instrument with 4 strings played with bow. 
o violinist noun. 


violoncello /vatelen'tfelau/ noun (plural -s) 
formal cello. 


VIP abbreviation very important person. 
l a celebrity, dignitary. 


viper /'varpə/ noun 1 small venomous snake. 2 
malignant or treacherous person. 


virago /vi'ra:gəu/ noun (plural -s) fierce or 
abusive woman. 


viral /'varər(ə)l/ adjective of or caused by virus. 


virgin /‘v3:d3m/ noun 1 person who has never 
had sexual intercourse. 2 (the Virgin) Christ’s 
mother Mary. © adjective 1 not yet used etc. 2 
virginal. o the Virgin birth doctrine of Christ's 
birth from virgin mother. o virginity /və'dz3m-/ 
noun. 


virginal adjective of or befitting a virgin. © noun 
(usually in plural) legless spinet in box. 


Virginia creeper /va'd3mte/ noun vine culti- 
vated for ornament. 


Virgo /'v3:gəu/ noun sixth sign of zodiac. 


virile /‘virail/ adjective 1 having masculine 
vigour or strength. 2 sexually potent. 3 of man 
as distinct from woman or child. o virility /-'r1l-/ 
noun. 


| u 1 macho, manly, masculine, potent, vigorous. 


virology /var'roled31/ noun study of viruses. 


virtual /'va:tSual/ adjective being so for practical 

purposes though not strictly or in name. 
Ovirtual reality computer-generated images, 
sounds, etc. that appear real to the senses. o vir- 
tually adverb. 


virtue /'vs:tfu:/ noun 1 moral goodness. 2 par- 
ticular form of this. 3 chastity, esp. of woman. 4 
good quality. 5 efficacy. o by or in virtue of on 
account of; because of. 
m 1 decency, fairness, goodness, 
high-mindedness, honesty, honour, integrity, 
justice, morality, nobility, rectitude, respectability, 
righteousness, uprightness, worthiness. 3 : 
abstinence, chastity, honour, innocence, purity, 
virginity. 4 advantage, asset, good point, merit, 
quality, redeeming feature, strength. 


virtuoso /v3:tSu'ausau/ noun (plural -si /-si:/ or 
-sos) highly skilled artist, esp. musician. o vir- 
tuosity /-'ps-/ noun. 


l m expert, genius, maestro, prodigy, wizard. 


virtuous /'v3:tfuəs/ adjective 1 morally good. 2 
archaic chaste. o virtuously adverb. 
u 1 blameless, decent, ethical, exemplary, fair, 
God-fearing, good, colloquial goody-goody, 
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high-minded, high-principled, honest, 
honourable, irreproachable, just, law-abiding, 
moral, noble, praiseworthy, principled, 
respectable, right, righteous, right-minded, 
sincere, spotless, trustworthy, uncorrupted, 
unimpeachable, upright, worthy. 2 chaste, decent, 
innocent, pure, unsullied, virginal. 


virulent [‘virulent/ adjective 1 poisonous. 2 (of 
disease) violent. 3 bitterly hostile. o virulence 
noun. virulently adverb. 

u 1, 2 dangerous, deadly, lethal, life-threatening, 

noxious, pernicious, poisonous, toxic, venomous. 

3 acrimonious, bitter, hostile, malicious, malign, 

malignant, mordant, nasty, spiteful, splenetic, 

vicious, vitriolic. 


virus /‘vateres/ noun 1 microscopic organism 
able to cause diseases. 2 computer virus. 

visa /'vi:za/ noun endorsement on passport etc., 
esp. allowing holder to enter or leave country. 


visage /'vizid3/ noun literary face. 

vis-a-vis /vi:za'vi:/ preposition in relation to; in 
comparison with. @ adverb opposite. [French] 

viscera /'vısərə/ plural noun internal organs of 
body. a visceral adjective. 


viscid /‘visid/ adjective glutinous, sticky. 
viscose /‘viskeuz/ noun 1 viscous form of cellu- 


lose used in making rayon etc. 2 fabric made 
from this. 


viscount /‘vaikaunt/ noun British nobleman 
ranking between earl and baron. 


viscountess /‘vatkauntis/ noun 1 viscount’s » 
wife or widow. 2 woman holding rank of vis- 
count. 

viscous /‘viskes/ adjective 1 glutinous, sticky. 2 
semifluid; not flowing freely. a viscosity /-kos-/ 
noun (plural -ies). 


| n gluey, glutinous, sticky, syrupy, thick, viscid. 


visibility /vizrburtr/ noun 1 being visible. 2 
range or possibility of vision as determined by 
light and weather. 


visible /‘vizib(e)l/ adjective 1 able to be seen, per- 
ceived, or discovered. 2 in sight; apparent, open, 
obvious. o visibly adverb. 

m apparent, clear, conspicuous, detectable, 

discernible, distinct, evident, manifest, 

noticeable, observable, obvious, open, 

perceivable, perceptible, plain, recognizable, 

unconcealed, undisguised, unmistakable. 


vision /‘vis(2)n/ noun 1 act or faculty of seeing; 
sight. 2 thing or person seen in dream or trance. 
3 thing seen in imagination. 4 imaginative 
insight. 5 foresight; good judgement inplanning. 
6 beautiful person etc. 7 TV or cinema picture, 
esp. of specified quality. 
m 1 eyesight, perception, sight. 2 apparition, 
chimera, ghost, hallucination, illusion, mirage, 
phantasm, phantom, spectre, spirit, wraith. 3 
conception, daydream, dream, fantasy, idea, 
image, mental picture. 4, 5 far-sightedness, 
foresight, imagination, insight, understanding. 
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visionary adjective 1 given to seeing visions or 
to fanciful theories. 2 having vision or foresight. 

3 unpractical. 4 not real; imaginary. e@noun 

(plural -ies) visionary person. 

jm adjective 1, 2 dreamy, fanciful, far-sighted, 

Í futuristic, idealistic, imaginative, mystical, 
prophetic, quixotic, romantic, speculative, 
transcendental, Utopian. 3 idealistic, impractical, 
unpractical, unrealistic, unworkable, Utopian. 4 
see IMAGINARY. © noun dreamer, idealist, mystic, 
poet, prophet, romantic, seer. 


visit /'vizit/ verb (-t-) 1 go or come to see (person, 
place, etc.). 2 stay temporarily with or at. 3 (of 
disease, calamity, etc.) attack. 4 (often + upon) 
inflict punishment for (sin). @ noun 1 act of visit- 
ing. 2 temporary stay with person or at place. 3 
(+ to) occasion of going to doctor etc. 4 formal or 
Official call. 

u verb 1 call on, come to see, descend on, 

colloquial drop in on, go to see, colloquial look up, 

pay a call on, pop in on. 2 sojourn with, stay with. 

@ noun 1,2 call, sojourn, stay, stop. 


visitant /‘vizit(e)nt/ noun visitor, esp. ghost etc. 


visitation /vizr'te1J(e)n/ noun 1 official visit of 
inspection. 2 trouble etc. seen as divine punish- 
ment. 


visitor oun person who visits. 2 migrant bird. 
n 1 caller, foreigner, guest, holidaymaker, migrant, 
sightseer, tourist, traveller, tripper; (visitors) 

company. 


visor /‘vaiza/ noun 1 movable part of helmet 
covering face. 2 shield for eyes, esp. one at top of 
vehicle windscreen. 


vista /'vıstə/ noun 1 view, esp. through avenue 
of trees or other long narrow opening. 2 mental 
view of long succession of events. 
m 1 landscape, outlook, panorama, prospect, 


scene, scenery, seascape, view. 2 outlook, 
prospect, view. 


visual /‘v13ual/ adjective of or used in seeing. 
o visual display unit device displaying data of 
computer on screen. 0 visually adverb. 


visualize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 
imagine visually. o visualization noun. 


| m conceive, dream up, envisage, imagine, picture. 


vital /'vart(ə)l/ adjective 1 of or essential to 
organic life. 2 essential to existence, functioning, 
matter in hand, etc; indispensable. 3 paramount; 
very great. 4 full of life or activity. 5 archaic 
fatal. @ noun (in plural) vital organs, e.g. lungs 
and heart. ovital statistics 1 those relating 
to number of births, marriages, deaths, etc. 2 
jocular measurements of woman’s bust, waist, 
and hips. o vitally adverb. 
m adjective 1 enlivening, invigorating, life-giving, 
quickening, vitalizing. 2 compulsory, crucial, 
essential, fundamental, imperative, important, 
indispensable, mandatory, necessary, needed, 
pressing, primary, relevant, requisite. 3 alive, 
animate, animated, dynamic, energetic, 


866 


exuberant, lively, sparkling, spirited, sprightly, 
vigorous, vivacious, zestful. 


vitality /var'teelitt/ noun 1 animation, liveliness, 
2 ability to survive or endure. 

u 1 animation, dynamism, energy, exuberance, 

go, life, liveliness, sparkle, spirit, sprightliness, 

vigour, colloquial vim, vivacity, zest. 2 endurance, 

life, stamina, strength, vigour. 


vitalize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 endow 
with life. 2 make lively or vigorous. o vitaliza- 
tion noun. 

vitamin /‘vitamm/ moun any of various sub- 
stances present in many foods and essential to 
health and growth. 

vitaminize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) intro- 
duce vitamins into (food). 

vitiate /'visiert/ verb (-ting) 1 impair, debase. 2 
make invalid or ineffectual. 

viticulture /‘vitikaltfe/ noun cultivation of 
grapes. 

vitreous /'vitrias/ adjective of or like glass. 

vitrify /‘vitrifar/ verb (-ies, -ied) change into 
glass or glassy substance, esp. by heat. o vitri- 
fication noun. 


vitriol /'vitriel/ noun 1 sulphuric acid or 
sulphate. 2 caustic speech or criticism. o vitri- 
olic /-'ol-/ adjective. 

a o vitriolic abusive, acid, biting, bitter, caustic, 

cruel, destructive, hostile, hurtful, malicious, 

savage, scathing, vicious, vindictive, virulent. 


vitro see IN VITRO. 

vituperate /vi'tju:poreit, var'tju:poreit/ verb 
(ting) criticize abusively. o vituperation noun. 
vituperative /-ratrv/ adjective. 

u abuse, berate, calumniate, censure, defame, 

denigrate, deprecate, disparage, reproach, revile, 

colloquial run down, slander, upbraid, vilify. 


viva’ /'vatva/ colloquial noun (plural -s) viva 
voce. © verb (vivas, vivaed, vivaing) viva-voce. 

viva? |'vi:va/ interjection long live. © noun cry of 
this as salute etc. [Italian] 


vivacious /vr'verJas/ adjective lively, animated. 
o vivacity /vi'veesit/ noun. 

a animated, bubbly, cheerful, ebullient, energetic, 

high-spirited, light-hearted, lively, merry, positive, 

spirited, sprightly. 


vivarium /var'veartam/ noun (plural-riaor-s) 1 
glass bowl etc. for keeping animals for scientific 
study. 2 place for keeping animals in (nearly) 
their natural conditions. 


viva-voce verb (-vocees, -voceed, -voceing) 
examine orally. 


viva voce /vaiva ‘vaut/i/ ective oral. 
© adverb orally. @ noun oral nee 


vivid [vivid] adjective 1 (of light or colour) 
bright, strong, intense. 2 (of memory, descrip- 
tion, etc.) lively, incisive, graphic. o vividly 
adverb. vividness noun. 
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a 1 bright, brilliant, colourful, dazzling, fresh, 
gaudy, gay, gleaming, glowing, intense, rich, 
shining, showy, strong, vibrant. 2 clear, detailed, 
graphic, imaginative, lifelike, lively, memorable, 
powerful, realistic, striking. 


vivify /‘vivifar/ verb (ies, -ied) give life to; 
animate. 

viviparous /vrviperas/ adjective bringing forth 
young alive. 

vivisect /'vivisekt/ verb perform vivisection on. 

vivisection /vivi'sekS(e)n/ noun surgical 
experimentation on living animals for scientific 
research. a vivisectionist noun. 

vixen /'viks(a)n/ noun 1 female fox. 2 spiteful 
woman. 


viz. abbreviation videlicet. 


vizier /vr'zia/ noun historical high official in 
some Muslim countries. 


V-neck noun V-shaped neckline on pullover etc. 


vocabulary /və'kæbjulərı/ noun (plural -ies) 1 
words used by language, book, branch of science, 
or author. 2 list of these. 3 person’s range of lan- 
guage. 


|  2dictionary, glossary, lexicon, phrase book. 


vocal /'vauk(e)l/ adjective 1 of or uttered by 
voice. 2 speaking one’s feelings freely. a vocal 
cords voice-producing part of larynx. o vocally 
adverb. 

u 1 oral, said, spoken, sung, voiced. 2 

communicative, forthcoming, loquacious, 

outspoken, talkative, vociferous. 


vocalist noun singer. 


vocalize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) 1 form 
(sound) or utter (word) with voice. 2 articulate, 
express. O vocalization noun. 


vocation /vau'kerS(e)n/ noun 1 divine call to, or 
sense of suitability for, career or occupation. 
2 employment, trade, profession. 0 vocational 
adjective. 

m 1 call, calling. 2 calling, career, employment, job, 

life's work, occupation, profession, trade. 


vocative /‘voketrv/ noun case of noun used in 
addressing person or thing. © adjective of or in 
this case. 


vociferate /və'sıfərert/ verb (-ting) 1 utter 
noisily. 2 shout, bawl. o vociferation noun. 

vociferous /va'siferas/ adjective 1 noisy, clam- 
orous. 2 loud and insistent in speech. o vocifer- 
ously adverb. 

vodka /'vodke/ noun alcoholic spirit distilled 
esp. in Russia from rye etc. 

vogue /vəug/ noun 1 (the vogue) prevailing 
fashion. 2 popular use. cin vogue in fashion. 
o voguish adjective. yiii 


a 1 craze, fad, fashion, latest thing, mode, rage, 
style, taste, trend. O in vogue see FASHIONABLE. 
voice noun‘ sound formed in larynxanduttered 


by mouth, esp. in speaking, singing, etc. 2 ability 
to produce this. 3 use of voice; spoken or written 


vivify | voluble 


expression. 4 opinion so expressed. 5 right to 
express opinion. 6 Grammar set of verbal forms 
showing whether verb is active or passive. 
overb (cing) 1 express. 2 (esp. as voiced 
adjective) utter with vibration of vocal cords. 
Uvoice-over commentary in film by unseen 
speaker. 

a noun 1-3 accent, articulation, expression, 
inflection, intonation, sound, speaking, speech, 


tene; utterance. 4, 5 say, vote. © verb 1 see SPEAK 


voiceless adjective 1 dumb, speechless. 2 Phon- 
eticsuttered without vibration of the vocal cords. 


void adjective 1 empty, vacant. 2 not valid or 
binding. ©@noun empty space; sense of loss. 
@ verb 1 invalidate. 2 excrete. 

m adjective 1 blank, empty, unoccupied, vacant. 2 

annulled, cancelled, inoperative, invalid, 

unenforceable, useless. @ noun blank, emptiness, 

nothingness, space, vacancy, vacuum. 


voile /voul/ noun thin semi-transparent fabric. 
vol. abbreviation volume. 


volatile /'voletatl/ adjective 1 changeable in 
mood; flighty. 2 unstable. 3 evaporating rapidly. 
o volatility /-‘ti-/ noun. 

m 1 changeable, erratic, fickle, flighty, inconstant, 

lively, mercurial, temperamental, unpredictable, 

colloquial up and down, variable. 2 explosive, 

sensitive, unstable. 


vol-au-vent /'voləvva j moun small round case 
of puff pastry with savoury filling. 

volcanic /vol'kzntk/ adjective of, like, or pro- 
duced by volcano. 

volcano /vol'kemau/ noun (plural -es) moun- 
tain or hill from which lava, steam, etc. escape 
through earth’s crust. 


vole noun small plant-eating rodent. 


volition /va'S(@)n/ noun actor power of willing. 
u of one’s own volition voluntarily. 


volley /‘voli/ noun (plural -s) 1 simultaneous 
firing of a number of weapons. 2 bullets etc. so 
fired. 3 (usually + of) torrent (of abuse etc.). 4 
Tennis, Football etc. playing of ball before it 
touches ground. © verb (-eys, -eyed) return or 
send by volley. o volleyball game for two teams 
of 6 hitting large ball by hand over net. 

u noun barrage, bombardment, burst, 

cannonade, fusillade, salvo, shower. 3 barrage, 

outpouring, shower, storm, torrent. 


volt /vault/ noun SI unit of electromotive force. 
uvoltmeter instrument measuring electric 
potential in volts. 

voltage noun electromotive force expressed in 
volts. 

volte-face /vult'fa:s/ noun (plural voltes-face 
same pronunciation) complete change of pos- 
ition in one’s attitude or opinion. 

voluble /'voljub(ə)l/ adjective speaking or 
spoken fluently or with continuous flow of 
words. o volubility noun. volubly adverb. 


volume | voyage 


ja chatty, fluent, garrulous, glib, loquacious, 
talkative, wordy. 


volume /‘volju:m/ noun 1 single book forming 
part or all of work. 2 solid content, bulk. 3 space 
occupied by gas or liquid. 4 (+ of) amount or 
quantity of. 5 (+ of) moving mass of (water, 
smoke, etc.). 6 quantity or power of sound. 


m 1 book, tome. 2 aggregate, amount, bulk, 
| capacity, dimensions, mass, measure, quantity, 
size. 


voluminous /va'lu:mmes/ adjective 1 large in 
volume; bulky. 2 (of drapery etc.) loose and 
ample. 3 written or writing at great length. 

m 1, 2 ample, big, billowing, bulky, capacious, 

cavernous, enormous, extensive, gigantic, great, 

huge, immense, large, mammoth, massive, roomy, 

spacious, vast. 


voluntary /'voləntrı/ adjective 1 done, acting, 
or given willingly. 2 unpaid. 3 (of institution) 
supported or built by charity. 4 brought about 
by voluntary action. 5 (of muscle, limb, etc.) con- 
trolled by will. @ noun (plural -ies) organ solo 
played before or after church service. O volun- 
tarily adverb. 

u adjective 4 elective, free, optional, spontaneous, 

willing. 2 honorary, unpaid, unsalaried. 4 

conscious, deliberate, intended, intentional, 

planned, premeditated, wilful. 


volunteer /volen'tie/ moun person who volun- 
tarily undertakes task or enters military etc. 
service. © verb 1 (often + to) undertake or offer 
voluntarily. 2 (often + for) be volunteer. 


m verb 1 be willing, offer, propose, put oneself 
forward. 2 see ENLIST 1. 


voluptuary /və'laptfvərı/ noun (plural -ies) 
person who seeks luxury and sensual pleasure. 

voluptuous /va'laptJuas/ adjective 1 of, tending 
to, occupied with, or derived from, sensuous or 
sensual pleasure. 2 (of woman) curvaceous and 
sexually desirable. ovoluptuously adverb. 
voluptuousness noun. 

m 1 erotic, hedonistic, luxurious, pleasure-loving, 

self-indulgent, sensual, sensuous, sybaritic. 2 

attractive, buxom, colloquial curvaceous, 

desirable, sexy, shapely, colloquial well endowed. 


vomit /'vomit/ verb (-t-) 1 eject (contents of 
stomach) through mouth; be sick. 2 (of volcano, 
chimney, etc.) eject violently; belch forth. e noun 
matter vomited from stomach. 

m verb 1 be sick, bring up, disgorge, heave, slang 

puke, regurgitate, retch, colloquial sick up, spew 

up, throw up. 


voodoo /'vu:du:/ noun religious witchcraft as 
practised esp. in W. Indies. @verb (-doos, 
-dooed) affect by voodoo; bewitch. 

voracious /va'reisas/ adjective 1 greedy in 
eating; ravenous. 2 very eager. o voraciously 
adverb. voraciousness noun. voracity /-'ræs-/ 
noun. 

m 1 gluttonous, greedy, hungry, insatiable, 

ravenous, thirsty. 2 avid, eager, fervid, keen. 
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vortex /'va:teks/ noun (plural -texes or -tices 
/-ttsi:z/) 4 whirlpool; whirlwind. 2 whirling 
motion or mass. 3 thing viewed as destructive or 
devouring. 


l u 1, 2 eddy, whirlpool, whirlwind. 


votary /'vəvtərı/ noun ( plural -ies; feminine 
votaress) (usually + of) 1 person dedicated to 
service of god or cult. 2 devotee of a person, occu- 
pation etc. 

vote noun 1 formal expression of choice or 
opinion by ballot, show of hands, etc. 2 (usually ` 
the vote) right to vote. 3 opinion expressed by 
vote. 4 votes given by or for particular group. 
overb (-ting) 1 (often + for, against) give vote. 2 
enact etc. by majority of votes. 3 colloquial pro- 
nounce by general consent. 4 (often + that) 
suggest, urge. 0 vote down defeat (proposal etc.) 
by voting. vote in elect by voting. vote with one’s 
feet colloquial indicate opinion by one’s pres- 
ence or absence. 

n noun 1 ballot, election, plebiscite, poll, 

referendum, show of hands. © verb 1 ballot, cast © 

one's vote; (vote for) choose, elect, nominate, opt 

for, pick, return, select, settle on. 


voter noun person voting or entitled to vote. 


votive /‘vautrv/ adjective given or consecrated in 
fulfilment of vow. 


vouch /vautS/ verb (+ for) answer or be surety 
for. 


n (vouch for) answer for, back, certify, endorse, 
guarantee, speak for, sponsor, support. 


voucher noun 1 document exchangeable for 
goods or services. 2 receipt. 


| m 1 coupon, ticket, token. 


vouchsafe /vautS'serf/ verb (-fing) formal 1 con- 
descend to grant. 2 (+ to do) condescend to. 


vow /vau/ noun solemn, esp. religious, promise. 
@ verb 1 promise solemnly. 2 archaic declare sol- 
emnly. 

m noun assurance, guarantee, oath, pledge, 

promise, undertaking, word of honour. © verb 1 

give an assurance, give one's word, guarantee, 

pledge, promise, swear, take an oath. 


vowel /'vaual/ noun 1 speech sound made by 
vibrations of vocal cords, but without audible 
friction. 2 letter(s) representing this. 


USAG E The (written) vowels of English are cus- 

tomarily said to be a, e, i, o, and u, but y can be 

either a consonant (as in yet) or a vowel (as in 

by), and combinations of these six, such as ee in 

keep, i in tied, and ye in rye, are just as much 
owels. 


VOX pop noun colloquial popular opinion as rep- 
resented by informal comments. 


vox populi |voks 'popjulayy noun public 
opinion; popular belief. [Latin] 
voyage /'vəndz/ noun journey, esp. long one by 


sea or in space. @ verb (-ging) make voyage. 
o voyager noun. 


869 


m noun cruise, journey, passage. © verb cruise, 
sail, travel. 


voyeur /vwa:'j3:/ noun 1 person who derives 
sexual pleasure from secretly observing others’ 
sexual activity or organs. 2 (esp. covert) spec- 
tator. Gvoyeurism noun. voyeuristic /-'ris-/ 
adjective. 

vs. abbreviation versus. 

VSO abbreviation Voluntary Service Overseas. 


VTOL /'vi:tol/ abbreviation vertical take-off and 
landing. : 

vulcanite /‘valkenait/ noun hard black vulcan- 
ized rubber. 


vulcanize /'valkənarz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) make (rubber etc.) stronger and more 
elastic by treating with sulphur at high temper- 
ature. o vulcanization noun. 
vulgar /'valgə/ adjective 1 coarse; of or charac- 
teristic of the common people. 2 in common use; 
prevalent. o vulgar fraction fraction expressed 
by numerator and denominator (e.g. %), not 
decimally (e.g. 0.5). the vulgar tongue native or 
vernacular language. o vulgarity /-'gær-/ noun 
(plural -ies). vulgarly adverb. 
m 1 churlish, coarse, derogatory common, crude, 
foul, gaudy, gross, ill-bred, impolite, improper, 
inartistic, in bad taste, indecent, indecorous, 
inelegant, insensitive, low, colloquial lowbrow, 


voyeur | vying 


obscene, offensive, plebeian, rude, tasteless, 
tawdry, uncouth, ungentlemanly, unladylike, 
unrefined, unsophisticated. 


vulgarian /val'gearten/ noun vulgar (esp. rich) 
person. 

vulgarism noun vulgar word or expression. 

vulgarize /‘valgeraiz/ verb (also -ise) (-zing or 
-sing) 1 make vulgar. 2 spoil by popularizing. 
o vulgarization noun. 

Vulgate /'valgert/ noun 4th-c. Latin version of 
Bible. 


vulnerable /'valnərəb(ə)l/ adjective 1 easily 
wounded or harmed. 2 (+ to) open to attack, 
injury, or criticism. o vulnerability noun. 

m 1 atrisk, defenceless, helpless, sensitive, 

thin-skinned, touchy, unguarded, unprotected, 

weak. 2 (vulnerable to) exposed to, liable to, 

susceptible to, wide open to. 


vulpine /‘valpam/ adjective 1 of or like fox. 2 
crafty, cunning. 

vulture /'valtfə/ noun 1 large carrion-eating 
bird of prey. 2 rapacious person. 

vulva /‘valva/ noun (plural -s) external female 
genitals. 

vv. abbreviation verses. 

vying present participle of VIE. 


W. abbreviation (also W) 1 watt(s). 2 west(ern). 
w. abbreviation 1 wicket(s). 2 wide(s). 3 with. 
wacky /‘week1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) slang crazy. 
wad /wnd/ noun 1 lump of soft material to keep 
things apart or in place or to block hole. 2 roll of 
banknotes. © verb (-dd-) 1 stop up or fix with wad. 
2 line, stuff, or protect with wadding. 
a noun 1 bundle, lump, mass, pack, pad, plug, roll. 


wadding noun soft fibrous material for stuffing 
quilts, packing fragile articles in, etc. 


| u filling, lining, packing, padding, stuffing. 

waddle /'wod(ə)l/ verb (-ling) walk with short 
steps and swaying motion. © noun such walk. 

wade verb (-ding) 1 walk through water, mud, 
etc., esp. with difficulty. 2 (+ through) go through 
(tedious task, book, etc.). 3 (+ into) colloquial 
attack (person, task). © noun spell of wading. 
o wade in colloquial make vigorous attack or 
intervention. 


| u verb 1 paddle, splash. i 


wader noun 1 long-legged waterfowl. 2 (in 
plural) high waterproof boots. 


wadi /‘wodi/ noun (plural -s) rocky watercourse 
in N. Africa etc., dry except in rainy season. 


wafer /‘werfe/ noun 1 very thin light crisp 
biscuit. 2 disc of unleavened bread used in 
Eucharist. 3 disc ofred paper stuck on legal docu- 
ment instead of seal. o wafer-thin very thin. 

waffle’ /‘wof(e)l/ colloquial noun aimless ver- 
bose talk or writing. © verb (-ling) indulge in 
waffle. o waffly adjective. 

m noun evasiveness, padding, prevarication, 

prolixity, derogatory verbiage, wordiness. © verb 

beat about the bush, blather, hedge, prattle, 

prevaricate. 


waffle? /‘wof(e)l/ noun small crisp batter cake. 
o waffle-iron utensil for cooking waffles. 


waft /woft/ verb convey or be conveyed smoothly 
(as) through air or over water. @ noun whiff. 


m verb bear, be borne, carry, convey, drift, float, 
puff, transmit, transport, travel. 


wag ' verb (-gg-) shake or wave to and fro. © noun 
single wagging motion. o wagtail small bird 
with long tail. 

u verb bob, flap, move to and fro, nod, oscillate, 
rock, shake, sway, undulate, colloquial waggle, 

wave, colloquial wiggle. 


wag? noun 1 facetious person. 2 slang truant. 


l m 1 see COMEDIAN 1,3. 2 see TRUANT NOUN. 


wage noun (in singular or plural) employee's 
regular pay, esp. paid weekly. @verb (-ging) 


carry on (war etc.). o wage earner person who 
works for wages. 

a noun compensation, earnings, emolument, 
honorarium, income, pay, recompense, 
remuneration, reward, salary, stipend. © verb 
carry on, conduct, engage in, fight, prosecute, 
pursue, undertake. 


waged adjective in regular paid employment. 
wager /'werd3ə/ noun & verb bet. 


l m noun see BET noun 1-2. verb see BET verb. 


waggish adjective playful, facetious. a wag- 
gishly adverb. waggishness noun. 


waggle /'wæg(ə)l/ verb (-ling) colloquial wag. 


wagon /'wægən/ noun (also waggon) 1 
4-wheeled vehicle for heavy loads. 2 open 
railway truck. o on the wagon slang abstaining 
from alcohol. wagon-load as much as wagon can 
carry. 

wagoner noun (also waggoner) driver of 
wagon. 


waif noun 1 homeless and helpless person, esp. 
abandoned child. 2 ownerless object or animal. 


wail noun 1 prolonged plaintive inarticulate cry 
of pain, grief, etc. 2 sound resembling this. © verb 
1 utter wail. 2 lament or complain persistently. 


m verb caterwaul, complain, cry, howl, lament, 
moan, shriek, weep, yowl. 


wain noun archaic wagon. 


wainscot /‘wemskat/ noun (also wainscoting) 
boarding or wooden panelling on room-wall. 


waist noun 1 part of human body between ribs 
and hips; narrowness marking this. 2 circumfer- 
ence of waist. 3 narrow middle part of anything. 
4 part of garment encircling waist. 5 US bodice, 
blouse. 6 part of ship between forecastle and 
quarterdeck. o waistband strip of cloth forming 
waist of garment. waistcoat usually sleeveless 
and collarless waist-length garment. waistline 
outline or size of waist. 


m 1 middle, waistline. o waistband belt, 
cummerbund, girdle. 


wait verb 1 defer action until expected event 
occurs. 2 await (turn etc.). 3 (of thing) remain 
in readiness. 4 (usually as waiting noun) par 
briefly. 5actas waiter or attendant. 6(+ on, upon) 
await convenience of. 7 (+ on, upon) be attendant 
to. @ noun 1 act or period of waiting. 2 (usually 
+ for) watching for enemy. 3 (in plural) archaic 
street singers of Christmas carols. o waiting-list 
list of people waiting for thing not immediately 
available. waiting-room room for people to wait 
in, esp. at surgery or railway station. 
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m verb 1 bide one's time, delay, halt, hang about, 
hang on, hesitate, hold back, keep still, linger, mark 
time, pause, remain, rest, colloquial sit tight, stand 
by, stay, stop, archaic tarry. 5 serve. © noun 1 
delay, halt, hesitation, hiatus, hold-up, 
intermission, interval, pause, postponement, rest, 
stay, stop, stoppage. 


waiter noun (feminine waitress) person who 
serves at hotel or restaurant tables. 

waive verb (-ving) refrain from insisting on or 
using. 

u abandon, formal cede, disclaim, dispense with, 

forgo, give up, relinquish, remit, renounce, resign, 

sign away, surrender. 


waiver 
waiving. 


wake! verb (-king; past woke; past participle 
woken /'wəuk(ə)n/) 1 (often + up) (cause to) cease 
to sleep. 2 (often + up) (cause to) become alert. 3 
archaic (except as waking adjective & noun) be 
awake. 4 disturb with noise. 5 evoke. @ noun 1 
(chiefly in Ireland) vigil beside corpse before 
burial. 2 attendant lamentations and merrymak- 
ing. 3 (usually in plural) annual holiday in 
(industrial) N. England. o wake up to realize. 

m verb 1, 2 arouse, awaken, become conscious, 

bestir oneself, bring to life, call, come to life, 

disturb, galvanize, get up, rise, rouse, stimulate, 

stir, waken. 3 (waking) see CONSCIOUS 1. © noun 

4 funeral, vigil. 0 wake up to see REALIZE 1,2. 


noun Law (document recording) 


wake? noun 1 track left on water’s surface by 
moving ship etc. 2 turbulent air left by moving 
aircraft. o in the wake of following; as result of. 


{2 path, track, trail, turbulence, wash, 


wakeful adjective 1 unable to sleep; sleepless. 
2 vigilant. owakefully adverb. wakefulness 
noun. 

u 1 awake, insomniac, restless, sleepless. 2 alert, 

on the qui vive, vigilant, watchful. 


waken /‘werken/ verb make or become awake. 


walk /wo:k/ verb 1 move by lifting and setting 
down each foot in turn, never having both feet 
off the ground at once. 2 (of quadruped) go with 
slowest gait. 3 travel or goon foot. 4 take exercise 
thus. 5 traverse (distance) in walking; tread floor 
or surface of. 6 cause to walk with one. @ noun 1 
act of walking; ordinary human gait. 2 slowest 
gait of animal. 3 person’s manner of walking. 4 
distance walkable in specified time. 5 excursion 
on foot. 6 place or track meant or fit for walking. 
o walkabout 1 informal stroll by royal person 
etc. 2 Australian Aboriginal’s period of wan- 
dering. walk away with colloquial win easily. 
walking frame tubular metal frame to assist 
elderly or disabled people in walking. walking 
stick stick carried for support when walking. 
walk off with colloquial 1 steal. 2 win easily. walk 
of life one’s occupation. walk-on part short or 
non-speaking dramatic role. walk out 1 depart 
suddenly or angrily. 2 stop work in protest. 
walk-out noun. walk out on desert. walkover 
easy victory. walk the streets be prostitute. ° 


waiter | wallow 


walkway passage or path for walking along. 
a walkable adjective. 

m verb 1-5 amble, creep, dodder, footslog, hike, 
hobble, limp, lope, lurch, march, mince, pace, pad, 
paddle, parade, perambulate, plod, promenade, 
prowl, ramble, saunter, scuttle, shamble, shuffle, 
slink, stagger, stalk, stamp, steal, step, stomp, 
stride, stroll, strut, stumble, swagger, tiptoe, 
colloquial toddle, totter, colloquial traipse, tramp, 
trample, tread, trek, troop, trot, trudge, waddle, 
wade. © noun 3 bearing, carriage, gait, stride. 5 
constitutional, hike, promenade, ramble, saunter, 
Stroll, colloquial traipse, tramp, trek, trudge, turn. 6 
alley, path, pathway, pavement. ū walk away 
with see win verb 1. walk off with 1 see STEAL 
verb 1. walk out 2 see STRIKE verb 19. walk out 
on See DESERT" 1,2. 


walker noun 1 person etc. that walks. 2 frame- 
work in which baby can walk unaided. 3 walking 
frame. 


| m 1 hiker, pedestrian, rambler. 


walkie-talkie /wə:krto:kı/ moun portable 
two-way radio. 


Walkman /‘wo:kmen/ noun (plural -s) propri- 
etary term type of personal stereo. 


wall /wo:l/ noun 1 continuous narrow upright 
structure of usually brick or stone, esp. enclosing 
or dividing a space or supporting a roof. 2 thing 
like wall in appearance or effect. 3 outermost 
layer of animal or plant organ, cell, etc. @ verb 1 
(esp. as walled adjective) surround with wall. 2 
(usually + up, off) block with wall. 3 (+ up, in) 
enclose within sealed space. o goto the wall fare 
badly in competition. up the wall colloquial 
crazy; furious. wallflower 1 fragrant garden 
plant. 2 colloquial woman not dancing because 
partnerless. wall game Eton form of football. 
wallpaper © noun paper for covering interior 
walls of rooms. @ verb decorate with wallpaper. 
wall-to-wall 1 fitted to cover whole floor. 2 collo- 
quial ubiquitous. 

u noun 1 barricade, bulwark, dyke, fortification, 
parapet, rampart. 2 barrier, divider, fence, hedge, 
obstacle, partition, screen. © verb 3 (wall in) see 
ENCLOSE 1. 


wallaby /‘wolebi/ noun (plural -ies) small 
kangaroo-like marsupial. 

wallah /‘wole/ noun slang person connected 
with a specified occupation or thing. 

wallet /‘wolit/ noun small flat case for holding 
banknotes etc. 


l n notecase, pocketbook, pouch, purse. 

wall-eye noun eye with whitish iris or outward 
squint. o wall-eyed adjective. 

wallop /‘wolep/ colloquial verb (-p-) thrash, beat. 
@ noun 1 whack. 2 beer. 

wallow /'‘wolev/ verb 1 roll about in mud etc. 2 
(+ in) indulge unrestrainedly in. @ noun 1 act of 
wallowing. 2 place where animals wallow. 


m verb 1 roll about, welter. 2 (wallow in) glory in, 
indulge oneself in, luxuriate in, revelin, take 
delightin. 


wally | warder 


wally /‘wolt/ noun ( plural -ies) slang foolish or 
incompetent person. 

walnut /‘wo:lnat/ noun 1 tree with aromatic 
leaves and drooping catkins. 2 its nut. 3 its 
timber. 

walrus /‘wo:lres/ moun (plural same or 
walruses) long-tusked amphibious arctic 
mammal. o walrus moustache long thick droop- 
ing moustache. 

waltz /wo:ls/ noun 1 ballroom dance in triple 
time. 2 music for this. © verb 1 dance waltz. 2 
(often + in, out, round, etc.) colloquial move 
easily, casually, etc. 

wampum /‘wompem/ noun strings of, shell- 
beads formerly used by N. American Indians for 
money, ornament, etc. 

wan /won/ adjective (-nn-) pale; weary-looking. 
o wanly adverb. 

m anaemic, ashen, bloodless, colourless, 

exhausted, faint, feeble, livid, pale, pallid, pasty, 

sickly, tired, waxen, worn. 


wand /wond/ noun 1 fairy’sor magician’s magic 
stick. 2 staff as sign of office etc. 3 Music collo- 
quial conductor’s baton. 


| a baton, rod, staff, stick. 


wander /‘wonde/ verb 1 (often + in, off, etc.) go 
from place to place aimlessly. 2 meander. 3 
diverge from path etc. 4 talk or think incoher- 
ently; be inattentive or delirious. 0 wanderlust 
eagerness to travel or wander; restlessness. 
o wanderer noun. wandering adjective. 
a 14 drift, go aimlessly, prowl, ramble, range, roam, 
rove, saunter, stroll, travel about, walk. 2 curve, 
meander, snake, twist and turn, wind, zigzag. 3 
deviate, drift, err, stray, swerve, veer. 4 be 
inattentive, digress, drift, go off at a tangent, 
ramble, stray. 0 wandering see NOMADIC 
(NOMAD). 


wane verb (-ning) 1 (of moon) decrease in appar- 
ent size. 2 decrease in power, vigour, import- 
ance, size, etc. © noun process of waning. 0 on 
the wane declining. 

m verb decline, decrease, dim, diminish, dwindle, 

ebb, fade, fail, fall off, lessen, peter out, shrink, 

subside, taper off, weaken. 


wangle [‘weeng(e)l/ colloquial verb (-ling) con- 
trive to obtain (favour etc.). @noun act of 
wangling. 

wannabe /‘wonebi/ noun slang avid fan who 
apes person admired; anyone wishing to be 
someone else. 


want /wont/ verb 1 (often + to do) desire; wish 
for possession of. 2 need. 3 (+ to do) colloquial 
should. 4 (usually + for) lack; be without or fall 
short by. 5 (as wanted adjective) (of suspected 
criminal etc.) sought by police. © noun 1 lack, 
deficiency. 2 poverty, need. 3 desire. 
a verb 1 aspire to, covet, crave, desire, colloquial 
fancy, hanker after, colloquial have a yen for, 
hunger for, itch for, like, long for, miss, pine for, 
prefer, set one's heart on, thirst after, thirst for, 
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wish for, yearn for. 2 demand, need, require. 4 be 
short of, be without, lack, miss, need, require. 

© noun 1 absence, dearth, deficiency, 
insufficiency, lack, scarcity, shortage. 2 famine, 
hunger, need, penury, poverty, privation. 3 
demand, desire, need, requirement, wish. 


wanting adjective 1 lacking (in quality or 
quantity); unequal to requirements. 2 absent. 


wanton /‘wont(2)n/' adjective 1 licentious. 2 
capricious, arbitrary. 3 luxuriant, wild. o.noun 
literary licentious person. 0 wantonly adverb. 

wapiti /‘wopit1/ noun ( plural -s) large N. Ameri- 
can deer. 

war /wo:/ noun 1 armed hostility, esp. between 
nations. 2 specific period of this. 3 hostility 
between people. 4 (often + on) efforts against 
crime, poverty, etc. © verb (-rr-) 1 (as warring 
adjective) rival; fighting. 2 make war. o at war 
engaged in war. go to war begin war. on the 
warpath 1 going to war. 2 colloquial seeking con- 
frontation. wage war carry on war. war crime 
crime violating international laws of war. war 
cry 1 phrase or name shouted to rally troops. 
2 party slogan. war dance dance performed by 
primitive peoples before battle or after victory. 
warhead explosive head of missile. warhorse 1 
historical trooper’s horse. 2 colloquial veteran 
soldier. war memorial monument to those killed 
in (a) war. warmonger /-may) gə/ person who pro- 
motes war. warmongering noun & adjective. 
warpaint 1 paint put on body esp. by N. Ameri- 
can Indians before battle. 2 colloquial make-up. 
warship ship used in war. 

u noun 1 campaign, combat, conflict, fighting, 

hostilities, military action, strife, warfare. 3 

assault, battle, campaign, crusade, fight, 

offensive. o wage war see FIGHT verb 1. 


warble /‘wo:b(e)l/ verb (-ling) sing in a gentle 
trilling way. © noun warbling sound. 


warbler noun bird that warbles. 


ward /wo:d/ noun 1 separate division or room of 
hospital etc. 2 administrative division, esp. for 
elections. 3 minor etc. under care of guardian or 
court. 4 (in plural) corresponding notches and 
projections in key and lock. 5 archaic guardian- 
ship. o ward off 1 parry (blow). 2 avert (danger 
etc.). wardroom officers’ mess in warship. 

m 3 charge, dependant, minor. o ward off avert, 

beat off, block, chase away, check, deflect, fend 

off, forestall, parry, push away, repel, repulse, 

stave off, thwart, turn aside. 


-ward /wad/ suffix (also -wards) added to nouns 
of place or destination and to adverbs ofdirection 
and forming: 1 adverbs (usually -wards) 
meaning ‘towards the place etc.’ 2 adjectives 
(usually -ward) meaning ‘turned or tending 
towards’. 3 nouns meaning ‘the region tow 
or about’. 

warden /'wə:d(ə)n/ noun 1 supervising official. 
2 pees loent or governor of institution. 3 traffic 

en. 


warder /'wo:də/ noun (feminine wardress) 
prison officer. 
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| guard, jailer, keeper, prison officer. 


wardrobe /‘wo:draub/ noun 1 large cupboard 
for storing clothes. 2 stock of clothes. 3 theatre's 
costume department. o wardrobe master, mis- 
tress person in charge of theatrical wardrobe. 


wardship noun tutelage. 


ware noun 1 things of specified kind made 
usually for sale. 2 (usually in plural) articles for 
e. 


u 2 (wares) commodities, goods, merchandise, 
produce, stock, supplies. 


warehouse noun 1 building in which goodsare 
stored. 2 wholesale or large retail store. © verb 
(-sing) store in warehouse. 


| a noun 1 depository, depot, store, storehouse. 


warfare /‘wo:fea/ noun waging war; cam- 
paigning. 

warlike adjective 1 hostile. 2 soldierly. 3 mili- 
tary. 

a 1 aggressive, bellicose, belligerent, hawkish, 

hostile, militant, militaristic, pugnacious, 

warmongering, warring. 3 martial, military. 


warlock /‘wo:lok/ noun archaic sorcerer. 


warm /wo:m/ adjective 1 of or at fairly high tem- 
perature. 2 (of person) with skin at natural or 
slightly raised temperature. 3 (of clothes) 
affording warmth. 4 hearty, enthusiastic. 5 sym- 
pathetic, friendly, loving. 6 colloquial danger- 
ous, hostile. 7 colloquial (in game) near object 
sought. 8 colloquial near to guessing. 9 (ofcolour) 
reddish or yellowish, suggesting warmth. 10 (of 
scent in hunting) fresh and strong. @ verb make 
or become warm. @noun 1 act of warming. 2 
warmth. o warm-blooded (of animals) having 
blood temperature well above that of environ- 
ment. warm-hearted kind, friendly. warm- 
heartedness noun. warming-pan historical 
flat closed vessel holding hot coals for warm- 
ing beds. warm up 1 make or become warm. 
2 prepare for performance etc. by practising. 3 
reach temperature for efficient working. 4 re- 
heat (food). warm-up noun. a warmly adverb. 
warmth noun. 
m adjective 1 close, hot, lukewarm, subtropical, 
sultry, summery, temperate, tepid, warmish. 3 
cosy, thermal, thick, winter, woolly. 4 ardent, 
emotional, enthusiastic, excited, fervent, 
impassioned, passionate. 5 affable, affectionate, 
cordial, friendly, genial, kind, loving, sympathetic, 
warm-hearted. © verb heat, melt, thaw, thaw out. 


warn /wo:n/ verb 1 (often + of, that) inform of 
impending danger or misfortune. 2 (+ to do) 
advise (person) to take certain action. 3 (often + 
against) inform (person) about specific danger. 
u warn off tell (person) to keep away (from). 

m admonish, advise, alert, caution, counsel, 

forewarn, give a warning, give notice, inform, 

notify, raise the alarm, remind, tip off. 


warning noun what is said or done or occurs to 
warn person. 


wardrohe | wash 


a admonition, advance notice, advice, augury, 
caution, caveat, forewarning, hint, indication, 
Notice, notification, omen, portent, premonition, 
eae prophecy, reminder, sign, signal, threat, 


warp /wo:p/ verb 1 make or become distorted, 
esp. through heat, damp, etc. 2 make or become 
perverted or strange. 3 haul (ship etc.) by rope 
attached to fixed point. e noun 1 warped state. 2 
mental perversion. 3 lengthwise threads in loom. 
4rope used in warping ship. 

@ verb 1 become deformed, bend, buckle, contort, 

curl, curve, deform, distort, kink, twist. 


warrant /‘worent/ noun 1 thing that authorizes 
an action. 2 written authorization, money 
voucher, etc. 3 written authorization allowing 
police to carry out search or arrest. 4 certificate 
of service rank held by warrant officer. @ verb 1 
serve as warrant for; justify. 2 guarantee. 
o warrant officer officer ranking between com- 
missioned and non-commissioned officers. 

a noun 1-3 authorization, certification, 

document, entitlement, guarantee, licence, 

permit, sanction, voucher, warranty. @ verb 1 see 

JUSTIFY 1,2. 


warranty /‘woranti/ noun (plural-ies) 1 under- 
taking as to ownership or quality of thing sold 
etc., often accepting responsibility for repairs 
needed over specified period. 2 authority; justi- 
fication. 


warren /‘woren/ noun 1 network of rabbit 
burrows. 2 densely populated or labyrinthine 
building or district. 

warrior /‘worte/ noun person skilled in or famed 
for fighting. 

wart /wo:t/ noun 1 small round dry growth on 
skin. 2 protuberance on skin of animal, surface 
of plant, etc. awart-hog African wild pig. 
o warty adjective. 

wary /'weərr/ adjective (-ier, -iest) on one’s 
guard; circumspect, cautious. o warily adverb. 
wariness noun. 

m alert, apprehensive, attentive, colloquial cagey, 

careful, cautious, chary, circumspect, distrustful, 

heedful, observant, on one's guard, on the 

lookout, suspicious, vigilant, watchful. 


was Ist & 3rd singular past of BE. 


wash /wo$/ verb 1 cleanse with liquid. 2 (+ out, 
off, away, etc.) remove or be removed by 
washing. 3 wash oneself or one’s hands (and 
face). 4 wash clothes, dishes, etc. 5 (of fabric or 
dye) bear washing without damage. 6 bear 
scrutiny; be believed or acceptable. 7 (of river 
etc.) touch. 8 (of liquid) carry along in specified 
direction. 9 sweep, move, splash. 10 (+ over) 
occur without affecting (person). 11 sift (ore) by 
action of water. 12 brush watery colour over. 13 
poetical moisten. @noun 1 washing, being 
washed. 2 clothes for washing or just washed. 3 
motion of agitated water or air, esp. due to 
passage of vessel or aircraft. 4 kitchen slops 
given to pigs. 5 thin, weak, inferior, or animals’ 


washer | watch 


liquid food. 6 liquid to spread over surface to 
cleanse, heal, or colour. o washbasin basin for 
washing one’s hands etc. washboard 1 ribbed 
board for washing clothes. 2 this as percussion 
instrument. wash down 1 wash completely. 2 
(usually + with) accompany or follow (food). 
washed out 1 faded, pale. 2 colloquial exhausted. 
washed up esp. US slang defeated, having failed. 
wash one’s hands of decline responsibility for. 
wash out 1 clean inside of by washing. 2 collo- 
quial cause to be cancelled because of rain. 
wash-out noun colloquial complete failure. 
washroom esp. US public toilet. washstand 
piece of furniture for holding washbasin, 
soap-dish, etc. wash up 1 wash (dishes etc.) after 
use. 2 US wash one’s face and hands. 3 (of sea) 
carry on to shore. o washable adjective. 

| m verb 1 clean, cleanse, flush, launder, mop, rinse, 
scrub, shampoo, sluice, sponge down, swab 
down, swill, wipe. 3 bath, bathe, colloquial perform 
one’s ablutions, shower. 9 break, dash, flow, lap, 
pound, roll, splash. © noun 1 colloquial ablutions, 
bath, rinse, shampoo, shower. o wash-out 
disappointment, colloquial disaster, failure, slang 
flop. 


washer noun 1 person or thing that washes. 2 
flat ring placed between two surfaces or under 
plunger of tap, nut, etc. to tighten joint or dis- 
perse pressure. 


washerwoman noun laundress. 


washing noun clothes etc. for washing or just 
washed. cwashing machine machine for 
washing clothes. washing powder soap powder 
or detergent for washing clothes. washing-up 1 
washing of dishes etc. 2 dishes etc. for washing. 
i u laundry, the wash. : 

washy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 too watery or 
weak. 2 lacking vigour. 


wasn’t /'woz(ə)nt/ was not. 


Wasp /wosp/ noun (also WASP) US usually 
derogatory middle-class white American 
[Anglo-Saxon] Protestant. 


wasp /wosp/ noun stinging insect with black 
and yellow stripes. o wasp-waist very slender 
waist. 


waspish adjective irritable, snappish. 


wassail /'wpserl/ archaicnoun festive drinking. 
@ verb make merry. 


wastage /‘weistid3/ noun 1 amount wasted. 2 
loss by use, wear, or leakage. 3 (also natural 
wastage) loss of employees other than by 
redundancy. 


waste verb (-ting) 1 use to no purpose or for 
inadequate result or extravagantly. 2 fail to use. 
3 (often + on) give (advice etc.) without effect. 4 
(in passive) fail to be appreciated or used 
properly. 5 (often + away) wear away; make or 
become weak. 6 devastate. @ adjective 1 super- 
fluous; no longer needed. 2 uninhabited, not cul- 
tivated. @noun 1 act of wasting. 2 waste 
material. 3 waste region. 4 diminution by wear. 
‘5 waste pipe. Ogo, run to waste be wasted. 
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wasteland 1 land not productive or developed. 2 
spiritually or intellectually barren place or time, 
waste paper used or valueless paper. waste pipe 
pipe carrying off waste material. waste product 
useless by-product of manufacture or organism. 
u verb 1 dissipate, fritter, misspend, misuse, 
colloquial splurge, squander, use up. 5 become 
emaciated, become thin, become weaker, pine, 
weaken. © adjective 1 discarded, extra, 
superfluous, unusable, unused, unwanted, 
worthless. 2 bare, barren, derelict, empty, 
overgrown, run-down, uncared-for, uncultivated, 
undeveloped, unproductive, wild. © noun 1 
extravagance, indulgence, prodigality, profligacy, 
self-indulgence. 2 debris, dregs, effluent, excess, 
US garbage, junk, leavings, leftovers, litter, offcuts, 
refuse, remnants, rubbish, scrap, scraps, esp. US 
trash, wastage. 


wasteful adjective 1 extravagant. 2 causing or 
showing waste. o wastefully adverb. waste- 
fulness noun. 

na excessive, extravagant, improvident, 

imprudent, lavish, prodigal, profligate, reckless, 

spendthrift, thriftless, uneconomical, unthrifty. 


waster noun 1 wasteful person. 2 colloquial 
wastrel. 


wastrel /‘weistr(e)l/ moun good-for-nothing 
person. 


watch /wotS/ verb 1 keep eyes fixed on. 2 keep 
under observation; follow observantly. 3 (often 
+ for) be in alert state, be vigilant; take heed. 4 
(+ over) look after; take care of. © noun 1 small 
portable timepiece for wrist or pocket. 2 state of 
alert or constant attention. 3 Nautical usually 
4-hour spell of duty. 4 historical (member of) 
body of men patrolling streets at night. o keep 
watch be watchful; guard. on the watch waiting 
for anticipated occurrence. watchdog 1 dog 
guarding property. 2 person etc. monitoring 
others’ rights etc. watching brief brief of bar- 
rister who follows case for client not directly 
concerned. watchman man employed to look 
after empty building etc. at night. watch one’s 
step be cautious. watch out (often + for) be on 
one’s guard. watch-tower tower for observing 
prisoners, attackers, etc. watchword phrase 
summarizing guiding principle. o watcher noun 
(also in combination). 
verb 1 contemplate, eye, gaze at, keep one's 
eyes on, look at, mark, note, observe, regard, see, 
stare at, view. 2 follow, keep an eye on, keep watch 
on, monitor, observe, spy on. 3 attend, 
concentrate, heed, keep an eye open, pay 
attention, pay heed, take notice. 4 (watch 
care for, chaperon, defend, guard, keep an eye On, 
keep watch on, look after, mind, protect, 
safeguard, shield, superintend, supervise, take 
care of, take charge of, tend. o keep watch see 
GUARD Verb 2,3. on the watch see WATCHFUL. 
watchman custodian, guard, lookout, 
nightwatchman, security guard, sentinel, sentry, 
watch. watch one’s step see BEWARE 1. 
o watcher looker-on, observer, onlooker, 
spectator, viewer, witness; (watchers) audience. 
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watchful adjective 1 accustomed to watching. 2 
on the watch. o watchfully adverb. watchful- 
ness noun. 

a alert, attentive, eagle-eyed, heedful, observant, 

on the lookout, on the qui vive, on the watch, 

quick, sharp-eyed, vigilant. 


water /'wo:ta/ noun 1 transparent colourless 
liquid found in seas and rivers etc. and in rain 
etc. 2 sheet or body of water. 3 (in plural) part of 
sea or river. 4 (often the waters) mineral water 
at spa etc. 5 state of tide. 6 solution of specified 
substance in water. 7 transparency and lustre of 
gem. 8 (usually in plural) amniotic fluid: © verb 
1 sprinkle or soak with water. 2 supply (plant or 
animal) with water. 3 secrete water. 4 (as 
watered adjective) (of silk etc.) having irregular 
wavy finish. 5 take in supply of water. o make 
water urinate. water-bed mattress filled with 
water. water biscuit thin unsweetened biscuit. 
water buffalo common domestic Indian buffalo. 
water-butt barrel used to catch rainwater. water 
cannon device giving powerful water-jet to dis- 
perse crowd etc. water chestnut corm from a 
sedge, used in Chinese cookery. water-closet 
lavatory that can be flushed. watercolour 1 paint 
made with pigment diluted with water (not oil). 
2 picture painted or art of painting with this. 
watercourse 1 stream of water. 2 bed of this. 
watercress pungent cress growing in running 
water. water-diviner dowser. water down 1 
dilute. 2 make less forceful or horrifying. water- 
fall stream or river falling over precipice or 
down steep hill. waterfowl bird(s) frequenting 
water. waterfront part of town adjoining river 
etc. waterhole shallow depression in which 
water collects. water ice flavoured and frozen 
water and sugar. watering can portable con- 
tainer for watering plants. watering hole 1 pool 
where animals drink. 2 slang bar. watering 
place 1 watering hole. 2 spa or seaside resort. 
water jump jump over water in steeplechase etc. 
water level 1 surface of water. 2 height of this. 3 
water table. water lily aquatic plant with floating 
leaves and flowers. waterline line along which 
surface of water touches ship’s side. water- 
logged saturated or filled with water. water 
main main pipe in water supply system. water- 
man boatman plying for hire. watermark faint 
design in. paper identifying maker etc. 
water-meadow meadow periodically flooded by 
stream. water melon large dark green melon 
with red pulp and watery juice. water-mill mill 
worked by waterwheel. water pistol toy pistol 
shooting jet of water. water polo game played by 
swimmers with ball like football. water power 
mechanical force from weight or motion of 
water. waterproof @adjective impervious to 
water. © noun such garment or material. @ verb 
make waterproof. water-rat water vole. water 
rate charge for use of public water supply. 
water-repellent not easily penetrated by water. 
water-resistant able to resist, but not entirely 
prevent, penetration of water. watershed 1 line 
between waters flowing to different river basins. 
2 turning point in events. waterside edge of sea, 
lake, or river. water-ski each of pair of skis on 


watchful | wave 


which person is towed by motor boat across 
water. waterspout gyrating column of water and 
spray between sea and cloud. water-table plane 
below which ground is saturated with water. 
watertight 1 so closely fastened or fitted that 
water cannot leak through. 2 (of argument etc.) 
unassailable. water tower tower with elevated 
tank to give pressure for distributing water. 
water vole aquatic vole. waterway navigable 
channel. waterwheel wheel driven by water to 
drive machinery or to raise water. water-wings 
inflated floats used to support person learning to 
swim. waterworks 1 establishment for man- 
aging water supply. 2 colloquial shedding of 
tears. 3 colloquial urinary system. o waterless 
adjective. 

a noun 2 lake, ocean, pond, pool, river, sea, 
stream. @ verb 1,2 damp, dampen, douse, 
drench, flood, hose, inundate, irrigate, moisten, 
saturate, soak, souse, spray, sprinkle, wet. 

a water down 1 see DILUTE verb. waterfall 
cascade, cataract, falls. waterlogged boggy, 
marshy, saturated, soaked, sodden, soggy, 
watery. waterproof © adjective damp-proof, 
impermeable, impervious, sealed, water-repellent, 
water-resistant, watertight, weatherproof. @ noun 
cape, colloquial mac, mackintosh. 


watery adjective 1 containing too much water. 
2 too thin in consistency. 3 of or consisting of 
water. 4 vapid, uninteresting. 5 (of colour) pale. 
6 (of sun, moon, or sky) rainy-looking. 7 (of eyes) 
moist. 
a 1 see WET adjective 1. 2 dilute, diluted, liquid, 
runny, sloppy, tasteless, thin, watered-down, 
weak, colloquial wishy-washy. 3 aqueous, fluid, 
liquid. 4 bland, characterless, insipid, tasteless, 
vapid. 7 damp, moist, tear-filled, tearful, colloquial 
weepy, wet. 


watt /wot/ noun SI unit of power. 


wattage noun amount of electrical power 
expressed in watts. 


wattle’ /‘wot(a)l/ noun 1 interlaced rods and 
sticks used for fences etc. 2 Australian acacia 
with fragrant golden yellow flowers. o wattle 
and daub network of rods and twigs plastered 
with clay or mud as building material. 

wattle? /‘wot(a)l/ moun fleshy appendage 
hanging from head or neck of turkey etc. 

wave verb (-ving) 1 move (hand etc.) to and froin 
greeting or as signal. 2 direct (person) or express 
(greeting etc.) by waving. 3 show sinuous or 
sweeping motion. 4 give such motion to. 5 give 
undulating form to. 6 have such form. @ nour 1 
moving ridge of water between two depressions. 
2 long body of water curling into arch and 
breaking on shore. 3 thing compared to this. 4 
gesture of waving. 5 curved shape in hair. 6 tem- 
porary occurrence or heightening of condition or 
influence. 7 disturbance carrying motion, heat, 
light, sound, etc. through esp. fluid medium. 8 
single curve in this. o wave aside dismiss as 
intrusive or irrelevant. waveband radio wave- 
lengths between certain limits. wave down wave 
to (vehicle or driver) to stop. wavelength 1 dis- 
tance between successive crests of wave. 2 this 


wavelet | weakness 


as distinctive feature ofradio wavesfromatrans- 

mitter. 3 colloquial person's way of thinking. 
m verb 1, 2 gesticulate, gesture, indicate, sign, 
signal. 3, 4 billow, brandish, flail about, flap, 
flourish, fluctuate, flutter, move to and fro, ripple, 
shake, sway, swing, twirl, undulate, waft, wag, 
colloquial waggle, colloquial wiggle, zigzag. 
@ noun 1, 2 billow, breaker, ridge, ripple, roller, 
swell, undulation, wavelet. 4 flourish, 
gesticulation, gesture, shake, sign, signal. 6 
current, fashion, flood, ground swell, outbreak, 
surge, tendency, tide, trend, upsurge. 0 wave 
aside see DISMiIss 3,4. wavelength 2 channel, 

station, waveband. 


wavelet noun small wave. 

waver /'werva/ verb be or become unsteady or 
irresolute; begin to give way. 

u be in two minds, be unsteady, change, falter, 

flicker, hesitate, quake, quaver, quiver, shake, 

shiver, shudder, sway, teeter, tergiversate, totter, 

tremble, vacillate, wobble. 


Wavy adjective (-ier, -iest) having waves or 
alternate contrary curves. 0 waviness noun. 

m curling, curly, curving, heaving, rippling, rolling, 

sinuous, undulating, up and down, winding, 

zigzag. 


wax! noun 1 sticky pliable yellowish substance 
secreted by bees as material of honeycomb. 2 this 
bleached and purified for candles, modelling, etc. 
3 any similar substance. © verb 1 cover or treat 
with wax. 2 remove hair from (legs etc.) using 
wax. o waxwork 1 object, esp. lifelike dummy, 
modelled in wax. 2 (in plural) exhibition of wax 
dummies. 


wax verb 1 (of moon) increase in apparent size. 
2 grow larger or stronger. 3 become. 


waxen adjective 1 smooth or pale like wax. 2 
archaic made of wax. 
waxy /‘weks1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) resembling 
wax in consistency or in its surface. 
way noun 1 road, track, path, street. 2 course, 
route; direction. 3 method, means. 4 style, 
manner. 5 habitual course of action. 6 personal 
peculiarity. 7 normal course ofevents. 8 distance 
(to be) travelled. 9 unimpeded opportunity or 
space to advance. 10 advance; progress. 11 speci- 
fied condition or state. 12 respect, sense. 
@adverb colloquial far. o by the way inciden- 
tally. by way of 1 by means of. 2 as a form of. 3 
passing through. give way 1 yield under pres- 
sure. 2 give precedence. in the way, in (person’s) 
way forming obstruction (to). lead the way actas 
guide or leader. make one’s way 1 go. 2 prosper. 
make way for 1 allow to pass. 2 be superseded 
by. out of the way 1 not forming obstruction. 2 
disposed of. 3 unusual. 4 remote. pay its or one’s 
way 1 cover costs. 2 pay one’s expenses as they 
arise. under way in motion or progress. way 
back colloquial long ago. wayfarer traveller, esp. 
on foot. wayfaring noun. waylay 1 lie in wait for. 
2 stop to accost or rob. way of life principles or 
habits governing one’s actions. way-out collo- 
qular unusual, eccentric. wayside (land at) side 
of road. 
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u noun 1 see ROAD 1. 2 course, direction, path, 
route. 3 approach, avenue, course, knack, manner, 
means, method, mode, modus operandi, path, 
procedure, process, system, technique. 4 fashion, 
manner, mode, style. 5 custom, habit, modus 
vivendi, practice, routine, tradition. 6 
characteristic, eccentricity, idiosyncrasy, oddity, 
peculiarity. 8 distance, haul, journey. 10 advance, 
headway, movement, progress. 12 aspect, 
circumstance, detail, feature, particular, respect. 
u waylay accost, ambush, attack, await, 
colloquial buttonhole, detain, intercept, lie in wait 
for, pounce on, surprise. 


wayward /'werwəd/ adjective 1 childishly 


self-willed. 2 capricious. 0 waywardness noun. 


n 1 disobedient, headstrong, naughty, obstinate, 
self-willed, stubborn, uncontrollable, 
uncooperative, wilful. 


WC abbreviation 1 water-closet. 2 West Central. 
W/Cdr. abbreviation Wing Commander. 
we /wi:/ pronoun 1 used by speaker or writer to 
refer to himself or herself and one or more others 
as subject of verb. 2 used for I by sovereign in 
formal contexts or by editorial writer in news- 
paper. 
weak adjective 1 lacking in strength, power, or 
number. 2 lacking in vigour; sickly. 3 lacking in 
resolution. 4 unconvincing. 5 dilute, watery. 
6 (of verb) forming inflections by suffix. 
oweak-kneed colloquial lacking resolution. 
weak-minded 1 mentally deficient. 2 lacking 
resolution. o weaken verb. 
a 1 breakable, brittle, decrepit, defenceless, 
delicate, exposed, feeble, flawed, flimsy, fragile, 
frail, frangible, helpless, inadequate, insubstantial, 
rickety, shaky, slight, substandard, tender, thin, 
unguarded, unprotected, unsafe, unsound, 
unsteady, unsubstantial, vulnerable; of colour, 
light, sound, etc. dim, distant, fading, faint, 
indistinct, pale, poor, unclear, vague. 2 anaemic, 
debilitated, delicate, enervated, exhausted, feeble, 
frail, helpless, ill, infirm, listless, low, poorly, puny, 
sickly, slight, thin, tired out, wasted, weakly, weedy. 
3 cowardly, fearful, impotent, indecisive, 
ineffective, ineffectual, irresolute, powerless, 
formal pusillanimous, spineless, timid, timorous, 
unassertive, weak-minded, colloquial wimpish. 4 
feeble, flimsy, hollow, lame, colloquial pathetic, 
poor, shallow, unbelievable, unconvincing, 
unsatisfactory. 5 dilute, diluted, tasteless, thin, 
watery. 0 weaken abate, debilitate, decline, 
decrease, dilute, diminish, dwindle, ebb, 
emasculate, enervate, enfeeble, erode, exhaust, 
fade, flag, give in, give way, impair, lessen, lower, 
reduce, sag, sap, soften, thin down, undermine, 
wane, water down, yield. 


weakling noun feeble person or animal. 


m coward, milksop, colloquial pushover, runt, 
cocoa! softie, colloquial weed, colloquial 
wimp. 


weakly adverb in a weak way. @ adjective (-ier, 
-lest) sickly; not robust. 

weakness noun 1 being weak. 2 weak point. 3 
self-indulgent liking. 
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m 1 debility, decrepitude, delicacy, feebleness, 
flimsiness, fragility, frailty, impotence, incapacity, 
infirmity, lassitude, softness, vulnerability. 2 
Achilles heel, blemish, defect, error, failing, fault, 
flaw, foible, imperfection, inadequacy, mistake, 
shortcoming, weak spot. 3 affection, fancy, 
fondness, inclination, liking, partiality, penchant, 
predilection, soft spot, taste. 


weal‘ noun ridge raised on flesh by stroke of rod 
or whip. © verb raise weals on. 


weal? noun literary welfare. 


wealth /wel@/ noun 1 riches. 2 being rich. 3 
abundance. 
u 1, 2 affluence, assets, capital, fortune, 
derogatory lucre, means, money, opulence, 
possessions, property, prosperity, riches, 
substance. 3 abundance, bounty, copiousness, 
cornucopia, mine, plenty, profusion, store, 
treasury. 


wealthy adjective (-ier, -iest) having abun- 
dance, esp. of money. 

u affluent, colloquial flush, slang loaded, 

moneyed, opulent, privileged, prosperous, rich, 

colloquial well-heeled, well off, well-to-do. 


wean verb 1 accustom (infant or other young 
mammal) to food other than mother’s milk. 2 
(often + from, away from) disengage (from habit 
etc.) by enforced discontinuance. 

weapon /‘wepen/ noun 1 thing designed, used, 
or usable for inflicting bodily harm. 2 means for 
gaining advantage in a conflict. 0 weaponless 
adjective. 

a 1 (weapons) armaments, armoury, arms, 

arsenal, magazine, munitions, ordnance, small 

arms, weaponry. i 


weaponry noun weapons collectively. 


wear /weə/ verb (past wore; past participle 
worn) 1 have on one’s person as clothing, orna- 
ment, etc. 2 exhibit (expression etc.). 3 colloquial 
(usually in negative) tolerate. 4 (often + away, 
down) damage or deteriorate gradually by use or 
attrition. 5 make (hole etc.) by attrition. 6 (often 
+ out) exhaust. 7 (+ down) overcome by persist- 
ence. 8 (+ well etc.) endure continued use or life. 
9 (of time) pass, esp. tediously. @ noun 1 wearing, 
being worn. 2 things worn; fashionable or suit- 
able clothing. 3 (in full wear and tear) damage 
from continuous use. ġo wear off lose effect- 
iveness or intensity. wear out 1 use or be used 
until useless. 2 tire or be tired out. q wearer 
noun. 
m verb 1 be dressed in, clothe oneself in, dress in, 
have on, present oneself in. 2 adopt, assume, 
display, exhibit, show. 4 damage, fray, mark, scuff, 
weaken; (wear away) see ERODE. 6 (wear ouf) see 
wEARY verb. 8 (wear well) endure, last, stand the 
test of time, survive. 0 wear off see SUBSIDE 1. 


wearisome /‘wiertsom/ adjective tedious, 
monotonous. 


u boring, dreary, exhausting, monotonous, 
repetitive, tedious, tiring, troublesome, wearying. 


: weal | web 


weary ['wiarı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 very tired; 
intensely fatigued. 2 (+ of) tired of. 3 tiring, 
tedious. @verb (-ies, -ied) make or become 
weary. o wearily adverb. weariness noun. 
m adjective 1 colloquial beat, colloquial dead beat, 
dog-tired, drained, drawn, drowsy, enervated, 
exhausted, colloquial fagged, fatigued, flagging, 
footsore, jaded, jet-lagged, slang knackered, limp, 
listless, prostrate, colloquial shattered, sleepy, 
spent, tired, tired out, wearied, colloquial whacked, 
worn, worn out. 2 (weary of ) fed up with, impatient 
with, colloquial sick of, tired of. @ verb become 
bored, become tired, debilitate, drain, enervate, 
exhaust, fatigue, flag, slang knacker, overtire, sap, 
colloquial shatter, take it out of, tax, tire, weaken, 
wear out. 


weasel /'wi:z(ə)l/ moun small ferocious 
reddish-brown flesh-eating mammal. 

weather /'weðə/ noun atmospheric conditions 
at specified place or time as regards heat, cloudi- 
ness, humidity, sunshine, wind, and rain etc. 
@verb 1 expose to or affect by atmospheric 
changes; season (wood). 2 be discoloured or worn 
thus. 3 come safely through (storm etc.). 4 get to 
windward of. o make heavy weather of collo- 
quial exaggerate difficulty of. under the weather 
colloquial indisposed. weather-beaten affected 
by exposure to weather. weatherboard 1 sloping 
board attached at bottom of door to keep outrain. 
2 each of series of overlapping horizontal boards 
on wall. weathercock 1 weather vane in form 
of cock. 2 inconstant person. weather forecast 
prediction of likely weather. weather vane 
revolving pointer on church spire etc. to show 
direction of wind. 


m noun climate, the elements, meteorological 
conditions. © verb 3 see SURVIVE 3. 0 under the 
weather see ILL adjective 1. 


weatherproof /‘wedapru:f/ adjective resistant 
to effects of bad weather, esp. rain. © verb make 
weatherproof. 

weave’ verb (-ving; past wove /wavv/; past parti- 
ciple woven) 1 form (fabric) by interlacing 
threads. 2 form (threads) into fabric, esp. in 
loom. 3 (+ into) make (facts etc.) into story or 
connected whole. 4 make (story etc.) thus. 
@ noun style of weaving. 

u verb 1 braid, criss-cross, entwine, interlace, 

intertwine, interweave, knit, plait. 2 compose, 

create, make, put together. 


weave?’ verb (-ving) move repeatedly from side 
to side; take intricate course. 


u dodge, make one's way, tack, twist and turn, 
| wind, zigzag. 


‘weaver noun 1 person who weaves fabric. 2 (in 
full weaver-bird) tropical bird building elabor- 
ately woven nest. 

web noun 1 woven fabric. 2amount woven inone 
piece. 3 complex structure or series. 4 cobweb or 
similar tissue. 5 membrane connecting toes of 
aquatic bird or other animal. 6 large rollof paper 
for printing. a web-footed having toes con- 
nected by web. o webbed adjective. 


l u 3 criss-cross, lattice, mesh, net, network. 


webbing | weir 


webbing noun strong narrow closely woven 
fabric for belts etc. 


weber /‘veiba/ noun SI unit of magnetic flux. 
Wed. abbreviation (also Weds.) Wednesday. 


wed verb (-dd-; past and past participle wedded 
or wed) 1 usually formal or literary marry. 2 
unite. 3 (as wedded adjective) of or in marriage. 
4 (as wedded adjective) (+ to) obstinately 
attached to (pursuit etc.). 


we'd /wi:d/ 1 we had. 2 we should; we would. 


wedding /‘wedm/ noun marriage ceremony. 
o wedding breakfast meal etc. between wedding 
and departure for honeymoon. wedding cake 
rich decorated cake served at wedding reception. 
wedding ring ring worn by married person. 


| u marriage, nuptials, union. 


wedge noun 1 piece of tapering wood, metal, 
etc., used for forcing things apart or fixing them 
immovably etc. 2 wedge-shaped thing. © verb 
(-ging) 1 secure or force open or apart with 
wedge. 2 (+ in, into) pack or force (thing, oneself) 
in or into. o thin end of the wedge colloquial 
small beginning that may lead to something 
more serious. 


| m verb 2 cram, force, jam, pack, squeeze, stick. 


wedlock /'wedlok/ noun married state. 0 born 
in or out of wedlock born of married or unmar- 
ried parents. 


Wednesday /‘wenzdet/ noun day of week fol- 
lowing Tuesday. 


wee adjective (weer /‘wi:a/, weest /'wi:1st/) 1 esp. 
Scottish little. 2 (esp. in phrase a wee bit) collo- 
quial tiny. 

weed noun 1 wild plant growing where it is 
not wanted. 2 colloquial feeble or thin and 
weak-looking person. 3 (the weed) slang mari- 
juana. 4 (the weed) slang tobacco. © verb 1 rid of 
weeds or unwanted parts. 2 (+ out) sort out and 
remove (inferior or unwanted parts etc.). 3 (+ 
out) rid of inferior or unwanted parts etc. 4 
remove or destroy weeds. 


weeds plural noun (in full widow’s weeds) 
archaic deep mourning worn by widow. 


weedy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 weak, feeble. 2 full 
of weeds. 


week noun 1 7-day period reckoned usually from 
Saturday midnight. 2 any 7-day period. 3 the 6 
days between Sundays. 4 the 5 days Monday to 
Friday. 5 period of work done during week. 
Oweekday day other than (Saturday or) 
Sunday. weekend Saturday and Sunday. 


weekly adjective done, produced, or occurring 
once a week. @aduverb once a week. © noun 
(plural -ies) weekly newspaper or periodical. 


weeny /'wi:n1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 
tiny. 

weep verb (past & past participle wept) 1 shed 
tears. 2 (often + for) lament over. 3 be covered 
with or send forth drops. 4 come or send forth in 
drops; exude liquid. 5 (as weeping adjective) (of 
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tree) have drooping branches. @ noun spell of 
weeping. 
u verb 1 bawl, slang blub, blubber, cry, colloquial 
grizzle, mewl, moan, shed tears, snivel, sob, wail, 
whimper, whine. 2 (weep for) bemoan, bewail, 
lament over. 


weepie noun colloquial sentimental or emo- 
tional film, play, etc. 


weepy adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial inclined 
to weep; tearful. 

weevil /‘wi:vil/ noun destructive beetle feeding 
esp. on grain. 

weft noun threads woven across warp to make 
fabric. 


weigh /wer/ verb 1 find weight of. 2 balance in 
hand (as if) to guess weight of. 3 (often + out) 
take definite weight of (substance); measure out 
(specified weight). 4 estimate relative value or 
importance of. 5 (+ with, against) compare with. 
6 be of specified weight or importance. 7 have 
influence. 8 (often + on) be heavy or burdensome 
(to). 9 raise (anchor). o weighbridge weighing 
machine for vehicles. weigh down 1 bring down 
by weight. 2 oppress. weigh in (of boxer before 
contest, or jockey after race) be weighed. 
weigh-in noun. weighing machine machine for 
weighing large weights. weigh in with colloquial 
advance (argument etc.) confidently. weigh 
one’s words carefully choose words to express 
something. weigh up colloquial form estimate of. 
u 1, 3 measure. 4 assess, consider, contemplate, 
evaluate, judge, ponder, reflect on, think about, 
colloquial weigh up. 7 be important, carry weight, 
count, slang cut any ice, have weight, matter. 
u weigh down 2 see BURDEN verb. weighing 
machine balance, scales, spring balance, 
weighbridge. weigh up see EVALUATE 1. 


weight /weit/ noun 1 force on a body due to 
earth’s gravitation. 2 heaviness of body.3 quant- 
itative expression of a body’s weight. 4 scale of 
such weights. 5 body of known weight for use in 
weighing or weight training. 6 heavy body, esp. 
used in mechanism etc. 7 load, burden. 8 influ- 
ence, importance. 9 preponderance (of evidence 
etc.). @ verb 1 attach a weight to. 2 hold down 
with a weight. 3 impede, burden. 4 bias. o pull 
one’s weight do fair share of work. weightlifting 
sport of lifting heavy objects. weight training 
physical training using weights. o weightless 
adjective. 
a noun 2 density, heaviness, mass, tonnage. 7 
burden, load, pressure, strain. 8 authority, 
credibility, emphasis, force, gravity, importance, 
power, seriousness, significance, substance, 
value, worth. © verb 1, 2 ballast, hold down, keep 
down, load, make heavy, weigh down. 4 bias, load. 


weighting noun extra pay in special cases. 

weighty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 heavy. 2 
momentous. 3 deserving attention. 4 influential, 
authoritative. o weightiness noun. 


weir /wia/ noun dam across river to retain water 
and regulate its flow. 
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weird /wiad/ adjective 1 uncanny, supernatural. 
2 colloquial queer, incomprehensible. o weirdly 
adverb. weirdness noun. 
1 creepy, eerie, ghostly, mysterious, 
preternatural, colloquial scary, colloquial spooky, 
supernatural, unaccountable, uncanny, unearthly, 
unnatural. 2 abnormal, bizarre, cranky, curious, 
eccentric, funny, grotesque, odd, outlandish, 
peculiar, queer, quirky, strange, unconventional, 
unusual, colloquial way-out, zany. ` 


weirdo /‘wiadeu/ noun (plural -os) colloquial 
odd or eccentric person. 


welch = WELsH. 
welcome /‘welkam/ noun kind or glad greeting 


or reception. Ointerjection: expressing such - 


greeting. © verb (-ming) receive with welcome. 
adjective 1 gladly received. 2 (+ to) cordially 
allowed or invited to. o make welcome receive 
hospitably. 

m noun greeting, reception, formal salutation. 

© verb accept, appreciate, approve of, delight in, 
greet, hail, like, receive, want. © adjective 1 - 
acceptable, accepted, agreeable, appreciated, 
desirable, gratifying, nice, pleasant, pleasing, 
pleasurable. 


weld verb 1 join (pieces of metal or plastic) using 
heat, usually from electric arc. 2 fashion into 
effectual or homogeneous whole. © noun welded 
joint. o welder noun. 


a verb 1 bond, cement, fasten, fuse, join, solder. 2 
see UNITE 1. 


welfare /'welfeo/ noun 1 well-being, happiness; 
health and prosperity (of person, community, 
etc.). 2 (Welfare) financial support from state. 
u welfare state 1 system of social services con- 
trolled or financed by government. 2state operat- 
ing this. welfare work organized effort for 
welfare of poor, disabled, etc. 

ua 1 advantage, benefit, felicity, good, happiness, 

health, interest, prosperity, well-being. 


welkin /‘welkm/ noun poetical sky. 


well! adverb (better, best) 1 in satisfactory way. 
2 with distinction. 3 in kind way. 4 thoroughly, 
carefully. 5 with heartiness or approval. 6 prob- 
ably, reasonably. 7 to considerable extent. 8 
slang extremely. © adjective (better, best) 1 in 
good health. 2 in satisfactory state or position. 3 
advisable. © interjection: expressing astonish- 
ment, resignation, etc., or introducing speech. 
u as well 1 in addition. 2 advisable, desirable. 3 
reasonably. as well as in addition to. well 
adjusted (well-adjusted before noun) mentally 
and emotionally stable. well advised prudent. 
well and truly decisively, completely. well ap- 
pointed (well-appointed before noun) properly 
equipped or fitted out. well away 1 having 
made considerable progress. 2 colloquial fast 
asleep or drunk. well balanced (well-balanced 
before noun) sane, sensible. well behaved (well- 
behaved before noun) having good conduct. 
well-being happiness, health, prosperity. well 
born (well-born before noun) of noble family. 
well bred (well-bred before noun) having 


weird | wellington 


or showing good breeding or manners. well 
built (well-built before noun) big, strong, and 
shapely. well-connected related to good fam- 
ilies. well developed (well-developed before 
noun) 1 fully grown. 2 of generous size. well dis- 
posed (well-disposed before noun) (often + 
towards) friendly, sympathetic. well earned 
(well-earned before noun) fully deserved. well 
endowed (well-endowed before noun) 1 well 
provided with money etc. 2 colloquial (of man) 
having large genitals; (of woman) large-breasted. 
well founded (well-founded before noun) based 
on good evidence. well groomed (well-groomed 
before noun) with carefully tended hair, clothes, 
etc. ‘well-heeled colloquial wealthy. well in- 
formed (well-informed before noun) having 
much knowledge or information. well inten- 
tioned (well-intentioned before noun) having 
or showing good intentions. well judged (well- 
judged before noun) opportunely, skilfully, 
or discreetly done. well kept (well-kept before 
noun) kept in good condition. well known (well- 
known before noun) known to many. well 
meaning, meant (well-meaning, -meant before 
noun) well intentioned. well-nigh almost. well 
off (well-off before noun) 1 rich. 2 fortunately 
situated. well read (well-read before noun) 
having read (and learnt) much. well-spoken 
articulate or refined in speech. well-to-do pros- 
perous. well tried (well-tried before noun) often 
tested with good result. well-wisher person who 
wishes another well. well worn (well-worn 
before noun) much used, trite. 

a adjective 1 fit, hale, healthy, hearty, in fine fettle, 
lively, robust, sound, strong, thriving, vigorous. 2 
all right, fine, colloquial OK, satisfactory. 0 well 
behaved cooperative, disciplined, docile, dutiful, 
good, hard-working, law-abiding, manageable, 
nice, obedient, polite, quiet, well trained. well 
bred courteous, courtly, cultivated, decorous, 
genteel, polite, proper, refined, sophisticated, 
urbane, well brought up, well mannered. well built 
athletic, big, brawny, burly, hefty, muscular, 
powerful, stocky, strapping, strong, sturdy, 
upstanding. well known celebrated, eminent, 
familiar, famous, illustrious, noted, notorious, 
prominent, renowned. well meaning 
good-natured, kind, obliging, sincere, well 
intentioned, well meant. well off 1 affluent, 
comfortable, moneyed, prosperous, rich, 
colloquial well-heeled, well-to-do. well-spoken 
articulate, educated, polite, refined. 


well? noun 1 shaft sunk in ground to obtain 
water, oil, etc. 2 enclosed space resembling 
well-shaft, e.g. central space in building for stair- 
case, lift, light, or ventilation. 3 source. 4 (in 
plural) spa. 5 inkwell. 6 railed space in law court. 
© verb (+ out, up) rise or flow as water from well. 
o well-head, -spring source. 


a noun 1 bore, gusher, shaft. 3 fountain, source, 
| spring, well-spring. 


we'll /wi:l/ we shall; we will. 


wellington /‘weltyt(e)n/ noun (in full welling- 
ton boot) waterproof rubber boot usually reach- 
ing knee. 


welly | wheat 


welly /‘welt/ noun ( plural -ies) colloquial wel- 
lington. 

Welsh adjective of Wales. © noun 1 language of 
Wales. 2 (the Welsh) (treated as plural) the 
Welsh people. oWelshman, Welshwoman 
native of Wales. Welsh rarebit dish of melted 
cheese etc. on toast. 


welsh verb (also welch /weltS/) 1 (of loser of bet, 
esp. bookmaker) evade an obligation. 2 (+ on) fail 
to carry out promise to (person). 3 (+ on) fail to 
honour (obligation). 

welt noun 1 leather rim sewn to shoe-upper for 
sole to be attached to. 2 weal. 3 ribbed or re- 
inforced border of garment. 4 heavy blow. © verb 
4 provide with welt. 2 raise weals on; thrash 

welter /‘welta/ verb 1 roll, wallow. 2 (+ in) be 
soaked in. © noun 1 general confusion. 2 disor- 
derly mixture. 

welterweight /'‘weltawert/ noun amateur 
boxing weight (63.5-67 kg). 

wen noun benign tumour on skin. 

wench noun jocular girl, young woman. 

wend verb o wend one’s way g0. 

went past of co’. 

wept past & past participle of WEEP. 

were 2nd singular past, plural past, and past sub- 
junctive of BE. 


we're /wia/ we are. 
weren't /wa:nt/ were not. 


~ werewolf /‘weewulf/ noun (plural -wolves) 
Mythology human being who changes into wolf. 


Wesleyan /‘wezlren/ adjective of Protestant 
denomination founded by John Wesley. © noun 
member of this denomination. . 


west noun 1 point of horizon where sun sets 
at equinoxes. 2 corresponding compass point. 3 
(usually the West) European civilization. 4 
(usually the West) western part of world, 
country, town, etc. oadjective 1 towards, at, 
near, or facing west. 2 (of wind) from west. 
@ adverb 1 towards, at, or near west. 2 (+ of) 
further west than. o go west slang be killed or 
wrecked etc. westbound travelling or leading 
west. West End fashionable part of London. 
west-north-west, west-south-west point mid- 
way between west and north-west or south- 
west. o westward adjective, adverb, & noun. 
westwards adverb. 


westering /'westorm/ adjective (ofsun) nearing 
the west. 

westerly /‘westali/ adjective & adverb 1 in 
western position or direction. 2 (of wind) from 
west. @ noun (plural -ies) wind from west. 

western /'west(a)n/ adjective of or in west. 
@ noun film or novel about cowboys in western 
N. America. o westernize verb (also -ise) (-zing 
or -sing). westernmost adjective. 


westerner noun native or inhabitant of west. 


wet adjective (-tt-) 1 soaked or covered with 
water or other liquid. 2 (of weather) rainy. 3 (of 
paint) not yet dried. 4 used with water. 5 collo- 
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quial feeble. © verb (-tt-; past and past participle 
wet or wetted) 1 make wet. 2 urinate in or on. 
enoun 1 liquid that wets something. 2 rainy 
weather. 3 colloquial feeble or spiritless person. 
4 colloquial liberal Conservative. 5 colloquial 
drink. awet behind the ears immature, in- 
experienced. wet blanket gloomy person dis- 
couraging cheerfulness etc. wet-nurse © noun 
woman employed to suckle another's child. 
o verb 1 act as wet-nurse to. 2 colloquial treat as 
if helpless. o wetness noun. 
u adjective 4 awash, bedraggled, clammy, damp, 
dank, dewy, drenched, dripping, moist, saturated, 
sloppy, soaked, soaking, sodden, soggy, sopping, 
soused, spongy, submerged, waterlogged, 
watery, wringing. 2 drizzly, pouring, rainy, showery, 
teeming. 3 runny, sticky, tacky. © verb 1 dampen, 
douse, drench, irrigate, moisten, saturate, soak, 
spray, sprinkle, steep, water. © noun 1 dampness, 
dew, humidity, liquid, moisture. 2 damp, drizzle, 
rain. 


wether /‘weda/ noun castrated ram. 


wetland /wetlzend/ noun (usually in plural) sat- 
urated area of land; marsh. 


we've /wi:v/ we have. 
Wg. Cdr. abbreviation Wing Commander. 


whack colloquial verb 1 hit forcefully. 2 (as 
whacked adjective) tired out. © moun 1 sharp or 
resounding blow. 2 slang share. 


whacking colloquial adjective large. © adverb 
very. 

whale noun (plural same or -s) large fishlike 
marine mammal. © verb (-ling) hunt whales. 
oO whalebone elastic horny substance in upper 
jaw of some whales. 


whaler noun whaling ship or seaman. 


wham interjection colloquial: expressing. forcible 
impact. 

wharf /wo:f/ noun (plural wharves /wo:vz/ or 
-s) quayside structure for loading or unloading 
of moored vessels. @ verb 1 moor (ship) at wharf. 
2 store (goods) on wharf. 


what /wot/ interrogative adjective: used in asking 
someone to specify one or more things from an 
indefinite number. © adjective (usually in ex- 
clamation) how great; how remarkable. © rela- 
tive adjective the or any ... that. © interrogative 
pronoun 1 what thing(s). 2 what did you say? 
@ relative pronoun 1 the things which. 2 any- 
thing that. o whatever 1 anything at all that. 2 
no matter what. 3 (with negative or in questions) 
at all; of any kind. what for? colloquial for what 
reason? what have you colloquial anything else 
similar. whatnot unspecified thing. what not col- 
loquial other similar things. whatsoever what- 
ever. know what's what colloquial have common 
sense; know what is useful or important. what 
with colloquial because of. 


wheat noun ‘ cereal plant bearing dense 4-sided 
seed-spikes. 2 its grain used for flour etc. 
o wheat germ wheatembryo extracted as source 
of vitamins. wheatmeal flour from wheat with 
some bran and germ removed. 
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wheatear /‘wi:tta/ noun small migratory bird. 
wheaten adjective made of wheat. 


wheedle /'wi:d(2)l/ verb (-ling) 1 coax by flat- 
tery or endearments. 2 (+ out) get (thing) from 
person or cheat (person) of thing by wheedling. 


wheel noun 1 circular frame or disc revolving 
on axle and used to propel vehicle or other 
machinery. 2 wheel-like thing. 3 motion as of 
wheel. 4 movement of line of men etc. with one 
end as pivot. 5 (in plural) slang car. @ verb 1 turn 
on axis or pivot. 2 swing round in line with one 
end as pivot. 3 (often + about, around) (cause to) 
change direction or face another way. 4 push or 
pull (wheeled thing, or its load or occupant). 5 go 
in circles or curves. 0 wheel and deal engage in 
political or commercial scheming. wheelbarrow 
small cart with one wheel at front and two 
handles. wheelbase distance between axles of 
vehicle. wheelchair disabled person's chair on 
wheels. wheel-spin rotation of vehicle’s wheels 
without traction. wheels within wheels 1 intri- 
cate machinery. 2 colloquial indirect or secret 
agencies. wheelwright maker or repairer of 
wheels. 
a noun 1 circle, disc, hoop, ring. © verb 1, 2 circle, 
gyrate, pivot, revolve, rotate, spin, swing round, 
swivel, turn, whirl. 3 spin round, swerve, swing 
round, swivel, turn, veer. 5 circle, move in circles, 
orbit. 


wheelie noun slang manoeuvre on bicycle or 
motorcycle with front wheel off the ground. 


wheeze verb (-zing) breathe or utter with 
audible whistling sound. @moun 1 sound of 
wheezing. 2 colloquial clever scheme. 0 wheezy 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 


| m verb breathe noisily, gasp, pant, puff. 


whelk noun spiral-shelled marine mollusc. 


whelp noun 1 young dog, puppy. 2 archaic cub. 
3 ill-mannered child or youth. © verb give birth 
to puppies. 

when interrogative adverb at what time. © rela- 
tive adverb (time etc.) at or on which. © conjunc- 
tion 1 at the or any time that. 2 as soon as. 3 
although. 4 after which; and then; but just then. 
© pronoun what time; which time. 0 whenever, 
whensoever 1 at whatever time; on whatever 
occasion. 2 every time that. 


whence archaic or formal interrogative adverb 
from what place. © relative adverb (place etc.) 
from which. econjunction to the place from 
which. 


where /weo/ interrogative adverb 1 inor to what 
place. 2 in what direction. 3 in what respect. 
@ relative adverb (place etc.) in or to which. 
e@ conjunction 1 in or to the or any place, direc- 
tion, or respect in which. 2 and there. © inter- 
rogative pronoun what place. @ relative pronoun 
the place in or to which. o whereabouts © inter- 
rogative adverb approximately where. @ noun 
person’s or thing’s location. whereas 1 in con- 
trast or comparison with the fact that. 2 taking 
into consideration the fact that. whereby by 
what or which means. wherefore archaic for 


wheatear | whine 


what or which reason. wherein formal in what 
or which. whereof formal of what or which. 
whereupon immediately after which. wherever 
1 anywhere atall that. 2 no matter where. where- 
withal /-w169:1/ colloquial money etc. needed for 
a purpose. 


ao whereabouts noun location, place, position, 
site, situation. 


wherry /‘wer1/ noun (plural-ies) 1 light rowing 
boat, usually for carrying passengers. 2 large 
light barge. 

whet verb (-tt-) 1 sharpen. 2 stimulate (appetite 
etc.). whetstone stone for sharpening 
cutting-tools. 

whether /'weðə/ conjunction: introducing first 
or both of alternative possibilities. 

whew /hwiju:/ interjection: expressing astonish- 
ment, consternation, or relief. 

whey /wer/ noun watery liquid left when milk 
forms curds. 0 whey-faced pale, esp. with fear. 

which interrogative adjective: used in asking 
someone to specify one or more things from a 
definite set of alternatives. © relative adjective 
being the one just referred to; and this or these. 
© interrogative pronoun which person(s) or 
thing(s). @relative pronoun which thing(s). 
oO whichever 1 any which. 2 no matter which. 

whiff noun 1 puff of air, smoke, etc. 2 smell. 3 (+ 
of ) trace of. 4 small cigar. 


m 1 breath, puff. 2 see SMELL noun 2-3. 3 see HINT 
noun 3. 


Whig noun historical member of British political 
party succeeded by Liberals. u Whiggery noun. 
Whiggish adjective. Whiggism noun. 

while noun period of time. @conjunction 1 
during the time that; for as long as; at the same 
time as. 2 although, whereas. @ verb (-ling) (+ 
away) pass (time etc.) in leisurely or interesting 
way. © relative adverb (time etc.) during which. 
u for awhile for sometime. ina while soon. once 
in awhile occasionally. 


whilst /wailst/ adverb & conjunction while. 
whim noun sudden fancy; caprice. 


| m caprice, desire, fancy, impulse, urge. 


whimper /‘wimpo/ verb make feeble, querulous, 
or frightened sounds. @ noun such sound. 

whimsical /‘wmmz1k(s)l/ adjective 1 capricious. 
2 fantastic. o whimsicality /-'kæl-/ noun. whim- 
sically adverb. 


whimsy /‘wimzi/ noun (plural -ies) whim. 


whin noun (in singular or plural) gorse. 0 whin- 
chat small songbird. 

whine noun 1 long-drawn complaining cry (as) 
of dog or child. 2 querulous tone or complaint. 
@ verb (-ning) 1 emit or utter whine(s). 2 com- 
plain. 

n verb complain, cry, colloquial grizzle, groan, 

moan, snivel, wail, weep, whimper, colloquial 

whinge. 


whinge | white 


whinge /wind3/ verb (-geing or -ging) colloquial 
complain peevishly. 

whinny /‘wm1/ noun (plural -ies) gentle or 
joyful neigh. © verb (-ies, -ied) emit whinny. 

whip noun 1 lash attached to stick, for urging on 
or for punishing. 2 person appointed by political 
party to control its discipline and tactics in Par- 
liament. 3 whip’s written notice requesting 
member’s attendance. 4 food made with whipped 
cream etc. 5 whipper-in. © verb (-pp-) 1 beat or 
urge on with whip. 2 beat (eggs, cream, etc.) into 
froth. 3 take or move suddenly or quickly. 4 slang 
steal. 5 slang excel. 6 slang defeat. 7 bind with 
spirally wound twine. 8 sew with overcast 
stitches. u whipcord tightly twisted cord. (the) 
whip hand advantage, control; whiplash sudden 
jerk. whipper-in huntsman’s assistant who 
manages hounds. whipping boy scapegoat. 
whip-round colloquial informal collection of 
money among group of people. whipstock 
handle of whip. whip up excite (feeling etc.). 

n noun 1 birch, cane, cat, historical 

cat-o'-nine-tails, crop, horsewhip, lash, scourge, 

switch. © verb 1 beat, birch, cane, flagellate, flog, 

hit, horsewhip, lash, scourge, slang tan, thrash. 2 

beat, whisk. 


whippersnapper /‘wipasnepe/ noun 1 small 
child. 2 insignificant but presumptuous person. 


whippet /‘wipit/ noun crossbred dog of grey- 
hound type, used for racing. 

whippoorwill /‘wmpuewd/ noun N. American 
nightjar. 

whirl verb 1 swing round and round; revolve 
rapidly. 2 (+ away) convey or go rapidly in car 
etc. 3 send or travel swiftly in orbit or curve. 
4 (of brain etc.) seem to spin round. @noun 1 
whirling movement. 2 state of intense activity or 
confusion. o give it a whirl colloquial attempt it. 
whirlpool circular eddy in sea, river, etc. whirl- 
wind @noun whirling mass or column of air. 
© adjective very rapid. 

m verb 1, 3 circle, gyrate, pirouette, revolve, rotate, 

spin, swivel, turn, twirl, twist, wheel. 4 reel, spin. 

o whirlpool eddy, maelstrom, swirl, vortex, whirl. 

whirlwind noun cyclone, hurricane, tornado, 

typhoon, vortex, waterspout. 


whirligig /'ws:ligig/ noun 1 spinning or 
wiring toy. 2 merry-go-round. 3 revolving 
motion. 


whirr oun continuous buzzing or softly clicking 
sound. © verb (-rr-) make this sound. 


whisk verb 1 (+ away, off) brush with sweeping 
movement. 2 (+ away, off) take suddenly. 3 whip 
(cream, eggs, etc.). 4 convey or go lightly or 
quickly. 5 wave (object). @noun 1 whisking 
movement. 2 utensil for whipping eggs, cream, 
etc. 3 bunch of twigs, bristles, etc. for brushing 
or dusting. 


m verb 3 beat, mix, stir, whip. © noun 2 beater, 
mixer. 


whisker /‘wisko/ noun 1 (usually in plural) hair 
on cheeks or sides of face of man. 2 each of 
bristles on face of cat etc. 3 colloquial small dis- 
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tance. owhiskered adjective. whiskery adjec- 
tive. 


m 1 (whiskers) bristles, hairs, moustache. 


whisky /'‘wiski/ noun (Irish & US whiskey) 
(plural -ies or -eys) spirit distilled esp. from 
malted barley. 

whisper /‘wispa/ verb 1 speak using breath 
instead of vocal cords. 2 talk or say in barely 
audible tone or confidential way. 3 rustle, 
murmur. @ oun 1 whispering speech or sound. 
2 thing whispered. 

u verb 1, 2 breathe, hiss, murmur, mutter. 3 

murmur, rustle, sough. © noun 1 murmur, 

undertone. 2 gossip, hearsay, rumour. 


whist noun card game, usually for two pairs of 
opponents. owhist drive whist-party with 
players moving on from table to table. 


whistle /‘wis(9)l/ noun 1 clear shrill sound made 
by forcing breath through lips contracted to 
narrow opening. 2 similar sound made by bird, 
wind, missile, etc. 3 instrument used to produce 
such sound. © verb (-ling) 1 emit whistle. 2 give 
signal or express surprise or derision by whist- 
ling. 3 (often + up) summon or give signal to thus. 
4 produce (tune) by whistling. 5 (+ for) seek or 
desire in vain. o whistle-stop 1 US small unim- 
portant town on railway. 2 politician’s brief 
pause for electioneering speech on tour. 


| noun 3 hooter, pipe, siren. © verb 4 blow, pipe. 


Whit noun Whitsuntide. © adjective of Whitsun- 
tide. o Whit Sunday 7th Sunday after Easter, 
commemorating Pentecost. 


whit noun particle; least possible amount. 


white adjective 1 of colour produced by re- 
flection or transmission of all light; of colour 
of snow or milk. 2 pale. 3 of the human racial 
group having light-coloured skin. 4 albino. 5 (of 
hair) having lost its colour. 6 (of coffee) with milk 
or cream. © noun 1 white colour, paint, clothes, 
etc. 2(in plural) white garments worn in cricket, 
tennis, etc. 3 (player using) lighter-coloured 
pieces in chess etc. 4 egg white. 5 whitish part of 
eyeball round iris. 6 white person. o white ant 
termite. whitebait small silvery-white food-fish. 
white cell leucocyte. white-collar (of worker or 
work) non-manual, clerical, professional. white 
corpuscle leucocyte. white elephant useless 
possession. white feather symbol of cowardice. 
white flag symbol of surrender. white goods 
large domestic electrical equipment. white heat 
1 degree of heat making metal glow white. 2 state 
of intense anger or passion. white-hot adjective. 
white hope person expected to achieve much. 
white horses white-crested waves. white lead 
mixture containing lead carbonate used as white 
pigment. white lie harmless or trivial untruth. 
white magic magic used for beneficent purposes. 
white meat poultry, veal, rabbit, and pork. White 
Paper government report giving information. 
white pepper pepper made by grinding husked 
berry. white sauce sauce of flour, melted butter, 
and milk or cream. white slave woman en- 
trapped for prostitution. white spirit light pet- 
roleum as solvent. white sugar purified sugar. 
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white tie man’s white bow tie as part of full 
evening dress. white water shallow or ft 
stretch of water. white wedding wedding where 
bride wears formal white dress. whitewood 
light-coloured wood, esp. prepared for Staining 
etc. d whiten verb. whitener noun. whiteness 
noun. whitish adjective. 

m adjective 1 chalky, cream, ivory, milky, silver, 
snow white, snowy, whitish. 2 see PALE’ adjective 
1. a whiten blanch, bleach, etiolate, fade, lighten, 
pale. 


whitewash /wartwof/ noun 4 solution of chalk 
or lime for whitening walls etc. 2 means of gloss- 
ing over faults. © verb 1 apply whitewash (to). 2 
gloss over; clear of blame etc. 

whither /‘wida/ archaic interrogative adverb to 
what place. @relative adverb (place etc.) to 
which. 

whiting! /'warttm/ noun (plural same) small 
edible sea fish. 

whiting? /‘waitm/ noun ground chalk used in 
whitewashing etc. 

whitlow /‘witleu/ noun inflammation near fin- 
gernail or toenail. 

Whitsun /'wıts(ə)n/ noun Whitsuntide. @ad- 
jective of Whitsuntide. 

Whitsuntide noun weekend or week including 
Whit Sunday. 

whittle /‘wit()l/ verb (-ling) 1 (often + at) pare 
(wood etc.) by cutting thin slices or shavings 
from surface. 2 (often + away, down) reduce by 
repeated subtractions. 

whiz (also whizz) noun sound made by object 
moving through air at great speed. © verb (-zz-) 
move with or make a whiz. o whiz-kid colloquial 
brilliant or highly successful young person. 

WHO abbreviation World Health Organization. 

who /hu:/ interrogative pronoun 1 what or which 
person(s). 2 what sort of person(s). © relative 
pronoun (person or persons) that. o whoever, 
whosoever 1 the or any person(s): who. 2 no 
matter who. 

whoa /wav/ interjection: used to stop or slow 
horse etc. 


who'd /hu:d/ 1 who had. 2 who would. 


whodunit /hu:'danit/ noun (also whodunnit) 
colloquial detective story, play, or film. 

whole /haul/ adjective 1 uninjured, unbroken, 
intact, undiminished. 2 not less than; all, all of. 
@ noun 1 complete thing. 2 all ofa thing. 3 (+ of) 
all members etc. of. n on the whole all things 
considered. wholefood food not artificially pro- 
cessed or refined. wholehearted 1 completely 
devoted. 2 done with all possible effort or sincer- 
ity. wholeheartedly adverb. wholemeal meal 
or flour made from whole grains of wheat. 
o wholeness noun. 

m adjective 1 complete, entire, healthy, in one 

piece, intact, integral, perfect, sound, total, 

unabbreviated, unabridged, unbroken, uncut, 

undamaged, undivided, unedited, unexpurgated, 

unharmed, unhurt, uninjured, unscathed. 2 

complete, entire, full, total. 


whitewash | wicked 


wholesale [heulseil/ noun selling in large 
quantities, esp. for retail by others. @ adjective & 
adverb 1 by wholesale. 2 ona large scale. @ verb 
(ing) sell wholesale. o wholesaler noun. 

m adjective 2 comprehensive, extensive, general, 
global, indiscriminate, mass, total, universal, 
widespread. 


wholesome adjective 1 promoting physical, 
mental, or moral health. 2 prudent. o whole- 
someness noun. 

a 1 beneficial, good, healthful, health-giving, 

healthy, hygienic, nourishing, nutritious, 

salubrious, sanitary. 


wholly /‘heulli/ adverb 1 entirely; without 
limitation, 2 purely. 

whom /hu:m/ pronoun (as object of verb) who. 
OG whomever (as object of verb) whoever. whom- 
soever (as object of verb) whosoever. 

whoop /hu:p, wu:p/ noun 1 cry expressing 
excitement etc. 2 characteristic drawing-in of 
breath after cough in’ whooping cough. @ verb 
utter whoop. o whooping cough /‘hu:pm)/ infec- 
tious disease, esp. of children, with violent con- 
vulsive cough. 

whoopee /wu'pi:/ interjection: expressing wild 
Joy. 0 make whoopee /‘wup!/ colloquial 1 make 
merry. 2 make love. 

whoops /wups/ interjection colloquial: apology 
Jor obvious mistake. 

whop verb (-pp-) slang 1 thrash. 2 defeat. 

whopper noun slang 1 bigspecimen. 2 greatlie. 

whopping adjective colloquial huge. 

whore /ho:/ noun 1 prostitute. 2 derogatory pro- 
miscuous woman. o whorehouse brothel. 

whorl /wa:l/ noun 1 ring of leaves etc. round 
stem. 2 one turn of spiral. o whorled adjective. 

whortleberry /‘w3:t(s)lber1/ moun (plural-ies) 
bilberry. 

who’s /hu:z/ 1 who is. 2 who has. 


USAGE Because it has an apostrophe, who’s is 
easily confused with whose. They are each cor- 
rectly used in Who's there? (= Who is there?), 
Who’s taken my pen? (= Who has taken my pen?), 
and Whose book is this? (= Who does this book 
belong to?). | 

whose /hu:2/ interrogative pronoun & adjective 
of whom. © relative adjective of whom or which. 

why /wai/ interrogative adverb for what reason 
or purpose. @ relative adverb (reason etc.) for 
which. @ interjection: expressing surprise, impa- 
tience, reflection, or protest. o whys and where- 
fores reasons; explanation. 

WI abbreviation 1 West Indies. 2 Women’s Insti- 
tute. 

wick noun strip or thread feeding flame with 
fuel. 

wicked /‘wikid/ adjective (-er, -est) 1 sinful, 
immoral. 2 spiteful. 3 playfully malicious. 4 col- 
loquial very bad. 5 slang excellent. u wickedly 
adverb. wickedness noun. 


wicker | wild 


u 1 abominable, base, corrupt, criminal, depraved, 
diabolical, dissolute, evil, foul, guilty, heinous, 
immoral, impious, incorrigible, indefensible, 
infamous, iniquitous, insupportable, intolerable, 
irreligious, irresponsible, lawless, lost (soul), 
machiavellian, murderous, nefarious, obscene, 
offensive, perverted, scandalous, shameful, 
sinful, sinister, ungodly, unprincipled, 
unregenerate, unrighteous, unscrupulous, vile, 
villainous, violent, wrong. 2 colloquial beastly, 
ill-tempered, malevolent, malicious, spiteful, 
vicious. 3 devilish, mischievous, naughty, 
rascally, roguish. 4 colloquial abominable, 
atrocious, colloquial awful, bad, colloquial foul, 
colloquial terrible, colloquial vile. 0 wickedness 
baseness, depravity, enormity, evil, guilt, 
heinousness, immorality, infamy, iniquity, 
irresponsibility, knavery, malice, misconduct, 
naughtiness, sin, sinfulness, spite, formal 
turpitude, ungodliness, unrighteousness, 
vileness, villainy, wrong, wrongdoing. 


wicker /‘wike/ noun osiers etc. woven together 
as material for chairs, baskets, etc. o wicker- 
work 1 wicker. 2 things made of wicker. 
wicket /‘wikit/ noun 1 Cricket 3 upright stumps 
with bails in position defended by batsman. 2 
Cricket ground between the two wickets. 3 
Cricket state of this. 4 Cricket batsman’s being 
got out. 5 (in full wicket-door, -gate) small door 
or gate, esp. beside or in larger one. O wicket- 
keeper fielder stationed close behind batsman’s 
wicket. 
wide adjective 1 having sides far apart; broad, 
notnarrow. 2 (following measurement) in width. 
3 extending far; not restricted. 4 liberal; not spe- 
cialized. 5 open to full extent. 6 (+ of) not within 
reasonable distance of; far from. @ adverb 1 to 
full extent. 2 far from target etc. @ noun wide ball. 
o -wide extending over whole of. wide awake 1 
fully awake. 2 colloquial wary or knowing. wide 
ball Cricket ball judged by umpire to be beyond 
batsman’s reach. wide-eyed surprised, naive. 
wide-ranging covering an extensive range. 
widespread widely distributed. o widen verb. 
m adjective 1 ample, broad, expansive, extensive, 
large, panoramic, roomy, spacious, vast, yawning. 
3 all-embracing, broad, catholic, comprehensive, 
eclectic, encyclopedic, extensive, far-reaching, 
inclusive, sweeping, wide-ranging, widespread. 4 
broad, broad-minded, general, liberal, 
unprejudiced. 5 extended, open, outspread, 
outstretched. 6 off course, off target. 
o widespread common, endemic, extensive, 
far-reaching, general, global, pandemic, 
pervasive, prevalent, rife, universal, wholesale. 
o widen augment, broaden, dilate, distend, 
enlarge, expand, extend, flare, increase, open out, 
spread, stretch. 


widely adverb 1 far apart. 2 extensively. 3 by 
many people. 4 considerably. 

widgeon /‘w1d3(2)n/ noun (also wigeon) kind of 
wild duck. 

widow /‘widau/ noun woman who has lost her 
husband by death and not married again. © verb 
1 make into widow or widower. 2 (as widowed 
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adjective) bereft by death of spouse. o widow's 
peak V-shaped growth of hair on forehead. 
o widowhood noun. 

widower /‘wideua/ noun man who has lost his 
wife by death and not married again. 

width noun 1 measurement from side to side. 2 
large extent. 3 liberality of views etc. 4 piece of 
material of full width. o widthways adverb. 

1 breadth, broadness, calibre (of gun), compass, 

diameter, distance across, extent, span, thickness, 


wield /wi:ld/ verb 1 hold and use. 2 control; exert 
(power). 

1 brandish, flourish, handle, hold, manage, ply, 

use, wave. 2 employ, exercise, exert, have, 

possess, use. 


wife noun (plural wives) married woman, esp. 
in relation to her husband. o wifely adjective, 


wig noun artificial head of hair. 
wigeon = WIDGEON. 


wiggle /'wig(2)l/ colloquial verb (-ling) move 
from side to side etc. © noun 1 wiggling move- 
ment. 2 kink in line etc. a wiggly adjective (-ier, 
-iest). 


wight /wait/ noun archaic person. 


wigwam /‘wigwem/ noun N. American 
Indian’s hut or tent. 

wilco /'wilkəv/ interjection colloquial: express- 
ing compliance or agreement. 


wild /waild/ adjective 1 in original natural state; 
not domesticated, cultivated, or civilized. 2 
unrestrained, disorderly. 3 tempestuous. 4 
intensely eager; frantic. 5 (+ about) colloquial 
enthusiastically devoted to. 6 colloquial infuri- 
ated. 7 random, ill-aimed, rash. © adverb in a 
wild way. © noun wild place; desert. o like wild- 
fire with extraordinary speed. run wild grow or 
stray unchecked or undisciplined. wild card 1 
card having any rank chosen by its player. 2 
person or thing usable in several different ways. 
wildcat © noun hot-tempered or violent person. 
© adjective 1 (of strike) sudden and unofficial. 
2 reckless; financially unsound. wild-goose 
chase foolish or hopeless quest. wildlife wild 
animals collectively. Wild West western US in 
lawless times. o wildly adverb. wildness noun. 
m adjective 1 ofanimals ` 
feral, free, undomesticated, untamed; of country 
deserted, desolate, natural, overgrown, remote, 
rough, rugged, uncultivated, unenclosed, 
unfarmed, uninhabited; of people 
barbaric, barbarous, primitive, savage, uncivilized. 
2 boisterous, disorderly, lawless, noisy, 
obstreperous, on the rampage, out of control, 
riotous, rowdy, uncontrollable, uncontrolled, 
undisciplined, ungovernable, unmanageable, 
unrestrained, unruly, uproarious, violent. 3 
blustery, stormy, tempestuous, turbulent, violent, 
windy. 4 berserk, eager, excited, frantic, 
hysterical, mad, uninhibited, unrestrained. 7 crazy: 
fantastic, impetuous, inaccurate, irrational, 
random, rash, reckless, silly, unreasonable, 
unthinking. 
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wildebeest /'wildəbi:st/ noun (plural same or 
+s) gnu. 


wilderness /‘wildenis/ noun 1 desert; unculti- 
vated area. 2 confused assemblage. 


l @ 1 desert, jungle, waste, wasteland, wild(s). 


wile noun (usually in plural) stratagem, trick. 
@ verb (-ling) lure. 

u noun artifice, gambit, colloquial game, 

machination, manoeuvre, plot, ploy, ruse, 

stratagem, subterfuge, trick. 


wilful /‘wilfol/ adjective (US willful) 1 inten- 
tional, deliberate. 2 obstinate, self-willed. o wil- 
fully adverb. : 

a 1 calculated, conscious, deliberate, intended, 

intentional, premeditated, purposeful, voluntary. 

2 colloquial bloody-minded, determined, dogged, 

headstrong, immovable, intransigent, obdurate, 

obstinate, perverse, pig-headed, refractory, 

self-willed, stubborn, uncompromising, 

unyielding, wayward. 


will’ auxiliary verb (3rd singular present will) 1 
used to form future tenses. 2 expressing request as 
question. 3 be able to. 4 have tendency to. 5 be 
likely to. 


will? noun 1 faculty by which person decides 
what to do. 2 fixed desire or intention. 3 
will-power. 4 legal written directions for dis- 
posal of one’s property etc. after death. 5 dispos- 
ition towards others. @ verb 1 try to cause by 
will-power. 2 intend, desire. 3 bequeath by will. 
dat will whenever one wishes. will-power 
control exercised by deliberate purpose over 
impulse. with a will vigorously. 

a noun 1 volition. 2 aim, commitment, desire, 

inclination, intent, intention, longing, purpose, 

resolution, resolve, wish. 3 determination, 

resolution, resolve, self-control, volition, 

will-power. 5 attitude, disposition, feeling. © verb 

1 command, encourage, force, influence, inspire, 

persuade. 2 desire, intend, require, want, wish. 3 

bequeath, hand down, leave, pass on. 


willing /‘wilm/ adjective 1 ready to consent or 
undertake. 2 given etc. by willing person. o will- 
ingly adverb. willingness noun. 

m 1 acquiescent, agreeable, amenable, assenting, 

formal complaisant, compliant, consenting, 

content, cooperative, disposed, docile, eager, 

game, happy, helpful, inclined, keen, pleased, 

prepared, obliging, ready, well disposed. 


will-o’-the-wisp /wilade'wisp/ noun 1 phos- 
phorescent light seen on marshy ground. 2 
elusive person. : 


willow /'wiləu/ noun waterside tree with pliant 
branches yielding osiers. o willowherb plant 
with leaves like willow. willow-pattern conven- 
tional Chinese design of blue on white china 
etc. 


willowy adjective 1 lithe and slender. 2 having 
willows. 

willy-nilly /wit'ntl/ adverb whether one likes 
it or not. 


wildebeest | wind 


wilt verb 1 wither, droop. 2 lose energy. @ noun 
plant disease causing wilting. 
m 1 become limp, droop, flop, sag, shrivel, wither. 
2 droop, fade, fail, flag, flop, languish, sag, tire, 
weaken. 


wily /'warlı/ adjective (-ier, -iest) crafty, cunning. 
u artful, astute, canny, clever, crafty, cunning, 
deceptive, designing, devious, dishonest, 
disingenuous, furtive, guileful, ingenious, 
knowing, scheming, colloquial shifty, shrewd, sly, 
tricky, underhand. 


wimp noun colloquial feeble or ineffectual 
person. o wimpish adjective. 


wimple /‘wmmp(e)l/ noun headdress covering 
neck and sides of face, worn by some nuns. 


win verb (-nn-; past & past participle won /wan/) 
1 secure as result of fight, contest, bet, etc. 2 be 
victor; be victorious in. © noun victory in game 
etc. o win the day be victorious in battle, argu- 
ment, etc. win over gain support of. win through, 
out overcome obstacles. 

m verb 1 achieve, acquire, carry off, collect, come 

away with, earn, gain, get, obtain, pick up, receive, 

secure, colloquial walk away with. 2 be victorious, 

come first, conquer, overcome, prevail, succeed, 

triumph. 


wince noun start or involuntary shrinking 
movement of pain etc. @ verb (-cing) give wince. 


winceyette /wmsret/ noun lightweight flan- 
nelette. 


winch noun 1 crank of wheel or axle. 2 windlass. 
© verb lift with winch. 


wind! /wmd/ noun 4 air in natural motion. 2 
breath, esp. as needed in exertion or playing 
wind instrument. 3 power of breathing easily. 4 
empty talk. 4 gas generated in bowels etc. 5 wind 
instruments of orchestra etc. 6 scent carried by 
the wind. © verb 1 exhaust wind of by exertion 
or blow. 2 make (baby) bring up wind after 
feeding. 3 detect presence of by scent. o get wind 
of begin to suspect. get, have the wind up collo- 
quial become, be frightened. in the wind collo- 
quial about to happen. put the wind up colloquial 
frighten. take the wind out of (person's) sails 
frustrate by anticipation. windbag colloquial 
person who talks a lot but says little of value. 
windbreak thing that breaks force of wind. wind- 
cheater windproof jacket. windfall 1 fruit blown 
down by wind. 2 unexpected good fortune, esp. 
legacy. wind instrument musical instrument 
sounded by air current. wind-jammer merchant 
sailing ship. windmill 1 mill worked by action of 
wind on sails. 2 toy with curved vanes revolving 
on stick. windpipe air-passage between throat 
and lungs. windscreen screen of glass at front of 
car etc. windscreen wiper rubber etc. blade to 
clear windscreen of rain etc. windshield US 
windscreen. wind-sock canvas cylinder or cone 
on mast to show direction of wind. windswept 
exposed to high winds. wind-tunnel enclosed 
chamber for testing (models or parts of) aircraft 
etc. in winds of known velocities. 0 windless 
adjective. 


wind | wintry 


| m noun 4 air current, blast, breath, breeze, 
| cyclone, draught, gale, gust, hurricane, monsoon, 
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wine. wine waiter waiter responsible for serv- 
ing wine. 


puff, squall, tempest, tornado, whirlwind, literary wing noun 1 each of the limbs or organs by which 


zephyr. 4 flatulence. 0 windswept bare, bleak, 
desolate, exposed, unprotected, windy. 


wind? /wamd/ verb (past & past participle 
wound /waund/) 1 go in spiral, crooked, or 
curved course. 2 make (one’s way) thus. 3 wrap 
closely; surround (as) with coil. 4 coil; provide 
with coiled thread etc. 5 wind up (clock etc.). 
@ noun bend or turn in course. O wind down 1 
lower by winding. 2 unwind. 3 approach end 
gradually. winding-sheet sheet in which corpse 
is wrapped for burial. wind up 1 coil whole of. 2 
tighten coiling or coiled spring of. 3 colloquial 
increase intensity of. 4 colloquial provoke to 
anger etc. 5 bring to conclusion; end. 6 arrange 
affairs of and dissolve (company). 7 cease busi- 
ness and go into liquidation. 8 colloquial arrive 
finally. wind-up noun 1 conclusion. 2 colloquial 
attempt to provoke. o winding adjective. 
m verb 1 bend, curve, loop, meander, ramble, slew, 
snake, spiral, turn, twist, twist and turn, veer, 
zigzag. 3 see WRAP verb 1. 4 coil, curl, furl, loop, 
Teel, roll, spiral, turn, twine, twist, wreathe. o wind 
up 5 see FINISH Verb 1. 0 winding see TORTUOUS 
1. 


windlass /‘wmdles/ noun machine with hori- 
zontal axle for hauling or hoisting. 


window /‘windsu/ noun 1 opening, usually with 
glass, in wall etc. to admit light etc. 2 the glass 
itself. 3 space for display behind window of shop. 
4 window-like opening. 5 transparent part in 
envelope showing address. 6 opportunity for 
study or action. owindow-box box placed 
outside window for cultivating plants. window- 
dressing 1 art of arranging display in shop 
window etc. 2 adroit presentation of facts etc. to 
give falsely favourable impression. window- 
pane glass pane in window. window-seat 1 seat 
below window. 2 seat next to window in aircraft 
etc. window-shop look at displays in shop 
windows without buying anything. 

windsurfing noun sport of riding on water on 
sailboard. o windsurf verb. windsurfer noun. 

windward /‘wmdwad/ adjective & adverb on or 
towards side from which wind is blowing. 
@ noun this direction. 

windy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 stormy with or 
exposed to wind. 2 generating or characterized 
by flatulence. 3 colloquial wordy. 4 colloquial 
apprehensive, frightened. o windiness noun. 

u 1 blowy, blustery, boisterous, breezy, draughty, 

fresh, gusty, squally, stormy, tempestuous, 

windswept. 


wine noun 1 fermented grape juice as alcoholic 
drink. 2 fermented drink resembling this made 
from other fruits etc. 3 colour of red wine. @ verb 
(-ning) 1 drink wine. 2 entertain with wine. 
o wine bar bar or small restaurant where wine 
is main drink available. wine cellar 1 cellar for 
storing wine. 2 its contents. wineglass glass for 
wine, usually with stem and foot. winepress 
press in which grape juice is extracted for 


bird etc. flies. 2 winglike part supporting air- 
craft. 3 projecting part of building. 4 Football etc. 
forward player at either end of line. 5 Football 
etc. side part of playing area. 6 (in plural) sides 
of theatre stage. 7 extreme section of political 
party. 8 flank of battle array. 9 part of vehicle 
over wheel. 10 air-force unit of several squad- 
rons. @verb 1 travel or traverse on wings. 2 
wound in wing or arm. 3 equip with wings. 4 
enable to fly; send in flight. o on the wing flying. 
take under one’s wing treat as protégé. take 
wing fly away. wing-case horny cover of insect’s 
wing. wing-chair chair with side-pieces at top 
of high back. wing-collar man’s high stiff collar 
with turned-down corners. wing commander 
RAF officer next below group captain. wing-nut 
nut with projections to turn it by. wingspan 
measurement right across wings. oO winged 
adjective. 
winger noun Football etc. wing player. 


wink verb 1 (often + at) close and open (one eye) 
quickly, esp. as signal. 2 close eye(s) momentar- 
ily. 3 (of light) twinkle. 4 (of indicator) flash on 
and off. @ noun 1 act of winking. 2 colloquial 
short sleep. o wink at purposely avoid seeing; 
pretend not to notice. 


a verb1,2 bat (eyelid), blink, flutter. 3 flash, flicker, 
sparkle, twinkle. 


winkle /‘wmk(e)l/ noun edible sea snail. © verb 
(-ling) (+ out) extract with difficulty. 


winner noun 1 person who wins. 2 successful 
thing. 
m 1 slang champ, champion, conquering hero, 
conqueror, medallist, prizewinner, title-holder, 
victor. 2 see SUCCESS 3. 


winning adjective 1 having or bringing victory. 
2 attractive. © noun (in plural) money won. 
O winning post post marking end of race. o win- 
ningly adverb. 
m 1 champion, conquering, first, leading, 
prevailing, successful, top, top-scoring, 
triumphant, unbeaten, undefeated, victorious. 2 
see ATTRACTIVE. 


winnow /'wməv/ verb 1 blow (grain) free of chaff 
etc. 2 (+ out, away, from, etc.) rid grain of (chaff 
etc.). 3 sift, examine. 


winsome /‘wmsem/ adjective attractive, enga- 
ging. 0 winsomely adverb. winsomeness noun. 


winter /‘wmte/ noun coldest season of year. 
@verb (usually + at, in) spend the winter. 
o winter garden garden of plants flourishing in 
winter. wintergreen kind of plant remaining 
green all winter. winter sports sports practised 
on mow or ice. wintertime season or period of 
winter. 


wintry /‘wmtn1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 character- 


istic of winter. 2 lacking warmth. o wintriness 
noun. 


| m arctic, chilly, cold, frigid, frosty, icy, snowy. 


887 


winy adjective (-ier, -iest) wine-flavoured. 

wipe verb (-ping) 1 clean or dry surface of by 
rubbing. 2 rub (cloth) over surface. 3 spread 
(liquid etc.) over surface by rubbing. 4 (often + 
away, off, etc.) clear or remove by wiping. 5 (often 
+ away, off, etc.) erase, eliminate. © noun 1 act 
of wiping. 2 piece of specially treated cloth for 
wiping. o wipe out 1 utterly destroy or defeat. 2 
clean inside of. wipe up 1 dry (dishes etc.). 2 take 
up (liquid etc.) by wiping. 

m verb 1 clean, cleanse, dry, dust, mop, polish, rub, 

Scour, sponge, swab, wash. 3 rub, smear, spread. 

O wipe out 1 see DESTROY 1-2. 


wiper noun windscreen wiper. 


wire noun 1 metal drawn out into thread or 
slender flexible rod. 2 piece of this. 3 length of 
this used for fencing or to carry electric current 
etc. 4 colloquial telegram. o verb (ring) 1 
provide, fasten, strengthen, etc. with wire. 2 
(often + up) install electrical circuits in. 3 collo- 
quial telegraph. oget one’s wires crossed 
become confused. wire-haired (of dog) having 
stiff wiry hair. wire netting netting made of 
meshed wire. wire-tapping tapping of telephone 
wires. wire wool mass of fine wire for scouring. 
wireworm destructive larva of a kind of beetle. 


a noun 3 cable, flex, lead. 4 cable, cablegram, 
telegram. 


wireless noun 1 radio. 2 radio receiving set. 


wiring noun system or installation of electrical 
circuits. 

wiry adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 sinewy; untiring. 2 
like wire; tough and coarse. 

a 1 lean, muscular, sinewy, strong, thin, tough. 2 

coarse, stiff, tough. 


wisdom /‘wizdem/ noun 1 experience, know- 
ledge, and the power of applying them. 2 pru- 
dence; common sense. 3 wise sayings. 0 wisdom 
tooth hindmost molar usually cut at age of about 
20. 
a 1, 2 astuteness, common sense, discernment, 
discrimination, good sense, insight, intelligence, 
judgement, judiciousness, penetration, 
perceptiveness, perspicacity, prudence, 
rationality, reason, sagacity, sapience, sense, 
understanding. 


wise" /waiz/ adjective 1 having, showing, or dic- 
tated by wisdom. 2 prudent, sensible. 3 having 
knowledge. 4 suggestive of wisdom. 5 US collo- 
quial alert, crafty. a be, get wise to colloquial 
be, become aware of. wisecrack colloquial noun 
smart remark. @ verb make wisecrack. wise guy 
colloquial know-all. wise man wizard, esp. one 
of the Magi. wise up esp. US colloquial inform; 
get wise. o wisely adverb. 
a 1 astute, discerning, intelligent, penetrating, 
perceptive, perspicacious, sagacious, sage, 
shrewd, sound, thoughtful, understanding. 2 
advisable, appropriate, diplomatic, expedient, 
judicious, politic, proper, prudent, rational, 
reasonable, right, sagacious, sage, sensible. 3 


enlightened, erudite, informed, knowledgeable, 
well informed. 


winy | witch 


wise? /warz/ noun archaic way, manner, degree. 


-wise /watz/ combining form: added to nouns to 
form adjectives and adverbs: 1 in the manner or 
direction of (e.g. clockwise, lengthwise), 2 with 
reference to (e.g. weatherwise). 


wiseacre /'warzerkə/ noun person who affects 
to be wise. 


wish verb 1 (often + for) have or express desire 
or aspiration. 2 want, demand. 3 express one’s 
hopes for. 4 colloquial foist. e noun 4 desire, 
request. 2 expression of this. 3 thing desired. 
o wishbone forked bone between neck and 
breast of fowl. wish-fulfilment tendency of 
unconscious wishes to be satisfied in fantasy. 
wishing-well well at which wishes are made. 
u verb‘ aspire, choose, crave, desire, fancy, hope, 
yearn; (wish for) see WANT verb 1. 2 ask, demand, 
request, require, want. © noun 1, 2 aim, ambition, 
appetite, aspiration, craving, desire, colloquial 
fancy, hankering, hope, inclination, itch, keenness, 
longing, objective, request, urge, want, yearning, 
colloquial yen. 


wishful adjective (often + to do) desiring. 
a wishful thinking belief founded on wishes 
rather than facts. 


wishy-washy /‘wi{rwoS1/ adjective colloquial 1 
feeble or poor in quality or character. 2 weak, 
watery. 

wisp noun 1 small bundle or twist of straw etc. 
2 small separate quantity of smoke, hair, etc. 3 
small thin person. u wispy adjective (-ler, -iest). 

a 2shred, strand, streak. 0 wispy flimsy, fragile, 

gossamer, insubstantial, light, streaky, thin. 


wisteria /wi'stiarte/ noun (also wistaria /-tear-/) 
climbing plant with blue, purple, or white 
hanging flowers. 

wistful /‘wistful/ adjective yearning; mournfully 
expectant or wishful. o wistfully adverb. wist- 
fulness noun. 

m forlorn, longing, melancholy, mournful, 

nostalgic, pensive, regretful, sad, thoughtful, 

yearning. 


wit noun 1 (in singular or plural) intelligence, 
understanding. 2 (in singular) imaginative and 
inventive faculty. 3 amusing ingenuity of speech 
or ideas. 4 person noted for this. o at one’s wit's 
or wits’ end utterly at a loss or in despair. have 
or keep one’s wits about one be alert. out of 
one’s wits mad. to wit that is to say; namely. 

@ 1 see INTELLIGENCE 1. 3 banter, cleverness, 

comedy, facetiousness, humour, ingenuity, jokes, 

puns, quickness, quips, repartee, witticisms. 4 

comedian, comic, humorist, historical jester, 

Joker, wag. 


witch noun 1 woman supposed to have dealings 
with Devil or evil spirits. 2 old hag. 3 fascinating 
girl or woman. O witchcraft 1 use of magic. 2 
bewitching charm. witch-doctor tribal magi- 
cian of primitive people. witch, wych hazel 1 
N. American shrub. 2 astringent lotion from its 
bark. witch-hunt campaign against people sus- 
pected of unpopular or unorthodox views. 


witchery | woe 


m 1 enchantress, sibyl, sorceress. 2 crone, 
gorgon, hag, harridan, shrew, virago. 0 witchcraft 
4 black magic, charms, enchantment, 

| incantations, magic, necromancy, the occult, 


| occultism, sorcery, spells, voodoo, witchery, 
| wizardry. 


witchery /‘witfert/ noun witchcraft. 


with /w10/ preposition: expressing instrument or 
means used, company, parting af company, cause, 
possession, circumstances, manner, agreement, 
disagreement, antagonism, understanding, re- 
gard. a with child literary pregnant. with it collo- 
quial 1 up to date. 2 alert and comprehending. 
with that thereupon. 


withdraw /w1d'dro:/ verb ( past -drew; past par- 
ticiple -drawn) 1 pull or take aside or back. 2 
discontinue, cancel, retract. 3 remove, take 
away. 4 take (money) out of an account. 5 retire 
or go apart. 6 (as withdrawn adjective) unsoci- 
able. o withdrawal noun. 
u 1 draw back, pull away, pull back, retract, take 
back. 2 abjure, back down on, call back, cancel, 
go back on, recall, rescind, retract, take back. 3 
extract, pull out, remove, take away, take out. 4 
remove, take out. 5 back away, back out, colloquial 
chicken out, cry off, draw back, colloquial drop 
out, fall back, leave, move back, pull back, pull out, 
quit, recoil, retire, retreat, run away, scratch, 
secede, shrink back. 6 (withdrawn) bashful, 
diffident, distant, introverted, private, quiet, 
reclusive, remote, reserved, retiring, shy, silent, 
solitary, taciturn, timid, uncommunicative. 


withe = witny. 


wither /‘wida/ verb 1 (often + up), make or 
become dry and shrivelled. 2 (often + away) 
deprive of or lose vigour or freshness. 3 (esp. as 
withering adjective) blight with scorn etc. 
o witheringly adverb. 

m 1 become dry, become limp, dehydrate, 

desiccate, droop, dry out, dry up, flop, sag, shrink, 

shrivel, waste away, wilt. 2 decline, droop, fail, flag, 

flop, languish, wilt. 


withers /‘widez/ plural noun ridge between 
horse’s shoulder-blades. 


withhold /wid'hauld/ verb (past & past parti- 
ciple -held) 1 refuse to give, grant, or allow. 2 
hold back, restrain. 
1 deny, refuse. 2 check, conceal, control, hide, 
hold back, keep back, keep secret, repress, 
reserve, restrain, retain, suppress. 


within /wi'dm/ adverb 1 inside. 2 indoors. 3 in 
spirit. © preposition 1 inside. 2 not beyond or out 
of. ot transgressing or exceeding. 4 not further 
off than. 


without /wi'daut/ preposition 1 not having, 
feeling, or showing. 2 free from. 3 in absence of. 
4 with neglect or avoidance of. 5 archaic outside. 
S ador archaic or literary 4 outside. 2 out of 
oors. 


withstand /wid'steend/ verb (past & past parti- 
ciple -stood) oppose; hold out against. 


888 


u bear, brave, confront, cope with, defy, endure, 
fight, grapple with, hold out against, last out 

against, oppose, put up with, resist, stand up to, 
colloquial stick, survive, take, tolerate, weather. 


withy /‘wid1/ noun (plural -ies) tough flexible 
shoot, esp. of willow. 
witless adjective foolish; crazy. 
witness /‘witnis/ noun 1 eyewitness. 2 person 
giving sworn testimony. 3 person attesting 
another's signature to document. 4 (+ to, of) 
person or thing whose existence etc. attests or 
proves something. © verb 1 bè eyewitness of. 2 
be witness to (signature etc.). 3 serve as evidence 
or indication of. 4 give or be evidence. o bear 
witness (often + fo) 1 attest truth (of). 2 state 
one’s belief (in). witness-box (US -stand) 
enclosed space in law court from which witness 
gives evidence. 
u noun 1 bystander, eyewitness, looker-on, 
observer, onlooker, spectator, viewer, watcher. 
@ verb 1 attend, literary behold, be present at, look 
on, note, notice, observe, see, view, watch. o bear 
witness 1 see TESTIFY. 


witter /‘wita/ verb (often + on) colloquial chatter 
annoyingly or on trivial matters. 

witticism /‘witistz(2)m/ noun witty remark. 

wittingly /‘witmli/ adverb consciously, inten- 
tionally. 

witty adjective (-ier, -iest) showing verbal wit. 
Uwittily adverb. wittiness noun. 

m amusing, clever, comic, droll, facetious, funny, 

humorous, ingenious, intelligent, jocular, 

quick-witted, sarcastic, sharp-witted, waggish. 


wives plural of WIFE. 

wizard /'wizod/ noun 1 sorcerer, magician. 2 
person of extraordinary powers. © adjective 
slang wonderful. o wizardry noun. 

@ noun 1 enchanter, magician, magus, sorcerer, 

archaic warlock, witch-doctor. 


wizened /'wiz(a)nd/ adjective shrivelled- 
looking. . 

WNW abbreviation west-north-west. 

WO abbreviation Warrant Officer. 

woad noun 1 plant yielding blue dye. 2 this dye. 

wobble /‘wob(a)I/ verb (-ling) 1 sway from side 
toside. 2standor go unsteadily; stagger. 3 waver, 
vacillate. @ noun wobbling motion. o wobbly 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 

m verb 1, 2 be unsteady, oscillate, quake, quiver, 

rock, shake, sway, teeter, totter, tremble, vibrate, 

waver. 0 wobbly insecure, loose, rickety, 

colloquial rocky, shaky, teetering, tottering, 

unbalanced, unsafe, unstable, unsteady. 


woe noun 1 affliction; bitter grief. 2 (in plural) 
calamities. 0 woebegone dismal-looking. 
oO 1 affliction, anguish, dejection, despair, distress, 
grief, heartache, melancholy, misery, misfortune, 
sadness, sorrow, suffering, trouble, unhappiness, 
wretchedness, o woebegone crestfallen, 
dejected, dismal, downhearted, forlorn, gloomy, 
melancholy, miserable, sad, sorry for oneself, 
woeful, wretched. 
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woeful adjective 1 sorrowful. 2 causing or 
feeling affliction. 3 very bad. a woefully adverb. 


wok noun bowl-shaped frying-pan used in 
Chinese cookery. om ia 


woke past of wake’. 
woken past participle of wake". 


wold /wauld/ noun high open uncultivated land 
or moor. 


wolf [wolf/ noun (plural wolves /wolvz/) 1 wild 
animal related to dog. 2 slang man who seduces 
women. © verb (often + down) devour greedily. 
O cry wolf raise false alarm. keep the wolf from 
the door avert starvation. wolfhound dog ofkind 
used originally to hunt wolves. wolfsbane an 
aconite. wolf-whistle man’s whistle to attractive 
woman. O wolfish adjective. 


wolfram /‘wulfrem/ noun 1 tungsten. 2 tungsten 
ore. 


wolverine /‘wolveri:n/ noun N. American 
animal of weasel family. 


wolves plural of woLF. 


woman /‘women/ noun (plural women 
/‘wmnum/) 1 adult human female. 2 the female sex. 
3 colloquial wife, girlfriend. 
u 1 slang bird, slang chick, US slang dame, 
archaic damsel, female, colloquial girl, lady, esp. 
Scottish & Northern English or poetical lass, 
archaic maid, archaic maiden, matron, Australian 
& NZ slang sheila, squaw. 3 bride, colloquial girl, 
girlfriend, colloquial lady, mistress, wife. 


womanhood noun 1 female maturity. 2 
womanliness. 3 womankind. 


womanish adjective derogatory effeminate, 
unmanly. 


womanize verb (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) (of 
man) be promiscuous. 0 womanizer noun. 


womankind noun (alsowomenkind) women in 
general. : 


womanly adjective having or showing qualities 
associated with women. 0 womaniiness noun. 


womb /wu:m/ noun organ of conception and 
gestation in female mammals. 


wombat /‘wombet/ noun burrowing plant- 
eating Australian marsupial. A 

women /‘wimn) plural of woman. 0 women’s 
libber colloquial supporter of women’s liber- 
ation. women’s liberation, lib colloquial move- 
ment for release of women from subservient 
status. women’s rights human rights of women 
giving equality with men. 

womenfolk noun 1 women in general. 2 women 
in family. 


won past & past participle of win. 


wonder /‘wanda/ noun 1 emotion, esp. admir- 
ation, excited by what is unexpected, unfamiliar, 
or inexplicable. 2 strange or remarkable thing, 
specimen, event, etc. @ adjective having amazing 
properties etc: @ verb 1 (often + at) be filled with 
wonder. 2 (+ that) be surprised to find that. 3 be 
curious to know. o no or small wonder it is not 


woeful | wooden 


surprising. wonderland 1 fairyland. 2 place of 
surprises or marvels. 

u noun 1 admiration, amazement, astonishment, 
awe, bewilderment, curiosity, fascination, 
respect, reverence, stupefaction, surprise, 
wonderment. 2 marvel, miracle, phenomenon, 
prodigy, sensation. @ verb 1 (wonder af) see 
ADMIRE. 3 ask oneself, be curious, be inquisitive, 
conjecture, ponder, question oneself, speculate. 


wonderful adjective very remarkable or admir- 
able. a wonderfully adverb. 
u amazing, astonishing, astounding, 
extraordinary, impressive, colloquial incredible, 
marvellous, miraculous, phenomenal, 
remarkable, surprising, unexpected, poetical 
wondrous, 


wonderment noun surprise, awe. 

wondrous /‘wandras/ poetical adjective won- 
derful. © adverb wonderfully. 

wonky /‘wonki/ adjective (-ier, -iest) slang 1 
crooked. 2 unsteady. 3 unreliable. 

wont /weunt/ adjective archaic or literary (+ to 
do) accustomed to. @noun formal or jocular 
custom, habit. 

won't /waunt/ will not. 

wonted /‘wauntid/ adjective habitual, usual. 


woo verb (woos, wooed) 1 court; seek love of. 2 
try to win. 3 seek support of. 4 coax, importune. 
a 1 colloquial chat up, court, archaic make love to. 
2, 3 attract, cultivate, pursue, seek, try to get. 4 
cajole, coax, importune, persuade. 


wood /wud/ moun 1 hard fibrous substance of 
tree. 2 this for timber or fuel. 3 (in singular or 
plural) growing trees occupying piece of ground. 
4 wooden cask for wine etc. 5 wooden-headed 
golf club. 6 ball in game of bowls. o out of the 
wood(s) clear of danger or difficulty. wood 
anemone wild spring-flowering anemone. 
woodbine honeysuckle. woodchuck N. Ameri- 
can marmot. woodcock game bird related to 
snipe. woodcut 1 reliefcuton wood. 2 print made 
from this. woodcutter person who cuts timber. 
woodland wooded country. woodlouse small 
land crustacean with many legs. woodman for- 
ester. woodpecker bird that taps tree trunks 
to find insects. woodpigeon dove with white 
patches round neck. wood pulp wood fibre pre- 
pared for papermaking. woodwind wind in- 
strument(s) of orchestra made originally of 
wood. woodwork 1 making of things in wood. 2 
things made of wood. woodworm 1 beetle larva 
that bores in wood. 2 resulting condition of 
wood. : 

@ 2 see TIMBER 1. 3 (wood or woods) coppice, 

copse, forest, grove, jungle, orchard, plantation, 

spinney, thicket, trees, woodland. o woodwork-1 


carpentry, joinery. 
wooded adjective having woods. 
m afforested, literary bosky, forested, sylvan, 
| timbered, tree-covered, woody. 
wooden /‘wud(a)n/ adjective 1 made of wood. 2 
like wood. 3 stiff, clumsy. 4 expressionless. 


woody | work 


o woodenly adverb. woodenness noun. 

u 1 ligneous, timber, wood. 3, 4 dead, 
emotionless, expressionless, hard, inflexible, 
lifeless, rigid, stiff, stilted, unbending, 
unemotional, unnatural. 


woody adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 wooded. 2 like or 
of wood. 


m 1 see WOODED. 2 fibrous, hard, ligneous, tough, 
wooden. 


woof! /wof/ noun gruff bark of dog. © verb give 
woof. 


woof? /wu:f/ noun weft. 


woofer /‘wu:fa/ noun loudspeaker for low fre- 
quencies. 


wool /wul/ noun 1 fine soft wavy hair forming 
fleece of sheep etc. 2 woollen yarn, cloth, or gar- 
ments. 3 wool-like substance. o wool-gathering 
absent-mindedness. the Woolsack Lord Chan- 
cellor’s seat in House of Lords. 


woollen /'wulən/ (US woolen) adjective made 
(partly) of wool. © noun 1 woollen fabric. 2 (in 
plural) woollen garments. 


woolly adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 bearing or covered 
with wool. 2 like wool; woollen. 3 indistinct. 4 
confused. © noun ( plural-ies) colloquial woollen 
(esp. knitted) garment. 
a adjective 1 wool-bearing. 2 cuddly, downy, 
fleecy, furry, fuzzy, hairy, shaggy, soft, wool, 
woollen. 3, 4 ambiguous, blurry, confused, hazy, 
ill-defined, indefinite, indistinct, uncertain, 
unclear, unfocused, vague. 


woozy /'wu:z1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 1 
dizzy. 2 slightly drunk. 
word /w3:d/ noun 1 meaningful element of 

speech, usually shown with space on either side 
of it when written or printed. 2 speech as distinct 
from action. 3 one’s promise or assurance. 4 (in 
singular or plural) thing said, remark, conversa- 
tion. 5 (in plural) text of song or actor's part. 6 (in 
plural) angry talk. 7 news, message. 8 command. 
© verb put into words; select words to express. 
Oword-blindness dyslexia. word for word in 
exactly the same words; literally. the Word (of 
God) the Bible. word of honour assurance given 
on one’s honour. word of mouth speech (only). 
word-perfect having memorized one’s part etc. 
perfectly. word processor computer software or 
hardware for storing text entered from key- 
board, incorporating corrections, and producing 
printout. word-process verb. word processing 
noun. 

m noun 1 expression, name, term. 3 see PROMISE 

noun 1.7 see NEWS 1. © verb articulate, express, 

phrase. 0 word for word see VERBATIM adjective. 


wording noun form of words used. 


m choice of words, expression, language, 
phraseology, phrasing, style, terminology. 
wordsmith /‘wa:dsm10/ noun skilled user of 


words. 


wordy adjective (-ier, -iest) using or expressed 
in (too) many words. o wordiness noun. 
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n chatty, diffuse, digressive, discursive, 
garrulous, long-winded, loquacious, pleonastic, 
prolix, rambling, repetitious, talkative, 
unstoppable, verbose, voluble, colloquial windy. 


wore past of WEAR. 


work /ws::k/ noun 1 application of effort to a 
purpose; use of energy. 2 task to be undertaken. 
3 thing done or made by work; result of action. 4 
employment, occupation, etc., esp. as means of 
earning money. 5 literary or musical compos- 
ition. 6 actions or experiences of specified kind. 
7 (in plural) operative part of clock etc. 8 (the 
works) colloquial all that is available or needed; 
full treatment. 9 (in plural) operations of build- 
ing or repair. 10 (in plural; often treated as 
singular) factory. 11 (usually in plural or in 
combination) defensive structure. @ verb 1 be 
engaged in activity. 2 be employed in certain 
work. 3 make efforts. 4 be craftsman in 
(material). 5 operate or function, esp. effectively. 
6 operate, manage, control. 7 put or keep in 
operation or at work; cause to toil. 8 cultivate 
(land). 9 produce as result. 10 colloquial arrange. 
11 knead, hammer; bring to desired shape or con- 
sistency. 12 do, or make by, needlework etc. 13 
(cause to) make way or make (way) slowly or 
with difficulty. 14 gradually become (loose etc.) 
by motion. 15 artificially excite. 16 purchase 
with labour instead of money. 17 obtain money 
for by labour. 18 (+ on, upon) influence. 19 be in 
motion or agitated; ferment. u worked up angry, 
excited, or tense. workaday ordinary, everyday, 
practical. work-basket basket for sewing ma- 
terials. workbench bench for manual work, esp. 
carpentry. workbox box for tools, needlework, 
etc. workday day on which work is usually done. 
work experience temporary experience of 
employment for young people. workforce 1 
workers engaged or available. 2 number of these. 
workhouse historical public institution for the 
poor. work in find place for. workload amount of 
work to be done. workman 1 man employed to do 
manual labour. 2 person who works in specified 
manner. workmanlike showing practised skill. 
workmanship degree of skill in doing task or of 
finish in product. workmate person working 
alongside another. work off get rid of by work or 
activity. work out 1 solve (sum) or find (amount) 
by calculation. 2 understand (problem, person, 
etc.). 3 be calculated. 4 have result. 5 provide 
for all details of. 6 engage in physical exercise. 
workout oun session of physical exercise. work 
over 1 examine thoroughly. 2 colloquial treat 
with violence. workplace place at which person 
works; office, factory, etc. workroom room 
arranged for working in. workshop 1 room or 
building in which goods are manufactured. 2 
place or meeting for concerted activity. 
work-shy disinclined to work. workstation 1 
location of stage in manufacturing process. 2 
computer terminal. worktop flat (esp. kitchen) 
surface for working on. work to rule follow offi- 
cial working rules exactly to reduce efficiency 
as protest. work-to-rule noun. work up 1 bring 
gradually to efficient or advanced state. 2 
advance gradually. 3 elaborate or excite by 
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degrees. 4 mingle (ingredients). 5 le: 

fest ). 5 learn (subject) 
a noun 1 donkey-work, drudgery, effort, exertion, 
colloquial fag, slang graft, colloquial grind, 
industry, labour, slavery, slog, spadework, strain, 
struggle, colloquial sweat, toil, literary travail. 2 
assignment, chore, commission, duty, errand, job, 
mission, project, responsibility, task, undertaking. 
4 business, calling, career, employment, job, 
livelihood, living, métier, occupation, post, 
profession, formal situation, trade. © verb 1 
colloquial beaver (away), be busy, drudge, exert 
oneself, grind away, labour, peg away, colloquial 
plug away, potter about, slave, slog away, sweat, 
toil, literary travail. 3 exert oneself, make efforts, 
strain, strive, struggle. 5 act, be effective, function, 
go, operate, perform, run, succeed. 7 drive, 
employ, exploit, use, utilize. o workforce 
employees, staff, workers. workmanship art, 
artistry, competence, craft, craftsmanship, 
expertise, handicraft, handiwork, skill, technique. 
work out 1 see CALCULATE 1. workshop 1 factory, 
mill, smithy, studio, workroom, works. work up 2 
See DEVELOP 1.3 see EXCITE 1. 


workable adjective that can be worked, will 
work, or is worth working. o workability /-'biltti/ 
noun. 


worker noun 1 manual or industrial etc. 
employee. 2 neuter bee or ant. 3 person who 
works hard. 
u 1 artisan, breadwinner, craftsman, employee, 
hand, labourer, navvy, operative, operator, 
peasant, tradesman, wage earner, working man, 
working woman, workman; (workers) staff, 
workforce. 


working adjective 1 engaged in work. 2 while so 
engaged. 3 functioning, able to function. © noun 
1 activity of work. 2 functioning. 3 mine, quarry. 
4 (usually in plural) mechanism. o working 
capital capital used in conducting a business. 
working class social class employed for wages, 
esp. in manual or industrial work. working- 
class adjective. working day 1 workday. 2 part 
of day devoted to work. working knowledge 
knowledge adequate to work with. working 
lunch lunch at which business is conducted. 
working order condition in which machine 
works. working party committee appointed to 
study and advise on some question. 


E 1 see EMPLOYED (EMPLOY). 3 See OPERATIONAL 
(OPERATION). 


world /w3:ld/ noun 1 the earth, or a planetary 
body like it. 2 the universe; all that exists. 3 time, 
state, or scene of human existence. 4 (the, this 
world) mortal life. 5 secular interests and affairs. 
6 human affairs; active life. 7 average, respect- 
able, or fashionable people or their customs or 
opinions. 8 all that concerns or all who belong 
to specified class or sphere of activity. 9 vast 
amount. © adjective of or affecting all nations. 
o out of this world colloquial extremely good etc. 
think the world of have very high regard for. 
world-class of standard considered high 
throughout world. world-famous known 
throughout the world. world music pop music 


workable | worry 


incorporating ethnic elements. world war one 
involving many important nations. world- 
weary bored with human affairs. world- 
wide @adjective occurring or known in all 


parts of the world. eadverb throughout the 
world. 


m noun 1 earth, globe, planet. 8 area, circle, 
domain, field, milieu, sphere. 


worldly adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 temporal, 
earthly. 2 experienced in life; sophisticated, 
practical. 3 devoted to pursuit of wealth, pleas- 
ure, etc.; materialistic. o worldly-wise prudent 
in one’s dealings with world. 

u 1 earthly, fleshly, human, material, mundane, 

physical, profane, secular, temporal. 3 avaricious, 

covetous, greedy, materialistic, selfish. 


worm /ws3:m/ noun 1 any of several types of 
creeping invertebrate animal with long slender 
body and no limbs. 2 larva of insect. 3 (in plural) 
internal parasites. 4 insignificant or contempt- 
ible person. 5 spiral of screw. @ verb 1 crawl, 
wriggle. 2(worm oneself) insinuate oneself (into 
favour etc.). 3 (+ out) obtain (secret etc.) by 
cunning persistence. 4 rid (dog etc.) of worms. 
aū worm-cast convoluted mass of earth left on 
surface by burrowing earthworm. wormeaten 1 
eaten into by worms. 2 decayed, dilapidated. 


a verb 1 crawl, creep, slither, squirm, wriggle, 
writhe. 


wormwood /‘ws:mwud/ noun 1 plant with 
bitter aromatic taste. 2 bitter humiliation. 3 
source of this. 


wormy adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 full of worms. 2 
wormeaten. 


worn past participle of wear. @adjective 1 
damaged by use or wear. 2 looking tired and 
exhausted. 

m adjective 1 frayed, moth-eaten, old, ragged, 

colloquial scruffy, shabby, tattered, colloquial 

tatty, thin, threadbare, worn out. 2 see WEARY 

adjective 1. 


worry /‘war1/ verb (-ies, -ied) 1 be anxious. 2 
harass, importune; be trouble or anxiety to. 3 
shake or pull about with teeth. 4 (as worried 
adjective) uneasy. @ noun (plural -ies) 1 thing 
that causes anxiety or disturbs tranquillity. 2 
disturbed state of mind; anxiety. o worry beads 
string of beads manipulated with fingers to 
occupy or calm oneself. o worrier noun. 

m verb 1 agonize, be anxious, brood, feel uneasy, 
fidget, fret. 2 agitate, annoy, badger, bother, 
disquiet, distress, disturb, exercise, harass, 
colloquial hassle, importune, irritate, molest, nag, 
perplex, perturb, pester, colloquial plague, tease, 
threaten, torment, trouble, upset, vex. 4 (worried) 
afraid, agitated, agonized, alarmed, anxious, 
apprehensive, bothered, concerned, distraught, 
distressed, disturbed, edgy, fearful, fraught, fretful, 
insecure, nervous, colloquial nervy, neurotic, 
obsessed, on edge, overwrought, perplexed, 
perturbed, tense, troubled, uncertain, uneasy, 
unhappy, upset, vexed. @ noun 1 affliction, 
annoyance, bother, burden, care, concern, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


worse | wrap 


misgiving, problem, trial, tribulation, trouble, 
vexation. 2 agitation, anxiety, apprehension, 
disquiet, distress, fear, neurosis, perplexity, 
perturbation, tension, unease, uneasiness. 


worse /wws:s/ adjective 1 more bad. 2 in or into 
worse health or worse condition. eadverb 1 
more badly. 2 more ill. @ noun 1 worse thing(s). 
2 (the worse) worse condition. u the worse for 
wear 1 damaged by use. 2 injured. worse off in 
a worse (esp. financial) position. o worsen verb. 
u O worsen aggravate, decline, degenerate, 
deteriorate, exacerbate, fail, heighten, increase, 
intensify, weaken. : 


worship /‘ws:Jrp/ noun 1 homage or service to 
deity. 2 acts, rites, or ceremonies of this. 3 ador- 
ation, devotion. 4 (His, Her, Your Worship) title 
used of or to mayor, magistrate, etc. © verb (-pp-; 
US -p-) 1 adore as divine; honour with religious 
rites. 2 idolize. 3 attend public worship. 4 be full 
of adoration. o worshipper noun. 
a noun 1, 2 adoration, adulation, deification, 
devotion, glorification, homage, idolatry, love, 
praise, reverence, veneration. © verb 1, 2 admire, 
adore, adulate, be devoted to, deify, dote on, exalt, 
extol, glorify, hero-worship, idolize, kneel before, 
laud, lionize, look up to, love, archaic magnify, pay 
homage to, praise, pray to, put on a pedestal, 
revere, reverence, venerate. 


worshipful adjective (also Worshipful) archaic 
honourable, distinguished (esp. in old titles of 
companies or officers). 

worst /wsa:st/ adjective most bad. © adverb most 
badly. © moun worst part or possibility. © verb 
get the better of; defeat. o at (the) worst in the 
worst possible case. do your worst expression of 
defiance. get the worst of it be defeated. if the 
worst comes to the worst if the worst happens. 


worsted /‘wustid/ noun 1 fine woollen yarn. 2 
fabric made from this. 

wort /w3:t/ noun infusion of malt before it is fer- 
mented into beer. 


worth /ws:6/ adjective 1 of value equivalent to. 2 
such as to justify or repay. 3 possessing property 
equivalent to. @ noun 1 value. 2 equivalent of 
money etc. in commodity etc. oworth it 
(colloquial), worth (one’s) while, worthwhile 
worth the time or effort spent; of value or im- 
portance. 
m nour 1 benefit, cost, good, importance, merit, 
price, quality, significance, use, usefulness, utility, 
value. o worthwhile advantageous, beneficial, 
enriching, fruitful, fulfilling, gainful, gratifying, 
helpful, important, invaluable, meaningful, 

| productive, profitable, remunerative, rewarding, 


į Satisfying, significant, useful, valuable, worthy. 

worthless adjective without value or merit. 
o worthlessness noun. 

| m archaic bootless, dispensable, disposable, 

| frivolous, futile, good-for-nothing, hollow, 

| insignificant, meaningless, meretricious, paltry, 

| pointless, poor, rubbishy, esp. US trashy, trifling, 
trivial, trumpery, unimportant, unproductive, 


| unprofitable, unusable, useless, vain, valueless. 
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worthy /‘ws:61/ adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 deserving 


respect; estimable. 2 entitled to recognition. 3 
(usually + of) deserving. 4 (+ of) adequate or 
suitable for the dignity etc. of. © noun (plural 
-ies) 1 worthy person. 2 person of some distinc- 
tion. o worthiness noun. : 

u adjective 1, 2 admirable, commendable, 
creditable, decent, deserving, estimable, good, 
honourable, laudable, meritorious, praiseworthy, 
reputable, respectable, worthwhile. 


would auxiliary verb (3rd singular present 
would) 1 used in reported speech or to form condi- 
tional mood. 2 expressing habitual past action, 
request as question, or probability. would-be 
desiring or aspiring to be. 

wouldn't /‘wod(e)nt/ would not. 


wound! /wu:nd/ noun 1 injury done by cut or 
blow etc. to living tissue. 2 pain inflicted on feel- 
ings; injury to reputation. © verb inflict wound 
on. ; 
n noun 1 bite, cut, damage, gash, graze, hurt, 
injury, laceration, lesion, mutilation, puncture, 
scar, scratch, sore, stab, sting, trauma, weal, welt. 
2 blow, distress, hurt, injury, mortification, pain, 
slight, trauma. © verb bite, claw, cut, damage, 
gash, gore, graze, harm, hit, hurt, impale, injure, 
knife, lacerate, maim, mangle, maul, mutilate, pain, 
scratch, shoot, stab, sting, torture, traumatize. 


wound past & past participle of winD?. 0 wound 
up excited; tense; angry. 

wove past of WEAVE". 

woven past participle of WEAVE". ; 

wow /wavj/ interjection: expressing astonishment 
or admiration. © noun slang sensational success. 
© verb slang impress greatly. 


WP abbreviation word processor. 

WPC abbreviation woman police constable. 

W.p.m. abbreviation words per minute. 

WRAC abbreviation historical Women’s Royal 
Army Corps. 

wrack noun 1 seaweed cast up or growing on 
seashore. 2 destruction. 


WRAF abbreviation historical Women's Royal 
Air Force. 


wraith /re18/ noun 1 ghost. 2 spectral appear- 
ance of living person supposed to portend that 
person’s death. 


wrangle /‘reng(e)l/ noun noisy argument or 
dispute. © verb (-ling) engage in wrangle. 


wrap verb (-pp-) 1 (often + up) envelop in folded 
or soft encircling material. 2 (+ round, about) 
arrange or draw (pliant covering) round 
(person). © noun 1 shawl, scarf, etc.; wrapper. 2 
esp. US wrapping material. o take the wraps off 
disclose. under wraps in secrecy. wraparound, 
wrapround 1 (esp. of clothing) designed to wrap 
round. 2 curving round at edges. wrap-over 
© adjective (of garment) overlapping when worn. 
© noun such garment. wrapped up in engrossed 
or absorbed in. wrap up 1 colloquial finish off 
(matter). 2 put on warm clothes. 


m verb 1 bind, bundle up, cloak, cocoon, conceal, 
cover, do up, encase, enclose, enfold, enshroud, 
envelop, hide, insulate, lag, muffle, pack, package, 
shroud, surround, swaddle, swathe, wind. © noun 
1 cape, cloak, mantle, poncho, shawl, stole, 
wrapper. 


wrapper noun 1 cover for sweet, book, posted 
newspaper, etc. 2 loose enveloping robe or gown. 


wrapping noun (esp. in plural) material used 
to wrap; wraps, wrappers. u wrapping paper 
strong or decorative paper for wrapping parcels. 

wrasse /res/ noun (plural same or -s) 
brilliant-coloured edible sea fish. 


wrath /ro@/ noun literary extreme anger. 
a wrathful adjective. 


wreak verb 1 (usually + upon) give play to 
(vengeance etc.). 2 cause (damage etc.). 

wreath /ri:6/ noun (plural -s /ri:6z/) 1 flowers 
or leaves wound together into ring, esp. as orna- 
ment for head or door or for laying on grave etc. 
2 curl or ring of smoke, cloud, or soft fabric. 

wreathe /ri:6/ verb (-thing) 1 encircle (as) with 
or like wreath. 2 (+ round) wind (one’s arms etc.) 
round (person etc.). 3 move in wreaths. 4 twist 
(flowers etc.) into wreath. 

a 1 adorn, decorate, encircle, festoon. 4 

intertwine, interweave, twine, twist, weave. 


wreck noun 1 sinking or running aground of 
ship. 2 ship that has suffered wreck. 3 destruc- 
tion, ruin. 4 greatly damaged building, thing, or 
person. © verb 1 seriously damage (vehicle etc.). 
2 ruin (hopes etc.). 3 cause wreck of (ship). 
m noun 2 hulk, shipwreck, wreckage. 3 demolition, 
destruction, devastation, loss, obliteration, 
overthrow, ruin, termination, undoing. © verb 1 
annihilate, break up, crumple, crush, dash to. 
pieces, demolish, destroy, devastate, ruin, shatter, 
smash, write off. 2 annihilate, crush, dash, 
demolish, destroy, ruin, shatter, smash, spoil. 3 
capsize, founder, scuttle, sink, shipwreck. 


wreckage noun 1 wrecked material. 2 rem- 
nants of wreck. 3 act of wrecking. 


m 1, 2 bits, debris, flotsam and jetsam, fragments, 
pieces, remains, rubble, ruins. 


wrecker oun person or thing that wrecks or 
destroys, esp. (historical) person who tries from 
shore to bring about shipwreck for plunder or 
profit. 


Wren noun historical member of former 
Women's Royal Naval Service. 


wren noun small usually brown short-winged 
songbird. 

wrench noun 1 violent twist or oblique pull or 
tearing off. 2 tool for gripping and turning nuts 
etc. 3 painful uprooting or parting etc. @ verb 1 
twist or pull violently round or sideways. 2 (often 
+ off, away, etc.) pull with wrench. 3 injure (limb 
etc.) by wrenching. 

m verb 1, 2 force, jerk, lever, prize, pull, rip, tear, 

tug, twist, wrest, wring, colloquial yank. 3 rick, 

sprain, strain, twist. 


wrapper | writ 


wrest verb 1 wrench away from person's grasp. 
2 (+ from) obtain by effort or with difficulty. 

wrestle /'res(ə)l/ noun 1 contest in which two 
opponents grapple and try to throw each other 
to ground. 2 hard struggle. © verb (-ling) 1 have 
wrestling match. 2 (often + with) struggle. 3 (+ 
with) do one’s utmost to deal with. o wrestler 
noun. 


m verb battle, contend, fight, grapple, strive, 
struggle, tussle. 


wretch noun 1 unfortunate or pitiable person. 
2 reprehensible person. 


u 1 beggar, down-and-out, pauper, unfortunate. 2 
See VILLAIN 1. 


wretched /'retfid/ adjective (er, -est) 1 
unhappy, miserable. 2 unwell. 3 of bad quality; 
contemptible. 4 unsatisfactory, displeasing. 
o wretchedly adverb. wretchedness moun. 

m 1 dejected, depressed, dispirited, downhearted, 

hapless, melancholy, miserable, pathetic, pitiable, 

pitiful, sad, unfortunate. 3, 4 see UNSATISFACTORY. 


wriggle /‘rig(2)l/ verb (-ling) 1 twist or turn body 
with short writhing movements. 2 make wrig- 
gling motions. 3 (+ along, through, etc.) go thus. 
4 be evasive. enoun wriggling movement. 
Owriggly adjective. 


a verb 1, 2 squirm, twist, colloquial wiggle, writhe. 
3 crawl, snake, worm, zigzag. 


wring verb (past & past participle wrung) 1 
squeeze tightly. 2 (often + owt) squeeze and twist, 
esp. to remove liquid. 3 break by twisting. 4 dis- 
tress, torture. 5 extract by squeezing. 6 (+ out, 
from) obtain by pressure or importunity. @ noun 
act of wringing. o wringing (wet) so wet that 
water can be wrung out. wring one’s hands clasp 
them as gesture of grief. wring the neck of kill 
(chicken etc.) by twisting neck. 


m verb 1 clasp, compress, crush, grip, press, 
squeeze. 6 coerce, exact, extort, extract, force. 


wringer noun device for wringing water from 
washed clothes etc. 

wrinkle /‘rink(e)l/ noun 1 crease in skin or other 
flexible surface. 2 colloquial useful hint; clever 
expedient. © verb (-ling) 1 make wrinkles in. 2 
form wrinkles. owrinkled adjective. wrinkly 
adjective (-ier, -iest). 

m noun 1 corrugation, crease, crinkle, crow's-foot, 

dimple, fold, furrow, gather, line, pleat, pucker, 

ridge, ripple. @ verb corrugate, crease, crinkle, 

crumple, fold, furrow, gather, pleat, pucker up, 

ridge, ripple, ruck up, rumple, screw up. 

o wrinkled corrugated, creased, crinkly, 

crumpled, furrowed, lined, pleated, ridged, 

rumpled, screwed up, shrivelled, undulating, wavy, 

wizened, wrinkly. 


wrist noun 1 joint connecting hand and forearm. 
2 part of garment covering wrist. 0 wrist-watch 
small watch worn on strap etc. round wrist. 

wristlet oun band or ring to strengthen, guard, 
or adorn wrist. 

writ noun formal written court order to do or not 
do specified act. 


write | wry 


write verb (-ting; past wrote; past participle 

written /‘rit(a)n/) 1 mark paper or other surface 
with symbols, letters, or words. 2 form or mark 
(such symbols etc.). 3 form or mark symbols of 
(word, document, etc.). 4 fill or complete with 
writing. 5 put (data) into computer store. 6 (esp. 
in passive) indicate (quality or condition) by 
appearance. 7 compose for reproduction or pub- 
lication. 8 (usually + to) write and send letter. 9 
convey (news etc.) by letter. 10 state in book etc. 
11 (+ into, out of ) include or exclude (character, 
episode) in or from story. o write down record in 
writing. write in send suggestion etc. in writing, 
esp. to broadcasting station. write off 1 cancel 
(debt etc.). 2 acknowledge as lost. 3 completely 
destroy. 4 (+ for) order or request by post. 
write-off noun thing written off, esp. vehicle etc. 
so damaged as not to be worth repair. write up 
write full account of. write-up noun written or 
published account; review. 

u 1, 2 inscribe, pen, print, scrawl, scribble. 3 copy, 

draft, draw up, jot down, note, putin writing, record, 

set down, take down, transcribe. 7 compile, 

compose. 8 correspond, formal or jocular 

indite, pen, send. O write off 1 see CANCEL 1. 

3 DESTROY 1. 


writer noun person who writes, esp. author. 

o writer's cramp muscular spasm due to exces- 

sive writing. 
m amanuensis, author, clerk, columnist, 
contributor, copyist, correspondent, dramatist, 
essayist, hack, journalist, librettist, novelist, 
colloquial derogatory pen-pusher, playwright, 
poet, reporter, colloquial scribe, scriptwriter, 
wordsmith. 


writhe /rai0/ verb (-thing) 1 twist or roll oneself 
about (as) in acute pain. 2 suffer mental torture. 

m 1 coil, contort, jerk, squirm, struggle, thrash 

about, twist, wriggle. 


writing noun 1 written words etc. 2 handwrit- 
ing. 3 literary composition. 4 (usually in plural) 
writer's works. a in writing in written form. the 
writing on the wall ominously significant event 
etc. writing pad pad of paper for drawing on. 
a 1 characters, cuneiform, hieroglyphs, 
inscription, letters, notation, runes. 2 calligraphy, 
copperplate, handwriting, longhand, penmanship, 
. | printing, scrawl, scribble, script, shorthand. 3 
authorship, belles-lettres, composition, 
journalism, letters, literature. 4 article, book, 
composition, document, essay, letter, manuscript, 
opus, publication, text, typescript, work; (writings) 
correspondence, literature, poetry, prose. 


written past participle of write. © adjective 
recorded in symbols, letters, words, etc. on paper 
or other surface. 

m adjective documentary, in black and white, 
inscribed, in writing, set down, transcribed, 

typewritten. Z 


WRNS abbreviation historical Women’s Royal 
Naval Service. 


wrong adjective 1 mistaken; not true; in error. 
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2 unsuitable; less or least desirable. 3 contrary 
tolaw or morality. 4 amiss; out oforder. © adverb 
in wrong manner or direction; with incorrect 
result. @ noun 1 what is morally wrong. 2 unjust 
action. @verb 1 treat unjustly. 2 mistakenly 
attribute bad motives to. odo wrong behave 
immorally or illegally; sin. get wrong misunder- 
stand (person, statement, etc). go wrong 1 take 
wrong path. 2 stop functioning properly. 3 
depart from virtuous behaviour. in the wrong 
responsible for quarrel, mistake, or offence. 
wrongdoer person who behaves immorally or 
illegally. wrongdoing noun. wrong-foot collo- 
quial catch off balance or unprepared. 
wrong-headed perverse and obstinate. wrong 
side worse or undesirable or unusable side. 
wrong way round in opposite of normal orienta- 
tion or sequence. 0 wrongly adverb. wrongness 
noun. 
a adjective 1 erroneous, fallacious, false, 
imprecise, improper, inaccurate, incorrect, 
inexact, misinformed, mistaken, specious, 
unfounded, untrue. 2 ill-advised, ill-considered, 
ill-judged, impolitic, imprudent, inappropriate, 
incongruous, inconvenient, injudicious, 
misguided, misjudged, unacceptable, 
undesirable, unhelpful, unsound, unsuitable, 
unwise. 3 bad, base, blameworthy, corrupt, 
criminal, colloquial crooked, deceitful, dishonest, 
dishonourable, evil, felonious, illegal, illegitimate, 
illicit, immoral, iniquitous, irresponsible, 
mendacious, reprehensible, sinful, unethical, 
unfair, unjust, unjustifiable, unlawful, 
unprincipled, unscrupulous, vicious, villainous, 
wicked, wrongful. 4 abnormal, amiss, bad, broken 
down, defective, faulty, out of order, unusable. 
© verb 1 abuse, be unfair to, cheat, damage, harm, 
hurt, ill-treat, injure, maltreat, mistreat. 2 do an 
injustice to, malign, misrepresent, traduce. 0 do 
wrong see MISBEHAVE. wrongdoer esp. historical 
convict, criminal, colloquial crook, culprit, 
delinquent, evildoer, lawbreaker, malefactor, 
mischief-maker, miscreant, offender, sinner, 
transgressor. wrongdoing crime, delinquency, 
disobedience, evil, immorality, indiscipline, 
iniquity, malpractice, misbehaviour, mischief, 
naughtiness, offence, sin, sinfulness, 
wickedness. 


wrongful adjective unwarranted, unjustified. 
o wrongfully adverb. 


wrote past of WRITE. 
wroth /rau6/ adjective archaic angry. 
wrought /ro:t/ archaic past & past participle of 


WORK. O wrought iron form of iron suitable for 
forging or rolling; not cast. 


wrung past & past participle of WRING. 


WRVS abbreviation Women’s Royal Voluntary 
Service. 


wry /rat/ adjective (-er, -est) 1 distorted; turned 
to one side. 2 contorted in disgust, disappoint- 
ment, or mockery. 3 (of humour) dry and 
mocking. o wryneck small woodpecker able to 
turn head over shoulder. owryly adverb. 
wryness noun. 
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m 1 askew, aslant, awry, bent, contorted, crooked, 
deformed, distorted, lopsided, twisted, uneven. 2 
contorted, crooked, twisted. 3 droll, dry, ironic, 
mocking, sardonic. 


WSW abbreviation west-south-west. 


WSW | xylophone 
wt abbreviation weight. 
wych hazel /witS/ witch hazel. 


WYSIWYG [‘wiziwig/ adjective: indicating that 
text on computer screen and printout correspond 
exactly (what you see is what you get). 


X' noun (also x) 1 (Roman numeral) 10. 2 first 
unknown quantity in algebra. 3 unknown or 
unspecified number, person, etc. 4 cross-shaped 
symbol, esp. used to indicate position or incor- 
rectness, to symbolize kiss or vote, or as signa- 
ture of person who cannot write. o X-ray noun 1 
electromagnetic radiation of short wavelength 
able to pass through opaque bodies. 2 photo- 
graph made by X-rays. e@verb photograph, 
examine, or treat with X-rays. 

X? adjective (of film) classified as suitable for 
adults only. 


xenophobe /‘zenofeub/ noun person given to 


xenophobia. © adjective characteristic of a xeno- 
phobe; xenophobic. 


xenophobia /zena'feubie/ noun hatred or fear 
of foreigners. o xenophobic adjective. 

Xerox /‘ziervks/ noun proprietary term 1 type of 
photocopier. 2 copy made by it. @ verb (xerox) 
make Xerox of. 


Xmas /‘krismes, ‘eksmas/ noun colloquial 
Christmas. 


xylophone /'zailofsun/ noun musical instru- 
ment of graduated wooden or metal bars struck 
with small wooden hammers. i 


euscaccucceucvenvsecuavscccceccscusteveucuccossusteuscucescccsssvascsescevavsecvausuas! 


Y noun (also y) 1 second unknown quantity in 
algebra. 2 Y-shaped thing. 

yacht /jot/ noun 1 light sailing vessel for racing 
or cruising. 2 larger usually power-driven vessel 
for cruising. @verb race or cruise in yacht. 
Uyachtsman, yachtswoman person who 
yachts. 

yah /ja:/ interjection: expressing derision, defi- 
ance, etc. 

yahoo /ja:‘hu:/ noun bestial person. 

Yahweh /‘ja:we1/ noun Jehovah. 

yak noun long-haired Tibetan ox. 


yam noun 1 tropical or subtropical climbing 
plant. 2 edible starchy tuberous root of this. 3 US 
sweet potato. 

yang noun (in Chinese philosophy) active male 
principle of universe (compare YIN). 

Yank noun colloquial often derogatory Ameri- 
can 


yank verb & noun colloquial pull with jerk. 


Yankee /'jeenk1/ noun colloquial 1 Yank. 2 US 
inhabitant of New England or ofnorthern States. 


yap verb (-pp-) 1 bark shrilly or fussily. 2 collo- 
quial talk noisily, foolishly, or complainingly. 
© noun sound of yapping. 5 


yard' noun 1 unit of linear measure (3 ft, 0.9144 
m.). 2 this length of material. 3 square or cubic 
yard. 4 spar slung across mast for sail to hang 
from. 5 (in plural; + of ) colloquial a great length. 
a yard-arm either end of ship’s yard. yardstick 
1 standard of comparison. 2 rod a yard long 
usually divided into inches etc. 


yard? noun 1 piece of enclosed ground, esp. 
attached to building or used for particular 
purpose. 2 US & Australian garden of house. 


n 1 court, courtyard, enclosure, colloquial quad, 
quadrangle. 


yardage noun number of yards of material etc. 
yarmulke /‘ja:malke/ noun (also yarmulka) 
skullcap worn by Jewish men. 


yarn noun 1 spun thread for weaving, knitting, 
etc. 2 colloquial story, traveller's tale, anecdote. 
e@ verb colloquial tell yarns. 


a noun 1 fibre, strand, thread. 2 account, 
anecdote, fiction, narrative, story, tale. 
yarrow /'jzrau/ noun perennial plant, esp. 
milfoil. 


yashmak /'jæfmæk/ noun veil concealing face 
except eyes, worn by some Muslim women. 


yaw verb (of ship, aircraft, etc.) fail to hold 
Straight course; go unsteadily. @ noun yawing of 
ship etc. from course. 


ocucuceveceneueuccnscucgustecscecusuaseucusousseuuucesecuavceseueucesesevesesevasaney 


oa ccccecncccccccuccucccssuccucsccouceucuscuccusesesucsusecsccusesesccuaues 


yawIl noun 1 kind of sailing boat. 2 small fishing 
boat. 

yawn verb 1 open mouth wide and inhale, esp. 
when sleepy or bored. 2 (often as yawning 
adjective) gape; be wide open. ©noun act of 
yawning. 


| a verb 2 (yawning) gaping, open, wide. 


yaws /jo:z/ plural noun (usually treated as 
singular) contagious tropical skin disease. 


yd abbreviation (plural yds) yard (measure). 

ye /ji:/ pronoun archaic (as subject of verb) you 
(plural). 

yea /jet/ archaic adverb yes. @ noun ‘yes’ vote. 

yeah /jeə/ adverb colloquial yes. 


year /j1a/ noun 1 time occupied by one revolution 
of earth round sun, approx. 3654 days. 2 period 
from 1 Jan. to 31 Dec. inclusive. 3 period of 12 
calendar months. 4 (in plural) age, time of life. 
5 (usually in plural) colloquial very long time. 
Oyearbook annual publication bringing in- 
formation on some subject up to date. 


yearling noun animal between one and two 
years old. 


yearly adjective 1 done, produced, or occurring 
once every year. 2 of or lasting a year. © adverb 
once every year. 


| m adjective 1 annual. 


yearn /js:n/ verb be filled with longing, compas- 
sion, or tenderness. o yearning noun & adjec- 
tive. 

a ache, desire, hanker, have a craving, hunger, 

itch, long, pine, want. 


yeast noun greyish-yellow fungus, got esp. from 
fermenting malt liquors and used as fermenting 
agent, to raise bread, etc. 


yeasty adjective (-ier, -iest) 1 frothy. 2 in 
ferment. 3 working like yeast. 


yell noun 1 sharp loud cry. 2 shout. @ verb cry, 
shout. 


yellow /‘jelau/ adjective 1 ofthe colour of lemons, 
buttercups, etc. 2 having yellow skin or com- 
plexion. 3 colloquial cowardly. © noun yellow 
colour, paint, clothes, etc. © verb turn yellow. 
o yellow-belly colloquial coward. yellow card 
card shown by referce to football-player being 
cautioned. yellow fever tropical virus fever with 
jaundice etc. yellowhammer bunting of which 
male has yellow head, neck, and breast. Yellow 
Pages proprietary term telephone directory on 
yellow paper, listing and classifying business 
subscribers. yellow streak colloquial trace of 
cowardice. oyellowish adjective. yellowness 
noun. yellowy adjective. 
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m adjective 1 chrome, cream, gold, golden, lemon, 
| orange. 


yelp noun sharp shrill bark or cry as of dog in 
excitement or pain. © verb utter yelp. 


yen! noun (plural same) chief monetary unit of 
Japan. 

yen?’ colloquial noun intense desire or longing. 
© verb (-nn-) feel longing. 


yeoman /‘jauman/ noun 1 esp. historical man 
holding and farming small estate. 2 member of 
yeomanry force. a Yeoman of the Guard 
member of bodyguard of English sovereign. 


yeomanry noun (plural -ies) 1 group of 
yeomen. 2 historical volunteer cavalry force in 
British army. 


yes adverb 1 indicating affirmative reply to ques- 
tion, statement, request, command, etc. 2 (yes?) 
indeed?, is that so? 3 (yes?) what do you want? 
@ noun utterance of word yes. 0 yes-man collo- 
quial weakly acquiescent person. 


yesterday /'jestəder/ adverb on the day before 
today. © noun the day before today. 


yesteryear /‘jestajia/ noun archaic or rhetor- 
ical 1 last year. 2 the recent past. 


yet adverb 1 up to now or then. 2 (with negative 
or in questions) so soon as, or by, now or then. 3 
again; in addition. 4 in the remaining time avail- 
able. 5 (+ comparative) even. 6 nevertheless. 
© conjunction but nevertheless. 


yeti /'jetı/ noun supposed manlike or bearlike 
Himalayan animal. 


yew noun 1 dark-leaved evergreen coniferous 
tree. 2 its wood. 


YHA abbreviation Youth Hostels Association. 


Yiddish /‘jid1f/ noun language used by Jews in 
or from Europe. © adjective of this language. 


yield /ji:ld/ verb 1 produce or return as fruit, 
profit, or result. 2 concede, give up. 3 (often + to) 
surrender, submit, defer. 4 (as yielding adjective) 
soft and pliable. 5 (as yielding adjective) submis- 
sive. 6 (+ to) give right of way to. © noun amount 
yielded or produced. 
n verb 1 bear, earn, generate, pay out, produce, 
provide, return, supply. 2 formal cede, concede, 
give up, relinquish, surrender. 3 acquiesce, agree, 
assent, bow, capitulate, cave in, comply, defer, 
give in, give way, knuckle under, submit, succumb, 
surrender, throw in the towel. 4 (yielding) see 
FLEXIBLE 1, SPONGY. 5 (yielding) see SUBMISSIVE. 
@ noun crop, earnings, gain, harvest, income, 
interest, output, proceeds, produce, product, 
profit, return, revenue. 


yin noun (in Chinese philosophy) passive female 
principle of universe (compare YANG). 

yippee /jr'pi:/ interjection: expressing delight or 
excitement. 

YMCA abbreviation Young Men’s Christian 
Association. 

yob /job/ noun (also yobbo, plural -s) slang lout, 
hooligan. o yobbish adjective. 


yelp | young 


yodel /‘jaud(s)l/ verb (-ll-; US --) sing with 
melodious inarticulate sounds and ‘foe 
changes between falsetto and normal voice, in 
manner of Swiss mountain-dwellers. e noun 
yodelling cry. i 

yoga ['jauge/ noun 1 Hindu system of meditation 
and asceticism. 2 system of physical exercises 
and breathing control used in yoga. 

yoghurt /‘jogat/ noun (also yogurt) rather sour 
semi-solid food made from milk fermented by 
added bacteria. 

yogi /'jəvg1/ noun (plural -s) devotee of yoga. 

yoke noun 1 wooden crosspiece fastened over 
necks of two oxen etc. and attached to plough or 
wagon to be pulled. 2 ( plural same or -s) pair (of 
oxen etc.). 3 object like yoke in form or function, 
e.g. wooden shoulder-piece for carrying pair of 
pails, top part of garment from which rest hangs. 
4 sway, dominion; servitude. 5 bond of union, 
esp. of marriage. @ verb (-king) 1 put yoke on. 2 
couple or unite (pair). 3 link (one thing) to 
(another). 4 match or work together. 


yokel /‘jauk(a)l/ noun country bumpkin. 
yolk /jauk/ noun yellow inner part of egg. 


Yom Kippur /jom ‘kipa/ noun most solemn reli- 
gious fast day of Jewish year; Day of Atonement. 


yon adjective & adverb literary & dialect yonder. 


yonder /'jondə/ adverb over there; at some dis- 
tance in that direction; in place indicated. 
© adjective situated yonder. 


yore noun literary c of yore formerly; of long 
ago. 
york verb Cricket bowl out with yorker. 


yorker noun Cricket ball that pitches immedi- 
ately under bat. 


Yorkist /‘jo:kist/ noun historical follower of 
House of York, esp. in Wars of the Roses. 
© adjective of House of York. 


Yorkshire pudding /'jo:kfə/ noun baked 
batter usually eaten with roast beef. 


Yorkshire terrier /jo:kJa/ noun small long- 
haired blue and tan kind of terrier. 


you /ju:/ pronoun 1 the person(s) or thing(s) 
addressed. 2 one, a person. 

you'd /ju:d/ 1 you had. 2 you would. 

you'll /ju:1/ you will; you shall. 

young /jan/ adjective (younger /‘jang2/, young- 
est /‘jangist/) 1 not far advanced in life, develop- 
ment, or existence; not yet old. 2 immature, 
inexperienced. 3 youthful; of or characteristic 
of youth. @noun offspring, esp. of animals. 
oyoungish adjective. ; 
| n adjective 1 adolescent, baby, early, growing, 

immature, juvenile, new, newborn, pubescent, 

teenage, under age, undeveloped, unfledged, 

youngish, youthful. 2 babyish, boyish, callow, 

childish, girlish, green, immature, inexperienced, 

infantile, often derogatory juvenile, naive, puerile, 

unfledged. 3 see YOUTHFUL. @ noun babies, brood, 

children, family, issue, litter, offspring, progeny. 


rE ~ cab . N a aee ee AE E ES ee aaa a aa a 


youngster | YWCA 


youngster noun child; young person. 

your /jo:/ adjective of or belonging to you. 
you're /jo:/ you are. 

yours /jo:z/ pronoun the one(s) belonging to you. 


yourself /jo:'self/ pronoun (plural yourselves): 
emphatic and reflexive form of you. 

youth /ju:0/ noun (plural -s /ju:6z/) 1 being 
young; early part of life, esp. adolescence. 2 
quality or condition characteristic of the young. 
3 young man. 4 (treated as plural) young people 
collectively. cyouth club place for young 
people’s leisure activities. youth hostel any of 
chain of cheap lodgings where (esp. young) holi- 
daymakers can stay for the night. 

m 1 adolescence, babyhood, boyhood, childhood, 

girlhood, growing up, immaturity, infancy, 

minority, pubescence, salad days, teens. 3 

adolescent, boy, juvenile, colloquial kid, lad, 

minor, stripling, teenager, youngster. 


youthful adjective young or still having charac- 
teristics of youth. o youthfulness noun. 

m fresh, lively, sprightly, vigorous, well preserved, 

young, young-looking. 


you've /ju:v/ you have. 

yowl /jaul/ noun loud wailing cry (as) of cat or 
dog in distress. © verb utter yowl. 

yo-yo /‘jaujeu/ noun (plural yo-yos) toy con- 
sisting of pair of discs with deep groove between 
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them in which string is attached and wound, ang 
which can be made to fall and rise. 
yr. abbreviation 1 year(s). 2 younger. 3 your. 
yrs. abbreviation 1 years. 2 yours. 
YTS abbreviation Youth Training Scheme. 
yuan /ju:'a:n/ noun (plural same) chief monet- 
ary unit of China. 
yucca /'jakə/ noun white-flowered plant with 
swordlike leaves, often grown as house plant. 
yuck /jak/ interjection (also yuk) slang: expres- 
sion of strong distaste. 
yucky adjective (also yukky) (-ier, -iest) slang 1 
messy, repellent. 2 sickly, sentimental. 
Yugoslav /'ju:gesla:v/ adjective of Yugoslavia. 
© noun native or national of former Yugoslavia. 
o Yugoslavian /-'sla:v-/ adjective & noun. 
yuk = yuck. 
yukky = yucky. 
yule noun (in full yule-tide) archaic festival of 
Christmas. oyule-log large log burnt at 
Christmas. ; 
yummy /‘jami/ adjective (-ier, -iest) colloquial 
tasty, delicious. 
yuppie /‘jap1/ noun (also yuppy) (plural -ies) 
colloquial usually derogatory young ambitious 
professional person working in city. 
YWCA abbreviation Young Women’s Christian 
Association. 


See ceucnsucsevecccoueucanceuccccsecauaucusceuscescusccussccescesecseccascs 


zabaglione /zeba'ljauni/ noun Italian dessert 
of whipped and heated egg yolks, sugar, and 
wine. 


zany /‘zem1/ adjective (-ier, -iest) comically 
idiotic; crazily ridiculous. 
a absurd, clownish, crazy, eccentric, idiotic, slang 
loony, mad, madcap, playful, ridiculous, silly, slang 
wacky. 


zap, verb (-pp-) slang 1 kill, destroy. 2 attack; hit 


zeal noun 1 fervour, eagerness. 2 hearty persist- 
ent endeavour. o zealous /'zelas/ adjective. 
earnestness, enthusiasm, fervour. 0 zealous 
conscientious, diligent, eager, earnest, 
enthusiastic, fervent, keen, passionate. 


zealot /‘zelat/ noun extreme partisan; fanatic. 


| a bigot, extremist, fanatic, partisan, radical. 


zebra /'zebrə, ‘zi:-/ noun (plural same or -s) 
African black and white striped horselike 
animal. o zebra crossing striped street-crossing 
where pedestrians have precedence. 


Zeitgeist /'tsartgatst/ noun spirit of times. 
[German] 

Zen noun form of Buddhism emphasizing medi- 
tation and intuition. 


zenith /'zen10/ noun 1 point of heavens directly 
overhead. 2 highest point (of power, prosperity, 
etc.). 

u 2 acme, apex, apogee, climax, height, highest 

point, peak, pinnacle, summit, top. 


zephyr /‘zefa/ noun literary mild gentle breeze. 


Zero /‘zierav/ noun (plural -s) 1 figure 0, nought, 
nil. 2 point on scale of thermometer etc. from 
which positive or negative quantity is reckoned. 
3 (in full zero-hour) hour at which planned, esp. 
military, operation is timed to begin. 4 (in full 
zero-hour) crucial moment. 5 lowest or earliest 
point. @ adjective no, not any. @verb (zeroes, 
zeroed) adjust (instrument etc.) to zero. 0 zero 
in on 1 take aim at. 2 focus attention on. 
zero-rated on which no VAT is charged. 


u noun 1 archaic naught, nil, nothing, nought, esp. 
US slang zilch. 0 zero in on 1 see AIM verb 2. 


zest noun 1 piquancy. 2 keen interest or enjoy- 
ment; relish, gusto. 3 outer layer of orange or 
lemon peel. o zestful adjective. 

m 2 appetite, eagerness, energy, enjoyment, 

enthusiasm, exuberance, hunger, interest, 

liveliness, pleasure, thirst, zeal. 


Zigzag /'z1gzæg/ adjective with abrupt alternate 
right and left turns. @ moun zigzag line; thing 
having sharp turns. e@adverb with zigzag 


Saececvacecaccevccsescvececcuescenccucetccsccuncceceuscosesussauceususses 


manner or course. @ verb (-gg-) move in zigzag 
course. 

u adjective crooked, in and out, indirect, 
meandering, serpentine, twisting, winding. @ verb 
bend, curve, meander, snake, tack, twist, wind. 


zilch noun esp. US slang nothing. 


zillion /‘zilian/ noun (plural same) colloquial 1 
tee large number. 2 (zillions) very large 
number. 


Zimmer frame /‘zima/ noun proprietary term 
kind of walking frame. 


Zinc noun greyish-white metallic element. 


zing colloquial noun vigour, energy. © verb move 
swiftly, esp. with shrill sound. 


zinnia /'zmie/ noun garden plant with showy 
flowers. 


Zip noun 1 light sharp sound. 2 energy, vigour. 
3 (in full zip-fastener) fastening device of two 
flexible strips with interlocking projections, 
closed or opened by sliding clip along them. 
@verb (-pp-) 1 (often + up) fasten with zip- 
fastener. 2 move with zip orathighspeed. . 


zipper noun esp. US zip-fastener. 


zircon /'z3:ken/ noun translucent varieties of 
zirconium silicate cut into gems. 


zirconium /za'keuntem/ noun grey metallic 
element. 


zit noun esp. US slang pimple. 


zither /'zida/ noun stringed instrument with flat 
soundbox, placed horizontally and played by 
plucking. 


zloty /‘zlott/ noun (plural same or -s) chief mon- 
etary unit of Poland. 


zodiac /‘zoudieek/ noun belt of heavens includ- 
ing all apparent positions of sun, moon, and 
planets as known to ancient astronomers, and 
divided into 12 equal parts (signs of the zodiac). 


zombie /‘zombi/ noun 1 corpse said to have been 
revived by witchcraft. 2 colloquial dull or apa- 
thetic person. 


zone noun 1 area having particular features, 
properties, purpose, or use. 2 well-defined region 
of more or less beltlike form. 3 area between two 
concentric circles. 4 encircling band of colour 
etc. 5 archaic girdle, belt. everb (ning) 1 
encircle as or with zone. 2 arrange or distribute 
by zones. 3 assign as or to specific area. u zonal 
adjective. 

a noun 1, 2 area, belt, district, domain, locality, 

neighbourhood, province, quarter, region, US 

section, Military sector, sphere, territory, tract, 

vicinity. 


zonked | zygote 


zonked /zoņkt/ adjective slang (often + out) 
exhausted; intoxicated. 
ZOO noun zoological garden. 


| m menagerie, safari park, zoological gardens. 


zoological /zəvə'lodzık(ə)l, zu:ə-/ adjective of 
zoology. 0 zoological garden(s) public garden 
or park with collection of animals for exhibition 
and study. 
USAGE See note at zooLocy. 

zoology /zau'vled31, zu:'ol-/ noun scientific 
study of animals. o zoologist noun. 
USAGE The second pronunciation given for 
zoology, zoological, and zoologist (with the first 
syllable pronounced as in zoo), although 
extremely common, is considered incorrect by 
some people. 
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zoom verb 1 move quickly, esp. with buzzing 
sound. 2 cause aeroplane to mount at high speed 
and steep angle. 3 (often + in, in on) (of camera) 
change rapidly from long shot to close-up (of), 
@noun aeroplane’s steep climb. 0 z00m lens 
lens allowing camera to zoom by varying focal 
length. 

a verb 1 career, dart, dash, hurry, hurtle, race, 

tush, shoot, speed, whiz, zip. 


zoophyte /'zəvəfart/ noun plantlike animal, esp, 
coral, sea anemone, or sponge. 


zucchini /zu:'ki:nı/ noun (pluralsame or-s) esp, 
US & Australian courgette. : 


zygote /‘zaigaut/ noun Biology cell formed by 
union of two gametes. 
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aardvark alternative term: ant bear 

Aaron’s beard alternative term: rose of 
Sharon 

abalone alternative term: ear shell 

abandoned child alternative term: foundling 

abandonment abandonment of claim etc.: 
waiver 

abbreviation adjectives: acrologic, acrologi- 


abele alternative term: white poplar 
abominable snowman alternative term: 
yeti 
aboutcombining forms: circum, peri- 
about to happen imminent, impending 
about-turn volte-face 
above combining forms: epi-, super-, supra-, SUr-, 
trans- 
absence without permission a French 
leave achild absent without permission from 
school etc.: truant 
absolute power or dictatorship auto- 
cracy, despotism, totalitarianism 
absurdity cabsurd misrepresentation: trav- 
esty n seemingly absurd but in fact true statement: 
paradox o demonstration of a statement’s absur- 
dity by developing it to its logical conclusion: 
reductio ad absurdum 
academic o academic conference: colloquium 
o academic thesis etc.: dissertation 
accent Irish accent: brogue 
accepted generally accepted, believed, etc.: 
received 
accessory fruit technical term: pseudocarp 
account book ledger 
across combining forms: dia-, trans- 
acting o combining form: pro- u person acting 
Sor absent etc. doctor: locum o person acting for 
absent etc. monarch: regent 
actor o sardonic term for actor: Thespian o bad 
actor: ham cactor who has prepared another 
actor’s role, in order to replace him if necessary: 
understudy o actor who performs in silence: mime 
acupuncture technical term: stylostixis 
acupressure Japanese acupressure therapy: 
shiatsu 
addition o addition to will etc.: codicil u addi- 
tion to a collection etc.: accession 
additional o combining form: epi- o additional 
charge: surcharge o additional clause to a parlia- 
evar, bill, jury’s verdict, or other document: 
rider 
address o address used as a collecting-point for 
mail: accommodation address o address for a 
letter to be left at a post office until called for: poste 
restante o African polite form of address to a man: 


bwana o Indian polite form of address to a man: 
sahib o Turkish polite form of address to a man: 
effendi 

adjective o technical terms: modifier, quali- 
fier, determiner, attributive adjective, predicative 
adjective cabusive or disparaging adjective: 
epithet 

admiration deserving admiration: commend- 
able, estimable, laudable, admirable, praisewor- 
thy 

admission o admission ritual to tribe etc.: ini- 
tiation o admission ceremony to university etc.: 
matriculation o right of admission: entrée, entry 

adultery n man whose wife has committed adul- 
tery: cuckold o person alleged in a divorce case to 
have committed adultery etc.: respondent a person 
alleged in a divorce case to have committed adultery 
with the respondent: co-respondent 

advance advance payment: ante 

adverb technical term: modifier, qualifier 

advertisement cacatchphrase used in an 
advertisement: slogan usimple tune used in an 
advertisement: jingle o large board to display 
advertisements: hoarding o person who writes the 
text for advertisements: copywriter astick up 
unauthorized advertisements: fly-post 

adviser influential but unofficial adviser(s) toa 
person in authority: guru, kitchen cabinet 

afraid of combining form: -phobe 

after combining forms: epi-, post- 

afterbrain technical term: myencephalon 

afternoon cadjective: postmeridian u after- 
noon sleep: siesta cafternoon performance: 
matinée 

again combining forms: ana-, re- 

against combining forms: anti-, contra-, 
counter-, ob- 

agnail alternative term: hangnail 

agreed cagreed by everyone: unanimous 
a general agreement: consensus 

air o combining forms: aero-, atmo-, pneum(o)- 
o adjective: pneumatic 

airship o technical term: dirigible o German 
military airship used in First World War: Zeppelin 
o cabin etc. suspended beneath an airship: gondola 

airsock alternative term: windsock 

airtight adjective: hermetic 

alcoholism ctechnical term: dipsomania 
a delusions etc. caused by alcoholism: delirium 
tremens 

alfalfa alternative term: lucerne 

all combining forms: omni-, pan-, panto- 

allergy medicine used to treat allergies: antihis- 
tamine 

alligator pear alternative term: avocado 
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all-in alternative term: freestyle 

all-knowing alternative term: omniscient 

all-powerful alternative term: omnipotent 

all together alternative terms: en bloc, en 
masse 

almond cadjective: amygdalate oalmond 
paste, used on cakes etc.: marzipan o scald almonds 
to remove skin: blanch a almond-shaped: amyg- 
daloid 

alone combining forms: mon-, mono-, uni- 
o person who lives alone: recluse 

almost combining form: quasi- 

alpine house chalet 

altar oaltar canopy: baldacchino, ciborium 
embroidered etc. hanging in front of altar: frontal 
o sculpture etc. on wall behind altar: reredos 

altar boy alternative terms: acolyte, server 


alternative energy alternative term: renew- 
able energy 


altitude sickness alternative term: moun- 
tain sickness 
amenity bed alternative term: pay bed 
American eagle alternative term: bald eagle 
American Indian Amerindian, Native 
American, Red Indian 
among combining form: inter- 
among other things inter alia 
amoretto alternative term: cherub, putto 
ancient combining forms: archaeo-, palaeo- 
angle acombining form: -gon a instrument to 
measure or draw angles: protractor, set square 
aniline technical term: phenylamine 
animal cacombining forms: theri-, zoo- 
o animals of a particular region: fauna o animal 
used to pull carts, ploughs, etc.: draught animal 
o animal used to carry loads: beast of burden 
ankh alternative term: crux ansata 
ankle ankle-covering, worn over shoe etc.: gaiter, 
spat 
ankle bones technical terms: astragalus, talus 
annual ring alternative term: tree ring 
anointing oritual anointing for religious pur- 
poses: unction o oil used for ritual anointing: chrism 
answer witty answer that occurs to one after the 
opportunity to make it has gone: esprit de l'escalier 
ant oadjective: formic acombining form: 
myrmec(o)- o study of ants: myrmecology 
ant bear alternative term: aardvark 
antidote supposed antidote to all poisons: 
mithridate 
antique alternative term: object of virtu 
antler o flat section of antler: palm a prong of 
antler: tine 
anus o combining form: proct(0)- o surgical con- 
struction of an artificial anus: colostomy o muscle 
closing the anus: sphincter 
anvil anvil in ear, technical term: incus 
apart combining form: dia- 
ape adjective: simian 
. Aphrodite Latin name: Venus 
appeal litigant who appeals to a higher court: 
appellant 
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appearance combining form: -phany 
appendix o medical term: vermiform appendix 
o surgical removal of appendix: appendectomy 
appetite adjective: orectic 
appetizer ca first course of a meal: hors d'oeu- 
vre, starter o small open sandwich etc. served as 
appetizer: canapé o alcoholic drink taken before a 
meal as an appetizer: aperitif 
apple o apple brandy: Calvados o apple of one’s 
eye: cynosure 
approved school official term: community 
home 
aquilegia columbine 
Arab o Arab sailing boat: dhow oa Arab covered 
market: souk a Arab quarter in town: kasbah 
a Arab prince etc.: emir, sheik o Arab cloak: 
burnous, djellaba o Arab headdress: keffiyeh 
archer astrological term: sagittarius 
Ares Latin name: Mars 
argument adjective: eristic 
arm co adjective: brachial o arm of octopus etc.: 
tentacle 
armed forces adjective: military 
armpit o adjective: axillary a technical term: 
axilla 
around combining forms: amph-, circum-, epi, 
peri- 
arrogance arrogance leading to one’s down: 
fall: hubris 
arrow a arrow for crossbow: bolt, quarrel o case 
for arrows: quiver 
art vulgar or sentimental art: kitsch 
Artemis Latin name: Diana 
artery hardening of the arteries, technical term: 
arteriosclerosis 
artisto artist's studio: atelier n artist's complete 
output: corpus, oeuvre 
ash o adjectives: cinerary, cinerous a container 
Jor cremated ashes: un 
assumed name alias 
Athena Latin name: Minerva 
athlete’s foot technical term: tinea pedis 
atom smasher technical term: accelerator 
attack medical combining form: -lepsy 
autumn crocus meadow saffron 
away combining forms: ap-, apo-, €C-, €X- 


B 


baby oset of clothes etc for a new-born baby: 
layette a discourage a baby from breast-feeding: 
wean o apparatus providing special environment 
forapremature baby: incubator o abandoned baby 
of unknown parentage: foundling O baby secretly 
substituted for another: changeling 

Bacchus o Greek name: Dionysus o female fol- 
lower of Bacchus: Maenad ustaff carried by 
Bacchus’ followers: thyrsus 

back o combining forms: dors-, not- 0 adjective: 
dorsal a Lying on one’s back: supine n back ofa leaf 
of paper: verso 


ee 
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back again combining forms: ana-, re-, retr(o)- 
backbone o adjectives: spinal, myeloid n tech- 
nical term: spinal column o having a backbone: 
vertebrate a having no backbone: invertebrate 
o joint of meat containing a backbone: chine 
back country alternative terms: hinterland, 
outback 
bacon-and-eggs alternative term: bird's-foot 
trefoil 
bad combining forms: caco-, dys-, mal-, mis- 
bad breath technical term: halitosis 
badger’s burrowsett 
bagpipes ao pipe on bagpipes on which the tune 
is played: chanter opipe on bagpipes used to 
produce a continuous bass note: drone 
balance o adjective: equilibrious o noun: equi- 
librium o astrological term: libra 
ball adjective: globular, spherical 
ball and socket joint technical term: 
enarthrosis 3 
ballerina ballerina’s short skirt: tutu 
bandage bandage etc. bound tight to stop the 
flow of blood: tourniquet 
barber adjective: tonsorial 
barking deer muntjac 
barrel o person who makes barrels: cooper 
uplank from which barrels are made: stave 
a metal band compressing a barrel’s staves: hoop 
a open a barrel: broach 
basket o basket for picnic food or laundry: 
hamper o basket for strawberries etc.: punnet 
u basket for garden vegetables: trug o basket on a 
bicycle or donkey: pannier 
bastardy heraldic indication of bastardy: bend 
sinister 
bath o adjective: balneal o hot bath with under- 
water jets: jacuzzi™ o steam bath: Turkish bath 
a hot-air bath: sauna 
battle the ultimate battle, or one causing huge 
destruction: Armageddon 
beach adjective: littoral 
beach flea alternative term: sand-hopper 
beads o large string of beads used in prayer: 
rosary o small string of beads used in prayer: chaplet 
beam o beam supporting a ceiling etc.: joist 
o beam supporting joists: summer n beam above a 
window, door etc.: lintel o horizontal beam divid- 
ing a window: transom o vertical beam dividing a 
window: mullion 
bean adjective: leguminous 
bean aphid alternative term: blackfly 
bear adjective: ursine 
bearer combining forms: fer, -phore, -phorous 
bearing combining form: -ferous 
beast adjective: bestial, animal, feral 
becoming combining form: -escent 
bed o canvas bed suspended by cords at its ends: 
hammock o Japanese quilted mattress used on the 
floor as a bed: futon n canopy over a bed: tester 
bedsore technical term: decubitus ulcer 
bee coadjective: apian ofemale bee: queen 
o male bee: drone o group of beehives: apiary 


beekeeper technical term: apiarist 

beetle a adjective: coleopterous o sacred beetle 
of ancient Egypt: scarab 

before ucombining forms: ante-, fore-, pre- 
n feeling, when in a new situation, of having experi- 
enced it before: déja vu 

beggar adjective: mendicant 

begging the question technical term: 
petitio principii 

beginning o combining form: -escent o adjec- 
tives: embryonic, incipient, inceptive, inchoate, 
nascent 

behaviour person's distinctive behaviour: trait, 
quirk, mannerism, idiosyncrasy 

being combining form: onto- 

bell o bell rung to instruct people to return to their 
houses: curfew o bell rung for the recitation of 
Roman Catholic prayers commemorating the 
Incarnation: angelus nart of bell-ringing: cam- 
panology a alarm bell: tocsin 

belladonna alternative term: deadly night- 
shade 

bellflower alternative term: campanula 

bell tower campanile 

below u combining forms: hypo-, infra-, sub- 
a below the threshold of consciousness: subliminal 

belt o belt worn by some army officers, with a 
strap over the shoulder: Sam Browne a similar belt, 
carrying cartridges: bandoleer o ornamental belt, 
worn with men’s evening dress: cummerbund 
ornamental belt, won by champion boxer: 
Lonsdale Belt 

bench along wooden bench with high back: 
settle 0 upholstered bench against wall in restau- 
rant etc.: banquette 

bends technical terms: caisson disease, decom- 
pression sickness 

beneath a combining forms: hypo-, infra-, sub- 
o beneath one’s dignity: infra dig 

beside combining form: para- 

best best ofall: crème de la crème 

between combining form: inter- 

beyond a combining forms: hyper-, meta-, para, 
super-, supra-, sur-, trans-, ultra- o beyond one’s 
authority: ultra vires u beyond what is necessary: 
supererogatory, de trop 

bicycle o bicycle for two riders, one seated 
behind the other: tandem a bicycle with one wheel: 
monocycle, unicycle o early bicycle with one very 
large and one small wheel: penny-farthing 

big toe technical term: hallux 

big wheel alternative term: Ferris wheel 

bile combining form: chole- 

bilharzia technical term: schistostomiasis 

billionth combining form: nano- 

bindweed alternative term: convolvulus 

biological classification technical term: 
taxonomy 

bird acombining form: ornith- o adjectives: 
avian, ornithic ostudy of birds: ornithology 
o mythical bird, said to burn itself every 500 years 
and rise again from the ashes: phoenix 

birth acombining form: -genesis o adjective: 
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natal o giving birth by means of eggs: ovi 
n giving birth to live offspring: viviran AEE 
birth from eggs hatched within the body: ovo. 
viviparous 
bishop o adjective: episcopal o bishop's hat: 
mitre n bishop's staff: crosier n bishop's area of 
authority: diocese, see n chief bishop: primate 
- black a combining forms: melan- a black box in 
an aircraft, technical term: flight recorder 
blackcurrant syrup cassis 
blackhead technical term: comedo 
black hole o technical term in astronomy: col- 
lapsar o boundary of black hole: event horizon 
black lung technical terms: pneumoconiosis, 
anthracosis 
black magic o diabolism, the occult a black 
magic as practised on Haiti: voodoo o black magic 
as practised in the West Indies: obeah 
blackthorn alternative term: sloe 
bladder acombining form: cyst- o adjective: 
vesical 
blame o free from blame: exculpate, exonerate 
a person made to bear the blame for another's 
wrongdoing: scapegoat, whipping boy 
bleeder medical technical term: haemophiliac 
blind gut technical term: caecum 
blind worm alternative term: slow-worm 
blink technical term: nictitate 
blood ccombining forms: haem-, haemat- 
Oadjectives: haemal, haematic, sanguineous 
blood transfer: transfusion o artificial purifica- 
tion of the blood: haemodialysis 
blood clot combining form: thromb(o)- 
blood feud alternative term: vendetta 
blood poisoning technical term: septicaemia, 
toxaemia 
blood pressure o high blood pressure: hyper- 
tension ulow blood pressure: hypotension 
o instrument for measuring blood pressure: sphyg- 
momanometer 
blunder social blunder: gaffe, faux pas 
blush adjective: erubescent 
body o combining forms: somat-, -some n adjec- 
tive: corporal o entertainer who twists his body into 
abnormal positions: contortionist 
bogbean alternative term: buckbean 
bog myrtle alternative term: sweet gale 
bomb ohand-thrown bomb: grenade ucrude 
hana-thrown petrol bomb; Molotov cocktail 
a bomb containing jellied petrol: napalm bomb 
bone ccombining form: osteo- o adjectives: 
osseous, osteal o person who manipulates bones to 
ease pain etc.: osteopath o brittleness of bones in the 
old: osteoporosis a bone-house in church etc.: 
charnel house 
book a combining form: biblio- a account-book: 
ledger o list of books: bibliography 
bookplate alternative term: ex-libris 
borderland borderland between England and 
Wales or Scotland: marches 
born o born in wedlock: legitimate a born out of 
wedlock: illegitimate, natural 
both combining forms: ambi-, amphi-, bi- 
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bottle a unmarked bottle for serv wine or 

noe carafe, decanter o Le 
y 

how otraditional Muslim bow greeting: 
salaam o former Chinese bow patie kowtow 

bowls a large black ball used in bowls: wood 
Gsmall white ball used in bowls: jack o French 
bowls; boules, pétanque 

brain o combining forms: encephal-, cerebr(o)- 
o adjective: cerebral o technical term: encephalon 

branch adjective: ramose 

breast o combining form: mast- o adjectives: 
mammary, pectoral o chemical polymer used in 
breast implants: silicone o surgical removal ofa 
breast: mastectomy a surgical removal ofa breast 
tumour: lumpectomy 

breastbone technical term: sternum 

breastwork alternative term: parapet 

breath combining form: spiro- 

bridge o many-arched bridge carrying road or 
railway: viaduct a many-arched bridge carrying 
river or canal: aqueduct o raisable bridge in front 
of castle etc.: drawbridge 

bring u bring back to life: resuscitate, reani- 
mate, revivify o bring up (food etc.): regurgitate 

bristle adjective: setaceous 

broadcast simultaneous broadcast of a pro- 
gramme on radio and television: simulcast 

bronze combining form: chalco- 

brother o combining form: fratr(i)- 0 adjective: 
fraternal a murder of one’s brother: fratricide 

brown coal technical term: lignite 

brown lung technical term: byssinosis 

brown owl alternative term: tawny owl 

building o adjectives: architectural, tectonic 
a sham building erected as a landscape decoration 
etc.: folly 

bulge adjectives: bulbous, tumescent 

bull o adjective: taurine o astrological term: 
taurus 

bundle adjectives: fascicular, fasciculate 

burden adjective: onerous 

burial adjectives: funerary, sepulchral 

busy Lizzie alternative term: balsam 

butter clarified butter, used in Indian cuisine: 
ghee 


butterfly butterfly expert: lepidopterist 
butterfly bush alternative term: buddleia 
butterfly nut alternative term: wing nut 
buttock technical term: natis (pl. nates) 
buyer let the buyer beware: caveat emptor 
buzzing buzzing in the ears: tinnitus 


C 


cabbage salad coleslaw 

cable ocable for securing a ship to a pier: 
hawser o cable for steadying a mast etc.: guyrope 

caisson disease alternative terms: decom- 
pression sickness, bends 

cake shop alternative term: patisserie 


a 
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calamus alternative term: sweet flag 

calceolaria alternative term: slipperwort 

calf love alternative term: puppy love 

call in or up invoke - 

Cambridge University n Cambridge college 
annual feast: Commemoration u Cambridge college 
servant: gyp O Cambridge first-degree examina- 
tion or course: tripos o person gaining first-class 
honours in the Cambridge mathematical tripos: 
wrangler 

camel ccamel with one hump: dromedary 
o camel with two humps: Bactrian camel 

camellia alternative term: japonica 

camera u crosswise movement of a camera: pan 
move a camera towards or away from object: 
track o bring an object into close or distant camera 
focus: zoom. ] 

campanulaalternative term: bellflower 

canal opath along side of a canal: towpath 

u boat used on Venetian canals: gondola a bridge to 
carry a canal over a valley, road, etc.: aqueduct 

cancer o combining form: carcin- a technical 
term: carcinoma ocancer treatment by drugs: 
chemotherapy o cancer treatment by X-rays: radio- 
therapy 

cancerous technical term: carcinomatous, 
malignant 

candlestick o candlestick attached to wall: 
sconce o suspended multi-light candlestick: chan- 
delier a Jewish liturgical candlestick: menorah 

cane cane carried by military officers: swagger 
sti 

cannibal adjective: anthropophagous 

car oold and inefficient car: banger, jalopy, 
rattletrap, tin lizzie a car that is modified to give 
high performance: hot rod 

carbohydrate combining form: -ose 

career summary of a person’s career and educa- 

tion: curriculum vitae 

carnation alternative term: clove pink 
carrying combining forms: -fer, -ferous, -phore, 

-phorous 

cart cart used in the French Revolution to convey 
condemned persons to the guillotine: tumbril 

Carthage adjective: Punic 

cartilage combining form: chondr(o)- 

case history technical term: anamnesis 

cassava alternative term: manioc 

cast off o cast off an old skin (of a snake etc.): 
slough o the skin so cast off: slough action of 
casting off a skin: ecdysis 

castrate n castrated man: eunuch o castrated 
male singer in baroque opera or the papal chapel: 
castrato o castrated cockerel: capon o castrated 
stallion: gelding o castrated ram: wether 

Cat adjective: feline 

Catherine wheel alternative term: pinwheel 
cattle adjective: bovine 
cauliflower ear technical term: aural 
hematoma 
Cause adjective: aetiological 
causing combining forms: -genesis, -genous, 

-facient, -fic, -otic 


cave combining form: speleo- 
con combining forms: -cyt-, cyto-, -cyte, -blast, 
-plast 
cement o cement used between bricks: pointing 
o cement used between tiles: grout 0 cement used to 
cover a floor: screed u cement used to cover a wall: 
parget 
centre combining form: mes- 
ceremony cadmission ceremony: initiation 
o ceremony to make an award: investiture u cer- 
emony to place a person in office: induction ocer- 
emony to denote a turning-point in a person’s life: rite 
of passage 0 memorial ceremony: commemoration 
Ceres Greek name: Demeter 
chalk adjective: calcareous 
chamber adjective: cameral 
chance adjective: fortuitous 
change ccombining forms: -trop-, -tropic, 
tropo- o radical change: quantum leap o change 
sides: apostatize o change of the Eucharistic ele- 
ments: transubstantiation o person who changes 
his principles to suit the times: trimmer, time-server 
change of life technical term: menopause 
charity adjective: eleemosynary 
Charlemagne adjectives: Carolingian, 
Carlovingian 
Charles | and Ill adjective: Caroline 
cheek adjectives: buccal, malar 
cheekbone technical term: zygomatic bone 
cheese o adjective: caseous o sprinkled with 
grated cheese and browned: au gratin 
chemical combining forms: chem-, chemi-, 
chemo- 
cherry brandy alternative term: kirsch 
cherub technical terms in art: amoretto, putto 
chess o winning position in chess: checkmate 
udraw in chess: stalemate o opening tactic in 
chess: gambit 
chest o adjectives: pectoral, thoracic o techni- 
cal term: thorax 
chewchew the cud, technical term: ruminate 
chicken pox technical term: varicella 
chickpea o chickpea paste: hummus a chick- 
pea rissole: felafel 
child o combining form: paedo-, paedi- a child 
under state guardianship: ward of court o nursery 
Sor young children: crèche 
childbirth o technical terms: confinement, par- 
turition n adjective: puerperal u medical care and 
study of those giving birth: obstetrics n doctor pro- 
viding such care, or person making such study: obste- 
trician o nurse attending at childbirth: midwife 
u matter discharged after childbirth: afterbirth 
Chinese ocombining form: Sino- o Chinese 
frying pan: wok a Chinese game played with small 
tiles: mahjong o Chinese therapy by needles: 
acupuncture o Chinese official: mandarin u study 
of Chinese culture etc.: Sinology a Chinese goose- 
berry: kiwi fruit a Chinese ink: Indian ink 
choice a difficult choice: dilemma o choice with 
no real alternatives: Hobson's choice u choice made 
to allocate scarce resources: triage 
church cadjective: ecclesiastical achurch 


907 


cider strong and rough cider: scrumpy 
circle o combining form: cycl- o imagined circle 
joining the earth’s poles: meridian o imagined 
circle round the earth equidistant from its poles: 
equator prehistoric circle of stones etc.: henge 
city cadjectives: civic, urban o chief city: 
metropolis o large city made by the fusion of several 
towns or cities: megalopolis 
classification o classification of plants and 
animals: taxonomy u classification of plants and 
animals by genus and species: Linnaean nomen- 
clature, binomial nomenclature o classification 
according to rank: hierarchy aclassification 
according to shared ancestry: cladistics 
clay oclay used for pottery: argil a clay used to 
make reddish pottery: terracotta o thin clay used to 
decorate pottery: slip o clay used for bricks and 
walls: adobe n clay used as a filter: fuller's earth 
clerical collar alternative term: dog collar 
climb climb down a sheer cliff etc. using ropes: 
abseil 
clock a clock mechanism: escapement u art or 
study of clock-making: horology o precise clock: 
chronometer 
cloth ocloth-merchant: mercer, draper u roll of 
cloth in a shop etc.: bolt a cloth to cover a corpse: 
shroud, winding sheet 
clothes o adjective: sartorial o clothes for anew 
baby: layette o liturgical clothes: vestments 
o clothes designer: couturier 
cloud adjective: nebulous 
clove pink alternative term: carnation 
club cadjectives: clavate, claviform orish 
club: shillelagh o Australian aborigine’s club: 
waddy oAfrican club: knobkerrie u veto 
someone’s proposed membership of a club etc.: 
blackball 
coal miner’s lung technical terms: pneumo- 
coniosis, anthracosis 
coast o adjective: littoral o scenic coast road: 
corniche 
coat o coat with flour, sugar, etc.: dredge 0 coat 
with plaster or cement: render o coat with planks 
etc.: clad 
codes u study of codes: cryptography, crypto- 
logy o deciphering of codes: cryptanalysis 
coffee o strong black coffee made under steam 
pressure: espresso O coffee topped with frothed 
milk: cappuccino u stimulant in coffee: caffeine 
coffin o stone coffin: sarcophagus o stand for a 
coffin: bier, catafalque u coffin-carrier: pallbearer 
coin cadjective: nummary o/face of a coin: 
obverse o back of a coin: reverse o ridges on a 
coin’s edge: milling o study of coins: numismatics 
cold o combining forms: cryo-, psychro- o sleepy 


etc. state brought on by extreme cold: hypothermia 

cold sore technical term: herpes labialis 

collarbone technical term: clavicle 

Collection o collection of writings etc.: antho- 
logy, miscellany, omnibus a collection of miscella- 
neous items: farrago, job lot 

collective farm ocollective farm in Israel: 
kibbutz a collective farm in Russia: kolkhoz 

collector acollector of bygones: antiquary 
a collector of beer mats: tegestologist u collector of 
books: bibliophile o collector of butterflies and 
moths: lepidopterist o collector of coins and 
medals: numismatist a collector of matchboxes: 
phillumenist o collector of stamps: philatelist 

college ucollege dining room: hall, refectory 
a college doorkeeper. porter o college doorkeeper's 
room: lodge o college principal's apartments: lodg- 
ings o annual college feast: gaudy, commemoration 

colour ocadjective. chromatic orange of 
colours: spectrum 

columbine alternative term: aquilegia 
combat omedieval mock-combat between 
mounted knights: joust a place for such combat: 
lists 0 mock sea battle staged in a Roman arena: 
naumachia 

combatant person who fought in a Roman 
arena to entertain: gladiator 

combination combination of businesses: con- 
glomerate, consortium, syndicate, cartel k 
command adjectives: mandatory, preceptive 
command economy alternative term: 
planned economy = 
comment comment made in passing: obiter 
dictum 

common fraction alternative term: simple 
fraction 

Common Market official name: European 
Community 

common noun technical term: appellative 
complaint cadjective: querulous o govern- 
mentofficial investigating complaints: ombudsman 
complete combining form: hol(o)- 

complex fraction alternative term: com- 
pound fraction 

compliance minimal compliance with a law 
etc.: tokenism 

compressed air adjective: pneumatic 

conclusion «conclusion derived by logic: 
deduction, inference o conclusion inferred from a 
limited number of instances: generalization O con- 
clusion wrongly inferred: non sequitur 
condition combining forms: -osis, -tude 
connoisseur n connoisseur of food and drink: 
gourmet, gastronome o connoisseur of antiques 
etc.: virtuoso 

conqueror Spanish conqueror of South 
America: conquistador 

contact spread by contact: contagious 

contain combining form: -fer- 

container ccontainer for fluids: reservoir, 
cistern o sealed container for a measured amount of 
medicine etc.: ampoule n container for molten metal: 
crucible o container for wine or oil: ampulla, cruse 
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o container for tea: caddy o container for petrol or 
water: jerrycan o container for relics: reliquary 
continental quilt alternative term: duvet 
contradiction apparent contradiction used 
Sor rhetorical effect: oxymoron 
contrast contrast of light and shade in a picture 
etc.: chiaroscuro 
cooked lightly cooked: al dente 
cooking adjective: culinary 
copper ucombining forms: chalc-, cupr- 
o adjectives: cupric, cuprous 
copy o copying the work of another and claiming 
it as one’s own: plagiarism, piracy o exact genetic 
copy: clone 
corn on the cob alternative term: maize 
corpse o combining form: necr- o corpse used 
for medical research: cadaver o dissection of a 
corpse: post-mortem, autopsy O building etc. for 
storing corpses: mortuary, morgue 0 deep-freezing 
of corpses: cryonics a preservation of a corpse by 
injecting chemicals: embalmment n destruction of 
a corpse by fire: cremation o burial of a corpse: 
interment o corpse revived by witchcraft: zombie 
correct combining form: ortho- 
cot death technical term: sudden infant death 
syndrome 
cottage pie alternative term: shepherd's pie 
cough ctechnical term: tussis ucough 
medicine: expectorant 
counterpoint adjective: contrapuntal 
country adjectives: rural, pastoral 
cowboy o South American cowboy: gaucho 
o cowboy’s leather overtrousers: chaps 
coyote alternative term: prairie wolf 
crab astrological term: cancer 
crane-fly alternative term: daddy-long-legs 
criminal o criminal who betrays his fellows to 
the police (Brit): grass o criminal intent, technical 
term: mens rea 
criticism person etc. thought to be above criti- 
cism: sacred cow 
Crow adjective: corvine 
Crown cocrown worn by a nobleman: ceronet 
o crown worn by the pope: tiara 
crux ansata alternative term: ankh 
cud-chewer technical term: ruminant 
culture o person having no cultural interests: 
philistine o study of primitive cultures: ethnology 
cup Eucharistic cup: chalice o cup used by Christ 
at the Last Supper: Holy Grail 
Cupid Greek name: Eros 
curve adjective: sinuous 
cut combining forms: -tom-, -tomy 


D 


daddy-long-legs alternative term: crane-fly 

dancer dancer's close-fitting garment covering 
the torso, and sometimes the arms and legs: leotard 

danger o hidden danger: pitfall o danger inher- 
ent in a task etc.: occupational hazard 


dalton alternative term: atomic mass unit 

daughter adjective: filial 

dawn adjective: auroral 

day o adjective: diurnal o day in which hours of 
daylight and darkness are equal: equinox u longest 
or shortest day: solstice 

day blindness technical term: hemeralopia 

dayfily alternative term: mayfly 

Day of Atonement alternative term: Yom 
Kippur 

dead o service for the dead: requiem o medical 
examination of a dead person: post-mortem 
u medical examiner of dead person: pathologist 
o published history of a dead person: obituary 
u tomb-inscription: epitaph 0 summon up the dead 
by magic: necromancy 

dead end o road with no exit at its far end: cul- 
de-sac odeadlock in argument or discussion: 
impasse, stalemate 

deadly nightshade alternative term: bella- 
donna 

dean adjective: decanal 

death o combining form: mori-, necr-, -thanasia 
o adjectives: fatal, lethal, mortal o causing death: 
lethal, fatal, terminal o at the point of death: mori- 
bund a death inflicted to relieve suffering: euthana- 
sia u death of body tissue: necrosis, mortification, 
gangrene o stiffness of joints after death: rigor 
mortis 0 magistrate investigating cause of person’s 
death: coroner o reminder of death’s inevitability: 
memento mori o after-death: posthumous 

decay o combining form: sapr- u decay of teeth 
or bones: caries u decayed organic matter in the 
soil: humus 

deceive easily deceived: credulous, gullible 

decompose able to be decomposed by bacteria: 
biodegradable 

decompression sickness alternative 
terms: caisson sickness, the bends 

deep combining form: bath- 

deer a adjective: cervine a deer meat: venison 
o deer’s track: slot 

degree o degree awarded to a candidate who 
was ill at the time of the examination: aegrotat 
o degree conferred when the graduate is elsewhere: 
in absentia 

delay cadjective: dilatory adelay by non- 
cooperation: stonewall o delay by lengthy speeches: 
filibuster 

Seluston delusions of being persecuted: para- 
noia 

Demeter Latin name: Ceres 

dentist uo dentist who corrects the position of 


- teeth: orthodontist n dentist's assistant who cleans 


teeth: hygienist 

descent o direct descent: lineal o descent by a 
parallel line: collateral n of the male line of descent: 
patrilineal oof the female line of descent: matri- 
lineal . 

desire nadjective, technical term: orectic 
a desire another's property: covet 


despair despair at imagined lack of progress: 
accidie 
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destruction o destruction from within: sabo- 
tage a destruction of revered objects or ideas: icono- 
clasm o malicious or purposeless destruction: 
vandalism o total destruction: holocaust 
detail subtle detail: nicety, quibble, niggle, tech- 
nicality, punctilio 
devil o adjectives: diabolic, diabolical o worship 
of the devil: diabolism 
dial a conventional watch etc. dial with moving 
hands: analog o watch etc. dial with changing 
numerical display: digital 
Diana Greek name: Artemis 
diaphragm medical adjective: phrenic 
dictator atitle of German dictator: führer 
litle of Italian dictator: duce a title of Spanish 
dictator: caudillo usmall group exercising dic- 
tatorial powers: junta 
dictionary o small dictionary at the back of a 
textbook etc.: glossary, vocabulary o dictionary of 
places etc.: gazetteer u dictionary of synonyms and 
antonyms: thesaurus u dictionary in which the def- 
inition precedes the headword (as here): reverse dic- 
tionary operson who compiles dictionaries: 
lexicographer 
difference o subtle difference: nuance n differ- 
ence in brightness in a picture: contrast 
different o combining forms: allo-, aniso-, heter-, 
vari- o of many different colours: motley, pied, varie- 
gated u having a different content: heterogeneous 
difficult combining form: dys- 
digestion adjective: peptic 
dinner adjective: prandial 
Dionysus o Latin name: Bacchus n female fol- 
lower of Dionysus: Maenad ustaff carried by 
Dionysus’ followers: thyrsus 
disappointing disappointing outcome: anti- 
climax, bathos 
discharge combining forms: -rrhoea, -rrhagia 
discontinue discontinue meetings of a parlia- 
ment etc. without dissolution: prorogue 
discovery o method of discovery by trial and 
error: heuristic o faculty of making fortunate dis- 
coveries: serendipity 
discuss cdiscuss publicly: ventilate, air 
o avoid discussion: fence, prevaricate 
disease o combining forms: nos(o)-, patho-, 
-pathy, -osis o temporary abatement of a disease: 
remission o general outbreak of a disease: epi- 
demic o resumption of a disease: recrudescence 
u study of disease: pathology a group of symptoms 
indicating a particular disease: syndrome u denot- 
ing a disease passed on by physical contact: conta- 
gious n denoting a disease often or only found in a 
certain region or race: endemic 
diseased combining forms: dys., -otic 
dislike person or thing particularly disliked: 
béte noire 
dismiss dismiss with dishonour (from the 
armed forces etc.): cashier 
disseminated sclerosis alternative term: 
multiple sclerosis 
dissolution combining forms: lyso-, -lys-, -lysis 
distance combining form: te\(e)- 
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distant ultimately distant spot: ultima Thule 
distillation flask retort 
distinction subtle distinction: nicety, 
nuance o over-subtle distinction: hair-splitting, 
quibble 
ditch hidden ditch separating gardens from 
parkland: ha-ha 
diver o diver’s compressed-air apparatus: scuba, 
aqualung odiver’s enclosed vessel for deep-sea 
observations: bathyscaphe o painful condition suf- 
fered by diver after sudden reduction of pressure: the 
bends, caisson disease, decompression sickness 
divide combining form: -sect 
divine divine for water: dowse 
division o combining form: schiz(o)- a division 
into opposing factions etc.: polarization, schism 
divorce o spouse initiating a divorce action: 
applicant o spouse against whom a divorce action is 
brought: respondent o person cited in a divorce 
action as having committed adultery with the partner 
being sued: co-respondent o court's provisional 
divorce ruling: decree nisi o court's final divorce 
ruling. decree absolute o financial support to be 
given by a former spouse after divorce: maintenance 
doctor o doctor in charge of a particular branch 
of medicine at a hospital: consultant o hospital 
doctor assisting a consultant: registrar o junior 
hospital doctor: houseman ofamily doctor: 
general practitioner o replacement doctor: locum 
document cdocument containing a sworn 
Statement: affidavit 0 document recording a con- 
tract: deed o document showing ownership of a 
property: title deed o document recording the trans- 
Ser of ownership of a property: conveyance a docu- 
ment written entirely by its author. holograph 
o document signed by its author: autograph 
doer combining forms: -tor, -tress, -trix 
dog cadjective: canine ufemale dog: bitch 
a male dog: dog o give birth to dogs: whelp 
dog collar alternative term: clerical collar 
done something done and unalterable: fait 
accompli 
doorman o doorman at an hotel or theatre etc.: 
commissionaire o doorman at a block of flats: 
concierge a doorman at a college etc.: porter 
downwards combining form: cata- 
drawing u combining form:-graphy a drawing 
ofa machine etc. showing its parts as if separated by 
an explosion: exploded view udrawing of a 
machineetc. with parts of its casing removed to show 
inner workings. cutaway 0 drawing of a vertical 
aspect of a building: elevation o drawing of a floor 
layout of a building: plan 
dream o combining form: oneir(o)- u adjective: 
oneiric 
drift anchor alternative term: sea anchor 
dripstone alternative term: hood mould 
drug ocombining forms: pharmaco-, narco- 
o drug that sharpens the senses: stimulant n drug 
that dulls the senses: narcotic n drug producing 
hallucinations. psychedelic, hallucinogenic 
u hormonal drug used by athletes to improve per- 
formance: steroid n inject a drug irecily into a 
vein: mainline o cure of addiction by complete 
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deprivation of drugs: cold turkey a cure of addic- 
tion by progressive deprivation of drugs: with- 
drawal 

drum apitched bowl-shaped drum: timpano, 
kettledrum o drum with resonating strings along 
its underside. snare drum odrum in Latin 
American band: bongo a jazz drum beaten with the 
hands: tom-tom a Indian drum: tabla 

dry combining form: xero- 

dummy jointed dummy used by artists: lay 
figure 

dung acombining form: copro- o dung-eating, 
technical term: coprophagous o dung of seabirds 
sold as a fertilizer: guano 

duty cadjective: deontic a beyond the call of 
duty: supererogatory 

duvet alternative term: continental quilt 

dwarf o dwarf bean: French bean, kidney bean 
o dwarf plant or tree as cultivated in Japan: bonsai 


E 


each other adjectives: mutual, reciprocal 
eagle adjective: aquiline 
eagle's nest alternative term: eyrie 
ear n adjective: aural o combining forms: ot-, oto- 
earache technical term: otalgia 
eardrum technical terms: tympanic membrane, 
tympanum 
ear, nose, and throat technical term: oto- 
rhinolaryngology 
ear-shaped adjective: auriculate 
ear shell alternative term: abalone 
earth adjectives: terrestrial, telluric 
earth combining form: geo- 
earthquake adjective: seismic 
earwakx technical term: cerumen 
east adjective: oriental 
Easter adjective: Paschal 
Easter cactus alternative term: Christmas 
cactus 
East Germany official title: German 
Democratic Republic 
eating ocombining forms: -phag-, -phagous, 
-vorous o eating all foods: omnivorous o meat- 
eating: carnivorous o plant-eating: herbivorous 
Geating grasses and cereals: graminivorous 
Ofish-eating: piscivorous eating corpses: 
necrophagous o eating dung: coprophagous 
ebonite alternative term: vulcanite 
ecology technical term: bionomics 
ecstatic speech technical term: glossolalia 
eel-shaped adjective: anguilliform 
efficiency analysis of workplace efficiency: 
operational research 
egg combining forms: -00-, -ovi-, -ovo- 
egg-shaped adjective: oval, ovate, ovoid 
eglantine alternative term: sweetbrier 
Egyptian scripts demotic, hieratic 
Egyptian tomb mastaba 
eight combining form: octo-, octa- 


eighty-year-old alternative term: octogenar- 
ian 


election o election campaign: hustings o study 
of voting at elections: psephology 


- electric eyealternative term: photocell 


electric o electric shock treatment: electrocon- 
vulsive therapy o electric supply failure: outage 

electronic music keyboard moog synthe. 
sizer 

elements table of the chemical elements 
arranged by atomic number: periodic table 

elephant o elephant driver: mahout a seat on 
elephant's back: howdah 

eleven combining form: hendeca- 

elf o alternative term: pixie n in Irish folklore: 
leprechaun 

emotion adjective: affective 

emotional release in response to a moving 
play, novel, etc.: catharsis 

emotional shock technical term: trauma 

emperor cemperor of Germany: Kaiser 
n emperor of Japan: Mikado a emperor of Russia: 
Tsar 


end cacombining forms: a purpose: tel-, tele- 
aū tip: acro- p 

end of the world theological study of the end 
of the world: eschatology 

enemy adjective: inimical 

English combining form: Anglo- 

English-speaking adjective: anglophone 

. engraving adjective: glyptic 

enlightenment theological term in Buddhism 
or Hinduism: nirvana 

enteric fever alternative term: typhoid fever 

entertain adjective: amusing, diverting 

entire combining forms: pan-, panto- 

environment combining form: eco- 

enzyme combining form: -ase 

equal combining form: equi, iso- 

equal in size adjective: coextensive, cotermi- 
nous 

equivalent return quid pro quo 

Eros Latin name: Cupid 

erosion projecting wall or fence to limit sea’s 
erosion of coast: groyne 

error in logic fallacy 

escape person who entertains audiences by 
demonstrating skill in escaping: escapologist 

escort o female escort for young woman: chap- 
erone, duenna omale escort for older woman: 
gigolo 

Eskimo a Eskimo ice-house: igloo o Eskimo 
sledge-dog: husky, malamute u Eskimo canoe: 
Kayak o Eskimo inhabitant of the islands off 
Alaska: Aleut n Eskimo inhabitant of North 
America or Greenland: Inuit 

essential condition prerequisite, sine qua 
non i 

estimator one who estimates the cost of a pro- 
posed building etc.: quantity surveyor 

estragon alternative term: tarragon 

euphrasy alternative term: eyebright 
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evaporating rapidly technical term: volatile 
event o important event: milestone, landmark 
o possible sequence of events: scenario : 
everyday speech technical terms: demotic, 
vernacular 
everything combining forms: pan-, panto- 
evidence object shown in court as evidence: 
exhibit 
evil averting evil: apotropaic 
evil spirit o spirit said to take female form to 
seduce a sleeping man: succubus 0 spirit said to 
take male form to seduce a sleeping woman: incubus 
o person posssessed by an evil spirit: demoniac 
o drive out evil spirits: exorcize 
examination ccombining forms: -opsy, 
-scopy o examination of financial accounts: audit 
o verbal examination: oral, viva o supervisor of 
persons taking a written examination: invigilator 
o medical examination of a corpse: autopsy, post- 
mortem u medical examination of tissue from a 
living body: biopsy o theological examination of 
heretic etc.: inquisition 0 mental examination of 
one’s thoughts etc.: introspection 
example o example to be imitated: paradigm 
o example cited to justify similar action: precedent 
a cite as an example: adduce 
exceeding combining forms: super-, ultra- 
excessive combining form: hyper- 
excrement o combining form: copro-, scato- 
o eating excrement, technical term: coprophagous 
n excrement of seabirds sold as a fertilizer: guano 
exempt from blame exonerate 
existence combining form: onto- 
existing situation status quo 
expelling combining form: -fuge 
experience o in handling tricky social or busi- 
ness situations etc.: savoir faire o a short but 
unpleasant interview etc.: mauvais quart d'heure 
experimentation on living animals: vivisec- 
tion 
explanation provisional explanation: 
hypothesis o ofa difficult word in a text etc.: gloss 
explosive o explosive material in a missile's 
warhead: payload u explosive charge to propel a 
rocket etc.: propellant cexplosive situation: 
powder keg, tinderbox 
extermination extermination of an entire 
nation or race: genocide 
external combining form: exo- 
extra combining form: super-, ultra- 
eye o adjectives: ocular, ophthalmic a combin- 
ing form: ophthalmo- a medical specialist for vision 
problems: oculist, optician, optometrist oan eye 
for an eye, legal concept: lex talionis 
eyeblack alternative term: mascara 
eyebright alternative term: euphrasy 
eyelash technical term: cilium 
eyelid adjective: palpebral 
eyeshadow alternative term: kohl 
eye socket technical term: orbit 
eyestrain technical term: asthenopia 
eye tooth technical term: canine 
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face o combining form: -hedron o with an unex- 
pressive face: deadpan, inscrutable, poker-faced 

Hort] Beapbiring forms; -ward, -wards 
o lying Jaci wnwards: prone u lyi i 
tnd era p lying facing 

factan unalterable fact: fait accompli 

false combining form: pseud(o)- 

false fruit technical term: pseudocarp 

family narrowest family unit, consisting of a 
couple and their children only: nuciear family 

family tree alternative terms: genealogy, pedi- 
gree 

fantasy o/fantasy world: Cockaigne, cloud- 
cuckoo-land, Utopia o person living in a fantasy 
world: Walter Mitty 

Far East adjective: oriental 

far sight technical terms: hyperopia, hyper- 
metropia, presbyopia 

farming adjective: agr- 

fast combining form: tach- 

fat acombining forms: lipo-, seb(o)-, steat(o)- 
o adjective: sebaceous 

fate ufate in Hindu and Buddhist thought: 
karma o fate in Islamic thought: kismet 

father ocombining form: patr(i)- 0 adjective: 
paternal o murder of one’s father: patricide 

fault o fault-finding: captious, carping, niggling 
n minor personal fault: foible, peccadillo ` 
faulty combining form: dys- 

Faunus Greek name: Pan 

favouritism favouritism towards one’s rela- 
tives: nepotism 

fear combining form:-phobia o fear of confined 
spaces: claustrophobia o fear of foreigners: xeno- 
phobia o fear of public places: agoraphobia o fear 
of homosexuals: homophobia ofear of heights: 
acrophobia o fear of water: hydrophobia 

feast adjective: festal 

Feast of Lights alternative term: Hannukkah 

Feast of Tabernacles alternative term: 
Sukkoth 

Feast of Weeks alternative term: Shavuoth 
fee cinitial fee paid to a barrister: retainer 
ufurther fee paid to a barrister: refresher o fee 
paid to cover expenses etc. of someone doing 
‘unpaid’ work: honorarium a percentage fee on 
sales made etc.: commission a/fee paid to an 
author etc. for copies sold or performances given: 
royalty 

feeding combining forms: troph., -trophy 

feelings a combining form: -pathy n ability to 
share another's feelings: empathy 

female combining forms: gyno-, -gyn-, -€Ss, 
-tress, -trix 

ferroconcrete alternative term: reinforced 
concrete 

fever technical term: pyrexia 

field adjective: campestral 

film acombining form: cine- afilm expert or 
enthusiast: cineaste 
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filtration filtration process for blood of patient 
suffering kidney failure: dialysis 
final o final part of a speech: peroration o final 
partofa play: denouement, epilogue o final part of 
a piece of music: coda 3 
finger o combining form: dactyl(o)- 0 adjective: 
digital 
fingerprint technical term: dactylogram 
fire a combining form: pyro- a fire for burning a 
corpse: pyre o person starting fires yor malicious 
purposes: arsonist 0 mythical creature living in 
fire: salamander 
fireplace o grid at front of fireplace to keep in 
burning material: fender shelf along side of fire- 
place for kettle etc.: hob o stand for kettle etc. at front 
of fireplace: trivet n stand to support logs in a fire- 
place: andiron, firedog u metal plate at the back ofa 
fireplace: reredos 
first cacombining forms: proto-, ur- a/first 
example: prototype u first appearance of a per- 
former. debut first performance: premiere 
o first-year student at a university: freshman 
fish a combining forms: ichthy(o)-, pisc- 0 adjec- 
tive: piscine u fish eggs: spawn o fish sperm: milt 
fishes astrological term: pisces 
fishing o adjective: piscatorial n catch fish with 
one’s hands: guddle 
five o combining forms: pent-, quin-, quinque- 
Ofive-sided figure: pentagon o/five-pointed star: 
pentagram o group of five: pentad 
flag adjective: vexillary 
flat o top-floor flat: penthouse uflat on two or 
more floors, with its own outside door: maisonette 
Oftat kept for occasional use: pied-à-terre u large 
building divided into flats: tenement 
fleet o fleet of warships: armada u fleet of mer- 
chant ships: argosy o fleet of small ships: flotilla 
flesh o combining forms: carn-, sarc(o)- o adjec- 
tive: carnal 
float o float attached to side of a canoe etc: out- 
rigger o float supporting a bridge: pontoon a float 
used to raise sunken ships: caisson 
flood o adjective: diluvial u sudden flood: flash 
flood o before the (biblical) Flood: antediluvian 
floor o floor ofa building having Principal recep- 
tion rooms etc.: piano nobile a floor set ina building 
between main floors: mezzanine Ofloor of wood 
blocks: parquet 
flour adjective: farinaceous 
flow combining forms: rheo., -rrhoea, -rrhagia 
flower o combining forms: antho., flor-, anthous 
o adjective: floral o sweet liquid collected by bees 
from flowers: nectar o fine dust collected by bees 
from flowers: pollen a flower that keeps its colour 
when dried: immortelle 
fluid o body fluid in early medicine: humour 
o body fluid surrounding embryo: amniotic fluid 
o body fluid around joints: sinovia 
fodder co fodder of fermented grass etc.: Silage 
a fall fodder plant with yellow flowers: rape 
fond combining forms: phil(o)-, -phile 
food o adjective: alimentary a food for the gods: 
ambrosia o food for pigs: swill a food for horses: 
tack o seasoning for food: condiment o food addi- 
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tive used in Chinese cuisine: monosodium gluta- 
mate oshop selling foreign foods: delicatessen 
Odenoting food prepared in accordance with 
Jewish law: kosher o denoting food unacceptable to 
Jewish law: tref ufood poisoning: botulism, 
salmonellosis 

fool’s gold technical term: iron pyrites 

foot a combining forms: pedi-, -pod, -pode o wart 
growing on feet: verruca O Specialist treating 
hands and feet: chiropodist 

forehead adjectives: frontal 

foreign o combining form: xeno- a foreign girl 
who does domestic work in return for keep and 
English lessons: au pair 

foreskin o technical term: prepuce o removal of 
the foreskin: circumcision 

forest adjective: sylvan 

form combining forms: morpho-, -morphic 

formal logic alternative term: symbolic logic 

fortification o fortification of wooden stakes: 


-palisade, stockade o concrete fortification, with 


loopholes for guns etc.: blockhouse o underground 
fortified shelter: bunker 

fortune telling o fortune telling from lines on 
the hand: palmistry o fortune telling from the stars: 
astrology o fortune telling from playing cards: car- 
tomancy ofortune telling from dreams: oneiro- 
mancy o fortune telling by drawing lots: sortilege 

found object alternative term: objet trouvé 

four ocombining forms: quadr-, tetr- ofour 
children born at a birth: quadruplets o/four- 
legged animal: quadruped a four-line verse stanza: 
quatrain four-track  stereophonic sound: 
quadraphony ` : : 

fowl o adjective: gallinaceous o castrated fowl: 
capon o fowl’s edible offal: giblets 

fox cadjective: vulpine ofemale fox: vixen 
0 male fox: dog a fox’s lair: earth o fox's tail: brush 

fraction o number placed above the line in a 
fraction: numerator o number placed below the 
line in a fraction: denominator o fraction equal to 
less than one: proper fraction o fraction equal to 
more than one: improper fraction 

France combining forms: Franco-, Gallo- 

freeze combining form: cryo- 

French bean alternative terms: dwarf bean, 
haricot, kidney bean 

friction combining form: tribo- 

frog adjective: batrachian 

front o front of a building: facade a front of an 
army: vanguard o front of a leaf of paper: recto 

fruit combining forms: fruct-, -carp 

fruit fly alternative term: drosophila 

fruit sugar technical term: fructose 

fungus o combining forms: myco-, -mycete 
o edible fungus growing underground: truffle 

furnace o/furnace for steel: blast furnace 
Ofurnace for pottery: kiln o furnace for rubbish: 
incinerator 


fusion bomb alternative term: thermonuclear 
bomb 
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gall combining form: chole- 
gallery exterior gallery on an upper floor: loggia 
game game killed during a day's shoot etc.: bag 
igangrene technical terms: necrosis, mortifica- 
ion 
garden noformal garden with paths between 
small beds etc.: knot garden a garden pavilion with 
view: gazebo garden shelter: alcove, arbour, 
bower o ornamental hedge-clipping in a garden: 
topiary 
garlic o adjective: alliaceous n garlic mayon- 
naise: aioli 
gas a combining forms: aero-, pneum(o)- o labora- 
tory gas burner: Bunsen burner ogas in the 
digestive tract: flatulence o/foul-smelling gas: 
mephitis, effluvium a gas formerly thought to fill 
all space: ether 
gas mask technical term: respirator 
gate a revolving gate: turnstile o fortified gate: 
barbican o back gate: postern 
gear o gear system causing the parts to revolve at 
the same speed before engagement: synchromesh 
a system changing cycle gears by moving the chain: 
derailleur 
general assistant factotum 
German shepherd dog alternative term: 
alsatian 
germ warfare alternative term: biological 
warfare 
gift of tongues technical term: glossolalia 
glandular fever technical term: infectious 
mononucleosis 
glass adjective: vitreous 
goat adjectives: caprine, hircine 
goose o adjective: anserine agroup of geese: 
gaggle o group of geese flying in formation: skein 
geranium alternative term: pelargonium 
germ o technical term: pathogen o blood protein 
counteracting germs: antibody o germ provoking 
the production of antibodies: antigen 
German measles technical term: rubella 
ghost aghostly double of a living person: 
doppelgänger a ghost that throws things about: 
poltergeist u ghostly emanation from a medium 
during a seance: ectoplasm 
give person who gives: donor 
glandular fever technical term: infectious 
mononucleosis 
Glasgow adjective: Glaswegian 
glass o combining form: vitr- o adjectives: vit- 
reous 
glass fibre alternative term: optical fibre 
glue-sniffing technical term: solvent abuse 
gnu alternative term: wildebeest 
goat o adjectives: caprine, hircine o male goat: 
billy goat o female goat: nanny goat o fabric made 
from goat hair: mohair o astrological term: capri- 
corn 
god o combining form: the- n adjective: divine 
o belief in a single god: monotheism o belief in 


gall | groove REVERSE DICTIONARY SUPPLEMENT 


many gods: polytheism o belief that God is identi- 
cal with the created universe: pantheism o drink of 
the gods: nectar Ufood of the gods: ambrosia 
o blood of the gods: ichor a woodland god: satyr, 
faun o creator-god: demiurge o god's appearance 
to men: epiphany, theophany dof a god taking 
animal form: zoomorphic o of a. god taking human 
form: anthropomorphic o belief that there can be 
no sure evidence of a god's existence. agnosticism 
o Deia et there is no god: atheism 

gold a combining forms: auri-, chi 3 

O gold in bulk: bullion o gold bar: nee pate 
natural gold: nugget usearch for natural gold: 
Prospect o stone said to turn base metals to gold: 
philosopher's stone 

goose adjective: anserine 

goose-flesh technical term: horripilation 

government ccombining forms: -archy, 
-cracy, -nomy o moral authority given to a govern- 
ment by its election majority: mandate o transfer of 
governmental power to regional authorities: devo- 
lution oorganization that is independent but 
government-sponsored: quango 

gradual cagradual development: evolution 
a gradual absorption: osmosis 

grain o combining form: grani- 0 grain-eating: 
granivorous o grain fungus: ergot o funnel for dis- 
pensing grain: hopper a gather leftover grain from 
a harvest field: glean o separate chaff from grain by 
the wind: winnow a separate chaff from grain by 
beating: thresh a storage tower or pit for threshed 
grain:silo o storehouse for threshed grain: granary 

grammar omistake in grammar: solecism 
a mistake in grammar made by inappropriate 
application of a rule: hypercorrection 

grape cogrape harvest: vintage o fermenting 
grape juice: must a remains of grapes after press- 
ing: marc 

grandfather clock alternative term: long- 
case clock 

grass o adjectives: graminaceous, gramineous 


_Ggrass-eating: graminivorous O circle of darker 


grass in lawn etc.: fairy ring a clump of grass dis- 
lodged by horse’s hoof etc.: divot a synthetic grass 
surface used on sports fields: AstroTurf™ 

grassland cextensive grassland in Russia: 
steppe n extensive grassland in North America: 
prairie a extensive grassland in South America: 
pampas extensive grassland in warm regions: 
savannah o extensive grassland in South Africa: 
veldt 

grave cadjective. sepulchral uprehistoric 
grave mound: barrow, tumulus 

Greek ucombining form: Graeco-, Hellen- 
n adjective: Hellenic o Greek restaurant: taverna 
uGreek resin-flavoured wine: retsina O Greek 
mandolin: bouzouki o white skirt in Greek men’s 
traditional dress: fustanella o citadel of ancient 
Greek city: acropolis : 

green a combining forms: chlor(o)- a adjective: 
verdant o green pepper: capsicum o green pi 
in plants: chlorophyll o green crystallized crust 
forming on exposed copper, brass, etc.: verdigris 

groin adjective: inguinal 

groove adjective: sulcate 
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group u group of people of equal social status: 
peer group o group of people living together and 
sharing all property: commune o group of people 
pressing a common interest: lobby u group of actors 
etc.: troupe o group of businesses: consortium, syn- 
dicate, cartel 
guard adjective: custodial 
guardian adjective: tutelary 
guide o moral guide: mentor, guru o tourists’ 
guide: cicerone 
guillotine o cart carrying prisoners to the guil- 
lotine: tumbrel a woman knitting by the guillotine: 
tricoteuse 
guilt o produce arguments or evidence to lessen 
someone's guilt: extenuate, mitigate o feeling of 
guilt: compunction 
guitar small disc used to pluck a guitar's strings: 
plectrum 
gullet technical term: oesophagus 
gum ofechnical term: gingiva ugum disease 
caused by plaque, with bleeding etc.: gingivitis 
gunfire o simultaneous fire from all the guns on 
one side of a ship: broadside o rapid burst of 
gunfire: fusillade, volley . 
gunman hidden gunman: sniper 
guru Hindu guru: maharishi 
gutadjective: visceral 
gypsy ogypy person, or their language: 
Romany o Romany word for ‘man’: rom a Romany 
word for a non-gypsy: gorgio -o Italian gypsy: 
Zingaro o Hungarian gypsy: tzigane o itinerant 
tinker or scrap-metal dealer: didicoi 


H 


habit astrange habit: eccentricity, idiosyn- 
crasy, mannerism 0 of a person possessed by com- 
pulsive habits: inveterate, pathological 
hair o combining forms: pil-, -trich- u adjective: 
capillary o bristling of the hair in fear etc.: goose- 
flesh cremoval of unwanted hair: depilation 
oO having tightly curled hair: wotrichan n study of 
hair and its diseases: trichology 
hairdressing adjective: tonsorial 
hair oil brilliantine, pomade, Macassar oil 
half acombining forms: demi-, hemi-, semi- 
o half-board: demi-pension o half-line of verse: 
hemistich 
hallucination n producing or produced by hal- 
lucinations: psychedelic o hallucinations etc. suf- 
Jered by alcoholics: delirium tremens 
hammer o hammer used by auctioneers etc.: 
gavel o diagnostic hammer used by doctors: plexor 
o flat part ofa hammer head, used for striking: face 
o rounded or wedge-shaped part of a hammer head, 
opposite to the face: peen o V-shaped device for 
removing nails, set opposite to the face: claw o tech- 
nical term for a bone in the ear: malleus 
hand o combining forms: chiro-, manu- 0 adjec- 
tive: manual, palmate o able to use both hands 
equally well: ambidextrous 
hand over hand over a person toa foreign power 
Sor trial etc.: extradite 
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handle o handle of a sword or knife: haft, hilt 
u handle of an axe or hammer: helve u handle of a 
whip or fishing rod: stock 

handwriting psychological study of hand- 
writing: graphology 

hangnail alternative term: agnail 

hard combining form: scler(o)- 

hard coal alternative term: anthracite 

hardening of the arteries technical term: 
arteriosclerosis 

hare cadjective: leporine afemale hare: doe 
o male hare: buck a young hare: \everet o hare- 
hunting: coursing 

haricot alternative term: French bean 

hat o cowboy’s hat: stetson a Mexican hat: som- 
brero ciacademic hat: square, mortarboard, 
bonnet u soft cloth hat with brims at front and back, 
and earflaps that may be tied up: deerstalker n hat 
of stiffened straw with a low flat crown: boater 
osailor’s oilskin hat: sou'wester 

hate combining forms: mis-, -phobe, -phobia, 
-phobic 

hatred o hatred of men: misandry o hatred of 
women: misogyny 0 hatred of people: misanthropy 

head combining forms: cephalo-, -cephal., -capit- 

headache severe headache with nausea and 
impaired vision: migraine 

headband oArab’s headband: agal a Jew's 
liturgical headband: frontlet 

health person obsessed by his own health: 
hypochondriac, valetudinarian 

hearing o combining form: audi- o adjectives: 
acoustic, auditory 

heart acombining form: cardi- o adjective: 
cardiac o heart specialist: cardiologist 

heart attack technical term: coronary throm- 
bosis, myocardial infarction 

heartbeat o electrically traced record of a heart- 
beat: electrocardiogram o irregular heartbeat: 
arrhythmia o abnormally slow heartbeat: brady- 
cardia o abnormally fast heartbeat: tachycardia 

heat ocombining forms: cal(o)-, therm(o)-, 
-thermy o adjectives: thermal, caloric o heat milk 
etc. to increase shelf-life:-pasteurize o heat spiced 
wine or ale: mull 

heating o underfloor heating system in Roman 
houses: hypocaust o progressive heating of the 
earth's atmosphere due to breaches in ozone layer: 
global warming, greenhouse effect 

hedge-trimming ornamental hedge-trim- 
ming: topiary 

hedgehog adjective: erinaceous 

heel combining form: -calc- - 

heel bone technical term: calcaneus 

height acombining forms: acro-, alt-, hyps- 
n dizziness caused by heights etc.: vertigo o fear of 
heights: acrophobia o instrument measuring an 
aircraft's height: altimeter 

heir adjective: hereditary 

Hermes oLatin name: Mercury o Hermes’ 
snake-twined staff: caduceus 

hermit o adjective: eremitic a hermit living on 
the top of a pillar: stylite 
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hiccup technical term: singultus 


hidden o combin form: crypt( 
store: cache, stash sji Dc hidden 
highor combining forms: super-, supra- 
mdu o Hindu teacher: guru, maharishi, pandi 
o Hindu ascetic: fakir o Hindu state pein 
nirvana o Hindu erotic classic: Karma Sutra 
o Hindu seclusion of women: purdah o Hindu 
peor sS Sy rematan suttee o Hindu meditation 
echnique poupular in the West: Transcen 
Meditation aenal 
hip chip bone: innominate bone, coxa o hip 
joint: coxa u hip socket for thigh bone: acetabulum 
hives technical term: urticaria 
holy combining form: hagi(o)-, hier(o)- 
holy war a by Christians to recover the Holy 
Land: crusade a by Muslims against infidels: jihad 
honey a alcoholic drink made from honey: mead 
o sweetmeat made of honey and sesame flour: halva 
u liquid collected by bees from flowers to make 
honey: nectar 
hook a hooked pole used to land large fish etc.: 
gaff o hooked device on a rope thrown to gain pur- 
chase on the top of a wall etc.: grappling iron, 
grapnel 
hoop hoop attached to a skirt to support it: far- 
thingale 
hormone chormone secreted when under 
Stress: adrenaline o hormone regulating blood 
sugar levels: insulin 0 hormone used by athletes to 
inprove performance: steroid 0 hormone used to 
treat allergies and arthritis: cortisone u hormone 
governing female secondary sexual characteristics: 
oestrogen u hormones governing male secondary 
sexual characteristics: androgen, testosterone 
horn acombining form: kerat(o)- a adjective: 
corneous o korn of plenty: cornucopia 
horse a combining forms: equi-, hippo- o adjec- 
tive: equine o small prehistoric horse: eohippus 
ofemale horse: mare o young female horse: filly 
u castrated male horse: gelding o uncastrated male 
horse: stallion, entire horse a young male horse: 
colt o thoroughbred horses: bloodstock o wild 
American horse: mustang, bronco a person who 
rides horses: equestrian o person who shoes horses: 
farrier u horse-slaughterer: knacker 
hospital hospital for the terminally ill: hospice 
hot water a natural hot spring: geyser u pan of 
hot water above which food may be cooked or kept 
warm: bain-marie 
house o Eskimo’s house made of ice blocks: igloo 
o Russian summer residence: dacha o traditional 
wooden house in Switzerland: chalet a traditional 
conical stone house of southern Italy: trullo a chil- 
dren’s play-house. Wendy house 
housemaid’s knee technical term: prepatel- 
lar bursitis 
huge combining forms: mega-, megalo-, macro- 
human o combining forms: -anthrop(o)- o attri- 
bution of human form or behaviour to gods, 
animals, or inanimate objects: anthropomorphism 
o assumption of human form by a god, concept, etc.: 
embodiment, incarnation a attribution of human 
emotions etc. to inanimate objects: pathetic fallacy 
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pomcred combining forms: cent-, hecto- 
ungarian a Hungarian cavalryman: hussar 
2 ERECTION PSY: tzigane o Hungarian stew: 
ulash rian 

Magyar nga person or his language: 

hunting cadjective: venatic oanimal etc. 
pursued by hunters: quarry u time of year when 
hunting etc. is permitted: open season u artificial 
Scent used in sham hunts: drag 

husband amonarch’s husband: consort 
o husband of unfaithful wife: cuckold u servility 
of a husband towards his wife: uxoriousness 
o custom or state of having only one husband at a 
time: monandry o custom or state of having several 
husbands at a time: polyandry 

hymn o hymn sung as the clergy etc. enter the 
church for a service: introit o hymn sung during a 
procession: processional a hymn sung as the clergy 
etc. leave the church after a service: recessional 
a Lutheran hymn or its music: chorale 
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ice cadjective: glacial criver of ice: glacier 
u floating sheet of ice: floe n large floating block of 
ice: iceberg o area of water crowded with floating 
blocks of ice: pack ice o thin transparent layer of ice 
on road etc.: black ice a drink poured over crushed 
ice: frappé 0 water ice made from fruit etc.: sorbet 
o Italian ice cream of various flavours with glacé 
Sruits etc.: cassata 
identical cidentical twins, technical term: 
monozygotic twins o genetically identical organ- 
ism: clone 
illegal o official’s illegal use of powers or funds 
entrusted to him: malversation o alcohol distilled 
illegally in Ireland: poteen calcohol distilled 
illegally in the USA: moonshine 
illegitimacy heraldic indication of illegiti- 
macy: bar sinister 
illness ofeign illness to avoid work etc.: 
malinger o denoting a physical illness that has a 
psychological cause: psychosomatic o denoting an 
illness caused by medical intervention: iatrogenic 
illusion o illusion seen in a desert: mirage o illu- 
sion seen on mountain peaks: Brocken spectre a illu- 
sionist technique of mural painting: trompe l'oeil 
illustration o illustration at the front ofa book: 
frontispiece o illustration used to fill the pageat the 
end of a chapter etc.: tailpiece o illustration of a 
machine etc. showing the parts separated for 
clarity: exploded view o illustration of a machine 
etc. showing its casing cut away: cutaway 
immature immature works of an artist etc.: 
juvenilia 
immigrant immigrant worker in Germany: 
Gastarbeiter 
immunity cimmunity offered to previous 
offenders: amnesty a immunity from local laws 
enjoyed by foreign diplomats: extraterritoriality 
imprisonment no wartime imprisonment of 
enemy aliens: internment o imprisonment with 
forced labour: penal servitude o writ to assess the 
legality of someone's imprisonment: habeas corpus 
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impurities add impurities to food or drink: 
adulterate 
in combining forms: endo-, entro-, intra-, intro- 
incidental incidental remark in a legal judge- 
ment: obiter dictum 
income aperson’s income before taxes are 
deducted: gross income operson’s income after 
taxes have been deducted: net income, disposable 
income o adequate income: competence 
inconsistency statement containing two 
apparently inconsistent elements: paradox, Oxy- 
moron 
Indian o Jndian ruler: maharaja, raja, nawab, 
nizam o Indian soldier: sepoy 0 Indian elephant- 
driver: mahout o Indian fan: punkah o Indian 
corn, alternative term: maize oflight of steps 
leading down to a river in India: ghat o Indian ink, 
alternative term: Chinese ink 
indigestion oitechnical term: dyspepsia 
o bloated feeling resulting from indigestion: flatu- 
lence 
individual combining form: idio- 
industrial disputes a use of a third party to 
negotiate a settlement: conciliation o recourse to a 
third party who adjudicates a settlement: arbitration 
inferior combining forms: infra-, sub- 
inflammation medical combining form: -itis 
informer criminal supplying information to the 
police: stool-pigeon, nark, grass 
inhabitant original inhabitant: aboriginal, 
autochthon 
inscription study of ancient inscriptions: epi- 
graphy 
insect ocombining form: entomo- a study of 
insects: entomology o insect in immature grub-like 
form: larva n insect in inactive stage between larva 
and adult: pupa, chrysalis o larva of certain insects 
which develops directly into the adult stage: nymph 
o transformation of an insect between these stages: 
metamorphosis o mature insect: imago o insect’s 
Seeding tube: proboscis n insect excrement: frass 
n insect of greenfly or blackfly type, living on plant 
Juices: aphid 
interest o interest paid on capital only: simple 
interest o interest paid on capital and on accumu- 
lated interest of previous periods: compound inter- 
est a lowest available rate of interest on a bank 
loan: prime rate 
interval cinterval between two successive 
reigns etc.: interregnum O music etc. performed ina 
theatre interval: intermezzo, entr'acte 
intestines o combining form: enter(o)- o pig’s 
intestines prepared as food: chitterlings o pain in 
the intestines: colic 
into combining form: intro- 
introductory combining form: fore- 
invention document granting an inventor sole 
right to the exploitation of his work: patent 
investment o list of investments made: port- 
folio o certificate assuring ownership of investments: 
securities o company holding a wide and changing 
share portfolio and inviting clients to invest in the 
whole; unit trust o person living off dividends from 
investments etc.: rentier 
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inward combining form: intro- 

ion o ¿ion having a negative charge: anion o ion 
having a positive charge: cation 

ireland cadjective: Hibernian o Celtic lan- 
guage of Ireland: Erse citizen of Ireland, espe- 
cially if an Erse-speaker: Gael narea of Ireland 
where Erse is spoken: Gaeltacht uacitizen of 
Northern Ireland who wishes to retain political 
links with the UK: Unionist, Loyalist a citizen of 
Treland who seeks the political unification of the 
island: Nationalist 

irish orish social gathering: ceilidh a Irish 
accent: brogue o Trish cudgel: shillelagh u Irish 
police force: Garda 

iron o combining forms: ferro-, ferri-, sider(o)- 
o adjectives: ferrous a block of crude cast iron: pig 

irrigation o irrigation device of a bucket on a 
pole: shadouf o irrigation device of buckets on a 
wheel: Noria 

island o adjective: insular o island on a lake or 
river: ait, holm, eyot agroup of islands: 
archipelago low coral island: cay, key 

Israeli o Israeli nationalist: Zionist o Israeli 
collective farm: kibbutz o Isaeli smallholders’ co- 
operative: moshav 

itch o technical term: pruritus o itchy feeling as 
if of ants crawling over the skin: formication 


J 


Jamaican Jaimaican religion regarding Haile 
Selassie as God: Rastafarianism 

Japanese cJapanese emperor: mikado 
OJapanese art of paper-folding: origami 
o Japanese wrestling: sumo 0 Japanese warrior: 
samurai o ritual suicide required of dishonoured 
Japanese warrior etc.: hara-kiri u Japanese art of 
self-defence: judo, jujitsu, aikido a Japanese sport 
of fencing with wooden swords: kendo a Japanese 
suicide pilot: kamikaze o Japanese prostitute: 
geisha o Japanese alcoholic drink made from rice: 
sake o Japanese dwarf tree: bonsai o Japanese 
puppet theatre: bunraku o Japanese traditional 
theatre: Noh o Japanese popular theatre: kabuki 
a Japanese poem of 17 syllables: haiku 

japonica alternative term: camellia 

jar storage jar in classical times: amphora 
jaundice octechnical term: icterus oliver 
disease producing jaundice: hepatitis 

Java Javan percussion orchestra: gamelan 
jaw combining forms: -gnath-, -gnathic 
oadjective: gnathic oparalysis of the jaws: 
lockjaw, trismus 

jelly a jelly made from meat or fish stock: aspic 
o dish served in aspic: galantine 

jester a jester’s cap: coxcomb no jester's baton: 
bauble o jester’s particoloured suit: motley 

Jew o combining form: Judaeo- o food etc. that 
conforms to Jewish dietary regulations: kosher 
o food etc. that does not conform to Jewish dietary 
regulations: tref o Jewish unleavened bread: matzo 
oJewish seven-branched candlestick: menorah 
o Orthodox Jew’s skullcap: yarmulke o Jewish 
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girls coming of age ceremony: bat mi 

o Jewish boy’s coming of ae onno 
mitzvah o language used by Jews of central and 
eastern Europe: Yiddish u language used by some 
mediterranean Jews: Ladino o Jewish quarter ina 
city: ghetto o organized massacre of Jews in 19th-c. 
Russia etc.: pogrom o Hitler's programme for the 
extermination of European Jews: Holocaust 
o Jewish term for non-Jew: goy 

job job in which no work is required: sinecure 
joint ccombining forms: arthr-, -arthr- 
a painful inflammation of the joints: arthritis 
judge o adjective: judicial a judge's office for 
private hearings etc.: chambers o judge’s order for 
enforcement of a law etc.: injunction uo expert 
adviser who sits with a judge in technical cases: 
assessor O attempt to corrupt a judge: embracery 
judo o judo teacher: judoka o judo suit: judogi 
o judo mat: dojo 

jump o sprung stick for making large jumps: 
pogo stick a sheet stretched taut for jumping on: 
trampoline 

justice o system of justice where the judge or 
magistrate acts as prosecutor: inquisitorial system 
u system of justice where the judge or magistrate 
adjudicates between prosecution and defence: 
accusatorial system uo out-of-court negotiations 
between prosecution and defence lawyers to secure a 
reduced charge in return for an admission of guilt: 
plea bargaining 
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kidney o combining forms: nephr-, ren-, -ren- 
o adjective: renal, nephritic 
kidney bean alternative term: dwarf bean, 
French bean 
kidney machine technical term: haemodi- 
alyser 
kidney stone technicai term: renal calculus, 
renal concretion 
kill o kill by beheading: decapitate u kill by suf- 
focation: asphyxiate o kill selectively, to reduce a 
herd etc.: cull a killing one’s brother: fratricide 
o killing one’s father: patricide a killing one’s 
mother: matricide o killing a parent or other near 
relative: parricide a killing oneself: suicide 
o killing a sovereign: regicide o killing a_whole 
race: genocide o mercy killing: euthanasia 
killer combining form: -cide 
king cadjectives: royal, regal u person who 
governs during a king’s illness etc.: regent a disease 
formerly thought to be cured by the sovereign’s 
touch: king's evil 
kitchen oadjective: culinary o kitchen on a 
ship or aircraft: galley 
kiwi technical term: apteryx 
kiwi fruit alternative term: Chinese gooseberry 
kneecap technical term: patella : 
knee-jerk technical term: patellar reflex 
kidney vetch alternative terms: ladies’ 
fingers, okra 
knife knife-maker: cutler 
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knotwork orna 
sring orti mental knotwork made with 
nowledge o combini orms: -gnosi 

-nomy, -sophy o scholarly lieli erudition 
Orote knowledge: pedantry o shallow knowledge: 
sciolism a instinctive knowledge: intuition a social 
knowledge: savoir-faire o knowledge before the 
event: precognition o knowledge after the event: 
hindsight a knowledge of many subjects: poly- 
mathy o knowledge of everything: omniscience 


L 


lake o adjective: lacustrine a Scottish lake: loch 
o Irish lake: lough o mountain lake: tam u lake 
made by blocked-up loop of river: oxbow lake 
a study of lakes: limnology 
ladies’ fingers alternative terms: kidney 
vetch, okra 
Lamao chiefLama of Tibet: Dalai Lama u second 
Lama of Tibet: Panchen Lama, Tashi Lama 
lament o Irish lament: keen o Scottish lament: 
pibroch 
land o adjective: terrestrial a right of way over 
another's land: easement o ownership of land or 
the land owned: domain n a government's right to 
take privately owned land into public use: eminent 
domain a the taking of such land: expropriation 
o land given for the support of a beneficed clergy- 
man: glebe o land in Holland etc. reclaimed from 
the sea: polder o narrow strip of land projecting 
into water. peninsula o narrow strip of land con- 
necting two larger areas: isthmus n narrow strip of 
land projecting into the holdings of others: pan- 
handle 
language cocombining forms: lingu-, -glot 
Dadjective: linguistic o everyday language: ver- 
nacular a simplified language, often drawn from 
several sources, used by foreign traders etc.: pidgin, 
lingua franca o form of a native language that has 
been corrupted by colonists’ speech: creole o basic 
sound unit in a language: phoneme o basic 
meaning unit in a language: semanteme, sememe 
o basic word unit in a language: morpheme o dis- 
tinctive language of an individual: idiolect a dis- 
tinctive language of a region: dialect a language as 
people actually use it: parole alanguage as 
described in grammar books: langue a study of lan- 
guage: linguistics 
large combining forms: macro-, maxi-, mega-, 
megalo- 
laser laser-produced three-dimensional image: 
hologram 
laughing jackass alternative term: kooka- 
burra 
law o adjective: legal a redress of an injustice 
offered or gained by law: remedy n required by law: 
liable o academic study of law: jurisprudence 
lead combining forms: plumb- 
leader acombining forms: -agogue, -arch 
n nominal leader: figurehead, front man, puppet 
leaf acombining forms: -foli-, -phyll- u adjec- 
tives: foliaceous. foliate o leaves in general: foliage 
a leaf-stalk: petiole o strip of leaves: defoliate 
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leap year o adjective: bissextile o technical 
term: intercalary year 
eann e ranis 
co = programm learn: a learnin, 
through tapes played while asleep: hypnopaedia 
o learning by controlled trial and error: heuristic 
lease o person granting a lease: lessor 0 person 
taking a lease: lessee 
leather aleather formerly used for writing: 
parchment o leather strap formerly used to punish 
Scottish schoolchildren: tawse a impressed orna- 
mentation on leather: tooling 
leave o leave to be absent from school: exeat 
o leave taken without asking permission: French 
leave i 
left a combining form: laev(o)- 0 adjective: sinis- 
tral o left-hand page in a book: verso 0 left-handed 
person: southpaw left side of a ship as seen by one 
facing its prow: port 
leg o adjective: crural o swollen vein on the leg: 
varicose vein u metal support strapped to a broken 
etc. leg: calliper 
lemon adjectives: citric, citrous, citrine 
lens a variable opening for a camera lens: aper- 
ture o camera lens allowing rapid changes in mag- 
nification: zoom lens a uneven focus of an eye due to 
a fault in the cornea or lense: astigmatism 
leprosy technical term: Hansen's disease 
let let the buyer beware: caveat emptor 
letter o adjective: epistolary, literal o letter sent 
to all bishops by the Pope: encyclical u letter which 
each recipient is asked to copy out and send to several 
others: chain letter o letter sent by a woman break- 
ing off a relationship: Dear John o conventional 
letter of thanks for hospitality etc.: Collins 
u opening greeting in a letter: salutation 0 message 
added to a letter after the writer’s signature: 
postscript u write out in the letters of a different 
alphabet: transliterate 
level o social level: stratum, echelon a set level to 
each other, making a single flat surface: flush 
o device with an air-bubble in liquid to show if sur- 
Jaces are level: spirit level 
lice infestation with lice: pediculosis 
lie o adjective: mendacious.u telling lies when 
under oath to speak the truth: perjury a lie detector: 
polygraph 
life acombining form: bio-, vit- o adjectives: 
animate, vital o bodily processes that support life: 
metabolism a study of living organisms: physi- 
ology o long life: longevity 
lifeboat ship’s crane for a lifeboat: davit 
lift o lift for food in restaurant etc.: dumb waiter 
a continuously moving lift with doorless compart- 
ments: paternoster 
digit combining forms: lumin-, photo-, -phos-, 
-phot- 
like combining forms: -esque, -oid, -ose 
tiker combining forms: phil(o}-, -phile 
lilac alternative term: syringa 
lime combining form: calci- 
line o line of latitude: parallel a line of longitude: 
meridian 
lion o adjective: leonine o astrological term: leo 
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lip a combining form: labi(o)- 0 adjective: labial 

live o living on land: terrestrial u living in or 
near water: aquatic o living in the sea: marine 
n able to live on land and in water: amphibious 

liver acombining form: hepat- u adjective: 
hepatic o inflammation of the liver, causing jaun- 
dice: hepatitis a degeneration of the liver due to 
alcoholism or hepatitis: cirrhosis 

Liverpool adjective: Liverpudlian 

lizard o combining forms: sauro., -saur, -saurus 
n adjective: saurian O lizard that can change its 
colour for camouflage: chameleon u mythical 
lizard said to live in fire: salamander 

loan translation alternative term: calque 

locomotive frame on the top of an electric loco- 
motive that rises to the overhead wires: pantograph 

loin adjective: lumbar 

logic ofalse step in reasoning: fallacy, non 
sequitur, paralogism o deliberately misleading 
step in reasoning: sophism o disproof of a proposi- 
tion by demonstrating the absurdity of its conse- 
quences: reductio ad absurdum o system of logical 
reasoning that moves from a general rule to a par- 
ticular instance: deduction o system of logical rea- 
soning that derives a general rule from particular 
instances: induction o logical proposition that is 
verified by the meanings of the words that make it: 
analytic proposition u logical proposition that is 
verified by experience: synthetic proposition 

lockjaw technical term: trismus 

long sight technical terms: hypermetropia, 
hyperopia, presbyopia 

lorry carticulated lorry’s skid into a V-shape: 
jackknife o device recording a lorry driver's speeds 
and spells of driving: tachograph u lorry’s unladen 
weight: tare a large covered lorry for furniture etc.: 
pantechnicon 

loudspeaker o loudspeaker for low-pitched 
sounds: woofer o loudspeaker for high-pitched 
sounds: tweeter 

love acombining forms: philo-, -phil-, -phile 
o adjectives: amorous, amatory 

loyalty group loyalty: esprit de corps 

lucerne alternative term: alfalfa 

luggage rotating luggage delivery system at an 
airport etc.: carousel 

lung ucombining form: pneumo- n adjective: 
pulmonary 

lying o lying face-downwards: prone a lying 
Sface-upwards: supine 
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machine o adjective: mechanical o person who 
behaves like a machine: automaton o person 
opposed to the introduction of machines: Luddite 

mad cow disease technical term: bovine 
spongiform encephalitis 

mad dog disease caused by the bite of a mad dog: 
rabies 

made to order technical term: bespoke 

Mafia a Neapolitan Mafia: Camorra u US Mafia: 
Cosa Nostra o leader of US Mafia: capo, godfather 
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magic object thought to have 
amulet, fetish, juju, talisman eee 
magistrate professional magistrate: stipen- 
diary magistrate 
magnetism o destroy an object’s magnetism: 
degauss o personal magnetism: charisma 
maidenhead medical term: hymen 
maize alternative term: Indian corn 
mating combining forms: facient, fic, -poiesis 
malaria odrug that cures malaria: quinine 
o type of mosquito that carries malaria: anopheles 
Malayan oMalayan village: kampong 
o Malayan dagger: kris a Malayan garment: 
sarong 
male cucombining forms: andro, -andr- 
o aggressive. maleness: machismo o development 
of male characteristics is women: virilism 
mammal a mammal with incisor teeth: rodent 
o mammal that chews the cud: ruminant o thick- 
skinned mammal (e.g. rhinoceros): pachyderm 
mam ocombining forms: andro-, anthropo-, 
-andr-, -anthrop- o adjectives: male, virile 
Manchester adjective: Mancunian 
mania o mania for drink: dipsomania o mania 
for books: bibliomania o mania for starting fires: 
pyromania o mania for power or self-aggrandize- 
ment: megalomania o manic obsession with a 
single idea: monomania a mania for stealing: klep- 
tomania 
manioc alternative term: cassava 
manipulation o therapeutic manipulation of 
bones: osteopathy o manipulation of electoral 
boundaries for party advantage: gerrymandering 
manners code of good manners: etiquette 
manuscript o manuscript written by the 
author of the text it contains: autograph 
oO manuscript wholly written by the author of the 
text it contains: holograph o manuscript with a text 
written over an earlier text: palimpsest a sheepskin 
or goatskin prepared for use as a manuscript: 
parchment acalfskin prepared for use as a 
manuscript: vellum 
Manx Manx emblem of three legs: triskelion 
many combining forms: multi-, poly-, pluri- 
marble adjective: marmoreal 
marriage o combining form: -gam- o adjec- 
tives: conjugal, connubial, marital, matrimonial, 
nuptial o unsuccessful marriage: misalliance 
a marriage with a social inferior: mésalliance 
a marriage formalized by a legal ceremony only: 
civil marriage o clothing etc. collected by a bride 
before her marriage: trousseau, bottom drawer 
a property etc. brought by a bride to her marriage: 
dowry acrime of being simultaneously married 
to several spouses: bigamy apractice of being 
simultaneously married to several spouses: 
polygamy o practice of having only one spouse at a 
time: monogamy upractice of living together 
without being married: cohabitation, common-law 
marriage 
Mars Greek name: Ares ‘ai i 
marsh cadjective: paludal omarsh gas. 
methane n moving light seen over marshes when 
the methane ignites: will-o'-the-wisp, ignis fatuus 
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mask o mask to protect the eyes: visor a mask to 
aid breathing: respirator o mask attached 
cloak: domino me 

massage massage treatment using fragrant 
oils: aromatherapy b 

master adjective: magisterial 

matchbox collector of matchbox labels: phillu- 
menist 

matter combining form: hyl- 

mattress o mattress stuffed with straw: pallet, 
palliasse a strong cloth used to cover mattresses, 
pillows, etc.: ticking 

meadow saffron alternative term: autumn 
crocus 


meal ameal taken as breakfast and lunch: 
brunch o self-service meal: buffet a light meal: 
tiffin, collation arestaurant meal with a fixed 
global price and offering few alternatives: table 
d'hôte a restaurant meal chosen from a range of 
separately priced dishes: àla carte 

meaning cadjective: semantic u general 
meaning of a text etc.: burden, gist, gravamen 
Qword having the same meaning as another: 
synonym o word having the opposite meaning to 
another: antonym 

measles technical term: morbilli, rubella 

measurement cacombining forms: -metr-, 
-metry adjectives: mensural, metrical 

meat o cold cooked meats: charcuterie u meat 
minced for stuffing: forcemeat o seasoned smoked 
beef: pastrami o German pork sausage: bratwurst 
o Italian peppered pork and beef sausage: pepper- 
oni altalian garlic sausage: salami o spiced 
Italian pork sausage: mortadella a Italian ham: 
prosciutto o meat cooked very rare: au bleu 0 meat 
cooked rare: saignant omedium-cooked meat: 
à point o well-cooked meat: bien cuit 

medical examination combining form: 
-opsy 

medical treatment cacombining form: 
-pathy o medical treatment of children: paediatrics 
o medical treatment of old people: geriatrics 
u medical treatment of women: gynaecology 
u medical treatment of the skin: dermatology 
cimedical treatment of bones and muscles: 
orthopaedics o medical treatment of the blood: 
haematology a medical treatment of the nervous 
system: neurology o medical teatment of mental 
diseases: psychiatry o medical treatment by small 
doses of drugs that would induce the disease: 
homoeopathy a medical treatment by drugs that 
resist the disease: allopathy 

medicine combining form: pharm(aco)- 
meeting o meeting for academic discussion: col- 
loquium, seminar, symposium u meeting for 
church government: synod, consistory 0 meeting of 
cardinals to elect a pope: conclave a meeting of 
political delegates etc.: congress, convention 
u mass meeting of supporters etc.: rally u meeting of 
heads of state: summit u minimum attendance 
required for a meeting to be valid: quorum 

membrane o membrane dividing the thorax 
from the abdomen: diaphragm u membrane lining 
the abdomen: peritoneum u membrane blocking a 
virgin’s vagina: hymen 
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memory o loss of memory: amnesia, oblivion 
aformula etc. used to aid memorization or recall: 
mnemonic 
men orule by men: patriarchy a hatred of men: 
misandry o party for men: stag party 
menstruation o first onset of menstruation at 
puberty: menarche o menstrual blood: menses 
opainful or difficult menstruation: dysmenor- 
rhoea n abnormal absence of menstruation: amen- 
orrhoea o cessation of menstruation in middle age: 
menopause 
Mercury o Greek name: Hermes: o Mercury's 
snake-twined staff: caduceus 
mercy killing technical term: euthanasia 
middle o combining forms: medi-, mes- D adjec- 
tives: medial, median o middle ear: tympanum 
military o swift and intense military attack: 
blitzkrieg o military officer assisting a senior 
Officer: adjutant, aide-de-camp n military officers 
who plan a campaign: general staff o long-term 
military plans: strategy ushort-term military 
plans: tactics a provision of military manpower 
and supplies: logistics 0 military stores and mat- 
erials: ordnance o military court: court martial 
milk ocombining forms: lact-, galact- u adjec- 
tives: lactic, lacteal 
million combining form: mega- 
millionth combining form: micro- 
mind adjective: mental 
Minerva Greek name: Athena 
mirror adjective: catoptric 
misfortune delight in the misfortunes of others: 
schadenfreude 
mix o mix to make uniform throughout: homog- 
enize u mix to create something different: synthesize 
o mix socially with: fraternize 
mock orange alternative term: syringa 
modification modification to parliamentary 
bill or judicial verdict: rider 
moisture ocombining form: hygro- afull of 
moisture: saturated, desiccated n void of moisture: 
dehydrated 
mole technical term: naevus 
Monaco adjective: Monegasque 
money cadjectives: pecuniary, monetary, 
numismatic o money paid fo ensure secrecy: hush 
money O money paid as a political bribe: slush 
money o money paid as consolation to a redundant 
etc. executive: golden handshake, golden parachute 
n extra money paid to employees working in ahigh 
cost-of-living area: weighting u dispose of money so 
as to conceal its illegal origins: launder 
mongolism technical term: Down's syndrome 
monkey adjective: simian 
moon ocombining forms: lun-, selen- o adjec- 
tive: lunar 
mortgage o person granting a mortgage: mort- 
gagee a person taking out a mortgage: mortgager 
Moscow adjective: Muscovite 
mosque ca/mosque tower: minaret o person 
calling the faithful to prayer from a minaret: 
*muezzin o mosque’s pulpit: mimbar o niche in a 
mosque’s wall facing Mecca: mimbar 
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moss o combining form: bryo- 0 study of mosses: 
bryology 
mother acombining form: matri- 0 adjective: 
maternal o murder of one’s mother: matricide 
motion adjective: kinetic 
mountain sickness alternative term: alti- 
tude sickness 
mouse adjective: murine 
mouth o combining forms: or-, stomato-, -stom., 
-stome o adjectives: oral, buccal 
much combining forms: multi-, poly- 
muscle muscle-building drug used by athletes 
etc.: anabolic steroid 
musician street musician: busker 
Muslim co Muslim name for God: Allah 
a Muslim scriptures: Koran o Muslim month-long 
fast; Ramadan o Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca: haj 
o Muslim mystic: dervish, sufi o Muslim who calls 
the faithful to prayer: muezzin o Muslim religious 
leader: ayatollah, imam. mullah o Muslim holy 
war: jihad o Muslim prince: emir o Muslim 
princess: begum a Muslim judge: cadi 0 Muslim 
chronological era: Hegira a Muslim food regula- 
tions: halal o Muslim term for forbidden foods: 
haram aMuslim seclusion of women: purdah 
o Muslim woman’s veil: yashmak o Muslim 
woman's overgarment: chador 


N 


nail o adjective: ungual o dead skin at the base of 
a nail: cuticle a piece of torn skin beside a nail: 
agnail n inflammation near a nail: whitlow 

name o combining forms: onom-, nomin-, -nym 
n adjective: onomastic o false name: pseudonym, 
alias, nom de plume 

Naples adjective: Neapolitan 

Native American alternative terms: 
American Indian, Amerindian, Red Indian 

navel o technical term: umbilicus o adjective: 
umbilical 

navigation navigation based on computation of 
position from speed and direction of travel: dead 
reckoning 

Nazi o official title: National Socialist o Nazi 
emblem: swastika 0 Nazi marching step: goose 
step o Nazi secret police: Gestapo u Nazi regional 
governor: Gauleiter 

neck o adjective: jugular u fold of skin hanging 
from a bird's neck: wattle o fold of skin hanging 
from the necks of cattle: dewlap 

Neptune Greek name: Poseidon 

nerve ocombining form: neur(o)- o adjective: 
neural 

net cadjective: retiform o woman's hairnet: 
snood o Roman gladiator armed with net: retiar- 
ius 

nettle-rash technical term: urticaria 
new o combining forms: ana-, neo- o new thing: 
innovation o new word: neologism 

newspaper onewspaper with large pages: 
broadsheet o newspaper with small pages: tabloid 
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tive: nocturnal 
night blindness technical term: nyctalopia 
non-interference government policy of non- 
interference: laissez-faire : 
non-violence o Hindu and Buddhist principle 
of non-violence towards all living things: ahimsa 
Gnon-violent resistance as a form of political 
protest: civil disobedience a non-violent resistance 
as advocated by Gandhi in India: satyagraha 
north adjective: boreal 
protien lights technical term: aurora bore- 
is 
hose acombining forms: nas(o)-, -rhin(o)- 
a adjectives: nasal, rhinal o hooked nose: Roman 
nose o straight nose: Grecian nose 
nosebleed technical term: epistaxis 
nostril a technical term: naris (plural nares) 
o adjective: narial 
not combining forms: a-, an,- dis-, un- 
notebook notebook containing a personal col- 
tection of literary quotations etc.: commonplace 
00 
noun adjective: nominal 
novel o novel depicting real persons or events but 
with changed names: roman a clef a novel depicting 
its hero's early life: Bildungsroman a family novel, 
usually dealing with several generations: roman- 
fleuve o novel presented as a series of letters: 
epistolary novel 
nuclear reactor o type of nuclear reactor pro- 
ducing more nuclear fuel than it consumes: breeder 
Qoverheating and destruction of a nuclear 
reactor’s core: meltdown 
number onumber indicating quantity: cardi- 
nal number onumber indicating position in a 
Sequence: ordinal number a whole number: integer 
cnumber system based on 10: decimal system 
a number system based on 0 and 1: binary system 
u number system based on 12: duodecimal system 
nut combining forms: nuci- 
nutrition combining forms: troph-, -troph- 
nymph cairee nymph: hamadryad a wood 
nymph: dryad o mountain nymph: oread a river 
nymph: naiad o sea nymph: nereid a 


O 


oath cevidence given under oath: deposition 
o written statement made under oath: affidavit 
asolicitor entitled to administer oaths: 
Commissioner for Oaths 

offal n deer's offal: umbles a fowl’s offal: giblets 

official government official investigating com- 
plaints against public bodies: ombudsman 

oil a combining form: ole- o adjective: oleaginous 
o sacramental oil: chrism, unguent 

okra alternative terms: kidney vetch, ladies’ 
fingers 

old combining forms: archaeo-, palaeo- 

old age ocombining form: geront- omental 
and physical decay characteristic of old age: senil- 
ity o study of old age: geriatrics 
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night o combining forms: noct-, nyct- o adjec- 


old woman adjective: anile 
One combining forms: mon(o)-, uni- 
one and a half combining form: sesqui- 
Opera cword-book of an opera: libretto 
a running translation of an opera displayed above 
the stage: surtitles o famous female opera singer: 
diva a person teaching Opera singers in their music: 
répétiteur 
opposite o opposite side of the world: antipodes 
o word having the opposite sense: antonym 
orbit o point in an orbit furthest from the earth, 
moon, sun: apogee, apolune, aphelion o point in an 
orbit closest to the earth, moon, sun: perigee, peri- 
lune, perihelion o orbit that keeps a Satellite fixed 
over a terrestrial point: geostationary orbit o star 
etc. round which a satellite orbits: primary 
order a order for supplies: requisition o order 
Jor work to be undertaken: commission a order sent 
from a higher to a lower court: mandamus n order 
for a person to attend a court: summons, subpoena 
a court order requiring a certain actions to be per- 
Sormed or avoided: writ, injunction 


organization corganization sponsored but ` 


not controlled by government: quango a detailed 
practical organization required to implement a 
plan: logistics 

origin o combining forms: -genesis, -geny O geo- 
graphical origin of a work of art: provenance 
a study of the origins of words: etymology a study 
of the origins of names: onomastics i 

Orkneys adjective: Orcadian 

ostrich adjective: struthious 

other combining form: heter(o)- 

otter ofter's lair: holt, lodge 

out combining forms: e-, ec-, €x- 

ovary Ucombining form: oophor- o immature 
ovum in the ovary: oocyte o ovary cavity for the 
ovum: follicle 

over combining forms: hyper-, super-, supra-, 
sur-, trans- 

overeating compulsive overeating: bulimia 

Oxford University Oxford University 
annual feast: encaenia 0 Oxford University formal 
dress: subfusc a Oxford college annual feast: gaudy 
n Oxford college servant: scout 


P 


pain o combining forms: alg., -algia 0 pain that 
shoots along a nerve: neuralgia a pain felt away 
from its real source: referred pain 

painting capainting on wet plaster. fresco 
Upainting on dry plaster: secco apainting 
intended to give a deceptive three-dimensional view: 
trompe l'oeil a painting in shades of grey to imitate 
sculpture, masonry, etc.: grisaille u painting in 
shades of a single colour: monochrome a small 
cracks on an old painting's surface: craquelure 
ua reappearance of traces of earlier painting: penti- 
mento 

pair combining form: zyg- : 

pancake o French pancake: crèpe Russian 
pancake: blini 
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paper ofront side of a sheet of paper: recto 
u reverse side of a sheet of paper: verso omaker’s 
emblem etc. in a sheet of paper: watermark 
aguality of paper used for top copies: bond 
o quality of paper used for carbon copies etc.: bank 
cart of folding paper into decorative shapes: 
origami 
parachute a cord pulled by the parachuter to 
open a parachute: ripcord o cord fixed to the air- 
craft to open a jumper's parachute. static line 
o expanding part of a parachute that arrests and 
directs its movement: canopy 0 ropes that hold and 
control a parachute’s canopy: shrouds o sort of 
parachute used to decelerate a landing aircraft: 
drogue parachute 
paralysis o combining form: -plegia o paraly- 
sis from the neck down: quadriplegia, tetraplegia 
uparalysis from the waist down: paraplegia 
o paralysis of one side of the body: hemiplegia 
a paralysis of a single limb: monoplegia 
parish adjective: parochial 
parrot o adjective: psittacine 0 pneumonia-like 
disease caught by humans from parrots: psittacosis 
part o combining forms. mero-, -merous O com- 
posed of similar parts: homogeneous 0 composed of 
dissimilar parts: heterogeneous 
Passover o adjective: paschal u Jews’namefor 
Passover: Pesach o Passover ceremonies and feast. 
Seder o Passover bread: matzo 
pastry o place where pastries are sold: patis- 
serie osoft light pastry for éclairs etc.: choux 
pastry o light pastry used in sausage rolls etc.: puff 
pastry o Greek pastry rolled into thin leaves: filo 
pastry 
patch o having black and white patches: piebald 
u having patches of white and of some other colour 
(not black): skewbald 
path o raised path used by models in a fashion 
show: catwalk o raised path over land liable to 
flooding: causeway o country path for walkers and 
horseriders: bridlepath o path alongside a canal: 
towpath 
pause o pause for food, sleep, private discussion, 
etc. in a court or parliamentary session: adjourn- 
ment opause for holidays in a parliamentary 
session: recess o pause for holidays in a court 
session: vacation o pause in the middle of a line of 
verse: caesura 
pay bed technical term: amenity bed 
payment divorced person’s payment to former 
spouse: maintenance n advance payment made for 
club membership, or for a series of performances, 
issues of a journal, etc.: subscription o payment 
made for services not officially charged for: hono- 
rarium o payment made in kind: truck o initial 
payment made toa barrister. retainer o subsequent 
payment made to a barrister in a long case: 
refresher 
peacock adjective: pavonine 
Peking currently preferred transliteration: 
Beijing 
permission o permission to be absent from 
school: exeat o ecclesiatical permission to publish a 
book: imprimatur o absence without permission: 
French leave 
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permit customs permit for the temporary import 
of a motor vehicle: carnet 

petrol bomb acrude bomb made by filling a 
bottle with petrol: Molotov cocktail o jellied petrol 
used in US incendiary bombs in Vietnam etc.: napalm 

picture o simplified picture used to represent a 
word in some ancient writing systems: pictograph 
o picture puzzle in which a word is represented by 
pictures of objects whose names make its syllables: 
rebus 

pig o adjective: porcine 0 pig’s offal used as food: 
chitterlings, haslet o pig’s feet used as food: trot- 
ters o smallest piglet in a litter: runt 

piles technical term: haemorrhoids 

pillar o combining forms: styl-, -stylar o prehis- 
toric ring of pillars: henge o classical pillar carved 
to resemble a man: telamon oclassical pillar 
carved to resemble a woman: caryatid o early 
Christian saint living on the top of a pillar: stylite 
u Amerindian carved pillar: totem pole 

pilot Japanese suicide pilot: kamikaze 

pimento alternative term: pimiento 

pinwheel alternative term: Catherine wheel 

pipe o long-stemmed clay pipe: churchwarden 
uo Amerindian peace pipe. calumet ooriental 
smoker’s pipe in which the smoke is passed through 
water: hookah, narghile 

pitch drop in pitch of a sound that passes the 
hearer and moves away: Doppler effect 

pith helmet alternative term: sola topi 

pituitary gland technical term: hypophysis 

pivot o pivot on a rudder: pintle u pivot on a 
large gun: trunnion 

place acombining form: top- a list of places: 
gazetteer a ‘feel’ofa place: genius loci 

plain o plain in Russia: steppe o plain in South 
Africa: veldt a grassy plain in warm countries: 
savannah o Arctic plain: tundra 

planning o planning method that evaluates a 
complex set of alternatives: critical path analysis 
o practical planning, especially of transport: logis- 
tics o planning schedule: PERT chart 

plant o combining forms: phyto-, -phyte 0 plant 
living for one year only: annual o plant living for 
two years only: biennial o plant living for three or 
more years: perennial a use by green plants of sun- 
light energy: photosynthesis 

plant louse technical term: aphid 

planned economy alternative 
command economy 

plaster cdecorative plasterwork: pargeting 
afine plaster for frescos etc.: stucco o roughen a 
plaster surface to aid adhesion: key o smooth a 
plaster surface: float 

plastic osheet plastic used as glazing etc.: 
Perspex™ uplastic-coated cloth used for table- 
clothsetc.: American cloth o plastic lamination for 
kitchen work surfaces etc.: Formica™ a plastic 
used for gramophone records etc.: vinyl o plastic 
used in paints: acrylic, vinyl o plastic used for 
packing: expanded polystyrene 

plastic surgery technical term: anaplasty 

platform o platform for a gibbet etc. scaffold 
o platform for election speeches: hustings 
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pleasure u pleasure-loving: hedonisti pleas- 
ure derived from the suffering a E ee 
holiday o pleasure gained from the contemplation 
of oera orina schadenfreude 

plug o plug for the vent of a cask: i 
a plug for themuzzleofa large gun: eee ane 
for a cannon’s touch-hole: spike 

poem n poem celebrating a marriage: epithala- 
mium, prothalamium opoem about rural life: 
bucolic, eclogue, georgic opoem lamenting a 
person's death: elegy, threnody a five-line nonsense 
poem: limerick a Japanese three-line poem Of I7syl- 
lables: haiku o poem constructed so that certain 
letters from each line form a name etc.: acrostic 

poet o successful poet at an Eisteddfodd: bard 
aFrench medieval poet: troubadour, trouvère 
u Scandinavian medieval poet: skald 

Poseidon o Latin name: Neptune a Poseidon’s 
three-pronged spear: trident 

poison u combining forms: toxi-, toxo- 0 poison 
produced by a fungus on peanuts: aflatoxin 
Opoison produced by a fungus on cereals: ergot 
o poison drunk by Socrates: hemlock n cure for a 
poison: antitoxin, antivenin 

pole pole used to push a punt etc.: quant 

police a police van: Black Maria a police kit for 
assembling a likeness of a wanted person: identikit, 
photofit 

policy o published policy statement: manifesto 
a reversal of policy: about-face, volte-face, U-turn 

polio technical terms: poliomyelitis, infantile 
paralysis 

politics a political agenda driven by practical 
needs rather than moral principles: realpolitik 
a persistent dissemination of political propaganda 
via the media: agitprop udiscarded political 
system: ancien régime o political opposition in a 
one-party state: dissidence o splinter group within 
a political party: faction, caucus o political en- 
thusiast: activist, militant, Young Turk 

poll o public poll on some issue of current concern: 
plebiscite, referendum o officer who counts the votes 
cast in a poll: scrutineer o officer administering a 
poll and announcing its result: returning officer 

pope cadjective: papal u pope’s triple crown: 
tiara a pope's letter to the Church: bull, brief, 
encyclical o pope’s ambassador: nuncio u clergy- 
man acting as a pope’s representative: legate 
apope’s administrative staff: curia o meeting of 
cardinals to elect a new pope: conclave 

population o combining form: dem(o)- o study 
of population statistics: demography 

possession o useless possession: white ele- 
phant o possession giving social prestige: status 
symbol 

post-mortem o technical term: autopsy 
Odoctor conducting post-mortem examination: 
pathologist o magistrate conducting post-mortem 
judicial inquiry: coroner 

posture cross-legged position with the legs 
resting on opposite thighs: lotus position 3 

pouch o kangaroo’s pouch: marsupium 
a Scotsman'’s pouch: sporran 

power o combining form: dynam(o)- 0 absolute 
power: carte blanche o transfer of power from 
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central to regional authorities: devolution 
prairie wolf alternative term: coyote 
pregnancy no technical term: cyesis a 

tives: antenatal, prenatal a craving for per 

Joods during pregnancy: pica a custom in some cul- 

tures of the husband's taking to his bed during the 


price o lowest price at which an auctioned item 
may be sold: reserve price raise a previously 
agreed price: gazump 

prickly heat technical term: miliaria 

priest o adjective: sacerdotal o priest’s robes: 
vestments o Roman Catholic priest’s hat: biretta 
aAnglican priest’s house: rectory, vicarage 
oRoman Catholic priest's house: presbytery 
u Buddhist priest in China or Japan: bonze 
o Orthodox priest in Greece: pope, papas 
o Orthodox priest in Russia: pope 

principle o principle that if anything can go 
wrong it will: Murphy's law, sod's law o principle 
that employees are always promoted beyond their 
abilities: Peter principle o principle that work 
expands to fill the time available: Parkinson's law 

prison o Nazi prison camp: stalag o Soviet 
labour prison: gulag 

prisoner prisoner who has won privileges by 
good behaviour: trusty 

prize a prize given to near-winner: consolation 
prize, proxime accessit o prize given to worst con- 
testant: booby prize, wooden spoon 

problem o problem-solving by application of 
logic: vertical thinking o problem-solving by a 
seemingly illogical thought process: lateral think- 
ing a problem-solving by random trial and error: 
heuristic 

producing combining forms. -facient, -fer, -fic, 
-gen, -genic, -genous 

property a legal document transferring owner- 
ship of property: conveyance a government's right 
to seize private property for state use: eminent 
domain o seize property for the repayment of a debt: 
distrain, sequester o repossess a mortgaged prop- 
erty upon failure of payments: foreclose 

prophet caprophet of doom: Jeremiah 
o prophet of doom who is ignored: Cassandra 

pulp o pulp of pressed grapes: marc n pulp of 
pressed apples: pomace 

punishment combining form: pen(o)- 
o adjective: penal o punishment seen as a deterrent 
to others: exemplary punishment o punishment 
seen as society's revenge on the criminal: retributive 
punishment a study of punishment; penology 

puppy love alternative term: calf love 

purification purification of the emotions 
through drama etc.: catharsis 

pus a combining form: pyo- a adjective: purulent 

putto alternative terms: amoretto, cherub 
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Q 


queen adjectives: royal, regal 

question o set of questions and answers used as 
a means of instruction: catechism O question 
returned diplomat etc. about his misson: debrief 

quick o quick and efficient: expeditious o quick 
and careless: perfunctory 


R 


rabbit o female rabbit: doe u male rabbit: buck 
overy young rabbit: kitten odisease fatal to 
rabbits: myxomatosis 
rabies technical term: hydrophobia 
radioactivity oinstrument for measuring 
radioactivity. Geiger counter 0 atmospheric 
radioactivity after a nuclear explosion: fallout 
u radioactive substance whose passage though the 
body is monitored for diagnostic purposes: tracer 
rain ocombining form: pluvi(o} orain cloud: 
nimbus orainy season in India etc.: monsoon 
o spraying chemicals into a cloud to produce rain: 
seeding 
rainbow band of colours seen in the rainbow: 
spectrum 
rally rally of Scouts and/or Guides: jamboree 
random of music allowing for some random ele- 
ments in its performance: aleatoric 
rapid combining form: tach(o)., tach(y)- 
raven adjective: corvine 
ray adjective: radial 
read o inability to read due to ignorance: illiter- 
acy o inability to read due to brain damage: alexia 
adifficulty with reading due to brain dysfunction: 
dyslexia 
reason adjective: rational 
recent combining form: neo- 
record o combining form: -gram o set of records, 
papers, etc. ona particular topic: dossier u record of 
a person’s education and career: curriculum vitae 
orecord of a business meeting: minutes o record of 
a learned society's meetings: proceedings, transac- 
tions o collection of written etc. records: archive 
recorder combining form: -graph 
recruitment oformer services’ recruitment 
unit, employing force and trickery: pressgang 
Qentice (esp. senior) employees away from other 
companies: headhunt 
rectum combining form: proct(o)- 
red combining forms: erythr(o)-, rhod(o)-, rub(i) 
Red Indian alternative terms: American 
Indian, Amerindian, Native American 
refuse orefuse to do business with: boycott 
o refuse to socialize with: ostracize 
registration plate specially purchased 
vehicle registration plates that contain the owner’s 
initials etc.: vanity plates 
reign o adjective: regnal o period between two 
reigns: interregnum 
related crelated by blood: consanguineous 
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orelated through marriage or adoption: affined 
orelated through the paternal line: agnate 
orelated through the maternal line: cognate u (of 
words) related by having a common source: cognate 
related at a distance of x generations: x times 
removed 
relative density apparatus measuring a 
liquid’s relative density: hydrometer 
religion o religious belief in the existence of a 
single god: monotheism o religious belief in the exist- 
ence of several gods: polytheism a religious belief in 
counterbalanced forces of good and evil: dualism 
u religious belief that God created the world but has 
had no further involvement with it: deism oreli- 
gious belief that God created the world and continues 
to be active in it: theism o religious belief that God 
and the universe are identical: pantheism 
remote remote area: ultima Thule 
renewable energy alternative term: alterna- 
tive energy 
rent n nominal rent: peppercorn rent o exces- 
sive rent: rack-rent operson living on rental 
income: rentier 
replacement oiemporary replacement for 
doctor etc: locum ofertile woman replacing a 
would-be mother unable to bear children: surrogate 
report o government report with proposals for 
public discussion: green paper government 
report with proposals for legislation: white paper 
reproduction o combining forms: gon-, -gen-, 
-genesis o reproducing by means of eggs: oviparous 
o reproducing live offspring: viviparous o repro- 
ducing by giving birth from eggs hatched within the 
body: ovoviviparous 
reptile combining form: herpet(o)- 
retort witty retort that comes to mind after the 
chance to make it has gone: esprit de l'escalier 
rhyme o rhyme between final stressed syllables: 
masculine rhyme orhyme between words with 
final unstressed syllables: feminine rhyme o false 
rhyme between words that look but do not sound the 
same: eye-rhyme ogame of inventing successive 
lines of rhyming verse: crambo 
rib adjective: costal 
riches imaginary land of great riches: eldorado 
rickets technical term: rachitis 
right cocombining forms: ahand: dextro- 
o correct, upright: ortho- n right of way etc. enj 
over another's property: easement o right of way 
etc. that one must allow another over one’s property: 
servitude o right side of a ship as seen by one facing 
its prow: starboard 
ring o adjective: annular o ring for the leash on a 
dog's collar: terret u leather ring for Scout's neck- 
erchief: woggle o finger ring having a seal instead 
ofa stone: signet ring n plain ring worn in a pierce 
ear to prevent its healing: sleeper o ring inserted in 
the lip: labret o ring of muscle: sphincter aring. of 
light round the sun or moon: aureole, corona 
ringing persistent ringing sound heard in one or 
both ears: tinnitus 
ringworm technical term: tinea pedis 
risk risk inherent in a particular activity: occu 
pational hazard 
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marking aneu staae n e tha ai pe Sete 
er of liquid: libation Sree 

river c adjectives: fluvial, potamic, ri 

Dice river: glacier u small island in a Maca 
eyot o horseshoe-shaped bend in a river's course: 
oxbow a triangular area, with many streams, at a 
river's mouth: delta u wide area of water at a river's 
mouth: estuary o low dam in a river to regulate its 
flow: weir ndry river bed: wadi ahigh wave 
moving up a river at the spring tide: bore, eagre 

river bank adjective: riparian 

road uscenic coast road: corniche oroad on 
which no stopping is permitted: clearway o road 
with no exit: cul-de-sac a rise in a road’s surface 
towards the centre, to assist drainage: camber 
o hump built across a road to limit speeds: sleeping 
policeman 

rock o combining forms: litho., petro., -lith-, -lite 
u loose pieces of rock on a hillside: scree 

rocket orocket’s curving course: trajectory 
a on ffold supporting a space rocket before take-off: 
gantry 

rod orod said to indicate underground springs 
etc. by twitching: dowsing rod o bundle of rods with 
an axe, carried before Roman magistrates: fasces 

root acombining forms: rhiz-, -radic- o adjec- 
tive: radical 

rope o adjective: funicular a ship's heavy rope 
for mooring etc.: hawser u secure a rope: belay 
o interweave two ropes: splice a bind a rope-end to 
prevent fraying: whip a descend a rock face using a 
double rope coiled round the body: abseil 

rot combining form: sapr- 

row combining forms: stich-, -stichous 

rowing boat o support for rowing boat's oar: 
rowlock o seat for oarsman: thwart o rowing boat 
for a single oarsman: scull o steersman in a rowing 
boat: cox u oarsman next to the cox: stroke 

rule o combining forms: -archy, -cracy o rules 
for social behaviour: etiquette o procedural rules 
for diplomatic etc. occasions: protocol o rules for 
the grammatical arangement of words in a lan- 
guage: syntax arules of boxing: Queensberry 
Rules 

ruler o combining forms: -arch, -crat a former 
chief magistrate at Genoa and Venice: doge 0 Nazi 
ruler of Germany: führer o former rulers in India: 
nawab, nizam oformer ruler of Iran: shah 
o Islamic rulers: ayatollah, caliph, emir a Fascist 
ruler of Italy: duce oformer Japanese rulers. 
mikado, shogun o Ottoman rulers: aga, bey, 
khedive, pasha, sultan o Spanish military dicta- 
tor; caudillo a former ruler of Tibet: Dalai Lama 
u former ruler of Russia: tsar o ruling group (often 
military officers) following a coup d'état: junta 
rumour o faise, often malicious, rumour: canard 
u source of rumours: bush telegraph, grapevine 
runic alphabet technical term: futhorc 
running combining form: -dromous 

rupture technical term: hernia 

Russian oRussian script: Cyrillic cold 
Russian woman: babushka uset of Russian 
babushka dolls: matrioshka o Russian cavalry- 
man: cossack a Russian country cottage: dacha 
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o Russian citadel: kremlin o Russian guitar: bala- 
laika a Russian pancake: blini n Russian betont 
soup: bortsch u Russian beer: kvass o Russian tea 
urn: samovar 


S 


aan combining form: hier(o)- 
Saddle second saddle on a 
pillion horse or motorcycle: 

Safety safety switch in a locomotive cab that cuts 
the engine unless constantly depressed by the driver: 
dead man's handle 

sailor cordinary sailor: rating asailor's 
canvas bed: hammock n dried bread formerly eaten 
by sailors: hard tack, ship's biscuit o punish a 
sailor by dragging him beneath the ship: keelhaul 
saint ocombining form: hagi(o)- adeclare a 
person to be a saint: canonize o person arguing for 
a saint's canonization: postulator oaperson 
arguing against a saint's canonization: devil's 
advocate 

Saint Vitus’ 
Sydenham’s chorea 

same o combining form: taut(o)- oof the same 
age or time: coetaneous, coeval, contemporary a of 
thesame size: commensurate n of the same extent or 
meaning: coterminous O of the same shape: con- 
gruent o having the same meaning: synonymous 

satellite communications etc. satellite orbiting 
at a fixed position relative to the earth: geostation- 
ary satellite, geosynchronous satellite : 
sausage o seasoned smoked sausage: saveloy 
a small thin spicy sausage: chipolata a German 
pork sausage: bratwurst o Italian peppered pork 
and beef sausage: pepperoni o ltalian garlic 
sausage: salami uspiced Italian pork sausage: 
mortadella 

saying a wise saying: aphorism, epigram o trite 
saying: platitude, cliché, bromide 

scale a scale for wind velocities: Beaufort scale 
oscale for earthquake intensities: Richter scale 
ascale for child intelligence: Binet-Simon scale 
o relating to a twelve-tone musical scale: chromatic 
o relating to an eight-tone musical scale: diatonic 
scales astrological term: libra 

scaly technical term: squamose 

scarlet fever technical term: scarlatina 
scent dried petals used for scent: pot-pourri 
scissors tailor’s serrated scissors. pinking 
shears 

scorpion astrological term: scorpio 

screen asliding screen in a Japanese house: 
shoji a screen in an Indian house concealing women 
from view: purdah 

screw a screw with a cross-shaped slot: Phillips 
screw o screw with a hexagonal slot: Allen screw 
scriptures o Islamic scriptures: Koran a Sikh 
scriptures: Granth o Hindu scriptures: Veda 
o Buddhist scriptures: Tripitaka o 

scriptures: Avesta 

scurvy adjective: scorbutic 

sea adjectives: marine, maritime 


dance technical term: 
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second combining forms: deut-, deutero- 
secret societies o Sicilian sre criminal 
and political organization: Mafia uo Neapolitan 
branch of the Mafia: Camorra o US branch of the 
Mafia: Cosa Nostra Oo Chinese secret criminal gang: 
Tong, Triad o US secret society promoting White 
supremacy: Klu Klux Klan a international secret 
society with allegedly social purposes: Freemasonry 
security security given for a loan: collateral 
seed adjective: seminal 
seizure seizure of a debtor’s property: distraint, 
sequestration 
self ocombining form: aut(o)- u self-govern- 
ment: autonomy, autarchy self-sufficiency: 
autarky 
sell no selling by sending out unsolicited items and 
then demanding payment if they are not returned: 
inertia selling uselling through a hierarchy of 
agents: pyramid selling sell goods by association 
(eg. inscribed sweatshirts at a pop concert): mer- 
chandize o sell goods abroad at a giveaway price, to 
maintain their home price: dump 
seller acombining form: -monger o person 
selling from door to door:-hawker, pedlar o person 
selling fruit etc. in a street market: costermonger 
o person selling a specified type of goods: chandler 
oformer seller of quack medicines etc. at fairs: 
mountebank 
sentence n sentence containing every letter of 
the alphabet: pangram o sentence that tails off 
uncompleted: aposiopesis o prison sentence to be 
served only upon re-offending: suspended sentence 
o reduction ofa prison sentence for good behaviour: 
remission 
sentimentality sentimentality in musicor art: 
kitsch, schmaltz 
servant o military officer’s servant: batman 
o junior public-school boy who acts as servant to a 
senior boy: fag o Cambridge college servant: gyp 
o Oxford college servant: scout o Indian servant 
operating a large ceiling fan: punkah wallah 
sesame o paste made from sesame seeds: tahini 
o sweet made from sesame seeds: halva 
seven cacombining forms: hept(a)-, septt(i)- 
o adjective: septenary 
sexual activity adjective: venereal 
shakes technical term: Parkinson's disease 
shape combining forms: morph(o)-, -form, 
-morphic 
share a list of an investor’s_ shares: portfolio 
o share-buying company selling to the public 
Shares in its whole portfolio: unit trust o offer 
Shares for sale: float 0 periodic payment made by a 
successful company to its shareholders: dividend 
Oshares offering a guaranteed dividend: gilts 
o speculator who sells shares because he expects 
their price to fall: bear o speculator who buys 
shares because he expects their price to rise: bull 
a speculator who buys new share issues for a quick 
resale: stag 
sharp o combining form: oxy- a sharpness of a 
picture: definition o mental sharpness: acuity 
- shed ashed feathers or fur: moult n shed an 
outer skin or shell: slough a shedding its leaves 
annually. deciduous 
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sheep o adjective: ovine O sheep's brain disease 
thought to cause BSE: scrapie o castrated male 
sheep, leader of the flock: bellwether 

sheet sheet for a corpse: shroud 

shell ocombining forms: concho-, -conch- 
fragments of an exploding artillery shell: shrap- 
nel 

shell-shock technical term: combat neurosis 

shepherd adjective: bucolic 

shepherd's pie alternative term: cottage pie 

shield cshield bearing a coat of arms: 
escutcheon n knob in the centre of a shield: boss, 
umbo o Roman legionaries’ roof of linked shields: 
testudo 

shin bone technical term: tibia 

shingles technical term: herpes zoster 

ship adjective: marine, maritime n line 
painted on a ship's side to show permitted submer- 
sion levels: Plimsoll line o list of a ship's cargo: bill 
of lading, manifest a dock worker employed to 
unload a ship: stevedore o recovery of a wrecked or 
abandoned ship: salvage o cargo thrown over- 
board from a ship to lighten it in a storm: jetsam 
ucargo washed overboard from a ship: flotsam 
u cargo thrown overboard from a ship but marked 
with buoys etc. for later recovery: lagan 0 common 
room for a warship’s senior officers: wardroom 
acommon room for a warship’s junior officers: 
gunroom 

shock shock that may cause lasting psychologi- 
cal harm: trauma 

shock treatment technical term: electrocon- 
vulsive therapy 

shoot a shoot growing from a plant’s roots etc.: 
sucker o shoot prepared for planting or grafting: 
scion, slip o climbing plant's shoot used to gain 
support: tendril 

shore adjective: littoral 

short combining form: brach- 

short-sightedness technical term: myopia 

shoulder blade technical term: scapula 

sickle adjective: falcate 

sickly sickly person: valetudinarian 

sided combining forms: -gon, -gonal 

sight cucombining form: -scopy o adjective: 
visual 

signal o bell rung as an alarm: tocsin o sig- 
nalling system based on combinations of long and 
short flashes, marks, or sounds: Morse o signalling 
system based on flags hand-held in various posi- 
tions: semaphore o signalling system used by book- 
makers’ assistants: tick-tack 

silence Cistercian monk vowed to silence: 
Trappist ; 

silver adjective: argent- 

simple fraction alternative term: common 
fraction 

singer arange of notes a singer can sing: 
compass, register a range within which the major- 
ity of notes in a song fall: tessitura 

single combining forms: mono-, uni- 

sister o combining form: soror(i)- o murder of a 
sister: sororicide 
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situation 
predicament 

exe cerns ens hexa-, hexi-, sexa-, sexi- 

s sense perception a ‘sixth . 
extraseniory peresption ite i Sed 

skin acombining forms: derm(o), dermat(o)- 
a technical term: cutis, dermis o adjective: cuta- 
neous O beneath the skin: hypodermic, subcuta- 
neous O blemish on the skin: naevus, macula, 
stigma o strip off the skin: flay a shed a skin: slough 
a shedding of a skin: slough, ecdysis 

skirt a ballet dancer's stiff short skirt: tutu 
n short skirt as part of traditional Greek male dress. 
fustanella o padding formerly worn under the rear 
of a skirt: bustle a hoops formerly supporting a 
Skirt: farthingale 

skull acombining forms: cephal(o), -cephal- 
aū technical term: cranium a study of the size and 
Shape of the skull as a supposed indicator of charac- 
ter and mental ability: phrenology a bore a hole in 
the skull for surgical purposes: trepan, trephine 

skullcap o skullcap worn by some Roman 
Catholoic clergymen: zucchetto o skullcap worn by 
male Orthodox Jews: yarmulka 

slave adjective: servile 

sleep acombining forms: hypn(o)-, narc(o)-, 
somni-, somno- n learning while asleep: hypnopae- 
dia asleep with dreaming and eye movements: 
paradoxical sleep, REM sleep ashallow sleep 
induced by surgical anaesthesia: twilight sleep 
asleep through the winter: hibernate asleep 
through the summer: aestivate 

sleeping sickness octechnical term: 
encephalitis lethargica, trypanosomiasis 
a African fly causing sleeping sickness: tsetse 

sleepwalking technical terms: somnambu- 
lism, noctambulism 

slip of the tongue a technical term: lapsus 
linguae u slip of the tongue thought to reveal the 
speaker's true thoughts: Freudian slip 

sloe alternative term: blackthorn 

slope ucombining forms: clin-, -clin- a steep 
slope at the end of a plateau: escarpment o slope of 
a stage etc.: rake u slope of a road etc.: gradient 
o skier’s diagonal route across sloping ground: tra- 
verse 

slow a combining form: brady- 0 Chinese system 
of slow exercises: t'ai chi ch'uan 

slum clearance alternative term: urban 
renewal 

small o combining forms: micro-, mini-, nano-, 
-cle, -ule a smallest possible: marginal, minimal, 
minuscule o infinitely small: infinitesimal 
a small amount: soupçon, smidgen, vestige 
smallpox technical term: variola 

smell o adjectives: a sense of smell: olfactory 
o stink: mephitic, hircine 

smelling salts technical term: sal volatile 

snake oadjective: anguine o snake's poison: 
venom o antidote to this: serum, antivenin 
snapdragon alternative term: antirrhinum 
sneezing technical term: sternutation 
soccer technical term: Association Football 

social o socially correct: comme il faut o social 


perplexing situation: dilemma, 
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rules or custom: etiquette u social blunder: 

faux pas osocial skills: savoirfaire o bee 
ener: ee parvenu osocial prestige: 

et o gaining social status: u : 

a a Social status: déclassé a 

society o person ostracized society: pariah 
group thought to have a hidden bor oe 
control of society: the Establishment 

solar system mechanical model of the solar 
system: orrery 

sole of the foot adjectives: plantar, volar 

solvent cumiversal solvent sought by 
alchemists: alkahest astrong solvent attacking 
most substances: aqua regia 

Son adjective: filial 

song o improvised West Indian song on topical 
theme: calypso u sailors’ work song: shanty o gon- 
dolier’s song: barcarole o Renaissance secular 
part-song: madrigal a German art-song: lied 

soot adjective: fuliginous 

sound ocombining forms: audi-, phon(o)-, 
-phony adjectives: acoustic, sonic u of sound 
recorded and reproduced via a single channel: 
monophonic o of sound recorded and reproduced 
via several channels: streophonic oof sound 
recorded and reproduced via two separate channels: 
binaural a of sound recorded and reproduced via 
four separate channels: quadraphonic oslow 
pitch-distortion of recorded sound: wow u/fast 
pitch-distortion of recorded sound: flutter o name 
for the indefinite sound often made by English 
vowels: schwa 

south adjectives: austral, meridional 

South Africa o South African barbecue: braai 
o South African native club: knobkerrie a South 
African native spear: assegai o South African 
whip: sjambok o South African cattle pound: kraal 
o small town in South Africa: dorp o South African 
wagon encampment: laager 0 open bush in South 
Africa: bundu o veranda in South Africa: stoep 
n former South African policy of racial segregation: 
apartheid 

South American o South American cloak 
having a hole for the head: poncho o South 
American cowboy: gaucho 

Soviet Soviet party official: commissar 
o Soviet secret police: KGB o Soviet forced labour 
camp: gulag o Soviet collective farm: kolkhoz 
u Soviet worker who achieves exceptional output: 
stakhanovite o underground publishing in Soviet 
Russia: samizdat u Soviet youth organization: 
Komsomol 

speak that cannot be spoken: ineffable 

specific gravity o technical term: relative 
density a apparatus measuring a liquid’s specific 
gravity: hydrometer > 

spectacles o spectacles supported bya nose clip: 
pince nez o single eyeglass: monocle a pair of eye- 
glasses on a long handle: lorgnette o spectacles with 
combined lenses to give near ond Jet a 

speech a combining forms: logo-, phono., -108-, 
axes -logue, -phone, -phony o adjective: oral 
n inability to express or understand speech due to 
brain damage: aphasia o inability to express 
speech due to loss of voice: aphonia 
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speed o combining form: tach- a speed at which 
an object can defy gravity: escape velocity 0 object's 
maximum possible air speed: terminal velocity 
cinstrument measuring a vehicle's speed: 
speedometer a instrument measuring an engine's 
speed: rev counter, tachometer o automatic regu- 
lator of an engine's speed: governor D automatic 
recorder of a vehicle’s speed: tachograph 
spelling technical term: orthography 
spirit o combining forms: pneumat- o spirit of 
the age: zeitgeist a spirit of a place: genius loci, 
numen 
spiritualist o spiritualist thought to be able to 
contact the dead: medium o spiritualist meeting for 
contact with the dead: seance a substance said to 
exude from a spritualist medium during a trance: 
ectoplasm o boards used for messages in a spiritu- 
alist seance: ouija board, planchette o form of spir- 
itualism practised by some Native Americans, 
Aleuts, etc.: shamanism 
split combining form: schiz(0}- 
squint technical term: strabismus 
squirrel squirrel’s nest: drey 
staff o bishop’s staff: crosier u monarch’s staff: 
sceptre o beadle’s staff; mace averger's staff: 
verge o Dionysus’ staff: thyrsus 0 Hermes’ staff: 
caduceus 
stain brownish stain on the paper of a book or 
engraving: foxing 
stained glass lead strip holding pieces of 
stained glass: came 
stamp collecting technical term: philately 
standard standard used for comparison: bench- 
mark, control, yardstick 
star a combining forms: astr-, sider(o)- u adjec- 
tives: astral, sidereal, stellar o cluster of stars: 
asterism a exploding star: nova a large cool star: 
red giant o small cool star. red dwarf 0 group of 
Stars thought to form a particular figure: constella- 
tion o star that is the brightest in its constellation: 
alpha o measure of a star's brightness: magnitude 
a building with a domed ceiling for displaying 
images of the stars: planetarium 
start o start a car from another car’s battery: 
jump-start o start a car by pushing it and then 
engaging the gears: bump-start 
state combining forms: -osis, -tude 
statement legal statement made under oath: 
affidavit, deposition 
steal o steal someone’s ideas: plagiarize u steal 
from money entrusted to one: embezzle, peculate, 
defalcate a steal small items from the workplace: 
pilfer a person who knowingly buys or stores stolen 
goods: receiver o person who finds a buyer for 
Stolen goods: fence acompulsive urge to Steal, 
regardless of need: kleptomania 
stirrup bone technical term: stapes 
stomach a combining form: gastr(o)- o adjec- 
tive: gastric 
stomach-ache technical term: gastralgia 
Stone cacombining forms: lapid-, lith(o)., 
petr(o)- o adjective: lithic a large standing stone in 
a prehistoric monument: megalith a prehistoric 
stone chamber tomb: dolmen a stone coffin: sar- 
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cophagus o person who shapes building stone or 
builds with it: mason, stonemason O grotesque 
stone figure serving as rainwater spout: gargoyle 
o stone believed by alchemists to turn base metals 
into gold: philosophers’ stone 

store csecret store: cache, stash funnel- 
shaped store for coal, grain, etc.: hopper 

storm still area at the centre of a storm: eye 

strangle execute a criminal by strangling: gar- 
rotte 

stroke technical term: cerebral haemorrhage 

study o combining form: -logy a study of the uni- 
verse: cosmology u study of the stars: astronomy 
o study of mankind: anthropology a study of primi- 
tive cultures: ethnology a study of statistics of 
births, deaths, and disease: demography 0 study of 
language: philology u study of living organisms: 
physiology ostudy of the skin: dermatology 
u study of diseases: pathology 0 study of resistance 
to infection: immunology o study of tumours: on- 
cology o study of poisons: toxicology a study of 
voting at elections: psephology u study of crime: 
criminology ostudy of punishment: penology 


_ ü study of family trees: genealogy a study of the 


soil: pedology o study of mosses: bryology a study 
of fossils: palaeontology uo study of earthquakes: 
seismology o study of the weather: meteorology 
u study of unidentified flying objects: ufology 

stuffing o stuffing dead animals: taxidermy 
o stuffing made of chopped meat or vegetables: 
forcemeat 

substitute fraudulently substituted: supposi- 
titious 

subtraction o number from which subtraction 
is to be made: minuend a number to be subtracted: 
subtrahend 

sugar ocombining forms: glyc(o)-, sacchar- 
o adjective: saccharine o hormone regulating the 
blood sugar level: insulin u disease characterized 
by excess sugar in the blood and urine: diabetes mel- 

itus 

sugar pea alternative term: mangetout 

summer o adjective: aestival u resumption of 
summer weather in the autumn: Indian summer 

summer house raised summer house with a 
view: gazebo, belvedere 

sun acombining forms: heli-, sol- o adjective: 
solar o sun's highest point in the sky: zenith o orbit- 
ing planet's furthest point from the sun: aphelion 
G orbiting planet’s nearest point to the sun: perihe- 

ion 

sunburn technical term: erythema solare 

supporting combining form: pro- 

surgical cutting combining forms: -tom-, 
-tome, -tomy 

surgical opening combining form: -stomy 

surgical removal combining form: -ectomy 

surveyor asurveyor’s rotating telescope for 
measuring angles: theodolite a surveyor's inci: 
mark in wall etc.: benchmark o surveyor’s striped 
sight-pole: ranging pole 

survive capable of surviving independently: 
viable 


suspicious pathologically suspicious: paranoid 


sweat o technical term: 
hidrotic 

sweating sickness technical term: mili 
ine cat term: miliary 

sweet cexcessively sweet: cloyi - 
voiced: mellifluous vee 

Swiss o Swiss state: canton a Swiss breakfast 
food of cereals, dried fruit, and nuts: muesli a Swiss 
mountaineers’ style of song: yodelling 

symbol cidentifying symbol used for a 
company, product, etc.: logo, trade mark a symbol 
replacing a word: logogram n system of symbols, 
each of which represents a syllable in a certain lan- 
guage: syllabary usystem of symbols, each of 
which represents a word in a certain language: 
ideograms 

Symptom set of symptoms whose joint presence 
indicates a particular disease: syndrome 

syringa alternative terms: lilac, mock orange 


T 


table u table of the elements arranged to group 
those of similar chemical structure: periodic table 
o table giving the results of various mathematical 
calculations: ready reckoner 

tail a combining forms: caud-, -urous 0 adjective: 
caudal o fox’s tail: brush u rabbit or deer’s tail: scut 

tailor adjective: sartorial 

tar o tar used to preserve wood: creosote o tar 
used on roofs and roads: bitumen a tar mixed with 
gravel etc. for road-making: asphalt 

target odisk thrown up as a shooting target: 
clay pigeon o revolving target in a medieval tilt- 
yard: quintain 

tawny owl alternative term: brown owl 

taxation cadjective: fiscal o taxation of 
income: direct taxation o taxation of expenditure: 
indirect taxation o avoidance of tax liability by 
legal means: tax avoidance o avoidance of tax lia- 
bility by dishonest means: tax evasion u former tax 
of 10% payable to the Church: tithe a former tax 
levied upon every adult: poll tax 

teacher teacher engaged to give a few lessons at 
each of several schools: peripatetic 

tear adjective: lachrymal 

tear gas alternative term: CS gas 

telephone o telephone link for a computer: 
modem a direct emergency telephone line between 
heads of state: hotline 

temper temper metal or glass by heating and 
cooling: anneal 

temperament oof a gloomy temperament: 
saturnine o of a changeable temperament: mercu- 
rial, volatile 

temperature a femperature-controlled switch: 
thermostat o cooling effect of the wind upon air tem- 
perature: chill factor, wind-chill factor 

ten combining forms: deca-, deci- 

tent o Native American tent: teepee, wigwam 
u large tent for flower shows etc.: marquee u tent 
shrine used by the ancient Israelites: tabernacle 
territory national policy of regaining former ter- 


hidrosis o adjective: 
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ritories: revanchism, irredentism 


test test of actors or musici 
audition usicians applying for work: 


chrometer 


thermonuclear bomb ait i 5 
filon bare alternative term: 


thigh bone technical term: femur 

thing o thing as perceived by the senses: phe- 
nomenon Ofthing as conceived by the mind: 
noumenon 

thinking a thinking. in which problems are 
solved by logical deduction: vertical thinking 
a thinking in which problems are solved by appar- 
ently illogical association of ideas: lateral thinking 

this side combining form: cis- 

thoroughbred thoroughbred horses: blood- . 
S 

thousand combining forms: kilo-, milli- 

thousand million combining form: giga- 

thousand millionth combining form: nano- 

thousandth combining form: milli- 

threat o threat made by a hostile military build- 
up: sabre-rattling o constant threat of disaster: 
sword of Damocles 

three a combining forms: ter-, tri- 0 adjectives: - 
ternary, treble, triple aoccurring once in, or 
lasting for, three years: triennial o Three Wise Men: 
Magi o three in one: triune o painting etc. covering 
three panels: triptych o ancient ship with three 
banks of oars: trireme o three-dimensional picture 
produced by lasers: hologram 

threshold adjective: liminal 

ticket person buying up tickets to resell at 
inflated prices: tout 

tide o tide that rises highest: spring tide un tide 
that rises least: neap tide o rising tide: flood tide 
Ofalling tide: ebb tide 

tile o wooden exterior tile for roofs and walls: 
shingle o curved interlocking roof tile: pantile 
time ccombining forms. chron(o), temp- 
u adjective: chronological, temporal uo ticking 
device that helps musicians keep time: metronome 
o law setting a time limit for initiating a prosecu- 
tion: statute of limitations 

times over combining form: -fold 

toast o thin crisp toast: Melba toast asmall 
piece of toast served on soup or a salad: crouton 
tomb ao large and elaborate tomb: mausoleum 
o inscription on a tomb: epitaph 

tongue acombining forms: gloss(o)- 0 adjec- 
tives: glossal, lingual 

tooth a combining forms: dent-, odont-,; -odont 
adjective: dental narrow tooth used to cut: 
incisor obroad tooth used to grind: molar 
a pointed tooth at front corner of mouth: canine 
otooth emerging at the back of the jaw during 
adulthood: wisdom tooth o tooth decay: caries 
o bacterial film on teeth: plaque a hard yellowish 
deposit forming on teeth: tartar ū alloy used to fill 
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teeth: amalgam o teeth present in a mouth: denti- 
tion o toothed wheel: cog 0 toothed projection on a 
wheel or cylinder: sprocket 
: toothache technical term: odontalgia 
touch adjective: tactile 
tournament tournament for medieval knights: 
joust 
tower ustepped temple tower in ancient 
Mesapotamia: ziggurat o ancient Scottish tower: 
broch o mosque tower: minaret 
trade o adjective: mercantile o trade restric- 
tions imposed upon a foreign country until it 
changes its policies: sanctions 
training training mock-up of an aircraft's flight 
deck etc.: simulator 
transplant drug given to prevent rejection of a 
transplanted organ: immunosuppressor 
treaty o formal acceptance of a treaty: accession 
o formal rejection of a treaty: denunciation o basic 
draft of a treaty: protocol 
tree u combining forms: arbor-, dendro-, dendri-, 
silv(i)- o adjective: arboreal o type of tree that 
sheds its leaves annually: deciduous a type of tree 
that retains its leaves: evergreen o botanical 
garden devoted to trees: arboretum 
tree ring alternative term: annual ring 
trellis o trellis along which the branches of 
fruit trees are trained: espalier o trellis carrying 
climbing plants over a garden path or arbour: 
pergola 
trial and error trial-and-error methoa of 
solving problems: heuristic 
triangle o triangle with three equal sides: equi- 
lateral triangle o triangle with two equal sides: 
isosceles triangle o triangle with unequal sides: 
scalene a longest side of a right-angled triangle: 
hypotenuse 
tumour o combining forms: onco-, -cele, -oma 
u tumour that does not seriously threaten health: 
benign o tumour that spreads out of control and 
returns after treatment: malignant 
tunnel tunnel dug under an enemy’s defences: 
sap 
turn ocombining forms: trop-, -trop-, -tropic 
u turn in office etc. assigned by rote: Buggins' turn 
o turn into stone: petrify n turn into bone: ossify 
turning ocombining forms: trop-, -tropism, 
-tropy o turning force: torque Ucrucial turning 
point: Rubicon, watershed 
twelve u combining form: dodeca- o adjectives: 
duodecimal, duodenary utwelve-tone musical 
system: serialism, dodecaphony 
twenty adjective: vigesimal 
twice o combining forms: bi-, di-, duo-, semi- 
o occurring twice a year: biannual, semi-annual 
twilight adjective: crepuscular 
twin o combining form: zyg- o twin-hulled boat: 
catamaran 
trust adjective: fiduciary 
turpentine adjective: terebinthine 
twins astrological term: gemini 
two acombining forms: ambi-, bi-, di-, du(o)- 
cadjectives: binary, double, dual ocut in two: 
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bisect o having two parts: binary, dual o two- 
sided: bilateral o living for, or occurring once every, 
two years: biennial n having two chambers (of a 
parliament etc.): bicameral o painting etc. covering 
two panels: diptych two-faced: duplicitous 


U 


unanimously technical term: nem. con. 

unarmed combat sports giving skill in 
unarmed combat: martial arts 

uncle adjective: avuncular 

unconsciousness ulong period of deep 
unconsciousness: coma © state of unconsciousness ` 
with bodily rigidity: catalepsy, catatonia 

under combining forms: hypo-, infra-, sub- 

underground o underground cemetery: cata- 
comb o underground railway in London: tube 
o underground railway in Paris: metro 0 under- 
ground railway in Rome: metropolitana o under- 
ground railway in New York: subway 

undermine o undermine a fortification by tun- 
nelling beneath it: sap o undermine an organiza- 
tion by establishing agents within it: infiltrate 

understanding o sympathetic understand- 
ing: empathy o informal diplomatic understand- 
ing negotiated between two nations: entente 
cordiale 

underwater o sealed underwater chamber for 
repair workers etc.: caisson 0 underwater wall 
reaching to the surface to provide a dry area for 
repairs etc.: coffer u divers’ underwater vessel open 
at the bottom and filled with air: diving bell a sub- 
marine-like vessel for deep underwater exploration: 
bathyscaphe 

unequal combining form: aniso- 

unity pursuit of unity between all Christian 
churches: ecumenism 

union 0 enforced union of Austria with Germany 
in 1938: Anschluss u temporary union between 
political parties to form a government: coalition 
u temporary union between business companies 
undertaking a large project: consortium a secret 
union between firms to prevent competition: cartel 
u secret union of purchasers at an auction etc. to 
force down prices: ring 

urinate technical term: micturate 

urine oduct by which urine passes from the 
kidney to the bladder: ureter a duct by which urine 
passes from the bladder to the kidney: urethra 
u substance causing increased production 
urine: diuretic o tube inserted into the body for 
draining off urine: catheter a horse and cattle 
urine: stale 

uterus ocombining forms: hyster(o)-, metr- 
uter(o)- u surgical scraping of the uterus: dilata- 
tion and curettage. o vacuuming the uterus as & 
means of abortion: vacuum aspiration o diagnos- 
tic sampling of fluid from a pregnant uterus: amnio: 
centesis asurgical removal of the uterus: 
hysterectomy 
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V 


V V-shaped pattern: chevron 

vaccine supplementary dose of vaccine: booster 

vagina ucombining form: colp- o membr. 
partially blocking the entrance of a wath s carina 
hymen a surgical cutting of the vagina to ease 
childbirth: episiotomy 

valley ovalley in Scotland or Ireland: glen 
o valley in Wales: cwm n wooded valley: dene 

valuo loss of value due to wear and tear: depreci- 
ation 

vegetarian strict vegetarian who avoids all 
animal products: vegan 3 

vein o combining forms: phleb(0)-, vene-, veni-, 
veno- 0 adjective: venous o swollen vein in the legs: 
varicose vein oin or into a vein: intravenous 
a surgical opening of a vein: phlebotomy, venesec- 

‘ion ‘ 

Venice a /former ruler of Venice: Doge a small 
Venetian passenger boat: gondola usong of 
Venetian gondoliers: barcarole o Venetian water 
bus: vaporetto 
- Venus Greek name: Aphrodite 

verse o metrical analysis of verse: scansion 
o theory and practice of versification: prosody 
o metrical unit in versification: foot u central pause 
ina line of verse:-caesura 

viceroy adjective: viceregal 

vine ocultivation of vines: viticulture o insect 
that destroys vines: phylloxera 

vinegar adjective: acetic 

virgin astrological term: virgo 

virgin birth technical term: parthenogenesis 

voice ocombining forms: phon(o)-, -phone, 
-phony o adjective: vocal 

vote achairman’s vote to decide a tied poll: 
casting vote o vote given to exclude a candidate: 
blackball o person empowered to cast another's 
vote: proxy © parliamentary vote: division 

voting o voting strategy aimed at defeating an 
otherwise strong candidate or party: tactical voting 
u study of voting patterns etc.: psephology 


W 


wagon wagon for condemned prisoners in the 


`. French Revolution: tumbril 


wake signal for waking in an army camp etc.: 
reveille 

walking combining form: -grade 

walking stick a walking stick with a handle 
that makes a seat: shooting stick o walking stick’s 
metal tip: ferrule 

wall o adjectives: u of a building: mural o in the 
body: parietal o building's wall of two layers with a 
gap between: cavity wall o layer of cement etc. on a 
wall surface: rendering o row of spikes or broken 
glass set on a wall’s top: cheval-de-frise a rounded 
bricks etc. at a wall’s top: coping a watertight wall 
dividing the interior of a ship etc.: bulkhead a wall 
ofa body cavity: paries 
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wandering n wandering in search of trade: itin- 
erant a wandering in search EEIE anny 

War Cadjective: martial oof a war waged 
peri ecto: weapons: S o person 

vouring recourse to war: hawk o idi 

recourse to war: dove peron arjane 

wasp adjective: vespine 

water o combining forms: aqua-, aqui-, hydr- 
U adjectives: aqueous, aquatic o operated by water: 
hydraulic o temporary vertical water pipe with a 
tap: standpipe 

water-carrier astrological term: aquarius 

water on the brain technical term: hydro- 
cephalus 

weakness a minor weakness of character etc.: 
foible o weak spot: Achilles’ heel 

wealth a wealth or its pursuit seen as a corrupt- 
ing influence. Mammon asource of wealth: 
bonanza u fabulous place of great wealth: eldorado 

wear gradual wearing down: attrition, erosion 

weather clow-pressure weather system: 
cyclone a high-pressure weather system: anticy- 
clone o line on a weather map linking places with 
the same atmospheric pressure: isobar o line on a 
weather map linking places with the same tempera- 
ture: isotherm a balloon-borne radio transmitter 
sending weather information: radiosonde 

weaving othreads running lengthways in 
weaving: weft, woof o threads running crossways 
in weaving: warp o cylinder holding a weaver's 
thread: bobbin o double-ended bobbin used on a 
mechanical loom: shuttle 

week adjective: hebdomadal 

well well in which the water rises by natural pres- 
sure through a borehole: artesian well 

Welsh o adjectives: Cambrian, Cymric o Welsh 
Nationalist Party: Plaid Cymru o Welsh competi- 
tion for poets and musicians: eisteddfod u Welsh 
poetry sung in counterpoint to a traditional harp 
melody: penillion 

west adjective: occidental 

West Indian u West Indian song improvised on 
a topical theme: calypso a West Indian popular 
music with a strong secondary beat: reggae a West 
Indian sorcery: obeah, voodoo 

whiplash injury technical term: hyperexten- 
sion-hyperflexion injury 

white cacombining forms: leuc(o)-. leuk(o)- 
oOwhite-skinned person: Caucasian O person or 
animal having white skin and hair due toa pigment 
defect: albino 

white ant alternative term: termite 

white whale alternative term: beluga 

whooping cough technical term: pertussis 

widow o widow holding a title from her late 
husband: dowager o estate etc. left a widow by her 
late husband’s will: jointure 

wife adjective: uxorial 

will o adjectives: o wish: volitional, voluntary 
u legal document: testamentary O person making a 
will: testator a person appointed to carry out he 
terms of a will: executor ogift made in a will: 
bequest, legacy 0 person receiving a gift froma will: 
beneficiary o legal authentication of a will: probate 
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wildebeest alternative term: gnu ; 
wind o combining form: anemo- 0 instrument 
Jor measuring wind speed: anemometer o scale for 
wind velocities: Beaufort scale o build-up of gas in 
the digestive tract causing the breaking of wind: flatu- 
lence o humid southerly wind in southern Europe: 
sirocco ucold northerly wind blowing down the 
Rhone: mistral o warm southerly wind blowing off 
the Alps: fohn 
window o adjective: fenestral o window made 
of vertically sliding glazed sections: sash window. 
o side-hinged window: casement O small window 
over a door etc.: fanlight o small diamond-shaped 
pane of window-glass. quarry ^ ornamental 
stonework subdividing awindow: tracery 0 angled 
wall-opening for a window: embrasure 
windpipe ‘echnical term: trachea 
wine o combining form: vin- 5 adjective: vinous 
o spice and warm wine: mull o wine expert: oenolo- 
gist o wine merchant. vintner O wine waiter: som- 
melier o charge made for serving the customer's 
own wine at a restaurant: corkage 
wing o combining forms: pter(o)-, -pter- 0 adjec- 
tive: alar 
winter o adjectives: hibernal, hiemal o sleep 
through the winter: hibernate 
wire wires used to start a car from the battery of 
another: jump leads 
wisdom tooth technical term: third molar 
witch o gathering of witches: coven D witch's 
attendant spirit: familiar o male witch: warlock 
without combining forms: a-, an- 
witness o witness's evidence given in court: 
testimony o sworn statement made by a witness 
out of court: deposition o lying by a witness under 
` oath: perjury 
wolf o adjective: lupine o person who changes 
into a wolf: lycanthrope, werewolf 
woman o combining forms: gyn(o)-, gynaeco- 
o adjective: feminine o woman with intellectual or 
literary pretensions: bluestocking o arrogant and 
domineering woman: prima donna o woman 
whose husband is often absent: grass widow 


wildebeest | zinc 932 


o party for women only: hen party o hatred of 
women: mysogyny 

wood o combining forms: ligno-, ligni-, xylo-, 
xyli- a wooden plate: trencher 0 ornamental inlay 
of wood, ivory, etc.: marquetry 

womb technical term: uterus 

word {u combining forms: lexi-, logo-, logi-, -log-, 
-nym o adjective: verbal u study of the meaning of 
words: semantics o study of the forms of words: 
morphology 

word-blindness technical term: alexia 

work acombining form: erg(o)- 0 belief that 
work has an intrinsic moral value. work ethic 
o person addicted to work: workaholic ‘ 

works complete works of an artist etc.: oeuvre, 
corpus 

worm o combining form: vermi- o adjectives: 
vermičular, vermiform 

worship combining form: -latry 

wrist o technical term: carpus 0 adjective: carpal 

wrong combining forms: caco-, mal-, mis- 


X 


X-rays ostudy or use of X-rays: radiography 
a X-ray of a section through the body: tomography 
u X-ray of body tissue: computerized axial tomo- 
graphy o treatment of cancer etc. by X-rays: radio- 
therapy 


Y 


youth artistic creations of one's youth, often later 
suppressed as immature: juvenilia 


Z 


zigzag zigzag course taken by a vessel sailing 
into the wind: tacking, traverse 
zinc coat a metal with zinc: galvanize 
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